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PREFACE. 


By  an  act  approved  June  23, 1874,  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
''  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  pablication  of  the  Official 
Beoords  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,"  and  directed  him  <'  to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
all  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  order." 

Appropriations  for  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16, 1880,  has  provided  ^<for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
10,000  copies  of  a  compilation  of  the  Official  Becbrds  (Union  and  Con- 
federate) of  the  War  of  the  BebeUion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  ready 
for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year  "^  and  that  ^^of  said  number,  7,000 
copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  2,000  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  1,000  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive 
Departments." 

This  compilation  thII  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  all  official  documents  that  can 
be  obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical 
value. 

The  pablication  will  present  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arrangement : 

The  Ist  Series  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  Union  and  Con- 
federate, of  the  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  correspond- 
ence, orders,  and  returns  relating  specially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is 
to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  imme- 
diately followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &c., 
not  embraced  in  the  "reiwrts"  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

The  8d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns,  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  political 

prisoners. 

in 
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The  8d  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Union  authorities  (embracing  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
first  and  weond  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Secretaiy  of  War,  of  the  €^neral-in-Ghief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments ;  the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
correspondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  4th  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

ROBERT  N.  SCOTT, 
Major,  Third  Art.j  and  Bvt.  Lieut  CoU 

Wab  Depabtment,  August  23, 1880. 

Approved: 

ALEX.  RAMSEY, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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CHAPTEB     XIV. 


OPERATIONS  IN  MARYLAND,  NORTHERN  VIRGINIA, 

AND  WEST  VIRGINIA 


AnffOft  1, 1861-lEaToh  17, 186S. 


Aug.  1,  1861.^<}enerftl  Robert  £.  Lee,  C.  8.  Army,  commandiDg  in  West  yirgima.t 

5y  1861. — Skirmish  in  Virginia,  opposite  Point  of  Bocks,  Md. 
8,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Loyettsville,  Yo. 
11,  1861. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C  S.  Army,  assumes  command  in  the 

Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va. 
13, 1881.— Skinnish  near  OraftoD,  W.  Va. 

17,  1861. — ^The  Departments  of  Northeastern  Virginia,  of  WoshingtoD,  and  of 
the  Shenandoah  merged  into  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  t 
18, 1861. — Scoot  to  Accotink  and  skirmish  at  Pohick  Church,  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Sandy  Hook,  Md. 
20,  1861. — ^M^j.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
the  Department,  or  Army,  of  the  Potomac. 
3kirmish  at  the  Hawk's  Nest,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  at  Laurel  Fork  Creek,  W.  Va. 
23, 1861. — ^Engagement  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Yankee  and  Release  with  the 
batteries  at  the  mouth  of  Potomac  Creek,  Va. 
Skirmish  at  Springfield,  W.  Va. 

24,  1861. — ^The  Department  of  Pennsylvania  absorbed  in  the  Department  of 

the  Potomac.  $ 

25,  1861.— Skirmish  near  Piggot's  Mill  (Big  Rnnf),  W.  Va. 

Scout  into  Virginia  from  Great  Falls,  Md. 
26, 1861. — ^Action  at  Cross-Lanes,  near  Sunmierayille,  W.  Va. 
Skinnish  at  Blue's  House,  W.  Vo. 
2(>-27,  1861.— Skinnishes  at  Wayne  Court-House,  W.  Vo. 

27,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Antietam  Iron  Works,  Md. 
27-28,  1861.— Skirmishes  at  Ball's  Cross-Roods,  Va. 

*  Of  some  of  the  minor  conflicts  noted  in  this  "  Summary ''  no  clrenmatantial  reports 
are  on  file,  the  only  record  of  such  events  being  references  to  them  on  muster  rolls  or 
retumo. 

t  Neither  the  date  when  General  Lee  assumed  command  in  *' Western  Virginia''  nor 
the  natnre  of  that  command  is  shown  by  the  records;  but  see  Davis  to  Johnston, 
August  I,  1861,  in  the  "Correspondence,  etc.,"|Hwt. 

t  Better  known  as  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

f  Date  taken  from  memorandum  in  A.  G.  O.    See  Diz  to  WUUams^  November  19, 
1661,  in  "Correspondence,  ete.,''  po9t 
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Ang.  28-30, 1861.— Skirmiahee  near  Bailey's  Corners  (or  Cross-Boads),  Va. 

31|  1861.— Skimiish  at  Munson's  HUl,  or  Little  River  Turnpike,  Va. 
Sept.         1,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Bine  Creek,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Boone  Conrt-Honse,  W.  Ya. 
Skirmish  at  Bnrlington,  W.  Va. 
2,  1861.— Skirmish  near  the  Hawk's  Nest,  W.  Ya. 
Skirmish  at  Worthington,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  at  Bellex's  Mill,  near  Harper's  Fetry,  W.  Ya. 
4, 186t.— Skirmish  at  Great  Falls,  Md. 
6,  1861.— Skirmish  at  BoweU's  Ron,  W.  Ya. 
9, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Shepherdstown,  W.  Va. 
10,  1861.— Engagement  at  Camiflx  Ferry,  W.  Ya. 

Skirmish  near  Lewinsville,  Va. 
11, 1861. — ^Reconnaissance  fhftn  Chain  Bridge  to  Lewinsrille,  Ya.,  and  action 
at  that  place. 
11-17, 1861. — Operations  in  Cheat  Mountain,  West  Virginia,  inclnduig  actions 
and  skirmishes  at  Cheat  Mountain  Pass,  Cheat  Summit,  Poiut 
Mountain  Turnpike,  and  Elk  Water. 
18, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Petersburg,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  near  Peytona,  W.  Va. 
15^-17, 1861.— Arrest  of  members  of  the  Maryland  Legislature  and  other  citisenv 
of  that  State. 
16, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Pritchard's  Mill,  Ya.,  near  Antietam  Ford,  Md. 
16, 1861.— Skirmish  opposite  Seneca  Creek,  Md. 
Action  at  Princeton,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  at  Magruder's  Ferry,  Va. 
18, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Berlin,  Md. 
19, 1861.— Department  of  Western  Virginia  constituted. 
80, 1861.— Skirmish  opposite  Seneca  Creek,  Md. 
81,  1861. — General  Robert  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  in  immediate  command  of 

forces  in  the  yalley  of  the  Kanawha. 
83, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Caasville,  W.  Va. 
83-85, 1861. — Descent  upon  Ronmey,  W.  Va.,  Including  affairs  at  Mechanics- 
burg  Gap  and  Hanging  Rock  Pass. 

84,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Point  of  Rocks,  Md. 

85,  1861.— Engagement  at  Freestone  Point,  Ya. 

Reconnaissance  to  and  skirmish  near  Lewinsyille,  Va. 

Action  at  SCanawha  Gap,  near  Chapmanyille,  W.  Va. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army,  relieved  from  command  in 

West  Virginia. 
BC^J.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  oommaad 
of  Second  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
88, 1861.— Affair  near  Vanderburgh's  house,  Munson's  Hill,  Ya. 
89, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Berlin,  Md. 
Oct.  1, 1861.— Confederate  Council  of  War  at  Centreville,  Ya. 

8,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Springfield  Station,  Va. 
3, 1861.~-£ngagement  at  Greenbrier  River,  W.  Ya. 
Expedition  to  Pohiok  Church,  Va. 
Skirmish  at  Springfield  Station,  Va. 
4, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Edwards  Ferry,  Md. 

11, 1861.— Brig.  Gen.  William  S.  Roeecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  ■■■nniwe  oommaad 
of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia. 
Skirmish  at  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Ya. 
13, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Cotton  Hill,  W.  Va. 
15, 1861.— Skirmish  on  Little  River  Turnpike,  Ya. 
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Oet         16, 1861.— SUimldi  a*  Bolivar  Heighti,  near  Haipei's  FsRy,  W.  Ya. 
18, 1861. — Beoonnal—ance  towaida  Ooooqnan  Biyer,  Va. 
19-Nov.  16y  1861.— Opeiwtioiis  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  BiYerregionyW.  Va. 
90,  1861.— Beeonnaiwanee  to  Hnntetes  Mill  and  Thornton  Station,  Va. 
21-24y  1861. — Operations  on  the  Potomac,  near  Leeshnzg,  Va.,  including  en- 
gagement at  Ball's  Blnif  and  skirmish  on  Leesbnrg  road  (Octo- 
ber 21),  and  action  near  Edwards  Ferry  (Oetoher  22). 
22f  1861. — ^Brig.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command 
of  the  Department  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  Cnmberland. 
Department  of  Northern  Virginia  oonstitnted,  nnder  command  of 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army.    General  Beaoregard 
and  Mi^or- Generals  Holmes  and  Jackson  assigned,  respectiyely, 
to  command  of  the  Potomac,  Aqnia,  and  Valley  Districts. 
Affairs  around  Bndd's  Ferry,  lid. 
8^-27, 1861.— Beconnaissanoe  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va. 
86^  18C1.— Action  at  Bomney,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Sonth  Branch  Bridge,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  near  Springfield,  W.  Va. 
28, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Bodd's  Ferry,  Md. 
31, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Greenbrier,  W.  Va. 
Sav.  1, 1861.— M%i.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan  snperaedes  Lieut,  Gen.  Winfield 

Seott  in  command  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
1-  3, 1861.— Skirmishes  near  Gauley  Bridge,  or  Cottm  Hill,  W.  Va. 
3-11, 1861. — ^Expedition  into  Lower  Maryland. 

4,  Id61-Feb.  21, 1862.— Operations  in  the  Valley  District. 

5, 1861. — General  Bobert  £.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army,  assigned  to  command  of  the 

Department  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  East  Florida. 
9, 1861.— Expedition  to  Mathias  Point,  Va. 
10, 1861.— Affair  at  Gnyandotte,  W.  Va. 

12, 1861.— Reconnaissance  to  Pohick  Church  and  Oocoquan  Biver,  Va. 
13, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Bonmey,  W.  Va. 
14, 1861.— Affair  at  the  mouth  of  Mattawoman  Creek,  Md. 

Skirmish  on  road  from  Fayetteville  to  Baleigh,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  at  McCoy's  MiU,  W.  Va. 
14-22, 1861.— Expedition  through  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties,  Va. 
16, 1861. — Capture  of  Uuion  foraging  party  at  Doolan's  Farm,  Va. 
isi,  1861.— Skirmish  on  rood  from  Falls  Church  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va. 
26, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Vienna,  Va. 
26-27, 1861. — Expedition  to  Draiiesvillo,  Va.,  and  skirmish. 
27,  1861. — Skirmish  near  Fairfax  Court-Hofase,  Va. 
30,  1861.— Skirmish  near  month  of  Little  Cacapon  River,  W.  Va. 
Dec  2, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Annandale,  Va. 

4,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Burke's  Station,  Va. 

6, 186L— Expedition  to  Guunell's  Farm,  uearDranesyille,  Va. 

8, 1861.— Skirmish  near  Romney,  W.  Va. 

Skirmish  at  Dam  No.  5,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CanaL 
11, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Dam  No.  4,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 
12, 1861.— Skirmish  at  Greenbrier  River,  W.  Va. 
13,  1861.— Engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va. 
15, 1861.— Affair  in  Roane  County,  W.  Va. 
Capture  of  the  sloop  Victory. 
15-17, 1861. — Operations  on  the  Lower  Potomac. 
15-21, 1861.— Expedition  to  Meadow  Bluff;  W.  Va. 

17-21, 1861.— Jackson's  operations  against  Dam  No.  6,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 

Csnal. 
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Dec.  18,  l801.~BeooimalB8ttnoe  to  Pohiok  ChnToh,  Va. 

19, 1861.-4kifiiii8h  »t  Point  of  Books,  Md. 
20, 1861.— Engagement  »t  Drftneeyille,  Va. 
24-2&,  1861.— Scont  towards  Fairfax  Coort-Honae,  Va. 
S2&,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Cherry  Ron,  W.  Va. 
Skirmish  at  Fort  Frederiok,  Hd. 
28, 1861.— Beokley  (Baleigh  Coort-Honse),  W.  Va.,  oecopied  by  Union  foroee. 
29-90, 1861.— Capture  of  SattonviUe  (Braxton  Coort-Honse),  and  skirmishes  in 

Clay,  Braxton,  and  Webster  Counties,  W.  Va. 
Jan.  3, 1862.— Descent  upon  and  skirmish  at  HnntersYiUe,  W.  Va. 

3-  4, 1862.— Skirmishes  at  Bath,  W.  Va. 

4, 1862.— Skirmishes  at  Slane's  Cross-Boads,  Great  Cacapon  Bridge,  Sir 
John's  Bun,  and  Alpine  Depot,  W.  Va. 
5-  6,  1862. — ^Bombardment  of  Hancock,  Md. 

7, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Hanging  Rock  Pass,  or  Bine's  Gap,  W.  Va. 
8, 1862.— Skirmish  on  the  Dry  Fork  of  Cheat  River,  W.  Va. 
9, 1862.— Skirmish  near  Pohick  Run,  Va. 
12-23, 1862. — ^Expedition  to  Logan  Coort-Honse  and  the  Gnyandotte  Valley, 

W.  Va. 
26, 1862.^}eneral  G.  T.  Beauregard,  C.  S.  Army,  ordered  fkom  the  Potomao 

District  to  Columbus,  Ky. 
29, 1862. — ^Affair  at  Lee's  house,  on  the  Oocoquan,  Va. 
Feb.  3, 1802. — Reconnaissance  to  Occoqnan  Village,  Va. 

7, 1862.— Expedition  to  FUnt  Hill  and  Hunter's  Mill,  Va. 
8,  1862.— Skirmish  at  the  mouth  of  the  Blue  Stone,  W.  Va. 
14, 1862.— Affair  at  Bloomery ,  W.  Va. 
22, 1862.— Expedition  to  Vienna  and  Flint  Hill,  Vn. 
24, 1862.— Affair  at  Lewis'  Chapel,  near  Pohiok  Church,  Va. 
25-May  6,  1862.— Operations  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. 
Mar.  3, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va. 

6, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Bunker  Hill,  Va. 

Skirmish  near  Pohick  Church,  Va. 
7,  1862.— Skirmish  near  Winchester,  Va. 
7-  9, 1862.— Withdrawal  of  the  Confederate  forces  from  Evansport,  Dumfries, 

Manassas,  and  Occoqnan,  Va. 
7-11, 1862. — ^Advance  of  the  Union  forces  to  Centreville  and  Manassas,  Va. 
8, 1862. — Occupation  of  Leesburg,  Va.,  by  the  Union  forces. 
9, 1862. — Skirmish  at  Sangster's  Station,  Va. 

11, 1862. — ^Mi^or-General  McClellan  relieved  from  command  of  the  Armies 
of  the  United  States— retaiQing  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 
The  Department  of  Western  Virginia  merged  into  the  Mountain 

Department. 
Skirmish  at  Stephenson's  Station,  near  Winchester,  Va. 
11-12, 1862. — Winchester,  Va.,  abandoned  by  the  Confederates  and  occupied 

by  the  Union  forces. 
13, 1862.— Army  Corps  organised  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  Generals 
McDowell,  Sumner,  Heintzelman,  Keyes,  and  Banks  assigned 
as  commanders. 
General  Robert  E.  Lee  ^'charged  with  the  conduct  of  militaiy 
operations  in  the  Armies  of  the  Confederacy." 
14, 1862. — Brigadier-General  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  assumes  command  of 
the  Mountain  Department. 
14-16, 1862. — Reconnaissance  to  Cedar  Run,  Va. 
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No.  1. — y[ai,  Qen.  Ctoorge  B.  MoClatlim,  U.  S.  Army,  of  the  operatioiui  of  tho  Axmy  of 

the  Potomao  from  July  27, 1861,  to  March  17, 1862. 
Ko.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  WiUiam  F.  Bony,  Chief  of  Artillery,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  the 

organization  and  operationa  of  the  arCiUery  of  that  army  ficom  July  25, 

1861,  to  Septemher  1, 1862. 
Ko.  3. — Mai.  Albert  J.  Myer,  Chief  Bignal  Officer  U.  8.  Army,  of  the  signal  service  in 

the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  Angnst  14,  1861,  to  March  23, 1862,  and  of 

signal  detachments  in  other  commands. 
No.  4. — Sorg.  Charles  8.  Tripler,  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  medical  department  ci  that  army  from  Angnst  12,  1861,  to 

March  17, 1862. 

No.  L 

Extraetyembradngihe ^^Firtt Period/' from  Maj.  Qen,  OeorgeB,  McClellan^s 
report  of  the  operations  of  tkt  Army  of  ike  Fotomaefrom  Jniy  27, 1861. 
to  Nopcmher  9, 1362. 

CHAPTER    I. 

New  York,  August  4, 1863. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  herein  the  official  report  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  while  under  my  charge.  Accom- 
panying it  axe  the  reports  of  the  corps,  division,  and  subordinate  com- 
manders pertaining  to  the  various  engagements,  battles,  and  occur- 
rences of  the  campaigns,  and  imx)ortant  documents  connected  with  its 
organization,  supply,  and  movements.  These,  with  lists  of  maps  and 
memoranda  submitted,  will  be  found  appended,  duly  arranged,  and 
marked  for  convenient  reference.* 

Charged  in  the  spring  of  1861  with  the  operations  in  the  Department 
of  the  Ohio,  which  included  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and 
latterly  Western  Virginia,  it  had  become  my  duty  to  counteract  the 
hostile  designs  of  the  enemy  in  Western  Virginia,  which  were  imm^i- 
ately  directed  to  the  destruction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad 
and  the  i)OS8e8sion  of  the  Kanawha  Valley,  with  the  ultimate  object  of 
gaining  Wheeling  and  the  control  of  the.  Onio  Eiver. 

The  successful  affiurs  of  Philippi,  Eich  Mountain,  Carrick's  Ford,  &c., 
had  been  fought,  and  I  had  acquired  possession  of  all  Western  Virginia 
north  of  the  Kaiiawha  Valley,  as  well  as  of  the  lower  x)ortion  of  that 
valley. 

I  had  determined  to  proceed  to  ^^e  relief  of  the  Upper  Kanawha 
Valley  as  soon  as  provision  was  made  for  the  permanent  defense  of  the 
mountain  passes  leading  from  the  east  into  the  region  under  our  con- 
trol, when  1  received  at  Beverly,  in  Bandolph  County,  on  tiie  21st  of 
July,  1861,  intelligence  of  the  uniortunate  result  of  the  batUe  of  Man- 
assas, fought  on  that  day. 

*Only  finch  of  the  snbordioate  reports,  &,o.j  as  relate  more  partioularly  to  opera- 
turns  nom  August  1. 1861,  to  March  17, 1862,  will  he  found  in  this  volume.  The  others 
will  appear  in  the  chapters  embracing  the  operations  covered  by  the  second  and  third 
and  by  the  fourth  periods  of  General  MoGleUan's  report,  viz,  the  Peninsular  and  the 
tot  Maryland  campaigns. 


6  OPERATIONS  IN  HD.,   N.  VA.,   AND  W.   VA.        [Ciur.Zir. 

On  the  22d  I  received  an  order  by  telegraph  directing  me  to  tarn  over 
my  command  to  Brigadier-Oeneral  Bosecrans  and  repair  at  once  to 
Washington.* 

I  had  already  caused  reconnaissances  to  be  made  for  intrenchments  at 
the  Cheat  Mountain  Pass,  also  on  the  Huntersville  road,  near  Elkwater, 
and  at  Bed  House,  near  the  main  road  fkom  Bomney  to  Grafton.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  22d  I  gave  the  fhial  instructions  for 
the  construction  of  these  works,  turned  over  the  command  to  Brigadier- 
General  Bosecrans,  and  started  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  for  Washing- 
ton, arriving  there  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th.  On  the  27th  I  assum^ 
command  of  the  Division  of  the  Potomac,  comprising  the  troops  in  and 
around  Washington,  on  both  banks  of  the  river. 

With  this  brief  statement  of  the  events  which  immediately  preceded 
my  being  called  to  the  command  of  the  troops  at  Washington  I  proceed 
to  an  account,  from  such  authentic  data  as  are  at  hand,  of  my  military 
operations  while  commander  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 

The  subjects  to  be  considered  naturally  arrange  themselves  as  follows : 
The  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac;  the  military  events  con- 
nected with  the  defenses  of  Washington  from  July,  1861,  to  March, 
1862;  the  campaign  on  the  Peninsula,  and  that  in  Maryland. 

The  great  resources  and  capacity  for  powerfhl  resistance  of  the  South 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  full  proportions  of  the 
great  conflict  about  to  take  place,  were  sought  to  be  carcShlly  measured, 
and  I  had  aJso  endeavored  by  every  means  m  my  power  to  impress  upon 
the  authorities  the  necessity  for  such  immediate  and  fhll  preparation 
as  alone  would  enable  the  Government  to  prosecute  the  war  on  a  scale 
commensurate  with  the  resistance  to  be  offered. 

On  the  4th  of  August,  1861, 1  addressed  to  the  President  the  follow- 
ing memorandum,  prepared  at  his  request : 

mMORANnUM. 

The  object  of  the  present  war  differs  ttom  those  in  which  nations  are  nsoally  en- 
gaged mainly  in  this,  that  the  purpose  of  ordinary  war  is  to  conquer  a  peace  and 
make  a  treaty  on  adyantageons  terms.  In  this  contest  it  has  become  necessary  to  crush 
apopnlation  sufficiently  numerous,  intelligent,  and  warlike  to  constitute  a  nation. 
We  nave  not  only  to'  defeat  their  armed  and  organized  forces  in  the  field,  but  to  dis- 
play such  an  overwhelming  strength  as  will  convince  all  our  antagonists,  especially 
those  of  the  governing,  aristocratic  class,  of  the  utter  impossibility  of  resistance.  Oor 
late  reverses  make  this  course  imperative.  Had  we  been  successful  in  the  recent  bat- 
tle (Manassas),  it  is  possible  that  we  might  have  been  spared  the  labor  and  expenses 
of  a  great  effort. 

Now  we  have  no  alternative.  Their  success  will  enable  the  political  leaders  of  the 
rebels  to  convince  the  mass  of  their  people  that  we  are  inferior  to  them  in  force  and 
courage,  and  to  command  all  their  resources.  The  contest  besan  with  a  class ;  now  it 
is  with  a  people.    Our  military  success  can  alone  restore  the  former  issue. 

By  thoroughly  defeating  their  armies,  taking  their  strong  places,  and  pursuing  a 
rigidly  protective  policy  as  to  private  property  and  unarmed  persons,  ana  a  lenient 
course  as  to  private  soldiers,  we  may  well  hope  for  a  permanent  restoration  of  a  peace- 
fhl  Union.  But  in  the  first  instance  the  authority  of  the  Government  must  be  sup- 
ported by  overwhelming  physical  force. 

Our  foreign  relations  and  financial  credit  also  imperatively  demand  that  the  military 
action  of  the  Government  should  be  prompt  and  irresistible. 

The  rebels  have  chosen  Virginia  as  their  battle-field,  and  it  seems  proper  for  us  to 
make  the  first  great  struggle  there.  But,  while  thus  directing  our  main  efforts,  it  is 
necessary  to  diminish  the  resistance  there  offered  us  by  movements  on  other  points 
both  by  land  and  water. 

Without  entering  at  present  into  details,  I  would  advise  that  a  strong  movement  be 
made  on  the  Mississippi,  and  that  the  rebels  be  driven  out  of  Missouri. 

*  See  Vol.  II  of  this  series,  p.  763. 
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As  Mon  aa  it  beoomes  perfectly  elear  that  Kentaoky  ia  ooidUlly  imited  with  na^  I 
woold  adviee  a  movement  thioaffh  that  State  into  Eastern  Tennessee,  for  the  purpose 
•f  assisting  the  Union  men  of  that  region  and  of  seising  the  railroads  leadine  from 
Memphis  to  the  East.  The  possession  of  those  roads  by  ns,  in  oonneotion  with  the 
BoreBMnt  on  the  Mississippi,  woold  go  flsr  towards  determining  the  evaooation  of 
Virginia  by  the  rebels.  In  the  mean  time  all  the  paosen  \fkU>  Western  Virginia  from 
the  Eaat  should  be  securely  guarded,  but  I  would  advise  no  movement  from  that  quar- 
ter towarda  Biohmond,  unless  the  political  condition  of  Kentucky  renders  it  impoasible 
or  inexpedient  for  us  to  make  the  movement  upon  Eastern  Tennessee  through  that 
State.  Every  eifort  shoidd,  however,  be  made  to  organise,  equi^,  and  arm  as  manv 
tioops  aa  possible  in  Western  Virginia,  in  order  to  render  the  Ohio  and  Indiana  legi- 
meata  available  for  other  operations. 

At  aa  early  a  day  as  practicable  it  would  be  well  to  protect  and  reopen  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  Baltimore  and  Fort  Monroe  should  be  occupied  oy  garrisons  suffi- 
cient to  retain  them  in  our  possession. 

The  importance  of  Harpers  Ferry  and  the  line  of  the  Potomac  in  the  direction  of 
Leesbnrg  will  be  very  materially  diminished  so  soon  as  our  force  in  this  vicinity  be- 
oomee  organised,  strong,  and  efficient,  because  no  capable  general  will  cross  the  river 
north  ot  this  city  when  we  have  a  strong  army  here  ready  to  cut  off  his  retreat. 

To  revert  to  the  West :  It  is  probable  that  no  very  large  additions  to  the  troops  now 
in  Missouri  wiU  be  necessary  to  sscure  that  State. 

I  presume  that  the  force  required  for  the  movement  down  the  Mississippi  will  be  de- 
termined by  its  commander  and  the  President.  If  Kentucky  assumes  the  right  posi- 
tion, not  more  thaa  90JOOO  will  be  needed,  together  with  those  that  can  be  raised  in 
that  State  and  Eastern  Tennessee,  to  secure  the  latter  region  and  its  railroads,  as  well 
as  ultimately  to  occupy  Nashville. 

The  Western  Virginia  troops,  with  not  more  than  5.000  to  10,000  from  Ohio  and  In- 
diana, shonld,  under  proper  management,  suffice  for  its  jraotection. 

When  we  hiave  reorganized  our  midn  army  here  10,000  men  ought  to  be  enough  to 
protect  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  and  the  Potomac ;  6,000  will  garrison  Balti- 
more, 3,000  Fort  Monroe,  and  not  more  than  20,000  will  be  necessary  at  the  utmost  for 
the  defense  of  Washington. 

For  the  main  army  <u  operations  I  urge  the  following  composition : 

Men. 

250  renments  of  inHsntry,  say S25, 000 

too  fi^  batteries,  600  guns 15,000 

88  regiments  of  cavalry 25,500 

5  regiments  engineer  troops 7,500 

Total 273,000 

The  force  must  be  supplied  with  the  necessary  engineer  and  pontoon  trains*  and 
with  transportation  for  everything  save  tents.  Its  general  line  of  operations  should 
be  so  directed  that  water  transportation  can  be  availed  of  from  point  to  point  by 
means  of  the  ocean  and  the  rivers  emptving  into  it.  An  essential  feature  of  the  plan 
of  opertitions  will  be  the  emplovment  of  a  strong  naval  force,  to  protect  the  movement 
ef  a  fleet  of  transports  intended  to  convey  a  considerable  body  of  troops  from  point  to 
point  of  the  enemy's  sea-coast,  thus  either  creating  diversions  and  rendering  it  nec- 
esMuy  for  them  to  detach  largely  from  their  main  bodv  in  order  to  protect  such  of  their 
cities  as  may  be  threatened,  or  else  luiding  and  forming  establishments  on  their  coast 
at  any  favorable  plaees  that  opportunity  might  offer.  This  naval  force  should  also  co- 
operate with  the  main  army  in  its  efforts  to  seize  the  important  seaboard  towns  of  the 
rebels. 

It  cannot  bo  i  onorsd  that  the  construction  of  railroads  has  introduced  a  new  and 
very  important  element  into  war,  by  the  great  facilities  thus  given  for  concentrating 
St  particular  positions  large  masses  of  troops  from  remote  sections,  and  by  creating 
new  strategic  points  and  lines  of  operations. 

It  is  intended  to  overcome  this  difficulty  by  the  partial  operations  suggested,  and 
saeh  others  as  the  particular  case  mav  require.  We  must  enaeavor  to  seize  places  on 
the  railways  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  points  of  concentration,  and  we  must  threaten 
their  seaboard  citiea,  in  order  that  each  State  may  be  forced,  by  the  necessity  of  its 
oim  defense,  to  diminish  Its  contingent  to  the  Confederate  army. 

The  proposed  movement  down  the  Mississippi  will  produce  important  results  in  this 
connection.  That  advance  and  the  progress  of  the  main  army  at  the  East  will  ma- 
terially assist  each  other  by  diminishing  tne  resistance  to  be  encountered  by  each. 

The  tendency  of  the  Miisissippi  movement  upon  all  questions  connected  with  cotton 
U  too  well  understood  by  the  President  and  Cabinet  to  need  any  illustration  from  me. 

There  is  anotber  independent  movement  that  has  often  been  suggested,  and  which 
has  always  recommendsid  itself  to  my  judgment.  I  refer  to  a  movement  from  Kansas 
and  Nebraska  throagh  the  Indian  Territory  upon  Bed  Biver  and  Western  Texas,  for 
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the  puTpoBe  of  proteoting  and  developioff  the  latent  Union  and  ftee-8tate  sentiment 
well  known  to  predominate  in  Western  l^zas,  and  which,  like  a  similar  sentiment  in 
Western  Virginia,  will,  if  protected,  ultimately  organize  that  section  into  a  firee  State. 
How  far  it  will  be  possible  to  support  this  movement  by  an  advance  through  New 
Mexico  from  Califomia  is  a  matter  which  I  have  not  sufficiently  examined  to  oe  able 
to  express  a  decided  opinion.  If  at  all  practicable  it  is  eminently  desirable,  as  bring- 
ing into  play  the  resourcea  and  warlike  qualities  of  the  Pacific  States,  as  well  as  idenu- 
fymg  them  with  our  cause  and  cementing  the  bond  of  union  between  them  and  the 
Qeneral  Government. 

If  it  is  not  departing  too  far  from  my  province,  I  will  venture  to  suggest  the  policy 
of  an  intimate  iuliance  and  cordial  understanding  with  Mexico ;  their  sympathies  and 
interests  are  with  us — their  antipathies  exclusively  against  our  enemies  and  their  in- 
stitutions. I  think  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  firom  the  Mexican  Government 
the  right  to  use,  at  least  during  the  present  contest,  the  road  firom  Guaymas  to  New 
Mexico.  This  concession  would  very  materially  reduce  the  obstacles  of  the  column 
moving  fh>m  the  Pacific.  A  similar  permission  to  use  their  territory  for  the  passage 
of  troops  between  the  Panuco  and  the  Bio  Grande  would  enable  us  to  throw  a  column 
of  troops  by  a  sood  road  fh>m  Tampico,  or  some  of  the  small  harbors  north  of  it,  upon 
and  across  the  uio  Grande,  without  risk,  and  scaroelv  firing  a  shot. 

To  what  extent,  if  any,  it  would  be  desirable  to  take  into  service  and  employ  Mexi- 
can soldiers  is  a  question  entirely  political,  on  which  I  do  not  yenture  to  offer  an 
opinion. 

The  force  I  have  recommended  is  large ;  the  expense  is  great.  It  is  possible  that 
a  smaller  force  might  accomplish  the  object  in  view,  but  I  understand  it  to  be  the 
purpose  of  this  great  nation  to  re-establish  the  power  of  its  Government  and  restore 
peace  to  its  citizens  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

The  question  to  be  decided  is  simply  this :  Shall  we  crush  the  rebellion  at  one  blow, 
terminate  the  war  in  one  campaign,  or  shall  we  leave  it  as  a  legacy  for  our  descend- 
ants? 

When  the  extent  of  the  possible  line  of  operations  is  considered,  the  force  asked  for 
for  the  main  army  under  m^  command  cannot  be  regarded  as  unduly  large ;  every 
mile  we  advance  carries  us  farther  from  our  base  of  operations  and  renders  detach- 
ments necessary  to  cover  our  communications,  while  the  enemy  will  be  constantly 
concentrating  as  he  falls  back.  I  pro])ose,  with  the  force  which  I  have  requested,  not 
only  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  Virginia  and  occupy  Richmond,  but  to  occupy  Cfhar- 
leston,  Savannah,  Montgomery,  Pensacola,  Mobile,  and  New  Orleans:  in  other  words, 
to  move  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country  and  crush  the  rebellion  in  its  very 
heart. 

By  seizing  and  repairing  the  railroads  as  we  advance  the  difficMties  of  transporta- 
tion will  be  materially  diminished.  It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  state  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  forces  named  in  this  memorandum,  strong  reserves  uiould  be  formed,  ready 
to  supply  anv  losses  tliat  may  occur. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  submit  that  the  exigencies  of  the  Treasury  may  be  lessened 
bv  making  only  partial  payments  to  our  troops  when  in  the  enemy's  country,  and  by 
giving  the  obligations  of  the  United  States  for  such  supplies  as  may  there  be  obtained. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Gmerdl, 

I  do  not  think  the  events  of  the  war  have  proved  these  views  upon 
the  method  and  plans  of  its  conduct  altogether  incorrect.  They  cer- 
tainly have  not  proved  my  estimate  of  the  number  of  troops  and  scope 
of  operations  too  large.  It  is  probable  that  I  did  underestimate  the 
time  necessary  for  the  completion  of  arms  and  equipments.  It  was  not 
strange,  however,  that  by  many  civilians  intrusted  with  authority  there 
should  have  been  an  exactly  opposite  opinion  held  on  both  these  par- 
ticulars. 

The  result  of  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  had  been  almost  to  destroy 
the  morale  and  organization  of  our  Army,  and  to  alarm  Government  and 
people.  The  national  capital  was  in  danger;  it  was  necessary,  besides 
holding  the  enemy  in  check,  to  build  works  for  its  defense  strong  and 
capable  of  being  held  by  a  small  force. 

It  was  necessary  also  to  create  a  new  army  for  active  operations,  and 
to  expedite  its  organization,  equipment,  and  the  accumulation  of  the 
material  of  war,  and  to  this  not  inconsiderable  labor  all  my  energies  for 
the  next  three  months  were  constantly  devoted. 

Gi^e  is  a  necessary  element  in  the  creation  of  armies^  and  I  do  not 
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flierefore  think  it  necessary  to  more  than  mention  the  impatience  with 
wliich  many  regarded  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of  new  levies,  thongh  le- 
cruited  and  prcMssed  forward  with  unexampled  rapidity,  the  mannfactore 
and  supply  of  arms  and  equipments,  or  the  vehemence  with  which  an 
immediate  advance  upon  the  enemy's  works  directly  in  our  Iront  was 
urged  by  a  patriotic  but  sanguine  i>eople. 

The  President,  too,  was  anxious  for  the  speedy  employment  of  our 
Army,  and,  although  possessed  of  my  plans  through  frequent  confer- 
ences, desired  a  paper  from  me  upon  the  condition  of  the  forces  under 
my  command  and  the  immediate  measures  to  be  taken  to  increase  their 
eflLdency.  Accordingly,  in  the  latter  part  of  October  I  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  In  confonnity  with  a  penonol  nndeistanding  with  the  Presideat  yesterday.  I 
have  the  honor  to  suomit  the  foUowlng  statement  of  thp  condition  of  the  army  under 
my  command;  and  the  measures  requirod  for  the  preservation  of  the  Government  and 
the  soppreesion  of  the  rehellion : 

It  wiU  he  rememhered  that  in  a  memorial  \  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the  Presi- 
dent soon  after  my  arrival  in  Washington,  and  in  my  communication  addressed  to 
Lientenant-Geueral  Soott  under  date  of  tith  of  August,*  in  my  letter  to  the  President* 
authorizin);  him,  at  his  request^  to  withdraw  the  letter  written  by  me  to  General 
Scott,  and  in  m^  letter  of  the  8tn  of  September,!  answering  your  note  of  inquiry  of 
that  date,  my  views  on  the  same  subject  are  frankly  and  fully  expressed. 

In  these  several  communications  I  have  stated  the  force  I  regarded  as  necessary  to 
enable  this  army  to  advance  with  a  reasonable  certainty  of  success,  at  the  same  time 
leaving  the  capital  and  the  line  of  the  Potomac  sufficiently  guarded  not  only  to  secure 
the  retreat  of  the  main  army  in  the  event  of  disaster,  out  to  render  it  out  of  the 
enemy's  power  to  attempt  a  mversion  in  Maryland. 

So  much  time  has  passed  and  the  winter  is  approaching^  so  rapidly,  that  but  two 
courses  are  left  to  the  Government,  viz,  either  to  go  into  winter  quarters  or  to  assume 
the  offensive  with  forces  greatly  inferior  in  numbers  to  the  army  I  regarded  as  desira- 
ble  and  necessary.  If  political  considerations  render  the  first  course  unadvisable,  the 
second  alone  remains.  While  I  regret  that  it  has  not  been  deemed  expedient,  or  per- 
haps possible,  to  concentrate  the  forces  of  the  nation  in  this  vicinity  (remaining  on 
the  defensive  elsewhere)^  keeping  the  attention  and  efforts  of  the  Government  £ced 
u^n  this  as  the  vital  point  where  the  issue  of  the  great  contest  is  to  be  decided,  it  may 
snll  be  that,  by  introducing  unity  of  action  and  design  amouj^  the  various  armies  of 
the  land,  by  determining  the  courses  to  be  pursued  by  the  various  commanders  under 
one  i^enenu  plan,  tranuerring  from  the  other  armies  the  snperiiuons  strength  not 
required  for  tne'  purpose  in  view,  and  thus  re-enforcing  this  mam  army,  whose  destiny 
it  IS  to  decide  the  controversy,  we  may  yet  be  able  to  move  with  a  reasonable  prospect 
of  success  before  the  winter  is  fairly  upon  us. 

The  nation  feels,  and  I  share  that  feeUng,  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  holds  the 
fate  of  the  country  in  its  hands.  The  stake  is  so  vast,  the  issue  so  momentous,  and 
the  effect  of  the  next  battle  will  be  so  important  thoughout  the  future  as  well  as  the 
present,  that  I  continue  to  urge,  as  I  have  ever  done  since  I  entered  upon  the  com- 
mand of  this  army,  upon  the  Government  to  devote  its  energies  and  its  available 
resources  towards  increasing  the  numbers  and  efficiency  of  the  army  on  which  its  sal- 
vation depends. 

A  statement,  carefully  prepared  by  the  chiefs  of  engineers  and  artillery  of  this  army, 
gives  as  the  necessary  garrison  of  this  city  and  its  fortifications  33,795  men,  say  35,000. 

The  present  garrison  of  Baltimore  and  its  dependencies  is  about  10.000.  I  have 
sent  the  chief  of  my  staff  to  make  a  careful  examination  into  the  condition  of  these 
troops,  and  to  obtain  the  information  requisite  to  enable  me  to  decide  whether  thia 
number  can  be  diminished  or  the  reverse. 

At  least  5,000  men  will  be  required  to  watch  the  river  hence  to  Harper's  Ferry  and 
its  vicinity ;  probably  8,000  to  guard  the  Lower  Potomac. 

As  yon  are  aware,  all  the  information  we  have  from  spies,  prisoners,  &o.,  agrees  in 
showing  that  the  enemy  have  a  force  on  the  Potomac  not  less  than  150,000  strong, 
well  dnlled  and  equipped,  ably  commanded,  and  strongly  intrenched.  It  is  plain, 
therefore,  that  to  insure  success,  or  to  render  it  reasonably  certain,  the  active  army 
should  not  number  less  than  150,000  efficient  troops,  with  400  guns,  unless  some  mato- 
rial  change  occurs  in  the  force  in  front  of  us. 

The  requisite  force  for  an  advance  movement  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  may  be 
thus  estimated: 


•That  letter  and  resulting  correspondence,  found  since  this  volume  was  stereotyped, 
rill  be  printed  in  Series  I,  Vol.  XI,  Part  III.  ^ 

tSee  p.  587. 


10  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,  N.  VA.,  AND  W.  VA.        ICbap.  XIV. 

Hen.      OmMw 

Column  of  active  operations 150,000  400 

Garrison  of  the  city  of  Waahington 35,000  40 

To  guard  the  Potomac  to  Harper's  Ferry 5,000  12 

To  guard  the  Lower  Potomac: 8,000  94 

Garrison  for  Baltimore  and  Annapolis • 10,000  IS 

Total  effeoiive  force  required 208,000       488 

or  an  aggregate,  present  and  aheent,  of  about  840,000  men,  should  the  losses  by  sick- 
ness, Ac,  not  rise  to  a  higher  percentage  than  at  present. 

Having  stated  what  1  regard  as  the  requisite  force  to  enable  this  army  to  advance, 
I  now  proceed  to  sive  the  actual  strength  of  the  Armv  of  the  Potomac.  The  aggre- 
gate strength  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by  the  official  report  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th  instant,  was  168,318  officers  and  men  of  all  grades  and  arms.  This  includes 
the  troops  at  Baltimore  and  Annapolis,  on  the  Upper  and  Lower  Potomac,  the  sick, 
absent,  A,o,  The  force  present  for  duty  was  147,605.  Of  this  number  4,2H8  cavalry 
weie  completely  unarmed,  3,103  cavauy  only  partially  armed,  5,979  infantry  une- 

3 nipped,  making  13,410  unflf  for  the  field  (irrespective  of  those  not  yet  sufficiently 
riUed),  and  redncinff  the  effective  force  to  134,285,  and  the  number  disposable  for  an 
advance  to  76,285.  The  infantry  regiments  are,  to  a  considerable  extent,  armed  with 
unserviceable  weapons.  Quite  a  large'  number  of  good  arms,  which  nad  been  in- 
tended for  this  army,  were  ordered  elMwhere,  leaving  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  insuf- 
flcientljr  and,  in  some  caaee,  badly  armed.  On  the  30th  of  September  there  were 
with  this  army  228  field  guns  ready  for  the  field.  So  fl»r  as  arms  and  eciuipments  are 
concerned,  some  of  the  batteries  are  still  quite  raw,  and  unfit  to  go  into  action.  I 
have  intelligence  that  eiffht  New  York  batteries  are  en  ra«t«  hither;  two  others  are 
ready  for  the  field.  I  will  still  (if  the  New  York  batteries  have  six  guns  each)  be  112 
guns  short  of  the  number  required  for  the  active  column,  saying  nothing  for  the  pres- 
ent of  those  necessary  for  the  garrisons  and  corps  on  the  Potomac,  which  would  make 
a  total  deficiency  of  200  guns. 

I  have  thus  bnefly  stated  our  present  condition  and  wants.  It  remains  to  suggest 
the  means  of  supplying  the  defictencies : 

First.  That  all  the  cavalry  and  infsntry  arms,  as  fast  as  procured,  whether  manufac- 
tured in  this  country  or  purchased  abroad,  be  sent  to  this  army  until  it  is  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  field. 

Second.  That  the  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Artillery,  now  understood  to  be 
en  route  from  Fort  Randall  to  Fort  Monroe,  be  ordered  to  this  army,  to  be  mounted  at 
once ;  also  that  the  companies  of  the  Third  Artillery,  ea  route  firom  California,  be  sent 
here.  Had  not  the  order  for  Bmead's  battery  to  come  here  fh>m  Harrisbuig  to  replace 
the  battery  I  gave  General  Sherman  been  so  often  countermanded,  I  wouul  again  ask- 
for  it. 

Third.  That  a  more  effective  regulation  may  be  made  authorizing  the  transfer  of 
men  from  the  volunteers  to  the  regular  batteries,  infantry  and  cavsSry,  that  we  may 
make  the  best  possible  use  of  th*9  invaluable  recular  "skeletons." 

Fourth.  I  have  no  official  information  as  to  the  United  States  forces  elsewhere,  but 
fhim  the  best  information  I  can  obtain  from  the  War  Department  and  other  sources  I 
am  led  to  believe  that  the  United  States  troops  are : 

In  Western  Virginia,  about 30,000 

In  Kentucky 40,000 

In  Missouri 80,000 

In  Fortress  Monroe 11,000 

Totol 161,000 

Besides  these,  I  am  informed  that  more  than  100, 000  are  in  progress  of  organization 
In  other  Northern  and  Western  States. 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that,  not  interfering  with  Kentucky,  there  should 
be  retaiued  in  Western  Virginia  and  Missouri  a  sufficient  force  for  defensive  pur- 
poses, and  that  the  surplus  troops  be  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  enable  it  to 
assume  the  offensive ;  tnat  the  same  course  be  pursued  in  respect  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
and  that  no  further  outside  expeditions  be  attempted  until  we  have  fought  the  great 
battle  in  front  of  us. 

Fifth.  That  every  nerve  be  strained  to  hasten  the  enrollment,  organization,  and 
armament  of  new  batteries  and  regiments  of  infantry. 

Sixth.  That  all  the  battalions  now  raised  for  new  regiments  of  regular  infantry  be 
at  once  ordered  to  this  army,  and  that  the  old  infantry  and  cavalry  en  route  from  Cali- 
fomla  be  ordered  to  this  army  immediately  on  their  arrival  in  New  York. 

I  have  thus  indicated  in  a  general  manner  the  objects  to  be  accomplished  and  the 
means  by  which  we  may  gain  our  ends.  A  vigorous  employment  of  these  means 
will,  in  my  opinion,  enable  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  aisume  successfully  this  sea- 
son the  offensive  operations  which,  ever  since  entering  upon  the  command,  it  has  been 
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my  anxioiis  desire  and  diligent  effort  to  jprepiire  for  and  proaeoute.    The  adrance 
Bbonld  not  be  postiM>nod  beyond  the  25th  of  November,  if  possible  to  avoid  it. 

Unity  in  oonncijk  the  ntmost  vigor  and  energy  in  action,  ore  indispensable.  The 
entne  military  fiela  should  be  srasped  as  a  wl^Ie,  and  not  in  detached  parts.  One 
plan  should  be  agreed  upon  ana  pnrsned ;  a  single  will  ahoold  direct  and  carry  oat 
{brae  plans. 

The  great  object  to  be  accomplished,  the  crashing  defeat  of  the  rebel  army  (now)  at 
ManoBBOs,  sboald  never  for  one  instant  be  lost  sight  of,  but  all  the  intellect  and  means 
and  men  of  the  Government  ponred  apon  that  point.  The  loyal  States  poesess  ample 
foToe  to  effect  all  this  and  more.  The  rebels  have  displayed  enervy,  unanimity,  and 
wisdom  worthy  of  the  most  desperate  days  of  the  French  revolntion.  Should  we  do 
lessf 

The  unity  of  this  nation,  the  preservation  of  our  institutions,  are  so  dear  to  me,  that 
I  have  willingly  sacrtfLced  my  private  happiness  with  the  sincrle  object  of  doing  my 
duty  to  mj  country.  When  toe  task  is  accomplished,  I  shaU  be  glad  to  return  to 
the  obscnnty  Irom  which  events  have  drawn  me.  Whatever  the  determination  of  the 
Government  may  be,  I  will  do  the  best  I  can  with  the  j^rmy  of  the  Potomac,  and  will 
•hare  its  fate,  whatever  may  be  the  task  imposed  upon  me. 

Permit  me  to  add  that,  on  this  occasion,  as  lieretofore,  it  has  been  my  aim  neither 
to  exaggerate  nor  underrate  the  power  of  the  enemy,  nor  Call  to  express  clearly  the 
means  by  which,  in  my  judgment,  that  power  may  be  broken. 

Uiging  the  energy  of  preparation  ana  action,  which  has  ever  been  my  choice,  but 
with  the  fixed  purpose  by  no  act  of  mine  to  expose  the  €k>vemment  to  hazard  by  pre- 
mature movement,  and  requesting  that  this  communication  may  be  laid  before  the 
President^  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

MajOT'  General, 

Hon.  Simon  CAnBox,  Seeretary  of  7F^. 

When  I  assumed  command  in  Washington,  on  the  27th  of  July,  1861, 
the  number  of  troops  in  and  around  the  city  was  about  50,000  infantry, 
less  than  1,000  cavahry,  and  650  artillerymen,  with  nine  imperfect  fiela 
batteries,  of  thirty  pieces.  On  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  Potomac  the 
brigade  organization  of  G^eneral  McDowell  still  existed,  and  the  troops 
were  stationed  at  and  in  rear  of  Fort  Corcoran,  Arlington,  and  Fort 
Albany,  Fort  Bunyon,  Beach's  Mill,  Cole's  Mill,  and  m  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Ellsworth,  with  a  detachment  at  the  Theological  Seminary. 
There  were  no  troops  south  of  Hunting  Creek,  and  many  of  the  regi- 
ments were  encamped  on  the  low  grounds  bordering  the  Potomac,  sel- 
dom in  the  best  positions  for  defense,  and  entirely  inadequate  in  num- 
bers and  condition  to  defend  the  long  line  from  Fort  Corcoran  to  Alex- 
andria. On  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river,  uix)n  the  heights  overlooking 
the  Chain  Bridge,  two  regiments  were  stationed,  whose  commanders 
were  indei>endent  of  each  other.  There  were  no  troops  on  the  important 
Tennallytown  road,  or  on  the  roads  entering  the  city  from  the  south. 
The  camps  w^re  located  without  regard  to  purposes  of  defense  or  in- 
stroction,  the  roads  were  not  picketed,  and  there  was  no  attempt  at  an 
organization  into  brigades. 

In  no  quarter  were  the  dispositions  for  defense  such  as  to  offer  a 
rigorous  resistance  to  a  respectable  body  of  the  enemy,  either  in  the 
position  and  numbers  of  the  troops  or  the  number  and  character  of  the 
defensive  works.  Earthworks,  in  the  nature  of  tStes-clepontj  looked 
upon  the  approaches  to  the  Georgetown  Aqueduct  and  Ferry,  the  Long 
Bridge,  and  Alexandria,  by  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  and  some  simple 
defensive  arrangements  were  made  at  the  Chain  Bridge.  With  the 
latter  exception  not  a  single  defensive  work  had  been  commenced  on 
the  Maryland  side.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  enemy  shelling 
the  city  from  heighto  within  easy  range,  which  could  be  occupied  by  a 
hostile  column  almost  without  resistance.  Many  soldiers  had  deserted, 
and  the  streets  of  Washington  were  crowded  with  straggling  officers 
and  men.  absent  firom  their  stations  without  authority,  whose  behavior 
indicatea  the  general  want  of  discipline  and  organization. 


12  OPERATIONS   IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND   W.   VA.        [Chaf.  XIT. 

I  at  once  designated  an  efficient  staff,  afterwards  adding  to  it  as 
opportunity  was  aflbrded  and  necessity  required,  who  zealously  co- 
operated with  me  in  the  labor  of  bringing  order  out  of  confusion, 
reassigning  troops  and  commands,  projecting  and  throwing  up  defen- 
sive works,  receiving  and  organizing,  equipping  and  providing,  for  the 
new  levies  arriving  in  the  city. 

The  valuable  services  of  these  officers  in  their  various  departments 
during  this  and  throughout  the  subsequent  periods  of  the  history  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  can  hardly  be  sufficiently  appreciated.  Their 
names  and  duties  will  be  given  in  another  part  of  this  report,  and  they 
are  commended  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  War  Department. 

The  restoration  of  order  in  the  city  of  Washington  was  effected  through 
the  appointment  of  a  provost-marshal,  whose  authority  was  supiiorted 
by  the  few  regular  troops  within  my  command.  These  troops  were  thus 
in  position  to  act  as  a  reserve,  to  be  sent  to  any  point  of  attack  where 
their  services  might  be  most  wanted.  The  energy  and  ability  displayed 
by  Col.  A.  Porter,  the  provost-marshal,  and  his  at^sistants,  and  the  strict 
discharge  of  their  duty  by  the  troops,  produced  the  best  results,  and 
Washington  soon  became  one  of  the  most  quiet  cities  in  the  Union. 

The  new  levies  of  infantry,  upon  arriving  in  Washington,  were  formed 
into  provisional  brigades,  and  placed  in  camp  in  the  suburbs  of  the  cit^', 
for  equipment,  instruction,  and  discipline.  As  soon  as  regiments  were 
in  a  fit  condition  for  transfer  to  the  forces  across  the  Potomac  they  were 
assigned  to  the  brigades  serving  there.  Brig.  Oen.  F.  J.  Porter  was  at 
first  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the  provisional  brigades.  Brig.  Gen.  A. 
E.  Burnside  was  the  next  officer  assigned  to  this  duty,  from  which, 
however,  he  was  soon  relieved  by  Brig.  Gen.  S.  Casey,  who  continued 
in  charge  of  the  newly-arriving  regiments  untQ  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac departed  for  the  PeninsiUa,  in  March,  1862.  The  newly-arriving 
artillery  troops  reported  to  Brig.  Gen.  Wilham  F.  Barry,  the  chief  of 
artillery,  and  the  cavalry  to  Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman,  the  chief  of 
cavalry. 

By  the  15th  of  October  the  number  of  troops  in  and  about  Washing- 
ton, inclusive  of  the  garrison  of  the  city  and  Alexandria,  the  city  guard, 
and  the  forces  on  the  Maryland  shore  of  the  Potomac  below  Washing- 
ton, and  as  far  as  Cumberland  above,  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Dix  at  Baltimore  and  its  dependencies,  were  as  follows : 

Total  present  for  duty 133,201 

Total  sick 9,290 

Total  in  confinement 1,156 

Aggregate  present 143,647 

Aggpregate  absent 8,404 

Grand  aggregate 152,051 

The  following  table  exhibits  similar  data  for  the  periods  stated,  in- 
cluding the  troops  in  Maryland  and  Delaware : 


Date. 


December  1,  1861 , 

January  1. 18«a    

Febmary  1, 1803 

March  1,1863 


Preaent. 


For  dutj. 


169. 452 
191. 480 
190,806 
193,143 


Sick. 


15,102 
14,790 
14,363 
13,167 


In  confine* 
ment. 


9.189 
3,260 
9,917 
3,108 


Absent. 


I 


a 


11,470  196.213 
11,707  219,707 
14,110  I  223.1% 
13,570  I  331,987 


.) 
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For  oonTenience  of  reference  the  stxength  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac at  Bubseqaejit  periods  is  given : 


Present. 

Absent 

N 

II 

DtU. 

7or  dnij. 

Blok. 

In  arreat  or  eon- 
flaement. 

1 

i 

8 

OflUsen. 

Men. 

Offloera. 

Ken. 

Offioera 

Hen. 

AprflM.... 
#«iw  20. . . . 
JolylO.... 

4.720 
4.06ft 
8,884 

104.610 

101. 160 

85^710 

238 
498 
886 

5.885 
10,541 
16b  000 

41 
44 
GO 

350 

820 
218 

115,850 
117.220 
106^406 

11.037 
27.700 
84*088 

■'"887" 
8,783 

•126,387 
tl45,813 
:144,888 

•  lododlBg  Fnaklia. 

t  InicIadiBg  KcCaU.  not  Dix. 

Z  IndadiBg  two  brigadea  of  Shidda*  dlTislan.  abaent,  5,854  men. 

In  organizing  theArmy  of  the  Potomac  and  preparing  it  for  the  field, 
the  first  step  taken  was  to  organize  the  infantry  into  brigades  of  four 
regiments  each,  retaining  the  newly-arrived  regiments  on  the  Maryland 
side  nntil  their  armament  and  equipment  were  issned  and  they  had 
obtained  some  little  elementary  instruction  before  assigning  them  per- 
manently to  brigades.  When  the  organization  of  the  brigades  was  well 
established  and  the  troops  somewhat  disciplined  and  instructed,  divis- 
ions of  three  brigades  each  were  gradually  formed,  as  is  elsewhere  stated 
in  this  report.  Although  I  was  always  in  favor  of  the  organization 
into  army  corps  as  an  abstract  principle,  I  did  not  desire  to  form  them 
nntil  the  army  had  been  for  some  little  time  in  the  field,  in  order  to 
enable  the  general  officers  first  to  acquire  the  requisite  exi)erience  as 
division  commanders  on  active  service  and  that  I  might  be  able  to 
decide  from  actual  trial  who  were  best  fitted  to  exercise  these  important 
commands.  For  a  similar  reason  I  carefully  abstained  from  making  any 
recommendatious  for  the  promotion  of  officers  to  the  grade  of  m%jor- 
general. 

When  new  batteries  of  artillery  arrived^  they  also  were  retained  in 
Washington  until  their  armament  and  equipment  were  completed  and 
their  instruction  sufficiently  advanced  to  justify  their  being  assigned  to 
divisions.  The  same  course  was  pursued  in  regard  to  cavalry.  I  regret 
that  circumstances  have  delayed  the  chief  of  cavalry,  General  George 
Stoneroan,  in  furnishing  his  report  upon  the  organization  of  that  arm 
of  service.  It  will,  however,  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  completed,  and 
will  doubtless  show  that  the  difficult  and  important  duties  intrusted 
to  him  were  efficiently  performed.  He  encountered  and  overcame,  as 
^T  as  it  was  possible,  continual  and  vexatious  obstacles  arising  from 
the  great  deficiency  of  cavalry  arms  and  equipments  and  the  entire 
inefficiency  of  many  of  the  regimental  officers  first  appointed.  This  last 
difficulty  was,  to  a  considerable  extent,  overcome  in  the  cavalry,  as  well 
as  in  the  infontry  and  artillery,  by  the  continuid  and  prompt  action  of 
courts-martial  and  boards  of  examination. 

As  rapidly  as  circumstances  permitted  every  cavalry  soldier  was  armed 
with  a  saber  and  revolver,  and  at  least  two  squadrons  in  every  regiment 
with  carbines. 

It  was  intended  to  assign  at  least  one  regiment  of  cavalry  to  each 
division  of  the  active  army,  besides  forming  a  cavalry  reserve  of  the 
regular  regiments  and  some  picked  regiments  of  volunteer  cavalry. 
Circumstances  beyond  my  control  rendered  it  impossible  to  cany  out 
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this  inteution  fdlly,  and  the  cavahry  force  serving  with  the  army  in  the 
field  was  never  as  large  as  it  ought  to  have  been. 

It  was  determined  to  collect  the  regular  infantrv  to  form  the  nudens 
of  a  reserve.  The  advantage  of  such  a  body  of  troops  at  a  critical 
moment,  especially  in  an  army  constituted  mainlv  of  new  levies,  im- 
perfectly disciplined,  has  been  frequently  illustratea  in  military  history-, 
and  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  country  at  the  first  battle  of 
Manassas.  I  have  not  been  disappointed  in  the  estimate  formed  of  the 
value  of  these  troops.  I  have  always  found  them  to  be  relied  on. 
Whenever  they  have  been  brought  under  fire  they  have  shown  the 
utmost  gallantry  and  tenacity.  The  regular  infantiy,  which  had  been 
collected  from  distant  posts  and  which  had  been  recruited  as  rapidly  as 
the  slow  progress  of  recruiting  for  the  regular  service  would  allow,  added 
to  the  small  battalion  with  McDowell's  army  which  I  found  at  Wash- 
ington on  my  arrival,  amounted  on  the  30th  of  August  to  1,040  men ; 
on  the  28th  of  February,  1862.  to  2,682,  and  on  the  30th  of  April,  to 
4,603.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1862,  they  were  assigned  to  General  Por- 
ter's corps  for  organization  as. a  division,  with  the  Fifth  Begimeut  New 
York  Volunteers,  which  joined  May  4,  and  the  Tenth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, which  joined  subsequently.  They  remained  from  the  commence- 
ment under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes,  m%ior  Third  In- 
fantry, U.  S.  Army. 

ABTILLEBT. 

The  creation  of  an  adequate  artillery  establishment  for  an  army  of  so 
large  proportions  was'  a  formidable  undertaking,  and  had  it  not  been 
that  the  country  possessed  in  the  regular  service  a  body  of  accomplished 
and  energetic  artillery  officers,  the  task  would  have  been  almost  hopeless. 

The  charge  of  organizing  this  most  important  arm  was  confided  to 

Major  (afterwards  Brig.  Gen.)  William  F.  Barry,  chief  of  artillery,  whose 

industry  and  zeal  achieved  the  best  results.    The  report  of  General 

Barry  is  appended  among  the  accompanying  documents.    By  referring 

to  it  it  will  be  observed  that  the  followitig  principles  were  adopted  as 

the  basis  of  organization  :* 

•  •••••• 

The  zeal  and  services  of  M%j,  A.  S.  Webb,  assistant  to  General 
Barry,  entitle  him  to  especial  praise.  At  the  close  of  the  Peninsular 
campaign  General  Barry  assumed  the  duties  of  chief  of  artillery  of  the 
defenses  of  Washington,  and  was  relieved  in  his  former  position  by 
Col.  Henry  J.  Hunt,  who  had  commanded  the  artillery  reserve  with 
marked  skill,  and  brought  to  his  duties  as  chief  of  artillery  the  highest 
qualifications.  The  services  of  this  distinguished  officer  in  reorganizing 
and  refitting  the  batteries  prior  to  and  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  and 
his  gallant  and  skillful  conduct  on  that  field,  merit  the  highest  enco- 
mium in  my  power  to  bestow.  His  assistant,  Mtyor  Doull,  deserves 
high  credit  for  his  services  and  gallantry  throughout  both  campaigns. 

The  designations  of  the  different  batteries  of  artillery,  both  regular 
and  volunteer,  follow  within  a  few  pages. 

The  following  distribution  of  regiments  and  batteries  was  made,  as  a 
preliminary  organization  of  the  forces  at  hand,  shortly  after  my  arrival 
In  Washington.  The  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  as  fast  as  col- 
lected and  brought  into  primary  organization,  were  assigned  to  brigades 
and  divisions,  as  indicated  in  Uie  subjoined  statements : 

*  For  portioD  here  omitted  lee  Beport  No.  2,  paragraphs  numbered  1  to  7,  and  [13], 
[15],  and  [16],  pp.  67-69. 
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Orffanization  of  the  Divisian  of  the  Potomac^  August  4, 1861. 

Brtgadier-Chmerdl  Bmmier'B  Maad0.^Tweutj'ttMf  Twenty-fifth,  Thiitf-fifthy  and 
Thirty-eeyentli  Begimente  New  York  Volnnteen. 

Brigaimitr-GeHenU  HeinUamtm'§  Mgade.-^Fiith.  Begiment  Maine  Volnnteen,  Six- 
teenth, Twenty-Axth,  and  Twenty-aeventh  Begiments  New  York  VolnnteeiB,  and  Tid- 
hall's  batteTyjA),  Second  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Brig.  Chn.  fv.  T.  8herman*§  6H9«d0.~Nlnth  and  Fourteenth  Begiments  Massachn- 
■ett's  Volunteers,  I)e  Kalb  [Forty-firsti  Begiment  New  York  Volnnteers,  Fonrth  Begl- 
menft  Michigan  Volnnteers.  Hamilton's  battery  (£),  Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Com- 
pany I,  Second  U.  8.  Cayalry. 

Briffadiar-General  Keamjf'M  Mgade, — ^First,  Second,  and  Third  Begiments  New  Jer- 
sey Volnnteen,  Greene's  battery  (G),  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Company  G,  Second 
U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Briffodkr-OmertU  Hooha*9  hriaadd—T^iBi  and  Elerenth  Begiments  Massaohnsetts 
Volnnteen,  Second  Begiment  New  Hampshire  Volnnteers,  and  Twenty-sixth  Begi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Cctomel  Kejfet^  M^ada— Twenty-second.  Twenty-fourth,  and  Thirtieth  Begiments 
New  York  Volnnteera,  and  Fourteenth  Begiment  New  York  State  Militia  [Eighty- 
fourth  Volnnteen]. 

Brigadier-GmurtU  Fnmk!in*§  ftrtoofls.— Fifteenth,  Eighteenth,  Thirty-fint  and  Thirty- 
Second  Itegiments  New  York  Volunteers,  Piatt's  battery  (M),  Second  .U.  S.  Artillery, 
and  Company  C  [Fixst],  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cavalry. 

CoUmel  JHemker§  ftrMOcfe.— Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  Begiments  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Twenty-seventh  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Garibaldi  Guard 
[Thirty-ninth],  New  York  Volunteers. 

Calomel  BiduurdMam*§  drtas^— Twelfth  Begiment  New  York  Volnnteen  and  Second 
and  Third  Begiments  Michigan  Volunteers. 

BiigadUr-GtMral  SUm^9  bHaodB, — ^Thirty-fourth  and  Tammany  [Forty-second]  Begi- 
ments New  York  Volunteers,  Fint  Begiment  Biinnesota  Volunteers,  and  Second  Begi- 
ment New  York  State  Militia  [Eighty-second  Volnnteen]. 

ColL  William  F,  8mitk*§  hrigade,— Second  and  Third  Begiments  Vermont  Volunteers, 
Sixth  Begiment  Maine  Volunteers,  Thirty-third  Begiment  New  York  Volnnteen,  Com- 
pany H,  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  and  Captain  Mott's  New  York  battery. 

Colimel  Caudi'§  brigade, — Second  Begiment  Bhode  Island  Volunteers,  Seventh  and 
Tenth  B^ments  Massachusetts  Volnnteen,  and  Thirty-sixth  Begiment  New  York 
Volunteers. 

The  Second  Begiment  Maine,  the  Second  Beelment  Wisconsin,  and  the  Thirteenth 
Roriment  New  York  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Fort  Corcoran. 

The  Twenty-first  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Fort  Bunyon. 

The  Seventeenth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  stationed  at  Fort  Ellsworth. 

By  October  the  new  levies  had  arrived  in  sufficient  nnmbers,  and  the 
pnicess  of  organisation  so  &r  carried  on  that  the  construction  of  divis- 
ions had  been  efifected. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  comi>osition  of  the  Army,  Octo- 
ber 15, 1861: 

OrganieatUm  oftke  Army  of  the  PotomaCf  October  15, 1861. 

L  Brig.  Gen.  George  SUmemamfe  eavalrg  eommoMd. — Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Fourth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavaliy,  Oneida  Caval^  (fint  company),  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
(Harlan's),  and  Barker's  Illinois  Cfavalry  (one  conmany). 

2.  CoU  a.  J.  Hunfe  ariilleri  reisrvf.— Batteries  L,  A,  and  B,  Second  IT.  S.  ArtiUery ; 
Batteries  K  and  F,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery ;  Battery  K,  Fourth  U.  S.  ArtiUery;  Batteiy 
H,  First  U.  S.  ArtUlery,  and  Battery  A,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

3.  cnr  OUABD,  bbio.  obn.  andbxw  fobtsb. 

CatahTf. — Companies  A  and  £,  Fonrth  U.  8.  Cavalry. 
Jrfii/efy.— Batteij  K,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

/ff/ralry.— Secona  and  Third  hattalions  U.  S.  Infantry,  Company  —  Eighth  and 
CompaDy  —  Fint  U.  S.  Inf^try,  and  Sturges'  rifles  (lUinois  Volnnteen). 

4.  BAHKS*  DIVISION. 

CBM?ry.^Fonr  companies  Third  Regiment  New  York  Cayalry  (Van  Alen's). 
JrUUerg.^Bmt^B  battary  (F),  FourUi  U.  8.  ArtiUery ;  detachment  Ninth  NewTotk 
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Artillery ;  Matthews'  battery  (F),  First  PexmsylTania  ArtiUoTT ;  Tompkins'  battery 
(A),  First  Rhode  Island  ArtiUcry. 

/n/an/ry.— Abe rcrombie's  brisade:  Twelfth  Massachusetts.  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth 
Indiana,  and  Thirtieth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Stiles'  brigade:  Third  Wisconsin, 
Twenty-ninth  PennsyWania,  and  Thirteenth  Maflsachusetts  Volanteere,  and  Ninth 
Now  York  State  Militia  [Eighty-third  Volunteers].  Gordon's  brigade:  Second  Mas- 
sachusetts, Twenty-eighth  and  Nineteenth  New  York,  Fifth  Connecticnt,  Forty-sixth 
and  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  and  First  Maryland  Volunteers. 

M'DOWELL'S  DIVIglON. 

CaoaZry.— Second  New  York  Cavalry  (Harris'  Light),  Colonel  Davics. 

^rftZlery.—Battery  M,  Second,  and  Battery  G,  First,  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Infantrif.^Keyee^  brigade:  Fourteenth  New  York  State  Militia  [Eighty-fourth  Vol- 
unteers], and  Twenty-second,  Twenty-fourth,  and  Thirtieth  Now  York  Volunteers. 
Wadsworth's  brigade:  Twelfth,  Twenty-first,  Twenty^third,  and  Thirty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers.  King's  brigade :  Second,  Sixth,  and  Seventh  Wisconsin,  and  Nine- 
teenth Indiana  Volunteers. 

HEIXTZELMAN'S  DIVISION. 

Cavalrjf, — ^First  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  Colonel  HaUted. 

^r<i/2ery.— Thompson's  battery  (G),  U.  S.  Artillery. 

Infantry. — Richardson's  brigade:  Second.  Third,  and  Fifth  Michigan,  and  Thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers.  Sedgwick's  brigade:  Third  and  Fourtn  Maine  and 
Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  New  York  Volunteers.  Jameson's  brigade :  Thirty-second, 
Sixty-third,  Sixty-first,  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Wild  Cat  Re- 
serves (Pennsylvania  Volunteers). 

T.  J.  porter's  division. 

CaZrary.— Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  Averell,  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  Colonel  Gregg. 

^r<«/ery.— Battery  E,  Second,  and  Battery  E,  Third,  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Infantry, — Morell's  brigade:  Thirty- third  Pennsylvania,  Fourth  Michigan,  Ninth 
Ma^fsachusetts,  and  Fourth  New  York  Volunteers.  Martindale's  brigade :  Thirteenth 
New  York,  Second  Maine,  and  Eighteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  De  Kalb 
[Forty-first]  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers.  Butterfield's  brigade:  Fiftieth  New 
York,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-fifth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, and  Stockton's  Independent  Michigan  [Sixteenth]  Regiment. 

tranklin's  division. 

Cavo/ry.— First  New  York  Cavalry,  Colonel  McReynolds. 

Artillery, — Batteries  D  and  G,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Hexamer's  battery  (New 
Jersey  Volunteers). 

Infantry, — Kearny's  brigade :  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers. Slocum's  bngade:  Sixteenth,  Twenty-sixth,  and  Twenty-seventh  New  York, 
and  Fiftb  Maine  Volunteers.  Newton's  brigade :  Fifteenth,  Eighteenth,  Thirty-tirsty 
and  Thirty-second  New  York  Volunteers. 

stonb's  division. 

Cavalry.—Six  companies  Third  New  York  (Van  Alen)  Cavalry. 

-JWiWerjf.—Kirby'sbatter>'(I),  First  United  States:  Vaughn's  battery  (B),  First  Rhode 
Island  Artillery,  and  Bunting's  Sixth  New  York  Independent  Batti>ry. 

Infantry, — Gorman's  brigade :  Second  New  York  State  Militia  [Eighty-second  Vol- 
nnteers],  First  Minnesota,  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  and  Thirty-fourth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  Tammany  [Forty-second]  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers.  Lan- 
dei-'s  brigade :  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  and  Seventh  Michigan  Vol- 
unteers, and  a  company  of  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters.  Baker's  brigade:  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers  (First,  Second,  and  Third  California). 

buell's  division. 

Jr<i22«ry.~Batteries  D  and  H,  First  Penn^lvania  ArtiUery. 

Infantry, — Couch's  brigade :  Second  Rhode  Island,  Seventh  and  Tenth  Massachn- 
•etts,  and  Thirty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers.    Graham's  brigade:  Twenty-third  and 
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Thiitf-firat  Pennsylvaniay  aod  Sixty-seventh  (First  Long  Island)  and  Sixtv-fifth 
(Fint  U.  S.  ChasaenrB)  New  York  Volnnteere.  Peck's  brigade:  Thirteenth  and 
Tventy-fiist  Pennsylvania  and  Sixty-second  (Anderson  Zonaves)  and  Fifty-fifth 
Mew  York  Yolonteers. 

m'call'8  division. 

CSsralry. — ^First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Cavalry,  Colonel  Bayard. 

AriUlary. — Easton's  battery  (A),  Cooper's  battery  (B),  and  Kerns'  battery  (G), 
First  Pennsylvania  Artillei^. 

Infantry. — Meade's  brigade:  First  Bifles,  Pennsylvania  Beeerves,  Fourth,  Third, 

Seventh,  Eleventh,  and  Second  Pennsylvania  Reserve  In£mtry.     brigade: 

Fifth,  First,  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Infantry.    brigade:  Tenth, 

Sixth,  Ninth,  and  Twolfth  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Infantry. 

hookkb's  division. 

CoMiIry. — ^Eight  companies  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carter. 

JrfiUeiy.— Elder's  battery  (£),  First  U.  S.  ArtiUery. 

Imfamirg, brigade :  fust  and  Eleventh  Massacbnsetts,  Second  New  Hamp- 

ibire,  Twentv-sixth  Pennsylvania,  and  First  Michigan  Volunteers.  Sickles'  brigade: 
Pint,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Be^ments  Excelsior  Brigade  [Seventieth, 
Seventy-first,  Seventy-second,  Seventy-third,  and  Seventy-fourth],  New  York  Yol- 
onteers. 

BUCNKKB'S  BRIOADB. 

CateUry, — ^Fourth  New  York  Cavalry  (mounted  rifies),  Colonel  Dickel. 

JrKZf«r|f.— One  battery. 

Infantry, — Eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  New  York,  Twenty-seventh  and  Thirty-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Garibaldi  Guard,  and  Cameron  Bifles  ( [Thirty-ninth  and 
Sixty-eighth]  New  York  VolunteerB). 

smith's  DIVISION. 

Cavalry. — ^Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Cameron  Dragoons),  Colonel  Friedman. 

ArtiOery.—AjTeB^  battery  (F),  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery;  Mott's  Second  New  York  Inde- 
pendent battery,  and  Barr's  oattery  (E\  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery. 

Infantry. brigade:  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Vermont  Volunteers. 

Stevens'  brigade:  Thirty-third  and  Forty-ninth  New  York  and  Sixth  Maine  Volxm- 
teers.  and  Seventy-ninth  New  York  State  Militia  [Seventy-ninth  Voltmteers].  Han- 
cock's brigade :  Forty-seventh  and  Forty-ninth  Penn^lvania,  Forty-third  New  York, 
and  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volimteers.    Companies  B  and  if,  Berdan  Sharpshooters. 

CSsaey'*  Proviaional  Brigades. — ^Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 
Boundhead  Begiment  (  [One  hundredth]  Pennsylvania  Volunteers),  Battalion  District 
of  Columbia  Volnnteen,  Fortieth  Pennsylvania,  Eighth  New  Jersey,  and  Fourth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers. 

5.  OABBISONS. 

Alexandria, — ^Brigadier-General  Montgomery,  military  governor.  Cameron  Guard 
([Eighty-eighth]  Pennsylvania  Volnnt^rsV. 

Fort  Albany. — ^Fourteenth  Massachusetts  yolunteers. 

Fort  Bickardmm. — Fourth  Connecticut  Volunteers. 

Fart  Waehinglom,-^CompaiiY  D,  First  U.  S.  Artillery;  Companies  H  and  I,  Thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers,  and  United  Statesreoruits  unassigned. 

6.  DIX'S  DIVISION,  BALTDfOBB. 

Cavalry. — Company  of  Penn^lvania  cavalry. 

JrfUtsry.—Battery  I,  Second  U.  S.  Artillery,  Second  MasSaohnaetts  Light  Battery, 
and  a  battery  of  New  York  artillery. 

/ii/imrry.— Third,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  New  York,  Seventeenth  and  Twenty-fifth 
MMachusetts.  Twenty-first  Indiana,  Sixth  Michigazi,  Fourth  Wisconsin,  Seventh 
Maine,  Second  Maiyland  Battalion,  and  Beading  City  Guard,  volunteers. 

[Battery  B,  Third  U.  S.  Artillery,  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  State 
Huitia,  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  Yolunteeirs,  and  the  Bound- 
head  Begiment  were  transferred  to  General  Shecman's  expedition.] 

2  B  B— VOL  V 
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On  the  8th  of  March,  1862,  the  President  directed,  by  the  following 
order,  t^e  organization  of  the  active  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
into  fonr  army  corps,  and  the  formation  of  a  fifth  coriw  from  the  divis- 
ions of  Banks  and  Shields. 

The  following  is  the  text  of  the  President's  order : 

PRKsmEMT'B  Qekebal  War  Ordxr,  >  Exxcunvx  Maksion, 

No.  2.  )  WoBhingUm,  March  8, 18G2. 

Ordered,  1.  That  the  mi^or-general  cominaDdinff  the  Aimy  of  the  Potomac  proceed 
forthwith  to  organize  that  pan;  of  the  aaid  army  destined  to  enter  upon  active  opera- 
tionB  (including  the  reeerve,  but  excluding  the  troops  to  be  left  in  the  fortifications 
about  Washington)  into  fonr  army  corps,  to  be  commanded  according  to  seniority  of 
rank,  as  follows : 

First  Corps  to  consist  of  four  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Hi^.  Qen.  I.  Mc- 
Dowell. 

Second  Corps  to  oonsiat  of  three  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  £. 
y.  Sunmer. 

Third  Corps  to  consist  of  three  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  8.  P. 
Heintselman. 

Fourth  Coips  to  consist  of  three  divisions,  and  to  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Geilt.  £. 
D.  Keyes. 

S.  "Aiat  the  divisions  now  commanded  by  the  officers  above  assigned  to  the  com- 
mands of  army  corps  shall  be  embraced  in  and  form  part  of  their  respective  corps. 

3.  The  forces  left  for  the  defense  of  Washington  will  be  placed  in  command  of  Brig. 
Gen.  James  8.  Wadsworth,  who  shaU  also  m  military  governor  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

4.  That  this  order  be  executed  with  such  promptness  and  dispatch  as  not  to  delay 
the  commencement  of  the  operations  already  directed  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac. 

5.  A  fifth  army  corps,  to  be  commanded  by  Mi^.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  will  be  foimed 
from  his  own  and  Qenenil  Shields'  (late  Gtenoral  Lander's)  divisions. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

The  following  order,  which  was  made  as  soon  as  circumstances  per- 
mitted, exhibits  the  steps  taken  to  carry  out  the  reqairements  of  the 
President's  War  Order,  No.  2 : 

GxMxiuL  Ordsb0|  >  Hbadquartsrs  Army  ov  the  Potomac, 

No.  15L  )  Fairfax  Comrt-HauBe,  Va,,  March  13,  1802. 

In  eomplianoe  with  the  President's  War  Order,  No.  2,  of  Maioh  8.  1863,  the  active 
portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  formed  into  army  corps,  as  follows : 

First  Corps.  Mi^.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell^  to  consist  for  the  present  of  the  divisions 
of  Franklin,  McCall,  and  King. 

Second  Corps,  Brig.  Qen,  E.  v.  Snmner;  divisions,  Richardson,  Blenker,  and  Sedg- 
wick. 

Third  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  8.  P.  Heintaelman;  divisions,  F.  J.  Porter,  Hooker,  and 
Hamilton. 

Fourth  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  £.  D.  Keyesj  divisions,  Conch,  Smith,  and  Casey. 

Fifth  Corps,  Mi^.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks;  divisions,  Williams  and  Shields. 

The  cavalry  regiments  attached  to  divisions  wiU  for  the  present  remain  so.  Sub- 
sequent orders  mil  provide  for  these  regiments,  as  weU  as  for  the  reserve  artiUery, 
regular  infantiy,  and  regular  cavalry,  .foangements  wiU  be  made  to  unite  the  divis- 
ions of  each  army  corps  as  promptlv  as  possib^. 

The  commanders  or  divisions  will  at  once  report  in  person,  or,  where  that  is  impos- 
sible, by  letter  to  the  commander  of  their  army  corps. 

By  command  of  Major-General  HcCleUan : 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
AMiUiant  A^utant-General. 

I  add  a  statement  of  the  organization  and  composition  of  the  troops 
on  April  1,  commencing  with  the  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
which  went  to  the  Peninsula,  giving  afterwards  the  regiments  and 
batteries  left  on  the  Potomac  and  in  Maryland  and  Virginia  after 
April  Ij  1862: 
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Troep§  of  the  Anmjf  of  iik0  Pctomae  $mU  to  ike  Pminaula  {»  Marok  ^tind 

early  in  Aprilj  1862. 

Ut  CftTalry  zeaerve.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St.  O.  Cooko.— Emory's  brigade:  Fifth  U.  8. 
CavAlry;  Sixth  U.  8.  C«v^i£y ;  Sixth  Pemwylvania  Cavalry.  Blake's  brigade:  First 
U.  S.  Cayalry ;  £ighth  Penosylyania  Cavalry j  Barker's  squadron  Illinois  cavalry. 

9d.  Artillery  reserve,  Col.  Henry  J.  Hnnt :  Graham's  battery  {Ji  and  G),  First  U. 
8.,  six  Napoleon  gone;  Bandol's  battery  (£),  Funst  U.  8.,  six  Napoleon  guns;  Car- 
lisle's battery  (£)y  Second  U.  S.,  six 20-ponnder  Parrott  guns;  Bobertson's  battery, 
Second  TJ.  8.,  six  3-inoh  ordnance  gnns:  Benson's  battery  (M),  Second  U.  8.,  blk 
3-ineh  oidnaaoe  gona ;  TidbaU's  battery  (A),  Second  TJ.  8. ,  six  S-inch  ordnance  gnns ; 
Edwards'  battery  TL  and  M),  Third  TJ..S..  ttx  lO-poonder  Parrott  ffnns;  Gibson's  bat- 
tny  fC  and  O),  Thud  U.  8.,  six  3>inch  ordnance  gnns;  Livingston's  battery  (F  and  K), 
Third  U.  8.,  fonrlO-ponnderPanottenns;  Howe^s  battery  (G),  Fourth  U.  8.,  six  Napo- 
Isongnnsj  De  Roa^s  battery  (K),  Fonith  U.  8..  six  Napoleon  guns;  Weed's  battery 
(I),  Fiffh  U.  8.,  aix  3-inoh  ordnancegnns:  8mead'sbattery(K).  Fifth  U.  8  ,  four  Napoleon 
gims;  AmesP  bsttery  (A),  Fifth  U.  8^  six  (fonr  10-ponnder  Parrott  and  two  Napoleon) 
gone;  Diedrich'a  battery  f  A),  New  York  artillery  battalion,  six  SO-ponnder  Parrott 
guns;  Voegelie'a  battery  (B),  New  York  artillery  battalion,  fonr  SO-ponnder  Parrott 
gnns;  Knieriem'a  battery  (C),  New  York  artillegry  battalion,  four  20-ponnder  Parrott 
gone ;  Grim's  battery  (D>,  New  York  artillery  battalion,  six  38-ponnder  howitier  gnns ; 
total,  100  gnns. 

3d.  Volnnteer  enffineer  troops,  General  Woodbnry :  Fifteenth  New  York  Yolnnteers, 
fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers.  Bcffolar  engineer  troops.  Captain  Dnane:  Companies 
A.  B,  and  C,  TJ.  8.  Engineers.  ArtQlery  troops,  with  siege  trains:  First  Connecticnt 
Heavy  Artillery,  Colonel  Tyler. 

4th.  Infiuitry-  reserve  (regular  bri«hde),  General  Sykes:  Nine  companies  Second  U. 
&  Infantry,  seven  companies  Third  u.  S.  Infantry,  ten  companies  Fonrth  U.  8.  In- 
fiutiy,  ton  companies  Sixth  U.  8.  Infantry,  eiffht  companies  Tenth  and  Seventeenth 
U.  8.  In£sQtry,  six  companies  Eleventh  TJ.  8.  Infantry,  eight  companies  Twelfth  TJ. 
8.  Infkntry,  nine  compamies  Fourteenth  TJ.  8.  Infantry,  and  Fifth  New  York  Volun- 
teeiB,  Colonel  Waixen. 


GssoIry.-^Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Colonel  Famsworth,  and  one  squadron  Sixth 
ftw  YoA 


SECOND  C0EP8,  QENBSAL  8UMNES. 
New  Yo^  Cavalry. 

BlCHABD0Oir'8  DIVI8IOK. 

ArHOerv. — Clarke's  battery  (A  and  C),  Fourth  TJ.  8.,  six  Napoleon  guns;  Frank's 
batt^y  (G),  First  New  York,  six  10-pounder  Panott  guns;  Pettif  s  battery  (B),  First 
New  York,  six  10-poonder  Panott  guns ;  Hogan's  battery  (A),  Second  New  York,  six 
lO-poander  Parrott  guns. 

i%f<B*<ry*— Howard's  brigade:  Fifth  New  HamiMhire,  Eightv-first  Pennsylvania, 
and  Six^-first  and  Sixty-tourth  New  York  Volunteers.  Meagher's  brigade :  Sixty- 
ninth,  SlxW-third,  and  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers.  French's  brigade: 
Fifty-second,  Fiffy-seventh,  and  Sixty-sixth  New  York  and  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers. 

sedowick'8  diyision. 

Jrfillcry.—Kirby's  battery  (I),  First  TJ.  8.,  six  Napoleon  gnns;  Tompkins'  battery 
(A),  First  Ehode  Island,  sixjfbur  10-pounder  Parrott  and  two  12-pounder  howitser) 
gnns:  Bartlett's  battery  (B),  First  Rhode  Island,  six  (four  10-pounder  Parrott  and  two 
12-pounder  howitser)  guns;  Owen's  batte^  (G),  six  3-inoh  ordnance  guns. 

ii|Aia«ry.— Gorman's  brigade:  Second  New  York  State  MiUtia,  Fifteenth  Massa- 
chusetts, Thirty-fourth  New  York,  and  First  Minnesota  Volunteers.  Bums' brigade : 
Sixty-ninth,  Seventy-first,  Seventv-seoond,  and  One  hundred  and  sixth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  Dana's  bri^psde:  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  Seventh 
Michigan,  and  Forty-second  New  York  Volunteers. 

Nois. — ^Blenker's  division  detached,  and  assigned  to  the  Mountain  Department. 

TSIBDCOSPSf  OENBEAL  REINTZELMAN. 

GsMlry.— Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Colonel  AverelL 

portbb's  DrvisioN. 

.drMOenr.— Griffin's  battery  (D),  Fifth  TJ.  8.,  six  10-pounder  Parrott  guns ;  Weed- 
en's  baMery  (C),  Bhode  Island;  Martin's  battery  (C).  Bfassachusetts,  six  Napoleon 
sons:  Allen's  battenr  iE\  Masstiinhnsetts.  six  3-inoh  ordnance  cuns. 
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Jn/miiy. — ^MartindAle's  Mnde:  Beoond  Maine,  Eighteenth  and  Twentv^eecond 
Massachnaetts,  and  Twenty-mth  and  Thirteenth  New  York  Volunteers.  MorelPs  brig- 
ade :  Fourteenth  New  York,  Fourth  Michigan,  Ninth  Maasaohusetts,  and  Sixtj-eec- 
ond  PennByivania  Volunteers.  Butterfield's  brigade :  Seventeenth.  Forty-fourth,  and 
Twelfth  New  York,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania,  and  Stockton's  [Sixteenth]  Michigan 
Volunteers. 

First  Berdan  Shaipehooters. 

HOOKKK'8  DIVI8I0N. 

ArHtlety.  —Hall's  battery  (H),  First  U.  S.,  six  (four  10-pounder  Paiiott  and  two 
12-pounder  howitzer)  guns;  Smith's  battery^  Fourth  New  York,  six  10-pounder 
Parrott  guns;  Bramhiul's  battery,  Sixth  New  York,  six  3-inch  ordnance  guns ;  Oa- 
bom's  batte^  (D^,  First  New  York  Artillery,  four  3-inch  ordnance  suns. 

Zi^aa^^.— tickles'  brigade:  First,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  ana  Fifth  Excelsior, 
New  York.  Naglee'a  brigade :  First  and  Eleventh  Massachusetts,  Twenty-sixth  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Second  New  Hampshire  Volunteers.  Colonel  Starr's  bngade :  Fifth, 
Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

HAMILTOIi^S  DIVISION. 

^r^tonf. ^Thompson's  battery  (Q),  Second  U.  S.,  six  Napoleon  guns;  Beam's 
battery  (B),  New  Jersey,  six  (four  10-pounder  Parrott  and  two  Napoleon)  guns ;  Ran- 
dolph's battery  (E),  Rhode  Island,  six  (four  10-pounder  Parrott  and  two  Napoleon) 
guns. 

Infantry. — Jameson's  brigade:  One  hundred  and  fifth.  Sixty-third,  and  Fifty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  and  Eighty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers.    Bimey's  brigade : 

Thirty-eiffhth  and  Fortieth  New  York  and  Third  and  Fourth  Maine  Volunteers.  

brigade:  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth  Michigan  and  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volun- 
teers. 

FOURTH  COBPSy  GENERAL  KETES. 

couch's  division, 

Artillerjf, — ^McCarthy's  battery  (C),  First  Pennsylvania,  four  ICK-ponnder  Parrott 

funs ;  Flood's  battery  (D),  First  Pennsylvania,  four  10-ponuder  Parrottguns ;  Miller's 
attery  (E),  First  Pennsylvania,  four  Napoleon  guns;  Brady's  battery  (F),  First  Penn- 
sylvania, four  10-poander  Parrott  ^pins. 

Infantry. — Graham's  brigade:  Sixty-seventh  (First  Long  Island)  and  Sixty-fifth 
(First  U.  S.  Chasseurs)  Now  York,  and  Twenty-third,  Thirty-first,  and  Sixty-first  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers.  Peck's  brigade :  Ninety-eighth,  One  hundred  and  second,  and 
Ninety-third  Pennsylvania,  and  Sixty-second  and  Fifty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers. 
brigade :  Second  Rhode  Island,  Seventh  and  Tentn  Maasachnsetts,  and  Thirty- 
sixth  New  York  Volunteers. 

sbuth's  division. 

ArHUery.^Ayrei?  battery  (F),  Fifth  U.  S.,  six  (four  10-pounder  Parrott  and  two 
Napoleon)  guns ;  Mott's  battery.  Third  New  York,  six  (four  lO-poonder  Parrott  and 
two  Napoleon)  ffuns ;  Wheeler's  battery  (E)^  First  New  York,  four  3-inch  ordnance 
guns ;  Kenneoy^i  battery.  First  New  Yorlc,  six  3-inch  ordnance  guns. 

Infantry, — Hancock's  brigade :  Fifth  Wisconsin,  Forty-ninth  Pennerelvania,  forty- 
third  New  York,  and  Sixth  Maine  Volunteers.  Brooks'  brigade:  Second,  Thira, 
Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Vermont  Volunteers.  Davidson's  brigade:  Thirty-third, 
Seventy-seventh,  and  Forty-ninth  New  York  and  Seventh  Maine  volunteers. 

cabby's  division. 

Artillery. — Regan's  battery,  Seventh  New  York,  six  3-inoh  ordnance  guns :  Fitch's 
battery^  Eighth  New  York,  six  3-inch  ordnance  guns :  Bates'  battery  (A),  First  New 
York,  BIX  Napoleon  guns;  Spratt's  battery  (H),  FGst  Jiew  York,  four  3-inch  ordnance 
guns. 

Infantry. — Keim's  brigade :  Eighty-fifth,  One  hundred  and  first,  and  One  hundred 
and  third  Pennsylvania  and  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volunteers.  Palmer's  brigade: 
Eiffhty-fifth,  Ninety-eighth,  Ninety-second,  Eighty-first,  and  Ninety-third  New  York 
Volunteers.  bngade:  One  hundred  and  fourth  and  Fifty-second  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fifty-sixth  and  One  hundredth  New  York,  and  Eleventh  Maine  Volunteers. 
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5th.  Provost  gnaid:  Second  U.  S.  C«valxy;  battalions  Eighth  and  Seventeenth 
U.  a  Infantry. 

At  general  headquarters:  Two  companies  Fonrth  TJ.  8.  cavalry,  one  company 
Onedia  cavalry  (New  York  volnnteers),  and  one  company  Btnrger  rifles  (Qlmois 
volnnteers). 

The  following  troops  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  left  behind  or 
detached  on  and  in  front  of  the  Potomac  for  the  defense  of  that  line 
April  1, 1862.  Franklin's  and  McCaU's  divisions,  at  subsequent  and 
different  dates,  joined  the  active  portion  of  the  army  on  the  Peninsnla. 
Two  brigades  of  Shields'  division  joined  at  Harrison's  Landing : 

FIB3T  CORPS,  GENERAL  MoDOTFELL. 

Cavalry. — ^First,  Second,  and  Fonrth  New  Tork,  and  First  Pennsylvania. 
8harp§kootiar§, — Second  Regiment  Berdan  Sharpshooters. 

franklin's  division. 

ArUUery. — Piatt's  hattery  (D),  Second  U.  S.,  six  Napoleon  gnns;  Porter's  bat- 
tery (A),  Massachnsetts,  six  (foor  10-pounder  Parrott  ana  two  12-pounder  howitzer) 
gons ;  Hexamer's  battery  (A),  New  Jersey,  six  (foor  10-ponnder  Parrott  and  two 
IS-ponnder  howitzer)  gnns ;  Wilson's  battery  (F),  First  New  York  Artillery,  fonr  3-inch 
ordnance  guns. 

Infantry. — Kearny's  brigade :  First,  Second,  Third,  and  Fonrth  New  Jersey  Yolnn* 
teers.  Slocom's  bnsade :  Sixteenth  and  Twenty-seventh  New  York,  Fifth  Maine,  and 
Ninety-sixth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Newton's  brigade :  Eighteenth,  Thirty-flrsti 
and  Thirty-second  New  York,  and  Ninety-fifth  Pennsylvania  '^^Innteers. 

m'call'8  division. 

ArUUery. — Seymour's  battery  (C),  Fifth  XT.  S.,  six  Napoleon  guns:  Easton's  bat- 
tery (A),  First  Pennsylvania,  lour  Napoleon  gnns ;  Cooper's  battery  (JB),  First  Penn- 
sylvania, six  10-ponnder  Parrott  cnns;  Kezns'  battery  (O),  First  Pennsylvania,  six 
(two  lO-poonder  and  four  12-ponuaer)  Parrott  guns. 

Infantry. — Reynolds*  brigade :  First,  Second,  Fifth,  and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serve Regiments.  Meade's  brigade:  Third,  Fonrth,  Seventh,  and  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Regiments.  Ora's  brigade:  Sixth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  and  Twelfth  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserve  Regiments.  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Rifles. 

king's  division. 

ArHRery. — Gibbon's  battery  (B), Fonrth  U.  S.,  six  Napoleon  guns:  Monroe's  bat- 
tery (D),  First  Rhode  Island,  six  10-pounder  Parrott  guns ;  Gerrish's  battery  (A), 
New  Hampshire,  six  Najraleon  guns;  Durell's  battery,  Pennsylvania,  six  10-pounder 
Parrott  gnns. 

Infantry. brigade :  Second,  Sixth,  and  Seventh  Wisconsin,  and  Nineteenth 

Indiana  Volnnteers.  Patrick's  brigade :  Twentieth,  Twenty-first,  Iwenty-Third,  and 
Twenty-fifth  New  York  State  Militia.  Aucur's  brigade :  Fourteenth  New  York  State 
Militia  [Eiffhty-fourth  Volunteers],  and  Twenty-second,  Twenty-fourth,  and  Thir- 
tieth New  York  Volunteers. 

EIFTM  CORPS,  GENERAL  BANKS, 

Cavalry. — First  Maine,  First  Vermont,  First  Michigan,  First  Rhode  Island^  Fifth 
and  Eighth  New  York,  Kejs' battalion  of  Pennsylvama,  eighteen  companies  of  Mary- 
land, one  squadron  of  Virginia. 

rsoltocAfd.— Twenty-eiehth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  Fourth  Regiment  Poto- 
mac Home  Brigade  (Maryland  Volunteers). 

WILLIAMS'  division. 


ArUUery. — Best's  battery  (F), Fourth  U.  S.,  six  Napoleon  guns;  Hampton's  bat- 


battery,  Pennsylvania,  six  lO-pounder  Panott  guns;  McMahon's  battery,  New  York, 
■ix  3-inch  ordn*ance  guns. 


22  OPERATIONS  IN  ]ID.|   N.  VA.,   AND  W.  VA.       [Chap.  ZIT. 

Jn/afUry.^AberoTombie's  brigade:  Twelfth  And  Second  Haflaaehnaetts,  and  Six- 
teenth Indiana,  Fiibt  Potomao  Home  Brigade  (Maryland),  one  oompany  Zouavee 

d'Afiiqne  (Pennsrlvania)  Volnnteen.    brigade :  Ninth  New  Tork  State  Militia^ 

[Eighty-thixd  Volanteers],  and  Twenty-ninth  PenneylYuda,  Twen^-aerenth  Indiana, 
and  Third  Wisconsin  Volnnteers.  '—  brisade :  Twenty-eighth  New  Tork.  Fifth 
Connecticat,  Forty-sizth  PennsylTani%  First  Maryland,  Twelfth  Indiana,  and  Thir- 
teenth Maasachnsetta  Volnnteen. 

8HIX]J>8^  DIVI8ION. 

ArtiUenf.—C\Bak*B  battery  (£),  Fonrth  U.  S.,  six  10-ponnder  Panottgnns;  JenkaP 
battery  (A),  First  Virginia,  foor  lO-ponnder  Parrott  and  two  6-poander  guns; 
Davey's  battery  (B),  First  Virginia,  two  10-pounder  Parrott  runs;  Huntington's  bat- 
tery (A),  First  Ohio,  six  13-ponnder  James  gana ;  Robinson's  tmttery  (L),  First  Ohio, 

two  12-poander  howitsers  and  four  6-ponncfer  gons,  and battray,  Fourth  Ohio 

Artillery. 

IttfaiUry, —  — — ^  brigade :  Foorteenth  Indiana,  Fourth.  Eighth,  and  Sixty-seventh 

Ohio,  Seventh  Virginia,  and  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.    brigade : 

Fifth.  Sixty-second,  and  Sixty-sixth  Ohio,  Thirteenth  Indiana,  and  Thirty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Volnnteers.    brigade:  Seventn  and  Twenty-ninth  Ohio,  Seventh  Indiana, 

First  Virginia,  and  One  hundred  and  tenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.    Andrew  S.  S. 

OBKXRAL  WADSWOBTH'8   COMSfAND. 

Cavalry.— First  New  Jersey  Cavalry  at  Alexandria,  and  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry east  of  the  CapitoL 

Artillery  and  Ji^antry.— Tenth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  Bladensburg  road;  One 
hundred  and  fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Kalorama  Heights;  First  Wisconsin 
Heavy  Artillery,  Fort  Cass,  Virginia:  three  batteries  of  New  York  artillery.  Forts 
Ethan  Allen  and  Marcy :  depot  of  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Camp  Barry ;  Second 
District  of  Columbia  Volunteers,  Washington  City ;  Twe;ity-8ixth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, Q-street  wharf  :Twentv-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  Fort  Lyon ;  Ninety-fifth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Camp  Thomas ;  Ninety-fourih  New  York  and  detachment  of 
Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Alexandria :  Ninety-first  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
tem,  Franklin  Square  Barracks ;  Fourtn  New  York  Artillery,  Forts  Carroll  and  Oreble ; 
One  hundred  and  twelfth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Fort  Saratoga;  Seventy-sixth 
New  York  Volunteers,  Fort  Massachusetts;  Fifty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Fort 
Pennsylvania;  detachment  of  Eighty-eighth  Pennsvlvania  Volunteers,  Fort  Good 
Hope ;  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  Fort  Mahon ;  Second  New  York  Lisht 
Artille^,  Forts  Ward,  Worth,  and  Blenker;  One  hundred  and  seventh  and  Fifty- 
fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Kendall  Green ;  Dickenson's  Light  Artillery,  Eighty- 
sixth  New  York,  and  detachment  of  Eighty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  east  of 
the  Capitol  J  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  (Volunteers)  Heavy  Artillerv  and  Fifty- sixth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Forts  Albany,  Tillinghast,  Richardson,  Kunyon,  Jackson, 
Barnard,  Craig,  and  Scott;  detachmenta  of  Fourth  U.  8.  Artillery  and  Thirty-seventh 
New  York  Volunteers,  Fort  Washington ;  Ninety-seventh,  One  hundred  and  first,  and 
Ninety-first  New  York,  and  Twelfth  Virginia  Volunteers,  Fort  Corcoran. 

In  camp  near  Waehington. — Sixth  and  Tenth  New  York,  Swain's  New  York,  and 
Second  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  all  dismounted. 

These  troops  (3,359  men)  were  ordered  to  report  to  Colonel  Miles,  commanding  the 
railroad  guard,  to  relieve  3,306  older  troops  omered  to  be  sent  to  MaTiaiMmi  to  report 
to  Greneral  Abercrombie. 

OENKBAL  DIX'8  COUHAJXD,  BALTDCORS. 

Cavalry. — ^First  Marylaod  Cavalry  and  detachment  of  Pnmell  Legion  Cavalry. 

Artillerv. — ^Battery  I,  Second  U.  S. ;  battery  — ,  Maryland ;  battery  L,  First  New 
York,  ana  two  independent  batteries  of  Pennsylvania  artillery. 

Infantry, — ^Third,  and  Fourth  New  York,  Eleventh,  Eiffhty-seventh,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  eleventh  Pennsylvania,  detachment  Twenty-first  Massachusetts,  Second 
Delaware,  Second  Maryland,  First  and  Second  Eastern  Shore  (Maryland)  Home 
Guards,  and  Pumell  Legion  (two  battalions)  Maryland  Volunteers. 

In  a  staff  charged  with  labors  so  various  and  important  as  that  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a  chief  was  indisjiensable  to  supervise  the 
various  departments  and  to  relieve  the  commanding  general  of  details. 
The  office  of  chief  of  stafi',  well  known  in  European  armies,  had  not 
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been  oonsidered  neoessary  in  onr  small  peace  establishment.  The  f one- 
tions  of  the  office  were  not  defined,  and  so  far  as  exercised  had  been 
indaded  in  the  Adjatant-G^neral's  Department  The  small  nomber  of 
officers  in  this  department^  and  the  necessity  ibr  their  employment  in 
oth^  dnties,  have  obliged  commanding  generals  during  this  war  to  re- 
sort to  other  branches  of  the  service  to  fomish  suitable  chie&  of  staff. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1861^  I  appointed  Col.  B.  B.  Marcy,  of  the 
Inspector-General's  Department,  chief  of  staff,  and  he  entered  npon 
eervice  immediately,  discharging  the  various  and  important  duties  with 
great  fidelity,  industry,  and  ability  ttom  tlus  period  until  1  was  removed 
from  command  at  Bectortown.  Many  improvements  have  been  made 
daring  the  war  in  our  system  of  staff  administration,  but  much  remains 
to  be  done. 

Our  own  experience  and  that  of  other  armies  agree  in  determining 
the  necessity  tor  an  efficient  and  able  staff.  To  obtain  this,  oor  staff 
establishment  should  be  based  on  correct  principles,  and  extended  to  be 
adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  service,  and  should  include  a  system 
of  staff  and  line  education. 

The  affieurs  of  the  A^jntant-General's  Dei>artment,  while  I  commanded 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  were  conducted  by  Brig.  Qea,  S.  Williams, 
assisted  by  Lieut.  Ck>l.  James  A.  Hardie,  aide-de-camp.  Their  manage- 
ment of  the  department  during  the  organization  of  the  Army  in  the  foil 
and  winter  of  1861  and  during  its  subsequent  operations  in  the  field, 
was  excellent.  They  were  during  the  entire  period  assisted  by  Capt. 
Bichard  B.  Irwin,  aide-de-camp,  and  during  the  organization  of  the 
Army  by  the  following-named  officers :  Capts.  Joseph  Kirkland,  Arthur 
McClellan,  M.  T.  MoMahon,  William  P.  Mason,  and  William  F.  Biddle, 
aides-de-camp. 

My  personal  staff^  when  we  embarked  for  the  Peninsula,  consisted  of 
GoL  Thomas  M.  Key,  additional  aidende-camp;  Gol.  £.  H.  Wright,  ad- 
ditional aide-de-camp  and  migor  Sixth  IT.  8.  OavaJry ;  Col.  T.  T.  Gantt, 
additional  aide-de-camp ;  Col.  J.  J.  Astor,  jr.,  volunteer  aide-de-camp ; 
lient.  GoL  A.  Y.  Golbum,  additional  aide-de-camp,  and  captain  Adju- 
tant-General's Department;  Lieut.  Col.  N.  B.  Sweitzer, additional  aide- 
de-camp,  and  captain  First  U.  8.  Cavalry ;  lieut.  Col.  Edward  McK. 
Hudson,  additional  aide-decamp,  and  captain  Fourteenth  U.  S.  In- 
fiintay ;  X^ieut.  OoL  Paul  Yon  Badowitz,  additional  aide-decamp ;  Maj. 
H.  von  Hammerstein,  additional  aide-de-cauip ;  Maj.  W.  W.  Busscdl, 
U.  8.  Marine  Corps ;  Maj.  F.  LeCompte,  of  the  Swiss  Army,  volunteer 
aide-de-camp ;  Capts.  George  A.  Custer,  Joseph  Kirkland,  Arthur  Mc- 
Gldlan,  Lu  P.  D'Orleans.  B.  D'Orleans.  M.  T.  McMahon^  WiUiam  P. 
Mason,  jr.,  William  F.  Biddle,  and  £.  A.  Baymond,  additional  ades-de- 
cunp. 

To  this  number  I  am  tempted  to  add  the  Prince  de  Joinville,  who 
constantly  accompanied  me  through  the  trying  campaim  of  the  Penin- 
sula, and  fiiequently  rendered  important  services.  Of  these  officers 
Captain  McMahon  was  assigned  to  the  personal  staff  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Franklin,  and  Captains  Kirkland  and  Mason  to  that  of  Brig.  Gen. 
F.  J.  Porter  during  the  siege  of  Yorktown.  They  remained  subse- 
quently with  those  general  officers.  Major  LeCompte  lefb  the  Army 
during  the  siege  of  Yorktown :  Colonels  Gantt  and  Astor,  Maj.  Bussell, 
Capts.  L.  P.  D'Orleans,  B.  D'Orleans,  and  Baymond,  at  the  close  of  the 
Peninsular  campaign.  Before  its  termination  Capts.  W.  8.  Abert  and 
Charles  B.  Lowell,  of  the  Sixth  TJ.  8.  Cavalry,  joined  mj*^  staff  as  aides- 
de-camp,  and  remained  with  me  until  I  was  relieved  ^m  the  com- 
mand of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.    All  of  these  officers  served  me 
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with  great  gallantry  and  devotion ;  they  were  ever  ready  to  execute  any 
service,  no  matter  how  dangerous,  difficult,  or  fatiguing. 

INBPEOTOB-OENBBAL'S  DBPABTUENT. 

The  highly  important  duties  of  this  department  were  x>crformed  by 
Col.  1).  B.  Sacket  and  M%j.  N.  H.  Davis  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  They 
introduced  many  valuable  changes  in  the  system  of  inspections  and  in 
the  forms  of  reports,  and  so  systematized  the  labors  of  the  inspectors  of 
corps  and  divisions  that  excellent  results  were  obtained.  The  intelli- 
gent and  energetic  performance  of  their  duties  by  these  officers  enabled 
me  to  keep  myself  well  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  troops  and  to 
correct  evils  promptly. 

BNGINBEBS. 

When  I  assumed  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  I  found  M%j. 
J.  G.  Barnard,  U.  S.  Engineers,  subsequently  brigadier-general  of  voi- 
unteers,  occupying  the  position  of  chief  engineer  of  that  army.  I  con- 
tinued him  in  the  same  office,  and  at  once  gave  the  necessary  instructions 
for  the  completion  of  the  defenses  of  the  capital,  and  for  the  entire  re- 
organization of  the  department.  Under  his  direction  the  entire  system 
of  defenses  was  carried  into  execution.  This  was  completed  before  the 
army  departed  for  Fort  Monroe,  and  is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  skill 
of  the  engineers  and  the  diligent  labor  of  the  troops. 

For  some  months  after  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  commenced  there  were  no  engineer  troops  with  it.  At  length, 
however,  three  companies  were  assigned.  Under  the  skillful  manage- 
ment of  Capt.  J.  0.  Duane,  U.  S.  Engineers,  these  new  companies 
rapidly  became  efficient,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  rendered  most  valuable 
service  during  the  ensuing  campaigns. 

The  number  of  engineer  troops  being  entirely  inadequate  to  the  neces- 
sities of  the  army,  an  effi>rt  was  made  to  partially  remedy  this  defect  by 
detailing  the  Fifteenth  and  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers,  which  con- 
tained many  sailors  and  mechanics,  as  engineer  troops.  They  were 
first  placed  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  Lieut.  Col.  B.  8. 
Alexander,  U.  S.  Engineers,  by  whom  tiiey  were  instructed  in  the  duties 
of  pontoiiiers,  and  became  somewhat  familiar  with  those  of  sappers  and 
miners.  Previous  to  the  movement  of  the  army  for  the  Peninsula  this 
brigade  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  D.  P.  Woodbury, 
major  U.  S.  Engineers. 

The  labor  of  preparing  the  engineer  and  bridge  trains  devolved  chiefly 
upon  Captain  Duane,  who  was  instructed  to  procure  the  new  model 
French  bridge  train,  as  I  was  satisfied  that  the  India-rubber  pontoon  was 
entirely  useless  for  the  general  purposes  of  a  campaign. 

The  engineer  department  presented  the  following  complete  organiza- 
tion when  the  army  moved  for  the  Peninsula : 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard,  chief  engineer ;  First  Lieut.  H.  L.  Abbot, 
Topographical  Engineers,  aide-de-camp.  Brigade  volunteer  engineers, 
Brigadier-General  Woodbury  commanding:  F&tecAth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, Col.  J.  McLeod  Murphy ;  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteers,  Col.  C. 
B.  Stuart.  Battalion  three  companies  U.  S.  Engineers,  Capt.  J.  C.  Duane 
commanding;  companies  respectively  commanded  by  First  Lieuts.  C.  B. 
Beese,  C.  E.  Cross,  and  O.  E.  Babcock,  U.  S.  Engineers.  The  chief  en- 
gineer was  ably  assisted  in  his  duties  by  Lieut.  Ool.  B.  S.  Alexander, 
and  First  Lieuts.  C.  B.  Comstock,  M.  D.  McAlester,  and  MerriU,  U.  S. 
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Engineers.  Gapt  G.  S.  Stewart  and  Second  Lieat.  F.  XJ.  Farqnhar,  XT. 
S.  Engioeers,  joined  after  the  army  arrived  at  Fort  Monroe. 

The  necessary  bridge  equipage  for  the  operations  of  a  large  army  had 
been  collected,  consisting  of  bateaox  with  the  anchors  and  flooring  ma- 
terial (French  model),  trestles,  and  engineer's  tools,  with  the  necessary 
wagons  for  their  transportation. 

The  small  namber  of  officers  of  this  corps  available  rendered  it  imprac- 
ticable to  detail  engineers  permanently  at  the  headquarters  of  corps  and 
divisions.  The  companies  of  regular  engineers  never  had  their  proper 
nnmber  of  officers,  and  it  was  necessary,  as  a  rule,  to  follow  the  prin- 
ciple of  detailing  engineer  officers  temporarily  whenever  their  services 
were  required. 

TOPOGBAPmOAL  BNGINBBBS. 

To  the  corps  of  tox>ographical  engineers  was  intrusted  the  collection 
of  topographical  information  and  the  preparation  of  campaign  maps. 
Until  a  short  time  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  army  for  Fort  Mon- 
roe Lieut.  Gol.  John  N.  Macomb  was  in  charge  of  this  department,  and 
prepared  a  large  amount  of  valuable  material.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  A.  Humphreys,  who  retained  the  position  throughout  the 
Peuinsnla  campaign.  These  officers  were  assisted  by  Lieuts.  H.  L.  Abbot, 
0.  G.  Wagner,  N.  Bowen,  John  M.  Wilson,  and  James  H.  Wilson,  Topo- 
graphical Engineers.  This  number,  being  the  greatest  available,  was 
80  small  that  much  of  the  duty  of  the  department  devolved  upon  parties 
famished  by  Professor  Bache,  Superintendent  of  theGoast  Survey,  and 
other  gentlemen  from  civil  life. 

Owing  to  the  entire  absence  of  reliable  topographical  maps  the  labors 
of  this  corps  were  difficult  and  arduous  in  the  extreme.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  energy  and  ability  displayed  by  General  Humphreys,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Macomb,  and  their  subordinates,  who  frequently  obtained  the 
necessary  information  under  fire,  the  movements  of  the  army  were  some- 
times unavoidably  delayed  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  knowledge  of 
the  country  in  advance.  The  result  of  their  labors  has  been  the  prepara- 
tion of  an  excellent  series  of  maps,  which  will  be  invaluable  to  any  army 
traversing  the  same  ground. 

Daring  the  campaign  it  was  impossible  to  draw  a  distinct  line  of  de- 
markatiou  between  the  duties  of  the  two  corps  of  engineers,  so  that  the 
labors  of  reconnaissance  of  roads,  of  lines  of  intrenchments,  of  fields  for 
battle,  and  of  the  position  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  the  consiruction  of 
siege  and  defensive  works^  were  habitually  performed  by  details  from 
either  corps,  as  the  convenience  of  the  service  demanded. 

I  desire  to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  skill,  gallantry,  and 
devotion  displayed  by  the  officers  of  both  corps  of  engineers,  under  the 
most  trying  circumstances. 

Daring  the  Maryland  campaign  I  united  the  two  corps  under  Capt. 
J.  G.  Duane,  U.  S.  Engineers,  and  found  great  advantages  from  the 
arrangement. 

MBDIOAL  DEPABTMBNT. 

For  the  operations  of  the  medical  department  I  refer  to  the  reports, 
transmitted  herewith,  of  Surg.  Charles  S.  Tripler  and  Surg.  JouaUian 
Letterman,  who,  in  turn,  peiformed  the  duties  of  medical  director  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  former  firom  August  12, 1861,  until  July  1, 
186'i,  and  the  latter  after  Hiat  date.    The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in 
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organizing  and  making  effective  the  medical  department  were  very 
great,  arising  principally  from  the  inexperience  of  the  regimental  meNcU- 
cal  officers,  many  of  whom  were  physicians  taken  suddenly  from  civil 
life,  who,  according  to  Surgeon  Tripler,  <^had  to  be  instructed  in  their 
duues  from  the  very  alphabet,"  and  from  the  ignorance  of  the  line  offi- 
cers as  to  their  relations  with  the  medical  officers,  which  gave  rise  to 
confhsion  and  conflict  of  aathority.  Boards  of  examination  were  insti- 
tated,  by  which  many  ignorant  officers  were  removed,  and  by  the  suc- 
cessive exertions  of  Surgeons  Tripler  and  Letterman  the  medical  corps 
was  brought  to  a  very  high  degree  of  efficiency.  With  regard  to  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  army  while  on  the  Potomac,  Dr.  Tripler  says 
that  the  records  show  a  constantly  increasing  inununity  from  disease. 
^^  In  October  and  November,  1861,  with  an  army  averaging  130,000  men, 
we  had  7,932  cases  of  fever  of  all  sorts.  Of  these  about  1,000  were  re- 
ported as  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  I  know  that  errors  of  diagnosis  were 
frequently  committed,  and  therefore  this  must  be  considered  as  the  limit 
of  typhoid  cases.  If  any  army  in  the  world  can  show  such  a  record  as 
this,  I  dp  not  know  when  or  where  it  was  assembled."  From  Septem- 
ber, 1861,  to  February,  1862,  while  the  army  was  increasing,  the  num- 
ber of  sick  decreased  from  7  per  cent,  to  6.18  per  cent  Of  these  the 
men  sick  in  the  regimental  and  general  hospitals  were  less  than  one- 
half;  the  remainder  were  slight  cases,  under  treatment  in  quarters. 
^^  During  this  time,  so  far  as  rumor  was  concerned,  the  army  was  being 
decimated  by  disease  every  month."  Of  the  sanitarjr  condition  of  tibe 
army  during  the  Peninsular  campaign,  up  to  its  arrival  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  Dr.  Tripler  says: 

During  this  oampaisn  the  army  was  favored  with  ezoeUent  health.  No  epidendo 
disease  appeared.  Those  sooacges  of  modem  annies—dysentery,  l^has,  cholera^ 
were  ahnost  unknown.  We  had  some  typhoid  fever  and  more  maLuial  fevers,  hut 
even  these  ^ever  prevailed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  create  any  alarm.  The  sick  reports 
were  sometimes  larger  than  we  oared  to  have  them,  hat  the  great  minority  of  the 
cases  reported  were  such  as  did  not  threaten  life  or  pennanent  disability.  I  reffiet 
that  I  have  not  before  me  the  retained  copies  of  the  monthly  reports,  so  that  I  m^ht 

give  accurate  satistios.  I  have  endoavoied  to  recover  them,  but  have  been  unauccess- 
il.  My  recollection  is  that  the  whole  sick  report  never  exceeded  8  per  cent,  of  the 
force,  and  tiiis  indadiog  all  sorts  of  case^  the  trivial  as  well  as  tne  severe.  The 
Army  of  the  Potomac  most  be  conceded  to  have  been  the  most  healthy  anny  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

His  remarks  at  the  conclusion  of  his  report  upon  onr  system  of  med- 
ical administration  and  his  suggestions  for  its  improvement  are  espe- 
cially worthy  of  attention. 

The  service,  labors,  and  privations  of  the  troops  during  the  seven 
days'  battles  nad  of  course  a  great  effect  on  the  health  of  the  army  after 
it  reached  Harrison's  Landing,  increasing  the  number  of  sick  to  about 
20  per  cent,  of  the  whole  force.  The  nature  of  the  military  operations 
had  also  unavoidably  placed  the  medical  department  in  a  very  unsads- 
fiEkctory  condition.  Supplies  had  been  almost  entirely  exhausted  or 
necessarily  abandoned,  hospital  tents  abandon^  or  destroyed,  and  the 
medical  officers  deficient  in  numbers  and  broken  down  by  mtigue.  All 
the  remarkable  energy  and  ability  of  Surgeon  Letterman  were  required 
to  restore  the  efficiency  of  his  department,  but  before  we  left  Harrison's 
Landing  be  had  succeeded  in  fitting  it  out  thoroughly  with  the  supplies 
it  required,  and  the  health  of  the  army  was  vastly  improved  by  the  san- 
itary measures  which  were  enforced  at  his  suggestion. 

The  great  haste  with  which  the  army  was  removed  fix>m  the  Penin- 
sula made  it  necessary  to  leave  at  Fort  Monroe,  to  be  forwarded  after- 
wards, nearly  all  the  baggage  and  transportation,  including  medical 
stores  and  ambulances,  all  the  vessels  being  required  to  transport  tiie 
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troops  themselves  and  their  ammnnitioii;  and  when  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  retomed  to  Washington  after  G^eral  Pope^s  campaign,  and 
the  medical  department  came  once  more  under  Surgeon  Letterman's 
control,  he  foand  it  in  a  deplorable  condition.  The  oifiicers  were  worn- 
out  by  the  labors  they  had  performed,  and  the  few  supplies  that  had 
been  broaght  from  the  Peninsula  had  been  exhausted  or  abandoned,  so 
that  the  work  of  reorganization  and  resnpplying  had  to  bo  again  per- 
formed, and  this  while  the  arm^  was  moving  rapidly,  and  almost  in  the 
&ce  of  the  enemy.  That  it  was  successfully  accomplished  is  shown  by 
the  care  and  attention  which  the  wounded  received  after  the  battles  of 
South  Mountain  and  Antietam. 

Among  the  improvements  introduced  into  his  department  by  Surgeon 
Letterman,  the  principal  are  the  organization  of  an  ambulance  corps, 
the  system  of  field  hospitals,  and  the  method  of  supplying  by  brigades, 
all  of  which  were  instituted  during  the  Maryland  campaign,  and  have 
since  proved  veiy  efficient 

QUABTSSMASTEB'S  DEPABTHBNT. 

On  assuming  command  of  the  troops  in  and  around  Washington  I 
appointed  Gapt.  S.  Van  Yliet,  assistant  quartermaster  (afterwards 
brigadier-genersd),  chief  quartermaster  to  my  command,  and  gave  him 
the  necessary  instructions  for  organizing  his  department  and  collecting 
the  supplies  requisite  for  the  large  army  then  called  for. 

The  disaster  at  Manassas  had  but  recently  occurred,  and  the  army 
was  quite  destitute  of  quartermaster's  stores.  General  Van  Vliet  witJk 
great  energy  and  zeal  set  himself  about  the  task  of  furnishing  the  sup- 
plies immediately  necessary,  and  preparing  to  obtain  the  still  larger 
amounts  which  would  be  required  by  the  new  troops^  which  were  mov- 
ing in  large  numbers  towards  the  capital.  The  principal  depot  for  sup- 
pi^  in  the  city  <rf  Washington  was  under  char|^e  of  GoL  D.  H.  Bucker, 
assistant  quartermaster,  who  ably  performed  his  duties.  Lieut.  CoL  B. 
Ingalls,  assistant  quartermaster,  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  department 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac  I  directed  a  large  depot  for  trans- 
portation to  be  established  at  Perry ville^  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, a  point  equaJly  accessible  by  rail  and  water.  Gapt.  G.  G.  Siaw- 
telle,  assistant  quartermaster,  was  detailed  to  organize  the  camp,  and 
pc^ormed  bis  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Gapt.  J.  J.  Dana,  assist- 
ant quartermaster,  had  immediate  charge  of  the  transportation  in  and 
about  Washington,  as  well  as  of  the  large  number  of  horses  purchased 
for  the  use  of  &e  artillery  and  cavalry.  The  principal  difficulties  which 
General  Van  Yliet  had  to  encounter  arose  &om  the  inexperience  of  the 
majority  of  the  officers  of  his  department  in  the  new  regiments  and 
brigades.  The  necessity  of  attending  personally  to  minor  details  ren- 
dered his  duties  arduous  and  harassing  in  the  extreme.  All  obstacles, 
however,  were  surmounted  by  the  untiring  industry  of  the  chief  quarter- 
master and  his  immediate  subordinates,  and  when  the  army  was  pre- 
pared to  move,  the  organization  of  the  department  was  found  to  be 
admirable. 

When  it  was  determined  to  move  the  army  to  the  Peninsula,  the 
duties  of  providing  water  transportation  were  devolved  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  upon  his  assistant,  the  Hon.  John  Tucker.  The  vessels 
were  ordered  to  Alexandria,  and  Lieutenant-Golonel  Ingalls  was  placed 
in  immediate  charge  of  the  embarkation  of  the  troops,  transportation, 
and  material  of  every  description.  Operations  of  this  nature  on  so  ex- 
tensive a  scale  had  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  our  country. 
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The  arraHgements  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingalls  were  perfected  with 
remarkable  skill  and  energy,  and  the  army  and  its  material  were  em- 
barked and  transported  to  Fort  Monroe  in  a  very  short  space  of  time 
and  entirely  without  loss. 

Daring  the  operations  on  the  Peninsula,  until  the  arrival  of  troops  at 
Harrison's  Landing,  General  Van  Yliet  retained  the  position  of  chief 
quartermaster,  and  maintained  the  thorough  organization  and  efficiency 
of  his  department.  The  principal  depots  of  supplies  were  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  Lieutenant-Colonels  Ingalls  and  Sawtelle. 

On  the  10th  of  July,  1862,  General  Van  \^iet  having  requested  to  be 
relieved  from  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  I  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Ingalls  chief  quartermaster,  and  he  continued  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  that  office  during  the  remainder  of  the  Peninsula 
and  the  Maryland  campaigns  in  a  manner  which  fully  sustained  the  high 
reputation  he  had  previously  acquired. 

The  immense  amount  of  labor  accomplished,  often  under  the  most 
difficult  circumstances,  the  admirable  system  under  which  the  duties  of 
the  department  were  performed,  and  the  entire  success  which  attended 
the  efibrts  to  supply  so  large  an  army,  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon 
the  officers  upon  whom  these  onerous  duties  devolved.  The  reports  of 
General  Van  Vliet  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ingalls,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  give  in  detail  the  history*  of  the  department  from  ita 
organization  until  I  was  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac. 

SUBSISTENCE  DEPABTMENT. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1861,  Col.  H.  F.  Clarke,  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence, joined  my  staff,  and  at  once  entered  upon  his  duties  as  chief 
commissary  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  oMer  to  realize  the  re- 
sponsibilities pertaining  to  this  office,  as  well  as  to  form  a  proper  esti- 
mate of  the  vast  amount  of  labor  which  must  necessarily  devolve  upon 
its  occupant,  it  is  only  necessary  to  consider  the  unprepared  state  of 
the  country  to  engage  in  a  war  of  such  magnitude  as  the  present,  and 
the  lack  of  practical  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  officers  with  refer- 
ence to  supplying  and  subsisting  a  large  and  at  that  time  unorganized 
army.  Yet  notwithstanding  the  existence  of  these  great  obstacles, 
the  manner  in  which  the  duties  of  the  commissary  department  were 
discharged  was  such  as  to  merit  and  call  forth  the  commendation  of  the 
entire  army. 

During  the  stay  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  the  vicinity  of  Wash- 
ington, prior  to  the  Peninsular  campaign,  its  subsistence  was  drawn 
chiefly  from  the  depots  which  had  been  established  by  the  Commissary 
Department  at  Washington,  Alexandria,  Forts  Corcoran  and  Bunyon. 
In  the  important  task  of  designating  and  establishing  depots  of  supplies 
Colonel  Clarke  was  ably  seconded  by  his  assistants,  Col.  Amos  Beck- 
with,  commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army ;  Lieut.  Col.  George  Bell, 
commissary  of  subsistence,  U.  S.  Army ;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  P.  Porter^  com- 
missary of  subsistence,  IT.  S.  Army;  Capt.  Thomas  Wilson,  commissary 
of  subsistence,  IJ.  S.  Army ;  Capt.  Brownell  Granger,  commissary  of 
subsistence,  U.  S.  Volunteers ;  Capt.  W.  H.  BeU,  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence, U.  S.  Army ;  Capt.  J.  H.  Woodward,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
XJ.  S.  Volunteers;  and  Capt.  W.  B.  Murphy,  commissary  of  subsistence, 
U.  8.  Volunteers. 

For  a  full  knowledge  of  the  highly  creditable  manner  in  which  each 
and  all  of  the  above-mentioned  officers  discharged  their  duties  I  invite 
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attention  to  the  detailed  report  of  Colonel  Clarke.  The  remarks  and 
suggestions  contained  in  his  report  are  worthy  of  attention,  as  affording 
valuable  mles  for  the  fatnre  gaidance  of  the  Subsistence  Department 
in  supplying  armies  in  the  field.  The  success  of  the  subsistence  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  in  a  great  measure  attributable 
to  the  fact  that  the  Subsistence  Department  at  Washington  made  ample 
provision  for  sending  supplies  to  the  Peninsula,  and  that  it  always  ex- 
ercised the  most  intelligent  foresight.  It  moreover  gave  its  advice  and 
countenance  to  the  officers  charg^  with  its  duties  and  reputation  in  Hie 
field,  and  those  officers,  I  am  happy  to  say,  worked  with  it  and  together 
in  perfect  harmony  for  the  public  good.  During  the  entire  period  that 
I  was  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  there  was  no  instance 
within  my  knowledge  where  the  troops  were  without  their  rations  from 
any  fietnlt  of  the  officers  of  this  department. 

OBDNAI7CE  DEPABTMENT. 

This  very  important  branch  of  the  service  was  placed  under  the 
charge  of  Capt.  C.  P.  Kingsbury,  Ordnance  Corps,  colonel  and  aide-de- 
camp. Great  difficulty  existed  in  the  proper  organization  of  the  depart- 
ment for  the  want  of  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  officers  to  peiform 
the  duties  at  the  various  headquarters  and  dei)ots  of  supply.  But  fkr 
greater  obstacles  had  to  be  surmounted,  from  the  flEust  that  the  supply 
of  small-arms  was  totally  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  a  large  army, 
and  a  vast  proportion  of  those  fiimished  were  of  such  inferior  quality  as 
to  be  unsatisfactory  to  the  troops  and  condemned  by  their  officers. 
The  supply  of  artillery  was  more  abundant,  but  of  great  variety.  Bifled 
ordnance  was  just  coming  into  use  for  the  firsttime  in  this  country,  and 
the  description  of  gun  and  kind  of  projectile  which  would  prove  most 
effective,  and  should  therefore  be  adopted,  was  a  mere  matter  of  theory. 
To  obviate  these  difficulties,  large  quantities  of  small-arms  of  foreign 
mann&cture  were  contracted  for }  private  enterprise  in  the  construction 
of  arms  and  ammunition  was  encouraged,  and  by  the  time  the  army 
was  ordered  to  move  to  the  Peninsula  the  amount  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  was  ample.  Much  also  had  been  done  to  bring  the  quality 
both  of  arms  and  ammunition  np  to  the  proper  standard.  Boards  of 
officers  were  in  session  continually  during  the  autumn  and  winter  of 
1861  to  test  the  relative  merits  of  new  arms  and  projectiles. 

The  reports  of  these  boards,  confirmed  by  subsequent  experience  in 
the  field,  have  done  much  to  establish  the  respective  claims  of  different 
inventors  and  manufacturers.  During  the  campaigns  of  the  Peninsula 
and  Maryland  the  officers  connected  with  the  department  were  2ealous 
and  energetic  and  kept  the  troops  well  supplied,  notwithstanding  the 
perplexing  and  arduous  nature  of  their  duties.  One  great  source  of 
perplexity  was  the  fact  that  it  had  been  necessary  to  issue  arms  of  all 
varieties  and  calibers,  giving  an  equal  diversity  in  the  kinds  of  ammu- 
nition required.  Untiring  watchfiilness  was  therefore  incumbent  upon 
the  officers  in  charge  to  prevent  confhsion  and  improper  distribution  of 
cartridges.  Colonel  Kingsbury  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
great  efficiency  nntU  the  —  day  of  July,  1862,  when  his  health  required 
that  he  should  be  relieved.  First  Lieut.  Thomas  O.  Baylor,  Ordnance 
Corps,  succeeded  him,  and  performed  his  duty  during  the  remainder  of 
the  Peninsular  and  Marylwd  campaigns  with  marked  ability  and  suc- 


The  want  of  reports  fix>m  Colonel  Kinesbury  and  Lieutenant  Baylor 
renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  enter  at  afi  into  the  details  of  the  organ- 
iiation  of  the  department. 
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PBOVOST-HABSHAL'S  DBPABTMBNT. 

Immediately  after  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Division  of  the 
Potomac,  I  appointed  Gol.  Andrew  Porter,  Sixteenth  U.  S.  Infantay, 
provost-marshal  of  Washington.  All  the  available  regnlar  in&ntry,  a 
battery,  and  a  sqaadron  of  cavalry  were  placed  under  his  command^  and 
by  his  energetic  action  he  soon  corrected  the  serious  evils  which  existed 
and  restored  order  in  the  city. 

When  the  army  was  aboat  to  take  the  fidd  General  Porter  was  ap- 
ix>inted  provost-marshal-general  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  held 
that  most  important  position  nntU  the  end  of  the  Peninsnlar  campaigo, 
when  sickness,  contracted  in  the  untiring  discharge  of  his  duties,  com- 
pelled him  to  ask  to  be  relieved  from  the  position  he  had  so  ably  and 
energetically  filled. 

The  provost-marshal-general's  department  had  the  charge  of  a  class 
of  duties  which  had  not  before  in  our  service  been  defined  and  grouped 
under  the  management  of  a  special  department.  The  following  sub- 
jects indicate  the  sphere  of  this  department : 

SnppreflBion  of  moraading  and  depredatloii&  and  of  all  brawls  and  distnrbancea, 
preservation  of  good  order,  and  sappression  or  disturbances  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
camps. 

Prevention  of  st'raggling  on  the  march. 

Suppression  of  gambling-houses,  drinking-honses,  or  bar-rooms,  and  brothels. 

Regulation  of  hotels,  taverns,  markets,  and  places  of  public  amusement. 

Seuxshe^  seizures,  and  arrests.  Execution  of  sentences  of  general  courts-martial 
inyolving  imprisonment  or  capital  punishment.  Enforcement  of  orders  prohibiting 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  whether  by  tradesmen  or  sutlers,  and  of  orders 
respecting  passes. 

I>eserten  from  the  enemy. 

Prisoners  of  war  taken  ttom.  the  enemy. 

Counteisigning  safeguards. 

Passes  to  citizens  within  the  lines  and  for  purposes  of  trade. 

Complaints  of  citizens  as  to  the  conduct  or  the  soldiers. 

General  Porter  was  assisted  by  the  following-named  officers : 
M^.  W.  H.  Wood,  Seventeenth  U.  S.  Infiftutry ;  Capt.  James  McMil- 
lan, acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Seventeenth  XJ.'S.  Infantry; 
Capt.  W.  T.  Gentry,  Seventeenth  F.  S.  Infantry:  Capt.  J.  W.  Forsyth, 
Eighteenth  U.  S.  Infantry:  Lieut  J.  W.  Jones,  Twelfth  U.  S.  Infantiry j 
Lieut.  C.  F.  Trowbridge,  Sixteenth  XT.  S.  Infkntry ;  and  Lieut.  G.  D. 
Mehaffey,  First  U.  S.  In&ntry. 

The  provost  guard  was  composed  of  the  Second  U.  S.  Cavalry,  Miyor 
PleasoDton,  and  a  battalion  of  the  Eighth  and  Seventeenth  IT.  S.  Infantry, 
Miyor  Willard.  After  General  Porter  was  relieved  Mc^or  Wood  was  in 
charge  of  this  department  until  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when  Brig- 
adier-General Patrick  was  appointed  provost-marshal-generaL 

OOMHAMDANX  OF  OENEBAL  HEADQUABTEBS. 

When  the  army  took  the  field,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  order 
and  regularity  in  the  camp  of  headquarters  and  facilitating  its  move- 
ments, the  office  of  commandant  of  general  headquarters  was  created, 
and  assigned  to  Mig.  G.  O.  Haller,  ^venth  XT.  S.  !hifantry.  Six  com- 
panies of  infantry  were  placed  under  his  orders  for  guard  and  police 
duty.  Among  the  orders  appended  to  this  report  is  the  one  denning 
his  duties,  which  were  always  satisfactorily  performed. 

JUDGE-ADYOOATE. 

From  August,  1861,  the  position  of  judge-advocate  was  held  by  CoL 
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Thomas  T.  Oantt,  aide-de-camp,  until  compelled  by  ill-health  to  retire, 
at  Harrison's  Landing,  inAngast,  1862.  His  reviews  of  the  decisions 
of  conrts-martial  daring  this  period  were  of  great  ntility  in  correcting 
the  practice  in  military  conrts,  diffosing  tme  notions  of  discipline  and 
sabordination,  and  setting  before  the  army  a  high  standard  of  soldierly 
honor.  Upon  the  retirement  of  Colonel  Gantt  the  duties  of  judge-advo- 
cate were  ably  performed  by  Col.  Thomas  M.  Key,  aide-de-camp. 

SIGNAL  CORPS. 

The  method  of  conveying  intelligence  and  orders,  invented  and  in- 
troduced into  the  service  by  M^j.  Albert  J.  Myer,  Signal  OfiBcer,  U.  8. 
Army,  was  first  practically  tested  in  large  ojierations  during  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 

Under  the  direction  of  M^jor  Myer  a  Signal  Corps  was  formed  by  de- 
tailing officers  and  men  from  the  different  regiments  of  volunteers  and 
instmcting  them  in  the  use  of  the  flags  by  day  and  torches  by  night. 

The  Chief  Signal  Officer  was  indefatigable  in  his  exertions  to  render 
his  corps  effective,  and  it  soon  became  avulable  for  service  in  every 
division  of  the  army.  In  addition  to  the  flags  and  torches,  Major  Myer 
intit>dnced  a  portable  insulated  telegraph  wire,  which  could  be  readily 
laid  from  point  to  point,  and  which  eoidd  be  used  under  the  same  gen- 
eral system.  In  front  of  Washington,  and  on  the  Lower  Potomac,  at 
any  point  within  our  lines  not  reached  by  the  military  telegraph,  the 
great  usefulness  of  this  system  of  signals  was  made  manifest.  But  it 
was  not  unto  after  the  arrival  oi  the  army  upon  the  Peninsula,  and  dur- 
ing the  siege  and  batties  of  that  and  the  Maryland  campaigns,  that  the 
great  boi^ts  to  be  derived  from  it  on  the  field  and  under  fire  were  fhlly 
appreciated. 

There  was  scarcely  any  action  or  skirmish  in  which  the  Signal  Corps 
did  not  render  important  services.  Often  under  heavy  fire  of  artillery, 
and  not  unfirequently  while  exposed  to  musketry  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  corps  gave  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  and  trans- 
mitted directions  for  the  evolutions  of  our  own  troops.  The  report  of 
the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  with  accompanying  documents,  will  give  the 
det^ls  of  the  services  d  this  corps,  and  call  attention  to  those  members 
of  it  who  were  particularly  distinguished. 

XBLBGSAPHIO. 

The  telegraphic  operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  saper- 
intended  by  M%j.  Thomas  T.  Eckert^  and  under  the  immediate  direction 

of  Mr. Caldwell,  who  was,  with  a  corps  of  oi>erator8,  attached  to 

my  headquarters  during  the  entire  campaigns  upon  the  Peninsula  and 
in  Maryland.  The  services  of  this  corps  were  arduous  and  efficient. 
Under  the  admirable  arrangements  of  Migor  Eckert  they  were  constantly 
provided  with  all  the  material  for  constructing  new  lines,  which  were 
npidly  established  whenever  the  army  changed  position,  and  it  was  not 
infrequently  the  case  that  the  operatives  worked  under  fire  from  the 
enemy's  guna,  yet  they  invariably  performed  all  the  duties  required  of 
them  with  great  alacrity  and  cheerfulness,  and  it  was  seldom  that  I  was 
without  the  means  of  direct  telegraphic  communication  with  the  War 
Department  and  with  the  corps  commanders.  From  the  organization 
of  the  Army  of  tiie  Potomac  up  to  November  1,  1862,  including  the 
Poninsnlar  and  Maryland  campaigns,  upwards  of  1,200  miles  of  miUtaiy 
telegraph  line  had  been  constructed  in  connection  with  the  operations 
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of  the  army,  and  the  number  of  operatives  and  boilders  employed  was 
about  200. 

To  Professor  Lowe,  the  intelligent  and  enterprising  aeronaut,  who  had 
the  management  of  the  balloons,  I  was  greatly  indebted  for  the  valuable 
information  obtained  during  his  ascensions. 

I  have  more  than  once  taken  occasion  to  recommend  the  members  of 
my  staff,  both  general  and  personal,  for  promotion  and  reward.  I  beg 
leave  to  repeat  these  recommendations,  and  to  record  their  names  in  the 
history  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  gallant  soldiers,  to  whom  their 
country  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude,  still  unpaid,  for  the  courage,  ability, 
and  untiring  zeal  they  displayed  during  the  eventful  campaigns  in  which 
they  bore  so  prominent  a  part 

CHAPTER  II. 

On  the  15th  of  October  the  main  body  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Washington,  with  detachments  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Potomac  as  far  down  as  Liverpool  Point  and  as  far 
up  as  Williamsport  and  its  vicinity.  The  different  divisions  were 
posted  as  follows :  Hooker  at  Budd's  Feny,  Lower  Potomac ;  Heint- 
zelman  at  Fort  Lyon  and  vicinity ;  Franklin  near  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary; Blenker  near  Hunter's  Chapel ;  McDowell  at  Upton's  Hill  and 
Arlington;  F.J.  Porter  at  Hall's  and  Miner's  Hills;  Smith  at  Mackall's 
Hill;  McCallat  Langley;  Buell  at Tennall^'^town, Meridian  Hi]i,Emory's 
Chapel,  &c.,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river;  Casey  at  Washington;  Stone- 
man's  cavalry  at  Washington ;  Hunf  s  artillery  at  Washington ;  Banks 
at  Damestown,  with  detachments  at  Point  of  Books,  Sandy  Hooky 
Williamsport,  &c. ;  Stone  at  Poolesville,  and  Diz  at  Baltimore,  with 
detachments  on  the  Eastern  Shore. 

On  the  19th  of  October,  1861,  General  McCall  marched  to  Dranesville 
with  his  division,  in  order  to  cover  reconnaissances  to  be  made  in  all 
directions  the  next  day,  for  the  purpose  of  learning  the  position  of  the 
enemy  and  of  covering  the  operations  of  the  topographical  engineers 
in  making  maps  of  that  region. 

On  the  20th,  acting  in  concert  with  General  McCall,  General  Smith 
pushed  strong  parties  to  Freedom  Hill,  Vienna,  Flint  Hill,  Peacock 
Hill,  &c.,  to  accomplish  the  same  purx)Ose  in  that  part  of  the  front. 
These  reconnaissances  were  successful. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  received  the  following  telegram  from 
General  Banks'  headquarters : 

Darstsstowk,  Otntobw  20y  1861. 

Sis  :  The  signal  station  at  Sagar  Loaf  telegraphs  that  the  enemy  have  moved  away 
from  Leesburg.    All  quiet  here. 

R.  M.  COPELAND, 
Acting  A88i$ta%t  Aiyuiant-Oeneral. 
General  Marcy. 

Whereupon  I  sent  to  General  Stone,  at  Poolesville,  the  following 
telegram : 

Camp  Qriffin,  Odoher  20, 1861. 
General  McClellan  desires  me  to  inform  yon  that  General  McCaU  occupied  Dranea- 
▼ille  yesterday  and  is  still  there.  Will  send  out  heavy  reconnaissances  to-day  in  all 
directions  from  that  point.  The  general  desires  that  yon  will  keep  a  good  lookout 
upon  Leesbnrg,  to  see  if  this  movement  has  the  e£fect  to  drive  them  away.  Perhaps  a 
slight  demonstration  on  your  part  would  have  the  offset  to  move  them. 

A.  v.  COLBUBN, 
AitUtawt  AdfutanUOtMroL 
Brig.  Gen.  C.  P.  Stoioe,  FooUnille. 
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DeemiDg  it  possible  that  General  McGall's  movement  to  Dianesvilie, 
together  with  the  subsequent  reoonnai88anGe&  might  have  the  effect  of 
indacing  the  enemy  to  abandon  Leesbnrg,  ana  the  dispatch  from  Sugar 
Loaf  appearing  to  confirm  this  view,  I  wished  General  Stone,  who  had 
only  a  line  of  pickets  on  the  river — the  mass  of  his  troops  being  out  of 
sight  of  and  beyond  range  from  the  Virginia  bank — to  make  some 
display  of  an  intention  to  cross,  and  also  to  watch  the  enemy  more 
closely  than  usual.  I  did  not  direct  him  to  cross,  nor  did  I  intend  that 
he  should  cross  the  river  in  force  for  the  purpose  of  hghtiug. 

The  above  dispatch  was  sent  on  the  20th,  and  reached  General  Stone 
as  early  as  11  a.  m.  of  that  day.  I  expected  him  to  accomplish  all  that 
was  intended  on  the  same  day ;  and  this  he  did,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  foUowiug  dispatch,  received  at  my  headquarters  in  Washington 
from  Poolesville  on  the  evening  of  October  20 : 

Made  a  feint  of  croasing  at  this  place  this  afternoon,  and  at  the  same  time  started 
a  reconnoitering  party  towards  Leeebnrg  from  Harrison's  Island.  The  enemy's  pickets 
retired  to  intrenchments.  Beport  of  reconnoit«riug  party  not  yet  received,  i  have 
means  of  crossing  1:25  men  once  in  ten  minutes  at  each  of  two  points.  River  falling 
dowly. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-GeneraL 
M%]or-General  McCleuan. 

As  it  was  not  foreseen  or  expected  that  General  McCall  would  be 
needed  to  co-operate  with  General  Stone  in  any  attack,  he  was  directed 
to  fall  back  from  Dranesville  to  his  original  camp,  near  Prospect  Hill, 
as  soon  as  the  required  reconnaissances  were  completed.  Accordingly 
he  left  Dranesville  on  his  return  at  about  SJiO  a.  m.  of  the  21st,  reach- 
ing his  old  camp  at  about  1  p.  m. 

In  the  mean  time  I  was  surprised  to  hear  from  General  Stone  that  a 
portion  of  his  troops  were  engaged  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  river, 
and  at  once  sent  instructions  to  General  McCall  to  remain  at  Dranes- 
vilie,  if  he  had  not  left  before  the  order  reached  him.  The  order  did 
not  reach  him  until  his  return  to  his  camp  at  Langley.  He  was  then 
ordered  to  rest  his  men  and  hold  his  division  in  readiness  to  return  to 
Dranesville  at  a  moment's  notice,  should  it  become  necessary.  Similar 
instnictions  were  given  to  other  divisions  during  the  afternoon. 

The  first  intimation  I  received  from  General  Stone  of  the  real  nature 
of  his  movements  was  in  a  telegram,  as  tbllows: 

Edwards  Ferry,  October  21—11.10  a.  m. 
Major-General  McClkllan: 

The  enemy  have  been  engaged  opposite  Harrison's  Island ;  our  men  behaving  ad- 
mirably. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  QtnetaU 

At  2  p.  m.  General  Banks'  adjutan^general  sent  the  following: 

Darnestown,  OeUiber  21,  1861—2  p..  m. 
General  B.  B.  Marcy: 

General  Stone  safely  crossed  the  river  this  morning.  Some  engagemmits  have 
taken  place  on  the  other  side  of  the  river;  how  important  is  not  knojyni^ . 

R.  M.  COPELAND, 
Actmg  Aeeietant  A'djuiant'O-eneraU 

General  Stone  sent  the  following  dispatches  on  the  same  day  a4>  the 
hours  indicated : 

Edwards  Frrry,  Oetoher  21, 1861—2  p.  m. 
ttiyor-General  McClbllak: 

There  has  been  sharp  firing  on  the  right  of  bnr  line,  and  our  troops  appear  to  be 
3  B  B— VOL  V 
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advancing  there  under  Baker.    The  left,  under  Gorman,  has  advanced  its  Bkirmishera 
nearly  1  mile,  and,  if  the  moyement  continues  suooeasful,  will  turn  the  enemy's  right. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier'  G^imtoZ. 

Edwabds  Fxbrt,  October  21,  1861—4  p.  m. 

General  McClbllak: 

Nearlv  all  my  force  is  across  the  river.  Baker  on  the  right ;  Gorman  on  the  left. 
Bight  UBarply  engaged. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-CttnerdL 

EBWARD6  Fbrby,  Octclber  21,  1861—9.30  p.  m. 
Ifi^or-General  McCuellan: 

I  am  occupied  in  preventing  farther  disaster,  and  try  to  get  into  a  position  to  re- 
deem. We  have  lost  some  of  our  host  commanders— Baker  dead,  Cogswell  a  prisoner 
or  secreted.  The  wounded  are  being  carefully  and  rapidly  removed,  and  Gorman's 
wing  is  being  cautiously  withdrawn.  Any  advance  from  Dranesville  must  be  made 
cautiously. 

All  was  reported  goine  well  up  to  Baker's  death,  but  in  the  confusion  following  that, 
the  right  wing  was  outflanked.  In  a  few  hours  I  shall,  unless  a  night  attack  is  made, 
he  in  the  same  position  as  last  night,  save  the  loss  of  many  good  men. 

C.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-GenerdL 

Although  no  more  fdlly  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs,  I  had  daring 
the  afternoon,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  ordered  General  Banks  to 
send  one  brigade  to  the  support  of  the  troops  at  Harrison's  Island,  and 
to  move  with  the  other  two  to  Seneca  Mill,  ready  to  Rup|>ort  General 
Stone  if  necessary.  The  9.30  p.  m.  dispatch  of  General  Stone  did  not 
give  me  an  entire  understanding  of  the  state  of  the  case. 

Aware  of  the  difficulties  and  perhaps  &tal  consequences  of  recrossing 
snch  a  river  as  the  Potomac  aft^  a  repulse,  and  from  these  telegrams 
sctpposing  his  whole  force  to  be  on  the  Virginia  side,  I  directed  General 
Stone  to  intrench  himself,  and  hold  the  Virginia  side  at  all  hazuds 
until  re-enforcements  could  arrive^  when  he  could  safely  withdraw  to 
the  ilifaryland  side  or  hold  his  position  on  the  Virginia  side,  should  that 
prove  advisabla  General  Banks  was  instructed  to  move  the  rest  of  his 
division  to  Edwards  Ferry,  and  to  send  over  as  many  men  as  possible 
before  daylight  to  re-enforce  Stone.  He  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  effect 
this,  and  was  instructed  to  collect  all  the  canal-boats  he  could  find  and 
nse  them  for  crossing  at  Edwturds  Ferry  in  sufficient  force  to  enable 
the  troops  Already  there  to  hold  the  opposite  side. 

On  the  22d  I  went  to  the  ground  in  person,  and  reaching  Poolesville, 
learned  for  the  first  time  the  full  details  of  the  affair. 

The  following  extract  from  the  evidence  of  General  Stone  before  the 
Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1862,  will 
throw  further  light  on  this  occurrence : 

General  Stone  says  he  received  the  order  from  my  headquarters  to 
make  a  slight  demonstration  at  about  11  a.  m.  on  the  20th,  and  that,  in 
obedience  to  that  order,  he  made  the  demonstration  on  the  evening  of 
the  same  day. 

In  regard  to  the  reconnaissance  on  the  21st,  which  resulted  in  the 
battle  of  Ball's  Bluff,  he  was  asked  the  following  questions : 

Question.  Did  this  reconnaissance  originate  with  yourself  or  had  yon  orders  finom 
the  General-in-Chief  to  make  it  f 

To  which  he  replied:  **  It  originated  with  myself— ihe  reconnaissance.*' 

Question.  The  order  did  not  proceed  from  General  McClellan  f 

Answer.  I  was  directed  the  day  before  to  make  a  demonstration ;  that  demonstra- 
tion was  made  the  day  preyions. 
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Qoeitico.  Did  yoa  reoeire  «a  order  from  the  QenenJ-iD-Chief  to  make  the  leton- 

BiiMuieet 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Making  a  personal  exammation  on  the  23d,  I  found  that  the  position 
on  the  Virginia  side  at  Edwards  Ferry  was  not  a  tenable  one,  but  did 
not  think  it  wise  to  withdraw  the  troops  by  daylight.  I  therefore 
caoaed  more  artillery  to  be  placed  in  x>osition  on  tibe  Maryland  side  to 
cover  the  approaches  to  the  ground  held  by  us,  and  crossed  the  few 
additional  troops  that  the  high  wind  permitted  ns  to  get  over,  so  as  to 
be  as  secure  as  possible  against  any  attack  during  the  day.  Before 
night&U  all  the  precautions  were  taken  to  secure  an  orderly  and  quiet 
passage  of  the  troops  and  guns.  The  movement  was  commenced  soon 
after  dark,  under  the  personal  supervision  of  General  Stone,  who  re- 
ceived the  order  for  the  withdi^wal  at  7.15  p.  m.  By  4  a.  ul  of  the 
24th  everything  had  reached  the  Maryland  shore  in  safety. 

A  few  days  afterward  I  received  information,  which  seemed  to  be 
authentic,  to  the  effect  that  large  bodies  of  the  enemy  had  been  ordered 
from  Manassas  to  Leesburg  to  cut  off  our  troops  on  the  Virginia  side, 
llieir  timely  withdrawal  had  probably  prevented  a  still  more  serious 
disaster. 

I  refer  to  General  Stone's  report  of  this  battle,  furnished  the  War 
Department,  and  his  published  testimony  before  the  Committee  on  the 
Conduct  of  the  War,  for  fhrther  details.* 

The  records  of  the  Wnr  Department  show  my  anxiety  and  efibrts  to 
assume  active  offensive  operations  in  the  fall  and  early  winter.  It  is 
only  just  to  say,  however,  that  the  unprecedented  condition  of  the 
roads  and  Virginia  soil  would  have  delayed  an  advance  until  February, 
had  the  discipline,  organization,  and  equipment  of  the  Army  been  as 
complete  at  the  close  of  the  fall  as  was  necessary,  and  as  I  desired  and 
labored  against  every  impediment  to  make  them. 

While  still  in  command  only  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — namely, 
in  early  September — I  proposed  the  formation  of  a  corps  of  New  Eng- 
landers  for  coast  service  in  the  bays  and  inlets  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Potomac,  to  co-operate  with  my  own  command,  from  which  most  of  its 
oiaterial  was  drawn. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  however,  I  was  called  to  relieve  Lieutenant- 
Oeneral  Scott  in  the  chief  and  general  command  of  the  armies  of  the 
Union.  The  direction  and  nature  of  this  coast  expedition,  therefore, 
▼ere  somewhat  changed,  as  will  soon  appear  in  the  original  plan  sub- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  letter  of  instmcnons  later  issued  to 
Oeneral  Bumside,  its  commander.  The  whole  country,  indeed,  had  now 
become  the  theater  of  militar^^  operations  from  the  Potomac  to  beyond 
the  Mississippi,  and  to  assist  the  Navy  in  perfecting  and  sustaining  the 
blockade  it  became  necessary  to  extend  these  operations  to  points  on 
the  sea-coast,  Boanoke  Island,  Savannah,  and  New  Orleans.  It  re- 
mained  also  to  equip  and  organizi^  the  armies  of  the  West,  whose  con- 
dition was  little  better  than  that  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  been. 
The  direction  of  the  campaigns  in  tLe  West  and  of  the  operations  on  the 
Beaboaid  enabled  me  to  enter  upon  larger  combinations  and  to  accomplish 
^ttlts  the  necessity  and  advantage  of  which  had  not  been  unforeseen, 
bat  which  had  been  beyond  the  ability  of  the  single  army  formerly  un- 
der my  command  to  effect. 
The  foUowing  letters  and  a  subsequent  paper,  addressed  to  the  Sec- 

*  8ee "  Operations  on  the  Potomac,''  etc.,  October  21-24^  poti;  and  Fry  to  McDow« 
«Qt  October  24,  Ibbl,  etc,  in  <<  Correspondence,  etc/'jMMt. 
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retary  of  War,  sufficiently  indicate  the  nature  of  those  combinations  to 
aocostomed  to  reason  upon  military  oi>erations : 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

W<uhingtony  SepUmbw  6,  1861. 

StR:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  suggest  the  following  proposition,  with  the  request  that 
the  necessary  authority  1>e  at  once  given  me  to  carry  it  out — ^to  organize  a  force  of  two 
brigades,  of  five  reeiments  each,  of  New  England  men,  for  the  general  service,  but 
particularly  adapted  to  coast  service,  the  officers  and  men  to  be  sumciently  convi*n«aut 
with  boat  service  to  manage  steamers,  sailing  vensels,  launches,  barges,  surf-l>oatSy 
Hoating  batteries,  &c. ;  to  charter  or  buy  for  the  command  a  sufficient  number  of  pn>- 
pellers  or  tug-boats  for  transportation  of  men  and  supplies,  the  machinery  of  which 
should  be  amply  protected  hj  timber;  the  vessels  to  have  permanent  exptiriencecl 
officers  from  the  merchant  service,  but  to  be  manned  by  details  from  the  command :  a 
naval  officer  to  be  attached  to  the  8ta£f  of  the  commanding  officer ;  the  flank  compa- 
nies of  each  regiment  to  be  armed  with  Dahlgren  boat  guns  and  carbines  with  water- 
proof cailridges ;  the  other  companies  to  have  such  arms  as  I  may  hereafter  designate ; 
to  be  uniformed  and  equipped  as  the  Rhode  Island  re^iment«  are ;  launches  aucf  float- 
ing batteries  with  timber  parapets  of  sufficient  capacity  t-o  land  or  bring  into  action, 
the  entire  force.  The  entire  management  and  organization  of  the  force  to  be  under 
myoontrol,  and  to  form  an  intosral  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  force  is  for  operations  in  the  inlets  of  Chesapeake  Bay 
and  the  Potomac.  By  enabling  me  thus  to  land  troops  at  points  where  they  are  needed, 
this  force  can  also  be  used  in  conjunction  with  a  naval  force  ojterating  against  pointa 
on  the  sea-coast.  This  coast  division  to  be  commanded  by  a  general  officer  of  my 
selection ;  the  regiments  to  be  organized  as  other  land  forces ;  the  disbursements  for 
vessels,  ^c,  to  m  made  by  the  proper  department  of  the  Army  upon  the  requisitions 
of  Hub  general  commanding  the  division,  with  my  approval. 

I  think  the  entire  force  can  be  •rganized  in  thirty  days,  and  by  no  means  the  least 
of  the  advantages  of  this  proposition  is  the  fact  that  it  will  call  into  the  service  a  claio 
of  men  who  would  not  otherwise  enter  the  Army. 

You  will  immediately  perceive  that  the  object  of  this  force  is  to  follow  along  the 
coast  and  up  the  inlets  and  rivers  the  movemente  of  the  main  army  when  it  ad- 
vances. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Mafor-Cttneralf  Cktmmanding. 

Hon.  Simon  Camerox,  Secretary  of  War, 

Owing  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  in  procuring  the  requisite  vessels  and 
adr:»piing  thein  to  the  special  purposes  contemplatCMl,  this  expedition 
was  not  ready  for  ser^ice  until  January,  1SG2.  Then  in  the  cliief  com- 
mand, I  deemed  it  best  to  send  it  to  North  Carolina,  with  the  design 
indicated  in  the  following  letter : 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

WMhitigUmy  January  7, 1862. 

General:  In  accordance  with  verbal  instructions  heretofore  given  you,  you  will, 
after  uniting  with  Fiag-Officer  Qoldsborough,  at  Fort  Monroe,  proceed  under  bis  con- 
voy to  Hatteras  Inlet,  where  you  will,  in  connection  with  him,  take  the  most  prompt 
measures  for  crossing  the  fleet  over  the  bulkhead  into  the  waters  of  the  sound.  Under 
the  accompanying  general  order,  constituting  the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  garrison  at  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  make  such  diai)08itions  in 
regard  to  that  place  as  your  ulterior  operations  may  render  necessary,  always  being 
careful  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  that  very  important  station  in  any  continfrency. 

Your  first  point  of  attack  will  be  Roanoke  Island  and  its  dependencies.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  Navy  can  reduce  the  batteries  on  the  marshes  and  coyer  the  landiuff 
of  your  troops  on  the  main  island,  by  which,  in  connection  with  a  rapid  movement  ot 
the  gunboats  to  the  northern  extremity  as  soon  as  the  marsh  battery  is  reduced,  it 
may  be  hoped  to  capture  the  entire  gaxrison  of  the  place.  Havingoccnpied  the  ialand 
and  its  dependencies,  you  will  at  once  proceed  to  the  erection  of  the  batteries  and  de- 
fenses necessary  to  hold  the  position  with  a  small  force.  Should  the  flag-officer  require 
any  assistance  in  seizing  or  holding  the  debouches  of  the  canal  ftom  Norfolk,  you 
will  please  aflbrd  it  to  htm.  . 

The  commodore  and  yourself  having  completed  your  arrangements  in  recard  to 
Roanoke  Island  and  the  waters  north  of  it,  you  will  please  at  once  make  a  dcHceut 
on  New  Berne,  having  gained  possession  of  which  and  the  railroad  passing  through 
it,  you  will  at  once  throw  a  sufficient  force  upon  Beaufort^  and  take  the  stepn  neces- 
sary to  reduce  Fort  Macon  and  open  that  port.    When  you  seize  New  Bcnie,  you  will 
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endeavor  to  seize  the  TsUnrnd  as  far  west  as  Goldsborongb,  shonld  circunistaiioes  favor 
saeh  a  movement.  The  temper  of  the  i>eop1e,  the  rebel  force  at  hand,  &o.,  will  ffo 
far  towards  determiniug  the  question  as  to  how  far  west  the  railroad  can  be  safely 
occupied  and  held.  Shonld  cirenmstances  render  it  advisable  to  seize  and  hold 
Baleieh,  the  main  north  and  sonth  Une  of  railroad  passing  through  Goldsborough 
ahould  be  so  effectually  destroyed  for  considerable  distances  north  and  south  of  t&t 
point  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  use  it  to  your  disadvantage.  A  great 
point  would  be  sained,  in  any  event,  by  the  effectual  destruction  of  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  RauroadL 

I  would  advise  great  caution  in  moving  so  far  into  the  interior  as  upon  Balaigh. 
Having  accomplished  the  objects  mentioned,  the  next  point  of  interest  would  prob- 
ably be  Wilmington,  the  reduction  of  which  may  require  that  additional  means  shall 
be  afforded  yon.  I  would  urge  great  caution  in  regard  to  proclamations.  In  no  case 
would  I  go  beyond  a  moderate  joint  proclamation  with  the  naval  commander,  which 
should  say  as  little  as  possible  about  politics  or  the  negro ;  merely  state  that  the  true 
issue  for  which  we  are  fighting  is  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and  upholding  the 
la^  of  the  (General  Government,  and  statins  that  all  who  conduct  themselves  prqp- 
erly  will^  as  far  as  possible,  be  protected  in  uieir  persons  and  propertv. 

Yon  will  please  report  your  operations  as  often  as  an  opportunity  oners  itselfl 
With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Md^jqr-General,  Commanding  in  CMrf, 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnsidje,  Commamding  EacpedUum, 

The  following  letters  of  instmction  were  sent  to  Generals  HaUeck, 
Bnell,  Sherman,  and  Butler;  and  I  also  communicated  verbally  to 
these  officers  my  views  in  fall  regarding  the  field  of  operations  as- 
signed to  each,  and  gave  them  their  instracdons  as  much  in  detail  as 
was  necessary  at  that  time : 

H]BAI>QUABTERS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  11, 1861. 

Gbherai^  :  In  asslgninff  you  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Miisouri,  it 
it  probably  unnecessary  for  me  to  state  that  I  have  intrusted  to  you  a  duty  which 
T»)iiires  the  utmost  tact  and  decision.  You  have  not  merely  the  ordinary  duties  of  a 
military  commander  to  perform,  but  the  far  more  difficult  task  of  reducing  chaos  to 
order,  of  changing  probably  the  minority  of  the  personnel  of  the  staff  of  the  depart* 
meat,  and  of  reducing  to  a  point  of  economy,  consistent  with  the  interests  and  neces- 
nties  of  the  State,  a  system  of  reckless  expenditure  and  fraud,  perhaps  unheard-of 
befoie  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

You  will  find  in  your  department  many  general  and  staff  officers  holding  iUegal 
oominissions  and  appointments  not  recognized  or  approved  by  the  President  or  Sec- 
letazy  of  War.  You  wiU  please  at  once  inform  these  gentlemen  of  the  nullity  of 
tbeir  appointment,  and  see  that  no  pay  or  allowances  are  issued  to  them  until  such 
time  as  commissions  mav  be  authorize  by  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War. 

If  any  of  them  give  the  slightest  trouble,  you  will  at  once  arrest  them  and  send 
them,  under  guard,  out  of  the  limits  of  vour  department,  iniorming  them  that  if  they 
retain  they  wiU  be  placed  in  close  connnement.  You  will  please  examine  into  the 
legality  of  the  organization  of  the  troops  serving  in  the  department.  When  you  find 
say  illegal,  unusual,  or  improper  organizations,  you  will  give  to  the  officers  and  men 
so  opportunity  to  enter  the  legal  military  establishment  under  general  laws  and 
orders  from  the  War  Department,  reporting  in  full  to  these  headquarters  any  officer 
or  organisation  that  may  decline. 

You  will  please  cause  competent  and  reliable  staff  officers  to  examine  all  existing 
cootracta  immediately,  and  suspend  all  payments  upon  them  until  you  receive  the 
leport  in  each  case.  Where  there  is  the  slishtest  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
eootaMt,  you  will  be  f^ood  enough  to  refer  the  matter  with  full  explanation  to  these 
b^dqnarters,  stating  in  each  case  what  would  be  a  fair  compensation  for  the  services 
or  materials  rendered  under  the  contract.  Discontinue  at  once  the  reception  of  ma- 
terial or  services  under  any  doubtful  contract.  Arrest  and  bring  to  i^ronipt  trial  all 
officers  who  have  in  any  way  violated  their  duty  to  the  Government.  In  resard  to 
the  political  conduct  of  affairs,  you  will  please  labor  to  impress  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  Misaonii  and  the  adjacent  States  that  we  are  fighting  solely  for  the  integrity  of 
tlie  Union,  to  uphold  the  power  of  our  National  Government,  and  to  restore  to  the 
nation  the  blessings  of  i>eace  and  good  order. 

With  respect  to  military  operations,  it  is  probable,  from  the  best  information  in  my 
possession,  that  the  interests  of  the  Government  will  be  best  served  by  fortifying  and 
Aolding  in  oonaiderable  strength  BoUa,  Sedalia,  and  other  interior  points,  keeping 
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0iroDg 'patrols  constantly  moving  from  the  tenninal  stations,  and  oonoentzatixig  the 
mass  01  the  troops  on  or  near  the  Miseiasippiy  prepared  for  such  ulterior  operations  as 
the  pubUo  interests  may  demand. 

I  wonld  be  glad  to  have  you  make,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  personal  inspeotion  of  all 
the  important  points  in  your  department,  and  report  the  result  to  me.  I  cannot  too 
strongly  impress  upon  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  me  constantly  advised  of 
the  strength,  condition,  and  location  of  your  troops,  together  with  all  facts  that  wiU 
enable  me  to  maintain  that  general  direction  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States  which 
it  is  my  purxKwe  to  exeroise.  I  trust  to  yon  to  maintain  thorough  organization,  dia- 
oipUne,  and  economy  throughout  your  department.  Please  Inform  me  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible of  everything  relating  to  the  ganboats  now  in  process  of  construction,  as  well 
as  those  completed. 

The  militia  force  authorised  to  be  raised  by  the  State  of  Missouri  for  its  defense  will 
he  under  your  orders. 

I  am,  general,  dbc, 

GEO.  B.  HcCLELLAN. 
lfq/or-GsRsra2,  Commanding  U,  8.  Jmy. 

Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halu^,  U.  S.  A.,  Camdg,  Jk^t  of  Mi9iowrL 

HbADQUARTERS  of  the  AlOfTy 

WathingUmf  November  7,  1861. 

Gbkkbal  :  In  giving  you  instructions  for  your  ffuidance  in  conunand  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ohio,  I  do  not  design  to  fetter  you.  1  merely  wish  to  express  plainly  the 
general  ideas  which  occur  to  me  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  operations  there.    That 

E»rtion  of  Kentucky  west  of  the  Cumberland  Siver  is  by  its  position  so  closely  re- 
ted  tO'the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  that  it  has  seemed  best  to  attach  it  to  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri.  Your  operations,  then  (in  Kentucky),  will  be  confined 
to  that  portion  of  the  State  east  of  the  Cumberland  River.  I  trust  I  need  not  repeat 
to  you  that  I  regard  the  importance  of  the  territory  committed  to  your  care  as  second 
only  to  that  occupied  by  the  army  under  mv  immediate  command.  It  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  we  shall  hold  all  the  State  or  Kentucky;  not  only  that,  but  that  the 
minority  of  its  inhabitants  shall  be  warmly  in  favor  of  our  cause,  it  betuff  that  which 
best  subserves  their  interests.  It  is  possible  that  the  conduct  of  our  political  affairs  in 
Kentucky  is  more  important  than  that  of  our  military  operations.  I  certainly  cannot 
overestimate  the  importance  of  the  former.  You  will  please  constantly  bear  in  mind  the 
precise  issue  for  which  we  are  fighting.  That  issue  is  the  preservation  of  the  Union  and 
the  restoration  of  the  tall  authority  of  the  General  Government  over  all  portions  of  oar 
territory.  We  shall  most  readily  suppress  this  rebellion  and  restore  the  authority  of 
the  Government  bv  religiously  res^ting  the  constitutional  rights  of  all.  I  know 
that  I  express  the  feeling  and  opinions  of  the  President  when  I  say  that  we  are  fisht- 
iog  onlv  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and  the  constitutional  authority  ofthe 
General  Government. 

The  inhabitants  of  Kentucky  may  rely  upon  it  that  their  domestic  institutions  will 
in  no  manner  be  interfered  with,  and  that  they  will  receive  at  our  hands  every  con- 
stitutional protection.  I  have  only  to  repeat  that  you  will  in  all  respects  carefully 
regard  the  local  institutions  of  the  region  in  which  yon  command,  aUowins  nothing 
hot  the  dictates  of  military  necessity  to  cause  you  to  depart  from  the  spirit  of  these 
instruotions. 

So  much  in  regard  to  political  considerations. 

The  military  problem  would  be  a  simple  one  could  it  be  entirely  separated  from 
political  influences.  Such  is  not  the  case.  Were  the  population  among  which  yon 
are  to  operate  wholly  or  generalljy^  hostile,  it  is  probable  that  Nashville  should  be  your 
first  ancl  principal  objective  point.  It  so  happens  that  a  large  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Eastern  Tennessee  are  in  favor  of  the  Union.  It  therefore  seems  proper 
that  yon  should  remain  on  the  defensive  on  the  line  from  Louisville  to  Nashville, 
while  you  throw  the  mass  of  your  forces  by  rapid  marohes.  by  Cumberland  Gap  or 
Wiilker's  Gap,  on  Knoxville,  in  order  to  occupy  the  railroaa  at  that  point,  and  thus 
euable  the  loyal  citizens  of  Eastern  Tennessee  to  rise,  while  you  at  the  same  time  out 
off  the  railway  communication  between  Eastern  Virginia  and  the  Mississippi.  It 
will  be  prudent  to  fortify  the  pass  before  leaving  it  in  your  rear. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  C.  Busll. 

Headquarters  or  the  Armt, 

JfMhington,  Ifotember  12,  1861. 

Geiteral  :  Upon  assuming  command  of  the  department  I  will  be  glad  to  have  you 
make  as  soon  as  possible  a  carefal  report  of  the  condition  and  situation  of  your  troops 
and  of  the  military  and  political  condition  of  ^our  command.  The  main  point  to 
which  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  is  the  necessity  of  entering  Eastern  Tennessee  as 
soon  ss  it  can  be  done  with  reasonable  chances  of  success,  and  I  hope  that  you  will, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  organize  a  column  for  that  purpose,  sufficiently  guard- 
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isg  at  the  same  time  the  main  aTennee  by  which  the  rebels  may  inyade  Kentaoky. 
Our  coiiTersatioiiB  on  the  enbjeot  of  military  operations  have  been  so  fall  and  my  con- 
fidence in  your  judgment  is  so  great,  that  I  wm  not  dwell  farther  npon  the  sabject, 
except  to  urge  apon  yon  the  necessity  of  keeping  me  fiilly  informed  as  to  the  state  of 
sffsiia,  both  militarr  and  political,  and  yonr  movements.  In  regard  to  politicai  mat- 
ters, bear  in  mind  that  we  are  fighting  only  to  preserye  the  integrity  of  the  Union  and 
to  uphold  the  power  of  the  General  GoTemment.  As  far  as  military  necessity  will 
permit,  religionriy  respect  the  constitntional  rights  of  all.  Preserye  the  strictest  dis- 
eipiine  among  the  troops,  and  while  emplojing  the  ntmost  energy  in  military  moye- 
ments,  be  earefnl  so  to  treat  the  onarmed  inhabitants  as  to  contract,  not  widen,  the 
breach  existing  between  as  and  the  rebels. 

I  mean  by  this  that  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Goyemment  to  ayoid  unnecessary  irrita- 
tion  by  caoseless  arrests  and  persecation  ot  indiyidnals.  Where  there  is  good  reason 
to  betieye  that  persons  are  actually  giving  aid,  comfort,  or  information  to  the  enemy, 
it  id  of  course  necessary  to  arrest  them ;  but  I  have  alwaj^s  found  that  it  is  the  tendency 
of  subordinates  to  make  vexatious  arrests  on  mere  suspicion.  You  will  find  it  well  to 
diieet  Uiat  no  arrest  shall  be  made  except  by  vour  order  or  that  of  your  generals,  un- 
less in  extraordinary  cases,  always  holoing  the  party  makins  the  arrest  responsible 
for  the  propriety  of  his  course.  It  should  be  our  constant  ami  to  make  it  apparent 
to  aU  tnat  their  property,  their  comfort,  and  their  personal  safety  will  be  best  pre- 
served by  adhering  to  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

If  the  military  suggestions  I  have  made  in  this  letter  prove  to  have  been  founded 
on  emmeona  dnta  you  are  of  course  perfectly  fiee  to  change  the  plans  of  operations. 

Brig.  Geo.  D.  C.  Buxix,  Camdg.  Deg^t  itf  the  Ohio, 

Hbadquarters  of  the  Armt, 

WtuMngtonf  FOimory  14, 1862. 

Obhxral  :  Your  dispatches  in  regard  to  the  occupation  of  Dawfdskie  Island,  dbc, 
▼ere  received  to-day.  I  saw  also  to-day,  for  the  first  time,  your  requisition  for  a  siege 
train  for  Savannah. 

After  giving  the  subject  aU  the  consider,ation  in  my  power,  I  am  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion mat,  under  present  circumstances,  the  siege  and  capture  of  Savannah  do  not 
promise  results  commensurate  with  the  sacrifices  necessary.  When  I  learned  that  it 
wss  possible  for  the  gunboats  to  reach  the  Savannah  River  above  Fort  Pulaski,  two 
operations  suggested  themselves  to  my  mind  as  its  immediate  results : 

First.  The  capture  of  Savannah  by  a  oonp  <lemat« — ^the  result  of  an  instantaneous 
sdTsnce  and  attack  by  the  Army  and  Navy. 

The  time  for  this  has  passed,  and  your  letter  indicates  that  you  are  not  accountable 
for  the  foiluxe  to  seiae  the  propitious  moment,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  you  perceived 
its  advantages. 

Second.  To  isolate  Fort  Pulaski,  cut  off  its  supplies,  and  at  least  fSMilitate  its  reduc- 
tion by  a  bombardment. 

Although  we  have  a  long  delay  to  deplore,  the  second  coarse  still  remains  open  to 
ss ;  and  I  strongly  advise  a  close  blockade  ot  Pulaski,  and  its  bombardment  as  soon 
ss  the  13-inch  mortars  and  heavy  ffuns  reach  you.  I  am  confident  you  can  thus 
reduce  it.  With  Puladd  you  gain  all  that  is  really  essential ;  you  obtain  complete 
control  of  the  harbor ;  you  relieve  the  blockading  fleet,  and  render  the  main  body  of 
yonr  force  disposable  for  other  operations. 

I  do  not  consider  the  possession  of  Savannah  worth  a  siege  after  Pulaski  is  in  our 
hands.  But  the  possession  of  Pulaski  is  of  the  first  importance.  The  expedition  to 
Femandina  is  well,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  that  it  is  ours. 

But,  after  all,  tne  greatest  moral  effect  would  be  produced  by  the  reduction  of 
Charleston  and  its  defenses.  There  the  rebellion  had  its  birth ;  there  the  unnatural 
hatred  of  our  Government  is  most  intense ;  there  is  the  center  of  the  boasted  power 
and  courage  of  the  rebels. 

To  gain  Fort  Sumter  and  hold  Charleston  is  a  task  well  worthy  of  our  greatest 
efforts  and  considerable  sacrifices.  That  is  the  problem  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you 
study.  Some  time  must  elapse  before  we  can  be  in  all  respects  ready  to  accomplish 
that  purpose.  Fleets  are  en  route  and  armies  in  motion  which  have  certain  prelimi- 
nary objects  to  accomplish  before  we  are  ready  to  take  Charleston  in  hand,  but  the 
time  wiU  before  long  arrive  when  I  shall  be  prepared  to  make  that  movement.  In 
the  mean  time  it  is  my  advice  and  wish  that  no  attempt  be  made  upon  Savannah, 
unless  it  can  be  carried  with  certainty  by  a  coup  de  main. 

Please  concentrate  your  attention  and  forces  upon  Pulaski  and  Femandina.    Saint 
Augustine  might  as  well  be  taken  by  way  of  an  interlude,  while  awaiting  the  prep- 
arations for  Charleston.    Success  attends  us  everywhere  at  present. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 
MajW'Generalf  Commanding  U,  S,  Armif. 

Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Shxbhan,  Comdg.  at  Port  Uoyal,  fc. 
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Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Waakingtont  FOfruary  23,  1862. 

General:  You  are  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  land  forces  destined  to  co-oper- 
ate with  the  Navy  in  the  attacks  upon  New  Orleans.  You  will  nse  every  means  to  keep 
yonr  destination  a  profound  secret,  even  from  yoar  staff  offioers,  with  the  exception  of 
y  onr  chief  of  staff  and  Lieutenant  Wei  tzel,  of  the  Engineers.  The  force  at  yonr  aispoeal 
will  consist  of  the  first  thirteen  regiments  named  in  ^our  memorandum  handed  to  me 
in  i»erson^  the  Twenty-first  Indiana,  Fourth  Wisconsin,  and  Sixth  Michigan  (old  and 
good  regiments  from  Baltimore). 

The  Twenty-first  Indiana,  Fourth  Wisconsin,  and  Sixth  Michigan  will  await  your 
orders  at  Fort  Monroe. 

Two  companies  of  the  Twenty-first  Indiana  are  well  drilled  as  heavy  artillery.  The 
cavalry  force  already  en  route  for  Ship  Island  will  be  sufficient  for  your  purposes. 

After  fall  consultation  with  officers  well  acquainted  with  the  country  m  which  it  is 
proposed  to  operate,  I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  two  light  batteries  fully 
equipped  and  one  without  horses  will  l>e  all  that  are  necessary.  This  will  make 
your  force  about  14,400  infantry,  275  cavalry,  5t30  artillery ;  total,  15.255  men.  The 
commanding  general  of  the  Department  of  Key  West  is  authorized  to  loan  you,  tem- 
porarily, two  regiments ;  Fort  Pickens  can,  probably,  give  you  another,  wnich  will 
bring  your  force  to  near  18,000. 

The  o^ect  of  your  expedition  is  one  of  vital  importance — the  capture  of  New  Or- 
leans. The  route  selected  is  up  the  Mississippi  Biver,  and  the  first  obstacle  to  be 
encountered  (perhaps  the  only  one)  is  in  the  resistance  offered  by  Forts  Saint  Philip 
and  Jackson.  It  is  expected  that  the  Navy  can  reduce  these  works ;  in  that  cane  you 
will,  after  their  capture,  leave  a  sufficient  garrison  in  them  to  render  them  perfectly 
secure;  and  it  is  recommended  that,  on  the  upward  pasMage,  a  few  heavy  guns  and 
some  troops  be  left  at  the  pilot  station  (at  the  forks  of  the  river)  to  cover  a  retreat  in 
the  event  of  a  disaster.  These  troops  and  guns  will  of  course  be  removed  as  soon 
as  tbe  forts  are  captured.  Should  the  Navy  fail  to  reduce  the  works,  you  will  land 
yonr  foroes  and  siege  train,  and  endeavor  to  breach  the  works,  silence  their  fii-e,  and 
carry  them  by  assault. 

The  next  resistance  will  be  near  the  English  Bend,  where  there  are  some  earthen 
batteries.  Here  it  may  be  necessary  for  you  to  land  your  troops  and  co-operate  with 
the  naval  attack,  although  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  Navy  unassisted  can 
accomplish  the  result.  Ifthese  works  are  taken,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  necessarily 
falls.  In  that  event,  it  will  probably  be  best  to  occupy  Algiers  with  the  mass  of  yonr 
troops,  also  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  above  the  city.  It  may  be  necessary  t4> 
place  some  troops  in  the  city  to  preserve  order,  but  if  there  appears  to  be  sufficient 
Union  sentiment  to  control  the  city,  it  may  be  best  for  purposes  of  discipliue  to  keep 
your  men  out  of  the  city. 

After  obtainin|r  possession  of  New  Orleans,  it  will  be  necessary  to  reduce  all  the 
works  guarding  its  approaches  from  the  east,  and  particularly  to  gain  the  Manchao 
Pass. 

Baton  Rouge,  Berwick  Bay,  and  Fort  Livingston  will  next  claim  yonr  attention. 

A  feint  on  Galveston  may  facilitate  the  objects  we  have  in  view.  I  need  not  call 
your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  gaining  possession  of  all  the  rolling  stock  yon  can 
on  the  difierent  railways  and  of  obtaining  control  of  the  roads  themselves.  The 
occupation  of  Baton  Rouse  by  a  combined  naval  and  land  force  should  be  accom- 
plished as  soon  as  possible  atlter  you  have  gained  New  Orleans.  Then  endeavor  to 
open  your  communication  with  the  northern  column  by  the  Mississippi,  always  bear- 
ing in  mind  the  necessity  of  occupying  Jackson,  Miss.,  as  soon  as  vou  can  safely 
do  so^  either  after  or  before  yon  have  effected  the  junction.  Allow  notning  to  divert 
yon  from  obtaining  full  possession  of  all  the  approaches  to  New  Orleans.  When  that 
object  is  accomplished  to  its  fdllest  extent,  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  combined 
attack  on  Mobile,  in  order  to  gain  possession  of  the  harbor  and.  works,  as  well  as  to 
control  the  railway  terminus  at  the  city.  In  regard  to  this  I  will  send  more  detailed 
instrnctions  as  the  operations  of  the  northern  column  develop  themselves. 

I  may  briefiy  state  that  the  general  objects  of  the  expedition  are,  first  the  reduction 
of  New  Orleans  and  all  its  approaches;  then  Mobile  and  its  defenses ;  then  Pensacola, 
Galveston,  &c.  It  is  probable  that  by  the  time  New  Orleans  is  reduced  it  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  re-enforce  the  land  forces  sufficieutly  to  accomplish 
all  these  objects.  In  the  mean  time  you  will  please  give  all  the  assistance  in  yonr 
power  to  the  army  and  navy  commanders  in  your  vicinity,  never  losing  sight  of 
the  fact  that  the  great  object  to  be  achieved  is  the  capture  and  firm  retention  of  New 
Orleans. 

I  am,  &c., 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN. 
Majw-Generalj  Comiaanding  U,  S,  Army, 

Uai,  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  U,  S»  Voluniecra, 
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The  plan  indicated  in  the  above  letters  comprehended  in  its  scoi)e 
the  operations  of  all  the  armies  of  the  Union,  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
as  well.  It  was  my  intention,  for  reasons  easy  to  be  seen,  that  its 
varioos  parts  should  be  carried  out  simultaneously,  or  nearly  so,  and 
iu  oo-operation  along  the  whole  line.  If  this  plan  was  wise,  and  events 
have  Mled  to  prove  that  it  was  not,  then  it  is  unuecessai-y  to  defend 
any  delay  which  would  have  enabled  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to 
perform  its  share  iu  the  execution  of  the  whole  work.  But  about  the 
middle  of  January,  1862,  upon  recovering  from  a  severe  illness,  I  found 
that  excessive  anxiety  for  an  immediate  movement  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  had  taken  possession  of  the  minds  of  the  administration.  A 
change  had  just  been  made  in  the  War  Department,  and  I  was  soon 
nrged  by  the  new  Secretary,  Mr.  Stanton,  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
secure  the  reopening  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  and  to  free 
the  banks  of  the  Lower  Potomac  from  the  rebel  batteries,  which  annoyed 
passing  vessels.  Very  soon  after  his  entrance  upon  office  I  laid  before 
him  verbally  my  design  as  to  the  part  of  the  plan  of  campaign  to  be  ex- 
ecuted by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  was  to  attack  Bichmond  by 
the  Lower  Chesapeake.  He  instructed  me  to  develop  it  to  the  Presi- 
dent, which  I  did.  The  result  was  that  the  President  disapproved  it, 
and  by  an  order  of  January  31, 1862,  substituted  one  of  his  own.  On 
the  27th  of  January,  1862,  the  following  order  was  issued,  without  con- 
sultation with  me : 

President's  GHeikeral  War  Order,  )  Execittive  ALlnsion, 

No.  1.  >  Washington,  January  27,  1862. 

Ordered^  That  the  22d  day  of  February,  1862,  be  the  day  for  a  general  movement  of 
the  laud  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  against  the  insurgent  forces.  That 
especially  the  army  at  and  about  Fortress  Monroe ;  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  the  Army 
of  Western  Virginia ;  the  army  near  Muufonlville,  Ky. ;  the  army  and  flotilla  at  Cairo, 
and  a  naval  force  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  be  ready  to  move  on  that  day. 

That  all  other  forces,  both  land  and  naval,  with  their  respective  commanders,  obey 
existing  orders  for  the  time,  and  be  ready  to  obey  additional  orders  when  duly  given. 

That  the  heads  of  Departments,  and  especially  the  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy,  with  all  their  subonlinates,  and  the  General-in-Chief,  with  all  other  commanders 
and  subordinates  of  land  and  naval  forces,  will  severally  be  held  to  their  strict  and 
foil  responsibilities  for  prompt  execution  of  this  order. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

The  order  of  Jannary  31, 1862,  was  as  follows: 

Presidekt's  8FECIAL  War  Order,  \  Executive  Mansion, 

No.  1.  i  WoMhington,  January  31,  1862. 

Ordered f  That  all  the  disposable  force  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  after  providing 
Bftfely  for  the  defense  of  Washington,  be  formed  into  an  expedition  for  the  immediate 
object  of  seizing  and  occnpyine  a  point  upon  the  railroad  southwestward  of  what  is 
Imown  as  Manassas  Junction,  aU  details  to  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Commander-iu- 
Cliief,  and  the  expedition  to  move  before  or  on  the  2iM  day  of  Fnbrnarv  next. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

I  asked  his  excellency  whether  this  order  was  to  be  regarded  as  final, 
or  whether  I  could  be  permitted  to  submit  in  writing  my  objections  to 
hiii  plan  and  my  reasons  for  x)referring  my  own.  Permission  was  ac- 
corded, and  I  therefore  prepared  the  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
\rhich  is  given  below. 

Before  this  had  been  submitted  to  the  President  he  addressed  me  the 
following  note : 

Executive  Mansion,  WashingUm,  Ftbruary  3, 1862. 

My  Deab  Sir  :  Ton  and  I  have  distinct  and  different  plans  for  a  movement  of  the 
Anny  of  the  Potomac — vonrs  to  be  down  the  Chesapeake,  np  the  Rappahannock  to 
Urbaoa,  and  across  lana  to  the  terminns  of  the  railroad  on  tne  York  Biver ;  mine  to 
move  directly  to  a  point  on  the  railroads  southwest  of  Manassas.* 

*For  the  President's  memorandum  accompanying  this  note,  see  under  same  date  in 
^Coirespondence,  etc/'jKM^ 
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If  yon  will  give  me  BatU&ctory  aoswen  to  the  following  qaeetions  I  ahAll  glad]y 
yield  my  plan  to  yours : 

1st.  Does  not  your  planinvolTe  a  greatly  larger  expenditure  of  time  and  moneg  than 
mine? 

2d.  Wherein  ia  a  viotory  more  certain  bv  your  plan  than  mine  f 

3d.  Wherein  is  a  victory  mare  valuable  oy  vour  plan  than  mine  f 

4th.  In  fact|  would  it  not  be  leee  valuable  in  this,  that  it  would  break  no  great 
line  of  the  enemy's  communications,  while  mine  would? 

5th.  In  ease  of  disaster,  would  not  a  retreat  be  more  difflcnlt  by  your  plan  than 
mine? 

Yours,  truly, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Mi^or-General  McClellak. 

These  questions  were  substantially  answered  b}'  the  following  letter 
of  the  same  date  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 

Headquarters  of  the  Armt, 

Waehinfftan,  JPedmary  3,  1802. 

Sib  :  I  aak  your  indulgence  for  the  foUowing  pi^er,  rendered  necessary  by  oircum- 
fltances. 

I  assumed  command  of  the  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  on  Saturday,  July 
27,  1861,  six  days  after  the  battle  of  Bull  Run. 

I  found  no  army  to  command — a  mere  coUection  of  regiments  cowering  on  the  banks 
of  the  Potomac,  some  perfectly  raw,  others  dispirited  by  the  recent  defeat. 

Nothing  of  any  consequence  had  been  done  ta  secure  the  southern  approaches  to 
the  capital  by  means  of  defensive  works;  nothing  whatever  had  been  undertaken  to 
defend  the  avenues  to  the  city  on  the  northern  aide  of  the  Potomac.  The  troops  were 
not  only  undisciplined,  undrilled,  and  dispirited ;  they  were  not  even  placed  in  mili- 
tary positions.  The  city  was  almost  in  a  condition  to  have  been  taken  by  a  dash  of  a 
resiment  of  cavalry. 

Without  one  day's  delay  I  undertook  the  di£Bcult  task  assigned  to  me ;  that  task  the 
honorable  Secretary  knows  was  given  to  me  without  my  solicitation  or  foreknowledge. 
How  fftr  I  have  accomplished  it  will  best  be  shown  by  the  past  and  the  present. 

The  capital  is  secure  against  attack,  the  extensive'  fortifications  erected  by  the 
labor  of  our  troops  enable  a  small  garrison  to  hold  it  against  a  numerous  army,  the 
enemy  have  been  held  in  check,  the  State  of  Maryland  is  securely  in  onr  possession, 
the  detached  counties  of  Virginia  are  again  within  the  pale  of  our  laws,  and  aU  ap- 
prehension of  trouble  in  Delaware  is  at  an  end ;  the  enemy  are  confined  to  the  poei- 
tions  they  occupied  before  the  disaster  of  the  21st  July.  More  than  all  this,  I  have 
now  under  my  command  a  well-drilled  and  reliable  army,  to  which  the  destinies  of 
the  country  maj  be  confidently  committed.  This  army  is  young  and  imtried  in  bat- 
tle, but  it  IS  animated  by  the  highest  spirit  and  is  capable  of  great  deeds. 

That  so  much  has  been  accomplished,  and  such  an  army  created  in  so  short  a  time 
from  nothing,  will  hereafter  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  highest  glories  of  the  adminis- 
tration and  the  nation. 

Many  weeks,  I  may  say  many  months,  ago,  this  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  fully  in 
condition  to  repel  any  attack ;  but  there  is  a  vast  difierence  between  that  and  the  effi- 
ciency requirea  to  enable  troojM  to  attack  successfully  an  army  elated  by  victory  and 
intrenched  in  a  position  long  since  selected,  studied,  and  fortified. 

In  the  earliest  papers  I  submitted  to  the  President  I  asked  for  an  efiective  and 
movable  force  far  exceeding  the  aggregate  now  on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  I  have 
not  the  force  I  asked  for. 

Even  when  in  a  subordinate  position  I  always  looked  beyond  the  operations  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  I  was  never  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  with  a  barren  victory, 
but  looked  to  combined  and  decisive  operations.  When  I  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Armies  of  the  United  States  I  immediately  turned  my  attention  to  the  whole  field 
of  operations,  regarding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  only  one,  while  the  most  im- 
portant, of  the  masses  under  my  command.  I  confess  that  I  did  not  then  appreciate 
the  total  absence  of  a  general  plan  which  had  before  existed,  nor  did  I  know  that 
ntter  disorganization  and  want  of  preparation  pervaded  the  Western  armies.  I  took 
it  for  granted  that  they  were  nearly,  if  not  quite,  in  condition  to  move  towards  the 
fulfillment  of  my  plans.    I  acknowledge  that  I  made  a  great  mistake. 

I  sent  at  once,  with  the  approval  of  the  Executive,  officers  I  considered  competent 
to  conmiand  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Their  instructions  looked  to  prompt  move- 
ments. I  soon  found  that  the  labor  of  creation  and  organization  had  to  be  performed 
there ;  transportation,  arms,  clothing,  artillery,  discipline,  all  were  wanting.  These 
things  required  time  to  procure  them. 

The  generals  in  command  have  done  their  work  most  creditably,  but  we  are  still  de- 
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lAj«d.  I  had  hoped  that  a  general  advance  conld  be  made  during  the  good  weather 
of  December.  I  was  mistaken.  My  wish  was  to  gain  posBeasion  of  the  Eastern  Ten- 
oeaiee  Railroad  as  a  preliminary  movement,  then  to  follow  it  up  immediately  by  an 
Attack  on  Nashville  and  Richmond,  as  nearly  at  the  same  time  as  possible. 

I  have  ever  regarded  our  true  policy  as  being  that  of  fully  preparing  ourselves,  and 
tiien  seeking  for  the  most  decisive  results.  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  lite  in  useless  bat- 
tle, but  prefer  to  strike  at  the  heart. 

Two  bases  of  operation  seem  to  present  themselves  for  the  advance  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac : 

L  That  of  WashinjEton — ^its  present  position — involving  a  direct  attack  upon  the  in- 
trenched positions  of  the  enemy  at  Centieville,  Manassas,  &o.,  or  else  a  movement  to 
tarn  one  or  both  flanks  of  those  positions,  or  a  combination  of  the  two  plans. 

The  relative  force  of  the  two  armies  will  not  Justify  an  attack  on  both  flanks;  an 
sttsck  on  his  left  flank  alone  involves  a  lon^  line  of  wagon  communication,  and  can- 
not prevent  him  from  collecting  for  the  decisive  battle  all  the  detachments  now  on 
his  extreme  right  and  left. 

Should  we  attack  his  right  flank  by  the  line  of  the  Occoquan,  and  a  crossing  of  the 
Potomac  below  that  river,  and  near  his  batteries,  we  could  perhaps  prevent  the  junc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  right  with  his  center  (we  might  destrov  the  former) ;  we  would 
nmove  the  obetructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  reduce  the  length  of  wagon 
transportation  by  establishing  new  depots  at  the  nearest  points  of  the  Potomac,  and 
strike  more  directly  his  main  railway  communication. 

The  fords  of  the  OcccKiuau  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bull  Run  are  watched  by  the 
rebels:  batteries  are  said  to  be  placed  on  the  heights  in  the  rear  (concealed  by  the 
woods),  and  the  arrangement  of  his  troops  is  such  that  he  can  oppose  some  consider- 
able resistance  to  a  passage  of  that  stream.  Information  has  just  been  received  to  the 
effect  that  the  enemy  are  intrenching  a  line  of  heights  extending  from  the  vicinity  of 
Sangster's  (Union  Mills)  towards  Evansport.  Early  in  January  Spriggs'  Ford  was 
occupied  by  General  Rocles  with  3,600  men  and  eight  guns.  There  are  strong  reasons 
for  believing  that  Davis'  Ford  is  occupied.  These  circumstances  indicate  or  prove 
that  the  enemy  anticipates  the  movement  in  question  and  is  prepared  to  resist  it. 
Aasuming  for  the  present  that  this  operation  is  determined  upon,  it  may  be  well  to 
sxamiuo  uriefly  its  probable  progress.  In  the  present  state  of  afiairs  our  column  (for 
the  movement  of  so  large  a  force  must  be  made  in  several  columns,  at  least  five  or  six) 
can  reach  the  Accotink  without  danger.  During  the  mareh  thence  to  the  Occoquan 
oar  right  flank  becomes  exposed  to  an  attack  from  Fairfax  Station,  Sangster's,  and 
Union  Mills.  This  danger  must  be  met  by  occupying  in  some  foree  either  the  two 
fint-named  places,  or,  iStter,  thtTpoint  of  junction  of  the  roads  leading  thence  to  the 
Tillage  of  Occoquan.  This  occupation  must  be  continued  so  long  as  we  continue  to 
draw  supplies  by  the  roads  from  this  city  or  until  a  battle  is  won. 

The  crossing  of  the  Occocinan  should  be  made  at  all  the  fords  firom  Wolf  Run  to 
tile  mouth,  the  points  of  crossing  not  being  necessaiily  confined  to  the  fords  them- 
ficlves.  Shdold  the  enemy  occupy  this  line  in  force,  we  must,  with  what  assistance 
the  flotilla  can  afford,  endeavor  to  foree  the  passase  near  the  mouth,  thus  forcing  the 
eneiny  to  abandon  the  whole  line,  or  be  taken  in  nauk  himself. 

Having  gained  the  line  of  the  Occoquan,  it  would  be  necessair  to  throw  a  column 
by  the  shortest  route  to  Dumfries,  partly  to  foree  the  enemy  to  abandon  bis  batteries 
on  the  Potomac,  parti}'  to  cover  our  left  flank  against  an  attack  from  the  direction  of 
Aquia,  aud  lastly,  to  establish  our  communications  with  the  river  by  the  best  roads, 
SDd  thus  give  us  new  depots.  The  enemy  would  by  this  time  have  occupied  the  line 
of  the  Occoquan  above  Bull  Run,  holding  BrentsviUe  in  foree,  and  perhaps  extending 
his  lines  aomewhat  farther  to  the  southwest. 

Onr  next  step  would  then  be  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Occoquan  be* 
tween  Bull  Run  and  Broad  Run,  to  fall  upon  our  right  flank  while  moving  on  Brents- 
viUe. This  might  be  eflected  by  occupying  Bacon  Race  Church  and  the  cross-roads 
Dear  the  mouth  of  Bull  Rnn.  or  still  more  effectually  by  moving  to  the  fords  them- 
aelves,  and  preventing  him  from  debouching  on  our  side. 

These  operations  would  possibly  be  resisted,  and  it  would  require  some  time  to  effect 
them,  as  nearly  at  the  same  time  as  possible  we  should  gain  the  fords  necessary  to 
oar  purposes  above  Broad  Run.  Having  secured  our  right  flank,  it  would  become 
necesnary  to  carry  BrentsviUe  at  any  cost ;  for  we  could  not  leave  it  between  onr  risht 
flank  and  the  main  body.  The  final  movement  on  the  railroad  must  be  determined  oy 
drcunistanoes  existing  at  the  time. 

This  brief  sketch  brings  out  in  bold  relief  the  ^teat  advantage  possessed  by  the 
enemy  in  the  stronff  central  position  he  occupies,  with  roads  diverging  in  every  airec- 
tioiL  and  a  strong  Tine  of  defense  enabling  nim  to  remain  on  the  defensive,  with  a 
■Ball  foree  on  one  flank,  while  he  concentrates  everything  on  the  other  for  a  decisive 
action. 

Should  we  place  a  xwrtion  of  our  force  in  ftont  of  Centroville,  while  the  rest  crosses 
the  Occoquan,  we  commit  the  error  of  dividing  onr  army  by  a  very  difficult  obstaclei 
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and  by  a  distance  too  CTeat  to  enable  the  two  parts  to  snpi>ort  each  other,  should 
either  be  attacked  by  the  masses  of  the  enemy  wnile  the  other  1h  held  in  check. 

I  should  perhaps  have  dwelt  more  decidedly  on  the  fact  that  the  foroe  left  near 
Sansster's  must  be  allowed  to  remain  somewhere  on  that  side  of  the  Occoqnan  until 
the  decisive  battle  is  oyer,  so  as  to  cover  our  retreat  in  the  event  of  disaster,  unless  it 
should  be  decided  to  select  and  intrenoh  a  new  base  somewhere  near  Dumfries,  a  pro- 
ceeding involving  much  time. 

After  the  passage  of  the  Occoqnan  by  the  main  army,  this  covering  force  could  be 
drawn  into  a  more  central  and  less  exposed  position — say  Brimstone  Hill  or  nearer 
the  Occoqnan.  In  this  latitude  the  weather  will  for  a  considerable  period  be  very 
uncertain,  and  a  movement  commenced  in  force  on  roads  in  tolerably  &m  condition 
will  be  liable,  almost  certain,  to  be  much  delayed  by  rains  and  snow.  It  will  there- 
fore be  next  to  impossible  to  surprise  the  enemy  or  take  him  at  a  disadvantage  by 
rapid  maneuvers.  Our  slow  progress  will  enable  him  to  divine  our  purposes  and  take 
his  measures  accordingly.  The  probability  is,  firom  the  best  information  we  poesess, 
that  the  enemy  has  improved  the  roads  leading  to  his  lines  of  defense,  while  we  will 
have  to  work  as  we  advance. 

Bearing  in  mind  what  has  been  said,  and  the  present  unprecedented  and  impassa- 
ble condition  of  the  roads,  it  will  be  evident  that  no  precise  period  can  be  Axed  upon 
for  the  movement  on  this  line,  nor  can  its  duration  be  closely  calculated :  it  seems 
certain  that  many  weeks  may  elapse  before  it  is  possible  to  commence  the  march. 
Assuming  the  success  of  this  operation,  and  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  as  certain,  the 
question  at  once  arises  as  to  the  importance  of  the  results  gained.  I  think  these  re- 
sults would  be  confined  to  the  possession  of  the  field  of  battle,  the  evacuation  of  the 
line  of  the  Upper  Potomac  by  the  enemy,  and  the  moral  effect  of  the  victory — ^important 
results,  it  is  true,  but  not  decisive  of  the  ^ar.  nor  securing  the  destruction  of  the  enemy's 
main  army ;  for  he  could  fall  back  upon  otner  positions  and  fight  us  again  and  again, 
should  the  condition  of  his  troops  permit.  If  he  is  in  no  oonuition  to  fight  us  again 
out  of  the  range  of  the  intrenchments  at  Bichmond,  we  would  find  it  a  very  difficult 
and  tedious  matter  to  follow  him  up  there,  for  he  would  destroy  his  railroad  bridges 
and  otherwise  impede  our  progress  through  a  region  where  the  roads  are  as  bad  as 
they  well  can  be,  and  we  would  probably  find  ourselves  forced  at  last  to  change  the 
whole  theater  of  war,  or  to  seek  a  shorter  land  route  to  Richmond,  with  a  smaller 
available  force,  and  at  an  expenditure  of  much  more  time  than  were  we  to  adopt  the 
short  line  at  once.  We  would  also  have  forced  the  enemy  to  concentrate  his  forces 
and  perfect  his  defensive  measures  at  the  very  points  where  it  is  desirable  to  strike 
him  when  least  prepared. 

II.  The  second  base  of  operations  available  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  that  of 
the  Lower  Chesapeake  Bay,  which  affords  the  shortest  possible  land  route  to  Rich- 
mond, and  strikes  directly  at  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  power  in  the  east. 

The  roads  in  that  region  are  passable  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  The  country  now 
alluded  to  is  much  more  favorable  for  offensive  operations  than  that  in  front  of  Wash- 
ington (which  is  very  unfavorable),  much  more  level,  more  cleared  land,  the  woods 
less  dense,  the  soil  more  sandy,  and  the  spring  some  two  or  three  weeks  earlier.  A 
movement  in  force  on  that  line  obliges  the  enemy  to  abandon  his  intrenched  position 
at  Manassas,  in  order  to  hasten  to  cover  Richmond  and  Norfolk.  He  must  do  this ; 
for  should  he  permit  us  to  occupy  Richmond;  his  destniction  can  be  averted  only  by 
entirely  defeaung  us  in  battle,  m  which  he  must  be  the  assailant.  This  movement, 
if  successful,  gives  us  the  capital,  the  communications,  the  supplies  of  the  rebels. 
Norfolk  would  fall,  all  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  would  be  ours,  all  Vinrinia 
would  be  in  our  power,  and  the  enemy  forced  to  abandon  Tennessee  and  North  Caro- 
lina. The  alternative  presented  to  the  enemy  would  be  to  beat  us  in  a  position  se- 
lected by  ourselves,  dispKsrse,  or  pass  beneath  the  Caudino  Forks. 

Should  we  be  beaten  in  battle,  we  have  a  perfectly  secure  retreat  down  the  Penin- 
sula upon  Fort  Monroe,  with  our  flanks  perfectly  covered  by  the  fleet.  During  the 
whole  movement  our  left  flank  is  covered  by  the  w«ter.  Our  right  is  seciue,  for  the 
reason  that  the  enemy  is  too  distant  to  reach  us  in  time.  He  can  only  oppose  us  in 
frt>nt.    We  bring  our  fleet  into  full  play. 

After  a  successful  battle  our  position  would  be:  Bnmside  forming  our  left,  Norfolk 
held  securely;  our  center  connecting  Bnmside  with  Bnell,  botn  by  Raleigh  and 
Lynchburg;  Buellin  Eastern  Tennessee  and  North  Alabama;  Halleck  at  Nashville 
and  Memphis.  The  next  movement  would  be  to  connect  with  Sherman  on  the  left, 
by  reducing  Wilmington  and  Charleston ;  to  advance  our  center  into  South  Carolina 
and  Qeorgia ;  to  push  Buell  either  towuxls  Montgomery  or  to  unite  with  the  main 
army  in  Georgia;  to  throw  Halleck  southward  to  meet  the  naval  expedition  fh>m  New 
Orleans.  We  should  then  be  in  a  condition  to  reduce  at  our  leisure  all  the  Southern 
sea  iK>rts ;  to  occupy  all  the  avenues  of  communication ;  to  use  the  great  outlet  of  the 
Mississippi ;  to  re-establish  our  Government  and  aims  in  Arluiusas,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas ;  to  force  the  slaves  to  labor  for  our  subsistence  instead  of  that  of  the  rebels ; 
to  bid  defiance  to  all  foreign  Interference.  Such  is  the  object  I  have  ever  had  in 
view ;  this  is  the  general  plan  which  I  hope  to  accomplish. 
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For  many  long  months  I  haTe  labored  to  prepare  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  play 
ita  put  in  the  programme.  From  the  day  when  I  waa  placed  in  comDOiand  of  all  our 
ai^uies  I  have  exerted  myself  to  place  all  the  other  armies  in  such  a  condition  that 
they,  too,  could  perform  their  allotted  duties. 

Should  it  be  determined  to  operate  from  the  Lower  Chesapeake,  the  point  of  land- 
ing which  promiaee  the  most  brilliant  result  is  Urbana,  on  the  Lower  Rappahannock. 
Tms  point  is  easily  reached  by  vessels  of  heavy  draught :  it  ia  neither  occupied  nor  ob- 
served by  the  enemy ;  it  is  but  one  march  from  West  Point,  the  key  of  that  region, 
and  thence  but  two  marches  to  Richmond.  A  rapid  movement  from  Urbana  would 
probably  cut  off  Magmder  in  the  Peninsula,  and  enable  us  to  occupy  Richmond  before 
it  oonldbe  strongly  re-enforced.  Should  wo  fail  in  that,  we  conld,  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Navy,  cross  the  James  and  throw  ourselves  in  the  rear  of  Richmond, 
thos  forcing  the  enemy  to  come  out  and  attack  us,  for  his  position  would  be  untenable 
with  us  on  the  sonthem  bank  of  the  river.  Should  ciroumstances  render  it  not  ad- 
visable to  land  at  Urbana,  we  can  use  Mob  Jack  Bay ;  or,  the  worst  coming  to  the 
wont,  we  can  take  Fort  Monroe  as  a  base,  and  operate  with  complete  security, 
although  with  less  celerity  and  brilliancy  of  results,  up  the  Peninsula. 

To  reach  whatever  point  may  be  selected  as  a  base  a  large  amount  of  cheap  water 
transportation  must  be  collected,  consisting  mainly  of  canal-boats,  barges,  wood  boats, 
schooners,  &.C..  towed  by  small  steamers,  all  of  a  very  different  character  from  those 
repaired  for  all  previous  expeditions.  This  can  certainly  be  accomplished  within 
thuty  days  from  the  time  the  order  is  given.  I  propose,  as  the  best  possible  plan  that 
can,  in  my  Judgment,  be  adopted,  to  select  Urbana  as  a  landing  place  for  the  first 
detachments ;  to  transport  by  water  four  divisions  of  infantry  with  their  batteries, 
the  regular  infantry,  a  few  wagons,  one  bridge  train,  and  a  few  squadrons  of  oavalry, 
making  the  vicinity  of  Hooker's  position  the  plaoe  of  embarkation  for  as  many  as 
possible;  to  move  the  regular  oavalry  and  reserve  artillery,  the  remaining  bri<lge 
trains  and  wagons,  to  a  point  somewhere  near  Cape  Lookout ;  then  ferry  them  over 
the  river  by  means  of  North  River  ferry-boats,  march  them  over  to  the  Rappahannock 
(covering  the  movement  by  an  infantry  force  near  Heathsville),  and  to  cross  tho 
Rappahannock  in  a  similar  way.  The  expense  and  difficulty  of  the  movement  will 
then  be  very  much  diminished  (a  saving  of  transportation  of  about  10,000  horses), 
and  the  result  none  the  less  certain. 

The  concentration  of  the  cavalry,  dbc,  on  the  lower  counties  of  Maryland  can  be 
effected  without  exciting  suspicion,  and  the  movement  made  without  delay  from  that 
cause. 

This  movement,  if  adopted,  will  not  at  all  expose  the  city  of  Washington  to  danger. 

The  total  foree  to  be  thrown  upon  the  now  line  would  be,  according  to  cirenmstances, 
from  110,000  to  140,000.  I  hope  to  use  the  latter  number  by  brin^pig  fresh  troops  into 
WaBhinrton,  and  still  leaving  it  quite  safe.  I  fully  realize  that  in  all  projects  offered 
time  will  probably  be  the  most  valuable  consideration.  It  is  m^  decided  opinion  that, 
in  that  point  of  view,  the  second  plan  should  be  adopted.  It  is  possible,  nay,  highly 
probable,  that  the  weather  and  state  of  the  roads  may  be  such  as  to  delay  the  direct  mo  ve- 
iiwnt  from  Washington,  with  its  unsatisfactory  results  and  great  risks,  far  l)eyond  the 
time  required  to  complete  the  second  plan.  In  the  first  case  we  can  fix  no  definite  time 
&r  an  advance.  The  roads  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse.  Nothing  like  their  present 
condition  was  ever  known  here  before ;  they  are  impassable  at  present.  We  are  en- 
tirelv  at  the  merey  of  the  weather.  It  is  by  no  means  certain  that  we  can  beat  them 
at  Maaassas.  On  the  other  line  I  regard  success  as  certain  by  all  the  chanees  of  war. 
We  demoralize  the  enemy  by  foroinff  him  to  abandon  his  prepared  position  for  one 
which  we  have  chosen,  in  which  allis  in  our  favor,  and  where  success  must  produce 
jpmense  results. 

Hy  judgment  as  a  general  is  clearly  in  fkvor  of  this  project.  Nothing  is  certain  in 
war,  but  all  the  chances  are  in  favor  of  this  movement.  So  much  am  I  in  favor  of 
the  sonthem  line  of  operations,  that  I  would  prefer  the  move  from  Fortress  Monroe 
M  a  base  as  a  certain  though  less  brilliant  movement  than  that  from  Urbana  to  an 
attack  upon  Manassas. 

I  know  that  his  excellency  the  President,  you,  and  I  all  agree  in  our  wishes,'  and 
that  these  wishes  are  to  bring  this  war  to  a  close  as  promptly  as  the  means  in  our 
posBession  will  permit.  I  bebeve  that  the  mass  of  the  people  have  entire  confidence 
in  ns.  I  am  sure  of  it.  Let  us  then  look  only  to  the  great  result  to  be  accomplished 
Aod  disregard  everythins  else. 

I  am,  very  respecSully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Otneralf  Commanding. 
Hon.  E.  H.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 

This  letter  must  have  produced  some  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the 
President,  since  the  execution  of  his  order  was  not  required,  although 
it  was  not  revoked  as  formallj  as  it  had  been  issued.    Many  ver^ 


46  OPERATIONS   IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND   W,   VA.        [Chaf.  XIT. 

cODferenoes  ensued,  in  which,  among  other  things,  it  was  determined 
to  collect  as  many  canai-boats  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  employ  them 
largely  in  the  transportation  of  the  army  to  the  Lower  Chesapeake. 
The  idea  was  at  one  time  entertained  by  the  President  to  use  them  in 
forming  a  bridge  across  the  Potomac  near  Liverpool  Point,  in  onler  to 
throw  the  army  over  at  that  point ;  bat  this  was  subsequently  aban- 
doned. It  was  also  found  by  experience  that  it  would  require  much 
time  to  prepare  the  canal-boats  for  use  in  transportation  to  the  extent 
that  had  been  anticipated. 

Finally,  on  the  27th  of  February,  1862,  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  the 
authority  of  the  President,  instructed  Mr.  John  Tucker,  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  procure  at  once  the  necessary  steamers  and  sailing  craft 
to  transi)ort  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  its  new  field  of  operations. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Tucker,  dated  April  5, 

will  show  the  nature  and  progress  of  this  well-executed  service: 

•  •••••• 

I  wfts  called  to  Washington  by  tele^aph  on  17th  Jannaiy  last  by  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  War  Thomas  A.  Scott.  I  was  informed  that  Major-General  MoCleUan  wished 
to  see  me.  From  him  I  learned  that  he  desired  to  know  if  transportation  on  smooth 
water  could  be  obtained  to  move  at  one  time,  fbr  a  short  distance,  about  50,000  troops, 
10,000  hones,  1,000  wagons,  13  batteries,  and  the  usual  equipment  of  such  an  army. 
He  firankly  stated  to  me  that  he  had  always  supposed  such  a  movement  entirely  fea»* 
ible  until  two  experienced  quartermasters  had  recently  reported  it  impracticable  in 
their  judgment.  A  few  days  afterwards  I  reported  to  General  McClellan  that  I  was 
entirely  confident  the  transports  could  be  commanded,  and  stated  the  mode  by  which 
his  object  could  be  accomplished.  A  week  or  two  afterwards  I  had  the  honor  of  an 
interview  with  the  President  and  General  McClellan,  when  the  subject  was  further 
discussed,  and  especially  as  to  the  time  required. 

I  expressed  the  opinion  that  as  the  movement  of  the  horses  and  wagons  would  have 
to  be  made  chiefly  oy  schooners  and  barges ;  that  as  each  schooner  would  require  to 
be  properly  fitted  for  the  protection  of  the  horses  and  fonilshed  with  a  supply  of 
water  and  forage,  and  each  transport  for  the  troops  provided  with  water,  I  aid  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  assume  that  such  an  expedition  could  start  within  thirty  days 
from  the  time  the  order  was  given. 

The  President  and  General  McClellan  both  urgently  stated  the  vast  importance  of 
an  earlier  movement.  I  replied  that  if  favorable  winds  prevailed,  and  there  was  great 
dispatch  in  loading,  the  time  might  be  materially  diminished. 

On  the  14th  of  ]<ebruary  you  (Secretary  of  War)  advertised  for  transports  of  various 
descriptions,  inviting  bide.  On  the  27th  February  I  was  informed  that  the  proposed 
movement  bv  water  was  decided  upon.  That  evening  the  Quartermaster-General 
Was  informed  of  the  decision.  Directions  were  given  to  secure  the  transportation, 
and  any  assistance  was  tendered.  He  promptly  detailed  to  this  duty  two  most  effi- 
cient assistants  in  his  department.  Col.  Rufus  Ingalls  was  stationed  at  Annapolis, 
where  it  was  then  proposed  to  embark  the  troops,  and  Capt.  Henry  C.  Hodges  was 
directed  to  meet  me  in  Philadelphia,  to  attend  to  chartering  the  vessels.  WiUi  theso 
arrangements  I  left  Washington  on  the  28th  February. 

I  beg  to  hand  herewith  a  statement,  prepared  by  Captain  Hodges,  of  the  vessela 
chartered,  which  exhibits  the  prices  paid  and  parties  from,  whom  they  were  taken : 

113  steamers,  at  an  average  price  per  day |215  10 

188  schooners,  at  an  average  price  per  day 24  45 

88  barges,  at  an  average  price  per  day 14  27 

In  thirty-seven  days  ftom  the  time  I  received  the  order  in  Washington  (and  most  of 
it  was  accomplished  in  thirty  days)  these  vessels  transported  from  Perry  ville,  Alex- 
andria,  and  Washington  to  Fort  Monroe  (the  place  of  departure  having  been  changed, 
which  caused  delay)  121,500  men,  14,592  animals,  1,150  wagons,  44  batteries,  74  ambu- 
lances, besides  pontoon  bridges,  telegraph  materials,  and  the  enormous  quantity  of 
equipage,  &c.,  required  for  an  army  of  such  magnitude.  The  only  loss  of  which  I 
have  heajcd  is  eight  mules  and  nine  barges,  which  latter  went  ashore  in  a  gale  within 
a  few  miles  of  Fort  Monroe,  the  cargoes  oeing  saved.  With  this  trifling  exception  not 
the  slightest  accident  has  occurred,  to  my  knowledge. 

I  rettpectfully  but  confidently  submit  that,  for  economy  and  celerity  of  movement, 

this  expedition  is  without  a  parallel  on  reconl. 

•  •••••• 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
A»9i»taiU  Seeretary  of  War. 
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In  the  mean  time  the  destmction  of  the  batteries  on  the  Lower  Poto- 
mac, by  crossing  our  troops  opposite  them,  was  considered,  and  prepa- 
latioDS  were  even  made  for  throwing  Hooker's  division  across  the  river, 
to  cany  them  by  assanlt.  Finally,  however,  after  an  adverse  report 
from  Brig.  G^n.  J.  6.  Barnard,  chief  engineer,  given  beloW|  who  made 
a  reoomiaissance  of  the  positions,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
still  oat  of  the  power  of  the  Navy  Department  to  furnish  suitable  ves- 
sels to  co-operate  with  land  troops,  this  plan  was  abandoned  as  imprac- 
ticable. A  doise  examination  of  the  enemy's  works  and  their  approaches, 
made  after  they  were  evacoated,  showed  that  the  decision  was  a  wise 
one.  The  only  means,  therefore,  of  accomplishing  the  capture  of  these 
wotks,  so  mach  desired  by  the  President,  was  by  a  movement  by  land, 
from  the  left  of  our  lines,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Potomac— a  move- 
ment obviously  unwise. 

The  attention  of  the  Navy  Department,  as  early  as  August  12, 1861, 
had  been  called  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  strong  force  of  effi- 
cient  war  vessels  on  the  Potomac : 

HXADQUARTBBS  DIVISION  OF  THE  POTOICAC, 

WaskingUm,  AMguat  12, 1861. 

8ir:  I  have  to-day  received  additional  information  which  convinces  me  that  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  the  enemy  wiU,  within  a  very  short  time,  attempt  to  throw 
A  respectable  force  firom  the  month  of  Aqnia  Creek  into  Maryland.  This  attempt  wiU 
probably  be  preceded  by  the  erection  of  battles  at  Mathias  and  White  House  Points, 
each  a  movement  on  the  Pftrt  of  the  enemy,  in  connection  with  others  probably  de- 
signed, wonld  place  Washington  in  great  Jeopardy.  I  most  earnestly  nrge  that  the 
strongest  possible  naval  force  be  at  once  concentrated  near  the  month  of  Aquia  Creek, 
and  that  tne  most  vigilant  watch  be  maintained  day  and  night,  so  as  to  render  sneh 
psange  of  the  river  absolutely  impossible. 

I  recommend  that  the  Minnesota  and  any  other  vessels  available  ftom  Hampton 
Roada  be  at  once  ordered  up  there,  and  that  a  great  quantity  of  coal  be  sent  to  that 
vicinity,  sufficient  for  several  weeks'  supply.  At  least  one  strong  war  vessel  should 
be  kept  at  Alexandria,  and  I  again  urge  tne  concentration  of  a  strong  naval  force  on 
tbe  Potomac  without  delay. 

If  the  Naval  Department  will  render  it  absolutely  impoarible  for  the  enemy  to  cross 
the  river  below  Washington,  the  security  of  the  capital  will  be  greatly  Increased. 

I  cannot  too  earnestly  Tirge  an  immediate  compliance  with  these  requests. 
I  am,  air,  very  reapeotfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GfiO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Mtoar-Qeneralf  Cammanding, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Seoretarjf  of  ike  UfUUd  SUUea  Navy, 

It  was  on  the  27th  of  September,  1861,  that  General  Barnard,  chief 
engineer,  in  company  with  Captain  Wyman,  of  the  Potomac  ffotilla, 
had  been  instmcted  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
as  &r  as  Mathias  Point.    In  his  report  of  his  observations  he  says : 

Batteries  at  High  Point  and  Cocknit  Point,  and  thence  down  to  Chopawamsio, 
ea9not  be  prevented.  We  may,  indeea,  prevent  their  construction  on  certain  points, 
bnt  along  here  somewhere  the  enemy  can  establish,  in  spite  of  us,  as  many  batteries 
M  he  chooses.  What  is  the  remedy  f  Favorable  circumstances,  not  to  be  anticipated 
Dor  made  the  basis  of  any  calculations,  might  justify  and  render  successful  the  attack 
of  a  particular  battery.  To  suppose  tnat  we  can  capture  all,  and  by  mere  attacks  of 
this  kind  prevent  the  navigation  being  molested,  is  very  much  the  same  as  to  suppose 
tliat  the  hostile  arm;^  in  our  own  front  can  prevent  us  building  and  maintaining  field 
"Works  to  protect  Arlington  and  Alexandria  by  capturing  them,  one  and  all,  as  last  as 
they  are  built. 

In  another  commnnication  upon  the  snbject  of  crossing  troops  for  the 
piirpose  of  destroying  the  batteries  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac 
General  Barnard  says : 

The  operation  involves  the  forcing  of  a  very  strong  line  of  defense  of  the  enemy 
•Qd  all  that  we  would  have  to  do  if  we  were  really  opening  a  campaign  against  them 
then. 
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It  is  tme  we  hope  to  force  this  line  by  tmninff  it,  by  landing  on  Freestone  Point. 
With  reason  to  believe  that  this  may  be  snccessfal,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  involvea 
a  risk  of  failnre.  Should  we,  thou,  considering  all  the  consequences  which  may  bo 
Involved,  enter  into  the  operation  merely  to  capture  the  Potomac  batteries  f  I  think 
not.  Will  not  the  Ericsson,  assisted  by  one  other  gunboat  capable  of  keeping  along- 
side these  batteries,  so  far  control  their  fire  as  to  keep  the  navigation  sufficiently  free 
as  long  as  we  require  itf    Captain  Wymau  says  yes. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  competent  naval  officers,  and  I  ooncnr  with 
them,  that  had  an  adequate  force  of  strong  and  well-armed  vessels 
been  acting  on  the  Potomac  from  the  beginning  of  August-,  it  would 
have  been  next  to  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  have  constructed  or  main- 
tained batteries  upon  the  banks  of  the  river.  The  enemy  never  occupied 
Mathias  Point  nor  any  other  i>oint  on  the  river  which  was  out  of  sup- 
porting distance  from  their  main  army. 

When  the  enemy  commenced  the  construction  of  these  batteries  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  was  not  in  a  condition  to  prevent  it.  Their 
destruction  by  our  army  would  have  afforded  but  a  temporary  relief, 
UDless  we  had  been  strong  enough  to  hold  the  entire  line  of  the  Poto- 
mac. This  could  be  done  either  by  driving  the  enemy  from  Manassas 
and  Aquia  Creek  by  main  force  or  by  maneuvering  to  compel  them  to 
evacuate  their  positions.  The  latter  course  was  finally  pursued,  and 
with  success. 

About  the  20th  of  February,  1862,  additional  measures  were  taken 
to  secure  the  reopening  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  EaUroad.  The  pre- 
liminary operations  of  General  Lander  for  this  object  are  elsewhere 
described. 

I  had  often  observed  to  the  President  and  to  members  of  the  Cabinet 
that  the  reconstruction  of  this  railway  could  not  be  undertaken  until 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  light  a  battle  to  secure  it.  I  regarded  the 
possession  of  Winchester  and  Strasburg  as  necessary  to  cover  the  rail- 
way in  the  rear,  and  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  February  that  I  felt 
prepared  to  accomplish  this  very  desirable  but  not  vital  purpose^ 

The  whole  of  Banks'  division  and  two  brigades  of  Sedgwick's  divis- 
ion were  thrown  across  the  river  at  Harper's  Ferry,  leaving  one  brigade 
of  Sedgwick's  di\dsion  to  observe  and  guard  the  Potomac  from  Great 
Falls  to  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy.  A  sufficient  number  of  troops  of 
all  arms  were  held  in  readiness  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  either  to 
march  via  Leesburg  or  to  move  by  rail  to  Harper's  Ferry,  should  this 
become  necessary  in  carr>*ing  out  the  objects  in  view. 

The  subjoined  notes  from  a  communication  subsequently  addressed 
to  the  War  Department  will  sufficiently  explain  the  conduct  of  these 
operations : 

NOTES. 

When  I  started  for  Harper's  Ferry  I  plainly  stated  to  the  Pi'efl&dent  and  Secretary 
of  War  that  the  chief  object  of  the  operation  woald  be  to  open  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  by  crossing  the  river  in  force  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  that  I  had  collected 
the  material  for  making  a  permanent  bridge  by  means  of  canal-boats ;  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  river  it  was  doubtfal  whether  such  abridge  could  be  constructed ;  that 
if  it  could  not,  I  would  at  least  occupy  the  ground  in  front  of  Harper's  Ferry,  in  order 
to  cover  the  rebuilding  of  the  railroad  bridge,  and  finally,  when  the  communications 
were  perfectly  secure,  move  on  Winchester. 

When  I  arrived  at  the  place  I  found  the  batteau  bridge  nearly  completed ;  the  hold- 
inij;  ground  proved  better  than  had  been  anticipated;  the  weather  was  favorable,  there 
beiug  no  wind.  I  at  once  crossed  over  the  two  brigades  which  had  arrived,  and  took 
steps  to  hurrv  up  the  other  two,  belongiuji;  respectively  to  Banks'  and  Sedgwick's 
divisions.  The  difficulty  of  crossing  supplies  had  not  then  become  apparent.  That 
night  I  telegraphed  for  a  regiment  of  regular  cavalry  and  four  batteries  of  heavy 
artillery  to  come  up  the  next  day  (Thuraday),  besides  directing  Keyes'  division  of 
infantry  to  be  mov^  up  on  Friday. 
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Next  moming  the  attempt  was  made  to  pass  the  canal-boats  throngh  the  li£t-lock| 
in  Older  to  commence  at  once  the  uonstmction  of  a  permanent  bridge.  It  was  then 
found  for  the  first  time  that  the  lock  was  too  small  to  permit  the  passage  of  the  boats, 
it  bATing  been  built  for  a  class  of  boats  running  on  the  Shenandoah  Canal,  and  too 
narrow  by  some  four  or  six  inches  for  the  canal-boats.  The  lift-looks  above  and  be- 
low are  all  larse  enough  for  the  ordinary  boats.  I  had  seen  them  at  Edwards  Ferry 
thus  Qsed.  It  nad  always  been  represented  to  the  engineers  by  the  military  railroad 
employ^  and  others  that  the  lock  was  large  enough,  and,  the  difference  being  too 
BDsll  to  be  detected  by  the  eye,  no  one  had  thought  of  measuring  it  or  suspecting 
any  difficulty.  I  thus  suddenly  found  myself  unable  to  build  the  permanent  bridge. 
A  TJolent  gale  had  arisen,  which  threatened  the  safety  of  our  only  means  of  commu- 
nication. The  narrow  approach  to  the  bridge  was  so  crowded  and  clogged  with 
wagons,  that  it  was  very  clear  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  nothing  more  could 
be  done  than  to  cross  over  the  baggage  and  supplies  of  the  two  brigades.  Of  the 
others,  instead  of  being  able  to  cross  lK»th  duriuj^  the  moming,  the  last  arrived  only 
in  time  to  go  over  just  before  dark.  It  was  evident  that  the  troops  under  orders 
would  only  be  in  the  way  should  they  arrive,  and  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
subsist  them  for  a  rapid  march  on  Winchester.  It  was  therefore  deemed  necessarv 
to  oonntermand  the  order,  content  onrselves  with  covering  the  reopening  of  the  rail- 
road for  the  present,  and  in  the  mean  time  use  every  exertion  to  establish  as  promptly 
as  possible  depots  of  forage  and  subsistence  on  the  Virginia  side,  to  supply  the  troops, 
ana  enable  them  to  move  on  Winchester  independently  of  the  bridge.  Tne  next  day 
(Friday)  I  sent  a  strong  reconnaissance  to  Charlestown,  and  under  its  protection  wont 
therM  myselfl  I  then  determined  to  hold  that  place,  and  to  move  the  troops  compos- 
ing Lander's  and  Williams'  conunands  at  once  on  Martinsbui^g  and  Bunker  Hill,  thus 
eftectnally  covering  the  reconstruction  of  the  railroad.  Having  done  this,  and  taken 
ail  the  steps  in  my  power  to  insure  the  rapid  transmission  of  supplies  over  the  river,  I 
retamed  to  this  city,  well  satisfied  with  what  had  been  accomplished.  While  up  the 
river  I  learned  that  the  President  was  dissatisfied  with  the  state  of  affairs,  but  on  my 
Rtom  here  uuderstood  from  the  Secretary  of  War  that  upon  learning  the  whole  state 
of  the  case  the  President  was  fully  satisfied.  I  contented  myself^  therefore,  with 
giving  to  the  Secretary  a  brief  statement,  as  I  have  written  here. 

The  design  aimed  at  was  entirely  compassed,  and  before  the  Ist  of 
April,  the  date  of  my  departure  for  the  Peiiinsnla,  the  railroad  was  in 
ramiing  order.  As  a  demonstration  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy, 
this  movement  no  doubt  assisted  in  determining  the  evacuation  of  his 
lines  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  Id  arch. 

On  my  return  from  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  28th  of  February,  the  prep- 
arations*^ necessary  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  President  and  ^cre- 
tary  of  War  in  regard  to  destroying  the  batteries  on  the  Lower  Potomac 
vere  at  once  undertaken.  Mature  reflection  convinced  me  that  this 
oi)eration  would  require  the  movement  of  the  entire  army,  for  I  felt  sure 
that  the  enemy  would  resist  it  with  his  whole  strength.  I  undertook  it 
with  great  reluctance,  both  on  account  of  the  extremely  unfavorable 
condition  of  the  roads  and  my  Arm  conviction  that  the  proposed  move- 
ment to  the  Lower  Chesapeake  would  necessarily,  bb  it  subsequently  did, 
force  the  enemy  to  abandon  all  his  positions  in  front  of  Washington. 
Besides,  it  did  not  forward  my  plan  of  campaign  to  precipitate  this 
evacuation  by  any  direct  attack,  nor  to  subject  the  army  to  any  need- 
leas  loss  of  life  and  material  by  a  battle  near  Washington,  which  could 
produce  no  decisive  results.  The  preparations  for  a  movement  towards 
the  Occoquau  to  carry  the  batteries  were,  however,  advanced  as  rapidly 
as  the  season  permitted,  and  I  had  invited  the  commanders  of  divisions 
to  meet  at  headquarters  on  the  8th  of  March,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
them  their  instructions  and  receiving  their  advice  and  opinion  in  regard 
to  their  commands,  when  an  interview  with  the  President  indicated  to 
me  the  possibility  of  a  change  in  my  orders. 

His  excellency  sent  for  me  at  a  very  early  hour  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th,  and  renewed  his  expressions  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  aiiair 
at  Harper's  Ferry  and  with  my  plans  for  the  new  movement  down  the 
Chesapeake.    Another  recital  of  the  same  facts  which  had  before  given 

4  R  B— VOL  V 


50  OPERATIONS  IN   MD.,   N.   VA,,   AND   W.   VA.        [Cilip.XIV. 

satisfaction  to  his  excellency  again  prodnced,  as  I  supposed,  the  same 
result.  The  views  which  I  expressed  to  the  President  were  re-enforced 
by  the  result  of  a  meeting  of  my  general  officers  at  headquarters.  At 
that  meeting  my  plans  were  laid  before  the  division  commanders,  and 
were  approved  by  a  miyority  of  those  present  Nevertheless,  on  the 
same  day  two  important  orders  were  issued  by  the  President,  without 
consultation  with  me.  The  first  of  these  was  the  General  War  Order, 
No.  2,  directing  the  formation  of  army  corps  and  assigning  their  com- 
manders.* 

I  had  always  been  in  favor  of  the  principle  of  an  organization  into 
army  corps,  but  preferred  deferring  its  practical  execution  until  some 
little  exx>erience  in  campaign  and  on  the  field  of  battle  should  show 
what  general  officers  were  most  competent  to  exercise  these  high  com- 
mands ;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  we  then  had  no  officers  whose 
experience  in  war  on  a  large  scale  was  sufficient  to  prove  that  they  pos- 
sessed the  necessary  qualifications.  An  incompetent  commander  of  an 
army  corps  mi^ht  cause  irreparable  damage,  while  it  is  not  probable  that 
an  incomi>etent  division  commander  could  cause  any  very  serious  mis- 
chief. These  views  had  frequently  been  expressed  by  me  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  members  of  the  Cabinet.  It  was  therefore  with  as  much  regret 
as  surprise  that  I  learned  the  existence  of  this  order. 

The  first  order  has  been  given  above;  the  second  order  was  as 
follows : 

PREsroENT's  General  War  Order,  \  Exkcuttvis  Mansiok, 

No.  3.  5  Wa9hington,  March  »,  18G2. 

Ordered,  That  no  change  of  the  base  of  operationfl  of  the  Anny  of  the  Potomac 
shall  be  made  without  leaving  in  and  abont  Waahington  such  a  force  as,  in  the  opin* 
ion  of  the  General-in-Chief  and  the  commanders  of  army  corps,  shall  leave  said  city 
entirely  secure. 

That  no  more  than  two  army  corps  (abont  flffcy  thousand  troops)  of  said  Army  of 
the  Potomac  shall  be  moved  en  route  for  a  new  base  of  operations  until  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  from  Washington  to  the  Chesapeake  Bay  shall  be  freed  from  enemy's 
batteries  and  other  obstmcttons,  or  until  the  President  shaU  hereafter  give  express 
permission. 

That  any  movement  as  aforesaid,  en  route  for  a  new  base  of  operations,  which  may 
be  ordered  by  the  General-in-Chief,  and  which  may  be  intended  to  move  upon  the 
Chesapeake  Bay,  shall  begin  to  move  upon  the  bay  as  early  as  the  18th  March  instaoty 
and  the  General-in-Chief  shall  be  responsible  that  it  moves  as  oarly  as  that  day. 

Ordered,  That  the  Army  and  Navy  co-oi>erate  in  an  immediate  effort  to  capture  the 
enemy's  batteries  upon  the  Potomac  between  Washington  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

L.  Thomas,  AdJtUant-General, 

After  what  has  been  said  already  in  regard  to  the  effect  of  a  move- 
ment to  the  Lower  Chesapeake,  it  is  nnnecessary  for  me  to  comment 
upon  this  document,  further  than  to  say  that  the  time  of  beginning  the 
movement  depended  upon  the  state  of  readiness  of  the  transports,  the 
entire  control  of  which  had  been  placed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the 
hands  of  one  of  the  Assistant  Secretaries,  and  not  under  the  Quarter- 
master-General, so  that,  even  if  the  movement  were  not  impeded  by  the 
condition  imposed  in  regard  to  the  batteries  on  the  Potomac,  it  could 
not  have  been  in  my  power  to  begin  it  before  the  18th  of  March,  unless 
the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War  had  completed  his  arrangements  by  tiiat 
time. 

Meanwhile  important  events  were  occurring  which  materially  modi- 
fied the  designs  for  the  subsequent  campaign.  The  appearance  of  the 
Merrimac  off  Old  Point  Comfort,  and  the  encounter  with  the  United 
States  squadron  on  the  8th  of  March,  threatened  serious  derangement 

•  See  p.  la 
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of  tbe  plan  for  the  Peninsnla  movement  But  the  engagement  between 
the  Monitor  and  Merrimac  on  the  9th  of  March  demonstrated  so  satis- 
&ctoriiy  the  power  of  the  former,  and  the  other  naval  preparations  were 
so  extensive  and  formidable,  that  the  security  of  Fort  Monroe  as  a  base 
of  operations  was  placed  beyond  a  doubt,  and  although  the  James  River 
was  closed  to  us,  the  York  Biver  with  its  tributaries  was  still  open  as 
a  line  of  water  communication  with  the  Fortress.  The  general  plan, 
therefore,  remained  undisturbed,  although  less  promising  m  its  details 
than  when  the  James  River  was  in  our  control. 

On  Sunday,  the  0th  of  March,  information  from  various  sources  made 
it  apparent  that  the  enemy  was  evacuating  his  positions  at  Gentreville 
and  Manassas  as  well  as  on  tlie  Upper  and  Low'er  Potomac  The  Presi-. 
dent  and  Secretary  of  War  were  present  when  the  most  positive  informa- 
tion reached  me,  and  I  expressed  to  them  my  intention  to  cross  the  river 
immediately,  and  there  gain  the  most  authentic  information  prior  to 
determining  what  course  to  pursue. 

The  retirement  of  the  enemy  towards  Richmond  had  been  expected 
as  the  natural  consequence  of  the  movement  to  the  Peninsula,  but 
their  adoption  of  this  course  immediately  on  ascertaining  that  such  a 
movement  was  intended,  while  it  relieved  me  from  the  results  of  the 
nndne  anxiety  of  my  superiors  and  attested  the  character  of  the  design, 
was  unfortunate  in  that  the  then  almost  impassable,  roads  between  our 
positions  and  theirs  deprived  us  of  the  opportunity  for  inflicting  damage 
usually  afforded  by  the  withdrawal  of  a  large  army  in  the  £Ace  of  a  pow- 
erfiil  adversary. 

The  retirement  of  the  enemy  and  the  occupation  of  the  abandoned 
positions  which  necessarily  followed  presented  an  opportunity  for  the 
troops  to  gain  some  experience  on  the  march  and  bivouac  preparatory 
to  the  campaign,  and  to  get  rid  of  the  superfluous  baggage  and  other 
^'impedimenta^  which  accumulates  so  easily  around  an  army  encamped 
for  a  long  time  in  one  locality. 

A  march  to  Manassas  and  back  could  produce  no  delay  in  embarking 
for  the  Lower  Chesai)eake,  as  the  transports  could  not  be  ready  for  some 
time,  and  it  afforded  a  good  intermediate  step  between  the  quiet  and 
comparative  comfort  of  the  camps  around  Washington  and  the  rigors 
of  active  operations,  besides  accomplishing  the  important  object  of  de- 
termining the  positions,  and  i)erhaps  the  future  designs,  of  the  enemy, 
with  the  possibility  of  being  able  to  harass  their  rear. 

I  therefore  issued  orders  during  the  night  of  the  9th  of  March  for  a 
general  movement  of  the  army  the  next  morning  towards  Gentreville 
and  Manassas,  sending  in  advance  two  regiments  of  cavalry  under 
Colonel  Averell,  with  orders  to  reach  Manassas  if  possible,  ascertain 
the  exact  condition  of  affairs,  and  do  whatever  he  could  to  retard  and 
annoy  the  enemy  if  really  in  retreat :  at  the  same  time  I  telegraphed  to 
the  ^retary  of  War  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  defer  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  army  corps  until  the  completion  of  the  projected  advance 
upon  Manassas,  as  the  divisions  could  not  be  brought  together  in  time. 
The  Secretary  replied,  requiring  immediate  compliance  with  the  Presi- 
dent's order;  but  on  my  again  representing  that  this  would  compel  the 
abandonment  or  postponement  of  the  movement  to  Manassas,  he  Anally 
eonsented  to  its  postponement. 

At  noon  on  the  10th  of  March  the  cavalry  advance  reached  the  enemy's 
lines  at  Gentreville,  passing  through  his  recently-occupied  camps  and 
works,  and  finding  still  burning  heaps  of  military  stores  and  much  val- 
uable property. 

Immediately  after  being  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops  around 
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Washington  I  organized  a  secret-service  force,  nnder  Mr.  E.  J.  Allen, 
a  very  experienced  and  efficient  person.  This  force,  up  to  the  time  I 
was  relieved  from  command,  was  continually  occupied  in  procuring  finom 
all  i)ossible  sources  information  regarding  the  strength,  positions,  and 
movements  of  the  enemy.  (Mr.  Allen  Pinkerton  was  the  trustworthy 
and  efficient  chief  of  the  secret-service  corps  mentioned  under  the  as- 
sumed name  of  E.  J.  Allen.) 

All  spies,  ^'contrabands,"  deserters,  refugees,  and  many  prisoners  of 
war  coming  into  our  lines  from  the  front  were  carefully  examined,  first 
by  the  ontpost  and  division  commanders,  and  then  by  my  chief  of  staff 
and  the  provoslb-marshal-general.  Their  statements,  taken  in  writing, 
and  in  many  cases  under  oath,  from  day  to  day,  for  a  long  period,  pre- 
vious to  the  evacuation  of  Manassas,  comprised  a  mass  of  evidence  which, 
by  careful  digests  and  collations,  enabled  me  to  estimate  with  consid- 
erable accuracy  the  strength  of  the  enemy  before  us.  Summaries  show- 
ing the  character  and  results  of  the  labors  of  the  secret-service  force 
accompany  this  report,  and  I  refer  to  them  for  the  fEicts  they  contain, 
and  as  a  measure  of  the  ignorance  which  led  some  journals  at  that  time, 
and  persons  in  high  office,  unwittingly  to  trifle  with  the  reputation  of 
an  army,  and  to  delude  the  country  with  quaker-gun  stories  of  the  de- 
lenses  and  gross  understatements  of  the  numbers  of  the  enemy. 

The  following  orders  were  issued  for  the  examination  of  persons  com- 
ing from  the  duection  of  the  enemy : 

[Circular.]  Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 

Wa$hingtom,  Dtoemher  16,  1861. 

The  Mi^or-General  Commanding  directs  that  hereafter  all  deserters,  prisoners,  spies, 
**  contrabands,"  and  all  other  persons  whatever  coming  or  brought  within  our  lines  from 
Vireinia  shaU  be  taken  immediately  to  the  quarters  of  the  commander  of  the  division 
witnin  whose  lines  they  mav  come  or  be  brought,  without  previous  examination  by 
any  one,  except  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  officer  commanding  the  advance  guard 
to  elicit  information  regarding  his  particular  post;  that  the  division  commander  ex- 
amine all  such  persons  himself,  or  delegate  such  duty  to  a  proper  officer  of  his  stafi*, 
and  allow  no  other  persons  to  hold  any  communication  with  them :  that  he  then  im- 
mediately send  them,  with  a  sufficient  guard,  to  the  provostrmarshal  in  this  city  for 
further  examination  and  safe-keeping,  and  that  stringent  orders  be  siven  to  all  guards 
having  such  persons  in  charge  not  to  hold  any  communication  with  them  whatever ; 
and,  further,  that  the  information  elicited  from  such  persons  shall  be  immediately  com- 
municated to  the  nui^or-g^eral  commanding  or  to  the  chief  of  staff,  and  to  no  other 
person  whatever. 

The  Major-General  Commanding  further  directs  that  a  sufficient  guard  be  placed 
around  every  telegraph  station  pertaining  to  this  army,  and  that  such  guards  ue  in- 
structed not  to  allow  any  person,  except  the  regular  tolegraph  corps,  general  officers, 
and  such  staff  officers  as  may  be  autliorized  by  their  chief,  to  enter  or  loiter  around 
said  stations  within  hearing  of  the  sound  of  the  telegraph  instruments. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A$9i8l4int  Adjutant-Gentral., 


General  Orders,  }  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  72.  5  }Va9hington,  February  26^  1862. 

•  •••••• 

All  deserters  from  the  enemy,  prisoners,  and  other  persons  coming  within  our  lines 
will  be  taken  at  once  to  the  provost-marshal  of  the  nearest  division,  who  will  examine 
them  in  presence  of  the  division  commander,  or  an  officer  of  his  st-aff  designated  for  the 
purpose.  This  examination  will  only  refer  to  such  information  as  may  affect  the 
division  and  those  near  it,  especially  those  remote  from  general  headquarters. 

As  soon  as  this  examination  is  completed — and  it  must  be  made  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble— the  person  will  be  sent,  under  proper  guard,  to  the  provost-marshal-general, 
with  a  statement  of  his  replies  to  the  questions  asked.  Upon  receiving  him  the  pro- 
Tost-marshol-general  will  at  once  send  him,  with  his  statement,  to  the  chief  of  staff 
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of  the  Army  of  the  Potomao.  who  will  canse  the  necesBary  examiDation  to  be  made. 
The  provoet-maFshal-gexieral  will  have  the  oustody  of  all  Bnch  persons.  Diyision 
commanders  will  at  once  commonicate  to  other  division  conunanders  ail  information 

thus  obtained  which  affects  them. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
AB$Utani  AdJutant-GenerdL 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  orders  the  division  commanders  were 
instructed,  whenever  they  desired  to  send  oat  scouts  towards  the 
enemy,  to  make  known  the  object  at  headquarters,  in  order  that  I 
might  determine  whether  we  had  the  information  it  was  proposed  to 
obtain,  and  that  I  might  give  the  necessary  orders  to  other  command- 
ers, so  that  the  sconts  should  not  be  molested  by  the  guards. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  chief  of  the  secret-service  corps, 
dated  March  8,  that  the  forces  of  the  rebel  Army  of  the  Potomac,  at 
that  date,  were  as  follows: 

Men. 

At  Manassas,  Centrevillef  Bnll  Ran,  Upper  Occoqnan,  and  vicinity 80, 000 

At  Brooks'  Station,  DnmfHes,  Lower  Occoquan,  aud  vicinity 18, 000 

AtLeesborg  and  vicinity • 4,500 

la  the  Shenandoah  YaUey 13,000 

115,500 

About  300  field  guns  and  fh)m  26  to  30  siege  guns  were  with  the 
rebel  army  in  front  of  Washington.  The  report  made  on  the  17th  of 
March,  after  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  and  Centreville,  corroborates 
the  statements  contained  in  the  report  of  the  8th,  and  is  fortified  by  the 
affidavits  of  several  railroad  engineers,  conductors,  baggage-masters, 
&c.,  whose  opportunities  for  forming  correct  estimates  were  unusually 
good.  These  affidavits  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  reports  of 
the  chief  of  the  secret-service  corps. 

A  reconnaissance  of  the  works  at  Centreville,  made  by  Lieutenant 
McAlester,  TJ.  S.  Engineers,  on  March  14,  18G2,  and  a  survey  of  those 
at  Manassas,  made  by  a  party  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  Survey,  in  April,  1862, 
confirmed  also  my  conclusions  as  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  defenses. 
Those  at  Centreville  consisted  of  two  lines,  one  facing  east  and  the  other 
north.  The  former  consisted  of  seven  works,  viz :  one  bastion  fort,  two 
redoubts,  two  lunettes,  and  two  batteries,  all  containing  embrasures 
for  40  guns,  and  connected  by  infantry  parapets  and  double  caponni^res. 
It  extended  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge  a  mile  and  three-quarters  from 
its  junction  with  the  northern  front  to  ground  thickly  wooded  and  im- 
passable to  an  attacking  column. 

The  northern  front  extended  about  one  and  one-fourth  miles  to  Great 
Rocky  Eun,  and  thence  three-fourths  of  a  mile  farther  to  thickly- 
wooded,  impassable  ground  in  the  valley  of  Cub  Bun.  It  consisted  of 
six  lunettes  and  batteries,  with  embrasures  for  31  guns,  connected  by 
an  infantry  parapet  in  the  form  of  a  cremailUre  line  with  redans.  At 
the  town  of  Centreville,  on  a  high  hill  commanding  the  rear  of  all  the 
works  within  range,  was  a  large  hexagonal  redoubt  with  ten  embrasures. 

Manassas  Station  was  defended  in  all  directions  by  a  system  of  de- 
tached works,  with  platforms  for  heavy  guns  arranged  for  marine  car- 
riages, and  often  connected  by  infantry  parapets.  This  system  was 
rendered  complete  by  a  very  large  work,  with  sixteen  embrasures,  which 
commanded  the  highest  of  the  other  works  by  about  50  feet. 

Sketches  of  the  reconnaissances  above  referred  to  will  be  found  among 
the  maps  appended  to  this  report. 
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From  this  it  wiU  be  seen  that  the  positions  selected  by  the  enemy 
at  Centreville  and  Manassas  were  naturally  very  strong,  with  impas- 
sable streams  and  broken  ground,  affording  ample  protection  for  their 
flanks,  and  that  strong  lines  of  intrenchments  swept  cdl  the  available 
approaches. 

Although  the  histoty  of  every  former  war  has  conclusively  shown 
the  great  advantages  which  are  possessed  by  an  army  acting  on  the 
defensive  and  occupying  strong  positions,  defended  by  heavy  earth- 
works, yet  at  the  commencement  of  this  war  but  few  civilians  in  car 
country,  and  indeed  not  all  military  men  of  rank,  had  a  just  apprecia- 
tion of  the  fact. 

New  levies  that  have  never  been  in  battle  cannot  be  expected  to 
advance  without  cover  under  the  murderous  flre  fh)m  such  defenses 
and  carry  them  by  assault  This  is  work  in  which  veteran  troops  fre- 
quently falter  and  are  repulsed  with  loss.  That  an  assault  of  the 
enemy's  positions  in  tiront  of  Washington,  with  the  new  troops  com- 
XK>sing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  during  the  winter  of  1861-'G2,  would 
have  resulted  in  defeat  and  demoralization,  was  too  probable. 

The  same  army,  though  inured  tcr  war  in  many  battles,  hard-foaght 
and  bravely  won,  has  twice,  under  other  generals,  8ufi(dred  such  disas* 
ters  as  it  was  no  excess  of  prudence  then  to  avoid.  My  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  February  3, 1862,  aiid  given  above,  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  movement  to  the  Peninsula  would  compel  the 
enemy  to  retire  from  his  position  at  Manassas  and  free  Washington 
from  danger.  When  the  enemy  first  learned  of  that  plan,  they  did 
thus  evacuate  Manaspas.  During  the  Peninsular  campaign,  as  at  no 
former  period,  Northern  Virginia  was  completely  in  our  possession  and 
the  vicinity  of  Washington  free  from  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  The 
ground  so  gained  was  not  lost,  nor  Washington  again  put  in  danger, 
until  the  enemy  learned  of  the  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  the  Penin- 
sula, sent  to  me  at  Harrison's  Bar,  and  were  again  left  free  to  advance 
northward  and  menace  the  national  capital.  Perhaps  no  one  now 
doubts  that  the  best  defense  of  Washington  is  a  Peninsula  attack  on 
Eichmond. 

My  order  for  the  organization  of  the  army  corps  was  issued  on  the 
13th  of  March.    It  has  been  given  above. 

While  at  Fairfax  CourtHouse,  on  March  12, 1  was  informed  through 
the  telegraph  by  a  member  of  my  staff  that  the  following  document 
had  appeared  in  the  National  InteUigeucer  of  that  morning : 

President's  Wab  Order,  \  Executive  Maksion, 

No.  3.  $  JVaahington,  March  11,  1863. 

Major-General  McClellan  haying  personally  taken  the  field  at  the  head  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  until  otherwise  oraered  he  is  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  other 
military  departments,  he  retaining  command  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

Ordered  furtktr.  That  the  departments  now  nnder  the  respectiTe  commands  of  Gen- 
erals Halleck  and  Hunter,  together  with  so  much  of  that  under  Greneral  Buell  as  lies 
west  of  a  north  and  south  line  indefinitely  drawn  through  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  he  con- 
solidated and  designated  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi,  and  that,  until  otherwise 
ordered,  Major-Oeneral  Halleck  nave  command  of  said  department. 

Ordered  aXso,  That  the  country  west  of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac  and  east  of 
the  Department  of  the  Mississippi  he  a  militarv  department,  to  be  called  the  Mountain 
Department,  and  that  the  same  i>e  commanded  by  Major-General  Fri^mont. 

That  all  the  commanders  of  departments,  after  the  receipt  of  this  order  by  them, 
i*e8pectively  report  severally  and  directly  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  that  prompt, 
full,  and  frequent  reports  will  be  expected  of  all  and  each  of  them. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

Though  unaware  of  the  President's  intention  to  remove  me  from  the 
position  of  General-in-Chief,  I  cheerfully  acceded  to  the  disiM)8ition  he 
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saw  fit  to  make  of  my  services,  and  so  infonned  him  in  a  note  on  the 
12Ui  of  March,  in  which  occur  these  words : 

I  believe  I  said  to  you  eome  weeks  since,  in  connection  with  some  Western  matters, 
tbst  no  feeling  of  aeu-interest  or  ambition  should  ever  prevent  me  fh>m  devoUnff  my- 
self to  the  service.  I  am  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  prove  it,  and  yon  will  find 
thst,  nnder  present  circumstances,  I  shall  work  Just  as  cheerfolly  as  before,  and  that 
DO  consideration  of  self  wiU  in  any  manner  interfere  with  the  discharge  of  my  public 
daties.  Again  thanking  yon  for  the  official  and  personal  kindness  you  have  so  often 
evinced  towards  me,  I  am,  &,c. 

On  the  14th  of  March  a  reconnaissance  of  a  large  body  of  cavalry, 
with  some  infantry,  nnder  command  of  General  Stoneman,  was  sent 
along  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  to  determine  the  position 
of  the  enemyi  and,  if  possible,  force  his  rear  across  the  Bappahannock, 
but  the  roads  were  in  snch  condition  that,  finding  it  impossible  to 
sabslBt  his  men,  General  Stoneman  was  forced  to  return  after  reaching 
Cedar  Enn. 

The  following  dispatch  from  him  recites  the  result  of  this  expedi- 
tion:* 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

The  main  body  of  the  army  was  on  the  15th  of  March  moved  back 
to  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  to  be  embarked,  leaving  a  part  of  General 
Samner's  corps  at  Manassas  until  other  troops  could  be  sent  to  relieve 
it  Before  it  was  withdrawn  a  strong  reconnaissance,  under  General 
Howard,  was  sent  towards  the  Bappahannock,  the  result  of  which 
appears  in  the  following  dispatch : 

Wabbknton  JUNCnoy,  March  29,  1862. 
Genenl  8.  Wiixiams: 

Express  Jnst  received  from  General  Howard.    He  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Rap- 

Ssbannock  Bridge,  and  is  now  in  camp  on  this  bank  of  and  near  the  Rappahannock 
iver.  The  enemy  blew  np  the  bridge  in  his  rotroat.  There  was  skirmishmg  during 
tlie  march,  and  a  few  shots  ozchanffed  by  the  artillery,  without  any  loss  on  onr  part. 
Their  loss,  if  any,  is  not  known.  General  Howard  wUl  retnm  to  this  camp  to-mor- 
tow  morning. 

E.  V.  SUMNER, 
Brigadiet'Oeiieral, 

The  line  of  the  Bappahannock  and  the  Manassas  Gap  Bailroad  was 
thus  left  reasonably  secure  from  menace  by  any  considerable  body  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  13th  of  March  a  council  of  war  was  assembled  at  Fairfax 
Coart-House  to  discuss  the  military  status.  The  President's  Orderi 
No.  3,  of  March  8,  was  considered.  The  following  is  a  memorandum 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  council : 

Headquarters  Armt  op  tiib  Potomac, 

Fairfax  CaurUHouw,  March  13,  1862. 

A  oonncil  of  the  generals  commanding  army  corps  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  were  of  the  opinion : 

L  That  the  enemy  having  retreated  £rom  Manassas  to  Gk>rdonsville,  behind  the 
Bappahannock  and  Rapidan,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  generals  commanding  army 
corps  that  the  operations  to  be  carried  on  wiU  be  best  undertaken  firom  Old  Point 
Coiufint,  between  the  York  and  James  Rivers)  provided — 

1st.  That  the  enemy's  vessel,  Merrimac,  can  be  ucntrolized ; 

'id.  That  the  means  of  transportation  sufficient  for  an  immediate  transfer  of  the 
force  to  ite  new  base  can  be  ready  at  Washington  and  Alexandria  to  move  down  the 
Potomac;  and 

3d.  That  a  naval  aaxiliary  force  can  be  liad  to  silence,  or  aid  in  silencing,  the  ene- 
my's batteries  on  the  York  Ki  ver. 

*  For  report  here  omitted  see  ^*  Reconnaissance  to  Cedar  Run,*'  March  14-16,  in  Re- 
ports, .poat 
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4th.  That  the  foioe  to  be  left  to  cover  Washinffton  shall  be  anoh  as  to  give  an  ODtixe 
feeling  of  security  for  its  safetv  from  menace.    (ITnanimous.) 

II.  if  the  foregoing  cannot  be,  the  army  should  then  be  moved  against  the  enemy, 
behind  the  Rappahannock,  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  the  means  for  recon- 
stmoting  bridges,  repairing  railrof^ds,  and  stocking  them  with  materials  sufficient  for 
supplying  the  army  should  at  once  be  collected  for  both  the  Orange  and  Alexandria 
and  Aquia  and  Richmond  Railroads.    (Unanimous.) 

N.  B. — ^That  with  the  forts  on  the  rig^ht  bank  of  the  Potomac  fully  garrisoned  and 
those  on  the  left  bank  occupied  a  covering  force  in  front  of  the  Yircinia  line  of  25,000 
men  would  suffice.  (Keyes,  Heintzelman,  and  McDowelL)  A  totu  of  40,000  men  for 
the  defense  of  the  city  would  suffice.    (Sumner.) 

This  was  assented  to  by  inyself  and  immediately  commnnicated  to 
the  War  Department.    The  following  reply  was  received  the  same  day : 

War  DsPARTHEirr,  Marth  13, 1862. 

The  President  having  considered  the  plan  of  operations  agreed  npon  by  ^onrself 
and  the  commanders  of  army  corps,  makes  no  objection  to  the  same,  but  gives  the 
following  directions  as  to  its  execution : 

1.  Leave  such  force  at  Manassas  Junction  as  shall  make  it  entirely  certain  that  the 
enemy  shall  not  repossess  himself  of  that  position  and  line  of  communication. 

2.  Leave  Washington  entirely  secure. 

3.  Move  the  remainder  of  the  force  down  the  Potomac,  choosing  a  new  base  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  or  anywhere  between  here  and  there,  or,  at  all  events,  move  such 
remainder  of  the  army  at  once  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  by  some  route. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Seoretary  of  Wmr, 
Mi^.  Gen.  George  B.  McCuellan. 

My  preparations  were  at  once  began  in  accordance  with  these  direc- 
tions, and  on  the  16th  of  March  the  following  instructions  were  sent  to 
Generals  Banks  and  Wadsworth : 

Headquarxebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  16,  1862. 

Sir:  Tou  will  post  your  command  in  the  vicinity  of  Manassas,  intrench  yourself 
strongly,  and  throw  cavalry  pickets  well  out  to  the  front. 

Your  iirBt  care  will  be  the  rebuilding  of  the  railway  from  Washington  to  Manassas 
and  to  Strasburg,  in  order  to  open  your  communications  with  the  valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah. As  soon  as  the  Manassas  Gap  Railway  is  in  running  order,  intrench  a  brig- 
ade of  infantry,  say  four  regiments,  with  two  batteries,  at  or  near  tho  point  where  the 
railway  crosses  the  Shenandoali.  Something  Uke  two  regiments  of  cavalry  should  be 
left  ill  that  vicinity  to  occupy  Winchester  and  thoroughly  scour  the  country  south  of 
the  railway  and  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  as  well  as  tnrotigh  Chester  Gap,  which 
might  pernans  be  advantageously  occupiea  by  a  detachment  of  infantry,  well  in- 
trenched. Block-houses  should  be  built  at  all  the  railway  bridges.  Occupy  by  grand 
guards  Warrenton  .Junction  and  Warrenton  itself,  and  also  some  little  more  advanced 
point  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad  as  soon  as  the  railway  bridge  is  repaired. 

Great  activity  snould  be  observed  by  the  cavalry.  Besides  the  two  regiments  at 
Manassas,  another  regiment  of  cavalry  Vi  11  be  at  your  disposal  to  scout  towards  tho 
Occoquan,  and  probably  a  fourth  towards  Leesburg. 

To  recapitulate,  the  most  important  points  which  should  engage  your  attention  are 
M  follows : 

1.  A  strong  force,  well  intrenched,  in  the  vicinity  of  Manassas— perhaps  even  Cen- 
treville ;  ana  another  force  (a  brigade),  also  well  intrenched,  near  Strasburg. 

2.  Block-houses  at  the  rail  way  bridges. 

3.  Constant  employment  of  the  cavalry  well  to  the  fh>nt. 

4.  Grand  guards  at  Warrenton  Junction,  and  in  advance  as  far  as  the  Rappahan- 
nock, if  possible. 

5.  Great  care  to  be  exercised  to  obtain  full  and  early  information  as  to  the  enemy. 

6.  The  general  object  is  to  cover  the  line  of  the  Potomac  and  Washington. 
The  above  is  communicated  by  command  of  Maior-Gtoneral  McClellan. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
AssiBtani  At^jntant'Oeneral, 
MaJ.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks, 

Commanding  Fifth  Corps,  Army  of  the  PoUmac. 
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Headquartbrs  Abut  of  tide  Potomac, 

March  16, 1662. 

8nt:  The  command  to  which  yon  have  been  aasigned,  by  Instmctione  of  the  Presi- 
dent^ as  military  governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  embraces  the  geoflnraphical 
limiti  of  the  District,  and  will  also  inclade  the  city  of  Alexandria,  the  defensiTe  works 
Math  of  the  Potomac  from  the  Occoquan  to  Difficult  Creek,  and  the  post  of  Fort 
Washington.  I  inclose  a  list  of  the  trooi»8  and  of  the  defenses  embraced  in  these 
llmitSi 

General  Banks  will  command  at  Manassas  Junction,  with  the  divisions  of  Williams 
and  Shields,  composing  the  Fifth  Corps,  but  you  should  nevertheless  exercise  vigi- 
lance in  your  front,  carefully  guard  the  approaches  in  that  quarter,  and  maintain  the 
dnties  of  advance  guards,     x  on  will  use  the  same  precautions  on  either  flank. 

All  troops  not  actnallv  needed  for  the  police  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  for 
the  gairisons  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  for  other  indicated  special  duties,  should  be 
moved  to  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

In  the  center  of  your  ftont  you  should  i)ost  the  main  body  of  your  troops,  and  proper 
proportions  at  suitable  distances  towards  your  right  and  left  flanks.  Careful  patrols 
will  be  made,  in  order  thoroughly  to  scour  the  countiy  in  front  from  right  to  lefU 

It  is  specially  enjoined  upon  you  to  maintain  the  forts  and  their  armaments  in  the 
best  possible  order,  to  look  carefhlly  to  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  their  garri- 
Knu,  as  well  as  all  other  troops  under  your  command,  and  by  frequent  and  rigid  in- 
spections to  insure  the  attainment  of  these  ends. 

The  care  of  the  railways,  canals,  depots,  bridges,  and  ferries  within  the  above-named 
limits  will  devolve  upon  you,  and  you  are  to  insure  their  security  and  provide  for  their 
protection  by  every  means  in  vour  power.  You  will  also  protect  the  depots  of  the 
pnblic  stores  and  the  transit  oi  stores  to  troops  in  active  service. 

By  means  of  patrols  vou  will  thoroughly  scour  the  neighboring  country  south  of  the 
Eastern  Branch,  and  auo  on  your  right ;  and  you  will  use  every  possible  precaution 
tcT  intercept  mails,  goods,  and  persons  passing  unauthorized  to  the  enemy's  lines. 

The  necessity  of  maintaining  good  order  within  your  limits,  and  especially  in  the 
capital  of  the  nation,  cannot  be  too  strongly  enforced. 

Vou  will  forward  and  facilitate  the  movement  of  all  troops  destined  for  the  active 
part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  especially  the  transit  of  detachments  to  their 
proper  regiments  and  corps. 

The  charge  of  the  new  troops  arriving  in  Washiuf^n  and  of  all  troops  temx>orarily 
there  will  devolve  upon  you.  You  willform  them  into  provisional  brigades,  promote 
their  instruction  ana  discipline,  and  facilitate  their  eouipment.  Report  all  arrivals 
of  troops,  their  strength,  composition,  and  equipment,  by  every  opportunity. 

Besides  the  regular  reports  and  returns  which  you  will  be  required  to  render  to  the 
Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  you  will  make  to  these  headquarters  a  consolidated 
report  of  your  command  every  Sunday  morning  and  monthly  returns  on  the  first  day 
•f  each  month. 

The  foregoing  instructions  are  communicated  by  command  of  Major-General  Mc- 
Clellan. 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Aanstant  AdjutanUGenerah 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  S.  Wadsworth, 

Military  Governor  of  the  JHitriot  of  Columbia. 

The  Secretary  of  War  had  expressed  a  desire  that  I  should  commu- 
nicate to  the  War  Department  my  designs  with  regaM  to  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  an  official  form.  I  submitted, 
on  the  19th  of  March,  the  following: 

Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 

Theological  Semnaryf  Ta.,  March.  19,  1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  notes  on  the  proposed  operations  of 
tbe  actiTC  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  proposed  plan  of  campaign  is  to  assume  Fort  Monroe  as  the  first  base  of  opera- 
tions, taking  the  line  of  Yorktown  and  West  Point  upon  Richmond  as  the  line  of  opera- 
tions, Richmond  bein^  the  objective  point.  It  is  assumed  that  the  fall  of  Richmond 
involves  that  of  Norfolk  and  the  whole  of  Virginia ;  also  that  we  shall  fight  a  decisive 
battle  between  West  Point  and  Richmond,  to  give  which  battle  the  rebels  will  con- 
centrate all  their  available  forces,  nnderstanmng,  as  they  will,  that  it  involves  the 
fiite  of  their  cause.    It  therefore  follows — 

Ist.  That  we  should  collect  all  our  available  forces  and  operate  upon  adjacent  lines, 
maintiiining  perfect  communication  between  our  columns. 

2d.  That  no  time  should  be  lost  in  reaching  the  field  of  battle. 

The  advantages  of  the  Peninsula  between  York  and  James  Rivers  are  too  obvious 
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to  need  explanation.  It  is  also  clear  that  West  Point  should  as  soon  as  possible  be 
reached  and  nsed  as  onr  main  depot,  that  we  mav  have  the  shortest  line  of  land  trans- 
portation for  our  sapplies  and  the  use  of  the  York  Biver. 

There  are  two  methods  of  reaching  this  point : 

let :  By  moving  directly  from  Fort  Monroe  as  a  base,  and  tmsting  to  the  roads  for 
oar  sapplies,  at  the  same  time  landing  a  strong  corps  as  near  Yorktown  as  possible,  in 
order  to  tarn  the  rebel  lines  of  defense  south  of  \orktown:  then  to  reduce  Yorktown 
and  Gloucester  by  a  siege,  in  all  probability  involving  a  delay  of  weeks,  perhaps. 

2d.  To  make  a  combined  naval  and  land  attack  upon  Yorktown  the  first  object  of 
the  campaign.  This  leads  to  the  most  rapid  and  decisive  results.  To  accomplish  this, 
the  Navy  should  at  once  concentrate  upon  the  York  River  all  their  available  and  most 
powerfal  batteries.  Its  redaction  should  not  in  that  case  require  man^  hours.  A 
stronff  corps  would  be  pushed  up  the  York,  under  cover  of  the  Navy,  directly  upon 
West  Point,  immediately  upon  the  fall  of  Yorktown,  and  we  could  at  once  establish 
our  new  base  of  operations  at  a  distance  of  some  25  miles  from  Bichmond.  with  every 
facility  for  developing  and  bringing  into  play  the  whole  of  our  available  force  on 
either  or  both  banks  of  the  James. 

It  is  impossible  to  urge  too  strongly  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  full  co-operation 
of  the  Navy  as  a  part  of  this  programme.  Withont  it  the  operations  may  be  prolonged 
for  many  weeks,  and  we  may  be  forced  to  carry  in  front  several  strong,  positions, 
which  bv  their  aid  could  be  turned  without  serious  loss  of  either  time  or  men. 

It  is  also  of  first  importance  to  bear  in  mind  the  fact,  already  alluded  to,  that  the 
capture  of  Richmond  necessarily  involves  the  prompt  fall  of  Norfolk,  while  au  opera- 
tion against  Norfolk,  if  successful,  as  the  beginning  of  the  campaign,  facllitat-es  the 
reduction  of  Richmond  merely  by  the  demoralization  of  the  rebel  troops  involved,  and 
that  after  the  fall  of  Norfolk  we  should  be  obliged  to  undertake*  the  capture  of  Rich- 
mond by  the  same  means  which  would  have  accomplished  it  in  the  beginning,  having 
meanwhile  afforded  the  rebels  ample  time  to  perfect  their  defensive  arrangements:  for 
they  would  well  know,  from  the  moment  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  changed  its  base 
to  Fort  Monroe,  that  Richmond  must  be  its  ultimate  object. 

It  may  be  summed  up  in  few  words,  that  for  the  prompt  success  of  this  campaign 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Navy  should  at  once  throw  its  whole  available 
force,  its  most  powerful  vessels,  against  Yorktown.  There  is  the  most  important 
IK>int — thero  the  knot  to  be  cut.  An  immediate  decision  upon  the  subject-matter  of 
this  communication  is  highly  desirable,  and  seems  called  for  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-  GtnerdL 

Hon.  £.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War, 

In  the  mean  time  the  troops  destined  to  form  the  active  army  were 
collected  in  camx^s  convenient  to  the  points  of  embarkation,  and  every 
Xireparation  made  to  embark  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  when  the  trans- 
ports were  re^y. 

A  few  days  before  sailing  for  Fort  Monroe,  while  still  encamped  near 
Alexandria,  I  met  the  President  by  appointment  on  a  steamer.  He 
there  informed  me  that  he  had  been  strongly  pressed  to  take  General 
Blenker's  division  from  my  command  and  give  it  to  General  Fremont. 
His  excellency  was  good  enough  to  suggest  several  reasons  for  not 
taking  Blenker's  division  from  me.  I  assented  to  the  force  of  his  sug- 
gestions, and  was  extremely  gratified  by  his  decision  to  allow  the  divis- 
ion to  remain  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  was  therefore  with 
surprise  that  I  received  on  the  31st  the  following  note : 

ExECUTivB  Mansion, 

WoBhingtwn,  March  31,  1862. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  This  morning  I  felt  constrained  to  order  Blenker's  division  to  Fre- 
mont, and  I  write  this  to  assure  yon  that  I  did  so  with  creat  pain,  understanding  that 
yon  would  wish  it  otherwise.  Ii  you  could  know  the  full  pressure  of  the  caite  I  am 
confident  you  would  justify  it,  even  beyond  a  mere  acknowledgment  that  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief may  order  what  he  pleases. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
Mi^or-General  McClellan. 

To  this  I  replied  in  substance  that  I  regretted  the  order,  and  could 
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ill  afford  to  lose  10,000  troops  which  had  been  counted  upon  in  form- 
ing my  plan  of  campaign,  bat  as  there  was  no  remedy,  I  would  yield, 
and  do  the  best  I  could  without  them.  In  a  conversation  with  the 
President  a  few  hours  afterwards  I  repeated  Terbally  the  same  thing, 
and  expressed  my  regret  that  Blenker's  division  had  been  given  to 
General  Fremont  from  any  pressure  other  than  the  requirements  of  the 
national  exigency.  I  was  partially  relieved,  however,  by  the  Presi- 
dent's positive  and  emphatic  assurance  that  I  might  be  confident  that 
no  more  troops  beyond  these  10,000  should  in  any  event  be  taken  from 
me  or  in  any  way  detached  from  my  command. 

At  the  time  of  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  by  the  enemy  Jackson 
iras  at  Winchester,  our  forces  occupying  Charlestown,  and  Shields' 
reaching  Banker  Hill  on  the  11th.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  a  brigade 
of  General  Banks'  troops,  under  General  Hamilton,  entered  Winchester, 
the  enemy  having  left  at  5  o'clock  the  evening  before,  his  rear  guard  of 
cavalry  leaving  an  hour  before  our  advance  entered  the  pla^.  The 
enemy  having  made  his  preparations  for  evacuation  some  days  before,  it 
was  not  possible  to  intercept  his  retreat  On  the  13th  the  mass  of 
Banks'  corps  was  concentrated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Winchester, 
the  enemy  being  in  the  rear  of  Strasbarg.  On  the  19th  General  Shields 
occapied  Strasburg,  driving  the  enemy  20  miles  south  to  Mount  Jack- 
son. On  the  20th  the  first  division  of  Banks'  corps  commenced  its 
movement  towards  Manassas,  in  compliance  with  my  letter  of  instruc- 
tions of  the  IGth.  Jackson  probably  received  information  of  this  move- 
ment, and  supposed  that  no  force  of  any  consequence  was  left  in  the 
\icinity  of  Winchester,  and  upon  the  idling  back  of  Shields  to  that 
place,  tor  the  purpose  of  enticing  Jackson  in  pursuit,  the  latter  promptly 
followed,  whereupon  ensued  a  skirmish  on  the  22d,  in  which  General 
Shields  was  wounded,  and  an  aflair  at  Winchester  on  the  23d,  resulting 
ill  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  who  was  pursued  as  rapidly  as  the  exhaustion 
of  our  troops  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  permitted.  It  is 
presumed  that  the  full  reports  of  the  batSe  of  Winchester  were  for- 
warded direct  to  the  War  Department  by  General  Banks. 

It  being  now  clear  that  the  enemy  had  no  intention  of  returning  by 
the  Manassas  route,  the  following  letter  of  April  1  was  written  to  Gen- 
eral Banks: 

Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac^ 

On  Board  the  Commodore,  April  I,  18G2. 

General  :  The  change  in  affairs  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  has  rendered  nec- 
CMary  a  corresponding  departure,  temporarily  at  least,  irom  the  plan  we  some  days 
since  agreed  nx>on. 

In  my  arrangements  I  assume  that  yon  have  with  yon  a  force  amply  Bafflcient  to 
^Te  Jackson  before  you,  provided  he  is  not  re-enforced  largely.  I  also  assume 
thst  yon  may  find  it  imposuble  to  detach  anything  towards  Manassas  for  some  days, 
probably  not  antU  tiie  operations  of  the  main  anny  have  drawn  aU  the  rebel  force  to- 
wtidt  Richmond. 

YoQ  are  aware  that  Qeneral  Sumner  has  for  some  days  been  at  Manassas  Junction 
with  two  divisions  of  infantry,  six  batteries,  and  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  that 
ft  leconnaissance  to  the  Rappanannock  forced  the  enemy  to  destroy  the  railway  bridge 
ftt  Rappahannock  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad.  Since  that  time 
onr  cavalry  have  found  nothing  on  this  side  the  Rappahannock  in  that  direction,  and 
it  seems  clear  that  we  have  no  reason  to  fear  any  return  of  the  rebels  in  that  quarter. 
Their  movements  near  Fredericksburg  also  indicate  a  final  abandonment  of  that  neigh- 
borhood. I  doubt  whether  Johnston  will  now  re-enforce  Jackson  with  a  view  of  ofien- 
sive  operations.  The  time  is  probably  past  when  he  could  have  gained  anything 
by  dotoff  so.  I  have  ordered  in  one  of  Sumner's  divisions  (that  of  Richardson,  late 
Somner^)  to  Alexandria  for  embarkation.  Blenker's  has  been  detached  from  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  and  ordered  to  report  to  General  Fremont.  Abercrombie  is  probably 
at  Wsrrsnton  Junction  to-day.  Geary  is  at  White  Plains.  Two  regiments  oi  cavalry 
^Te  been  oidetod  oat  and  ore  now  on  the  way  to  relieve  the  two  regiments  of  Sumner. 
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Foar  thonsand  infantry  and  one  battery  leave  Washington  at  once  for Manaiisas.  Some 
3,000  more  will  move  in  one  or  two  daya^  and  soon  after  some  3,000  additional.  I  will 
order  Blanker  to  march  on  Strasbnrg  and  to  report  to  yon  for  temporary  duty,  so  that, 
should  you  find  a  large  force  in  yonr  ftt)nt,  you  can  avail  yourself  of  his  aid  as  soon  as 
possible.  Please  direct  him  to  Winchester,  thence  to  rex)ort  to  the  Adjutant-Geneml 
of  the  Army  for  orders ;  but  keep  him  until  you  are  sure  what  yon  have  in  fiont. 

In  regard  to  your  own  movements,  the  most  important  thing  at  present  is  to  throw 
Jackson  well  back,  and  then  to  assume  snch  a  position  as  to  enable  yon  to  prevent  his 
return.  As  soon  as  the  railway  communications  are  re-established  it  will  be  probably 
important  and  advisable  to  move  on  Staunton,  but  this  would  require  secure  commu- 
nications and  a  force  of  from  S5,000  to  30,000  for  active  operations.  It  should  also  be 
nearly  coincident  with  my  own  move  on  Richmond ;  at  all  events,  not  so  long  before  it 
as  to  enable  the  rebels  to  concentrate  on  you  and  then  return  on  me.  I  fear  that  yon 
cannot  be  ready  in  time,  although  it  may  come  in  very  well  with  a  force  less  than  that 
I  have  mentioned,  after  the  main  battle  near  Richmond.  When  Greneral  Sumner  leaves 
Warrenton  Junction,  General  Abercrombie  will  be  placed  in  immediate  command  of 
Manassas  and  Warrenton  Junction  under  your  general  orders.  Please  inform  me  fre- 
quently by  telegraph  and  otherwise  as  to  the  state  of  things  in  your  front. 
I  am,  very  truly,  yours, 

G£0.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

MaJoT' General,  Cammamditiff, 

P.  S. — ^From  what  I  have  Just  learned  it  would  seem  that  the  regiments  of  cavalry 
intended  for  Warrenton  Junction  have  gone  to  Harper's  Ferry.  Of  the  fonr  addi- 
tional regiments  placed  under  your  orders,  two  should  as  promptly  as  possible  move  by 
the  shortest  route  on  Warrenton  Junction. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding, 
Mi^.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Commanding  F{fth  Corps. 

This  letter  needs  no  fiirther  explanation  than  to  say  that  it  was  my 
intention,  had  the  operations  in  that  quarter  remained  under  iny  charge, 
either  to  hiwe  resumed  the  defensive  positions  marked  out  in  the  letter 
of  March  16,  or  to  have  advanced  General  Banks  upon  Staunton,  as 
mi^ht  in  the  progress  of  events  seem  advisable. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  when  I  wrote  the  preceding  and  following 
letters  of  April  1  I  had  no  expectation  of  being  relieved  from  the 
charge  of  the  operations  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  the  President's 
War  Order,  No.  3,  giving  no  intimation  of  such  an  iutention,  and  that 
80  far  as  reference  was  made  to  final  operations  after  driving  Jackson 
back  and  taking  such  a  position  as  to  prevent  his  return,  no  positive 
orders  were  given  in  the  letter,  the  matter  being  left  for  future  consid- 
eration when  the  proper  time  arrived  for  a  decision. 

From  the  following  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General,  dated  April  1. 
1862,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  left  for  the  defenses  of  the  national  capital 
and  its  approaches,  when  I  sailed  for  the  Peninsula,  73,456  men,  with 
109  pieces  of  light  artillery,  including  the  32  pieces  in  Washington 
alluded  to  but  not  enumerated  in  my  letter  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
It  will  also  be  seen  that  I  recommended  other  available  tix)ops  in  New 
York  (more  than  4,000)  to  be  at  once  ordered  forward  to  re-enforce 
them: 

Headquabters  Army  of  this  Potomac, 

Steamer  Commodore,  April  1,  i8G2. 

General  :  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  lay  the  following  communication  before 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War : 

The  approximate  numbers  and  positions  of  the  troops  left  near  and  in  rear  of  the 
Potomac  are  as  follows : 

General  Dix  has,  afcer  guarding  the  railroads  under  his  charge,  sufficient  to  give 
him  5,000  for  the  defense  of  Baltimore  and  1,988  available  for  tlie  Eastern  Shore, 
Annapolis,  &c.    Fort  Delaware  is  very  well  garrisoned  by  about  400  men. 

The  garrisons  of  the  forts  around  Washington  amount  to  10,600  men ;  other  disposa- 
ble troops  now  with  General  WadsworUi  a^ut  11,400  men. 
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The  troops  emploved  in  yarding  the  variona  railways  in  Maryland  amount  to  some 
3.339  men.  These  it  is  designed  to  rolieve,  being  old  regiments,  by  dismounted  cav- 
oliT,  and  to  send  forward  to  Manassas. 

General  Abercrombie  occupies  Worrenton  with  a  force  which,  including  Colonel 
Geary  at  White  Plains  and  the  caTalry  to  be  at  his  disposal,  will  amount  to  some 
7f7W  men,  with  12  pieces  of  artillery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  all  the  troops  organized  for  service  in  Pcnnsyl* 
vsnia  and  New  York  and  in  any  of  the  Eastern  States  mav  bo  ordered  to  Washing- 
ton. I  learn  from  Governor  Curtiu  that  there  are  some  3,500  men  now  ready  iu  Penn- 
sylvania. This  force  I  should  be  glad  to  have  sent  to  Manassas.  Four  thousand  men 
from  General  Wadsworth  I  desire  to  be  ordered  to  Manassas.  These  troops,  with  the 
nuhoad  gnsfds  above  alluded  to,  will  make  up  a  force  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Abercrombie  of  something  like  18,639  men. 

It  is  my  design  to  push  General  Blenker's  division  from  Warrenton  upon  Strasbnrg. 
He  should  remain  at  Strasbnrg  long  enough  to  allow  matters  to  assume  a  definite 
form  in  that  region  before  proceeding  to  his  ultimate  destination. 

The  troops  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  will  thus,  including  Blenker's  division, 
10,028  strong,  with  24  pieces  of  artillery :  Banks'  Fifth  Corps,  which  embraces  the 
cozimand  of  Greneral  Shields,  19,687  strong,  with  41  guns ;  some  3,652  disposable  cav- 
alry and  the  railroad  guards,  about  2,100  men,  amount  to  about  35,467  men. 

It  is  designed  to  reheve  General  Hooker  by  one  regiment,  say  850  men,  being,  with 
some  500  cavalry,  1,350  men  on  the  Lower  Potomac 

To  recapitulate — 

Men. 

At  Wairenton  there  is  to  be 7,780 

At  Manassas,  say 10,859 

Iq  tho  valley  of  the  Shenandoah 35,467 

Oa  the  Lower  Potomac 1, 350 

In  all 55,456 

There  would  thus  be  left  for  the  garrisons  and  the  front  of  Washln^on,  under  Gen- 
eral Wadsworth,  some  18,000,  inclusive  of  the  batteries  under  instruction.  The  troops 
orxaoizing  or  ready  for  service  in  New  York,  I  learn,  will  probably  number  more  than 
4,0U0.  These  should  be  assembled  at  Washington,  subject  to  disposition  where  their 
services  may  bo  most  required. 

I  am,  very  respectmUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General,  Cammandinff, 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  A^utant-Oeneralf  V,  8.  Army. 

The  following  letter  firom  (general  Barry  shows  that  thirty-two  field 
gnus,  with  men,  horses,  and  equipments,  were  also  left  in  Washington 
City  when  the  army  sailed.  These  were  the  batteries  under  instruction 
referred  to  above: 

Headquabtbrs  Inspector  of  Artili^ry, 

WoBhington,  December  16,  1862. 

General  :  It  having  been  stated  in  yarions  public  prints,  and  in  a  speech  of  Sena- 
tor Chandler,  of  Michigan,  in  his  place  in  the  United  States  Senate,  quoting  what  ho 
stated  ta  be  a  portion  of  the  testimony  of  Brigadier«Gteneral  Wadsworth,  military 
governor  of  Washington,  before  the  joint  Senate  and  House  Committee  on  the  Con- 
<lnct  of  the  War^  that  M^or-General  McClellan  had  left  an  insufficient  force  for  tho 
defense  of  Washington,  and  not  a  gun  on  wheels — 

I  hare  to  contradict  this  charge  as  follows : 

From  official  reports  made  at  the  time  to  me  (the  chief  of  artillery  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac),  and  now  in  my  possession,  b^the  commanding  officer  of  the  light  artil- 
lery troops  left  in  camp  in  the  city  of  Washington  by  your  order,  it  appears  that  the 
following-named  field  batteries  were  left : 

Battery  C,  First  New  York  ArtiUery,  Captain  Barnes,  two  guns :  Battery  K,  First 
New  York  Artillery,  Captain  Crounse,  six  euns ;  Battery  L,  Second  New  York  Artil- 
lery, Captain  Robinson,  six  guns ;  Ninth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Captain 
Mornzowicz,  six  guns;  Sixteenth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Captaiu  Locke; 
Ratr^ry  A,  Second  Battalion  New  York  Artillery^  Captain  Hogan,  six  guns ;  Battery 
B,  Second  Battalion  New  York  ArtiUery,  Captain  McMahon,  six  guns;  total,  seven 
hatteries,  thirty-two  guns. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  horses,  which  could  have  been  procured  from  the  Quar- 
tennoBter's  Department  in  a  few  hours,  the  batteries  were  all  fit  for  immediate  service, 
exceptiog  the  Sixteenth  New  York  Battery,  which  having  been  previously  ordered, 
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on  General  Wadswoith's  appUoation,  to  xeport  to  bim  for  special  aervioe,  waa  on- 
equipped  with  either  gnns  or  horses. 

I  am,  general^  very  respecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

VV*  F.  BARRzy 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Jtupector  of  AriUUTy,  U.  S.  Armg, 

Mijor-General  McCleixax,  U,  8,  Armg, 

It  is  trae  that  Blenker's  divisioD,  which  is  included  in  the  force 
enamerated  by  me,  was  nnder  orders  to  re-enforce  General  Fr^monty 
but  the  following  dispatch  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  March  31, 
1862,  will  show  that  I  was  authorized  to  detain  him  at  Strasbarg  nutil 
matters  assumed  a  definite  form  in  that  region,  before  proceeding  to  his 
ultimate  destination ;  in  other  words,  until  Jackson  was  disposed  of. 
And  had  he  been  detained  there,  instead  of  moving  on  to  Harper's 
Ferry  and  Franklin,  under  other  orders,  it  is  probable  that  General 
Banks  would  have  defeated  Jackson,  instead  of  being  himself  obliged 
subsequently  to  retreat  to  Williamsport: 

War  DEPARnncNT, 
WaBkinifUm,  D,  C,  March  31,  1863. 

The  order  In  respect  to  Blenker  is  not  designed  to  hinder  or  dela^  the  movement  of 
Bichardson  or  any  other  force.  He  can  remain  wherever  you  desire  him  as  long  as 
required  for  yonr  movements  and  in  any  position  yon  desire.  The  order  is  simply 
to  place  him  in  position  for  re-enforcing  Fr<$mont  as  soon  as  your  dispoRitions  will 
permit,  and  he  may  go  to  Harper's  Ferry  by  such  route  and  at  such  time  as  you  shall 
direct.    State  your  own  wishes  as  to  the  movement,  when  and  how  it  shall  be  made. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Mi^oivGeneral  McClkllak. 

Without  including  General  Blenker's  division,  there  were  left  G7,42S 
men  and  eighty-five  pieces  of  light  artillery,  which,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, I  deemed  more  than  adequate  to  insure  the  perfect  security 
of  Washington  against  any  force  the  enemy  could  bring  against  it,  for 
the  following  reasons : 

The  light  troops  I  had  thrown  forward  under  General  Stoneman  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  army,  after  the  evacuation  of  Manassas  and  Cen- 
treville,  had  driven  their  rear  guard  across  Ce<lar  Bun,  and  subsequent 
expeditions  from  Sumner's  corps  had  forced  them  beyond  the  Rappa- 
hannock. They  had  destroyed  all  the  railroad  bridges  behind  them, 
thereby  indicating  that  they  did  not  intend  to  return  over  that  route. 
Indeed,  if  they  had  attempted  such  a  movement,  their  progress  must 
have  been  slow  and  difficult,  as  it  would  have  involved  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  bridges ;  and  if  my  orders  for  keeping  numerous  cavalry 
patrols  well  out  to  the  fron^  to  give  timely  notice  of  any  approach  of 
the  enemy,  had  been  strictly  enforced  (and  I  left  seven  regiments  of 
cavalry  for  this  express  purpose),  they  could  not  by  any  possibility 
have  reached  Washington  before  there  would  have  been  ample  time  to 
concentrate  the  entire  forces  left  for  its  defense,  as  well  as  those  at 
Baltimore,  at  any  necessary  point. 

It  was  clear  to  my  mind,  as  I  reiterated  to  the  authorities,  that  the 
movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  would  have  the  effect  to  draw 
off  the  hostile  army  from  Manassas  to  the  defense  of  their  capital,  and 
thus  free  Washington  from  menace.  This  opinion  was  confirmed  the 
moment  the  movement  commenced,  or  rather  as  soon  as  the  enemy 
became  aware  of  our  intentions,  for  with  the  exception  of  Jackson's 
force  of  some  15,000,  which  his  instructions  show  to  have  been  intended 
to  operate  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent  McDowell's  corps  from  being 
sent  to  re-enforce  me.  no  rebel  force  of  any  magnitude  made  its  appear* 
ance  in  front  of  Wasuington  during  the  progress  of  our  operations  on 
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the  Peninspla,  nor  until  the  order  was.  given  for  my  return  from  Harri- 
son^s  Landing  was  Washington  again  threatened. 

SaiTounded  as  Washington  was  with  numerous  and  strong  fortifiea- 
tioDS,  well  garrisoned,  it  was  manifest  that  the  enemy  could  not  afford 
to  detach  from  his  main  army  a  force  sufficient  to  assail  them* 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  just  previous  to  my  departure  for  Fort 
Monroe  I  sent  my  chief  of  staff  to  General  Hitchcock,  who  at  that 
time  held  staff  relations  with  his  excellency  the'  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  War.  to  suhmit  to  him  a  list  of  the  troops  I  proposed  to 
leave  for  the  deiense  of  Washington,  and  the  positions  in  which  I 
designed  posting  them.  General  Hitchcock,  after  slancing  his  eye 
oFer  the  list,  observed  that  he  was  not  the  judge  of  what  was  required 
for  defending  the  capital;  that  General  McGlellan's  position  was  such 
as  to  enable  him  to  understand  the  subject  much  better  than  he  did, 
and  be  presumed  that  if  the  force  designated  was  in  his  judgment 
sufficient,  nothing  more  would  be  required.  He  was  then  told  by  the 
chief  of  staff  that  I  would  be  glad  to  have  his  opinion,  as  an  old  and 
experienced  officer.  To  this  he  replied,  that  as  I  had  had  the  entire 
a)Dtrol  of  the  defenses  for  a  long  time,  I  was  the  best  judge  of  what 
was  needed,  and  he  declined  to  give  any  other  expression  of  opinion  at 
that  time. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  the  day  following  my  departure  for  Fort  Monroe, 
Generals  Hitchcock  and  Thomas  were  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  examine  and  reiKxrt  whether  the  President's  instructions  to  me  of 
March  8  and  13  had  been  complied  with.  On  the  same  day  their  report 
was  sabmitted,  and  their  decision 


Thftt  the  requirement  of  the  President  that  this  city  (Washington)  shall  be  left  en- 
tinly  aeenre  has  not  been  fuUy  complied  with. 

The  President,  in  his  letter  to  me  on  the  9th  of  April,  says : 

And  now  aUow  me  to  ask,  do  yon  really  think  I  ^ould  permit'  the  line  from  Rich- 
mond via  Manassas  Junction  to  this  city  to  be  entirely  open  except  what  resistance 
could  be  presented  by  less  than  20,000  unoi^nized  troops  7 

In  the  reiK>rt  of  Glenerals  Hitchcock  and  Thomas,  alluded  to,  it  is  ac- 
knowledged that  there  was  no  danger  of  an  attack  from  the  direction  of 
Manassas,  in  these  words : 

In  regard  to  occnpying  Manassas  Junction,  as  the  enemy  have  destroyed  the  rail- 
loads  leading  to  it,  it  may  be  fair  to  assume  that  they  have  no  intention  of  returning  for 
the  reoccupation  of  their  late  position,  and  therefore  no  large  force  would  be  necessary 
to  hold  that  position. 

That,  as  remarked  before,  was  precisely  the  view  I  took  of  it,  and  this 
was  enforced  by  the  subsequent  movements  of  the  enemy. 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  report  it  is  stated  that  55,000  men  was 
the  number  considered  adequate  for  the  defense  of  the  capital.  That 
General  McClellan,  in  his  enumeration  of  the  forces  left,  had  included 
Banks'  army  corps,  operating  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  but  whether 
this  corps  should  be  regarded  as  available  for  the  protection  of  Wash- 
ington tbey  decline  to  express  an  opinion.  At  the  time  this  report  was 
made  the  only  enemy  on  any  approach  to  Washington  was  Jackson's 
force,  in  front  of  Banks,  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  with  the  Manassas 
Oap  Railroad  leading  from  this  valley  to  Washington ;  and  it  will  foe 
admitted,  I  presume,  that  Banks,  occupying  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
was  in  the  b^t  posit '.in  to  defend,  not  only  that  approach  to  Washing- 
Urn,  but  the  road  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  above.  The  number  of  troops 
left  by  me  for  thp  defense  of  Washington,  as  given  in  my  letter  to  the 
AdjntantGeneraly  were  taken  from  the  latest  official  returns  of  that 
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date,  and  these,  of  course,  constitnted  the  most  trastwortby  and  au- 
thentic source  from  which  such  information  could  be  obtained. 

Another  statement  made  by  General  Hitchcock  before  the  Committee 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  in  reference  to  this  same  order  should  be 
notice.    He  was  asked  the  following  question : 

Do  you  undeiatand  now  that  the  moyement  made  by  General  McClellan  to  Fort 
Monroe  and  np  the  York  River  was  in  compliance  with  the  recommeodation  of  the 
council  of  generals  commanding  corps  and  held  at  Fairfiix  Court-House  on  the  IStli  of 
March  last,  or  in  violation  of  it  t 

To  which  he  replied  as  follows  : 

I  have  considered,  and  do  now  consider,  that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  that  council  in  two  important  particulars,  one  particular  being  that  portion  of 
this  report  which  represents  tne  council  as  agreeing  to  the  expedition  by  way  of  tfae 
Peninsula,  provided  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimac  could  first  be  neutraHeed.  That  im- 
portant provision  General  McClellan  disregarded. 

•  •••••• 

The  second  particular  alluded  to  by  General  Hitchcock  was  in  refer- 
ence to  the  troops  left  for  the  defense  of  Washington,  which  has  been 
dispose4  of  above. 

In  regard  to  the  steamer  Merrimac  I  have  also  stated  that  so  far  as 
our  operations  on  York  River  were  concerned  the  power  of  this  vessel 
was  neutralized.  I  now  proceed  to  give  some  of  the  evidence  which  in- 
fluenced me  in  coming  to  that  conclusion. 

Previous  to  our  departure  for  the  Peninsula,  Mr.  Watson,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  was  sent  by  the  President  to  Fort  Monroe  to  consult 
with  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  upon  this  subject.  The  result  of  that 
consultation  is  contained  in  the  following  extract  from  the  evidence  of 
Admiral  Goldsborough  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War,  viz : 

I  told  Mr.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  President  might  make  his 
mind  perfectly  easy  about  the  Merrimac  going  up  York  River ;  that  she  could  never 
get  there,  for  I  had  ample  means  to  prevent  that. 

Capt.  G.  Y.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy,  testifies  before  the 
committee  as  follows : 

General  McCleUan  expected  the  Navy  to  neutralize  the  Merrimac,  and  I  promised 
that  it  should  be  done. 

General  Keyes,  commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps,  testifies  as  follows 
before  the  committee: 

During  the  time  that  the  subject  of  the  change  of  base  was  discussed  I  had  refused 
to  consent  to  the  Peninsula  line  of  operations  until  I  had  sent  word  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment and  asked  two  questions :  First,  whether  the  Merrimac  was  certainly  neu- 
tralized or  not.  Second,  whether  the  Navy  was  in  a  condition  to  co-oporate  efficiently 
with  the  Army  to  break  through  between  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point.  To  both 
of  these  answers  were  returned  in  the  affirmative ;  that  is^  the  Merrimac  was  neutral- 
ized|  and  the  Navy  was  in  a  condition  to  co-operate  efficiently  to  break  through  be- 
tween Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point. 

Before  starting  for  the  Peninsula  I  instructed  Lient.  Col.  B.  S.  Alex- 
ander, of  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Eng^ineers,  to  visit  Manassas  Jnnction  and 
its  vicinity,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  defensive  works 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  hold  that  place  with  a  small  force.  The 
accompanying  letters  from  Colonel  Alexander  will  show  what  steps 
were  taken  by  him  to  carry  into  eifect  this  important  order.  I  regret 
to  say  that  those  who  succeeded  me  in  command  of  the  region  in  fh)nt 
of  Washington,  whatever  were  the  fears  for  its  safety,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  carry  out  my  plans  and  instructions  to  them.  Had  Manas- 
sas been  placed  in  condition  for  a  strong  defense  and  its  communica- 
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tions  secnied,  as  recommended  by  ColoDel  Alexander,  tbe  result  of 
General  Pope's  campaign  would  probably  have  been  different : 

Washinoton,  D.  C,  April  2,  1862. 

Snt:  Ton  will  proceed  to  Manassas  at  as  early  a  moment  as  practicable,  and  mark 
OS  tbe  groond  the  worka  for  the  defense  of  that  place  on  the  positions  which  I  indi- 
ealed  to  you  yesteidiay.  You  will  find  two  carpenters  experienced  in  this  kind  of  work 
ready  to  accompany  you,  by  calling  on  Mr.  Dougherty,  the  master  carpenter  of  the 
Ti^tfory  Extension.  The  general  idea  of  the  defense  of  this  position  is  to  occapy  the 
fxinge  of  elevation  which  lies  about  half  way  between  Manassas  depot  and  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  railroad  with  a  series  of  works  open  to  the  rear,  so  thtA,  they  may  be 
comnianded  by  the  work  hereafter  to  bo  described.  There  will  be  at  least  four  of 
these  work^  three  of  them  being  on  the  left  of  the  railroad  leading  from  Alexandria, 
tt  the  positions  occupied  by  the  enemy's  works ;  the  other  on  the  right  of  this  road, 
OS  the  position  we  examined  yesterday.  The  works  of  the  enemy  to  the  north  of  this 
latter  position,  nambered  1  and  2  on  Lieutenant  Comstock's  sketch,  may  also  form  a 
part  of  the  front  lino  of  oar  defense,  but  the  sides  of  these  works  looking  towar^ 
jfansBsas  Station  should  be  leveled,  so  that  the  interior  of  the  worics  may  be  seen  from 
the  bttcr  position.  Embrasures  should  be  arranged  in  all  these  works  for  field  artil- 
lery. The  approaches  should  be  such  that  a  battery  can  drive  into  the  works.  The 
namber  of  embrasuree  in  each  battery  will  depend  upon  its  size  and  the  ground  to  bo 
eoumumded.  It  is  snpposed  there  will  be  from  four  to  eight  embrasures  in  each  bat* 
lay. 

The  other  works  of  the  enemy  looking  towards  the  oast  and  south  may  be  strength- 
ened, so  as  to  afford  sufficient  defense  in  these  directions.  Tho  work  No.  3  in  Lieaton- 
sDt  Comstock's  sketch  may  be  also  strengthened  and  arranged  for  field  artillery  when 
time  will  p«rrmit.  This  work  is  in  a  good  position  to  cover  a  retreat,  which  would  be 
made  down  the  valley  in  which  the  railroad  runs  towards  Bull  Run.  At  Manassas 
Station  there  should  bo  a  fort  constructed.  The  railroad  will  pass  through  this  fort, 
and  tbe  depot,  if  there  should  be  one  built,  should  be  placed  in  its  rear.  Tiiis  latter 
vork  ahould  be  regarded  as  the  key  to  tho  position.  It  should  be  as  large  as  the 
oature  of  the  ground  will  permit. 

By  going  down  the  slopes,  which  are  not  steep,  it  may  be  made  large  enough  to 
accommodate  2,000  or  3,000  men.  The  top  of  the  position  need  not  be  cut  away ;  it 
7ill  be  better  to  throw  np  the  earth  into  a  large  traverse,  which  may  also  he  a  bomb- 
ptooC.  Its  profile  should  be  strong  and  its  ditches  should  l>e  flanked.  It  should  re- 
cdve  a  heavy  armament  of  24  or  32  pounders,  with  some  rifled  (Parrott)  20  or  30 
poimden.  ItA  gnus  should  command  all  the  exterior  works,  so  that  these  works 
coold  be  of  no  une  to  the  enemy  should  he  take  them.  In  accommodating  the  fort  to 
the  Roimd  this  consideration  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

Aner  tracing  these  worka  on  the  ground  you  will  make  a  sketch  embracing  the 
vbole  of  thenif  showing  their  relative  positions  and  size.  This  sketch  should  em- 
bnee  the  junction  of  the  railroads  and  the  ground  for  somo  distance  around  the  main 
vork.  It  need  not  be  made  with  extreme  accuracy.  The  distances  may  be  paced  or 
QKatfured  with  a  tape-line.    The  bearings  may  be  taken  by  compass. 

Having  located  the  works  and  prepared  your  sketch,  you  will  report  to  Capt.  Fred- 
^k  E.  Prime,  of  the  Corps  of  ISngineers,  who  will  furnish  you  the  means  of  con- 
8tTnctioo. 

It  if  important  that  these  works  should  be  built  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Yoa  will  tiierRforo  expedite  matters  as  fast  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
Lieutetumt-ColoMelf  Aide-de-Camp, 

Capt  Fbsd.  R.  MtTNTHCR,  Present. 

Washinoton,  April  6,  1862. 

SiB:  I  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  I  gave  to  Captain 
Mnnther  in  reference  to  the  defenses  of  Manassas. 

Aa  there  has  l>een  a  new  department  created  (that  of  the  Rappahannock),  it  is  posc 
sblp  that  you  and  I,  as  weU  as  General  McClellan,  are  relievea  from  the  farther  oon- 
si^erstion  of  this  subject  at  the  present  time. 

I  will,  however,  state  for  your  information,  should  the  subject  ever  come  before  you 
NSiia,  that  in  my  opinion  the  communication  with  Manassas  by  land  should  be  secured. 

To  effect  this  in  the  best  manner,  so  far  as  my  observations  extend,  I  think  the 
l^fs  over  Bull  Run  near  Union  Mills  and  just  above  the  railroad  bridge  should  be 
nbult  or  thorouffhly  repaired,  and  that  a  small  work  or  two  or  .thiee  open  batteries 
^)d  be  erectedon  tbe  adjacent  heights  to  protect  it  as  well  as  the  railroad  bridge. 

Tbe  commuoication  by  land  would  then  bo  through  or  near  CentrevUl$Sy,Qs;br  uta 
road  oaed  by  the  enemy. 
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date,  and  these,  of  course,  constitnted  the  most  trustworthy  and  aa- 
thentic  source  from  which  such  informatiou  could  be  obtained. 

Another  statement  made  by  General  Hitchcock  before  the  Committee 
on  the  Conduct  of  the  War  in  reference  to  this  same  order  should  be 
noticed*    He  was  asked  the  following  question : 

Do  yon  nndeiBtand  now  that  the  movement  made  by  General  McCIellan  to  Fort 
Monroe  and  np  the  York  River  was  in  compliance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
council  of  generals  commanding  corps  and  held  at  Fairfax  Court-House  on  the  13th  of 
March  last^  or  in  violation  of  it  t 

To  which  he  replied  as  follows  : 

I  have  considered,  and  do  now  consider,  that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  that  council  in  two  important  particulars,  one  particular  being  that  portion  of 
this  report  which  represents  tne  council  as  agreeing  to  the  expedition  by  way  of  the 
Peninsula,  provided  the  rebel  steamer  Merrimac  could  first  be  neutralized.  That  im- 
portant provision  General  McCIellan  disregarded. 

•  •••••• 

The  second  particular  alluded  to  by  General  Hitchcock  was  in  refer- 
ence to  the  troops  left  for  the  defense  of  Washington,  which  has  been 
dispo8e4  of  above. 

In  regard  to  the  steamer  Merrimac  I  have  also  stated  that  so  far  as 
our  operations  on  York  Eiver  were  concerned  the  power  of  this  vessel 
was  neutralized.  I  now  proceed  to  give  some  of  the  evidence  which  in- 
fluenced me  in  coming  to  that  conclusion. 

Previous  to  our  departure  for  the  Peninsula,  Mr.  Watson,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  War,  was  sent  by  the  President  to  Fort  Monroe  to  consult 
with  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough  upon  this  subject.  The  result  of  that 
consultation  is  contained  in  the  following  extract  from  the  evidence  of 
Admiral  Goldsborough  before  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the 
War,  viz : 

I  told  Mr.  Watson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  President  might  make  his 
mind  perfectly  easy  about  the  Merrimac  going  up  York  River ;  that  she  could  never 
get  there,  for  I  had  ample  means  to  prevent  that. 

Capt.  G.  Y.  Fox,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  testifies  before  the 
committee  as  follows : 

General  McCIellan  expected  the  Navy  to  neutralize  the  Merrimac,  and  I  promised 
that  it  should  be  done. 

General  Keyes,  commanding  Fourth  Army  Corps,  testifies  as  follows 
before  the  committee: 

During  the  time  that  the  subject  of  the  change  of  base  was  discussed  I  had  refused 
to  consent  to  the  Peninsula  line  of  operations  until  I  had  sent  word  to  the  Navy  De- 
partment  and  asked  two  questions :  f^rst,  whether  the  Merrimac  was  certainly  neu- 
tralized  or  not.  Second,  whether  the  Navy  was  in  a  condition  to  co-oporate  efficiently 
with  the  Army  to  break  through  between  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point.  To  botn 
of  these  answers  were  returned  in  the  affirmative ;  that  is^  the  Merrimac  was  neutral- 
ized, and  the  Navy  was  in  a  condition  to  co-operate  efficiently  to  break  through  be- 
tween Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point. 

Before  starting  for  the  Peninsula  I  instructed  Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alex- 
ander, of  the  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers,  to  visit  Manassas  Junction  and 
its  vicinity,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  defensive  works 
necessary  to  enable  us  to  hold  that  place  with  a  small  force.  The 
accompanying  letters  from  Colonel  Alexander  will  show  what  steps 
were  taken  by  him  to  carry  into  eiiect  this  important  order.  I  regret 
to  say  that  those  who  succeeded  me  in  command  of  the  region  in  fh>Dt 
of  Washington,  whatever  were  the  fears  for  its  safety,  did  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  carry  out  my  plans  and  instructions  to  them.  Had  Manas- 
sas been  placed  in  condition  for  a  strong  defense  and  its  communica- 
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tions  secnred,  as  recommended  by  ColoDel  Alexander,  tbe  result  of 
General  Pope's  campaign  wonld  probably  have  been  difterent : 

Washinqton,  D.  C,  April  2,  1862. 

8iRc  Toa  will  proceed  to  Manassas  at  as  early  a  moment  as  practicable,  and  mark 
on  the  ground  the  works  for  the  defense  of  that  place  on  the  positions  which  I  indi- 
cated to  you  yesterday.  You  wili  find  two  carpenters  experienced  in  this  kind  of  work 
ready  to  accompany  yon,  by  calling  on  Mr.  Dougherty,  the  master  carpenter  of  the 
Thsasoiy  Extension.  Tiie  general  idea  of  the  defense  of  tliis  position  is  to  occupy  the 
fringe  of  elevation  which  hes  about  half  way  between  Manassas  depot  and  the  junc- 
tion of  the  railroad  with  a  series  of  works  open  to  the  rear,  so  that  they  may  be 
commanded  bv  the  work  hereafter  to  bo  described.  There  will  be  at  least  four  of 
these  works,  three  of  them  being  on  the  left  of  the  railroad  leading  from  Alexandria, 
at  the  positions  occnpied  by  the  enemy's  works ;  the  other  on  the  right  of  this  road, 
on  the  position  we  examined  yesterday.  The  works  of  tiio  enemy  to  the  north  of  this 
latter  position,  numbered  1  and  2  on  Lieutenant  Comstock's  sketch,  may  also  form  a 
nart  of  the  front  lino  of  our  defense,  but  the  sides  of  these  works  looking  towar^ 
Manassas  Station  should  be  leveled,  so  that  the  interior  of  the  works  maybe  seen  from 
the  latter  position.  Embrasures  should  be  arranged  in  all  these  works  for  field  artil- 
lery. The  approaches  should  be  such  that  a  battery  can  drive  into  the  works.  The 
nomber  of  embrasures  in  each  batter;^  will  dejiend  upon  its  size  and  the  ground  to  bo 
commanded.  It  is  supposed  there  will  be  from  four  to  eight  embrasures  in  each  bat* 
terr. 

Ae  other  works  of  the  enemy  looking  towards  the  east  and  south  may  be  strength- 
ened, so  as  to  afford  sufficient  defense  in  these  directions.  The  work  No.  3  in  Lieaton- 
aDt  Comstock's  sketch  may  be  also  strengthened  and  arranged  for  field  artillery  when 
time  wiU  permit.  This  work  is  in  a  good  position  to  cover  a  retreat,  which  would  be 
made  down  the  valley  in  which  the  railroad  runs  towards  Bull  Run.  At  Manassas 
Station  there  should  be  a  fort  constructed.  The  railroad  will  pass  through  this  fort<, 
and  the  depot,  if  there  should  be  one  built,  should  be  placed  in  its  rear.  This  latter 
work  should  be  regarded  as  the  key  to  the  position.  It  should  be  as  large  as  the 
nature  of  the  ground  will  permit. 

By  going  down  the  slopes,  which  are  not  steep,  it  may  be  made  large  enough  to 
accommodate  2,000  or  3,000  men.  The  top  of  the  position  need  not  be  cut  away ;  it 
will  be  better  to  throw  up  the  earth  into  a  large  traverse,  which  may  also  he  a  bomb- 
proof,  Its  proiilo  should  be  strong  and  its  ditches  should  be  flanked.  It  should  re- 
ceive a  heavy  armament  of  24  or  38  pounders,  with  some  rifled  (Parrott)  20  or  30 
ponnden.  Its  gnus  should  command  all  the  exterior  works,  so  that  these  works 
could  be  of  no  umc  to  the  enemy  should  he  take  them.  In  accommodating  the  fort  to 
the  ground  this  consideration  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

After  tracing  these  works  on  the  ground  you  will  make  a  sketch  embracing  the 
vhole  of  them,  showing  their  relative  positions  and  size.  This  sketch  should  em- 
brace the  Junction  of  the  railroads  and  the  ground  for  some  distance  around  the  main 
work.  It  need  not  be  made  with  extreme  accuracy.  The  distances  may  be  paced  or 
measured  with  a  tape-line.    The  bearings  may  be  taken  by  compass. 

Having  located  the  works  and  prepared  your  sketch,  you  will  report  to  Capt.  Fred- 
erick E.  Prime,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  who  will  famish  you  the  means  of  con- 
stmction. 

It  is  important  that  these  works  should  be  built  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Yoo  wiU  thereforo  expedite  matters  as  fast  as  possible. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
JJieutenatU-Colonelf  Aide^e-Camp. 

Capt.  Fbed.  R.  Muntheb,  Preeeni. 

Washington,  April  6, 1862. 

8iB:  I  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  I  gave  to  Captain 
Mmither  in  reference  to  the  defenses  of  Manassas. 

As  there  has  been  a  new  department  created  (that  of  the  Rappahannock),  it  is  posc 
siblo  that  you  and  I,  as  well  as  General  McClellau,  are  relieveu  from  the  further  con- 
nderation  of  this  subject  at  the  present  time. 

I  will,  however,  state  for  your  information,  should  the  subject  ever  come  before  you 
again,  that  in  my  opinion  the  communication  with  Manassas  by  land  should  be  secured. 

To  effect  this  in  the  best  manner,  so  far  as  my  observations  extend,  I  thipk  the 
1md|p  over  Bull  Run  near  Union  Mills  and  Just  above  the  railroad  bridge  should  be 
lebndt  or  thorouffhly  repaired,  and  that  a  small  work  or  two  or  .three  open  batteries 
•hould  be  erectecT on  the  ad^jaoent  heights  to  protect  it  as  well  as  the  railroad  bridge. 

The  commuaication  by  land  would  then  bo  through  or  near  CentrevUle^osi^r.uie 
road  used  by  the  enemy. 
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I  write  tais  for  fear  something  should  detain  me  hoe^  bat  I  hope  to  leare  have  to 
Join  you  to-morrow.    My  health  is  mnch  improved. 
Very  respeotfhUy,  yonx  obedient  servant, 

B.  8.  ALEXANDER, 
LltwtaumUCoUmdf  Aid&^U-Caa^ 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Barnard. 

Chief  Engineer,  Army  of  ike  PoUnna/e. 

I  may  be  permitted  also  to  mention  that  the  plans  (also  nnezecnted 
by  my  snccessor)  indicated  in  my  letter  of  instructions  to  Qeneral  Banks, 
dated  March  IG,  18G2,  for  intrenching  Chester  Gap  and  the  point  where 
the  Manassas  Bailroad  crosses  the  Shenandoah,  were  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  even  the  attempt  of  sach  a  raid  as  that  of  Jackson  in  the 
monUi  of  May  following. 

MILITABY  INOIDSNTB  OF  THE  FIRST  PERIOIK 

Before  taking  np  the  history  of  the  embarkation  and  Peninsola  cam- 
paign, I  should  remark  that  during  the  fiall  and  winter  of  1861-^62,  while 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  in  position  in  fi:ont  of  Washington,  recon- 
naissances were  made  from  time  to  time,  and  skirmishes  frequently 
occuired,  which  were  of  great  importance  to  the  education  of  the  troops, 
accustoming  them  to  the  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  giving  them  con- 
fidence under  fire.  There  were  many  instances  of  individiud  gallantry 
displayed  in  these  afihirs.  The  reports  of  them  will  be  found  among  the 
documents  which  accompany  this  report. 

One  of  the  most  brilliant  of  these  affairs  was  that  which  took  place 
at  Dranesville,  on  December  20,  ISGl.  when  the  third  brigade  of  McOall's 
division,  under  Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  0.  Ord,  with  Easton's  battery,  routed 
and  pursued  four  regiments  of  infiebntry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  a  battery 
of  six  pieces. 

The  operations  of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander,  on  the  Upper  Potomac, 
during  the  months  of  January  and  February,  1862,  frustrated  the  at- 
tempts of  Greneral  Jackson  against  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad, 
Gumberland,  &c,  and  obliged  him  to  iaM  back  to  Winchester.  His  con- 
stitution was  impaired  by  the  hardships  he  had  experienced,  and  on  the 
2d  March  the  fearless  General  Lander  expired,  a  victim  to  the  excessive 
fatigue  of  the  campaign. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McGLELLAIf, 

Major-Oeneraly  XT.  8.  Army. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas^ 

Adjuiant-Qeneral  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Barry^  Chief  of  ArtiUeryj  Army  of  the 
PotomaOy  of  the  organization  and  operations  of  the  artillery  of  that 
'army  from  July  25, 18G1,  to  8eptemier  1,  1862. 

WASHmoTON,  September  1,  1862. 

General  :  In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  Mi^or-General  McGlel- 
lan,  I  have  the  honor  to  give  some  account  of  the  history,  organization, 
and  operations  of  the  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  fh)m  July, 
1861,  to  September,  1862,  the  period  during  which  I  was  its  chie£ 
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When  Major-Gteneral  McGlellan  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
the  Division  of  the  Potomac  (July  25,  ISGl),  a  few  days  after  the  first 
hattle  of  Ball  Bnn^  the  whole  field  artillery  of  his  command  consisted 
of  no  more  than  parts  of  nine  batteries  or  thirty  pieces  of  various  and 
in  some  instances  unusual  and  unserviceable  calibers.  Most  of  these 
batteries  were  also  of  mixed  calibers,  and  they  were  insufficiently 
equipped  in  officers  and  men,  and  in  horses,  harness,  and  materifd 
generally. 

My  calculationB  were  based  upon  the  expected  immediate  expansion 
of  the  '^Division  of  the  Potomac"  into  the  ^^  Army  of  the  Potomac,"  to 
consist  of  at  least  100,000  inflBkntry.  Considerations  of  the  peculiar 
character  and  extent  of  the  force  to  be  employed,  of  the  probable  field 
and  character  of  operations,  of  the  utmost  efficiency  of  the  arm,  and  of 
the  limits  imposed  by  the  as  yet  undeveloped  resources  of  the  nation, 
led  to  the  following  general  propositions  o£fered  by  me  to  M%jor-Oeneral 
McClellan,  and  wlach  received  his  full  approval: 

lat  That  the  proportion  of  artillenr  ahonld  be  in  the  ratio  of  at  least  two  and  a  half 
pieces  to  1,000  men,  to  be  expanded  If  possible  to  three  pieces  to  1,000  men. 

2d.  That  the  proportion  of  rifled  gnns  should  be  restricted  to  the  system  of  the  U. 
S.  Ordnance  Department,  and  of  Parrott  and  the  smooth  bore  (with  the  exception  of 
s  few  howitsers  for  special  service)  to  be  exclusively  the  isi-pounder  sun  of  the  model 
of  1^7,  variooaly  called  the  *'  gun  howitzer,"  the  **  light  IS-ponnder,''  or  the  '*  Napo- 
leon." 

3d.  That  each  field  battery  should,  if  practicable,  be  composed  of  six  guns,  and  none 
to  be  less  than  four  gnns,  and  in  all  oases  the  guns  of  each  battery  should  be  of  uni- 
form caliber. 

4th.  That  the  field  batteries  were  to  be  assigned  to  divisions  and  not  to  brigades, 
iod  in  the  proportion  of  four  to  each  division,  of  which  one  was  to  be  a  battery  of 
ngulsTB,  the  remainder  of  volunteers ;  the  captain  of  the  regular  battery  to  be  the 
eommander  of  artiUery  of  the  division.  In  the  event  of  severiu  divisions  constituting 
•0  army  ootpe,  at  least  one-half  of  the  divisional  artillery  was  to  constitute  the  reser\'e 
artillery  of  the  corps. 

5th.  That  the  artillery  reserve  of  the  whole  army  should  consist  of  100  guns,  and 
sboald  comnrise,  besides  a  sufficient  number  of  light  mounted  batteries,  all  of  the 
gnns  of  position,  and  until  the  cavalry  was  massed  all  the  horse  artillery. 

6th.  That  the  amount  of  ammunition  to  accompany  the  field  battenes  was  not  to 
be  lesB  than  400  rounds  i>er  gun. 

7th.  A  siege  train  of  fifty  pieces.  This  was  subsequently  expanded  (for  special 
senrics  at  the  siege  of  Torktown;  to  very  nearly  100  pieces,  and  comprised  the  unn- 
sosl  cahbers  and  enormously  heavy  weight  of  metal  of  two  200-pounders,  five  lOO- 
poonders,  and  ten  i:{-inch  sea-coast  mortm. 

8th.  That  instruction  in  the  theorv  and  practice  of  gunnery,  as  weU  as  in  the  tactics 
of  the  arm,  was  to  be  given  to  the  omcors  and  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  volun- 
teer batteries  by  the  study  of  suitable  text-books  and  by  actual  recitations  iu  each 
division,  under  the  direction  of  the  regular  officer  commanding  the  divisional  artillery. 

9th.  That  personal  inspections,  as  Srequent  as  the  nature  of  circumstances  would 
permit,  should  be  made  by  me,  to  be  assured  of  the  strict  observance  of  the  estab- 
liibed  organization  and  drill  snd  of  the  special  regulations  and  orders  issued  from 
time  to  time  under  the  authority  of  the  commandmg  general,  and  to  note  the  pro- 
gresnve  improvement  of  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  volunteer  batteries,  and 
the  actual  fitness  for  field  service  of  the  whole,  both  regular  and  volunteer. 

[lOtlL]  A  variety  of  unexpected  circumstances  conspired  to  compel 
in  some  degree  trifling  modifications  of  these  general  propositions,  but 
in  the  main  they  scrupulously  formed  the  basis  of  the  organization  of 
the  artillery  of  the  Aiiny  of  the  Potomac  This  sudden  and  extensive 
expansion  of  the  artillery  arm  of  the  nation  taxed  far  beyond  their  ca- 
pacities the  various  arsenals  and  private  founderies  which  had  hitherto 
exdusively  supplied  to  the  United  States  the  requisite  ordnance  mate- 
rial The  Ordnance  Department  promptly  met  my  requisitions  by  en- 
larging as  far  as  possible  the  operations  of  the  arsenals  of  supply  and 
oanstmction  and  by  the  extensive  employment  of  private  contractors. 
The  use  of  contract  work,  while  it  gave  increased  facility  in  meeting 


G8  OPERATIONS  m  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND   W.   VA.        [Cuap.  XIV. 

promptly  the  saddenly-increased  demand,  was  the  unavoidable  cause 
of  introducing  into  the  service  much  inferior  ordnance  material.  The 
gun-carriages  were  particularly  open  to  this  objection,  and  their  bad 
construction  was  in  more  than  one  instance  Qie  unfortunate  occasion  of 
the  loss  of  field  guns. 

[11th.]  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  Ordnance 
Department  in  the  main  kept  the  supply  constantly  up  to  Uie  demand, 
and  by  cheerful  and  ready  attention  to  complaints  and  the  prompt  crea- 
tion of  the  requisite  means  enabled  me  to  withdraw  inferior  material 
and  substitute  such  as  was  found  to  be  more  reliable. 

[12th.J  To  Lieutenant-Colonel  Bamsay,  in  command  of  Washington 
Arsenal,  to  Lieutenant  Bradford,  his  assistant,  and  to  Captain  Benton, 
in  the  office  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  these  remarks  in  particular  apply. 
To  their  promptness,  industry,  and  active  general  co-oi>eration  am  I 
indebted  in  a  great  degree  for  the  means  which  enabled  me  to  orgafuze 
such  an  immense  artillery  force  in  so  short  a  time. 

[13th.]  As  has  been  before  stated,  the  whole  of  the  field  artillery  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  July  25, 1861,  was  comprised  in  nine  imper- 
fectly-equipped batteries  of  30  guns,  650  men,  and  400  horses.  In 
March,  1802,  when  the  whole  army  took  the  field,  it  consisted  of  ninety- 
two  batteries  of  520  guns,  12,500  men,  and  11,000  horses,  fully  equipp<^ 
and  in  readiness  for  active  field  service.  Of  the  whole  force  thirty  bat- 
teries were  regulars  and  sixty-two  batteries  volunteers.  During  this 
short  period  of  seven  months  all  of  this  immense  amount  of  material 
was  issued  to  me  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  artillery  troops  after 
their  arrival  in  Washington.  About  one-quarter  of  all  the  volunteer 
batteries  brought  with  Uiem  from  their  respective  States  a  few  guns 
and  carriages,  but  they  were  nearly  all  of  such  peculiar  caliber  as  to 
lack  uniformity  with  the  more  modern  and  more  ser\iceable  ordnance 
with  which  I  was  arming  the  other  batteries,  and  they  therefore  had  to 
be  withdrawn  and  replaced  by  more  suitable  material.  While  about 
one-sixth  came  supplied  with  horses  and  harness,  less  than  one-tenth 
were  apparently  fully  equipped  for  service  when  they  reported  to  me, 
and  every  one  of  those  required  the  supply  of  many  deficiencies  of  ma- 
terial and  very  extensive  instruction  in  the  theory  and  practice  of  their 
special  arm. 

[14th.]  When  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  the  1st  of  April  embarked 
for  Fort  Monroe  and  the  Virginia  Peninsula  the  field-artillery  force 
which  had  been  organized  was  disposed  of  as  follows,  viz : 

Bfttteries.  Gana. 

Detached  for  service  in  the  Department  of  Sonth  Carolina 2  12 

Detached  for  service  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina 1  G 

Detached  for  service  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf 1  6 

Detached  for  service  in  the  command  of  Mi^or-General  Dix 3  20 

Detached  for  service  in  the  Mountain  Department  (division  Blonker) ....  3  18 

First  Corps  (Major-Oeneral  McDowell) 12  GS 

Fifth  Corps  (Matjor-General  Banks) 13  59 

Defenses  of  Washington  (Brigadier-General  Wadsworth) 7  32 

42     221 
Embarked  March  15  to  April  1,  1862,  for  the  Peninsula 52     21X) 

[loth.]  The  operations  on  the  Peninsula  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
commenced  with  a  field-artillery  force  of  fifty-two  batteries,  of  290  guns. 
To  this  must  be  added  the  field  artillery  of  Franklin's  division  of  Mc- 
Dowell's corps,  which  joined  a  few  days  before  the  capture  of  Yorktown, 
but  was  not  disembarked  from  its  transports  for  service  until  after  the 
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battle  of  Williamsburg,  and  the  field  artillery  of  McCall's  division  of 
3IcDowell'8  corps  (foar  batteries,  22  firaDs),  which  joined  in  Jnne,  a  few 
days  before  the  battle  of  Mechanicsville,  Jnne  26, 1862,  making  a  grand 
total  of  field  artillery  at  any  time  with  the  army  on  the  Peninsula  of 
sixty  batteries,  of  343  guns.  With  this  large  force,  serving  in  six  corps 
d'am^  of  eleven  divisions  and  the  artillery  resen-e,  the  only  general 
and  field  officers  were  I  brigadier-general,  4  colonels,  3  lieutenant-colo- 
nels, and  3  majors,  a  number  obviously  insufficient,  and  which  impaired 
to  a  great  degree  (in  consequence  of  the  want  of  rank  and  official  influence 
ofthecooimanders  of  corps  and  divisional  artillery)  the  efficiency  of  the 
arms.  As  this  faulty  organization  can  be  suitably  corrected  only  by 
le^slative  action,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the  attention  of  the  proper 
aa^orities  may  be  at  an  early  day  invited  to  it. 

[16th.]  When  tliere  were  so  many  newly-organized  volunteer  field  bat- 
terfts,  many  of  whom  received  their  first  and  only  instruction  in  the 
intrenched  camps  covering  Washington  during  the  three  or  four  inclem- 
ent months  of  the  winter  of  1861-'G2,  there  was,  of  course,  much  to  be 
improved.  Many  of  the  volunteer  batteries,  however,  evinced  such  zeal 
and  intelligence  and  availed  themselves  so  industriously  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  regular  officer,  their  commander,  and  of  the  example  of  the 
re^nilar  battery,  their  associate,  that  they  made  rapid  xirogress  and 
attained  a  degree  of  proficiency  highly  creditable. 

[17th.]  Special  detailed  reports  have  been  made  and  transmitted  by  me 
of  tiie  general  artillery  operations  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and  by 
th^r  immediate  commanders  of  the  services  of  the  field  batteries  at  the 
battles  of  Williamsburg,  Hanover  Court-House,and  those  severt'^ly  con- 
tested ones  comprised  in  the  operations  in  front  of  Richmond.  To 
these  several  reports  I  respectfully  refer  the  commanding  general  for 
details  of  services  as  creditable  to  the  artillery  of  the  United  States  as 
they  are  honorable  to  the  gallant  officers  and  brave  and  patient  en- 
listed men,  who  with  but  few  exceptions,  struggling  through  difficulties, 
overcoming  obstacles,  and  bearing  themselves  nobly  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle, stood  faithfully  to  their  guns,  performing  their  various  duties  with 
a  steadiness,  a  devotion,  and  a  gallantry  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

[18th.]  For  the  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  it  is  but  simple 
jnstioe  to  claim  that,  in  contributing  its  aid  to  the  other  two  arms  as  far 
as  lay  in  its  power,  it  did  its  whole  duty  faithfully  and  intelligently,  and 
that  on  more  than  one  occasion  (the  battle  of  Malvern  particularly)  it 
confessedly  saved  the  army  from  serious  disaster. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  BARRY, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  late  Chief  of  Artillery  Army  of  the  Potomdo. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- Qeneral. 


No.  3. 


B/ej^  of  Maj,  Albert  J,  Mye)'^  Chief  Signal  Officer j  U.  8.  Army,  of  the 
iigiULl  service  in  the  Army  oj  the  Potomac,  from  Avgust  14,  18G1,  to 
March  23, 1862,  and  of  signal  detachments  in  other  commands. 

Office  of  the  Signal  Officer, 
Washingtan,  D.  C,  October  21,  1862. 

Gekeral:  The  Chief  Signal  Officer,  then  serving  at  headquarters 
I>e])artment  of  Virginia,  was,  by  Special  Orders,  No.  26,  directed  to 
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report  for  daty  at  the  headquarters  of  the  then  Division  of  the  Potomac, 
on  August  14,  1861.  This  order  was  consequent  upon  information 
which  had  bectn  received  that  our  forces  on  the  Upper  Potomac  needed 
intercommunication  between  the  diiterent  divisions,  and  also  to  the 
fsLCt  that  attention  had  been  called  at  that  part  of  our  lines  and  along 
our  front  before  Washington  to  the  telegraphic  field  signals  of  the 
enemy.  The  general  commanding  the  then  Division  of  the  Potomac 
required  a  signal  line  to  connect  the  right  of  his  anny  with  the  forces 
surrounding  Washington.  Orders  to  this  efifect  were  received  on  the 
same  day,  verbally,  from  the  general  commanding  the  army  and  by 
the  letter  herewith  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

The  organization  of  the  signal  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
was  commenced  on  the  issue  of  the  order  herewith.  On  this  order 
officers  and  men  were  collected  from  various  regiments  and  were 
gathered  at  small  camps  of  instruction,  which  were  formed  at  PoSles- 
viUe,  Md.,  then  the  headquarters  of  General  Stone ;.  on  the  top  of  Sugar 
Loaf  Mountain,  a  prominent  mountain  in  Maryland,  and  at  Hyatts- 
town,  then  the  headquarters  of  Greneral  Banks.  These  camps  were 
respectively  in  charge  of  Lieuts.  Theodore  S.  Dnmont,  Fifth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer;  Evan  Thomas,  Fourth  Artillery, 
17.  S.  Army^nd  acting  signal  officer,  and  Leonard  F.  Hepburn,  Fourth 
New  York  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer,  who,  instructed  and 
previously  serving  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya..  had  oeen  ordered  to  aid  in 
the  formation  of  this  party.  The  course  of  instruction  in  signal  duty 
was  commenced  at  the  camps  mentioned  while  the  officers  there  sta- 
tioned had  communication  by  signals  between  them. 

On  the  31st  August,  1861,  the  central  signal  camp  of  instruction 
was  established  at  Bra  Hill,  Gk^orgetown,  D.  C.  The  detaclunent  of 
officers  and  men  detailed  for  signal  duty  ^oi  the  Pennsylvania  Re- 
serve Yolunteer  Corps  and  on  examination  approved  for  instruction 
was  the  first  received  at  this  camp. 

On  the  12th  of  September,  1861,  the  approved  officers  and  men  of 
the  detachments  from  the  Upper  Potomac  were  here  concentrated. 
The  next  day  the  new  camp  was  organized,  the  courses  of  instruction 
were  decided  upon,  and  the  central  signal  camp  of  instruction  in 
Georgetown  became  the  school  for  all  the  acting  signal  officers  of  the 
Army. 

For  the  successful  management  and  control  of  this  camp  of  instrac- 
tion  much  credit  is  due  to  the  efficient  co-opeiation  of  the  then  First 
Lieutenant  Samuel  T.  Gushing,  Second  Infantry,  U.  S.  Army,  actin^^ 
signal  officer,  who.  from  the  day  of  its  formation  until  it  was  abandoned, 
associated  with  tue  Chief  Signal  Officer,  labored  zealously  and  with 
perseverance  to  fit  the  officers  and  men  there  under  instruction  to  hon- 
orably bear  their  parts  in  the  campaigns  of  the  war  then  just  opening. 

The  organizing,  instructing,  disciplining,  and  retaining  for  service  the 
signal  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  (from  which  all  other  detach- 
ments of  the  signal  corps  in  the  United  States  have  directly  or  indi- 
rectly sprung)  was  attended  with  many  circumstances  of  interest  and 
many  of  difficulty.  It  was  a  work  of  no  ordinary  toil  to  originate  and 
to  [)ut  in  the  field  in  the  time  of  such  a  war  a  corps  before  unknown. 
There  were  duties  to  be  performed  in  the  face  of  prejudices  which  were 
childish,  and  in  spite  of  oppositions  bom  of  ignorance.  The  narrative 
of  these  early  days  and  the  recital  of  the  modes  in  which  step  by  step 
the  signal  corps  won  its  way  will  form  a  part  of  a  general  report  to  the 
Chief  Signal  Officer. 

At  the  signal  camp  of  instruction  the  officers  and  men  were  taught 
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the  maaaal  of  the  siffnal  apparatus,  and  they  were  practiced  to  send 
messages  of  any  kind  and  of  any  nnmber  of  words  by  telegraphic  siff- 
nals.  The  apparatus  nsed  is  now  well  known  to  the  general  command- 
log.  It  is  sofflcieut,  thonefore,  to  say  that,  by  the  motions  of  a  single 
H^y  attached  to  a  staff,  held  and  worked  by  the  hands  of  one  man,  in 
the  day,  or  by  the  simimr  motions  of  a  lighted  torch,  fastened  to  the 
staff  instead  of  a  flag,  at  night,  a  single  man  is  convened  into  a  semar 
phore,  useful  for  any  distances  at  which  the  signs  made  are  visible 
either  witii  the  naked  eye  or  with  telescopes. 

The  officers  were  instructed  in  countersign  signals,  by  which  to  dis- 
tinguish friendly  regiments,  and  in  the  employment  of  colored  lights 
and  rockets  as  signals.  They  were  habituated  by  constant  use  to  the 
management  of  the  telescope.  They  were  taught  the  drill  of  the  flag- 
man. They  learned  to  ride,  and  were  instructed  how  to  provide  for 
tiiemselves  and  their  parties  in  the  neld.  The^  were  taught  some 
duties  of  reconnaissance.  They  were  fresh  firom  civil  life ;  it  was  aimed 
to  give  them  something  of  ^e  feeling  and  habits  of  soldiers. 

It  was  from  the  beginning  the  intention  to  place  in  charge  of  this 
corps  the  flying  or  field  dectric  telegraphs,  for  use  upon  the  field  of 
battle  or  in  the  immediate  presence  of  llie  enemy.  These  were  to  be 
similar  in  their  general  construction  to  those  telegraphic  trains  at  a 
later  day  brought  into  use  on  the  Peninsula.  The  eflbrts  to  procure 
these  trains  were  thwarted  to  some  extent  by  the  actions  of  persons 
▼ho  seemed  to  greatly  desire  that  all  the  duties  of  electric  telegraphy 
should  be  in  the  hands  of  civilians,  and  in  part,  perhaps,  by  the  hesi- 
tation of  officers  in  authority  to  become  responsible  by  favoring  it  for 
the  success  of  what  was  then  an  experiment  in  our  service.  I  did  all 
I  could  to  obtain  authority  and  the  means  to  properly  fit  such  trains 
to  accompany  the  army  on  the  march.  In  the  early  days  of  the  war  I 
could  not  obtain  the  asked  permission  to  organize  a  party  or  to  draw 
on  the  Departments  for  supplies.  Later,  when  I  submitted  plans  and 
further  requests  on  this  subject,  they  were  either  not  answered  or 
received  non-committal  replies.  Eeftimates  accompanying  my  annual 
report  of  November  10, 1862,  were  not  acted  upon. 

With  embarrassments  of  this  nature  the  work  could  not  be  success- 
folly  carried  on.  It  was  only  when  the  Army  was  feurly  in  the  field 
that  the  plans  began  to  receive  some  favorable  attention  and  some 
snpport  One  train  wa&  however^  partially  completed,  and  the  officers 
of  the  corps  were  fiEuniiiarized  with  its  use.  This  was  the  first  mov- 
able telegraphic  train  of  which  there  is  record,  as  made  for  the  United 
States  Army. 

OOUNTEBSION  SIGNALS. 

On  October  17, 1861,  the  order  for  the  adoption  of  countersign  signals 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  issued  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Officer.  To  acquire  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  use  of  these 
signals,  to  procure  and  issue  the  necessary  supplies,  and  to  insti-uct  the 
designated  officers  in  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  regiments  and  organi- 
zations comprised  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  occupied  much  of  the 
attention  and  employed  much  of  the  time  of  the  forming  corps  until 
late  in  December.  The  theory  of  these  signals  was  good ;  the  apparatus 
was  convenient ;  the  modes  of  making  the  signals  were  practicable. 
Experience  has  shown,  however,  that  in  a  new  army  these  signals  will 
not  be  safely  used  unless  an  organized  corps  of  signal  officers  accom- 
pany such  an  army.    The  failure  of  Congress  to  organize  a  signal  corps 
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daring  the  session  of  18G1~'62  le<l,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Chief 
Signal  Oilicer,  to  the  suspension,  in  October,  1862,  of  the  use  of  counter- 
sign signals  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  They  were  of  practical  use 
on  some  lew  occasions,  and  it  is  probable  beneficially  influenced  the 
army,  in  so  far  as,  by  leading  the  men  to  presume  that  signals  would 
always  distinguish  their  enemies  from  their  friends,  they  preventeil  the 
stampedes  and  panic  firings  which  by  their  sad  resulti}  had  early  in 
the  war  so  moved  the  nation.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  with  the  im- 
proving organization  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  this  use,  first 
tested  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  will  be  perfected  and  made  general. 

OUTPOST  AND  SCOUT  SIGNALS. 

In  December,  1861,  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  was  ordered  to  prepare  a 
plan  for  outpost  and  scout  signals,  or  signs  by  which  troops  upon  oat>- 
posts  and  with  scouting  parties  might  recognize  Iriendly  forces.  These 
signals  were  for  some  months  used  along  the  lines  in  front  of  and  near 
Washington  and  after  the  army  had  taken  the  field  on  the  Peninsula. 
The  verj'  general  use  attempted  tq  be  made  of  them  in  so  great  an 
army  was  always  of  doubtful  value.  There  was  danger  that  troops 
widely  separated,  of  different  intelligence  and  of  difierent  nations,  could 
not  bo  rightly  instructed.  The  proper  employment  of  signals  of  this 
character  is  for  especial  occasions  and  for  especial  troops.  Their  use 
(from  the  beginning  neglected)  was  formally  abandoned  while  the  army 
was  upon  the  Chickahominy,  in  June,  1862. 

Early  in  Januar^^,  1862,  the  force  at  the  signal  camp  of  instruction, 
at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  was  largely  increased  by  a  detail  of  3  officers  and 
6  men,  ordered  from  each  brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which 
had  not  previously  furnished  its  quota.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  officers 
thus  ordered  failed  to  report. 

OQIGIN  OF  THE  SIGNAL  COUPS  OF  THE  ABMY. 

The  officers  and  men  detailed  for  signal  service  manifested  interest 
in  the  study  of  their  duties,  and  as  a  corps  early  attained  an  advanced 
preparation.  The  character  of  their  employment  attracted  much  atten- 
tion. Small  signal  parties  had  been  left  stationed  at  Poolesville,  on 
Sugar  Loaf  Mountain,  and  at  Seneca,  Md.  These  ]K)ints  were  in  daily 
communication.  The  simplicity  of  the  apparatus  with  which  the  officers 
conversed ;  their  power  of  communicating  at  distances  of  many  miles 
and  in  the  night  as  well  as  in  the  day;  the  incomprehensible  orders 
given  by  the  officers  to  the  flagmen,  and  the  seemingly  moi'e  incom- 
prehensible evolutions  ^nth  flags  and  torches,  were,  in  and  out  of  the 
army,  subjects  of  ceaseless  comment. 

Like  comment  was  elicited  by  the  work  of  officers  sent  out  to  practico 
in  the  vicinity  of  Washington,  and  who  were  found  at  all  hours  of  the 
night  as  well  as  day  scattered  about  the  country,  miles  from  camp,  on 
towers  or  on  prominent  heights,  busily  telegraphing,  and  with  airs  of 
sage  importance  and  mystery,  messages  as  lessons  of  practice.  In  the 
newspaper  histories  of  the  war  the  signal  camp  of  instruction  will  be 
found  to  have  a  special  mention. 

The  organization  of  the  signal  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
(then  the  grand  army  of  the  United  States)  became  a  fact  of  general 
knowledge.  As  other  armies  were  formed  or  expeditions  were  prepared, 
skilled  officers  and  men  sent  from  the  parent  camp  formed  with  these 
armies,  with  other  officers  and  men  by  them  instructed,  the  different 
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detachments  of  the  acting  signal  corps  which,  serving  in  the  various 
geographical  departments,  have  carried  the  signal  flag  on  so  many 
fields  in  this  war.  The  details  lor  this  purpose  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  were  as  follows,  viz: 

DETACHMENTS. 

Early  in  the  month  of  October,  1861,  the  expedition  of  the  combined 
land  and  naval  forces,  afterwards  styled  the  ''Port  Boyal  Expedition," 
was  contemplated.  On  the  application  of  General  Thomas  W.  Sher- 
man, commanding  the  expedition,  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  was  ordered 
to  detail  signal  officers  to  accompany  it.  A  piirty  of  7  signal  officers, 
with  14  men,  equipped,  commanded  by  Lieut.  E.  J.  Kcenan,  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps,  and  acting  signal  officer,  joined 
the  expedition  for  duty  a  few  days  before  it  sailed  from  Annapolis. 
The  brilliant  success  of  this  party,  achieved  by  the  gallantry  and  the 
labor  of  the  officers  and  men  composing  it,  contributed  to  the  success 
of  the  expedition  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  corps.  The  detach- 
ment of  the  signal  corps  now  serving  in  South  Carolina  had  hence  its 
origin. 

In  December,  ISGl,  an  application  was  made  by  Mtyor-General  Buell. 
then  commanding  the  Department  of  the  Ohio,  for  a  detail  of  •signal 
officers  to  be  sent  to  him.  There  was  some  vacillation  about  the  move- 
ment of  this  party,  the  order  to  send  and  to  retain  it  being  for  a  time 
alternated.  At  last,  however,  a  detachment  of  5  officers  and  10  men. 
equipped,  was  sent  to  General  Buell.  The  signal  party  now  commandea 
by  Capt.  Jesse  Merrill,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Volunteer  Corps^ 
and  acting  signal  officer,  and  ser\ing  with  General  Rosecrans  in  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland,  took  its  origin  from  this  detail.  The 
difficulties  encountered  by  this  paity,  in  the  unfavorable  character  of 
the  country,  the  situation  and  condition  of  the  forces,  the  want  of  ex- 
perience of  the  officers  composing  it,  and  the  semi-official  opposition  of 
other  officers,  who  knew  nothing  of  its  duties,  have  not  been  surpassed. 
That  the  corps  through  all  its  difficulties  maintained  its  organization 
and  has  attained  the  iK>sition  it  now  holds  under  General  llosecrans  has 
proven  some  intrinsic  value  in  its  duties  and  much  merit  in  the  officers 
who  organized  and  have  comiK)sed  it. 

A  few  days  before  the  sailing  of  the  Bumside  expedition  for  North 
Carolina  there  was  received  the  application,  made  by  General  Bumside, 
for  a  signal  party  to  be  deUuled  to  his  army,  and  the  order  to  make  the 
detail.  Three  officers  and  G  men.  equipped,  and  commanded  by  Lieut. 
Joseph  Fricker,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Resen'e  Volunteer  Corps,  and 
acting  signal  officer,  reported  at  Annapolis  to  accompany  this  expedi- 
tion. A  class  of  22  officers  was  there  detailed  and  its  instruction 
commenced.  At  this  time  there  was  in  the  hands  of  the  signal  officer, 
to  supply  the  whole  Army  of  the  United  States,  the  sum  of  $208.94. 
Such  scanty  equipment  as  could  be  gathered  was  hurried  to  this  party 
as  it  was  embarking  from  Annai>olis.  It  accompanied  the  exi>editioiL 
Twenty -five  officers,  with  their  men,  were  crowded  in  one  small  schooner. 
They  were  driven  oft'  the  coast  in  the  gale  which  so  severely  damaged 
the  Burnside  licet,  and  among  their  earliest  ex])eriences  in  the  service 
was  that  of  a  sea  voyage  of  three  weeks'  duration  from  Fortress  Mon- 
roe to  Hatteras.  Arriving  at  last  at  Hatteras,  they  were  at  once  in 
action  at  Boanoke  Island.  The  care  with  which  the  usefulness  of  this 
party  was  developed  by  General  Bumside  was  repaid  by  their  services 
in  every  engagement  in  his  department.  They  originated  the  detach- 
ment of  the  signal  cori)s  now  in  2sorth  Carolina. 
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On  the  10th  of  March,  1802,  after  the  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac to  Alexandria,  following  the  evacoation  of  Manassas,  two  detach- 
ments, each  of  3  officers  and  6  men,  equipped  and  supplied  with 
extra  stores,  were  ordered  to  report,  the  one  in  charge  of  Lient.  J.  B. 
Lndwick,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Besen^e  Volunteer  Corps,  and  acting 
signal  officer,  to  Msg.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  then  commanding  the  De- 
partment of  the  Mississippi  at  Saint  Louis,  the  other  in  charge  of  lient 
B.  H.  Bussell,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Volunteer  Corps,  and  acting 
signal  officer,  to  M%j.  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler,  commanding  the  Department 
of  the  Gulf. 

The  party  reporting  to  General  Halleck  formed  under  the  orders  of 
that  officer  a  class  of  20  officers  and  40  men.  This  party  was  instructed, 
equipped,  and  prepared  to  take  thi>  field.  A  detadiment  from  it  servea 
at  Fort  Saint  Charles,  White  Biver. 

At  the  time  the  whole  party  was  reported  for  duty  in  the  field  and 
for  some  weeks  after  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi  lay  before  Corinth* 
The  country  was  unfJAvorable  for  their  operations,  and  it  was,  perhaps, 
not  contemplated  that  Uiat  army  "was  to  move,  or  that  there  might  be 
service  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  incurrent  rivers.  The 
officers  composing  the  party  were  ordered  by  the  general  commanding 
to  r^'oin  their  regiments,  and  the  organisation  was  thus  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1862,  broken  up.  The  operations  of  the  fall  and  winter  of  1862-'63 
have  made  it  necessary  to  repeat  the  labor  of  the  past  spring,  and  to 
instruct  and  form  anew  the  party  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

The  detachment  detailed  for  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  reached, 
after  many  delays,  the  headquarters  of  General  Butler  after  the  capture 
of  New  Orleans.  A  party  was  organized  and  instructed  for  service  in 
this  department.  It  served  successfully  at  the  battle  of  Bayou  La 
Fourche.  It  constitutes  now  a  part  of  the  corps  serving  under  General 
N.  P.  Banks. 

From  the  date  of  the  first  order,  in  August,  1861,  a  party  of  8  officere 
and  16  men,  commanded  by  Lieut.  VV.  W.  Bowley,  Twenty-eighth  New 
York  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer,  was  left  to  serve  with  the 
forces  under  Greneral  Banks.  During  the  lall  and  through  the  winter 
and  until  the  advance  of  the  force  of  that  general  into  the  valley  of 
the  Shenandoah,  this  party  held  stations  of  observation  and  communi- 
cation on  Maryland  Heights,  on  the  heights  at  Point  of  Bocks,  on  Sugar 
Loaf  Mountain,  at  Poolesville,  Md.,  and  on  the  ridge  at  Seneca.  The 
labors  and  the  usefulness  of  this  party  elicited  the  theuiks  of  the  general 
under  whom  it  served. 

Early  in  February,  1862,  a  movement  of  the  forces  under  General 
Hooker  on  the  Lower  Potomac  was  contemplated.  They  were,  it  was 
said,  to  cross  the  river  for  an  advance  upon  the  enemy.  A  detachment 
of  8  officers  and  25  men,  equipped  and  mounted,  commanded  by  Lieut 
B.  F.  Fisher,  Third  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Volunteer  Corps,  and  acting 
signal  officer,  reported  to  General  Hooker  for  service  in  the  expecteu 
engagement.  The  enemy  abandoned  their  batteries  before  an  attack 
was  made,  and  the  river  was  crossed  without  opposition.  The  party 
rejoined  the  main  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  Alexandria  in  April,  and 
accompanied  it  to  the  Peninsula. 

MOVEMENT  OF  THE  COBPS  TO  ACCOMPANY  THE  ABMT. 

In  the  early  days  of  March,  1862,  the  improving  condition  of  the 
roads  indicating  that  a  movement  of  the  army  would  be  soon  practical 
ble,  the  corps  was  mobilized. 
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At  midnight  on  the  9th  of  March,  1862,  the  order  of  the  general  com- 
manding  the  army,  directing  the  corps  to  take  the  field,  was  received  at 
the  signal  camp  of  instmction. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  the  10th  of  March  an  order  was  received  directing  the 
field  telegraphic  train  to  be  on  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  ready  to  move 
with  the  commanding  general  at  daylight.  This  train  had  not  been 
completed  and  was  not  ready  for  the  field. 

The  camp  was  struck  before  daylight.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of 
March  the  dififerent  sections  had  either  arrived  at  the  points  indi- 
cated in  Special  Orders,  No.  41,  or  were  so  near  those  positions  that  the 
chiefs  of  sections  had  reported  in  jHsrson  to  the  different  generals. 
One  section  alone  was  prevented  by  impassable  roads  from  reporting 
before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  The  headquarters  of  the 
signal  corps  were  established  on  the  night  of  the  10th  at  FairfEix  Conrt- 
Honse,  Ya. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  information  was  received  that  the  ene- 
my had  evacuated  Manassas  and  were  rapidly  falling  back  towards  the 
Rappahannock.  On  the  morning  of  the  l2th  signal  stations  were  estab- 
lished on  the  heights  at  Gentreville  and  among  the  ruins,  yet  smoking, 
at  Manassas.  The  advance  station  at  Manassas^  in  charge  of  Lieut.  J. 
R  Lndwick,  acting  signal  officer,  was  some  miles  beyond  our  pickets, 
and  with  no  guard.  These  stations  were  held  with  some  risk  and  much 
labor  while  the  army  lay  at  Fairfax  Gonrt-House. 

An  effort  was  made  to  connect  Manassas  Junction  and  Union  Mills 
by  a  line  of  signals.  The  attempt  Mled  because  it  was  found  that  to 
do  BO  would  require  more  stations  than  officers  could  be  spared  to  com- 
mand. 

In  the  reconnaissances  made  by  signal  officers  of  our  army  there  was 
fcmnd  a  station  occupied  by  the  signal  officers  of  the  rebel  army  before 
and  at  the  time  of  the  first  battle  of  Manassas.  There  is  perhaps  no 
country  better  formed  by  nature  for  the  successful  use  of  signal  com- 
muiication  than  on  and  near  this  battle-field.  It  was  a  subject  of 
regretful  remembrance  that  the  Army  of  the  United  States  had  not 
fiecored  for  it  in  that  battle  such  aid  as  signals  might  have  given  it. 

On  the  14th  of  March  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
were  established  near  Alexandria,  Ya.  The  detachments  of  the  signal 
ODips  were  quartered  in  that  village. 

BATTLE  OP  WINGHESTEB. 

While  the  army  lay  here  the  report  of  the  battle  of  Winchester,  fought 
l^  General  Banks  in  the  vallev  of  the  Shenandoah,  was  received.  Men- 
tion of  this  battle  is  made  in  this  report  for  the  reason  that  the  corps 
commanded  by  Ctoneral  Banks  was  at  that  time  a  part  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  that  the  signal  corps  serving  with  him  was  a  part  of 
that  originally  formed  for  that  army.  Stations  were  established  in  this 
action  on  the  right,  the  left,  and  the  center  of  the  line  engaged,  and  also 
to  the  rear,  communicating  with  the  general  commanding  at  Winchester. 
The  full  reports  of  Lieut  W.  W.  Rowley,  Twenty  eighth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, and  acting  signal  officer,  and  his  officers,  clearly  define  the  posi- 
tions tt^en  by  them  on  that  field  and  the  services  they  rendered.  lieu- 
tenant Rowley  has  mentioned  in  his  report  the  names  of  Lieuts.  D.  A. 
Taylo]^  Third  New  York  Artillery,  and  acting  signal  officer;  S.  D.  By- 
ram,  Sixteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer;  W.  L. 
Lamed,  First  Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer ;  J.  H. 
Bpeucer,  f^t  Minnesota  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer ;  J.  H. 
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Fralick,  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Yolnnteers,  and  acting  signal  officer: 
F.  N.  Wicker,  Twenty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal 
officer;  I.  J.  Harvey,  Second  Pennsylvania  Ileser\'^e  Volunteer  Corps, 
and  acting  signal  officer;  B.  N.  Miner,  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, and  acting  signal  officer;  E.  A.  BriggSL  Forty-third  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officei-;  E.  L.  Halsted,  Fortieth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer,  for  their  parts  at  this  battle. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  detachment  again  elicited  the  official  com- 
mendation of  General  Banks  on  the  retreat  &om  the  valley  of  the  Shen- 
andoah. This  signal  party,  as  was  the  case  of  that  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  acting  signal  officer,  detailed  to  the  corps  commanded 
by  General  McDowell,  serv^  with  the  army  corps  to  which  they  were 
attached  throughout  uie  summer  and  until  (in  September)  the  forces  m 
front  of  Washington  were  consolidated  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for 
the  defense  of  that  city.* 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  J.  MYER, 
Signal  Officetj  Major  U.  8.  Army^ 
and  Chief  Signal  Officer  Army  of  FotomcuK 

The  Adjutant-Gei^ebal  Army  of  xhb  Potomac. 


Na  4. 


Beport  of  Surg,  Charles  8.  Tripler^  Medical  Director  of  the  Army  of  tlhe 
PotomaCy  of  the  operations  of  tlie  medical  department  of  thai  Army  from 
August  12, 1861,  to  March  17, 1862. 

Detboit,  Mich.,  February  7, 1863. 

Genebal  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  rei)ort  of  the  operations  of  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  duiiug  the  time  I  was  connected 
with  it  as  medical  direction : 

This  time  naturally  divides  itself  into  two  periods:  the  first  em* 
bracing  the  time  from  the  beginning  of  the  organization  of  that  army  to 
that  of  its  taking  the  field )  the  second  from  the  latter  time  to  the 
completion  of  the  change  of  base  to  Ilarrison's  Landing,  on  the  James 
River. 

I  joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  August  12. 1861^  and  was  imme- 
diately charged  with  the  organization  of  the  meuical  department.  At 
that  time  the  three  months'  volunteers  were  mustered  out  of  service^ 
and  the  new  levies  were  being  rapidly  assembled  in  Washington  and 
its  vicinity.  A  number  of  camps  were  formed  on  both  sides  of  the 
Potomac,  and  the  construction  of  the  field  works  had  been  commenced. 
There  were  some  five  or  six  hotels,  seminaries,  and  infirmaries  in  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown  occupied  as  general  hospitals,  and  one  or  two 
in  Alexandria,  the  fruits  of  the  exigencies  of  the  three-months'  cam- 
paign. These  were  under  capable  officers,  well  regulated  and  well  con- 
ducted, but  with  no  system  in  reference  to  the  admission  or  discharge 
of  patients.  Every  regimental  surgeon  sent  what  men  he  pleased  to  the 
general  hospitals,  without  knowing  whether  there  was  room  for  them  or 
not,  and  men  were  discharged  from  the  hospitals  with  no  means  pro- 
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Tided  to  insure  their  return  to  their  regiments.  It  was  not  an  nnnsual 
drcamstance  for  sick  men  to  pass  the  night  in  the  ambulances,  wander- 
ing about  the  streets  from  hospital  to  hospital  seeking  admission.  I 
ooald  find  no  information  anywhere  as  to  what  regiments  were  present 
or  whether  Hiey  had  medical  officers  or  not. 

My  first  effort  was  to  endeavor  to  find  oat  who  were  the  medical 
officers  of  the  several  regiments,  how  the  hospital  departments  were 
supplied,  what  was  the  strength  of  the  regiments,  how  many  of  the 
men  were  sick,  and  what  were  the  prevailing  diseases.  For  this  par- 
pose  I  applied  for  and  had  an  order  issued  directing  all  the  medical 
officers  to  report  to  me  in  person  without  delay.  From  them  I  required 
the  other  items  of  information  I  have  indicated.  A  singular  state  of 
Uiings  was  revealed.  In  General  Orders,  No.  25,  War  Department, 
May  25,  1S6I,  the  President  had  directed  that  a  surgeon  and  an 
assistant  surgeon  should  be  appointed  for  each  regiment  of  volun- 
teers by  the  governors  of  their  respective  States,  and  that  these  officers 
should  be  examined  by  a  board,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governors,  as 
to  their  qualifications:  the  appointments  to  be  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  third  section  of  the  act  of  August  6, 
1861,  required  vacancies  among  the  volunteer  officers  to  be  filled  by 
the  governors  in  the  same  manner  as  the  original  apx>ointment.  Some 
of  the  States  had  promptly  appointed  these  boards,  but  many  others 
bad  entirely  neglected  it.  The  Secretary  of  War  had  also  accepted 
what  were  termed  independent  regiments,  the  colonels  of  which 
asserted  a  right  to  appoint  their  own  medical  officers,  and,  notwith- 
standing the  act  of  Congress,  to  fill  vacancies.  In  other  instances 
colonels  of  State  regiments  refused  to  receive  the  medical  officers 
£^pointed  in  conformity  with  the  law  and  the  orders  of  the  President, 
and  went  so  far  as  to  put  these  gentlemen  out  of  their  camps  by  force 
when  they  rc|)orted  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  governors  and  of 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  State  authorities, 
especially  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  remonstrated  strongly 
against  this  course,  and  I  used  every  effort  to  arrest  it,  but  in  vain. 
I  was  at  last  officially  notified,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1861,  that  the 
medical  officers  of  regiments  accepted  directly  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  acquired  rights  that  could  not  be  set  aside  by  the  governors 
of  the  States.  These  irregularities  created  great  embarrassment  and 
confusion  in  organizing  my  department,  and  many  regiments  were 
thus  left  to  take  their  chances  with  surgeons  as  to  whose  competency 
nothing  was  known. 

In  other  instances  regiments  or  parts  of  regiments  were  sent  on  with- 
out their  medical  officers,  the  colonels  assuming  authority  to  leave  them 
at  home  under  various  pretexts.  To  meet  a  case  of  this  kind  I  ad- 
dressed the  following  letter  to  the  surgeon-general  of  Pennsylvania : 

Hradquarters  Arut  of  thk  Potomac, 
Medical  Dircetot^s  Office,  Washingtonf  SepUmber  7,  186L 

Sir:  The  FiTHt  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  has  sent  seven  companies  to  this 
city  without  a  medical  ofiQcer.  I  have  the  honor  to  roqnest  yon  will  send  a  dulv-oom- 
tnissioned  snrgeon  and  assistant  to  this  regiment  immediately.  I  am  informea  a  Dr. 
Harlan  issni^g^n,  bnt  has  never  Joined  the  regiment.  The  snrgeons  of  regiments  tn 
the  field  are  intended  for  service  and  not  for  ornament.  The  Government  cannot  wait 
the  convenience  of  Dr.  Harlan. 

Very  reopectf olW,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  8.  TRIPLEB, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Poionac 

H.  H.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Surgeon- Chneral  of  PenneyhoHia. 

Another  source  of  embarrassment  was,  that  neither  the  law  nor  orders 
had  provided  medical  officers  for  batteries  or  detachments  of  cavalry. 
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In  these  eases  I  coald  only  direct  that  snch  bodies  should  be  attended 
to  by  the  medical  officers  of  the  regiments  nearest  to  them. 

To  remedy  the  irregolar  and  donbtfal  appointments  made  by  coloneUk 
and  to  give  the  troops  confidence  in  their  medical  officers,  I  determinea 
to  assemble  boards  for  tiie  examination  of  all  snch  as  rapidly  as  their 
cases  were  brought  to  my  notice.  This  I  did  under  anthori^  of  Oen- 
eral  Orders,  No.  35,  War  Department^  June  20,  1861.  September  7, 
1861,  I  assembled  such  a  board  and  ordered  twelve  medical  officers 
before  it  for  examination.  From  that  time  forward,  whenever  a  medical 
officer  was  complained  of  for  incompetency,  a  board  was  ordered.  In 
many  cases  the  complaints  were  ascertained  to  be  well  founded  and  the 
officers  were  discharged. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  of  July  22, 1861.  having  provided  for  a 
surgeon  to  each  brigade,  a  board  was  assembled  in  Washington  to 
examine  candidates  tbr  that  appointment.  A  number  of  the  appointees 
under  that  act  were  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomaa 
The  act  had  not  defined  the  duties  of  these  officers,  nor  had  any  regula- 
tion in  reference  to  them  emanated  fh>m  the  War  Department  Their 
position  was  doubtful,  and  it  was  necessary  to  define  it.  The  regimental 
medical  officers  were  for  tiie  most  part  physicians,  taken  suddenly  fh>m 
dvil  life,  with  no  conception  whatever  of  their  unties.  These  had  to 
be  taught  them  from  the  very  alphabet.  The  line  officers  were  equally 
ignorant  with  themselves  in  this  respect,  and  hence  confiision^  conflicts 
of  authority,  discontent,  and  very  seriously  impaired  efficiencies  in  the 
medical  department.  The  general  idea  seemed  to  be  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  doctor  to  physic  every  man  who  chose  to  report  sick  and  to 
sign  snch  papers  as  Uie  colonel  directed  him  to  sign.  To  superintend 
the  sanitaiy  condition  of  the  regiment,  to  call  upon  the  commanding 
officers  to  abate  nuisances,  to  take  measures  for  the  prevention  of  disease 
was  in  many  instances  considered  impertinent  and  obtrusive,  and  the 
suggestion  of  the  medical  officers  to  those  ends  were  too  firequently  dia> 
regarded  and  ignored. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  the  brigade  surgeons,  being  very  generally  taken 
fixim  those  who  had  seen  some  service  in  the  three-months'  campaign, 
might  be  made  useftil  in  remedying  these  evils  and  in  carrying  out  my 
views  for  increasing  the  efficiency  of  tiie  department  Bearing  the  com- 
mission of  the  President,  I  was  of  opinion  that  they  were  the  superior 
officers  of  the  State  surgeons,  and  had  authority  to  control  them  in  their 
own  department;  I  therefore  assigned  these  gentlemen  to  the  staflfo  of 
the  several  brigadiers,  and  prepared  an  order  defining  their  duties.  (See 
Appendix  A.) 

By  conversation  with  the  brigade  surgeons  I  endeavored  to  impress 
upon  them  the  importance  of  the  trust  confided  to  them,  and  show  them 
how  much  the  efficiency  of  the  army  depended  upon  the  fidelity  and 
success  with  which  they  should  discharge  their  duties.  Every  item  of 
the  order  was  explained  to  them,  and  they  were  urged  to  be  active  and 
zealous  in  imbuing  the  regimental  surgeons  with  a  thorough  under- 
standing and  just  appreciation  of  the  hygienic  suggestions  it  contained. 
It  was  impossible  for  me  to  see  and  instruct  such  a  number  of  regimental 
officers  as  our  army  included,  and  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  rely  upon 
the  brigade  surgeons  to  attend  to  the  training  of  these  officers  in  their 
routine  duties.  This  arrangement  was  the  most  promising  I  could  com- 
mand, and  I  hoped  itB  advantages  would  be  readily  seen  and  appre- 
ciated ;  still  some  were  found  to  place  impediments  in  the  way  of  these 
officers  in  the  peribrmance  of  their  duties.  In  reply  to  a  complaint 
made  by  one  of  them  I  wrote  him  as  follows : 
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Hxadquahtxss  Abmt  or  the  Potomac, 
MeHeal  DiftcUn'9  Office^  Waikinglon,  Siptember  iiO,  ld6L 

Sib:  Tout  duplicate  report,  which  was  very  properly  made,  hae  been  received.  The 
brigade  comiuander  will  no  donbt  issne  the  proper  orders  to  correct  the  evils  which 
TOQ  represent.  In  relation  to  jonr  complaint  that  the  colonel  of  the  Thirty-third 
PemisylvaDia  VolanteezB  does  not  recognize  yonr  official  relations  to  him,  I  have  to 
Bay  that  those  relations  depend  npon  your  commission  i^m  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  not  upon  tho  recognition  or  non-recognition  of  any  individual  officer  nnder 
the  President's  command. 

Very  respectfolly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  TBIPLEB, 
Medieol  Director  Arm$  nf  tk§  FoUmoA. 

Brigade  Surgeon  Prikcx,  (Srokam't  Brigade. 

I  had  thus  established  a  hierarchy,  which,  though  imperfect,  enabled 
me  to  keep  myself  tolerably  well  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  medio 
cal  department  of  the  army.  The  irregularities  prevailing  in  relation  to 
the  sending  of  men  to  the  general  hospitals  and  discharging  them  there- 
from  were  corrected  by  paragraphs  4  to  0  of  Oeneral  Orders,  Na  0, 
Army  of  Potomac,  September  9, 1861.    (See  Apx>endix  B.) 

In  suggesting  this  order  I  had  also  another  object  in  view,  to  control 
and  to  diminish  as  £Eff*as  iiossible  the  number  of  men  sent  from  the 
regimental  to  the  general  hospitals.  The  experience  of  all  armies  has 
shown,  and  my  personal  observation  has  convinced  me  of  the  tactj  that 
the  sick  do  much  better  in  these  regimental  than  in  the  general  hospi- 
tals.  I  consider  general  hospitals  general  nuisances,  to  be  tolerated 
only  because  there  are  occasions  wlien  they  are  absolutely  necessary, 
as,  for  instance,  when  an  army  is  put  in  motion  and  cannot  transport 
its  sick.  It  is  a  singular  fact,  but  one  as  to  which  I  believe  all  military 
sorgeons  of  experience  will  agree  with  me,  that  the  sick  report  of  a  regi- 
ment under  ordinary  circumstances  is  a  constant  quantity ;  that  after  a 
rejdment  has  been  in  the  field  a  month  that  quantity  will  be  ascertainefl. 
and  that  if  the  re^mental  hospital  is  evacuated  in  a  short  time,  it  will 
be  found  to  contam  again  its  habitual  numbor  of  inmates ;  so  ^at  we 
may  have  as  many  successive  crops  of  sick  as  we  choose  by  repeating 
the  process  of  evacuating  the  regimental  upon  the  general  hospitals. 
A  leading  object  with  me  was  to  keep  up  the  fighting -force  to  its  maxi- 
mnm,  and  tlierefore,  as  well  as  for  the  more  speedy  recovery  of  the  men 
themselves,  I  discouraged  the  practice  of  sending  them  to  the  general 
hospitals.  If  I  had  permitted  the  practice  I  found  existing  to  continue 
—that  of  sending  men  promiscuously  and  without  restraint  to  the  gen- 
eral hospitals — ^the  only  limit  to  the  number  and  extent  of  these  would 
have  been  what  was  required  to  contain  the  whole  army.  I  stopped  it, 
and  thus  kept  a  healthy  army  in  the  field. 

Having  thus  established  some  order  and  system  in  the  personnel  of 
the  medical  department  and  some  method  in  instructing  the  officers  in 
then*  duties,  my  attention  was  turned  to  the  means  of  keeping  them 
supplied  with  medidnes,  instruments,  stores,  &c.  In  this  I  met  with 
many  difficulties.  The  volunteer  meuical  officers  being  many  of  them 
ooontiy  doctors,  accustomed  to  a  village  nostrum  practice,  could  not 
readily  change  their  habits  and  accommodate  themselves  to  the  rigid 
system  of  the  army  in  regard  to  their  supplies.  To  meet  this  difficulty 
1  attempted  within  reasonable  limits  to  disregard  supply  tables,  and  to 
give  the  surgeons  articles  of  medicine  and  hospital  stores  to  suit  even 
tiieir  caprices,  if  in  my  judgment  such  articles  could  be  of  any  avail  in 
the  treatment  of  disease,  in  this  effort  I  first  felt  the  incon^'enience  of 
being  in  Washington.  The  medical  purveyor  was  bound  by  tho  regu- 
lations, and  although  my  order  ought  to  have  been  sufficient  to  have 
telieved  him  from  fdl  responsibility,  still,  to  be  perfectly  safe,  he  would 
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refer  such  requisitions  to  the  Surgeon-General.  The  consequence  was 
mj'  orders  were  countermanded,  and  I  was  finally  ordered  by  the  Sur- 
geon-General not  to  issue  anything  not  allowed  by  the  supply  table 
without  his  sanction,  previously  obtamed. 

The  pressure  upon  the  purveyor  consequent  upon  the  influx  of  so 
IflTge  a  body  of  troops  caused  great  delay  in  the  issuing  of  supplies. 
Complaints  of  this  delay  were  made  to  me  as  early  as  the  beginning  of 
September.  I  offered  the  purveyor  more  assistance  if  it  would  exi>edite 
his  issues.  That  officer  replied  on  the  6th  of  September  that  ^<  any  addi- 
tional aid  to  that  now  employed  is  unnecessary,  and  would  in  nowise 
facilitate  the  matter."  Subsequently  a  different  conclusion  was  arrived 
at,  and  additional  aid  was  furnished. 

Another  difficulty  was  encountered  in  getting  the  supplies  to  the  regi- 
ments after  they  were  put  up.  Ordinarily  the  purveyor  turns  over  his 
supplies  to  the  quartermaster,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  trans- 
port them  to  their  destination.  It  was  soon  perceived  that  this  mode 
would  not  answer  in  the  confusion  then  xeigning  in  Washington.  The 
regular  quartermasters  were  charged  with  duties  considered  of  more 
importance,  and  the  volunteer  quartermasters  did  not  know  how  to  per> 
form  what  we  required.  We  were  therefore  obliged  to  require  the 
medical  officers  to  call  for  and  transport  their  own  supplies  to  their 
Gimps.  Much  was  accomplished  in  this  way,  though  in  many  instances 
great  negligence  and  indifference  were  manifested  on  the  part  of  the 
surgeons  themselves.  Another  difficulty  to  overcome  was  the  supply- 
ing the  regiments  with  hospital  tents.  I  determined  to  issue  three  of 
these  tents  to  a  regiment.  These  would  accommodate  comfortably 
tliirty  men.  The  demand  for  tents  and  the  scarcity  of  canvas  made  it 
necessary  to  reduce  the  allowance  to  the  minimum  that  could  be  made 
to  suffice.  I  approved  of  requisitions  for  this  number  whenever  they 
were  presented,  and  I  ordered  requisitions  to  be  made  in  all  cases 
where  I  discovered  it  had  been  neglected.  These  tents,  however,  were 
frequently  taken  by  arbitrary  authority  for  other  purposes,  such  as 
store  tents,  guard  tents,  and  the  like.  Whenever  an  abuse  of  tbis  sort 
was  brought  to  my  notice  I  took  every  means  in  my  power  to  correct 
it,  and  I  believe,  from  the  best  information  I  could  get,  that  when  the 
army  moved  to  Fairfax  Court-House  every  regiment  in  it  had  its  full 
sui)ply  of  hospital  tents.  When  the  medical  officers  reported  to  me  I 
requued  them  to  submit  to  me  an  inventory  of  the  supplies  of  all  sorts 
they  had  on  hand.  These  were  carefully  revise<l,  and  whenever  they 
were  defective,  requisitions  were  immediately  called  to  meet  the  defi- 
ciencies. Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  enforcing  obedience  to 
this  simple  requirement.  By  firmness  and  patience  I  believe  it  was 
overcome,  so  that  1  had  every  assurance  short  of  personal  inspection, 
which  wais  impossible,  that  nearly  every  regiment  in  the  arm}'  was  fully 
supplied  for  three  months  at  the  time  we  moved.  A  few  had  sue- 
ceeded  in  neglecting  this  duty  and  escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  insi>ect- 
ors  and  brigade  surgeons.  These  applied  for  issues  during  the  few  days 
we  lemained  at  Alexandria  after  our  return  from  Fairfax.  My  purveyor 
was  then  engaged  in  packing  and  shipping  his  stores  for  Fort  Monroe. 
Of  course  I  could  not  arrest  this  work  to  remedy  the  faults  of  half  a 
dozen  idlers. 

My  next  step  was  an  attempt  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  camps, 
so  as  to  promote  the  health  of  the  army,  by  correcting  hygienic  errors 
and  by  removing  as  far  as  practicable  the  causes  of  disease.  On  the 
19th  of  August  I  directed  all  the  prisoners  at  the  Capitol  Prison  to  be 
vaccinated,  a  bath  to  be  fitted  up  for  their  use,  and  such  outdoor  exer- 
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cise  to  be  allowed  them  as  was  consistent  with  their  safe-keeping.  On 
tbe  22d  of  August  I  sent  a  surgeon  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the  police 
of  ttie  camp  of  the  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  on  Seventh  street.  This 
c;iinp  at  the  time  was  a  nuisance.  On  the  same  day  I  recommended 
tbe  removal  of  the  trooi)s  encamped  upon  the  flats  near  Arlington  to 
the  higher  grounds,  if  practicable.  Thirty-three  per  cent,  of  some  of 
the  regiments  there  were  reported  sick  with  diarrhea,  intermittent,  and 
typhoid  fevers.  The  chief  surgeon  of  McDowell's  division,  who  had 
been  some  weeks  at  Arlington,  expressed  his  doubts  to  me,  in  a  report 
on  the  subject,  whether  the  flats  were  more  insalubrious  than  the  high 
woodlands  of  that  district.  I  represented  to  the  Adjutant-General  that 
I  acknowledged  these  doubts  to  be  well  founded  within  certain  limits — 
that  malarial  fevers  do  prevail  on  the  slope  towards  the  river — ^bnt  I 
thought  it  practicable  to  remove  the  camps  beyond  the  first  crest,  so 
as  to  afford  the  protection  of  the  hills  against  infected  currents  of  air. 
Ascertaining  by  personal  inquiry  and  inspection  that  the  men  were 
tnrned  out  long  before  sunrise  and  were  hours  waiting  for  their  break- 
fasts, and  feeling  persuaded  Uiat  this  had  much  to  do  with  the  preva- 
lence of  malarial  fevers,  1  asked  for  and  obtained  an  order  that  reveille 
should  not  be  beat  till  after  sunrise,  and  that  hot  cofilee  should  be  issued 
to  the  men  immediately  after  roll-call.  Boon  after  this  yon  directed 
me  to  provide  a  reasonable  allowance  of  cots  for  the  sick  in  the  regi- 
mental hospitals.  I  ordered  them  to  be  purchased  immediately,  and 
as  soon  as  they  were  procured  I  directed  the  regimental  surgeons  to 
send  to  the  purveyor  for  their  quota.  Strange  to  say,  I  experienced  a 
good  deal  of  diflQculty  in  making  these  officers  send  in.  As  late  as 
December  27  I  was  obliged  to  compel  some  of  the  surgeons  to  supply 
themselves. 

The  want  of  military  experience  of  the  medical  officers  and  their 
consequent  helplessness  made  it  extremely  difficult  to  discover  the  real 
causes  of  disease,  sometimes  the  nature  of  the  diseases  themselves,  and 
to  enforce  the  means  of  preventing  these  when  discovered.  A  week 
after  the  hot  cofice  was  ordered  a  regimental  surgeon  complained  to 
me  that  green  coffee  was  issued  to  his  men,  without  the  means  of  prop- 
erly roasting  it,  and  that  they  could  not  get  the  "extra"  rations 
ordered.  Colonel  Clarke,  to  whom  I  referred  the  complaint,  promptly 
rephed  that  green  coffee  was  always  issued ;  that  it  should  be  roasted 
in  a  mess-pan,  or  a  Dutch-oven,  or  other  vessel,  purchased  with  the 
company  fund ;  that  the  quantity  issued  was  fixed  by  law,  and  was 
deemed  ample;  and  so  it  was,  but  it  required  the  exercise  of  a  little 
judgment  to  discover  it.  I  made  constant  and  diligent  inquiries  of  the 
su-geons  as  to  their  opinion  of  the  causes  of  disease  in  their  regiments, 
and  whenever  an  undue  proportion  of  sick  was  reported  in  any  regi- 
ment a  special  report  was  invariably  called  for.  If  I  had  had  compe- 
tent inspectors  at  that  time  the  health  of  the  army  might  have  been 
more  rapidly  improved  and  myself  saved  much  labor  and  anxiety. 

First  among  the  causes  assigned  for  the  numbers  on  the  sick  report^ 
and  the  one  as  to  which  there  was  a  general  concurrence  of  opiuiouy 
was  the  recklessness  with  which  the  men  had  been  enlisted.  General 
Orders,  No.  51,  War  Department,  August  3,  1861,  commanded  that 
when  voltinteers  were  mustered  in  they  should  be  minutely  examined 
by  the  surgeon  and  assistant  surgeon  of  the  regiment  as  to  their 
physical  qualificataons.  I  doubt  whether  this  most  important  order 
has  ever  received  the  slightest  attention  from  the  persons  whose  duty 
it  was  to  execute  it.    So  notorious  was  the  neglect  of  its  behests,  or 
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the  incompetency  of  those  vho  pretended  to  obey  it,  that  another 
general  order  fit>in  the  same  authority  was  demanded  and  issued 
December  3  of  the  same  year,  which  declares  that  the  evidence  was 
abundant  that  this  duty  was  neglected,  and  threatens  to  make  the 
derelict  officers  pecuniarily  responsible  for  it  if  not  amended.  The 
effect  of  this  neglect,  incompetency,  or  dishonesty  has  been  always  to 
swell  essentially  the  ratio  of  the  sick  to  the  whole  force.  The  snrgedn 
of  the  Sixty-first  New  York  reported  to  me  as  a  reason  for  his  large 
sick  report  that  he  had  a  large  number  of  broken-down  men — many  60 
to  70  years  old,  many  affected  with  hernia,  old  ulcers,  epilepsy,  and  the 
like.  Another  brigade  surgeon  reports  that  there  had  been  no  medical 
examination  of  many  of  the  regiments  before  they  were  enrolled. 
Another  that  there  were  eighty  men  with  hernia  and  epilepsy  in  the 
Fifth  New  York  Oavahry. 

During  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December  3,939  men 
were  discharged  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  upon  certificates  of 
disability.  Of  these  2,881  were  for  disabilities  that  existed  at  the  time 
the  men  were  enlisted.  These  men  cost  the  Oovemment  not  less  than 
(200  each,  making  nearly  (200.000  a  month  out  of  which  the  people 
had  been  defrauded  in  a  single  army  through  the  faithlessness  of 
those  to  whom  the  duty  of  bringing  none  but  able-bodied  men  into  the 
field  had  been  confided.  It  seemed  as  if  the  army  called  out  to  defend 
the  life  of  the  nation  had  been  made  use  of  as  a  grand  eleemosynary 
institution  for  the  reception  of  the  aged  and  infirm^  the  blind,  the  lame, 
and  the  deaf,  whore  they  might  be  housed,  fed,  paid,  clothed,  and  pen- 
sioned, and  their  townships  relieved  of  the  burden  of  their  support. 

The  general  prevalence  of  the  measles  was  another  accident  increas- 
ing the  ratio  of  the  sick.  I  know  of  no  means  of  preventing  the 
occurrence  of  this  disease.  In  more  than  thirty  years'  experience  and 
observation  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  rarely  seen  a  regiment  of  irregu- 
lar troops  in  which  it  did  not  appear  sooner  or  later  after  they  had  been 
assembled  in  camp.  In  many  of  our  regiments  it  broke  out  before  they 
lefb  their  homes.  Some  were  more  severely  scourged  than  others,  but 
nearly  all  suffered  to  some  extent.  Among  regular  soldiers  it  is  rarely 
seen.  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  due  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  the 
same  attention  to  police,  to  cooking,  to  clothing,  to  ventilation  of  tents, 
&c^  among  volunteers  tnat  is  habitual  with  regular  soldiers. 

Complaints  were  made  to  me  in  several  instances  of  the  inferior 
quality  of  the  blankets  issued  to  the  men.  This  waa  perhaps  to  some 
degree  a  cause  of  disease,  but  I  knew  it  to  be  irremediable.  It  was 
impossible  for  the  clothing  department  to  furnish  the  heavy  army 
blankets  instantaneously  to  600,000  men.  The  same  remarks  apply  to 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  tents  in  use.  Some  regiments  suffered 
for  want  of  good  and  sufficient  clothing.  A  singular  circumstance  pre- 
sents itself  in  this  connection.  On  the  8th  of  November,  1861,  the 
surgeon  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Cavalry  reported  to  me  that  200  of  the 
men  had  received  no  overalls  from  the  United  States.  Many  of  them 
were  reduced  to  their  drawers.  He  had  three  hospital  tents  floored 
and  furnished  with  stoves.  His  regiment  was  unusually  healthy ;  no 
death  had  occurred  in  it  for  three  months.  The  location  of  the  regi- 
ment was  afterwards  changed.  It  was  encamped  in  low  grounds,  that 
became  intolerably  muddy  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  The  part  occu- 
pied by  the  horses  was  a  perfect  quagmire^  never  policed  at  all.  The 
meii  became  discouraged  and  careless,  and  in  January,  1862,  there  were 
207  cases  of  typhoid  fever  among  them.  These  were  removed  to  the 
general  hospital  in  Alexandria^  but  the  sick  list  remained  large,  and  in 
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Marcli,  when  preparing  to  take  the  field,  132  men  of  that  regiment  were 
repMed  unfit  for  duty. 

Another  cauae  of  disease  was  the  heavy  details  for  labor  in  the  field 
works  aod  the  severe  nature  of  the  labor;  another,  the  exposure  inci- 
dent to  picket  duty.  Begalar  officers  and  soldiers  know  how  to  make 
themselves  comfortable  on  picket  duty;  volonteers  do  not.  ThcfL-e- 
qaent  alarms  in  some  portions  of  oar  lines  were  considered  by  some  of 
the  medical  officers  as  a  caose  of  disease.  This  was  particularly  the 
case  in  firont  of  some  of  the  Vermont  troops  in  Brooks'  brigade.  It  is 
possible  this  may  have  had  an  unflEivorable  effect  upon  men  predisposed 
to  disease  from  other  causes. 

The  principal  causes  of  disease,  however,  in  our  camps  were  the  same 
that  we  have  always  to  deplore  and  find  it  so  difficult  to  remedy,  simply 
because  dtizens  suddenly  called  to  the  field  cannot  comprehend  that 
men  in  masses  require  the  attention  of  their  officers  to  enforce  certain 
hj^enic  conditions  without  which  health  cannot  be  preserved.  The 
individual  man  at  home  finds  his  meals  well  cooked  and  punctually 
served,  his  bed  made,  his  quarters  policed  and  ventilated,  his  clothing 
washed  and  kept  in  order  without  any  agency  of  his  own,  and  without 
his  ever  having  bestowed  a  thought  upon  the  matter.  The  officer  in 
oinety-nine  cases  in  a  hundred  has  given  no  more  reflection  than  the 
private  to  these  important  subjects.  When  the  necessity  for  looking 
after  these  things  is  tbrced  upon  his  attention,  he  is  at  a  loss  how  to 
proceed.  Too  ^Mjuently  he  lacks  the  moral  courage  and  the  energy 
to  make  his  men  do  what  neither  he  nor  they  stipulated  for  or  under- 
stood when  they  entered  the  service.  To  bad  cooking,  bad  police,  bad 
ventilation  of  tents^  inattention  to  personal  cleanliness,  and  unneces- 
sarily irregular  habits  we  are  to  attribute  the  greater  proportion  of  the 
diseases  that  actually  occurred  in  the  army. 

My  attention  was  given  to  these  evUs  from  the  beginning.  By  precept 
and  by  orders  the  necessity  and  the  methods  of  correcting  them  were 
ur^  upon  the  commanders  and  tbe  medical  officers  of  the  several 
regiments.  When  the  brigade  surgeons  were  assigned,  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  order  defining  their  duties  impressed  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  hygienic  morality  upon  tlieir  couscieuces,  and  no  occasion 
was  let  slip  by  me  of  urging  upon  both  commanders  and  surgeons  their 
obligations  in  this  respect.  Some  of  the  regimental  surgeons  I  know 
iaitfifally  performed  this  duty.  Copies  of  reports  made  to  their  com- 
manding officers,  creditable  aUke  to  their  inteUigence  and  their  zeal, 
were  sent  to  me.  The  attention  of  commanding  officers  is  earnestly 
called  in  these  reports  to  the  drainage  of  their  camps,  the  clothing  and 
cleanliness  of  their  men,  to  the  situation  of  their  sinks,  and  the  like. 
One  surgeon  reports  that  he  cannot  strike  the  tents  as  I  had  eiyoined, 
because  l^ey  were  too  old,  and  urges  his  colonel  to  get  new  ones,  if 
possible. 

The  prophylactic  use  of  quinine  and  whisky  having  been  suggested 
as  a  means  of  preventing  malarial  disease,  I  determined  to  try  its  effi- 
cacy. There  being  no  warrant  for  such  an  issue  in  the  Begulations  of 
the  Army,  I  procured  a  small  quantity  from  the  Sanitary  Commission, 
aod  received  favorable  reports  of  its  effects.  Upon  representing  this 
to  the  Surgeon-General,  I  was  authorized  to  issue  it  in  reasonable 
qaantities  to  regiments  whose  condition  seemed  most  to  demand  it.  I 
Acquired  reports  as  to  the  effect.  These  reports  were  generaliy  favor- 
sible;  so  much  so,  that  I  was  induced  to  keep  it  constantly  on  hand 
afterwards  in  the  purveyor's  store.  The  surgeon  of  the  Cameron  Dra- 
goons reported  that  by  its  use  he  had  reduc^  his  sick  report  from  126 
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to  74  in  two  weeks.  The  surgeon  of  the  Sixty-second  Pennsylvania 
reported  equally  favorably,  and  stated  that  two  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment'who  had  used  it  iaitiiifully  for  two  weeks  presented  a  sick  report 
of  only  four  men.  Much  prejudice  and  aversion,  however,  had  to  be 
overcome  in  inducing  the  men  to  take  it,  and  I  scarcely  think  it  would 
have  been  practicable  to  have  forced  it  ui>on  the  whole  army.  For- 
tunately there  was  no  necessity  for  this. 

In  order  to  secure  some  comforts  for  the  sick  in  the  regimental  hos- 
pitals I  attempted  to  show  the  surgeons  how  to  create  and  to  use  a 
hospital  fund.  The  regimental  commissaries  strenuously  opi>oseil  this, 
on  account  of  the  inconvenience  to  themselves.  The  first  paragraph 
of  General  Orders,  No.  9,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  September  9,  18G1, 
however,  enjoined  this  upon  them  as  a  duty,  and  in  the  course  of  some 
four  or  five  months  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  system  pretty  generally 
established. 

As  cold  weather  came  on  I  judged  it  necessary  to  make  some  pro- 
vision for  warming  the  tents.  A  very  ingenious  plan  having  been  pro- 
posed by  Brigade  Surgeon  McRuer,  which  had  received  the  approval 
of  General  Heintzelman  and  other  officers  of  exi)erience,  I  directed  Dr. 
Mciiuer  to  visit  every  division  of  the  army,  and  to  construct  one  of  his 
furnaces  for  a  model.  This  duty  he  performed.  Some  of  course  were 
found  to  object  to  it,  but  it  was  generally  well  received  and  found  to 
co^itribute  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  men.  Some,  however,  still  need 
the  Crimean  pit,  and  others  succeeded  in  getting  stoves.  A  cheap  and 
convenient  stove,  and  one  readily  transported,  the  make  of  Mr.  Hains- 
worth,  of  Newpoit,  Ky.,  was  introduced  into  the  army  and  found  to 
answer  well.  It  was  the  general  understanding  that  the  army  was  not 
to  go  into  winter  quarters,  and  therefore  I  did  not  recommend  the 
housing  of  the  men  until  the  middle  o£  January,  1862 ;  but  in  Decem- 
ber, 1861,  learning  that  some  of  the  regiments  were  excavating  pits  in 
the  ground  and  covering  them  with  their  tents,  I  hastened  to  object 
strenuously  to  this  plan.  I  suggested  inclosures  of  rails  or  palisades 
some  three  feet  high,  to  be  roofed  over  with  the  tents.  The  excava- 
tions could  not  be  kept  dry  or  well  ventilated,  and  certainly  would  not 
be  kept  in  good  police;  all'of  which  objections  would  be  obviated  by  the 
above-ground  iuclosure.  This  plan  was  adopted  in  a  number  of  camps 
I  visited,  and  they  presented  an  air  of  comfort  that  was  very  gratifying. 
Later  in  the  season  I  recommended  the  Chester  hut,  with  roof  ventila- 
tion, as  used  so  successfully  at  Balaklava. 

Protection  of  the  men  against  the  contagion  of  small-pox  of  course 
received  constant  attention.  While  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  in 
process  of  organization  small-pox  was  prevailing  rather  extensively  in 
several  of  the  districts  firom  which  the  troops  were  being  drawn.  It  was 
unsafe  to  travel  without  protection  over  any  railway  in  the  country.  The 
city  of  Washington  was  infected,  as  I  knew  from  the  number  of  applica- 
tions made  to  me  by  the  authorities  for  the  use  of  our  small-pox  ambu- 
Lmees  to  convey  city  patients  to  the  pest-house.  An  eruptive-fever 
hospital  had  been  established  before  I  took  charge  of  the  array.  Under 
the  excellent  arrangements  made  in  that  establishment  by  Dr.  Thomas, 
the  surgeon  in  charge,  but  little  risk  was  incurred  of  the  propagation  of 
the  disease  to  the  camps.  Orders  were  issued  and  reiterated  for  the  vac- 
cination of  all  volunteers  unprotected.  I  also  recommended  that  an 
order  should  be  published  requiring  that  all  recruits  for  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  should  be  vaccinated  before  they  were  put  en  route  from  their 
rendezvous,  and  that  they  should  be  carefully  inspected  as  to  this  imme- 
diately upon  their  arrival.    2^ot  satisfied  with  what  had  been  done,  I 
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asked  for  and  obtained  another  order,  in  December,  1861,  reqairing  the 
division  and  brigade  commanders  to  canse  the  brigade  surgeons  to  rein- 
spect  all  the  men,  Taccinating  such  aa  were  still  unprotected,  and  to 
report  the  results  to  me.  At  this  late  period  most  of  the  brigades  were 
foand  to  have  some  men  nnprotected ;  in  a  few  the  number  was  serious. 
In  Slocnm's  brigade  there  were  1,500,  in  Blenker's  1,250,  and  in  Sickles' 
130.  Crusts  were  furnished  and  the  vaccination  completed.  As  the 
result^  smidl-pox,  though  rife  in  the  community^  nerer  gained  any  foot- 
Lold  in  the  army.  A  sporadic  case  would  occasionally  occur,  sometimes 
in  the  most  unaccountable  way.  Tha«  are  individuals  so  susceptible, 
that  neither  vaccination  nor  a  former  attack  of  small-pox  secures  them 
agsunst  the  disease.  An  alarming  report  of  the  dangers  to  which  the 
army  was  exposed  fix>m  the  system  adopted  at  the  hospital,  having  been 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Commission^  with  suggestions  of  some  few  modi- 
fications to  suit  their  views,  I  inquired  into  the  statistics  of  the  disease 
in  oar  army  up  to  that  time,  and  found  that  in  seven  months  we  had 
had  but  168  cases,  the  majority  of  whom  were  ill  with  the  disease  when 
they  reached  Washington.  I  adopted  such  of  the  suggestions  of  the 
Commission  as  were  not  already  in  use,  but  with  no  perceptible  effect. 
In  fact,  the  precautions  always  adopted  had  made  the  cases,  considered 
in  reference  to  the  size  of  the  army,  too  insignificant  to  give  the  least 
nneasiness  to  any  one  at  all  informed  on  the  subject. 

I  had  always  been  solicitous  to  get  possession  of  a  few  exx)6rienced 
regular  medical  officers,  to  be  employed  as  inspectors  of  the  field  hos- 
pitals,  through  whom  I  might  be  assured  that  Uie  measures  devised  for 
the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  men  were  faithfully  and  intelligently 
carried  out.  This  was  accomplished  at  last.  In  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber, 1861,  two  officers  were  assigned  to  me  for  that  purpose  and  some 
ireeks  afterwards  a  third.  I  prepared  instructions  for  them  and  set 
them  at  work  at  once.  (See  Appendix  C.)  These  inspections  extended 
from  Budd's  Feny  to  Cumberland.  They  included  liBuder's  division 
at  Cumberland  and  Bumside's  expedition  fitting  out  at  Annapolis. 
From  the  reports  made  by  these  officers  I  was  enabled  to  correct  many 
errors  in  hygiene,  as  well  as  to  improve  the  discipline  of  my  department 
and  to  keep  it  always  in  readiness  for  an  advance.  All  faults  in  police, 
cooking,  clothing,  location  of  camps,  &c,  were  promptly  reported  by 
me  to  the  Acyutant-General,  and  by  him  as  promptly  ordered  to  be  cor- 
rected. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  regimental  and  brigade  hospitals.  The 
Regulations  of  the  Army  recognized  only  regimentol  and  general  hospi- 
tals. The  regimental  hospitals  in  tilie  field  were  establie^ed  in  tents  or 
in  such  builcBngs  as  might  chimce  to  be  within  the  limits  or  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  each  camp.  The  general  hospitals  available  for  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  were  the  few  old  hotels  or  other  similar  buildings 
occupied  as  hospitals  in  the  cities  of  Alexandria,  Washington,  Oeorge- 
town,  and  a  small  portion  of  the  Naval  Academy  building  at  Annapolis. 
There  was  no  authority  for  any  hospital  establishments  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  divisions  or  brigades  that  might  relieve  the  hospital  tents  if 
crowded  or  that  might  keep  the  men  near  their  camps,  so  that  they 
conld  be  readily  returned  to  duty  when  sufficiently  recovered.  It  is 
tme  I  might  have  authorized  such  establishments,  but  I  was  dependent 
npon  the  provisions  of  the  regulations  for  the  necessary  stewards,  cooks, 
and  nurses  for  the  service.  Several  intelligent  and  zealous  brigade  sur- 
geons pressed  these  hospitals  upon  my  attention.  Their  advantages 
were  obvious,  and  1  determined,  when  I  could  get  the  buildings,  to  put 
them  in  operation.    I  required,  however,  that  the  necessary  personnel 
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should  be  fbmished  fh>m  the  regimental  details  aathorized  by  the  legu- 
lations,  and- that  the  brigade  hospitals  should  be  considered  and  con- 
ducted as  aggregations  of  the  regimental  hospitids:  that  their  stewards, 
&c,  should  bid  mustered  on  the  regimental  rolls.  In  this  way  a  number 
of  them  were  organized  and  servMl.  Brigade  Surgeon  Buckley  organ- 
ized one  for  Kearny's  brigade  near  Alexandria,  another  was  fitted  up 
for  Blenker's  brigade  at  Hunter's  Ghai)el,  another  in  Hooker's  division 
at  Bndd's  Feny,  afterwards  others  in  Fitz-John  Porter's  division,  and 
several  more.  A  very  nice  building  was  put  up  at  Poolesville  for  Stone's 
command,  upon  plans  furnished  by  Brigade  Surgeon  Crosby  and  ap- 
proved by  yourself! 

About  the  1st  of  February,  1862,  my  attention  was  called  by  General 
Williams  to  the  condition  of  Lander's  division  at  Cumberland.  This 
was  the  first  intimation  I  had  had  that  there  were  any  troops  there.  I 
sent  one  of  my  inspectors  immediately  to  examine  into  the  facts,  with 
authority  to  provide  at  once  for  their  necessities,  to  hire  buildings,  or 
to  put  up  hospital  huts  if  required. 

On  the  5th  of  February  Brigade  Surgeon  Suckley  was  assigned  to 
Lander's  division,  and  instruct^  to  use  every  exertion  to  put  things  in 
order.  He  was  informed  that  the  condition  of  the  sick  in  that  division 
was  represented  as  scandalous,  and  that  no  effort  must  be  spared  to  re- 
form it.  On  the  8th  I  received  the  report  of  the  inspector.  It  confirmed 
all  that  had  been  reported  as  to  the  shocking  state  of  idBbirs.  The  regi- 
ments composing  the  command  were  scatter^  in  all  directions  for  some 
40  miles  over  the  hills.  The  sick,  numbering  1,200,  were  abandoned  in 
the  city  of  Cumberland,  and  were  in  a  wretehed  condition.  They  were 
'^quartered  in  dose,  compact,  ill- ventilated  rooms,  where  the  police  is 
bad,  food  badly  cooked  and  improperly  served  out ;  men  of  different 
regiments  reeling  and  staggering  through  the  streets  with  fevers,  seek- 
ing shelter  and  medical  attendance."  The  inspector  had  succeeded  in 
getting  comfortable  and  roomy  quarters  for  500  of  the  sick  at  the  time 
of  his  report,  had  employed  a  number  of  women  in  making  bed-sacks, 
and  had  contracted  for  some  hundred  bunks. 

Dr.  Suckley  was  in  position  on  the  7th.  On  the  0th  he  had  collected 
1,079  of  the  sick ;  on  the  11th  he  had  1,400.  He  found  things  in  the 
town  in  a  wretehed  condition ;  no  discipline,  no  system.  The  commis- 
sary had  no  funds.  There  were  nineteen  regimente  of  infantry,  besides 
cavaliy  and  artillery,  in  the  division.  On  the  18th  he  asked  authority 
to  build  two  shanties,  to  contain  50  patients  each.  This  was  imme- 
diately granted.  On  the  20th  he  had  succeeded  in  making  things  more 
comfortable^  had  procured  eight  Sisters  of  Charity  for  nurses,  had, 
classified  his  patients,  and  ht^  provided  proper  medical  attendance. 
He  reported  also  that  the  mortality  and  the  gravity  of  disease  were 
diminishing.  He  had  received  authority  to  build  as  many  shanties  as 
were  necessary. 

Measures  were  taken  by  me  upon  receipt  of  these  reports  to  provide 
instantly  for  sdl  the  necessities  of  the  case.  I  applied  to  the  Commis- 
sary-General to  place  funds  in  the  hand  of  the  commissary.  On  the 
19th  Colond  Taylor  informed  me  he  had  sent  (5,000.  I  ordered  a  sup- 
])ly  of  ambulances  to  be  forwarded,  loaded  with  bedding,  from  Balti- 
more. Medical  and  hospital  stores  were  also  forwarded  by  myself  as 
weU  as  the  Surgeon-General.  March  3  I  received  a  telegram  from  the 
railroad  agent  at  Wheeling,  informing  me  that  140  boxes  of  hospital 
stores  would  be  at  Cumberland  the  next  day.  There  was  no  more 
trouble  with  that  establishment.  The  brigade  and  field  hospitals  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  at  last  organized  and  in  working  order. 
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The  next  subject  I  shall  glance  at  is  that  of  ambalance  transporta- 
tion. Previoasl J  to  this  war  the  Army  of  the  United  States  had  never 
been  supplied  with  carriafges  expressly  designed  for  the  transportation 
of  the  sick  and  wounded.  A  board  assembled  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
some  two  years  before  the  rebellion  had  adopted  a  four- wheeled  car- 
riage and  two  models  of  two-wheeled  carriages  for  experiment.  The 
four-wheeled  caniage  had  been  tested  upon  the  plains  in  an  expedition 
to  New  Mexico,  and  had  been  favorably  reported  upon  by  the  medical 
of&cer  in  charge  of  it.  The  two-wheeled  carriages,  though  a  few  had 
been  built,  had  never  been  tried.  Some  doubts  were  entertained  as  to 
their  suitableness  fbr  their  purposes,  but  they  were  adopted  and  recom- 
mcDded  as  the -best  for  ^*  badly-wounded  men."  Experience,  however, 
haa  shown  that  they  are  utterly  unfit  for  any  such  purpose.  When  the 
present  exigencies  came  upon  us,  the  Quartermaster's  department  lost 
no  time  in  having  the  carriages  built  as  rapidly  as  xxissible.  They  were 
of  coarse  ordered  in  the  proportions  recommended  by  the  board — 
i,e,j6  two- wheeled  to  1  four-wheeled.  The  two- wheeled  were  the 
basis  of  the  system — a  most  unfortunate  decision.  It  was  my  duty, 
however,  to  supply  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  with  as  many  of  these 
carriages  as  would  suffice  for  probable  necessities  if  they  could  be  had. 
A  considerable  number  of  the  two- wheeled  had  already  been  accumu- 
lated in  Washington  before  my  ariivsd  and  had  bc^n  distributed  to 
the  several  camps.  I  found  them  in  general  use  as  pleasure  carriages 
&r  idlers  and  accommodation  cabs  for  conveying  officers  and  men  fi^m 
their  camps  to  tiie  city  of  Washington.  A  large  number  of  them  had 
already  been  broken  down  in  this  service.  This  was  immediately 
stopped.  An  order  was  promulgated  directing  all  ambulances,  with 
the  exception  of  1  two-wheeled  to  each  regiment,  to  be  turned  in  to 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  Washington,  and  the  use  of  that 
one  was  strictly  limited  to  t^e  service  for  which  it  was  intended.  We 
were  enabled  by  this  means  to  find  out  what  we  had  and  to  keep  most 
of  them  in  order. 

October  5, 1861,  the  dex>ot  quartermaster  rei)orted  109  two- wheeled 
SDd  12  four-wheeled  ambulances  in  use,  and  224  two-wheeled  and  33 
four-wheeled  not  in  use.  The  unphilosophical  idea  of  a  two-wheeled 
being  an  easier  carriage  than  a  four-wheeled  had  been  exaggerated  in 
providing  the  vehicles.  The  quartermaster  had  issued  228  two- wheeled 
once  July  1 ;  119  of  these  carriages  had  disappeared  in  a  little  more 
than  three  months,  showing  both  how  recklessly  tliey  had  been  used 
and  how  incapable  they  were  of  standing  the  hard  work  of  our  cam- 
paigns. December  31, 1861,  tiiere  were  in  Washington  314  two- wheeled 
and  71  four-wheeled  ambnlances.  Each  regiment  had  its  own  two- 
wheeled  in  addition  to  these. 

The  two- wheeled  carriages  being  so  generally  condemned,  I  endeav- 
ored to  have  a  number  of  cacolets  collected  to  replace  them  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  The  Quartermaster-General  had  already  procured 
some  of  them,  made  after  the  French  model.  They  weigh  140  pounds. 
I  thought  this  too  heavy,  and  that  their  weight  might  be  materially 
reduced  without  compromising  their  strength  or  durability.  This  I 
recommended  to  be  done.  Several  other  mcxlels  were  presented  to  me 
afterwards  that  were  much  lighter,  and  I  requested  the  Quartermaster's 
I>epartment  to  procure  a  limited  number  of  2  of  them.  I  thought  I 
had  secured  200  alto^ther  for  our  army,  but  I  received  but  40,  and 
inost  of  these  not  until  we  had  reached  tne  Chickahominy.  As  early 
aa  Aogost  21,  1861,  I  requested  the  Quartermaster-General  to  intro- 
duce tSiese  litters  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  a  regiment    On  the  8th  of 
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October  I  asked  for  50  of  Davies'  plan,  and  on  the  lOth  of  November  I 
recommended  Kohlen's  to  the  attention  of  General  Van  Vliet.  I  insti- 
tuted some  experiments  with  these,  from  which  I  was  led  to  doubt 
whether  they  could  entirely  replace  the  two-wheeled  ambulances.  There 
was  more  motion  than  I  expected  when  the  litters  were  placed  horizon- 
tally; in  a  sitting  posture  the  wounded  man  could  ride  very  comfortably* 
They  have  the  {^vantage  of  being  readily  carried  wherever  a  horse  or 
mule  can  be  led,  and  the  disadvantage  of  affording  no  protection  against 
the  weather. 

In  a  report  upon  the  distribution  of  ambulances,  dated  January  7. 
1862, 1  recommended  that  a  suitable  number  of  horses  should  be  trainea 
to  carry  these  litters,  and  February  13 1  repeated  this  suggestion.  This 
was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  carried  into  eftbct,  but  for  some  reason 
it  was  not  done. 

I  append  my  report  of  January  7  to  show  the  policy  pursued  in  rela- 
tion to  ambulances  whUe  we  were  in  Washington  and  the  reasons  for  it. 
This  report  was  approved  by  yourself,  and  its  suggestions  directed  to 
be  observed.    (See  Appendix  D.) 

In  estimating  the  number  of  ambulances  required  for  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  it  was  at  once  apparent  that  the  army  allowance  was 
altogether  in  excess  of  what  could  be  obtained  or  what  could  be  man- 
aged, even  if  it  were  to  be  had.  This  allowance  would  have  made  a  train 
of  four-wheeled  ambulances  5  miles  in  length,  and  of  two-wheeled  am> 
bulances  about  20,  making  a  total  train  of  25  miles.  To  mention  this 
shows  how  preposterous  the  thing  would  be.  The  schedule  was  never 
intended  for  an  army  of  100,000  men,  but  for  a  regiment  or  detach- 
ment, making  a  long  march  over  the  plains  or  in  an  Indian  country. 
Still,  great  discontent  was  manifested  by  a  number  of  officers,  whose 
resi)onsibilities  were  limited  to  a  single  regiment  or  brigade,  that  the 
whole  number  was  not  furnished.  After  a  careful  consideration  of  the 
matter  I  made  a  report  on  the  subject,  which  will  be  found  in  the  ap^ 
])endix  marked  E.  Here  I  estimated  for  250  four-wheeled.  I  hoped 
this  number  might  be  obtained.  It  was,  however,  never  reached;  and  I 
was  obliged  afterwards  to  contrive  the  best  I  could  to  make  the  number 
actually  furnished  go  as  far  as  possible.  The  events  on  the  Peninsula 
convinced  me  that  my  original  estimate  was  the  minimum  that  would 
have  enabled  us  to  get  along  without  serious  discomfort.  The  atrocious 
roads  in  that  region  destroyed  a  considerable  portion  of  those  we  had, 
embarrassing  the  operations  of  my  department  very  materially. 

General  Van  Vliet  having  reported  the  number  of  ambulanoes  of 
both  sorts  he  had  in  depot  and  in  the  possession  of  the  troops,  after 
comparing  the  latter  with  tiie  reports  of  my  inspectors  I  found  he  could 
furnish  only  12  of  the  four-wheeled  and  22  of  the  two-wheeled  to  each 
division  of  the  army,  with  a  proiK>rtionate  number  to  commands  of 
less  size.  I  accordingly  submitted  that  plan  of  distribution  to  General 
Williams  on  the  5th  of  March,  and  in  the  same  letter  I  repeated  an 
estimate  I  had  made  on  the  27th  of  February  for  1  ordinary  transpor- 
tation wagon  to  each  regiment,  for  the  conveyance  of  medicines,  stores, 
mess-chests,  and  hospital  tents.  The  latter  was  orde^d  and  very  gen- 
erally l^nished.  On  the  10th  of  March,  18G2,  having  received  orders 
to  move  the  ambulances  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  I  called  upon  General 
Van  Vliet  to  make  the  distribution  according  to  my  plan,  and  inclosed 
him  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Williams  as  his  guide.  I  moved  with 
the  headquarters  to  Fairfax  Gourt-House  the  next  day.  When  the  army 
was  assembled  there  the  ambulances  were  not  in  position. 

The  army  being  ordered  to  fall  back  upon  Alexandria,  I  hastened  to 
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Waahingtoiif  and  had  an  interview  with  General  Van  Yliet  on  this  snb- 
iecL  He  informed  me  he  had  ordered  36  fonr-wheeled  ambalances  from 
Penyyille  to  Fort  Monroe,  and  that  he  would  send  on  86  more  from 
Washington.  That  would  have  given  us  177  for  the  whole  army,  in- 
dnding  McDowell's  corps  and  Blenker's  division.  This  was  too  few, 
but  it  was  the  best  that  could  be  done  with'  the  number  reported  on 
hand.  Colonel  Inmlls  being  under  the  impression  that  there  was  still 
a  large  number  at  Perryville,  I  telegraphed  to  Washington  to  have  50 
more  added  to  our  allotment,  but  I  did  not  get  them.  In  fhct,  the  last 
of  the  original  86  did  not  reach  us  till  the  1st  of  May }  12  were  received 
April  9, 16  April  15,  and  58  May  1. 

In  thetnean  time  the  divisions  of  Stone  at  Poolesville,  Banks  at  Sandy 
Hook,  Lockwood  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  Lander  at 
CiuDberland,  had  been  fhmished  with  as  many  carriages  of  each  sort 
as  we  could  spare  and  they  were  likely  to  need.  Stone  had  59  two- 
wheeled,  7  four-wheeled,  and  67  transport  carts.  They  proved  amply 
sufficient  to  remove  his  wounded  after  the  action  at  Ball's  Bluff  with 
the  greatest  speed  and  safety  to  his  hospitals.  This  affair  was  misrep- 
resented by  some  volunteer  philanthropist  to  the  Sanitary  Commission. 
My  report  from  Brigade  Surgeon  Crosby,  who  conducted  the  hospital 
administration  on  that  occasion — an  officer  who  has  no  superiors  in  the 
oorps  to  which  he  belongs — shows  that  his  carriages  were  promptly  as 
near  the  field  as  they  could  be  brought.  He  could  not  very  well  cross 
either  the  canal  or  the  Potomac  Biver  with  his  train. 

The  most  feasible  plan  for  organizing  a  force  to  act  as  an  ambulance 
oorps  engaged  my  attention  at  an  early  x>eriod.  Several  proi>osition8 
▼ere  made  by  foreigners  to  raise  and  command  such  a  corps.  They 
▼»e  mere  repetitions  of  the  Continental  systems,  and  however  servicea- 
ble they  might  have  promised  to  be,  they  could  not  under  the  then  exist- 
ing laws  have  been  raised  for  our  army.  The  only  plan  that  appeared 
to  be  within  my  reach  was  that  adopted  and  established  by  the  sixth 
paragraph  of  Orders  No.  20.  The  regulations  of  the  army  authorized 
a  detail  of  10  men  firom  each  regiment  for  hospital  attendants.  The 
bands  of  regiments  had  long  been  used  for  the  purpose  I  wanted  them 
for  in  time  of  action  in  our  service,  and  I  could  by  the  plans  indicated 
expect  to  command  about  25  men  to  a  regiment  to  serve  as  ambulance 
attendants  when  wanted.  They  required,  however,  to  be  instructed  in 
that  duty,  and  with  that  view  they  were  ordered  to  be  drilled  regularly 
every  day  by  the  medical  officers  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
brigade  surgeons.  Whenever  this  order  was  obeyed,  the  progress  of  the 
men  in  the  drill  was  quite  satisfEictory.  It  was  at  least  a  beginning  of 
an  ambulance  corps.  Perhaps  a  distinct  ambulance  corps  may  yet  be 
made  a  part  of  our  military  establishment.  I  am  satisfied  it  would  con- 
tribute essentially  to  the  efficiency  of  the  hospital  department.  The 
sorgeon-general  of  Pennsylvania,  under  date  of  September  19,  1861, 
requested  authority  to  organize  such  a  corps  at  Camp  Curtin  for  the 
troops  of  his  State.  I  indorsed  his  proposal  favorably  and  referred  it 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  no  action  was  taken  upon  it.  An  elaborate 
project  for  an  ambulance  corps  was  submitted  to  the  Surgeon-Ceneral 
by  a  Mr.  Pfersching,  and  by  him  referred  to  me  for  examination  in  March, 
1862.    Upon  this  plan  I  made  the  report  marked  F  in  the  appendix. 

OEl^BAL  HOSPITALS. 

When  I  took  charge  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  I  supposed  that  the 
general  hospitals  within  the  limits  of  that  army  were  under  my  control. 
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and  that  it  devolved  upon  me  80  to  extend  their  capacity  as  to  provide 
accommodation  for  the  number  of  sick  and  woanded  that  we  ahonld  be 
likely  to  have.  The  bnildings  already  provided  and  occupied  were  seen 
at  once  to  be  totally  inadequate.  The  entire  hospital  establishment  in 
Washington,  Georgetown.  Alexandria,  Baltimore,  and  Annapolis  oon« 
taiued  but  2,700  beds.  The  Sanitary  Commission  being  in  session  in 
Washington  about  the  1st  of  September,  an  invitation  was  extended  to 
me  to  assist,  which  I  accepted.  They  were  then  discussing  the  subject 
of  general  hospitals.  The;  seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  as  many  as  5,000  beds  in  Washington.  I  explained  to  the  gentle- 
men at  some  length  my  views  on  the  subject,  and  endeavore4  to  show 
them  that  20,000  beds  at  least  would  be  required.  After  several  days^ 
consideration  the  Commission  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  request  him  to  have  firame  buildings  erected  suffl- 
deut  to  accommodate  15,000  men,  and  to  request  ^our  approval  of  the 
same.  The  subject  was  brought  to  your  notice  m  a  letter  fh>m  Mr. 
Gibbs,  one  of  the  Commission,  which  letter  was  referred  to  me.  and  was 
the  occasion  of  my  first  report  to  you  in  reference  to  general  nospitals. 
This  report,  dated  September  9, 1861,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix, 
marked  G. 

I  had  at  that  time  taken  some  steps  to  increase  the  existing  establish- 
ment to  meet  immediate  wants,  when  I  was  informed  by  the  Surgeon- 
General  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  charged  him  with  the  superin- 
tendence and  control  of  this  matter,  and  that  he  should  have  aU  that 
was  necessary  provided  in  due  season.  My  report,  however,  with  a 
letter  from  the  Sanitary  Commission,  was  submitted  by  you  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  yourseUl  In  the  course  of 
the  month  it  was  returned  to  you,  with  authority  to  make  your  own 
arrangement  for  providing  hospitals.  I  was  then  directed  by  you  to  go 
on  with  this  work,  but  fln»t  to  submit  my  plans  to  yon.  I  was,  as  I 
stated  in  my  first  report,  decidedly  in  &vor  of  putting  up  cheap  Drame 
buildings,  expressly  designed  for  hospitals,  in  preference  to  relying  upon 
hotels,  school-houses,  and  the  like,  as  seemed  to  be  the  existing  plan. 
I  fully  believed  suitable  buildings  could  be  erected  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing 125  per  bed.  I  had  seen  such  a  plan  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  Harris, 
of  the  Commission,  and  had  been  promised  a  copy  of  it.  The  Commis- 
sion, however,  objected  to  his  burnishing  it,  agreeing  to  send  me  a  much 
better  plan,  and  one  sufiQciently  economical  to  suit  my  views.  After 
tedious  delays  their  drawings  were  at  last  sent  to  Washington.  They 
were  the  design  of  an  architect  in  New  York,  taken  from  the  general 
plan  of  the  Lariboisiere  in  Paris,  excellent  in  itself^  but  too  costly  I 
i(Bared  for  our  purposes.  The  expense,  as  estimatea  by  the  architect, 
was  (75  per  bed.  Time  pressing,  and  it  being  too  late  to  wait  for  other 
plans,  I  reluctantly  determined  to  adopt  it,  after  having  made  certain 
modifications  that  would  not  impair  its  advantages,  but  would  reduce 
the  cost  to  about  $60  per  bed — i.  6.,  if  the  architect's  estimate  could  be 
relied  on.  I  submitted  the  plan  to  you,  accompanied  with  a  report 
(See  Appendix  H.)  I  adhered  in  this  report  to  my  original  estimate  for 
20,000  men  as  a  minimum.  To  the  plan  proposed  you  objected  on 
account  of  the  exi)ense  in  the  then  condition  of  the  Treasury,  but  you 
thought  that  one-fourth  of  the  buildings  I  had  recommended  might  be 
X)ut  up.  I  then  proposed  to  go  to  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  and  Fhilik 
delphia,  to  see  what  could  be  done  there  to  increase  our  accommodations, 
hoping  that  by  evacuating  all  our  hospitals  in  the  vicinity  of  Washing- 
ton, witluthe  addition  of  the  5,000  beds  to  be  provided  in  the  new  build- 
ings, we  might  be  able  to  get  along  with  tolerable  comfort  in  the  event 
of  a  oattle.    Upon  my  return  I  submitted  the  report  in  Appendix  L 
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When  tiie  QoartenDaster-Geneial  advertiaed  for  proposals  to  pat  ap 
the  new  baildiiigs^  instead  of  (15.000  for  each  200  beds,  as  estimated 
by  the  architect,  the  bids  ranged  from  aboat  (30,000  to  (80,000.  This 
expense  could  not  be  incnned,  and  two  only  of  the  buildings,  sufOicient 
for  iOO  men,  were  attempted,  and  it  was  many  months  before  they  were 
completed.  In  tlie  mean  time  some  of  the  Piiiladdphia  hospitals  were 
pat  in  or^er.  In  February,  1862,  900  beds  were  ready  in  that  city.  In 
l^o?ember,  1861,  a  new  hospital  in  Alexandria  was  prepared,  capable  of 
receiving  900  patients.  In  the  same  month  Minnesota  Bow  was  taken 
and  ordered  to  be  fitted  up,  and  I  succeeded  in  securing  200  beds  in  the 
Saint  Elizabeth  Asylum.  These  hospitals  were  fitted  up  with  great  care, 
and  made  as  comfortable  as  such  buildings  could  be  made.  They  were 
well  organized,  and  provided  with  comi)etent  medical  staffs  and  good 
noraes.  They  gave  us  a  total  accommodation  of  about  6,000  beds,  and 
were  sufficient  to  receive  the  sick  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  when  it 
was  put  en  route  for  the  Peninsula.  It  was  a  source  of  deep  regret  to 
me  that  I  was  unable  to  accomplish  at  least  so  much  of  my  original  plan 
as  had  received  your  approval,  but  at  that  time  such  a  thing  was  im- 
possible in  Washington.  Anywhere  else  it  could  and  would  have  been 
done.  Subsequent  events  have  shown  that  if  it  had  been  done,  much 
inconvenience  and  suffering  might  have  been  spared. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  army  during  this  period  was  very  sat- 
isfiictoiy.  My  records  show  a  constantly-increasing  immunity  from  dis- 
ease. I  regret  that  I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  retained  copies  of 
my  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  made  to  the  Surgeon-Oeueral. 
I  left  a  locked  chest,  containing  my  official  documents  and  correspond- 
ence, in  one  of  the  militaiy  stores  in  Washington  when  we  took  the  field. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Oeneral  Meigs  what  remains  of  those  records 
has  been  transmitted  to  me.  The  assistant  quartermaster  in  whose  care 
the  chest  was  left  Informs  me  it  was  ordered  to  the  Surgeon-C^eneral's 
Office,  opened^  and  some  of  the  papers  removed.  I  miss  from  it  the 
reports  of  my  inspectors,  the  duplicates  of  my  sick  reports,  my  records 
of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  slurmishes  in  ux>nt  of  Washington,  and 
various  other  iMtpers.  Fortunately  what  has  been  permitted  to  remain 
will  Buffiae  to  give  a  very  good  idea  of  the  sanitary  history  of  your  anny 
ap  to  March  1, 1862. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  during  this  period  included  the  divisions 
of  Stone  at  Poolesville,  Banks  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Frederick,  Dix  at 
Baltimore,  and  the  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington.  August  22, 
1861, 33  per  cent,  of  the  troops  encamped  on  the  flats  near  Arlington 
were  reported  sick  with  diarrhea  and  malarial  fever.  I  have  already 
alloded  to  the  action  taken  in  reference  to  these  men;  they  belonged  to 
McDowell's  division.  On  the  13th  February,  1862,  this  same  division 
luid  but  9  serious  cases  in  a  force  of  10,000  men;  there  were,  in  ad- 
dition, some  200  cases  of  catarrh  and  a  few  of  measles.  There  had  been 
in  the  mean  time,  as  in  other  portions  of  the  army,  some  typhoid  fever, 
but  at  the  but  date  it  had  almost  entirely  disappeared. 

I  have  already  remarked  upon  the  constantly -recurring  outbreaks  of 
nieaales  among  the  volunteers.  We  had  more  or  less  of  it  among  dif- 
ferent commands  during  this  whole  period.  In  February,  1862,  it  was 
prevailing  in  the  Bailr^td  Brigade.  In  January  it  was  rife  in  Dix's 
division,  in  Baltimore.  September  14, 1861.  Stone  had  6,000  men  at 
Poolesville,  with  but  54  sick  inhospitskl,  one-nfth  of  whom  had  measles, 
tUe  remainder  typhoid  and  intermittent  fever.  September  21, 9,000  men 
<^ie  reported  at  Poolesville.  with  91  in  hospital  and  254  in  quarters. 
Febroaiy  3, 1862,  measles  alone  kept  up  the  number  of  men  in  hospitals 
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in  Fitz-Jobn  Porter's  division.  On  the  8th  of  the  same  month  measles 
are  reported  as  having  disappeared,  while  the  namber  of  sick  in  quarters 
is  reported  as  materially  re<laced,  notwithstanding  tlie  inclemency  of 
the  weather.  Typhoid  fever  appeared  in  some  of  the  camps  dnring  the 
aatnmn,  bnt  gradaally  disappeared  as  winter  advanced.  This  disease  is 
now  and  has  been  for  years  endemic  in  the  United  States.  We  could 
not  hope  to  escape  it  altogether.  In  some  few  regiments,  under  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  there  were  a  good  many  cases,  but  taken  as  a  whole, 
and  considering  the  number  of  men  in  the  camps,  the  cases  were  so  few, 
we  might  almost  ignore  it  altogether.  In  Hunt's  artillery  reserve  dur- 
inc^  the  last  quarter  of  1861  it  prevailed  to  some  extent,  but  in  January 
it  nad  entirely  disapx)eared.  This  command  had  during  this  time  one 
of  the  largest  sick  reports  in  the  army.  On  the  31st  January,  1862, 
the  prevalent  diseases  in  it  were  reported  to  be  catarrh  and  bronchitis, 
attributed  to  the  effects  of  the  rains  and  thaws. 

In  October  and  November,  1861,  with  an  army  averaging  130,000 
men,  we  had  7,932  oases  of  fevers  of  all  sorts.  Of  these  al^nt  1,000 
were  reported  as  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  I  know  that  errors  of  diag- 
nosis were  frequently  committed,  and  therefore  this  must  be  consider^ 
as  the  limit  of  typhoid  cases.  If  any  army  in  the  world  can  show  such 
a  record  as  this,  I  do  not  know  when  and  where  it  was  assembled. 

The  most  striking  contrasts  were  exhibited  in  the  relative  health  of 
the  troops  from  different  States  and  sometimes  among  regiments  from 
the  same  State.  Thus,  in  November,  1861,  with  a  mean  ratio  of  6.5  per 
cent,  sick  in  the  whole  army,  twelve  Massachusetts  regiments  gave  an 
average  of  50  sick  each ;  five  Vermont,  an  average  of  144  each,  and 
thirty -five  Pennsylvania,  an  average  of  61  each.  In  January,  1862,  the 
Twelfth  Massachusetts,  1,005  strong,  had  but  4  sick ;  the  Thirteenth, 
1,008  strong,  but  11 ;  while  the  Fifteenth,  800  strong,  had  68.  In  the 
same  month  the  Fifth  Vermont.  1,000  strong,  had  271  sick ;  the  Fourth, 
1,047  strong,  had  244  sick;  while  the  Second,  1,021  strong,  had  but  87, 
and  theTThird,  900  strong,  had  but  84.  All  these  regiments  were  in  the 
same  brigade  and  encamped  side  by  side.  The  Tenth  Pennsylvania 
Beserves,  965  strong,  had  7  sick ;  the  First  Pennsylvania  Kifles,  889 
strong,  had  67  sick  3  and  the  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  890  strong, 
had  96  sick. 

The  health  of  some  of  the  regiments,  under  adverse  hygienic  circum- 
stances, seemed  to  set  all  reasoning  at  defiance.  Thus,  in  February. 
1862.  Colonel  Geary's  Pennsylvania  regiment,  of  Banks'  division,  that 
had  oeen  serving  all  summer  ux>on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac  and  the 
canal,  had  but  2.5  per  cent.  sick.  There  was  a  constant  improvement 
in  the  health  of  the  whole  army  as  the  season  progressed,  and  at  the 
time  the  march  to  Fairfax  Court- House  was  ordered,  with  a  very  few 
exceptions,  every  regiment  in  it  was  in  the  moat  satisiactory  condition. 
Some  of  them  showed  a  most  extraordinary  improvement.  Thus,  in 
four  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  troops  in  McCall's  division,  there  were 
but  68  men  on  the  sick  report  on  the  1st  of  March,  1862. 

The  records  in  my  possession  show  that  in — 

September,  1861,  among  84,788  men,  we  had  6,007  sick =7  per  cent 

October,  1861,  among  116,763  men,  we  had  7,443  sick=6.07  per  cent. 

November,  1861,  among  142,577  men,  we  had  9,281  sick=6.50  per 
cent. 

January,  1862,  among  181,082  men,  we  had  11,225  sick=:6.18  per  cent 

Of  these  the  men  sick  in  the  regimental  and  general  hospitals  were 
less  than  one-half;  the  remainder  were  slight  cases,  under  treatment  in 
quarters.    The  health  of  particular  regiments  was  at  this  time  very  re- 


Chat.ZIV.I  genebal  bepohts.  93 

markable*  Thus,  the  Second  Rhode  Island  had  bat  .45  per  cent,  sick, 
the  Seventh  Maasachnsetta  1.99,  the  Ninety-eighth  Pennsylvania  1.21, 
the  First  Long  Island  1.46,  and  the  mean  of  Keyes'  division  was  but  3.29. 
Doling  this  time,  so  far  as  rumor  was  concerned,  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac was  being  decimated  by  disease  every  month.  The  reports  from 
tbeTegimental  headqnarters  were  only  less  erroneous  than  rumor.  The 
statistics  I  have  given  are  from  the  weekly  and  monthly  reports  of  medi- 
cal officers.  It  was  ascertained  to  be  the  general  habit  of  the  captains 
to  report  every  man  sick  who  found  it  convenient  to  report  himself  so. 
The  difTerence  between  these  reports  and  the  facts  is  illustrated  in  my 
letter  to  General  Williams  of  January  28,  1862,  a  copy  of  which  is 
appended,  marked  K*  I  append  also  a  report  in  relation  to  that  sub- 
ject made  to  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Army  January  4j  1862  (L). 

During  this  period  there  were  frequent  skirmishes,  giving  a  number 
of  wounded  men.  Two  affairs  of  importance  took  place :  On  the  21st  of 
October,  1861,  the  battle  of  Ball's  Blutt',  and  on  the  20th  of  December, 
General  Ord^s  afGEiir  at  Dranesville.  In  the  former,  280  men  were  re- 
ported wounded ;  in  the  latter,  34.  Of  the  wounds  at  Ball's  Bluff  93 
were  in  the  head  and  face— a  very  large  proportion — showing  the  accu- 
racy of  fire  of  the  enemy,  as  well  as  Uie  skill  with  which  they  availed 
themselves  of  the  advantage  they  possessed  on  that  occasion. 

This  concludes  the  first  period.    I  hope  to  resume  the  subject  and  to 
report  upon  the  second  i>eriod  in  a  few  days. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant* 

GHAS.  S.  TRIPLBB, 

Surffeauj  U.  8.  Army. 

M%j.  Gen.  George  B.  MoOlellan,  U.  B.  Army. 

[Appendix  A.] 

Genebal  Ordebs,  )  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac^ 

No.  20.  I  Washingtany  October  3,  1861. 

The  following  regulations  respecting  the  duties  of  brigade  surgeons 
are  published  for  the  government  of  all  concerned : 

I.  The  brigade  surgeons  will  firequently  inspect  the  police,  cooking, 
clothing,  and  cleanliness  of  the  camps  and  men  in  their  respective  bri- 
gades ;  the  position  and  condition  of  the  sinks,  the  drainage  of  the  camp 
grounds,  the  ventilation  of  the  tents,  &c.;  making  written  reports  to 
the  brigade  commanders  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  any  errors  in  these 
respects  require  correction,  and  sending  duplicates  of  these  reports  to 
the  medical  director  of  the  army. 

n.  They  will  see  that  the  medicines,  hospital  stores,  instmments,  and 
dressings  of  the  several  regimental  surgeons  are  kept  constantly  suffi- 
cient in  quantity  in  good  order,  and  always  ready  for  active  service. 

IIL  They  will  collect  from  the  several  regimental  surgeons  and  trans- 
mit every  Saturday  morning  to  the  medical  director  a  copy  of  their 
morning  report  made  to  the  commanding  officer  of  their  regiment,  and 
will  accompany  these  with  remarks  showing  the  character  of  the  prin- 
cipal diseases  prevailing. 

lY.  They  will  prompUy  report  to  the  medical  director  all  changes  in 
station  or  location  of  themselves  or  of  any  of  the  medical  officers  in  their 
brigades,  with  the  number,  date,  and  authority  of  the  order  by  which 
Bnch  changes  were  made. 

y.  They  will  inspect  carefhily  all  men  receiving  certificates  of  dis- 
ability for  discharge,  and  if  they  approve,  they  Tnll  countersign  such 
oertiflcates. 
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YL  The  hospital  attendants,  to  the  number  of  10  men  to  a  regiment, 
and  the  regimental  bands,  will  be  assembled  nnder  the  supervision  of 
the  brigade  surgeons,  and  will  be  drilled  one  hoar  each  day,  except  Snn- 
day,  by  the  regimental  medical  officers,  in  setting  up  and  dismantling 
the  hand-stretchers,  litters,  and  ambnlances ;  in  handling  men  carefhlly ; 
placing  them  upon  the  litters  and  am  balance  beds ;  patting  them  into 
the  ambnlances,  taking  them  oat,  &c.;  carrying  men  upon  the  hand- 
stretchers  (observing  that  the  leading  hearer  steps  off  with  the  left  foot 
and  the  rear  bearer  with  the  right);  in  short,  in  everything  that  can 
render  this  service  effective  and  the  most  comfortable  for  the  wounded 
who  are  to  be  transported. 

YIL  Brigade  surgeons  will  see  that  the  orders  of  the  commanding 
general  in  relation  to  the  uses  to  which  ambnlances  are  to  be  applied 
are  strictly  obeyed,  and  they  will  report  promptly  to  the  brigade  com- 
manders all  infractions  of  these  orders.  . 

YIII.  Whenever  a  skirmish  or  affair  of  outposts  .occnrs  in  which  any 
portion  of  thieir  brigades  is  engaged,  they  will  see  that  the  ambulances 
and  stretchers,  properly  manned  with  the  drilled  men,  are  in  immediate 
attendance  to  bring  off  the  wounded,  and  that  the  regimental  medical 
officers  are  at  their  posts,  with  their  instrument'*,  dressings,  and  hospital 
knapsacks  in  complete  order  and  ready  for  immediate  use,  so  that  no 
delay  may  occur  in  rendering  the  necessary  surgical  aid  to  the  wouni leiL 

IX.  They  will  report  in  writing  to  the  medical  director,  within  twenty- 
four  hours  after  any  affair  with  the  enemy,  the  name,  rank,  and  regi- 
ment of  each  of  the  wounded,  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  wound, 
and  the  surgical  means  adopted  in  the  case. 

X.  Brigade  surgeons  will  be  held  responsible  that  the  hospital  serv- 
ice in  their  brigailes  is  kept  constantly  effective  and  in  readiness  for 
any  emergency.  No  remissness  in  this  respect  will  be  tolerated  or  over- 
looked. 

By  command  of  Miyor-G«neral  McGlellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assintant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Note. — ^The  medical  director  desires  that  exsection  of  the  shoulder 
and  elbow  joint  shall  be  resorted  to  in  preference  to  amputation  in  all 
cases  offering  a  reasonable  hope  of  success,  and  that  Pirigoff 's  operation 
at  the  ankle  should  be  preferred  to  Ghopart's  or  to  amputation  above 
the  ankle,  in  cases  that  might  admit  of  a  choice. 

[Appendix  B.] 

Oenebal  Orders  ^  Hdqhs.  Abscy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  9.  i  Washington^  September  9, 1861^ 

I.  The  attention  of  brigade  and  regimental  commissaries  of  sub- 
sistence and  of  officers  acting  as  such  is  directed  to  paragraphs  20,  21, 
and  22,  Subsistence  Regulations,  or  paragraphs  1073, 1074,  and  1075, 
Army  Regulations,  1857.  Subsistence  officers  must  make  issues  to  the 
hospital,  and  keep  the  accounts  of  the  hospital  Ainds  in  strict  oon- 
forihity  with  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  cited. 

II.  All  changes  of  station  of  medical  officers  are  to  be  promptly  re- 
ported to  the  medical  director  at  these  headquarters,  and  the  authority 
given  by  which  the  change  was  made. 

III.  Leaves  of  absence  to  medical  officers  are  prohibited,  unless 
gninted  at  these  headquarters. 

IV.  Patients  will  not  be  sent  from  the  regimental  to  the  general 
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hospitals  without  the  aothority  of  the  medical  director.  Applications 
for  this  authority  mast  be  made  iu  writing,  specifying  the  names  and 
diseases  of  the  patients,  and  be  handed  in  to  the  office  of  the  medical 
director  between  the  hoars  of  9  and  10  a.  m. 

V.  When  a  soldier  is  sent  to  general  hospital,  his  company  com- 
mander shall  certify  and  send  with  him  his  descriptive  list  and  accoant 
of  pay  and  clothing. 

VI.  Male  norses  and  cooks  for  general  hospitals  are  to  be  detailed 
irom  the  privates  of  the  army,  regular  and  volanteer.  The  allowance 
will  be  1  nnrse  to  10  patients,  and  1  cook  to  30.  Where  women  are 
employed,  the  number  of  men  to  be  called  for  will  not  exceed  the  num- 
ber safficient  to  make  up  the  whole  force  to  the  allowance  above  author- 
ized.   Hired  nurses  and  cooks  will  be  forthwith  discharged. 

YIL  Men  reported  at  the  general  hospitals  for  duty  will  be  sent  by 
the  sargeons  in  charge  to  the  office  of  the  medical  director  at  10  a.  m. 
for  the  passes  necessary  for  them  to  r^oin  their  regiments. 

Tin.  Medical  officers  joining  this  army  for  duty,  with  or  without 
troops,  will  report  promptly  to  the  medical  dii'ector  iu  person.  If  with 
troops,  they  will  report  the  number  of  men,  the  state  of  their  supplies, 
and  ambulance  transportation. 

IX.  Ambulances  wiU  not  be  used  for  any  other  than  the  specific  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  designed,  viz,  the  transportation  of  the  sick 
and  wounded,  except  by  the  written  authority  of  the  brigade  com- 
mander, the  medical  director  of  the  army,  and  the  quartermasters  in 
charge  of  them  in  the  city  of  Washington.  The  provost-marshal  is 
directed  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  this  order  are  carried  out,  and 
will  arrest  every  officer  and  confine  every  private  and  non-commis- 
sioned officer  who  is  found  violating  it 

X.  All  Government  ambulances  now  in  possession  of  regiments  or 
separate  corps  will  be  turned  in  to  the  chief  quartermaster,  with  the 
exoeption  of  1  two-wheeled  ambulance  to  each  regiment.  One  two- 
wheeled  transport  cart  will  be  allowed  to  each  general  hospital  for  the 
conveyance  of  marketing  and  hospital  stores. 

XL  The  reveille  will  not  be  beaten  until  after  sunrise,  and  hot  coffee 
will  be  issued  to  the  troops  immediately  after  reveille  roll-call,  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  the  effects  of  mi^ria. 
By  command  of  Mi\}or-Gen€attl  McGlellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A^sittant  Adjutant-OenerdL 

[Appendix  C] 

Headqtjabters  Army  op  the  Potomac, 
Medical  Director's  Office^  WashingUm^  November  26, 1861. 

The  inspectors  of  hospitals  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  .will  proceed  to  the  camps  of  such  divisions  of  the  army  as  they 
inay  be  directed  to  visit  from  time  to  time,  and  will  institute  careful  and 
rigid  inspections  as  to  the  following  points : 

L  Whether  there  is  a  brigade  surgeon  on  duty  with  the  brigade ; 
what  is  his  name  and  date  of  commission ;  whether  he  is  active,  com- 
petent, and  attentive  to  his  duties ;  whether  the  duties  assigned  to  bri- 
gade surgeons  in  General  Orders,  No.  20,  are  fully  comprehended  and 
faithfully  carried  out. 

IL  Whether  each  regiment  in  any  brigade  is  provided  with  a  sup- 
geon  and  assistant  surgeon ;  what  are  their  names,  dates  of  commis- 
sion, and  dates  of  mustering  in ;  whether  they  are  present  and  for  duty 
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with  their  regiments ;  if  absent,  by  what  authority,  for  what  reasons, 
and  how  long. 

III.  The  number  of  hospital  tents ;  how  many  have  been  received,  and 
from  what  source ;  whether  they  are  used  for  the  sick ;  if  diverted  to  any 
other  use,  by  what  authority  this  was  done ;  whether  the  hospital  teuts 
are  prox>erly  located,  sufficiently  warmed  and  ventilated,  furnished  witJi 
bunks  and  bedding,  and  kept  in  good  police. 

IV.  Whether  there  is  a  competent  hospital  steward  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  hospital  attendants ;  whether  these  men  are  well  selected,  and 
attentive  to  their  duties. 

V.  How  many  men  are  sick  in  hospital;  how  many  in  quarters! 
What  are  the  prevailing  diseases  in  each  t 

YI.  Whether  there  is  a  brigade  hospital ;  if  so,  how  is  it  situated;  how 
8er\'ed;  stewards,  attendants,  &c.  What  kind  of  building  is  itt  Is  it 
comfortable,  in  good  repair,  and  sufficiently  provided  with  bunks  and 
beddiug  t  Can  it  be  advantageously  dispensed  with  t  Should  any  of 
the  patients  be  sent  to  the  general  hospitals  t  How  many  patients  does 
it  contain,  and  what  are  the  diseases  t  Is  the  building  sufficiently  ven- 
tilated and  warmed  t 

VII.  What  is  the  condition  of  medicines,  hospital  stores,  instni- 
ments,  and  dressings  t  Are  they  sufficient  to  enable  the  regiment  to 
take  the  field t  If  deficient,  in  what  respect!  Has  any  record  been 
kept  of  the  supply  received  t  Have  they  been  judiciously  and  faith- 
fully used  t 

VIII.  Has  the  hospital  fund  been  kept  in  accordance  with  paragraph 
1,  General  Orders,  No.  9 :  if  not,  who  is  responsible  for  the  neglect  t 

IX.  How  many  and  what  kind  of  ambulances  are  on  hand ;  what  is 
their  condition ;  from  what  source  were  they  received  t  Is  their  use 
strictly  confined  to  the  transportation  of  the  sick  and  the  ambulance 
drills;'  if  not,  who  is  to  blame  t 

X.  Are-  the  records  of  the  hospitals  properly  keptf  Do  the  sur- 
geons send  in  their  weekly  reports  to  the  brigade  surgeons  for  the  med- 
ical director  t 

XL  What  is  the  condition  of  tiie  camp  f  Is  it  well  located;  if  not,  can 
its  location  be  advantageously  changed  1  Is  it  well  drained  and  well 
policed  t    Are  the  tents  in  good  order  and  well  ventilated  t 

XII.  Are  the  men  well  clothed  t    Are  their  persons  kept  deian  f 

XIII.  How  is  the  cooking  done  t  Are  the  messes  inspected,  and  by 
whom  t    Are  the  provisions  good  f 

XIV.  Are  the  men's  sinks  properly  located  and  attended  to  1 

XV.  What  means  are  resorted  to  for  warming  the  camps  and  are 
they  eflTective  t 

XVI.  What  is  the  strength  of  the  regiments  T 

XVII.  What  is  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  regiment  t  How 
many  would  have  to  be  sent  to  the  general  hospitals  if  the  regiment  were 
ordered  to  march  f 

Upon  all  these  points  a  systematic  report  will  be  made  to  the  medical 
director  immediately  after  each  inspection.  Where  the  inspectors  per- 
ceive hygienic  errors  to  exist,  they  will  call  the  attention  of  the  proper 
authority  to  them  at  once,  and  state  in  the  report  of  the  inspection  that 
they  have  done  so.  The  inspectors  will  also  examine  the  medical  offi- 
cers upon  their  duties,  to  ascertain  whether  they  understand  them, 
taking  the  regulations  as  their  guide.  They  will  instruct  the  medical 
officers  in  their  duties,  being  careful  to  correct  any  errors  they  may 
have  imbibed,  and  to  point  out  to  them  the  scope  and  correct  maimer 
of  performing  their  duties. 
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The  surgeon's  call  should  be  beaten  in  the  presence  of  the  inspector, 
to  enable  him  to  judge  whether  the  men  understand  it,  whether  the 
men  attending  it  correspond  with  the  official  reports,  and  whether  they 
are  judiciously  treated.  The  inspectors  wiU  also  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  cases  of  the  men  who  are  recommended  for  discharge.  The 
number  of  certificates  sent  to  headquarters  indicates  either  great  facility 
in  granting  these  discharges  or  great  carelessness  in  the  inspection  of 
^e  men  at  the  time  of  their  enlistment  It  is  the  desire  of  the  general 
that  a  thorough  medical  inspection  of  the  army  be  made  as  spe^ily  as 
possible,  that  no  i>ossible  deficiency  may  exist  in  the  medical  depart- 
ment when  it  advances  upon  the  enemy,  and  to  this  end  he  commands 
all  officers^  of  whatever  rank,  to  afford  to  the  inspectors  of  hospitals 
every  facility  in  conducting  their  inspections. 

CHAS.  S.  TEIPLBE, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

[Appendiz  D.] 

Heabquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  Potomao, 

Medical  Director's  Office,  January  7, 1863. 

GsNEBAii:  In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Brigade  Surgeon  Stocker, 
inclosing  requisitions  for  ambulances  and  transport  carts  furnished  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  McCalTs  brigade,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  Uiat  the  quartermaster  in  charge  of  these  carriages  informs  me 
he  has  receipted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Crosman  for  all  that  have 
arrived  here  up  to  December  31, 1861.  I  am  fhrther  informed  upon 
inquiry  that  he  has  no  transi)ort  carts  on  hand.  Upon  the  inspection 
of  General  McCalPs  division  by  Dr.  Milhau,  inspector  of  hospitals,  on 
the  5ih  of  December,  they  had  22  two- wheeled  and  2  four-whMled  am- 
bulances and  1  transport  cart.  Four  of  the  two- wheeled  are  reported 
broken  at  this  date,  but  as  fifteen  days  elapsed  before  they  were  wanted, 
they  must  have  been  repaired  if  proper  attention  was  given  to  their 
condition.  There  have  been  reported  to  me  34  men  wounded  in  General 
Ord's  late  action.  I  suppose  this  to  be  correct,  as  the  brigade  surgeons 
are  required  by  Grenend  Orders,  No.  20,  of  1861,  to  report  to  me  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  an  action  the  names,  &c.,  of  ^e  wounded,  and 
I  have  always  found  General  McCall's  brigade  surgeons  very  punctual 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties.  There  was  then  in  Gheneral  McCall'a 
camp  sufiicient  transportation  for  the  wounded.  Why  it  was  not  sent  to 
the  battle-field  I  don't  know. 

We  have  at  this  point  48  four-wheeled  ambulances  in  use  and  23  in 
depot,  and  84  two-wheeled  in  use  and  230  in  depot.  Of  the  four- 
wheeled  we  want  20  here  constantly.  That  will  leave  28  for  distribu- 
tion, if  it  should  be  decided  upon. 

Bat  it  has  been  the  policy  to  withdraw  these  carriages  from  distribu- 
tion to  the  camps  in  this  Nicinity,  because  in  case  of  an  action  in  front 
they  can  be  readily  sent  in  a  few  hours  to  any  i)oint  or  points  where 
they  may  be  required  and  in  suitable  numbers  to  different  x>oints.  If 
distributed,  those  on  the  extreme  right  might  be  wanted  on  the  extreme 
left  or  the  reverse,  and  thus  delay  would  be  incurred  in  conmianding 
them ;  whereas  if  kept  here  a  telegram  or  a  mounted  orderly  would 
put  them  in  their  proper  position  in  a  few  hours.  Again,  if  distributed, 
for  want  of  shelter  and  want  of  care  they  would  inevitably  get  out  of 
order  in  a  short  time.  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  Dr.  Stocker's 
letter.    With  all  his  care  he  reports  them  as  being  uncomfortable  for 
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the  woondedy  because  they  have  been  used  to  cany  articles  never  in- 
tended to  go  in  them.  Becaose  we  have  now  for  the  first  time  ambn- 
lances  in  the  army  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  to  be  nsed,  or  rather 
abused,  by  employing  them  as  baggage- wagons.  For  carrying  tents, 
cooking  utensils,  and  provisions  ordinary  wagons  should  be  used. 
Transport  carts  are  intended  for  the  field  supply  of  medicines  and 
stores  and  stretchers  on  a  march.  K  there  are  no  transport  carts,  these 
articles  must  be  transported  in  common  wagons.  Ambulances  should 
never  be  used  for  this  purpose.  The  sooner  the  volunteer  medical 
ofiicers  learn  this  the  better.  I  cannot  advise  any  increased  ambulance 
traD8i)ortation  to  be  issued  to  divisions  within  reach  of  me  in  a  few 
hours  until  this  lesson  is  learned.  It  must  be  observed  that  whatever 
indulgences  are  accorded  to  one  division  must  be  accorded  to  another, 
and  however  careM  Greneral  McGall's  officers  may  be,  it  is  possible  even 
they  may  not  be  able  to  prevent  the  abuses  I  have  adverted  to  above. 
I  know  that  in  one  of  the  best  divisions  of  the  army  an  ambulance 
was  loaded  with  ammunition  by  order  of  a  colonel  of  a  regiment  of 
volunteers  to  go  to  a  sham  fight.  We  shall  want  all  our  ambulances, 
and  want  them  in  good  order,  at  some  not  distant  day,  and  if  I  can 
preserve  them  in  such  order  I  will  endeavor  to  do  it. 

For  troops  at  a  greater  distance  fh>m  this  center  I  think  a  greater 
issue  of  ambulance  transportation  is  necessary ;  accordingly  General 
Banks'  and  General  Stones  divisions  have  been  supplied.  On  the  11th 
of  December,  in  a  letter  to  you,  I  recommended  an  increased  issue  to 
Hooker's  division.  I  have  not  been  informed  if  it  was  ordered.  If 
not,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  recommendation*  For  the  brigades  in 
our  fjTont  I  should  prefer  the  present  arrangement,  with  orders  that 
when  an  action  occurs  I  should  be  called  upon  by  telegraph  or  by  a 
mounted  orderly  to  send  any  additional  supply  of  ambulances  that  may 
be  needed ;  but  if  the  general  commanding  should  disagree  with  me 
in  opinion,  then  I  propose  the  issue  of  one  four-wheeled  ambulance  to 
each  brigade  and  one  additional  two-wheeled  ambulance  to  each  regi- 
ment. 

In  this  connection  I  would  mention  that  we  now  have  a  number  of 
oaooleta,  or  horse-litters,  on  hand.  To  render  tiiese  serviceable,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  suitable  number  of  good  horses  should  be  trained  to 
carry  them.  I  would,  therefore  respectfully  and  earnestly  recommend 
that  this  should  be  undertaken  by  careful  and  competent  men  without 
delay.  After  the  horses  are  properly  trained,  one  cacokt  and  horse 
should  be  sent  to  each  brigade  for  the  ambulance  drilL 
Very  respectfully, 

GHAS.  S.  TBIPLEB, 

Medical  JHrietar. 

General  S.  Williams. 

(Appendix  B.] 
HEADQtJABTEBS  ABSCY  OF  THB  POTOUAC, 

Medical  Direetot's  Officcy  Felnruary  22, 1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  state- 
ment of  four-wheeled  ambulances  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  referred 
by  you  to  me  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  supply.  The 
statement  does  not  agree  with  the  reports  made  to  me  by  the  inspectors 
of  hospitals  in  seversd  instances,  but  that  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
wagons  being  in  possession  of  the  quartermaster  and  not  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  inspectors,  and,  fhrther,  it  is  probable  that  many  of  these 
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ambnlanees  are  wagons  fiimished  by  the  several  States  and  claimed  as 
regimental  property.  K,  however,  they  are  available  as  ambulanoes, 
tMs  18  of  little  consequence ;  but  there  are  other  inaceorades,  as.  for 
instanee,  in  Genersd  Banks^  division,  where  I  know  that  10  foniw 
▼heeled  ambnlances,  new  and  of  the  army  pattern,  are  or  ought  to  be 
in  possession  of  the  quartermaster.  In  addition  to  this,  I  know  that 
some  of  Ixis  regiments  have  four-wheeled  ambulances  fimushed  by  their 
States.  I  regret  tiiat  we  have  not  received  the  returns  of  casualties  at 
Fort  DoneLson,  as  they  would  assist  me  in  estdmatiug  for  the  probable 
wants  of  this  army.  My  estimate  shcmld  be  a  minimum  for  several 
obTious  reasons;  stall  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  make  it  too  smalL 
The  ambulance  board  estimated  for  2  four-wheeled  and  10  two-wheeled 
ambulances  for  a  regiment.  These  would  give  transportation  for  40 
men,  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  assumed  foroe.  At  this  rate  we  should 
have  500  four-wheeled  ambulances  for  this  army  and  2,500  two-wheeled. 
This  would  require  a  train  of  four-wheeled  ambulances  5  miles  long,  and 
yet  it  would  carry  but  5,000  wounded ;  whereas  in  a  general  engage- 
moDt,  with  a  force  of  200,000  men,  we  might  expect  60,000  wounded.  If 
one-half  of  these  require  ambulance  transportation,  it  would  take  3,000 
four-wheeled  army  ambulances  to  carry  Uiem,  and  the  train  would  be 
30  miles  long.  I  mention  aU  this  to  show  how  inadequate  any  attaina- 
ble train  must  be  to  provide  for  possible  wants.  Let  us  have  a  reason- 
able train,  and  if  needs  be  it  must  be  sent  back  and  forth  as  often  as 
may  be  necessary  to  remove  the  wounded  fh>m  the  field  to  the  hospitaL 

The  two-wheeled  ambulances  are  universally  condemned^  and  we 
cannot  rely  ujion  them  for  the  road.  They  are  in  my  opinion  indis* 
pensable  as  tenders  to  the  four-wheeled  ambulances.  They  can  be  run 
with  comparative  ease  where  it  would  be  impracticable  to  carry  a  four- 
wheeled  ambulance;  therefore,  to  bring  men  off  the  field  to  the  road 
or  to  the  hospitals  on  the  field  or  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  2 
miles,  they  will  be  found  very  useful.  Combined  with  the  ca4X>lets  and 
the  hand-stretchers  they  will  and  must  suffice  for  field  purposes  during 
an  action.  We  have  some  250  of  these  two-wheeled  ambulances  and 
abont  200  caeoleU.  These  in  my  opinion  are  sufficient  of  that  kind  of 
tianiqtortation  for  the  army.  The  oacolet  will  answer  for  the  road  in 
case  of  necessity,  and  perhaps  some  classes  of  wounds  might  be  trans- 
ported to  the  hospitals  in  the  two-wheeled  carts. 

I  am  furnished,  then,  with  a  basis  of  250  regiments  on  which  to  found 
my  estimate  for  the  four-wheeled  ambulances.  After  much  reflection 
I  hare  concluded  that  one  of  tiiese  of  the  army  pattern  should  be  pro- 
vided for  each  regiment  or  separate  battalion.  These  would  give  trans- 
portation for  2,500  men  (if  250  in  number),  and  would  make  a  train  2^ 
miles  in  length.  Upon  the  advance  of  course  they  would  not  be  assem- 
bled in  one  body,  but  in  sending  the  wounded  back  to  the  general  hos- 
pitals it  is  possible  they  may  &,  and  the  train  would  then  be  as  long 
and  convey  as  many  people  as  would  probably  be  sent  at  one  time  to 
the  hospitals.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  num- 
ber of  four-wheeled  ambulances  to  be  provided  for  the  army  be  one  to  a 
regiment  or  separate  corps,  and  that  it  be  of  the  army  pattern. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0HA8.  8.  TRIPLBB, 
Swrgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac 

General  S.  Williams, 

Afsittant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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Headquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 
Medical  IHreetor*s  Officej  WaMngtmy  March  6, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  instmctions, 
I  have  examined  the  plan  of  organization  of  an  ambulance  corps  sub- 
mitted by  Ch.  Pfersching.  However  desirable  a  regolarly-organized 
ambulance  corps  may  be  for  an  army,  it  is  now  too  liSe  to  raise,  drills 
and  equip  ao  elaborate  an  establishment  as  this  for  our. service.  There 
is  nothing  new  in  the  plan,  nothing  that  has  not  been  thought  of  and 
even  weighed  years  ago  in  connection  with  our  own  organization,  unless 
it  be  the  arsenal  of  pistols  and  hatchets  with  which  the  men  are  to  be 
loaded.  As  we  have  no  ambulance  corps  proper,  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  instruct  a  certain  number  of  men  in  each  regiment  in  the  duties 
appertaining  to  such  a  corps.  An  order  providing  for  the  drilling  of 
ten  men  and  the  band  of  each  regiment  to  the  ambulance  service  was 
issued  from  these  headquarters  on  the  3d  October,  1861.  This  has  been 
genersdly  faithfully  done,  and  we  now  have  a  tolerably  weU*instmcted 
body  of  men  for  this  duty.  Instructions  for  the  distribution  and  em- 
ployment of  these  men  during  an  action  have  been  prepared  by  me, 
and  were  submitted  to  General  Williams,  adjutant-general  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  for  the  action  of  General  McGlellan,  some  ten  days 
ago.  I  hope  they  will  soon  be  printed  and  circulated.  When  that  is 
done,  all  necessary  and  practicable  arrangements  for  the  transportation 
of  our  wounded  will  have  been  made.  I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that 
the  plan  of  Mr.  Pfersching  is  neither  needed  nor  available  for  our  service 
at  the  present  time. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  S.  1?BIPL£B, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Direeiar. 

Surg.  Gen.  C.  A.  Pinlbt,  TJ.  8.  A. 

[Appandls  a.] 

Headquabtebs  Abmt  of  thb  Potohao, 
Medical  Directcr^e  Office,  Washingtany  September  9, 1861. 

Majob  :  In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  George  Gibl'S,  referred  to 
me  by  direction  of  Major-General  McGlellan,  I  have  to  state  ^at  the 
subject  of  suitable  provision  for  the  reception  of  the  wounded  at  this 
position  has  engaged  my  attention  for  tiie  last  three  weeks.  I  had 
commenced  arrangements  by  providing  a  hotel  in  Baltimore  and  order- 
ing it  to  be  fitted  up.  I  had  also  asked  authority  to  take  the  Biggs 
house,  near  the  Gircle,  with  the  purpose  of  converting  it  into  a  hospital. 
I  had  also  other  arrangements  in  view,  when  I  was  informed  by  the 
Surgeon-General  that  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  he 
had  taken  all  the  general  hospitals  under  his  exclusive  supervision  and 
control,  and  that  he  intended  making  extensive  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  all  the  sick  and  wounded  that  this  army  would  afford ; 
that  in  case  of  an  action  I  would  find  accommodations  in  readiness  for 
the  wounded. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Sanitary  Gommission,  at  which  I  was  present, 
last  week,  a  resolution  was  passed  appointing  a  committee  to  wait  upon 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  request  him  to  have  frame  buildings  erected 
sufficient  for  the  reception  of  15,000  men,  and  also  to  request  General 
McGlellan's  approval  of  the  same.  The  committee  had  not  been  able 
to  see  General  McGlellan  up  to  last  night.    I  have  now  the  honor  to  say 
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that,  in  my  opinion,  frame  hnte,  such  as  were  finally  constmcted  in  the 
Crimea,  are  much  better  adapted  to  hospital  purposes  than  large  build- 
ings of  masonry,  snch  as  hotels,  colleges,  and  the  like.  They  admit  of 
more  perfect  ventilation,  can  be  kept  in  better  police,  are  more  conven- 
ient for  the  sick  and  wounded  and  their  attendants,  admit  of  a  ready 
distribution  of  patients  into  proper  classes,  and  are  cheaper.  The 
Quartermaster-General  informed  me  some  t^me  since  that  he  would 
put  npany  buildings  that  might  be  required.  So  far  as  I  am  informed, 
there  are  about  2,700  beds  in  the  general  hospitals  on  the  Potomac  and 
in  Maryland.  Notwithstanding  unremitted  efforts,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  get  reports  of  £he  number  of  sick  in  all  the  regiments  of  the  army, 
bat  in  forty-eight  regiments  that  have  reported  there  were  on  the  31st 
August  916  sick  in  hospital  and  1,546  in  quarters.  Of  the  strength  of 
these  regiments  1  have  no  accurate  information.  Assuming  them  to 
average  800,  we  have  an  aggregate  of  38,400.  Again,  assuming  that 
all  the  sick  in  hospitals  and  one-half  of  those  in  quarters  would  require 
to  be  sent  to  a  general  hospital  in  case  of  an  advance  on  our  part,  we 
should  require  1,689  beds  for  their  accommodation.  This  gives  a  ratio 
of  1  to  23.33  nearly,  or  between  4  or  5  per  cent.  I  think  we  may  esti- 
mate for  5  per  cent,  of  any  force  intended  to  leave  here  as  sure  to  re- 
quire hospital  accommodation.  If  this  army  attains  a  strength  of 
200,000,  we  shall  then  want  10,000  beds  immediately  available. 

Again,  should  this  army  of  200,000  men  have  a  general  engagement 
with  anything  like  equal  numbers,  and  the  action  .be  well  contested 
upon  the  side  of  the  enemy,  we  may  calculate  upon  casualties  reaching 
60,000  as  a  maximum.  Of  these,  should  the  battle  be  fought  princi- 
pally with  artillery,  one-half  would  be  killed  or  mortally  woundei.  It 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected  or  apprehended  that  anything  like  so  great  a 
slaughter  will  really  be  endured  by  the  troops  on  either  side,  but  I  do 
Dot  think  it  an  unreasonable  estiniate  to  say  that  we  should  have  hos- 
pital accommodation  for  20,000  wounded.  This  number  ought  to  be 
reached  of  our  own  men  and  those  of  the  enemy  that  will  fall  into  our 
hands. 

Now,  if  this  estimate  is  at  all  reasonable,  it  is  easily  seen  that  there 
aa'  not  buildings  enough  in  Washington  that  are  likely  to  or  can  be 
pnicnred  to  meet  our  wants.  There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  as  to  the 
absolute  8ui>eriority  of  temporary  huts  of  suitable  size  and  properly 
constructed  over  all  other  buildings  that  can  be  had  for  our  purposes. 
The  cost  of  the  buildings  will  be  about  one-half  or  less  of  what  we  are 
DOW  paying  tor  rents  of  hotels,  colleges,  and  seminaries.  If  the  matter 
were  in  my  hands,  I  should  recommend  the  building  of  these  huts  at 
once. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  S.  TEIPLBR, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac 

Maj.  s^.  Williams, 

A»9%8tant  Adjutant-QeneraJj  Headquarters  Army  of  Potomac, 

[Appendix  H.] 

Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Medical  Director's  Office. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  Major-General  McGlel- 
lan,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  careftdly  considered  the 
finbjects  referred  to  me,  and  now  submit  the  following  plans : 

My  attention  having  been  invited  to  the  views  of  the  general  com> 
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manding  and  those  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  as  conveyed 
in  his  indorsement  upon  M%jor-General  McOlellan's  letter,  it  seems  t» 
me  I  am  required  to  submit  my  views  upon  the  organization  of  an  am- 
bulance corps  as  well  as  ux>on  an  increase  of  hospital  accommodation. 

1.  Tke  immediate  organization  of  an  ambulance  corps^  to  act  under 
the  medical  director's  oommand, — I  submitted  some  weeks  since  for  tbe 
action  of  the  General  a  plan  for  the  only  kind  of  ambulance  corps  I 
think  we  can  raise  under  existing  laws.  That  plan  was  to  take  tbe 
hospital  attendants  to  the  number  of  10  men  to  each  regiment  and  tbe 
band,  and  have  them  drilled  daiJy  for  one  hour  under  the  medical 
officers,  in  the  whole  manipulation  of  ambulances  of  all  sorts,  the 
handling  of  men,  the  carrying  of  them  upon  litters,  placing  tiiem  in 
the  carriages  and  taking  them  out,  and  the  like.  I  propose  that  these 
men  shall  accompany  the  ambulances  ux>on  the  march,  and  in  time  of 
action  shall  man  the  litters  to  bear  the  wounded  to  the  rear,  and  act 
as  guides  to  such  of  the  wounded  as  can  walk  to  the  field  or  principal 
hospitals.  These  men  should  carry  upon  their  persons  a  suitable  sup- 
ply of  lint,  a  few  bandages  and  pins,  a  field  tourniquet,  and  a  smsdl 
canteen  of  whisky  or  brandy,  and  should  be  instructed  in  the  proper  use 
of  all  these  articles,  that  they  may  be  ready  to  apply  them  judiciously  in 
case  of  emergency.  This  is  not  such  an  ambulance  corps  as  I  would 
prefer,  but  it  is  the  best  I  can  devise  under  existing  laws  and  circum- 
stances. An  efficient  ambulance  corps  should  be  composed  of  men  en- 
listed for  that  purpose,  and  should  be  organized  into  companies  and 
battalions,  with  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers.  They 
should  be  uniformed  so  that  they  might  be  known,  armed  with  revol- 
vers, and  drilled  under  the  direction  of  the  medical  officers  in  all  duties 
pertaining  to  tiieir  corps.  Companies  or  detachments  of  the  corps  could 
then  be  assigned  to  brigades,  divisions,  or  corps  d'arm^,  as  occasion 
might  require.  They  would  move  under  command  of  their  own  officers, 
could  perform  their  duties  promptly,  intelligently,  and  efficiently,  and 
obviate  all  necessity  or  excuse  for  the  men  in  the  ranks  to  fall  out  to 
assist  the  wounded. 

But  it  is  obvious  these  detachments  should  be  under  the  command 
of  the  principal  medical  officer,  and  such  is  the  plan  proposed  by  Major- 
General  McGlellan.  To  effect  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  modify  the 
law  in  relation  to  the  rank  of  meaical  officers.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  be  placed  upon  the  same  military 
footing  precisely  as  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  with  the  same 
gprades,  titles,  and  ranks,  simply  substituting  the  word  ^*  surgeon"  for 
^^quartermaster"  wherever  it  occurs.  Kthis  were  done,  it  would  clear 
away  at  once  the  rubbish  that  has  so  long  embarrassed  the  operations 
of  the  department,  and  now  stands  in  the  way  of  its  efficiency  at  a  time 
when  every  energy  of  every  man's  mind  and  body  is  called  into  requisi- 
tion to  meet  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  public  service. 

2.  The  employment  of  an  adequate  corps  of  male  and  female  nurses 
by  the  medical  director,  to  act  under  his  supervision.  This  being  an- 
other important  suggestion  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  and  recom- 
mended by  Major-Greneral  McGlellan,  I  have  to  remark  upon  it  that  the 
sixth  section  of  the  act  approved  August  3, 1861,  has  provided  for  the 
employment  of  female  nurses  whenever  desired  by  the  medical  director  or 
the  surgeon  in  charge  of  a  i)ermanent  hospital.  In  the  plan  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  hospitals  it  will  be  seen  that  a  due  proportion  of  male  and 
femide  nurses  is  provided  for.  We  can  get  female  nurses  through  Miss 
Dix  and  &om  among  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  It  is  a  very  dsunaging 
position  for  any  one  to  take  and  avow,  but  in  the  honest  discharge  of 
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my  daties,  thoagh  a  Protestant  myself^  I  do  not  hesitate  to  dedare  that 
in  my  opinion  the  latter  are  far  preferable  to  the  former,  being  better 
dJBciplinedy  more  discreet  and  jadicious,  and  more  reliable.  In  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  hospitals  it  might  be  jndidoos  to  assign  one  section 
to  the  Sisters  of  Charity  and  the  other  to  the  Protestant  norses. 

Male  nurses  are  most  readily  obtained  by  detail  from  the  troops. 
There  are  many  men  in  the  ranks  who  are  the  subjects  of  infirmities, 
disqualifying  them  for  the  active  duties  of  the  field,  who  could  be  use- 
fully employed  as  nurses  in  the  hospitals.  Numbers  have  been  enUsted 
with  hernia  and  cirsocele,  and  are  being  discharged  on  account  of  these,, 
who  would  be  very  capable  of  doing  the  duties  of  nurses. 

3.  Plan  for  the  extension  of  hospitdl  a4)oommodation8  at  Waakingtonf 
D,  C. — I  assume  that  this  army  will  number  200,000  men,  of  whom 
30,000  will  garrison  Washington  and  its  defenses,  and  170,000  will  be 
mobilized.  We  had  on  the  ISth  September  84,778,  of  whom  6,007 
were  reported  sick ;  this  is  a  litUe  in  excess  of  6  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  force.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  army  has  been  constantly 
improving  for  the  last  six  weeks.  The  ratio  oi  sick  is  increased  by 
the  condition  of  a  few  corps.  Some  of  the  regiments  arrived  with  large 
sick  reports ;  others  have  suffered  firom  being  encamped  in  unhealt^ 
locations;  but  even  these  are  improving,  and  I  am  confident  we  shall 
not  have  to  leave  in  hospital  more  than  five  per  cent,  when  the  grand 
anny  is  put  in  motion*  This  would  require  8,500  beds  for  the  170,000. 
We  have  now  1,163  beds,  exclusive  of  the  eruptive-fever  hospital,  leav- 
ing 7,337  to  be  provided  for.  I  have  not  estimated  for  the  sick  of  the 
garrison  of  Washington,  as  they  can  be  taken  care  of  in  their  field  hos- 
pitals. Many  of  those  left  sick  in  the  general  hospitals  would  oe  able 
in  a  short  time  to  serve  in  Uie  works  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  Wash- 
ington, and  they  might  be  considered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  garrison 
to  be  left ;  so  that  we  estimate  that  the  whole  complement  of  170,000 
will  be  put  in  motion. 

If  the  170,000  should  fight  anywhere  within  seventy-two  hours'  trans- 
portation of  Washington,  I  should  recommend  that  the  wounded  be  sent 
back  to  this  city.  If  we  have  a  well-contested  series  of  battles  within 
that  time  of  Washington  we  may  have  56,666  casualties.  The  Army  of 
Mexico  left  Pueblo  10,500  strong,  and  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
valley  exceeded  3,000.  We  have  no  right  to  rely  upon  a  less  propor- 
tionate loss,  though  no  one  expects  it  to  occur. 

The  proportion  of  the  killed  to  the  whole  loss  is  a  difficult  problem  to 
investigate.  We  are  yet  to  experience  the  destructive  power  of  rifled 
muskets  and  cannon.  I  do  not  know  how  well  the  enemy  may  be  sup- 
pMed  with  either,  or  how  well  they  may  be  able  to  serve  them  if  tiiey 
Irnve  them.  We  used  to  estimate  the  proportion  of  the  killed  with  the 
old  weapons  to  be  25  per  cent,  of  the  whole  loss.  It  has  been  estimated 
since  the  introduction  of  the  new  arms  that  that  proportion  is  now  in- 
verted— i.  e.,  that  of  100  casualties  75  will  now  be  fatal.  I  think  that 
extravagant.  But  let  us  estimate  one-half  of  the  loss  as  likely  to 
require  hospital  accommodation,  and  we  shall  then  want  28,333  beds 
for  the  wounded,  making,  with  the  sick,  a  grand  total  of  35,670. 

Now,  the  Greneral  knows  his  own  plans  and  I  am  ignorant  of  them. 
It  may  be  the  great  battle  may  be  fought  nearer  Fort  Monroe  than 
Washington,  or  nearer  Bichmond  than  either.  Our  hospitals  at  Wash- 
ington in  either  case  would  be  to  a  great  extent  unavailable.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  make  more  than  an  approximate  estimate  of  what  will  be 
required  here.  From  the  data  I  have  adduced  the  General  can  form 
a  better  judgment  than  myself.    I  think,  however,  assuming  200,000  as 
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the  strength  of  the  army,  that  10  per  cent.,  or  20,000  men,  ought  to  be 
provided  for  in  Uie  hospitals. 

Bat  20,000  patients  will  require  2,000  norses,  666  cooks,  and  1,000 
matrons ;  200  medical  officers,  and  as  many  stewards  and  ward-masters, 
will  sJso  be  required.  The  number  of  cooks  may  be  reduced  materially, 
but  the  number  of  matrons  cannot,  as  I  include  the  laundresses  under 
that  head.  I  think  300  cooks  will  be  sufficient.  Whatever  extent  of 
hospital  establishment  may  be  determined  upon  finally  may  find  its 
administrative  force  acUusted  by  this  scale.  For  the  medical  officers 
required  as  intemesy  I  rely  upon  the  States  that  have  appointed  medical 
boards  of  examiners.  They  must  be  employed  by  contract.  The  com- 
missioned medical  officers  of  the  army  or  volunteers  cannot  supply  the 
necessary  force. 

The  buildings  for  this  establishment  will  necessarily  be  large  and  ex- 
pensive, but  I  am  satisfied  tiie  demands  of  economy  and  humanity  will 
be  met  by  the  adoption  of  the  plans  herewith  submitted.  All  experience 
has  e^own  that  dwelling-houses,  hotels,  and  the  like  are  unfit  for  mili- 
tary hospitals.  It  is  impossible  to  ventilate  them  properly,  and  their 
interior  is  always  so  arranged  that,  while  there  is  great  waste  of  space, 
the  sick  are  always  crowd^,  and  at  the  same  time  a  larger  number  of 
aurgeons,  cooks,  stewards,  &c.,  are  required  for  their  »imimstration 
than  in  the  well-arranged  hospitals  that  modem  science  and  experience 
have  devised.  The  single-floor  pavilion  hospital  is  the  one  that  now 
unites  the  opinions  of  the  scientific  and  humane  throughout  the  world  in 
its  favor.  Such  a  plan  has  been  prepared  by  an  architect  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  and  is  herewith  submitted. 
TMs  is  a  design  for  one  building,  and  is  calculated  to  accommodate  200 
patients,  with  the  necessary  administrative  force.  It  will  require  100 
of  these  buildings  for  the  number  of  patients  I  have  supposed  we  shall 
have.  The  accompanying  memoir  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  contains 
the  specifications  for  the  building.* 

Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  would  not  undertake  to  modify  this 
plan  in  any  way.  It  meet«  my  views  fully  as  it  stands.  But  as  I  think 
we  may  save  lK>th  time  and  money  in  the  construction  by  some  modifi- 
cations, I  would  suggest — 

1.  That  the  bcdldmgs  should  rest  upon  timber  instead  of  masonry 
supports. 

2.  That  the  wards  should  be  but  12  instead  of  14  feet  high. 

This  will  give  each  man  1,260  cubic  feet,  an  ample  space,  considering 
the  excellent  arrangements  for  ventilation  in  the  plan. 

3.  The  upper  windows  in  the  plan  may  be  dispensed  with  if  we  make 
the  other  windows  8  feet  high,  and  reaching  from  within  1  foot  of  the 
ceiling  to  3  feet  of  the  floor.  The  upper  sash  should  let  down.  The  lower 
sash  may  be  made  '^French  fashion,"  or  to  lift,  but  it  should  be  furnished 
with  a  lock,  so  that  it  could  not  be  opened  without  the  orders  of  the 
surgeon. 

4.  The  administration  building  may  be  reduced  in  size  by  omitting 
two  of  the  14  by  20  rooms  on  each  floor.  The  remaining  rooms  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  necessary  per^onn^Z  of  the  building.  For  sites  for  these 
buildings  I  propose  to  occupy  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Stone  on  Fourteen^ 
street,  opposite  Columbian  College.  He  has  two  lots,  one  of  87  acres, 
the  other  of  40,  both  of  which  he  has  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  for  this  purpose.  The  grounds  lie  well,  are  well  drained, 
and  well  supplied  with  excellent  water.    There  ar^  three  springs  upon 

*  Not  found. 
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tJie  place,  at  present  forDisbed  with  pumps,  and  as  many  more  may 
readily  be  sunk  as  tbe  necessities  of  the  bnildings  may  require.  These 
lots  will  afiford  room  for  aboat  one-fourth  of  the  proposed  buildings. 
We  have  a  lease  of  100  acres  at  Ealorama.  This  laud  is  similarly  cir- 
eamstanced  with  that  of  Mr.  Stone  as  to  its  general  features  and  the 
water  supply.  It  will  afford  room  for  20  buildings.  We  shall  want  about 
250  acres  more  for  the  remaining  buildings.  There  is  plenty  of  unoc- 
cupied land  upon  the  heights  about  Washington  that  might  be  procured 
for  this  purpose.  I  apprehend  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  find 
little  difficulty  in  effecting  leases  of  as  much  as  will  be  required. 

There  will  thus  be  some  tluree  or  four  large  hospital  towns  at  some 
distance  from  each  other.  Each  assemblage  of  buildings  or  hospital 
section  will  require  one  experienced,  active,  and  energetic  surgeon  of 
the  Army  as  superintendent;  one  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence, 
and  one  assistant  quartermaster  at  least  will  be  required,  and  perhaps 
m<»«.  The  guards  can  be  furnished  by  the  troops  occupying  this  mili- 
tary position.  They  should  be  required  to  enforce  the  orders  of  the 
chief  surgeon. 

There  ^ing  no  fund  within  the  control  of  the  Medical  Department 
fit>m  which  suitable  hospital  clothing  can  be  furnished  for  the  inmates 
of  this  establishment,  we  must  rely  for  a  time  upon  the  contributions 
of  the  Sanitary  Commission  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
they  are  now  taking  measures  to  meet  this  demand.  But  it  is  reason- 
able to  suppose  that  the  time  during  which  they  will  be  caUed  upon  to 
^PPly  this  want  will  be  limited;  for  the  hospital  fund,  well  managed, 
ought  to  be  sufficient  in  the  course  of  two  months  to  provide  all  neces- 
sary comforts  for  the  sick. 

Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  TEIPLEE, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  Anny  of  the  Potomac* 

Brig.  Gren.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Anny  of  the  Potomac. 

[Appendix    I.] 

Headqvabtebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Medical  Director's  Office,  October  29, 1861. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
of  M^jor-General  McClellan,  I  proceeded  to  Annapolis,  Baltimore, 
Philadelphia,  and  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrangements 
for  the  sick  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  I  wished,  if  possible,  to 
evacuate  all  the  hospitals  upon  the  Potomac,  at  Annapolis,  and  Balti- 
more upon  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  also  t^  ascertain  how  much 
hospit^  accommodation  could  be  depended  upon  at  Annapolis  and  Balti- 
more. At  Annapolis  a  portion  only  of  the  public  buildings  is  at  present 
occupied  for  hospital  purposes.  I  would  recommend  that  all  the  build- 
ings at  that  point  should  be  fitted  up  as  hospitals,  and  the  establishment 
could  then  accommodate  1,200  patients.  At  Baltimore  there  are  two 
botels  and  three  dwelling-houses  now  occupied.  These  bnildings  can 
receive  in  cold  weather,  when  windows  and  doors  are  to  be  kept  closed, 
bnt  310  patients.  The  rents  paid  for  them  amount  to  $12,900.  At  such 
au  extravagant  rate  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  negotiate  for  any 
extension  of  hospital  accommodation  in  Baltimore. 

1  then  proceeded  to  Phila^lelphia  and  made  inquiries  for  buildings 
suitable  tor  our  purx)08es.    Several   large  and  small  baildings  were 
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suggested  to  me  as  available.  I  estimated  for  about  4,000  beds  as 
lik^  to  be  wanted  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and  therefore,  after 
procoring  the  assistance  of  the  quartermaster  and  some  of  my  profes- 
sional Mends  in  looking  up  oonvenient  buildings,  I  went  to  New  York 
to  see  what  could  be  done  there.  In  that  city  I  was  unable  to  accom- 
plish anything.  After  several  days'  delay,  I  could  only  procure  one 
offer,  and  that  was  to  accommodate  250  men  in  the  New  York  Hospital 
at  $5  per  week  each.  This  I  considered  altogether  too  high.  The  com- 
missioners of  emigration  have  six  buildings  on  Staten  Iskmd,  capable  of 
accommodating  125  men  each,  that  they  have  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  governor  of  the  State  for  barracks  for  volunteers.  These  build- 
ings Uie  quartermaster-generskl  of  the  State  told  me  we  might  occupy, 
provided  the  United  States  would  put  up  rough  board  barracks  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  volunteers.  I  did  not  think  it  best  to  accept  this 
offer.  If  we  are  to  build,  it  would  be  better  to  build  here  than  there. 
It  would  be  both  hazardous  to  the  men  and  expensive  to  the  Treasury 
to  send  patients  to  Staten  Island.  It  would  involve  the  increased  cost 
of  transportation  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  and  back  in  each  case, 
and  the  additional  cost  of  a  steamer  to  convey  the  men  from  the  depot 
at  Jersey  City  to  the  island.  The  distance  of  the  island  from  the  city 
also  would  create  greatdifftculty  in  subsisting  the  men  there.  For  these 
reasons  I  felt  obliged  to  give  up  the  idea  of  availing  ourselves  of  any 
assistance  from  New  York.  Upon  my  return  to  Phi^elphia  I  visited^ 
examined,  and  requested  the  quartermaster  to  hire  the  following  build- 
ings and  to  fit  them  up  for  hospitals : 

Ist.  The  National  Hall,  on  Market,  below  Thirteenth  street.  It  will 
accommodate  350  patients.    The  rent  is  $425  per  month. 

2d.  The  Beading  Itailroad  Depot,  corner  of  Broad  and  Arch  streets. 
It  will  accommodate  400  patients.    The  rent  is  $1,750  per  annum. 

3d.  A  paper  fetctory,  comer  of  Twenty-second  and  Wood  streets. 
Will  accommodate  275  patients.    Bent  not  ascertained. 

4th.  The  State  Arsenal.  Will  accommodate  350  patients.  For  this 
I  think  uo  rent  will  be  demanded.  It  is  under  the  coDtrol  of  Greueral 
Patterson,  who  told  me  he  would  write  to  the  governor  on  the  subject, 
and  that  I  might  rely  upon  having  it. 

5th.  A  silk  factory,  corner  of  Twenty-second  and  South  streets.  It 
will  accommodate  160  patients.    Bent,  $150  per  month. 

6th.  The  Summit  House.  It  will  accommodate  100  patients.  Bent, 
$150  per  month. 

In  addition  to  these  accommodations,  we  are  offered  150  beds  at  St. 
Joseph's  Hospital,  and  150  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  at  $3.50  per 
week  each.  This,  after  a  careful  calculation,  I  find  to  be  about  what 
it  costs  to  furnish  fmj  hospital  accommodation  to  our  men.  The  sum 
asked  includes  everything — medicines,  stores,  fuel,  lights,  medical  at- 
tendance, &c.  I  therefore  earnestly  recommend  that  these  offers  be 
accepted  inmiediately.  We  can  avail  ourselves  of  them  at  once,  to  re- 
lieve our  crowded  hospitals  in  Washington. 

This  gives  a  total  accommodation  of  1,935  beds.  When  prepared, 
this  will  just  about  relieve  the  present  general  hospitals  on  the  Potomac, 
in  Annapolis,  and  Baltimore.  The  rents  are  very  reasonable,  averaging 
about  $0  per  man  per  annum,  whereas  in  Baltimore  the  average  is  more 
than  $40. 

To  carry  out  these  plans  the  authority  of  the  Quartermaster-G^eneral 
for  hiring  the  buildings  and  making  the  necessary  improvements  is  I'e- 
quired.    I  respectfully  ask  that  it  may  be  obtained. 

For  the  bedding,  furniture,  and  medical  attendance  the  action  of  the 
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Sargeon-Geaershl  will  be  necessary.  It  was  my  intentioa  to  ask  f6r  the 
i^pointment  of  Dr.  John  Neilly  of  Philadelphia,  as  brigade  sargeon^ 
and  to  place  him  in  charge  of  the  whole  Philadelphia  establishment, 
giving  him  for  assistants  a  suitable  number  of  young  physicians,  to  be 
employed  by  contract.    These  can  be  procured  in  PhUadelphia  at  $50 

far  month  each.    The  economy  and  efficiency  of  the  whole  arrangement 
hope  will  be  perceived.  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  S.  TBIPLEE, 
Bwrgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac 

General  8.  Wnj.TAurs, 

Assistant  A^^utamt-Qeneraly  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[Appendix  K.] 

Headquabtebs  Abkt  of  the  Potoma.0, 

Medical  DireeU^s  Office^  January  28, 1862. 

GxHBBAX.:  Id  obedience  to  instructions  in  your  letter  of  January 
21 1  have  the  honor  to  snbpiit  the  following  report : 

Having  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  of  hospitals  as  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  nearly  all  the  divisions  of  the  army  in  this  vicinity,  (low- 
ing their  conditions  at  periods  varying  from  December  5  to  the  present 
dsHbd,  and  having  also  the  weekly  reports  of  tiie  brigade  surgeons  of 
nearly  all  the  brigades  up  to  January  18,  for  the  purpose  of  laying 
before  the  general  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  true  state  of  tiie  hospitals 
of  this  army,  I  hasten  to  present  this  letter  in  anticipation  of  the  com- 
pletion of  all  the  inspections  ordered.  The  importance  of  the  subject 
seems  to  me  to  demand  this,  in  order  to  allay  unnecessary  apprehensions 
and  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  correcting  certain  existing  irregulari- 
ties, as  well  as  to  ofter  suggestions  as  to  the  means  of  preventing  as  far 
as  practicable  any  increase  of  disease  during  the  winter  and  spring. 

I  am  able  from  the  reports  in  my  hands  to  compare  the  true  sick 
lists  in  brigades  with  those  sent  in  to  the  Acyutant-General's  Office. 
Among  the  brigades  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  are  the  follow- 
ing. I  arrange  them  in  tabular  form,  to  show  how  widely  tlie  reports 
of  the  brigaE:ice  surgeons  differ  from  those  in  the  table  appended  to  your 
letter: 


I't .... 

!'■... 
BieliMdaoii'a 
Jimaton't... 
rkcooh't.... 
IforaU's  .... 
Hanoock's... 

Bmka' 

Bnnnan's... 

Syk(B»' 


it 


FtrctmL 

14.34 
12.44 
11.19 
10.96 

9.6 

9.17 
17.1 
29l76 

9l80 
1L8 
12L6e 

9.95 


PtretmL 
6.8 
9.8 
6.7 
6.4 
6.8 
8.4 
10.9 
14.fiS 
&82 
Sl9 
6.5 
6.5 


Dftte. 


Jmanary  21 
Juutar  18 

JanoaxylS 
Jannaty  11 
January  18- 
JanuaryU 
Jantiary  11 
Jannaiyll 
January  18 
JaaQaiy22 
Jnnnary  25 


The  above  are  sufficient  for  my  present  purpose,  wkich  is  to  show 
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that  numbers  of  men  are  reported  sick  by  their  captains  who  are  not 
found  upon  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers  of  their  regiments.  The 
true  number  of  the  sick  is  large  enough  to  give  me  much  coDoem,  but 
I  am  unwilling  it  should  be  represented  to  be  larger  than  it  really  is 
through  the  careless  manner  in  which  company  rei>ort8  are  too  fre- 
quently made  out.  Considering  the  season  of  the  year  and  the  unfavor- 
able state  of  the  weather  it  cannot  be  disputed  that  this  is  the  most 
healthy  army  the  world  has  ever  seen.  The  general  health  of  the 
whole  force  is  rather  improving  than  deterioratingj  still,  certain  corps 
are  at  a  stand-still,  while  others  are  sadly  falling  on. 

I  have  observed  in  several  instances  that  regiments  after  arriving 
here  speedily  exhibited  a  wretched  sanitary  concQtion.  The  maximum, 
however,  was  soon  reached,  and  they  have  steadily  improved  until  their 
sick  lists  would  compare  favorably  with  the  rest.  This  might  be  ac- 
counted for  by  acclimation,  by  gradual  improvement  in  discipline  and 
police,  by  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  a  soldier  in 
camp,  and  with  the  means  of  meeting  those  wants.  But  other  troops, 
and  those,  too,  from  particular  sections  of  country,  have  not  improved. 
The  Vermont  regiments  in  Brooks'  brigade  are  examples  of  this.  They 
give  us  the  largest  ratio  of  sick  of  all  the  troops  in  this  army,  and  that 
ratio  has  not  essentially  varied  for  the  last  three  months.  They  suffered 
in  the  first  place  from  measles.  In  this  they  simply  shared  the  lot  of 
.all  irregular  troops.  Since  then  they  have  been  and  are  the  subjects  of 
fevers  (remittent  and  tjrphoid). 

The  inspector  of  hospitals  (Surgeon  Keeney)  reports  the  police  of  all 
these  regiments  as  good,  their  clothing  good,  their  tents  good,  with  Hie 
exception  of  the  Second  and  Third  Regiments,  and,  strange  to  say, 
those  two  regiments  are  in  decidedly  the  best  sanitary  condition,  mie 
locations  of  the  camps  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  are  reported  as  bad,  but 
that  of  the  Third  is  also  bad.  The  soil  is  day:  the  face  of  the  country 
rolUng,  but  presenting  many  plains  sufficiently  extensive  for  camps. 
These  plains  have  been  selected,  and  in  consequence  the  difficulties  of 
dnunage,  always  great  in  a  clay  soil,  have  been  increased. 

While  writing  I  have  received  another  weekly  report  from  the  Ver- 
mont brigade,  which  shows  a  large  increase  of  sick  over  that  of  the  pre- 
ceding week.  The  Berdan  Sharpshooters  are  also  in  a  tiad  sanitary 
condition,  and  not  improving.  Their  camp,  however,  is  badly  located. 
I  shall  visit  this  brigade  personally. 

We  have  now  successfully  passed  through  the  season  of  malarious 
fevers.  The  sanitary  arrangements  of  this  army  have  been  successful 
in  warding  off  the  diseases  of  summer  and  autumn.  We  are  now  called 
ui>on  to  guard  against  those  of  winter  and  spring.  The  principal  dis- 
eases we  have  to  fear  are  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers  and  pneumonia. 
These  diseases  prevail  in  this  district  during  the  present  and  approach- 
ing season.  Already  a  number  of  cases  have  occurred,  some  of  which 
have  been  fatal.  These  diseases  arise  from  foul  air,  bad  clothing,  im- 
perfect shelter,  exposure  to  cold  and  wet,  imperfectly-drained  and  radly- 
policed  camps,  &c  The  indispensable  conditions  for  securing  the  heal& 
of  men  in  the  field  are  good  shelter,  good  clothing,  good  food,  and  good 
water,  dry  camp  grounds,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  air. 

For  the  shelter  of  our  men  we  are  to  choose  between  tents  and  huts. 
There  are  clusters  of  buildings  at  several  places  within  our  limits  that 
might  be  occupied  by  our  troops,  but  having  been  erected  for  a  different 
purpose,  they  are  in  nowise  adapted  to  this.  They  are  ill-constructed, 
ill-ventilated^  too  crowded,  and  generally  out  of  position.  I  shonla 
prefer,  if  it  is  practicable,  the  *' Chester  hut,"  as  used  at  Balaklava 
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the  plans  for  which  wiU  be  found  in  the  Beport  of  the  English  Sanitary 
Gommifision.  These  hats,  with  the  independent  roof  ventilation,  were 
found  well  adapted  for  hospitals  as  well  as  quarters,  and  the  resnlts  of 
their  employment  were  altogether  satisfieMstory;  bat  it  will  take  time  ta 
erect  them,  and  oar  necessities  seem  to  be  too  pressing  to  admit  of  this 
delay.  They  might,  however,  be  pat  ap  to  some  extent  in  the  worst  of 
our  camping  groands,  if  military  necessity  requires  that  our  men  shall 
be  kept  in  those  positions. 

Next  to  these  huts  I  would  invite  attention  again  to  the  plan  of  im- 
proving our  tents  that  I  reconmiended  in  mine  of  the  11th  December 
last,  and  perhaps  in  other  letters,  i.  e.,  to  build  a  x>en  of  logs  and  slabs 
the  size  of  the  base  of  the  tent,  some  3  feet  high,  and  then  to  secure  the 
tent  upon  this  for  a  roof.  Tins  plan  is  now  in  use  in  several  camps, 
and  wherever  it  has  been  adopted  it  has  been  found  to  contribute  very 
mach  to  the  comfort  of  the  men.  In  some  of  the  camps  the  pit  has 
been  dug,  as  in  the  Crimea,  and  the  tent  placed  over  that.  This  I  con- 
denmed  emphatically  in  the  letter  alluded  to,  and  I  repeat  it,  it  is  totally 
inadmissible.  I  should  add  to  what  I  said  before  that  in  my  opinion 
board  floors  should  be  fbmished  to  all  the  tents  and  fresh  straw  or 
bay  for  the  men  to  sleep  upon.  These  tents  must  not  be  overcrowded. 
This  is  the  tendency  of  all  armies,  and  is  a  pernicious  practice.  The 
ventilation  of  tents,  again,  is  a  more  difficult  matter  than  is  generally 
supposed.  Thus  should  be  secured  by  windows,  as  they  are  termed,  in 
the  tent,  and  by  frequently  opening  the  tent  doors  or  keeping  them 
open  during  the  day. 

Most  of  the  subsoil  upon  the  Potomac  is  of  clay.  This  is  particularly 
so  in  the  camps  presenting  the  largest  sick  reports,  and  therefore  the 
greater  attention  is  required  to  be  paid  to  its  draitiage.  I  do  not  believe 
sadi  a  soil  can  be  sufficiently  will  drained  in  a  wet  season  to  enable  us- 
to  dispense  with  floors  to  the  tents,  but  to  secure  as  good  a  drainage  as 
practicable  I  would  recommend  each  company  ground  should  be  sur- 
roonded  by  a  ditch  not  less  than  12  inches  deep  at  its  shallowest 
parts ;  this  ditch  to  be  4  feet  from  the  outside  border  of  the  tents, 
and  to  be  laid  out  and  dug  under  the  superintendence  of  a  competent 
engineer;  otherwise  it  wiU  be  imperfectly  done,  and  be  productive  of 
more  harm  than  good.  Supplementary  ditches  a  few  inches  in  depth 
should  also  surround  the  tents,  and  be  carefrilly  conducted  into  the  main 
ditch.  I  would  frtrt^er  suggest  that  the  floors  of  the  tents  should  be 
raised  some  three  inches  from  the  ground ;  that  lime  or  charcoal  should 
be  strewed  over  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  then  the  floor  laid  with- 
out pinning,  that  it  may  be  readily  taken  up  and  the  ground  under  it 
policed. 

Pure  air  cannot  exist  without  good  police.  To  secure  this  as  much 
as  possible  I  recommend  that  cdl  impurities  collected  in  the  camps 
and  aU  other  impurities  shall  be  buried  not  less  than  12  inches  below 
the'surfooe.  In  cavalry  camps  the  manure  must  be  got  rid  of  in  some 
way,  or  the  men  will  get  sick.  Camping  grounds  long  occupied  seem 
frequently  to  get  saturated  with  putrescent  exhalations  that  engender 
and  aggravate  disease.  A  change  of  ground  will  often  be  found  to 
arrest  or  diminish  an  endemic  for  a  while  until  a  new  saturation  of  the 
new  soil  sets  it  in  motion  again.  This  was  exemplifled  in  Brooks'  bri- 
gade. A  change  of  camp  seemed  to  have  checked  the  endemic  in  one 
of  his  worst  regiments.    Gradually,  however,  it  reappeared. 

The  camping  ground  of  Berdan  Sharpshooters  I  think  should  be 
Gfaanged  on  thiis  principle,  as  well  as  that  its  drainage  is  bad.  This 
regunent  is  sufRBring  from  measles,  and  lately  severe  lung  complicationa 
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have  accompanied  the  disease.  A  f cesh  and  a  diy  camp,  therefore,  is  in 
my  opinion  decidedly  necessary  for  the  command.  If  a  suitable  ground 
is  selected  and  the  tents  put  up  in  the  way  I  have  suggested,  I  should 
look  for  favorable  results. 

Allow  me  to  insert  here  what  I  have  omitted  in  its  proper  place,  that 
the  tent  foundations  should  not  be  permitted  to  be  banked  up  with  dirt 
You  can  never  have  a  dry  soil  under  the  tent  floors  where  this  practice 
obtains. 

I  respectfully  recommend  an  immediate  change  of  the  camping 
grounds  of  all  the  brigades  that  show  an  undue  proportion  of  sick; 
that  these  grounds  shall  be  selected  upon  proper  principles  in  relation 
to  their  drainage  capabilities,  their  exposure  to  storms,  and  the  vicinity 
of  marshes ;  that  they  shall  be  ditched  in  the  mode  I  have  pointed  out, 
and  that  the  tents  shall  be  fitted  up  as  I  have  suggested. 

The  food  of  our  men  is  now  good,  and  they  are  gradually  improving 
in  their  cooking.  We  have  no  pernicious  dysenteries  or  diarrheas  in 
our  camps.  The  clothing  of  the  men  is  generally  good.  I  do  not  think 
any  deficiency  in  this  respect  has  anything  to  do  with  the  fevers  that 
scourge  our  Vermont  troops.  If  it  were  practicable,  it  would  be  de- 
sirable that  our  men  should  be  furnished  with  the  high  water-proof 
boots,  that  their  feet  and  legs  might  be  kept  dry  when  compelled  to 
walk  through  the  deep  mud  of  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac. 

I  recommended  in  September  that  hot  coffee  should  be  issued  to  the 
men  immediately  af*;er  reveille.  This  was  enjoined  in  general  orders. 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  now  observed,  but  I  think  it  important,  and  it 
should  be  reiterated.  Picket  duty  is  very  severe  at  this  season.  The 
tente  Wabris^  if  not  used,  might  be  used  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  men 
exposed.  I  would  give  a  whisky  ration  twice  a  day  to  men  thus  ex- 
posed, and  they  certainly  should  be  furnished  with  the  long  boots  I  have 
suggested. 

A  little  contrivance  might  provide  them  a  comparatively  dry  bivouac 
India-rubber  blankets  to  spread  upon  the  ground  would  be  advisable. 
I  think  if  we  do  all  this,  or  as  much  of  it  as  is  possible,  we  shall  have 
done  all  we  can  to  secure  the  health  of  our  men.  I  do  not  expect  it 
will  meet  the  whole  difficulty  in  the  Vermont  cases,  but  it  will  go  far 
to  alleviate  it.  I  believe  there  is  a  nostalgic  element  in  those  regiments 
affecting  them  unfavorably.  This  we  cannot  remedy,  except  in  so  far 
as  it  may  be  aggravated  by  the  spectacle  of  so  many  of  their  comrades 
being  sick  and  dying.  We  shall  diminish  disease  by  the  course  I  have 
pointed  out,  and  this  will  react  fiftvorably  upon  the  other  men.  The 
process  of  acclimation  has  been  more  tedious  in  these  troops  than  in 
any  others.  It  does,  however,  progress.  Most  of  the  sickness  in  these 
regiments  occurs  among  the  recruits,  and  those  regiments  which  have 
been  longest  here  are  the  best  off.    All  this  in  encouraging. 

While  upon  this  subject,  I  ask  leave  to  suggest  that  it  is  advisable  to 
forbid  soldiers  coming  into  the  cities  of  Washington  or  Georgetown 
unless  upon  duty  with  written  orders.  Small-XK)x  is  quite  prevsdent  in 
these  cities,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  cases  that  have 
^Kscurred  of  late  among  our  men  have  originated  from  exposure  in  town. 
Vaccination  has  been  pushed  as  actively  as  possible  among  our  troops, 
but  still  cases  of  this  disease  do  occur.  Men  have  become  its  subjects 
who  have  been  vaccinated  and  revaccinated  very  recentiy .  Such  occur- 
rences set  all  calculations  at  defiance,  and  I  know  no  other  means  of 
preventing  them  than  keeping  our  men  out  of  the  way  of  infection  alto- 
gether. I  also  earnestly  recommend  that  all  recruits  intended  for  this 
army  shall  be  revaccinated  before  they  leave  the  rendezvous  where  they 
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are  enlisted  to  join  their  regiments.  Hundreds  of  recmits  have  joined 
this  annj  lately  who  have  never  been  vacoinated.  It  is  notoriously 
vamBiie  to  travel  over  any  railroad  in  the  country  at  the  present  day 
unprotected. 

The  brigade  of  General  Hamilton  is  in  General  Banks'  division.  As 
WNm  as  the  inspection  of  the  few  remaining  commands  in  this  vicinity 
is  completed  an  inspector  will  be  sent  to  that  brigade. 

I  have  written  this  report  before  I  am  able  to  commanicate  all  the  in- 
formation required  in  your  instructions,  because  the  exigency  seemed 
urgent  The  inspections  will  be  pressed  forward,  and  the  results  com- 
moiucated  as  rapidly  as  i>ossible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  TBIPLER, 
Surgeon  amd  Medioal  Director  Army  of  the  Fotomao. 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

Auistant  Adjutant-General^  Army  oftke  Potomae. 

(Appendix  If.] 

Hbadquabtebs  Abmy  of  thb  Potohao, 

Medical  Director's  Office^  January  4, 1862. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUo jring  report  of  the  sanitary 
condition  of  tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac,  deduced  from  the  reports  re- 
ceived at  this  office  for  the  months  of  October  and  November : 

This  army  having  been  hastily  assembled,  and  its  medical  officers  of 
all  grades  appointed  from  civil  life,  and  necessarily  without  military 
experience,  it  has  been  no  easy  task  to  collect  the  proper  reports.  Up 
to  the  month  of  October  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  regiments  made 
reports,  and  few  of  those  received  were  made  out  with  sufficient  accu- 
racy to  be  considered  useful  or  reliable.  As  the  medical  officers  learn 
more  of  their  duties,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  greater  punctuality  is 
observed  in  this  respect  I  received  for  the  month  of  October  reports 
from  129  regiments,  7  battalions,  14  batteries,  and  8  general  hospitals. 
The  aggregate  strength  of  the  forces  from  which  these  reports  were 
received  is  116,763.  Of  these  38,248  were  under  treatment  during  the 
month  in  the  field  and  general  hospitals ;  27,983  were  returned  to  duty ; 
295  died,  and  7,443  remained  under  treatment  at  tiie  end  of  the  month; 
510  were  discharged  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability.  These  men 
never  should  have  been  enlisted ;  they  were  simply  impositions  upon 
the  Government,  and  were  received  through  the  carelessness  or  incom- 
petency of  the  recruiting  or  inspecting  officers.  The  same  remarks  may 
apply  to  those  who  will  be  presently  noticed  as  having  been  discharged 
in  November.  The  ratio  of  the  sick  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  month 
to  the  whole  force  was  6.07  per  cent  The  ratio  of  deaths  is  3.63  per 
cent  per  annum. 

For  the  month  of  November  I  have  reports  from  156  regiments,  6 
battalions,  20  batteries,  and  8  general  hospitals.  From  the  division 
commanded  by  General  Dix  I  have  no  reports. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  the  forces  from  which  1  have  received 
reports  is  142,677.  Of  these,  47,836  have  been  under  treatment  in  the 
field  and  general  hospitals,  35,915  of  whom  have  been  returned  to  duty^ 
and  281  have  died :  9,^1  remained  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  Hie 
month ;  618  have  oeen  discharged  upon  surgeons'  certificates  of  disa- 
bility. The  number  remaining  is  considered  the  constant  diminution 
t^  force  due  to  sickness.  This  is  6.5  per  cent  Of  these,  however,  more 
^n  one-half  are  probably  capable  of  taking  the  field,  and  would  do  so 
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in  case  of  an  advance  or  an  attack.  The  proportion  of  serioos  cases  to 
the  whole  number  treated  is  about  one-third,  and  this  I  should  consider 
as  the  true  number  of  the  sick  who  would  be  unfit  for  any  duty  at  any 
given  time.    This  would  give  2.3  per  cent,  as  inef&cient. 

The  deaths  have  been  in  November  281,  which  gives  a  mortality  for 
the  whole  force  of  2.36  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  diseases  from  which  our  men  have  suffered  most  have  been  con- 
tinued remittent  and  typhoid  fevers,  measles,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and 
the  various  forms  of  catarrh.  Of  all  the  scourges  incident  to  armies  in 
the  field  I  supxK)se  that  chronic  diarrheas  and  dysenteries  have  always 
been  the  most  prevalent  and  the  most  fatal.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
in  this  army  they  are  almost  unknown.  We  have  but  280  cases  of 
chronic  diarrhea  and  69  of  chronic  dysentery  reported  in  the  month  of 
November.  No  other  army  that  has  ever  takeu  the  field  can  show  such 
a  record.  We  have  1,331  cases  of  measles  reported  in  November. 
This  disease  almost  invariably  appears  among  irregular  troops  in  a  few 
weeks  after  they  are  assembled  in  camp,  ^he  regiments  among  whom 
these  cases  have  occurred  are  those  recently  arrived.  Most  of  them 
reached  this  city  with  the  disease  prevailing.  It  has  been  generally  of 
a  mild  form,  soon  running  through  the  regiment,  and  then  disappearing. 
1  don't  consider  its  propagation  under  these  circumstances  as  due  to 
contagion.  On  the  contrary,  it  springs  up  from  local  causes,  to  which 
all  the  men  are  equally  exposed,  and  those  susceptible  become  its  sub- 
jects as  a  matter  of  course.  Among  regular  troops  it  is  very  rarely 
seen. 

Of  fevers  of  all  sorts  we  have  had  7,932  cases.  Of  these  4,051  were 
remittents  and  typhoids.  The  proi)ortion  of  the  latter  to  the  former  is 
stated  to  be  1  to  2.3.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  greatl^"^ 
exaggerated  from  error  in  diagnosis.  I  do  not  look  uxK)n  typhoid  fever 
to  the  extent  it  has  prevailed  in  this  army  as  being  of  any  great 
moment.  From  the  report  of  inspectors  of  hospitals,  as  far  as  inspec- 
tions have  yet  been  made,  I  am  satisfied  this  disease,  if  it  ever  prevailed 
to  that  extent,  is  now  considerably  declining.  The  regiments  that  have 
suffered  most  from  ildvers  in  November  have  been  the  Vermont,  one 
from  Maine,  one  or  two  from  Pennsylvania,  and  one  from  Indiiuia.  lu 
all  these  regiments  disease  is  nAw  sensibly  abating,  and  we  have  every 
reason  to  hope  that  in  a  few  months  their  sanitary  condition  will  be 
equally  as  good  as  that  of  the  rest  of  the  army. 

I  think  there  is  abundant  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  in  this  army  in  introducing  something  of  a  system 
of  hygiene ;  in  instructing  its  medical  officers  in  their  duties ;  in  keeping 
them  supplied  with  sufficient  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  instruments ; 
in  exacting  from  them  a  proper  accountability  for  public  property,  and 
insisting  upon .  its  being  used  with  economy ;  in  preventing  the  army 
from  being  burdened  with  articles  that,  however  convenient  they  may 
be,  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  and  cannot  be  transported  in  any  pos- 
sible supply  train  when  the  men  are  required  to  march ;  in  requiring 
reports  at  short  intervals  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  regiments, 
and  in  instituting  regular  and  thorough  sanitary  inspections,  b^^  officers 
of  experience  of  the  medical  department  of  the  army,  who  are  com- 
petent to  perform  that  duty,  who  understand  what  is  necessary  and 
what  superfluous,  and  upon  whose  reports  we  can  undertake  to  correct 
errors  and  abuses  understanding! y. 

The  result  of  all  this  great  effort  is  seen  in  the  statistics  above  re- 
corded. While  the  ratio  of  cases  of  disease  to  the  whole  force  does  not 
differ  for  the  two  months  reported,  the  ratio  of  mortality  is  .67  per  cent* 
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per  aoDum  less  in  November  than  in  October — a  difference  which,  if 
secored  in  civil  life,  wonld  make  the  fortune  of  an  insurance  company. 
Important  information  is  being  constantly  received  &om  the  inspect- 
CIS  of  hospitals  as  to  all  matters  relating  to  the  comfort  and  health  of 
tbe  troops,  thus  affording  opportunities  for  correcting  errors  and  irregu- 
larities wherever  they  may  be  found  to  exist.  A  satisfactory  progress 
has  been  matle  in  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  this  progress  will  not  con- 
tinue to  be  made  until  the  health  of  this  army  will  be  such  as  will  leave 
nothing  to  be  desired. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  TRIPLER, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Fotomac. 

Surg.  Gen.  C.  A.  Finley,  IT.  8.  A. 


AUGUST  I89 1861.— Soout  to  Aoeotink  and  skizmiih  at  Pohiok  Churoh,  V^ 

REPORTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Qen,  William  B.  Franklin^  U.  8.  Army. 
No.  2.— Capt.  William  H.  Boyd,  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.   1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  William  B.  FranJclin^  U.  8.  Army, 

Alexandria,  Va.,  August  18, 1861. 

The  company  of  Lincoln  [First  New  York]  Cavalry  sent  out  tbismoni- 
ing  met  a  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Pohick  Church,  about  12  miles 
from  here,  numbering  about  20.  They  charged  the  enemy,  scattered 
tbem  in  all  directions,  and  wounded  two  of  them.  One  of  our  men  was 
killed,  and  2  are  missing,  who  were  thrown  from  their  horses. 

The  enemy's  horses  far  outstripped  ours,  so  that  no  prisoners  could 
be  made.  I  have  learned  nothing  definite  about  Springfield.  Our 
scouts  were  1^  miles  from  there  last  night.  Saw  their  pickets ;  so  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  are  there.  General  Kearny  thinks  the  force  there 
is  a  variable  one.    So  report  his  scouts. 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier- O^neraly  Commanding. 

Miy.  S.  Williams. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Capt  William  H.  Boyd,  First  New  York  GUvalrifm 

Camp  Elizabsth,  Alexandriaj  Fa.,  August  18, 18GI. 

81E:  Your  orders  of  this  a.  m.,  "to  proceed  on  a  scout  down  the 
Mount  Vernon  road  and  vicinity  of  Accotink,  to  capture,  if  possible, 
27  cavalry  of  the  enemy,''  have,  as  for  as  circumstances  would  permit^ 
l>een  obeyed.  At  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  accompanied  by  LientCBant 
Gibson,  Second  Dragoons,  U.  S.  Army,  Lieutenant  Hanson^  Br.  Her- 
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lick,  and  4G  of  my  own  company,  I  procee<led  towards  Accotink,  in- 
terrogating all  i>edestrians  and  examining  all  houses  and  outbuildings 
on  our  way  thither,  until  we  i*eached  Accotink,  where  we  learned  that  a 
number  of  cavalry  of  the  enemy  were  this  morning  at  Pohick  Church, 
*«rhither  we  immediately  proceeded.  Our  advanced  pickets^  upon  near- 
ing  the  church,  thought  they  discovered  a  whole  army,  and  immediately 
jtetreated,  communicating  directly  with  the  men  instead  of  me,  thereby 
43AiLsing  a  stamjiede.  .^er  a  little  delay  I  succeeded  in  rallying  our 
joen  together,  and  immediately  retraced  our  steps.  The  road  being 
iiiarrow,  we  were  unable  to  proceed  to  much  advantage.  Being  in  ad- 
'vance  myself,  upon  getting  up  to  the  main  road  I  was  suddenly  brought 
i£aoe  to  iace  witii  the  enemy,  whom  I  should  judge  to  have  been  about 
t20  strong.  The  enemy  were  the  first  to  challenge,  and  were  evidently 
prepared  to  meet  us,  as  they  were  in  line  at  (he  side  of  the  road  (they 
bein^  apprised  of  our  coming  by  our  advanced  pickets,  who  had  oeen 
previously  challenged).  After  the  usual  war  salutations  I  gave  the  order 
to  charge,  and  our  men  shouted,  cheered,  and  charged. 

Immediately  beyond  the  church  are  cross-roads.  The  enemy  separated 
ott  the  three  roads,  and  our  men  divided  and  followed  in  hot  pursuit. 
Oae  party  pursued  within  a  short  distance  of  Ocooquan,  both  parties 
shooting  as  they  rode.  At  the  cross-roads  were  three  men  in  ambush, 
and  it  is  believed  that  these  were  the  men  who  fired  on  us.  Our  loss  is 
•one  killed  (Jacob  Erweu,  shot  through  the  body),  and  two  missing  (Will- 
iams and  Lancaster),  who  were  thrown  from  their  horses.  We  cannot 
£say  whether  the  enemy  lost  any  or  not,  but  it  is  said  one  of  the  enemy 
^«9ras  shot  in  the  arm,  and  another  fell  on  his  horse's  neck,  and  seemed 
tto  be  unable  to  manage  his  horse.  The  enemy  were  well  mounted,  had 
^ery  superior  horses,  and  were  enabled  to  outfoot  us,  and  thus  make 
(their  escape.  It  is  my  opinion  that  had  we  some  infantry  with  us  we 
i^ould  have  been  able  to  outflank  them  and  taken  some  prisoners.  Our 
dead  we  brought  home  with  us. 

I  desire  to  make  honorable  mention  of  our  guide.  Lieutenant  Oibson, 
Second  Dragoons,  U.  S.  Arm  v. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  BOYD, 
Captain  Company  0,  Lincoln  Cavalry. 

JBrigadier-Oeneral  Fbanklin. 


AUGUST  23, 1861. — ^Enga^ement  between  Confederate  Batteries  at  month  of 
Potomac  Creek,  Virginia,  and  U.  S.  Steamers  Yankee  and  Release. 

Report  of  Colonel  R.  M,  Cary,  Thirtieth  Virginia  Infantry, 

Headquabtebs,  Mablbobough  Point, 

Avgvst  23, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  afternoon  at  about 
4.30  o'clock  the  enemy's  steamer  Yankee  and  a  tug  were  seen  standing 
MM.  the  mouth  of  Potomac  Creek.  I  ordered  down  to  the  point  the 
i^ge  rifled  gun  (Betty  Holmes)  and  a  section  (rifle)  of  Walker^s  bat- 
tery. 

The  enemy  fired  the  first  shot,  not  aimed  at  this  point,  however. 
Smith's  battery  replied.  As  soon  as  our  field  pieces  opened  the  U.  S. 
steamer  lielease  ^ice-boat)  stood  in  and  eugagecl  us. 
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The  officers  in  charge  of  the  pieces  and  the  men  behaved  with  proper 
eoolDess  and  deliberation.  They  were  Lieutenants  Hagerty,  Pegraniy 
and  Dabney. 

The  eDemy's  fire  was  very  accarate,  fireqnently  bnrsting  his  shell  in 
close  proximity  to  onr  pieces.  It  is  believed  that  both  the  Yankee  and 
the  Release  were  hit ;  the  former  more  than  once.  No  one  was  hurt  on 
OUT  side. 

The  action  lasted  abont  forty  minntes,  during  which  wc  fired  some 
twenty-five  shot  and  sh^l ;   the  enemy  as  many  more.    Capt.  R.  L. 
Walker  was  present,  in  immediate  command  of  all  the  pieces. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  M.  GARY, 
Thirtieth  Virginia  Infantry^  Commanding. 
D.  H.  Maury, 

Asat.  Adjt  Oen.j  Deg^t  of  Fredericktiburg^  Brookes, 


AITQUST  85, 1881.— Skirmish  near  PiggoVi  Mill,  West 
Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Henry  A.  Wise^  C,  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Wise's  Legion,  August  27,  ISGl. 

Sib  :  On  Saturday',  as  I  informed  yon,  I  in  person  reconnoitered  and 
found  the  enemy,  and  stationed  shards  on  the  turnpike,  in  advance  of 
the  Satnrday  road,  at  Tyree's,  perfectly  covering  that  and  other  roads. 
I  left  that  point,  near  Westlake's,  abont  4  o'clock,  with  my  men  well 
posted.  It  seems  that  after  I  left  (and  certainly  unknown  to  me,  with- 
out the  least  notice  to  my  command)  a  corps  of  your  cavalry,  about 
175  strong,  came  down  the  Saturday  road  and  advanced  on  the  turn- 
pike, under  the  command  of  Acting  Colonel  Jenkins,  aided  by  M%jor 
Heynolds.  They  relieved  my  guard,  who  had  scouted  and  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  ground.  This  was  done  by  Colonel  Jenkins,  with- 
out notice  to  me  or  Colonel  Davis,  in  command  of  the  cavalry,  or  to 
Captain  Brock,  in  command  of  the  company.  The  result  of  this  unex- 
pected accession  of  force  from  your  camp  is  known.  The  men  not  hav- 
ing sufficiently  scouted  the  ground,  and  being  badly  supplied  with  am- 
munition, were  ambuscaded  and  routed,  with  loss  and  a  demoralizing 
flight  I  met  men  with  their  subordinate  officers  flying  at  5  miles  dis- 
tance from  the  enemy,  and  so  panic-struck,  that  even  there  they  could 
not  be  rallied  or  led  back  to  look  after  the  dead  and  wounded.  Colonel 
Jenkins  and  Major  Beynolds,  on  the  spot  of  the  ambuscade,  tried 
bravely  to  rally  them,  but  it  was  in  vain.  Eighteen  of  my  cavalry,  who 
>(^ere  picketed  in  view  of  the  scene,  on  a  neighboring  hill  (Brock's 
troop),  rushed  to  the  rescue,  and  lost  1  killed  and  5  wounded.  Colonel 
Jenkins  was  hurt  by  the  fall  of  his  horse,  and  is  here  still,  somewhat 
disabled.  Major  Beynolds,  though  in  my  camp,  made  no  report  to  me, 
and  has  left  with  his  command.  His  men  and  officers,  whom  I  met  fly- 
ing, utterly  failed  to  obey  my  orders,  delivered  in  person,  under  the 
threat  of  the  pistol,  and  did  not  return,  from  sheer  cowai*dice,  to  the 
ficene  from  which  the  enemy  had  rapidly  retired.  The  api)earance  of 
tills  force  on  my  outposts  was  the  moro  unexpected,  inasmuch  as  you 
had  ordered  me  to  send  you  100  cavalry,  which  I  did. 

And  now  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  protest  that  nothing  but 
disaster  can  follow  such  interference  with  my  immediate  command, 
without  notice,  and  with  ordei*s  from  you  to  me  which  led  me  to  expect 
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the  very  contrary  of  what  has  occurred.  I  deplore  the  disaster  which 
has  occurred,  bat  am  not  in  the  least  responsible  for  it.  I  beg  that  in 
l\itare  yon  will  notify  me  of  any  movement  ander  your  orders  on  the 
lines  you  have  left  me  to  defend. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Floyb,  Commanding^  d:c. 

P.  8. — ^My  camp  is  severely  disabled  by  measles,  and  I  send  you  a 
copy  of  a  report,  by  Colonel  Kichardson,  of  the  reduced  condition  of  his 
regiment,  the  best  under  my  command.  I  also  send  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
report,  made  to  me  by  Colonel  Henningsen,  showing  the  necessity  of 
keeping  my  whole  force  for  the  present  in  position  on  this  turnpike, 
and  of  watching  the  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  Chestnutburg  road. 
I  respectfuUy  submit  whether  I  shall  move  a  regiment  to  Camifix  Ferry. 
I  will  await  your  fiirther  orders,  feeling,  as  I  do,  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing all  my  remaining  force  here. 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-Oeneral. 

[laclMorM.] 

Hdqbs.  First  Regiment  Infantbt,  Wise's  Brigade, 

Camp  Dogwoodj  Va.,  August  26, 1801. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  remnant  of  my  com- 
mand will  be  ready  to  move  to-morrow  morning  by  9  o'clock.  I  regret 
that  I  have  to  offer  an  excuse  for  my  regiment,  but  really  think  that  it 
is  not  advisable  to  send  it  off  crippled  as  it  is.  If  it  should  be  called 
iuto  action  in  its  present  condition  the  result  might  not  prove  satisfac- 
tory, and  I  feel  that  I  should  be  censurable  if  I  did  not  report  these 
facts.  I  wish  the  command  to  do  itself  credit,  and  do  not  doubt  that  it 
will  do  so  under  any  circumstances,  but  think  it  best  just  to  give  it  a 
trial  at  first  in  its  original  strength.  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  submit 
the  actual  strength  of  my  regiment,  as  per  report  of  the  company  com- 
manders: Company  A,  39;  Company  B,  47 ;  Company  C,  29;  Company 
D,  41;  Company  E,  19;  Company  F,  47;  Company  G,  30;  Company  H, 
39;  Company  I,  41;  Company  K,  39,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
371  effective  men,  a  little  upwanls  of  one-third  of  the  whole  com- 
mand, the  measles  daily  reducing  the  ranks  at  the  rate  of  at  least  25 
a  day.  According  to  the  report  of  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  it  is 
owing  to  exposure  and  fatigue  incident  to  rapid  and  forml  marches. 
I  have  presented  these  facts  as  a  matter  of  duty,  and  offer  them  for 
your  consideration. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  RICHARDSON, 

Lieut  CoL  Forty 'Sixth  Reg%  P.  A.  C.  &,  Comdg.  First  Inf.,  TV.  B. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise. 

Camp  at  Dogwood  Gap,  Va., 

August  26, 1861. 

General  :  In  your  dispatch  of  this  morning  you  order  me  to  maiu- 
tain  my  position  at  Dogwood  Gap,  as  the  best  to  cover  the  turnpike, 
and  as  the  best  from  which  to  move  to  the  support  of  General  Floyd. 
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Yoa  warn  me  at  the  same  time  that  this  i)Ositioii  is  threatened  from 
the  New  Biver,  and  you  conclnde  by  saying : 

Thus  yoa  have  to  gaard  the  tampike.  Be  ready  to  move  with  all  yoar  force  to 
Camifix  Ferry,  and  to  take  commanding  position  against  the  enemy  in  the  opposite 
direction. 

Yoa  add : 

This  raises  the  qnestion,  **  Have  yon  more  than  force  enough  to  do  any  one  of  these 
esBcntial  services  i" 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  strength  of  the  three  regiments 
of  infiEmtry  and  of  the  artillery  comprised  in  my  command  at  Dog- 
wood Gamp  is  this  morning  reported  at  1,386  privates  and  non-commis- 
fiioned  officers  present  and  fit  for  duty.  Colonel  Davis,  commanding 
the  cavalry,  who,  as  yoa  are  aware,  does  not  report  to  me,  told  me  yes- 
terday that  the  horses  were  so  worn  with  scouting,  and  had  suffered 
fio  much  from  want  of  shoes,  that  he  had  only  50  efficient  cavalry.  Of 
these,  5  were  killed  and  woundecl  yesterday  endeavoring  to  aid  Colonel 
Jenkins  in  his  unfortunate  skirmish.  Less  than  1,440  men,  with  five 
gnus,  is,  therefore,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  total  force  here  present 
at  your  disposal.  Undivided,  by  the  aid  of  artillery  used  in  positions 
where  artillery  is  available,  and  with  the  assistance  of  position,  this 
force  is  sufficient,  by  the  exercise  of  great  vigilance,  to  effect  one,  and 
probably  two,  of  the  objects  you  specify,  and  partially  to  cover  them 
all.  I  mean  that  of  guarding  the  turnpike  road  and  preventing  the 
enemy  from  getting  on  our  rear  by  crossing  the  New  Biver.  This,  in 
my  opinion,  can  only  be  securely  done  by  occupying  Dogwood  Gap.  If 
driven  thence,  or  compelled  to  abandon  this  position,  all  the  other 
objects  you  specify  might,  and  probably  would,  be  frustrated ;  that  is 
to  say,  the  defense  of  the  Lewisburg  road,  tne  safety  of  your  com- 
mand, and  your  ability  to  succor  Oeneral  Floyd  or  cover  his  rear  in 
case  of  reverse  to  his  arms,  or  even  otherwise,  would  be  jeopardized. 

I  learned  frt)m  you  to-day  that  by  reliable  accounts  the  enemy  had 
about  1,000  men  at  Gauley  Bridge ;  1,000  up  the  turnpike ;  700  at  the 
Hawk's  Nest,  and  500  at  Cotton  Hill.  This  information  has  since  been 
confirmed  to  me,  with  the  addition  that  the  force  at  Cotton  Hill  is  1,000 
men. 

The  enemy,  I  am  satisfied,  is  perfectly  cognizant  of  our  strength,  or 
rather  weakness,  and  immediately  informed  of  all  our  movements. 
The  moment  we  abandon  Dogwood  Gap,  or  leave  it  in  a  defenseless 
condition,  even  if  he  had  received  no  further  re-enforoements,  he  may, 
and  doubtless  would,  advance  along  the  turnpike  and  occupy  or  force 
the  gap  and  hold  it.  In  this  case  our  communication,  if  we  moved  to 
Carnifix  Ferry,  or  that  of  such  ])ortion  of  our  force  as  moved  thither, 
aod  also  the  communication  of  General  Floyd  with  the  turnpike, 
would  be  cut  off',  and  the  Legion,  or  a  portion  of  it,  starved  into  dis- 
peniion,  while  the  remainder  would  become  abortively  weak.  On  the 
contrary,  by  holding  Dogwood  Gap,  which  with  the  present  force  may 
be  soccessfully  defended  even  if  attacked  in  front  and  rear  (considering 
that  an  attack  from  the  rear  could  not  be  carried  on  for  m6re  than  two 
or  three  days,  even  if  General  Floyd's  column  was  cutoff  from  the  ferry), 
tbe  Legion  would  be  strengthened  every  day.  In  the  first  place,  recon- 
hoitering  and  slight  intrenchments  will  so  strengthen  the  position  as  to 
require  less  force  for  secure  defense.  In  the  next  few  days  rest  for  men 
and  horses  will  much  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  now  exhausted  force, 
to  say  nothing  of  its  augmentation  by  reenfoix^ements  under  way  and 
«f  sitk  returning  to  their  companies  and  collecting  already  on  the  road. 
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Further,  fix>in  a  Becore  iK>8ition  like  Dogwood  Oap  comparatively  rapid 
inarches  may  be  made  within  striking  distance  with  the  efficiency  of 
doable  the  number  of  men  without  this  stronghold  to  fall  back  upon, 
because,  leaving  the  baggage  and  provision  in  security,  such  marches 
may  be  made  with  what  Sie  men  carry  in  their  haversacks,  or  with  one 
wagon,  with  picked  team,  per  regiment,  instead  of  with  a  number  of 
under-horsed  wagons,  requiring  the  expedition  force  to  guard  them  and 
<lelaying  their  advance.  Hence  with  a  secure  possession  of  the  gap, 
400  or  ^  men,  and  in  a  few  days  a  much  larger  number,  may  be  de- 
tached with  impunity  and  efficiency,  either  to  operate  on  the  Sunday 
Boad,  or  up  to  Camifix  Ferry,  or  tow&rd  the  Fayetteville  road  and  New 
Biver.  This,  if  the  force  be  divided^  by  detachment  (beyond  reach)  of 
even  one  regiment,  would  become  impossible.  Without  a  nucleus  to 
fall  back  upon  nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can  be  effected — and  it  is  little 
more  t±Lan  a  nucleus  now,  although  a  valuable  one.  Dividing  at  this 
time  would  be  like  breaking  up  an  army  into  isolated  files.  Kot  only 
the  future  efficiency  and  the  present  usefulness  but  the  actual  safety 
of  the  Legion  would  be  unwarrantably  imperiled  under  present  circum- 
stances by  any  but  a  very  prudent  course,  and  I  must  resx)ectfully  put  on 
record  my  protest  against  the  execution  of  certain  orders  which  you  have 
mentioned,  and  which,  lam  sure,  could  only  have  been  conceived  under 
erroneous  impressions  as  to  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  corps. 
I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

C.  F.  HBNNINGSEN. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise,  Commanding  WUe^s  Legion. 


AUGUST  26,  1861.— Action  at  CroM-Lanat,  near  Snmmenyille,  W.  Va. 
Reports  of  Brig.  General  William  S.  BoseeranSj  U.  8.  Army. 

Clarksbubo,  August  28,  1861. 

General  Cox  reports,  under  date  27th,  Seventh  Ohio,  under  Tyler, 
advanced  regiment  at  Cross-Lanes,  below  Summersville,  was  surprised 
by  Floyd  while  eating  his  breakfast,  and  dispersed.  Baggage  trains 
saved  and  half  the  regiment  come  in.  Other  half  continues  to  straggle 
in.  Floyd,  with  five  regiments  and  three  guns,  at  Cross-Lanes,  5  miles 
below  Summersville.  Wise,  with  about  the  same  force,  on  New  Biver. 
General  reports  give  Lee  and  Loring  10,000  men  at  Huntersville.  Troops 
sickly.  Beynolds  endeavoring  to  get  close  information  to-day.  News 
not  in  yet.  I  have  twenty-two  companies  infiuitry,  one  of  cavalry,  two 
guns  at  Sutton,  and  Mack's  battery ;  one  regiment  of  ten  companies  at 
Bulltown  to-night:  ten  companies  more  and  mountain-howitzer  battery 
will  probably  reacn  there  to-morrow ;  eight  companies  of  infantry  to- 
morrow night ;  fifteen  companies  now  on  rail  for  this  place,  to  go  down 
as  soon  as  possible ;  total,  sixty -five  infantry.  They  will  be  down  there 
by  Saturday  evening.  This  will  be  all  I  can  spare,  unless  news  from 
Cheat  Mountain  indicates  the  possibility  of  using  some  of  the  eight  regi- 
ments there. 

BOSECBANS. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 

August  28, 1861. 

Dispatch  from  General  Cox  says  <<that  Seventh  Ohio,  5  miles  Ix^ow 
Summersville,  on  Gauley  road,  was  overpowered  by  superior  numbers 
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and  scattered."  A  good  many  missing,  bat  thinks  the  casualties  not- 
great.  Expects  them  all  in.  Has  orders  in  fhll  to  hold  his  position  at. 
Gauley.  Thinks  he  can  do  it.  Enemy  estimated  at  from  5,000  to  10,00(K. 
Am  moving  down  all  available  force  to  Satton.  Will  have  fitty-five 
oompaDies  there  by  to-morrow  evening.  Exi>ect  to  attack  the  enemy 
oa  Friday  or  Saturday,  and  crash  his  colnmn,  if  possible,  at  or  near 
Sammersville. 

HOSE0BAN& 


AUGUST  28-aO,  1861— Skirmiihat  near  Bailey'i  Comen  (or  CroM-Boadi),  Va. 

RKFORTS,   ETC. 

Na  1.— 'Mig.  Stephen  O.  Champlin,  Third  Michigan  Infantry. 

Ko.  3. — Capt.  LooiB  Dillman,  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

No.  3. — Letter  of  commendation  from  General  McClellan  to  Major  ChampUn. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Maj,  Stephen  O,  Champlin^  Third  Michigan  Infantnfi 

Headquabtebs, 
Runter^s  Chapel,  August  30, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  morning,  while  reconnoitering: 
from  the  top  of  Mrs.  Hanter's  honse,  the  enemy  was  observed  to  send 
off  from  the  top  of  the  hill  lying  north  of  Bailey's  Comers  two  com- 
panies of  infantry,  who  nambered  aboat  200  men,  who  were  marched 
in  the  direction  of  oar  pickets,  stationed  northeast  of  Batley's  Corners 
and  on  the  right  of  Captain  Dillman's  position.  I  started  immediately 
for  Bailey's  Comers,  to  inform  Captain  Dillman  and  take  steps  for 
defense.  I  foand  that  Captain  Dillman  was  acqnainted  with  the  move- 
ment of  the  enemy. 

A  few  moments  after  my  arrival  aboat  100  of  the  enemy  attacked 
oar  pickets  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  and  occnpying  the  Bailey  oat- 
hoQses  and  premises  adjoining.  An  attack  was  also  made  on  our  liner 
of  pickets,  extending  as  for  as  the  first  hoase  on  the  direct  road  frouk 
Arlington  Mill  to  Bailey's  Comers.  The  pickets  retamed  the  fire  and 
retreated  back  on  Captain  Dillman's  command  and  apon  the  reserve  sta- 
tioned half  way  from  Arlington  Mill  to  Bailey's  Comers.  I  directed 
Captain  Dillman  to  march  one  company  of  his  men  on  the  table-land  to 
his  right  to  a  point  opposite  the  enemy  in  the  woods  and  deploy  them 
an  skirmishers,  advance  them  across  the  road,  and  engage  the  enemy  on 
their  flank,  while  I  broaght  up  and  engaged  the  enemy's  front  with  the; 
reserve  stationed  half  way  to  the  mill,  under  command  of  Lieutenant. 
Morris,  and  also  with  a  portion  of  Captain  Jndd's  command,  stationed 
near  Arlington  Mill.  The  order  was  executed,  and  the  enemy  retreated 
before  the  skirmishers,  and  would  not  and  did  not  wait  an  engage- 
ment Our  pickets  were  re-established,  and  the  forces  of  both  side» 
are  again  in  the  same  position  th^j  respectively  occupied  this  morning.. 
Oar  loss  none  [killed] ;  woundecl,  1  or  2  slightly.  The  enemy  were  ob- 
served to  carry  off  3  of  their  owu  men,  who  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

Throughont  the  whole  of  this  affair  both  officers  and  men  behaved 
with  njeat  coolness  and  braver^',  and  I  think  the  retreat  was  timely 
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for  the  onemy,  for  had  they  waited  the  advance,  they  mnst  have  been 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  CHAMPLIN, 
Majovy  Commanding  Special  Det4iehment. 

Col.  I.  B.  Richardson,  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade. 


2. 

Report  of  Copt.  Louis  Dillmany  Second  Michigan  Infantry. 

Camp  Second  Michigan  Reo't,  near  Arlington, 

September  3, 1861. 

On  Thursday,  August  28,  in  compliance  with  your  order  of  same  date, 
I  left  Hunter's  Chapel  with  a  detachment  of  250  men  from  the  Second 
Michigan  Regiment  for  Bailev's  Cross-Roads,  to  occupy  and  hold  the 
same  against  the  encroachments  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  that  vicinity. 
I  reached  the  Cross-Roads  at  10  a.  m.,  and  at  once  threw  out  pickets 
on  the  line  shown  by  the  map  accompanying  this  report.*  The  rebel 
pickets  opened  their  fire  at  once,  and  kept  it  up  until  about  10  p.  m., 
eeaaing  at  that  time  until  daylight  next  morning,  when  it  was  again 
opened  by  them  quite  briskly  along  the  whole  line,  but  with  no  return 
th>m  our  pickets.  Emboldened  by  our  silence,  a  detachment  of  about 
80  men  was  sent  out  from  their  camp,  apparently  with  the  intention  of 
driving  in  pickets  on  the  right  of  my  line,  thus  cutting  off  all  communi- 
caticm  with  the  headquarters  of  the  regiment.  In  this  sally  they  were 
partially  successful.  The  pickets  were  driven  from  their  posts,  but,  ral- 
lying, and  being  supported  by  a  detachment  of  40  skirmishers  hurriedly 
thrown  out,  under  Captain  Humphrey,  the  rebels  were  checked  and 
driven  back,  with  a  loss  of  6  or  8  killed  and  wounded. 

The  firing  was  kept  up  from  both  sides  through  the  day  with  con- 
siderable effect  from  our  side,  the  enemy  carrying  off  some  twelve  men 
killed  and  wounded.  Darkness  closed  the  firing,  to  be  reopened  at  day- 
light the  next  (Sunday)  morning.  It  commenc^  on  the  left,  and  gradu- 
ally worked  along  to  the  right  until  the  whole  Une  was  warmly  engaged. 
The  firing  continued  through  the  day  with  but  little  intermission.  The 
enemy  were  seen  to  carry  a  number  off  the  field.  Our  loss  was  1 
wounded — a  private  in  Company  G.  He  has  since  died  from  the  effect 
of  the  wound. 

Sunday  but  little  firing,  except  morning  and  evening. 

Monday  the  same. 

Two  privates  of  Company  D — J.  Austin  and  P.F.  Walworth — straying 
from  camp,  passed  through  the  enemy's  lines  and  up  to  within  some 
forty  rods  of  the  rear  of  their  earthwork  on  Munson's  HilL  Seeing  two 
rebels  near,  they  watched  their  chance,  each  picked  his  man,  fired,  and 
brought  him  to  the  ground.  They  returned  safely  to  camp.  They  re- 
p4}rt  seeing  about  5CN0  men  around  the  works.  There  were  no  tents  in 
aight,  but  some  twelve  or  fifteen  wagons  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  were 
lying  on  the  back  of  the  hill.  They  also  rei>ort  seeing  a  large  number 
of  field  officers  busy  looking  over  their  maps  and  charts. 

In  concluding  this  report,  allow  me  to  say  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  charge  that  they  behaved  as  soldiers,  were  cool  in  their  de- 

'  Not  found. 
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portment.  willingly  and  cheerfully  performed  every  dnty  assigned  them, 
and  were  found  ever  faltbful  at  their  posts.  That  we  were  able  to  keep 
op  a  continued  skirmish  of  five  days  with  the  loss  of  but  one  man  attests 
soffidently  to  the  general  good  conduct  and  faithfulness  of  both  officers 
and  men. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c, 

L.  DILLMAN, 
Captain,  Oamdg.  Detachment  Second  RegH  Mich.  Infantry. 

General  Bichabdson. 


No.  3. 

Letter  of  commendation  from  General  McCleUan  to  Major  Champlin. 

Heabquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

Washingtonj  September  6, 1861. 

Gbnebal  :  Major  General  McGlellan  has  received  Maj.  S.  6.  Gham- 
plin's  report  of  his  reconnaissance  and  skirmish  on  the  30th  ultimo. 
The  general  is  much  pleased  with  Major  GhampUn's  dispositions  on  the 
occatsion,  which  he  deems  eminently  proper,  and  he  desires  you  to  convey 
his  thanks  to  Major  Ghamplin  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  this  serv- 
ice was  performed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Brig.  Qen.  I.  B.  Bichabdson,  Commanding  Brigade,  dto. 


AUGUST  31, 1881.— Skirmish  at  Mtmion*i  Hill,  on  Little  River  Turnpike,  Va. 

Report  of  Col.  Oeorge  W.  Taylor,  Third  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Camp  op  the  Thibd  Regiment  New  Jebsey  Vols., 

Bivouac  at  Intersection,  September  2, 1861. 

Genebal:  The  pickets  of  the  enemy  having  for  some  time  been 
extremely  annoying  to  our  outposts  on  the  Little  liiver  turnpike  and 
on  the  road  leading  from  thence  to  Chestnut  Hill,  I  decided  on  making 
a  reconnaissance  in  person,  with  a  small  force,  with  the  view  of  cutting 
them  off.  Accordingly  I  marched  with  40  men,  volunteers  from  two 
compauies  of  my  regiment,  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  August,  at  3  a.  m., 
aad  keeping  to  the  woods,  arrived  soon  after  daylight  at  or  near  the 
point  (a  little  beyond)  at  which  I  desired  to  strike  the  road  and  cut 
them  off.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  cross  a  fence  and  a  narrow  corn 
field,  where  the  enemy,  who  hful  doubtless  dogged  our  approach  through 
the  woods,  lay  in  considerable  force.  While  in  the  corn  we  were  sud- 
denly opened  upon  by  a  rapid  and  sharp  fire,  which  our  men,  whenever 
they  got  sight  of  the  enemy,  returned  with  much  spirit.  Scarce  two 
minutes  elapsed  when  I  found  3  men  close  to  me  had  been  shot  down. 
The  enemy  being  mostly  hid,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  order  my  men  to 
fall  back  to  the  woods,  distant  about  30  yards,  which  I  did.  At  the 
same  time  I  ordered  enough  to  remain  with  me  to  carry  off  the  wounded, 
bat  they  did  not  hear  or  heed  my  order  except  two.    With  these  we  got 
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all  off,  as  J  sapposed  (the  corn  being  thick),  bat  Oorporal  Hand,  Com- 
pany I,  who,  when  I  tamed  him  over,  appeared  to  be  dying.  I  took 
his  musket,  also  the  masket  of  one  of  the  wounded,  and  retamed  to 
the  woods  to  rally  the  men.  I  regret  to  say  that  none  of  diem  conld 
be  foi^nd,  nor  did  I  meet  them  until  I  reached  the  blacksmith-shop, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant. 

Here  I  foand  Captain  Regar,  Company  I,  with  his  command.  Re- 
enforcing  him  with  25  men  of  the  picket,  then  in  charge  of  Captain 
Vickers,  Thinl  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  with  the  latter  he 
immediately  marched  back  to  bring  in  Corporal  Hand  and  any  others 
still  missing.  He  reports  that  on  reaching  the  ground  he  found  the 
enemy  in  increased  force,  and  did  not  re-enter  the  com  Held,  in  which 
I  think  he  was  justified. 

I  should  have  stated  that  quite  a  number  of  the  enemy  were  in  full 
view  in  the  road  when  we  jumped  the  fence  and  charged  them,  and 
that  each  man  in  the  charge,  Captain  Regur  leading  by  my  side,  seemed 
eager  to  be  foremost ;  nor  did  one,  to  my  knowledge,  flinch  from  the 
contest  until  my  order  to  fall  back  to  the  woods,  which,  unfortunately, 
they  misconstrued  into  a  continuous  retreat  to  our  pickets.  The  eaemy 
seemed  to  have  retreated  very  soon  after,  as  the  tiring  had  ceased  be- 
fore I  left. 

The  3  wounded  men  are  doing  well,  except  1.*  As  near  as  I  can  ascer- 
tain there  were  3  cI  the  enemy  shot  down.  The  whole  affair  did  not 
last  ten  minutes. 

The  officers  with  mo  were  Captain  Regur,  Company  I,  First  Lieu- 
tenant Taylor,  and  Second  Lieutenant  S^iencer,  both  of  the  same  com- 
pany. 

All  of  which  I  have  the  honor,  respectfully*,  to  report. 

GEO.  W.  TAYLOR, 
Colonel  Third  Regiment  Netv  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  P.  Kearny,  Commanding  Brigade, 


SEPTEMBER  2,  18ei.^8kinni«h  near  the  Hawk's  Nesti  W.  Va. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise^  C.  S.  Army. 

At  Tybee's,  Kanawha  Turnpike,  Virginia, 

September  4, 1861. 

From  Camifix  Ferry  I  returned  to  Dogwood  Gap,  and  finding  my 
men  very  weary  with  their  march  to  and  from  the  ferry,  I  rested  them 
for  the  night,  and  gave  orders  for  them  to  move  early  in  the  morning 
upon  the  Hawk's  Nest.  Stripping  each  regiment  of  infantry  down  to 
six  companies,  or  300  men,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  250 
cavalry  (making  in  all  about  1,250),  I  marched  the  day  before  yesterday 
morning  down  to  Hamilton's,  within  half  a  mile  of  the  Hawk's  Nest. 
Feeling  our  way  cautiously,  late  in  the  evening  I  advanced  upon  Tur- 
key Creek,  leading  the  advance  guard  myself  in  person.  About  dusk 
we  arrived  at  McGraw's  bridge,  over  Turkey  Creek,  and  were  then  ftretl 
upon  (a  very  short  time  hotly)  by  the  enemy,  concealed  in  the  com  fields 
and  brush-wood  on  both  sides,  and  just  as  we  were  crossing  the  bridge. 
I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  guard  (Captain  Summers'  company)  st<^ 

*  NomiDnl  list  of  casualties  shows  2  killed  aod  3  wounded. 
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their  groand  and  behaved  handsomely,  returning  the  fire  promptly,  and 

1  led  them  across  the  bridge,  the  enemy  disappearing  before  us  on  the 
quick  advance  of  oar  colamn.  Night  coming  on,  I  thought  it  prudent 
to  rest  on  our  arms  for  the  time,  and  it  is  well  we  did,  for  the  next  day 
(yesterday)  I  found  him  in  ambuscade  and  intrenched  very  strongly  at 
Big  Creek.  At  McGraw's  I  ascertained  his  position.  The  turnpike 
downwards  towards  McOraw's  turns  to  the  right,  descending  a  long 
iiill  On  the  margin  of  Big  Creek.  Crossing  the  creek  over  a  narrow 
bridge,  it  passes  up  the  right  bank  of  the  creek  some  400  yards,  and 
then  turns  through  a  gap,  directly  back,  towards  New  Biver,  around  a 
high  and  isolated  spur  of  mountain,  and  just  at  the  turn  a  mountain 
road  comes  in  to  the  turnpike  from  Bich  Creek,  on  the  Gauley.  There, 
on  the  hills  in  front,  at  the  junction  of  the  roads,  and  around  the  sharp 
angle  of  the  turnpike,  back  of  the  mountain,  I  found  the  enemy  in  con- 
siderable force,  impossible  to  be  told,  from  their  being  perfectly  con- 
cealed. Seeing  no  other  alternative  to  drive  them  out,  I  determined  to 
drop  a  battalion  across  the  creek,  and  charge  them  in  the  firont,  on  the 
mountain  side,  which  was  bravely  done  by  parts  of  three  companies, 
Sammers',  Byan's,  and  Janes'  (about  120  men).  They  crossed  silently 
nntil  they  rose  the  hill,  and  then,  with  a  shout,  drove  the  enemy  to 
the  top,  they  flying  most  cowardly,  dropping  guns,  hats,  canteens,  &c., 
nntil  my  men  reached  the  top  and  got  above  them.  I  then  brought  up  a 
howitzer,  and  with  shot  and  shell  soon  cleared  the  front  and  sides  of  the 
mountain  next  to  ns,  but  soon  found  that  the  enemy  were  thick  in  the 
gorges  of  the  creek  running  up  towards  Bich  Creek  Gap.  There  was 
danger  then  of  their  turning  my  right  flank,  and  I  found  it  hazardous 
to  pass  the  gap  in  face  of  their  rifled  cannon,  which  they  had  played  over 
oar  heads  for  some  time. 

Having  sent  the  companies-of  the  Second  Begiment  up  Turkey  Creek, 
to  come  around  the  head  of  Big  Creek,  in  their  rear  or  lefb  flank,  I 
paused  to  wait  for  Colonel  Anderson  to  come  upon  them  and  to  feel 
their  position  and  numbers  still  further.  In  this  time  they  were  re- 
enforced  with  six  companies  and  several  pieces  of  artillery  from  Gauley. 
They  had  1,250  in  ix>sition,  and  their  re-enforcements  increased  their 
numbers  to  1,800  men  of  all  arms,  cavalry  as  well  as  infantry  and  artil- 
lery.   They  had  about  75  horses. 

Having  attained  my  object,  to  secure  Miller^s  Ferry  and  Liken's  Mill 
(hoth  essential  to  our  uses),  I  fell  back  to  Hamilton's,  and  am  encamped 
there  and  at  Westlake's  Creek,  guarding  the  ferry,  the  boat  of  which  I 
have  raised  and  am  now  repairing.  But,  sir,  this  point  is  liable  to 
attack  at  all  times  from  the  rear  by  paths  which  converge  from  Gauley 
and  Bich  Creek  at  Sugar  Gap,  and  come  down  to  the  turnpike  at  this 
place  and  at  Shade  Creek.  I  have  left  but  six  companies  at  Dogwood 
Gap,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  have  but  three  here  to  guard  the 
three  essential  points.  As  your  forces  are  now  near  3,000  men,  1  beg 
that  you  will  return  to  my  Legion  the  corps  of  artillery,  with  their  guns 
belonging  to  it,  which  you  have,  the  measles  having  so  thinned  my 
ranks  that  I  need  all  the  men  belonging  to  my  command  and  double 
as  many  more.  1  have  ordered  Caskie,  with  General  Beckley's  militia, 
down  the  Loop,  and  by  this  time  they  are  there.  The  day  before  yes- 
terday they  fought  the  enemy  at  Cotton  Hill,  and  drove  them  within 

2  miles  of  Montgomery's  Ferry.  General  Chapman  has  arrived  there 
now  with  about  1,600  men,  and  our  communication  with  him  will  be 
opened  to-day  or  to*morrow.  Some  days  ago  you  asked  for  Colonel 
Oroghan.    I  now  send  him  to  you,  to  be  transferred  to  your  brigade  if 
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jou  desire  it.    If  you  will  advance  upon  Gauley,  I  will  amuse  tbe  enemy 
in  ^ont  upon  this  road. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral, 
Brigadier-General  Floyd,  Commanding^  dtc. 


Camp  near  Hawk's  Nest,  Va., 

September  5, 1861. 

Genebal  :  Yours  of  August  31  was  received  last  evening.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  me  to  receive  the  approbation  with  which  you  commend 
my  humble  command,  and  particularly  coming  from  yon :  but^  sir,  par- 
don me  for  saying  that  it  does  not  meet  my  complaint  tliat  I  am  con- 
tinually harassed  with  orders  to  do  nothing  but  hard  marching,  to  no 
end  or  purpose  but  to  distraet  and  dishearten  all  independent  eftbrt 
and  action  of  my  Legion.  Before  I  was  marched  to  Garnifix,  to  march 
back  again  under  orders  which  wei*e  changed  four  times  in  forty-eight 
hours,  and  after  every  appointment  of  co-operation  essential  to  safety 
and  success  had  been  counteracted  by  General  Floyd,  precisely  the  same 
wrong  has  been  repeated.  On  the  31st  ultimo  General  Floyd  informed 
me  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  Gauley  Bridge,  and  were  then  ad- 
vancing upon  him,  and  said  if  this  information  was  correct  I  should 
send  him  my  strongest  regiment  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  near  Gauley,  with 
a  good  battery,  so  as  to  be  perfectly  in  reach  of  him  in  case  of  need ; 
and  that  I  should  at  once  advance  with  the  remainder  of  my  command 
and  take  possession  of  the  camp  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley.  He  asked 
me  also  to  send  him  two  companies  of  efficient  cavalry  (hia  had  been 
cut  to  pieces,  under  Colonel  Jenkins,  interferring  with  my  immediate 
command,  and  he  had  sent  them  to  Greenbrier  recrniting,  and  was 
measurably  without  dragoon  force,  though  I  had  sent  him  100  troopers 
already).    Such  was  the  order  of  the  morning  of  that  day. 

On  the  same  day,  at  5  p.  m.,  I  received  from  him  another  note,  dated 
at  12  noon,  saylug  that  he  had  received  information  through  scouts 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  from  Gauley  Bridge  in  that  (his)  direc- 
tion ;  that  they  were  within  12  miles  of  him,  and  ordered  that  I  would 
send  him  without  delay  1,000  of  my  infantry,  my  best  battery,  and  one 
squadron  of  horse.  This  note  was  received  at  5  p.  m.,  and  I  marched 
the  next  morning  again  to  Garnifix,  with  two  out  of  the  three  regiments 
of  infantry,  three  out  of  five  pieces  of  artillery  (having  sent  him  three 
before  out  of  eight  pieces),  and  two  troops  of  cavalry.  This  left,  for 
this  entire  turnpike  and  the  old  State  road,  from  Gauley  to  Lewisburg 
(with  innumerable  and  indescribable  mountain  paths  leading  into  the 
rear  everywhere),  one  regiment  of  infantry,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
about  100  efficient  horse,  and  this,  too,  when  General  Floyd  was  re- 
enforced  by  Tompkins'  two  regiments  (800  strong),  another  of  his  own 
brigade,  just  arrived  (from  600  to  800  strong),  and  three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  61  men  from  my  Legion,  making  his  force,  in  all  (his  own  1,200, 
re-enforcements  1,600)  2,800  men,  with  five  pieces  of  artillery,  in  an 
intrenched  and  almost  impregnable  position,  while  my  force  left  at  Dog- 
wood, with  which  I  was  to  take  the  camp  at  the  mouth  of  Gauley,  was 
reduced  by  measles  and  the  re-enforcement  of  him  to  about  500  infan- 
try, two  pieces  of  artillery,  with  60  men,  and  about  100  efficient  horse, 
in  all,  660  men.  Yet  again  I  marched  to'  Garnifix,  through  stalling 
roads,  and  justi^eached  the  river  and  was  descending  to  the  ferry-boat 
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when  General  Floyd's  ac^jutant  pat  into  my  hands  another  note,  of  Sep- 
tember ly  saying  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  the  movement  of  the 
enemy  required  the  union  of  my  force  with  his,  and  I  would  retain  my 
force  in  camp  (meaning  at  Dogwood)  until  further  orders. 

To  this  note  was  also  added  a  sneering  order  at  Colonel  Henningseu^ 
my  senior  colonel  of  infantry,  too  small  to  be  indited  here.  Justly 
vexed  at  this  vacillation  of  command,  I  ordered  my  men  back  immedi- 
ately, and  announced  to  them  my  resolution  to  take  Hawk's  Nest,  with- 
ont  delay,  in  order  to  command  Liken's  Mill  (to  grind  wheat  and  corn 
for  them)  and  Miller's  Ferry  (to  communicate  with  Generals  Chapman 
ami  Beckley),  and  take  possession  of  Cotton  Hill,  south  side  of  Xew 
Biver.  It  was  night  before  I  reached  Dogwood  Camp,  and  my  men 
were  weary,  and  some  of  my  wagons  broken  down.  I  therefore  rested 
my  men  for  the  night,  waited  for  the  wagons,  and,  on  the  moniing  of 
the  2d,  marched  for  the  Hawk's  Kest.  Between  Hamilton's  and  that 
point  we  met  their  pickets,  who  retired.  We  paused  to  refresh  and 
scouted  ahead.  In  that  pause  some  of  our  men  were  fired  upon  at  Mc* 
Graw's  Bridge,  over  Honey  Creek.  Dinner  over,  I  advanced^taking 
command  of  the  advance  guard  in  person,  in  order  to  look  to  untried 
men,  who  had  never  been  under  fire  before.  At  about  dusk,  with  one 
company,  I  cautiously  reached  the  bridge,  and  just  then  the  enemy 
opened  a  hot  fire,  for  a  very  short  time,  upon  us.  The  guard  were  dis- 
turbed a  moment  by  the  horse  of  Captain  Swank,  who  was  in  advance 
with  me,  but  Captain  Summers,  of  the  guard,  rallied  them  in  a  moment,, 
and,  at  a  word  £rom  me,  they  advanced  firmly,  returning  the  fire,  and, 
rashing  over,  as  the  column  advanced,  we  swept  the  field  on  the  right, 
the  river  gnarding  our  left.  It  turned  out  to  be  a  force  of  from  30  to  50 
of  the  enemy,  who  fied  at  our  approach,  and  disappeared  in  bushes  and 
darkness.  But  2  of  our  men  were  wounded,  and  they  slightly.  I  then 
halted,  posted  guanls,  and  slept  on  arms.  Then  I  found  the  true  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy.  From  the  Hawk's  Nest  the  turnpike  leads,  first,, 
over  Turkey  Creek,  then  over  Honey  or  McGraw's  Creek,  all  empty- 
ing into  New  Kiver,  and  heading  with  Bich  Creek,  and  emptying  into* 
Gauley,  thus : 
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I  learned  their  force  was  three  compauies  regalarly  posted,  and  1,000 
lately  advanced  to  re-enforce  them,  making  in  all  alH)at  1,250  infantry, 
75  troopers,  and  several  pieces  of  artillery,  intrenched  on  the  west  side 
of  Big  Creek.  The  road  there  passes  down  a  hill  nearly  north  to  the 
bridge,  on  the  ^ast  side  of  Big  Creek,  crosses  and  passes  up  on  the  west 
side,  nearly  to  its  forks,  through  deep  gorges,  and  then  cuts  at  an  acute 
angle,  sharp  and  sudden,  around  a  terrapin-backed  mountain,  ver^'  steep, 
and  runs  quite  back  to  New  River,  making  the  position  very  strong,  and 
suddenly  bringing  my  advancing  column  expo^  to  a  full  sweep  of  ar- 
tillery. On  the  north  terminus  of  the  mountain  we  found  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  posted.  My  force  was  three  regiments  of  infantry,  reduced 
to  six  companies  each  (by  forces  left  at  Dogwood),  and  these  companies, 
reduced  by  measles  to  about  50  each,  effective  mea,  making  900  infantry, 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery  (a  howitzer,  a  rifle,  and  smooth  bore  i» 
pounder),  and  about  300  effective  horse,  oi  no  use  in  the  attack. 

Moreover,  I  reduced  my  force  to  two  regiments  by  sending  Colonel 
Anderson,  with  the  Second,  back  to  Turkey  Creek,  to  take  a  trace-road, 
leading  from  Turkey  Creek  to  the  mountain  ridge,  and  thence  around 
head  of  Big  Creek,  to  fall  on  the  enemy's  left  flank.  To  contest  tbe 
bridge  and  the  angle  of  the  road  there  I  had  but  600  infantry  and  3 
pieces  of  artillery.  I  tried  the  enemy  bypassing  a  few  men  over  unmo- 
lested, and  thereby  I  knew  he  meant  to  entrap  us.  Determined  to  feel 
his  very  pulse,  I  passed  three  companies  straight  across  Big  Creek  to 
the  opposite  side  of  a  steep  mountaiu,  and  drove  him  up  and  over. 
They  fled  incontinently,  dropping  guns,  hats,  canteens,  &c.,  and  my 
men  gained  the  summit,  and  looked  down  into  their  very  camps,  keep- 
ing upon  them  an  irregular  skirmish  fire.  They  were  studiously  hid  on 
the  other  side,  but  we  saw  their  tents,  cannon,  and  baggage  train  in 
close  gun-shot.  I  then  shelled  the  mountain  side,  and  drove  them  from 
the  point  of  the  road  next  to  me,  and  they  answered  my  howitzer  with 
a  rifled  gun.  Clearing  the  mountain  side,  we  paused  for  Anderson. 
Unfortunately  he  lost  his  way,  and  returned,  efiecting  nothing.  I  then 
fell  ba€k  and  encamped  so  as  to  cover  Miller's  Ferry  and  Liken's  Mill, 
ne>ar  the  Hawk's  Nest,  and  here  I  am  determined  to  incubate  a  brood  of 
results  in  that  eyrie,  if  I  can,  in  cooi>eration  with  Generals  Chapman 
and  Beckley.  I  have  sent  Caskie  (of  cavalry )  already  down  Loop  Creek, 
below  the  Falls  of  Kanawha,  to  strike  a  blow,  and  on  the  2d  the  militia 
drove  the  enemy  across  Montgomery's  Ferry.  I  will  mount  my  rifled 
C-pounder  on  Cotton  Hill  in  a  day  or  two  and  salute  their  camp  at 
Gaulcy  Bridge,  where  they  are  said  to  have  eighteen  pieces  of  all  cali- 
bers. I  omitted  to  say,  while  waiting  for  Anderson,  that  the  enemy 
were  re  enforced  by  six  companies  and  several  pieces  of  artillery  from 
Gauley.  When  Anderson  came  up  we  would  have  had  to  attack  ].,800 
or  2,000  (double  our  number),  and,  having  gained  my  point,  I  fell  back. 
I  shall  cross  New  River  with  part  of  my  forces,  and  I  repeat  my  request 
to  be  defended  from  these  vexatious  orders  of  General  Floyd.  Let  me 
get  out  of  the  way  of  these,  and  I  will  enter  the  Kanawha  Valley  near 
Charleston. 

1  beg  you  to  order  me  south  of  New  River.  Now  that  General  Floyd 
has  two  regiments  added  to  his  command  from  Georgia  and  North  Car- 
olina, he  will  have  near  4,000  troops  without  me,  and  can  defend  this 
turnpike  and  Camifix,  too,  without  my  Legion  ;  and  he  will  not  be  with- 
out it  either,  for  my  movement  on  Charleston  will  weaken  the  enemy  at 
Gauley  in  every  way  more  than  anything  else  can.  Please  take  com- 
mand of  me.  1  had  rather  have  your  censure  then  than  your  compli- 
ments now,  acting  under  and  not  co-operating  with  General  Floyd. 
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Colonel  Tompkins  be^s  me  to  apply  to  you,  too,  to  have  his  regiment 
aud  himself  transferretl  to  my  Legion.  I  earnestly  urge  his  request, 
that  they  be  incorporated  with  my  independent  command.  I  do  not 
wi2$h  them  if  they  are  merely  to  be  attached.  If  incorporated  Greneral 
Floyd  will  have  added  or  attached  to  his  command  McCausland's  and 
I  will  have  incori>orated  Tompkins'  regiment  with  mine.  Thus  let  us 
diride  the  balance  of  State  forces,  and  theu  let  us  part  in  peace.  I  feel, 
if  we  remain  together,  we  will  unite  in  more  wars  than  one.  I  will  try 
to  l)e  patient  and  peaceable,  as  you  command,  but  I  lay  these  fEMits 
before  you,  sir,  and  appeal  to  a  soldier's  pride  and  sense  of  honor. 
With  the  highest  respect,  yours,  faithfully^ 

JaBimY  A.  WISE. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  dtc. 

P.  S.— The  enemy  now  in  the  valley  and  adjacent  parts  is  5,809 
Btrong,  and  has  the  measles  badly.  He  cannot  fight  more  than  5,000| 
probably. 

Thttrsdat  Morning,  September  6,  1861. 

Capt.  B.  A.  Gaskie  has  just  arrived  from  the  other  side  of  the  New 
Biver,  and  reports  having  heard  from  the  enemy,  through  persons 
(ladies)  who  had  been  i>ermitted  to  visit  their  camp  and  pass  through 
to  a  funeral,  that  one  shot  from  the  howitzer,  which  took  effect  on  an 
old  house,  killed  and  wounded  60  who  had  been  stationed  therein.  It 
\i  very  certain  that  one  gun  did  very  good  execution. 


SEPTEMBEE  4,  1881.-4ikirmiih  at  Great  Pallt,  Md. 

Report  of  Brig,  Oen,  George  A.  McCallj  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquabters  Pennsylvania  Eeserve, 

Camp  Tcnnally^  September  5, 1861. 

General  :  In  relation  to  my  command,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  the  enemy  having  opened  Are  on  the  Seventh  Infantry  of  this  bri- 
gade at  Great  Falls  at  8.30  a.  m.  yesterday,  with  two  24-pounder  how- 
itzers and  three  rifle  cannon,  it  was  ascertained  that  our  guns  did  not 
reach  their  position  (the  intrenchment  in  rear  of  Dickey's  house,  already 
reported),  aud  Colonel  H«'irvey  having  reported  these  facts  to  me,  I 
immediately  sent  forward  two  rifle  cannon  and  the  Eighth  Infantry 
to  gapport  the  Seventh,  but  afterwards  recalled  the  Eighth,  as  in- 
stmcted.  At  1  o'clock,  however,  the  Eighth  was  again  put  in  motion. 
1  afterwards  learned  that  the  enemy,  after  throwing  about  50  shells  and 
shot,  mostly  too  higlu  ceased  firing  at  11  a.  m.,  which  up  to  5  p.  m.  had 
not  been  resumed.  I  have  as  yet  received  no  report  of  later  date.  My 
brigade  was  kept.ready  to  move  during  the  day  and  night 

The  work  on  the  redoubt  will  probably  be  finished  today.  One  gun 
is  mounted,  and  should  the  pintles  arrive  to-day  I  hope  to  have  them 
all  mounted.  Will  yon  please  order  a  20-ponnder  rifle  gun  for  this 
work. 

Colonel  Campbell  desires  that  two  companies  of  his  regiment  of 
artillery  now  encamped  in  rear  of  the  Capitol  be  sent  here,  as  we  have 
ample  drill  ground,  and  I  rather  approve  his  request,  as  the  Sixth  Eegi- 
nient,  recently  removed  from  that  camp,  has  sufiered  greatly  from 
typhoid  fever,  no  donbt  contracted  there. 
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Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  receiveil  Colonel  Harvey's  report 
up  to  7  a.  m.  He  had  received  two  rifle  guns  from  General  Banks  be- 
sides those  I  sent.  The  enemy  had  thrown  up  another  small  earth- 
work, but  had  n«t  opened  upon  our  i)osition  since  11  a.  m.  yesterday. 
His  guns  were  still  in  position. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McCALL, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Geobgr  B.  McClellan,  Commanding,  &c. 


SEPTEMBER  10,  1861. — ^Engagement  at  Camifiz  Perry,  Oanley  River, 

west  Virginia. 

REPORTS,  KXC. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Geu.  AVlUiam  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  Army,  commandiDg  Army  of  Occa- 
pation. 

No.   2. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade. 

No.    3.— Col.  WiUiam  H.  Lytle,  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.   4.— Lieut.  Col.  Carr  B.  White,  Twelfth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.   5. — Capt.  James  D.  Wallace,  Twelfth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.    6.— Col.  William  S.  Smith,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.   7. — Col.  Robert  L.  McCook,  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Second  Brigade. 

No.   8. — Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Sondershoff,  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.    9. — Col.  Augustus  Moor,  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  Lifantry. 

No.  10. — Col.  Frederick  Poschner,  Forty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  11. — Capt.  F.  Schambeck,  Chicago  Dragoons. 

No.  1*2. — Col.  Eliakim  P.  Scammon,  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  commanding  Third 
Brigade. 

No.  13. — Col.  Hugh  Ewing,  Thirtieth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  14. — Return  of  casualties  in  Union  forces. 

No.  15. — Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 
and  response  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

No.  1(5. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  S.  Army,  covering  the  operations  of  his  com- 
mand from  June  to  September  25. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  WiUiam  S.  Bosecrans^U.  8.  Army,  commanding 

Army  of  Occupation,  West  Virginia, 

Camp  Scott,  September  11, 1861 — p.  m. 

We  yestenlay  marche<l  17^  miles,  reached  the  enemy's  intrencheil 
position  in  front  of  Ganiifix  Ferry,  driving  his  advanced  outposts  and 
pickets  before  us.  We  found  him  occupying  a  strongly  intrenched 
position,  covered  by  a  forcRt  too  dense  to  admit  its  being  seen  at  a  dis- 
tance of  300  yards.  His  force  was  five  regiments,  l^ides  the  one 
driven  in.    He  had  probably  sixteen  pieces  of  artillery. 

At  3  o^clock  we  began  a  strong  reconnaissance,  which  proceeded  to 
such  length  we  were  about  to  assault  the  position  on  the  flank  and 
front,  when,  night  coming  on  and  our  troops  being  completely  ex- 
hausted, I  drew  them  out  of  the  woods  and  posted  them  in  the  order  of 
battle  behind  ridges  immediately  in  front  of  tbe  enemy's  position, 
where  they  rested  on  their  arms  till  morning. 
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Shortly  after  daylight  a  mnaway  contraband  came  in  and  reported 
that  the  euemy  had  cnxssed  the  Gauley  daring  the  night  by  means  of 
the  ferry  and  a  bridge  \7hich  they  had  completed. 

Colonel  Ewing  was  ordered  to  take  possession  of  the  camp,  which  he 
did  aboat  7  o'clock,  captnring  a  few  prisoners,  two  stands  of  colors,  a 
considerable  quantity  of  arms  and  quartermaater's  stores,  messing  and 
camp  eqnipage. 

The  enemy  having  destroyed  the  bridge  across  the  Gktoley.  which 
here  rashes  throngh  a  deep  gorge,  and  oar  troops  being  still  much 
fatigaed,  and  having  no  material  tor  immediately  repairing  the  bridge, 
it  was  thought  prudent  to  encamp  the  troops,  occupy  the  ferry  and  the 
captured  camp,  sending  a  few  rifle-cannon  shots  after  the  enemy  to  pro- 
dace  a  moral  effect. 

Onr  loss  would  probably  amount  to  20  killed  and  100  wounded.  The 
enemy's  loss  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  from  report  it  must  have 
been  considerable. 

W.  S.  EOSECBANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

GoL  E.  D.  TOWNSEND. 


Heabquabtebs  a.  O.  W.  Va., 

Cross-Lanes,  September  21, 1861. 

Sm:  $y  telegram  I  have  advised  you  of  the  movements  of  the  col- 
omn  under  my  command  up  to  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant.  On 
the  evening  of  the  11th  I  announced  those  of  the  10th  and  the  battle 
of  Caruifix  Ferry,  which  resulted  in  dislodging  Floyd  from  his  in- 
trenched camp  and  the  capture  of  two  stands  of  colors,  a  quantity  of 
ammunition  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage.  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  Commander* in-Chief,  a  more  de- 
tailed report  of  the  battle,  accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  brigade, 
regimental,  and  detachment  commanders  who  took  part  in  the  action, 
with  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  a  plan  of  the  intrenchments, 
exhibiting  the  position  of  our  forces  when  night  put  a  stop  to  our 
operations.* 

Having  driven  the  enemy's  pickets  before  us  from  Big  Birch,  we 
bivouacked  8  miles  above  Summersville.  The  column  began  to  move 
at  4.15  on  the*  morning  of  the  10th,  and  reached  Summersville  at  8 
o'clock,  having  been  delayed  by  a  burned  bridge.  Found  the  town 
evacuated  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  a  company  of  cavalry,  which 
had  retreated  towards  the  intrenched  camp.  Two  cavalry  prisoners, 
stragglers  from  their  company,  were  captured,  fi^m  whom  we  found 
that  Floyd  was  strongly  intrenched  and  confident  of  holding  his  posi- 
tion against  great  odds  in  fit)nt  of  Camifix  Ferry. 

From  this  point  the  column  moved  cautiously  but  rapidly  forward 
over  4  miles  of  very  bad  roads,  forming  almost  a  defile,  and  then  over 
more  open  country,  until  the  head  of  it  reached  a  point  where  the  first 
road  leading  to  the  ferry  diverges  from  the  lower  road  to  Gauley 
Bridge,  on  which  we  were  marching.  Beached  there  about  2  o'clockj 
and  halted  for  half  an  hour  for  the  column  and  train  to  close  up,  and 
then  began  to  move  down  towards  the  rebels'  position,  said  to  be  about 
2i  miles  distant.  Picket-firing  commenced  at  the  head  of  the  column 
within  three-quarters  of  a  mile.    The  First  Brigade,  under  General 

*  To  appear  in  Atlas. 
9  B  B— VOL  V 
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Benham,  the  Tenth  Ohio  ahead,  led  the  colamn,  and  soon  reached 
a  camp  which  had  been  abandoned,  leaving  some  camp  equipage  and 
private  baggage,  which  gave  rise  to  the  impression  in  the  mind  of  the 
brigade  commander  that  the  enemy* were  in  fhll  retreat.  Satisfied 
however,  that  we  should  find  it  was  not  so,  I  directed  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Benham  to  move  forward  with  his  brigade  slowly  and  caatioosiy 
into  the  woods,  for  the  parpose  of  reconnoitering.  He  was  directed  to 
be  very  carefal  to  feel  the  enemy  closely,  but  not  to  engage  him  unless 
he  saw  an  evident  opening.  Orders  were  dispatch^  to  the  other 
brigades  to  follow.  The  Tenth  Ohio  followed  the  road  shown  on  the 
accompanying  plan.  The  Thirteenth  Ohio  closed  np  behind.  The 
Twelfth  Ohio,  as  soon  as  the  head  of  it  arrived  at  the  woods  at  the 
deserted  camp,  as  shown  on  the  accompanying  plan,  was  directed  to 
take  a  beaten  path  leading  to  the  left  of  the  road,  but  apparently 
nearly  parallel  to  it.  Twenty-five  minutes  after  the  column  left  the 
deserted  camp  terrific  volleys  of  musketry  and  the  roar  of  the  rebels' 
artillery  told  that  we  were  upon  them,  and  indicated  the  right  of  their 
position,  a  point  to  which  the  l^welfth  Ohio  wcks  directed  to  proceed. 

A  message  from  General  Benham  reached  me  at  the  deserted  camp, 
announced  that  an  engagement  had  commenced,  and  that  he  want^ 
help.  Having  the  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  with  him,  McMullin's  howitzer 
battery  and  two  rifled  cannon  were  sent  forward  to  the  head  of  the 
column,  and  he  was  informed  that  the  Twelfth  had  been  ordered  to  his 
lefti  on  the  right  of  the  rebels'  works.  Orders  were  dispatched  to 
hasten  the  coming  up  of  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades,  under  Colonels 
McGook  and  Scammon,  and  I  proceeded  to  the  h^d  of  the  column  to 
ascertain  the  position  of  the  First  Brigade  and  reconnoiter  the  rebels' 
works  more  closely.  Arrived  there,  I  found  the  Tenth  Ohio  and  the 
batteries  in  the  position  indicated  on  the  accompanying  plan,  the 
Thirteenth  and  a  portion  of  the  Twelfth  in  the  valley  in  the  rear  of  the 
posiiaon  marked  twenty-eighth  on  this  plan.  I  proceeded  into  the 
valley  to  examine  the  right  of  the  rebels'  position,  and  afterwards  to 
the  com  field,  in  the  rear  of  which  was  the  Tenth,  to  examine  that  por- 
tion of  the  reoels'  works  visible  from  that  point.  I  then  awaited  report 
of  a  reconnoitering  party  which  had  gone  through  the  woods  still  farther 
to  the  enemy's  left,  entirely  invisible  from  our  position.  Heavy  volleys 
of  musketry  and  tlie  discharge  of  artillery  soon  told  that  this  party  had 
made  its  appearance  in  fnmt  of  an  unknown  part  of  the  rebels'  position. 
Meanwhile  our  skirmishers  kept  up  a  well  directed  fire  along  the  whole 
of  the  enemy's  left,  while  Schneider's  rifled*  battery,  taking  a  more  ad- 
vantageous position,  and  McMullin's  howitzer  battery  continued  to 
play  on  the  rebels'  guns  at  the  battery  shown  on  the  plan. 

Meanwhile  Col.  W.  S.  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth,  and  Captain  Marge- 
dant,  acting  engineer,  reported  the  practicability  of  reaching  the  rebels' 
extreme  right,  if  not  turning  it.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  that 
Col.  W.  S.  Smith,  with  the  Thirteenth  Ohio  and  four  companies  of  the 
Twelfth,  re-enforced  by  the  Twenty-eighth  from  the  Second  Brigade,  and 
four  companies  of  the  Twenty-third  of  the  Third  Brigade,  which  had 
been  directed  by  Captain  Mar^edant  to  reconnoiter  the  rebels'  extreme 
right  and  had  reached  the  position  shown  on  the  plan,  to  make  the  at- 
tack on  that  point  Lieutenant-Colonel  Korff,  with  the  Tenth  and  a 
portion  of  the  Twelfth  which  had  become  detached  from  the  remainder 
and  passed  over  to  our  right,  was  directed  to  advance  to  the  right  of 
the  corn  field  to  attack  the  rebel  center  and  left.    (See  plan.) 

The  storming  column  of  eight  companies  of  the  Ninth  and  six  oom- 
panies  of  the  Forty-seventh  was  formed  in  the  position  shown  on  the 
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plan.  By  this  time  it  became  daak,  the  men  were  exhausted,  the  brush 
thick  and  tangled,  and  the  strength  and  condition  of  the  rebels,  as  well 
as  the  extent  of  their  works,  very  imperfectly  known.  At  tne  same 
time  came  a  leport  from  Ck)I.  W.  S.  Smith,  stating  that  it  wonld  be 
impossible  for  his  command  to  make  their  way  through  the  brush  and 
attack  from  the  position  which  they  occupied,  as  shown  on  the  plan, 
owing  to  the  darkness ;  a  like  report  came  to  me  from  Uentenant-Golonel 
Sondershoff,  commanding  the  29inth,  who^  while  avowing  himself  ready 
to  obey  orders,  stated  that  he  did  not  believe  the  men  in  their  present 
state  oi  exhaustion  wonld  be  able  to  make  the  assault 

Under  these  circumstances  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  withdraw  our 
forces  from  the  woods  to  the  open  fields  in  rear  of  the  intrenched  camp. 
(See  bottom  of  the  plan.)  To  cover  this  withdrawal,  the  batteries 
which  had  discontinued  firing  were  ordered  into  position,  and  directed, 
in  a  tone  of  voice  intended  to  be  heard  by  the  enemy,  to  give  them 
"Hail  Columbia,''  and  with  the  same  intention  the  Ninth  wcks  called  for 
and  ordered  to  ambush  them  well.  The  regimental  commanders  were 
then  ordered  to  lead  their  men  quietly  out  by  the  flank,  while  the  Ninth 
and  the  Third  Brigade,  including  Mack's  battery,  were  directed  from 
their  position,  as  shown  in  the  plan,  to  dispose  themselves  to  cover  the 
movement  and  prevent  the  mischief  which  might  have  been  done  by 
a  vigorous  sortie.  Captain  Hartsufi^  directed  the  columns  as  they  witii- 
drew  through  the  narrow  roads  and  amidst  the  darkness  and  separated 
the  commands  in  the  fields  in  rear  of  the  Third  Brigade ;  after  which, 
an  my  staff  being  worn-out,  I  arranged  die  troops  in  order  of  battle  on 
gronnd  still  fisffther  to  the  rear,  looked  after  the  train  wltich  remained  at 
the  point  of  our  halt,  and  at  2  o'clock  retired  to  an  oat  loft  to  sleep, 
leaving  Colonel  Ewing  in  command  of  the  advanced  guard  posted  inthe 
woods. 

The  wounded  were  conveyed  to  a  bam  and  house  immediately  in 
rear  of  the  troops,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  who  fell  near  the  rebels' 
works  and  were  not  found  till  the  next  dav-  More  exhausted  troops 
1  never  saw  than  ours.  Early  the  next  morning  one  of  our  sentries 
broaght  a  runaway  negro,  who  reported  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
their  camp  during  the  night,  crossed  the  Gauley,  and  destroyed  their 
boats.  I  ordered  Colonel  Ewiug  with  his  troops  to  verify  the  truth  of 
the  statement,  which  he  soon  did,  returning  with  a  stand  of  colors. 
Having  taken  possession  of  the  camp  and  a  few  sick  prisoners,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  extremity  of  the  camp,  and  saw  that  the  ferry  was  gone, 
foot-bridge  destroyed,  and  the  enemy's  column  out  of  sight,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  wagons.  The  Gauley  here  runs  through  a  deep  gorge, 
a  continuous  fall  for  12  or  15  miles,  with  here  and  there  a  small  pool. 
The  descent  to  the  ferry  from  this  side  is  by  a  narrow  wagon  track, 
winding  around  a  rocky  hill-side.  The  ascent  fh>m  the  other  side  is  by 
a  road  passing  up  the  Meadow  Biver,  which  is  in  a  deep  rocky  gorge, 
^e  bottom  being  little  wider  than  the  bed  of  the  river  and  the  side 
ascending  precipitously  to  the  height  of  nearly  300  feet  For  2  miles 
the  road  gradually  ascends  until  it  reaches  the  top  of  the  hill,  when  the 
country  tecomes  high,  rolling,  and  partially  cultivated. 

Finding  we  had  no  means  whatever  of  crossing  the  ferry,  which  is 
here  370  feet  wide,  pursuit  was  impossible,  though  much  desired.  The 
rebels,  aware  of  this,  left  a  bod^'  of  skirmishers  to  occupy  the  cliffs  along 
Meadow  Biver  down  to  the  ferry  to  prevent  small  parties  fh>m  crossing. 
Orders  were  therefore  given  to  go  into  camp,  that  the  troops  might 
lest.  Camp  Gauley,  the  captured  camp,  was  occupied,  and  the  captured 
property  taken  care  of,  a  return  of  which  is  herewith  inclosed.    Orders 
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were  given  to  Colonel  McCook  to  drive  the  rebels  from  the  other  side 
of  the  river,  take  possession  of  the  heights  with  two  or  three  companies, 
and  Brigadier-General  Benham  was  directed  to  repair  the  roads  and 
ferry.  General  Cox  had  been  instracted,  on  hearing  the  fire  of  oar  can- 
non, to  operate  a  diversion  with  all  his  disposable  troops  in  this  direc- 
tion. In  expectation  that  our  cannon  wonld  be  heard,  it  was  anticipated 
that  he  would  open  communication  vrith  us  at  least  by  the  evening  of 
the  11th,  when,  not  hearing  from  him,  messengers  were  dispatched 
towards  Ganley,  bat  had  such  difficulty  in  passing  his  pickets  that  it 
was  not  nntil  the  morning  of  the  12th  that  the  defeat  of  Floyd  and  his 
escape  from  us  reached  him.  Dispatches  directed  him  to  advance  with 
all  hia  available  force  on  the  Lewisborg  road,  but  cautiously,  until  he 
should  find  whether  the  rebels  were  in  retreat  or  in  force. 

Papers  found  in  camp  showed  that  Floyd's  force  consisted  of  at  least 
five  regiments,  two  batteries,  and  a  battalion  of  cavalry,  and  that  a 
Georgia  and  a  North  Carolina  regiment  were  waiting  him  on  the  Lewis- 
burg  road,  and  had  expected  to  join  him  within  a  day.  Wise's  force 
not  having  been  put  at  less  than  2,000, 1  feared  they  might  fall  on  and 
crush  Cox  before  we  could  cross.  I  was  speedily  relieved  from  these 
fears  by  a  report  from  him  from  the  mouth  of  Sunday  road,  saying  that 
the  rebels  were  in  full  retreat,  and  he  had  been  within  two  hours  of 
their  rear  guard.  By  this  time  one  of  the  small  ferry-boats  had  been 
got  up,  and  Colonel  McCook's  brigade  was  i>assed  over  to  re-enforce 
Cox ;  since  which  you  have  been  advised  of  our  movements  by  telegraph. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  patience. 
perseverance,  and  indomitable  energy  of  the  troops,  both  officers  and 
men,  under  my  command  in  this  column,  most  of  whom  had  been  in 
motion  over  rugged  mountains  and  rough  roads  for  the  last  two  months, 
sleeping  in  heavy  dews  and  cold  rains,  not  unfr^uently  without  tents, 
and  several  of  whom  had  averaged  20  miles  a  day  for  the  last  two 
weeks  previous  to  the  commencement  of  this  march.  That  on  the  day 
of  battle  they  should  have  marched  17j}  miles  and  then  fought  a  battle 
of  three  hours,  struggling  through  dense  forests  covered  with  under- 
growth,  is  a  most  convincing  proof  of  these  virtues,  which  I  doubt  not 
will  excite  the  admiration  of  the  Commauder-in-Chiefr 

I  beg  leave  also  to  signalize  Col.  W.  H.  Lytic  for  the  gallantry  with 
which  he  led  his  troops  into  action ;  Col.  W.  S.  Smith  for  the  gre;it 
energy  and  X3erseverance  with  which  he  pushed  the  reconnaissance  on 
the  enemy's  left  and  for  his  coolness  and  courage  in  leading  his  column 
to  the  attack,  and  Capt.  G.  L.  Hartsufi',  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
who,  by  his  presence  at  the  head  of  the  column  and  the  energy  ana 
promptitude  with  which  he  directed  messengers  and  conveyed  orders, 
as  well  as  the  good  judgment  evinced  in  giving  directions  during  my 
absence  while  I  was  reconuoiteriug  and  in  separating  and  placing  the 
troops  as  they  emerged  from  the  woods,  deserves  especial  mention. 

For  details  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  Benham, 
First  Brigade ;  Col.  B.  L.  McCook,  Second  Brigade ;  Col.  £.  P.  Scam- 
mon,  Third  Brigade ;  to  which,  respectively,  are  appended  the  lists  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  16  killed  and 
100  wounded.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  U.  8.  Army, 

Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND,  Adjutant  General^  Washington^  2>.  C. 

*  See  report  No.  14,  p.  146. 
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No.  2. 

Beport  of  Brig,  Oen,  Henry  W.  Benham^  U.  8,  Armyj  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Heabquartebs  FntsT  Brigade,  A.  O.  W.  Ya., 

Camp  8coU^  September  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  foUows  in  relation  to  the  opera- 
tion of  my  brigade  in  the  battle  at  tiie  rebel  intreuchmenta  at  Camifix 
Feny  on  the  10th  instant 

As  previously  stated  to  yon,  the  head  of  my  brigade  started  from  tfan 
camp,  8  miles  north  of  Sammersville,  at  about  4  a.  m.,  reaching  that 
place  before  8  a.  m.  in  good  order,  and  with  the  men  eager  for  the  con- 
tinoance  of  the  march  toward  the  enemy,  who  we  there  ascertained 
were  well  intrenched  and  determined  to  resist  us  near  Camifix  Ferry. 
After  a  halt  of  nearly  two  hours  about  1  mile  short  of  the  Cross- 
Lanes,  we  moved  rapidly  forward  toward  the  position  of  the  enemy, 
until  our  arrival  at  the  site  of  this  camp,  about  1  mile  from  their 
intienchments,  a  little  past  2  o'clock,  when,  after  a  reconnaissance  by 
yon,  myself  accompanying  you,  I  was  authorized  to  move  forward  with 
my  brigade,  using  my  best  discretion  in  the  case.  Upon  receiving  this 
order,  and  with  the  mass  of  my  brigade  well  closed  up,  which  had  been 
accomplished  during  our  reconnaissance,  I  moved  carefully  forward,  with 
the  Tenth  Ohio  Eegiment  leading,  having  our  skirmishers  well  ahead 
and  at  the  flanks  for  nearly  tiiree-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  we  discovered 
through  the  opening  of  the  woods  on  our  left  their  intrenchments  in  an 
open  space  beyond  a  deep  and  steep  valley  and  crowning  the  crest  of 
the  opposite  hUl. 

Having  no  engineer  officer  with  my  brigade,  and  no  other  that  I  knew 
of  to  replace  one,  I  kept  with  the  head  of  the  regiment  to  avoid  ambus- 
cade and  to  judge  myself  of  their  position  and  arrangements.  After 
advancing  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  to  the  end  of  the  woods  I  halted 
the  command,  and  could  perceive  that  a  heavy  cross-fire  had  been  pre- 
pared for  us  at  the  open  space  at  the  debouch  from  the  woods,  and  I  at 
once  forbid  the  advance  of  the  regiment  beyond  this  point.  Within 
some  five  minutes  after  this  time  (nearly  3.30  o'clock),  while  carefully 
examining  the  eanhworks  on  the  road  in  front  and  their  log  breast- 
works on  our  left,  a  tremendous  fire  of  musketry  was  opened  on  us, 
which  in  a  few  minutes  was  followed  by  a  discharge  of  grape  and  spelter- 
canister  from  a  battery  of  some  six  pieces  of  artillery.  This  caused  a 
break  in  the  line  for  a  few  minutes,  though  for  a  few  minutes  only,  for 
the  men  immediately  returned  to  the  ranks  under  the  lead  of  their  offi- 
cers to  their  former  position,  where  I  retained  them,  as  I  was  certain 
that  the  fire  at  us  through  tlie  close  woods  was  without  direct  aim,  and 
because  they  were  needed  for  the  protection  of  our  artillery,  which  I 
immediately  ordered  up.  The  two  rified  guns  of  Captain  Schneider,  and 
Captain  McMulUn,  with  his  four  mountain  howitzers,  immediately  fol- 
lowed, throwing  their  shells  well  into  their  intrenchments  on  our  left 
with  excellent  e£fect. 

A  farther  examination  of  their  position  convinced  me  that  their  weak 
part  and  our  true  point  of  attack  was  on  the  right  fiank  across  the  deep 
valley  from  our  position,  upon  which  orders  were  immediately  sent  to 
Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth  Begiment,  and  to  Colonel  Lowe,  of  the 
Twelfth  Begiment,  to  advance  and  pass  the  valley  on  our  left,  under 
cover  of  the  woods,  to  that  attack.  Neither  of  these  regiments  was  to 
be  found  in  their  proper  position  on  the  ro<ad  in  my  rear  as  I  had  ex- 
pected, though  after  a  short  time  Colonel  Smith  was  met  with  on  our 
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right,  where  he  had  been  drawn  into  the  woods  by  the  belief;  firom  the 
sound  of  the  firing,  that  the  attack  was  upon  our  right  Upon  receipt 
of  my  order,  however,  Colonel  Smith  moved  rapidly  across  the  main 
roiul  down  the  ravine  valley  on  our  left,  where  he  fortunately  struck 
upon  the  most  advantageous  route,  and  thence  he  moved  up  the  oppo- 
site hill,  entirely  past  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy.  But  cm  I  had  been 
unable  to  find  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  to  send  to  his  support  (though  I 
have  since  learned  that  three  companies  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  White 
had  joined  him),  his  movement  became  principally  a  reconnaissance,  from 
which  he  soon  after  returned,  reporting  to  me  his  opinion  of  the  entire 
practicability  of  a  successful  attack  upon  the  rebel  intrenchments  at 
that  point,  he  having  entirely  passed  by  the  breastwork  on  the  right, 
approaching  within  about  one  Ixundred  yards  of  their  lines,  pouring  a 
fire  into  them  which  it  is  since  satisfactorily  ascertained  cleared  that 
part  of  that  breastwork  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  was  still  unable  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  Twelfth  Begi- 
ment,  which  it  has  been  reported  to  me  had  been  ordered  into  the  woods 
by  the  commanding  general^  I  sent  one  of  my  staff  to  Colonel  McCook, 
commanding  the  Second  Bngade,  to  ask  him  to  aid  the  Thirteenth  in 
this  attack  with  his  Ninth  Eegiment,  to  which  request  a  reply  was 
returned  to  me  that  there  were  other  orders  fh)m  the  commanding 
general,  as  stated  to  my  aide  by  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Captain 
Hartsuff.  In  this  state  of  affairs  I  could  only  hold  my  position  in  front 
with  the  Tenth  Regiment  protecting  the  artillery,  which  was  endeavor- 
ing to  silence  the  cannon  of  the  enemy,  which  was  to  a  considerable 
extent  accomplished  after  the  first  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  their  guns 
being  removed  to  other  positions,  as  was  then  done  also  with  one-half  of 
Schneider's  and  McMullin's  pieces,  to  enfilade  the  crest  of  the  hill  &om 
the  edge  of  the  woods  on  our  right,  which  gave  a  fair  view  of  their 
battery  at  some  380  yards'  distance. 

At  about  this  time,  or  one  hour  after  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
Colonel  Lytic,  of  the  Tenth,  though  not  ordered  by  me,  and  while  I  was 
still  endeavoring  to  obtain  troops  for  the  attack  from  our  left,  made  a 
very  gallant  attempt  to  approach  their  battery  through  the  cleared 
space  in  front  of  it  with  a  portion  of  his  command,  which  of  course 
failed  from  the  smallness  of  his  force  in  that  exposed  situation,  be  him- 
self being  severely  wounded  and  compelled  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of 
several  of  his  men  killed  and  wouuded. 

Colonel  Lowe,  of  the  Twelfth,  also  at  a  subsequent  period  made  a 
similar  attempt,  and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  without  orders,  in  which,  I 
regret  to  say,  he  fell,  being  instantly  killed  by  a  discharge  of  ccmister 
fr'om  the  enemy. 

The  above  comprises  the  sum  of  the  action  of  the  i)ortion  of  my  bri- 
gade that  was  with  me  until  you  arrived  on  the  field  and  assumed  the 
direction  of  affairs ;  some  time  after  which  arrival  you  also  arranged  for 
and  directed  this  attack  upon  their  right  with  Colonel  Smith's  regiment 
and  a  part  of  the  Twelfth  and  the  Forty-seventh^  Colonel  Moor.  This 
attack,  as  having  been  directed  by  myself,  you  will  recollect,  I  offered 
to  lea(l  upon  the  enemy,  recommending  at  the  same  time  a  simultane- 
ous demonstration  or  attack  by  the  I^inth  and  Twelfth  Regiments  under 
cover  of  the  woodd  from  our  right.  The  command  moved  forward,  how- 
ever, under  direction  of  Colonel  Smith,  but  from  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
it  wiis  compelled  to  return  without  attempting  anything,  and  the  late- 
ness of  the  hour  then  seemed  to  forbid  further  operations  for  the  day. 

There  remains  now  but  the  grateifuldutyof  acknowledging  the  valuable 
services  of  the  different  commanders  and  other  officers  as  far  as  known  to 
me  in  this  brigade,  provisionally  assigned  to  me  within  the  past  week  only. 
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The  personal  gallantry  and  chivalroiiB  daring  of  Colonel  Lytle  are 
attested  by  his  wound  and  the  exposed  position  in  which  he  received  it ; 
and  the  soldierly  conduct  and  bravery  of  his  lieatenant-colonel  (Korff) 
and  his  major  (Barke)  I  myself  personally  i^itnessed  many  times  during 
the  action. 

In  Col.  W.  S.  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth  Ohio  Begiment,  I  have  found 
one  of  the  most  v^uable  and  efficient  officers  I  have  ever  known.  His 
great  intelligence,  knowledge  of  his  profession,  skill  and  caution,  cool- 
ness and  excellent  judgment  on  all  occasions,  both  previous  to  and 
during  the  action,  merit  my  highest  praise.  His  lieutenant-colonel 
(Mason),  wounded  during  the  attack  upon  their  right  flank,  I  saw 
bravely  ready  to  guide  the  way  to  the  second  attack,  and  the  major 
(Hawkins^,  botli  in  this  action  and  on  all  other  occasions  since  my  con- 
nection with  this  renment,  hsks  shown  himself  a  most  courageous  and 
valaable  officer;  and  lieutenant-Colonel  White,  of  the  Twelfth,  I  found 
daring  the  action  earnestly  seeking  the  oppibrtunity  to  advance  against 
the  lines  of  the  enemy,  which  he  soon  found  in  joining  Colonel  Smitii 
with  his  three  companies  of  the  Thirteenth,  where  he  rendered  most 
efficient  service. 

Of  Captain  Schneider,  commanding  the  two  rifled  pieces  of  the 
Thirteenth  Ohio  Begiment,  and  of  Captain  McMulliu,  commanding  the 
mountain-howitzer  battery,  I  can  speak  in  the  highest  terms  for  their 
courage  and  soldierly  skill  in  the  conduct  of  their  batteries,  which  re- 
peatedly silenced  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy  and'  forced  it  to 
change  positions. 

And  of  my  stafT  officers,  but  recently  connects  with  me  on  such 
duty,  I  have  the  most  satisfactory  report  to  make.  Lieut.  James  O. 
Stanage,  Thirteenth  Ohio,  as  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  has 
constantly  rendered  most  valuable  services  in  the  performance  of  his 
proper  duties,  and,  together  with  my  aide,  Lieut.  8.  B.  Warren,  Twenty- 
thind  Ohio,  were  constantly  by  my  side  through  the  hottest  of  the  fire, 
while  not  bearing  orders  to  the  different  parts  of  the  fleld;  and  Mr.  W. 
L.  Mallory,  the  acting  commissary  and  quartermaster  of  the  brigade, 
rendered  during  the  early  part  of  the  day  most  valuable  service  in 
arranging  the  advance  of  the  column,  and  in  accompanying  the  skir- 
mishers, a  duty  fully  as  exposed  and  dangerous  as  that  upon  this  battle- 
field. In  coming  upon  the  flrst  deserted  camp  of  the  enemy,  some  half 
a  mile  short  of  the  battle-field,  I  regretted  to  have  to  leave  him  in 
charge  of  the  property  captured  there,  by  which  during  the  action  I 
lost  his  services,  which  from  my  knowledge  of  him  I  know  would  have 
been  most  usefiil  to  me. 

The  cavalry  companies  of  Captains  West  and  Gilmore,  being  held  in 
reserve  for  emergencies,  were  thus  prevented  from  having  their  share 
in  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  Colonel  Smith, 
Thirteenth  Ohio;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Korff,*  now  commanding  Tenth 
Ohio;  Lieutenant-Colonel  White,  now  commanding  Twdfth  Ohio  Begi- 
ment, and  of  Captain  McMullin,*  of  the  howitzer  battery,  the  reports 
of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  each  command  having  been  previously 
forwarded.! 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BEiraAM, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  First  Brigade  0.  V.  M. 

Capt.  Geobge  L.  Habtsufp,  Assista/nt  Adjutant-General, 

*  Not  foaod.  tEmbodied  in  report  No.  14|  p.  146. 
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No.  3. 

Rq^  of  Col  William  H.  LytUj  Tenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Montgomery  Begimbnt,  Tenth  O.  V., 

Camp  Scottj  Camifix  Ferry,  September  11, 1861, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  your  orders,  I 
proceeded  with  my  command  on  yesterday,  September  10,  at  3  o^clock, 
to  recounoiter  the  position  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  in  force  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Gauley  Eiver,  yourself  accompanying  and  directing 
the  advance  with  me.  Our  road  led  uphill  through  a  densely- timbered 
forest,  and  as  1  advanced  I  then  sent  out  flanking  parties  to  the  right 
and  left  and  skirmishers  in  advance  of  my  column.  After  passing 
through  the  woods  for  half  a  mile  our  skirmishers  were  suddenly  en- 
gaged in  front,  and  I  pushed  on  to  their  relief  until  I  reached  a  cleared 
space  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  where  for  the  first  time  the  enemy  camo 
in  view,  posted  in  force  behind  an  extensive  earthwork,  with  twelve 
guns  in  position,  sweeping  the  road  for  over  a  mile.  A  ravine  sepa- 
rated the  hill  by  which  we  approached  from  the  right  of  the  breast- 
works of  the  enemy,  which  were  composed  of  logs  and  fence  rails  and 
extended  for  over  a  mile  to  the  right  and  left  of  their  intrenchmeuts, 
affording  secure  protection  to  their  infantry  and  riflemen. 

When  the  .heskd  of  my  column  reached  a  point  opposite  the  right 
center  of  their  earthworks  their  entire  battery  opened  on  us  with  grape 
and  canister  with  almost  paralyzing  efiect,  my  men  falling  around  me 
in  great  numbers.  I  ordered  the  colors  to  the  front  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  assault  on  their  battery,  perceiving  which,  the  entire  fire  of 
the  enemy  was  directed  towards  us.  The  men  rallied  gallantly  on  the 
hill-side  under  withering  volleys  of  grape  and  canister  with  small-arms, 
and  a  part  of  three  companies,  A,  E,  and  D,  actually  moved  up  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  intrench  men  ts,  and  for  some  time  maintained  a  most 
unequal  contest.  Both  my  color-bearers  wei^  struck  down.  The  bearer 
of  the  State  color.  Sergeant  Fitzgibbons,  hfid  the  staff  shot  away  and 
his  hand  shattered,  and  in  a  few  moments  afterwards  was  shattered  in 
both  thighs  while  waving  his  colors  on  the  broken  staff.  The  bearer  of 
the  national  color.  Sergeant  O'Connor,  at  the  same  time  was  struck 
down  by  some  missile,  but  recovered  himself  in  a  short  time,  and  kept 
waving  his  color  in  front  of  the  enemy's  lines. 

About  this  time  I  received  a  wound  in  the  leg,  the  ball  passing  through 
and  killing  my  horse.  Perceiving  the  fearful  odds  against  us,  I  directed 
the  men  to  place  themselves  under  cover.  A  portion  rallied  behind  two 
log  houses  in  front  of  the  battery  and  kept  up  a  spirited  fire  for  at  least 
one  hour  before  any  other  regiment  cu'tae  into  action,  and  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  right  wing,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Korff,  resumed  in  good  onler  its  position  under  cover  of  a  com  field  in 
front  of  the  right  of  the  battery,  from  which  position,  having  been  soon 
after  supported  by  artillery,  a  steady  fire  was  maintained  against  the 
enemy  until  night,  after  which  Companies  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  and  a  great 
portion  of  D  and  E,  by  order  of  General  Rosecnms,  remained  on  the 
ground  during  the  nigjit,  throwing  out  their  pickets,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Koi'ff. 

While  the  right  wing  of  the  regiment  under  my  command  engaged 
the  enemy  on  their  center,  a  portion  of  the  left  wing,  consisting  of 
Companies  T,  F,  K,  and  C,  under  command  of  Major  I3urke,  pushed 
through  the  woods  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  assailed  the  stockades  of 
the  enemy's  infantry,  a  deep  ravine  inter>'ening.    This  portion  of  the 
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command  held  its  position,  in  face  of  a  terrific  fire,  until  every  round  of 
ammunition  was  expended  and  the  companies  relieved  by  ai};illery, 
when  it  rejoined  the  right  wing,  already  in  position  in  fhmt  of  the 
enemy's  battery,  the  men  dragging  our  gans  through  the  woods  in  tiieir 
progress  and  helping  to  place  them  in  position. 

For  men  for  the  first  time  under  fire  the  conduct  of  the  regiment 
was  highly  creditable.  Having  been  disabled  in  the  early  part  of  the 
action  I  was  necessarily  separated  from  a  greater  portion  of  the  com- 
mand, but  among  those  who  came  under  my  own  notice  I  would  espe- 
cially mention  Gapt.  S.  J.  McGroarty,  commanding  the  color  company ; 
Lieut.  Jno.  S.  Mulroy,  Company  D ;  Lieutenant  Fanning,  Company  A. 
Both  Lieutenant  Fanning  and  Captain  McGroarty  were  severely 
wounded,  the  latter  while  rallying  hiis  men  around  his  colors  and  the 
former  in  leading  his  men  to  the  attack.  Captains  Steele  and  Tiemon 
are  also  worthy  of  special  mention  for  their  gallantry.  I  would  also 
mention  the  name  of  Corporal  Sullivan,  Company  E,  who  in  the  midst 
of  a  galling  fire  went  across  the  fh)nt  of  the  enemy's  batteries  and 
retomed  with  water  for  the  wounded. 

Of  the  i>ortion  of  the  regiment  under  Major  Burke  that  officer  makes 
highly  honorable  mention  of  the  names  of  Captain  Ward,  Company  I ; 
Captain  Bobinson,  Company  K;  Captain  Hudson  and  Lieutenant 
Hickey,  Company  C;  Captain  Moore,  Company  D;  Sergeant-Major 
Knox,  for  their  gallantry  and  intrepidity  under  a  most  destructive  fire, 
and  also  of  the  chaplain,  Eev.  W.  T.  O'Higgins,  who  remained  on  the 
field  during  the  action  in  performance  of  his  sacred  duties. 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  command.* 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  LYTLB, 
Colonsl  Tenth  Ohio  Begimentj  U,  S.  V,  L 

Brigadier-General  Bexham,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  First  Brigade. 


No.  4. 
Beport  of  Lieut  Col.  Carr  B.  White,  Twelfth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Camp  Scott,  Va.,  September  11,  1861. 

Sm :  On  the  10th  instant,  2  miles  from  the  enemy's  intrenchments 
at  Camifix-  Ferry,  Va.,  the  Twelfth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteers  were 
detached  from  the  column  of  advance,  by  order  of  General  Eosecrans, 
to  skirmish  the  wood  to  the  left  of  the  road,  and  after  completing  the 
work  and  returning  to  the  road  the  regiment  had  not  advanced  more 
than  half  a  mile  when  the  firing  from  the  advance  on  the  enemy's  lines 
commenced.  The  regiment  moved  at  a  double-quick  to  the  enemy's 
encampment  in  a  field  on  the  left,  where  General  Eosecrans'  staff  were 
stationed,  when  it  was  diverted  to  the  left  from  the  main  road  through 
the  field  and  wood  in  direction  of  the  enemy's  fire.  Advancing  some 
200  yards,  it  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  facing  by  the  rear  rank,  with 
the  order  from  the  assistant  adjutant- general  (George  L.  Hartsuff)  to 
draw  on  the  fire,  close  in,  and  charge  the  enemy's  lines.  The  under- 
brash  was  so  thick  it  was  impossible  to  maintain  a  line,  and  it  being  im- 

*  Embodied  in  report  No.  14,  p.  146. 
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possible  to  commanicate  with  Ool.  J.  W.  Lowe,  the  left  wing  was 
pushed  forward  to  the  enemy's  right  and  the  attack  there  made — the 
Thirteenth  Begiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  under  Ool.  W.  S.  Smith,  to  our 
left,  and  the  artillery  to  our  right,  f'inding  but  little  effect  could  be 
made  on  the  enemy  firomthis  position,  A^'utant  Pauly  was  sent  to  you 
to  notify  you  of  our  position  and  subject  to  your  order.  Afterwards  I 
reported  to  you  in  person  for  orders^  in  the  mean  time  keeping  up  a  fire 
on  the  enemy  when  he  discovered  himself  above  the  breastworks.  Still 
later  Acyutant  Pauly  reported  to  you  for  orders,  when  we  were  attached 
to  the  Thirteenth  and  Twenty-eighth  Begiments,  under  Oolonels  Smith 
and  Moor,  to  attack  the  enemy  on  his  extreme  right,  of  which  move- 
ment Oolonel  SmiUi  will  report.  The  movements  and  operations  of  the 
right  wing  will  be  reported  to  you  by  senior  Oapt  J.  D.  Wallace,  who 
assumed  command  after  Ool.  J.  W.  Lowe  was  killed. 
Bespectfully  submitted* 

0.  B.  WHITE, 
Lieutenant-OoUmelj  Commanding  Twelfth  Begiment  Ohio  YoU. 

Brigadier-General  Benham. 


No.  5. 
Report  of  Capt.  James  D.  Wallace^  Twelfth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Oamp  Scott,  September  13, 186L 

Sib  :  On  the  10th  instant  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Begiment,  commanded 
by  Ool.  J.  W.  Lowe,  advanced  through  an  old  encampment  on  its  way  to 
the  battlefield  at  this  point.  An  onier  was  given  by  Oaptain  Hartsufi', 
of  General  Bosecrans'  staff,  to  advance  through  the  woods  towards  the 
enemy's  fire.  The  right  wing  of  the  regiment,  viz,  Oompanies  A,  F,  K, 
and  £,  advanced  through  the  woods,  under  the  commainl  of  Oolonel 
Lowe,  towards  the  enemy's  fire,  and  in  front  of  one  of  his  batteries  we 
crossed  the  fence  of  a  corn  field,  entered  the  field,  and  were  ordered  by 
Oolonel  Lowe  to  dei)loy  to  the  right,  and  advance  through  the  field 
towards  some  houses.  The  order  was  obeyed.  Oolonel  Lowe  had  ad- 
vanced but  a  few  stops  when  he  was  killed. 

Up  to  this  time  I  received  all  orders  from  Oolonel  Lowe.  After  his 
deaUi  I  took  command  of  the  right  wing,  and  advanced  towards  the 
enemy's  breastworks.  I  sheltered  the  men  in  the  best  manner  I  could. 
I  sent  Lieutenant  Fisher,  of  Oompany  A,  to  General  Bosecrans  for 
orders.  I  wa«  directed  through  the  general's  order  to  ad^'^nce  to  the 
right  and  front  of  the  enemy's  breastworks.  I  obeyed  the  order, 
crossed  a  by-road,  and  halted  within  easy  musket-shot  of  their  works 
at  the  edge  of  tbe  woods.  I  directed  the  fire  of  the  rifles  at  the  enemy 
wherever  he  exposed  himself.  Discovering  our  fire  was  ineffectual,  as 
the  enemy  sheltered  behind  their  works,  I  ordered  the  fire  to  cease, 
and  sheltered  the  men  in  the  woods  from  the  enemy's  fire.  I  again 
sent  for  orders,  and  received  through  our  adjutant.  Lieutenant  Pauly, 
an  order  from  the  commanding  general  to  advance  farther  to  the  right 
My  command  passed  through  the  woods,  crossed  a  hollow,  and  ascended 
to  the  right  of  the  enemy's  fiag-staff,  passing  through  a  tnick  growth  of 
underbrush  until  we  arrived  near  the  top  of  the  hiU,  and  distant  about 
50  feet  from  their  breastworks,  when  the  enemy  delivered  a  severe  fli^ 
at  the  same  time  screening  themselves  behind  the  breastworks.    The 
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mea  lay  flat  on  the  ground.  Being  unsupported,  and  finding  I  could 
effect  nothing  there  (the  enemy  having  fired  a  second  volley  at  us),  I 
withdrew  the  men,  and  formed  them  under  the  hill,  at  which  place  I 
received  an  order  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  White  to  join  the  left  wing 
of  the  regiment  under  his  command.  I  obeyed  the  order,  and  advanced 
to  the  main  road  below  our  batteries,  where  I  was  ordei'ed  by  one  of 
yonr  staff  to  halt  my  command  on  the  side  of  the  road  to  await  further 
orders,  which  I  did.  I  did  not  see  tlie  left  wing  of  the  regiment  until 
evening,  nor  do  I  personally  know  how  or  why  the  regiment  was  sepa- 
rated. 
BespectfuUy  submitted. 

J.  D.  WALLACE, 
Captain^  Commanding  Company  Aj  Twelfth  Regiment. 

Brigadier-General  Benham. 


No.  6. 
Bq^H  of  Col  WilUam  8.  amith^  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hbadqttabtebs  Thibtbenth  Beo^t  O.  Y.  Infantry, 

Camp  ScoUj  Va.,  September  11, 1861. 

8m:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  action  near  Carni£c  Ferry  yesterday : 

At  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  10th  instant,  a  general  halt  of  the 
whole  column  having  been  ordered  at  a  point  about  2}  miles  distant 
from  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  my  regiment  was  ordered  by  General 
Benham  to  form  in  line  of  battle  behind  the  crest  of  a  hill  on  the  right 
flank  of  tiie  i)osition  then  being  occupied  by  the  Second  and  Third 
Brigades,  it  having  appeared  that  they  were  about  to  be  attacked.  My 
line  was  just  deployed  when  I  received  an  order  from  General  Bose- 
crans  to  move  forward,  which  I  did,  taking  my  place  in  line  according 
to  our  previous  order  of  march,  the  Tenth  Ohio.  McMuUin's  battery, 
my  own  section  of  two  rifled  cannon,  and  yourself,  with  Gilmore's  ana 
West's  cavalry,  leading  in  their  order.  We  closed  upon  the  head  of  the 
colamn,  and  marched  thus  until  we  had  reached  a  point  within  two- 
thirds  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  position,  when  I  was  again  halted  by  an 
order  from  the  rear. 

We  remained  halted  in  this  position  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  until 
the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  head  of  our  column.  I  was  then  or- 
dered to  move  forward,  which  I  did,  until  I  was  induced  by  the  heavy 
firing  apparently  on  our  right  to  move  in  that  direction  with  my  regi- 
ment undl  my  line  was  fairly  deployed,  when  I  received  an  order  from 
General  Benham  to  move  forward  to  the  left.  My  regiment  was  then 
moved  forward  by  the  left  flank  down  the  ravine  to  our  left  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  enemy's  front,  then  up  the  right-hand  slope 
until  I  saw  the  works  of  the  enemy  from  my  position  at  the  head  of  my 
regiment 

I  then  moved  to  the  left  along  the  skirt  of  the  woods  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  line,  and  about  200  yards  from  it,  until  I  reached  his  extreme 
right  flank,  moving  all  the  while  behind  the  summit  of  the  hill  which 
sheltered  it  from  his  fire.  The  enemy's  line  from  his  battery  at  the 
center  to  the  right  flank  was  completely  revealed  to  us  during  this 
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flank  movement  nnder  cover.  When  we  reached  the  enemy's  extreme 
right  we  received  his  fire  from  behind  the  breastwork  of  logs  and  rails, 
distant  now  aboat  100  yards.  The  order  was  immediately  given  to  my 
regiment  to  fall  down  and  creep  np  to  the  crest  of  the  hill,  where  we 
opened  fire  and  maintained  it  briskly,  driving  the  enemy  in  ni)on  his 
center.  Having  been  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance,  not  an  attack, 
we  ceased  firing,  and  lay  in  our  position  to  await  further  orders,  send- 
ing Lieutenant-Colonel  Mason  to  report  the  result  of  our  reconnaissance 
to  Generals  Benham  and  Eosecrans.  I  have  since  learned  through  a 
prisoner  taken  by  us  that  our  fire  cleared  the  enemy  from  his  works  on 
the  right  and  drove  him  in  on  his  center. 

After  waiting  as  I  supposed  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  and  fearing 
that  Colonel  Mason  had  lost  his  way  in  the  thick  underbrush,  I  drew 
down  my  eight  companies  into  the  ravine  and  back  into  the  main  road, 
and  then  went  in  person  to  report  to  Generals  Benham  and  Rosecrans. 
This  I  did,  and  requested  that  a  brigadier  might  lead  us  to  an  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  extreme  right.  A  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  Ohio,  eight  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Ohio,  three  of  the 
Twenty  third  Ohio,  and  two  of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  Begiments,  was  ex- 
temporized by  General  Bosecrans,  and  I  was  placed  in  command  and 
ordered  to  cany  the  works  on  the  right  by  assault.  I  formed  the  com- 
mand as  above  constituted  in  the  ravine,  and  was  then  ordered  by  Gen- 
eral Bosecrans  to  halt  ahd  await  further  orders.  We  remained  in  this 
position  for  about  one  hour,  when  General  Rosecrans  ordered  me  to  move 
forward  to  the  attack.  I  reached  the  head  of  my  column  and  started 
just  at  dusk.  Before  we  could  march  down  the  ravine  through  which 
we  had  passed  before  and  countermarched  up  the  right-hand  slope,  so  as 
to  draw  out  my  line  on  the  flank  and  in  front  of  a  portion  of  the  enemy^s 
line,  it  became  so  dark  and  the  men  so  weary,  having  marched  from  3 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  ascend  to  their 
line.  The  ground  was  covered  with  rocks  and  a  dense  undergrowth  of 
laurel,  and  Colonel  Moor  reported  that  it  would  take  until  2  o'clock  in 
the  morning  to  get  two  companies  of  his  regiment  up. 

I  then  oi^ered  the  whole  column  to  face  about,  and  march  out  jnst 
as  it  had  marched  in,  and  crossed  the  ravine  to  the  rear  of  the  column 
to  lead  it  out,  when  a  shot  or  two  fh)m  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  or  an 
accidental  shot  from  one  of  our  own  pieces,  caused  the  whole  column, 
doubled  as  it  was  into  a  <<  U  "  shape,  to  open  fire,  killing  two  and 
wounding  about  thirty  of  our  own  men.  The  melancholy  mistake  was 
at  once  discovered,  and  the  column  extricated  and  marched  back  by  the 
left  into  the  main  road,  and  so  on  back  to  the  grounds  selected  for  oar 
encampment. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  action  my  section  of  two  rifled  cannon,  nnder 
command  of  Captain  Schneider,  and  supported  by  his  company  (B,  Thir- 
teenth Begiment),  was  ordered  by  General  Benham  to  take  position  in 
the  road  by  which  our  columns  approached,  and  at  a  point  about  400 
yards  distant  from  the  enemy's  works.  Several  shots  were  fired  from 
this  position  with  good  effect.  Captain  Schneider  then  found  a  better 
position  for  his  guns  about  100  paces  to  the  right,  and  cut  a  road  to  it 
with  his  sword  and  one  hatchet,  and  from  this  new  position,  in  full  view 
of  the  enemy's  battery,  he  fired  75  rounds  of  solid  sho£  and  15  of 
shells.  His  shot  plowed  through  the  parapet  of  the  enemy's  battery, 
spreading  consternation  among  those  who  served  the  pieces.  Captain 
Schneider  and  his  men  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  delivering  their 
fire  with  coolness  and  accuracy,  although  exposed  to  a  brisk  fire 
from  the  enemy's  battery  and  fh)m  his  musketry.  ~  The  same  may  be 
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said  of  my  whole  regiment,  which  was  kept  in  perfect  order  throughoat 
the  day.* 
Bespectfolly  submitted. 

W.  8.  SMITH, 
CoJond  Thirteenth  Regiment  O.  V.  L 
Lieut  Jambs  O.  Stanage, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


No.  7. 


Bqport  of  Coin  Robert  L.  McCooJcj  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry^  commanding 

Second  Brigade. 

Heasquabtebs  Second  Bbigade  A.  O.  W.  V., 

Camp  CoXy  September  21,  1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  report  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  in  relation  to  the  action  at  Camiflx  Ferry  on  the  10th 
instant : 

In  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  whilst  the  Second  and  Third  Brigades 
were  halted  east  of  the  forks  of  the  Summersville  and  Cross-Lanes 
n»ds,  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  the  supposed  fortifications  of 
the  enemy.  By  order  of  the  general  commanding,  I  formed  the  Second 
Brigade  in  line  of  battle  east  of  the  forks  of  the  road,  covering  the  hills 
on  either  side  of  the  Summersville  road  with  the  Ninth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  Regiments,  holding  the  Forty-seventh  and  Schambeck's  cavalry 
as  a  reserve,  and  there  awaited  orders.  Subsequently  I  was  ordered  to 
advance  with  the  brigade  to  the  top  of  the  hill  near  the  woods,  which 
extended  to  the  enemy's  fortifications.  This  I  did,  and  again  formed  it 
in  line  of  battle  in  the  same  order  as  before,  with  the  exception  that  it 
fronted  the  noise  of  the  battle.  I  remained  with  the  brigade  thus 
formed  awaiting  orders  until  3.30  p.  m.,  when  Captain  Hartsufi'  appeared 
and  ordered  tfie  brigade  to  proceed  to  the  intreuchments  of  the  enemy 
for  the  purpose  of  storming  them.  I  put  in  motion  the  Ninth  Ohio  in 
advance,  followed  by  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Forty-seventh.  Captain 
fiartsofi*  leading  the  way  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  roaa  and  the 
point  at  which  the  works  were  to  be  stormed. 

After  three  of  the  companies  of  the  Ninth  had  passed  the  com  field 
in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  and  had  deployed  into  the  bush,  Captain 
Hartsuff  informed  me  that  the  order  to  charge  the  works  had  been 
countermanded.  I  immediately  placed  the  brigade  in  such  position  as 
to  be  most  available  and  under  cover  from  the  enemy's  fire.  This  was 
done  as  follows :  Seven  companies  of  the  Ninth  Ohio  on  the  path  back 
of  the  crest  of  the  hill  occupied  by  McMullin's  battery,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  in  their  rear,  and  the  Forty-seventh  on  the  main  road  leading  to 
the  enemy's  works. 

'At  the  time  this  was  being  done  the  three  companies  of  the  Ninth, 
which  had  deployed  before  the  order  to  storm  the  works  had  been  coun- 
termanded, were  engaging  the  enemy  at  that  portion  of  the  left  fiank 
west  of  the  com  field.  They  were  ordered  to  retire  as  soon  as  the  sound 
of  a  bugle  could  be  heard  above  the  roar  of  the  cannon  and  musketry, 

*  In  separate  reports  Colonel  Smith  specially  notices  the  eallant  oondnct  of  Min. 
Joseph  G.  Hawkins,  Lients.  James  B.  Donoy  and  Joseph  T.  Snider,  Corp.  James  H. 
8cett,  and  Privatos  Henry  Conoyer  and  Jefi'erson  Gongwer,  of  same  regiment. 
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which  they  did,  and  Joined  the  regiment  at  the  point  where  it  was  sta- 
tioned. As  to  the  extent  and  particolars  of  their  engagement,  I  refer 
to  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colon^  Sondershoff,  of  the  Ninth  Ohio, 
herewith  forwarded. 

After  the  brigade  had  occupied  the  above  positions  for  some  time 
the  enemy  seemed  to  change  the  range  of  his  cannon,  so  that  it  covered 
the  position  occapied  by  the  Ninth  Ohio.  I  onlered  it  to  retire  to  the 
clear  place  west  of  the  last  field  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
enemy's  works,  and  then  awaited  orders.  About  7  in  the  evening  it 
was  again  determined  by  the  general  commanding  to  storm,  the  enemy's 
works.  The  Ninth  Ohio  was  ordered  to  the  juuction  of  tlie  path  with 
the  main  road  near  the  east  side  of  the  com  field,  in  fh>nt  of  the  enemy's 
works,  and  then  halted.  The  Twenty-eighth  was  detached  with  por- 
tions of  the  Twelfth,  Twenty-third,  and  Thirteenth  Ohio.  The  Forty- 
seventh  was  formed  in  the  main  road  leading  to  the  works.  Of  the 
unfortunate  casualty  which  occurred  by  the  Thirteenth  Begiment  firing 
into  the  Twenty-eighth  I  desire  to  say  nothing,  but  refer  to  the  detailed 
report  thereof  by  Colonel  Moor,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Ohio. 

Darkness  soon  set  in,  so  that  it  became  impossible  with  any  degree 
of  safety  to  our  troops  to  make  an  attack  in  the  night.  I  was  ordered 
with  my  brigade  to  cover  the  return  of  the  artillery  and  ambulances 
from  the  field.  This,  too,  I  did  with  the  Ninth  Ohio,  and  at  9  p.  m.  in 
the  night  aU  the  artillery  and  ambulances  were  brought  from  the  field 
of  battle  to  camp,  and  I  marched  the  Second  Brigade  to  ihe  point  where 
we  had  left  at  3.30  p.  m.  to  charge  the  enemy's  works. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

BOBEBT  L.  McCOOK, 
Colonel  Ninth  Ohio  Volunteers^  Commanding  Second  Brigade, 

Gapt  GEOBaE  L.  Habtsuff,  AgsUtant  Adjutant- General 


No.  8. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Charles  Sondershoff^  Ninth  Ohio  Infantry. 

The  regiment  was  led  into  action  by  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  Sonder- 
shoff, by  direction  of  Adjutant-General  Hartsufi",  at  3.30  p.  m.,  under 
orders  to  charge  the  enemy's  works.  It  was  ordered  to  advance  to 
that  point  of  the  enemy's  works  lying  to  the  left  of  the  com  field. 
After  Companies  A,  B,  and  C  had  passed  the  corn  field  and  deployed 
to  the  enemy's  left  the  order  to  charge  the  fortifications  was  counter- 
manded by  the  general  commanding,  and  the  balance  of  the  regiment 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the  hill  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
McMullin's  battery.  Before  the  order  countermanding  that  to  charge 
the  works  could  be  transmitted  to  Companies  A,  B,  and  C,  they  had 
advanced  through  the  thick  brush  some  300  or  400  feet,  when  they 
came  to  the  point  where  the  enemy  had  cut  the  brush  in  front  of 
their  main  works,  which  were  about  300  yards  distant,  from  which  the 
enemy  opened  a  strong  fire  of  musketry,  grape,  and  canister.  After  the 
companies  had  advanced  a  short  distance  towards  the  main  works, 
sheltering  themselves  by  trees  and  brush  as  best  they  could,  all  the  men 
returning  fire  when  anything  was  visible  to  shoot  at,  it  was  soon  dis- 
covered by  Companies  A  and  B  that  immediately  to  their  right,  and 
about  60  yards  distant,  there  was  a  wing  of  the  enemy's  works  extend- 
ing to  the  woods  at  almost  right  angles  with  the  main  works,  when 
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they  immediately  deployed  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  it.  At  this 
moment  the  enemy  opened  a  severe  fire  &om  this  wing  of  their  works, 
which  was  returned  by  the  companies.  Companies  A  and  B  advanced 
to  within  abont  100  feet  of  this  wing  of  the  works. 

Whilst  Companies  A  and  B  were  thus  engaged  Company  C  approached 
the  main  works  parallel  with  the  com  field,  and  had  got  within  100 
yards  of  the  work.  A  signal  was  sounded  to  retire,  which  they  did  in 
good  order,  and  proceed^  to  join  the  balance  *of  the  regiment.  The 
womided  in  this  engagement  is  shown  by  tabular  statement  attached.* 
After  the  regiment  had  been  together  some  time  in  the  rear  of  Mc- 
Mnllin's  battery,  Colonel  McCook  ordered  it  to  fall  farther  back,  to 
avoid  the  grax>e  and  canister  shots  to  which  its  position  exposed  it.  It 
then  retired  to  the  clear  space  on  the  east  side  of  the  next  field  to  await 
orders.  In  about  one  hour  the  regiment  was  again  ordered  forward  to 
charge  the  enemy's  works,  and  proceeded  to  a  point  about  200  yards 
west  of  the  com  field  aforesaid  and  a  short  distance  to  the  right  of  the 
main  road  leading  to  the  enemy's  works,  where  it  was  halted  until  night- 
fall. Then  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  cover  the  return  of  the  artillery 
from  the  woods  to  camp.  One-half  of  the  regiment  was  deployed  through 
the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  the  bsSance  on  the  road  to  the  left. 
After  the  artillery  and  all  the  ambulances  were  brought  from  the  field, 
the  regiment,  about  9  o'clock,  joined  the  balance  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
and  went  into  camp  at  the  place  from  which  it  had  started  at  3.30  o'clock 
p.  m.  to  charge  the  enemy's  works. 

CHAS.  SOimBRSHOFF, 
Lieutenant-OoUmely  Oamdg.  UTinth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 


No.  9. 
l^eport  of  Col.  Auguetue  Moot,  Twenty  eighth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  took  the  position  in  line  of  battle 
assigned  to  my  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  road  towards  Cross-Lanes 
and  in  rear  of  the  road  leading  to  the  rel)els'  works,  detaching  Captain 
Ewald,  Company  B,  on  the  left  into  the  woods,  to  skirmish  and  guard 
against  surprise.  Al)out  2.35  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  send  one  field 
officer,  with  five  companies,  to  Cross-Lanes  for  observation.  I  detailed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Becker,  who  started  forthwith.  Soon  after,  the  firing 
becoming  quite  lively,  I  was  orderi»d  forwanl  in  double-quick.  I  came 
np  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Becker's  command,  drawn  up  in  line  on  the 
right  of  the  road,  ordered  him  to  fall  in  with  the  regiment,  and  moved 
forward  to  the  rear  and  left  of  the  artillery. 

After  5  o'clock,  the  fire  slacking  somewhat,  I  was  ordered  by  General 
Kosecrans,  in  person,  to  move  my  regiment,  with  four  companies  of  the 
Thirteenth  and  a  detachment  of  the  Twenty-third  Ohio  Regiments, 
guided  by  Colonel  Smith,  in  a  direction  to  the  left  of  our  position,  and 
after  rounding  a  hill  to  our  right  to  charge  and  take  the  works  of  the 
rebels  al)out  sunset,  an  attack  from  our  right  to  be  made  at  the  same 
time.  I  marched  the  column  down  the  ravine  as  directed,  halted,  and 
waited  for  Colonel  Smith  to  guide  the  column.  One  hour  and  twenty 
minutes  after  my  arrival  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  Colonel  Smith  brought 
the  verbal  order  fh>m  headquarters  to  start.  I  commenced  the  ascent 
in  two  ranks  over  very  steep  and  slippeiy  rocks,  through  thick  under- 

*  Embodied  in  report  No.  14,  p.  140. 
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growth  and  thorns.  After  half  an  hour's  climbing,  Captain  Schache, 
Colonel  Smithy  and  myself,  with  about  thirty  of  the  best  climbers  of 
Company  A,  reached  the  top,  when  the  acyutant  came  up  and  informed 
us  that  the  whole  command  could  not  be  brought  up  before  2  o'clock. 

It  was  now  pitch  dark  in  the  thicket.  The  men  had  been  on  their 
legs  since  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  without  a  drop  of  water  in  their 
canteens,  and,  although  wDling,  utterly  exhausted.  Colonel  Smith  and 
myself  concluded  to  descend  again,  fall  back  into  the  ravine,  and  make 
the  assault  at  daybreak.  The  column  was  cautioned  to  face  about  and 
descend  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  and  continued  to  do  so  for 
about  ten  miniites,  when,  a^r  a  peculiar  kind  of  whistling,  tiring  sud- 
denly commenced  from  the  direction  of  the  rebels,  striking  down  many 
of  my  men.  Instantly  the  whole  extended  line  of  my  command  was 
one  sheet  of  fire,  which  lasted  for  some  time,  when,  after  finding  the 
firing  opposite  us  to  cease,  I,  assisted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Becker 
and  Adjutant  Bohlender,  succeeded  in  collecting  and  forming  our  men 
again  in  the  ravine,  where  I  found  to  my  surprise  detachments  of  the 
Thirteenth  and  Twenty-third  Begiments  on  my  left  fiank  instead  of  on 
the  extreme  left  of  the  column,  as  directed,  which  disregard  of  disposi- 
tions made  three-fourths  of  an  hour  before  might  have  brought  on  an 
indiscriminate  slauj^hter  among  troops  of  the  same  army.  I,  with  Lieu- 
tenantColouel  Becker,  became  disabled  by  tumbling  down  some  steep 
cliff,  when  I  turned  over  the  command  to  Captain  Weselowski,  who 
marched  the  regiment  to  the  camp  ground.  Annexed  you  will  find  a 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded.* 

I  am,  nibst  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOOR, 
Colonel  Tvcentyeighth  Ohio  Regiment  U,  8.  Infantry. 

Col.  Robert  L.  McCook, 

Ninth  RegH  Ohio  YoU.^  Oomdg.  2d  Brigade  A.  0,  W,  Va, 


No.  10. 
Report  of  Col.  FredericJc  Poschnery  Forty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry, 

Camp  Cox,  S^temher  19, 1861. 

The  Forty-seventh  Regiment  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  the  Second 
Brigade,  CoL  R.  L.  McCook  commanding.  Marched  afterwards  with  the 
brigade  near  the  fortifications.  Formed  with  the  Ninth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteers,  the  storming  column,  and  retired  with  the  same  at  night. 
None  killecl,  wounded,  or  missing,  t 

F.  POSCHNER, 

Cohnely  Commanding, 


No.  11. 
Report  of  Capt  F.  SehambecJcy  Chicago  Dragoofia. 

While  on  the  march  to  the  battle-field  the  company  was  sent  ahead 
to  destroy  a  ferry.  While  there  some  of  the  enemy,  having  crossed  the 
river  by  way  of  the  ferry,  fii-ed  on  the  company,  and  they  returned  the  fire. 

*  Embodied  in  report  No.  14,  p.  146. 

t  Force  engaged  foots  up  16  officers  and  367  enlisted  men. 


CBtf.XIV.l        ENGAGEMENT   AT   CARNIFIX   FERRY,  W.  VA.  145 

One  man,  Herrmann  Keichert,  from  Chicago,  a  private,  was  wonnded  in 
the  leg.  When  the  troops  were  formed  in  line  of  battle  the  company 
was  placed  in  the  rear  of  the  Second  Brigade,  and  afterward  advanced 
with  the  same  into  the  woods,  but  were  onlered  back,  and  took  no  more 
part  in  the  action,  except  some  of  the  men,  who  were  employed  as  car- 
riera  of  dispatches. 

F.  SCHAMBECK,  Captain. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Col,  Eliakim  P.  Soammonj  Twenty-third  Ohio  Infantry,  com- 
manding Third  Brigade. 

Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  A.  O.  W.  Va., 

Camp  ticottj  September  13,  1861. 

Sir:  In  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  10th  instant  I  have  to  report 
that  the  Third  Brigade,  acting  as  a  reserve  corps,  was  not  actively  en- 
gaged. About  4  o'clock  p.  m.  the  brigade  was  ordered  to  form  in  line 
of  battle  on  a  hill  fronting  the  right  of  the  enemy's  position.  It  was 
formed  in  two  lines,  the  Twenty-third  Regiment  in  front,  and  a  detach- 
nieot  of  the  Thirtieth,  under  Colonel  Ewing,  in  rear;  Mack's  battery  of 
howitzers  a  little  in  advance  of  the  infantry.  Shortly  after  taking  posi- 
tion, in  odedience  to  orders  from  the  commanding  general,  Major  Ilayes 
and  four  companies  of  the  Twenty- third  Regiment  moved  to  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  intrenchmeuts,  taking  position  in  a  dense  thicket,  and  ad- 
vanced toward  the  enemy's  works.  Two  of  his  men  were  wounded  at 
this  point.  Their  names  are  given  below.  About  dark  the  biigade  was 
ordered  to  advance  along  the  road  leading  to  the  front  of  the  enemy's 
works  and  await  orders.  The  movement  was  executed  immediately,  and 
after  waiting  an  hour  and  a  half  for  orders  to  advance,  it  having  become 
quite  dark,  orders  were  received  to  withdraw  the  column.  We  bivou- 
acked on  the  hill  now  occupied  by  our  camp.  The  names  of  the  wounded 
are :  Richmond  Shaw.  Company  K,  Twenty-third  Regiment  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers, severe  wound  in  the  right  leg;  Timothy  C.  Wood,  Company 
K,  Twenty-third  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  slightly  wounded  in  the 
shoulder. 

For  a  report  of  the  subsequent  service  performed  by  Colonel  Swing's 
detachment  of  the  Thirtieth  Regiment,  1  refer  you  to  his  report,  here- 
with inclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

Capt.  Geobge  L.  Habtsitff,  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


:Slo.  13. 

Report  of  Col.  Hugh  Ewing,  Thirtieth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Headquartebs  Thirtieth  Regimeivt  O.  V., 

Camp  Seott. 

Sib  :  On  the  10th  instant  three  of  the  four  companies  of  the  Thirtieth 
Begiment  attached  to  the  advancing  army  were  ordered  from  the  rear, 

10  B  B — VOL  y 


146  OPEHATIOKS   IN  MD.,    N.   VA.,   AND   W.   VA.        [Cbap.  XIT. 

where  they  were  ander  my  command  gaardmg  the  train,  to  join  the 
Third  Brigade,  at  that  time  (4  p.  m.)  forming  the  i^eserve  of  the  army 
in  its  attack  on  the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  Eagle's  Nest.  I  marched 
my  men  at  quick-step  from  the  rear,  and  took  the  position  assigned  me 
by  Col.  E.  P.  Scammon,  commanding  the  brigade,  where  we  remained 
nntil  near  dark,  when,  with  the  remainder  of  the  reserve,  we  moved  to 
a  position  in  the  woods  opposite  the  enemy's  center,  and  remained  there 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  were  ordered  back  to  near  our  former  position, 
then  becoming  the  camp  of  the  army.  My  companies,  with  two  of  the 
Twenty-third,  formed  the  guard  of  the  camp,  which  was  placed  under 
my  direction. 

At  daylight  on  the  11th  a  fugitive  slave  from  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments reported  the  flight  of  the  rebels,  wheu  the  general  commanding 
directed  me  to  verify  the  report.  I  entered  the  intrenchments  with  one 
of  my  companies,  finding  them  deserted  save  a  few  stragglers,  whom  I 
sent  to  the  rear.  I  placed  a  guard  over  the  abandoned  property,  took 
down  the  flag  of  the  enemy  and  placed  ours  in  its  stead,  and  reported 
to  the  general  commandiug.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  handed  in  a 
list  of  the  prisoners,  thus  turning  them  over  to  the  charge  of  the  officer 
of  the  guard.    My  men  were  not  under  fire. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

HUGH  EWING, 
Colonel  Thirtieth' Regiment, 

Col.  E.  P.  Scammon,  Commanding  Third  Brigade, 


Ko.  14. 

Statement  of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  the  haUle  of  Camifix  Ferrtf,  September  10, 1861. 

[By  AMt.  Sarg.  Horace  B.  WirU,  IT.  8.  A.,  aotiiig  medical  director  darinic  the  ftctioiL] 

Command. 


Ninth  Ohio  Volnnteera 

Tenth  Ohio  Volunteera 

Twelfth  Ohio  Volonteera    

Thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteera 

Twenty-eighth  Obio  Volunteera 

Ohio  artillery  (MoMoUin's) 

Ohio  cavalry 


Total 


KQled. 

Wounded. 

8 

50 

1 

IS 

» 

4 

8 

87 

n 
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No.  16. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd^  C.  8.  Army. 

HEADQUABTESS  ABMT  of  THE  EANAWHA, 

Camp  on  the  Road^  tkptemher  12,  1801. 

Sib  :  Information  had  reached  me  for  some  number  of  days  that  a 
heavy  force  wa«  advancing  towards  my  position  from  the  direction  of 
Clarksburg,  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State.  As  these  rumors 
became  a  certainty  I  ma<te  an  effort  to  strengthen  myself,  first  by  re- 
enforcement,  and  secondly  by  intrenchments  sufficient  to  withstand 
the  very  large  force  of  the  enemy.  My  orders  to  General  Wise  I  send 
you  copies  of,  and  also  copies  of  his  replies.* 

•  See  Floyd  to  Wise,  September  9  (2) ;  Wise  to  Floyd,  September  9, 4  p.  m. ;  Floyd 
to  Wise,  September  10:  Wise  to  Floyd,  September  10,  6.30  a.  m.  and  lli^'JO  p.  m./in 
"  Correspondence,  etc./'  poet. 


CHAP.nv.]        ENGAGEMENT   AT  CABNIFIX   FEHBT,  W.  VA.  147 

I  Med  in  procuring  re-enforcement,  bnt  sncceeded  somewhat  better 
in  the  oonstmction  of  a  temporary  breastwork.  At  3  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  the  10th  of  September  the  enemy,  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans,  as  we  learned  through  prisoners,  of  whose  advance  I 
was  fully  aware,  at  the  head  of  ten  regiments,  made  his  appearance 
before  intrenchments,  when  the  battle  instantly  commenced.  Our  lines 
were  necessarily  very  extended  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  our  posi- 
tion, and  when  manned  left  not  one  man  for  reserve.  The  assault  was 
made  with  spirit  and  determination  with  small-arms,  grape,  and  round 
shot  from  howitzers  and  ritied  cannon.  There  was  scarcely  an  inter- 
mission in  the  conflict  until  night  put  an  end  to  the  firing.  The  enemy's 
fores  is  estimated  certainly  between  8,000  and  9,000  men,  whilst  our 
force  engaged  was  less  than  2,000.  Upon  the  close  of  the  contest  tor 
the  night  I  discovered  that  it  was  only  a  question  of  time  when  we 
should  be  comx>elled  to  yield  to  the  superiority  of  numbers.  I  therefore 
determined  at  once  to  recross  the  Gauley  Biver  and  take  position  upon 
the  left  bank,  which  I  accomplished  without  the  loss  of  a  gun  or  any 
accident  whatever.  Our  loss,  strange  to  say,  after  a  continued  firing 
npon  us  by  cannon  and  small-arms  lor  nearly  four  hours,  was  only  20 
men  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  we  had  no  means  of  accurately 
estimating,  but  we  are  satisfied,  fh>m  report  of  prisoners  and  other 
sotuces  of  information,  it  was  very  heavy.  We  repulsed  them  in  five 
distinct  and  successive  assaults,  and  at  nightfall  had  crippled  them  to 
sach  an  extent  that  they  were  in  no  condition  whatever  to  molest  us  in 
oar  passage  across  the  river. 

I  will  only  say  that  our  men,  without  distinction,  behaved  with  the 
greatest  coolness,  determination,  and  presence  of  mind,  and  while  it  is 
impossible  to  give  praise  to  one  portion  of  the  force  engaged  over 
another,  it  is  but  proper  to  say  that  the  artillery*  behav^  with  the 
greatest  bravery  and  efficiency ;  that  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Ooy,  who  had  reached  me  only  two  days  before  and  were  for  the  first 
time  under  fire,  behaved  themselves  in  a  manner  worthy  of  all  praise. 

I  am  very  confident  that  I  could  have  beaten  the  enemy  and  have 
marched  directly  to  the  valley  of  Kanawha  if  the  re  enforcements  from 
General  Wise's  column  had  come  up  when  ordered  and  the  regiments 
from  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  could  have  reached  me  before  the  close 
of  the  second  day's  conflict.  I  cannot  express  the  regret  which  I  feel 
at  the  necessity^,  over  which  I  had  no  control,  which  required  that  1 
should  recross  the  river.  I  am  confident  that  if  I  could  have  com- 
manded the  services  of  5,000  men  instead  of  1,800,  which  I  had,  I  could 
have  opened  the  road  directly  into  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha.  It 
would  seem  now  as  if  the  object  so  nearly-  accompliv^hed  can  only  be 
attained  by  an  advance  upon  the  enemy  by  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha 
Hirer  with  a  sufficient  force  at  any  time  to  give  him  battle.  This  force, 
if  possible,  ought  to  be  collected  from  Tennessee  and  Kentucky.  Their 
close  correspondence  shows  distinctly  enough  the  urgent  necessity  of 
w  shaping  the  command  in  the  valley  of  Kanawha  as  to  insure  in  the 
future  that  unity  of  a^stion  uiion  which  alone  can  rest  any  hope  of  suc- 
cess in  military  matters. 

I  have  not  thought  proper  to  take  any  other  notice  of  these  transac- 
tions than  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  Confederate  States.  The  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to 
take  this  course  I  am  sure  will  not  be  misunderstood  by  either. 

I  apprehend  the  course  the  enemy  proposes  to  pursue  is  to  carry  out 
the  plans  indicated  by  General  Bosecrans  to  General  Tyler  for  the  inva- 
sion of  the  interior  of  the  State  and  the  seizure  of  Lewisburg,  set  forth 
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in  an  intercepted  letter  of  the  latter  a  luoutb  ago.  To  pi^event  this  I  am 
ill  command  of  an  actual  foroe  of  4,200  men.  This  force  will  be  required 
tQ  oppose  the  advance  of  General  Cox  and  General  Bosecraus,  if  their 
forces,  as  they  undoubtedly  will,  number  at  least  12,000  men.  Hiis  dis- 
parity in  numbers  is  too  great,  although  I  will  certainly  give  battle  to 
the  invading  army  at  some  such  strong  point  in  the  mountain  passes 
as  I  may  hope  will  equalize  to  some  extent  our  numbers.  This  may 
occur  within  the  next  three  days,  but  should  It  be  deferred  for  any 
length  of  time,  I  hope  the  Department  will  find  itself  able  to  strengthen 
us  with  re-enforcements.  In  the  mean  time,  should  General  Lee  attack 
and  repulse  the  enemy  at  Bich  Mountain,  I  will  hold  myself  in  position 
to  fall  upon  his  flank  or  rear,  as  circumstances  may  allow  or  my  ^rce 
authorize. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- OeneraU  Commanding  Army  of  Kanatcha. 

By  WILLIAM  E.  PBTEBS, 
Aasiitant  Adjutant-General  Floyd  Brigade. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War. 

This  is  signed  by  Adjutant  Peters,  because  an  iiyury  prevents  my 
holding  a  pen. 


Wab  Departxent,  O.  S.  A., 

Rieh^nond^  September  20, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
12th  instant,  containing  report  of  the  repulse  by  the  troops  under  your 
command  of  the  attack  made  by  the  army  of  General  Bosecrans  with 
greatly  superior  forces.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  communicating  to  you 
the  congratulations  of  the  President,  as  well  as  my  own, on  this  brilliant 
affair,  in  which  the  good  conduct  and  steady  valor  of  your  whole  com- 
mand were  so  conspicuously  displayed.  I  regret  that  the  attack  should 
have  occurred  before  the  arrival  of  any  of  the  four  regiments  that  were 
on  their  way  to  re-enforce  you,  and  that  you  were  thus  deprived  of  the 
ability  to  reap  the  fruits  of  your  successful  repulse  of  the  attack  made 
on  you.  This  Department  is  making  efforts  to  send  you  still  ftirther 
re-enforcements  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  inclose  copy  of  an  order  issued  by  the  President's  instructions  to 
General  Wise,  by  virtue  of  which  his  whole  command  is  turned  over 
to  you. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


[Inclosnre.] 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  September  20, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Oauley  River j  via  Leicisburg^  Va. : 

Sir  :  You  are  instructed  to  turn  over  all  the  troops  heretofore  imme- 
diately under  your  command  to  General  Floyd,  and  report  yourself  in 
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person  to  the  Adjutant-General  in  this  city  with  the  least  delay.    In 
making  the  transfer  to  General  Floyd  you  will  inclade  everything  under 
yonr  oommancl. 
By  order  of  the  President : 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


No.  16. 


Beports  of  Brig,  Oen.  Hmry  A.  Wise,  C.  8.  Army^  covering  the  operationa 

of  his  command  from  June  to  September  25. 

Dogwood  Gap  Camp,  Va., 

September  11, 1861 — 7  p.  m. 

Gbneral  :  Disasters  have  come,  and  disasters  are  coming,  which 
you  alone,  I  fear,  can  repair  and  prevent.  As  I  predicted^  General 
Floyd,  after  a  hard  fight,  from  3  p.  m.  to  '7  p.  m.  yesterday,  has  given 
vay,  recrossed  Camifix  Ferry,  before  a  force  of  some  5,000,  re-enforced 
from  Gauley,  to  what  extent  is  not  known.  He  thinks  the  enemv  has 
9,000-,  I  think  from  4,000  to  6,000  men.  He  lost  no  lives  and  but  few 
slightly  wounded;  but  his  breastworks  were  near  woods  all  around  ex- 
cept in  front,  and  the  enemy  could  approach  him  quite  near.  There  was 
severe  cannonading  on  both  sides ;  the  enemy  had  rifled  guns  of  bad 
range  at  first  but  ^ginning  to  tell  seriously  as  the  fight  ended  on  the 
breastworks.  Owing  to  inadequacy  of  transportation  and  ferriage,  he 
lost  in  his  retreat  last  night  considerable  baggage,  tents,  cooking  uten- 
sils, fat  cattle,  and  horses^  and  one  caisson.  I  was  detained  by  the 
enemy  in  my  front  from  going  to  his  relief  on  yesterday.  They  indi- 
cated a  puri>ose  to  turn  my  flank  at  the  Hawk's  Nest,  and  to  march  a 
considerable  force  to  Camifix  Ferry,  in  General  Floyd's  rear.  But,  re- 
ceiving peremptory  orders  last  night,  I  moved  my  whole  force  to  re- 
enforce  him,  got  a  few  miles,  found  he  had  retreated  to  this  side  of 
Gaaley,  and  for  the  third  time  met  his  messenger,  countermanding  my 
march  and  ordering  my  return  to  this  road.  My  baggage  was  all  sent 
back  to  this  camp  guarded  by  a  small  force,  and  when  I  reached  within  a 
mile  df  thiB  place  I  found  General  Floyd  on  the  road-side,  slightly  wound- 
ed in  the  right  fore-arm.  I  asked  for  orders.  He  said  he  did  not  know 
what  orders  to  give.  I  urged  the  necessity  of  defending  Miller's  Ferry, 
on  the  New  River,  which,  when  called  away,  I  left  guarded  by  General 
Chapman's  militia.  He  mistook  me,  and  tnought  I  spoke  of  Camifix 
Ferry,  and  replied  that  now  he  took  no  interest  in  that  plan  of  move- 
ment: and  then  I  learned  that  he  had  left  this  side  of  that  ferry  wholly 
nnderended  and  unguarded,  and  since  l!  hear  that  the  enemy  crossed  it 
this  morning  on  prepared  bridges.  This  renders  both  his  and  my  com- 
mands critically  exposed.  The  enemy  may  fall  on  our  rear  between 
this  and  Lewisburg  by  either  the  Sunday,  or  the  Wilderness,  or  the 
Bracken's  Greek  roads.  I  am  without  orders,  without  command,  with 
wholly  inadequate  force  of  my  own,  with  his  force  greatly  impaired, 
himself  stunned  by  the  blow,  and  obliged  to  appeal  to  you. 

I  solemnly  protest  that  my  force  is  not  safe  under  his'  command,  and 
I  ask  to  be  allowed  to  co-operate  with  some  other  superior.  I  had  for 
forage  and  from  policy  sent  nearly  all  my  cavalry  to  Loop  Creek  and 
Coal  River  across  the  New  River,  and  to  i)enetrate  the  Kanawha.  I 
now  must  recall  them  (if  allowed  to  do  so)  to  scout  my  rear.    The  whole 
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XK)licy  of  moving  on  the  Lower  Kanawha  is  now  defeated,  and  ndy  con- 
tident  opinion  is  that  a  retreat  onght  to  be  ordered  to  Meadow  Blaif,  or 
yoa  will  be  compelled  to  move  backward  towards  Lewisborg,  and  the 
foe  in  your  front  will  be  thereby  given  the  opportunity  to  advance 
on  your  rear.  This  all  may  seem  too  critical  to  me,  but  I  nevertheless 
submit  it  to  you,  and  ask  you  to  relieve  me.  In  order  that  yon  may 
judge  the  better^  I  send  you  copies  of  our  entire  correspondence.  At 
12  o'clock  last  night  I  received  General  Floyd's  last  note,  peremptorily 
ordering  my  whole  force  to  Camifix,  and,  marching  this  morning  at  11 
a.  ni.,  I  received  a  verbal  message  fh>m  him  ordering  me  to  fall  back, 
he  getting  to  this  point  before  I  did,  without  having  lost  a  man,  and 
without  leaving  a  guard  at  the  ferry  behind  him.  This  makes  farther 
retreat  eastwaM  inevitable  and  the  necessity  for  it  early  and  urgent. 
I  fear  your  reply  will  be  too  late. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Cammandingj  dte. 


EiOHMONB,  Va.,  October  26,  1801. 

8iB :  On  the  28th  ultimo  I  arrived  at  Richmond  in  obedience  to  an 
order  of  the  President  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  order  I 
obeyed  to  the  letter,  and  without  any  delay,  from  Camp  Defiance,  on  Big 
Se  well,  to  this  city,  reported  myself  at  the  War  Department.  I  was 
called  from  the  field  of  action  most  unexpectedly,  and  had  to  rea<^h 
Richmond  before  I  could  learn  the  cause  of  my  recall  and  of  the  transfer 
of  ray  command. 

The  day  after  my  arrival  here  I  was  stricken  down  with  severe  ill- 
ne88,  caused  by  actual  and  severe  exi)osure  in  the  service.  On  the  2d 
instant  I  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  General  Floyd, 
^^  relative  to  the  battle  therein  named,"  which  was  transmitted  to  me 
by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  from  that  time  to  this  I  have 
been  unable  to  prepare  any  reply  to  that  report.  Regarding  it  now  as 
the  only  matter  or  thing  which  I  am  called  upon  to  answer.  1  proceed  in 
the  most  succinct  manner  to  notice  its  statements  of  complaint  against 
me  and  my  command. 

I  am  now  unable  to  i)repare  a  reply  in  detail,  and  am  therefore  com- 
pelled to  furnish  the  President,  through  the  Department  of  War,  the 
entire  body  of  my  correspondence  with  Generals  Lee  and  Floyd.* 

General  Floyd's  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  September  12 
says  [No.  15] :  "My  orders  to  General  Wise  I  send  you  copies  of,  and 
also  copies  of  his  replies."  I  h^ve  not  been  furnished  with  the  copies 
which  he  says  he  sent,  but  the  President  and  the  Department  can  now 
judge  whether  he  sent  copies  of  all  the  originals.  I  now  send  copies  of 
all  my  correspondence  with  both  Generals  Lee  and  Floyd. 

However,  before  I  proceed  to  answer  this  special  report,  I  beg  leave 
to  make  a  few  preliminary  observations.  It  will  be  remember^  that 
General  Floyd  was  commissioned  prior  to  the  date  of  my  commission, 
and  thus  became  my  senior  in  rank.  Thus,  too,  he  began,  weeks  befoiti 
I  was  commissioned,  to  raise  his  command  in  the  southwest.  I  never 
contemplated  originally  the  command  of  a  brigade  department,  but  had 

*No  inclosureH  found  with  this  report ;  but  the  communications  referred  to  by  Gen- 
eral Wise  ajipear  entire  in  the  ^* Reports"  or  iu  the  '* Correspondence,  etc/'j^^^* 
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asked  q[>ecially  for  an  independent  partisan  command,  snbject  only  to 
the  general  laws  and  orders  of  the  service.  When  I  came  to  Eichmond 
late  in  May  from  a  sick  bed  the  President  himself  changed  the  desti- 
nation of  my  command.  I  was  called  by  him  to  take  a  commission  at 
once  as  brigadier-general,  not  to  await  the  raising  of  my  partisan 
brigade,  but  to  command  the  Middle  Department  of  t^e  West,  the  State 
roUmteer  forces,  under  Colonel  Tompkins,  in  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha, 
to  be  attached  to  my  Legion. 

Very  early  in  June  I  left  Bichmond  an  invalid,  without  a  man  or  a 
gan,  and  departed  for  Charleston,  Kanawha,  and  commenced  raising 
the  forces  which  since  I  have  commanded.  In  June  and  July  Colonel 
Tompkins'  volunteer  force  was  increased  from  600  to  about  1,800  men, 
aad  the  IjCgion  was  raised  to  the  number  of  about  2,850 ;  making  in  all 
an  effective  force  of  about  3,600  men. 

By  a  dispatch  from  A(^iutant-Oeneral  S.  Cooper,  dated  Jul^  18, 1861, 
I  was  ordered  to  move  up  toward  Covington  and  communicate  with 
General  Floyd,  who  was  ordered  to  proceed  in  that  direction.  This 
order  being  in  part  discretionary,  I  awaited  events  and  further  orders 
before  I  proceeded  to  act  under  it.  Soon  afterwards  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Robert  £.  Lee,  dated  July  24,  directing  me  to  look  to  the 
security  of  my  rear,  keep  my  command  concentrated,  and  be  prepared 
to  unite  with  General  Loriug  or  operate  as  circumstances  on  my  line 
of  communication  might  dictate.  He  gave  me  permission  to  increase 
the  strength  of  my  Legion,  but  warned  me  that  re-enforcements  could 
not  be  sent  to  me  from  Richmond,  from  the  necessity  of  restricting 
the  operations  of  the  enemy,  if  xK>ssible,  north  of  Pocahontas,  and  of 
strengthening  the  armies  of  the  Potomac.  He  had  hoped  that  the  good 
citizens  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  would  have  rallied  under  my  standard 
and  given  me  the  force  I  desired,  not  knowing  the  utter  demoralization 
and  denationalization  of  a  large  majority  of  the  good  citizens  of  Ka- 
nawha Valley,  and  ignorant  sdso  that  even  among  some  of  those  who 
professed  to  be  true  to  the  State  of  Virginia  a  conspiracy  had  been 
raised  against  my  taking  command  of  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha. 
Thus,  whilst  my  aim  was  upon  the  enemy,  every  step  was  amid  the 
rattlesnakes  of  treason  to  the  South  or  petty  serpents  of  jealousy  in 
the  disaffection  of  my  owp  camp.  Yet  with  the  aid  of  Colonel  Tomp- 
kins, a  gentleman,  a  soldier,  and  a  patriot,  I  magnified  our  command 
by  nearly  trebling  his  original  numbers  and  adding  the  whole  number 
of  the  Legion,  making  in  all  nearly  eight  times  the  force  we  began  with. 

General  Lee  also  regretted  that  he  could  not  furnish  the  ammunition 
and  arms  which  were  incessantly  called  for  by  Colonel  Tompkins  and 
myself;  and  it  was  a  secret  which  neither  of  us  dared  to  tell  in  the 
Kanawha  Valley,  that  at  no  time  of  the  whole  sixty  days  while  we 
were  marching  and  countermarching,  x>08ting  and  counteri>osting, 
scenting  and  fighting,  day  in  and  day  out,  in  a  valley  the  hanlest  to 
defend  and  the  easiest  to  be  attacked  in  the  topography  of  the  conn- 
tr}%  could  we  at  any  time  have  fired  in  any  general  action  ten  rounds  of 
ammunition  in  our  joint  commands.  Thus  distant  from  the  metrop- 
olis, thus  unofficered  and  unorganized,  thus  unsupplied  with  either 
arms,  ammunition,  clothing,  or  tents,  we  increased  our  forces,  main- 
tained our  positions,  and  it  was  only  when  the  order  to  fall  back  was 
repeated  that  we  moved  in  the  direction  of  Covington,  as  ordered. 

Whatever  may  have  been  said  or  may  be  said  of  that  retreat  from 
Charleston,  from  Coal  River^  and  l^ler  Mountain,  Two  Mile,  Elk  River, 
and  Ganley,  I  aver,  if  anything  was  done  which  ought  not  to  have  been 
done,  or  omitted  which  ought  not  to  have  been  omitted,  or  was  lost 
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which  ought  to  have  been  saved,  that  it  was  in  each  and  every  instance 
because  of  violations  of  my  express  orders;  and  upon  the  whole  I  aver 
further  that  for  raw  troops,  unofficered  and  unorganized,  in  various 
detachments,  at  distances  not  supporting  each  other,  in  front  of  a  foe 
more  than  double  their  number,  the  retreat  was  creditable.  My  reasons 
for  concurring  in  the  orders  to  retreat  are  to  be  found  in  my  letters 
to  General  Lee,  of  August  1, 1861*  (dated  at  Hunger's  Mill,  4  miles 
west  of  Lewisburg),  and  August  4,  from  the  White  Sulphur  Springs, 
the  latter  in  reply  to  his,  dated  at  Huntersville,  August  3.  lu  those 
letters  I  was  caused  to  report  to  General  Lee  an  error  a«  to  the  number 
of  desertions  from  the  State  volunteers.  Many  of  the  officers  and  men 
who  were  reported  a«  deserters  had  received  written  furloughs,  un- 
known to  me,  fi*om  some  of  their  commanding  officers. 

The  main  confusion  and  difficulty  in  retreating  from  the  Kanawha 
was  owing  to  the  erroneous  impression  which  most  of  the  men  had 
taken  up  that  they^  were  not  bound  to  march  out  of  the  valley  of  the 
Kanawha  or  to  light  elsewhere  than  there,  which  idea  was  both  incul- 
cated and  encouraged  by  many  of  their  officers,  several  of  whom  ulti- 
mately tendered  their  resignations,  and  were  obviously  bent  on  impair- 
ing if  not  breaking  up  my  command.  Happily  their  efforts  had  no 
effect  upon  the  Legion,  but  only  upon  a  few  of  the  State  volunteers,  and 
the  two  regiments  of  Colonels  Tompkins  and  McCausland  were  reduced 
to  less  than  400  men  each,  while  the  Legion  was  unimpaired  except  by 
measles  and  typhoid  fever,  but  the  most  of  the  men  of  the  State  volun- 
teers proved  ultimately  to  be  pure  patriots  and  proud  soldiers.  Most 
continued  ou  duty,  and  many  who  were  said  to  have  deserted  returned 
to  duty  after  the  expiration  of  furloughs  actually  received ;  but  both 
Colonel  Tompkins'  command  and  mine,  both  the  Legion  and  the  State 
volunteers,  were  extremely  worn  and  worsted  by  two  months  of  exces- 
sively haiti  service.  When  they  arrived  at  the  White  Sulphur  they 
had  worn-out  everything  and  were  supplied  with  nothing,  and  required 
at  least  one  month  for  refreshment  and  refitting.  The  infantry  and 
artillery  alone  were  taken  there,  and  the  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Davis, 
was  left  as  a  rear  guard  of  the  passes  from  Fayetteville,  Gauley,  and 
Summersville.  The  cavalry  alone,  with  other  precautions,  effectually 
checked  the  advance  of  the  enemy ;  all  of  which  was  approved  by  Gen- 
eral Lee  in  his  letter  dated  Huntersville,  August  5.  It  was  here,  at  the 
White  Sulphur,  that  both  Colonel  Tqmpkins  and  myself  hoped  and  im- 
plored to  be  permitted  to  refit  our  commands. 

During  all  this  time  that  our  forces  were  worn  and  torn  by  the  service 
for  more  than  sixty  days  General  Floyd  was  raising  his  command  and 
fitting  it  out  with  every  supply  he  could  procure,  and  at  last,  when  he 
arrived  at  the  White  Sulphur,  he  brought  with  him  less  than  1,200 
men,  all  told.  He  require<l  us,  panting  with  the  fatigue  of  service, 
to  hasten  back  over  grinding  roads,  over  which  our  men  had  just 
marched  almost  barefooted,  almost  shirtless,  and  quite  tentless.  His 
very  first  approach  to  my  command  was  nothing  less  than  one  of  re- 
proach, which,  in  manner  as  well  as  substance,  was  wouuding  to  those 
who  had  been  doing  their  utmost  to  serve  the  cause  of  the  State  and 
of  the  Confederacy.  He  had  not  re-enforced  us  in  the  valley  of  the 
Kanawha,  but  required  me,  tattered  and  torn  by  service,  to  turn  upon 
an  ordered  retreat  and  to  re-entbrce  him,  with  but  two  regiments  under 
his  command.  I  begged  for  delay.  I  protested  against  the  necessity 
of  hurrying  unsuppUed  and  unprovided  men  back  to  a  fruitless  contest 
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with  a  foe  more  than  triple  our  numbers,  in  fastnesses  that  could  be 
re-enforced  at  any  time  in  any  number  by  an  enemy  holding  the  navi- 
gation ot  the  Kanawha,  and  an  enemy,  too,  who,  after  the  battle  of 
Manassas  and  the  retirement  of  McClellan  fi:t)m  the  field  to  Washing- 
ton, and  by  our  timely  escape  from  the  valley,  were  so  staggered  that 
they  manifested  no  disposition  to  advance,  but  paused  to  fortify  them- 
selves at  Gauley ;  when,  too,  it  was  our  i)olicy  to  draw  them  to  the 
eastern  verge  of  the  Fayette  wilderness,  force  upon  them  40  miles  of 
monntain  transportation,  instead  of  our  driving  on  to  the  western  verge 
of  that  wilderness  and  taking  upon  ourselves  with  inferior  force  the 
loss  and  cost  and  risk  of  that  same  wilderness  mountain  transportation. 
This  i)olicy  I  presented  to  (General  Lee,  and  he  in  advance  emphatically 
approved  it.  On  the  6th  of  August  General  Floyd  was  within  2  miles 
of  the  White  Sulphur.  That  evening  he  visited  me  in  camp,  and  noti- 
fied me  that  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  August  he  would  move  to 
Lewisburg.  He  wanted  to  drive  the  enemy  across  the  Gauley  in  less 
than  a  week,  and  by  his  blunt  and  blatant  manner  caused  me  to  write 
to  General  Lee  my  letter  of  August  7. 

The  first  two  letters  of  my  correspondence  with  General  Floyd  I  file 
for  no  present  purpose  of  this  report.  They  may  explain  some  matters 
in  future.  From  Camp  Arbuckle,  near  Lewisburg,  August  8,  he  called 
upon  me  for  a  full  detail  of  my  command,  the  number  of  men,  arms, 
and  ammunition  fit  for  use,  the  amount  of  transpoitation,  &c.  1  replied 
by  mine  of  the  same  date  from  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  August  8, 
6  o'clock  p.  m.  On  the  10th  of  August  I  informed  General  Lee  of  addi- 
tional re-enforcements  sent  to  General  Floyd  besides  my  cavalry  force 
of  about  500,  and  that  I  would  follow  as  soon  as  possible  from  day  to 
day — so  soon  as  I  could  clothe  my  men  and  fit  them  for  a  march  and 
provide  ammunition;  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  this  letter  to  General  Lee  as  icontaining  a  proposition  to  stop 
the  enemy  on  or  near  the  eastern  verge  of  the  Fayette  wilderness.  See 
also  my  two  letters  to  General  Lee  of  August  11  and  my  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Floyd  of  August  9  as  to  my  disposition  to  co-operate  with  General 
Floyd.  In  reply  to  my  letters  of  the  10th  and  11th  August,  General 
Lee  complimented  me  tor  re-enforcing  Greneral  Floyd  so  promptly,  and 
added: 

Yonr  reasons  for  oar  troops  not  advancing  to  Ganley  at  present  are  conclusive,  and 
your  plan  of  stopping  the  enemy  on  the  eastern  verge  of  the  wilderness  yon  describe 
is  concurred  in.  Until  ready  to  open  and  penetrate  the  Kanawha  Valley,  whence)  yon 
piav  draw  your  snpplies,  the  line  of  defense  you  propose,  embracing  points  of  strengrh, 
is  the  best. 

Such  were  the  wise  instructions  of  the  superior  of  both  General  Floyd 
and  myself,  and  when  I  found  General  Floyd  running  directly  counter 
to  this  policy,  it  would  have  been  no  wonder  if  I  had  leaned  to  my  own 
judgment  thus  indorsed  by  General  Lee;  but  notwithstanding  this,  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  will  see  that  1  followed  my  immediate 
superior  in  the  vain  attempt  to  force  the  Gauley. 

Ou  the  12th  August  General  Floyd  assumed  command  of  the  forces 
of  the  Army  of  the  Kanawha  and  the  country  adjacent  thereto,  ap- 
pointed Colonel  Heth  acting  inspector-general,  and  ordered  him  at 
once  to  inspect  the  forces  composing  the  command,  commencing  with 
the  Wise  Legion.  My  letter  to  General  Floyd  of  the  11th  August  shows 
my  hurry  to  co  operate  with  him.  On  the  13th  August  General  Floyd 
sent  me  a  communication  from  Colonel  Davis,  and  called  for  a  battery 
of  artillery  and  "such  other  forces  as  I  could  spare.  In  mine  of  the 
13th  I  promised  him  in  the  shortest  possible  time  some  1,500  men.    On 
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the  13th  Angoat,  also,  he  sent  me  a  carionsly-worded  demand  for  the 
regiment  of  volunteers  trom  beyond  New  Biver  commanded  by  Colonel 
McCausland— a  regiment  that  had  been  worse  torn  to  pieces  than  any 
other  by  traitoroos  desertion,  by  furloughs  issued  without  my  authority , 
and  by  disaffection  and  conspiracy  of  officers  who  did  not  wish  to  leave 
the  valley  of  the  Kanawha.  In  my  letter  of  August  13 1  assigned  him 
the  reasons  why  it  was  impossible  to  comply  with  this  request,  and  I 
presented  these  orders  to  Colonel  Tompkins,  who  on  the  14th  directed 
to  me  his  official  protest  and  I  gave  him  orders  according  to  the  reasoa 
and  just  proprieties  of  tne  case. 

Again,  however,  under  date  of  the  13th,  General  Floyd  urged  me  to 
bring  up  all  my  force,  and  to  furnish  one  of  his  companies  with  arms. 
This  was  received  by  me  on  the  14th,  and  on  the  same  day  I  wrote  to 
him  that  his  orders  should  be  promptly  and  punctually  obeyed.  I 
started  forces  that  morning  to  Meadow  Bluff  (nearly  all  the  Legion), 
appointed  Colonel  Tompkins  commandant  of  the  post  at  the  White 
Sulphur,  and  lefb  him  with  his  two  volunteer  regiments  to  be  redtted 
and  to  wait  for  transportation.  Strange  to  say.  General  Floyd,  ^so  on 
the  14th,  at  5  o'clock  a.  m.,  wrote  his  dispatch  rTo.  S,  ordering  me  **i>er- 
emptorily  "  to  march  at  once  with  all  my  force  to  join  him  at  Meadow 
Bluff.  His  Nos.  7  and  8  were  received  nearly  at  the  same  time.  I 
answered  them  by  saying  (on  the  14th,  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.)  that  his 
peremptory  order  should  be  executed  as  promptly  as  possible  so  soon 
as  forces  and  means  of  transportation  could  be  made  available.  On 
the  14th  also  he  sent  to  me  for  ammunition,  which  order  was  complied 
with.  On  the  14th  also,  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  told  him  that  I  was  doing 
my  best  to  hasten  my  march  by  all  the  means  in  my  power ;  that  the 
quartermaster  had  not  half  enough  wagons,  and  was  unable  to  procure 
them.  I  asked  him  to  send  back  to  me  some  of  his  wagons  to  assist  the 
expedition  of  my  march  to  join  him.  In  his  letter  No.  10,  of  August 
15,  he  declined  to  send  tbe  wagons.  On  the  13th  August  I  wrote  to 
General  Lee,  informing  him  of  the  demands  made  upon  me  by  General 
Floyd — ^informed  him  that  I  was  very  desirous  to  promptly  obey  Gen- 
eral Floyd,  and  to  preserve  the  harmony  of  our  respective  brigades. 
General  Floyd  had  already  commenced  to  violate  my  command  by  pass- 
ing orders  to  my  officers  without  issuing  those  orders  through  me,  and 
I  asked  from  General  Lee  two  general  orders :  1st,  that  no  order  be 
passed  from  General  Floyd  to  my  brigade  except  through  me;  2d, 
that  the  separate  organization  and  command  of  my  brigade,  subject  of 
course  to  General  Floyd's  priority  of  rank  and  orders  for  service,  should 
not  be  interfered  with ;  and  I  inquired  of  General  Lee  about  the  rela- 
tions of  the  State  volunteers  under  Colonel  Tompkins  and  of  the  militia 
under  Generals  Beckley  and  Chapman  to  my  command. 

Fi'om  General  Lee  I  received  his  of  the  14th  August  complimenting 
me  upon  my  rapid  progress  of  preparation,  expressing  confidence  in 
my  zealous  and  cordial  cooperation  in  every  effort  against  the  common 
enemy,  and  saying : 

As  regards  the  command  of  yonr  brigade,  the  military  propriety  of  oommanicating 
tbrongh  you  all  orders  for  its  movement  is  so  apparent,  tnat  I  think  no  orders  on  the 
subject  necessary.  I  have  always  sapposed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  President 
to  give  a  distinct  organization  to  vonr  Legion,  for  it  to  be  under  your  command,  sub- 
ject, of  course,  to  the  service  under  the  orders  of  a  senior  officer.  As  regards  tbe 
troops  serving  hitherto  with  your  Legion,  it  is  within  the  province  of  the  commanding 
general  to  continue  them  as  hitherto  under  yonr  command,  to  brigade  them  separately, 
or  detach  them,  as  the  good  of  the  service  may  demand. 

Thus  the  President  will  see  that  I  took  the  utmost  pains  to  define  my 
I)ower8  and  those  of  General  Floyd.    He  will  see  that  I  had  reason  to 
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do  thi«,  tor  General  Floyd's  design— obvious  to  ine— was  to  destroy  my 
command,  and  not  only  transfer  to  himself  the  Btate  volunteers  and 
militia,  but  by  constant  detachments  of  my  Legion,  to  merp^e  it  also  in 
bis  brigade,  to  be  commanded  by  his  field  officers,  and  be  torn  to  pieces 
by  maladministration,  and  to  sink  me,  the  second  in  command,  even 
below  his  majors  and  captains.  Therefore  it  was  that  I  obtained  from 
General  Lee  the  distinct  law  of  our  relations :  That  General  Floyd  could 
uot  discontinue  my  command  of  the  Legion ;  that  he  could  not  brigade 
the  regiments  of  the  Legion  separately;  that  he  could  detach  them 
ouly  as  the  good  of  the  service  might  demand ;  and  that,  whether  de 
tached  or  noL  I  was  still  in  command  of  all  the  forces  of  the  Legion. 

On  the  14th  August  also  I  inform^  General  Lee  that,  though  I  did 
not  credit  the  rumors  about  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  i  should  move 
my  entire  available  force  at  once  to  join  Greneral  Floyd  at  Meadow  Blnflf ; 
tbat  I  should  counsel  an  advance  to  the  western  side  of  Little  Sewell ; 
that  I  should  take  eight  pieces  of  artillery ;  that  my  howitzer  was  with- 
out ammunition ;  that  in  less  than  three  days  I  could  put  forward  1,500 
and  in  five  days  2,500  men;  that  General  Floyd  had  his  own  force, 
something  less  than  1,200,  my  whole  cavalry  (550),  and  a  detachment 
of  artillery  with  two  6-pounders — ^in  all,  say,  1,800  men ;  and  that  within 
three  days  his  force  should  be  increased  to  3,500  or  4,000  men. 

On  the  15th  I  informed  General  Lee  that  ammunition  for  my  howitzer 
had  arrived  late  on  the  14th,  and  at  4  o'clock  a.  m.  on  the  15th  I  had 
moved  a  corps  of  artillery,  with  eight  pieces,  including  a  howitzer  and 
three  6-ponnders,  with  three  companies  of  artillery  under  Major  Gibbes, 
and  three  regiments  of  infantry  of  my  Legion,  in  all  about  2,000  men, 
to  join  General  Floyd  at  Meadow  Bluff  on  the  evening  of  that  day. 
My  corps  of  cavalry  (550  strong)  and  50  artillery,  with  two  pieces  belong- 
ing to  the  State  volunteers,  were  already  with  him,  and  two  companies 
of  the  State  volunteer  cavalry  would  join  him  by  the  morrow,  making 
my  re-enforcement  about  2,600  men — ^more  than  double  his  own  force— 
and  making  his  whole  force  by  the  16th  about  3,800  men.  This  was 
enough  to  check  the  enemy  until  I  could  have  the  State  volunteer  regi- 
ments ready  for  marching  orders.  This  will  show  whether  I  was  prompt 
beyond  promise  in  re-enforcing  General  Floyd.  And  1  call  attention  to 
this  entire  letter  of  mine  to  Genend  Lee  of  August  15  to  justify  the 
failure  to  send  on  two  regiments  of  State  volunteers,  and  my  protest  of 
a  desire  for  a  harmony  of  co-operation  in  every  sense  of  cheerful  as  well 
as  healthful  service.  But  I  informed  General  Lee  distinctly  that  I 
coald  uot  in  honor  submit  to  have  my  brigade  mutilated  without  his 
orders.  I  appealed  to  General  Lee  not  only  in  behalf  of  myself,  but  in 
behalf  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  a  soldier  of  sixteen  years'  standing  in  the 
Begnlar  Arm3'  of  the  United  States,  for  common  justice. 

1  call  attention  to  the  letter  of  General  Floyd  of  August  16  and  my 
reply  of  August  17,  in  relation  to  ^e  propriety  of  the  mode  of  issuing 
orders  to  my  command.  These  letters  were  written  on  the  top  of  Big 
Sewell,  on  the  17th,  40  miles  west  of  Lewisburg,  where  I  had  then 
already  joined  and  re-enforced  General  Floyd.  On  August  17  General 
Floyd  ordered  me  to  occupy  the  camp  vacated  by  him  on  the  top  of  Big 
Sewell,  and  to  remain  there  until  further  orders.  Again,  in  his  letter 
(No.  13),  he  addressed  me  on  the  subject  of  the  mode  of  issuing  orders 
to  my  command.  On  the  19th  August  I  replied  to  that  communication, 
taking  the  positions  authorized  by  General  Lee.  On  the  18th  he  noti- 
fied me  that  he  had  fallen  back  from  Tyree's  to  the  camp  on  Sewell,  and 
on  the  10th  he  ordered  me  to  take  up  Uie  line  of  march  at  7.30  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  and  to  proceed  with  all  the  forces  under  my 
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command  in  the  direction  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  by  way  of  the  James 
liiver  and  Kanawha  turnpike,  and  he  undertook  to  prescribe  the  order 
of  my  march.  I  showed  him  that  it  was  impossible  to  comply  with  his 
order,  and  asked  again  for  wagons,  with  which  request  he  could  not 
comply.  The  same  day,  afterwards,  he  countermanded  his  orders  as  to 
the  time  of  marching,  and  detached  from  my  command  all  the  forces  not 
belonging  to  the  Legion.  One  of  my  ammunition  wagons  was  broken 
down,  which  delayed  my  advance  at  the  hour  ordered,  but  I  hastened 
on  to  the  front  to  relieve  my  cavalry  from  where  General  Floyd  had  or- 
dered it,  and  where  it  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  off.  They  had  charged 
the  enemy  at  about  1^  miles  beyond  Piggot's,  at  the  foot  of  the  Saturday 
road,  and  the  second  encounter  occurred  at  about  2  o^clock  p.  m.  near 
Hamilton's,  about  half  a  mile  this  side  of  the  Hawk's  Nest.  I  informed 
General  Floyd  that  they  would  be  in  strong  force  that  night  at  Hawk's 
Nest,  and  that  a  good  force  of  artillery  should  be  posted  at  Dogwood 
Gap,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sunday  and  Hopping  roads,  and  that  we  should 
advance  that  night.  He  advanced  all  the  forces  of  his  and  my  command 
in  front  of  the  enemy  at  Piggot's,  near  the  foot  of  the  Saturday  road. 
What  occurred  there  is  detailed  in  my  correspondence  with  General 
Lee,  to  which  I  will  presently  refer.  On  the  18th  August  I  wrote  to 
General  Lee  again,  asking  for  the  necessary  orders  defining  the  rela- 
tions and  laws  of  the  command.  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  that 
letter  and  its  detail  of  complaints.  Under  date  of  the  2Ist  August 
General  Lee,  according  to  my  request,  issued  special  orders  placing  the 
Twenty-second  and  Twenty-third  Begiments  of  Virginia  Volunteers 
subject  to  the  assignment  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  Army  of 
the  Kanawha,  and  confirming  my  immediate  command  (that  of  the 
Wise  Legion)  as  organized  by  direction  of  the  War  Department.  On  the 
evening  of  the  21st  of  August  our  commands  were  united  at  the  foot  of 
Gauley  Mountain,  where  the  foe  was  found  in  force ;  and  in  my  letter  to 
General  Lee  of  August  24, 1861,  you  will  see  a  detailed  report  of  a  con- 
ference between  General  Floyd  and  myself  of  the  orders  which  I  received 
to  move  to  Carnifix  Ferry,  while  he  was  to  cover  the  front  on  the  turn- 
pike ;  the  manner  in  which  I  executed  the  order,  arriving  at  Carnifix  on 
the  22d ;  the  manner  in  which  his  movements  contradicted  every  con- 
clusion of  the  conference ;  the  manner  in  which  his  orders  vacillated 
and  contradicted  themselves  four  times  within  forty-eight  hours,  and 
the  manner  in  which  all  the  baggage  trains  of  both  commands  and  a 
portion  of  the  artillery  were  left  by  him  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  22d  August,  at  Carnifix,  General  Floyd  ordered  me  to  send 
him  four  pieces  of  my  artillery,  in  addition  to  his  own  two  pieces ;  also 
one  of  my  regiments,  the  strongest ;  also  to  send  him  early  the  next  day, 
at  7  o'clock,  100  of  my  most  efficient  horse ;  and  he  ordered  me,  with 
the  remainder  of  the  force  under  my  command,  to  take  such  a  position 
as  would  enable  me  to  watch  the  enemy  and  to  check  any  advance  by 
them.  He  also  ordered  me  to  forward  on  the  regiments  of  Colonels 
Tompkins  and  McCausland  to  him,  but  should  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand, after  making  the  above  deductions,  be  deemed  insufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  watching  the  enemy  and  checking  his  advance,  I  should  re- 
tain under  my  command  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Tompkins.  After  writ- 
ing the  above  he  added  that,  on  conference  with  Colonel  Heth,  he  was 
induced  to  recall  his  request  for  one  of  my  regiments.  He  would  try 
to  make  good  his  position  with  his  own  force  and  with  my  guns.  In 
lieu  of  the  regiment  he  asked  only  for  100  horse. 

Leaving  him  a  corps  of  artillery,  with  three  pieces,  and  100  horse,  I 
marched  back  to  Dogwood  Gap^  to  which  place  he  addressed  the  spe- 
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cial  orders  of  General  Lee,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  under  date  of  Angnst 
2L  On  the  same  day  General  Floyd  wrote  to  me  that  he  had  good 
leasoDs  to  believe  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  all  idea  of  crossing 
the  Gauley  Biver  in  force :  that  he  doubted  the  intention  of  the  enemy 
to  make  an  attack  npon  nim,  adding,  ^'  but  I  am  fully  able  to  defend 
myself  against  the  combined  force  of  General  Cox  and  Colonel  Tyler 
both  together,  and  court  their  assault."  He  alluded  to  what  he  call^ 
^* silly  rumors  among  the  teamsters  and  camp  followers"  about  the  dan- 
ger of  his  being  surrounded  and  cut  off,  and  asked  me  to  correct  these 
ramors.  By  the  25th  he  would  be  ready  to  cross  the  Gauley  with  his 
artillery.  The  truth  was  that  on  the  23d  General  Floyd  did  lose  the 
only  little  ferry-boat  he  had,  with  four  men  drowned,  and  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  cut  off.  I  had  to  obtain  nails  and  plank  to  construct  a 
new  and  better  boat. 

By  this  time  Greneral  Floyd  had  the  first  two  regiments  he  brought 
into  the  field,  1,200;  Colonel  Wharton's  regiment,  about  400:  Corn's 
and  Beckett's  cavalry,  100 ;  two  pieces  and  about  40  men  of  tne  State 
volunteer  artillery ;  tiiree  pieces  and  61  men  of  my  artillery,  and  Colonels 
Tompkins'  and  McCausland's  regiments,  little  less  than  800  men,  making 
in  all  2,600  men,  less  the  number  sick  and  on  furlough. 

On  liie  24th  of  August^  at  8.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  wrote  to  him  fully, 
showing  him  how  closely  1  had  scouted  the  enemy,  having  been  myself 
in  person,  pistol  in  hand,  in  their  camp  at  Westlake's.  On  the  same  day, 
however,  he  informed  me  that  on  that  evening  he  had  received  infor- 
mation that  500  of  the  enemy  were  encamped  within  5  miles  of  Camp 
Gauley,  and  he  ordered  that  I  would  send  him  at  once  one  of  my  regi- 
ments— ^the  strongest.  He  also  called  for  an  iron  howitzer,  ordered  40 
rounds  of  cartridges  for  the  infantry  and  100  for  the  howitzer.  This 
note  was  received  by  me  at  2.30  o'clock  a.  m.  August  25,  and  on  the 
same  day  I  replied  that  an  order  issued  by  him  to  Captain  Jenkins,  in 
command  of  his  cavalry,  interfering  and  conflicting  with  my  command, 
had  caused  Jenkins  to  be  ambuscaded  and  badly  routed  by  the  enem^^, 
and  that  the  disaster  had  called  out  my  infantry  in  force,  and  had  de- 
layed my  sending  my  regiment  on  the  evening  of  the  25th.  (In  my 
letter  of  the  27th  of  August,  addressed  to  General  Floyd,  will  be  found 
a  description  of  the  ambuscade  and  rout  of  Captain  Jenkins.)  I  prom- 
ised him  the  required  re-enforcements  for  the  morning  of  the  26th,  and 
that  I  would  hold  my  whole  force  ready  to  re-euforce  hiui.  Again,  on 
the  25th  of  August,  General  Floyd  wrote  to  me  that  if  all  the  forces 
&om  Gauley  advanced  upon  him  I  ought  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  my 
whole  force,  but  said  that  with  one  of  my  regiments  at  the  river  and 
my  others  at  Dogwood  Gap,  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning, 
he  would  look  upon  his  position  there  as  nearly  impregnable.  Again, 
on  the  same  day,  he  wrote  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. : 

The  enemy  are  very  near  ns ;  their  advance  guard  within  3  miles.  Ton  will  dis- 
patch yonr  8tron|^t  regiment  to  my  support,  and  hold  your  entire  command,  if  you 
eao  do  this,  within  sapportinff  distance. 

P.  8.— 3.30  o'clock  p.  m.    ^emy  advancing  in  battle  array. 

On  examining  my  infantry  after  returning  from  the  relief  of  Colonel 
Jenkins,  learning  the  movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  turnpike,  seeing 
the  danger  of  the  enemy  going  up  the  Saturday  road  to  Camiiix  to 
General  Floyd's  rear,  I  called  for  reports  from  Colonels  Henningsen 
and  Richardson,  showing  the  reasons  why  my  forces  should  not  be 
fednoed,  meager  as  they  were  from  the  measles,  and  showing  also  that 
it  was  best  for  the  safety  of  Oeneral  Floyd's  command  that  I  should 
not  move  without  further  orders.    Accordingly,  on  the  27thy  I  wrote 
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to  General  Floyd  and  asked  for  fhrther  orders.  Events  proved  that  I 
was  right.  The  advance  gnard  of  the  enemy  was  bat  one  regiment  (that 
of  Tyler),  a  set  of  lubberly  Dutchmen,  whom  General  Floyd  surprised 
at  breakmst,  and  routed  them  without  losing  a  man.  They  were  doubt- 
less sent  forward  to  induce  the  concentration  of  my  forces  at  Camifix 
and  to  catch  General  Floyd's  and  my  forces  both  in  the  same  trap  at 
the  same  time.  And  on  the  29th  August  General  Floyd  addressed  to 
me  his  letter  No.  25,  saying  that  since  his  signal  success  and  the  utter 
dispersion  and  demoralization  of  the  enemy,  he  thought  I  might  then 
advantageously  move  towards  Gauley  Bridge  and  take  possession  of  the 
strong  position  at  and  about  the  Hawk's  Nest ;  that  in  all  probability 
the  eiiemy  were  likely  to  retire  down  the  Kanawha,  and  that  I  should 
be  close  at  hand  to  annoy  their  retiring  columns.  He  did  not  reprove 
me  for  exercising  a  sound  discretion  in  this  instance ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  approved  my  action,  and  ordered  me  still  farther  from  his  position. 
But  I  regret  to  say  that  this  letter  could  not  be  concluded  without  a 
wanton  sneer  at  the  senior  officer  of  my  infantry.  Colonel  Henningsen. 
From  the  first  mention  of  the  occupation  of  Camifix  Ferry  I  urged 
upon  General  Floyd  the  importance  of  that  feiry,  as  commanding  the 
stem  of  all  the  roads  to  the  rear  on  the  turnpike.  To  this  end  we 
could  hold  it  on  the  left  bank  or  south  side  of  Gauley  with  a  very  small 
force,  say  250  men,  if  their  rear  were  well  covered,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  towards  them  from  the  turnpike.  By  holding 
that  stem  and  advancing  our  forces  to  the  foot  of  the  Satuirlay  road, 
and  to  where  the  Chesnutburg  road  enters  the  turnpike  (the  mouths 
of  the  Saturday  and  Chesnutburg  roads  being  near  each  other  on  oppo- 
site sides)^  we  could  have  forced  the  enemy  to  approach  on  the  turnpike 
alone  in  single  column,  and  could  have  met  him  with  our  concentrated 
defenses  without  much  danger  of  having  our  fianks  turned.  It  was 
utterly  unmilitary  to  have  crossed  Camifix  Ferry,  unless  Creneral 
Floyd  had  force  enough  to  advance.  I  warned  him  that  this  would 
compel  him  to  divide  his  command,  already  too  weak  when  combined ; 
that  if  he  crossed,  the  enemy  might  advance  upon  him  fh)m  Summers- 
ville,  from  Gauley  Bridge  up  the  Gauley,  and  fh)m  Gauley  Bridge  up  the 
Saturday  road,  thus  attacking  him  with  superior  numbers  front,  flank, 
and  rear.  Whilst  he  would  be  too  weak  to  withstand  the  front  and  flank 
attack  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Gauley,  I  would  be  too  weak,  per- 
haps, to  prevent  the  enemy  from  falling  on  his  rear  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Gauley ;  that  his  ferriage,  too,  was  insufficient  for  the  retreat  of  his 
command ;  whereas,  if  we  took  the  position  I  advised,  we  would  hold 
Miller's  Ferry  also,  on  4^he  New  River,  and  could  spur  the  enemy  at  Cotton 
Hill,  Montgomery's  Ferry,  at  the  Loop  and  frt)m  Coal  River,  all  the  way 
down  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha,  and  compel  the  enemy  to  withdraw 
a  considerable  portion  of  his  forces  from  Gauley  Bridge;  that  as  long 
as  he  insisted  on  crossing  that  ferry,  and  thus  exposing  himself,  it  would 
be  imx>ossible  lor  me  to  reenforce  him  from  across  the  river,  without 
exposing  the  safety  of  both  commands  to  the  same  disaster  of  having 
our  retreat  cut  off.  But  no ;  all  this  obvious  reasoning  was  in  vain. 
Cross  he  would,  and  cross  he  did.  I  asked,  Cui  bono  f — to  what  endf — 
to  what  result  f  If  he  wanted  to  hold  Camifix  Ferry,  he  could  do  it 
with  one-tenth  the  number  of  men  on  this  side.  But  that  was  not  the 
sole  object.  The  answer  I  got  was  that  the  President  desired  the  de- 
struction of  the  trestle-work  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  or  it 
was  to  "  break  the  line  of  the  enemy,"  or  it  was  to  go  down  Gauley  to 
Twenty  Mile— go  up  Twenty  Mile  to  Bell  Creek--;ffo  up  Bell  Creek  to 
its  head,  and  thence  to  Hughes'  Creeks  and  down  Hughes'  Cre^  to  the 
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Kanawha  Valley,  15  mUes  only  below  Gauley  Bridge.  All  these  views 
were  about  equally  absurd.  The  idea  that  he  would  be  attacked  either 
from  Sutton  or  from  Birch  Mountain  he  utterly  scouted,  and  the  battle 
of  knives  and  forks  at  Gross-Lanes  had  elated  my  senior  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, that  be  thought  himself  impregnable  in  his  position  and  capable 
of  accomplishing  impossibilities.  I  made  it  my  business  to  do  as  he 
bade  me — ^to  watch  the  enemy  and  to  protect  Gleneral  Floyd's  rear;  also 
to  keep  Gleneral  Lee  advised  of  my  movements. 

In  my  letter  to  General  Lee  of  the  28th  August  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War  wiU  see  my  full  report  of  the  first  movement  to  Car- 
nifiz.  On  the  31st  August  General  Floyd  notified  me  that  the  enemy 
had  abandoned  Gauley  Bridge  and  were  advancing  on  him ;  that  £ 
should  send  him  the  strongest  of  my  regiments  to  the  top  of  the  hill 
near  Gauley  (meaning  the  cliffs  of  Gamifix  Ferry),  and  that  I  should  at 
once  advance  with  the  remainder  of  my  force  f  about  900  or  1,000  men), 
and  take  x)os8ession  of  the  enemy's  camp  at  tne  mouth  of  the  Gauley. 
He  also  asked  me  to  send  him  two  companies  of  cavalry — ^his,  since 
theur  stampede,  having  been  sent  all  the  way  back  to  Greenbrier. 
These  orders  were  given  to  me,  notwithstanding  he  had  but  little  doubt 
of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  Gkiuley  Bridge,  and  although  he  much 
doubted  their  intention  to  march  in  his  direction.  The  absurditrr  of 
these  orders  caused  me  to  address  to  him  my  letter  from  Dogwood  Gap 
of  August  31, 10  o'clock  p.  m.  Again,  on  the  31st  August  12  o'clock  m., 
he  addressed  me  another  letter,  in  which  he  said  that  tlie  enemy  were 
advancing  upon  him  in  full  force  from  Gauley  Bridge,  were  within  12 
miles  of  him,  and  calling  upon  me  for  1,000  of  my  infantry,  my  best 
battery,  and  one  squadron  of  horse.  This  was  received  by  me  between 
4  and  5  o'clock  a.  m.  of  September  1.  That  morning  I  moved  again  in 
fall  force  towards  Gamifix,  leaving  a  mere  guard  at  Dogwood ;  got  to 
the  cliffis  of  Camifix,  and  was  descending  the  road  to  the  ferry,  when 
one  of  his  officers  put  into  my  hands  his  order  of  September  1,  saying 
that  from  more  recent  information  he  doubted  whether  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  required  the  union  of  my  force  with  his,  as  embraced  in 
his  last  order,  and  commanded  me  to  retain  my  forces  in  camp  (at  Dog- 
wood) until  further  orders,  and  sneered  another  insult  about  the  rei>ort 
of  Colonel  Heuningsen. 

I  was  so  disgusted  by  these  vacillating  and  harassing  orders,  that  I 
determined  at  once  with  promptitude  and  dispatch  to  drive  the  enemy 
as  far  as  possible  back  upon  the  turnpike  towards  their  camp  at  Gau- 
ley Bridge.  I  returned  to  Dogwood  on  the  evening  of  September  1, 
rested  my  men  that  night,  and  the  next  day  (September  2)  drove  the 
enemy  back  west  of  Big  Creek,  and  gained  an  advance  of  more  than  13 
miles  upon  the  turnpike.  Witn  what  gallantry  and  skill  this  was  done 
by  my  men  and  officers  you  will  see  in  my  report  to  General  Floyd  of 
September  4.  I  have  just  ascertained  an  error  in  my  estimate  of  the 
enemy's  force  on  that  occasion.  I  now  learn  from  a  x>erfectly  reliable 
8oaroe  that  their  force  was  larger  than  I  had  supposed,  reaching  an 
aggregate  of  3,U00  men. 

On  the  same  day  I  addressed  to  him  a  second  letter,  asking  him  to 
re-enforce  me  with  the  whole  or  a  part  of  Colonel  Tompkins'  regiment 
and  by  returning  to  me  my  corps  of  artillery. 

On  the  6th  of  September  I  repeated  the  request,  giving  him  very 
fierious  reasons  for  doing  so.  On  the  same  day  he  actually  re-enforced 
me  with  Colonel  Tomp^ns'  regiment,  and  sent  back  my  two  pieces  of 
artillery  smd  61  men,  under  Lieutenant  Hart,  for  which  I  thanked  him  by 
a  letter  of  the  same  date. 
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In  my  letter  to  General  Lee  of  September  6, 1861,  you  will  see  a  full 
and  detailed  account  of  the  battle  at  Big  Creek  and  of  my  critical  posi- 
tion at  the  Hawk's  Nest. 

On  September  8  orders  were  interrupted  by  General  Floyd's  most 
extraordinary  letter  of  that  date,  accusing  one  of  my  officers  of  having 
seized  upon  a  rifled  gun  at  Jackson's  Biver,  and  taking  it  to  the  White 
Sulphur  Springs ;  informing  me  that  he  had  sent  to  arrest  him,  prom- 
ising to  order  a  court-martial  for  his  trial  when  he  could  ascertain  his 
rank,  and  requiring  me  to  furnish  him  with  a  list  of  my  officers  and 
the  dates  of  their  commissions,  that  he  might  select  from  among  them 
such  names  as  he  would  like  to  be  placed  upon  the  court-martial.  My 
answer  is  dated  September  9, 1.15  o'clock  p.  m.  The  whole  matter  is 
explained  in  the  report  of  Gapt  B.  Eoemer,  of  my  artillery,  of  Septem- 
ber 12,  and  in  my  letter  to  General  Lee  of  September  9, 10  o'clock  a.  m. 

On  the  7th  of  September  General  Floyd  sent  me  Colonel  Tompkins' 
regiment.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  he  announced  the  enemy  ap- 
proaching him,  as  I  expect^  he  would,  from  Sutton,  6,000  strong,  and 
the  apprehension  of  a  considerable  force  also  approaching  from  the 
direction  of  Gauley  Bridge.  I  <5all  your  attention  to  my  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Lee  of  September  9,  and  to  Colonel  Tompkins'  letter  accompanying 
the  same. 

At  about  8.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  September  9, 1  received  a  letter  from 
General  Floy<L  dated  1  o'clock  a.  m.,  announcing  the  advance  upon  him 
of  the  enemy  from  Sutton,  and  that  they  were  within  12  miles  of  Sum- 
mers^ille.  He  stated  that  his  strength,  including  the  regiment  of  Col- 
onel McCausland,  did  not  exceed  1,600  men,  and  called  for  the  return 
of  Colonel  Tompkins'  regiment,  and  for  me  at  the  same  time  to  send 
one  of  my  own  regiments,  saying  that  I,  with  the  remainder  of  my 
force,  could  maintain  my  position,  and  that  if  I  could  not,  I  must  caU 
on  General  Chapman  across  New  Eiver  for  re-enforcements.  This  sur- 
prised me  as  to  his  forces.  He  brought  out  two  regiments,  little  less 
than  1,200 ;  was  then  joined  by  Colonel  Wharton's  regiment,  400 ;  then 
by  McCausland's  and  Tompkins'  regiments,  800;  making  2,400  men; 
and  two  additional  regiments,  one  fmm  North  Carolina  and  one  from 
Georgia,  were  within  a  day's  march  of  him.  At  the  time  that  I  dis- 
patched Colonel  Tompkins  to  him,  in  juy  letter  of  September  9,  addressed 
to  General  Floyd,  I  assigned  unanswerable  reasons  why  1  could  not 
send  a  regiment  of  the  Legion.  I  was  reduced  by  measles  to  a  force  of 
infantry  and  artOlery  of  about»l,OoO  efficient  men.  It  was  very  hazard- 
ous to  remain  where  I  was  with  this  force.  If  one-third  of  it  were  taken 
away  I  could  not  prevent  the  enemy  from  approaching  Camifix  Ferry 
by  the  Saturday  road.  I  would  have  to  fall  back  again  to  Dogwood 
Gap,  lose  all  I  had  gained  by  driving  the  enemy  beyond  Big  Creek,  lo^e 
Miller's  Ferry,  and  all  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Generals 
Chapman  and  Beckley,  and  all  the  advantages  of  Likens',  a  first-class 
mill,  to  grind  meal  and  flour  for  my  men ;  but,  above  all,  the  governing 
reason  was  that  I  could  not  defend  General  Lloyd's  rear^if  I  had  reen- 
forced  him  with  my  whole  force  and  crossed  Camifix  Ferry.  By  his 
estimate  he  would  have  had  but  2,700  men,  and  by  my  estimate  about 
3,500,  to  have  fought  what  I  estimated  at  6,000,  and  he  at  9,000,  in  his 
front,  with  from  2,500  to  3,000  in  our  rear  to  cut  ofl'  all  retreat,  and  he 
was  in  inti^enchments  most  unskillfully  traced,  behind  works  not  worthy 
of  Chinese.  I  begged  him,  therefore,  to  relieve  me  from  the  order  to 
send  him  one  of  my  fragments  of  regiments,  and  appealed  to  him  to 
allow  me  to  await  further  events  and  orders  and  the  removal  of  the 
immediate  pressure  of  the  enemy  upon  me.    The  fact  was,  I  had  been 
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already  twice  fooled  in  goin^  to  Caniifix,  and  there  was  gre<it  danger 
in  my  falling  back  at  all,  with  the  probability  of  being  ordered  again  to 
remain  in  camp. 

But  again,  September  9,  General  Floyd  addressed  to  me  another  dis- 
ptcb,  saying  that  the  enemy  at  5  o'clock  p.  m.  of  that  day  were  advanc- 
ing, about  4,000  strong,  this  side  of  Powell's  Mountain;  called  upon  roe 
to  hurry  ux»  Colonel  Tompkins,  and  to  send  him  at  once  1,000  of  my  own 
men  with  one  of  my  batteries.  Again,  September  0,  in  his  dispatch 
No.  37,  the  enemy  were  advancing  upon  him  through  Webster  under 
Bosecraus,  and  he  ordered  me  to  station  my  regiment  for  which  he  ha4 
sent  at  Dogwood  Gap.  Thus  there  was  another  perfect  confusion  of 
orders.  Ko.  30  was  received  at  2.15  a.  m.,  No.  37  at  2  p.  m.,  September 
10.  (See  the  notes  of  verbal  messages  made  by  Mr.  Lewis  attached  to 
dispatches  34  and  35.)  I  wrote  to  General  Floyd  September  10,  6.30  a. 
m.,  in  answer  to  all  these  orders  ami  dispatches,  and  at  10  a.  m.  I  in- 
foi-med  him  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  upon  me.  The  same  day  he 
dispatched  to  me  his  order  Ko.  3d,  in  which  he  reprimanded  my  delay, 
and  onlered  me  to  send  him  1,000  of  my  infantry  and  one  battery  of 
artillerj^;  he  also  required  me  to  reply,  state  the  hour  of  receiving  his 
order  aud  that  of  starting  my  reply.  I  was  then  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  Hawk's  Xest,  mounted,  directing  tbe  advance  of  my  van-guard 
against  the  enemy.  This  order  was  received  at  five  minutes  past  12 
o\;lock,  and  at  12.30  o'clock,  by  his  own  messenger^  Mr.  Carr,  I  returned 
bun  my  answer  Ko.  38,  dated  September  10,  telling  him  the  hour  at 
which  his  letter  was  received,  that  it  found  me  meeting  an  advance  of 
the  enemy  threatening  my  picket  at  the  Hawk's  Nest,  and  that  all  my 
force  of  three  regiments  of  infantry,  four  companies  of  artillery,  and 
two  companies  of  cavalry  were  under  arms^  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
success  of  an  obvious  attempt  to  turn  our  right  flank  and  to  pass  us  up 
the  turnpike,  most  probably  to  the  Saturday  road,  to  gain  Carnifix 
Ferry  in  his  rear.  I  should  therefore  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in 
obeying  his  orders  or  not. 

At  12  or  1  o'clock  at  night,  September  10  and  11,  Mr.  Carr  and  Major 
Glass  returned  with  General  Floyd's  dispatch  No.  39,  dated  September  10, 
8  p.  m.,  ordering  me  on  the  receipt  of  it  to  dispatch  to  him  all  of  my  avail- 
able force  save  one  regiment,  with  which  I  would  occupy  my  then  posi- 
tion^ unless  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  fall  back  to  a  more  eligible  one. 
He  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  attacked  him  in  strong  force ;  tbe 
battle  had  been  raging  for  three  hours — from  4  till  7  p.  m. :  that  he  still 
held  his  position,  and  thought  the  enemy  would  renew  the  attack  by 
daylight  in  the  morning  with  perhaps  increased  force. 

Accordingly,  the  next  morning  I  started  to  re-enforce  him,  and  re- 
ceived verbal  orders,  when  about  half  way  to  the  ferry,  to  turn  back  to 
Dogwood  Gap.  General  Floyd  had  given  up  his  position,  without  the 
lass  of  a  man,  after  fighting  successfully  for  three  hours,  and  in  the  act 
of  being  re-enforced  by  nearly  my  whole  command,  and  by  the  two  regi- 
ments from  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  all  reinforcements  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  2,000  men. 

On  September  11,  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  I  addressed  to  General  Lee  a 
letter,  giving  a  report  of  General  Floyd's  retreat  from  Carnifix  without 
loss  of  life  or  limb,  but  with  considerable  loss  of  public  property. 

On  the  same  day  I  met  General  Floyd,  just  beyond  Dogwood  Gap, 
prostrate  upon  the  ground,  by  the  side  of  the  turnpike.  I  rode  up  to 
him  in  the  presence  of  several  officers  and  asked  him  for  orders.  He 
replied  that  he  did  not  know  what  orders  to  give.    I  had  other  conver- 
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sation  with  him,  particularly  detailed  in  my  last-mentioned  letter  to 
General  Lee. 

On  the  12th  September  General  Floyd  issued  several  unimportant 
orders  about  guards  and  scouts,  and  about  nightfall  I  received  from 
him  an  invitation  to  a  conference  to  determine  upon  a  delinite  line  of 
action.  The  result  of  the  consultation  was  a  i:^treat  to  the  top  of  Big 
Sewell.  Some  unimportant  correspondence  occurred  up  to  Septem- 
ber 16,  when  myself  and  officers  were  called  again  to  General  Floyd's 
headquarters  for  consultation.  As  early  as  practicable,  about  5  o'clock 
p.  m.,  I  went,  accompanied  by  Major  Tyler,  Captain  Stanard,  Captain 
\Vise,  and  Colonel  Jackson.  A  memorandum  of  that  conference  will  be 
found  immediately  following  General  Floyd's  dispatch  No.  45,  addressed 
to  me. 

On  the  same  evening,  within  half  an  hour  after  I  left  his  camp,  I  was 
informed  by  him  that  it  was  determined  to  fall  back  again  to  the  most 
defensible  point  between  Meadow  Bluff'  and  Lewisburg ;  he  would  put 
his  column  in  motion  at  once,  and  I  would  hold  my  command  in  readi- 
ness to  bring  up  the  rear. 

On  the  18th  he  inquired  why  I  had  not  obeyed  his  order  to  fall  back. 
On  the  same  day,  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  replied  that  I  had  obeyed  his 
order  to  the  letter;  that  I  had  held  my  command  in  readiness  to  bring 
up  his  rear ;  that  I  considered  the  almost  impregnable  position  I  then 
occupied  as  essential  to  protect  his  rear,  and  that  neither  the  condi- 
tion of  the  roads  nor  the  health  of  my  men  would  x>ermit  me  to  move 
them  without  great  inhumanity  to  man  and  beast.  In  the  next  place, 
by  moving  back  I  would  lose  the  command  of  Bowyer's  Ferry  and  the 
old  State  road.  I  respectfully  requested  permission  to  remain  where  I 
was,  as  best  obeying  his  orders.  I  refer  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  the  report  of  my  quartermaster,  F.  D.  Cleary,  to  my 
letter  of  September  18,  addressed  to  General  Floyd,  and  to  his  of  the 
19th  September  to  me,  respecting  wagons  and  transportation,  and  to 
my  letter  to  General  Floyd  of  September  19, 11.30  o'clock  ]}.  m.,  about 
the  policy  of  falling  back. 

On  September  19,  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  notified  General  Floyd  of  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  upon  my  position.  He  replied  by  his  letter 
from  Meadow  Bluff,  dated  September  19.  I  replied  by  my  letter  of 
September  19,  9.45  a.  m.  The  only  reply  that  I  received  fi-om  him 
was  his  letter  of  September  22,  ordering  me  to  send  him  a  piece  of 
artillery,  a  10-pounder  gun  manufactured  on  the  Kanawha ;  this  was 
instead  of  re-enforcements.  I  answered  this  call  for  the  gun  on  Sep- 
tember 23d ;  and  that  is  the  last  letter  which  I  have  been  obliged  to 
write  to  General  Floyd. 

On  the  21st  of  September  General  Lee  addressed  me  a  letter  from 
the  camp  at  Meadow  Bluff.  I  replied  to  this  on  the  21st,  at  5  o'clock 
]).  m.  (referring  to  his  seeming  reprimand  of  my  failure  to  be  united 
with  General  Floyd  at  Meadow  Bluff),  that  I  considered  my  force 
already  united  with  General  Floyd  for  the  most  effectual  cooperation ; 
and  I  gave  my  reasons  for  his  examining  my  position  and  determining 
between  that  and  General  Floyd's.  He  visited  my  camp,  examined 
the  ground,  announced  no  conclusions  upon  the  subject,  but  returned 
to  General  Floyd's  camp. 

On  September  23  Major  Tyler,  under  my  instructions,  addressed  to 
General  Lee  two  communications,  announcing  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  On  the  same  day  General  Lee  addressed  to  me  his  letter  of 
the  23d.  On  the  same  day  I  replied,  announcing  to  him  that  the  enemy 
wei*e  in  strong  force  on  top  of  Big  Sewell.    On  the  24th  he  addressed 
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me  again.  That  day  I  advised  him  that  the  enemy  were  advancing 
upon  me  fh>m  Big  Sewell,  and  at  7.30  o'clock  a.  m.  I  again  addressed 
him  in  writing.  On  the  same  day  he  arrived  at  my  iKMsition  with  a  re- 
enforcement  of  fonr  regiments.  My  advance  guard  had  met  that  of 
the  enemy  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday.  By  this  time  the 
enemy  had  received  re-enforcements  swelling  their  numbers  probably  to 
more  than  6,000,  and  their  scouts  pushed  dose  to  our  lines,  occasioning 
frequent  shaop  skirmishes,  in  all  of  which  our  men  and  offlcera  acquitted 
themselves  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Indeed,  from  the  time  that  I  first 
marched  under  General  Floyd's  orders  until  the  moment  of  my  recall 
my  command  wa^  engaged,  almost  without  intermission,  in  constant 
slurmishes,  severely  testing  their  courage,  coolness,  and  endurance, 
and  tending  in  a  great  degree  to  restrain  the  advance,  embarrass  the 
movements,  and  prevent  the  concentration  of  the  enemy's  forces.  I  am 
proud  to  say  that  every  instance  of  attack  and  defense  has  only  tended 
to  increase  my  confidence  in  t^eir  efiLciency. 

At  about  4.30  o^clock  p.  m.  September  25  I  received,  while  under 
fire  on  the  field,  the  President's  order  to  leave  my  command,  transfer  it 
to  General  Floyd,  and  to  report  at  Bichmond  with  the  least  delay. 
After  a  moment's  reflection,  at  6  o'clock  I  addressed  to  General  Lee  my 
last  letter  to  him,  received  his  counsel,  indorsed  upon  my  note,  advis- 
ing me  to  obey  the  order  with  the  least  delay,  and  I  left  the  camp 
immediately — took  time  only  to  pack  my  baggage — started  the  next 
morning,  and  did  not  stop  until  I  arrived  at  Bichmond. 

I  have  now  made  as  full  and  detailed  a  report  as  it  is  possible  for  me 
to  make  in  my  present  prostrated  state  of  health.  To  recapitulate, 
then :  In  reply  to  General  Floyd's  report  of  September  12,  of  which  he 
gave  me  no  notice  when  he  sent  it  to  the  Department,  I  aver  that  I 
did  not  fail  to  render  him  the  best  assistance  in  my  power;  that  I 
defended  his  rear  on  this  side  of  Camifix  Ferry ;  that  had  I  obeyed  his 
order  and  crossed  the  ferry,  neither  man  nor  beast  of  his  command  or 
mine  would  have  escaped  capture,  wounds,  imprisonment,  or  death. 
I  aver  the  fact  that  he  did  not  succeed  so  well  in  the  construction  of 
his  temporary  breastworks  as  he  did  in  my  defense  of  his  rear.  1  aver 
that  his  intrenchment  was  not  worthy  of  any  command,  either  in  site 
or  construction,  and  that  his  facilities  for  retreat  were  wholly  neglecte<l 
and  inadequate;  that  wantonly  and  unnecessarily  he  lost  a  large 
amount  of  public  property,  and  would  have  lost  all  his  artillery  but 
for  the  good  conduct  and  courage  of  Colonel  Tompkins.  I  aver  that 
if  he  ought  to  have  crossed  that  ferry  and  remained  in  those  intrench- 
ments  one  hour  to  await  the  approach  of  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  fight  the  enemy  for  three  hours  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man 
killed,  he  ought  to  have  awaited  another  attack  tiie  next  day  and  the 
re-enforcements  that  were  marching  to  his  relief.  He  estimates  the 
enemy's  force  at  between  eight  and  nine  thousand,  when  they  were  not 
more  than  6,000.  Upon  the  close  of  the  contest  at  night  it  was  not, 
as  he  says  it  was,  a  mere  question  of  time — it  was  imi)08sible  for  him 
to  discover  whether  it  was  a  question  of  time  merely — when  he  should 
he  compelled  to  yield  to  the  superiority  of  numbers.  He  had  had  plenty 
of  time  to  have  constructed  his  ferry  and  amply  sufficient  breastworks. 
He  says,  therefore,  that  he  determined  at  once  to  i*ecross  the  Gauley 
Hirer  and  take  position  on  the  left  bank,  which  he  says  he  accom- 
plished without  the  loss  of  a  gun  or  any  accident  whatever.  I  aver 
that  if  he  took  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Gauley  he  did  not  hold 
it,  and  ultimately — almost  immediately — be  left  the  left  bank  of  the 
Gauley  totally  unprotected.    Whetherhe  lost  a  gun  or  not  is  yet  to  be 
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ascertained.  It  is  certainly  credibly  reported  that  be  did  lose  one  cais* 
son,  30,000  ronnds  of  ammunition,  a  large  amount  of  camp  equipage  and 
clothing,  as  well  as  supplies  and  provisions,  his  own  i>ersoual  baggage 
and  arms  in  part,  and  ninety-odd  fat  cattle,  and  that  some  of  his  pickets 
were  cut  off. 

He  says  it  was  strange  that  his  loss  was  only  20  men  wounded. 
It  is  stranger  still  that  he  should  have  retreated  with  so  few  men 
wounded  and  none  killed.  His  men  behaved  with  decided  gallantry, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  would  proudly  have  stood  the  brunt  of  another 
day's  contest.  If  he  had  crippled  the  enemy  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  were  in  no  condition  to  molest  him  in  his  passage  across  the  river, 
he  might  well  have  stood  the  brunt  of  their  crippled  forces  in  one  more 
bout.  Nothing  but  extreme  ignorance  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  and 
of  the  topography  of  the  couutry  could  have  engendered  the  belief 
that  he  could  have  beaten  the  enemy  and  marched  directly  to  the  val- 
ley of  the  Kanawha  if  he  had  been  re-enforced  before  the  close  of  the 
second  day's  conflict  by  General  Wise's  column  and  the  North  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia  regiments.  General  Wise's  column  and  the  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia  regiments  were  moving  up  under  his  orders. 
W^hy  did  he  not  await  a  second  day's  conflict  with  the  enem^' !  The 
necessity  for  his  recrossing  the  river  is  not  made  plain,  but  contra- 
dicted by  his  own  statement.  He  says  he  is  confident  that  if  he  could 
have  commanded  the  services  of  5,000  men  instead  of  1,SQ0,  he  conld 
have  opened  the  road  directly  into  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha.  Liet 
me  say  that  General  Floyd  is  more  etflcient  in  commanding  a  force 
of  1,800  than  one  of  5.000  men.  According  to  my  estimate  he  had 
more  than  1,800;  he  had  2,400  men;  and  as  to  opening  the  road  di- 
rectly into  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha,  that  road  is  open  already  in  a 
dozen  places  to  any  force,  great  or  small.  My  cavalry,  240  strong  only, 
had  opened  a  road  into  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha  within  12  miles  of 
Charleston,  killing  as  many  of  the  enemy  as  General  Floyd's  whole  force 
did  at  Carniflx,  and  this  on  the  12th  September,  the  very  date  of  Gen- 
eral Floyd's  report.  At  any  time  that  General  Floyd  will  attempt  to 
enter  the  Kanawha  Valley  in  the  way  that  he  proposed — by  Twenty 
Mile,  Bell's,  and  Hughes'  Creeks,  or  by  Gauley  Bridge— General  Rose- 
crans,  if  permitted,  will  ox>en  the  road  for  him  to  enter  it.    He  says : 

This  close  correspoudence  shows  distinctly  enough  the  urgent  necessity  of  so  8h.ap- 
ing  the  command  in  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha  oa  to  insnre  in  the  fntnro  that  unity 
of  action  upon  which  alone  can  rest  any  hope  of  success  in  military  matters. 

I  aver  that  the  .hope  of  success  in«  military  matters  ought  not  to  rest 
on  the  command  of  General  Floyd.  I  am  not  content  that  my  com- 
mand shall  be  transferred  to  him.  I  will  confidently  abide  by  my  cor- 
respondence with  him  to  show  who  ought  to  be  the  commander.  If 
called  npon  to  give  advice  to  my  superiors,  I  would  say  General  Floyd 
ought  to  be  confined  in  his  command  to  the  Kentucky  border,  under 
some  able  superior,  and  that  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Kanawha  ought  to  be  given  to  Col.  C.  Q.  Tompkins,  who  is  a  soldier  by 
education  and  natural  qualifications,  a  gentleman,  and  a  man  who  has 
an  important  stake  in  the  country  where  he  commands.  He  ought  to 
be  promoted  to  that  command,  with  the  rank  of  brigadier-general;  and 
my  Legion  ought  to  be  transferred  to  my  immediate  command  some- 
where in  the  East,  leaving  in  the  West  such  companies  as  prefer  to 
remain  there,  and  allowing  me  the  privilege  to  supply  their  place. 

Whenever  General  Floyd  shall  think  proper  to  take  any  other  or 
further  notice  of  these  transactions,  I  will,  if  I  think  proper,  take  fur- 
ther notice  of  him.    It  is  not  so  certain  that  the  reasons  which  have  in- 
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dnced  him  to  take  the  course  which  he  has  will  be  correctly  aoderstooil 
either  by  the  President  or  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  General  Floyd 
selected  no  strong  point  in  the  mountain  passes.  On  the  contrary,  he 
fell  back  firom  the  moontaina,  dug  a  ditch  in  a  meadow  marsh  covered 
bj  every  hill  around,  and  the  breastworks  of  which  the  first  rain  cov- 
ered over  with  a  swelling  flood.  He  cannot  fight  a  snperior  force  in 
any  intrenchments  that  he  has  selected  or  constructed.  General  Lee 
is  DOW  in  command,  and  his  counsel  had  better  be  taken  as  to  what 
policy  ought  to  be  pursued.  I  only  ask  that,  if  these  explanations  are 
not  sufficient,  I  may  have  the  opportunities  of  defense.  If  they  are 
sufficient,  I  ask  that  my  command  may  be  transferred  back  to  me,  and 
that  we  be  separated  fiom  the  command  of  General  Floyd.  I  refer  to 
the  accompanying  charts  of  my  positions  at  Camp  Defiance  and  at 
Dogwoiod  and  to  the  map  elucidating  my  explanations.*  I  beg  that, 
besides  favoring  this  with  your  own  attention,  you  will  do  nie  the  kind- 
ness to  bring  this  report  and  accompanying  papers  without  delay  to 
tbe  immediate  notice  of  the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigiidier-OeneraL 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 


SEFTEIQEB  10,  1881.— Skirmish  near  Lewinsville,  Va. 

RKFORXS. 

Xo.  1. — Capt.  David  Ireland,  Seven ty-niuth  New  York  Infantry. 
Xo.  2.— Capt.  Elisha  C.  Hibbard,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Xo.  1. 

Report  of  Capt,  David  Ireland^  Seventy-ninth  Xeio  York  Infantry, 

Hdqrs.  Seventy-ninth  Kegiment  New  York, 

Camp  Advance^  Fw.,  September  10,  18C1. 

SiB:  In  accordance  with  the  following  instructions  from  the  briga- 
dier-general commanding. 

Yon  will  assnme  command  of  the  exjiedition  which  leaves  yonr  present  camp  at  1.30 
a.  m.  to-morrow  morning.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  this 
post  that  yon  f>lace  yonr  men  in  ambush  at  Rash's  (at  or  near  where  tho  road  from 
Langley  to  Falls  (.'liurch  cr«)s8e8  Pimctt  Rnn)  a  little  before  daylight  to-morrow,  to 
co-opeiato  with  another  column  whioh  will  cross  the  roail  between  you  and  Lewins- 
yille.  Yon  will  place 75  men  in  good  position  as  dose;  to  the  roa<l  as  passible,  leaving 
75  men  in  reserve  a  short  distance  in  1  lie  reiir.  Your  duty  then  will  be  to  disable  any 
Iwdiesof  the  enemy's  cavalry  or  artillery  which  may  pass  that  way.  If  artillery,  let 
tbe  fire  of  yonr  men  Ik»  «lestrnctive  to  the  horses  and  afterwards  npon  tho  men  who 
man  the  pieces.  Should  yon  be  attacked  by  snperior  nnmbers  yon  will  fall  back, 
making  as  obstinate  resistance  as  possible.  Do  not  leave  yonr  cover  in  the  woods 
under  any  circumstances.  You  will  hold  your  position,  if  possible,  for  one  hour  aft4?r 
tlajlight.  Guides  will  be  furnished  yon.  Seo  that  the  men  of  yonr  command  have  no 
caps  upon  their  gnns  nntil  yon  get  into  position.  If  you  find  scouts  or  pickets  of  the 
raemy,  either  capture  them  or  destroy  them  by  a  bayonet  charge.  Be  careful  to  create 
uoalann  by  firing  before  you  are  in  position.  Should  yon  hear  firing  ux)on  your  right, 
?oa  will  harry  forwaixl  and  occupy  your  x^osition  as  soon  as  you  can. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  with  a  detail  of  IGO  officers,  non-com- 
uiissioned  officers,  and  privates,  ordered  for  that  purpose  by  Colonel 
Stevens,  commanding  the  regiment,  and  placed  under  my  command,  I 

•  Not  found. 
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left  camp  at  1  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  the  place  designated 
through  various  by-paths,  without  "disturbing  the  enemy's  pickets,  and 
arriv^  there  at  daybreak.  The  command  was  divided  into  two  wingrs, 
to  guard  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Soon  after  the  men  had  been 
posted  firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Lewinsville,  and  a  body  of 
cavalry  came  from  the  direction  of  Falls  Church,  and  when  endeavoring 
to  pass  where  we  were  posted  our  men  were  ordered  to  fire,  which  they 
did,  causing  the  enemy  to  retreat.  Previous  to  their  retreating,  which 
was  caused  by  a  well-directed  fire  from  the  left  wing,  under  command 
of  Capt.  John  Falconer,  the  enemy  fired  on  us,  killing  one  private,  John 
Dowee,  of  the  eighth  company.  At  the  same  time  the  right  wing  cai)- 
tured  a  prisoner  who  was  wounded,  and  who  had  on,  when  captured,  a 
major's  shoulder-straps.  His  name  is  Hobbs,  of  Colonel  Stuart's  regi- 
ment of  cavalry. 

Having  successfully  accomplished  the  mission  we  were  ordered  on, 
viz,  preventing  the  pickets  at  Lewinsville  being  re-enforced  and  the 
enemy  having  retreated  and  the  alarih  being  sounded  in  all  theenemy^s 
camps  in  the  neighborhood,  we  left  our  position  and  arrived  in  camx> 
by  way  of  Langley  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.  The  lowest  estimate  of  the 
enemy's  loss  is  four  killed,  two  wounded,  and  one  prisoner.  Much  of  the 
success  of  this  expedition  is  owing  to  the  exertions  of  our  guide,  Mr. 
Sage.  Lieut.  Alexander  Graham,  of  the  eighth  company,  was  conspicu- 
ous for  his  coolness  and  bravery  during  the  engagement  Mr.  Hazard 
Stevens  (volunteer)  distinguished  himself  in  Ihis  expedition  by  his  use- 
fulness and  bravery  during  the  engagement,  and  with  these  remarks  I 
beg  to  submit  the  above  report. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  IRELAND, 
Captain^  Seventy-ninth  Regime»it, 

Col.  IsAAo  I.  Stevens, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General  Smithes  Brigade. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Capt.  Elisha  C.  Hibhardy  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

Camp  Advance,  September  10, 1801. 

Sib  :  The  detachment  from  the  Fifth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Yolun- 
teers,  consisting  of  Company  B,  Lieutenant  Oliver  commanding.  Com- 
pany C,  Captain  Bereus,  and  Comi)any  G,  Captain  Bugh,  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Lewinsville,  and  there  capture  or  break  up  a  body  of  the 
enemy  known  to  be  there,  left  camp  i)recisely  at  1 1  o'clock,  under  the 
guidance  of  Captain  Mott  After  having  passed  our  advanced  picket 
this  side  of  Langley,  I  ordered  a  sergeant  and  8  men  to  advance 
100  >^^rds  ahead,  divided  each  side  of  the  road.  Taking  the  road  to 
the  right  of  Langley,  we  pressed  forward  in  perfect  silcuce  and  onler 
through  Commodore  Jones'  property  into  a  field  beyond,  where  we  lay 
until  daylight.  About  4.30  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  left  the  field, 
passing  through  an  open  plot  of  ground  into  a  corn  Held  which  lay  just 
in  rear  of  Lewinsville.  The  scout  was  sent  forward,  and  on  his  return 
reported  a  portion  of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  cavalry,  picketed  there. 

I  took  50  men  of  Company  B,  and  passing  across  the  road  running 
south,  tried  to  gain  the  west  road;  but  while  so  doing  the  alarm  was 
given  by  two  of  the  pickets.  I  immediately  ordered  the  company  bock 
into  the  road,  aud  ordered  them  to  lire  and  charge.    Company  C,  Captain 
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Berens,  took  position  across  the  road  in  rear  of  Company  B ;  Company 
G,  Captain  Bngh,  having  deployed  by  the  flank  behind  the  fence  neai 
our  old  position.  Company  B  fired  and  charged  down  the  road,  woand- 
ing,  it  is  supposed,  2  men^  killing  1  horse,  capturing  2.  and  1  of  the 
rebels. '  Wc  divided  and  pursued  a  portion  towards  Falls  Church  and 
the  wounded  towards  Vienna,  but  they  escai)ed  through  a  corn  field  and 
wood,  and  we  fell  back  on  our  reserve. 

Having  heard  firing  of  musketry  on. the  Falls  Church  road,  forming  by 
platoon  in  close  column,  with  the  prisoner  and  horses,  we  advanced 
towards  Langley,  and  soon  fell  in  with  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck's  gun 
aud  a  detachment  of  iufantry,  who  brought  up  our  rear.  We  reached 
camp  at  8  o'clock,  having  marched  all  of  20  miles.  I  should  judge 
there  were  10  cavalry  in  the  squad.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  splendid 
maDagement  of  Captain  Mott,  assisted  by  his  own  men  and  the  scout, 
the  whole  exi)edition  would  have  proved  a  failure.  Captains  Bereus 
and  Hugh,  and  liieutenauts  Oliver,  Boss,  and  Strong,  together  with  the 
men,  couducted  themselves  with  coolness  and  judgment. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  C.  HIBBARD, 
Captain  Company  By  Commanding  Detachment 

Brigadier-Greperal  Smith,  Commanding. 


SEPTEKBEB  11, 1861 — ^Umon  reconnausance  from  Chain  Bridge  to  Low- 

inayille,  Va.,  and  action  at  that  plaoe. 

REPORTS.  KXC. 

N'n.  1.— Mag.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army,  with  letter  restoring  the  colors 
of  the  Seventy-ninth  Kew  York  Infantry. 

No.  2.--Brig.  Gen.  William  P.  Smith,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  3.— Col.  Isaac  L  Stevens,  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  commanding  ex- 
pedition. 

No.  4.— Lient.  Orlando  M.  Poe,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Ne.  5.-^ol.  Solomon  Meredith,  Nineteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  6.~Lient.  Col.  Alexander  Shaler,  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  7.— €apt.  David  Ireland,  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  a—Lient.  Samuel  K.  Elliott,  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

No.  9.— LicQt.  Col.  George  J.  Stannard,  Second  Yennont  Infantry. 

No.  IO.-C0I.  Breed  N.  Hyde,  Third  Vermont  Infantry. 

No.  II.— Capt.  Thaddens  P.  Mott,  Third  New  York  Battery. 

No.  12.-Capt.  Charles  Griffin,  Fifth  U.  S.  Artillery. 

No.  13.~Lieut.  William  McLean,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

No.  14.— William  Borrowe,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp. 

No.  15.— General  Joseph  E,  Johnston,  C.  S.  Army,  with  congratulatory  orders. 

No.  16.— Brig.  Gen.  James  Longstreet,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  17.— CoL  James  E.  B.  Stuart,  First  Virginia  Cavalry. 

1^0.  1. 

Report  of  Maj.  Oen.  George  B.  3lcCleUan,  U.  8.  Army^  Kith  letter  restor- 
ing the  colors  of  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

Smith's  IIeadquaetees,  neae  Chain  Beidge, 

September  11, 1861. 
General  Smith  made  reconnaissaDce  with  2,000  men  to  Lewinsville; 
remained  several  hours,  and  completed  examination  of  the  ground. 
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When  work  was  completed  and  the  command  had  started  back,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  with  shell,  killing  2  and  wounding  3.  Griffin's  bat- 
tery silenced  the  enemy's  battery.  Our  men  came  back  in  perfect  order 
and  excellent  spirits.  They  behaved  most  admirably  under  fire.  We 
shall  have  no  more  Bull  Bun  affairs. 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 

Major-Oeneralf  Commanding, 

General  Winfield  Scott. 


Headquabtebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Wcishingtonj  September  14, 1861, 

General  William  F.  Smith,  Chain  Bridge  : 

The  colors  of  the  New  York  Seventy-ninth  will  be  sent  to  you  to- 
morrow. Please  return  them  to  the  regiment,  with  the  remark  that 
they  have  shown  by  their  conduct  in  the  reconnaissance  of  the  lltb 
instant  that  they  are  worthy  to  carry  the  banner  into  action,  and  the 
(commanding  general  is  confident  they  will  always  in  future  sustain  and 
confirm  him  in  the  favorable  opinion  he  has  formed  of  them.* 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

JJajor- General,  Commanding, 


No.  2. 
Report  of  Brig.  Gen,  William  F.  Smith,  Z7.  S.  Army. 

Headquabtebs  Camp  Advance,  Septefnber  13, 1861. 

Captain:  I  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Colonel  Stevens,  com- 
manding the  escort  of  Lieutenant  Poe  (also  the  latter's  report  and 
(sketch),  during  the  reconnaissance  of  the  11th  instant  I  heard  the 
firing  from  camp,  and  proceeded  to  take  command,  after  leaving  verbal 
instructions  for  such  troops  as  could  be  spared  from  here  to  follow  me. 
On  the  way  out  I  met  Captain  Mott,  with  a  section  of  his  battery, 
practicing  his  horses  on  the  road,  and  gave  him  an  order  to  follow, 
which  he  and  his  men  obeyed  with  alacrity.  On  arriving  on  the  field 
I  found  the  command  retreating  in  good  onler,  the  men  in  good  spirits, 
and  professing  themselves  resuiy  for  anything.  After  I  arrived  Cap- 
tain Griffin  had  two  sections  of  his  battery  in  use  for  a  little  while,  but 
his  fire  was  not  replied  to.  Captain  Mott  used  his  section'in  two  posi- 
tions for  a  few  rounds.  The  dead  and  wounded  were  all  brought  in, 
but  a  lieutenant  and  2  men  of  the  Nineteenth  Indiana  had  wandered 
from  their  proper  places  and  were  captured. 

A  man  who  has  come  in  through  the  lines  informs  me  that  he  heard 
the  Confederate  troops  say  they  lost  4  men  killed  and  several  horses. 
I  give  the  report  for  what  it  is  worth.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  strong 
forces  had  been  brought  from  Flint  Hill  and  Falls  Church,  and  that  a 
hope  existed  of  causing  our  troops  to  attack.  A  fair  opportunity  was 
given  them  to  attack  us  even  while  retreating,  which  was  done  without 
hurry  and  with  great  deliberation,  but  their  artillery  firing  was  stopped, 
and  only  glimpses  were  caught  of  their  cavalry  and  infantry,  and  no 
disposition  was  evinced  to  come  within  range  of  our  guns. 

*  Seo  Colbum  to  A.  Porter,  Augaat  14,  lb61,  in  "  Correspondence,  etc.,"  po8t. 
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The  infantry  of  oar  command  bore  the  artillery  fire  of  the  enemy 
withont  a  chance  to  reply,  and  but  three  or  four  muskets  were  fired 
from  our  side. 

Colonel  Stevens'  report  will  show  you  that  great  confidence  may  be 
placed  in  the  troops  who  were  with  him,  and  that  neither  my  presence 
nor  that  of  the  re-enforcements  I  ordered  were  necessary  to  bring  to  a 
saccessful  termination  the  objects  of  the  expedition. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Capt.  A.  V.  GoLBUBN,  Asst  Adjt  Oen.,  Washington, 


No.  3. 


fiejN>rt  of  Col.  Isaac  L  Stevens^  Seventy-ninth  yew  York  Infantry,  cam- 

manding  expedition. 

Camp  Advance,  Va.,  September  13,  1861. 

Sib  :  In  command  of  a  force  consisting  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Regi- 
ment New  York  State  Militia ;  four  companies  of  the  First  Regiment 
U.  S.  Chasseurs,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shaler  commanding;  two  com- 
panies of  the  Third  Vermont  Regiment,  LieuteDant-Colonel  Stannanl ; 
fije  complies  of  the  Nineteenth  Indiana,  Colonel  Meredith ;  four  guns 
of  GriflSn's  battery.  Captain  Griffin ;  a  detachment  of  60  regular  cav- 
alry, Lieutenant  McLean  commanding,  and  one  of  40  volunteer  cav- 
ahy,  Captain  Robinson  commanding,  constituting  an  aggregate  force  of 
about  1,800  men,  I  started  from  your  headquarters  on  the  11th  instant, 
about  7.30  o^clock,  with  instructions  to  cover  and  protect  a  reconnais- 
sance of  the  village  of  Lewinsville  and  vicinity,  to  determine  all  the 
facts  that  would  be  required  for  its  permanent  occupation  and  defense. 
In  execution  of  this  duty  I  proceeded  quietly  and  steadily  with  my  com- 
mand, throwing  out  skirmishers  in  advance,  and  exploring  the  ground 
on  both  flanks  to  the  distance  of  a  mile,  entered  the  village  about  10 
o^dock,  and  examined  in  person  the  several  approaches  to  it.  At 
Langley  I  sent  forward  twenty  of  Robinson's  cavalry,  under  command 
of  Lieutenant  [Seal]  on  the  road  toLeesburg,  and  to  proceed  to  Lewins- 
ville by  a  cross-road.  This  duty  he  performed,  and  reported  that,  judg- 
ing from  the  appearance  of  the  road,  a  force  of  from  100  to  :i00  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  had  occupied  it  on  the  i^receding  night. 

There  are  five  roads  which  concentrate  at  Lewinsville — one  on  which 
we  approached,  a  second  coming  from  the  north  and  connecting  the 
pike  from  camp  to  Leesburg  with  the  village,  a  third  coming  from  Falls 
Chnrch  on  the  south,  a  fourth  coming  from  Vienna  on  the  west,  the 
fonp  making  the  cross-roads  of  the  village,  and  a  fifth  road  about  par- 
allel to  and  southward  of  the  Vienna  road,  known  as  the  new  road  to 
Vienna,  and  having  its  junction  with  the  road  to  Falls  Church  about 
SOO  yanls  from  the  village.  I  caused  to  be  placed  in  position  to  cover 
tbe  reconnaissance  the  guns  of  Griffin's  battery,  with  i)roper  infantry 
supports  and  with  skirmishers  well  thrown  out  on  all  the  assailable 
points.  One  gun  was  placed  on  a  commanding  point  west  of  the  road 
leading  to  the  Leesburg  pike  on  the  north,  supported  by  the  Nineteenth 
Indiatia,  disposed  as  skirmishers  and  in  reserve.  A  second  gun  was 
placed  on  a  commanding  point  on  the  road  leading  directly  from  the 
cross-roads  of  the  village  to  Vienna,  and  controlling  also  the  approaches 
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on  the  new  road  to  Vienna  and  the  intervening  country.  A  third  gun 
was  placed  on  the  road  leading  directly  to  Falls  Church,  and  the  fourth 
was  held  in  reserve.  The  approaches  on  the  two  roads  from  Vienna 
and  the  road  from  Falls  Church  were  covered  by  skirmishers  from  the 
Vermont  Third  and  oue  company  of  the  Indiana  Nineteenth,  besides 
which  a  heavy  body  of  skirmishers  was  placed  in  the  wood  between  the 
i*oad  to  Falls  Church  and  the  New  road  to  Vienna,  as  well  as  in  the 
road  eastward  to  our  rear  aud  northward  to  the  road  running  north. 
In  fact,  the  whole  position  for  more  than  a  mile  was  thoroughly  envel- 
oped and  watched  by  skirmishers,  who  were  well  thrown  out  to  the 
number  of  some  500  men.  The  two  companies  of  the  Vermont  Second 
were  specially  held  as  a  central  reserve  to  GriflBu's  battery.  The  Chas- 
seurs and  Highlanders  were  halted  about  one-third  of  a  mile  from 
the  village,  and  a  heavy  body  of  the  latter  were  thrown  out  as  skir- 
mishers to  cover  the  country  towards  Falls  Church,  and  they  were 
actually  extended  to  the  road  leading  directly  from  Lewinsville  to  Falls 
Church,  and  made  a  perfect  connection  with  the  pickets  in  that  quarter. 

These  dispositions  were  early  made,  and  the  reconnaissance  of  the 
position  went  on  entirely  uninterrupted.  I  was  most  vigilant  in  seeing 
that  the  approaches  were  well  watched,  and  was  ably  seconded  by  all 
the  commanders.  Single  individuals  and  small  bodies  of  men  were 
seen  to  be  observing  us  at  safe  distances.  A  picket  of  50  cavalry  was 
driven  in  by  Lieutenant  McLean,  of  the  regular  cavalry.  All  the 
information  possible  was  gained  as  to  the  position  of  the  enemy.  The 
reconnaissance  was  completed  about  2.15  o^clock.  The  skirmishers  were 
now  recalled,  and  the  order  was  given  to  form  the«column  for  a  return 
to  Camp  Advance. 

It  will  be  well  here  to  mention  that  early  notice  was  given  to  each 
body  of  skirmishers,  through  a  commissioned  officer,  that  they  must  be 
ready  to  obey  promptly  the  recall  which  would  be  given  when  the 
reconnaissance  was  finished.  The  skirmishers,  however,  thrown  out 
from  the  regiment  of  Highlanders  towards  Falls  Church  were  not 
recalled  till  time  enough  had  elapsed  to  collect  and  bring  in  the  skir- 
mishers covering  the  approach  on  the  other  roads.  They  were  con- 
sidered by  me  to  occupy  the  critical  point  of  the  position,  and  I  had 
given  great  attention  to  impress  vigilauce  upon  the  skirmishers  in  ^at 
quarter.  Considerable  delay  occurred  in  collecting  the  skirmishers 
thrown  forward  in  the  new  road  to  Vienna  and  advanced  into  the  wood 
between  that  road  aud  the  road  to  Falls  Church.  Indeed,  skirmishers 
from  the  Indiana  regiment,  seeing  the  approach  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
allowed  themselves  to  be  drawn  forward  to  Hre  at  them,  and  forgot  their 
office  of  sending  back  information  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Three 
men  of  this  body — Lieutenant  Hancock,  Sergeant  Goodwin,  and  Private 
Hubbell — wei^  surrounded  and  cut  off. 

Some  forty  minutes  elapsed  between  sounding  the  recall  and  getting 
together  those  skirmishers.  In  the  mean  time  some  progress  was  made 
in  withdrawing  the  skirmishers  covenng  the  approach  through  the 
open  glade  extending  from  the  Falls  Church  road  to  our  rear,  when 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  crept  up,  fired  upon  the  pickets  of  the  High- 
landers, still  near  Gilbert's  house,  planted  a  battery,  and  opened  its 
fii'e  upon  our  rear.  Simultaneously  another  body  of  their  skirmishers 
advanced  from  the  new  Vienna  road  through  the  woods,  which  we  had 
watched  all  day,  and  fired  upon  our  withdrawing  skirmishers  in  the 
village.  At  this  juncture  aU  the  commands  were  formed,  nearly  all 
the  skirmishers  had  fallen  in,  and  each  command  was  about  taking  its 
X)lace  in  column. 
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Immediately  on  the  opening  of  the  enemy's  fire  from  the  position 
occupied  by  the  skinnishers  of  the  Highlanders,  I  ordered  Captain 
Griffin  to  advance  a  section  of  his  battery  as  soon  as  possible,  place  it 
in  position,  and  open  fire  upon  the  enemy.  I  sent  Lieutenant  Poe,  of 
the  Topographical  Engineers,  and  Lieutenant  Borrowe,  of  Griffin's 
battery,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  protect  the  rear,  and 
went  in  person  to  the  point  immediately  threatimedby  the  enemy  and 
upon  which  he  had  opened  his  artillery.  Our  troops  were  in  fine 
spirits,  and  obeyed  their  orders  with  alacrity.  ^lean  while  the  whole 
command  was  withdrawn  from  tlie  village  in  perfect  order,  although 
exi)os^  to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery,  and  placed  in  suitable  position 
either  to  continue  the  march  to  Camx)  Advance,  which  the  firing  of  the 
enemy  had  intermpted,  or  to  advance  upon  and  attack  him  in  the  event 
of  his  ofiiering  battle,  or  to  receive  in  good  order  his  attack,  according 
to  cireumstances.  Griffin's  battery  fired  with  great  spirit  and  rapidity, 
and  soon  both  silenced  the  enemy's  guns  and  <lrove  his  infantry  from 
their  position.  Moving  to  the  head  of  the  column,  I  had  indicated 
new  positions  for  the  two  sections  of  Griffin's  battery — one  at  Cook's 
place,  the  other  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  roail— ^nd  had  given  the 
necessary  orders,  the  position  being  an  admirable  battle-field  for  the 
command,  when  you  arrived  upon  the  ground  anB  assumed  command. 
I  now  assumed  command  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Ilegiment,  which  had 
up  to  this  time  been  acting  with  the  Chasseurs,  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shaler,  and  placed  it  as  a  support  to 
the  battery  of  Captain  Mott,  just  stationed  at  Cook's  place.  On  Mott's 
change  of  position  to  the  hill  on  the  other  side  of  the  road,  I  stationed 
the  Highlanders  in  the  road,  and  remained  there  till  it  was  with- 
drawn, when  the  Highlanders  became  the  rear  guard  of  the  column. 
I  was  then  directed  by  you  to  cross  into  the  fields  to  the  right,  and 
make  for  a  cross-road  which  led  from  Falls  Church  to  Laugley,  and  in 
which  it  was  feared  the  enemy  might  advance  to  annoy  our  Bank.  This 
daty  was  executed  by  the  Highlanders  in  most  excellent  spirit  and 
most  of  tJie  time  on  the  double-quick.  No  enemy  was  found  in  the 
cross-road.  The  Seventy-ninth  was  then  marched  to  your  headquarters 
and  thence  conducted  to  the  camp  with  the  Chasseurs,  both  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shaler,  as  they  were  marched  out. 

The  sports  from  commanders  accomi>anying  this  will  best  explain 
the  details  of  the  affair.  The  steadiness  and  good  conduct  of  the  troops 
under  fire  and  throughout  the  day  were  most  gratifying,  and  is  an 
earnest  of  the  good  service  their  country  has  to  expect  from  them. 
Every  order  was  obeyed  with  alacrity.  There  was  no  flinching  from  fire. 
I  felt  throughout  the  day  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  the  troops,  and 
heUeve  they  could  have  been  easily  handled  against  a  greatly  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  arrangements  of  the  pickets  and  skirmishers 
left  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  way  of  covering  the  reconnaissance.  I 
myself  served  as  an  officer  of  Engineers  in  the  second  conquest  of  Mexico, 
and  I  present  the  operations  of  the  11th  as  a  beautiful  specimen  of  a 
reconnaissance  in  presence  of  the  enemy.  The  operations  of  Lieutenant 
Poe  showed  me  that  the  Engineers  had  lost  none  of  their  ancient  skill. 
Griffin  was  most  gallant  and  prompt  in  the  conduct  of  his  battery.  I 
examined  with  him  and  Lieutenant  Poe  the  entire  position  of  Lewins- 
ville.  It  has  great  natural  advantages,  is  easily  defensible,  will  require 
but  a  small  amount  of  ordnance,  and  should  be  permanently  occupied 
without  delay. 

In  returning  my  special  thanks  to  commanders,  officers,  and  men  I 
will  be  pardoned  if  I  present  my  particular  obligations  to  Captain 
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Grittin  and  Lieutenant  Borrowe.  The  latter  acted  as  my  aide  throap^h- 
out  the  day,  made  the  reconnaissance  of  the  village  before  I  advanced 
the  troops,  and  placed  in  position  the  skirmishers  on  the  south  and 
west  of  the  village.  I  call  particular  attention  to  his  report,  herewith 
submitted.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cameron  and  Lieutenant  Poe,  of  the 
Engineers,  aiforded  me  most  valuable  assistance. 
Appended  to  this  are  the  reports  by  commanders,  &c., 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  I.  STEVENS, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

Brigadier-General  Smith, 

Commanding  Brigade^  Camp  Advance, 


:^o.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut  Orlando  M,  Poe^  JJ,  8,  Topographical  Engineers, 

Camp  Advance,  September  12, 1861. 

Sir:  By  your  direction  I  was,  a  few  minutes  after  the  enemy  com- 
menced firing  upon  our  flank,  placed  in  command  of  the  rear  gnanl  of 
the  column  led  by  yourself.  I  formed  the  battalion  of  the  Nineteenth 
Indiana  Eegiment  in  rear  of  the  section  of  llJ-pounders,  and  imme- 
diately changed  that  disposition  by  allowing  it  to  pass  them,  my  object 
being  to  use  the  guns  against  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  should,  they 
attempt  to  charge  us.  No  such  attempt  was  made.  After  passing  the 
section  of  rifled  guns  the  12-pounders  were  put  in  position,  but  not  by 
myself,  as,  General  Smith  having  arrived  upon  the  ground,  I  was  de- 
tached for  duty  under  his  immediate  direction. 

The  conduct  of  our  troops  was  good,  there  appearing  no  disposition 
to  fall  into  confusion. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  M.  POE, 
First  Lieutenant^  Topographical  Engineers, 

Col.  Isaac  L  Stevens. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Col,  Solomon  Meredith^  Nineteenth  Indiana  Infantry, 

Headquabters  Nineteenth  Indiana  Volunteers, 

Camp  Advance^  September  12, 1861. 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  y(5ur  order,  received  this  morning,  I  herewith 
submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  the  reconnoitering 
expedition  of  the  11th : 

Five  companies  of  my  command,  viz,  Company  A,  Captain  May; 
Company  D,  Captain  Jacobs;  Company  F,  Captain  Lindley;  Company 
H,  Captain  Kelly,  and  Company  I,  Lieutenant  Baird,  formed  a  part  of 
the  expedition  which  left  this  place  at  7.30  a.  m.  Nothing  special 
occurred  to  my  command  till  we  reached  Lewinsville,  5  miles  from  camp. 

One  company  (Captain  Kelly's)  was  then  left  in  reserve,  while  three 
companies  under  my  immediate  charge  were  sent  on  the  road  running 
north  towards  the  Leadingsburg  [Leesburg]  turnpike  to  support  a  section 
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of  Griffin's  battery.  I  here  threw  oat  two  parties  of  skirmishers— one  a 
half  mile  west,  one  a  half  mile  north — and  placed  the  remainder  under 
cover.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cameron  was  ordered  to  take  Company  I 
down  the  road  leading  to  Falls  Church,  with  instructions  to  deploy  them 
(IS  .skirmishers  in  a  piece  of  pine  wood  commanding  the  road  on  the  right. 

AVhen  the  8ur\'ey  was  finished  and  the  recall  sounded  I  called  in  the 
Kkumishers  first  detached  and  moved  them  with  the  piece  we  were 
protecting  down  to  the  cross-roads.  When  we  halted  temporarily, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Cameron,  discovering  that  Company  I  did  not 
return  when  recalled,  sent  a  mounted  sergeant  after  them,  and  as  he 
did  not  return  for  some  time,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cameron  followed  him- 
self and  met  them  coming  out  of  the  woods.  At  this  juncture  a  heavy 
body  of  in&ntry  opened  fire  uiK>n  them. 

I  may  here  mention  that  their  delay  was  thus  occasioned:  Lieutenant 
Hancock  and  four  men  had  left  the  line  of  skirmishers,  and  advanced 
nearly  a  half  mile  to  get  a  shot  at  two  larger  bodies  of  infantry  who 
were  discovered  deploying  down  the  side  of  a  large  hill  covered  with  tim- 
ber. After  a  sharp  firing,  by  which  a  number  of  the  enemy  were  killed, 
one  of  the  party,  Private  Hiram  Antibus,  though  hotly  pursued  and 
continually  fired  on  for  a  long  distance,  escaped  with  loss  of  shoes  and 
cartridge-box,  but  bringing  off  his  gun,  while  Lieutenant  Hancock,  Sergt. 
S.  M.  Goodwin,  and  Private  Oliver  Hubbell  were  shot  down,  being  either 
killed  or  seriously  wounded,  nor  have  they  since  been  heard  of. 

Having  formed  my  command  in  line,  while  waiting  orders  we  suffered 
fix>m  a  heavy  fire  proceeding  from  a  strip  of  timber  and  adjoining  corn 
field,  killing  Private  W.  H.  H.  Wood,  of  Company  D,  by  a  shot  through 
the  head,  and  seriously,  if  not  mortally,  wounding  Private  Asbury  Inlow, 
of  the  same  comi)any,  by  a  ball  through  the  left  cheek,  which  passed 
out  behind  the  ear.  In  resting  I  was  ordered  to  cover  the  rear  and 
protect  a  portion  of  Griffin's  battery.  Lieutenant  McLean,  with  a  com- 
])any  of  dragoons,  following  me.  Thus  we  proceeded  for  half  a  mile 
towards  camp  under  a  terrific  shower  of  shell,  causing  to  my  own 
command,  however,  no  casualty,  while  other  regiments  were  less  for- 
tunate. The  i)osition  of  the  enemy's  guns  being  ascertained,  our  guns 
weie  placed  in  battery,  and  we  with  the  rest  of  the  infantry  were  formed 
in  line,  my  command  still  covering  the  rear.  Here  a  spent  ball  from  an 
enemy  concealed  in  the  woods  wounded  in  the  foot  Private  John  Hamil- 
ton, of  Company  D.  After  a  considerable  interval,  our  batteries  having 
silenced  those  of  the  enemy  and  recalled  his  cavalry,  we  quietly  returned 
to  camp,  stiU  covenug  the  rear,  till  we  met  re-enforcements. 

My  men  were  under  fire  about  two  hours,  and  during  the  whole  of 
that  time  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry,  obeying  all 
orders  promptly  and  with  but  little  confusion,  their  chief  anxiety  seem- 
ing to  be  that  the  enemy's  infantry  might  advance  from  their  cover  or 
that  they  might  have  a  chance  to  try  their  hand  on  Stuart's  cavalry. 
Though  discrimination  seems  almost  invidious  when  all  behaved  well, 
yet  I  cannot  close  my  report  without  adverting  to  the  conduct  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Cameron,  whose  courage  and  coolness  were  conspicuous 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  affair.  While  shells  were  bursting  around 
ns  he  rode  the  lines,  giving  orders  with  an  equanimity  which  was  not 
even  disturbed  when  one  of  them  passed  so  close  that  his  horse,  sinking 
tinder  him,  with  diflQculty  recovered  the  shock. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  MEREDITH, 
Colonel  Nineteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 
Colonel  Stevens, 

Commanding  Reconnoitering  Expedition, 
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No.  0. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col,  Alexander  Skater j  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Infantry. 

Headquabtbbs  FmsT  Regiment  U.  S.  Chasbeubs, 

Camp  Advance^  Septeniiber  11,  ISGl — 8  p.  m. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  special 
orders  from  headquarters,  I  reported  myself  at  your  quarters  with  four 
companies  of  the  First  Regiment  U.  S.  Chasseurs  at  5.4o  o'clock  this 
morning,  and  was  placed  by  you  in  command  of  a  reserve  composed  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  and  the  four  companies  of  the  Chasseur 
Regiment.  Shortly  afterwards  this  reserve  was  reported  to  General 
Smith  at  his  headquarters,  and  assigned  a  xK>sition  in  the  column  to  be 
moved  towards  Lewinsville.  On  arriving  there  we  took  up  a  position 
and  threw  out  pickets  under  your  direction.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the 
recall  being  sounded,  our  pickets  returned  and  were  formed  in  line. 
The  battalion  of  Chasseurs  and  the  Seventy-ninth  were  countermarched 
by  the  right  flank  on  the  ground  they  respectively  occupied,  which 
brought  the  Seventy-ninth  in  rear.  Line  of  battle  was  formed  laced  to 
the  front,  and  while  in  this  position,  waiting  for  the  column  then  ib  rear 
to  move  forward  to  the  right,  a  deiadly  fire  of  shell  from  the  enemy's 
guns  w<is  opened  upon  us,  the  firat  bursting  in  the  road  near  the  right 
of  the  line.  This  surprise  created  as  a  matter  of  course  considerable 
excitement,  but  the  cover  furnished  by  the  fence  on  the  road-side  and 
the  coolly-exercised  authority  of  the  company  of&cers  efiectnally  pre- 
vented the  men  from  becoming  seriously  alarmed,  notwithstanding  k\ 
rapid  fire  was  continued  tor  half  an  hour  before  Griffin's  battery  could 
be  got  in  position  to  bear  on  the  enemy. 

By  your  command  the  detachment  was  moved  forward  until  met  by 
General  Smith  with  two  howitzers  of  heavy  caliber.  They  at  oncie 
took  position  on  a  prominence  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  by  j'onr 
command  the  Seventy-niilth  was  detailed  to  protect  them,  while  the 
battalion  of  Chassenrs  was  ordered  to  advance  and  protect  a  section  of 
Griffin's  battery,  which  had  taken  position  a  little  in  advance  and  on 
the  right  of  the  road.  From  this  the  battalion  was  ordered  farther 
down  the  road  to  protect  another  section,  and  again  by  General  Smith's 
command  moved  on  to  the  rear  of  a  section  stationed  at  Langley's  Tav- 
ern. The  guns  of  the  enemy  having  been  silenced,  we  were  directed  to 
proceed  homeward,  which  we  did,  as  along  the  whole  route,  in  regular 
order,  right  in  front.  We  were  joined  at  the  headquarters  of  General 
Smith  by  the  Seventy-ninth,  and  returned  to  quarters  about  5.30  p.  m. 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Seventy-ninth  while 
under  my  command  was  in  the  highest  degree  praiseworthy.  They  gave 
undoubted  evidence  of  their  bravery  and  resoluteness.  Great  credit 
is  also  due  to  the  young  and  inexperienced  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Chasseur  Battalion.  Considering  that  this  was  the  first  fire  to  which 
they  were  ever  exposed,  their  conduct  was  surprisingly  cool  and  deliber- 
ate. I  commend  them,  therefore,  to  your  favorable  notice,  in  connection 
with  the  noble  Highlanders. 

With  high  regard,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself,  your  very 
obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  SHALER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  First  Regiment  U,  8,  Chasseurs. 

Colonel  Stevens, 

Commanding  Detachment  on  Special  Service. 
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No.  7. 

Bej^rt  of  Capt  Dawid  Ireland^  Seventy-ninth  New  Yark  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Seventy-ninth  Eegiment  K  Y.  S.  M., 

Camp  Advance^  September  12, 1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  subinit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  Highlanders  whilst  forming  a  portion  of 
tlie  reserve  nnder  yoar  command  in  the  exi>edition  to  Lewinsville  and 
vicinity: 

I  joined  the  regiment  about  ^mile  beyond  Langley,  and  immediately 
assamed  command.  At  the  same  time  two  companies  were  posted  as 
skirmishers,  the  sixth,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  McNie,  and  the 
tenth,  under  Lieutenant  Elliott.  This  latter  was  posted  on  the  road 
to  Falls  Church  communicating  with  the  road  to  Lewinsville,  and  the 
left  resting  at  Gilbert's  house.  The  sixth  company  was  thrown  out  in 
advance.  After  remaining  in  that  position  until  the  object  of  the  ex- 
I)edition  was  evidently  accomplished,  the  recall  was  sounded.  When 
the  skirmishers  were  retiring  from  Gilbert's  house  they  were  fired  upon 
by  ^e  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  had  crept  up  as  our  men  retired,  also 
by  a  battery  of  artillery  that  was  posted  on  the  right  of  Gilbert's  house, 
and  which  could  not  have  been  more  than  fifteen  yards  from  them  at  the 
time  they  opened  fire,  but  which  caused  no  damage  to  our  men  at  that 
time.  The  skirmishers  then  took  position  in  line.  The  enemy's  cannon- 
ading at  this  time  was  very  severe,  both  of  shot  and  shell,  wounding 
3  of  our  men,  viz :  James  Van  Biper,  first  company,  in  the  knee ; 
James  Elliott,  second  company,  in  the  ribs ;  and  John  Colgan,  sixth 
company,  in  the  foot.  The  column  was  then  ordered  forwaivi,  the 
Highlanders  covering  the  retreat,  which  they  did  in  firm  order,  the 
men  being  cool  and  behaving  bravely.  We  were  halteil  several  times 
to  support  batteries  in  position,  and  when  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
in  the  rear  of  Captain  Cooli's  house  to  support  Mott's  battery,  Colonel 
Stevens  assumed  command.  General  Smith  taking  command  of  the  column. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  on  this  occasion  was  all  that 
could  be  desired.  They  were  cool  and  collected,  behaving  as  well  as 
if  on  parade,  and  more  like  veteran  troops  than  volunteers.  Where  all 
did  60  well  it  would  be  wrong  to  individualize. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  report  to  me  of  Lieutenant  Elliott,  in  com- 
mand of  the  skirmishers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  IRELAND, 
Captain^  Commanding  Seventy-ninth  Regiment  N,  Y,  S*  M, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Shaler, 

Commanding  Reserve^  Expedition  to  Leicinsvills* 


No.  8. 
Report  of  Lieut,  Samuel  R.  Elliott j  Seventy-ninth  New  York  Infantry. 

Camp.  Advance,  Lbpt  Wing  Seventy-ninth  Regiment, 

September  12,  1861. 

Soon  after  coming  to  a  halt  I  received  orders  to  post  a  picket  on  the 
left  flank  firom  Gilbert's  house,  right  and  left,  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  column,  in  order  to  give  warning  of  any  approach  in 
tbat  dkection.    Reserving  six  of  the  first  platoon  as  a  reserve  to  be 
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Stationed  at  the  house,  I  proceeded  to  post  the  remaiuder.  The  right 
extended  to  the  cavalry  picket  on  the  Falls  Church  road,  and  the  left 
extended  considerably  beyond  the  rear  of  the  column.  The  men, 
whenever  practicable,  were  placed  under  cover,  and  Lieutenant  Lusk 
and  myself  kept  moving  along  the  line  to  see  that  they  were  on  the 
alert.  CJp  to  the  time  when  they  sounded  the  recall  nothing  occurred 
to  attract  our  attention,  although  the  people  of  the  house  told  us  that  the 
enemy's  ciivalry  picket  had  left  their  gate  just  as  our  column  apx>eared 
beyond  the  com  field. 

Just  as  the  bugle  was  sounding  an  ottcer  rode  up  and  onlered  me  to 
move  the  picket  parallel  with  the  column  at  the  same  distance  out  and 
preserving  the  same  intervals,  so  as  to  protect  the  flank  from  surprise. 
I  immediately  started  for  the  guide  to  aid  me  in  carrying  out  the  order, 
but  before  I  could  find  him  another  order  came  to  recall  the  picket  as 
soon  as  possible.  Lieutenant  Lusk  started  to  call  in  the  ])icket,  and 
in  his  over-eagerness  attempted  to  call  in  both  platoons,  which  caused 
him  to  be  late  with  his  own  wing. 

As  soon  as  the  men  stationed  by  the  Falls  Church  road  began  to 
come  in,  I  observed  a  number  of  men  without  uniforms  emerge  from 
the  wood  at  the  side  of  that  road  and  creep  on  their  hands  and  knees 
along  the  fence  to  the  gate  where  the  cavalry  had  been  stationed;  they 
then  trailed  into  the  wood  on  the  right  of  Gilbert's  house.  Forming 
the  men  as  quickly  as  I  could,  I  made  a  signal  for  the  left  wing,  under 
Lieutenant  Lusk,  to  retreat  through  the  corn  field,  as  they  were  cutting 
us  off,  and  started  with  what  remained  of  my  command  down  the  lane 
to  rejoin  our  regiment,  our  pace  being  somewhat  accelerated  by  the 
sight  of  some  men  unlimbering,  as  I  thought,  a  gun  in  a  small  si>ot  of 
rising  ground  behind  the  corn  field  and  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  the 
house.  We  had  not  moved  fifty  paces  from  the  house  when  a  volley 
of  musketry  was  directed  obliquely  at  us  from  the  left,  and  at  nlmost 
the  same  instant  the  gun  opened  fire  on  the  right.  Looking  back,  I 
saw  Lieutenant  Lusk,  who  had  not  understood  my  signal,  returning 
with  the  last  of  his  men  into  the  very  yard  where  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ers were.  By  this  time  nothing  would  have  been  easier  than  to  have 
taken  them  prisoners,  instead  of  which  the  skirmishers,  apparently 
thinking  themselves  surprised,  in  turn  fired  at  them  and  retreated  by 
the  side  of  the  house.  Lieutenant  Lusk,  with  considerable  mlroitness, 
leaped  the  fence,  followed  by  his  two  sergeants,  and  retreated  under 
cover  of  the  corn  field  in  safety  to  his  regiment.  The  men  throughout 
behaved  admirably;  even  after  it  became  certain  that  those  crouching 
forms  were  the  enemy's  advance  they  showed  less  trepidation  than 
l)erhaps  I  might  have  wished  for  the  sake  of  celerity. 
Very  respectfully, 

SAML.  E.  ELLIOTT, 
Lieutenant^  Company  K, 

Captain  Ireland,  Commanding  Highlanders, 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Oeorge  J.  Stannardj  Second  Vermont  Infantry. 

Camp  Advance,  Va.,  near  Chain  Bridge, 

September  12, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  11th  instant  I  went  to  Lewinsville,  agreeably  to  orders 
received  the  evening  previous,  with  Companies  A  and  F,  of  the  Second 
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Vennont  Begiment.  The  position  assigned  ns  was  to  act  as  guard  or 
reserve  to  protect  the  artillery,  which  they  did  well.  The  command 
oheyed  all  orders  promptly,  and  kept  the  ranks  closed  daring  the 
march  on  the  way  back  to  camp  while  under  the  rake  of  the  fire  of 
the  enemy.  While  at  a  halt,  in  range  of  the  enemy's  lire,  a  shell  burst 
near  them  and  tore  the  clothes  of  several  but  wounded  none.  They 
remabied  cooU  showing  no  desire  to  leave  the  position  until  proper 
orders  were  received.  As  for  myself  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  was  at 
or  near  my  command  during  the  whole  time  to  receive  and  communi- 
cate orders  and  see  that  they  were  properly  executed,  and  aimed  to  do 
my  dnt^. 

Bespectf nlly,  yonrS, 

GEO.  J.  STANDARD, 
Lieutenawt-OoUmel  Second  Vermont  Begiment 
Colonel  Stevxns. 


No.  10. 

Report  of  OoL  Breed  N.  Hyde^  Third  Vermont  Infantry, 

Gamp  Advance,  Chain  Bridge,  Va., 
Headquarters  Third  Begivnent  V.  F.,  September  12, 18G1. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  your  command,  of 
which  my  regiment  formed  a  part,  was  advancing  4o  Lewinsville  yes- 
terday I  threw  out  several  companies  as  skirmishers  and  in  advance 
of  the  column  on  the  right  and  left.  The  skirmishers  on  the  left,  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Lewinsville,  discovered  several  mounted 
men,  evidently  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  fled  precipitately  at  their  ap- 
proach. At  a  point  1^  miles  beyond  Lewinsville  they  met  the  enemy's 
infiftntry  pickets  and  drove  them  in  after  a  few  moments'  skirmish^  in 
which  1  of  our  men  was  slightly  wounded.  In  the  afternoon,  having 
received  your  order  to  march  t^k  to  camp,  my  battalion  was  put  in 
motion.  The  enemy  having  placed  a  battery  commanding  the  road  and 
nearly  enfilading  it,  we  were  soon  in  the  line  of  its  Are.  We  received 
no  serious  damage  till  my  left  had  arrived  at  the  point  most  exposed, 
when  a  shell  exploded  nearly  in  the  center  of  Company  C,  Captain 
Corbin's,  killing  and  wounding  several  men,  a  list  of  whom  is  given 
below.* 

It  is  with  much  pride  that  I  refer  to  the  steady,  soldier-like  bearing 
of  my  regiment  under  their  first  fire.  I  beg  leave  to  speak  of  the  good 
behavior  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Begiment  New  York  Highlanders,  im- 
mediately preceding  my  own.  In  passing  up  and  down  the  regiments 
I  saw  nothing  but  good  order,  steadiness,  and  even  cheerfulness  under 
tJie  trying  fire  of  the  enemy. 

Beepectfully  submitted. 

B.  K  HYDE, 
Colonel  Third  Begiment  V,  V. 

CoL  IsAAO  I.  Stevens, 

Commanding  Hxpedition. 

*  The  list  shows  1  kiUed  and  8  wounded. 
12  B  E— VOL  V 
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No.  11. 

Report  of  Oapt  Thaddeus  P.  Mott^  Third  New  York  Battery. 

SEPTEBIB£B  12y  1861. 

Sib  :  In  pnrsoance  to  your  orders  I  proceeded  to  the  scene  of  action 
yesterday  (September  11)  near  Lewinsville,  taking  up  my  position  on 
a  wooded  hill  on  the  right  side  of  the  road,  about  1  mile  from  Lewins- 
ville, controlling  that  place  and  the  surrounding  country.  I  immedi- 
ately directed  me  towards  the  smoke  from  the  enemy's  battery  and  in 
tiie  direction  of  Captain  Griffin's  shells.  ^  soon  as  their  battery 
ceased  firing  I  ordered  the  shells  to  be  thrown  into  a  dump  of  woods, 
believing  tlmt  I  saw  the  enemy  in  large  numbers  therein.  The  order 
was  weU  carried  out  by  Lieut.  William  Stuart^  commanding  the  sec- 
tion, the  shells  landing  directly  in  the  wood,  which  immediately  caused 
its  evacuation  by,  I  should  think,  some  700  cavalry,  a  number  of  rider- 
less horses,  and  some  infantry. 

Beceiving  orders  to  change  my  position,  I  used  the  privilege  given 
me  by  youroelf  tx>  exercise  my  discretion  in  case  I  could  do  them  any 
material  damage.  I  therefore  kept  up  the  fire  on  them,  after  their 
leaving  the  wood  across  a  com  fidd  and  into  another  wood,  I  should 
think  much  to  their  sorrow.  I  tl^en  moved  by  your  orders  to  the  posi- 
tion before  occupied  by  Captain  Griffin,  with  orders  not  to  unlimber 
UDless  for  some  good  object;  but  seeing  a  number  of  them,  say  from 
400  to  500,  on  their  retreat  to  the  new-cut  road,  I  coald  not  resist  the 
temptation  of  having  a  fiurewell  blow  at  them.  I  think  the  gunners 
did  a  great  deal  of  execution,  as  I  could  see  with  my  glass  great 
confusion  created  amongst  them,  large  breaches  being  made  in  their 
ranks,  e8i>ecially  by  the  32-pounder  shrapnel,  the  paper  fhse  at  the 
10-x>ounder  Parrott  guns  not  acting  weU. 

I  take  pleasure  in  being  able  to  testify  to  the  gallant  and  military 
bearing  of  the  infantry  in  my  vicinity. 
Yours,  respectfully,  &c., 

THAD'S  P.  MOTT, 
Captain^  Artillery^  Smithes  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith. 


No.  12. 

Report  of  Oapt  CJuirles  Oriffin,  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Battbey  D,  Fifth  Aetilleby, 
Camp  near  Chain  Bridge^  September  12, 1861. 

Sib  :  Yesterday,  after  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  troops  under  your 
command^  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  two  rifled  pieces  of  Bat- 
tery D,  Fifth  Artillery,  were  placed  in  position  some  1,800  yards  from 
the  enemy's  battery  and  opened  fire,  and  continued  firing  until  the  enemy 
ceased  firing  or  until  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck  placed  two  more  pieces  in 
position  some  600  yards  to  the  rear,  on  the  road  towards  our  camp.  The 
two  pieces  first  placed  in  battery  were  then  limbered  up  and  moved  to  a 
position  in  rear  of  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck.  Some  time  after  Lieutenant 
Hasbrouck  placed  his  pieces  in  batteiy  the  remaining  two  pieces  of  the 
battery  under  lieutenant  Hazlett  joined  and  came  into  battery.  The 
enemy  at  this  time  had  ceased  firing  and  the  cannoneers  were  resting  for 
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tiie  want  of  a  target  Scmie  twenty  or  thir^miniiteB  after  this  the  enemy 
showed  hims^  in  a  little  cleared  place,  whence  a  round  from  the  guns 
stfloted  him  in  a  fhll  ran.  From  the  mrst  position  of  the  rifled  pieces 
some  40  roands  were  fired,  all  shell,  and  from  the  second  position  some  18, 
to  wliich  the  enemy  made  no,  reply. 

The  conduct  of  the  lieutenants  (Haslett  and  Hasbrouck)  was  that  of 
gallant  soldiers,  and  of  the  men  of  the  battery  all  that  could  be  desired. 
It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  testify  to  the  coolness  and  hand- 
some deportment  of  t£e  Vermont  Third  and  some  80  men  of  the  Second 
Vermont,  who  were  ordered  to  support  the  battery.  They  were  for 
about  an  hour  under  a  very  warm  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0HA8.  GBIFFIN, 
Captain^  Fffth  ArtUUry^  OommeMding  BaMery  D. 

CoL  Isaac  L  Stevens. 


No.  13. 
EepcTt  oflAe^.  WiUiam  MeLeam,  Fifth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

Hbadqtjabtbss  Gamp  Advanob, 

September  12, 1861. 

Sis:  By  order  of  General  Smith  I  was  placed  under  your  command 
yesterday,  and  in  accordance  with  your  directions  I  led  my  party  as 
the  advance  guard  to  Lewinsville,  sent  10  men  on  the  road  to  Falls 
Church,  4  on  the  nrad  to  Vienna,  and  2  on  the  road  to  Alexandria. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  I  was  ordeied  to  send  an  officer  and  10  men  to 
repulse  the  enemy's  mounted  pickets  on  the  road  towards  Vienna. 
Having  no  officer  present,  I  led  them  myself  and  performed  the  required 
daty,  dispersing  the  rebel  cavalry  to  the  number  of  50  men.  I  would 
especially  notice  the  gallantly  and  firmness  of  Gleorge  Hicks,  of  my 
command,  who  bravely  faced  the  enemy  previous  to  my  arrival  and 
rendered  good  service  throughout.  We  returned  to  Gamp  Advance  in 
the  rear  of  the  column  withoat  suffering  any  loss. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MoLEAN, 
First  Lieutenant^  Cimpany  JET,  Fifth  Cavalry, 

Colonel  Steveks,  Commanding  Expedition. 


No.  14. 
Beport  of  William  Borrower  acting  aide-de-^samp. 

Camp  neab  Chain  Bridge,  Va.,  S^tember  12, 1861. 

Sib  :  Having  been  ordered  by  you  to  see  that  Lewinsville  was  clear 
of  the  enemy,  so  that  we  could  occupy  it  without  danger  of  falling  on 
their  pickets,  I  took  with  me  the  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Mcl^n, 
and  two  companies  of  the  Third  Vermont  as  skirmishers^  and  throwing 
them  around  the  woods,  advanced  with  the  cavaky.  Fmding  all  dear 
at  the  crossroads,  I  sent  10  of  the  cavalry  on  the  road  to  Falls  Church 
to  scont  it  for  the  distance  of  halt  a  mOe,  and  4  on  the  road  to 
Vienna,  with  the  same  directions.    I  then  advanced  the  skirmishers  to 
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a  ridge  abont  a  qnarter  of  a  mile  from  Lewinsville  to  the  left,  and 
where  we  commanded  the  valley  looking  towards  Vienna  as  well  as  a 
portion  of  the  tompike  road  from  l^^alls  Ghnrch  and  crossing  the  road 
to  Vienna  in  onr  front  and  right.  The  men  did  their  duty  entirely  to 
my  satisflaiCtion,  being  entirely  concealed,  and  where  all  that  pae(8ed 
before  them  conld  be  seen.  At  the  time  it  was  reported  that  some  50 
of  their  cavalry  were  seen  advancing  over  tiie  hill,  and  Lieutenant 
McLean,  with  some  12  of  his  cavalry,  were  ordered  up  to  support  us 
until  others  could  be  sent  forward,  should  they  be  needed.  In  the 
mean  time  one  of  our  cavalry  pickets  had  ridden  into  the  field  and 
towards  them  within  sufficient  distance  to  discharge  his  carbine,  but 
with  what  effect  we  could  not  tell.  They  turned  at  this  and  galloped 
off  to  the  left  and  towards  Falls  Church,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learped 
from  a  woman  at  a  houde  beyoud  onr  lines,  to  give  information  to  l^e 
enemy  at  that  place  of  our  being  in  force  at  Lewinsville. 

The  men  approaching  to  us  before  we  saw  them  made  me  uneasy 
for  the  woods  to  our  left,  and  which  were  but  slightly.guarded,  and  I 
posted,  with  your  permission,  one  company  from  the  Ninteenth  Indiana 
through  them,  covering  us,  bo  that  no  approach  could  be  made  in  tiiat 
direction  for  more  than  a  mile  without  being  discovered.  At  2  o'clock, 
according  to  orders,  the  skirmishers  were  called  in,  and  I  waited  fifteen 
minutes  for  some  stragglers  who  had  wandered  off,  and,  not  finding 
them,  marched  the  men  to  their  commands.  At  this  moment  tibe 
enemy  opened  his  fire  on  us  with  one  gun.  soon  increased  to  four,  and 
a  body  of  infantry  advanced  up  the  road  m>m  Falls  Church  and  fired 
at  our  men  from  the  road  and  woods.  At  this  point  1  man  of  the 
Ninteenth  Indiana  was  killed,  being  shot  through  l^e  head.  Fearing  an 
advance  of  their  cavalry,  which  we  Jiad  seen  in  considerable  numl^rs, 
I  placed  one  of  the  guns  from  Lieutenant  Hasbrouck's  section  in  the 
rear,  supported  by  one  company  of  the  Niiieteenth  Indiana  and  the  reg- 
ular cavalry,  and  in  this  order  advanced  on  the  road,  and  though  much 
exposed  to  their  fire  for  the  distance  of  a  half  a  mile,  fortunately  none 
were  lost  but  2  of  the  Third  Vermont,  who  were  killed  by  the  explo- 
sion of  a  sheU.  General  Smith  coming  up  at  this  point,  I  resigned  the 
orders  to  his  aides. 

I  must,  in  conclusion,  speak  of  the  splendid  behavior  of  the  Third  Ver- 
mont, who  stood  the  fire  with  the  greatest  coolness,  as  well  as  the 
Nineteenth  Indiana,  obeying  all  orders  with  a  promptness  -  that  was 
extraordinary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  BORROWB, 
Actifig  AidSy  Second  Lieutenant,  Griffln^s  Battery. 

Col.  Isaac  I.  Stevbns. 


No.  16. 


Beport  of  Gen.  Joseph  E»  Johnston,  €.  8.  Army,  mth  conffratuUUory 

orders. 

Headquabters  neab  Faibfax  CbossBoads, 

N'ear  Fairfax  Station,  September  14, 1861. 

Sm:  Herewith  I  inclose  two  reports  (of  Brigadier-General  Long- 
street  and  of  Colonel  Stuart)  of  the  afiair  of  Lewinsville  [Nos.  16  and 
17 1.    I  am  much  gratified  at  having  this  opportunity  of  putting  before 
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the  Department  of  War  and  the  President  this  new  instance  of  the 
boldness  and  skill  of  Colonel  Stoart  and  the  coorage  and  efficiency  of 
oar  troops. 

Connected  with  this  commnnication  and  these  reports  is  a  recom- 
mendation from  General  Longstreet,  General  Beaoregard,  and  myself 
for  forming  a  cavahry  brigade  and  putting  Colonel  Stuart  at  its  head. 
A  new  organization  of  the  cavalry  arm  of  oar  service  is  greatly  needed, 
and  greater  strength  as  well  as  an  effective  organization.  Onr  nam^ 
bers  in  cavalry  are  by  no  means  in  dae  proportion  to  omr  infantry 
and  artillery,  yet  without  cavalry  in  proper  proportion  victory  is  com- 
paratively barren  of  results ;  defeat  is  less  prejudicial ;  retreat  is  usually 
safe. 

You  will  observe  that  I  propose  that  Colonel  Stuart  shall  be  with- 
drawn firom  the  inunediate  conmiand  of  the  First  Begiment  of  Virginia 
Cavalry.  Should  this  be  done,  as  I  hope  it  will  be,  other  arrangements 
are  necessary  in  the  regiment.  As  they  have  served  immediately  under 
my  eye,  and  as  I  thus  know  them  thoroughly,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  make 
farther  suggestions. 

The  regiment  so  fiEff  is  exclusively  Virginian.  By  all  means  keep  it 
80,  where  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  in  other  respects.  State 
pride  excites  a  generous  emi^tion  in  tiiie  Army,  which  is  of  inappreci- 
able value  in  its  effect  on  the  spirit  of  the  troops.  I  therefore  recom- 
mend that  Capt.  William  E.  Jones,  who  now  commands  the  strongest 
troop  in  the  regiment  and  one  which  is  not  surpassed  in  discipline  or 
spirit  by  any  in  the  army,  be  made  colonel.  He  is  a'graduate  of  West 
Point,  served  for  several  years  in  the  Mounted  Bifles,  and  is  skillful, 
brave,  and  zealous  in  a  very  high  degree.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  h'e 
is  worthy  to  succeed  J.  E.  B.  Stuart.  For  the  lieutenant-colonelcy  I 
repeat  my  recommendation  of  Capt.  Fitzhugh  Lee.  He  belongs  to  a 
family  in  which  military  genius  seems  an  heirloom.  He  i»  an  officer  of 
rare  merit,  capacity,  and  courage.  Both  of  these  officers  have  the  in- 
yaloable  advantage  at  this  moment  of  knowledge  of  the  ground  which 
is  now  the  scene  of  operations. 

I  do  not  recommend  M%j.  Bobert  Swan  of  that  regiment  for  promo- 
tioa  in  it,  because,  though  personally  known  to  me  as  a  capable  and 
gallant  officer,  yet  his  service  and  experience  in  the  Army  heretofore 
have  been  in  the  infantry.  I  am  ir^ormed  that  he  would  prefer  that 
branch  of  the  service.  I  therefore  recommend  his  transfer  to  it.  Being 
a  Marylander,  it  would  be  preferable  to  place  him  in  a  Maryland  regi- 
ment He  would  be  likely  thus  to  serve  our  cause  most  effectively. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 
Gen.  S.  CooFSBy-A^U  cmd  Inspr.  Oen.j  BiohmonA,  Ya. 


G£5ERAL  OSDBBS,  )  HDQBS.  ABMY  OF  THE  POTOMAG, 

No.  19.  )  September  12, 1861. 

iThe  commanding  general  has  great  satisfaction  in  making  known  the 
excellent  conduct  of  Col.  J.  £•  B.  Stuart,  and  of  the  officers  and  men 
of  his  command,  in  the  affair  of  Lewinsville,  on  the  11th  instant,  on 
which  occasion  Colonel  Stuart,  with  Major  f  James  B.I  Terrill's  battalion 
(Thirteenth  Virginia  Volunteers),  two  fidci  pieces  of  the  Washington 
Artillery  (Louisiana),  under  Captain  [T.  L.]  Eosser  and  Lieutenant  [C. 
H.]  Slocomb,  and  Captain  Patrick's  company  of  cavalry  (First  Virginia), 
attacked  and  drove  from  that  position  in  confusion  throe  regiments  of 
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infiEUitryy  eight  pieces  of  artdlleiyy  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  inflicting 
severe  loss,  bat  incorring  none. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston :  

THOS.  G.  RHBTT, 
Assistant  A^utant-OeneraL 

No.  16. 
Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  James  Longstreet^  (7.  B.  Army, 

Hdqbs.  Advanosd  Foboss,  Abdcy  of  Potokao, 

September  12, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  CoL 
J.  E.  6.  Stnart  of  his  afOeur  of  yesterday.  My  arrangements  had  been 
made  to  cat  off  the  enemy  at  Lewinsville  by  moving  a  heavy  force 
down  daring  the  night.  It  is  probably  better  that  Ckuonel  Stuart  did 
not  receive  my  instractions,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  his  trenches 
at  once.  My  movement  was  intended  to  be  made  at  night,  and  the 
heavy  rains  of  last  night  would  have  prevented  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  enemy  are  so  famous  at  burrowing,  that  the  command  would  prob- 
ably have  been  well  covered  before  I  could  have  reached  it  and  might 
have  cost  us  several  men. 

Colonel  Stuart  has  been  at  Munson's  Hill  since  its  occupation  by 
our  troops.  He  has  been  most  untiring  in  the  discharp^  of  his  duties 
at  that  and  other  advanced  positions,  after  having  driven  the  enemy 
fh)m  Mason's^  Munson's,  and  Upton's  Hills.  In  these  and  other  less 
important  skirmishes  he  has  been  entirely  successM.  Where  he  has 
lost  a  man,  he  has  brought  in  at  least  two  of  the  enemy,  dead  or  alive. 

The  affair  of  yesterday  was  handsomely  conducted  and  woll  exe- 
cuted. He  makes  handsope  mention  of  Major  TerriU,  Captain  Bosser, 
and  Lieutenant  Slocomb,  and  others  of  his  command.  It  is  quite  evi- 
dent that  the  officers  and  men  deserve  much  credit  for  their  handsome 
conduct,  one  and  all.  It  is  difficult  to  say  whether  tiie  handsome  use 
of  his  light  infantry  by  Meyor  Tenrill  or  the  destructive  fires  of  the 
Washin^n  ArtDlery  by  Captain  Bosser  and  Lieutenant  Slocomb,  is 
the  most  brilliant  part  of  the  affedr. 

Colonel  Stuart  has,  I  think,  Mrly  won  his  claim  to  brigadier,  and  I 
hope  the  commanding  generals  will  unite  with  me  in  recommending 
him  for  that  promotion. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commandmg. 

CoL  Thomas  Jordan,  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

Since  making  the  above  report  Colonel  Stuart  reports  2  other  pris- 
oners and  another  body  found  in  the  field^  besides  additional  evidences 
of  havoc  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy.    Killed  and  prisoners,  11.    Not 
even  a  horse  of  ours  hurt. 
Besx>ectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 

Brigadier-&enerah 

{JadanvBUDt.1 

We  think  with  Brigadier-General  Longstreet  that  Colonel  Stuart's 
laborious  and  valuable  services,  unintermitted  since  the  war  began  on 
this  frontier,  entitle  him  to  a  brigadier  generalcy.    His  calm  and  dar- 
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ing  ooarage.  sagacity,  zeal,  and  activity  qualify  him  ndmiiably  for  the 
oommand  of  our  three  ref^ents  of  cavaliy,  by  which  the  outpost  daty 
of  the  Army  is  performed.  The  Ooyemment  woald  gain  greatly  by  pro- 
moting him. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 
G.  T.  BBAURBGABD, 
O^neralj  OcwmandAng  First  Gorps^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


Na  17. 
Bejpart  of  Col  James  E.  B.  Btuarty  First  Virginia  Cavalry. 

Headquabtebs,  Munson's  Hill,  September  11, 1861. 

General  :  I  started  about  12  o^dock  with  the  Thirteenth  Virginia 
Volunteers,  commanded  by  M%jor  Terrill  (305  men),  one  section  of 
Bofisei's  battery,  Washington  Artillery,  and  a  detachment  of  the  First 
Cavalry,  under  Captain  Patrick,  for  Lewinsville,  where  I  learned  from 
my  cavalry  pickets  the  enemy  were  posted  with  some  force.  My  inten- 
tion was  to  surprise  them,  and  I  succeeded  entirely,  approaching  Lew- 
insville by  the  enemy's  left  and  rear,  taking  care  to  keep  my  small  force 
an  entire  secret  from  their  observation.  I  at  the  same  time  carefully 
provided  against  the  disaster  to  myself  which  I  was  striving  to  inflict 
upon  the  enemy,  and  felt  sure  that,  if  necessary,  I  could  Ml  back  sue- 
cessfhlly  before  any  force  the  enemy  might  have,  for  the  country  was 
&vorable  to  retreat  aM  ambuscade. 

At  a  point  nicely  screened  by  the  woods  from  Lewinsville,  and  a  few 
hundred  yards  fi!om  the  place,  I  sent  forward,  under  M%jor  Terrill,  a  por- 
tion of  his  conunand  stealthily  to  reach  the  woods  at  a  turn  of  the  road 
and  reconnoiter  beyond.  This  was  admirably  done,  and  the  m%jor  soon 
reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  a  piece  of  artillery  in  position  in  the 
road  just  at  Lewinsville,  commanding  our  road.  I  directed  him  imme- 
diately to  post  his  riflemen  so  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  cannon- 
eers to  serve  the  piece,  and,  if  possible,  capture  it  During  subsequent 
operations  the  cannoneers  tried  ineffectually  to  serve  the  piece,  and 
finally,  after  one  was  shot  through  the  head,  the  piece  was  taken  ofL 

While  t^is  was  going  on  a  few  shots  frx)m  Bosser's  section  at  a  cluster 
of  the  enemy  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off  put  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy 
iu  full  retreat,  exposing  their  entire  column  to  flank  fire  from  our  piece. 
Some  wagons  and  a  large  body  of  cavalry  first  passed  in  hasty  flight, 
the  rifled  piece  and  howitzer  firing  as  they  passed.  Then  came  flying 
a  battery,  eight  pieces  of  artillery  (Griffin's),  which  soon  took  position 
about  600  yards  to  our  front  and  right,  and  rained  shot  and  shell  upon 
us  during  the  entire  engagement,  but  with  harmless  effect,  although 
striking  very  near.  Then  passed  three  regiments  of  infantry  at  double- 
qoick,  nxseiving  in  succession  as  they  passed  Bosser's  unerring  salu- 
tation, his  shells  bursting  directly  over  their  heads,  and  creating  the 
greatest  havoc  and  confriBion  in  their  ranks.  The  last  in&ntry  regiment 
was  followed  by  a  column  of  cavalry^  which  at  one  time  rode  over  the 
rear  of  the  infantry  in  great  confusion.  The  field,  general,  and  staff 
officers  were  seen  exerting  every  effort  to  restore  order  in  their  broken 
ranks,  and  my  cavalry  vedettes,  observing  their  fiight,  reported  that 
they  finally  rallied  a  mile  and  a  half  below  and  took  position  there, 
firing  round  after  round  of  artillery  from  that  position  up  the  road  where 
th^  supposed  our  columns  would  be  pursuing  them. 
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Captain  Eosser,  having  no  enemy  left  to  contend  with,  at  his  own  re- 
qnest  was  permitted  to  view  the  groand  of  the  enemy's  flight,  and  foond 
the  road  plowed  np  by  his  solid  shot  and  strewn  with  fragments  of  shells ; 
2  men  left  dead  in  the  road,  1  mortally  wonnded,  and  1  not  hnrt  taken 
prisoner.  The  prisoners  said  the  havoc  in  their  ranks  was  fearful,  justify- 
ing what  I  saw  myself  of  the  confusion.  Mtyor  TerrilFs  sharpshooters 
were  by  no  means  idle,  firing  wherever  a  straggling  Yankee  showed  his 
head,  and  capturing  a  lieutenant  (captured  by  M^jor  Terrill  himself),  I 
sergeant,  and  1  private,  all  belonging  to  the  Nineteenth  Indiana,  Colonel 
Meredith.  The  prisoners  reported  to  ^le  that  General  McClellan  him- 
self was  present,  and  the  enemy  gave  it  out  publicly  that  the  occupancy 
of  Lewinsville  was  to  be  permanent    Alas  tbr  human  expectations! 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  in  a  manner  worthy  the  general's  high- 
est commendation,  and  the  firing  done  by  the  section  under  direction  of 
Captain  Bosser  and  Lieutenant  Slocomb,  all  the  time  under  fire  from  the 
enemy's  battery,  certainly  for  accuracy  and  eftect  challenges  comparison 
with  any  ever  made.  Valuable  assistance  was  rendered  me  by  Chaplain 
Balh  as  usual,  and  Messrs.  Hairston  and  Burks^  citizens  attached  to  my 
staff,  were  conspicuous  in  daring.  Corporal  Hagan  and  Bugler  Freed 
are  entitled  to  special  mention  for  good  conduct  and  valuable  service. 

Our  loss  was  not  a  scratch  to  man  or  horse.  We  have  no  means  of 
knowing  the  enemy's,  except  it  must  have  been  heavy,  from  the  eff^fcts 
of  the  shots.  We  found  in  all  4  dead  or  mortally  wounded,  and  cap- 
tured 4.    Of  course  they  carried  off  all  they  could. 

Tour  attention  is  especially  called  to  the  inclosed,  which  was  delivered 
to  me  at  Lewinsville,  and  to  my  indorsement.*    I  send  a  sketch  also.* 
Please  forward  this  report  to  Gen.  Johnston.     I  returned  here  with  my 
command  after  re-establishing  my  line  of  pickets  through  Lewinsville. 
Most  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  STUABT, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 

General  James  Longstbeet. 


SEFTEIQEB  11-17, 1861.^0perationB  in  Cheat  Mountain,  Wert  Virginia, 
including  actions  and  akirmishei  at  Cheat  Mountain  Pass,  Cheat  Summit, 
Point  Mountain  Turnpike,  and  Elk  Water. 

RKPORTS,  BXC. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Aimy. 

No.  2. — Col.  Nathan  Kimball,  Fourteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  3.— Col.  George  D.  Wagner,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  4.— Lieat.  Col.  Richard  Owen,  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  5.— Capt.  David  J.  Higgtps,  Twenty-foorth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  6.~Col.  Albert  Rust,  Third  Arkansas  InfSEuitry. 

No.  7. — General  Lee's  orders. 

No.  1. 
Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  U,  8.  Army, 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  A.  O.  W.  Va., 

J3lk  Water  J  Septmh^  17, 1861. 
General:  The  operations  of  this  brigade  for  the  past  few  days  may 
be  summed  up  as  follows:  On  the  12th  instant  the  enemy,  9,000  strong, 

*Not  founds 
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with  eight  to  twelve  pieoes  of  artillery,  under  command  of  Greneral 
B.  E.  L^,  advanced  on  this  position  by  the  Hantersville  pike.  Our 
advanced  pickets,  portions  of  the  Fifteenth  Indiana  and  Sixth  Ohio, 
gradually  fell  back  to  our  main  picket  station,  two  companies  of  the 
Seventeen^  Indiana,  under  Colonel  Hascall,  checking  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance at  the  Point  Mountain  turnpike,  and  then  falling  back  on  the 
regiment,  which  occupied  a  very  advanced  position  on  our  right  front, 
and  which  we  now  ordered  in.  The  enemy  threw  into  the  woods  on 
our  left  front  three  regiments,  who  made  their  way  to  the  right  and 
rear  of  Cheat  Mountain,  took  a  iiositiou  on  the  road  leading  to  Hut- 
tonsville,  broke  the  telegraph  wire,  and  cut  off  our  communication  with 
Colonel  Kimball,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  commanding  on  Cheat  Summit. 
Simultaneously  another  force-  of  the  enemy,  of  about  equal  sta^ngth, 
advanced  by  the  Staunton  pike  in  the  front  of  Cheat  Mountain,  and 
threw  two  regiments  to  the  right  and  rear  of  Cheat,  which  united  with 
the  three  regiments  from  the  other  column  of  the  enemy.  The  two 
posts,  Cheat  Summit  and  Elk  Water,  are  7  miles  apart  by  a  bridle  path 
over  the  mountains,  and  18  miles  by  the  wagon-road,  via  Huttonsville; 
Cheat  Mountain  Pass,  the  former  headquarters  of  the  brigade,  being  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  10  miles  from  the  summit.  The  enemy  advanc- 
ing towards  the  pass,  by  which  he  might  possibly  have  obtained  the  rear 
or  left  of  Elk  Water,  was  there  met  by  three  companies  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana,  ordered  up  for  that  purpose,  and  by  one  company  of  the  Four- 
teenth Indiana,  from  the  summit.  Tnese  four  companies  engaged  and 
gallantly  held  in  check  greatly  superior  numbers  of  the  enemy,  foiled  him 
in  his  attempt  to  obtain  the  rear  or  left  of  Elk  Water,  and  threw  him  in 
the  rear  and  right  of  Cheat  Mountain,  the  companies  retiring  to  the  pass 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  enemy,  about  5,000  strong,  now 
dosed  in  on  Cheat  Summit,  and  became  engaged  with  detachments  of 
the  Fourteenth  Indiana,  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  ftom 
the  summit,  in  all  only  about  300,  who,  deployed  in  the  woods,  held  in 
check  and  kiUed  many  of  the  enemy,  who  did  not  at  any  time  succeed 
in  getting  sufficiently  near  the  field  ledoubt  to  give  Daum's  battery  an 
opportunity  of  firing  into  him. 

So  matters  rested  at  dark  on  the  12th,  with  heavy  forces  in  fh)nt  and 
in  plain  sight  of  both  posts,  communication  cut  off,  and  the  supply 
train  for  the  mountainB,  loaded  with  provisions  which  were  needed, 
waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  pass  up  the  road.    Determined  to  force  a 
conuDunication  with  Cheat,  I  ordered  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  under 
Colonel  Sullivan,  to  cut  their  way,  if  necessary,  by  the  main  road,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  Third  Ohio  and  Second  Virginia,  under  Colonels 
Marrow  and  Moss,  respectively,  to  do  the  same  by  the  path.    The  two 
commands  started  at  3  o^clock  a.  m.  on  the  13th,  the  former  frt)m  Cheat 
Mountain  Pass  and  the  latter  fit)m  Elk  Water,  so  as  to  fall  upon  the 
enemy,  if  possible,  simultaneously.    Early  on  the  13th  the  small  force 
of  ahout  300  from  the  summit  engaged  the  enemy,  and  with  such  effect 
that,  notwithstanding  his  greatly  superior  numbers^  he  retired  in  great 
haste  and  disorder,  leaving  large  quantities  of  clothing  and  equipments 
on  the  ground,  and  our  relieving  force,  failing  to  catch  the  enemy, 
marched  to  the  summit,  securing  the  provision  train  and  reopening  our 
communication.    While  this  was  taking  place  on  the  mountain,  and  as 
yet  nnknown  to  us,  the  enemy,  under  Lee,  advanced  on  Elk  Water, 
apparently  for  a  general  attack.    One  rifled  lO-pounder  Parrott  gun  from 
liomis'  battery  was  run  to  the  front  three-fourths  of  a  mile  and  deliv- 
eiiBd  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy,  causing  him  to  withdraw  out  of  conven- 
ient range  and  doing  fine  execution.    Our  relative  position  remaiaed 
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onohanged  until  near  dark,  when  we  learned  the  lesolt  of  the  moye- 
ments  on  the  mountain,  as  above  stated,  and  the  enemy  retired  some- 
what for  the  night. 

On  the  14th,  early,  the  enemy  was  again  in  position  in  ttont  of  Elk 
Water,  and  a  few  rounds,  supported  by  a  company  of  the  Fifteenth 
Indiana,  were  again  administeied,  which  caused  him  to  withdraw  as 
before.  The  forces  that  had  been  before  repulsed  fit>m  Oheat  returned, 
and  were  again  driven  back  by  a  comparatively  small  force  from  the 
mountain.  The  Seventeenth  Indiana  was  ordered  up  the  path  to  open 
communication  and  make  way  for  another  supply  train,  but,  as  before^ 
found  the  little  band  from  tiie  summit  had  already  done  the  work. 
During  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  the  enemy  withdrew  from  before  Elk 
Water,  and  is  now  principally  concentrated  some  10  miles  from  this 
post  at  or  near  his  main  camp.  On  tbe  15th  he  appeared  in  stronger 
force  than  at  any  previous  time  in  front  of  Cheat  and  attempted  a  flimk 
movement  by  the  left,  but  was  driven  back  by  the  ever-vigilant  and 
gallant  garrison  of  the  field  redoubt  on  the  summit.  To-day  the  enemy 
has  also  retired  from  the  front  of  Cheat,  but  to  what  precise  position  I 
am  not  yet  informed. 

The  results  of  these  afGairs  are  that  we  have  killed  near  100  of  the 
enemy,  includiog  Col.  John  A.  Washington,  aide-de-camp  to  General 
Le^  and  have  taken  about  20  prisoners.  We  have  lost  9  killed,  in- 
cluoing  Lieutenant  Junod,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  2  missing,  and  about  60 
prisoners,  including  Capt.  James  Bense  and  Lieutenants  Oilman  and 
Scheiffer,  of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  and  Lieutenant  Merrill,  of  the  Engineers.  I 
append  the  reports  of  Colonel  EimbaU,  Fourteenth  Indiana ;  Captain 
Higgins,  Twen^-fourth  Ohio;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Owen  and  Colond 
Wagner,  of  the  Fifteenth  Indiana. 

J.  J.  EBYl^OLDS, 
Brtgadier-Oeneralj  Oommamding  First  Brigade. 

L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- Oeneral  U.  8.  Armyj  WasKngtonj  D,  0. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  €oL  Nathan  Kimbally  Fourteenth  Indiaaui  Infantry. 

Camp,  Cheat  Mountain  Summit,  West  Viboinia, 

September  14, 1861. 

General:  On  the  morning  of  September  12  I  started  my  train 
(teams  from  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  Regiment)  to  your  camp.  When 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  out  they  were  attacked  by  a  party  of  the 
enemy.  Information  being  at  once  brought  to  me,  I  proceeded  to  the 
point  of  attack,  accompanied  by  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio, 
and  Lieutenant*  Colonel  Gilbert,  of  the  Twenty -fourth  Ohio,  and  Com- 
panies C  (Captain  Brooks)  and  F  (Captain  Williamson),  of  the  Four- 
teenth Indiana.  I  at  first  supposed  the  attack  was  made  by  a  scouthig 
party  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  Captains  Brooks  and  Williamson  into  the 
woods,  deployed  as  skirmishers.  They  soon  overhauled  the  enemy, 
numbering  2,500.  My  captains  immediately  opened  fire,  and  informed 
me  the  enemy  were  there  in  great  force.  I  ordered  them  to  hold  their 
position.    They  did  so,  and  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  tiie  whole 
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foroe  of  the  enemy  take  to  their  heels,  throwing  aside  gans,  clothing, 
and  everything  that  impeded  their  progress.  ^  the  mean  time  I  haa 
detailed  a  gnard  of  90  men  to  be  sent  forward  to  relieve  Captain  Coons, 
of  the  Foorteenth  Indiana,  who  had  been  stationed  as  a  picket  on  the 
path  between  Elk  Water  Camp  and  my  own.  This  detail  was  from  the 
Fourteenth  Indiana,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  under 
Captain  Higgins,  Lieutenants  Green  and  Wood.  They  had  proceeded 
about  2  miles  fh>m  the  point  of  first  attack  when  they  met  the  Tennes- 
see brigade,  gave  them  battle,  and  drove  them  back.  Captain  Coons, 
of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana,  had  met  this  same  force  earlier  in  the  morn- 
ing and  undertook  to  resist  them,  and  did  so  until  driven  back.  He 
then  came  in  their  rear  whilst  they  were  engaged  with  the  command 
onder  Captain  Higgins.  Company  C,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  Lieutenant 
Green,  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana,  and  Lieutenant  Wood,  of  the  T  wenty- 
fifUiOhio. 

At  this  juncture  I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  was  moving  in  my 
front  above  the  hill  east  of  my  camp,  where  we  have  usually  had  a 
picket  station,  which  point  was  occupied  by  Lieutenant  Junod,  Com- 
pany E^  Fourteenth  Indiana.  The  enemy  surrounded  Junod's  command, 
consisting  of  35  men,  with  a  force  500  strong^  and  killed  Lieutenant 
Junod  and  1  private.  The  others  have  all  come  mto  camp.  I  soon  found 
that  Captains  Brooks  and  Williamson  were  driving  the  enemy  to  my 
right  flaink.  I  then  diroatched  two  companies,  one  from  the  Fourteenth 
Indiana,  Company  A,  Captain  Foote,  and  one  from  the  Twenty-fourth 

Ohio,  Captain ,  up  Cheat  Biver,  to  out  off  the  enemy's  retreat. 

My  captains  met  the  enemy  2  miles  above  the  bridge,  scattering  them 
and  killing  several,  capturing  2  prisoners,  and  retaking  one  of  the 
wagoners  taken  esaiy  in  the  morning.  The  enemy's  force  on  my  right 
flank  consisted  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Virginia,  Colonel  Heck,  Twenty- 
third,  Thirty-first,  and  Thirty-seventh,  and  aUo  one  battalion  of  Vir- 
ginians, under  command  of  Colonel  Taliaferro.  The  force  which  met 
Captain  Higgins  and  Lieutenants  Green  and  Wood  consisted  of  the 
First  Tennessee,  CoL  Qeorge  Maney :  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  Col.  B. 
Hatton ;  the  FourteentJi  Tennessee,  Colonel  Forbes,  mustering  in  all 
3)000,  commanded  by  Ceneral  Anderson.  The  aggregate  of  the  enemy's 
force  was  near  5,600 ;  ours,  which  engaged  and  repulsed  them,  was  less 
than  300.  We  killed  near  100  of  the  enemy,  and  wounded  a  greater 
number,  and  have  13  prisoners.  We  recaptured  all  our  teamsters  and 
others  whom  the  enemy  had  captured  in  the  morning.  We  have  lost  a 
few  noble  fellows  killed,  among  whom  is  Lieutenant  Junod,  Company 
£,  Fourteenth  Indiana.  I  append  a  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
mg  of  my  command.* 

General,  I  think  my  men  have  done  wonders,  and  ask  Orod  to  bless 
them. 

The  woods  are  literally  covered  with  the  baggage,  coats,  and  haver- 
sacks, &C.,  of  the  enemy.  Though  almost  naked,  my  command  are 
ready  to  move  forward. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

NATHAN  KIMBALL, 
OoUmel  Faurtemth  Indiana  VblunteerSy  Commanding  Post 

Brig.  Gen.  Josbph  J.  Bbynolds,  Commanding. 

*2Jot  found. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Col,  Oeorge  D.  Wagner j  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Hbqbs.  Fifteenth  Bboimbnt  Indiana  Yolunteebs, 

September  12, 1861. 

Deab  Sib  :  On  the  9th  of  the  present  month  I  ordered  Captain  Tern- 
pleton  to  take  Companies  D  and  F  and  take  possession  of  and  hold  the 
Point  Mountain  pike  at  its  junction  with  the  Hnntersville  pike,  sup- 
ported by  Major  Christopher,  of  the  Sixth  Begunent  Ohio,  with  100  men, 
at  Conrad's  Mill,  2  miles  in  the  rear.  The  first  position  was  about  8 
miles  in  advance  of  my  camp  and  4  miles  from  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment. 

On  morning  of  the  11th  Captain  Templeton's  pickets  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy's  column,  advancing  down  the  road.  They  fell  back  on 
the  main  force.  The  enemy  still  advancing  in  force.  Captain  Templeton 
dispatched  a  dragoon  for  re-enforcements.  I  immediately  sent  the  left 
wing  of  the  Fiffc^nth  Indiana,  under  command  of  Miyor  Wood,  with 
orders  to  hold  the  position:  but  soon  after  a  scout,  who  had  been  posted 
3  miles  east  of  Captain  Templeton,  with  instructions  to  report  to  me 
any  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  left  flank,  came  in  and  reported 
a  column  of  2,000  troops  marching  in  this  direction^  with  the  evident 
intention  of  cutting  off  Captain  Templeton  and  Major  Christopher.  I 
immediately  sent  orders  for  the  entire  force  to  fall  back  on  the  main 
force,  which  they  did  in  good  order,  bringing  off  their  wounded^  having 
2  men  killed,  1  taken  x3risoner,  and  3  wounded.  Privates  Eient  and 
Bealer  killed,  of  Company  F,  Captain  White;  T.  Spoonmore,  of  same 
company,  was  taken  prisoner.  The  wounded  are  Corporal  Clark  and 
Private  Kichards,  both  seriously,  Clark  having  been  hit  by  four  balls. 
Both  will  recover,  but  Richards  has  had  his  leg  amputated.  Private 
Hovey  is  slightly  wounded.    All  of  Company  D,  of  my  regiment. 

At  this  time  you  arrived  on  the  ground  and  took  command. 

Let  me  say  that  officers  and  men  all  did  their  duty,  and  I  must  be 
allowed  to  commend  to  your  notice  Sergeant  Thompson,  of  Company  D, 
who  having  command  of  the  first  party  engaged,  as  well  as  the  men 
with  him,  stood  and  fought  until  half  of  the  party  was  shot  down 
before  they  would  £a.ll  back. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  D.  WAGNBE, 

ColoneL 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Bbynolds. 


No.  4. 
B^ort  of  Lieut  Col.  Bichard  Oweny  Fifteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

Camp,  Elk  Wateb,  Bandolph  County,  YiBanoA, 

September  18, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  to  proceed  on  the  Marlin  turn- 
pike until  I  met  the  enemy,  but  not  to  bring  on  a  general  engagement, 
I  marched  my  command  of  285  infantry  and  4  dragoons  (the  latter 
designed  to  be  used  as  messengers)  on  Sunday,  the  8th  September, 
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at  noon,  oat  of  camp,  under  the  gnidance  of  Dr.  Singer,  a  Union  Yir- 
ginian,  who,  having  formerly  practiced  in  this  and  adjoining  counties, 
was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  localities.  The  infantry  con- 
sisted of  portions  of  Company  B,  Captain  Wing,  Third  Ohio ;  Company 
A,  Captain  Bice;  Company  C,  Captain  Comparet;  Company  E,  Cap- 
tain Lambe;  Company  K,  Captain  McCutchen,  and  Company  H,  under 
Lieutenant  Warren,  all  of  the  Fifteenth  Indiana  Volunteers.  Lieu- 
tenant DriscoU,  of  the  Third  Ohio,  volunteered  to  lead  a  scouting  party 
consisting  of  10  Ohio  and  10  Indiana  riflemen.  Lieutenant  Bedford, 
acting  captain  of  our  scouts,  volunteered  to  accompany  the  expedition. 
The  cavalry  was  tsbken  from  Captain  Bracken's  Indiana  company. 

Sleeping  the  first  night  on  our  arms^  with  half  the  command  awake 
at  a  time,  with  no  .fires  and  perfect  silence,  after  picketing  wherever 
the  cross-roads  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Singer  seemed  to  demand  it,  we 
proceeded  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  9th  instant  towards  the  Confederate  camp 
at  Marshall's  store,  carefully  scouting  the  laurel  bushes.  Immediately 
after  the  main  body,  with  Captain  Wing  in  the  advance  guard,  emerged 
from  a  dense  thicket  which  lined  each  side  of  the  road,  our  scouts  com- 
menced firing,  having  come  so  close  to  the  enemy  and  so  suddenly  that 
a  hand-to-hand  scuffle  ensued  between  Private  Edwards,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Indiana,  and  a  North  Caiolina  secessionist,  while  another  Fifteenth  In- 
diana scout,  Private  J.  F.  Morris,  surprised  four  dragoons  at  their 
breakfast  in  a  house  which  proved  to  be  on  the  fiurm  of  Henry  Thomas, 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  north  of  their  camp.  In  aecordance  with 
instructions  previously  given  to  my  command,  I  ordered  them  to  fire  by 
section,  and  countermarch  to  reform  and  load  in  the  rear.  This  was 
carried  out  in  good  order,  and  with  such  execution  that,  as  prisoners 
afterwards  taken  by  Colonel  Sullivan,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  in- 
formed Mm,  we  killed  15  and  wounded  about  as  many  more.  An  officer, 
who  proved  to  be  Major  Murray,  of  the  Virginia  troops,  was  shot,  it  is 
believed  by  Lieutenant  Bedford,  with  an  Enfield  rifle. 

Knowing  that^  although  there  were  but  three  full  companies  in  sight, 
the  enemy  was  in  strong  force  at  a  short  distance,  I  considered  it  pru- 
dent, in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  to  retire  the  command  after 
all  firing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  had  ceased,  forming  for  some  time 
as  before,  flEiced  to  the  front,  but  afterwards  jnarching  in  common  time 
to  our  camp  11^  miles,  delaying  long  enough  on  the  route  to  dress  the 
wounds  of  one  of  our  men.  Private  Frank  Conner,  of  Company  G,  Third 
Ohio,  who  was  wounded  in  two  places,  besides  receiving  a  ball  through 
his  haversack,  but  is  now  doing  well. 

The  force  represented  by  the  prisoners  as  being  in  camp  near  Mar- 
shall's store  amounted  to  8,000  men,  and  they  also  report  that  two 
pieces  of  artillery  and  two  regiments  of  infantry  were  ordered  out  in 
pursuit,  doubtless  the  same  a  portion  of  which  next  day  attacked  the 
two  companies  of  your  regiment  occupying  the  outposts  on  that  road, 
viz.  Company  D,  Captain  Templeton,  and  Company  F,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Dean,  who  so  successfully  and  creditably  sustained  themselves. 

The  above  brief  -report  of  our  skirmish  is  submitted  with  the  hope 
that  we  carried  out  your  instructions  in  the  manner  you  designed. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

RICHAED  OWEN, 
Limtenant-Colanel  Fifteenth  Indiana  Voltmteers. 

CoL  G.  D.  Waoneb, 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 
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ISO.  5. 

Report  of  Oapt  David  J*  Higgina^  Twenty  fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 

Gamp,  Ohbat  Mountain  SuioaT,  Virginia, 

September  17, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of 
my  oommand  at  the  skirmish  which  oocnnid  4  miles  fix>m  camp  on  the 
12th  instant: 

My  command  was  composed  of  90  men,  detailed  30  each  from  the 
Twenty-foorth  and  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry  and  the  Fourteenth 
Indiana^  accompanied  by  Ident  John  T.  Wood,  Company  H,  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio,  and  Lieut  M.  N.  Green,  Company  B,  Fourteenth  Indiana.  I 
was  ordered  to  proceed  with  haste  to  the  relief  of  Captain  Coons,  of 
the  Fourteenth  Indiana,  who  the  evening  of  the  11th  instant  had  been 
ordered  to  guard  a  pass  5  miles  northwest  from  camp,  leading  from  the 
main  road  to  Elk  Biver.  Half  a  mile  from  camp  I  found  three  wagons, 
whose  horses  and  drivers  had  that  morning  been  taken  by  the  rebels, 
who  during  the  night  had  lain  in  large  force  near  the  camp.  Hasten- 
ing on,  we  were  met  by  a  cavaliy  solmer  leading  a  wounded  horse,  who 
stated  that  t^e  enemy  had  collected  at  the  entrance  of  the  pass,  had 
shot  his  horse,  and  that  Captain  Coons  and  party  were  doubtless  cut  ofEl 
Sending  a  squad  of  men  into  the  woods  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  I  pro- 
ceeded cautiously  within  sight  of  the  spot  where  the  horse  had  been 
shot,  when  I  sent  Lieutenant  Green  wi^  his  men  to  deploy  on  the  left 
of  the  road  and  Lieutenant  Wood  with  his  men  on  the  right,  holding 
the  detail  of  the  Twenty-fourth  on  the  right  near  the  road  on  line  with 
the  others  as  reserve  to  check  any  advance  of  the  enemy  on  the  road, 
ordering  the  whole  line  to  move  cautiously,  covering  themselves  by 
trees.  The  right  had  proceeded  about  3  rods  in  this  manner  when  it 
was  saluted  by  a  volley  of  at  least  100  guns,  with  no  loss  on  our  side. 
We  returned  the  volley,  and  immediately  advanced  upon  the  ambush, 
receiving  and  returning  a  second  volley. 

The  rebels  fled  up  frdtn  the  right  to  the  road,  where  Lieutenant  Green 
came  in  sight  of  them,  and  poured  in  a  destructive  fire.  At  this  moment 
we  saw  a  large  body  of  men  in  utter  confrision  pressing  back  upon 
what  seemed  a  larger  force  in  line  of  battle,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  of 
officers  to  rally  them.  Lieutenant  Green,  seeing  so  large  a  force,  fell 
back  upon  the  reserve,  bringing  in  2  wounded  men — ^Private  Leonard 
Daum,  wounded  in  the  arm,  and  Private  John  KiUgannon  both  of  Com- 
pany B,  Fourteenth  Indiana.  I  directed  the  line  to  be  deployed  again, 
but  to  make  no  advance,  determining  to  hold  the  position  until  the 
arrival  of  re-enfoicements. 

After  waiting  half  an  hour  Major  Harrow,  of  the  Fourteenth  Indiana, 
came  up  with  two  companies.  He  immediately  sent  forward  a  squad  of 
men  to  reconnoiter.  These  returned,  bringing  in  two  prisoners,  who 
reported  the  force  in  our  front  to  be  General  Anderson's  brigade  oi  Ten- 
nesseeans,  numbering  3,000;  that  we  had  fallen  upon  the  left  wing  of 
his  line,  and  that  his  was  one  of  three  columns  of  rebel  .infantry  which 
during  the  night  had  collected  at  three  points  to  attack  the  camp. 
Learning  these  facts.  Major  Harrow  ordered  me  to  draw  in  my  men  and 
post  them  as  advanced  guard  2  miles  nearer  camp.  This  I  did,  and 
held  the  place  unmolested  until  morning,  when  I  was  relieved. 

From  the  most  reliable  information  I  can  get  the  rebels  have  lost  in 
that  CDgagement  at  least  50  killed,  besides  many  wounded.   The  actual 
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skinnishini?  lasted  about  thirty  minates,  but  the  whole  time  we  held 
the  groimd  was  one  hour. 

I  wish  to  caU  the  attention  of  the  colonel  commanding  this  i)ost  to 
the  general  braveiy  and  coolness  of  all  the  men  under  my  command 
during  Uie  engagement.  Particularly  I  wish  to  notice  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  Lieut.  M.  N.  Green,  of  Company  B,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  and 
Lieut.  John  T.  Wood,  of  Company  H,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  whose  steady 
coolness  and  daring  example  had  great  force  in  keeping  the  deployed 
line  unbroken  and  in  causing  so  des^jructiye  a  fire  to  b&  poured  upon 
the  enemy.  X . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv- 
ant^ 

DAVID  J^  HIGGINS, 
Captain  Company  (7,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  In/anirffj  Comdg.  8cou$, 

GoL  Nathan  Kimball,  Commanding  Post 


No.  6. 
Eepart  of  CoL  Albert  Busty  Third  Arkansas  Iitfantry. 

Camf*  Babtow,  September  13, 1861^10  p.  m. 

General  :  The  expedition  against  Cheat  Mountain  failed.  My  com- 
mand consisted  of  between  1,500  and  1,600  men.  Gk>t  there  at  the 
appointed  time,  notwithstanding  the  rain.  Seized  a  number  of  their 
pickets  and  scouts.  Learned  ^m  them  that  the  enemy  was  between 
4,000  and  5,000  strong,  and  they  reported  them  to  be  strongly  fortified. 
Upon  a  reconnaissance  their  representations  were  fully  corroborated.  A 
fort  or  block-house  on  the  point  or  elbow  of  the  road,  intrenchments  on 
the  south,  and  outside  of  the  intrenchments  and  all  around  up  to  the 
road  heavy  and  impassable  abatis,  if  the  enemy  were  not  behind  them. 
Colonel  Barton,  my  lieutenant-colonel,  and  all  the  field  officers  declared 
it  would  be  madness  to  make  an  attack.  We  learned  fh>m  the  prison- 
erj.  they  were  aware  of  your  movements,  and  had  been  telegraphed  for 
re-entbrceuients,  and  I  heard  three  pieces  of  artillery  pass  down  toward 
yotkv  encampment  while  we  were  seeking  to  make  an  assault  upon  them. 

I  took  the  assistant  commissary,  and  for  one  regiment  I  found  upon 
his  person  a  requisition  for  930  rations ;  also  a  letter  indicating  they 
had  very  little  subsistence.  I  brought  only  one  prisoner  back  with  me. 
The  cowiurdice  of  the.  guard  (not  Arkansian)  permitted  the  others  to 
escape.  Spies  had  evidently  communicatea  our  movements  to  the 
enemy.  The  fort  was  completed,  as  reported  by  the  different  prisoners 
examined  separately,  and  another  in  process  of  construction.  We  got 
near  enough  to  see  the  enemy  in  the  trenches  beyond  the  abatis.  The 
most  of  my  command  behaved  admirably.  Some  I  would  pretier  to  be 
without  upon  any  expedition. 

General  Jackson  requests  me  to  say  that  he  is  in  possession  of  the 
first  summit  of  Cheat  Mountain,  and  hopes  you  are  doing  something  in 
Tygart'S  Valley,  and  will  retain  command  of  it  until  he  receives  orders 
from  your  quarters.  My  own  opinion  is  that  there  is  nothing  to  be 
gained  by  occupying  that  mountain.  It  will  take  a  heavy  force  to  take 
the  pass,  and  at  a  heavy  loss.  I  knew  the  enemy  had  four  times  my 
force;  but  for  the  abatis  we  would  have  made  the  assault.  We  could 
not  get  to  them  to  make  it.  The  general  says,  in  his  note  to  me,  his 
occupying  Cheat  Mountain  ma^  bring  on  an  engagement,  but  he  is  pre- 
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pared,  and  will  whip  them  if  they  come.  I  see  from  the  postscript  that 
he  requests  his  note  to  me.  to  be  inclosed  to  yoa.  I  can  only  say  that  all 
human  power  could  do  towards  success  in  my  expedition  failed  of  suc- 
cess. The  taking  of  the  picket  looked  like  a  providential  interposition. 
I  took  the  first  one  myself,  being  at  the  head  of  the  column  when  I  got 
to  the  road. 

In  great  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  BUST. 
Oohnelj  dsc 
General  Lobing,  Commanding^  &o. 

[Inclotnie.] 

Deab  Oolonel  :  Betum  into  camp  with  your  command.  So  soon 
as  you  arrive  address  a  letter  to  Greneral  Loring,  explaining  the  fulure 
and  the  reasons  of  it.  Show  this  to  Captain  Niell,  quartermaster,  and 
let  him  at  once  furnish  an  express  ready  to  take  your  letter  by  the  ne^r 
route.  If  possible,  get  the  postmaster,  Mr.  Abagast>,  to  go,  and  go  rap- 
idly, and  at  once.  Say  in  your  letter  that  I  am  in  possession  of  first 
summit  of  Cheat  Mountain,  and  am  in  hopes  of  something  going  on  in 
Tygart's  Valley,  and  shall  retain  command  of  it  until  I  receive  orders 
fix>m  headquarters.  It  may  bring  on  an  engagement,  but  I  am  pre* 
pared,  and  shall  whip  them  if  they  come. 
Very  truly, 

H.  B.  JACKSON. 

P.  S. — I  cannot  write  here.  Inclose- 4;his  scrawl  in  your  own  letter. 
Yon  had  better  return  yourself  at  once  to  camp,  leaving  your  command 
to  follow.  We  had  several  skirmishes  yesterday  and  killed  several  of 
the  enemy. 


No.  7. 
General  Le^s  orders* 

SPEOIAL  OsDEBS,  >  HEADQtJABTEBS  OF  THE  FOBCES. 

No.  — .  )         VaUey  Movntam^  W.  Fa.,  September  9, 1861: 

The  forward  movement  announced  to  the  Army  of  the  Northtirest 
in  Special  Orders.  No.  28,  from  its  headquarters,  of  this  date,  gives  the 
general  commanaing  the  opportunity  of  exhorting  the  troops  to  keep 
steadily  in  view  the  great  principles  for  which  they  contend  and  to 
manifest  to  the  world  their  determination  to  maintain  them.  The  eyes 
of  the  country  are  upon  you.  The  safety  of  your  homes  and  the  lives 
of  all  you  hold  dear  depend  upon  your  courage  and  exertions.  Let 
each  man  resolve  to  be  victorious,  and  that  the  right  of  self-government, 
liberty,  and  peace  shall  in  him  find  a  defender.  The  progress  of  this 
army  must  be  forward. 

B.  £.  Ii£2Ej, 
General^  Commanding. 

Speoial  Obdebs,  >  Headquabtebs, 

No.  — .  )      Camp  on  Valley  River,  Vcl,  September  14, 1861. 

The  forced  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's  positions,  both  at  Cheat 
Mountain  Pass  and  on  Valley  Biver,  having  been  completed,  and  the 
character  of  the  natural  approaches  and  the  nature '  of  the  artificial 
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defenses  exposed,  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  will  resume  its  former 
position  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner  as  General  Loring  shall  direct, 
and  continue  its  preparations  for  further  operations.  The  commanding 
general  experienced  mudi  gratification  at  the  cheerfulness  and  alacrity 
displayed  by  the  troops  in  this  arduous  operation.  The  promptitude 
with  which  they  surmounted  every  difficulty,  driving  in  and  capturing 
the  enemy's  pickets  on  the  fronts  examined  and  exhibiting  that  readiness 
for  attack,  gives  assurance  of  victory  when  a  fit  opportunity  offers. 

Oeneralj  Commanding. 


8EFTEHBEB  12^17, 1861.— Arrest  of  members  of  the  Xaryland  Legiala- 

tore  and  other  dtiiens  of  that  State. 

No.  1.— iDstmotioiiB  finnn  Secretary  of  War  to  Generfti  Banks. 

No.  2.— Report  of  Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz. 

No.  3.— Letter  ttom  General  Dix  to  Mi^.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool. 

No.  4.— Reports  of  Mi^or-General  Banks  of  amete  at  Frederick,  Md. 

No.  5.— ReiK>rt  of  Mr.  AUen  Pinkerton  of  arrests  at  Baltimore,  lid. 

No.  6.— Letter  from  General  Wool  to  commanding  officer  Fort  Lafayette,  New  York. 

No.  7.— Letter  fiom  GoTomor  Hicks  to  General  Banks. 

Fo.  1. 

Inttruetions  from  Secretary  of  War  to  General  BankSy  TT.  8.  Army. 

War  Departmrnt, 
Waahinfftony  September  U,  1861. 
M%j.  Oen.  K.  P.  Banks,  Commanding  near  Darnestown^  Md.: 

General  :  The  passage  of  any  act  of  secession  by  the  legislature  of 
Maryland  must  be  prevented.  If  necessary,  all  or  any  part  of  the  mem- 
bers must  be  arrested.  Ezerdse  your  own  judgment  as  to  the  time  and 
manner,  but  do  the  work  effectively. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

9IMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

No.  2. 

Export  of  Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dfo,  U.  S.  Army. 

Hbadquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore^  Md.^  September  11, 1861—11  p.  m* 
Hon.  Simon  Oamebon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib  :  Tour  letter  was  handed  to  me  half  an  hour  ago  by  Mr.  Allen,* 
who  is  of  the  opinion  that,  in  consideration  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  uncertainty  of  finding  all  the  parties,  the  arrests  should  be 

*  Not  found ;  bat  see  report  No.  5,  following. 
13  B  B— -VOL  V 
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deferred  till  to-morrow  night    I  wUl  detain  the  steamer,  so  that  they 
can  be  taken  directly  on  toaM.    No  efibrt  or  precantion  will  be  spared 
to  carry  yonr  order  into  execution  promptly  and  effectaally. 
I  am,  very  respectfolly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commandmg. 


No.  3. 

Letter  from  General  IHx  to  Maj.  Oen.  John  E.  WooL 

Headquabtebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

BalUmorej  Md.j  September  13,  1861. 

General:  Lient'.  W.  M.  Wilson,  of  the  Foarth  Cavalry,  will  leave 
these  headquarters  this  evening?  with  the  following  gentlemen,  who  have 
been  taken  in  custody  by  order  of  the  Gk^vemmeut :  George  William 
Brown,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Baltimore ;  members-elect  of  the  legislaturei 
S.  Teakle  Wallis,  Henry  M.  Warfleld,  Charles  H.  Pitts,  T.  Parkin  Scott, 
Lawrence'  Sangston,  Boss  Winans,  John  Hanson  Thomas,  William  G. 
Harrison,  Leonard  G.  QuinUm,  and  Bobert  M.  Denison ;  Henry  May, 
member  of  Congress :  F.  Key  Howard,  Andrew  A.  Lynch,  and  Thomas 
W.  Hall,  citizens  of  Baltimore.  The  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
is  to  keep  them  in  close  custody,  suffering  no  one  to  commonicate  with 
them,  and  to  convey  them  at  once  to  Fort  Monroe,  there  to  remain  ia 
close  custody  until  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  their  ultimate  destination. 
The  prisoners  are  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Wilson,  who  will  return  with 
the  detachment  of  the  Third  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  sent  as  a 
guard  to  the  prisoners,  to  these  headquarters  by  the  first  steamer. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
MajoT'Oeneral^  Commanding. 

M%j.  G«n.  John  E.  Wool, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia^ 


No.  4. 

Reports  of  Major-Oeneral  Banks  of  arrests  at  Frederick^  Md. 

Dabnestown,  Md.,  September  18, 1861. 
To  Governor  Sewabd: 

But  four  present  at  opening  yesterday.    Eighteen  s only  in 

town.    Twelve  secured  up  to  5  p.  m.    Probably  all  last  night. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 


Headquabtebs,  Camp  neab  Dabnestown, 

September  20, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Seo- 
retary  of  War,  and  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
transmitted  to  me  by  letter  of  the  12th  instant,*  that  all  the  members 
of  the  Maryland  Legislature  assembled  at  Frederick  City  on  the  17th  in- 

*  Theae  inBtraotioiis  camiot  be  fonnd. 
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Btant  known  or  suspected  to  be  disloyal  in  their  relations  to  the  €k>vem- 
meat  have  been  arrested* 

The  opening  of  the  session  was  attended  chiefly  by  Union  men,  and 
after  rigid  examination  but  nine  secession  members  were  found  in  the 
cily.  These  were  arrested,  with  the  derk  of  the  senate,  and  sent  to  An- 
napolis, according  to  my  orders,  on  the  18th  instant,  under  guard,  and 
safely  lodged  on  board  a  Goyemment  steamer  in  waiting  for  them.  Of 
their  destination  thence  I  had  no  direction.  The  names  of  the  parties 
thus  armted  and  disposed  of  were  as  follows,  vie:  B.  H.  Salmon, 
Frederick:  B. O. McGubbin,  Annapolis ;  William B. Miller, Oedl County ; 
Thomas  Glaggett,  Frederick;  Josiah  H.  Gordon,  Alleghany  County; 
Clark  J.  Durant,  Saint  Mary's  County;  J.  Lawrence  Jones,  Talbot 
Comity ;  Andrew  Kessler,  jr.,  Frederick ;  Bernard  Mills,  Carroll  County ; 
J.  W.  Brecolt,  chief  derk  of  the  senate. 

No  meeting  of  the  senate  occurred ;  but  t^ree  senators  were  in  town, 
and  those  were  Union  men.  Three  subordinate  oifiicers  of  the  senate, 
the  chief  derk  and  printer  of  the  house,  and  one  or  two  others  were  also 
arrested,  but  released  after  the  departure  of  the  members  for  Annap- 
olis upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

MOton  Kidd,  derk  of  the  house,  is  in  the  last  stages  of  consumption, 
beyond  the  power  of  doing  harm,  and  was  released  uiK>n  taking  the 
oath  and  making  a  solemn  declaration  to  act  no  further  with  the  legis- 
lature under  any  circumstances  whatever.  This  course  was  adopted 
npon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  Union  members  present.  The  same 
parties  desired  the  rdease  of  B.  C.  McGubbin,  of  Annapolis,  upon  the 
same  condition.  I  telegraphed  to  the  commander  of  the  steamer  that 
he  might  be  left  at  Annapolis  under  sufficient  guard  until  the  orders  of 
the  Government  could  be  ascertained. 

Colonel  Buger,  Third  Wisconsin  Begiment;  Lieutenant  Copeland, 
my  aide-de-camp,  and  a  detachment  of  police  rendered  effident  aid. 

Sufficient  information  was  obtained  as  to  preparations  for  board,  &;c., 
to  lead  to  the  bdief  that  the  attendance  of  members  would  have  been 
large  had  not  the  arrest  of  some  of  the  leaders  been  made  at  Baltimore 
on  Saturday  and  Monday  before  the  day  of  meeting. 

I  regret  the  attempt  at  Frederick  was  not  more  successfhl. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BAKESj 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divttion. 

CoL  B.  B.  Mabcy,  Chief  of  Staff y  dkc.  : 


No.  5. 
Report  of  Mr.  AUen  Pinherton  of  arrests  at  Baltimorej  Md, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  23, 1861. 

8m:  On  the  11th  instant,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  the  Hon. 
Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Major-General  McClellan,  I 
went  to  Baltimore,  accompanied  by  a  sufficient  number  of  my  detective 
force,  and  Lieut.  W.  M.  Wilson,  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Cavalry. 
On  arriving  in  Baltimore  I  proceeded  to  Fort  McHenry,  and  delivered 
to  Major-General  Dix  an  order  from  the  War  Department  for  the  arrest 
of  T.  Parkin  Scott,  S.  Teakle  Wallis,  Frank  Key  Howard,  T.  W.  Hall, 
Henry  May,  and  H.  M.  Warfield.  The  said  order  mentioned  to  General 
Dix  that  I  was  instructed  to  conduct  the  arrests,  also  to  search  for  and 
Beize  the  coh^spondence  of  the  above-named  parties. 

On  consultation  with  Geuei'al  Dix  it  was  deemed  advisable,  as  it  was 
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now  about  midnight^  to  postpone  the  attempt  to  arrest  nntil  the  follow- 
ing night,  as  it  was  impossible  to  tell  if  the  parties  to  be  arrested  were 
in  town  or  at  their  respective  honses.  General  Dix  directed  me  to  call 
on  Provost-Marshal  Dodge  and  Assistant  Provost-Marshal  McPhail,  of 
Baltimore,  who  isonld  furnish  me  all  the  police  force  necessary  to  make 
the  arrests.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  I  called  on  Messrs. 
Dodge  and  McPhail.  I  found  them  to  be  highly  intelligent  and  able 
men  for  their  respective  positions,  and  arrangements  were  at  once  en- 
tered into  between  us  for  procuring  the  necessary  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  probable  whereabouts  of  the  parties  named  to  be  arrested, 
and  the  hour  of  midnight  was  fixed  upon  as  the  time  to  make  the  descent, 
Mr.  McPhail  detailing  a  sufficient  ix>lice  force  to  accompany  my  own 
force  to  each  house. 

At  about  9.30  p.  m.,  while  at  the  provost-marshal's  office,  an  order 
was  received  from  Mi^or-Gheneral  Dix,  addressed  to  Provost-Marshal 
Dodge,  directing  the  arrest  of  Oeorge  W.  Brown,  W.  O.  Harrison, 
Lawrence  Sangston,  Boss  Winans,  J.  Hanson  Thomas,  Andrew  A. 
Lynch,  0.  H.  Pitts,  L.  O.  Quinlan,  and  Robert  M.  Denison.  Arrange- 
ments were  at  once  made  for  the  arrest  of  the  above-named  parties, 
which  was  accomplished  during  the  night,  and  early  on  the  following 
day  (13th)  they  were  all  committed  to  Fort  McHenry. 

At  about  midnight  the  several  divisions  moved  simultaneously  upon 
the  places  where  we  had  discovered  Scott,  Wallis,  F.  Key  Howard, 
Hall,  May,  and  Warfleld,  and  at  that  time  all  the  above  named  were 
arrested  within  fifteen  minutes,  their  clothing  thoroughly  searched,  and 
immediately  thereafter  they  were  forwarded  to  Fort  McHenry  in  sepa- 
rate carriages.  My  force  made  diligent  search  for  all  correspondence  on 
the  premises  of  each  of  the  parties,  all  of  which  was  seized. 

Frank  Key  Howard  being  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Baltimore  Ex- 
change newspaper  and  T.  W.  Hall  editor  of  The  South,  I  construed 
the  order  to  search  for  and  seize  corresiK>ndence  of  a  treasonable  nature 
in  the  possession  of  the  parties  arrested  a  sufficient  warrant  for  me  to 
enter  and  search  the  editorial  and  press  rooms  of  the  Exchange  and 
South,  which  I  did,  seizing  the  correspondence  found  therein. 

All  the  correspondence  found  I  brought  with  me  to  Washington,  and 
now  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  briefs  of  the  same,  which  I 
have  had  carefidly  prepared,  retaining  the  originals  in  my  possession 
subject  to  your  order.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALLEN  PINKERTON. 

Hon.  Wm.  H.  Sewabd,  Secretary  of  StaU^  Washington^  D.  C. 


No.  6. 

Lett^  from  General  Wool  to  Commanding  Officer  Fort  Lafayette^  J^.  Y. 

Headquabtebs  Depabtdcent  of  YinamiA, 

Fort  Monroe,  September  24, 1861. 

Sib  :  By  direction  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott,  I  forward  to  you  for 
custody  and  safe-keeping  at  Fort  Lafayette  the  following  political  pris- 
oners, arrested  in  Baltimore,  14  in  number,  viz  :t 

•  •••••• 

^_  I      . I  _  I  _  ■  ■  -  -     —  — — ^ 

*  Not  famished  from  the  State  Department. 

t  List  omitted,  embraces  aU  the  names  given  in  No.  3,  p.  194,  except  that  of  Boas 
Winana. 
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I  presiune  you  will  receive  instnictions  in  regard  to  them  from  the 
proper  quarters.  In  the  mean  time,  acoording  to  the  recommendation 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  me,  <'  they  will  be  allowed  decent  fE^re  and 
the  privileges  of  air  and  exercise  compatible  with  their  safe-keeping," 
not  going  oat  of  the  fort  They  must  be  watched  daring  their  confine- 
ment, and  allowed  to  receive  no  visitors  not  authorized  by  the  authori- 
ties in  Washington^  and  when  visited  a  commissioned  officer  must  be 
present. 

Ton  will  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  communication  and  of  the 
prisoners  named  in  it»  Such  acknowledgment,  in  writing,  will  be  handed 
to  Captain  Coster,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  who  will  deliver  the  prisoners 
into  your  own  custody. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  WOOL, 


To  the  OoiUAivDiNa  Officbb, 

Fart  La/ay etUy  New  York  Marhar* 


MajoT'OenerdL 


ISTo.  7. 

Letter  from  Chvemar  Ridss  to  Oenerdl  Bahke^ 

State  of  Mabvulnb,  Exboxtttvb  Ghambeb, 

jinnapoUsj  September  20^  1861. 

Dbab  Sib  :  We  have  some  of  the  product  of  your  order  here  in  the 
persons  of  some  eight  or  ten  members  of  the  State  Legislature,  soon,  I 
learn,  to  depart  for  healthy  quarters.  We  see  the  good  i^nit  already 
produced  by  the  arrests. 

We  can  no  longer  mince  matters  with  these  desperate  people.  I  con- 
cur in  all  you  have  done. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  H.  HICKS. 
Maj.  Oen.  K  P.  Banks. 


SEPTEMBER  16, 1861.*4Skirmish  at  Pritohard's  Mill,  Vs.,  near  Antietam 

Ford,  Md. 

Bepert  of  OoL  John  W.  Oeary,  Twenty-eighth  Fenneyleania  Infantry. 

Point  op  Eoges.  Mabtland, 

September  17, 1861. 

Sib  :  On  the  night  of  the  13th  instant  I  received  reliable  information 
that  about  2,200  rebels  were  stationed  in  an  ofifensive  attitude  between 
the  Shenandoah  and  Shepherdstown,  on  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Poto- 
mac. This  force  was  composed  of  infantry  (the  greater  portion  of  them 
being  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Old  Furnace  and  Pritchard's  Mill. 
The  number  of  them  actually  engaged  is  varionsly  estimated  at  from 
500  to  600,  while  they  had  a  reserve  of  1,500  or  1,600  within  a  short  dis- 
tance  behind  the  hills  and  along  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Martins- 
l)nrg),  cavalry,  and  artillery,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon.  Their  object 
seemed  to  be  to  attack  the  right  of  my  command,  resting  about  3  miles 
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above  Harper's  Ferry,  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river,  and  threatened 
that  they  wonld  tarn  that  position,  gain  the  rear  of  my  pickets,  and 
capture  a  considerable  portion  of  my  command,  consisting  of  two  com- 
panies of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment  This,  information 
reached  me  at  11  o^dock  at  night ;  and  one  hour  after  I  proceeded  Ax>m 
my  camp  at  this  place  with  three  companies  of  riflemen  (B,  I,  and  L) 
of  my  regiment,  a  section  of  the  New  York  Ninth  Battery,  with  two 
rifled  cannon,  commanded  by  Lieut.  J.  W.  Martin.  After  a  very  rapid 
and,  owing  to  the  extreme  [heat]  of  the  weather,  fatiguing  march  of  12 
miles  I  reached  Harper's  Ferry  about  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th.  I  found  the  rebels  then  engaged  in  making  an  attack  upon  the 
troops  stationed  above  my  command  near  Sharpsbnrg.  Those  troops 
made  a  handsome  defense,  and  before  I  could  proceed  to  their  assistance 
the  rebels  retired,  under  pretense  of  having  received  orders  to  report  at 
once  at  Manassas. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  I  acquired  considerable  knowledge  of  the 
position  of  tiie  enemy,  and,  desiring  to  assure  myself  more  particularly 
with  regard  to  their  movements,  I  detailed  scouting  parties  to  such 
]K>ints  as  the  rebels  were  said  to  be,  to  ascertain  the  truth.  One  of 
these  parties,  consisting  of  an  officer  (Lieutenant  Brown),  1  sergeant, 
and  6  privates,  all  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  mounted, 
by  my  direction  pushed  forward  as  far  as  Antietam  Ford }  tJiis  party, 
returning,  while  opposite  Pritchard's  Mill,  were  flred  upon  suddenly 
from  the  Virginia  side  of  the  river  by  a  volley  of  about  50  muskets 
from  a  body  of  men  perfectly  concealed.  One  man  of  the  party  was 
instantly  killed  on  the  spot,  and,  owing  to  a  continuous  Are  kept  [up]  on 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  party,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  move 
from  the  position  to  which  they  had  taken  themselves  to  prevent  further 
losses  as  the  enemy  deployed  down  the  river. 

About  the  same  time  a  number  of  the  enemy  made  their  appearance 
on  the  apex  brow  of  the  Loudoun  Heights,  also  on  the  road  leading 
around  its  base  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  commenced  firing.  At  the  same 
[time]  a  considerable  number  of  them  opened  Are  from  t£e  heights  back 
of  Harper's  Ferry  and  from  all  parts  of  the  railroad  along  the  river  up 
to  Pritchard's  Mill.  The  latter  were  deployed,  well  covered  behind  the 
embankments  of  the  railroad  and  bushes,  and  secreted  in  houses,  bams, 
and  lime  quarries. 

I  stationed  Company  L,  under  command  of  Captain  Barr,  of  my  regi- 
ment, upon  that  portion  of  the  Bsdtimore  and  Ohio  Railroad*below  the 
abutment  of  the  burnt  bridge,  in  the  direction  of  Sandy  Hook,  with  in- 
structions to  clear  the  Loudoun  Heights  and  the  road  at  their  base, 
which  they  did,  causing  the  enemy  quickly  to  retire,  leaving  5  or  6  killed 
and  wounded  on  the  ground.  I  stationed  a  company  and  a  half  of  the 
Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment,  commanded  by  Major  Ooald,  from 
the  bridge  upward  to  the  first  lock  on  the  canal,  a  distance  of  abont 
1}  miles,  to  defend  against  attacks  from  the  town  and  surrounding 
heights.  I  also  left  one  piece  of  artillery  with  Mi^or  Gould's  detach- 
ment in  such  position  as  to  sweep  the  several  streets  of  Harper's  Ferry. 
I  placed  Company  B,  Captain  Warden,  of  my  regiment,  above  the  lock, 
where  the  right  of  Mfyor  Gould's  command  rested,  and  deployed  it 
along  the  river  about  1  mile.  This  company  rendered  very  efficient 
service  by  its  good  marksmen  at  long  range  and  seriously  galled  the 
enemy.  I  then  advanced  with  one  piece  of  artillery,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Martin:  half  of  Company  I,  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment, commanded  by  Captain  Shriber;  and  Company  I,  commanded  by 
Captain  McDonough,  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.    The 
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combined  advaDoe,  nambering  about  130  men,  took  poBsession  of  sey- 
eral  dry  basins  alonff  the  canal  and  a  point  known  as  Maryland  Ore 
Banks,  whi<^  aJfordea  an  exceUent  shelter  to  my  men.  Thns  situated,  a 
very  spirited  fire  was  maintained  for  something  over  two  hours,  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  gradually  slackening  as  they  were  dislodged  by  our  artil- 
leiy  and  sharpshooters,  until  about  6  o^dock  the  firing  entirely  ceased. 
(The  enemy  were  driven  from  every  point  they  occupied  and  sullenly 
retired  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns  toward  the  interior).  During  this 
afl^r  considerable  damage  was  done  to  the  mill,  houses,  and  bams  in 
wMch  the  rebels  had  taken  shelter  within  reach  of  our  cannon. 

As  &t  as  can  be  ascertained  through  Virginia  sources  deemed  relia- 
ble there  were  18  of  the  rebels  killed  and  atout  25  wounded.  It  is  im- 
possible to  ascertain  exactly  what  the  casualties  of  the  enemy  were,  from 
the  fiict  [that]  the  river  divided  us  from  them,  and  we  have  partly  to 
rely  upon  the  Virginians  themselves  for  our  information.    Our  loss  was 

1  kill^  and  3  slightly  wounded.  The  wounds  all  occurred  frt>m.frAg- 
ments  detached  frx)m  the  bands  around  the  James  shell,  discharged 
by  our  own  artilleiy. 

The  efficiency  and  long  range  of  our  Enfield  rifles  has  been  frdly 
proved  in  this  affair,  and  I  am  pleased  to  state  they  have  verified  our 
foUest  expectations.  Their  superior  accuracy  and  length  of  range  over 
those  of  the  enemy  account  in  part  for  the  small  number  of  casualties 
on  our  side. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  troops  under  my 
command,  without  exception,  behaved  with  the  most  admirable  bravery 
and  coolness.  And  I  would  be  derelict  of  duty  if  I  did  not  state  that 
the  highest  meed  of  praise  is  due  to  the  company  officers  for  the  gal- 
lant manner  in  which  they  carried  out  every  oitler  issued  and  the  noble 
emulation  which  animated  them  during  the  action.  Several  small  skir- 
mishes have  occurred  since,  but  owing  to  t^e  smallness  of  the  numbers 
engaged  would  not  justify  a  detuled  statement 

A  skirmish  occurred  tiiis  evening  near  Harper's  Ferry  between  the 
rebels  and  a  portion  of  troops,  resulting  successfully  to  our  arms.  Sev- 
eral of  the  enemy  are  reported  killed  and  wounded. 

A  small  skirmish  occurred  above  this  place,  in  which,  it  is  said,  one 
of  the  rebels  was  killed. 

Bespectfnlly  submitted. 

[JOHK  W.  GBAEY, 
Colonel,  Tfoenty-eighth  Regiment  Penmylvania  Volunteers.] 

Gapt  BoBSBT  Williams,  AseisUmt  AdjutanPOenerdl. 

Casualties  of  the  enemy :  18  killed  and  25  wounded. 

Casualties  of  my  command :  1  killed ;  3  slightly  wounded. 

Articles  captured:  2  iron  cannon  ^12-i)ounders);  2  fine  bay  mules: 

2  small  brass  mortars:  1  wftgon;l  prisoner,  WilUam  S.  Engles,  second 
hentenant  Company  K,  Second  Virginia  Volunteers. 


SBFTBMBEB  16, 1881.^Skirmi8h  opposite  Seneoa  Creek,  Karyland. 
Beport  of  MaJ,  Oen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banke,  U.  8.  Army. 

Dabnestowk,  September  17, 1861. 

An  quiet  here.    Nothing  unusual  at  PoolesviUe  up  to  this  evening, 
nor  above,  so  far  as  we  can  learn.    Last  night  a  party  of  the  Thirty- 
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foarth  New  York,  Colonel  La  Dew,  crossed  the  river  at  Seneca  Creek, 
and  encountered  a  force  of  three  companies,  losing  2  or  3  men  out  of 
15.  This  morning  they  shelled  the  rebel  camp  and  drove  them  back. 
Nothing  else  has  occunred,  and  nothing  is  indicated  on  the  jiart  of  the 
enemy. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 

Hon.  Thomas  A.  Sooxt,  Assisiawt  Secretary,  of  War. 


SEPTEMBER  8S-25,  1861.— Deseent  upon  Bomney,  W.  Va.,  ineliiding 
a£Buis  at  Xaohaniosbiirg  Gap  and  Hanging  Book  Pih. 


No.  1.— Col.  AnguB  W.  McDonald,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  2.— Col.  £.  H.  MoDonald,  Seyenty-aeyeuth  Virghiia  Militia. 

No.  3.— Col.  A.  Monroe,  One  hondred  and  fonrteenth  Virginia  Militia. 

No.  4.— M%j.  O.  B.  Fansten,  C.  8.  Aimy. 

No.  5. — ^Lient.  J.  H.  Lionberger,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Col  Angus  W.  McDonaldj  C.  S.  Army. 

Hbadqxtabtebs, 
Bomney  Va.^  October  20,  1861. 

Genbbal:  Inclosed  yon  have  my  report  of  the  conflict  of  the  24th 
and  25th  ultimo.  I  regret  the  necessity  which  compels  me  to  invite 
yoar  pemsal  of  so  long  a  report  of  so  unimportant  an  affiair.  Feeling 
deeply,  however,  the  importance  of  holding  this  post,  and  anxious  that 
the  Department  should  appreciate  the  hazard  of  attempting  to  do  so 
a^inst  greatly  superior  forces  both  in  numbers  and  equipments,  I 
have  indulged  in  details  combining  action  and  description,  that  the 
great  extent  of  my  line  of  defense  may  be  more  strikingly  manifest. 

You  will  perceive  from  my  report  that  the  two  passes  through  which 
my  position  was  attacked  are  distant  from  each  other  some  6  miles. 
Besides  these,  2  miles  below  the  Hanging  Eock  Pass  there  are  three 
fords  and  a  bridge  over  the  South  Branch.  The  passage  over  any  one 
of  these  would  place  the  enemy  within  the  portals  of  my  line.  Kine 
miles  south  of  Bomney  is  a  third  gap,  through  which  the  valley  of  the 
South  Branch  may  be  entered  and  the  river  forded.  If  my  force  sta- 
tioned at  any  one  of  the  passes  or  fords  should  be  opposed  by  over- 
whelming numbers  of  the  enemy,  re-enforcements  fh)m  either  of  the 
other  passes  could  only  be  received  by  a  march  of  from  2  to  7  miles. 

This  statement  is,  I  am  sure,  sufQcient  to  show  by  what  a  precarious 
tenure,  with  the  handfhl  of  force  I  have,  I  now  hold  this  place.  The 
printed  slip  which  I  inclose,  clipped  from  a  Wheeling  paper,  is  from 
the  pen  of  one  who  well  understands  the  subject  upon  which  he  has 
written.  I  will  add  to  it:  From  Bomney  to  the  mouth  of  Little  Caca- 
pon  is  25  miles;  to  the  mouth  of  the  Siouth  Branch,  18  miles;  to  the 
town  of  Cumberland,  27  miles;  to  New  Greek  Station,  18  miles;  to  Pied- 
mont and  Bloomington,  each  25  miles.  All  of  these  are  points  on  tiie 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  any  one  of  them  may  be  attacked 
by  a  day's  march  from  Bomney.  The  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Little  Cacapon  to  Bloomington  is  about  60  miles.  The  mean  distance 
from  Bomney  to  the  railroad  is  about  20  miles. 
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It  is,  I  presume,  impossible  that  either  army  can  winter  on  the  top 
or  at  the  foot  of  Cheat  Mountain.  Jackson's  force  added  to  mine  conld 
hold  the  rich  valleys  of  the  South  Branch  and  Patterson's  Greek,  and 
draw  from  them  abundant  supplies  during  the  winter,  and  always 
have  the  power  to  prevent  the  use— safe  use  at  least — by  the  enemy 
of  either  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  or  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
CanaL 

If  my  command  is  to  winter  here,  it  is  time  to  provide  quarters  for 
them.  In  less  than  fifteen  days  inclement  weather  will  compel  us  to 
strike  our  tents,  if  tbe  cowardice  of  the  enemy,  now  outnumbering  us 
five  times,  will  permit  us  so  long  to  hold  this  post.  Two-fifths  of  my 
regiment  are  now,  by  the  requirements  of  the  Department,  in  Berkeley 
and  JefiTerson.  If  I  had  a  regiment  of  volunteers  and  three  additional 
pieces  of  artillery  my  camp  would  be  defended  by  them,  whilst  my 
mounted  men  ooidd  at  any  time  strike  some  point  on  the  railroad  or 
canal,  and  prevent  their  available  use  by  the  enemy. 

I  beg  to  be  informed  if  I  must  prepare  winter  quarters  at  Bomney. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours  to  command, 

ANGUS  w.  Mcdonald, 

CoUmelf  Commanding  Brigade^  do* 
General  S.  Coopeb. 


Headquabtebs, 
Eomney^  Fa.,  October  8, 1861. 

Genebai.:  On  the  night  of  the  23d  September  last,  about  11.30 
o'clock,  the  intelligence  was  received  by  me  that  our  picket,  stationed 
2  miles  beyond  tiie  Mechanicsburg  Pass,  on  the  old  road  leading  to 
Paddytown  (now  New  Creek  Station),  had  been  fired  upon  and  driven 
in  by  the  advance  guard  of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  moving  upon 
Bomney.  I  at  once  sent  an  order  to  Major  Funsten,  commanding  that 
portion  of  the  cavalry  regiment  under  my  command  at  this  place,  to 
detach  the  companies  of  Captains  Sheetz,  Bowen,  Miller,  and  Harper 
to  the  Mechanicsburg  Pass,  with  orders  to  occupy  it  and  hold  it  against 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  to  order  Captain  Myers'  company  to 
the  Hanging  Bock  Pass,  to  co-operate  with  Col.  £.  H.  McDonald,  com- 
manding the  Seventy -seventh  Begiment  of  Virginia  Militia,  in  charge 
of  this  pass,  in  holding  it  against  Uie  enemy.  At  the  same  time  Lieu- 
tenant Lionberger  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Mechanicsburg  Pass 
with  the  howitzer,  under  command  of  Major  Funsten. 

I  learned  upon  return  of  my  aide,  Lieutenant  McDonald,  that  my 
orders  had  been  anticipated  so  far  as  the  sending  of  Captain  Myers 
with  bis  company  to  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass  and  Captain  Sheetz  to  the 
Mechanicsburg  Pass.  Colonel  Monroe^  commanding  tHe  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Begiment  Virginia  Mihtia,  was  ordered  to  march  his 
regiment  (then  reported  to  l^  140  to  150  strong,  and  encamped  at 
Church  Hill,  3  miles  east  of  Bomney,  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike 
road)  to  a  point  just  east  of  Bomney,  and,  as  a  reserve,  there  to  await 
further  orders.  Captain  Jordan  was  ordered  to  deploy  his  company 
along  the  eastern  base  of  the  mountain  in  which  are  the  above-named 
passes,  so  as  to  give  timely  notice  should  the  enemy  attempt  the  passage 
of  the  mountain  between  them.  The  rifled  Gpounder  and  the  4-pounder 
were  not  removed  &om  camp,  retaining  them  until  subsequent  events 
should  demonstrate  what  position  for  them  would  he  most  advanta- 
geous.   Captains  Winfield  and  Shands'  companies  of  cavalry  were  also 
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directed  to  remoia  in  camp,  whiob  is  aboat  200  yards  back  of  and  on 
the  inland  slope  of  Cemetery  Hill,  awaiting  orders. 

It  is  propel*)  in  order  to  give  you  an  understanding  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  main  attack  was  expected,  that  you  should  have  before 
you  a  brief  outline  of  the  positions  occupied  by  my  command.  The 
town  of  Bomney  is  situated  upon  a  plateau  elevated  some  150  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  South  Branch,  which  washes  the  base  of  a  high 
bluff.  The  western  terminus  of  the  plateau,  1  mile  west  of  Bomney, 
is  the  South  Branch  Mountain,  in  which  are  the  Mechanicsburg  and 
Hanging  Bock  Passes;  the  former  3  miles  southwest,  the  latter  4 
miles  northwest,  from  Bomney.  After  having  made  the  disposition  of 
my  forces  as  above  detailed,  I  proceeded  to  the  Mechanicsburg  Pass. 
Before  arriving  there  I  heard  several  volleys  of  musketry,  which  pro- 
ceeded from  the  western  entrance.  Arriving  there,  I  found  the  detach- 
ment under  Mtyor  Funsten;  a  portion  of  it  strongly  posted  behind  a 
breastwork  formed  of  rock,  and  a  dam  across  a  miU  creek,  which  flows 
through  the  pass,  whilst  another  portion  of  it  was  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers upon  both  siues  of  the  pass.  Whilst  here  sharp  firing  oocuned  bo- 
tween  the  adv&nce  of  the  enemy  and  our  skirmishers. 

At  about  6  o^clock  in  the  morning,  the  firing  having  ceased  at  the 
Mechanicsburg  Pass,  I  returned  to  town.  In  the  mean  time  we  had 
been  quiet  at  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass.  At  about  6.30  several  volleys 
of  musketry  were  distinctly  heard  coming  from  this  pass.  I  had  been 
confident  up  to  this  time  that  the  attack  which  had  been  made  at  the 
Mechanicsburg  Pass  was  only  a  feint  to  mask  the  main  attack,  which 
was  to  be  made  at  the  other.  At  this  time  the  fog  was  so  dense  as  to 
obscure  completely  every  object  beyond  a  distance  of  50  yards  and  so 
continued  until  10  or  10.30  o'clock. 

Immediately  upon  hearing  the  firing  fh>m  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass  I 
sent  an  order  to  Colonel  Monroe  to  leave  50  of  his  men  as  a  reserve, 
and  with  the  remainder  to  move  without  delay  to  the  support  of  CoL 
£.  H.  McDonald.  Captain  Myers  had  deployed  his  company  along  the 
east  bank  of  the  river,  stationing  pickets  at  the  ford  at  the  west  end  of 
the  pass.  As  the  enemy  advanced  across  the  ford  the  pickets  halted 
them  at  a  distance  of  40  yards,  so  dense  was  the  fog,  supposing  them 
to  be  friends.  After  parleying  for  some  moments  they  were  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy.  This  part  of  Captain  Myers'  company  returned  the  fire, 
and  retired  to  their  reserve  station  at  the  east  end  of  the  pass.  The 
enemy  then  advanced  between  the  river  and  the  rocks,  which  at  points 
overhang  the  rood.  When  their  cavalry  had  advanced  under  these 
rocks,  and  the  position  occupied  by  Col.  £.  H.  McDonald,  whose  com- 
mand, owing  to  the  company  of  Captain  Inskeep  being  upon  detached 
service,  consisted  of  only  27  men,  a  destructive  fire  was  opened  by  this 
force  upon  them.  Without  waiting  to  reload  their  guns,  the  men  were 
ordered  to  throw  rocks  upon  them  which  had  been  previously  collected 
for  the  purpose.  This  unexpected  and  novel  attack  produced  the  great- 
est confusion ;  the  cavalry,  stampeded,  were  driven  back  upon  the  infan- 
try, many  of  whom  jumped  into  the  river ;  some  managed  to  escax^e  to 
the  other  side  by  swimming,  but  many  were  drowned.  Owing,  how- 
ever, to  the  dense  fog  which  still  enshrouded  and  obscured  everything, 
the  effect  of  this  attack,  repulsing  the  enem^  and  driving  him  back  out 
of  the  pass  and  across  the  river,  was  not  discovered,  and  the  vedettes 
of  Col.  E.  H.  McDonald,  posted  in  his  rear,  giving  him  the  incorrect^ 
information  that  the  enemy  were  crossing  ui)on  his  right  in  the  attempt 
to  outflank  him,  he  returned  with  his  command  towards  Bomney. 

About  7  o'clock  I  received  information  from  Captain  Myers  that  the 
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enemy  were  advancing  with  a  large  force  of  infl»ntry  and  cavalry  ap 
the  river.  Lieutenant-Golon^  Lapton,  who  had  been  left  by  Colonel 
Monroe  with  50  men  as  a  reserve,  was  then  ordered  to  support  Colonel 
Monroe^  which  order  was  promptly  ezeonted. 

Waiting  auxionsly  upon  a  point  npon  the  river  bloff,  Cemetery  Hill, 
which  commanded  a  view  of  the  valley  between  the  two  passes,  for  the 
clearing  ap  of  the  fog,  so  as  to  be  able  to  ascertain  the  position  and 
force  of  the  enemy,  at  about  8  o'clock  I  received  a  second  dispatch  from 
Captain  Myers,  inxonning  me  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy  from  Hang* 
ing  Bock  Pass  in  overwhelming  force.  Confirmed  then  that  the  main 
atiabck  was  to  come  £rom  this  point,  I  immediately  dispatched  an  order 
to  Major  Funsten,  directing  him  to  withdraw  the  force  under  his  corn- 
mand  from  the  Mechanicsburg  Pass  to  Cemetery  HiU,  and  there  await 
further  orders. 

From  this  time  until  about  11.30  o'clock  there  was  no  appearance  of 
the  enemy  either  above  or  below  us.  At  about  11.30  o'clock  the  enemy 
made  their  appearance  on  the  mountain  side  just  below  the  Mechanics- 
burg Pass.  Major  Funsten  was  directed,  with  the  companies  of  Captains 
Bowen  and  Miller,  together  witU  the  howitzer  given  in  charge  of  Cap- 
tain Bowen,  to  take  position  in  some  woods  opposite  the  bridge,  so  as 
to  command  the  bridge  and  ford.  The  rifled  6-pounder  was  then  put 
in  position  on  Oemeteiy  Hill,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Lionberger, 
80  as  to  command  additionally  the  bridge  and  ford  and  the  road  leading 
ficom  these  points  to  Romney.  The  enemy,  however,  instead  of  attempt- 
ing the  passage  of  the  river  at  this  point,  after  saluting  us  with  a  few 
hs^less  rounds  from  his  cannon,  directed  towards  M%jor  Funsten^s 
command,  retired  out  of  sight 

About  12  m.  I  again  received  information  that  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing fix>m  the  Hanging  Bock  Gap.  M^jor  Funsten  was  directed 
to  withdraw  the  detachment  under  his  command  from  the  position  com- 
manding the  bridse,  except  Captain  Bo  wen's  company  and  the  howitzer, 
and  with  aU  the  K>roe  of  mounted  men,  together  with  the  4-pounder,  to 
go  to  the  support  of  Captains  Myers  and  Jordan,  the  latter  having  pre- 
viously moved  to  sustain  Captain  Myers. 

Shortly  after  this  order  was  given  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  hiU 
about  1^  miles  north  of  the  town,  but  seemed  to  hesitate  to  attack.  At 
about  3.30  o^clock  p.  m.  a  movement  was  made  by  the  enemy  as  if  he 
designed  to  get  iK)ssession  of  the  Winchester  road.  This  movement 
was  observed  also  by  Mtyor  Funsten,  who  promptly  took  the  steps  de- 
tailed  in  his  report  to  prevent  it. 

By  about  4.30  o^clock  the  enemy  had  disappeared.  I  then  supposed 
they  were  moving  in  the  direction  of  the  Winchester  road,  and  tearing 
lest  the  baggage  train  of  the  regiment  should  be  cut  off,  which  I  had 
before  understood  had  been  removed  some  two  miles  from  town,  and 
which  by  my  orders  had  been  fhrther  removed  through  a  narrow  defile 
to  Church  Hill,  in  order  to  obtain  ground  upon  which  the  train  could 
be  turned  if  necessary,  I  gave  the  order  for  the  cavalry  regiment  to 
retire  by  the  Winchester  road,  and  to  the  commandants  of  militia  who 
were  in  the  rear  of  the  cavaliy  to  retire  to  Hanging  Bock,  IG  miles 
east  of  Bomney,  on  the  Winchester  road,  the  latter  order  being  coun- 
termanded when  the  command  reached  Church  HilL  Before  reaching 
the  church,  and  when  about  2  miles  from  town,  we  were  overtiJcen  by 
a  messenger,  informing  us  that  the  enemy  had  retreated  and  recrossed 
the  river. 

Arrived  at  the  church,  and  having  understood  that  the  baggage  train 
was  3  miles  f^urther  down  the  road,  at  Frenchtown,  where  it  had 
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been  removed  by  order  of  Major  Ftinsten,  in  order  to  secure  it  against 
the  expected  attack  at  Charchville,  it  was  decided  by  a  council,  com- 
X>osed  of  the  captains  of  the  cavalry  commanded  by  Major  Funsteu  and 
myself,  to  encamp  the  cavalry  regiment  at  Frenchtown.  Early  the  next 
morning  I  directed  the  whole  force  under  my  command  to  prepare  to 
return  to  Bomney  whilst  preparations  were  being  made  for  the  march. 

At  about  8.30  o'clock  a.  m.  a  courier  arrived  from  Bomney,  bringing 
the  intelligence  that  the  enemy  had  returned  to  Bomney  and  were  then 
in  possession  of  the  town.  I  immediately  gave  onlers  directing  M^jor 
Funsten  to  take  the  mounted  men  under  his  command,  together  with 
the  howitzer  and  rifled  gun  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Lionberger,  and 
attack  the  enemy.  I  sent  orders  to  Colonel  Monroe  to  move  as  rapidly 
as  possible  the  forces  under  his  command  to  the  church,  and  there  await 
further  orders,  holding  in  reserve  the  4-pounder,  the  gunner  of  which 
was  directed  to  follow  on  with  it,  to  be  put  in  position  as  events  might 
decide  to  be  best.  During  the  time  that  the  enemy  were  in  town  I  under- 
stand that  they  were  fired  upon  by  Private  Blue,  of  the  Seventy -seventh 
Begiment,  and  by  Private  Picket,  of  the  cavalry  regiment,  killing  one 
man  and  wounding  others;  by  a  company  of  the  Seventy-seventh  Begi- 
ment, under  Captain  Inskeep,  and  also  that  some  of  the  One  hundred 
and  fourteenth  Begiment  fired  upon  some  of  their  cavalry  that  were  drawn 
about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  from  town  in  pursuit  of  some  horsemen. 
This  firing  resulted  in  some  loss  to  the  enemy,  killing  1  of  the  cavalry 
and  wounding  others.  A  short  time  after  the  cavalry  had  been  fired 
into,  the  enemy  commenced  to  retreat  from  town,  where  a  halt  had  been 
called,  and  some  of  them  were  obtaining  something  to  eat  whilst  prepa- 
rations were  being  made  for  carrying  off  all  the  stock-^horses^  cattle, 
&C. — convenient  to  the  road. 

Whilst  thus  engaged  an  immense  cloud  of  dust  rising  from  the 
Cemetery  Hill  announced  the  rapid  approach  of  the  mounted  mdli  of 
the  command,  gallantly  led  by  Ms^or  Funsten.  Immediately  the  enemy, 
startled  by  apparent  numbers,  commenced  a  rapid  retreat.  Their  rear 
had  not  proceeded  more  than  200  yards  from  the  bridge  when  the  column 
headed  by  Major  Funsten  fearlessly  and  impetuously  charged  upon  them 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  their  cannon  and  musketry.  Our  column  com- 
ing up  within  short  shot-gun  range,  successively  delivered  their  fire  with 
telling  effect.  The  rear  of  our  column,  as  they  crossed  the  river,  filipg 
to  the  left,  commenced  a  leaking  fire  upon  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy  as 
they  passed  along  the  Toaud.  Lieutenant  Lionberger  at  this  time  came 
up  with  the  howitzer,  and  putting  it  in  position  so  as  to  command  their 
left  flank,  did  effective  work. 

Fearing  lest  the  enemy  might  have  occupied  Mechanicsburg  Pass, 
the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  stampeded  by  the  charge,  was  not  pressed 
within  it,  but  Lieutenant  Lionberger  was  ordered  by  Major  Funsten  to 
shell  it  with  the  rifled  6-pounder.  After  this  had  been  done,  the  com- 
panies of  Captains  Sheetz  and  Winfield  were  sent  forward  as  an  advance 
to  reconnoiter.  At  this  time  I  reached  the  head  of  the  column,  and 
learned  of  the  sending  forward  of  the  companies  of  Captains  Sheetz  and 
Winfield.  From  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  an  hour  was  gained  by 
the  enemy  in  the  necessary  delay  at  the  pass.  The  pursuit  was  now 
renewed,  and  at  about  6  miles  from  town  the  enemy  made  another 
short  stand,  but  were  immediately  put  to  flight  again  upon  being  fired 
into  by  the  companies  of  Captains  Sheetz  and  Winfield,  and  with  the 
loss  of  several  of  their  number.  Such,  however,  was  the  character  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  lay,  that  the  progress  of  the  pur- 
suing column  was  necessarily  cautious,  the  deep  defiles  and  thick  under- 
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brush  frequently  affording  favorable  opportnuities  for  successfal  ambus- 
cade, which  had  to  be  provided  against  by  skirmishing  and  reconuoi- 
tering  parties. 

At  Sheetz's  Mill,  9  miles  from  Romney,  the  enemy  again  made  a  short 
stand.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Lionberger  to  open  upon  them  with  shell 
from  his  6-pounder.  A  single  shot  was  fired^hen,  discovering  a  more 
favorable  position,  I  directed  him  to  it.  Whilst  the  position  of  the 
G-pouuder  was  being  changed  our  shot  was  returned  by  shell  from  the 
gan  of  the  enemy,  passing  to  our  right.  Before  our  gun  could  be  got 
into  its  uew  position  the  infantry  of  the  enemy  were  again  in  rapid 
retreat,  their  cavalry  lingering  in  their  rear.  Under  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  carbines  of  the  cavalry  the  gun  was  again  got  into  positioiL 
Knowing  the  direction  of  the  road  up  which  the  enemy  were  retreating, 
and  which  was  concealed  by  a  low  wood  ridge,  I  gave  Lieutenant  Lion- 
berger the  range,  and  he  again  opened  upon  them  with  shell.  Some  of 
the  shell  falling  amid  the  fleeing  mass  committed  fearful  havoc  amongst 
them.  In  the  mean  time  there  had  been  a  rapid  interchange  of  shots 
between  their  cavalry  and  ours,  but,  being  at  long  range,  without  much 
eff<H^ 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  Captain  Sheetz  I  directed  Major  Fansten  to 
send  forward  the  companies  of  Captains  Sheetz,  Myers,  Wiufield,  and 
Miller  by  a  shorter  route,  with  a  view  to  intercept  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy  by  ambuscade.  Owing,  however,  to  the  n&pid  flight  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  a  mistake  having  been  made  as  to  the  point  of  intersec- 
tion of  the  two  roads,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  with  their  artillery 
and  baggage  train,  had  passed  before  the  detachment  got  into  position 
to  attack  them.  At  this  point  we  captured  4  stragglers,  and,  night 
coming  on,  I  sent  an  order  to  M^jor  Funsten,  directing  the  pursuit  to 
cease,  having  pursued  them  to  within  2  miles  of  Kew  Creek  Station,  a 
distance  of  15  miles. 

Betuming  to  Bomney,  at  Sheetz's  Mill  we  met  the  militia,  to  whom  I 
had  given  orders  just  before  leaving  Mechanicsburg  Pass  to  follow  the 
cavalry  as  fast  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  supporting  them  if  necessary. 
From  Sheetz's  Mill  the  wnole  command  returned  to  Bomney,  where  it 
arrived  about  2  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  Major  Funsten  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command  for  the  impetuous  and  daring  charge  which  was  made 
upon  the  enemy  just  beyond  the  bridge.  A  panic  seems  there  to  have 
stricken  them,  from  which  they  were  never  afterwards  permitted  to 
recover  during  the  whole  pursuit. 

Our  loss  during  the  two  days  was  remarkably  small — 5  wounded  (2 
by  our  own  men),  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  killing  of  5  horses  and 
the  wouiiding  of  2  or  3  others.  Of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  I  cannot 
speak  with  certainly.  Five  were  captured.  From  information  derived 
from  persons  I  should  estimate  the  killed  and  wounded  at  from  50  to  80. 
Among  this  number  many  were  drowned  on  the  morning  of  the  24th, 
when  driven  back  from  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass.  Five  of  the  bodies  of 
those  drowned  have  been  recovered. 

The  pursuit  would  have  been  much  more  effective  and  destructive 
had  any  of  the  companies  of  the  command  at  this  post  been  armed  in 
addition  to  their  guns  with  sabers  and  pistols.  The  two  companies  so 
armed  belonging  to  this  regiment  are  absent  on  detached  service  in 
Jefferson.  None  of  the  companies  here  have  either  sabers  or  pistols. 
I  can  but  regret  the  necessity  which  deprives  the  officers  and  men  of 
my  command  of  the  weapons  adapted  to  a  cavalry  charge,  and  which 
they  have  shown  themselves  so  well  qualified  to  make  daring  and  eft'ective 


206  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.   VA ,   AND  W.   VA.        (Ceaf.  XIV. 

use  of,  especially  so  when  they  are  opposed  to  an  enemy  well  equipped 
in  all  these  particnlars,  and  whom  if  they  meet  in  a  hand-to-hand  con- 
flict the;^  mast  oppose  with  clnbbed  rifles  and  shot-gnns  against  revolvers 
and  sabers. 

The  force  nnder  my  command  was  upon  the  24th  abont  300  mounted 
men  and  abont  250  infantry— the  militia  of  the  county  and  unmounted 
men  of  my  regiment.  On  the  25th  the  inflmtry  was  increased  by  ac- 
cessions to  the  militia  to  about  350.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  in  the 
two  days'  flght  could  not  have  follen  short  of  1,500,  in  which  are  in- 
cluded about  75  cavalry. 

Before  conclading  I  am  obliged  to  make  acknowledgments  of  the 
efficient  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Crane  and  Robert  A.  Tilden,  connected 
with  the  quartermaster's  department;  Mr.  James  Y.  Clark,  volanteer, 
and  Lieut.  Angus  W.  McDonald,  my  aide,  in  bearing  my  orders  with 
promptitude  to  the  many  distant  points  at  which  detachments  of  my 
command  were  posted  during  the  24th  and  25th  Septemlier.  Mr.  Tilden, 
bravely  joining  in  the  charge  of  the  cavalry  on  the  25th,  was  severely 
wounded,  having  his  arm  broken  by  a  Minie  ball,  iJx>m  which  he  is  yet 
in  danger  of  losing  his  Umb,  perhaps  his  life. 

Of  all  the  force  engaged  the  statements  made  in  my  report  suffi- 
ciently attest  the  gallantly  and  effective  conduct  of  those  to  whom  they 
pertain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfolly,  yours  to  command, 

ANGUS  w.  Mcdonald, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Brigade^  dbe. 
General  S.  Coopeb. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  06U  JE.  H,  McDonald^  Seventy-seventh  Virginia  MUitia, 

Camp  Buffalo,  October  3, 18GL 

SiB:  In  compliance  with  your  written  order  of  the  2d  instant  I 
report  the  operations  of  the  forces  under  my  command  on  the  24th 
and  25th  ultimo. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  12.30  o^clock,  I  received  your  order 
to  hold  my  command  under  marching  orders.  At  1  o'clock  I  received 
your  order  to  occupy  the  lower  pass  with  my  available  force  and  co- 
operate with  Captain  Myers  in  its  defense.  Arriving  there  at  2  o'clock 
with  27  infantry  and  7  mounted  men,  I  found  Captain  Myers  posted 
under  the  rocks.  I  then  took  my  position  with  my  infantry  on  the  top 
of  the  rocks  which  overhang  the  road  and  almost  the  river,  and  sent 
my  mounted  men  to  picket  a  road  which  ran  in  the  rear  of  the  rocks, 
known  as  the  Old  Ferry  Road. 

At  4  o'clock  a.  m.  I  heard  the  enemy  crossing  the  ford  about  one- 
half  mile  below,  and  from  the  length  of  time  occupied  in  crossing  I 
supposed  them  to  number  700  infantry  and  200  cavalry.  As  soon  as 
their  advance  guard  had  ci*ossed  the  river  Captain  Myers'  pickets  flred 
upon  them.  They  returned  the  Are  by  a  volley,  and  advanced,  shout- 
ing. Captain  Myers  then  fell  back  beyond  my  position.  When  the 
enemy  had  advanced  up  under  where  we  were  posted,  they  commenced 
to  fire  upon  us,  as  I  suppose,  to  draw  our  fire,  as  it  was  impossible, 
owing  to  the  fog  which  then  prevailed,  to  see  us. 

I  could  restrain  my  men  no  longer^  and  we  commenced  our  attack 
upon  them,  some  discharging  their  pieces,  others  rolling  stones  down 
on  them.    This  we  kept  up,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  until  my 
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pickets  reported  that  tbe  enemy  were  flanking  ns  upon  onr  right.  I 
then  ordered  my  men  to  fidl  back  to  a  ixwition  npon  the  mountain. 
Owing  to  the  heavy  fog.  we  were  not  aware  that  we  had  driven  them 
back  across  the  ford.  I  hastened  to  join  you  at  Eomney.  Arriving 
there  at  12  m.,  we  ascertained  the  enemy  were  renewing  their  attack 
in  the  direction  of  the  bridge.  We  then  took  onr  position  on  the  hill 
in  rear  of  the  howitzer,  and  remained  there  until  the  enemy  retired. 

Betnming  to  Romney  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  your  order  to  join 
yon  at  Ghorch  Hill,  but  my  men  were  so  much  fatigued  that  I  found  it 
Deoessary  to  encamp  for  the  night  with  a  portion  of  Colonel  Monroe's 
command  upon  the  outskirts  of  Eomney.  During  our  engagement 
with  the  enemy  at  the  rocks  our  showers  of  ball  and  stone  threw  them 
into  the  utmost  confusion,  their  own  cavidry  riding  over  their  infaii*^ry, 
crowding  them  into  the  river,  thus  drowning  many  of  them — how  many 
we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  we  have  recovered  5  dead 
bodies,  and  learned  from  our  citizens  whom  they  made  prisoners  that 
they  carried  off  with  them  1  dead  and  11  wounded,  while  on  our  side 
no  one  was  hurt  We  obtained  5  blankets  and  2  muskets,  which 
tLey  threw  away  on  their  retreat. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  ultimo,  about  8  o'clock,  the  enemy  was 
reported  approaching  Bomney  in  considerable  force.  We  then  fell 
baick  to  a  position  east  of  the  town,  and  exchanged  shots  with  them 
whenever  they  ventured  within  reach  of  our  guns.  This  position  we 
maintained  until  the  enemy  was  charged  upon  by  Mf^or  Funsten  with 
the  cavalry,  when  we  followed  as  far  as  Sheetz's  Mill,  but  were  unable 
to  come  ap  with  them  afterward. 

The  troops  spoken  of  above  were  commanded  by  Captain  Boberson 
and  Lieutenant  Blue,  and  behaved  in  a  manner  which  reflected  great 
credit  upon  themselves  and  their  officers.  Lieutenant  Blue  deserves  a 
special  notice  for  his  coolness  and  bravery.  One  company  of  my  com- 
mand, under  the  charge  of  Capt.  J.  V.  Inskeep,  was  stationed  at  Frank- 
fort, ui)on  special  service,  whom  I  could  not  reach  with  orders,  but  as 
soon  as  they  heard  their  services  were  needed,  started  by  a  circuitous 
route  for  the  scene  of  action.  Arriving  at  Bomney  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th,  they  met  the  enemy  approaching  the  town.  .  Betiring  upon  the 
hills  east  of  them,  they  fired  upon  their  advance,  and  thus  opened  the  en- 
gagement of  that  day.  They  deserve  great  praise  for  the  promptness 
and  zeal  with  which  Uiey  came  unbidden  to  the  scene  of  action. 

For  t^e  reiM)rt  of  that  portion  of  my  command  detailed  to  work  the 
artillery  I  refer  you  to  Uie  report  of  Lieutenant  Lionberger,  under 
whose  command  they  were  placed* 

Bespectftilly  submitted. 

B.  H.  MoDONALD, 
Colonel  Sevewty-seventh  R'^giment  Virginia  Infantry. 

Col.  AmavB  W.  McDonald,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  3. 

Beport  of  Col.  A.  Monroe^  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Virginia  Militia. 

Bomney,  Ya.,  Septemler  28, 1861. 

Sm :  After  a  delay  that  I  hope  you  will  excuse,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report : 
At  3  o^dock  on  ih»  morning  of  the  24th  instant,  in  obedience  to  your 
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order,  I  left  my  camp  at  the  Branch  Moantain,  with  all  the  men  then 
there  under  my  command,  which,  after  leaving  a  small  guard  at  the 
encampment,  amounted  about  145  men,  but  the  number  was  increased 
daring  the  day  to  200.  When  I  reached  Boniney  I  heard  firing  at  the 
Hanging  Bock,  to  which  point  we  started  on  double-quick.  On  arriv- 
ing at  the  curve  in  the  road  south  of  Colonel  Parsons'  I  learned  from  a 
messenger  that  the  enemy  had  passed  the  gap,  and  that  the  cavalry  was 
advancing  up  the  road  very  rapidly,  and  would  meet  me  but  a  short 
distance  below  Parsons'  house.  I  then  left  the  road,  passing  through 
his  upland  fields  in  a  direct  line,  crossing  a  deep  ravine,  and  took  posi- 
tion on  the  crest  of  the  bluff  facing  the  bottom,  my  left  wing  opposite 
Parsons'  house  and  within  fifty  yards  of  the  road,  though  the  fog  then 
was  so  dense  we  could  scarcely  see  it. 

When  the  fog  had  disappeared  I  discovered  that  our  cavalry  had 
fallen  back  and  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  south  of  the  stone 
house.  I  also  discovered  that  I  could  occupy  a  much  more  advantageous 
position  a  little  in  advance  of  the  cavalry  opposite  the  house.  I  then 
marched  my  regiment  back  and  took  position  there.  After  remaining 
there  a  short  time  I  was  informed  by  one  of  your  officers  that  a  large 
column  of  the  enemy's  infantry  was  on  the  ridge  between  Parsons' 
house  and  Inskeep's,  and  moving  rapidly  towards  the  mountain.  I 
then  divided  my  command  into  four  detachments,  assigning  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lupton  to  the  command  of  one,  M^or  Giueven  to  another, 
Major  Diaver  to  another,  and  taking  the  command  of  the  fourth  myself 
on  foot,  ordered  that  all  should  be  deployed  as  skirmishers  as  rapidly  as 
possible  towards  the  top  of  the  mountain,  following  the  top  of  Black's 
Bidge.  The  enemy  kept  in  our  sight  for  about  a  mile  and  a  lialf  up 
the  mountain,  though  not  within  ride  shot  As  soon  as  they  discovered 
we  had  outflanked  them  they  changed  their  course  toward  the  branch, 
falling  behind  the  ridge,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  them.  On  learning  that 
they  had  retreated  through  the  gap,  I  returned  with  my  detachment  to 
Bomnoy  about  4  o'clock,  where  I  remained  till  after  10  o'clock  p.  m., 
expecting  Col.  E.  H.  McDonald  to  bring  on  a  re-enforcement  from 
Frenchburg. 

Having  been  told  that  you  desired  me  to  meet  you  at  Frenchburg  I 
left  my  men  under  the  command  of  Col.  Isaac  Parsons  and  reached 
Frenchburg  about  midnight,  where  I  found  Messrs.  Lupton,  Gineven, 
and  Diaver  with  their  respective  commands,  together  with  about  100 
additional  troops,  belonging  to  my  regiment,  on  their  way  to  join  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  received  orders  from  you  to  return  with 
my  regiment  to  the  top  of  the  Branch  Mountain,  and  remain  there  until 
fuixner  ordered,  but  before  reaching  said  point  I  was  met  by  a  runner, 
who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  in  Bomney.  Forgetting  your 
order  entirely,  which  I  hope  you  will  pardon,  I  advanced  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible to  meet  them,  and  just  as  my  advance  reached  Kercheval's  field  I 
saw  the  enemy's  cavalry  advancing  up  the  road  and  then  retreajting.  I 
then  dismounted,  formed  my  men  on  the  hillside  in  a  line  parallel  with 
the  road  and  about  30  yards  Irom  it,  all  hands  hoping  that  ^'Mr. 
Yankee"  would  just  come  on.  We  had  4  men  on  horseback,  who  were 
maneuvering  to  induce  their  cavalry  to  pursue  them  far  enough  to  come 
within  proper  range  of  all  our  guns. 

At  about  9  a.  m.  the  enemy  made  a  charge,  but  when  they  had  come 
within  about  400  yards  of  my  advance  companies  they  parted  and  com- 
menced firing  on  some  of  the  boys,  who  were  so  extremely  eager  to  get 
a  shot  at  them  that  they  would  keep  constantly  exposed  to  full  view. 
Believing  that  they  would  not  advance  any  fsuther,  my  men  opened  a 
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fire,  bat  not  more  than  100  fired,  for  it  was  thoagbt  that  onr  guns 
oould  not  reach  them,  and  we  did  not  wish  to  waste  onr  fire;  bat  from 
the  most  rdiable  infonnation  I  have  been  able  to  gather  we  wounded 
5  and  killed  1,  one  man  receiving  three  balls.  After  their  cavalry 
had  retreated  they  commenced  firing  cannon,  and  kept  it  np  for  some 
time,  but  fortunately,  though  their  bullets  and  grape  flew  thick,  not  one 
of  my  men  received  a  scratch. 

As  a  just  tribute  to  my  men  permit  me  to  say  that  I  did  not  see  a 
che^  blanched  or  a  hand  that  trembled,  and  as  a  further  proof  of  their 
valor  many  who,  owing  to  a  mistake  with  our  wagons,  had  not  tasted 
bread  for  forty-eight  hours  were  in  the  front  ranks  in  pursuing  the 
enemy  to  Patterson's  Creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MONEOE, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Be^t  Virginia  Militia. 

Angus  W.  McDonald, 

Colonel^  Commanding  Cavalry^  C.  8,  Army. 

P.  S. — I  had  about  350  men  on  the  25th.  Since  making  the  above 
report  I  learn  that  some  of  the  men  who  fired  were  stationed  on  the 
ridge  north  of  Lanier  Cooper's  house  and  within  less  than  300  yards  of 
the  enemy. 

No.  4. 

Beport  o/Maj.  0.  B.  Funeteuy  G.  8.  Army. 

Camp  Funsten,  neab  Bohnby, 

8eptember  28,  1861. 

Colonel  :  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  about  11.30  o^dock,  our 
pickets  on  the  Sheetz  Mill  road  fh)m  Mechanicsburg  Pass  came  to  camp, 
and  informed  me  that  they  had  been  fired  upon  by  a  body  of  cavalry 
about  2  miles  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  and  that  they  believed 
that  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  was  advancing  towards  the  pass  from 
that  directiom.  I  immediately  ordered  Captain  Sheetz  to  march  his  com- 
pany to  the  vicinity  of  the  point  where  the  enemy  was  discovered,  to 
ascertain  as  far  as  possible  their  strength  and  position,  and  to  skirmish 
them  if  they  were  advancing.  I  also  ordered  Captain  Myers  with  his 
company  to  Hanging  Bock  Pass,  with  similar  instructions  in  case  the 
enemy  appeared  in  that  direction.  I  also  ordered  Lieutenant  lionberger 
to  take  his  howitzer  to  Mechanicsburg  Pass,  and  to  hold  his  other  guns 
in  readiness  to  move.  At  this  time  you  arrived  at  camp,  and  directed 
me  to  take  Captains  Bowen's,  Harpei^s,  and  Miller's  companies,  in  addi- 
tion  to  Captain  Sheetz's,  and  occupy  and  hold  Mechanicsburg  Pass. 

I  proceeded  at  once  to  execute  this  order.  Arriving  at  the  head  of 
the  pass  I  met  Captain  Sheetz,  who  informed  me  that  the  enemy  were 
abont  half  a  mile  above^  but  that  he  was  unable,  from  the  nature  of  the 
groond,  to  ascertain  with  accuracy  their  strength.  I  then  ordered  a 
strong  party  of  skirmishers  on  the  side  of  the  mountain  down  the  pass, 
and  having  dismounted,  the  whole  command  occupied  a  very  strong 
pomt  in  the  pass,  with  the  howitzer  supported  by  the  dismounted  rifle- 
men, and  awaited  the  approach  of  the  enemy. 

In  a  short  time  a  squad  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  driven  back  by 
oar  skirmishers  aA  the  head  of  the  pass,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
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volleys  fired  by  the  enemy  into  the  side  of  the  mountain,  where  our 
skirmishers  were  safely  located  behind  rocks  and  trees.  After  several 
hundred  shots  were  exchanged  the  firing  of  the  enemy  became  irregular, 
and  a  dense  fog  having  raised  in  the  mean  time,  it  ceased. 

The  enemy  evidently  intended  to  march  through  the  pass.  Their 
loss  must  have  been  considerable  at  this  point.  Our  skirmishers,  being 
well  protected^  suffered  no  ii^ury.  The  men  who  were  supportmg  the 
howitzer  remamed  in  position  all  night,  expecting  an  attack  and  feeling 
confident  of  defending  the  pass  against  an  attack  from  ten  times  their 
number. 

At  8.30  a.  m.  Lieutenant  McDonald  brought  me  your  order  ''to  march 
my  command  to  a  point  between  the  bridge  and  Bomney,  and  hold  my- 
self in  readiness  to  march  to  Hanging  Bock  Pass,  from  which  point  the 
enemy  was  advancing  in  large  numbers,  and  that  you  expected  the 
principal  attack  from  that  direction."  I  called  in  my  skirmishers  and 
marched  to  the  positions  indicated.  In  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  the 
enemy  was  seen  in  the  road  to  Mechanicsburg  Pass.  I  then  directed 
Captain  Bowen,  by  your  order,  to  take  position  with  his  company  and 
Captain  Miller'^  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  howitzer  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  the  bridge  and  fort.  The  enemy  then  opened  fire  upon  us 
from  a  cannon  in  the  road  on  the  mountain  side,  above  the  bridge,  but 
without  injury  to  us. 

I  then  received  your  order  to  march  to  the  support  of  Captains  Myers 
and  Jordan,  against  whom  were  advancing  an  overwhelming  force  from 
the  direction  of  Hanging  Bock  Pass.  I  marched  the  companies  of 
Captains  Winfield,  Harper,  Sheetz,  and  Shands  with  the  utmost  speed. 
Within  half  a  mile  of  town  I  met  the  4-pounder  cannon,  and  directed 
the  ofi&cer  in  charge  of  it  to  advance  and  take  a  position  which  I  wo^d 
designate.  Meeting  afterwards  Captain  Myers,  he  informed  me  of  the 
estimated  strength  of  the  enemy,  who  were  but  a  short  distance  down 
the  road,  but  concealed  by  a  hill^  and  although  they  outnumbered  us  six 
or  seven  times,  I  determined  to  give  them  a  fight,  and  proceeded  to  select 
my  ground  to  meet  their  approach.  Having  done  this  to  my  satisfaction, 
I  awaited  them.  Beconnoitering  parties  of  the  enemy  were  in  the  mean 
time  visible  on  the  ridge  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front  of  us. 

In  a  short  time  the  glistening  of  guns  could  be  seen  in  the  underwood 
'Which  covered  the  before-mentioned  ridge,  moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
Winchester  road,  distant  about  3  miles.  I  saw  at  once  that  the  object 
of  the  movement  was  either  to  take  possession  of  the  narrow  pass  or 
the  Winchester  road,  a^acent  to  town,  or  to  make  a  feint  in  that  direc- 
tion, with  a  view  to  drawing  off  part  of  our  force  from  the  position  we 
held.  I  ordered  Captain  Sheetz  to  move  rapidly  wiUi  his  company  by 
the  way  of  the  Winchester  road,  to  advance  upon  them,  and  to  skirmish 
them  in  front  I  also  ordered  the  train  which  I  understood  had  been 
ordered  up  the  Winchester  road  to  the  point  which  was  now  threatened 
to  move  farther  up  the  road.  I  also  ordered  Captain  Winfield  to  skir- 
mish on  their  right  flank,  and  watch  and  report  their  movement  Cap- 
tain Winfield  promptly  executed  my  order,  and  soon  commenced  skir- 
mishing them. 

In  a  short  time  Lieutenant  Penny  backer  rode  back  rapidly  with  a 
message  from  Captain  Winfield,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  a  large  body  toward  the  Winchester  road,  and  would  soon 
reach  it  if  not  attacked.  I  immediately  ordered  Captains  Jordan,  '^' 
ers,  and  Harper  to  the  point  on  the  Winchester  road  at  which  I 
expected  the  enemy  would  enter  it  I  also  ordered  the  offtcer  com- 
manding the  4-pounder  to  march  with  us  with  his  gun.    I  marched 
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three  companies  and  the  piece  of  artillery  rapidly  to  the  chnrch  at  the 
sammit  of  t^e  ridge,  and  there  found  Captain  Sheets,  who  had  ordered 
part  of  his  company  to  reoonnoiter  from  an  intermediate  road.  I  or- 
dered him  to  take  the  remainder  of  his  company  and  reconnoiter  in 
another  direction^  and  report  to  me  at  a  point  below.  I  then  marched 
the  other  companies  to  the  point  designated,  and  there  awaited  Captain 
Sheetz.  In  a  short  time  he  returned  and  informed  me  that  he  had  not 
foand  the  enemy,  and  being  satisfied  that  they  had  changed  their  line 
of  march  when  they  observed  our  movement  in  that  direction,  I 
marched  back  to  Bomney*  At  the  edge  of  town  I  met  the  companies 
which  I  had  left  marching  out,  and  was  informed  that  you  had  given 
orders  for  the  regiment  to  retire,  and  that  the  enemy  was  not  in  sight 
of  Bomney.  I  ctuled  a  halt  and  proceeded  to  town,  when  I  met  you, 
and,  returning  with  you,  ordered  the  column  to  march  at  the  summit  of 
the  ridge,  3^  miles  fh>m  town.  We  ascertained  that  the  train  had 
halted  at  French's^  2}  miles  beyond,  where  we  marched  and  encamped 
for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  received  your  order  to  have  the  train  ready 
to  move  in  the  direction  of  Bomney.  The  quartermaster  was  preparing 
to  execute  this  order  when  a  messenger  arrived  fiN>m  Bomney,  between 
8.30  aod  9  o^clock,  informing  us  that  the  enemy  had  returned  and  was 
then  in  Bomney.  I  then  received  your  order  to  take  command  of  the 
recipient  and  march  against  the  enemy.  I  did  so  without  delay.  Ar- 
riving in  sight  of  the  enemy  as  they  were  marching  across  the  bridge,  I 
ordered  the  column  to  charge,  which  was  respondra  to  in  the  most  gal- 
lant manner.  The  enemy  commenced  retreating  rapidly  and  in  con- 
fusion up  the  mountain  by  the  northwestern  road.  Passing  under  the 
bridge  we  received  the  fire  of  their  rear  guard,  but  dashed  on  until  we 
came  within  pistol  and  shotgun  range,  when  we  returned  their  fire  with 
coolness  and  precision.  The  rear  of  our  column  filed  to  the  left  and 
opened  fire  upon  their  flank.  In  the  mean  time  the  enony  fired  canister 
torn  their  cannon.  Fortunately  for  us  nineteen  out  of  twenty  of  their 
balls  passed  high  above  our  heads. 

The  fight  lasted  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  were 
again  put  in  motion.  Lieutenant  Lionberger,  who  had  been  detained 
by  one  of  the  wheels  of  his  rifled  cannon  coming  off,  came  up  at  the 
time  with  the  howitzer  and  opened  a  spirited  fire  on  the  retreating 
enemy,  and  with  a  telling  effect,  as  I  have  since  learned.  In  this  en- 
gagement our  loss  was  trifling,  in  consequence  of  their  bad  aiming, 
amonnting  to  the  wounding  of  2  men  and  the  killing  and  wounding  of 
5  or  6  horses. 

I  then  ordered  the  ofiBcer  in  charge  of  the  rifled  cannon  to  move  his 
Ron  to  an  eminence  in  front  of  Mechanicsburg  Pass  and  to  shell  the 
enemy  from  it.  This  order  was  handsomely  executed  by  Lieutenant 
Lionberger,  who  came  up  in  the  mean  time,  and  a  few  well-directed 
shells  opened  the  pass  to  us,  and  broke  the  line  which  the  enemy  had 
formed  above  its  mouth,  when  we  again  commenced  the  pursuit.  I 
then  sent  Captains  Winfield  and  Sheetz  forward  with  their  companies  to 
skirmish  the  enemy  and  bring  them  to  a  fight.  At  Gilbert's,  about  3 
miles  beyond  the  pass,  these  companies  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the 
enemy  and  opened  a  spirited  fire  on  it,  but  had  not  the  effect  of  check- 
ing the  speed  of  the  flight  of  their  main  body.  The  flght  continued  for 
some  minutes,  when  they  again  got  out  of  our  sight  At  Sheetz's  Mill, 
2  miles  beyond,  we  again  came  in  reach  of  them,  and  flred  on  their  rear 
and  flank  and  gave  them  two  or  three  shells  from  the  rifled  cannon. 

At  this  point  Captain  Sheetz  rode  up  and  informed  me  that  he  was 
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well  acqaainted  with  the  snrroanding  coantry,  and  would  cat  off  their 
retreat  by  taking  a  shorter  road,  provided  he  could  be  aided  by  two  or 
three  companies.  All  of  the  companies.  exceptingOaptains  Jordan's  and 
Powers'  and  a  part  of  Captain  Shands',  received  orders  to  move  in  that 
direction,  and  I  continued  the  pursuit  with  the  last-named  companies  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  About  5  miles  beyond  Sheetz's  Mill,  when  I  be- 
lieved we  were  only  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  enemy,  the  head 
of  our  column  was  fired  into  firom  a  dense  thicket  on  our  right,  and 
instantly  an  order  was  given  in  a  loud  voice  to  cease  firing,  as  they  were 
firing  on  their  friends,  and  soon  two  of  the  companies  which  took  the 
nearer  route  advanced  fh)m  the  bushes.  No  blame  should  attach  to  the 
officers  of  these  companies,  as  the  gap  between  the  enemy  and  our- 
selves was  small,  and  the  mistake  was  a  natural  one. 

By  this  unfortunate  occurrence  we  had  2  of  our  regiment  slightly 
wounded  and  1  of  the  artillerymen  badly  but  not  mortally  wounded.  The 
delay  occasioned  by  this  accident  enabled  the  enemy  to  increase  the 
distance  between  us.  The  pursuit  was  continued  to  the  base  of  the 
Knobly  Mountain,  within  2  miles  of  New  Oreek^  firom  which  point  the 
rear  of  the  enemy  was  seen  crossing  the  summit  of  the  mountain.  It 
was  then  twilight,  and  deeming  an  attack  on  New  Creek  at  that  time 
imprudent,  I  discontinued  the  pursuit  and  returned  to  this  camp,  where 
we  arrived  about  2  o'clock  at  night,  after  having  been  thirty-three  out 
of  the  fifty  hours  in  the  saddle. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  this  regiment  engaged  in  tbe  service  was 
328.  The  strength  of  the  enemy  was  not  less  than  1,300  and  probably 
reached  1,500  men,  including  artillery  and  75  cavalry,  the  whole  com- 
mand being  armed  in  tbe  best  manner.  Bo  completely  were  they 
demoralized  by  our  first  charge,  that  they  must  have  been  cut  to  pieces 
had  the  country  been  favorable  to  the  operations  of  cavalry,  the  road 
by  which  they  retreated  being  through  mountain  passes  and  deep 
defiles. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and  wounded  was  not  less  than  50, 
besides  5  prisoners,  9  horses,  and  some  arms  captured.  Our  loss  was 
trifiing,  considering  the  intrepidity  of  our  charges  and  the  very  unfa- 
vorable ground  for  attack ;  it  amounted  to  only  2  wounded  and  some 
10  or  12  horses  killed  and  wounded. 

The  conduct  of  the  ofQcers  and  men  deserves  great  praise,  and  I 
might  cite  instances  of  individual  daring  deserving  especial  notice,  but 
as  all  were  disposed  to  do  their  duty,  I  will  make  no  distinctions. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

O.  B.  FUNSTBN, 
Major,  Commanding, 

Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald. 


No.  5. 

Report  of  Lieut  J.  H.  Lionberger,  0.  8.  Army, 

Camp  Funstbn,  near  Bomney,  Va.,  Ootoher  4, 1861. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  of  September  last,  about  a  quarter  before  12 
o'clock,  shortly  after  the  information  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  had 
reached  the  camp,  I  received  orders  from  Mfgor  Fnnsten  to  repair  with 
the  howitzer  under  my  charge  at  once  to  the  Mechanicsburg  Pass, 
which  I  did,  and  remained  there  until  about  8.30  o'clock,  when  I  was 
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directed  by  Msgor  FaoBten  to  withdraw  the  howitzer  ftom  the  pass  and 
take  position  npon  the  Cemetery  HilL  there  to  await  further  orders. 
Upon  arriving  at  the  Cemetery  Hill  I  found  my  rifled  6-poiiuder  in  po- 
sition upon  the  hill  so  as  to  command  the  bridge  and  the  ford  and  the 
Toad  leading  finom  these  points  to  Bomney.  By  your  order  my  how- 
itzer was  sent,  under  charge  of  Captain  Bowen,  to  the  hill  opposite  the 
bridge,  so  ad  additionally  to  command  the  bridge  and  the  ford,  while 
the  4-ponnder,  through  your  order  (as  I  have  understood),  was  sent  and 
placed  in  position  by  the  gunner  upon  an  eminence  north  of  the  town, 
commanding  the  road  lea<Sng  from  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass  to  Bomney. 
About  4.30  o'clock  I  received  your  order  to  retire  with  the  guns  in 
my  charge,  in  company  with  the  whole  command,  by  the  Winchester 
road,  which  I  did,  and  encamped  with  the  command  at  Frenchhurg. 

Esurly  in  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  received  your  order  to  prepare  to 
return  to  Bomney  with  all  of  the  guns  under  my  charge.  About  8.30 
o'clock  I  received  your  order  to  repair  at  once  to  Bomney  with  the  how- 
itzer and  the  rifled  6-pounder,  leaving  behind  the  4-i>ounder,  Without 
any  delay  I  proceeded  to  execute  this  order.  Arriving  in  Bonmey  we 
learned  that  the  enemy  was  at  the  bridge.  Whilst  passing  through  the 
town  one  of  the  wheels  of  the  6-pounder  came  off.  Without  waiting 
for  it  to  be  put  on  again,  I  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  bridge 
with  the  howitzer.  Arriving  at  the  bridge  I  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  made  a  stand  beyond  it.  Getting  the  howitzer  into  position  on  the 
island  to  do  effective  service,  I  was  prevented  frt>m  firing  by  the  charge 
of  our  own  cavalry. 

Changing  the  i>ositlon  of  the  gun  to  a  field  opposite  the  enemy  and 
within  300  yards  of  them,  I  opened  Are.  The  flxist  shot  was  too  high ; 
the  second  broke  their  lines,  and  produced  the  greatest  confusion,  which 
was  soon  followed  by  a  retreat.  I  immediately  crossed  the  river,  when 
I  was  informed  by  Major  Funsten  that  he  had  sent  the  rifled  gun  to  a 
hill  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Mechanicsburg  Pass,  and  directing  me  to 
take  charge  of  it  and  shell  the  pass,  selecting  a  position  which  com- 
manded a  view  of  the  whole  pass,  and  from  which  I  could  see  the 
enemy's  line  of  battle  across  the  upper  end  of  the  pass.  Before  the  gun 
could  be  used,  however,  the  canister  with  which  it  was  charged  had 
to  be  withdrawn  and  a  snell  inserted. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  had  broken  line  and  were  in  retreat,  but 
again  formed  higher  up  the  pass.  Having  fired  at  them  with  a  shell, 
which,  exploding  amongst  Uiem,  again  broke  their  line  and  scattered 
them  in  great  confusion,  I  continued  to  shell  them  from  this  point 
until  they  had  passed,  as  I  thought,  entirely  out  of  range,  when  I 
hastened  with  the  gun  to  join  Msyor  Funsten,  changing  horses  at  the 
mill  a  mile  east  of  the  pass.  I  s^rwards  joined  tiie  column  in  the 
pass.  At  Patterson's  Creek  we  again  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and 
turning  by  your  order  into  a  field  on  tiie  right,  fired  one  shot  at  them, 
when  I  received  your  order  to  change  the  position  of  the  gun  (the  rifled) 
to  one  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  advance  upon  a  hill.  Here  the 
gun  was  aimed  by  you  in  the  direction  of  the  road  over  which  the 
enemy  were  retreating,  and  several  shots  were  flred,  and,  as  I  have 
since  learned,  with  great  effect. 

Continuing  the  pursuit,  about  3  miles  from  this  point  we  were  fired 
upon  by  our  own  men  frt>m  the  woods  by  the  road-side.  Supposing  it 
to  he  the  enemy,  I  at  once  ordered  my  men  to  unlimber  and  get  ready 
for  action,  which  order  was  quickly  and  bravely  responded  to;  but 
before  firing,  the  mistake  was  discovered,  but  not  too  soon  to  show  the 
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coolness  and  ooorage  of  the  men  at'  this  gnn.    By  this  nnfortonate  mis- 
take one  of  my  men  was  wonnded  in  the  arm. 

From  this  point  we  oontinned  the  porsoit  abont  2  miles,  bat  saw 
nothing  more  of  the  enemy,  when  your  order  was  received  to  cease  the 
pursuit.  Thence  we  returned  by  Sheetz's  Mill  to  Bomney,  where  we 
arrived  about  2  o'clock.  Since  the  chase  tiiie  guns,  carriages,  &c.,  have 
undergone  a  thorough  cleansing  and  repairing,  and  are  now  ready  for 
use. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  LIOKBEBOEB, 
Lieuteiutntf  and  Acting  Captain  of  Artillery. 

Ool.  Angus  W.  McDonald, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Forces  at  Eomneg. 


SEPTEKBEB  84,  1861.— Skimiih  at  Point  of  Books,  Xarylaad. 
Report  of  CoL  John  W.  Oeary^  Twenty-eighih  Penneylvania  Infantry. 

Gamp  Tyndalb,  September  24, 1861. 

Sm :  There  seems  to  be  a  lull  in  the  storm  which  has  broken  on  our 
lines  with  abortive  violence  by  the  rebel  forces  in  Virginia.  They  have 
marched  up  and  down  the  Potomac,  and  have  felt  almost  every  part  of 
'my  line  from  Pritchard's  Mill,  3  mUes  above  Harper's  Ferry,  and  hav- 
ing found  every  point  well  guarded,  they  have  not  dared  to  assault  us. 
Tet  there  are  reconnaissances  or  menaces  with  the  recurrence  of  every 
favorable  opportunity,  and  I  am  well  aware  that  only  by  our  vigilance 
and  promptitude  will  our  advantages  and  position  be  maintained.  Only 
three  days  since  I  discovered  them  surveying  my  camp  from  every 
available  point,  purposing,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  to  assault  us 
by  artillery  £rom  an  eligible  position  on  the  table  or  plateau  on  the  Vir- 
ginia side.  Accordingly  I  moved  my  entire  camp  250  yards  eastward, 
sheltered  from  sight  and  assault  by  a  forest  on  the  west,  a  more  healthy 
place,  and  affording  an  excellent  site  for  the  artillery  just  to  the  right, 
within  range  of  all  points  ftom  which  the  enemy  could  advance. 

Simultaneously  with  the  changing  of  camp  I  pushed  my  pickets  for- 
ward on  Heter's  Island,  a  mile  long  and  standing  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  Virginia  shore,  thus  affording  an  unbroken  view  along  the  enemy's 
line,  and  also  of  fordings  which  are  in  almost  every  case  contiguous  to 
l^e  islands.  I  have  also  taken  possession  of  Noland's  Island,  at  the 
lower  end  of  which  is  the  ferry  of  tiie  same  name,  and  from  which  about 
1  mile  is  reported  to  be  secreted  in  the  woods  a  camp  of  the  enemy, 
whose  pickets  line  the  river.  Our  enemy,  if  not  so  savage  as  the  In- 
dian, purposes  to  emulate  his  vigilance. 

Allow  me  to  state  that  I  design  to  occupy  all  the  other  serviceable 
islands  within  tiie  parallel  of  my  lines  and  where  nature  has  not  pro- 
vided shelter  to  make  by  art. 

By  this  occupation  of  the  islands  I  am  enabled  to  present  a  double 
point,  or,  in  other  words,  points  of  reserve,  and  hold 'my  forces  more 
available  to  any  arising  exigencies. 

At  this  moment  the  enemy  are  in  detachment  in  view,  reconnoitering 
(9.30  a.  m.). 

When  occasion  requires,  I  will  not  fail  to  communicate. 

2.30  p.  m. — ^The  reconnaissance  proved  to  be  an  attack  by  from  100  to 
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200  of  the  enemy,  supported  by  about  400  secreted  in  the  woods.  The 
attack  was  made  by  musketry,  fh>m  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  ruins  of  the  bridge  at  Point  of  Books.  They  fired  about 
200  shots,  nearly  all  of  which  fell  short  and  without  iiyury.  We  an- 
swered promptly  with  shell  and  rifles  and  silenced  them  in  a  few  min- 
otes:  what  loss  on  their  side  I  cannot  say  positively. 

I  detached  four  brave  fellows,  under  cover  of  artillery,  to  the  opposite 
side,  to  bum  two  vacant  houses  and  a  stable,  the  constant  resort  of  the 
eoemy.  They  did  their  work  effectually,  and,  though  fired  at  by  several 
of  the  concealed  enemy,  returned  in  safety. 

The  enemy  being  nowhere  discoverable,  a  detachment  went  across  to 
the  Yurginia  side,  but  discovered  no  traces  of  them,  tiiey  having  either 
entirely  withdrawn  or  secreted  themselves,  as  usual. 

I  have  just  returned,  calling  in  all  except  the  pickets.  All  is  quiet 
and  no  appearance  of  the  enemy. 

I  may  conclude  by  saying  that  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  position  along 
the  line  of  the  Potomac  more  eligible  for  artillery  firing  than  the  Vir- 
ginia side  of  the  Point  of  Bocks. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  W.  GEABY, 
Colonel  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Gapt.  BoBEBT  Williams,  Assistant  Adfutant'Oener€tl. 


80,  1861 ^Engagement  at  Freestone  Point,  Virginia. 

Beport  of  Col  Louis  T.  Wigfallj  First  Texas  Infantry. 

DUMPBEBS,  September  26, 1861. 
President  Jbffebson  Davis  : 

The  fleet  lying  in  this  portion  of  the  river  sent  an  armed  tug  to  feel 
oar  batteries.  She  fired  ten  shots  into  the  point  occupied  by  Hampton's 
battery  before  they  were  returned.  The  battery  then  drove  her  off.  The 
war  steamers  then  opened.  We  fired  thirty  shots,  the  enemy  twenty- 
two.  General  Whiting  ordered  the  firing  to  continue  after  they  ceased, 
to  show  them  we  could  drive  them.  The  fleet  is  now  divided — ^part  above 
Powell's  Bun  and  part  below.  When  Stevens'  batteries  are  ready  they 
will  stop  the  lower  detachment  of  the  fleet  The  infantry  supports  are 
active  and  ready.  If  the  enemy  land,  our  knowledge  of  the  ground  will 
make  us  equal  to  ten  times  our  numbers.  All  are  cheerful,  and  the 
army  will  send  you  its  congratulations  if  a  serious  action  results. 
Your  friend, 

LOmS  T.  WIGFALL. 


SEPTEMBER  80,  1861 ^Reoomiaissanoe  to  LewinsyiUe,  Va.,  and  skirmish 

near  that  place. 

Beport  of  Brig.  Gen.  William  F.  Smith,  U.  S.  Army. 

Heabquabtebs,  Cahp  Advanob,  Ya.,  September  27, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  at  9  o^dock  on  Wednes- 
day morning,  September  25,  I  moved  towards  Lewinsville,  the  right 
wing  under  Colond  Taylor,  leaving  on  the  hill  commanding  Langley, 
on  the  Lcesburg  turnpike,  one  section  of  Captain  Mott's  battery,  sup- 
ported by  three  companies  of  the  Nineteentii  Indiana;  advancing  on 
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the  road  to  Lewinsville,  on  a  knoll  covering  the  coontry  to  the  right,  the 
center  section  of  tiie  same  battery,  with  four  companies  of  the  Second 
Wisconsin ;  and  one  mile  farther  on  the  remaining  section,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Captain  Mott,  the  Thirty-third  New  York,  and 
the  company  of  Kentacky  cavalry,  Captain  Bobinson,  all  at  Mackall's 
House;  the  Third  Vermont  and  the  remainder  of  the  Nineteenth  Indiana 
being  thrown  out  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  and  acting  as  a  reserve,  I 
placed  the  Pennsylvania  battery,  Captain  Barr,  with  five  companies  of 
the  Sixth  Maine,  about  300  men,  and  in  advance  to  their  right  one  sec- 
tion of  Captain  Griffin's  battery,  with  three  companies  of  the  Fifth 
Wisconsin,  and  in  the  edge  of  the  wood  the  second  battalion  of  the  First 
California  Begiment.  Captain  Griffin's  remaining  sections  occupied  the 
hill,  about  one  mUe  and  a  half  from  Lewinsville,  covering  the  country 
to  the  left  and  road  in  front  with  the  first  battalion  of  the  First  Cali- 
fomia.  Colonel  Baker,  five  companies  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin,  the  Berdan 
Sharpshooters,  two  companies  of  the  Philadelphia  Zouaves,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Drummond's  company  of  the  regular  cavalry  forming  the  center; 
six  companies  of  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York,  half  a  mile  in  advance  as 
skirmishers,  supported  by  the  two  remaining  companies  of  the  Seventy- 
ninth  and  the  Second  Vermont ;  our  force  in  all  5,100  infantry,  16  pieces 
of  artillery^  and  150  cavalry. 

There  being  at  this  time  no  signs  of  the  enemy,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  cavalry  scouts,  I  ordered  the  quartermaster  to  load  his  wagons, 
ninety  in  number,  all  of  which  was  accomplished  by  3  o^clock,  and  got 
them  well  on  their  way  home  with  all  the  forage  they  could  possibly 
carry.  I  then  sent  orders  to  draw  in  the  skirmishers,  and  at  4  o'clock, 
as  they  were  moving  in,  some  of  the  men  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Begiment 
captured  a  prisoner  purporting  to  be  an  acting  aide  of  Colonel  Stuart, 
who  he  stated  to  be  within  a  mile  of  us.  Word  at  this  moment  was 
sent  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  approaching,  and  we  could  see  advanc- 
ing over  the  hills  fi*om  the  Falls  Church  road  what  seemed  to  be  a  large 
regiment,  marching  rapidly  in  close  column  and  others  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  turning  our  flank.  At  the 
same  time  they  opened  fire  with  seemingly  one  gun  on  our  extreme 
left,  but  at  too  great  distance  for  any  effect,  which  soon  ceased  entirely; 
at  which  I  ordered  the  center  section  of  Griffin's  battery  back  to  the 
California  regiment  in  the  wood,  and  covering  the  ground  for  our  retreat, 
should  it  be  necessary.  Their  cav^xy  was  seen  in  small  bodies,  moving 
through  the  corn  fields  and  woods  to  our  left  and  on  the  Lewinsville  road. 
At  4.30  they  had  placed  two  guns  in  position  to  our  right  at  about  2,500 
yards,  and  opened  on  Mott's  section  at  Mackall's,  which  was  at  once  re- 
plied to  by  Griffin's  and  the  rifled  piece  of  Mott's  section.  After  firing 
some  thirty  rounds,  some  of  our  shell  exploding  just  in  front  of  them, 
they  limbered  to  the  rear,  and  we  could  see  their  dust  as  they  retreated 
on  the  Falls  Church  road. 

At  5.30  I  ordered  Colonel  Taylor,  with  Mott's  section,  to  faXL  back 
slowly  on  the  road  to  Langley,  ready  to  come  into  battery  should  they 
follow  him  (there  then  being  no  signs  of  the  enemy),  and  I  retired  the 
center  and  reserve  by  the  fields,  marching  in  columns  by  the  flank,  to 
the  road  within  a  mile  of  my  quarters,  arriving  at  caii^p  by  7  o'clock. 
Just  after  dusk  word  was  brought  in  that  four  or  five  shots  had  been 
fired  into  Langley,  they  having  brought  one  piece  to  the  hill  command- 
ing the  cross-road  at  that  pla^ ;  but  by  the  time  a  scout  could  be  sent 
out  all  had  retired,  and  the  roa^l  was  clear  for  the  distance  of  a  mile 
and  a  half. 

The  firing  from  Griffin's  section  was  most  excellent,  and  I  would  par- 
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ticnlarly  notice  Lieutenant  Hazlett,  in  command  of  the  section,  who 
proved  himself  a  most  accomplished  artillerist  in  pointing  his  guns,  his 
shells  bnrsting  apparently  right  among  them.  The  conduct  of  the  troops 
was  all  that  I  could  desire,  standing  with  peifect  coolness  when  their 
shot  was  falling,  as  it  did  at  one  time,  all  about  them,  one  shell  bursting 
over  the  California  regiment  and  wounding  one  man  slightly  in  the 
arm,  and  their  cheers  must  have  been  heard  by  the  enemy  every  time 
our  shell  seemed  to  reach  their  mark. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Commanding  at  Chain  Bridge. 

Col.  B.  B.  Maroy,  Chief  of  Staff. 


HEPTKIffBEll  28,  1861.— AfEfur  near  Vanderburgh's  house,  Kunson's  Hill, 


RE3PORXS. 

No.  1.— CoL  Edward  D.  Baker,  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  2. — CoL  Dennis  (VKane,  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  3.— Lieut.  Col.  Isaac  J.  Wistar,  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  CoU  Edward  D.  Baker^  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

Headquarters  Baker's  Brigade, 

Near  Monoeacy^  October  6, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  reports  of  the  oflQoers 
commanding  two  regiments  in  the  brigade  under  my  command.  It  is 
only  necessary  for  the  commanding  general  to  peruse  them  to  be  satis- 
fied that  the  casualties  which  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  28th  ultimo 
were  inevitable  results  of  causes  over  which  the  troops  themselves  had 
no  control.  The  circumstances  were  peculiarly  trying,  and  the  confu- 
sion, though  great,  did  not  impair  the  courage  or  steadiness  of  most  of 
the  oflQcers  and  men. 

As  the  California  regiment  was  most  exposed,  I  deem  it  proper  to 
speak  in  terms  of  high  commendation  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wistar, 
commanding,  who  evinced  peculiar  coolness  and  intrepidity; 

The  command  is  under  great  obligations  to  Captain  Harvey,  assistant 
adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  for  his  excellent  conduct  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  adjutant  of  the  California  regiment.  Lieutenant  Newlin, 
desen^es  the  praise  bestowed  on  him  by  his  commanding  officer. 

The  field  officers  of  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  also  evinced 
high  personal  bravery,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  from  the  conduct 
of  officers  and  men  generally,  that  the  losses  they  sustained  are  not  to 
be  attributed  to  any  want  of  soldierly  qualities,  and  will  in  nowise 
diminish  their  confidence  either  in  their  officers  or  themselves.  Having 
been  absent  on  duty  at  the  time  the  events  in  question  took  place,  I 
form  these  opinions  after  a  careful  examination,  and  am  confident  of 
their  general  correctness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  BAKEB^ 
Colonel^  Commanding  Bngade, 

The  Adjutai^t-General,  Army  of  Potomaoy  Washington, 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Lieut  OoL  Dennis  VKane,  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

HSABQUABIfiBS  SECOND  BSGIMENT,  BAKER'S  BRIOADE, 

Oamp  Advance^  Fa.,  B^tember  29 j  1861. 

Sm :  On  Saturday  morning,  the  28th  instant,  the  Second  Begiment 
received  orders  to  prepare  two  days'  cooked  provisions,  and  to  strike 
tents  and  be  in  line  witii  the  First  and  Third  Begiments  of  the  brigade 
by  8  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  29th  instant,  to  march  to  Poolesville,  which 
order  was  being  promptly  carried  ont 

Tattoo  was  l^t  at  the  nsoal  honr  on  the  evening  of  the  28th,  and 
the  regiment  had  retired  to  rest,  when  at  11.15  o'clock  General  Smith 
rode  up  to  the  quarters  of  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the  regi- 
ment, and  demanded  why  it  was  not  in  line,  to  which  the  lieutenantr 
colonel  replied  he  had  received  no  orders  to  that  effect,  but  that  the 
reg^ent  had  been  ordered  to  form  at  8  o'clock  next  morning  to  march 
to  Poolesville,  at  which  General  Smith  expressed  surprise  that  the  regi- 
ment had  received  no  orders  to  form  in  line  that  evening,  and  ordeiiMi 
it  to  be  done  at  once,  ammunition  issued,  and  the  regiment  marched 
along  the  road  through  camp  and  over  the  hill  by  Fort  Baker,  and  that 
the  direction  to  be  ti&en  would  be  pointed  out  by  pickets  as  regiments 
passed.  These  were  all  the  instructions  received,  no  orders  in  writing 
having  been  issued  to  this  regiment.  The  line  was  immediately  formed, 
ammunition  issued,  and  the  regiment  put  in  motion  before  12  o^dock. 

The  officers  were  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  purpose  or  direction  of 
the  movement  After  marching  about  an  honr,  firing  was  heard  in 
finont  of  the  column,  which  has  been  attributed  to  the  pickets  firing 
upon  the  line,  and  oy  wliich  several  lives  were  lost.  The  regiment 
moved  steadily  on,  and  in  about  thirty  minutes  was  brought  to  a  halt 
and  was  resting  in  line,  when  three  dragoons  rode  rapidly  along,  and 
when  about  the  center  of  the  regiment  one  of  them  fined  his  revolver, 
exclaiming,  ''Take  care,  boys;  here  they  come."  Simultaneously  a 
number  of  skirmishers  suddenly  appeared  from  the  acyoining  woods 
on  the  road,  when  some  of  our  men,  supposing  the  secessionists  were 
on  them,  discharged  their  pieces,  which  led  to  a  general  alarm  and 
firing  along  the  line,  which  unfortunately  result^  in  the  death  of 
Sergeant  Gillan,  of  Company  B,  and  the  wounding  of  2  more  of  this 
regiment.  Order  was  promptly  restored,  the  line  reformed,  and  no 
further  casualties  occuned  during  the  night.  The  regiment  was  then 
marched  a  short  distance  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  outskirts 
of  a  wood  fianking  the  road,  where  they  remained  in  good  order  until 
about  11  o^dock  a.  m.,  when  they  were  ordered  to  march  back  to  camp. 

The  above  report  is  respecti*ully  submitted. 

DBITNIS  CKANE, 
lAeutenant-Colonelj  Oommanding. 

Capt.  Fred'k  Harvey,  A.A.O.^U.8,  Army,  Hdgrs.  Baker's  Brigade, 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut  Cot  Isaac  J.  Wistar^  Seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Infamtry. 

Headquarters  California  Begiment, 

Camp  Advance^  Ya,^  September  29, 1861. 

Colonel  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received  last  evening  from  Gen- 
eral Smith,  during  your  absence,  I  marched  with  my  regiment  about  9U30 
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p.  m.^  arriving  opposite  Yanderborgh's  house  aboat  11  p.  m«  Here  I  was 
detained  about  two  hours  by  the  necessity  of  clearing  away  a  number  of 
ti^ees  felled  across  the  road.  During  the  interval  I  took  the  head  of  the 
oolamny  as  directed  by  General  Snuth,  with  the  first  battalion  of  my 
legiment,  consisting  of  nine  companies*  I  was  followed  by  a  battery  of 
four  guns,  and  then  by  my  second  battalion  of  seven  companies,  under 
Major  Parrish. 

My  instructions  from  General  Smith  were  to  proceed  without  advance 
guard  or  flankers  until  I  should  pass  Colonel  Bumham,  who  with  his 
regiment  was  near  the  next  cross-roads,  and  after  passing  him,  he  being 
the  most  advanced  of  oar  forces,  to  throw  out  three  companies  deployed 
as  skirmishers  across  the  road,  and  follow  tkem  with  Ihe  column  at  a 
distance  o^  say,  150  yards,  connecting  the  head  of  the  column  with  the 
center  of  the  skirmishers  by  a  file  of  men  at  intervals  of  10  paces.  This 
had  just  been  accomplished,  when  General  Smith  himself,  with  his  staff, 
overtook  me,  and  the  whole  was  immediately  put)  in  motion.  After  pro- 
ceeding a  short  distance  I  was  surprised  to  find  a  picket  guard  of  a  New 
York  regiment,  having  supposed  we  had  passed  all  of  our  own  outposts. 
At  the  first  turn  to  the  right,  which  occurred  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
after  the  deployment  of  my  skirmishers,  they  began  to  come  in  collision 
with  picket  guards,  who  said  they  belonged  to  the  Fourth  Michigan. 
The  road  at  this  point  was  lined  with  tMck  woods  on  both  sides.  At 
the  turn  of  the  road  was  stationed  in  the  road  a  picket  of,  say,  20  men^ 
30  yards  beyond  was  another  ofl  say,  6  men,  and  the  head  of  the  colunm 
had  not  progressed  more  than  50  yu^ds  past  the  latter,  the  skirmishers 
being  ahead  and  on  both  flanks  entangled  among  the  pickets  in  the 
woods  on  the  lefty  when  a  regular  volley  was  fired  into  the  second  and 
third  companies  of  my  line  from  immediately  behind  the  fence  which 
lined  the  woods  onmy  left.  The  head  of  the  column  having  now  passed 
the  woods  on  our  right^  the  latter  was  replaced  by  open  fields,  exposing 
OS  to  the  light  of  the  rising  moon,  while  the  woods  on  our  left,  whence 
an  invisible  enemy  continued  to  pour  his  fire,  was  in  deep  shade. 

Considerable  confusion  took  place  in  the  column  thus  suddenly  at- 
tacked. Nothing  was  visible  in  the  woods  but  the  flashes  of  their 
gons;  but,  convinced  the  firing  was  the  mistake  of  friends,  I  rode  between 
my  men,  who  had  instantly  meed  towards  the  woods  whence  the  firing 
proceeded,  vainly  calling  upon  all  parties  to  cease  firing.  At  this  mo- 
ment my  norse  was  shot  and  rendered  nearly  unmanageable,  and  not- 
withstanding my  exertions,  firing  commenced  among  my  own  men,  who 
conld  bear  it  no  longer^  and  continued  perhaps  for  two  minutes,  when  the 
party  in  the  woods  retired.  I  now  ordered  my  killed  and  wounded  to  be 
carried  to  the  rear  and  dressed  my  line,  and  was  endeavoring  to  reassure 
all  parties,  when  the  parties  in  the  woods,  having  returned  suddenly,  tlurew 
in  another  volley  firom  not  less  than  forty  pieces,  as  I  should  j  adge,  which 
my  men  instantly  returned  without  orders,  the  distance  being  tiie  width 
of  the  road — say  6  yards.  This  time  the  firing  extended  nearly  as  to 
back  in  Uie  road  as  the  rear  of  my  first  batt^on,  producing  a  panic 
among  the  artillery  horses,  who  turned  and  dashed  off  to  the  rear,  break- 
ing loose  frx)m  the  guns,  and  producing  great  confhsion  in  my  second 
battalion  by  rushing  over  them  at  Ml  8i>oed.  A  number  were  shot,  and 
the  remainder  tum^  off  the  road,  which  soon  restored  order. 

After  sending  my  killed  and  wounded  to  the  rear,  I  put  my  conmiand 
in  the  woods  which  concealed  the  firing  party,  whoever  they  may  have 
been,  thoroughly  scoured*  and  took  possession  of  it,  and  with  the  valu- 
able aid  of  Adjutant  Newlin  drew  up  in  line  of  battle  along  its  firont  to 
hold  the  road,  at  the  same  time  stationing  my  second  battEdion,  under 
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command  of  Mcyor  Parrish,  who  was  of  veiy  great  assistance  daring 
the  wh3le  night  and  whose  perfect  coolness  during  snch  general  con- 
fusion was  very  gratifying,  in  the  woods  at  the  right,  so  as  to  cross 
fires  with  the  first  battalion  on  the  road  in  fh>nt,  and  then,  after  rally- 
ing my  skirmishers  and  distributing  them  as  pickets  all  around  our 
front,  reported  these  dispositions  to  Gleneral  Smith,  who  was  pleased  to 
approve  them.  On  the  following  afternoon,  at  4.  p.  m.,  I  left  the  posi- 
tion by  General  Smith's  order,  and  marched  back  to  this  camp,  where 
I  arrived,  without  furUier  incident,  at  dark. 

My  whole  loss  was  4  killed  and  14  wounded,  as  appears  by  the  sur- 
geon's report,  a  copy  of  which,  marked  A,  is  herewith  returned.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

ISAAC  J.  WISTAR, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^  Commanding  California  Regiment. 

Ool.  E.  D.  Bakes,  Commanding  Brigade. 


OCTOBER  8, 1861. — Engagement  at  Oreenbrier  River,  Wert 

RB3I>ORTS,  KOTO. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Reynolds,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  Nathan  Kimball,  Fourteenth  Indiana  Infantry. 

No.  3.— Lieut.  GoL  William  P.  Bichardson,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  4. — Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.  5. — Brig.  Gen.  Henry  B.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  and  response  from  Secretary  of  War. 

No.  6.— Col.  William  B.  Taliaferro,  Twenty-third  Virginia  Infantry. 

No.  7. — Col.  Albert  Rust,  Third  Arkansas  Infantry. 

No.  8. — Capt.  L.  M.  Shumaker,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  9.— Congratulatory  orders  firom  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring,  0.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Joseph  J.  Beynolds,  U.  8.  Army^  commanding  First 

Brigade. 

Hbadquabtees  First  Brigade.  A.  O.  W.  Va., 

Elk  Water,  October  4, 1861. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  2d  October,  at  12  o'clock,  I  started  from 
the  snmmit  of  Cheat  Mountain  to  make  an  armed  reconnaissance  of 
the  enemy's  position  on  the  Greenbrier  Biver,  12  miles  in  advance.  Our 
force  consisted  of  Howe's  battery.  Fourth  regular  artillery;  Loomis' 
battery,  Michigan  volunteer  artillery;  part  of  Daum's  battery,  Virginia 
volunteer  artillery;  Twenty-fourth,  Twenty-fifth,  and  Thirty-second  Ohio 
Begiments;  Seventh,  Ninth,  Thirteenth,  Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  and 
Seventeenth  Indiaua  Begiments  (the  last  four  being  reduced  by  con- 
tinuous hard  service  and  sickness  to  about  half  regiments) ;  parts  of 
Bobinson's  company  of  Ohio,  Greenfield's  Pennsylvania,  and  Bracken's 
Indiana  cavalry;  in  all  about  5,000.  Milroy's  Ninth  Indiana  drove  in 
the  enemy's  advanced  pickets  and, deployed  to  our  right,  driving  the 
enemy  on  Uiat  flank  into  his  intrenchments.  Kimball's  Fourteenth 
Indiana  was  advanced  directly  to  the  enemy's  front  and  right,  to  drive 

*  Not  found. 
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his  advanced  regiment  fix>in  a  position  suitable  for  onr  artillery.  This 
was  soon  done  in  gallant  style,  and  oar  batteries  promptly  took  their 
positions  witliin  atoat  700  yards  of  the  intrenchments  and  opened  fire. 
Some  of  the  enemy's  gons  were  visible  and  others  concealed.  We  dis- 
abled three  of  his  guns,  made  a  thorough  reconnaissance,  and  after 
having  fully  and  successrolly  accomplished  the  object  of  the  expedition 
retired  leisurely  and  in  good  order  to  Cheat  Mountain,  arriving  at  sun- 
down, having  marched  24  miles  and  been  under  the  enemy's  fire  four 
hours.  The  enemy's  force  was  about  9,000,  and  we  distinctly  saw  heavy 
re-enforoements  of  infantry  and  artillery  arrive  while  we  were  in  finont 
of  the  works. 

We  took  13  prisoners.  The  number  of  killed  and  wounded  could  not 
be  accurately  ascertained,  but  from  those  actually  counted  in  the  field 
and  estimated  in  the  trenches,  which  could  be  seen  from  the  heights,  it 
is  believed  the  number  reachea  at  least  300.  Our  loss  was  suri^risingly 
small — 8  killed  and  32  wounded — ^most  of  them  slightly,  the  proximity 
of  our  batteries  to  the  intrenchments  causing  many  shots  to  pass 
over  us.* 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 
Brigadier-Generaly  Camfnanding* 

L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-Oeneral  of  the  Army^  Washingtonj  D.  C. 


No.  2. 
Be^^art  of  Col.  Natha/n  Kimball^  Fowteenth  Indiana  Iitfantry. 

Cheat  Mountain  Summit,  Va.,  October  4, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  the  Fourteenth  Begiment  Indiana 
Volunteers  proceeded  from  this  i>oint  at  1  a.  m.  on  the  3d  instant,  as 
part  of  the  force  in  making  the  armed  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy's 
position  at  Greenbrier  Biver,  near  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

My  command,  on  arriving  near  the  front  of  the  enemy's  position,  took 
post  in  their  front  near  the  main  road  and  awaited  your  arrivaL  By 
your  order  I  deployed  one  company  (C),  Captain  Brooks,  forward  as 
skirmishers,  to  oi)en  up  the  way  for  a  position  for  Loomis'  battery. 
They  had  proceeded  only  a  few  hundred  yards  when  they  came  in  con- 
tact with  the  enemy's  infantry,  600  in  number.  I  immediately  ordered 
the  rest  of  my  companies  forward,  and  deploying  left  companies  over 
mountains  which  were  occupied  by  the  enemy,  my  whole  command  was 
soon  engaged,  and  I  am  proud,  r^oiced,  to  ^ow  that  they  drove  the 
enemy  back. 

As  the  whole  of  this  action  was  under  your  immediate  observation,  I 
need  not  tell  you  how  gallantly  my  men  behaved.  Having  succeeded 
in  clearing  the  point,  Captain  Loomis  soon  had  his  guhs  in  battery  and 
opening  on  the  enemy.  I  then  moved,  my  regimente  forward,  one  com- 
pany supporting  Howe^s  battery  in  the  ros^,  my  right  resting  in  a 
meadow,  directly  in  front  of  the  enemy.  At  this  time  Captain  Daum 
brought  one  gun  forward  and  took  position  near  my  left.  He  behaved 
with  great  gallantry,  attending  his  gun  in  person,  doing  good  execution, 
amid  a  p^ect  storm  of  shot  and  shell. 

I  directed  my  line  up  t&e  hill  and  to  the  rear  of  Daum's  piece.    We 

*  See  report  No.  4,  p.  8S3. 
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jccapied  this  position  during  the  whole  cannonading,  the  men  being 
exposed  to  the  continuous  fiie  finom  the  enemy's  batteries.  And,  gen- 
eral, I  am  proud  to  say  my  men  stood  firm.  They  had  never  b^ore 
been  subjected  to  the  hail-storms  of  ball  and  shell,  yet  they  did  not 
waver. 

Our  position  was  held  until  we  were  ordered  to  deploy  to  the  enemy's 
right  of  the  mountain,  as  skirmishers.  I  moved  with  seven  companies ; 
the  ot^er  three  were  deployed  over  the  summit  directly  over  the  face  of 
the  mountain,  exposed  to  tiie  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries.  Here  I 
was  halted  near  the  enemy's  right  by  other  regiments,  which  were  on 
my  left.  Here  I  formed  a  junction  with  Colonel  Wagner,  and  while 
endeavoring  to  move  forward  we  were  met  by  ai>ortion  of  the  regiments 
returning.  We  remained  in  this  position  for  one-half  hour  awaiting 
the  movement  of  the  regiment  in  our  advance :  but  seeing  all  of  our 
forces  being  drawn  ottj  I  marched  my  command,  in  good  onler  back  to 
its  former  i>osition  in  the  road  and  retired  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
heavy  fire. 

General,  vou  witnessed  the  conduct  of  m^  command  during  most  of 
the  day,  and  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  praise  them  to  you.  All  I  will 
say  is,  that  the  Fourteenth  were  true  soldiers,  and  acted  up  to  their 
profession  and  in  accordance  with  their  motto,  which  is,  ^'Keep  cool 
and  a  steady  fire." 

I  must  not  fail  to  mention  that  my  major  (W.  Harrow)  and  a<](3utant 
(John  J.  P.  Blinn)  were  with  me,  and  acted  with  great  gallantly  and 
Dravery,  and  deserve  the  highest  praise.  My  lieutenant-colonel,  owing 
to  severe  sickness,  did  not  arrive  until  towards  the  withdrawal  of  the 
forces.' 

I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  3  killed  and  4  wounded.  Two  of  those 
reported  killed  died  after  we  returned  to  camp.  One  sergeant  (J.  Umer 
Price),  Company  A,  lost  his  left  lep^  by  a  fraction  of  a  shell.  Price  was 
a  noble  fellow,  and  died  a  Christian,  as  he  had  lived  one.  The  other 
(Harrison  Myers),  of  Company  H,  had  a  spherical-case  shot  in  his  thigh, 
which  was  extracted,  but  he  died  immediately  afterwards.  Amos  Boyd, 
of  Company  C,  was  Jdlled  on  the  field  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  frt>m 
the  enemy's  guns.    I  recapitulate  my  loss  as  foUows : 

Killed :  J.  Umer  Price,  Company  A ;  Amos  Boyd,  Company  C ;  Har- 
rison Myers,  Company  H. 

Wounded:  Capt.  L.  A.  Foote,  Company  A,  and  private  John  D. 
Lyon,  Company  E. 

General,  we  are  ready  again,  and  hope  that  the  Fourteenth  will  do 
as  well  as  th^  have  done  heretofore. 

Very  respectfully  and  obediently, 

NATHAN  KIMBALL, 
CoUmely  Commanding  Fourteenth  Begiment  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Beynolds,  Commanding. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col  WiUiam  P.  Riehardsonj  Twentj^-fi/Vi  Ohio  Ifrfamtry^ 

Hdqbs.  Twbnty-pipth  Beoiment  Ohio  Volunteers, 

Campy  Cheat  Mountain  Summit^  October  6, 1861. 

Sm :  When  the  reserve  was  ordered  up  in  the  aflEiokir  of  the  3d  instant 
I  understood  your  order  to  me  to  be  to  push  forward  the  head  of  my 
column  to  the  bam  and  house  in  front,  and  Uiere  to  wait  until  I  saw  the 
movement  commenced  on  the  right,  which  I  understood  to  be  a  charge. 
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and  then  to  charge  in  front,  and  that  I  was  to  occnpy  the  right  in  front. 
I  did  precisely  what  I  was  ordered  to  do,  so  far  as  putting  my  regiment 
in  the  assigned  position  and  waiting  for  the  commencement  of  the  charge 
npon  the  enemy's  right  flank.  I  waited  some  twenty  minutes,  and  saw 
nothing  like  a  charge  upon  the  right,  but  concluded  to  proceed  to  eze- 
eate  yoor  order  as  I  understood  it,  and  had  already  given  the  command 
forwaid  when  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wilder  came  up  and  asked  me  why  I 
did  not  move  forward.  I  rejieated  what  I  believed  to  be  your  order. 
He  said  I  was  mistaken ;  that  your  order  was  that  I  should  proceed 
around  the  enemy's  right,  and  that  if  I  did  not  immediately  proceed  he 
would  occupy  my  place.  Afraid,  frt)m  the  fact  that  I  saw  no  such  move- 
ment on  the  right  as  you  had  indicated  as  my  guide,  that  I  had mis- 
taken your  order,  I  at  once  complied  with  the  demand  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wilder,  and  moved  up  on  the  hill  around  the  enemy's  right 
flank  as  far  as  I  could  get  without  passing  other  regiments  tiiat  I  found 
there,  which  I  supposed  were  intended  to  precede  me.  I  remained  there 
mitil  several  regiments  had  passed  me,  making  a  retrograde  movement. 
I  inquired  of  several  of  the  oflScers  why  they  were  going  back,  but 
could  elicit  no  information  until  Colonel  Kimball  came  along  with  his 
legiment.  He  said  the  order  was  ^'  To  about  face  and  march  off  the  hill." 
Having  no  other  information,  I  waited  until  all  the  regiments  had 
passed  and  then  brought  my  regiment  off  of  the  hill.  Seeing  some  con- 
fusion among  some  of  the  regiments,  I  drew  mine  up  near  where  one  of 
the  guns  had  been,  by  the  road,  and  sent  my  adjutant  forward  to  you 
for  orders.  Of  the  rest  of  my  conduct  and  that  of  my  regiment  you 
have  been  apprised  by  my  official  report.* 

If  I  misunderstood  your  order,  and  thereby  in  any  manner  embar- 
rassed the  proceedings  of  the  day,  no  one  can  regret  it  more  than  my- 
self.   If,  on  the  other  hand,  I  correctly  understood  you,  I  hope  this 
fiank  explanation  will  to  some  extent  exonerate  me  from  blame. 
I  am,  very  respecfhlly,  yours,  &o., 

WM.  P.  RICHARDSON, 
Lieutenant- Oolonelj  7\centy-fifth  Ohio. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  J.  Betnolds. 
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No.  6. 

Rq^^  of  Brig.  6^.  Henry  B.  JacksanjO.  8.  Army,  and  response  from 

Secretary  of  War. 

0A3SP  Babtow,  Obeenbbieb  Eiveb,  October  3, 1861. 

The  enemy  attacked  as  at  8  o^dook  this  morning  in  considerable  forcoi 
estimated  at  5,000,  and  with  six  pieces  of  artillery  of  longer  range  than 
any  we  have.  After  a  hot  fire  of  fonr  and  a  half  hours,  and  heavy 
attempts  to  charge  oar  lines,  he  was  repulsed,  evidently  with  consider- 
able loss.  We  had  no  cavalry  to  pursue  him  on  his  retreat.  The  loss 
on  our  side  has  been  inconsiderable.  A  fuller  report  will  be  given 
through  the  regular  channels,  but  for  several  days  my  correspondence 
with  General  Loring  has  been  interrupted.  The  enemy's  force  was  much 
superior  to  ours,  but  we  had  the  advantage  in  position. 

H.  E.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Seobetaby  of  Wab. 


Gakp  Babtow,  Obeenbbieb  Eiveb,  October  7, 1861. 

OOLONEL :  In  my  note  of  the  Sd  instant  I  gave  you  a  brief  account  of 
the  attack  made  that  day  upon  our  position  by  the  enemy.  Advancing 
along  the  turnpike  with  a  heavy  column,  composed  of  infantry,  artillery, 
and  cavalry,  numbering,  at  a  nafe  estimate,  from  6,000  to  7,000  men,  he 
drove  in  our  advance  pickets  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Aboat 
7  o'clock  he  enconnteied  the  main  body  of  the  advance  guard,  re-en- 
forced to  about  100  strong,  and  posted  on  t^e  right  side  of  the  turnpike, 
1  mile  from  our  lines,  by  Col.  Edward  Johnson,  of  tlie  Twelfth  Georgia 
Eegiment,  who  took  command  in  person.  You  will  find  this  position 
designated  upon  the  accompanying  map  by  the  capital  letter  E. 

It  is  but  justice  to  this  superior  offtcer  and  to  the  gallant  band  whose 
movements  he  directed  to  say  that  it  would  not  have  been  possible  for 
so  small  a  force  to  have  been  more  skillfully  handled,  or  to  have  exhib- 
ited more  obstinate  courage  in  the  face  of  numbers  so  overwhelming. 
They  held  the  column  of  the  enemy  in  check  for  nearly  an  hour,  pouring 
into  the  head  of  it  a  galling  fire,  not  withdrawing  until  six  pieces  of 
artillery  had  opened  briskly  upon  them,  and  full  battalions  of  infantry 
were  outflanking  them  on  the  right,  and  then  retiring  in  such  order  and 
taking  such  advantage  of  the  ground  as  to  reach  our  camp  with  but 
trifling  loss.  To  this  brilliant  skirmish,  in  which  Colonel  Johnson  had 
his  horse  killed  under  him,  is  doubtless  to  be  ascribed  in  a  measure  the 
exhilarated  spirit  manifested  by  our  troops  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day.  Before  taking  leave  of  it  and  referring  to  former  dispatches^  I 
would  beg  once  again  to  direct  to  Col.  Edward  Johnson  the  special 
attention  of  the  commanding  general,  not  simply  for  this  peculiarly  bril- 
liant service,  but  for  his  gallant  and  efficient  conduct  throughout  the 
entire  engagement  So  soon  as  it  had  become  apparent  that  &e  enemy 
contemplated  a  systematic  attack  upon  our  camp,  I  disposed  of  my  en- 
tire force  to  meet  it.  To  convey  a  correct  idea,  not  simply  of  that  dis- 
position, but  of  the  subsequent  action,  I  must  pray  reference  to  the  ac- 
companying map,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton, 
of  the  Third  Arkansas  Eegiment 

As  I  have  already  reported  to  you,  our  position  is  not  by  nature  a 
commanding  one.    The  causes  of  its  weakness  are  the  necessity  of 
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defending  extended  lines  on  onr  front  (not  less  tban  a  mile)  and  on  onr 
flanks,  and  the  fact  that  there  are  i>oints  in  our  rear  which,  in  i)0$8es- 
sion  of  an  enemy,  might  give  us  great  tix)nble.  The  works  essential  to 
onr  safety  were  in  progress  of  construction  at  the  time  of  the  attack, 
bnt  were  only  partially  completed,  nothing  whatever  having  been  done 
to  strengthen  onr  right  flank  or  our  rear. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  during  the  last  three  days,  through  the  inde- 
fatigable eflorts  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barton,  in  immediate  charge  of 
the  works,  backed  by  t^e  cheerful  labor  of  the  men,  we  are  already  in 
condition  to  defy  an  a])proach  from  any  quarter.  Not  doubting  that 
the  attack  npon  us  had  been  to  some  extent  invited  by  our  commencing 
to  fortify  ourselves  against  it,  and  fearing  that  the  enemy  might  have 
been  fully  advised  of  our  weak  points  until  he  had  actually  begun  his 
retreat,  my  mind  could  not  dispossess  itself  of  the  idea  that  he  had  sent 
another  column  over  the  mountains  to  turn  our  right  flank.  To  pre- 
]iare  for  this  danger  I  held  the  First  Georgia  liegiment,  so  far  as  that 
could  be  done,  in  reserve  for  what  I  apprehended  would  be  a  desperate 
struggle.  I  also  sent  expresses  to  Colonel  Baldwin,  whom  I  had  pre 
viously  ordered  to  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  Eidge,  directing  him  to 
move  the  Fifty-second  Virginia  Eegiment  as  rapidly  down  as  possible, 
and  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy  should  he  undertake  to  fall  upon 
ours.  That  gallant  regiment  responded,  as  I  have  learned,  most  heartily 
to  the  call,  and  when  halted  upon  the  road  by  the  tidings  that  the  day 
had  already  been  won,  despite  of  its  nottobedoubted  patriotism,  could 
not  entirely  conceal  its  cbagrin. 

The  two  brigades  in  this  camp,  weakened  by  the  absence  of  the  sev- 
eral corps  on  detached  service,  the  Fillh  having  been  reduced  from  this 
cause  and  from  sickness  to  scarce  one-third  of  its  legitimate  number,  I 
posted  in  the  following  order:  The  First  Georgia  B^giment  npon  onr 
extreme  right,  nnder  command  of  Major  Thompson,  Colonel  Ramsey, 
the  fleld  officer  of  the  day,  having  been  cut  ofif  from  us  by  the  enemy 
while  discharging  his  duty  upon  the  road ;  next  to  it  was  placed  the 
Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment — both  of  these  regiments  designed  for  the 
immediate  command  of  Colonel  Johnson.  At  an  early  moment  I  threw 
out  what  few  mounted  men  were  available,  under  Captain  Sterrett,  of 
the  Churchville  Cavalry,  to  difierent  points  along  the  valley  upon  oui 
right,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  us  timely  notice  of  an  approach  by  the 
enemy,  and  I  also  strengthened  considerably  the  picket  gusuds  advanced 
in  that  direction.  The  center  I  intrusted  to  the  Fifth  Brigade,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Taliaferro,  composed  of  the  Forty-fourth  Virginia 
Regiment,  Colonel  Scott;  the  Twenty-third  Virginia  Regiment,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tahaferro,  and  Major  Reger's  battalion  [Twenty-fifth 
Virginia],  commanded  in  his  absence  from  sickness  by  senior  Captain 
John  C.  iJigginbotham.  This  brigade  was  reduced  in  the  course  of  the 
action  by  the  detachment  of  100  men,  under  Major  Jones,  of  the  Forty- 
fourth,  to  re-enforce  our  left  wing.  This  detachment  marched  in  gallant 
style  nnder  the  enemy's  fire  to  the  position  assigned  it  in  line.  The 
troops  on  this  wing,  which  from  the  character  of  the  ground  were 
widely  dispersed,  fell  under  the  general  command  of  Colonel  Rust,  of 
the  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  and  consist>ed  of  his  own  command,  the 
Tlurty-first  Virginia  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson,  and  the 
battalion  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hansbrougli,  commanded  in  his  ab- 
sence on  account  of  sickness  by  senior  Capt.  J.  A.  Robertson.  Upon 
this  flank  also  two  field  pieces  had  already  l)een  placed  in  battery,  en- 
filading the  Huntersville  road,  which  runs  at  right  angles,  if,  indeed, 
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those  terms  can  be  applied  to  serpentine  mountain  roads,  from  the 
turnpike.  These  guns  were  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Capt.  P.  B. 
Anderson,  and  the  zeal,  skill,  and  determination  of  that  officer  leave 
no  doubt  that  they  would  have  done  great  execution  had  the  enemy 
ventured  to  call  them  into  action.  Captain  Shumaker's  battery,  con- 
sisting of  four  pieces  (6-pounders),  one  of  them  rifled,  and  one  6-pounder, 
under  Captain  Rice,  was  held  in  readiness  for  the  front  and  right  flank. 
The  places  occupied  by  these  various  corps  you  will  find  specified  upon 
the  map. 

Our  forces  were  all  in  position,  when  at  about  8  o^dock  the  enemy 
opened  a  heavy  fire  from  six  pieces  of  different  caliber,  placed  in  a  field 
upon  the  right-hand  side  (to  them)  of  the  turnpike  road,  and  bearing 
upon  our  front  and  center.  This  number  was  subsequently  increased 
by  two  other  pieces  placed  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  turnpike,  one 
near  it  and  the  other  ux)on  the  rise  of  the  hill.  Iliis  fire  (of  round  shot, 
spherical  case,  shell,  and  occasionally,  upon  our  left  wing,  of  canister) 
was  continued  with  extraordinary  rapidity  and  without  intermission 
for  upwards  of  four  hours,  the  eight  guns  constituting  the  well-known 
field  batteries  of  Howe  and  of  Loomis. 

The  hill  occupied  by  Colonel  Taliaferro's  brigade,  invitingly  exposed 
to  all  of  these  batteries,  received  the  greater  share  of  their  attention, 
and  but  for  the  protection  afibrded  by  the  ditch  and  embankment  run- 
ning along  its  brow,  and  constructed  under  the  immolate  supervision 
of  Colonel  Taliaferro  himself,  we  should  doubtless  have  had  inflicted 
upon  us  a  very  severe  loss  indeed.  This  fire  was  returned  with  great 
energy  and,  as  the  result  has  proved,  with  signal  effect  by  the  guns  of 
Captain  Shumaker  and  Captain  Bice  and  by  one  piece  detached  from 
Captain  Anderson's  battery  and  placed  upon  the  hill  occupied  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Jackson.  Lieiitenant  Massie,  its  proper  chief,  being 
quite  indisposed,  although  he  maintained  his  position  near  his  piece,  it 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  Captain  Deshler,  aide-de-camp  to 
Colonel  Johnson. 

From  the  £act  that  the  rifled  gun  of  Captain  Shumaker  soon  became 
useless  to  us  (for  the  cause  of  this  great  misfortune  see  his  own  report 
addressed  to  myself),  at  no  time  could  we  bring  more  than  five  pieces 
into  action  to  return  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  eight.  Yet  that  fire  was 
returned,  and  that  with  so  much  spirit  and  energy,  as  to  make  this 
artillery  duel,  rendered  peculiarly  interesting  by  the  character  of  the 
field  and  its  mountain  surroundings,  ever  memorable  by  those  who  be- 
held it.  That  the  casualties  among  our  cannoneers  should  have  been  so 
few  is  a  subject  of  sincere  congratulation,  and  is  very  much  ascribable 
to  the  sound  judgment  of  Captain  Shumaker,  who  repeatedly  changed 
the  position  of  his  guns  when  those  of  the  enemy  had  obtained  his  range. 
For  a  minuter  description  of  the  action  in  this  its  most  striking  phase 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  report  of  that  consummately 
cool  and  skillful  officer.  From  it  yon  will  learn  why  it  was  that  our 
pieces,  at  the  close  of  the  four  hours'  interchange  of  fire,  were  tempo- 
rarily withdrawn,  inducing  our  friends  upon  our  extreme  left  and  evi- 
dently the  enemy  to  suppose  that  they  had  been  silenced. 

At  about  9.30  a  strong  column  of  infantry  was  seen  to  move  towaitis 
our  left  flank.  Having  crossed  the  so-called  river  (in  &«ct,  a  shallow 
stream  of  about  20  yanls  in  width),  near  the  point  designated  on  the 
map  by  the  capital  letter  A,  it  undertook  to  turn  our  position  in  that 
direction.  Soon,  however,  it  encountered  a  portion  of  the  Third  Ar- 
kansas Begiment,  which  drove  it  precipitately  back  with  a  destructive 
fire.    The  enemy  subsequently  turned  two  of  his  pieces  upon  this 
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portion  of  our  left  wiag,  pouring  out  canister  and  shell  in  large  vol- 
umes, bat  fortunately,  on  account  of  the  protection  afforded  by  the 
woods,  with  but  little  execution.  Simultaneously  with  this  movement 
towards  our  left  another  column  of  inf^^utry  ascended  the  wooded  hill 
before  our  right  wing  at  the  point  designated  upon  the  map  by  the 
capital  letter  B.*  Having  become  at  its  head  involved  in  a  slight  skir- 
mish with  one  of  our  picket  guards,  it  was  immediately  and  strongly 
re-enforced.  Subsequently  to  the  repulse  of  the  column  from  our  left 
flank  it  proceeded  in  the  same  general  direction,  ascending  the  hill  at 
the  point  designated  by  the  letter  O,*  and  swelling  the  force,  which  now 
began  to  threaten  seriously  our  firont  and  right,  to  some  4,000  men.  They 
moved  along  the  side  of  the  hill,  opening  upon  our  lines  a  desultory  fire 
of  rifled  musketry,  which  was  continu^  until  the  close  of  the  action. 
So  soon  as  the  designs  of  this  column  were  fully  developed  I  ordered 
the  Twelfth  Georgia  Eegiment  to  take  position  near  the  stream,  where 
a  small  detachment  of  it,  under  Lieutenant  Dawson,  had  already  been 
posted,  with  instructions  to  engage  the  enemy  whenever  he  should 
attempt  to  cross  it. 

From  the  fact  that  this  movement  was  made  in  full  face  of  largely- 
superior  numbers,  armed  with  a  superior  weapon,  and  protected  by 
<^ver  of  the  tbrest,  it  was  made  with  an  alacrity  and  a  regularity  which 
deserve  high  commendation,  as  does  also  the  cool  determination  with 
which  this  command,  protecting  itself  as  best  it  might  against  enemy's 
fire,  received  it,  but  returned  scarce  a  shot.  Not  long  thereafter  I  or- 
dered Captain  Shumaker  to  open  uix>n  the  same  column,  directing  his 
fire  to  where  he  supposed  the  head  of  it  to  be.  This  he  promptly  did 
with  two  of  his  pieces,  and  so  effectively,  that  in  a  short  time  the  unmis- 
takable evidence  of  their  rout  became  apparent.  Distinctly  could  their 
officers  be  heard,  with  words  of  mingled  command,  remonstrance,  and 
entreaty,  attempting  to  rally  their  battalions  into  line  and  to  bring  them 
to  the  charge ;  but  they  could  not  be  induced  to  reform  their  broken 
ranks  nor  to  emerge  from  the  cover  of  the  woods  in  the  direction  of  our 
fire.  Bapidly  and  in  disorder  they  returned  into  the  turnpike,  and  soon 
thereafter  the  entire  force  of  the  enemy — artillery,  infantry,  and  cav- 
alry— ^retreated  in  confusion  along  the  road  and  adjacent  fields,  leaving 
behind  them  at  different  points  numbers  of  their  killed,  guns,  knap- 
sacks, canteens,  &c  Among  other  trophies  taken*  were  a  stand  of 
United  States  colors,  which  are  held  subject  to  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding general. 

This  engagement  lasted  from  7  in  the  morning  to  2.30  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  at  which  time  the  enemy,  who  had  come  with  artillery  to 
bombard  and  demoralize  us,  with  infantry  to  storm  our  camp,  with 
cavalry  to  rout  and  destroy  us,  and  with  four  days'  cooked  rations  in 
his  haversacks  to  prosecute  a  rapid  march  either  toward  Staunton  or 
toward  Huntersville,  was  in  precipitate  retreat  back  to  his  Cheat  Mount- 
ain fiastness;  and  it  is  certainly  a  matter  not  unworthy  of  mention  that 
while  his  first  insolent  advances  were  received  with  defiant  cheers,  run- 
ning from  one  end  to  the  other  of  our  line,  he  was  permitted  to  take  his 
departure  under  the  simple  reports  of  our  pieces  firing  upon  him  so 
long  as  he  continued  within  their  range.  The  relative  weakness  of  our 
force  and  the  entire  absence  of  cavalry  prevented  our  pursuing  him,  and 
thereby  realizing  the  legitimate  fruits  of  our  triumph. 

His  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  estimated  at  from  250  to  300, 
among  them  an  officer  of  superior  rank.  Our  own,  I  am  happy  to  say, 
vas  very  inconsiderable,  not  exceeding  50  in  all.    This  most  gratifying 

*  Not  indicated  on  original  sketch. 
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resnlt  is  to  be  attribnted  in  a  great  degree  to  the  remarkable  oooln^^ns 
of  regimental  and  company  officers,  who  never  seemed  for  a  moment  to 
lose  their  presence  of  mind,  never  allowed  their  men  unnecessarily  to 
expose  themselves,  and  profited  by  every  advantage  of  ground  and 
position  to  shield  them  from  danger. 

In  conclusion,  I  take  great  pride  in  saying  that  the  bearing  of  all 
the  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  was  highly 
creditable  to  themselves  and  to  the  army.  Among  those  who  enjoyed 
the  opportunity  coveted  by  all  of  attracting  special  notice,  in  addition 
to  the  name  of  Colonel  Johnson,  I  would  mention  those  of  Captain 
Shumaker,  who  was  wounded  at  his  battery,  and  to  whom  I  have 
already  had  repeated  occasion  to  refer;  of  Capt.  William  H.  Bice,  of 
whom  Captain  Shumaker  speaks  in  the  following  emphatic  language : 
*'  He  had  been  working  his  piece  beautifully  for  two  hours,  and  too 
much  praise  cannot  be  given  him  for  the  deliberate  manner  with  which 
he  loaded  and  fired  his  piece,  loadiug  and  firing  b}*  detail  for  an  hour 
in  the  midst  of  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  fh)m  the  enemy,"  until  he  was 
stricken  to  the  earth  severely  wounded ;  of  Captain  Deshler,  who 
directed  a  rapid  fire  with  marked  effect,  and  of  Sergeaut  Graves,  who 
fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  cool  and  gallant  discharge  of  his  duty. 
Peculiarly  distinguished  among  the  advance  guard,  where  all  were 
distinguished,  must  be  recorded  the  names  of  Lieutenant  Gibson,  of 
the  Third  Arkansas  Regiment,  the  officer  in  immediate  command ;  of  Pri- 
vate Slayton,  of  the  Thirty-first  Virginia  Regiment,  who  was  severely 
wounded,  and  of  Private  J.  W.  Brown,  of  Company  F,  First  Georgia 
Regiment,  who,  upon  hearing  the  order  to  fall  back,  exclaimed,  '^  I  will 
give  them  one  more  shot  before  I  leave,"  and  while  ramming  down  his 
twenty-ninth  cartridge  fell  dead  at  his  post.  Nor  can  I  omit  mention 
in  this  connection  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  engineer  staff  officers,  designed  and  was  in  active  prosecution  of 
the  works  to  which  we  are  so  much  indebted  for  the  defense  of  our  posi- 
tion, and  who  has  shown  himself  at  all  times  prompt  to  render  cheerful 
and  efficient  service. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  Colonel  Taliaferro,  whose  marketl 
coolness  and  energy  could  not  fail  to  inspire  his  men,  and  Colonel  Rust, 
in  command  of  the  left  wing,  fh>m  which  the  enemy  was  first  repelled, 
discharged  their* responsible  duty  successfully  and  well.  Finally,  my 
own  thanks  are  specially  due  to  my  aides,  Maj.  F.  S.  Bloom  and  Lieut. 
W.  D.  Humphries,  C.  S.  Army,  for  the  gallant  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  they  responded  to  the  peculiar  and  exposing  calls  made  uim>u 
them.  It  is  but  justice  to  add  that  Cadet  Henry  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army, 
drew  notice  to  himself  by  his  gallantry  under  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  casualties. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

Col.  0.  L.  Stevenson, 

Adjutant  Oeneraly  N.  W.  A, 
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Camp  Babtow,  Gbeenbbieb  Rffeb, 

Omhtr  26, 1861. 
SiH :  Your  kind  favor  of  the  12th  instant  [followingl  came  duly  to  band. 
How  much  needed  by  this  branch  of  the  army,  by  soldiers  as  well  as  by 
officers,  some  expression  of  approval  was  can  only  be  known  by  one  per- 
eonatly  familiar  with  the  campaign  in  this  part  of  Virginia,  aneqnaled 
in  itA  peculiar  hanlsfaips,  in  the  asperities  of  country  and  climate  which 
hare  been  encountered,  in  sickuess  and  suffering,  in  disappointed  hopes 
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and  untoward  events,  fate  seeming  at  times  to  have  decreed  a  terrible 
antithesis — ^the  misery  and  obscurity  here,  the  sympathy  and  the  glory 
elsewhere. 

As  yon  mnst  be  aware,  this  command  is  mainly  composed  of  the  wrecks 
of  General  Gamett's  army,  and  the  annals  of  warfare  might  be  searched 
in  Yftin  to  find  a  more  pitiable  picture  of  suffering,  destitution,  and  de- 
luoralization  than  they  presented  at  the  close  of  their  memorable  retreat. 
It  bas  required  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  most  energetic  offic^ers  and  all 
the  encouragement  which  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them  to  restore 
the  troops  to  anything  like  the  efficiency  of  which  they  were  originally 
capable. 

In  the  battle  to  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  refer  in  compliment- 
ary terms  the  disparity  of  numbers  between  our  force  and  that  of  the 
enemy  was  greater  than  has  been  assumed.  I  did  not  think  it  advisable 
to  expose  our  real  condition  of  weakness.  The  strongest  of  our  regi- 
ments (Colonel  Fulkerson's)  had  been  previously  withdrawn  to  protect 
Colonel  Gilham's  flank.  The  reports  of  the  morning  preceding  the  3d 
did  not  show  more  than  1,800  men  for  duly,  and  the  pickets  and  guards 
which  our  position  requires  us  to  keep  up  in  all  directions  had  taken 
mauy  of  these  from  the  line.  Considerably  more  than  trebling  us  in 
numbers,  doubling  us  in  artillery  of  superior  character,  and  confident 
of  success,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  simply  by  the  happy  disposition  of 
our  forces,  the  boldness  of  our  movements,  and  the  cool  determination 
of  officers  and  men.  What  would  have  been  the  results  of  our  defeat 
who  can  fully  estimate  f  And  yet,  because  it  was  comparatively  blood- 
less, for  the  achievement  of  the  victory  who  will  ever  give  us  full  credit  f 

You  will  discern  in  what  I  have  now  said  some  reason  for  the  detail 
character  of  my  report  and  for  the  mention  by  me  of  so  many  names. 
It  was  necessary  as  well  as  proper,  and  if  it  be  deemed  of  any  impor- 
tance to  foster  the  spirit  of  this  division  of  the  Army  some  appreciation 
of  meritorious  service  must  be  exhibited. 

I  would  remark,  in  the  same  connection,  that  I  delayed  acknowledg- 
iDg  the  receipt  of  your  letter  because  I  contemplated  a  course  of  action 
in  reference  to  certain  newspaper  publications  which  I  knew  would  fail 
to  meet  your  approval.  Such  publications  may  be  disregarded  by  the 
statesman  or  the  soldier  of  established  reputation,  but  they  can  do  much 
to  wound  the  officers  and  men  of  a  young  corps  like  the  one  I  command, 
who  have  endured  the  sufferiugs  without  being  adjudged  the  laurels  of 
veterans.  Fully  sensible,  however,  of  the  impropriety  of  complicating 
public  x>osition  with  personal  feuds,  I  delayed  writing  you  for  the  pur- 
I>ose  of  asking  permission  to  retire  from  the  Army  so  soon  as  the  winter 
should  with<kaw  this  branch  of  it  from  the  field.  Circumstances  of 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak  have  intervened  to  thwart  my  inten- 
tion for  the  present. 

Begging  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  President  and  to  yourself  for 
your  kind  expressions  toward  my  command  and  toward  me,  I  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  sir,  very  respecttuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  JACKSON. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Wab  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmond^  October  12, 18G1. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  through  the  Adjutant-General  your  report  of  tbe 
action  of  3d  instant  at  Greenbrier  Biver.    I  congratulate  both  yourself 
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and  the  officers  and  men  under  your  command  for  yoor  brilliant  conduct 
on  this  occasion  and  your  successful  defense  of  the  important  position 
held  by  you  against  a  force  so  superior.  The  President  joins  me  in  the 
expression  of  the  satisfaction  we  both  feel  in  finding  our  confidence  in 
yon  and  3'our  command  so  fully  justified.  In  this  connection  I  beg  to 
say  that  Uie  President  submitted  to  my  perusal  your  private  letter  to 
him  in  relation  to  a  newspaper  report  relating  to  the  affair  at  Cheat 
Mountain.  He  has  answered  your  letter,  as  he  informs  me.  It  gives 
me  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  there  is  not  a  syllable  in  General  Lee's 
report  that  reflects  in  the  remotest  manner  any  discredit  on  yon,  and  I 
hope  you  will  not  feel  offended  at  my  expressing  surprise  that  you 
should  attach  any  importance,  or  feel  any  sensitiveness  in  relation  to 
sensation  articles  or  reports  in  the  newspai)ers.  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  my  own  action  and  opinions  almost  daily  misconceived  or  mis- 
represented on  ''  the  most  reliable  information"  with  perfect  equanimity, 
and  you  may  well  trust  to  your  own  well-earned  reputation  as  a  perfect 
shield  against  all  anonymous  attacks. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  0/  War. 
Brig.  Oen.  Henby  B.  Jackson, 

Headquarters^  Oreenbrier  Biver. 


No.  6. 

Beport  of  Coh  William  B.  Taliaferro^  Twenty-third  Virginia  Infantry, 

Hdqbs.  Fifth  Bbioadb,  Abmy  of  Northwest, 

Camp  at  Oreenbrier  Biverj  October  4, 18G1. 

GsNEBAii:  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  j^our  orders,  to  make  a 
report  of  the  operations  of  tbe  troops  under  my  immediate  commaud  in 
the  action  between  your  forces  and  the  enemy  on  yesterday. 

According  to  your  instructions  my  command,  consisting  of  the  Twenty- 
third  and  Forty -fourth  Virginia  Begimeuts  and  a  battalion  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Virginia  Begiment,  supported  by  Shumaker'a  and  Biceps  light  bat- 
teries, occupied  the  center  of  your  line  of  defense. 

As  soon  as  it  became  manifest  that  the  enemy  were  approaching  in 
force  I  ordered  the  infantry  to  occupy  the  lines  of  trenches  defending 
the  front  approach  and  the  artillery  to  be  placed  in  position  to  com- 
mand the  turnpike  and  meadow  on  the  left  and  front  of  our  position. 

After  a  gallant  resistance  b\  our  picket  guard,  re-enforced  by  a  de- 
tachment headed  by  Colonel  Johnson,  who  maintained  an  extraoi^dinary 
struggle  with  an  overwhelming  force  of  the  enemy,  their  troops  in  great 
nnmbers  were  seen  to  debouch  from  the  turnpike  and  from  across  the 
river  flat,  whilst  a  heavy  column  was  seen  to  occupy  the  hills  on  the  right 
of  the  road.  Very  soon  after  this  their  batteries  were  established  in  the 
meadow  and  on  the  road,  and  opened  upon  our  position,  and  poured  with- 
out intermission  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  for  four  hours  and  a  quarter 
upon  it  Our  batteries  replied  with  remarkable  spirit  and  determination, 
ftnd  with  telling  effect,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  approached  within  range 
of  our  pieces. 

The  infantry  of  the  enemy  fell  back  Just  without  range  and  made  an 
^ort  to  turn  our  left  flank,  bat  could  soon  be  seen  recrossing  the  river 
and  concentrating  upon  the  left  of  their  lines.  Leaving  a  supporting 
force  with  their  artillery,  they  formed  on  the  slope  of  the  hills  overlook- 
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ing  the  road,  and  evidently  made  all  these  dispositions  and  preparations 
either  for  attacking  onr  center  by  seeking  the  shelter  of  the  wood^  hills 
until  they  could  approach  our  front  at  the  nearest  point  of  range,  when 
they  would  cross  the  river  and  attack  our  front,  or  otherwise  continu- 
ing along  the  right  bank  to  attempt  to  turn  our  right  flank.  Advanc- 
ing to  a  imnt  opposite  the  center  of  my  position  their  column  halted, 
being  menaced  by  the  troops  of  your  right  wing,  and  marched  down  the 
hill-side  to  the  meadow,  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  the  assault  upon 
our  works.  Here  they  opened  preparatory  to  an  assault  a  fire  upon  us 
with  their  long-range  muskets,  but  our  artillery  being  directed  upon 
them  with  terrible  effect  at  this  moment  they  were  thrown  into  confusion, 
and  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  their  officers,  whose  words  of  com- 
mand and  entreaties  could  be  distinctly  heard,  could  not  be  reformed, 
and  after  some  time  being  spent  in  the  effort  to  bring  them  to  the  charge 
fell  back  to  the  hills,  and  under  such  cover  as  they  afforded  fr6m  our 
artillery,  which  played  upon  them  during  the  whole  time,  regained  the 
turnpike,  and  withdrew  their  batteries  and  retired. 

The  loss  to  the  enemy  must  have  been  very  great,  as  their  force,  as 
far  as  I  could  estimate,  exceeded  5,000,  which,  whenever  it  ventured 
within  range,  received  a  storm  of  missiles  from  our  batteries.  The  loss 
sustained  by  my  command  was  very  small. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  great  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command.  All  evinc^  under  the  heavy  fire  to  which  they 
were  subjected  extraordinary  coolness  and  gallantry. 

The  artillery,  which  was  unprotected  by  epaulements,  behaved  with 
unflinching  bravery.  Captain  liice,  commanding  one  of  tbe  batteries, 
distinguished  by  his  intrepidity,  had  his  leg  carried  away  by  a  round 
shot  while  nobly  encouraging  his  men  to  their  duty,  and  the  conduct  of 
Private  Brookes,  of  his  battery,  deserves  especial  notice.  Captain  Shu- 
maker  and  Lieutenant  Wooding  distinguished  themselves  by  their  skill 
and  gallantry,  and  Sergeant  Jones,  who  commanded  the  piece  on  the 
right  of  my  line,  deserves  the  highest  praise.  Colonel  Scott,  command- 
ing Forty-fourth;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Taliaferro,  commanding  Twenty- 
third,  and  Captain  Iligginbotham,  commanding  Twenty-fifth  Regiment, 
exhibited  great  coolness,  determination,  and  anxiety  to  be  engaged  in 
action,  which  was  shared  by  their  officers  and  men. 

I  take  occasion  to  notice  the  admirable  conduct  of  Surgeon  Daily,  of 
the  Twenty-third  Eegiment,  who  amid  the  heaviest  fire  administered 
relief  to  the  wounded,  and  the  good  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Pendleton, 
acting  assistant  adjutant-general.  Captain  Anderson's  battery,  part 
of  my  brigade,  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  command  on  the  left, 
when  Captain  Shumaker's  was  temporarily  transferred  to  my  command. 
The  report  of  the  operations  of  the  former  will  be  made  by  the  officer 
who  commanded  on  the  left,  while  the  casualties  in  Captain  Shumakc'r's 
command  will  be  communicated  by  the  officer  commanding  the  brigade 
to  which  he  is  attached. 

I  append  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  my  brigade,  amounting 
to  2  killed  and  6  wounded.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFERRO, 
Colonel  Ticenty4hird  Eegiment^  Commanding  Brigade. 

General  Henry  R.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Monterey  Line. 

*  Not  found,  bat  see  p.  229. 
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No/ 7. 

Report  of  CoL  Albert  Eust,  Third  ArJcansas  Infantry. 

Brigade  Headquarters,  October  3, 1861. 

General:  This  momiDg,  aboat  7  o'clock,  hearmg  of  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  upon  us  in  force,  I  ordered  my  men,  the  Third  Arkansas 
Begiment,  to  get  ready  to  repel  an  attack  from  him,  and  obeyed  a  sum- 
mons to  report  myself  to  you  at  your  quarters.  You  placed  me  in  com- 
mand of  the  left  wing  of  our  forces,  composed  of  my  own  regiment, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jackson's  Virginia  Kegiment,  Hansbrouglrs  Vir- 
ginia battalion,  and  Anderson's  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and  ordered  me 
on  no  account  to  allow  the  enemy  to  turn  our  left  flank,  and  suggested 
the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  most  of  the  infantry  under  my  com- 
mand, the  artillery  having  already  been  planted.  After  forming  my 
men,  and  while  marching  them  to  the  position  designed  for  them,  the 
eoemy  commenced  a  rapid  firing  of  artillery,  and  before  I  had  satis- 
factorily formed  that  portion  of  the  men  under  my  immediate  command 
between  the  nver  and  the  terminus  of  abatis  to  the  right  of  Anderson's 
battery  on  the  Greenbank  road,  the  advance  guard  of  a  column  of  the 
enemy,  marching  by  flank,  had  crossed  the  river  some  distance  below 
us,  as  had  been  anticipated,  and  upon  ascending  the  first  mountain 
came  upon  the  left  flank  of  my  force,  which  promptly  fired  a  volley  into 
them,  which  caused  them  instantly  to  retire,  recross  the  river,  rapidly 
traverse  the  meadow,  unite  with  another  force,  with  which  a  like  attempt 
was  made  to  turn  our  right  flank  with  a  similar  result,  and,  as  you  are 
aheady  aware,  rapidly  and  in  disorder  retreated  from  the  fleld. 

Before  the  i-etreat  of  the  enemy  began,  and  while  I  supposed  he  was 
advancing  beyond  the  position  occupied  by  my  command,  I  sent  a  lieu- 
tenant to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barton,  of  my  own  regiment,  who  was  on 
my  right,  to  close  up  my  line  by  falling  down  the  river  some  60  or  80 
yards,  until  he  united  with  me,  preparatory  to  making  a  charge  upon 
the  rear  and  flank  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  and  meadow  beyond  it. 
The  lieutenant  returned  and  reported  Colonel  Barton  not  present,  which 
I  have  ascertained  was  not  true,  as  he  was  not  absent  from  his  post  for 
a  moment  during  the  engagement,  and  had  conceived  the  same  idea  of 
attacking  the  enemy  in  flank  as  myself.  However,  as  the  enemy  had 
fully  eight  times  as  many  infantry  in  the  meadow  and  in  the  skirt  of 
the  woods  beyond  it  as  I  could  have  assailed  him  with,  supported  by 
six  or  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  which  kept  up  a  continuous  and  extraor- 
dinarily rapid  fire  during  the  whole  time,  the  propriety  of  making  the 
attack  is  very  questionable.* 

The  men  and  ofiScers,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  behaved  admirably. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  EUST, 
Colonel^  Commanding, 

General  Henry  K.  Jackson,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  8. 
Report  of  Copt,  L,  M,  ShumaJcer,  C.  8,  Army,  commanding  light  battery. 

Camp  at  Greenbrier  Eiver,  October  4, 1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  oral  order  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  at  daybreak  yesterday,  October  3,  in  pursuance  of  your  instruc- 

*  Nominal  list  of  casuaUles  omitted.    See  tabulated  statemeut,  p.  229. 
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tions,  given  in  person,  I  proceeded  to  get  my  battery  ready  for  action. 
I  placed  my  rifled  piece  in  position  on  a  hill  in  rear  of  Yager's  honse, 
jost  vacated  by  Captain  Anderson,  and  then  returned  to  m}*  camp,  and 
sent  Lieutenant  Wooding  to  take  charge  of  it.  Before  getting  my 
other  pieces  in  position  word  was  brought  that  the  rifled  gun  was  use- 
less, a  ball  having  lodged  in  it  near  the  muzzle.  I  galloped  to  the 
place  at  once,  and  had  it  withdrawn  to  a  position  where  the  men  could 
drive  the  ball  up.  I  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Wooding  to  take  a  guu 
and  go  across  the  river  and  report  to  Colonel  Johnson,  who  had  sent 
for  it  to  support  his  skirmishers.  I  then  brought  up  one  of  my  bronze 
6-pounder  guns  to  the  position  occupied  by  the  rifled  piece,  and 
directed  fire  upon  three  of  the  guns  of  the  enemy  in  battery  in  a 
meadow  about  800  yards  distant.  At  this  time  the  enemy  had  opened 
a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  upon  position  from  six  guns  of  different 
caliber.  After  the  men  had  succeeded  in  ramming  home  the  ball 
lodged  in  the  rifled  piece  I  brought  it  up  to  the  front  and  opened 
fire  upon  the  enemy's  caissons:  but,  unfortunately,  the  balls  would 
lodge,  owing  to  the  close  fit  and  to  the  gun's  fouling  easily.  Finding 
the  last  ball  hopelessly  lodged,  as  I  supposed,  I  sent  it  to  the  rear,  out 
of  the  way. 

At  this  time  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  very  severe,  and  so  well  aimed 
as  to  make  it  necessary  to  change  my  position  several  times.  About 
this  time  Lieutenant  Wooding  returned  and  informed  me  that  the  skir- 
mishers had  all  fallen  back,  and  that  Colonel  Johnson  had  directed 
him  to  return  across  the  river,  and  that  he  had  broken  his  lanyard. 
I  ordered  him  to  take  position  in  front  of  Yager's  house,  where  he 
could  enfilade  the  road  leading  to  our  position,  and  to  open  fire  upon 
the  enemy's  batteries,  changing  his  position  whenever  the  range  o/ 
their  fire  made  it  necessary.  At  this  time  we  were  replying  to  them 
with  only  four  pieces — ^two  of  my  own.  one  of  Captain  Kice's,  who  com- 
manded his  piece,  and  a  gun  on  a  hign  hill  to  my  left  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Deshler.  I  galloped  at  once  to  the  rear  and  brought 
up  my  fourth  gun,  under  command  of  Sergt.  Joseph  H.  Jones,  and 
placed  it  in  the  best  position  that  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the 
tents  of  the  infantry  encampments  would  allow.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
had  now  become  so  severe  as  to  compel  me  to  order  the  removal  of 
every  gun  a  few  feet  after  every  third  fire,  and  I  sent  word  to  Captain 
Bice  (who  had  been  working  his  piece  beautifully  for  two  hours,  and 
to  whom  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  for  the  deliberate  manner 
with  which  he  loaded  and  fired  his  piece,  loading  and  firing  by  detail 
for  an  hour  in  the  midst  of  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy) 
to  change  his  position  at  once.  He  withdrew  to  a  position  about  250 
feet  in  rear,  and  rested  his  men  and  awaited  the  cooling  of  his  gun. 

Observing  at  this  time  that  the  enemy  had  been  driven  back  from 
the  river  to  our  left  by  a  fire  from  Colonel  Kust's  regiment,  and  that 
they  were  forming  in  two  lines  for  a  demonstration  in  front,  I  ordered 
the  fire  to  cease,  and  directed  my  chiefs  of  piece  to  rest  their  men,  cool 
their  guns,  then  load  their  ineces  with  canister,  and  await  my  order  to 
fire.  The  enemy  meanwhile  had  been  moving  down  to  our  right  flank 
to  the  number  of  2,000,  when  I  heard  two  guns  open  to  my  left.  I  gal- 
loped to  the  point  and  found  my  men  in  confusion,  all  of  Captain  Bice's 
gone  but  2, 1  man  dying,  and  was  told  that  Captain  Bice  and  1  of  my 
corporals  were  badly  wounded.  I  reprimanded  the  sergeant,  and  he 
informed  me  that  Colonel  Johnson  and  Colonel  Taliaferro  ordered  him 
to  fire,  and  that  he  told  them  he  had  orders  from  me  not  to  fire. 
Colonels  Johnson  and  Taliaferro  were  not  with  the  guns  when  I  came 
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up.  I  found  two  of  Captain  Bice's  drivers,  and  ordered  them  to  take  the 
harness  off  one  of  the  wounded  horses,  and  get  another,  and  take  their 
gun  to  the  rear.  I  called  upon  several  of  Colonel  Scott's  men,  who 
came  forward  and  assisted  us  in  getting  the  gun  off.  Having  no  men 
that  I  could  spare  to  work  this  gun,  I  sent  it  over  the  hill  to  a  place  of 
safety.  I  then  returned  to  the  gun  on  our  right,  and  awaited  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  enemy,  who  was  evidently  preparing  to  charge  across 
the  river.  Just  then  your  aide.  Lieutenant  Humphries,  brought  me 
year  order  to  open  fire  ui)ou  them,  when  I  supposed  the  head  of  their 
column  was  in  evident  confusion.  1  at  once  opened  with  two  guns,  and 
at  the  third  fire  they  broke  and  ran  from  the  woods  in  the  wildest  con- 
fdsion.  I  continued  to  fire  upon  them  with  shot  and  spherical  case  as 
long  as  they  were  in  range,  when  I  ordered  my  men  to  wash  out  their 
guns,  get  water,  and  lie  down  to  rest. 

In  a  short  time  I  was  satisfied  that  the  day  was  won,  and  that  the 
enemy  were  in  full  retreat.  The  casualties  were  3  men  wounded :  Pri- 
vate Alexander  M.  Earles,  bullet  from  shell  through  the  thigh ;  Cor- 
poral Calvin  H.  P.  Eaton,  flesh  torn  from  the  thick  part  of  thigh  by 
round  shot,  and  Joseph  B.  Dickerson,  shot  from  shell  through  the  side, 
neither  of  them  dangerously.  Thomas  A.  Elliott  was  knocked  down  by 
a  piece  of  shell,  but  soon  recovered  and  kept  his  place  by  his  gun. 
Tliomas  Winsey  (a  driver)  was  struck  by  a  Minie  ball  on  the  thigh,  only 
a  bruise ;  Sergeant  Jones  had  his  horse  shot ;  one  of  the  wheels  of  my 
guns  was  injured  in  the  hub,  and  two  of  the  caisson  wheels  had  spokes 
knocked  out  of  them.  These  constitute  the  injury  sustained  by  my 
command. 

I  take  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the  officers  and  men  who  were 
with  me,  and  whose  gallantry  and  good  conduct  has  won  for  themselves 
and  their  company  the  praise  of  the  good  and  true  all  over  our  beloved 
country.  Lieutenant  Wooding  went  promptly  wherever  I  ordered 
him,  and  kept  up  a  galling  fire  upon  the  enemy's  batteries  and  columns 
during  the  engagement,  firing  about  ninety  rounds,  and  for  a  while 
with  only  four  men  to  work  his  gun.  Sergeant  Jones  behaved  with 
great  coolness  and  judgment,  and  obeyed  every  order  with  promptness, 
managing  his  gun  himself.  His  gun  fired  only  forty  rounds,  being 
for  much  of  the  time  out  of  range,  but  his  fire  was  very  destructive. 
Sergeant  Brently,  owing  to  his  youth  and  temperament,  was  not  effi- 
cient as  a  sergeant;  yet  the  gun  was  well  managed  by  Corporal  Calvin 
H.  P.  Eaton  until  he  was  wounded,  and  then  by  Corporal  Oliver  P. 
Carter,  who  came  back  from  the  rifle  piece  to  assist.  This  gun  was 
worked  more  than  either  of  the  others  under  my  command.  My  first 
sergeant,  Timothy  H.  Stamps,  was,  unfortunately  for  myself  and  the 
company,  at  Monterey.  I  had  to  send  him  with  my  company  wagons 
to  buy  or  press  forage  for  my  horses.  He  started  when  he  heard  the 
first  gnu  fired,  and  reached  us  just  as  the  fight  was  over.  Had  he  been 
with  us,  I  am  satisfied  that  much  of  the  difficulty  with  our  long-range 
gun  would  have  been  avoided,  as  he  succeeded  in  getting  the  ball  up 
6oon  after  he  came.  My  first  lieutenant,  Lanier,  was  absent  on  recruit- 
ing service,  and  Second  Lieutenant  Brown  was  at  home  collecting  sup- 
plies of  winter  clothing  for  the  men.  Serg.  William  H.  Parham  was 
with  Lieutenant  Wooding,  and  did  his  duty  well.  Corporals  Oliver  P. 
Garter,  John  Q.  Adams,  and  Calvin  H.  P.  Eaton  did  their  duty  like 
brave  men  and  good  soldiers.  Privates  Alexander  M.  Earles,  John  H. 
WeUes,  James  Boyster,  James  T.  Williams,  Andrew  L.  Crutchfield, 
James  O.  Covey,  James  M.  Terry,  Bomulus  S.  Oaines,  Thomas  A.  El- 
liott, Martin  Crawley,  Hermann  Mantel,  Benjamin  W.  Walton,  Samuel 
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Prescott,  and  John  Murphy  deserve  especial  praise  for  their  bravery 
and  good  conduct.    The  drivers  managed  their  horses  well  and  kept 
them  in  place  in  the  midst  of  a  most  terrific  fire. 
Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  SHUMAKBB, 
Captain^  Commanding  Light  Battery ^  0.  S.  Army, 

Brig.  Gen.  Henbt  B.  Jaokson, 

Commanding  Force  Monterey  Line. 


No.  9. 

CongratvXaiory  orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring^  C.  S.  Army. 

General  Obdebs,  )        Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  11.  I  Sevoell  Mountain^  October  7, 1861. 

The  general  commanding  has  the  pleasure  to  announce  to  the  Army  of 
the  Northwest  a  signal  defeat  of  the  enemy  fh>m  the  fortifications  of 
Cheat  Mountain  by  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Jackson. 

After  three  attempts  of  four  and  a  half  hours  to  force  our  lines  in 
front  and  on  both  flanks  with  a  superior  force  of  artillery,  some  with 
longer  range,  he  was  repulsed  with  a  considerable  loss. 

The  general  commanding  tenders  his  thanks  to  Brigadier-General 
Jackson,  his  officers  and  soldiers,  for  their  gallant  conduct  in  this 
engagement,  and  assures  them  that  they  will  have  the  grateful  remem- 
brance  of  our  people. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Loring: 

0.  L.  STEVENSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


OCTOBER  8, 1861.— Expedition  to  Pohiok  Church, 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Sloeum^  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  Second  Brigade, 

Alexandria^  Fa.,  October  6, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  received  information  on  the  3d  instant  that  a  body  of  the 
enemy's  cavalry  was  at  Pohick  Church,  about  12  miles  from  these  head- 
quarters, together  with  such  other  information  as  led  me  to  suppose  that 
the  force  could  be  captured  without  difficulty.  The  plan  of  an  expH&di- 
tion  for  this  purpose  was  fully  matured  and  was  verbally  communicated 
to  Colonel  Christian,  Twenty-sixth  New  York  Volunteers,  who  was  de- 
tailed to  the  command.  An  order  was  then  issued  of  which  I  herewitii 
inclose  a  copy. 

The  expedition  proved  an  entire  failure,  and  this  result  I  am  informed 
and  believe  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  my  orders  relative  to  the 
manner  of  the  execution  were  not  obeyed ;  and  what  is  still  more  an- 
noying to  me  and  disgraceful  to  my  command,  is  the  fact  that  instead 
of  being  marched  back  to  the  camp  in  good  order,  a  large  portion  of 
the  command  was  allowed  to  disband  beyond  our  line  of  pickets,  and, 
as  might  have  been  anticipated  from  such  a  proceeding,  this  force  sent 
to  operate  against  the  troops  of  the  enemy  was  converted  into  a  band 
of  marauders,  who  plundered  alike  friend  and  foe. 


Chap.  XIV.]  SKIRMISH  NEAB  EDWABDS   FERRT,  HD.  237 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  these  facts  before  the  commandiDg  general, 
and  to  suggest  that  a  coart  of  inqairy  be  convened  for  the  purpose  of  a 
thorough  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  expedition. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SLOCUM, 
Brigadier- General  Volunteers j  Commanding* 

Maj.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

[InoUwaro.j 

Headquabtebs  Second  Bbigade, 

October  3, 1861. 
Col.  William  H.  Ghbistian: 

Sib:  You  will  take  command  of  a  detachment  of  300  in&ntry  from 
the  regiments  composing  this  brigade  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  and 
will  endeavor  to  cut  off  and  take  prisoners  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry, numbering  probably  50  men,  stationed  at  or  near  Pohick  Church. 

You  will  proceed  with  225  infantry,  according  to  verbal  directions 
already  given  you,  to  certain  i>oints  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position, 
and  will  make  your  attack  at  precisely  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

You  will  send  out  75  infantry  and  the  company  of  cavaliy  on  the 
Bichmond  road,  with  instructions  for  them  to  be  at  Potter's  store,  4 
miles  from  Pohick  Church,  and  6  miles  from  these  headquarters,  at  5.45 
o^clock,  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  advancing  as  rapidly  as 
possible  towaids  Pohick  Church,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  enemy  or  to 
render  assistance  to  the  other  detachments  of  your  command. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  being  accomplished,  you  willretum  with- 
out delay. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Slocum : 

JOSEPH  HOWLAND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


OCTOBEB  8, 1861.— Airmish  at  Springfield  Station,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig,  Oen,  William  B,  Franlclin^  U,  8,  Army, 

Ootobeb  3, 1861. 

Eight  hundred  men  of  Newton's  brigade,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Pratt,  Thirty-first  New  York  Begiment,  went  out  to  Springfield 
to^ay  with  a  train  u>r  wood  and  sleepers.  They  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  at  Springfield  with  no  loss,  and  brought  off  thirty -two  car  loads 
of  wood  and  sleepers.  They  heard  rumors  of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
at  Annandale,  some  8,000,  but  I  do  not  think  the  information  reliable. 
Colonel  Pratt  conducted  the  expedition  with  great  judgment. 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN. 

General  MgGlellak.  Brigadier-Oenerdl. 


OCTOBEB  4,  1861.— Skinniih  near  Edwardf  Ferry,  Maryland. 
Bqfort  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone^  U.  8.  Army. 

POOLBSVILLE,  October  4, 1861 — 3.15  p.  m. 

The  enemy  opened  fire  on  our  lookout  near  Edwards  Ferry  at  9  a.  m. 
His  firing  was  wild  and  without  efi'ect.  I  returned  his  fire  with  three 
Panott  lO-ponnderSi  and  he  retired* 
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At  the4^ime  of  the  firing  a  battalion  or  more  of  infkntry  and  some 
artillery  were  visible  going  towards  Leesbarg,  on  the  turnpike. 

0HA8.  P.  STONE, 
Major-General  MoClellan.  Brigadier-OeneraL 


OCTOBER  15,  1861.*-8]dniiiBh  on  Little  Biver  Turnpike,  l^ginia. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  laauc  M.  Tucker j  Second  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

Camp  Seminary,  New  Jersey  Brigade, 

Wednesday^  October  16, 1861. 

Sir:  I  reported  at  orderly  hoars  yesterday,  at  your  headquarters,  as 
brigade  officer  of  the  day,  and  immediately  thereafter  proceeded  to 

visit  the  pickets,  stationed  as  follows : 

•  •••••• 

A  few  moments  previous  to  my  visit  to  Company  A,  First  Regiment, 
stationed  at  the  negro  house  on  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike,  about  11  a^ 
m.,  a  rebel  dragoon  had  been  discovered  on  the  turnpike  talking  with 
a  workman  in  Minor's  com  field,  about  a  half  mile  beyond  our  picket 
Station.  Upon  receiving  this  information  I  took  the  picket  and  went 
through  the  corn-field.  Two  grown  white  boys  and  one  negro  man 
were  at  work  in  the  field,  one  of  whom  admitted  to  me  that  the  dragoon 
had  inquired  of  him  concerning  our  pickets,  pretending,  however,  that 
he  gave  them  no  information.  I  thought  proi)er  to  arrest  them  all,  and 
accordingly  sent  them  in  to  headquarters. 

About  5  p.  m.  6  men  from  this  station  were  on  the  turnpike  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  station,  when  a  detachment  of  about  20 
rebel  cavalry  surprised  and  fired  on  them.  They  promptly  returned 
the  fire,  retreating  as  best  they  could  towards  the  station,  where  the 
men  had  been  extended  by  Lieutenant  Tillou  across  the  road.  Several 
shots  were  exchanged  during  the  retreat,  the  rebels  pursuing  our  picket 
until  nearly  within  musket  range  of  the  skirmishers  at  the  station,  when 
they  turned  and  passed  rapidly  up  the  turnpike.  Private  Jordan  Sil- 
vers, Company  A,  First  Regiment,  was  killed  in  the  affair,  but  not  until 
with  a  deliberate  aim  he  had  killed  a  rebel  officer.  Private  James  Don- 
nelly and  Alphonso  Nichols,  of  the  same  company,  are  missing.  Lieu- 
tenant Tillou  reports  to  me  that  4  or  5  of  the  rebels  were  seen  to  fall 
fh)m  their  horses,  which  statement  was  confirmed  by  all  the  men. 

A  scout  of  10  men  sent  out  by  Captain  Young  from  Company  F, 
Second  Regiment,  was  returning  when  the  firing  was  heard,  but  did  not 
reach  the  ground  in  time  to  assist  our  men.  They  found  a  dead  horse 
belonging  to  the  rebels,  a  sword  considerably  marked  with  blood,  a 
new  Springfield  rifled  musket,  and  a  blanket,  and  brought  in  the  sword, 
musket,  and  blanket.  They  also  brought  in  the  dead  body  of  Private 
Silvers.  This  party  went  out  as  far  as  the  tavern,  and  were  there  when 
the  rebels  to  the  number  of  about  100  were  this  side  of  them.  The  pro- 
prietor of  the  tavern  endeavored  to  get  them  in  his  house  by  strong 
importunity,  evidently  intending  to  detain  them  for  capture,  but  to  no 
purpose. 

During  the  night  I  made  the  grand  rounds,  and  found  everything 
quiet  and  the  pickets  unusually  vigilant. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L  M.  TUCKER, 
lAeut  Col  Second  Eeg^t  N.  J.  Vols.y  Brigade  Officer  of  the  Day. 

Brigadier-General  Kearny,  Comdg.  New  Jersey  Brigade, 


< 
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[Lndoneaiciit.] 

Headquarters  New  Jersey  Brigade, 

October  16  [1861]. 

In  forwarding  this  report  I  have  to  mention  the  prompt  conduct  of 
my  aide,  Captain  Wilson,  who,  hurrying  to  the  spot,  took  the  guards 
near  by  and  swept  the  ground  of  combat. 

P.  KBAENY, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  Commanding, 


OCTOBEB  16,  1861.— Skirmish  at  Bolivar  Heights,  near  Harper's  Ferry, 

W.  Va. 

RSPORTS. 

Ko.  1.— Mf^.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — CoL  John  W.  Geary,  Twenty-eighth  Pennaylyania  Infantry. 

Ko.  3.— M^j.  J.  P.  Gonld,  Thirteenth  Maflsaohuaetto  Infantry. 

Ko.  4. — Capt.  Henry  Bertram,  Third  Wiaconsin  Infantry. 

Ko.  5.— <;apt.  George  J.  Whitman,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

No.  e.~Li€nt.  Moaes  O'Brien,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantiy. 

Nob  7. — ^LJent.  CoL  Tnmer  Ashby,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Maj.  Oen.  Nathaniel  P.  BanJcSy  U.  8.  Army. 

Heasquabtebs  Camp  nsab  Dabnestown, 

October  20, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  command- 
ing-general a  report  in  detail,  received  last  evening  from  Colonel  Geary, 
of  the  skirmish  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  16th  instant.  The  repulse  of 
the  rehel  forces  was  complete,  and  the  work  for  which  our  troops  occu- 
pied the  town  was  successfully  carried  out. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Division* 

Brigadier-Oenersd  Mabot,  Chief  of  Staffs  dtc. 


No.  2. 

Eeport  of  CoL  John  W.  Oeary,  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Pa.  Vols, 
Camp  TyndalCj  Point  of  RocJcs,  Md.y  October  18, 1861. 

Sib  :  On  the  8th  instant  M^.  J.  P.  Gould,  of  the  Thirteenth  Massa- 
cbusetts  Volunteers,  acting  under  orders  of  M£yor-General  Banks, 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry  to  seize  a  quantity  of  wheat  held 
by  the  rebels  at  that  point.  Three  companies  of  the  Third  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  and  a  section  of  the  Bhode  Island  battery,  under  Captain 
Tompkins^  were  ordered  to  report  to  Major  Gould,  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  in  and  covering  the  necessary  movements  of  the  operation. 
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On  tbe  10th  instant  the  major  called  on  me  to  aid  him  with  men  and 
cannon,  but  as  the  necessity  for  them  seemed  to  have  vanished,  the 
order  was  coantermanded.  Again,  on  Sanday,  the  13tb,  I  received 
reliable  information  that  the  rebel  forces  were  concentrating  in  the 
direction  of  Harper's  Ferry,  and  I  also  learned  from  Major  Gould  lliut 
he  required  assistance.  In  the  evening,  accompanied  by  GoTernor 
8prague,  of  Ehode  Island,  and  Colonel  Tompkins,  of  the  Khode  Island 
Artillery,  I  went  to  Sandy  Hook,  with  two  companies  of  my  regiment 
and  one  piece  of  cannon.  On  Monday  I  entered  into  Virginia,  and  on 
that  day  and  the  following  one  aided  in  the  removal  of  the  wheat,  and 
held  in  check  the  gathering  forces  of  the  enemy. 

The  troops  under  my  command  were  four  companies  (A,  D,  F,  and  G) 
of  the  Twenty-eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  three  com- 
panies (C,  I,  and  K)  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and 
three  companies  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Eegiment,  numbering  in  all 
600  men,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon,  under  command  of  Captain  Tomp- 
kins, of  the  Ehode  Island  Battery,  and  two  pieces  of  the  Ninth  New 
York  Battery,  under  Lieutenant  Martin.  About  100  men  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts regiment  were  left  on  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac  Elver, 
and  the  two  pieces  of  the  Ehode  Island  Battery  were  placed  on  the 
Maryland  Heights,  one  of  the  New  York  guns  on  the  railroad  opiM>6ite 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  other  to  command  the  approach  from  Pleasant 
Valley,  in  Virginia,  where  three  companies  of  rebel  cavalry  were  sta- 
tioned. The  command  of  all  the  troops  thus  left  I  confided  to  Major 
Gould. 

The  object  for  which  the  river  had  been  crossed  having  been  accom- 
plished, on  Tuesday  night  I  had  determined  to  recross  the  river  on 
Wednesday  and  permit  the  troops  to  return  to  their  various  regiments; 
but  about  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  my  pickets  stationed  on 
the  heights  above  Bolivar,  extending  from  the  Potomac  to  tbe  Shenan- 
doah Eiver,  about  2  J  miles  west  of  Harper's  Ferry,  were  driven  into  the 
town  of  Bolivar  by  the  enemy,  who  approached  from  the  west  in  three 
columns,  consisting  of  infieintry  and  cavalry,  supported  by  artillery. 

I  was  upon  the  ground  in  a  few  minutes,  and  rallied  my  pickets  upon 
the  main  body  of  our  troops  in  Bolivar.  In  a  short  time  the  action 
became  general.  The  advanced  guard  of  the  rebels,  consisting  of 
several  hundred  cavalry,  charged  gallantly  towards  the  upper  part  of 
the  town,  and  their  artillery  and  infantry  soon  took  position  upon  the 
heights  trom  which  my  pickets  had  been  driven.  The  enemy's  three 
pieces  of  artillery  were  stationed  on  and  near  the  Charlestown  road 
where  it  crosses  Bolivar  Heights.  They  had  one  32-pounder  colum- 
biad,  one  steel  rifled  13'pounder,  and  one  brass  6-pounder,  all  of  which 
were  served  upon  the  troops  of  my  command  with  great  activity,  the 
large  gun  throwing  alternately  solid  shot,  shell,  and  grape,  and  the 
others  principally  fuse  shell. 

While  these  demonstrations  were  being  made  in  front  a  large  body  of 
men  made  their  appearance  upon  Loudoun  Heights,  with  four  pieces  of 
cannon  and  sharpshooters  stationed  at  the  most  eligible  points  of  the 
mountain,  to  bombard  our  troops,  and  greatly  annoy  us  in  the  use  of  the 
ferry  on  the  Potomac.  The  commencement  of  the  firing  upon  our  front 
and  left  was  almost  simultaneous. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Shenandoah,  I  de- 
tached a  company  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiment,  under 
command  of  Captain  Shriber,  for  the  defense  of  the  fords  on  that  river. 
He  took  position  near  the  old  rifle  works,  and  during  the  action  ren- 
dered good  service  there.    There  then  remained  under  my  immediate 
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command  about  450  men.  With  these  the  fierce  charge  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  was  soon  checked  and  turned  iMick.  A  second  and  a  thu*d 
charge  was  made  by  them,  increasing  in  impetuosity  with  each  repeti- 
tion, during  which  they  were  supported,  in  addition  to  the  artillery, 
by  long  lines  of  infantry  stationed  on  Bolivar  Heights,  who  kept  up  a 
continuous  firing.  They  were  repulsed  each  time  with  effect  Under 
this  concentrate  fire  our  troops  held  their  position  until  11  o'clock, 
when  Lieutenant  Martin,  by  my  order,  joined  me  with  one  rifled  can- 
non, which  had  been  placed  to  cover  the  ferry,  he  having  crossed  the 
river  with  it  under  a  [jpEdling  fire  of  riflemen  from  Loudoun  Heights. 

I  then  pushed  forward  my  right  flank,  consisting  of  two  companies 
(A  and  G)  of  the  Twenty-eighth  liegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
They  succeeded  in  turning  the  enemy's  left  near  the  Potomac,  and 
gained  a  portion  of  the  heights.  At  the  same  time  Lieutenant  Mar- 
tin opened  a  w«41-directed  fire  upon  the  enemy's  cannon  in  our  front, 
and  Captain  Tompkins  succeeded  in  silencing  some  of  the  enemy's 
guns  on  Loudoun  Heights.  These  services,  simultaneously  rendered, 
were  of  great  importance,  and  the  turning  of  the  enemy's  flank  being 
the  key  to  the  success  of  the  action,  I  instantly  ordered  a  general  for- 
ward movement,  which  terminated  in  a  charge,  and  we  were  soon  in 
possession  of  the  heights  from  river  to  river.  There  I  halted  the 
troops,  and  from  that  position  they  drove  the  fugitives  with  a  well- 
directed  aim  of  cannon  and  small-arms  across  the  valley  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Halltown.  If  any  cavalry  had  been  attached  to  my  command 
the  enemy  could  have  been  cut  to  pieces,  as  they  did  not  cease  their 
flight  until  they  reached  Charlestown,  a  distance  of  G  miles. 

Immediately  after  the  capture  of  tne  heights  Major  Tyndalo  arrived 
with  a  re-enforcement  of  five  companies  of  my  regiment  from  Point  of 
Bocks,  two  of  which  he  ordered  to  report  to  Major  Gould  at  Sandy 
Hook,  and  soon  joined  me  with  the  others  on  the  field.  The  standard 
of  the  Twenty-eighth  Eegiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers — the  flag  of 
the  Union — was  then  unfurled  on  the  soil  of  Virginia,  and  planted  on 
an  eminence  of  Bolivar  Heights,  and  under  its  folds  we  directed  the  fire 
of  our  artillery  against  the  lotteries  and  forces  on  Loudoun  Heights,  and 
soon  succeeded  in  silencing  every  gun  and  driving  away  every  rebel 
that  could  be  seen. 

The  victory  was  complete.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed  and 
wounded  is  generally  conceded  to  be  about  150,  which  they  carried  back 
in  wagons  and  on  horses  as  rapidly  as  they  fell.  We  took  4  prisoners, 
among  whom  is  Bev.  Nathaniel  Green  North,  chaplain  of  Colonel  Ash- 
by's  command.  He  is  said  to  have  been  present  at  every  battle  that 
has  occurred  in  Virginia.  The  fine  32-pouuder  columbiad,  mounted  on 
an  old-fashioned  gun-carriage,  was  captured,  together  with  a  quantity 
of  ammunition  for  it,  consisting  of  ball,  shell,  and  grape  shot,  for  the 
transportation  of  which  a  wagon  was  used  as  a  caisson.  These  were 
immediately  transferred  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  the  gun 
is  placed  in  position  against  its  late  proprietors.  One  of  their  small 
gons  used  at  Bolivar  Heights  was  disabled,  having  one  of  the  wheels 
shot  from  the  gun  carriage  by  a  well-directed  shot  from  Lieutenant 
Martin.    They  succeeded  in  dragging  it  from  the  fidd. 

Oar  loss  is  4  killed,  7  wounded,  and  2  taken  prisoners,  a  list  of  whom 
is  hereto  attached.*  The  greater  part  of  the  loss  occurred  in  the 
Wisconsin  companies,  who  gallantly  sustained  the  position  of  our  left 
flank  throughout  the  contest    One  of  the  soldiers  taken  by  the  enemy 

*  Nominal  list  omitted. 
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was  Private  Edgar  Boss,  of  Company  0,  Third  Wisconsin  Begiment, 
who  was  wounded  in  the  action.  The  other,  Corporal  Beniah  Pratt, 
of  Company  A,  Twenty-eighth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  accidentally  taken  by  a  few  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  mistook  for 
Massachusetts  men,  their  uniform  corresponding  in  all  respects  to  that 
of  the  latter.  The  four  men  who  were  killed  were  afterwards  charged 
upon  by  the  cavalry  and  stabbed  through  the  body,  stripped  of  all  their 
clothing,  not  excepting  their  shoes  and  stockings,  and  left  In  perfect 
nudity.  One  was  laid  in  the  form  of  a  crucifixion,  with  his  hands  spread 
out,  and  cut  through  the  palms  with  a  dull  knife.  This  inhuman  treat* 
ment  incensed  my  troops  exceedingly,  and  I  fear  its  consequences  may 
be  shown  in  retaliatory  acts  hereafter. 

I  visited  the  iron  foundery  at  Shenandoah  City,  and  ascertained  that  it 
was  used  by  the  rebels  for  casting  shot  and  shell  of  all  kinds.  I  ordered 
it  to  be  burned,  which  was  done  the  same  night. 

The  acts  of  individual  gallantly  are  so  numerous  in  the  whole  command 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  each  an  appropriate  mention,  but  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  every  corps  behaved  with  the  coolness  and 
courage  of  veteran  troops. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  mention  that  Hon.  Daniel  McCook,  father 
of  General  McCook,  as  an  amateur  soldier,  gun  in  hand,  volunteered 
and  rendered  much  service  during  the  engagement.  I  also  mention 
like  service  rendered  by  Benjamin  G.  Owen,  esq.,  of  Saint  Louis.  Both 
of  these  gentlemen  were  greatly  exposed  during  the  action. 

I  am  informed  by  authority  deemed  reliable  that  the  enemy's  forces 
consisted  of  the  following  troops,  viz :  The  Thirteenth  and  Nineteenth 
Mississippi  Begimeuts,  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment  of  Infantry,  Col- 
onel Ashby's  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  Bogers'  Bichmond  battery  of  six 
pieces  and  one  32-pounder  columbiad,  all  commanded  by  General  Evans 
in  peraon. 

Bolivar  Heights  were  taken  at  1.30  p.  m.  I  directed  our  troops  to 
rest  there  until  12  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  fired  a  farewell  shot 
into  Halltown,  and  as  there  was  no  longer  any  necessity  to  remain  on 
that  side  of  the  Potomac,  our  errand  having  been  crowned  with  the 
fullest  success,  I  marched  my  command  to  the  Ferry,  and  in  five  hours 
it  was  safely  landed  in  Maryland.  There  being  no  immediate  appre- 
hensions of  the  enemy  there,  I  ordered  the  Wisconsin  companies  to 
report  to  Colonel  Buger,  their  commander,  in  Frederick,  and  returned 
to  this  place  with  part  of  my  regiment  and  the  two  guns  of  the  New 
York  battery,  leaving  Captain  Tompkins'  guns  and  one  company  of 
my  own  regiment  with  Major  Gould,  to  guard  against  any  ftuther  out- 
break. 

A  fiag  of  truce  was  sent  to  me  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  by  Col- 
onel Ashby,  commander  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  with  a  letter  dated  at 
Charlestowu,  inquiring  concerning  Bev.  Mr.  North.  He  stated  that,  as 
Mr.  North's  horse  had  gone  home  wounded,  his  famUy  feared  he  had 
been  killed.  The  colonel  requested  that,  as  he  wan  a  non-combatant<, 
he  hoped  I  would  release  him.  The  testimony  against  him  from  other 
sources  not  being  quite  so  satisfactory,  I  have  determined  to  retain  him, 
and  forward  him  with  the  others  to  such  destination  as  the  general  may 
designate.  I  received  assurances  from  the  bearer  of  the  flag  that  Cor- 
lK)ral  Pratt  was  well,  and  that  every  attention  was  being  given  to  the 
wound  of  Private  Edgar  Boss,  add  that  he  did  not  consider  his  case  a 
dangerous  one. 

Oh  this  morning  a  few  of  the  enemy  in  citizens'  dress  came  secretly 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  by  way  of  the  Shenandoah  road,  burned  Herr'smiU, 
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ftom  wbicli  a  great  portion  of  the  wheat  had  been  taken,  and  imme- 
diately retard. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  official  statement  of  the  engagement  at 
Bolivar  Heights  October  16, 1861. 

JSO.  W.  GBAEY, 
Coland  Twenty-eighth  Beffiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers* 

Capt  B.  MOBBTS  COPELAND, 

Acting  Aesietant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 


No.  3. 
Report  ofMaj.  J.  P.  Chuldj  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry, 

Sm:  At  yonr  request  I  write  yon  what  I  saw  and  heard  on  Wed- 
neBday,  October  16  [1861],  the  day  of  the  Bolivar  skirmish.  On  l^e 
night  previous — a  delightful  moonlight  night — I  went  out  on  our  line  of 
picket  guards,  and  did  not  return  to  the  mill  till  12  o'clock,  when  I 
banked  down  in  the  counting-room  and  remained  till  6  in  the  morning, 
when  I  arose,  examined  the  remaining  grain  of  the  miU,  tht^  quarters 
of  Company  I,  Thirteenth  Massachusetts,  near  the  mill;  quarters  of 
Companies  K  and  C,  near  the  ferry.  I  then  went  upon  Camp  Hill,  and 
visited  all  the  public  buildings  where  the  Wisconsin  and  the  Pennsyl- 
vania  troops  were  quartered,  and  observed  all  things  quiet-,  and  was 
informed  by  the  officer  of  the  day  that  all  had  been  quiet  during  the 
night    Captain  Bertram  had  served  as  officer  of  the  day. 

I  then  came  across  the  river  to  the  Maryland  side  to  supervise  the 
further  progress  of  the  boating  of  the  wheat  and  laying  the  large 
cable  across,  for  greater  conveniences.  Whilst  taking  breakfast  at  my 
quarters  I  heard  a  cannonading,  and  immediately  sent  an  agent  to 
learn  of  it;  the  firing  was  being  done  by  our  troops.  I  was  soon  in- 
formed that  the  enemy  were  advancing.  I  sent  a  telegram  to  the  Point 
of  Rocks  to  hold  all  cars  in  readiness  to  take  troops  here.  I  then 
repaired  to  the  locks,  and  gave  orders  in  regard  to  the  boating,  laying 
the  cable,  and  relative  to  firing  the  cannon,  if  opportunity  o£fe^Bd.  By 
order  of  the  colonel,  sent  for  Captain  Meyer's  company,  and  passed  over 
the  other  side  to  sujiervise  with  regard  to  arrangements  then  necessary 
at  the  landing.  I  then  received  the  order  from  the  colonel  to  order  up 
Major  Tyndale  and  his  force.  I  returned  and  gave  this  order  by  tele- 
graph. At  this  time,  learning  that  the  cavalry  were  advancing  from 
the  woods,  I  ordered  Captain  Tompkins'  battery  to  fire  upon  them*. 
Again  I  passed  over  to  Virginia,  and  passed  most  up  Camp  Hill, 
when  I  received  an  order  by  the  colonel  to  send  over  two  horses  and 
more  ammunition.  This  order  I  returned  to  execute.  While  efifecting 
it  Major  Tyndale  came  up  with  his  force.  I  took  the  liberty,  as  I  said 
to  him,  to  order  over  the  river  two-thirds  of  his  force.  Ho  asked  what 
the  exact  orders  of  the  colonel  were,  for  he  wished  to  be  governed  by 
the  colonel's  orders  strictly,  but  afterwards  the  colonel  sent  for  this 
port  of  the  force.  Whilst  this  force  and  the  ammunition  were  passing 
the  river  the  rebels  fired  upon  them  from  the  Loudoun  Heights  by 
rifie  shots.  I  ordered  one  of  our  iron  guns  to  fire  upon  them  with  can- 
nii&ter;  two  shots  silenced  them.  I  onlered  one  iron  gun  to  play  upon 
the  guns  on  Loadoun  Heights,  from  which  they  were  throwing  shells 
on  to  and  over  the  mill,  with  slugs,  and  I  learn  that  it  seemed  to  have 
some  good  effect.    A  large  body  of  cavalry  was  seen  in  Loudoun, 
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opposite  Sandy  Hook.  I  ordered  down  half  of  a  company  of  the 
Pennsylvania  men,  and  the  cavalry  dispersed.  The  shells  were  thrown 
regularly  from  Loudoan  Heights,  till  their  cessation,  over  the  mill  and 
Hall's  Rifle  Works,  where  were  posted  Company  I  and  part  of  Com- 
pany K  of  the  Tliirteenth  Kegiment. 

At  past  2  o'clock,  after  the  firing  from  Loudoan  Heights  had  ceased, 
the  colonel  ordered  over  the  New  York  battery.  This  order  I  received 
while  going  up  Camp  Hill  to  go  on  to  field  at  Bolivar.  The  Rhode 
Island  Battery  continued  to  Are  until  I  learned  that  his  shell  were 
falling  short  of  the  enemy  and  among  our  own  men,  when  I  ordered  a 
close. 

This  comprises  what  I  actually  saw  at  a  distance — ^the  retreat  and 
advance  ot  our  right.  It  seemed  to  be  a  premeditated  attack.  Indeed, 
I  learn  since  that  it  was  much  of  a  concerted  afifair.  The  names  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain. 

J.  P.  GOULD,  Major. 

Earlier  I  should  have  sent  this  statement;  but,  besides  being  quite 
unwell,  there  was  much  necessary  and  pressing  business  connected 
with  the  closing  up  of  this  adventure,  every  part  of  which  needed  my 
personal  attention.  *But,  from  the  accounts  I  see  in  the  pai>ers,  I  infer 
that  there  is  no  Msyor  Gould  at  this  post,  and,  if  here,  he  is  only  an 
intruder;  nor  had  he  anything  to  do. with  getting  the  wtieat.  Indeed, 
his  name  does  not  occur  in  a  long  whole-column  article  of  to-day's  Bal- 
timore paper.  Lot  Caesar  have  his  own. 
Most  obediently, 

J.  P.  GOULD. 

Col.  John  W.  Geary. 


Fo.  4. 

Report  of  CapU  Henry  Bertram^  Third  WiBcormn  Infantry, 

Fbedebigk  City,  Md.,  October  18, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  16th  instant,  while 
Company  A,  Third  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  under  my  command, 
was  in  quarters  at  Harper's  Ferry,  cannonading  was  heard  early  in  the 
morning  in  the  direction  of  Halltown ;  and  soon  after  our  pickets  were 
driven  in*  by  the  advancing  enemy.  I  formed  company  immediately, 
and  moved  out  toward  Bolivar;  was  there  met  by  Colonel  Geary,  who 
ordered  me  to  protect  the  left  flank  and  road  on  the  Shenandoah. 

In  obedience  to  this,  I  deployed  company  as  skirmishers,  left  resting 
on  the  Shenandoah,  the  enemy  mean  time  throwing  shells  upon  us  from 
Loudoun  Heights.  Having  but  limited  range  of  observation,  I  ascended 
the  hill  under  which  my  men  were  coveretl,  and,  reconnoitering,  saw  a 
column  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  with  Confederate  colors  flying,  march- 
ing down  the  road  to  Bolivar,  followed  by  a  corps  of  artillerymen  with  a 
heavy  piece  of  artillery.  On  bringing  forward  my  left  flank  I  sent  in  a 
galling  fire,  just  as  the  enemy  had  i)lanted  their  cannon,  covered  by  a 
large  brick  house  from  the  fire  of  our  battery  on  the  Maryland  Heights. 
After  sustaining  our  fire  for  some  fifteen  minutes  the  enemy  retreated, 
taking  with  them  their  cannon.  I  followed  in  pursuit,  a  he^vy  ground 
and  deep  gully  being  between  me  and  the  enemy.  On  coming  to  the 
road,  I  was  joined  by  Lieutenant  O'Brien  with  Company  C,  Thi^  Begi- 
ment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  moved  on  together  under  a  heavy  fire 
from  our  right  and  front,  and  took  possession  of  the  brick  house,  one 
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company  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachnsetts  being  in  onr  rear.  After  half 
an  hobr,  the  hoaae  not  affording  a  favorable  position  to  fire  with  much 
effect  upon  the  enemy,  we  advanced  upon  tiie  road  toward  the  enemy, 
who  had  retreated  to  a  ridge  covered  with  timber ;  saw  the  enemy's  can- 
non in  the  road ;  charged  upon  it  with  parts  of  Companies  A  and  G 
(about  40  men  in  all).  As  we  commenced,  the  enemy  attempted  to  haul 
off  their  gun,  but  in  their  hasty  attempts  broke  the  axle-tree.  As  we 
approached  the  gun  we  saw  one  of  the  men  spiking  it  and  the  others 
left  it  and  sought  cover,  when  a  tremendous  fire  upon  us  from  a  masked 
breastwork  compelled  us  to  seek  cover.  We  sustained  and  answered 
the  fire  for  some  fifteen  minutes,  saw  our  men  falling,  and  were  obliged 
to  retreat,  closely  pursued  by  the  enemy's  cavalry.  We  rallied,  after 
Ming  back  some  50  rods,  and  fired  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry,  driving 
them  back  and  covering  the  retreat  of  our  wounded  and  those  who  were 
aiding  them  off  the  field ;  then  slowly  retreated  to  the  main  body. 

Company  H,  Third  Begiment  Wisconsin,  having  joined  us,  we  formed 
a  complete  line  of  skirmishers  from  Bolivar  main  street  to  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  awaited  the  arrival  of  artillery.  At  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  artfl- 
lery  having  arrived,  we  moved  the  line  slowly  forward,  by  command  of 
Colonel  Geary,  firing  as  we  advanced,  the  enemy  slowly  falling  back. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  outskirts  of  Bolivar  we  advanced  rapidly,  the  ene- 
my having  retreated  behind  the  hill ;  and  passing  in  our  advance  the 
gnn  which  had  been  disabled,  we  established  our  line  on  Bolivar  Heights, 
the  enemy  having  retreated  to  a  belt  of  wood  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  away  in  the  direction  of  Halltown.  Captured  the  chaplain  of  one 
of  the  enemy's  regiments,  and  sent  him,  along  with  the  captured  gun,  to 
the  ferry,  by  order  of  Colonel  Greary. 

In  the  charge  upon  the  gun  the  following-named  men  of  my  command 
were  killed  and  wounded,  which  was  the  only  loss  suffered  by  us  in  the 
action.* 

1  take  this  occasion  to  make  favorable  mention  of  the  fearless  and 
judicious  conduct  of  Lieut.  £d.  £.  Bryant,  of  Company  A,  Third  Begi- 
ment Wisconsin  Volunteers,  in  the  action. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  BEBTBAM, 
Captnin^  Commanding  Company  A,  Third  Eeg^t  Wis,  Vols. 

Col.  John  W.  Gbaby,  <fec. 


1^0.  6. 
Report  of  Capt  George  J.  Whitma^iy  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

I  have  the  honor  of  making  the  following  report  to  Colonel  Geary, 
commanding  at  Harper's  Ferry  October  16, 1861 : 

On  the  morning  of  October  9, 1861,  at  4  o'clock,  Company  H,  with 
Companies  A  and  C,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  left  ^mp  at 
Frederick  City,  and  marched  to  the  Junction,  and  took  the  cars  for  Sandy 
Hook;  arrived  there  at  8  o'clock  a.  m.;  crossed  the  river  to  Harper's 
Ferry,  and  were  quartered  in  (rovemment  buildings.  On  l^e  morning 
of  the  10th  had  a  slight  skirmish  with  a  company  of  cavalry.  The  com- 
pany was  employed  in  moving  wheat  across  the  river  and  doing  picket 
duty. 

*  List  showB  2  killed  and  3  wounded. 
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October  15,30  men  were  detailed  to  do  duty  at  the  mill,  and  33.  under 
my  command,  detailed  to  act  as  a  reserve,  and  stationed  near  the  oat- 
posts  on  the  Charlestown  road.  On  the  morning  of  October  16,  being 
ofOicer  of  the  day,  went  to  headquarters,  leaving  First  Sergeant  J.  T. 
Marvin  in  command.  At  7.30  o'clock  the  pickets  were  fbred  upon  by  the 
enemy  advancing  on  the  Charlestown  road.  The  reserve  went  to  their 
support,  and  joining  a  company  of  the  Pennsylvania  Twenty-eighth, 
(Captain  Copeland),  [F],  engaged  the  enemy's  cavalry,  firing  and  falling 
back  through  the  timber.  During  this  time  the  enemy  were  throwing 
shell  from  the  hill  beyond,  which  fell  in  their  midst,  and  their  infantry, 
advancing  up  the  road,  cut  them  off  from  their  camp,  and  were  obliged 
to  leave  their  overcoats  and  blankets,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Advancing  up  through  Bolivar  with  the  rest  of  the  company 
(Wisconsin),  joined  by  the  reserve,  deploying  to  the  right  and  advancing 
up  the  hill,  intending  to  flank  under  the  protection  of  one  battery  on  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  but  were  ordered  back  to  the  village  by  Colonel 
Geary  and  then  to  fall  back  across  the  ravine.  Soon  after  were  ordered 
to  take  position  on  the  Shenandoah,  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  advance  on  our 
left,  under  continual  fire  from  the  enemy's  battery  on  Loudoun  Heights 
until  it  was  silenced  by  the  battery  on  Maryland  Heights.  Bemained 
there  until  the  arrival  of  the  New  York  Ninth  Artillery,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  join  the  line,  and  advanced  to  the  ridge  formerly  occupied  by 
our  pickets,  the  enemy  retreating  over  the  ridge  beyond ;  lay  on  our 
arms  until  11  o'clock,  when  we  were  ordered  back  to  and  across  the  river. 
Marched  to  Sandy  Hook,  and  remained,  waiting  for  a  train  to  take  us  to 
Frederick,  until  5.30  p.  m. ;  took  the  train,  and  arrived  at  Frederick  at  8 
o'clock  p.  m.  October  17, 18G1. 
Very  respectfully, 

GEO.  J.  WHITMAN, 
Captain  Company  Hy  Third  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 

Col.  John  W.  Geary. 


No.  6. 
Report  of  Lieut,  Moses  CfBrien^  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 

October  18, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  16th  instant  the 
company  under  my  command — ^Company  C,  Third  Begiment  Wisconsin 
Volunteers— was  quartered  in  town  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  about  7 
o'clock  a.  m.  a  cannonading  was  heard,  appearing  to  emanate  beyond 
the  heights  known  as  the  Bolivar  Heights.  I  forthwith  ordered  the 
company  to  prepare  for  action,  and  [as]  soon  as  in  ranks,  I  moved  out 
upon  the  road  in  the  direction  of  the  firing.  Meeting  Colonel  Geary, 
was  ordered  by  him  to  protect  the  left  flank  to  the  right  and  rearward 
of  Captain  Bertram's  Company  (A),  Third  Begiment  Wisconsin  Volun- 
teers, my  right  on  the  Halltown  turnpike ;  company  into  skirmish  line. 
Then,  on  reconnoitering,  I  observed  a  column  of  infantry  and  also  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  advancing  toward  Bolivar  from  the  Shenandoah 
road,  and  also  another  column  of  infantry  and  cavalry  and  a  heavy  piece 
of  artillery.  The  enemy's  right  was  bearing  down  towards  Captain 
Bertram.  I  then  advanced  at  double-quick  to  his  assistance.  At  this 
time  the  enemy  commenced  shelling  us  from  a  battery  on  Loudoun 
Heights.  The  enemy  gained  the  outskirts  of  the  town  of  Bolivar  and 
planted  their  gun  behind  a  large  brick  house,  well  covered  from  our 
batteries,  and  supported  by  a  l^ge  force  of  infantry.    I  opened  fire 


**. 
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npon  them  just  as  they  began  [to]  retreat  from  l^e  boose  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  Captain  Bertram ;  then  advanced,  and  my  line  connected  widbi 
Captain  Bertram,  as  we  gained  possession  of  the  brick  house.  The 
enemy  opened  a  heavy  cross-fire  npon  us  as  we  advanced  upon  the 
house  from  our  right  and  front  their  skirmishers  being  deployed  along 
and  behind  a  ridge  northward  of  Bolivar.  Our  musketry  not  having 
effect  upon  the  enemy  from  the  cover  of  the  brick  house,  we  deployed 
agauL  to  the  left,  and  advanced  along  the  turnpike  toward  the  enemy. 
Advancing,  observed  their  gun  planted  ahead  of  us  in  the  road  and 
watched  by  artillerists;  charged  upon  it,  in  concert  with  Captain  Ber- 
tzam,  which  the  enemy  perceiving,  endeavored  in  haste  to  haul  off  their 
gon.  In  so  doing  the  axle-tree  was  broken,  and  tbby  were  forced  to 
leave  after  spiking. 

As  we  drew  near  the  gun,  the  enemy  being  strongly  intrenched  to  our 
right  upon  the  ridge,  opened  upon  us  a  terrible  lire  of  musketry  and 
rifle,  under  which  we  were  forced  to  seek  sheUer  of  trees  and  hillocks 
and  to  lie  npon  our  laces.  Fot  being  supported,  and  the  right  flank  not 
closing  in  to  dislodge  fUie]  enemy,  we  fell  back  out  of  the  fire.  As  we 
commenced  retrea^  the  enemy's  cavalry  dashed  npon  us,  almost  sur- 
roonding  a  ix>rtion  of  our  small  foix^  1  saw  their  danger,  and  ordered 
[the]  foremost  in  retreat  to  rally  to  repel  cavalry  and  cover  [the]  flight 
of  our  men.  They  did  so  gallantly,  and  poured  a  volley  into  the  cav- 
alry that  threw  into  confusion  and  drove  them  from  the  fi^d,  several 
saddles  empty.  We  then  retreated  into  Bolivar  upon  main  body,  and 
held  our  ground  under  cannonade  from  enemy  from  Loudoun  Heights 
and  from  high  ridge  beyond  the  town.  We  waited  the  arrival  of  artil- 
lery, which  came  to  our  assistance.  We  theti  advanced  in  skirmish 
line  toward  enemy  by  Colonel  Geary's  command.  The  enemy  fled  back 
under  the  fire  of  our  jartillery,  and  we  advanced  rapidly  upon  their  posi- 
tion, they  falling  behind  the  ridge.  In  our  advance  we  passed  the  gun 
the  enemy  could  not  remove,  and  occupied  the  position  on  the  ridge. 
The  enemy  fell  back  upon  Halltown,  and  were  out  of  sight. 

In  our  advance  upon  the  brick  house.  Private  Steward  E.  Mosher, 
Company  C,  was  killed ;  and  in  the  charge  upon  the  gun.  Private  Henry 
Baymond,  Company  C,  was  killed,  and  Corporal  George  Gray  and  Cor- 
poral William  H.  Foster,  of  Company  C,  were  each  wounded  in  the  leg, 
and  Private  Edgar  Ross,  of  Company  C,  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner, and  Private  Thomas  Hader,  Company  C,  slightly  wounded  in  the 
leg,  which  comprise  the  whole  loss  of  my  command. 

I  was  the  only  conmiissioned  officer  in  the  company.    My  men  behaved 
gallantly,  evincing  great  bravery  and  coolness  under  galUng  fire. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MOSES  O'BEIEN, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Company  0,  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteers. 

CoL  John  W.  Gkaby,  &c. 

No.  7. 
Bq^t  of  Lieut,  OoL  Turner  AsKby^  0.  8.  Army. 

Cahp  Evans,  neab  Hai-ltown,  Va.,  October  17, 1861. 

My  Deab  Sib:  I  herewith  submit  the  result  of  an  engagement  had 
with  the  enemy  on  yesterday  (the  16th)  at  Bolivar  Hill.  The  enemy 
oocapying  that  position  have  for  several  days  been  committing  depre- 
dations in  the  vicinity  of  their  camp.  Having  at  my  disposal  only  300 
militia,  armed  with  flint-lock  muskets,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry 
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(Captains  Tamer's  and  Mason's)  of  Colonel  McDonald's  regiment,  I 
wrote  to  General  Evans  to  co-operate  with  me,  taking  position  npon 
Loudoun  Heights^  and  thereby  prevent  re-enforcements  from  below, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  drive  them  out  of  the  Ferry,  where  they  were 
under  cover  in  the  buildings. 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  I  was  re-enforced  by  two  companies  of 
Colonel  McDonald's  regiment  (Cai)tain  Wingfield's),  fdlly  armed  with 
Minie  rifles,  and  mounted ;  Captain  Miller's,  about  30  men  mounted, 
the  balance  on  foot,  armed  with  flint-lock  guns.  I  had  one  riflea 
4-ponnder  gun,  one  24-pounder  gun  badly  mounted,  which  broke  an 
axle  in  Bolivar,  and  I  had  to  spike  it  My  force  upon  the  morning  of 
the  attack  consisted  of  300  militia,  part  of  two  regiments  commanded 
by  Colonel  Albert,  of  Shenandoah,  and  Major  Finter,  of  Page.  I  had 
180  of  Colonel  McDonald's  cavalry  (Captain  Henderson's  men),  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Glynn ;  Captain  Baylor's  mounted  militia;  Cap- 
tain Hess,  about  25  each.  The  rifled  gun  was  under  command  of  Cap- 
tain Avirett,  the  24-pounder  under  Captain  Comfleld. 

I  made  the  attack  in  three  divisions,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
breastworks  without  loss  of  a  man^nd  took  position  upon  the  hill,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  as  far  as  Lower  Bolivar.  There  the  large  gun  broke 
down,  and  this  materially  affected  the  result.  The  detachment  from 
the  large  gun  was  transferred  to  the  rifled  piece,  and  Captain  Avirett 
was  sent  to  Loudoun  Heights  with  message  to  Colonel  GiiffLn. 

The  enemy  now  formed  and  charged  with  shouts  and  yells,  which  the 
militia  met  like  veterans.  At  this  moment  I  ordered  a  charge  of  cav- 
alry, which  was  handsomely  done,  Captain  Tumei's  in  the  lead.  In 
this  charge  5  of  the  enemy  were  killed.  After  holding  this  position  for 
four  hours  the  enemy  were  re-enforced  by  infantry  and  artillery,  and 
we  fell  back  in  order  to  the  position  which  their  pickets  occupied  in  the 
morning.  The  position  which  Colonel  Griffin  held  upon  Loudoun  was 
such  as  to  be  of  very  little  assistance  to  us,  not  being  so  elevated  as  to 
prevent  them  from  controlling  the  crossing. 

My  main  force  is  now  at  Camp  Evans,  while  I  hold  all  the  interme- 
diate ground.  The  enemy  left  the  Ferry  last  night,  and  are  encamped 
upon  the  first  plateau  on  Maryland  Heights. 

My  loss  is  1  killed  and  9  wounded.  Bei>ort  from  the  Ferry  states 
the  loss  of  the  enemy  at  25  killed  and  a  number  wounded.  We  have  2 
Yankee  prisoners  and  8  Union  men  co-operating  with  them.  We  took 
a  large  number  of  blankets,  overcoats,  and  about  one  dozen  guns. 

I  cannot  compliment  my  officers  and  men  too  highly  for  their  ^lant 
bearing  during  the  whole  flght,  considering  the  bad  arms  with  which 
they  were  supplied  and  their  inexperience.  I  ■  cannot  impress  too  for- 
cibly the  necessity  of  perfect  organization  of  my  artillery  and  the  for- 
warding at  a  very  early  day  of  the  other  guns  promised.  These  guns 
are  drawn  by  horses  obtained  for  the  occasion,  and  are  worked  by  vol- 
unteers. We  are  in  want  of  cavalry  arms  and  long-range  guns,  and 
would  be  glad  to  have  an  airangement  made  to  mount  my  men. 

I  herewith  submit  Surgeon  West's  report,*  and  cannot  compliment 
him  too  highly,  and  respectfully  submit  his  name  as  one  worthy  of  an 
appointment.    He  is  temporarily  employed  by  me  as  a  surgeon. 

Casualties :  Wounded,  13. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

TUENER  A8HBY, 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  C  8,  Army^  Camdg,  in  Jefferson  County. 

Hon.  Mr.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

*  Not  found. 
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P.  S. — I  am  withoat  ammanition  for  rifled  cannon  (4-poander  rifled 
to  Parrott),  also  without  Motion  primers.  I  am  withoat  a  regular  quar- 
termaster, and  consequently  have  my  movements  greatly  embarrassed. 
If  I  am  to  continue  with  this  command  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the 
privilege  to  recommend  for  appointment^  so  that  I  can  organize  accord- 
ing to  what  I  believe  most  Sclent  condition. 


18,  1861.— Reoonnaissance  towards  Oeeoquan  River, 

Beport  of  Brig.  Qen.  Israel  B,  Biohardsony  TJ.  8.  Army, 

Headquabteks  Bichabdson's  Brigade, 

October  19,  1861. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  left  this  camp  yesterday  at 
3^  p.  m.  to  make  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Occoqnan.  my 
force  consisting  of  two  regiments  of  infantry,  one  half  battery  of  artillery, 
and  one  company  of  cavalry.  The  command  proceeded  as  far  as  Acco- 
tink  Creek,  ticking  the  Telegraph  road.  On  reaching  this  stream  I  came 
to  a  halt,  and  sent  half  a  company  of  cavalry  to  Pohick  Church,  the 
other  hair  to  the  Accotiuk  Village,  and  posted  a  company  of  infantry  to 
oar  right  on  the  road  leading  up  the  creek.  This  company  on  moving 
np  the  road  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  immediately  ran  into 
their  camp  across  the  creek  and  gave  the  alarm.  The  long  roll  beat 
some  20  minutes  from  three  different  camps  on  our  right,  showing  that 
they  were  there  in  some  force.  After  resting  the  command  half  an  hour 
I  sent  to  order  in  both  detachments  of  cavalry,  who  soon  came  in,  find- 
ing  no  enemy  at  the  village  or  at  the  church.  The  enemy  occupy  the 
valley  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  from  the  crossing  to  the  church. 
From  what  I  could  learn,  the  road  tVom  Pohick  Church  to  Oeeoquan  is 
clear,  and  but  few  troops  are  at  the  latter  place.  Having  finished  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  I  moved  the  command  back  to  camp,  where 
it  arrived  at  12  o'clock,  having  marched  some  20  miles.  I  took  this 
opportunity  of  moving  forwaM  our  pickets,  who  now  occupy  a  direct 
line  fh>m  Windsor  Hill  to  the  mouth  of  Dogue  Creek. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  BICHAEDSON, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  P.  Heintzelman,  U.  8.  Army. 

[Indorsement] 

Headquarters  Division,  Fort  Lyon, 

October  19, 1861. 

This  reconnaissance  shows  that  the  rebels  are  In  force  between  Long 
Br^ch  and  Accotink  Bun,  above  the  Telegraph  road.  If  there  are  any 
south  of  this  road  it  is  not  probable  that  they  are  in  force.  Our  pickets 
now  extend  from  the  mouth  of  Dogue  Bun  to  Windsor's  Hill,  which  is 
a  commanding  position  and  overlooks  the  valley.  Accotink  Village  was 
abandoned,  as  well  as  Pohick  Church,  several  days  ago. 
Bespectfully  forwarded. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Volunteers j  Commanding. 

The  rebels- are  believed  to  belong  to  General  E  well's  brigade. 
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OOIOBBB  la-VOVElEBEB  16, 1861.— Op6ittti0iii  in  the  Xanawba  and  Vew 

Biver  Begion,  Weft  Virginia. 

Oot.  19-21,  1961.— Skiimiahes  on  New  Biver. 

23, 1861.— Skiimidi  ftt  Qaoley. 
Not.   1-  3, 1861.— Skirmishes  near  Ganley  Bridge. 

6-15, 1861.— Operations  at  Townsend's  Feiry,  New  Biyer, 
10-11, 1861.— Skirmiahes  at  Blake's  Fann,  Cotton  HilL 
12, 1861.— Skirmish  on  Lanrel  Creek,  Cotton  Hill. 
14, 1861. — Skirmishes  near  McCoy's  Mill. 


No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  William  S.  Boeeorans,  U.  S.  Army,  with  dispatehea. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Qen.  Jacob  D.  Cox,  U.  S.  Army,  of  skirmishes  at  Blake's  Fann. 

No.  3.— MaJ.  Samnel  W.  Crawford,  Thirteenth  U.  S.  Infantry,  of  operations  at  Town- 

send's  Ferry. 
No.  4.— Brig.  Qen.  Henry  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  Army,  of  operations  from  Noyember  11-16. 
No.  5.— Col.  Carr  B.  White,  Twelfth  Ohio  Infantiy,  of  skirmish  on  Lanrel  Creek. 
No.  6.— Col.  William  S.  Smith,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infkntry,  of  skirmishes  on  Lanrel 

Creek  and  near  McCoy's  Mill. 
No.  7.— Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  C.  S.  Army. 

Bro.i. 

Beports  of  Brig.  Gen.  WtUiam  S.  Bosecrans^  U.  8.  Army^  with  dispatehe$. 

Camp  Oauley,  Va.,  November  11, 1861. 

Since  last  night  rebels  have  Mien  back  to  within  3  miles  of  Fa- 
yette. The  river  too  high  to  cross  oar  force  at  the  ferry  above.  Their 
position  regarded  as  impracticable,  bnt  which  we  are  prepared  to  use. 
Three  men  attempting  to  escape  from  that  side  of  the  river  came  down 
to  cross  to  oar  side.  Two  crossed,  and  oar  concealed  goard  foolishly 
sprang  out,  took  them  prisoners,  alarming  the  other,  on  whom  they 
f(red,  and  he  ran  away.  The  enemy  was  discovered  breaking  his  camp 
about  8  o'clock,  taking  position  within  2  or  3  miles  of  the  ferry  crossing. 
At  which  Q^neral  Schenck  nevertheless  is  unwilling  to  advance.  Ben- 
ham  will  occupy  position  on  their  front  and  flank  to-morrow  morning, 
reconnoiter,  and  engage  them.  If  thev  stand.  I  think  Geneoral  Schendc 
will  cross  over  in  their  rear  and  we  wiU  bag  tnem. 

W.  S.  fiOSEOBANS, 

Brigadier-GenerdL 

Meg.  Gen.  Geobge  B.  MgGlellan. 


Oamp  Gaulbt,  November  15, 1861. 

Confirming  news  of  my  No.  8*  I  report  that  General  Benham  pursued 
rebels  15  miles  beyond  Fayette;  overtook  a  rear  guard  of  infiuiliy  and 
cavalry:  skirmished  with  them,  and  having  no  train  or  provisions  to 
enable  nim  to  go  farther,  desisted  from  pursuit  and  is  returning  to 
Fayette. 

Floyd's  forces  reported  to  have  been  eight  regiments  and  700  cavalry. 
They  left  considerable  camp  equipage,  ammunition,  and  knapsacks. 

*  Not  foond. 
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The  fortifications  at  Dickerson's  farm  were  very  respectable  and  ex- 
tensive.  The  line  of  Floyd^s  stockade  a  mile  long :  a  cr^maiUere  line  for 
infantry  700  yards.  Two  embrasure  batteries  to  aefend  passage  across 
Miller's  Ferry  and  front  attack.  Our  success  in  concealing  reiekl  point 
of  attack  was  perfect  Ck>ntina6d  high  water  alone  prevented  a  perfect 
success  and  capture;  and  fatal  want  of  nerve  and  inaction  caused  the 
second  plan  to  fiul,  which  would  have  been  equally  successfiil^  as  we 
learned.  They  now  draw  their  supplies  from  a  new  depot,  established 
at  Newbem,  east  of  Wytheville,  on  railroad.  Bumor  of  re-enforoement 
to  Floyd  from  General  Davis  appears  tolerably  authentic.  Effect  of 
this  defeat  on  the  whole  to  be  seen.  Believe  it  will  be  the  last  attempt 
to  force  Oauley  Pass.  Propose  at  once  to  brigade  troops  and  dispose 
them  to  hold  winter  quarters. 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS. 

Major-Oeneral  MgClellak. 


Camp  Gauley,  November  16, 1861. 

Since  my  No.  9  [next  preceding]  Fayetteville  is  occupied  by  General 
Schenck.  Boad  to  Bowyer's  Ferry  reconnoitered.  Enemy's  tents  left 
hidden  have  been  burned.  Country  being  examined  with  a  view  to  its 
defense,  and  an  advance  by  pack-mules  to  Ne wbem,  the  new  depot  of  the 
rebels.  Benham's  brigade  returned  to  its  camp,  6  miles  bdow  the 
mouth  of  Gauley.  Enemy  said  to  have  had  500  wagons  running  from 
Baleigh  to  Kewberu.  Boads  in  bad  condition.  Country  above  Fayette 
more  open  than  any  on  the  Philippi  road,  which  you  remember.  Floyd 
had  engaged  Huddleston  house,  3  miles  from  Gauley  Bridge,  for  his 
winter  quarters.  It  wanted  nothing  but  a  vigorous  execution  of  plans 
in  all  respects  successful  to  have  secured  his  entire  army.  I  am  in  the 
utmost  need  of  regular  officers  for  an  aide  and  for  an  inspector  general 
in  place  of  Msyor  Slemmer,  sick.  Also,  some  ordnance  officers  at  head- 
quarters. 

I  perceive  in  the  pai)er  a  new  arrangement  of  departments,  whereby, 
as  I  understand  it,  General  Eelley  is  detached  from  my  command.  Any 
arrangement  that  will  conduce  to  the  public  interest  will  be  satisfactory 
to  me,  but  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  1  have  to 
draw  all  my  supplies  from  Cincinnati.  My  staff  are  now  left  in  anoUier 
department;  an  anomaly  which  ought  not  to  exist  I  have  to  use  GalU- 
poUs  as  a  hospital  station  and  depot  for  stores,  also  in  another  depart- 
ment. I  have  no  control,  therefore,  over  my  sick  who  go  there  and  no 
right  to  order  officers  there.  I  am  obliged  to  resort  to  Marietta  and  the 
Muskingum  Valley  for  forage,  and  have  a  quartermaster  stationed  at 
Marietta,  where  is  a  depot  for  receiving  horses  worked  down  in  the  serv- 
ice. The  only  ordnance  officer  I  have  is  at  Bellaire,  in  Ohio.  I  have 
also  35  miles  of  telegraph  line,  connecting  line  down  this  valley  by  Point 
Pleasant  with  Hamden,  saving  forty  cents  on  every  ten  words  trans- 
mitted either  east  or  west.  It  seems  to  me  Ohio  is  a  much  more  neces- 
sary part  of  this  department  than  of  that  of  Cumberland.  Should  you 
think  otherwise,  I  beg  you  at  least  to  issue  such  orders  as  will  secure 
what  I  have  spoken  of  as  necessary  beyond  the  question  of  intert*erence. 
The  anomalous  position  of  my  stafi'at  Cincinnati  has  prevented  me  from 
having  the  services  of  Assistant  Ac^utant-General  McLean,  though 
much  needed.  While  though  apparently  under  my  commana  he  has 
been  receiving  orders  and  discharging  duties  directed  by  another  gen- 
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eral  officer.  What  is  much  more  important  to  public  service  is,  I  want 
for  the  efficient  use  of  the  troops  here  two  or  three  efficient  brigadiers. 
It  will  also  be  most  desirable  to  replace  several  of  the  regiments  here 
broken  down  by  sickness,  allowing  them  to  recruit  health  and  numbers. 

Floyd's  forces,  though  beaten  and  demoralized,  are  not  destroyed,  and 
Pdust  be  watched.  The  roads,  whichfb^come  very  bad  by  usage,  dry  up 
and  become  good  very  quickly,  making  the  county  open  for  enterprises 
during  the  winter.  Have  just  return^  irom  Fayette.  Will  whte  you 
in  the  morning. 

W.  S.  ROSEORANS, 

Brigadier'  General. 

Major-General  McClellan. 


Headquabtebs  Depabtment  Western  Vibginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountainj  November  25, 1861. 

Sib:  My  current  series  of  dispatches  has  informed  the  commanding 
general  of  the  principal  military  events  in  this  department,  including 
those  which  have  occurred  on  this  line  since  our  return  from  Sewell; 
but  to  give  the  whole  connectedly  and  in  detail  I  now  respectfully  sub- 
mit a  report,  consisting  of  abstract,  details,  map,  and  appendix  :* 

ABSTBACT. 

The  first  thing  after  the  battle  of  Camifix  was  to  unite  the  forces  on 
the  Lewisburg  road  and  follow  it  up  as  far  as  practicable.  This  was 
done ;  the  enemy's  intrenched  position  beyond  Big  Sewell  reconnoitered, 
his  force  a8<^rtained,  and  on  the  5th  of  October  the  troops  fell  back 
towards  Gauley  Bridge,  to  be  near  their  clothing  and  supplies.  The 
next  thing  was  to  clothe,  equip,  and  pay  the  troops.  This  was  pro- 
gressing vigorously  when  Floyd,  with  eight  regiments,  700  cavalry,  and 
several  pieces  of  artillery,  variously  stated  from  two  to  eight,  appeared 
in  the  angle  west  of  New  River,  on  the  Fayette  road,  while  it  was  stated, 
on  information  entitled  to  great  weight,  that  Lee  was  preparing  to  com- 
bine  an  attack  on  our  front,  while  Floyd  was  to  cut  off  our  communica- 
tions down  the  Kanawha. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  guard  against  Lee,  secure  our  communi- 
cations, dislodge,  and,  if  possible,  cut  off  Floyd's  forces.  The  operations 
for  this  purpose  took  up  the  time  from  the  1st  of  November  to  the  15th 
of  November.  One  of  the  plans  for  capturing  Floyd  failed  on  account 
of  the  high  water,  and  the  other,  while  it  was  successful  in  dislodging 
the  rebels  and  driving  them  from  this  part  of  the  country,  failed  to 
capture  and  destroy  their  force  for  want  of  vigorous  and  energetic  exe- 
cution of  plans  confided  to  General  Benham. 

The  special  history  of  these  movements  is  given  in  the  subjoined 
details,  illustrated  by  the  map  and  appendix. 

REPORT  OP  DETAILS. 

After  the  battle  of  Camifix  the  troops  brought  down  by  the  Sum- 
mersville  line  passed  over  on  to  the  Jjewisburg  road,  uniting  with  the 
Kanawha  Brigade.  The  head  of  this  column  advanced  to  the  top  of 
Big  Sewell,  34  miles  from  Gauley  Bridge,  on  the  28th  of  September. 

a 

*  Appendix  consists  of  the  snbordlnate  reports  following. 
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Two  and  a  half  regiments,  under  Oenerala  Schenck  and  Benham^  came 
as  far  as  the  foot  of  Sewell  to  support  the  advance,  which  »icted  as  a 
corps  of  observation.  After  reconnoiteriDg  the  eoemy's  fortified  posi- 
tion from  2  to  4  miles  in  front  on  top  of  Sewell,  on  Lewisbnrg  road,  sup- 
ported by  fortifications  at  Meadow  Bluff,  15  miles  this  side  of  LewisDurg. 
ascertaining  his  strength  to  be  from  twelve  to  fourteen  thousand,  an<l 
finding  that  the  connf^  beyond  was  measurably  stripped  of  forage  and 
subsistence,  our  force  (5,200^  retired  towards  Gauley  Bridge  gradually, 
and  encamped  at  the  positions  shown  on  the  accompanying  map; 
Schenck's  Brigade  being  10  miles  fh)m  Gauley  Bridge,  McCook's  8 
miles,  Benham's  6  miles,  while  General  Cox  was  posted,  one  regiment 
at  Tompkins'  farm  and  remainder  at  Gauley  Bridge,  with  detachments 
for  guarding  steamboat  landing  below. 

Our  object  in  taking  this  position,  as  reported,  was  to  be  near  enough 
to  water  transportation  to  enable  our  transportation  to  bring  forws^ 
not  only  forage  and  subsistence,  but  the  clothing  of  the  troops.  Orders 
were  also  immediately  dispatched  to  have  the  paymasters  come  and 
pay  them,  none  having  received  any  since  they  entered  the  service. 
The  clothing  of  all,  with  the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  was  completed  by 
the  Ist  of  ^vember.  The  paying  went  on  much  more  slowly,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difficulties  in  getting  the  rolls  and  the  inexperience  of  the 
paymasters,  and  is  not  yet  completed. 

No  military  movements  were  or  could  be  undertaken  that  would 
interfere  with  these  primary  objects.  The  enemy's  motions  at  Meadow 
BlufiT  were  watched.  The  militia,  which  all  summer  long  had  occupied 
the  region  west  of  the  New  Biver  and  south  of  the  Loop  Creek  Hills, 
(see  map  and  accompanying  memoir,  marked  A),*  showed  themselves 
opX)osite  Miller's  Ferry,  near  McCook's  brigade,  about  the  18th  of  Oc- 
tober, when  they  were,  as  we  learned,  to  t^  assembled  at  Fayette  for 
the  purpose  of  being  paid  off,  but  as  we  then  supi>osed  and  since 
ascertained  with  the  real  object  of  rallying  them  if  possible.  Colonel 
McCook  was  therefore  directed  to  pass  over  with  a  sufficient  force  to 
capture  or  disperse  them,  and  occupy  or  treat  the  country  as  circum- 
stances might  indicate  to  him  best.  He  passed  over,  had  a  slight 
skirmish  with  a  small  militia  force,  occupied  Fayette,  recounoitered  the 
roads  in  the  vicinity,  satisfied  himself  that  there  was  no  force  except 
the  bushwhacking  militia,  secession  residents  of  the  country,  and  re- 
tired over  Miller's  Ferry  without  leaving  a  guard  on  the  other  side.  On 
reporting  the  result  of  his  expedition  the  commanding  general  expressed 
a  regret  that  he  did  not  leave  a  company  to  cover  Miller's  Ferry  on  the 
other  side.  Esteeming  it  of  little  consequence,  he  was  so  dilatory,  that 
when  he  attempted  it  he  found  the  cliffs  occupied  by  a  force  of  sharp- 
shooters, which  rendered  crossing  dangerous  to  a  small  force,  and  so 
reported  to  me.    This  was  about  the  25th  of  October. 

Meanwhile  the  paying  and  clothing  of  the  troops  was  going  on,  and 
it  was  deemed  best  to  complete  that  before  occupying  the  Fayetteville 
side  of  New  Biver  in  force.  It  was,  moreover,  judged  best  to  allow 
whatever  force  the  rebels  could  gather  to  assemolo  and  gain  some  con- 
fidence before  attempting  anything  against  them  which  would  be  some- 
thing more  than  a  chase.  About  the  27th  of  October  information 
reached  me  that  Floyd  was  moving  from  Baleigh  down  to  cut  off  my 
communications,  and  these  rumors,  coupled  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Kanawha  and  below  us,  soon  rendered  it  certain 
that  whatever  the  rebel  force  was,  it  would  come  in  by  Fayetteville.    It 

*  Memoir  not  found.    Map  to  appear  in  Atlas. 
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was  therefore  detennined  to  draw  them  in  and  capture  them.  This 
would  not  interfere  in  the  least  with  having  our  troops  clothed  and  paid. 

Camps  and  smoke  began  to  appear  opposite  Mill^s  Ferry  and  signs 
of  considerable  force.  The  New  Biver  gorge  and  the  crests  of  the  ad- 
jacent hills  protected  their  encampment  and  movements  from  observa- 
tion, but  we  learned  that  Floyd  had  about  4,000  men  j  at  the  same  time 
that  orders  had  been  given  at  Meadow  Blufif  to  Lonng  and  Tompkins 
to  make  a  secret  move,  and  Lee  had  said  to  a  person  who  told  him  I 
had  intended  to  occupy  Kanawha  valley ^ery  significantly,  ^Hfhe  canP 
A  flag  of  truce  sJso  came  from  Meadow  Bluff,  the  headquarters  of  Lee^ 
signed  by  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis,  showing  that  Lee  was  absent. 

These  and  other  circumstances  rendered  it  probable  that  the  enemy 
was  about  to  attempt  to  dislodge  us  from  this  position,  and  as  a  com«- 
bined  movement  on  both  sides  of  the  river  above  appeared  most  likely 
to  succeed,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  for  that  contingency. 

On  the  29th  of  October  the  rebels  chased  our  outposts  on  the  Fayette 
road  down  near  the  month  of  Great  Falls  Creek,  and  on  the  Ist  of 
November  appeared  on  the  heights  of  Cotton  Hill,  opposite  Oauley 
Bridge,  with  a  G^pounder  rifled  piece  and  with  another  opposite  Mont- 
gomery's Ferry  (see  map),  and  opened  fire  with  shot  an^shelL  We 
discontinued  running  the  ferry  during  the  day,  for  fear  it  might  be 
struck.  General  Cox  was  directed  to  put  pieces  in  i)08ition  which 
replied  to  the  fire.  The  trains  were  passed  during  the  night,  to  avoid 
exposure. 

The  plan  of  operations  was  now  decided  as  follows :  McCook  opposite 
Miller's  Ferry,  to  remain  for  the  purpose  of  threatening  ajmssage  there, 
while  his  force  would  serve  to  hold  in  check  anything  that  Lee  would 
bring  on  the  Le  wisburg  road ;  Schenck  to  prepare  for  and  effect  a  cross- 
ing above  at  Bo  wyei's  Ferry  or  some  i>oint  this  side ;  Benham  encamped 
below  McCook,  whose  camp  could  be  moved  without  exciting  suspicion 
to  pass  down  by  night  toGanley,  and  thence  to  a  point  nearly  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Loop  Creek,  where  he  was  to  cross  over,  be  re-enforced, 
and  reconnoiter  the  roads  which  by  way  of  Loop  Creek  would  lead  to 
the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy's  position.  A  contingency  was  that  if 
a  scout  then  out  and  to  return  on  the  night  he  moved  down  should  re- 
port the  enemy's  force  and  access  thereto  &vorable,  Benham's  brigade, 
with  General  Cox's  force,  might  cross  at  the  &lls.  Besult  of  scout  was 
unfavorable  to  this.  General  Benham's  force  passed  below,  crossed  the 
river,  and  occupied,  as  directed,  the  mouth  of  Loop  Creek  and  the  road 
6  or  7  miles  up  beyond  Taylor's. 

MOVEMENTS  OF  OENBEAL  SOHENGK'S  ^BIOADE. 

Beconnaissances  showed  but  three  accessible  points  of  crossing  above 
Miller's  Ferry,  viz :  Bowyer's  Ferry,  17  miles  up,  16  miles  from  Sewell, 
guarded  by  a  force  of  infantry,  and  provided  with  but  one  boat — an  old 
canoe ;  crossing  called  Towosend's  Ferry,  5^  miles  up,  apparently  un- 
known and  unthought  of;  Claypoole's  Hole,  between  that  and  Miller's 
Ferry,  coming  out  near  the  enemy's  camp. 

November  6, 1  detached  Ms^jor  Crawford,  as  acting  aide,  to  report  to 
General  Schenck  and  examine  Townsend's  Ferry.  He.found  the  accesses 
exceedingly  difiScult,  but  evidently  nnwatched.  Determined  the  possi- 
bility of  constructiug,  by  means  of  «wagon  beds  and  canvas,  and  by 
bull-boats  and  some  skifis,  the  apparatus  for  crossing  the  troops.  This 
app9>ratus  was  completed  on  the  9th  instant.  (See  Crawford's  report) 
[Ko.  3].    Meanwhile  the  river  rose  so  as  to  be  impassablCi  and  its  con- 


<^Lip.  Ziy.]  KANAWHA  AND  NEW  BIYEB,  W.  VA.  255 

dition  was  watched  with  solldtade  from  honr  to  hour.  General  Sohencky 
wfaoee  jadgment  in  the  matter  I  relied  apon,  being  nnwilling  to  abandon 
the  plan  of  crossing  his  force  in  the  enemy's  rear^no  movement  was 
made  in  front  tiiat  would  preclude  tfais,  which  promised,  if  effected,  the 
most  complete  sncoess« 
On  the  10th  I  dispatched  to  General  Schenck  as  follows : 

Benluun  oonoealed  near  month  of  Loop  Creek  with  3,000  men,  posting  himself  on 
all  tbe  roadways.  If  yon  can  cross  above,  he  will  attack  them  in  uont  and  left  flank, 
while  yon  will  take  the  rear.  H  yon  cannot  cross,  yon  will  come  down  and  attack  by 
fioat,  while  Benham  will  cut  off  their  retreat. 

BSNHAH'S  MOVEMENTS. 

Benham's  movements  from  the  3d  to  the  10th  were  regnlated  as  far 
as  they  conld  be  by  a  series  of  twenty-three  telegraphic  dispatches  and 
one  written,  all  appended  hereto,  the  general  tenor  and  object  of  which 
was  to  inform  him  that  he  would  be  re-enforced  by  detachments  from 
the  Seventh,  Thirty-seventh,  and  Forty-foarth  Ohio  Begiments;  that 
he  was  to  cross  over  to  Loop  Creek,  occupy  it  up  as  fsur  as  Taylor's, 
establish  himself  firmly,  make  his  men  comfortable,  see  that  they  were 
veil  supplied  with  rations  from  three  to  five  days  ahead,  reconnoiter 
the  passes  fh>m  Loop  Creek  to  the  enemy's  ix>sition  by  Cassidy's  Mill, 
and  to  his  rear  by  the  same,  and  up  Loop  Creek  by  Kincaid's,  Carter's, 
and  Light's  Mill  to  the  Baleigh  road,  and  to  hold  himself  in  readiness 
to  act  as  soon  as  it  was  determined  whether  we  could  cross  New 
River  above  Schenck's  position.  On  the  6th  General  Benham  crossed 
with  his  brigade.  In  short,  the  whole  tenor  of  the  dispatches  from 
November  5  to  November  8,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  them,  was 
to  enforce  upon  his  attention  the  necessity  of  knowing  the  passes  from 
his  position  to  the  flank  and  rear  of  the  enemy,  especially  the  one  by 
Cassidy's  Mill }  that,  if  Schenck  could  cross  to  take  enemy  in  rear,  his 
work  would  be  to  attack  by  that  route  on  the  flank  or  by  the  front  and 
flank,  and  that,  should  the  river  prevent  Schenck's  passage,  he  would 
be  called  down  and  would  operate  in  a  combined  attack  on  the  front, 
flauk,  and  rear,  or  flank  and  rear;  that  is,  as  it  might  be  found  more 
or  less  practicable  to  move  Schenck's  troops  directly  by  the  Fayette 
road  or  by  the  way  of  Cassidy's  Mill.  These  points  appear  in  dispatch 
Na  23,  November  0,.  appended  hereto,  wherein  it  is  said,  among  other 
things: 

In  that  case  Schenck  will  cross  3,000  men,  seize  Fayette,  and  advance  down  the 
RMuL  Yon  will  take  them  by  the  Laurel  Creek  route  only  or  by  the  Nagent  path 
odIj,  or  by  both,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  natore  of  the  ffroand,  which  yon  will 
leani  from  yoar  8cont«,  and  communicate  to  me  your  opinion  thereon  when  they  come 
in  as  soon  as  practicable. 

POSITION  OF  THE  TBOOPS  ON  THE  MORNING  OF  THE  IOTH. 

Schenck  at  Gamp  Ewing^  means  of  crossing  ready;  river  too  high. 
McCook  at  Gamp  Anderson ;  enemy  in  force  at  Dickerson's,  opposite 
Miller's  Ferry,  firing  at  the  ferry,  as  for  the  last  twenty  days.  Gen- 
eral Gox,  with  the  Second  Kentucky,  at  Tompkins'  farm;  remainder  at 
Oanley.  General  Benham  at  month  of  Loop  Greek  with  main  body ; 
strong  detachment  up  Loop,  in  vicinity  of  Taylor's  and  on  road  towards 
Cassidy's  MilL  Bebels  ceased  firing  with  their  cannon  at  Oanley  and 
Tompkins'  farm  and  McGook's  camp,  which  they  had  tried  two  or  three 
times  to  disturb  by  firing  shot  and  shell  across  the  river. 

On  that  morning  General  Gox  detached  Golonel  X>e  Villiers  with  200 
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men  to  cross  New  Biver  at  a  ferry  which  he  had  rigged  just  above  the 
moath  of  Gauloy,  and  Lientenant-ColoDel  Enyart,  with  200  of  the  First 
Kentucky  to  cross  the  lower  ferry,  to  reconnoiter  and  occupy  if  practica- 
ble the  Fayette  road  as  far  up. as  possible.  Colonel  De  Villiers  crossed, 
and  after  a  sharp  skirmish  drove  the  enemy  from  the  front  hills  and 
beyond  Blake's  farm.  The  rebels  re-enforced  this  outpost  200  strong 
and  repelled  Do  Villiers  to  the  margin  of  the  woods  near  Blake's  farm, 
where  ho  remained  until  evening,  when  six  companies  of  the  Second 
Kentucky  passed  over  ami  re-enforced  him,  and  duriug  the  night  drove 
the  enemy  entirely  from  the  hills  in  front  of  New  Biver  and  occupied 
the  ridge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  Colonel  De  Villiers,  with  the  Eleventh 
Ohio  and  Second  Kentucky  troops,  by  General  Cox's  orders,  pushed  for- 
ward and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  heights  towards  Cotton  Hill,  where 
his  baggage  train  was  seen  moving  on  the  Fayette  turnpike  from  the 
camp  which  he  had  occupied  at  Huddleston's,  1}  miles  from  the  river 
up  the  Fayette  roatl,  supposed  to  be  about  two  regiments.  A  party  ot 
the  First  Kentucky  followed  up  the  Fayette  road  at  the  same  time  until 
the  main  force  occupied  the  position  marked  T  (Exhibit  B.)*  Thus, 
after  a  vigorous  and  brilliant  skirmish,  with  intervals,  during  thirty 
hours,  about  700  men  of  General  Cox's  brigade  drove  the  rebels  from 
the  front  of  Cotton  Hill  and  their  camp  at  Huddleston's,  and  held  the 
entire  ground  for  near  3  miles  between  the  Fayette  road  and  New  Biver, 
with  a  loss  of  2  killed,  1  wounded,  and  6  missing.  One  of  the  missing 
was  afterwards  retaken,  having  lost  an  arm. 

About  0  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  the  other  troops  remain- 
ing in  position,  the  enemy  was  seen  to  break  camp  at  Laurel  Creek  and 
retire  to  Dickerson's,  where  they  were  observed  busily  fortifying.  As 
soon  as  the  movement  of  the  enemy's  camp  was  observed,  information 
thereof  was  dispatched  to  Generals  Schenck  and  Benham. 

All  movements  up  to  this  time  had  been  made  with  a  view  to  dispose 
our  troops  to  hold  in  check  any  attempt  that  might  be  made  on  the 
Lewisburg  road,  and  to  make  sure  of  beating  and  capturing  the  rebel 
force  on  the  Fayette  side,  either  by  Schenck  crossing  above  taking  them 
in  rear  while  Benham  should  attack  them  in  front  and  flank,  the  latter 
always  insisted  on  as  preferable,  or  should  Schenck's  crossing  fail,  to 
bring  his  brigade  down  to  aid  In  the  front  and  flank  attack  while  Ben- 
ham should  take  his  rear.  (See  dispatches  Nos.  22,  25,  26,  to  Benham 
[post],  and  dispatch  of  10th  to  General  Schenck. )t 

The  occnpation  of  the  hills  between  the  Fayette  road  and  New  Biver 
was  a  preliminary  tightening  of  the  chain,  securing  to  ns  the  debouches 
for  a  ffont  attack  and  feeling  the  enemy  to  see  if  he  had  force  enough 
to  press  well  down  against  us.  His  movement  to  Dickerson's  alarmed 
me,  lest  he  should  retreat;  his  commencing  to  fortify  there  in  some  de- 
gree reassured  me.  I  therefore,  on  the  11th,  after  informing  General 
Benham  of  the  enemy's  position  and  our  occupancy  of  Cotton  HiU,  di- 
rect'Cd  him  to  occupy  as  soon  as  practicable  Cassidy's  Mill  with  1,000 
men,  and  dispose  the  rest  of  his  force  to  move,  stating  to  him  that  I 
only  awaited  the  information  from  him  as  to  the  practicability  of  the 
Cassidy's  Mill  route  to  say  whether  he  was  to  come  in  on  the  north  side 
of  Cotton  Hill  on  their  front  or  take  them  in  flank  and  rear.  Failing  to 
furnish  the  information  called  for,  and  for  which  final  orders  for  the 
movement  of  his  main  body  had  been  deferred,  he  was  informed  at  11 

'Inolosnie  to  General  Cox's  report.  No.  8. 
t  Quoted  on  p.  2&&. 
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o^dock  at  night  that  General  Schenck  had  by  no  means  abandoned  the 
plsm  of  crossing  at  Townsend's  Ferry,  and  directed  as  soon  as  practicable 
to  occupy  Cotton  Hill,  which  movement  began  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th  instant. 

His  £Gulare  to  ftimish  me  with  the  information  so  often  required  about 
the  roads  by  Gassidy's  and  other  routes  to  the  enemy's  rear,  and  many 
other  signs  of  unsteadiness,  had  imx>aired  my  confidence  in  his  manage- 
ment. Nevertheless,  after  the  reiterated  dispatches  sent  him,  I  indulged 
the  hope  that  he  would  Mly  appreciate  his  position  and  the  decisive 
results  to  be  expected  firom  a  movement  by  the  enemy's  left  flank  to  his 
rear  on  tiie  Fayetteville  road. 

Here  referring  to  former  instructions  directing  him  on  his  arrival  to 
open  immediate  commnnication  with  his  force  at  Gassidy's  Mill  and  to 
know  wcJl  the  route  between  there  and  beyond,  I  informed  him  that  if 
General  Sehenck  could  not  cross  by  the  evening  of  the  12th,  he  would 
be  ordered  down  and  cross  below. 

General  Benham  received  these  general  directions  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  11th.  He  was  informed  that  Major  Leiper  would  rei)OTt  to  him  at 
the  month  of  the  Fayette  road,  and  explain  to  him  what  he  knew  of  the 
rebels  and  the  position  occupied  by  the  troops  of  General  Gox. 

About  3  o^clock  p.  m.  of  the  12th  Ghdneral  Benham's  main  forcereached 
the  extremity  of  Cotton  HiU,  8  miles  from  Loop,  towards  Fayette.  About 
the  same  time  his  detachment,  which  did  not  march  as  had  been  ordered 
on  the  previous  day,  swelled  by  some  mistake  from  1,000  to  1,300,  reached 
Gassidy's  MiU. 

A  slight  skirmish  ensued  between  a  few  advanced  companies  of  Gen- 
eral Benham's  brigade  and  the  rebels.  The  command  of  General  Ben- 
ham  halted,  and  bivouacked  on  tiieir  arms.  General  Benham  reported 
to  me  by  a  courier,  stating  his  position,  and  complaining  of  the  weakness 
of  his  main  force  compared  with  the  supposed  force  of  the  enemy,  and 
asking  re-enforcements,  that  he  might  attack  them,  evidently  uneasy  at 
his  position,  and  apparently  apprehensive  that  he  might  be  attacked 
b^ore  he  could  get  re-enforcements.  Calling  his  attention  to  former 
dispatches  and  the  Gassidy's  Mill  route,  informing  him  the  enemy  was 
still  at  Dickerson's,  I  directed  him  again  to  watch  the  enemy's  move- 
ments closely,  saying  if  he  did  not  move,  our  success  was  certain ;  if  he 
did,  which  I  thought  he  ought  to  do,  General  Benham  should  intercept 
him  by  the  rear^  and  throw  his  enMre  force,  except  600  men,  by  the  way 
of  Gassidy's  Mill,  on  the  Ealeigh  pike.  The  enemy's  intrenchments 
were  but  from  2^  to  3  miles  from  General  Benham's  position.  By  some 
mistake  he  had  at  Gassidy's  Mill  1,300  instead  of  1,000  men.  This  mill 
was  but  from  2}  to  3  miles  from  the  Fayette  road. 

General  Benham  had  been  instructed  ad  nauseam  to  look  to  that  way 
of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  retreat,  which  began  at  0  o'clock  on  that 
night  General  Benham  did  not  find  it  out,  according  to  his  report, 
until  4.30  o'clock  the  next  afternoon.  That  is  to  say,  while  the  last  rem- 
nant of  the  rebel  force  had  left  Fayette  early  in  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
according  to  General  Benham's  report,  his  boldest  scouts  were  desper- 
ately engaged  fh)m  daylight  until  late  in  the  afternoon  in  finding  their 
way  over  a  distance  of  2i  miles  that  separated  his  bivouac  from  the 
enemy's  deserted  intrenchments.  His  force  at  Gassidy's  Mill  had  a 
company  in  Fayetteville  at  9  o'clock  next  morning  fully  informed  of 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  the  captain  of  that  company  states,  he 
dispatched  messengers  back  to  Gassidy's  Mill  and  to  Greneral  Benham 
immediately;  yet  General  Benham  did  not  learn  of  the  retreat,,  though 
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only  2}  miles  off,  antil  4.30  p.  m.  of  the  13th,  and  did  not  reach  Fayette 
until  12  o'clock  at  night  of  the  13th,  being  twenty-seven  hours  from  tho 
time  Floyd  commen<^  his  movement*  So  little  attention  had  he  paid 
to  the  reiterated  instructions,  all  tending  to  enforce  the  one  idea  that 
the  real  blow  ought  to  be  struck  at  the  enemy's  rear  by  the  Gassidy's 
Mill  route  and  that  a  front  attack  was  only  desirable  in  case  General 
Schenck  could  cross  above  or  in  case  the  enemy  stood  fight,  and  that 
even  in  this  latter  event  General  Schenck  was  to  attack  him  in  front 
while  he  was  to  attack  tho  flank  and  rear  he  ordered  the  entire  force 
from  Gassidy's  Mill,  instead  of  striking  across  to  the  Baleigh  road,  to 
join  him  by  moving  down  Laurel  Greek  and  then  to  Fayetto,  thus  im- 
posing on  it  a  fatiguing  march  of  7  or  8  miles. 

Advised  of  all  this^  and  knowing  the  wretched  condition  of  the  roads, 
and  taught  by  expenence  that  orders  for  cariying  three  or  more  days^ 
rations  were  never  obeyed,  I  looked  upon  the  game  as  up  and  the 
pursuit  of  Floyd  as  not  promising  much;  but,  on  the  suggestion  of 
Creneral  Benham  that  they  might  have  stopped  to  sleep,  dispatched  him 
to  use  his  discretion  in  the  pursuit 

General  Schenck  ha<l  moved  down  on  the  13th,  crossed  the  Kanawha, 
and  bivouacked  at  Huddleston's,  on  the  Fayette  road,  and  sent  forward 
messengers  to  General  Benham  announcing  his  position.  General  Ben- 
ham  pursued  and  overtook  some  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  about  9.30 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  14th,  killed  Golonel  Groghan,  reported  at 
11.30  o'clock  that  the  enemy  was  in  force,  and  asked  General  Schenck 
to  come  up,  who  had  made  a  forced  march  to  reach  Fayette  after  having 
marched  all  the  preceding  day.  At  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  General 
Benham  had  reached  a  point  about  12  or  14  miles  from  Fayettevillo 
without  overtaking  them.  Dispatched  General  Schenck  that  the  roads 
were  so  bad  and  his  men  so  weary  that  it  was  impossible  to  pursue 
them  farther;  that  he  proposed  to  bivouac  on  the  ground,  and  if  Gen- 
eral Schenck  deemed  it  advisable,  and  it  were  possible  to  come  forward^ 
they  might  drive  the  enemy  through  Baleigh.  Nevertheless  he  says 
that  there  was  a  report  fh)m  one  of  the  lieutenants  of  Stewart's  cavalry 
that  he  had  seen  a  train  of  wagons  coming  on  the  Bowyer's  Ferry  road, 
according  with  information  of  a  negro  at  McGoy's  Mill,  which  indicated 
that  Lee  was  coming  down  with  a  force  of  5,000  men  to  re-enforoe  Floyd 
and  attack.  He  therefore  concluded  that  as  this  was  possible,  it  might 
be  better  for  him  (General  Benham)  to  return,  unite  with  General 
•Schenck,  and  drive  Lee. 

General  Schenck,  knowing  that  General  Benham's  troops  were  about 
if  not  altogether  out  of  provisions,  and  that  none  could  be  brought  up 
in  time  on  tho  roads,  and  presuming  that  Floyd,  with  twenty-seven 
hours  the  start,  would  not  be  very  easily  caught,  directed  Genend 
Benham,  after  pursuing  thus  far,  to  return,  which  he  accordingly  did 
•on  the  15th  instant. 

CONOLTOION. 

At  the  close  of  these  details  1  respectfully  submit  to  the  coramand- 
dng  general  that,  considering  the  weather  and  the  roads,  the  operations 
^f  this  column  have  been  as  active  as  those  in  any  other  department. 
The  troops  have  suffered  from  the  climate  severely.  They  have  sub- 
mitted to  many  privations  with  cheerfulness  and  performed  their  duties 
with  alacrity.  If  they  have  not  accomplished  all  that  could  have  been 
desired  in  the  annihilation  of  Floyd's  force,  they  have  practically  drivea 
the  enemy  not  only  from  the  Kanawha,  but  from  all  the  country  west 
of  Meadow  Bluff  and  north  of  Baleign,  and  the  country  is  now  more 
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nearly  pacified  and  disposed  to  Tetom  to  the  Union  than  they  ever 
have  been  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

It  has  been  with  great  regret  that  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  cen- 
sare  a  general  officer  for  the  fiailare  to  capture  the  rebel  forces  who  were 
jnsfily  ours. 

It  is  a  great  pleasore  to  say  to  the  commanding  general  that  I  have 
found  General  Cox  prudent,  bravcj  and  soldierly,  and  I  specially  com- 
mend his  prudence  and  fiimness  in  occupying  Cotton  Hill,  details  of 
whidi  are  given  in  his  report  in  the  appendix. 

I  bear  cordial  testimony  to  the  courage  and  promptitude  of  General 
Schenck,  and  only  regret  tiiat  his  exposure,  when  he  first  came  here, 
has  deprived  me  for  tlie  present  of  Ms  services.  It  is  my  duty  also^ 
highly  to  commend  Migor  Orawford,  not  only  for  the  signal  ability  with' 
wlach  he  reconnoitered  Townsend's  Feny  and  prepared  the  means  of 
crossing,  laboring  day  and  night  in  the  most  inclement  weather  to  get 
everything  in  readiness.  '&  his  exertions  mainly  the  accomplish- 
ment of  Uiia  difficult  and  arduous  task  is  chiefiy  due.  I  have  also 
made  special  mention  of  the  daring  reconnaissance  made  by  Sergeant 
Haven,  of  the  Twenty-third  Begiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infiantry,  who 
crossea  tiie  river  at  the  ferry,  and  reconnoitered  alone  the  road  the  other 
side,  clear  into  the  enemy's  camp  at  Fayetteville.  For  the  mention  of 
others  especially  distinguished  I  refer  to  the  snbreports  in  the  appendix  -, 
and  if  I  have  forborne  to  agnalize  the  individual  members  of  my  stafi', 
it  is  not  because  they  do  not  deserve  special  mention,  but  because  such 
meDtion  as  that  has  become  stereolyped,  and  everybody  expects  to  see 
it  at  the  close  of  a  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  8.  ROSBCRANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  U,  8,  Army^  Commanding. 

Brig.  G^.  L.  Thoilas,  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Waahingixm^  D.  0. 

[niekMnre  Ko.  1.] 

Heabquabtebs  Department  Westebn  VmaiNiA, 

Camp  Oatdey  Mountainj  November  2, 1801. 

You  will  immediately  prepare  to  cross  the  river  for  an  operation  either 
np  Paint  or  Loop  Gre^.  The  steps  thereto  are  rest  for  the  men,  boats 
to  cross,  ammunition  in  sufficient  quantities.  Tyler  will  be  ordered  to 
send  you  500  picked  men.  Woods  500,  and  Siber  500.  It  will  take  prob- 
ably two  days  to  organize  this  movement.  We  hope  to  cross  at  or  near 
Mlei's  Ferry  in  force,  at  the  same  time  we  make  a  strong  demonstration 
or  attack  on  llieir  front.  Let  everything  be  done  to  secure  supplies; 
every  &cility  made  use  ot    Advise  me  of  your  progress. 

W.  S.  ROSECBANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  U.  8.  Army, 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  care  of  General  Cox^  OatUey. 

[InokMue  Ko.  2.1 

Heabquabtebs  Depabtmei?t  Westebn  VntaiNiA, 

Camp  OavXey  Mountain^  November  3, 1861. 

Colonel  Woods  has  been  ordered  to  you  temporarily  for  duty.  Assign 
bim  to  command  Tenth  Begiment.  Let  Captain  Amis  and  a  portion  of 
bis  men  come  up  to  serve  tue  guns.  Sent  him  an  order  to-day.  Tou 
Tril^have  to  get  guides  below.    Kone  here  to  be  got. 

W.  S.  BOSECRANS, 
Brigadier  Qeneraly  U.  S.  Anny. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  BENnA^  Camp  Ryddleaton. 
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[iDolotiiie  Ko.  8.] 

"SOTEJSBRU  3,  1861. 

Yonr  dispatch  received.  A  boat  has  been  ordered  up,  bat  to  make 
sure  a  large  paalin  will  be  sent  down  to  yon,  with  which,  spread  under 
a  lot  of  wagon-beds,  yon  will  be  able  to  make  a  large  scow.  The  wagon- 
beds  will  have  to  be  lashed  crosswise,  laid  on  two  poles,  and  having 
two  poles  over  them ;  rope  lashing  to  go  between.  Telegraph  down  to 
Charleston  for  plenty  of  bed-cord,  in  case  we  should  not  have  plenty 
here.  Woods,  Silier,  and  T^ler  must  clear  the  other  side  of  the  river 
and  prevent  firing  on  teams  immediately. 

W.  S.  BOSBCRANS. 
Brigadier-Oenerd^  U.  8.  Army. 

Brig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Huddleaton. 

[Inclowire  ITo.  i.) 

Headqxtabtebs  Department  WEStUEN  .Virginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountain^  Nikemher  4, 1861. 

Your  dispatch  received.  Three  boats  will  be  sent  you  this  evening. 
Yon  will  find  the  wagon-body  arrangement  makes  a  solid  and  capacions 
float  of  great  capad^,  and  may  be  rowed  across  with  double  oars  or 
sweeps.  Have  the  poles  25  feet  long  and  4  or  5  inches  in  diameter. 
Take  6  wagon-bodies.  A  single  wagon-body  and  tent-fly  doubled  under 
it  makes  a  good  boat.  Conceal  your  movements,  and  clear  everything 
up  to  Loop  Creek. 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS. 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  JJ.  8.  Army. 

Brig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  HuddleHan. 

Clnoloeaxe  Ko.  5.] 

November  4, 1861. 

The  commanding  general  expects  you  to  go  up  Loop  Creek  in  force 
or  dse  tills  side,  closing  the  mouth  of  it.  Will  likely  give  final  orders 
to-morrow  morning.  Push  information  as  far  as  possible*  Will  tele- 
graph M$\jor  Leiper  to  see  if  he  can  send  you  scout. 

JOSEPH  DABB,  Jr., 
AfajoTj  Firit  Virginia  Cavalryy  A.  A.  A.  0. 

Brig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  HuddlesUm. 

[Inolomre  Xo.  0.] 

Headquarters  Department  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountainj  November  4, 1861. 

Take  what  bread  yon  need.  Will  not  the  hawser  of  the  boat  or 
picket  rope  answer  f  Yon  can  keep  the  Victor  and  the  scow.  Betain 
Silver  LsJ^e  until  the  Victor  comes.  It  was  so  intended.  Boats  are 
es;pected  up  that  may  bring  the  rope  required.  You  can  move  over  the 
river  to-morrow  with  yonr  tents,  leaving  a  company  or  two  on  this  side 
for  a  camp  guard.  Tyler's  and  Oilbert's  men  will  come  up  unless  some- 
thing occurs  to  prevent  them,  which  I  do  not  anticipate.  Final  oiders 
will  be  given  when  both  ends  are  ready. 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  U.  8.  Army. 

Brig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Euddleeton. 
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[ladMim  No.  7.] 

NOYEMBEB  4,  1861. 

Can  you  get  ready  to  move  by  to-morrow  night  f  If  so,  McMnllin's 
battery,  or  a  part  of  it,  will  be  sent  down  to-night.  What  report  have 
yoQ  from  the  scouts  sent  oat  by  you  f 

W.  S.  ROSBCEAm 
Brigadter-Oeneralj  U.  &  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Ruddle$Um. 

[ladMiiTe  No.  8.] 

Headqtjabtebs  Depaetment  Western  YmaiNiA, 

Camp  Qaulcy  M(mniainj  November  4, 186L 

I  fear  yoor  scouting  parties  will  alarm  the  enemy ;  they  are  so  large. 
However,  let  them  go.  We  have  had  scouting  party  up  Loop  Greek. 
The  upper  end  of  it  is  well  picketed  by  the  reikis.  Have  you  all  your 
preparations  made  f  Push  everything,  and  let  me  know  how  soon  yon 
can  get  ready.  I  think  cavalry  would  be  in  your  way.  For  artillery  I 
cannot  decide  until  I  hear  your  report  about  the  road.  Presume  two 
mountain  howitzers,  possibly  McMullin's  battery  entire,  if  the  rifled 
artillery  comes  up  tms  way.    It  leaves  Gamp  Enyart  this  morning. 

W.  S.  EOSEGBANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralf  U.  8.  Army, 

Brig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Benhau,  Camp  Ruddleston. 

[iBcloauio  Ko.  9.] 

l^OVEMBES  5,  18C1. 

The  general  desires  to  know  about  the  route  as  to  practicability  of 
sending  artillery.  He  thinks  the  number  of  rebels  reported  to  be  nearer 
from  4,000  to  6,000.  Glad  to  hear  that  McMullin  can  pass.  The  general 
desires  to  know  something  of  road  that  leads  to  Laurel  Greek  to  left  of 
Loop.    The  commanding  general  wishes  to  know  if  you  are  over  the  river. 

JOSEPH  DAEE,  Jr., 
Major  J  First  Virginia  Ca/talry^  A,  A.  A.  0, 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Bbnhah,  Camp  Ruddleaton. 

[niolomiTe  "So,  10.] 

Headqtjabtebs  Department  Western  Yiboinia, 

Camp  Gauley  Mountainj  November  5, 1861. 

It  was  intended  that  you  should  have  gone  over  to-day,  and  that  all 
would  be  snug  there.  Keep  the  Victor  and  the  scow  in  the  vicinity  for 
service.  Final  orders  will  be  given  you  in  due  time.  A  sketch  map  will  be 
sent  you,  embodying  such  information  as  we  possess.  I  wish  you  to  be 
very  careful  in  your  inquiries  about  the  nature  of  road  up  Loop.  You 
will  find  that  when  you  get  up  to  a  certain  point  it  forks  left  over  the 
ridge  on  the  Big  Mill  Greek,  coming  in  front  of  their  position,  right 
going  around  and  coming  into  Fayette.  You  will  be  able  to  find  guides 
and  get  jiosted  by  to-morrow.  Every  other  man  have  coffee  in  can- 
teens. Some  wbisky  and  quinine  bitters  should  be  provided  if  it  could 
be  so  carried  as  to  be  safe.  Some  nurses  must  be  detailed  to  go  with 
the  surgeons.  Don't  fear  numbers.  I  shall  not  send  you  without  strong 
co^>peration. 

W.  S.  ROSEGRANS, 
Brigadier-Qeneral^  U,  8.  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Euddleaton. 
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[Inolociure  Vc  U.] 

NOYEMBEB  6,  1861. 

I  regret  yoa  did  not  cross  with  your  forces  yesterday.  Do  so  as  soon 
as  practicable.  Indications  are  that  we  shall  make  a  move  in  force  ap 
that  creek ;  therefore  yon  Will  establish  yoorself  solidly  on  that  position. 
Men  up  the  creek  must  have  their  tents ;  yoor  supplies  of  provisions 
must  be  ample,  and  Paint  Creek  must  be  kept  well  scouted  by  hired 
countiymen  Offer  them  liberal  pay  for  good  work.  Maps  and  letters 
by  messengei^. 

W.  S.  EOSBCRANS, 
Brtgadier-Oeneralj  U.  &  Army. 

Brig.  Qen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Huddleston. 

[InoloBiiie  Xo.  11] 

Headqtjabtebs  Depabthent  Western  Yibginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountain^  November  6, 1861. 

I  do  not  consider  your  crossing  the  river  in  the  rain-storm  with  your 
command  practicable,  but  it  is  desirable  to  have  them  over  and  well 
and  warmly  encami>ea,  with  every  attention  to  their  comfort^  as  soon  as 
possible.  This  should  be  done  with  all  your  troops,  and  with  caution 
and  secrecy.  At  Loop  Creek  it  may  require  only  cautious  and  careful 
picketing.  You  know  what  the  object  is,  and  I  leave  that  to  your 
judgment.  The  roads  should  be  in  such  repair  that  we  can  send  pro- 
visions if  needed  up  Loop  Creek.  Couriers  just  started  with  written 
instructions  and  map. 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS, 
BrigaAier-Qeneral^  U.  8,  Army. 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Benham,  Camp  HuddlestSn* 

[Inolosaie  No.  18.] 

NOYEBIBEB  6j  18G1. 

The  commanding  general  directs  me  to  say,  in  reply  to  your  dispatch 
No.  2,  that  it  is  now  too  late  to  make  crossing  very  practicable  to-night. 
You  have  instructioDS  as  to  the  object  of  crossing,  and  know  what  the 
general  desires  to  accomplish.  He  expects  you  to  use  your  discretion, 
and  holds  you  responsible  for  the  results.  Here  it  is  distinctly  stated 
that  he  considers  it  too  late  to  cross  to-night.  As  to  position  in  Loop 
Creek,  it  is  expected  to  be  at  or  near  best  place,  so  as  to  command  its 
mouth. 

JOSEPH  DABB,  Jb., 
Majory  First  Virginia  Cavalry^  A.  A^  A.  O. 

Brigadier-General  Benham,  Camp  SuMleaUnu 

(IndMvre  Ko.  14.] 

Headquabtebs  Depabthent  Westebn  YmaiNiA, 

Camp  Oauley  Mauntaif^  November  6, 18C1. 

The. commanding  general  has  no  objections  to  your  remaining  on 
this  side  to-uight.  Make  sure  preparations  to  communicate  with  this 
side.  Have  a  boat  for  that  purpose  and  other  arrangements  made 
with  that  view.    McMullin's  battery  goes  down  to-night. 

JOSEPH  DABB,  Jb., 
MajoTy  First  Virginia  Cavalry^  A.  A.  A.  O. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Huddleston. 
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p[iic]o«ire  Vo,  lA.] 

NOVEMBBB  6,  1861. 

19'o8.  3,  4j  5j  6,  and  7  leoeived.  Make  the  men  comfortable.  Have 
five  days'  rationa-  Send  your  pioneer  party  up  Loop.  Carry  oat  in- 
stmctious  so  far  as  to  know  the  road  from  Taylor's  over  to  Laurel  with- 
out alarming  the  enemy.  McMullin,  with  two  of  his  howitzers,  will  be 
down  to-night.  Your  directions  to  Schneider  are  good.  When  you  leave 
you  wiU  have  to  leave  a  small  camp  guard,  which  will  be  able  to  secure 
the  Fayette  road  up  the  bank  of  the  river.  Must  probably  hold  the  road 
above  Taylor's.  It  may  prove  best  to  close  the  Taylor  road  and  follow 
up  the  Khicaid  route.  Endeavor  by  scouts  and  others  to  ascertain  this. 
We  shall  have  ftuther  communication  beibre  final  orders  for  the  com- 
bined movement  are  given.  Study  well  the  map  and  memoir.  Be 
cautious  in  whose  presence  you  speak,  otherwise  it  will  leak  out  among 
the  soldiers  right  away.    Favorable  news  came  in  to-night. 

W.  S.  BOSBCRANS. 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  U.  8.  Army, 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W\  Bbnham,  Camp  iHuddlestan, 

[Inolosnte  Ko.  16.] 

Headquabtebs  Dbpabtment  Westebn  Yibqinia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountain^  yovember  6, 1861. 

We  must  have  Loop  Greek  up  beyond  Taylor's  and  the  ridge  be- 
tween it  and  the  valley  of  the  Fayette  road.  Secure  this  with  as  little 
discomfort  to  the  men  as  is  consistent  with  the  firm  execution  of  the 
purpose.  Will  send  such  sketch  and  information  of  it  as  we  possess. 
See  that  everything  is  held  with  a  firm  hand ;  that  you  have  plenty  of 
everything  needfuL 

W.  S.  B08ECBANS, 
Brtgadier-Oeneraly  17.  IS.  Army. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Camp  Huddleaton. 

[Inclotue  No.  17.] 

NOVEMBEB  7,  1801. 

The  commanding  general  is  waiting  to  hear  the  result  of  your  scouts 
to-day.    Is  your  way  clear,  and  which  appear  best  routes  f 

JOSEPH  DAEB,  Jb., 

Major^  and  A.  A,  A.  0, 

Brigadier-General  BEimAM,  Camp  ffuddleston, 

[IndMnre  Noi  1&] 

NOYEMBEB  8,  1861. 

Yours  received.  You  appear  to  be  doi»g  well,  but  it  seems  to  me  the 
place  where  paths  lead  out  into  Fayette  rtMid  ought  not  to  bring  us  out 
at  Huddleston's.  U  so,  what  are  we  to  gain  over  going  up  the  river  f 
You  must  try  and  know  that  route  by  Laurel  spoken  of  in  the  memoir. 
Send  me  the  corrected  distances  and  positions.  Where  did  the  scouts 
see  the  enemy's  camp  f    Befer  to  map  and  name  corrections. 

W.  S.  ROSBORANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  U.  8.  Army, 

Brigadier-General  Benham,  Camp,  Loop  Creek  Mouth, 
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llnolMore  No.  19.] 
HEADQtJABTEBS  IXESPAETMENT  WESTERN  VIRGINIA, 

Cam'p  Qauley  Mountain^  November  8, 1861. 

Your  two  dispatches  and  copy  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Greigbton's  jost 
received.  When  the  other  scouts  come  in  fk'om  Colonel  Siber  ooUate 
carefally  all  the  information  they  have,  and  fh)m  them  ascertain  the 
exact  nature  of  the  roads  or  paths  the  troops  have  to  pass  over,  and,  if 
possible,  the  immediate  approaches  to  the  enemy's  camp.  Our  informa- 
tion goes  to  show  a  small  camp  at  Dickerson's  and  a  larger  one  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Warner's  Mill.  So  far  as  at  present  informed 
there  is  where  the  main  body  is.  You  want  to  know  what  the  road  is 
to  this  point*,  what  paths,  if  any,  diverge  right  and  left  from  the  one 
you  would  follow  down  Laurel,  and  what  room  there  is  for  the  dis- 
play of  your  troops }  also,  whether  there  is  any  path  leading  from  the 
top  of  your  line  to  the  top  of  Cotton  Hill.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
have  the  command  and  we  might  probably  want  the  use  of  such  i>ath. 
I  should  like  a  report  as  early  in  the  day  as  possible,  because  I  want  to 
arrange  definitely  details  of  tiie  operations,  if  possible,  for  to-night  and 
to-morrow.  We  have  no  information  of  firing  from  above.  No  move- 
ment was  authorized. 

Brigadier-General  Benham,  Camp,  Loop  Creek  Mouth. 

IJnalovan  No.  20.] 

Headquarters  Department  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountairiy  November  8, 1861. 

Schenck's  boat«will  not  be  ready  to-night.  Scouts  from  Lookout  and 
Bowyer's  Ferry  report  no  indicalions  of  approaching  force.  There  is  a 
scout  out  to-night  to  go  up  towards  Sewell.  I  want  Nugenl^s  located  on 
our  map  and  to  hear  from  your  scouts  above.  We  may  be  obhged  to 
seize  Cotton  Hill  by  the  front  if  strongly  opposed  and  unable  to  cross 
above.  I  hope  to  hear  again  from  your  scouts  to-night  as  to  the  road 
over  to  Laurel  Creek,  &c.  I  hope,  general,  you  will  be  reserved  in  dis- 
cussing our  plans  and  caution  the  Eta^ff,  A  dispatch  came  to  me  in 
cipher  to  you  firom  Lander. 

Brigadier-General  Benhasi,  Camp^  Loop  Creek  Mouth. 

[InclMiire  No.  2t.] 

Nos.  14  and  15  received.  Everything  yon  report  noted  and  so  far 
satisfactory.  What  I  want  to  know  is  what  sort  of  a  road  or  path  you 
will  have  to  go  over  to  reach  Warner's  Mill  and  what  sort  of  ground 
you  could  form  or  debouch  on.  The  details  of  that  should  be  well 
studied.  If  your  front  is  narrow,  the  difQculties  will  of  course  increase. 
If  yon  can  form  out  of  sight  and  deploy  so  as  to  cover  the  ground  right 
and  left  of  their  position,  it  would  be  better.  If  the  passway  is  clear  in 
the  center  and  positions  can  be  found  for  the  two  mountain  howitsers 
to  enfilade  or  even  play  on  their  camp,  better  still.  Proceed  with  great 
caution  and  secrecy  to  get  these  details  as  far  as  possible.  The  scouts 
have  seen  the  camp  at  a  distance,  as  Dives  saw  Lazarus,  but  there 
may  be  a  great  gulf  between  them.  Appearances  indicate  that  your 
brigade,  with  support  from  Gauley  properly  timed,  could  whip  them, 
but  let  us  try  to  make  a  certainty.  The  distance  of  2  miles  given  by 
the  scouts,  as  mentioned  in  No.  15,  must  be  a  mistake.  It  is  4  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  Loop  to  the  Fayette  road,  mouth  of  Big  Mill,  and 
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between  these  is  that  immense  ridge,  on  top  of  which  they  certainly  are 
not  Yon  say  nothing  of  Gassidy's  MilL  Our  information  shown  on 
the  sketch  indicates  it  as  a  key-point  Give  that  a  little  of  your  at- 
tention early  to-monow.  Fifteen  dragoons  have  been  ordered  to  report 
to  yon. 

[Indotim  "So.  22.] 

Hbadquabtebb  Dspabtment  Westebn  Yibginia, 

Camp  OavJeif  Mountainy  November  9, 1861. 

Yonrs  (No.  16)  received.  This  rain  is  very  untoward.  General 
Schenck's  report  not  yet  in.  Eain  may  prevent  his  crossing.  He  will 
not  be  ordered  down  until  we  find  that  it«mu8t  be  abandon^.  I  have 
from  the  beginning  had  but  one  intention  about  your  command.  It 
must  hold  and  occupy  that  side  of  the  river  until  we  have  disposed  of 
the  rebels,  or  get  possession  of  Cotton  Hill,  or  been  driven  back.  Your 
position  prevents  them  from  going  forther  down  to  play  the  game  they 
have  played  above ;  it  threatens  them  trout  and  rear.  Hence,  referring 
to  former  dispatches  pointing  out  the  primary  objects  of  your  crossing 
and  enjoining  you  to  establish  your  command  solidly,  hold  firmly,  ex- 
amine thoroughly,  and  to  make  your  men  comfortable,  to  keep  up  your 
supplies,  to  take  cooking  utensils  along,  &c.,  &c.,  I  nave  now  to  say 
that,  in  canying  out  these  instructions,  yon  must  use  your  discretion  to 
do  it  effectually  and  insure  tlie  comfort  of  your  men.  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  should  want  for  cooked  provisions.  Why  not  issue  them 
rations  f  No  reason  they  should  have  half  enough  tents.  I  directed 
you  to  take  the  minimum  of  baggage,  not  that  could  be  taken,  but  that 
would  suffice.  If  you  could  not  get  tents  up  to  all  these  men,  withdraw 
those  who  have  none  until  they  can  be  supplied  or  the  weather  im- 
proves. I  look  to  your  dispatdies  for  accurate  information  of  the  route 
to  the  rebels'  camp.  None  so  for  say  what  paths  the  scouts  followed,  nor 
where  they  came  out  on  the  rebels,  nor  how  nor  where  their  pickets. 
Please  let  me  hear  aU  about  t^ese  points  as  fiur  as  you  know  them. 
You  will  observe  in  all  my  dispatches,  great  stress  laid  on  this,  without 
which  we  must  act  in  the  dark.    Awaiting  early  rei>ort 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benham,  Campy  Loop  Creek  Mouth. 

[Inelorare  ITo.  23.] 

Heapquabtebs  Department  Western  Yibginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountaitij  November  9, 1861. 

Tours  (No.  18)  received.  Major  Crawford  just  returned,  and  reports 
the  river  too  high  to  cross  to  night,  but  fieilling;  will  be  ready 'by  to- 
morrow night.  We  leave  three  companies  scouting  the  front  of  Cotton 
Hill  opi)Osite  the  ferries.  Your  scouts'  reports  and  these  will  determine 
if  we  are  to  move  at  once  or  wait  until  to-morrow  night.  In  tiiat  case 
Schenck  will  cross  3,000  men,  and  will  seize  Fayette  and  advance  down 
the  road,  and  you  will  take  them  by  the  Laurel  Creek  route  only  or  by 
the  Nugent  pat^  only,  or  by  both,  as  may  be  determined  by  the  par- 
iieres  of  the  ground,  which  you  will  learn  from  your  scouts,  and  com- 
municate to  me,  witn  your  opinion  thereon,  as  soon  after  they  come  in 
as  practicable.  I  have  been  informed  that  the  area  between  you  and 
^iU  Greek  Valley,  up  which  the  Fayette  road  passes,  consists  of  flat- 
topped  rolling  surfoce,  over  iirhich  our  scouts  can  go  whenever  they 
please.  This  was  my  impression,  but  it  has  been  so  flatly  contradicted 
that  I  gave  up  until  to-day. 

Brigadier-General  Benham,  Gampj  Loop  Creek  MoutIL 
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[Inolomire  UTo.  24.] 

KOTEMBEB  lOy  1861. 

Your  dispatch  received.  The  Eleventh,  200  strong,  is  over  the  river; 
holds  the  crests  and  path  well  ap.  The  First  Kentucky  has  sent  over 
200,  who  hold  farther  down  to  near  the  Fayette  road.  Hchenck  will 
hardly  be  able  to  cross  to-niprht,  bat  if  the  rebels  try  to  dislodge  onr 
men,  you  may  be  called  on  to  take  them  in  rear.  Hold  everything  in 
hand.  Have  your  men  inspected,  to  see  that  no  one  is  without  ammu- 
nition or  provisions.  Floyd  over  on  the  hill,  anxious.  Will  give  you 
farther  orders  soon. 

[InclMon  IToi  8S.] 
HEADQUABTEBS  DEPABTltiENT  WESTERN  YlBOINIA, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountainy  November  10, 18G1. 

Mi^or  Crawford  says  he  thinks  those  two  regiments,  or  a  part  of  them 
at  least,  are  moved  down  again  this  side  of  Warner's,  on  the  south  side 
of  the  mountain  ^  if  so,  it  is  a  reason  for  combining  strongly.  Expect 
more  from  above. 

Brigadier-General  Beniiam,  Campj  Loop  Creek. 

[Indomre  Na  28.1 

Yours  (No.  20)  received.  Mine  you  will  find  was  No.  18.  Your  sug- 
gestions all  enter  into  the  plan.  You  know  we  hold  the  hills  from 
Montgomery's  Ferry  to  Oanley,  and  have  a  ferry  across  New  Biver. 
Everything  is  going  on  at  General  Schenck's  to  cross  the  river  to- 
morrow night  If  it  can  be  done,  your  way  is  by  Nugent^s,  I  should 
suppose,  but  if  he  must  come  down  here,  then  you  must  make  Fayette, 
and  on  the  Baleigh  road  above,  to  cut  him  off.  Scouts  will  inform  you 
of  his  movements.  If  he  begins  a  retreat,  you  must  be  ready  to  inter- 
cept him  the  moment  you  are  certain  •f  it.  If  he  tries  to  dislodge  us 
on  the  hills,  we  will  work  him  well  in.  You  will  stand  steady  until  the 
co-operation  is  arranged|  and  then  will  try  him  on  Laurel  Creek. 

[Inctowre  Na  S7.| 

Yours  (No.  22)  just  received.  We  will  not  move  to-night.  Our  troops 
here  occupy  heights  between  New  Biver  and  the  Fayette  road.  Your 
scouts  ought  to  capture  that  picket  guard  to-night.  Will  telegraph  yoa 
further.    Schenck's  boats  all  down ;  will  be  ready  for  use  to-morrow. 

fnicloson  lf&  28.] 
HeADQUABTEBS  DEPABTMENT  WeSTEBN  YlBaiNIA* 

Camp  Qauley  Mountain,  November  11, 18C1. 

Inform  me  as  early  as  possible  how  long  it  will  take  you  to  move 
from  your  present  position  with  your  entire  force  to  reach  Nugent's. 
Secondly,  how  long  it  would  take  yoa  to  reach  Cassidy's  Mill.  How 
far  from  there  to  Warner's,  and  what  difficulties  you  know  of  in  the 
way.  Can  you  reach  the  Kaleigh  road  by  Light's  Mill  f  How  long 
will  it  take  youf  Will  provisions  and  everything  be  ready  to-day  for 
either  route  f 

Brigadier-C^neral  Benham,  Camp,  Loop  Creek  Mouth. 

[Indosuro  Xo.  29.] 

NOVEICBEB  U,  1861. 

What  news  from  you  f  McCook  says  they  are  breaking  up  camp,  but 
many  men  there  still;  more  than  he  ever  saw  before.    One  regiment 
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passed  ap  by  Fayetteville  this  morning,  and  forty-five  wagons  and  five 
ambulances.  Hope  soon  to  receive  reply  ii^m  dispatclies  of  this  morn- 
ing. 

{Inolomixe  Ko.  80.] 

Headquabtebs  Depaetmbnt  Westebn  Vibginia, 

Camp  Qauley  Mountain^  November  11, 1861. 

Yonrs  (ISTo.  25)  received.  No.  24  not  received.  The  information  asked 
for  abont  the  other  roads  to  Fayette  and  Baleigh  not  received,  lietreat 
spoken  of  in  my  No.  19  has  been  reported  to  you  so  far  as  we  can  see  at 
this  side  of  the  river.  Had  hopes  you  wonld  be  better  informed  than 
we  were.  Onr  skirmishing  last  night  and  this  morning  was  necessary. 
As  I  told  yon,  an  attempt  to  dislodge  ns.  We  did  not  draw  him  in.  It 
will  be  of  no  nse  for  yon  to  come  in  at  Nngent's  in  his  front  on  this  side 
of  Cotton  Hilly  if  yon  can  succeed  in  cutting  off  his  retreat  by  reaching 
Fayette  or  the  Baleigh  road.  That  question  I  asked  you  this  morning; 
and  if  I  cocdd  only  know,  would  be  able  to  give  you  orders  immediately. 
K  that  cannot  be  done,  then  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  seize  the 
Fayette  road  at  the  most  convenient  point,  and  push  steadily  and  firmly, 
taJang  due  precautions  against  ambuscade.  General  Cox  has  now  over 
some  700  men,  and  they  are  pushing  in  towards  Cotton  HiU  quietly. 
This  gives  you  what  information  we  have.  Let  me  hear  from  yon  as 
soon  as  i)ossible.  In  reply  to  my  dispatch  No.  16,  General  Schenck  just 
telegraphs  me  l^no  means  give  up  crossing  Townsend's  Ferry,  and  will 
telegraph  further  soon.  Should  his  disi)atch  confirm  plan  of  crossing 
Townsend's,  you  had  better  come  in  on  the  Fayette  pike.  Cannot  find 
that  the  enemy  has  i^assed  Fayette. 

If  there  is  any  reliance  to  be  placed  on  our  information,  Cassidy's 
Mill  would  be  the  strategic  point,  provided  the  road  is  practicable  at 
alL    Answer  soon. 

Brigadier-General  Benhah,  Campy  Loop  Creek  Mouith. 

llnelociire  Na  81.1 

Headquabtebs  Depabthent  Westebn  Yibginia, 

Camp  Qa/uley  Mountain^  November  11, 1861. 

Dispatch  from  our  lookout  on  Bushy  Knob  above  Schenck's  says 
rebels  have  stopped  at  Camp  Dickerson.  If  this  be  so,  and  local  infor- 
matien  does  not  forbid,  send  about  1,000  men  to  occupy  Cassidy's  Mill. 
Arrange  rapid  communication  with  your  headquarters.  This  place,  ac- 
cording to  onr  information^  is  not  5  miles  from  Fayette,  which  is  3  miles 
in  rear  of  their  present  position.  Covering  your  camp  by  a  strong  picket 
up  Loop  may  at  once  dispose  your  troops  to  move.  I  only  await  your 
report  of  the  practicability  of  the  Cassidy's  Mill  route  to  determine 
whether  you  are  to  come  in  on  the  north  side  of  Cotton  Hill  in  front  of 
them  or  take  them  flank  and  rear.  Look  wdl  to  the  provisions  for  your 
troops,  and  report  as  soon  as  you  possibly  can. 

Brigadier-General  Benham,  Camp^  Loop  Creek  Mouth, 

[IiiobMQTe  No.  39.] 

Headquabtebs  Depabtment  Westebn  Yiboinia, 

Camp  Qatdey  Mountain^  November  11, 1861. 

Dispatches  just  received  from  General  Schenck  confirm  previous 
ones.  The  enemy  is  concentrated  in  camp  extending  from  Dickerson's 
to  near  Fayette.    Has  been  throwing  up  some  rail  and  earth  intrench- 


268  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND  W.   VA.        [Chap.  XIV. 

ments  at  Dickerson's  and  at  Jones',  a  mile  above.  Appears  to  hold  in- 
tersection of  Fayette  pike  and  Miller's  Ferry  road.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances you  will  proceed  as  follows:  Supposing  you  have  pro- 
ceeded to  occupy  Cassidy's  Mill  with  1,000  men,  with  all  provisions 
and  with  directions  to  push  forward  from  that  position  strong  scouting 
parties  on  the  most  practicable  road  to  Fayette,  and  established  an 
outi)ost  to  watch  the  Loop  Creek  road,  I  have  directed  General  Cox  to 
order  Major  Leiper,  who  commands  the  troops  on  Cotton  Hill,  to  report 
to  you  at  the  intersection  of  th^  Bidge  road  with  tiie  Fayette  pike.  It 
is  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  the  ilerry.  Tou  will  proceed  with 
your  command  by  the  Biver  road  and  occupy  Cotton  Hill  to-night, 
pushing  forward  as  far  towards  Fayette  as  you  can,  and  have  a  strong 
position.  Bivouac  your  troops.  Send  forward  strong  reconnoitering 
party,  with  orders  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  find  out  if  they 
are  retreating.  Open  communication  with  your  detachment  at  Cassidy's 
Mill,  in  order  that  you  may  receive  fh)m  them  the  earliest  intimation 
of  the  enemy's  movements.  Schneider,  with  one  piece,  and  McMullin's 
two  howitzers  will  cross  with  the  Kentucky  troops  to-night  and  report 
to  you  for  orders.  What  we  now  have  to  do  is  first  to  occupy  Cotton 
Hill  and  reconnoiter  the  enemy,  working  on  his  left  flank  if  he  retains 
his  position  and  fiailling  on  his  flank  if  he  moves.  Oenerals  Schenck 
and  McCook  remain  in  position  to-night  watching.  If  a  rebel  force 
comes  down  on  this  side  they  will  fall  back,  and  our  movements  on  your 
side  be  governed  by  circumstances.  If  the  enemy  retreat,  Schenck 
will  cross  at  Townsend's  and  McCobk  cover  this  line.  I  regret  that 
circumstances  seem  to  bring  you  in  front.  My  great  desire  has  been 
to  cut  off  his  communications.  The  road  by  Light's  Mill  seems  now  the 
only  one  that  would  do  it.  Perhaps  you  may  yet  be  able  to  make  a 
flank  movement  as  soon  as  we  have  got  thorough  possession  of  Cotton 
Hill. 
Brigadier-Greneral  Benham,  Campj  Loop  Creek  Mouth. 

(InclMRire  No.  33.] 

Heabquabtebs  Depabtment  Western  Yibginia, 

Camp  Gatdey  Jllountainj  November  11, 1861. 

Your  27  received.  By  waiting  it  will  probably  be  11  before  you  get 
this.  This  defeats  my  plan^  which  was  to  have  you  on  Cotton  HiU  by 
10  o'clock  to-night  by  the  nver  road,  with  strong  reconnoitering  party, 
to  watch  the  enemy's  movements.  If  the  enemy  retreat  to-night,  he 
cannot  be  pursued  with  any  chance  of  capturing  him.  If  he  stands,  we 
shall  have  to  engage  him  on*  the  front  and  flank.  In  his  present  posi- 
tion ho  so  nearly  covers  Townsend's  Ferry,  that  Schenck  cannot  cross 
to  co-operate  unless  rebels  move  down  or  up.  If  yon  come  in  with  all 
your  force  at  Fayette,  you  will  be  opposite  Townsend's.  I  cannot  send 
you  any  men,  because  I  have  none  to  send  without  calling  them  down 
from  McCook  or  General  Schenck.  This  wiU  be  the  work  of  a  day, 
and  will  delay  the  movement  twenty-four  hours.  All  reasonable  chance 
of  taking  advantage  of  the  enemy's  retreat  being  cut  off^  the  next  best 
thing  seems  to  be  that  you  should  let  your  troops  rest  to-night.  Have 
everything  that  can  be  done  to  prepare  for  this  movement  Carry  out 
your  previous  orders,  sending  such  troops  as  you  think  best  by  6  in  the 
morning.  Then  carry  out  the  orders  you  have  received,  sending  such 
troops  as  yon  deem  best  to  Cassidy's  Mill,  and  arranging  to  communi- 
cate with  them  by  Nngent's.  You  will  reach  Cotton  HiU  and  Warner's 
Mill  by  the  time  they  get  to  Cassidy's,  and  can  send  them  word  if  the 
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rebels  have  retreated  or  are  BtandiDg.  You  will  also  send  a  signal  flag 
to  some  point  opposite  my  camp  to  let  me  know.  If  they  stand,  the  flag 
will  be  raised  twice }  if  they  run,  only  once.  Major  Leiper  has  orders 
to  send  yon  word  if  ms  scouts  report  a  retreat  to-night.  Pfau's  dragoons 
will  report  to  you  too.  Tou  will,  on  learning  what  the  rebels  do,  make 
such  disposition  of  your  force  on  the  Fayette  road  and  give  such  orders 
to  those  at  Gassidy's  Mill  as  circumstances  may  require. 

Brigadier-Ctoneral  Bbnham,  Camp,  Loop  Creek  Mouth, 

Heabquabtebs  Department  Westebn  Yibginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mouniainj  November  12, 1861. 

Your  dispatches  Nos.  27  and  28 — ^latter  5  a.  m. — ^received.  You  say 
you  did  not  receive  my  orders  until  U«  Your  dispatch  acknowledging 
receipt  was  dated  7  p.  m.  I  understand  the  guard  at  Tftylor's  to  be 
100  mesL  The  only  other  detachment  flrom  your  forces  is  that  which 
occupies  Gassidy's  Mill.  When  you  get  to  the  top  of  Cotton  Hill,  and 
ascertain  where  the  rebels  are  and  what  they  are  doing,  you  will  be 
able  to  take  necessary  precautions.  The  objects  of  our  movement  have 
been  fully  set  forth  by  previous  dispatches. 

Brigadier-Gtoneral  Benhah,  Camp^  Loop  Creek. 

[Inclosine  Ko.  85.] 

The  commanding  general  has  had  no  advices  fh)m  you  since  this 
morning.  Desires  you  to  report  your  itinerary,  present  condition,  and 
position  of  your  forces  and  those  which  have  oeen  directed  to  report 
to  yon,  wiUi  all  information  of  the  position  and  movements  of  the 
itsbels.  He  also  informs  yon  that  New  Biver  rose  last  night  so  as  to 
prevent  the  stretching  of  the  rope  across  Townsend's  Ferry,  which  ap- 
pears to  be  still  unwatched.  From  your  position  movements  have  been 
s^n  at  Dickerson's  farm,  but  if  you  occupy  Gottton  Hill  to-night  you 
will  be  able  to  know  all  about  the  enemy's  position  and  movements, 
which  I  understand  can  be  seen  from  it.  Bcport  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience in  reply  and  give  the  hour.    Send  for  your  tents. 

[lofilonm  Ko.  S&] 

Headquabtebs  Depabtmekt  Westebn  Tibghtia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountainj  November  12, 1861 — ^9  p.  m. 

Your  No.  29  received ;  also  Lieut  William  H.  Mills'  verbal  report.  I 
am  much  gratified  to  hear  of  your  progress  and  the  position  you  have 
taken;  also  that  you  have  sent  to  communicate  at  once  with  Gassidy's 
MiU.  I  trust  you  will  find  no  great  loss  from  the  skirmish.  Send  for 
your  tents  and  provisions.  Oct  accurate  information  of  the  route  &om 
your  position  to  Gassidy's  Mill,  and  thence  to  Baleigh  pike  in  rear  of 
Fayette.  Our  best  information  shows  that  the  road  fh)m  Gassidy's  is 
practicable,  not  exceeding  3  or  4  mfles  long,  and  intersects  the  Baleigh 
pike  2  miles  in  rear  of  Payette.  The  rebels  were  fortifying  on  Dick- 
erson's  farm  at  the  junction  of  Miller's  Ferry  and  Fayette  roads  this 
afternoon,  evidently  designing  to  cover  themselves  against  attack  from 
the  Miller's  Ferry  and  Fayette  roads.  If  they  w^  only  hold  that 
position  our  success  will  be  certain.  You  hold  now  the  key  of  that 
country.  Their  camp  is  within  range  of  rifle  if  not  Parrott  gons.  Yon 
have  probably  tbrce  enough  to  wMp  them  now  if  it  could  be  trans- 
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ferred  at  once  to  the  Fayette  road.  Make  every  exertion  to  render 
sach  a  movement  easy.  Were  it  possible  to  find  ont  whether  the 
enemy  commences  a  retreat  to-night  or  not,  which  I  think  he  certainly 
onght  to  do,  yon  onght  to  move  with  all  yonr  force,  except,  say,  500 
men,  by  Cassidy's  MiU,  and  intercept  them.  Hoping  he  may  not  do  so, 
Schenck's  brigade  will  be  ordered  down,  and  wiU  pass  over  to-morrow 
night.  Advise  me  the  very  best  road  to  reach  the  Baleigh  pike  fh>m 
the  falls,  by  Nugent^s,  by  Loop  Greek^  or  by  some  point  near  yoa 
across  by  Gassidy's  MilL  Meanwhile  give  yonr  troops  as  much  rest 
and  refreshment  as  possible.  Gommnnicate  frequently  with  me.  If 
no  movements  are  necessary  to-morrow  morning,  look  for  good  position 
for  a  regiment  to  hold  Cotton  Hill. 

Brigadier-General  Benhak. 

[Indonra  No.  87.] 

Headquarters  Department  Western  ViRaiNiA, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountainj  November  13, 1861. 

I  hope  yonr  camp  equipage  has  been  ordered  np.  Make  every 
arrangement  to  occupy  the  hill,  and  make  your  troops  comfortable 
until  others  come  over.  Keep  up  your  supplies  of  provisions,  so  as  to 
have  three  days  ahead.  Next  ascertain  the  routes  by  which  the 
Ealeigh  road  may  be  reached  in  the  best  ways  frt)m  any  point  be- 
tween your  position  and  the  mouth  of  Loop. 

Brigadier-General  Benham. 

[XBelMoxe  No.  38.] 

Information  £N>m  Bushy  Knob  shows  the  enemy  have  retreated,  and 
the  proper  way  is  to  send  word  to  the  troops  at  Gassidy's  Mill  to  press 
on  .them  and  push  up  the  Fayette  road. 

rinolotiire  Na  89.] 

Headquarters  Department  Western  VmaiNiA, 
Camp  Gauley  Mountain^  November  13, 1801—^.30  p.  m. 

Your  No.  32,  dated  2  p.  m..  Just  received.  The  commanding  gen- 
eral does  not  think  the  rebels  have  entirely  gone,  but  what  their  force 
may  be  is  unknown.  General  Schenck,  with  his  entire  brigade,  comes 
over  to-night  to  re-enforce  you.  Being  the  senior,  he  will  assume  com- 
mand until  the  commanding  general  comes  over.  You  will  Uierefore 
report  to  him,  and,  after  stating  fully  the  position  of  everything,  act 
under  his  orders.  The  general  understands  you  have  ordered  the 
force  from  Gassidy's  MilL  Its  withdrawal  is  in  ^uoe  of  his  express 
orders  for  its  occupation,  and  what  seems  to  him  a  plain  military 
advantage  requires  something  more  in  explanation  than  has  been 
reported  to  him  to  justify  it,  which  he  awaits.  He  does  not  wish  to 
attack  Floyd  by  the  frx>nt  only,  but  if  we  can  get  his  left  flank  and 
rear  we  shall  succeed  in  crushing  him. 

Brigadier-General  Benham. 

flnclotoxe  Na-40J 

Headquarters  Departioent  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  Oauley  MauntaiUj  Naoember  13, 1861. 

Your  33  received  at  7  p.  m.  This  goes  by  Miller's  Ferry.  Hegrot 
that  the  detachment  at  Gassidy's  MUl  was  not  pushed  forward  towards 
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Fayette.  Tour  idea  that  the  rebels  may  be  sleeping  is  a  good  one, 
and  strikes  me  favorably.  Much  will  depend  whether  you  shall  pur- 
sae  them  on  the  condition  and  strength  of  your  troops  and  the  pro- 
visions you  have.  Of  these  things  I  know  nothing.  A  question  of 
poisuit  is  therefore  left  to  your  discretion.  You  can  now  send  by 
Miller's  Ferry,  which  will  much  shorten  the  line  of  communication.  I 
shall  start  for  Fayette  by  8  to-morrow  morning,  and  hope  to  hear  from 
you  whatever  you  deem  proper  before  that  time.  G:eneral  Schenck 
with  his  entire  brigade  is  already  in  camp  at  Huddleston's.  If,  there- 
fore, there  were  a  chance  to  overtake  the  Hying  foe,  your  support  is 
certain.  Tou  have  more  than  one-fourth  as  many  troops  as  the  re- 
treating foe. 

Brigadier-General  Bknham,  FayetteviUe. 

NOVEMBEB  12,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  C.  Schenoe,  Camp  Ewing^  W.  Va. : 

The  commanding  general  directs  you  to  break  your  camp  at  Ewing  to- 
morrow morning  and  proceed  with  your  command  across  the  river  at 
Qauley  Bridge  to  the  Cotton  Hill.  The  troops  should  have  two  days' 
rations  in  their  haversacks.  Their  baggage  should  follow  under  com- 
mand of  the  rear  guard,  which  may  be  composed  of  your  ad  vanced  pickets. 
YoQ  will  order  Captain  Mack  to  report  to  Colonel  McCook  for  temporary 
dnty.  West's  cavalry  will  come  down  and  encamp  at  or  below  Gauley. 
The  troops  should  move  early,  and  get,  if  possible,  past  McCook's  camp 
before  the  fog  gets  off  the  river.  Colonel  McCook  will  remain  in  com- 
mand of  the  troops  covering  the  position  on  this  side.  Give  orders  to 
have  all  the  material  that  can  be  saved  brought  away  from  Townsend's 
Ferry.  If  the  boats  can  be  hidden  for  a  few  days,  I  think  they  may  bo 
hidden  as  well  as  the  pieces  for  the  bull-boat.  This  is  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  wc  cannot  cross  at  Townsend's  Ferry,  while  we  know  we  can 
cross  down  here.  A  tmsty  man  should  be  sent  to-night  to  ascertain 
whether  the  river  will  fall  sufficiently;  and  in  case  it  does  not,  to  be 
provided  with  the  necessary  help  and  give  the  necessary  directions. 

JOSEPH  DARK,  Jr., 
Acting  Assistant  AdjutantOeneraL 


I^OVEMBEB  13, 1861—9.45  p.  nu 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  C.  Sohknok,  Camp  Huddlestonj  W.  Va. : 

Your  dispatch  of  8  p.  m.  received.  You  will  probably  not  be  required 
to  advance  much  £a*rther.  Fayette  Court-House  is  ours.  Benham 
has  orders  to  consider  the  condition  of  his  men  and  use  his  discretion 
as  to  pursuit  The  last  of  the  rebels  passed  Fayette  at  daylight  this 
a.  m.  You  will  hear  from  him  during  the  night  if  he  can  find  any  one; 
if  not,  send  for  sledges— that  is,  stone-hammers,  picks,  and  shovels— 
and  put  pioneers  on  the  road  to  repair  it. 

W.  S.  R0SECRAN8, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  U,  8,  Armpy  Commanding. 

ITOVEMBEB  14,  186L 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  O.  Schenck  {care  of  Colonel  McCook) : 

Your  diRpatcbes  received,  inclosing  one  from  General  Benham.  Com- 
manding general's  opinion  of  the  pursuit  is,  that  all  that  could  be 
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accomplished  could  have  been  done  by  General  Benham's  force.  Com- 
manding genei*al  fears  your  troops  will  suffer.  Colonel  McCook  has 
been  ordered  to  clear  out  Miller's  Ferry  road.  Everything  will  be  done 
to  help  you.  In  case  of  necessity  you  will  have  to  come  down  to  Dick- 
erson's  and  get  some  from  McCook.  Tour  tents  will  be  taken  over  the 
river  and  pitched  near  Huddleston,  to  which  camp  you  will  return  as 
soon  as  you  get  advices  from  General  Benbam,  showing,  as  I  doubt  not 
they  will,  that  no  advantage  is  to  be  gained  by  carrying  your  men 
farther^  beyond  the  reach  of  subsistence. 

JOSEPH  DARE,  Jb., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


NOTEDCBEB  15,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  C.  Schence,  Camp  Union: 

The  commanding  general,  without  having  any  means  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  ordering  the  troops  back  from  towards  Baleigh,  presumes 
that  you  acted  with  sound  discretion. 

JOSEPH  DARR,  Jb. 


Ko.  2. 


Bq^rt  oj  Brig.  Oen,  Jacob  D.  Cox^  U,  8.  Army^  of  sJcirmislies  at  BlaJc^s 

farmy  November  10-11. 

Headquabtebs  Kanawha  Bbidge, 

Oauley  Bridge^  November  13,  1861. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
lOdi  instant  I  ordered  Colonel  De  Yilliers,  of  the  Eleventii  Regiment 
Ohio  Volunteers,  to  take  200  men  (being  all  of  his  regiment  fit  for 
duty),  and  after  reconnoitering  the  mountains  skirting  New  River  on 
the  other  side  to  occupy  and  hold  the  crests,  if  possible,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  further  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  the  ferry  at 
this  place  from  the  battery  lately  held  by  them  opposite  to  us.  At  the 
same  time  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Enyart>.  commanding  First  Regi- 
ment Kentucky  Volunteers,  to  cross  the  river  below  the  falls  with  200 
men,  and  occupy  the  mills,  the  spurs  of  the  mountains  near  there, 
and  reconnoiter  ^e  Fayette  road,  and  hold,  if  i>ossible,  the  position 
lately  occupied  by  the  enemy's  guns  opi>osite  the  First  Kentucky  camp. 
Colonel  De  Villiers  threw  over  at  first  a  party  of  40,  of  which  hcdf 
was  sent  along  the  hills  down  the  Kanawha  fh)m  the  crossing  place, 
a  few  rods  above  the  bridge  piers,  where  I  had  previously  established 
a  ferry  capable  of  crossing  500  men  per  hour.  The  other  half  of  the 
party  the  colonel  conducted  himself  along  a  path  by  the  river  side 
under  the  cliffs -to  a  ravine  leading  up  to  the  Blake  farm,  about  1 
mile  up  New  River.  At  Blake^s  flEtrm  some  50  or  60  of  the  enemy  were 
discovered  and  immediately  attacked.  Being  surprised,  they  were 
driven  into  the  woods  upon  the  hDl-sides  above  with  the  loss  of  several 
killed,  who  were  dragged  away  in  sight  of  our  men.  The  enemy  was 
immediately  re-enforced  by  about  200,  and  the  advanced  party  of  the 
Eleventh  retired  to  the  margin  of  Blake's  farm,  where,  by  stationing 
themselves  behind  a  fence  at  the  edge  of  a  ravine,  they  were  able  to 
hold  the  rebels  in  check  until  the  remainder  of  the  party  of  the  Eleventh 
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arrived.  The  enemy  was  then  driven  back  np  the  hills,  and  onr  men 
took  a  line  of  defense  leading  diagonally  np  the  hills  from  Blake's  house 
to  the  crest  above  the  battery  opposite  this  point. 

Shortly  after  dark  six  companies  of  the  Second  Kentucky  Begiment 
had  crossed  the  river  by  my  order  to  re-enforce  Colonel  De  Yilliers. 
The  enemy  seemed  to  be  collecting  forces  on  the  ridge,  and  about  9 
o'clock  the  left  wing  of  the  Eleventh,  under  M^or  Coleman,  was  driven 
back  from  Blake's  farm  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  but,  upon  being  re- 
enforced  by  two  companies  of  the  Second  KentucKy,  he  drove  back  the 
enemy  and  reoccupied  his  former  position.  Meanwhile  the  enemy  made 
a  succession  of  attacks  upon  the  remainder  of  our  force,  which  was 
pushing  its  way  np  to  the  mountain  crest  along  the  whole  Hue  from 
Blake's  to  the  Kanawha,  and  a  brisk  skirmishing  fight  was  kept  up 
until  after  midnight,  when  we  had  secured  the  ridge  as  far  as  Blake's. 

During  the  day  the  party  from  the  First  Kentucky  Begiment  had 
occupied  the  other  side  of  the  Kanawha  from  the  mouth  of  the  Fayette 
road  np  to  the  positions  of  the  Eleventh  Ohio,  and  pushed  a  scouting 
party  a  mile  up  the  road  towards  Fayette,  reconnoitering  the  mountain 
sides  without  finding  the  enemy. 

At  daybreak  of  the  next  day  (the  11th  instant)  Colonel  De  Yilliers, 
being  ordered  by  me  to  push  the  enemy  still  farther  back  towards  Cot- 
ton Hill,  collected  the  larger  part  of  his  force  and  drove  in  the  enemy's 
pickets  on  the  mountain  ridge  in  his  frt)nt,  and  pushed  steadily  along 
the  crest  up  the  New  Biver.  The  enemy,  several  hundred  in  number, 
kept  np  a  scattering,  skirmishing  fight  as  they  retired,  but  made  no  per- 
sistent stand.  As  the  advance  party,  under  Colonel  De  Yilliers  (con- 
sisting at  this  time  chiefly  of  the  Second  Kentucky  Begiment),  ap- 
proached Cotton  Hill  the  enemy  was  seen  moving  their  baggage  train 
over  the  hill  along  the  Fayette  turnpike  frx)m  their  camping  ground 
above  Huddleston's,  1^  miles  frx>m  the  Kanawha,  where  the  scouts  had 
reported  a  camp  of  two  regiments  the  evening  before.  The  advance  of 
our  men  was  stopped  before  reaching  Cotton  HUl,  as  I  was  satisfied  the 
enemy  was  greatly  superior  in  number  to  Colonel  De  Yilliers'  party,  and 
they  seemed  to  be  retiring  with  the  supposition  that  his  force  was  only 
the  advance  guard  of  a  larger  body  following  him.  I  therefore  thought 
it  unwise  to  have  him  descend  from  the  wooded  ridges  and  reveal  the 
smalluess  of  his  command. 

During  the  afternoon  of  Monday,  the  11th  instant,  a  second  party 
from  the  First  Kentucky  Begimen^  of  150  men,  nnder  M^or  Leiper, 
followed  the  enemy  up  the  Fayette  turnpike,  crossed  Cotton  Hill,  and 
took  up  their  position  at  Laurel  Creek,  where  they  remained  till  evening, 
then  retired  half  a  mile,  and  remained  until  General  Benham's  brigade 
reached  that  pointy  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  the 
12th,  the  enemy  being  in  force  at  Dickerson's,  some  2  miles  beyond. 

I^  the  fighting  upon  the  Few  Biver  Mountains  our  men  distinctly 
saw  from  20  to  30  of  the  enemy  dragged  away  dead  or  badly  wounded. 
Only  1  dead  body  of  the  rebels  was  found  by  our  men  on  the  ground 
next  day.  Our  own  loss  was  2  killed,  1  wounded,  and  6  missing,  all  of 
the  Eleventh  Ohio  Begiment,  besides  several  contusions  received  by 
men  who  fell  accidentally  in  climbing  the  roclcs.  The  missing  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  taken  prisoners,  being  a  small  post  stationed  on  the 
ridge  near  where  the  enemy  made  a  brisk  attack  about  midnight  of 
the  10th. 

The  whole  ground  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  climb,  the  mountain  sides 
being  very  rockv.  and  in  many  places  almost  perpendicular,  and  the 
most  determined  bravery  and  perseverance  were  evinced  by  trie  troops 
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in  scaling  the  heigbtB  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy  who  held  the 
Mid  were  perfectly  familiar  with  the  paths. 

Very  lespectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX  Brigadier-Oma^. 
Brig.  Oen.  W.  S.  BosBObaks, 

Commanding  D^artmant  Western  Virginia,  OmUej/  Mtumtain. 

llDOlllBin.] 


D  D. — UolOD  pcattion  Nananbflr  10,  mldalgbl 


BqMTt  of  Mqj.  Samvel  W.  Crau)fi>rd,  Thirteenth  U.  8.  Infantry,  of  opera- 
timu  at  Towniend^t  Ferry. 
Hbadquastbbs  Defabtuent  Wbstebn  Viboinia, 

Camp  Oaulffy  Mountain,  November  21, 1861. 
8tB:  In  reply  to  yonr  communication  of  the  2Qtb  instant  I  bare  tbe 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  conducted  by  me 


^ 
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at  Townsend's  Ferry  and  my  sabeequent  oonnection  with  the  expedi- 
tion sent  against  the  forces  under  BrigadierGeneral  Floyd: 

HaTing  been  appointed  a  special  aide^e-camp  of  the  commanding 
general  for  this  expedition,  I  reported  on  Wednesday,  the  6th  instant, 
to  Brigadier-Qeneral  Schenck,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade.  It  had 
been  determined,  if  possible,  to  throw  a  body  of  troops  nnder  General 
Schenck  across  New  Biver,  at  some  point  above  the  enemy's  position, 
in  order  to  strike  his  rear.  For  this  purpose  a  neglected  sony,  known 
as  Townsend's  Ferry,  was  selected,  and  a  bold  and  successful  reconnais- 
sance of  the  opposite  side  was  made  by  Sergeant  Haven,  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Begiment  Ohio  Volunteers,  who  suc^eded  in  making  his  way  at 
night  within  a  short  distance  of  the  town  of  Fayette,  1|  mfles  firom  the 
ferry.  It  was  determined  to  attempt  a  crossing  of  the  troops  under 
General  Schenck  at  this  points,  a  distance  of  5^  nules  firom  their  encamp- 
ment To  effect  this,  it  was  necessary  to  construct  the  means  of  cross- 
ing the  river,  which  was  at  the  ferry  about  80  or  90  yards  across.  Four 
slaSs  were  sent  up  firom  Ghauley,  and  the  duty  of  constructing  floats  and 
transferriilg  them  and  the  skifb  to  the  water's  edge  was  assigned  to  me. 
The  floats  were  thus  constructed:  Two  wagon  li^s,  0}  by  1  feet,  were 
placed  upon  frames  a  distance  of  3}  feet  apart,  and  secured  by  wedges 
and  pins.  T^us  constructed,  they  were  placed  upon  a  duck  paulin, 
\rhich  was  drawn  up  tightly  around  the  beds  and  secured.  Light  planks 
xrere  then  laid  over  we  wagon  beds,  and  the  whole  secured  by  ropes, 
which,  while  holding  it  firmly  together,  served  to  itontrol  and  guide  it. 
A  bull-boat,  substituting  canvas  for  hides,  was  constructed  by  Capt  W. 
F.  Baynolds,  Topographical  En^neers.  These  floats  and  boats  were  in 
readiness  on  ThurSlay,  the  7th  instant,  and  sent  on  Thursday  night  to 
the  mountain. 

On  Wednesday  a  reconnaissance  of  the  path  leading  down  the 
mountain  on  this  side  of  the  river  was  made  by  me.  It  was  found  to 
be  utterly  impracticable  for  the  passage  of  boats  or  material  of  any 
sort,  and  it  became  necessary  to  seek  at  once  for  an  avenue  by  which 
the  material  prepared  might  be  sent  down  the  mountain.  I  repaired 
to  the  mountain  on  Thui^ay,  and  after  a  laborious  search  I  marked 
OQt  a  road  by  which  I  hoped  to  send  down  upon  sledges  our  boats  and 
floats.  A  steep  perpendicular  cliff  ran  along  the  mountain  for  half  a 
mile.  A  point  was  found  where  the  cliff  opened,  leaving  a  smooth  rock 
12  feet  high,  over  which  the  boats  were  sent  In  some  places  the  entire 
material  had  to  be  carried  over  rocks  to  the  heads  of  steep  ravines, 
down  which  the  skiffs  and  wagon  beds  were  sent  by  means  of  ropes.  A 
detail  of  pioneers  was  fiarnish^  by  the  Third  Brigade,  and  subsequently 
ilEttigue  parties,  until  the  evening  of  Saturday,  when  three  of  the  skiffs 
and  two  of  the  wagon-beds  were  drawn  up  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
water's  edge  and  concealed.  The  men  worked  in  the  rain  during  the 
whole  period. 

On  Saturday  night  a  guard,  consisting  of  an  officer,  a  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  and  10  men,  were  stationed  over  the  boats,  with  directions 
to  show  no  light,  to  kindle  no  fires,  and  to  preserve  the  utmost  quiet. 
Shortiy  after  daylight  three  men  made  their  appearance  on  the  opposite 
bank,  and  launched  a  small  boat  made  of  rough  planks.  Being  too  small 
to  hold  the  three,  two  of  the  men  came  across.  When  within  a  few  rods 
of  the  shore  they  discovered  the  guard,  and  signaling  them  not  to  fire, 
they  came  ashore  and  delivered  themselves  up.  The  man  who  remained 
open  tihe  opposite  shore,  seeing  his  comrades  taken  prisoners,  attempted 
to  escape,  and  was  fired  upon. 

The  work,  however,  was  carried  on,  and  by  Monday  evening  the 
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entire  material  was  at  the  water's  edge.  Soon  after  dark  the  ball-boat 
and  wagon  floats  were  pat  together  and  floated,  the  sldfifo  were  lannched, 
and  everything  was  in  readiness.  It  was  now  deemed  proper  by  me  to 
make  an  attempt  to  throw  a  rope  across  the  river.  Owing  to  the  very 
heavy  and  almost  incessant  rains  the  river  had  commenced  to  rise  early 
in  the  day  and  was  now  mnch  swollen.  I  directed  three  experienced 
oarsmen  to  enter  one  of  the  skiffis  and  attempt  to  cross,  towing  a  small 
rope.  When  abont  the  middle  of  the  river  they  were  seized  by  the 
carrent  and  carried  swiftly  down  the  river  to  the  rapids,  and  only  re- 
tamed  to  this  side  by  great  exertions.  At  the  same  moment  a  courier 
reached  me  with  the  intelligence  from  Captain  Piatt,  assistant  adjutant- 
general  Third  Brigade^that  no  attempt  would  be  made  to  cross  the 
command  that  night.  The  skiffs  and  floats  were  then  hauled  up  behind 
rocks  and  concealed.  Up  to  the  moment  of  qnitting  the  bank  of  the 
river  at  midnight  of  the  llth  I  could  detect  no  soand  from  the  opposite 
bank  or  the  slightest  indication  that  we  were  observed.  Leaving  a 
small  guard  at  the  boats,  I  returned  to  headquarters.  The  river  con- 
tinued to  rise  during  the  night.    It  fell  slowly  during  the  day,  but  at 

0  p.  m.  of  Tuesday,  the  12th  instant,  it  was  visited  by  Captain  Piatt, 
who  rc]x>rted  it  impassable. 

On  the  13th,  the  Third  Brigade,  in  accordance  with  previous  orders, 
left  their  encampment  and  crossed  the  Kanawha  in  the  vicinity  of 
Gauley.  At  6.30  p.  m.  I  joined  tiie  command  at  its  camp  at  Huddle- 
stou's,  near  the  forks  of  Falls  Creek.  A  communication  had  been  sent 
by  General  Schenck  to  General  Benham,  commanding  the  Second 
Brigade,  and  who  was  sup]x>sed  to  be  with  his  force  at  or  near  Laurel 
Creek,  a  distance  of  —  miles  from  Fayette.  In  order,  however,  to 
obtain  more  precise  intelligence  of  the  movements  and  condition  of 
General  Benham's  force,  I  was  requested  by  General  Schenck  to  go 
forward  to  General  Benham,  inform  him  that  General  Schenck  had 
crossed  the  river  and  assumed  command,  and  to  learn  from  General 
Benham  the  immediate  condition  of  his  command,  his  position,  and  the 
result  of  his  scouts,  and  to  direct  him  not  to  go  forward  unless  there  was 
an  immediate  prospect  of  coming  up  with  the  enemy,  in  event  of  which 
General  Schenck  would  move  forward  with  his  whole  force ;  otherwise 
he  would  remain  at  Laurel  Creek  until  General  Schenck's  arrival  in  the 
morning.  I  left  at  7.30  p.  m.  The  road  was  miry,  and  in  many  places 
almost  inix)a8sable  for  wagons.  Knots  of  soldiers  were  straggling  along 
after  their  regiments,  and  in  some  instances,  tired  of  the  pursuit,  they 
had  turned  aside  to  bivouac  for  the  night.  At  a  point  known  as  the 
Widow  Stauridge's,  where  the  road  from  Cassidy's  Mill  joins  the  turn- 
pike from  Fayette  to  Gauley,  I  encountered  a  large  body  of  men  at  a 
halt.  At  0  o'clock  p.  m.  I  overtook  General  Benham  at  Dickerson's 
farm  house,  where  he  had  halted  with  a  portion  of  his  command,  and 
waB  resting  until  the  regiments  and  stragglers  in  rear  should  come  up. 

1  found  General  Benham,  and  informed  him  of  the  object  of  my  visit. 
He  did  not  understand  that  General  Schenck  was  to  take  command, 
but  that  their  forces  were  to  act  conjointly.  He  stated  to  me  that  the 
enemy's  train  was  just  ahead  of  him,  and  that  he  was  to  start  in  an 
hour  in  pursuit.  I  informed  him  that  General  Schenck  had  crossed  the 
river  and  had  assumed  command,  and  that  he  had  sent  me  to  him  (Gen- 
eral B.)  to  learn  the  position  he  was  occupying,  the  disposition  he  had 
made  of  his  troops,  what  information  of  the  enemy's  movements  and 
position  he  had  obtained  from  his  scouts,  and  also  to  inform  him  that 
G«neri«l  Schenck  would  join  him  at  or  near  Laurel  Creek  in  the  morn- 
ing.   I  informed  him  also  that  General  Schenck  desired  that  he  (General 
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B.)  woald  not  move  forward  unless  there  was  an  immediate  prospect  of 
meeting  the  enemy  or  overtaking  them  in  case  they  had  retreated, 
when,  ui>on  being  apprised  of  this,  General  Schenck  would  move  for- 
ward with  his  whole  command  at  once  to  his  (General  B.'s)  support. 

General  Benham  replied  to  me  that  he  had  just  dispatched  a  courier 
to  General  Schenck,  to  say  to  him  that  the  enemy's  train  was  just  ahead, 
and  that  he  could  overtake  it ;  that  he  was  resting  his  men  an  hour  at 
Dickerson's,  when  he  should  push  on  to  Fayette.  He  stated  to  me  that 
the  enemy  were  making  a  most  precipitate  retreat,  throwing  out  their 
^gg^S^  ^'  7  ^^t  his  command  got  nothing  on  a  previous  occasion, 
and  that  he  was  determined  they  should  be  the  first  on  this.  I  asked 
him  if  the  force  at  Gassidy's  Mill  had  definite  instructions.  He  replied 
that  he  had  sent  his  aide-de-camp  to  that  point  with  directions  to  use 
his  discretion  in  reference  to  the  route  to  be  pursued  by  the  command 
there,  and  that  he  (the  aide-de-camp)  had  withdrawn  them  to  the  rear, 
and  that  he  (General  B.)  was  only  awaiting  their  arrival  to  join  his 
ooHunand. 

I  laid  before  him  a  map  with  the  positions  marked  on  it^  and  remarked 
to  him  that  the  importance  of  the  position  at  Gassidy's  Mill  could  not  be 
overestimated,  and  that  both  General  Eosecrans  and  General  Schenck 
regarded  it  as  the  most  important  point  in  the  whole  position,  as  it 
threatened  the  enemy's  rear,  and  the  force  there  could  fall  upon  his 
flank  in  a  short  march  of  3^  miles  if  he  retreated.  He  replied  that  he 
had  no  maps,  but  he  was  confident  that  he  would  overtake  their  train 
anyhow,  and  that  he  hoped  General  Schenck  would  come  on  at  once. 

At  9.15  I  left  for  General  Schenck's  headquarters  at  Huddleston's.  I 
arrived  at  11  o'clock,  and  found  the  command  under  orders  to  move  in 
an  hour.  I  found  a  large  number  of  stragglers  making  their  way  towards 
Dickerson's.  These  men  appeared  not  to  know  where  they  were  going 
or  where  their  regiments  were.  In  an  hour  the  Third  Brigade  was  in 
motion,  and  arrived  at  Dickerson's  about  daylight.  It  was  raining 
heavily,  the  men  were  without  tents  or  blankets,  and  the  provision  train 
had  not  been  able  to  pass  the  roads.'  A  short  halt  was  ordered.  We 
moved  on  towards  Fayette  in  an  hour,  when,  from  information  we  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy  were  far  in  advance  and  in  consideration  of  the 
state  of  the  roads  and  the  condition  of  the  men,  tired  out  by  a  night's 
march,  and  without  rations  or  blankets,  it  was  decided  to  remain  at 
Fayette  and  communicate  with  the  force  under  General  Benham,  who 
had  left  Fayette  about  nine  hours  before. 

I  remained  during  the  day  at  Fayette,  and  made  an  examination  of 
the  ascent  from  the  crossing  at  Townsend's  Feny .  It  is  perfectly  prac- 
ticable for  infantry;  the  ascent,  although  steep,  is  open,  and  leads  to 
open  woods  upon  the  sides  of  the  mountain  to  the  table-land  above.  It 
passes  through  open  fields  to  a  road  that  leads  directly  to  Fayette,  and 
there  was  no  evidence  of  the  slightest  effort  made  to  protect  it  or  to 
prevent  a  crossing  at  the  ferry. 

I  returned  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  with  dispatches,  and  reported 
to  the  commanding  general. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

S.  W.  ORAWFOED, 
MajoTj  Thirteenth  Infantryy  U.  8.  Army^  Act  Insp.  Gen. 

Maj.  Joseph  Dabb,  Jr., 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
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Btpart  of  Brig,  Oen.  Henry  W.  Benham^  U.  8.  Army^  of  operations  from 

November  11-16. 

Faybtteyillb  Goust-Houss,  Ya., 

November  16, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  relation  to  the  expedi- 
tion from  which  I  have  this  afternoon  returned  by  the  order  of  General 
Schenck  from  the  porsuit  of  General  Floyd  upon  the  road  to  Baleigh, 
by  which  he  escaped  by  a  most  rapid  and  arduous  march  last  night. 

Upon  the  night  of  the  11th  instant,  while  at  a  kind  of  a  bivouac  at 
Loop  Greek  Mouth,  where  I  have  been  with  part  of  my  command  by 
the  directions  of  General  Bosecrans  since  the  4th  and  5th  instant,  I 
received  your  orders  to  proceed  as  early  as  practicable  with  the  force 
then  at  that  point,  about  1,500  men  of  the  Tenth,  Twelfth,  And  Thir- 
teenth Begiments,  to  occupy  Gotton  Hill,  there  having  been  previously 
stationed  by  his  orders  under  my  direction  the  Thirty-seventh  Regiment 
of  700  men  at  Loop  Greek  Forks,  about  4  miles  up,  and  in  detachments 
up  to  10  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  creek :  also  about  320  of  the  Forty- 
fourth  Begiment  and  430  of  the  Seventh  Kegiment  about  1  mile  up  on 
the  left  fork. 

About  the  time  of  marching  from  Loop  Greek,  however,  I  had  directed, 
as  he  had  ordered  me,  about  1,000  men  from  these  last  three  regiments 
to  occupy  Gassidy's  Mill,  about  6  miles  up  from  the  left  fork  towards 
this  place,  and  the  remainder,  being  part  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Begi- 
ment^ to  endeavor  to  reach  me  at  Gotton  Hill  by  a  march  to  the  left  of 
Gassidy's  Mill  by  Nugent's. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12tb,  in  accordance  with  the  directions  given, 
with  the  first-named  force  and  four  mountain  howitzers  and  two  rifled 
6-pounder8,  we  moved  up  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha,  4  miles  fr^m 
the  mouth  of  Loop  Greek,  to  G^uley  Falls,  thence  to  the  right  some  5 
miles  over  Gotton  Hill  to  HerscUberger's  by  3  p.  m.,  where  at  Laurel 
Greek  we  met  the  advance  pickets  of  the  enemy  in  force,  as  it  was  after- 
wards ascertained,  in  a  most  strong  position,  prepared  with  abatis,  and 
after  skirmishing  with  them  with  the  greater  part  of  the  Tliirteenth 
Begiment  until  dark,  we  went  into  bivouac  in  the  open  air  on  the 
escarped  mountain  road,  with  but  few  fires  and  but  little  water,  myself 
and  staff  lying  on  the  bare  rocks,  with  our  horses  held  below  us. 

Our  loss  in  this  sldrmish  was  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded;  that  of 
the  enemy  2  at  least  killed  and  about  7  wounded.  The  enemy  were  com- 
pletely driven  from  the  ground  they  occupied,  but  not  much  farther,  as 
a  large  re-enforcement  was  seen  coming  to  them  (I  have  since  learned 
four  regiments  and  one  piece  of  artillery  were  sent),  and  with  only  1,640 
men.  for  Golonel  Siller's  detachment  had  not  fully  joined,  I  did  not 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  draw  on  a  battle  with  the  whole  rebel  force, 
reported  by  General  Bosecrans  to  me  to  be  frt)m  4,000  to  6,000  men,  and, 
as  I  heard  after,  with  nine  to  eleven  guns,  although,  as  reported  to  him 
that  night,  I  felt  I  could  hold  my  position  on  the  mountain  secure 
against  their  force. 

During  the  night,  at  about  2.30  a.  m.  of  the  13th,  it  was  reported  to 
me  by  a  scout  I  had  sent  out  to  watch  the  rebel  camp  that  the  wheds 
of  heavy  wagons  or  artillery  were  heard  rumbling  in  the  direction  of 
the  camp,  but  as  they  became  no  fainter,  it  was  uncertain  whether  they 
were  retreating  or  receiving  re-enforcements.  I  immediately  sent  di- 
rections to  Golonel  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth  Begiment,  to  send  out  two 
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o&er  Bcouts,  to  asoertain  if  the  movement  was  a  retreat;  bat  most 
nnfortanately  ^as  Colonel  Smith  informed  me  in  the  morning),  he  did 
not  onderstana  it  as  a  command,  but  merely  as  a  suggestion,  and  they 
were  not  smt.  On  learning  this  at  early  light,  I  immediately^sent  for- 
ward a  soont  of  10  men,  supported  by  two  companies  of  the  Thirteenth 
Begiment,  but  the  report  firt>m  these  men  of  tiie  retreat  of  the  rebels 
did  not  come  in  till  after  4  p.  m.,  on  receiving  which  I  immediatdy 
gave  the  orders  for  marching  to  overtake  them.  For  this  I  felt  tiie 
more  prepared  as  I  had  ordered  and  expected  down  to  join  me  the 
force  that  were  at  Gassidy's  Mill,  having  authorized  the  aide  who  was 
sent  there  to  order  them  direct  to  Fayette  road  if  the  enemy  were 
proven  to  be  retreating,  and  it  would  be  surely  safe  to  do  so.  But 
this  last  order  was  also  misunderstood,  and  altihough  a  portion  of  this 
command  of  mine  had  occupied  Fayetteville  from  11  a.  m.  without 
finding  they  had  the  m^ans  to  communicate  with  me,  they  were  re- 
called, and  unfortunately  made  the  drcuit  around  to  tiiis  place  again. 
At  length,  by  5  p.  m.,  we  moved  forward  from  the  Union  school-house 
to  the  Dickerson  flEurm,  which  we  reached  before  7,  finding  the  evi- 
dences of  a  most  hasty  retreat  in  the  remains  of  large  quantities  of 
tents  and  camp  equii>age  destroyed  by  fire.  At  a  short  distance  beyond 
this  farm  the  command  was  closed  up,  halted,  and  rested  for  about  four 
hours,  and  the  detachment  of  the  Forty-fourth  and  Seventh  joined  me. 
making  my  moving  strength  about  2,700  men.  With  this  force  at  11 
p.  m.  I  pushed  forward,  arriving  about  4  a.  m.  of  the  14th  at  Hawkins' 
&nn,  about  5  miles  beyond  Fayetteville,  being  delayed  much  by  scout- 
ing me  roads  in  advance.  On  the  route  fhrther  evidences  of  the  hasty 
retreat  were  shown  in  the  tents,  wagons,  and  large  quantities  of  ammu- 
nitioft  left  behind. 

At  7  we  again  moved  forward,  with  the  belief,  which  proved  to  be 
the  fact,  that  part  at  least  of  tneir  train  was  encamped  5  miles  f]x>m 
Hawkins'.  The  advance  was  led  by  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Thirteenth, 
to  whose  presence  and  caution  during  that  day  we  owe  it  that  not  a 
single  man  of  ours  was  killed  or  wound^,  and  scouting  most  cautiously 
though  of  course  slowly  forward,  we  met  the  advanced  posts  of  the 
enemy  after  4  miles^  march  at  9.30  a.  m.,  where  a  sharp  contest  with 
onr  advance  continued  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  when,  besides  several 
other  losses,  the  rebels  had  mortally  wounded  the  colonel  of  Floyd's 
cavalry.  Col.  St  George  Groghan  (son  of  the  late  Inspector-General 
Oroghan).  These  outposts  being  driven  in,  we  advanced  carefuUy 
about  one  mile  &rther,  where  the  enemy  were  found  posted  in  con- 
siderable force  behind  a  ridge  covering  McCoy's  Mill.  A  regiment  of 
cavalry  and  different  regiments  of  infantry  are  reported  as  distinctly 
seen.  After  an  interchange  of  fire  between  these  and  our  advance  for 
twenty  minutes  Captain  Schneider's  rifled  artillery  was  brought  up 
with  good  effect,  the  officers  reporting  that  they  saw  many  fall  at  their 
fire.  As  however  I  soon  discovered  a  ridge  tifiat  made  out  from  our 
rear  to  our  right,  that  commanded  at  close  range  the  left  of  the  enemy, 
I  sent  my  aide  to  direct  Ideutenant-Colonel  Creighton,  with  the  SevenUi 
and  half  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Begiments,  under  Msgor  Ankele,  to  pass 
down  this  ridge  to  attack  their  left.  This  movement,  I  regret  to  say, 
was  delayed  fully  half  an  hour  by  the  resistance  of  Colonel  Siber  to 
this  order,  he  at  first  neglecting  or  refosing  to  send  the  number  of  men 
required  and  demanding  tiie  right  to  command  it,  as  reported  by  my 
aides.  When  at  length  this  attack  was  made  it  was  entirely  successful, 
and  with  the  first  concentBated  volleys  of  this  command  of  about  750 
men,  uniting  with  the  fibre  of  the  Thirteenth  Begiment,  the  whole  of 
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the  enemy  retreated  in  conftision,  "with  the  last  of  their  wagon  train. 
Their  position  was  soon,  though  cautionsly,  taken  possession  of,  when 
it  was  found  thickly  si^wn  with  blankets,  clothing,  camp  equipage, 
&c.,  as  evidence  of  a  precipitous  flight.  A  short  time  for  rest  was  now 
given,  and  we  then  moved  forward,  with  the  usual  scouting  jmrties  in 
advance,  through  an  escarped  road  upon  a  steep  mountain  side,  in  a 
deflle,  continuing  for  about  4  miles  between  two  mountains  up  the  Big 
Loop  Creek,  finding  about  midway  of  the  defile  a  bridge  of  some  size 
broken  down,  which  delayed  us  nearly  an  hour  to  repair.  Tet  still,  as 
the  guides  informed  us  that  there  was  a  long  and  difficult  hill  for  the 
passage  of  wagons  about  2  miles  in  advance  of  the  bridge,  I  decided  to 
push  forward,  in  the  hopes  of  overtaking  it,  although  the  men  had  been 
marching  nearly  all  the  night  previous,  as  well  as  during  most  of  that 
day,  in  for  a  greater  part  of  the  time  a  drenching  storm  and  over  roads 
in  many  places  to  a  great  extent  of  tenacious  mud,  and  many  of  them 
by  the  failure  of  expected  trains  with  less  than  half  their  rations.  On 
reaching  at  4  p.  m.  the  outlet  of  this  defile  at  Keton's  farm,  about  15 
miles  from  Fayetteville  and  20  miles  from  our  previous  bivouac  near 
Cotton  Hill,  we  found  the  expected  steep  hill  some  2  miles  distant,  and 
their  wagons  over  it  or  not  in  sight,  and  therefore  I  concluded  to 
bivouac  the  men  there  with  such  food  as  we  could  best  obtain  and 
report  the  case,  as  I  did,  to  Oeneral  Bchenck  at  Fayetteville,  who  had 
assumed  the  direction  by  order  of  General  Rosecrans,  and  suggesting 
to  him  to  join  me  with  his  force  (about  one-half  of  mine),  that  we  might 
attack  or  drive  the  enemy  in  Baleigh  the  next  day. 

The  first  dispatch  of  General  Schenck  informed  me  tbat  he  had  sent 
the  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  and  some  mounted  men  to  reenforce  me.  A 
second  note,  received  at  10  p.  m.,  informed  me  that  the  Twenty-sixth 
Regiment  waa  ordered  to  return,  while  it  directed  me  also  to  return  as 
soon  as  practicable  to  this  place.  As  the  men  were  still  for  more  than 
nine-tenths  of  them  without  any  shelter  in  a  most  drenching  rain  or  suc- 
cession of  violent  thunder  showers,  many  without  their  blankets  even, 
which  had  been  thrown  off  in  the  ardor  of  the  chase,  and  as  they  were 
still  standing  around  their  fires  unable  to  sleep  in  the  rain  upon  the  open 
ground,  the  greater  part  of  the  command,  though  most  unwilling  to  give 
up  the  pursuit,  felt  that  if  it  was  so  ordered  it  must  be  best  for  them- 
selves, after  their  few  hours'  halt  (it  could  not  be  called  rest),  to  retrace 
their  steps  that  very  night  rather  than  remain  standing  in  the  cold  and 
wet  till  morning  with  only  the  prosi)ect  before  them  of  their  return.  We 
accordingly  commenced  our  return  soon  after  1  o'clock,  and  reaching 
McCoy's  about  4,  we  rested  till  after  G  a.  m.  of  the  16th,  or  to-day,  when 
we  moved  onward,  and  with  a  single  rest  about  midway  the  command 
reached  this  place  soon  after  noon,  being  still  in  excellent  spirits,  their 
main  disappointment  being  in  not  having  been  permitted  to  continue  the 
piirsuit  of  the  rebels.  Wo  are  at  this  hour  partly  in  houses,  but  a  great 
number  out  in  the  open  air  in  the  village,  where  it  is  now  snowing  upon 
them  in  their  bivouac,  which,  added  to  their  really  great  exposure,  will| 
I  fear,  half  annihilate  their  effective  strength. 

The  main  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  expedition  are  therefore 
that  after  remaining  about  one  week  upon  Loop  Creek  awaiting  the  co- 
operation of  another  force,  and  with  my  command  of  about  3,000  men 
divided  in  four  i)ortions,  as  ordered  by  General  Rosecrans,  I  at  length 
moved  forward  with  one-half  this  force  to  meet  the  enemy  in  front  to 
the  farthest  point  of  Cotton  Hill.  There  in  the  night  after  our  first  en- 
gagement with  his  outpost  on  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  the  enemy  made 
a  most  precipitous  retreat,  leaving  portions  of  his  baggage,  wagon  loads 
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of  ammmiition,  tents,  clothing,  &c,  on  the  lonte,  besides  the  evidences 
of  the  destruction  oi  a  much  greater  portion ;  that  when  from  the  un- 
known and  difficult  nature  of  the  countiy  some  twenty  hours  had  claimed 
before  his  retreat  was  assured,  and  without  which  we  did  not  feel  it  safe 
to  pursue  him  to  his  works  at  Dickerson's  flEurm  (since  found  it  to  be  of 
the  strongest  character  for  field  works)  with  my  force,  then  of  less  than 
2,000,  and  not  one-half  of  the  least  of  his  supposed  numbers,  he  was  most 
vigorously  followed  up  by  my  command  through  rain  and  storm  and  mud 
till  overtaken  at  about  18  miles  firom  the  camp  he  lefb,  and  the  heavy 
force  of  his  rear  guard  was  there  routed  and  further  camp  equipage  taken 
after  another  action,  by  which  his  train  was  still  kept  in  advance  of  us, 
and  the  pursuit  was  still  continued  until,  from  the  ^fficult  nature  of  the 
defile  beyond,  tiie  breaking  of  bridges,  &c.,  our  exhausted  forces  needed 
to  rest  for  the  night,  when  we  were  recalled  by  the  orders  of  General 
Schenck ;  and  this  was  accomplished  with  the  loss  of  1  man  killed  and 
4  wounded  on  our  part  in  the  fight  at  Laurel  Greek  and  none  at  the 
afEiur  at  McGoy's  MiU,  while  it  is  certain  that  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was 
three  times  that  amount,  including  that  of  their  chief  colonel  of  cavalry 
killed,  and  Floyd  was  pursued  for  about  30  miles  from  his  batteries  ot 
Gauley  Bridge,  and  driven,  as  was  ascertained,  to  Baleigh,  and  for  some 
9  miles  farther  than  our  last  bivouac. 

I  can  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  had  I  not  been  ordered  to  return, 
and  had  the  forces  which  were  sent  over  the  river  been  moved  up  to 
Keton's  to  support  me,  as  I  asked  by  a  courier  that  evening  that  &ey 
should  be,  we  could  have  moved  forward  to  Baleigh  to-day,  as  I  intended, 
and,  as  I  am  well  satisfied,  captured  that  place  and  depot  with  their 
train,  and  certainly  routed,  if  not  captured,  the  whole  of  Floyd's  force. 

I  have  now  but  to  report  the  noble  conduct  of  the  forces  during  the 
most  toilsome  march^  where  through  all  their  great  exposure  in  the  storm 
upon  the  route,  and  m  bivouac,  without  shelter  against  the  rain  or  snow 
tibat  fell  in  eacn  of  the  last  three  nights,  not  a  murmur  was  heard  by 
me,  but  every  duty  was  performed  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness  and 
alacrity.  And  the  principal  officers  of  the  command  were  worthy  of  the 
men  they  led.  Of  Col.  W.  S.  Smith,  commanding  the  Thirteenth  Regi- 
ment, I  have  friequently  expressed  my  opinion  in  my  report  of  the  battle 
of  Gamifix  Ferry,  and  all  there  stated  was  here  more  than  confirmed. 
Colonel  White,  of  the  Twelfth  Eegiment,  who  has  recently  been  pro- 
moted, and  made  the  most  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  for  the 
discipline  of  his  regiment  of  fine  men,  did  not  behave  less  nobly  than  if 
he  had  been  frilly  in  most  successful  battle,  by  yielding  as  he  did  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  occasion  a  desire  with  much  of  equity  in  it,  which 
was  shared  by  himself  and  his  men,  to  lead  the  advance  of  the  march. 
Colonel  Woods,  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  at  this  time  acting  in  command  of 
the  Tenth  Eegiment,  led  that  regiment  in  advance  at  a  rapid  and  safe  pace 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  march  on  the  14th  with  great  good  judgment 
and  gallantry,  and  Captain  Schneider,  of  the  rifled  artiUery  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Eegiment,  a  very  gallant  and  deserving  officer,  was  most  prompt 
and  successful  in  the  management  of  his  guns.  Captain  McMullin, 
though  his  howitzers  were  not  brought  into  play  in  action,  was  prompt 
and  ready  at  every  point  on  the  march,  as  he  is  ever  at  every  call  of 
duty,  and  Lieutenan^Colonel  Creighton,  of  the  Seventh,  executed  the 
maneuver  from  our  right  l^nk  which  decided  the  rout  at  McCoy's  Mill 
in  most  gallant  style ;  the  Forty-fourth,  under  its  very  effective  officer. 
Major  Mitchell,  not  having  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  the 
action,  as  well  as  the  Thirty-seventh  Eegiment,  from  their  position  in 
the  rear. 
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My  high  acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  each  of  my  i)er8onal  staff 
for  ike  efficiency  and  gSlantry  on  the  field  with  which  every  dnty  was  per- 
formed. To  the  brigade  snrgeon,  Dr.  Shamard,  ever  most  watchM  over 
both  the  sarins  and  the  men  for  their  health  and  safety,  and  my  aide, 
Captain  Atkinson,  of  rare  ability  and  efficiency,  and  to  Captain  Stanage, 
acting  assistant  acUntant-general,  of  whose  excellent  conduct  I  had  the 
pleasnre  to  report  at  Camifix,  as  also  to  Captain  llallorv,  the  commis- 
sary, of  whom  my  expectations  in  that  action  were  fhlly  borne  out^  and 
to  ibe  brigade  quartermaster.  Capt.  D.  L.  Smith,  one  of  the  most  efficient 
in  his  department  in  the  service,  although  detained  by  my  orders  at  tiie 
camp,  the  highest  praise  is  due  for  his  care  and  forethought,  not  only  in 
forwarding  constantly  the  amplest  supplies  of  provisions,  but  in  having 
the  tents  which  had  been  struck  at  our  late  position  repitehed  by  the 
time  of  the  return  of  the  men  fix>m  their  toilsome  and  wearied  march 
and  amply  provided  with  all  the  necessary  comforts  of  the  camp. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  BENHAM, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  U»  8.  VolMnteen. 

M%).  J.  Dabb,  Jr.,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutani-ChsneraL 

HSADQtTABTBBS  DEPABTMBNT  WESTERN  YlBOINIA, 

Oampj  Oauleif  Mountain^  Novmnber  6, 1861. 

General:  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  sketch,  marked,  showing  the 
west  side  of  Kanawha  from  Fayette  to  Paint  Creek,  with  such  roads 
marked  as  we  have  information  ot  Yon  will  find  smaller  sketch, 
which  shows  the  information  we  can  collect  about  the  country  between 
Loop  Creek  and  the  Fayette  road.  A  memoir  inclosed  explains  this. 
You  have  received  telegraphic  orders  to  cross  the  Kanawha  with 
effective  force,  and  also,  subsequently,  to  establish  yourself  solidly  and 
comfortably  over  there,  holding  the  mouth  of  Paint  by  small  watch 
guard,  and  occupying  Loop  Creek  up  to  a  good  point  of  the  main 
branch,  far  enough  a^ve  Tyler's  to  secure  that  thoroughly  against  a 
movement  or  regiment  or  two  down  from  Kiucaid's,  and  then  secure 
the  road  up  the  left-hand  branch  of  Loop  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  so 
that  we  can  use  the  passage  at  or  near  some  point  X  9  due  [f].  Should 
also  secure  the  heights  above  the  creek  by  a  line  of  pickets  judiciously 
placed  and  carefully  concealed. 

It  may  become  necessary  to  combine  our  forces  and  operate  on  the 
left-hand  branch  at  the  same  time  by  way  of  Eincaid's,  to  cut  off  their 
rear,  and  your  object  will  be  to  secure  to  us  the  use  of  these  routes,  at 
least  to  the  points  referred  to.  The  advantages  of  this  will  be  that 
should  we  be  unable  to  cross  in  their  rear  above,  thus  we  may  still 
have  a  chance  of  operating  on  their  rear  in  that  direction.  Whether 
we  shall  be  able  to  cross  the  New  Biver  with  chances  of  success  will 
probably  be  determined  when  the  examination  that  is  going  on  shall 
be  completed  and  reported  to  me.  I  will  then  communicate  to  you  any 
modifications  deemed  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  result  of  the 
reconnaissance. 

I  again  repeat,*  make  ample  provision  for  the  covering  and  subsist- 
ence of  your  troops  in  solid  position  and  have  convenient  communica- 
tion between  your  headquarters  and  the  opposite  shore  and  below. 
Have  the  road  up  Loop  and  above  you  on  the  Kanawha  examined  and 
repaired  so  as  to  make  it  passable,  but  avoid  exciting  observation. 
Admonish  your  field  officers  of  the  day  to  do  all  they  can  to  perfect  the 
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goaid  and  oatpost  daties,  and  take  evet^  practicable  means  of  increas- 
ing  the  efficiency  and  certainty  with  which  the  troops  can  act. 
Very  respectfdlly,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

W.  8.  EO8B0BANS, 
Brigadter-Oeneralj  U.  8.  Army. 

Brig.  Oen*  H.  W.  Benham,  Oamp  HuddUiUm. 


No.  5. 


Bi^rt  of  OoL  Carr  B.  WhiUj^  Twelfth  Ohio  Infantry ^  of  skirmish  on 

Lawrel  Creek,  November  12. 

Camp  Huddlbston,  Ya*^  November  18, 1861. 

Snt :  At  the  skirmish  on  Laurel  Greek  at  the  crossing  of  the  Kanawha 
and  Fayetteville  road,  Company  H,  Twelfth  Begiment,  which  was  de- 
tached tern  my  command  in  the  morning  as  an  advance  guard,  under 
command  of  CoL  W.  S.  Smith,  with  Gompany  A,  Thirteenth,  had  3 
men  wounded  severely,  1  of  whom  has  since  died,  viz:  Corporal 
Samuel  Burke,  since  dead;  Private  John  S.  Kirk  and  Private  George 
S.  Beed.  In  a  soont  on  the  10th  instant,  conducted  by  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hiues,  of  the  Twelfth,  and  Captain  Atkinson,  of  your  staff^ 
Carey  Johnson,  Gompany  B,  was  severely  wounded. 

G.  B.  WHITB. 

Brig.  Qen.  H.  W.  Benham. 


Na  6. 


Eeport  of  Col  WiUiam  8.  8mith,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry j  of  skirmishes 
(November  12)  on  Laurel  Creek  and  {November  14)  near  MeCo^s  MUL 

Headquabtebs  Thirteenth  Bbgiment  O.  Y.  L, 

Camp  Snddleston,  Fa.,  November  18, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  my  regiment  in  the  recent  rout  and  pursuit  of  Floyd's  forces : 

On  the  0th  instant,  at  4.30  o^clook  p.  m.,  we  crossed  the  Kanawha 
BivOT,  together  with  the  remaining  portion  of  the  First  Provisional 
Brigade,  under  command  of  Brigadier-Qeneral  Benham^  and  encamped 
near  the  mouth  of  Loop  Creek,  where  we  remained  until  the  mommg 
of  the  12fii  instant.  We  then  marched  up  the  left  bank  of  the  Ka- 
nawha Biver  to  Montgomery's  Ferry,  and  thence  by  the  Fayette  road 
over  Cotton  Hill  to  a  point  near  the  crossing  of  Laurel  Creek,  my  regi- 
ment leading  the  column. 

While  tiie  command  was  yet  upon  the  eastern  declivity  of  Cotton 
HiUa  halt  was  ordered  by  General  Benham,  and  Captain  Carey's  com- 
pany of  the  Twelfth  Ohio  and  Captain  Beach's  company  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Ohio  were  ordered  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the  Laurel  Creek 
tavine  just  in  advance  of  us  and  through  which  our  road  lay  for  the 
distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  These  companies  had  but  &irly  entered  the 
ravine  when*  they  came  upon  a  strong  outpost  of  the  enemy  lying  in 
ambush.  A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  our  men  instantly  takmg  cover 
and  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  was  poured  in  upon  them 
at  short  range.    Both  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  coolness 
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and  intrepidity,  driving  the  enemy  steadily  before  them  until  he  was 
strongly  re-enforced,  when  General  Benharo,  after  having  ordered  a 
detachment  of  tiie  Thirty-seventh  Begiment  forward  to  support  Captain 
Beach,  ordered  our  skirmishers  to  retire,  and  sent  my  regiment  forward 
to  scour  the  woods  and  bring  off  the  wounded.  In  this  skirmish  John 
Bemley,  of  Company  A,  Thirteenth  Begiment,  was  killed,  and  John 
Heister,  of  the  same  company,  was  very  severely  wounded.  Several  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  to  fall,  and  one  of  them  was  found  dead  upon 
the  field  the  following  day,  not  carried  off,  after  having  been  dragged  a 
long  distance. 

The  night  of  the  12th  we  bivouacked  on  Cotton  Hill,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th  moved  forward  toward  Fayette.  After  proceeding  about 
2  biiles  we  discovered  an  intrenchment  on  a  high  hill  about  a  mile  ahead, 
and  so  situated  that,  although  but  a  few  men  could  be  seen,  we  found  it 
impossible  to  ascertain  for  a  certainty  whether  it  was  held  by  the  enemy 
in  force  until  we  had  consumed  about  six  hours  in  scaling  the  surround- 
ing heights.  It  was  at  last  discovered  that  the  work  had  been  entirely 
abandoned  by  the  enemy,  and  we  again  pushed  forward  and  bivouacked 
about  1  mile  beyond  the  Dickerson  flEunn.  Here  we  rested  but  four  hours, 
and  then  marched  forward  again  through  Fayette,  continuing  our  march 
until  the  moon  set,  about  3  o^clock  a.  m.,  when  we  halted  at  a  point  5 
miles  beyond  Fayette,  in  the  direction  of  Baleigh.  Here  we  rested  until 
about  6  a.  m.  (14th),  and  then  moved  forward  again,  keeping  our  skir- 
mishers well  out  on  both  flanks.  We  had  proceed  but  about  4  miles 
when  my  skirmishing  company,  under  command  of  Captain  Gardner, 
came  suddenly  upon  a  scouting  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  number- 
ing 40  men.  A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  during  which  Col.  St  George 
Croghan  was  mortally  wounded.  Several  of  his  men,  as  he  stated,  were 
also  wounded,  though  they  escaped,  leaving  their  horses  to  the  number 
of  five.  The  colonel  was  left  at  a  farm  house  by  his  men  and  treated 
with  the  utmost  kindness  by  our  assistant  surgeon,  Dr.  Chase,  up  to 
near  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  at  2  o^clock  p.  m. 

After  this  skirmish  we  moved  forward  and  came  upon  the  enemy  in 
force  near  McCoy's  Mill,  where  the  firing  became  so  sharp,  that  our  forces 
were  immediately  disposed  for  battle.  Companies  A,  D,  F,  and  I,  of 
my  regiment,  were  immediately  thrown  well  to  the  front  as  skirmishers 
and  put  under  cover.  The  remainder  of  my  regiment  was  thrown  be- 
hind the  crest  of  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the  road.  When  these  disposi- 
tions had  been  made,  different  regiments  of  the  enemy  were  seen  to  be 
retreating  over  the  distant  hills,  and  a  body  of  cavalry,  apparently  400 
strong,  was  seen  winding  around  the  base  of  a  hill  about  Imile  distant 
I  immediately  put  one  of  my  two  rifled  cannons,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Schneider,  in  a  position  from  which  we  had  an  enfilading  fijre 
upon  the  road,  ana  opened  upon  the  enemy's  cavalry,  throwing  them 
into  the  utmost  confusion  and  putting  them  to  flight  At  the  firot  dis- 
charge from  the  rifled  gun  the  enemy's  skirmishers  broke  from  their 
cover  and  ran,  taking  the  fire  of  the  four  comi>anies  constituting  our 
advance  as  they  went.  Here,*again,  several  were  seen  to  fall,  and  in 
their  precipitate  retreat  they  threw  away  their  guns  and  equipments, 
•  which  we  found  strewn  in  every  direction  on  the  field.  The  enemy 
seemed  thoroughly  demoralized  and  thoughtful  only  of  a  safe  retreat 

Our  olficers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage, 
their  obedience  to  orders  and  the  accuracy  of  their  aim  eliciting  my 
highest  admii*ation.*    As  the  enemy  ran  we  pursued,  following  him  as 

*  In  Beparate  letters  Colonel  Smith  specially  notices  the  gallantry  of  Capts.  Albert  F. 
Beach  and  Isaac  B.  Gardner  and  Private  Robert  K.  Sies. 


•»•. 
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&r  as  the  Blake  fsam^  which  we  reached  at  4  o^dock  p.  m.  Here  a  halt 
was  ordered,  as  onr  men  were  exceedingly  weary,  and  it  was  ascertained 
that  the  enemy  were  so  far  ahead  of  us  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  over- 
take him  again  before  nightfall.  We  were  moreover  with  short  rations, 
and  were  informed  that  none  coold  come  forward,  for  as  that  night. 

At  about  2  o'clock  a.  m.  (15th)  we  started  on  our  retnm,  and  reached 
Fayette  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  The  following  day  (I6th)  we  returned  to 
this  camp,  having  been  exposed  to  ten  days  of  such  hardships  as  men 
are  rarely  called  upon  to  endure,  but  exultant  that  it  had  been  our 
privilege  to  give  the  last  chase  from  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha  to 
the  very  troops  which  first  fled  before  us  firom  Eipley  before  the  ad- 
vance of  our  troops  up  the  valley,  and  having  driven  General  Floyd  and 
his  forces  nearly  40  miles  from  his  position  in  sight  of  the  headquarters 
of  this  department  of  our  army. 

Yery  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  S.  SMITH, 
Oolonelj  Commanding  Thirtemth  Regiment  0.  V,  L 

Capt.  Jajces  O.  Stanaoe,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerdl, 


Ko.  7. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  John  B.  Floyd.  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquabtebs  Abscy  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  Diokersony  November  7, 1861. 

Sm :  I  asked  instructions  from  the  War  Department  nearly  two  weeks 
since  as  to  the  best  point  to  be  occupied  by  this  command  as  winter 
quarters.*  In  my  previous  dispatches  I  attempted  to  present  such  flEtcts 
and  reasons  as  would  possess  the  Department  of  my  views  upon  the  gen- 
eral policy  which  might  be  considered  in  determining  the  point.  Since 
that  time  I  have  marched  to  this  point,  and  have  driven  the  enemy  en- 
tirely across  the  Kanawha,  where,  except  the  very  hurried  predatory 
parties,  he  is  now  strictly  confined.  I  send  you  herewith  a  sketch  t  of 
the  country  immediately  around  here,  which  will  enable  you  to  see  at  a 
glance  our  iK)sition,  that  of  the  enemy,  and  to  understand  what  has 
been  accomplished  by  the  movement  to  the  Kanawha. 

When  I  crossed  New  River  the  enemy  were  in  possession  of  all  the 
country  on  the  south  side  of  Kanawha  Biver  as  far  as  Raleigh  Court- 
House.  They  had  laid  waste  the  village  of  Fayetteville  and  the  coun- 
try upon  their  lines  of  march.  They  had  penetrated  within  70  miles  of 
the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  and  had  produced  the  greatest 
alarm  amongst  the  people  of  Mercer,  Gile^,  and  Monroe,  who  felt  that 
whilst  the  enemy  could  with  impunity  occupy  this  region  (Fayette  and 
Baleigh  Counties),  there  could  be  no  safety  for  them  even  in  their  homes. 
The  feeling  of  confidence  and  security  is  now  fully  realized  by  all  the 
country  in  the  rear  of  us,  Jnd  it  becomes  a  question  of  great  importance 
to  select  a  proper  ]>oint  for  winter  quarters,  that  the  advantage  we  have 
gained  may  not  be  lost,  and  that  the  people  may  remain  at  their  homes 
following  their  regular  pursuits.  This  point  itself  presents  many  ad- 
vantages. The  position  is  strong.  Our  right  flank  is  completely  pro- 
tected by  the  elififs  of  New  River  and  the  Gorge  of  Piney  for  the  dis- 
■■■  ■  -  I ■  ■  ■  ■ —  ■■■'■■■— 

*  See  Bei^andn  to  Floyd,  November  15^  hi "  Coixespondence,  etc./'i»08(. 
tSot  found. 
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tanoe  of  40  inOes*  Oar  firont  can  be  easily  rendered  impregnable  to 
Ave  times  car  number.  It  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  enemy, 
where  we  annoy  him  constantly,  and  holding  it,  he  is  anable  to  advance 
upon  us  except  with  an  overwhelming  force,  or  to  advance  npon  Lewis- 
bnrg.  or  to  leave  his  position  without  abandoning  the  great  connecting 
link  between  the  northwest  proper,  the  railroad  at  Clarksburg,  and  the 
Kanawha  Valley,  and  I  think  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  enemy  to 
hold  his  position  if  we  had  guns  of  large  caliber. 

Fuel  here  is  extremely  abundant  and  the  exposure  a  good  one  for 
the  mountains.  The  chief  obstacle  to  this  point  is  the  difficulty  of 
transportation.  The  line  is  100  miles  long  from  the  railroad,  over  a 
mountain  road  (not  macadamised)  which  b^omes  very  deep  and  mudd^ 
in  the  winter.  Probably  most  of  the  advantages  pertaining  to  this 
position  could  be  realized  by  falling  back  to  the  point  at  or  near 
Baleigh  Gourt-House,  35  miles  nearer  the  railroad,  but  to  fidl  back  be- 
yond that  point.  I  am  very  clearly  convinced,  would  prove  extremely 
disastrous  to  tne  country  and  to  our  cause  in  this  region.  Colonel 
Bussell,  of  Mississippi,  takes  this  communication,  and  is  fully  j^ossessed 
of  my  views,  which  he  can,  if  you  choose,  explain  more  in  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha, 

Hon.  J.  P.  BXKJAMIN,  Secretary  of  War. 


Hbadquastebs  Abmy  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  Fineyj  November  19, 1861. 

Bib  :  In  execution  of  a  general  plan,  of  which  you  were  fully  advised  in 
my  last  dispatch,  I  succeeded  [November  1]  in  placing  my  guns  in  batteiy 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Kanawha  Eiver,  near  the  junction  of  the  New 
and  Gauley  Bivers.  This  I  accomplished  after  much  toduous  labor,  by 
transporting  by  hand  the  guns  over  a  very  abrupt  and  precipitous 
locality  for  the  distance  of  several  miles.  When  they  were  gotten  in 
position  they  proved  a  source  of  considerable  annoyance  to  the  enemy. 
Thev  not  only  bore  upon  the  ferry  where  formerly  stood  the  Gauley 
Bridge,  but  commanded  for  some  considerable  distance  the  road  by 
which  the  enemy  transported  his  provisions.  The  result  was  that  the 
plying  of  his  ferry-boats  across  the  Gauley  was  stopped,  one  of  them 
sunk,  and  all  transportation  over  the  road  by  day  cut  off.  The  sharp- 
shooters, too,  whom  I  posted  on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  under  cover 
of  my  large  guns,  harassed  him  very  much.  The  range  was  too  great 
for  the  very  successful  use  of  small  arms :  still  at  certain  points  on  the 
river  many  of  his  horses  were  killed  and  not  less  than  50  men.  This 
blow  was  inflicted  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  our  side  or  the  sustain- 
ing of  a  wound.  In  this  juncture  of  afEebirs,  had  a  vigorous  advance  from 
the  direction  of  Sewell  Mountain  and  the  Hawk's  Nest  been  made  upon 
the  enemy  it  would  have  compelled  him  either  to  meet  this  attack  and 
leave  his  rear  open  to  my  forces,  or  to  cross  the  river  in  order  to  fight 
me,  in  the  face  of  my  guns  and  in  open  boats,  pressed  by  the  column 
advancing  from  the  Hawk's  Nest,  or  to  take  position  at  a  lower  point 
on  the  Elanawha.  In  either  of  these  cases  we  could  have  engaged  him 
with  many  advantages  to  us,  and  it  is  my  conviction  would  have  achieved 
a  victory  over  him.  The  advance  of  such  a  force  I  hoped  for  when  I 
left  my  position  on  Sewell  Mountain,  and  regretted  that  the  emergency 
of  the  service  at  Cheat  Mountain  rendered  it  necessary,  in  the  judgment 
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of  Oeneral  Lee,  to  send  the  force  to  that  point  which  I  hoped  would 
(XHiperate  with  me. 

Sach  was  the  position  of  the  two  forces  for  three  weeks.  Daring 
this  time  there  was  incessant  skirmishing  from  across  the  river,  resolt- 
ing  firom  the  superiority  of  onr  position  uniformly  in  our  fkvor,  and 
daring  this  time,  though  employed  in  constant  efforts  to  cross  the  river, 
the  enemy  succeeded  in  but  one  instance.  He  threw  over^  under  cover 
of  night,  a  force  of  about  100  men,  led  by  Ck>lonel  De  Yilliers.  They 
attacked  the  guard  of  one  of  the  guns,  who,  commanded  by  M^jor  Thor- 
bom,  gskllantly  met  and  repulsed  them,  after  killing  several  and  cap- 
toring  6.    Colonel  De  Yilliers  very  narrowly  escaped  bdng  captured. 

On  the  night  of  this  skirmish  the  enemy  received  a  re-enforcement  of 
5,000  from  Ohio.  They  landed  at  the  mouth  of  Loop  Greek,  with  the 
view  of  intercepting  my  retreat  should  this  become  necessary  or  of  fall- 
ing upon  my  rear  or  upon  my  left  flank  in  case  of  a  general  engagement. 
13iebetter  to  watch  the  movements  of  this  column,  I  fell  back  3  miles  from 
Cotton  Hill  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  intersection  of  the  Loop  Creek 
loiid  and  the  turnpike  upon  which  my  force  was.  The  enemy  advanced 
in  force  from  Cotton  Hill.  I  ordered  tiiree  regiments  to  meet  them.  A 
warm  skirmish  followed,  which  had  resulted  in  a  general  engagement 
between  these  forces  had  not  the  enemy,  though  much  superior  in  num- 
bers and  in  positions  of  their  own  selection^  disgracefully  retreated. 
The  conduct  of  our  men.  who  were  engaged  m  this  action  under  my 
own  eye,  was  gallant  ana  worthy  of  commendation.  The  position  which 
I  had  selected  was  very  strong,  so  much  so  that,  with  my  force  inferior 
in  numbers  to  either  eolunm  of  the  enemy,  I  had  been  willing,  in  fact 
desired,  to  engage  him  there.  I  would  have  done  so  with  strong  confi- 
dence of  success.  He,  however,  declined  attacking  me,  and  I,  deeming 
it  prudent  to  have  a  position  beyond  the  intersections  of  the  many  roads 
leading  from  the  Kanawha  Biver  with  the  turnpike,  fell  back  upon  Loop 
Mountain.  The  enemy  followed,  but  with  great  timidity.  Near  this 
point  [McCoy's  Mil],  November  14]  a  skirmisn  occurred  between  scout- 
ing parties,  in  which  I  am  grieved  to  inform  the  Department  Lieut.  Col. 
Bt  George  Groghan  was  kflled.  Colonel  Croghan  was  one  of  the  most 
gallant  officers  in  the  service.  His  bravery  and  gentlemanly  demeanor, 
which  characterized  him  to  his  latest  breath,  rendered  him  dear  to  all 
who  knew  him.  His  death  has  cast  a  gloom  over  the  spirits  of  ttie 
entire  army.    In  this  no  one  shares  more  sincerely  than  I  do. 

I  may  be  allowed  here  to  state  that  the  column  which  advanced  from 
the  mouth  of  Loop  Creek  was  piloted  along  obscure  and  unused  paths 
by  two  men  recently  discharged  from  confinement  in  Bichmond.  I 
would  respectfully  but  most  urgently  caU  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment to  this  matter,  and  woula  suggest  that  under  no  circumstances 
Bhoidd  a  traitor  be  let  loose  upon  uie  country  who  has  been  arrested 
and  sent  to  Bichmond  by  this  army,  except,  upon  a  careful  weighing  of 
all  the  testimony  in  his  case,  he  proves  himself  innocent.  In  some  cases 
tiie  witnesses  are  inaccessible  at  a  given  time.  Of  one  thing,  however,  the 
Department  may  be  well  assured,  such  a  character  is  never  arrested  by 
my  act  or  authority  unless  his  liberty  is  dangerous  to  the  public  safety. 

In  my  position  on  Loop  Mountain  the  enemy  declined  attacking  me, 
hat  retreated  from  that  to  Gauley  in  a  very  disorderly  manner.  It  was, 
however,  one  of  no  strategic  value.  I  thought  it  best  to  fall  back  to 
this  position  on  Finey  Creek.  Here  I  have  been  for  two  days.  The 
position  is  impregnable.  Here  I  hoped  to  winter  my  forces,  but  I  find 
the  country  so  stripped  of  its  means  of  subsistence,  in  the  first  place  by 
the  militia  and  then  by  the  forces  under  my  command,  that  I  have  been 
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forced  to  surrender  this  hope.  In  addition  to  this,  the  road  for  12  or  15 
miles  east  of  this  point  is  at  present  almost  impassable.  Under  these 
circamstances  I  deem  it  best  to  take  position  on  New  Biver,  where  subsist- 
ence for  the  men  and  beasts  may  be  had  in  abundance. 

I  take  occasion  here  to  state  that  some  two  weeks  since  I  ordered 
Colonel  Clarkson,  in  command  of  my  cavalry,  to  proceed  in  the  direction 
of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  and  to  strike  the  enemy  a  blow  whenever  and  wher- 
ever he  thoug]it  it  prudent  to  do  so.  He  went  as  far  as  the  town  of  Guy- 
andotte,  attacked  a  force  of  the  enemy  about  300  strong  stationed  there 
[November  10],  and^  to  use  his  own  language,  annihilated  them.  He 
took  05  prisoners,  killed  or  drowned  the  remainder,  and  captured  about 
300  Enfield  rifles.  The  prisoners  I  have  the  honor  to  send  to  Richmond. 
Colonel  Ciarkson  executed  his  mission  in  the  most  satisfactoiy  and  gal- 
lant manner,  and  merits  the  highest  commendation. 

Hoping  that  the  several  movements  above  detailed  of  the  army  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  command  may  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 

Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War. 


OCTOBEE  aO»  1B61.— Reeonnaiflsanoe  to  Huiter's  Mill  and  Thornton  Sta- 
tion, Virginia. 

Report  of  Maj.  Amiel  W.  Whipple^  U.  8.  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Aelington,  Va.,  October  22, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Sunday  last,  in  compliance 
with  the  orders  of  Msyor-Oeneral  McCall,  I  made  a  reconnaissance  fix)m 
Dranesville  to  Hunter's  Mill  and  Thornton  Station,  on  the  Loudoun 
and  Hampshire  Bailway.  1  left  Dranesville  with  10  mounted  men 
under  the  command  of  a  lieutenant,  and  near  Hunter's  Mill  met  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Kane  with  a  battalion  of  the  Tiger-tail  Bangers,  who 
had  a  skirmish  with  a  detachment  of  secessionists  at  that  place,  and 
routed  them.  This  position  is  one  of  some  military  importance,  and 
can  be  defended  by  us  against  a  superior  force  approaching  by  the 
Fairfax  road.  Thence  we  ascended  by  a  road  upon  the  north  side  of 
tbe  railway.  Entered  the  road  leading  from  Lewinsville  to  Fryingpan. 
Left  it  at  the  crossing  of  the  railroad,  and  took  a  less  traveled  road 
through  woods  north  of  railway.  Crossed  headwaters  of  Colville  Bun, 
and  came  to  Thornton's  Station.  Here  wore  a  few  secession  cavalry, 
who,  after  showing  a  disposition  to  make  a  stand,  fled.  Thence,  by  a 
road  which  seemed  at  night  pretty  level  and  smooth,  we  returned  in  a 
direction  nearly  north  to  Dranesville.  The  road  by  Hunter's  Mill  is  the 
main  road  from  that  region  to  Fairfax  Conrt-House,  and  is  moderately 
good.  Colonel  Kane  afibrded  every  facility  for  the  reconnaissance  in 
his  power,  and  kindly  gave  me  the  odometer  distances  taken  under  his 
direction. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Major  of  Engineers. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  N.  Macomb,  A.  D.  C,  Corps  of  Efigineers. 
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OCTOBER  21-24,  1861.— Operatiom  on  the  Potomao  netr  Leetbnrg,  Va., 
indiidiBg  eiigii^g;«meiit  at  BaU*i  Bluff*  (21ft)  and  aetion  (22d)  near  Sd- 
wajrds  Ferry* 

RB3PORT8,  srrc.t 

Ko.    1. — Vmj,  Gen.  Qeoige  B.  IfeClelUui,  U.  8.  Amiy,  witlLorden. 

No.   S.— Brig.  Qen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  U.  8.  Amiy. 

No.   3. — ^RetomofoatDaltiMinthelJiiioiifinoM. 

No.   4. — CoL  CharieB  DeTons,  Fifteenth  MaaMMshnsetts  InHuitix. 

No.   &— CoL  Edward  W.  Hinks,  Nineteenth  Maaeaohneetti  Inliuitix. 

No.   e.— Lieat.  CoL  Franois  W.  Palftey,  Twentieth  Maaeachnaette  Infantry. 

No.   7.— Capt  William  F.  BarUett,  Twentieth  MaMaohnaetts  Infantry. 

No.   &— Col.  Milton  Cogawell,  Forty-aecond  New  York  Infantry. 

No.    9. — ^Lieat.  CoL  Jamea  J.  Mooney,  Forty-aecond  New  York  Infiuitry. 

No.  10. — client.  CoL  Isaac  J.  Wiatar,  Seyenty-flxst  Pennaylvania  Infantry. 

Na  11.— Capt.  F.  O.  Yoong,  U.  8.  Army,  of  Colonel  Baker'a  etaft 

Na  IS. — ^Brig.  Oen.  Charka  P.  Stone,  U.  S.  Army,  of  operationa  oppoaite  Edwaida 
Ferry,  October  S3-84. 

No.  13. — ^Brig.  Gen.  WiUia  A*  Gorman,  U.  8.  Army,  of  operationa  oppoaite  Edwaida 
Ferry,  October  21-84. 

No.  14. — Mi^.  John  Mix,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  veconnaiaaance  and  akirmiah, 
October  21,  on  Leeabarg  road. 

No.  IS. — Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Abercrombie,  U.  8.  Army,  of  operationa  oppoaite  Ed- 
warda  Ferry,  October  22-24. 

No.  16. — Mi^'  ^^  Nathaniel  P.  Banka,  U.  8.  Army,  of  march  to  re-enforce  Brigadier- 
General  Stone. 

No.  17. — ^Francia  L.  Bnxton,  U.  8.  Secret  Service,  of  Confederate  atrength  at  Leea- 
barg, Ya. 

No.  18.— Brig.  Gen.  Charlea  P.  Stone,  U.  8.  Army,  (letter)  to  chairman  of  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Conduct  of  the  War. 

No.  19.— Secretary  of  War  (letter)  to  Speaker  of  the  Hooae  of  BepreaentatiTea. 

No.  20.— General  G.  T.  Beanregard,  C.  8.  Army,  with  congratnlatory  ozdera. 

Na  2L— Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evana,  C.  S.  Army,  indoding  action  October  22,  with  oor- 
reapondence. 

No.  22.- Betom  of  caaoaltiea  in  the  Confederate  forcea,  October  21-22. 

No.  23.— CoL  William  Barkadale,  Thirteenth  Miaaiaaippi  Influitry,  of  operationa  Octo- 
ber 21, 22. 

No.  24.— Capt.  W.  J.  Eckford,  Thirteenth  Miaaiaaippi  Infantry,  of  action  near  Edwaida 
Ferry. 

No.  2&— Capt  L.  D.  Fletcher,  Thirteenth  Miaaiaaippi  Infiemtry. 

No.  26.— CoL  W.  8.  Featheraton,  Seventeenth  Miaaiaaippi  Infantry. 

No.  27.— Lieut.  CoL  John  McGnirk,  Seventeenth  Miaaiaaippi  Infantry,  of  eventa  Octo- 
ber 20-23. 

No.  28.— Capt.  W.  L.  Daf^  Seventeenth  Miaaiaaippi  Influitry. 

No.  29.— Lient.  CoL  Thomaa  M.  Griffin,  Eighteenth  Miaaiaaippi  Infantry. 

No.  30.— CoL  Eppa  Hnnton,  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 

No.  31.— CoL  Walter  H.  Jenifer,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

*  Thia  engagement  ia  alao  known  aa  the  battle  of  Leeabarg,  Hairiaon'a  laland,  or 
Coorad'a  Ferry, 
t  Of  engagement  at  Ball'a  Blaff,  when  not  otherwlae  indicated. 

19  B  B— TOL  T 
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No.  L 
Report  of  MaJ.  Oen.  George  B.  MeOleUan^*  U.  8.  Army^  ioitk  ordere. 

HSABQUABTEBS  ABMT  OF  THE  POTOMAO, 

WaehingUmj  Natember  1, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  Bri£pAdier-General  Stone^s 
report  of  the  engagement  near  Leesborg  on  the  2l8t  ultimo.  I  also 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  telegram  sent  by  me  to  General  Stone  on  the 
20th  [A],  being  the  same  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  his  report  as  the 
basis  of  his  movements.  I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  his  telegram  in  reply  on 
same  date  [B].  My  telegram  did  not  contemplate  the  making  an  attack 
upon  the  enemy  or  the  crossing  of  the  river  in  force  by  any  portion  of 
General  Stone's  command,  and,  not  Miticipating  snch  movement,  I  had 
ox)on  the  20th  directed  Mt^or-General  McOall  to  return  with  his  division 
on  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  from  Dranesville  to  the  camp  from  which  he 
had  advanced,  provided  the  reconnaissances  intmsted  to  him  shoald 
have  been  then  completed.  Being  advised  by  telegrams  from  General 
Stone,  received  daring  the  day  and  evening  of  the  21st,  of  the  crossing 
of  the  river,  the  fall  of  Colonel  Baker,  die  check  sustained  by  our 
troops,  and  that  nearly  all  his  (Stone's)  force  had  crossed  the  river,  I 
sent  to  him  at  Edwards  Ferry  the  following  telegram  at  10.30  p.  m. : 
'^  Intrench  yourself  on  the  Virginia  side  and  await  re-enforcements  if 
necessary."  1  immediately  telegraphed  Mi^or-General  Banks  to  pro- 
ceed wit&  the  three  bri^^es  of  his  division  to  the  support  of  General 
Stone,  and  advisins  Uie  latter  that  he  would  be  thus  supported,  I 
directed  him  to  hold  his  position  at  all  hazards.  On  the  22d  I  went 
peraonally  to  the  scene  of  operations,  and  after  ascertaining  that  the 
enemy  were  strengthening  tiiemselves  at  Leesburg,  and  that  our  means 
of  crossing  and  recrossing  were  very  insufficient,  I  withdrew  our  forces 
from  the  Virginia  side. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McGLELLAN, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  C7.  &  Army. 

The  Hon.  Sbobbtaby  of  Wab. 

[iDcloran  A.] 

Gamp  Gbiffin,  9etaber  20, 1861. 

Bxigadier-(}eneral  Stonb,  PoolesvUle : 

General  McGlellan  desires  me  to  inform  yon  that  General  McOall 
occupied  Dranesville  yesterday  and  is  still  there.  Will  send  out  heavy 
reconnaissances  to-day  in  all  directions  from  that  point.  The  general 
desires  that  you  keep  a  good  lookout  upon  Leesburg,  to  see  if  this  move- 
ment has  the  effect  to  drive  them  away.  Perhaps  a  slight  demonstra- 
tion on  your  part  would  have  tlie  effect  to  move  them. 

A.  V.  COLBUBN, 

AdjuUmt'ChierdL 


[Indotore  B.] 

Poolesvillb,  Ootoh^r  20, 1861. 
MajorGeneral  MoGlellan: 

Made  a  feint  of  crossing  at  this  place  this  afternoon,  and  at  the  same 
time  started  a  reconnoitering  par^  towards  Leesburg  from  Harrison's 

*See  also  McClellan's  report,  pp.  dSr^  and  Fry  to  McDowell^  Ootober  S4,  in 
"  CorreBpondencOi  Jdtc»f"pQ$U 
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Island.  Enemy's  pickets  retired  to  intrenchments.  Beport  of  recon- 
noitering  paort^  not  yet  received.  I  have  means  of  crossing  125  men 
once  in  ten  minntes  at  each  of  two  points.    River  Mling  slowly. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-Oenerah 


GXREBAL  OBDBBS,  )  HDQBS.  ABMY  OF  THB  POTOKAG, 

No.  31.  I  Wa8hinffton,  October  22, 1861. 

The  m&jor-general  commanding,  with  sincere  sorrow,  annontices  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  the  death  of  Col.  Edward  D.  Baker,  who  fell 
glorionsly  in  battle  on  the  evening  of  Monday,  the  21st  of  October,  1861, 
near  Leesbnrg,  Y a. 

The  gallant  dead  had  many  titles  to  honor.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  was  a  member  of  the  United  States  Senate  for  Oregon,  and  it  is  no 
injQstice  to  any  survivor  to  say  that  one  of  the  most  eloquent  voices  in 
that  Olnstrions  body  has  been  silenced  by  his  faU.  As  a  patriot,  zealoas 
for  the  honor  and  interests  of  his  adopted  country,  he  has  been  distin- 
gnished  in  two  wars,  and  has  now  sealed  with  his  blood  his  devotion  to 
the  national  flag.  Cut  off  in  the  fullness  of  his  powers  ae  a  statesman, 
and  in  the  course  of  a  brilliant  career  as  a  soldier,  while  the  countiy 
mourns  his  loss,  his  brothers  in  arms  will  envy  while  they  lament  his 
&te.  He  died  as  a  soldier  would  wi^  to  die,  amid  the  shock  of  battle, 
by  voice  and  example  animating  his  men  to  brave  deeds. 

The  remains  of  the  deceased  will  be  interred  in  this  city  with  the 
honors  due  to  his  rank,  and  the  ftineral  arrangements  will  be  ordered  by 
Brig.  Gen.  Silas  Casey. 

As  an  appropriate  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  the 
usual  badge  of  military  mourning  will  be  worn  for  the  period  of  thirty 
days  by  the  officers  of  the  brigade  lately  under  his  command. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan :  

S.  WILLIAMS, 
A88ista>nt  Adjutant-OeneraU 


Gensrai.  Obdbbs,  )  Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  32.  I  Washington,  October  25, 1861.. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  desires  to 
offer  his  tiianks,  and  to  express  Ms  admiration  of  their  conduct,  to  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  detachments  of  the  Fifteenth  and  Twentieth 
Massachusetts,  First  California,  and  Tammany  Eegiments.  the  First 
U.  S.  Artillery,  and  Rhode  Island  Battery,  engaged  in  the  affair  of  Mon- 
day last  near  Harrison's  Island.  The  gallantry  and  discipline  there 
displayed  deserved  a  more  fortunate  result ;  but  situated  as  these  troops 
were— cut  off  alike  fh)m  retreat  and  re-enforcements,  and  attacked  by  an 
overwhelming  force,  5,000  against  L700— it  was  not  possible  that  the 
issue  could  have  been  successful.  Under  happier  auspices  such  devo- 
tion will  insure  victory.  The  general  commanding  feels  increased  con- 
fidence in  General  Stone's  division,  and  is  sure  that  when  they  next 
meet  the  enemy  they  will  fuUy  retrieve  this  check,  for  which  they  are 
not  accountable. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
AeeUtant  Adjutant-  General. 
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No.  2. 

Beparts  of  Brig.  Oen,  Charles  P.  Stane^  XT.  8.  Army^  wUk  orders. 

Headquabtebs  Oobps  of  Obsbbyation, 

PoolesviUe^  October  19, 1861. 

Obnebal  :  The  following  is  the  sobstauce  of  informatioii  derived 
firom  an  intelligent  mulatto  teamster,  who  deserted  firom  the  Thirteenth 
Mississippi  Begiment,  near  Leesborg,  and  came  in  last  night;  was 
brought  before  me  to-day. 

Was  at  Manassas  last  week,  Tuesday;  went  there  to  get  a  load  of 
pickled  pork,  which  came  by  railroad  from  Mississippi.  At  Manassas 
saw  a  great  many  fortifications ;  most  of  them  built  of  bags  of  sand,  some 
built  of  rails,  with  dirt  thrown  up  in  front.  Saw  a  great  many  guns,  all 
iron,  rounded  off  like  at  the  butt;  saw  as  many  as  Mty  of  these  guns; 
great  many  soldiers  drilling  them,  They  were  expecting  a  fight  at  Fair- 
fax Gourt-House  and  at  Leesburg.  He  was  at  Fair&x  Gourt-House  on 
Tuesday  last  for  a  load  of  flour.  They  were  then  expecting  an  imme- 
diate attack  there  and  were  sending  off  large  quantities  of  stores  to 
Manassas.  Went  into  the  office  wim  the  wagon  master  to  get  a  pass, 
and  saw  in  another  part  of  the  room  two  gentlemen,  said  to  be  General 
Beauregard  and  General  Davis.  He  described  Beauregard  accurately 
and  Davis'  face.  He  got  back  to  Gk>ose  Greek  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 
On  Wednesday  night  there  was  an  alarm  that  General  Stone  was  cross- 
ing the  river  and  &e  trains  were  all  brought  fh)m  Leesburg  to  Goose 
Greek ;  that  he  heard  them  say  all  the  heavy  baggage  was  in  the  trains 
and  that  the  troops  would  fight  at  Leesburg,  and  then,  if  defeated,  fall 
back  to  Widow  Garter's  Mill,  below  Gk)ose  Greek,  wnere  they  would 
make  another  stand,  and  if  defeated  there  they  would  fieJl  back  to 
Manassas ;  that  the  wagons  were  all  kept  ready  to  start  for  Manassas. 
He  says  they  have  near  Leesburg  four  brass  cannons,  some  rifled, 
drawn  by  four  horses  each ;  the  ammunition  carried  in  two-norse  wagons. 
He  says  the  railroad  bridge  on  Goose  Greek  has  not  been  rebuilt;  and 
that  the  track  is  torn  up  for  3  miles  south  of  the  burnt  bridge.  States 
that  General  Evans  is  in  command  at  Leesburg  and  Golonel  Barksdale 
is  in  command  of  the  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Begiment,  to  which  he  was 
attached  as  teamster. 

I  believe  the  fellow!s  story.  The  evidences  of  the  alarm  he  mentions 
were  apparent,  and  it  was  probably  induced  by  my  strengthening  the 
force  on  Harrison's  Island  and  making  use  of  a  large  flat-boat  there. 
The  place  he  mentions  as  the  second  for  a  stand  (Mrs.  Garter's  Mill)  is 
a  strong  position  about  1  mile  from  Aldie,  on  the  road  from  Leesburg  to 
Gum  Spring.    The  wagon  trains  rendezvous  near  that  point. 

I  send  herewith  the  Kichmond  Dispatch  for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
last,  which  was  procured  by  our  pickets  on  Harrison's  Island  this  after- 
noon. 

I  have  prepared  slight  intrenchments  on  Harrison's  Island  capable  of 
covering  several  hundred  men;  sufficient  to  cover  an  advance  of  a  con- 
siderable force  to  the  island,  and  to  hold  it  for  an  hour  or  two  in  spite 
of  any  artillery  which  might  be  placed  on  the  commanding  ground  on 
the  Virginia  side. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Msy.  Gen.  Gbobgb  B.  MoClbllan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  PoUmae. 
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Hbabquabtebs  Oobps  of  Obsebyation, 

Poole9viUej  October  29, 1861. 

A8  much  tune  most  elapse  before  complete  reports  can  be  obtained 
from  the  varions  commanders  of  regiments,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  preliminaiy  report  of  the  operations  of  my  command  on 
the  21st  instant. 

On  the  20th  instant,  being  advised  from  headquarters  of  the  move- 
ment of  Oeneral  McGall  to  Dranesville  and  to  make  a  demonstration 
to  draw  out  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  at  Leesbnrg,*  1  proceeded  at  1 
p.  m.  to  Edwards  Ferry  with  Gorman's  brirade,  the  Seventh  Michigan 
Eegiment  of  Volunteers,  two  troops  of  the  van  Alen  Cavalry,  and  the 
Putnam  Bangers,  sending  at  the  same  time  to  Harrison's  Island  and 
vicinity  four  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under 
Colonel  Devens,  who  had  already  one  company  on  the  island,  and  Colo- 
nel Lee,  with  a  battalion  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  v  olunteers, 
and  to  Conrad's  Ferry  a  section  of  Vaughan's  Bhode  Island  Battery, 
and  the  Tammany  Begiment,  under  Colonel  Cogswell.  A  secdon  of 
Bunting's  New  York  State  Militia  battery,  under  Lieutenant  BramhaU, 
was  at  tiie  time  on  duty  at  Conrad's  Ferry,  and  Bicketts'  battery  already 
posted  at  Edwards  Ferry,  under  Lieutenant  Woodruff. 

The  movement  of  General  McCall  on  the  day  previous  seemed  to  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy,  as  just  before  my  arrival  at  Ed- 
wards Ferry  a  regiment  of  infantry  had  appeared  from  the  direction  of 
Leesburg,  and  taken  shelter  behind  a  wooded  hill  near  Gk)ose  Creek, 
about  If  miles  from  our  position  at  the  ferry. 

I  ordered  General  Gorman  to  display  his  forces  in  view  of  the  enemy. 
which  was  done  without  inducing  any  movement  on  their  part,  ana 
then  ordered  three  flat-boats  to  be  passed  from  the  canal  into  the  rivet, 
at  the  same  time  throwing  shells  and  spherical-case  shot  into  and  beyond 
the  wood  where  the  enemy  were  concealed  and  into  all  cover  from  which 
lire  could  be  opened  on  boats  crossing  the  river,  to  produce  an  impres- 
sion that  a  crossing  was  to  be  made. 

Orders  were  also  sent  to  Colonel  Devens,  at  Harrison's  Island,  3j^  to 
4  miles  up  the  river  and  nearly  east  of  Ijeesburg,  to  detach  Captain 
Philbriok,  with  20  men,  to  cross  from  the  island  and  explore  by  a  path 
through  the  woods,  little  used,  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg,  to  see  if  he 
could  find  anything  concerning  the  enemy's  i)08ition  in  that  direction,  but 
to  retire  and  report  on  discovering  any  of  the  enemy. 

The  launching  of  the  boats  and  shelling  at  Edwards  Ferry  caused 
the  rapid  retiring  of  the  force  which  had  been  seen  there,  and  I  caused 
the  embarkation  of  three  boat  loads  of  35  men  each  from  the  First  Min- 
nesota Volunteers,  who,  under  cover  of  the  shelling,  crossed  and  re- 
crossed  the  river,  the  boats  consuming  in  the  passage  four  minutes,  six 
minutes,  and  seven  minutes,  respectively.  The  spirit  displayed  by  offi- 
cers anu  men  at  the  thought  of  passing  the  river  was  most  cheering, 
and  satisfied  me  that  they  could  be  depended  on  for  most  gallant  service 
whenever  something  more  than  a  demonstration  might  be  required  of 
them. 

As  darkness  came  on  I  ordered  German's  brigade  and  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Volunteers  back  to  their  re8i)ective  camps,  but  retained  the 
Tammany  Begiment,  the  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  the  artillery  near  Conrad's  Ferry  in  their  positions, 
awaiting  the  result  of  Captain  Philbrick's  scout,  remaining  with  my 
staff  at  Edwards  Ferry. 

*See  inolosnre  A  to  report  No.  1,  p.  290. 
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About  10  o'clock  p.  m.  lieaienant  Howe,  regimental  qnartennaster 
Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Yolonteers,  reported  to  me  that  Captain  Phil- 
brick  had  returned  to  the  island  after  proceeding  unmolested  to  within 
about  a  mile  of  Leesburgi  and  that  he  had  there  oiscovered,  in  the  edge 
of  a  wood|  an  encampment  of  about  thirty  tents,  which  he  had  ap- 
proached to  within  25  rods  without  being  challenged,  the  camp  having 
no  pickets  out  any  distance  in  the  direction  of  the  river.  I  at  once 
sent  orders  to  Colonel  Devens  to  cross  four  companies  of  his  regiment 
to  the  Virginia  i^ore,  march  oUently,  under  cover  of  night,  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  camp  referred  to,  to  attack  and  destroy  it  at  daybreak,  pur- 
sue the  enemy  lodged  there  as  far  as  would  be  prudent  with  his  small 
force,  and  return  rapidly  to  the  island^  his  return  to  be  covered  by  a 
company  of  the  Massachusetts  Twentieth,  which  was  directed  to  be 
posted  on  the  bluff  directly  over  the  landing  place. 

Colonel  Devens  was  ordered  to  use  this  opportunity  to  observe  the 
approaches  to  Leesburg  and  the  position  and  force  of  any  enemy  in 
the  vicinity^  and  in  case  he  found  no  enemy  or  found  him  only  weak, 
and  a  xKwition  where  he  could  observe  well  and  be  secure  until  his 
party  could  be  strengthened  sufficiently  to  make  a  valuable  reconnaia- 
sance  which  should  safely  ascertain  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy, 
to  hold  on  and  report. 

Orders  were  dispatched  to  Colonel  Baker  to  send  the  First  California 
regiment  to  Conrad's  Feny,  to  arrive  there  at  sunrise,  and  to  have  the 
remainder  of  his  brigade  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  move  after  an  early 
breakfast.  Also  to  lieutenant-Colonel  Ward,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachu- 
setts, to  move  with  a  battalion  of  the  regiment  to  the  river  bank,  oppo- 
site Harrison's  Island,  to  arrive  there  by  daybreak.  Lieutenant  French, 
of  Bicketts'  battery,  was  detached  with  two  mountain  howitzers,  and 
ordt  red  to  the  tow-path  of  the  canal  opposite  Harrison's  Island. 

Colonel  Devens,  in  pursuance  of  his  orders,  crossed  the  river  and 
proceeded  to  the  point  indicated  by  the  scouting  psurty.  Colonel  Lee 
remaining  on  the  bluff  with  100  men  to  cover  his  return. 

In  order  to  distract  attention  from  Colonel  Devens'  movement  and 
at  the  same  time  to  effect  a  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg 
from  Edwards  Ferry,  I  directed  C^eral  Gorman  to  throw  across  the 
river  at  that  point  two  companies  of  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteers 
under  the  cover  of  a  fire  from  Bicketts'  battery,  and  sent  out  a  party 
of  31  Yan  Alen  Cavaky,  under  M^jor  Mix.  accompanied  by  Capt. 
Charles  Stewart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  Cfaptain  Murphy.  Lieuten- 
ants Pierce  and  Oourand,  with  orders  to  advance  along  the  Leesburg  road 
until  they  should  come  to  the  vicinity  of  a  battery  whioh  was  known 
to  be  on  that  road  and  then  turn  to  the  left,  and  examine  the  heights 
between  that  and  Ooose  Creek,  see  if  any  of  the  enemy  were  posted 
in  the  vicinity,  ascertain  as  nearly  as  possible  their  number  and  disposi- 
tion, examine  the  country  with  r^erence  to  the  passage  of  troops  to  the 
Leesburg  and  Georgetown  turnpike^  and  return  rapidly  to  cover  behind 
the  skirmishers  of  the  Minnesota  First. 

This  reconnaissanoe  was  most  gallantly  conducted  by  all  in  the  party, 
which  proceeded  along  the  L^burg  road  nearly  or  quite  2  miles 
from  the  ferry,  and  when  near  the  iKwition  of  the  hidden  oatteiy  came 
suddenly  upon  a  Mississippi  regiment,  about  35  yards  distant,  re- 
ceived its  fire,  and  returned  it  with  their  pistols.  The  fire  of  the  enemy 
killed  1  horse,  but  Lieutenant  Gourand  seized  the  dismounted  man, 
and,  drawing  him  on  his  horse  behind  him,  carried  him  unhurt  from  the 
field.  One  private  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cavidiy  was  brought  off  by 
the  party  a  prisoner.    This  prisoner  being  well  mounted  and  armed,  his 
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mount  replaced  the  one  lost  by  the  fixe  of  the  enemy.  Meantime,  on 
the  right  Colonel  Devens  having,  in  poisnance  of  his  orders,  arrivea  at 
the  position  indicated  by  the  scouts  as  the  site  of  the  enemy's  camp, 
found  that  the  scouts  had  been  deceived  by  the  uncertain  light,  and  had 
mistaken  openings  in  the  trees  for  a  row  of  tents.  He  found,  however, 
a  wood,  in  which  he  concealed  his  force  fix>m  view^  and  proceeded  to  ex- 
amine the  space  between  that  and  Leesbnrg,  sending  back  to  report  that 
thus  tar  he  could  see  no  enemy.  Immediately  on  receipt  of  thliB  intelli- 
gence (brought  me  by  Lieutenant  Howe,  rc^mental  quartermaster,  who 
had  aooompanied  both  the  parties),  I  ordered  a  non-commissioned  officer 
and  10  cavalry  to  join  Colonel  Devens,  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the 
country  near  him  while  engaged  in  his  reconnaissance  and  giving  due 
notice  of  the  approach  of  any  force,  and  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward, 
with  his  battalion  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  should  move  on  to 
Smart's  Mill,  half  a  mile  to  the  right  of  the  crossing  place  of  Colonels 
Devens  and  Lee,  where,  in  a  strong  position,  he  could  watch  and  pro- 
tect the  flank  of  Colonel  Devens  in  his  return,  and  secure  a  second  cross- 
ing place  more  &v(»able  than  Uie  first,  and  connected  by  a  good  road 
with  Leesbnrg. 

Captain  Cfmdy,  assistant  acUutant-general  on  General  Lander^s  staff, 
who  did  me  the  honor  to  serve  through  the  day  on  mine,  accompanied 
the  cavalry,  to  serve  with  it. 

For  some  reason  never  explained  to  me,  neither  of  these  orders  was 
carried  out.  The  cavalry  were  transferred  to  the  Virginia  shore,  but 
were  sent  back  without  having  left  the  shore  to  go  inland,  and  thus 
Colonel  Devens  was  deprived  of  the  means  of  obtaining  warning  of  any 
approach  of  the  enemy.  The  battalion  under  LieutenantColonel  Ward 
was  detained  on  the  bluff  in  rear  of  Colonel  Devens,  instead  of  being 
directed  to  the  right. 

Colonel  Baker,  having  arrived  at  Conrad's  Fexvy  with  the  First  Call- 
fomia  Begiment  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  reported  in  person 
to  me  at  Edwards  Ferry,  stating  that  the  regiment  was  at  its  assigned 
post.  Hie  remainder  of  his  brigade  under  arms  ready  to  march,  and  ask- 
ing for  orders.  I  decided  to  send  him  to  Harrison's  Island  to  assume 
command,  and  in  a  Ml  conversation  with  him  explained  the  position 
of  things  as  they  then  stood  according  to  reports  received ;  told  him 
that  General  McCall  had  advanced  his  troops  to  Dranesville,  and  that 
I  was  extremely  desirous  of  ascertaining  the  exact  position  and  force 
of  the  enemy  in  our  front,  and  exploring  as  far  as  it  was  safe  on  the 
right  towards  Leesbnrg  and  on  the  left  towards  the  Leesbnrg  and 
Gum  Spring  road;  that  I  should  continne  to  re-enforce  the  troops 
under  General  Gk>rman  opposite  Edwards  Ferry,  and  try  to  push  them 
carefully  forward  to  discover  the  best  line  from  that  ferry  to  the  Lees- 
bnrg and  Gum  Spring  road  already  mentioned,  and  i)ointed  out  to  him 
the  i>osition  of  the  breastworks  and  hidden  battery  which  barred  the 
movement  of  troops  directly  from  left  to  right.  I  detailed  to  liim  the 
means  of  transportation  across  the  river,  of  the  sufficiency  of  which  he 
was  to  be  the  judge;  authorized  him  to  make  use  of  the  guns  of  a 
section  each  of  Vaughan's  and  Bunting's  batteries,  together  with  French's 
mountain  howitzers,  all  the  troops  of  his  brigade  and  Cogswell's  Tam- 
many regiment,  b^des  the  Nineteenth  and  part  of  t£e  Twentieth 
Be»iments  Massachusetts  V  'Innteers,  and  left  it  to  his  discretion,  after 
viewing  the  ground,  to  retire  the  troops  from  the  Virginia  shore  under 
the  cover  of  his  guns  and  the  fire  of  the  large  inflantiy  force,  or  to  pass 
over  re-enforcements  in  case  he  found  it  practicable  and  the  position 
on  the  other  side  strong  and  fe^vorable;  that  I  wished  no  advance  made 
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nnless  the  enemy  were  in  inferior  force,  and  under  no  drcnmstanoes  to 
pass  beyond  Leesburg,  or  a  strong  position  between  it  and  €k)ose  Greek, 
on  the  Gum  Spring  (Manassas)  road.  I  cautioned  him  in  refemnce  to 
passing  artillery  across  the  river,  and  begged  him,  if  he  did  so,  to  see  it 
well  supported  by  good  infantry.  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  i)ositions  of 
some  blufb  on  tl&  side  the  river  from  which  artillery  could  act  with 
effect  on  the  other,  and,  leaving  the  matter  of  crossing  more  troops  or 
retiring  what  were  already  over  to  his  discretion,  gave  him  entire  con- 
trol of  operations  on  the  right. 

This  gallant  and  energetic  officer  left  me  at  about  9  or  9.30  a.  m.  and 
proceeded  rapidly  up  the  river  to  his  charge.  Be-enforcements  were 
rapidly  thrown  to  the  Virginia  side  by  General  Gorman  at  Edwards 
Ferry,  and  his  skirmishers  and  cavalry  scout's  advanced  cautiously  and 
steadily  to  the  fix>Dt  and  right,  while  the  infantry  lines  were  formed  in 
such  positions  as  to  act  rapidly  and  in  concert  in  case  of  an  advance 
of  the  enemy,  and  shells  were  thrown  by  Lieutenant  Woodruff's  Par- 
rott  guns  into  the  woods  beyond  our  lines  as  they  gradually  extended, 
espedal  care  being  taken  to  annoy  the  vicinity  of  the  battery  on  the 
right. 

Messengers  from  Harrison's  Island  informed  me  soon  after  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Baker  opposite  the  island  that  he  was  crossing  his  whole 
force  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  that  he  had  caused  an  ad£tional  flat- 
boat  to  be  lifted  from  the  canal  into  the  river,  and  had  provided  a  line 
by  which  to  cross  the  boats  more  rapidly. 

During  the  morning  a  sharp  skirmish  took  place  between  two  of  the 
advanced  companies  of  the  Massachusetts  Fifteenth  and  a  body  about 
100  strong  of  Mississippi  riflemen,  during  which  a  body  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  appeared,  causing  Colonel  Devens  to  fall  back  in  good  order 
on  Colonel  Lee's  position :  after  which  he  again  advanced,  his  officers 
and  men  behaving  admiraoly,  fighting,  retiring,  and  advancing  in  per- 
fect order,  and  exhibiting  every  proof  of  high  courage  and  good  dis* 
cipline.  Had  he  at  this  time  had  the  cavalry  scouting  pa^  which 
was  sent  him  in  the  morning,  but  which  most  unfortunately  had  been 
turned  back  without  his  knowledge,  he  could  doubtless  have  had  timely 
warning  of  the  approach  of  the  superior  force  which  afterwards  over- 
whelmS  his  regiment  and  their  brave  commander  and  comrades. 

Thinking  that  Colonel  Baker  might  be  able  to  use  more  artillery  I 
dispatched  to  him  two  additional  pieces  of  Yaughan's  battery,  supported 
by  two  companies  of  infi^ntry,  with  directions  to  its  officer  to  come  into 
position  below  the  place  of  crossing  and  report  to  Colonel  Baker.  My 
opinion  was  justified  by  his  suggesting  the  same  thing  later  in  the  day, 
and  only  a  short  time  before  the  guns  must  have  arrived. 

After  Colonel  Devens'  second  advance  Colonel  Baker  seems  to  have 
gone  to  the  field  in  person,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  he  has  left  no  record 
of  what  officers  and  men  he  charged  with  the  care  of  the  boats  and  in- 
suring the  regular  passage  of  the  troops.  If  any  were  charged  with  this 
duty  it  was  not  performed,  for  it  appears  that  the  re-enforcements  as 
th^  arrived  found  no  system  enforced,  and  the  boats  delayed  most  un- 
necessarily in  transporting  back,  a  few  at  a  time,  the  wounded  as  they 
happened  to  arrive,  with  &eir  attendants.  Had  an  efficient  officer  with 
one  company  remained  at  each  landing  guarding  the  boats,  their  fhll 
capacity  would  have  been  made  serviceable,  and  sufficient  men  would 
have  passed  on  to  secure  the  success  of  his  operation.  The  forwarding 
of  artillery  (necessarily  a  slow  process)  before  its  supporting  force  of 
infantry  also  impeded  the  rapid  assembling  of  an  imi)osing  force  on 
the  Virginia  shore.    The  infantry,  which  was  waiting  with  impatiencci 
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should  have  been  first  tannsportedy  and  this  alone  woold  have  made  a 
diifeienoe  in  the  in&ntry  line  at  the  time  of  attack  of  at  least  1,000 
men ;  enough  to  have  tamed  the  scale  in  onr  &yor. 

At  abont  12.30  or  1  o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  in  fhmt 
of  Ck>lonel  Devens,  and  a  shai^  skirmish  ensued,  which  was  maintained 
for  a  considerable  time  by  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  nnsupiwrted, 
snd,  finding  himself  about  to  be  outflanked.  Colonel  Devens  retired  a 
short  distance  in  good  order,  and  took  up  a  position  in  the  edge  of  a 
wood  about  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  front  of  the  position  of 
Colonel  Lee,  where  he  remained  until  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  he  again  fell 
back,  with  the  approval  of  Colonel  Baker,  and  took  his  place  in  line 
with  those  portions  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  and  First  California 
Begiments  which  had  arrivec|.  Colonel  Baker  immediately  formed  his 
line  and  awaited  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  which  came  upon  him  with 
great  vigor  about  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  was  met  with  admirable  spirit  by 
oar  troops,  who,  though  evidentiy  struggling  against  largely  sujierior 
numbers  (nearly  if  not  quite  three  toone),  mamtained  their  ground  and 
a  most  destructive  fire  on  the  enemy.  Colonel  Cogswell,  with  a  small 
portion  of  his  regiment,  succeeded  in  reaching  the  field  in  the  midst  of 
the  heaviest  fire,  and  they  came  gallantly  into  action  with  a  yell  which 
wavered  the  enemy's  line. 

Lieutenant  BramhaU,  of  Bunting's  battery,  had  succeeded,  after  ex- 
traordinary exertion  and  labor,  in  bringing  up  a  piece  of  the  Khode  Isl- 
and Battery,  and  Lientenant  french,  ^rst  Artillery,  his  two  mountain 
howitzers ;  but  while  for  a  short  time  these  maintained  a  well-directed 
firs,  both  officers  and  nearly  all  the  men  were  soon  borne  away  wounded, 
and  the  pieces  were  hauled  to  the  rear  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  Colonel  Baker,  pierced  by  a  number  of  bullets,  fell 
at  the  front  of  his  command  while  cheering  his  men,  and  by  his  own 
example  sustaining  the  obstinate  resistance  they  were  making. 

Colonel  Lee  then  took  command,  and  prepared  to  commence  throwing 
onr  forces  to  the  rear,  but  Colonel  Cogswell,  of  the  Tammany  regiment, 
being  found  to  be  senior  in  rank,  assumea  the  command,  and  ordered 
dispositions  to  be  made  immediately  for  marching  to  the  left  and  cut- 
tiDg  a  way  through  to  Edwards  Ferry.  Unfortunately,  just  as  the  first 
dispositions  were  being  made,  an  officer  of  the  enemy  rode  rapidly  in 
front  of  the  Tammany  regiment  and  beckoned  them  towards  the  enemy. 
Whether  the  Tammany  understood  this  as  an  order  from  one  of  our 
officers  or  an  invitation  to  close  work,  is  not  known ;  but  the  men  re- 
sponded to  the  gesture  with  a  yell,  and  charged  forward,  carrying  with 
them  in  their  advance  the  rest  of  the  line,  which  soon  received  a 
murderous  fire  from  the  enemy  at  close  distance.  Our  officers  rapidly 
recalled  the  men,  but  in  the  position  they  had  now  got  into  it  was  im- 
practicable to  make  the  movement  designed,  and  Colonel  Cogswell  re- 
luctantly gave  the  order  to  retire.  The  enemy  pursued  our  troops  to 
the  edge  of  the  bluff  over  the  landing  place,  and  thence  poured  in  a 
heavy  fire  on  our  men,  who  were  endeavoring  to  cross  to  the  island. 

Bapid  as  the  retreat  necessarily  was,  there  was  no  neglect  of  orders. 
The  men  formed  near  the  river,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  main- 
tained for  twenty  minutes  or  more  the  unequal  and  hopeless  contest 
rather  than  surrender.  The  smaller  boats  had  disappeared,  no  one  knew 
where.  The  largest  boat,  rapidly  and  too  heavily  loaded,  swamped  at 
15  feet  from  the  shore^  ana  nothing  was  left  to  our  soldiers  but  to  swim, 
fiurreuder,  or  die.  With  a  devotion  worthy  of  the  cause  they  were  serv- 
ing, officers  and  men,  while  quarter  was  being  offered  to  such  as  would 
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lay  down  their  arms,  stripped  themselves  of  their  swords  and  muskets 
and  hnrled  them  oat  into  the  river  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  foe,  and  saved  themselves  as  they  coold  by  swimming, 
floating  on  logs  and  conceiving  themselves  in  the  bashes  and  forest  to 
make  their  way  ap  and  down  the  river  bank  to  a  place  of  crossing. 

The  instances  of  personal  gallantry  of  the  highest  order  were  so  many, 
that  it  woald  be  oiyast  now  to  detail  partioolar  eases.  Officers  diis* 
played  for  their  men  and  men  for  their  officers  that  beantifal  devotion 
which  is  only  to  be  fonnd  among  true  soldiers. 

While  these  scenes  were  b^g  enacted  on  the  right,  I  was  preparing 
on  the  left  for  a  rapid  posh  forward  to  the  road  by  which  the  enemy 
woald  retreat  if  driven,  and  entirely  nnsaspidoas  of  the  i)eriloas  condi- 
tion of  oar  troops  on  the  right.  The  additional  lurtillery  had  already 
been  sent  in  anticipation,  and  when  I  qnestioned  the  messenger  who 
left  the  field  abont  3  o^clock  as  to  CJolonel  Baker's  position,  he  informed 
me  that  the  colonel,  when  he  left,  seemed  to  feel  p^ectly  secare  and 
ooald  doabtless  hold  his  own  in  case  he  shonld  not  advance.  The  same 
statement  was  made  by  another  messenger  half  an  hour  later,  and  I 
watdied  anxioasly  for  a  sign  of  advance  on  the  right,  in  order  to  posh 
forward  General  €k)rman.  It  was,  as  had  been  explained  to  Colonel 
Baker,  impracticable  to  throw  Oorman's  brigade  directly  to  the  right  by 
reason  of  the  battery  in  the  woods,  between  which  we  had  never  been 
able  to  reconnoiter. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  I  telegraphed  to  Oeneral  Banks,  requesting  him  to 
send  a  brigade  from  his  division,  intending  it  to  occupy  the  ground  on 
this  side  the  river  near  Harrison's  Isluid,  which  would  be  abandoned  in 
case  of  a  rapid  advance,  and  shortly  after,  as  the  fire  slackened  above, 
I  awaited  a  messenger  on  whose  tidings  I  should  give  orders  either  for 
the  advance  of  Gorman  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  t£e  enemy  or  for  dis- 
positions for  the  night  in  our  present  position. 

Captain  Candy  arrived  from  the  field  of  Colonel  Baker  a  little  before 
5  p.  m.  and  announced  to  me  the  melancholy  tidings  of  Colonel  Baker's 
death,  havingno  newsof  any  fhrther  disaster,  but  stating  that  re-enfoice- 
ments  were  slow.  I  instantly  telegraphed  to  M%jor-General  Banks  and 
the  ms^or-general  commanding  the  &ct  of  Colonel  Baker's  death,  and 
rode  rapidly  to  the  right  to  assume  command. 

Before  arriving  opposite  the  island  the  evidences  of  the  disaster  be- 
gan to  be  met  in  men  who  had  crossed  the  river  by  swimming,  and  on 
reaching  the  boat  landing  the  tact  was  asserted  in  sudti  a  manner  as  not 
to  be  doubted.  The  reporto  brought  me  of  the  enemy's  force  were 
highly  exaggerated,  it  being  stated  at  10,000  men.  I  gave  orders  for 
the  island  to  be  held  for  l£e  removal  of  the  wounded,  established  a 
patrol  on  the  tow-path  firom  opposite  the  island  to  the  line  of  pickets 
near  the  Monocacy,  and  returned  to  the  left  to  secure  the  troops  there 
from  disaster,  preparing  means  of  removing  them  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

Orders  arrived  fix>m  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  hold  the 
island  and  Virginia  shore  at  Edwards  Ferry  at  all  hazards,  promising 
re-enforcements,  and  I  caused  additional  intrenching  tools  to  be  for- 
warded to  General  Gorman,  with  instructions  to  intrench  and  hold  out 
against  whatever  force  mignt  appear. 

I  should  add,  that  having  learned  that  General  Hamilton,  with  his 
brigade,  was  on  the  march  from  Darnestown  before  I  left  to  go  to  the 
right,  I  caused  orders  to  intercept  him,  and  instructed  him  to  repair  to 
Conrad's  Ferry,  where  I  had  orders  awaiting  him  to  so  dispose  of  his 
force  as  to  give  protection  to  Harrison's  Island  and  protect  the  line  of 
the  river. 
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Early  in  the  night  the  telegraph  informed  Ihe  that  Major-General 
Banks  was  on  his  way  with  his  division  to  le-enforoe  me,  and  at  aboat 
3  o'clock  a.  m.  the  general  arrived  and  assumed  command. 

A  report  of  my  mvision  for  the  following  days  will  be  speedily  made 
out  and  forwarded. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  courage, 
good  discipline,  and  conduct  of  all  tiie  troops  of  this  division  during  die 
day,  the  events  of  which  have  been  related  in  this  hurriedly- written  re- 
port Those  in  action  behaved  like  veterans,  and  those  not  brought 
mto  action  showed  that  alacrity  and  steadiness  in  their  movements 
which  proved  their  anxiety  to  engage  the  foe  in  their  country's  cause. 

We  mourn  the  loss  of  the  brave  departed  dead  on  the  field  of  honor, 
if  not  of  success ;  and  we  miss  the  companionship  of  those  of  our  com* 
rades  who  have  mllen  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.  But  all  feel  that 
they  have  earned  the  title  of  soldier,  and  aU  await  with  increased  con> 
fidence  another  measurement  of  strength  with  the  foe. 

Very  respectfully^  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Briffodier-Oenerdlj  Commanding, 

Brig.  Oen.  8.  Williams, 

Amttant  A^ffuUmt-Chneral^  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomao* 


Hbadquabtbbs  Corps  of  Obsbbvatxon, 

PookBvUlej  October  20, 1861. 

CoL  Charles  Dbvbns^ 

Commanding  Fifteenth  Begiment  Maeeachueetts  Volunteers : 

CoLONBL :  You  will  please  send  orders,  to  tiie  canal  to  have  tiie  two 
new  flat-boats  now  there  opposite  the  island  transferred  to  the  river, 
and  will  at  3  o^clock  p.  m.  have  the  island  re-enforced  by  all  of  your 
legiment  now  on  duty  on  the  canal  and  at  the  New  York  battery. 

The  pickets  will  be  replaced  by  the  companies  of  the  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts  there. 

Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 

Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Corps  of  Observation, 
No.  —.  i  PoolesviUej  October  20, 1861—10.30  p.  m. 

Colonel  Devens  will  land  opposite  Harrison's  Island  with  five  com- 
panies of  his  rc^ment,  and  proceed  to  surprise  the  camp  of  the  enemy 
<li8oovered  by  Captain  Philbrick  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg.  The 
landing  and  inarch  will  be  effected  with  silence  and  rapidity. 

Colonel  Lee^Twentieth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers,  will  immediately 
after  Colonel  JDevens'  departure  occupy  Harrison's  Island  with  four 
companies  of  his  regiment-,  and  will  cause  the  four-oared  boat  to  be 
taken  across  the  island  to  tiie  point  of  departure  of  Colonel  Devens. 

One  company  will  be  thrown  across  to  occupy  the  heights  on  the  Yir- 
ginia  shore  after  Colonel  Devens'  departure  to  cover  his  return. 

Two  mountain  howitzers  will  be  taken  silently  up  the  tow-path,  and 
earned  to  t^e  opposite  side  of  the  island  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Lee. 

Golond  Devens  will  attack  the  camp  of  the  enemy  at  daybreak,  and. 
having  routed  them,  will  pursue  them  as  &r  as  he  deems  prudent,  and 
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will  destroy  the  camp,  if  practicable,  before  retoming.  He  will  make 
all  the  observations  possible  on  the  country;  will,  under  all  circum- 
stances, keep  his  command  well  in  hand,  and  not  sacrilice  them  to  any 
supposed  advantage  of  rapid  pursuit. 

Having  accompQshed  tibis  duty,  Colonel  Devens  will  return  to  his 
present  position,  unless  he  BhAU  see  one  on  the  Virginia  side,  near  the 
river,  which  he  can  undoubtedly  hold  until  re-enforoed,  and  one  which 
can  oe  successfdUy  held  against  largely  superior  numbers.  In  such 
case  he  will  hold  on  and  report 

OHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier'  ChnerdL 

Great  care  will  be  used  by  Oolonel  Devens  to  prevent  any  unneces- 
sary injury  of  private  property,  and  any  officer  or  soldier  straggling 
from  the  command  for  curiosiiy  or  plunder  will  be  instantly  shot 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Briffodier-OeneroL 


Headquabtebs  Oorps  of  Observation, 

PooUiviUe^  November  2, 1861. 

Oenebal  :  The  i>ersistent  attacks  made  upon  me  by  the  friends  (so 
called),  of  the  lamented  late  Oolonel  Baker,  through  the  newspaper 
press,  nave  made  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general 
commanding  to  distinct  violations  of  my  orders  and  instructions  to  that 
officer  in  the  afflEur  of  October  21st  ultimo,  more  pointedly  than  it  has 
been  my  wish  to  do  in  an  official  rei)ort  concerning  one  who  is  no  more* 
Painful  as  it  may  be  to  censure  the  acts  of  one  who  has  gallantly  died 
on  the  field  of  battle,  justice  to  myself  and  to  those  who  served  under 
me  requires  that  the  full  truth  should  be  made  to  appear.  Up  to  this 
time  duties  more  imperative  have  engrossed  my  time.  1  could  not,  for 
tiie  purpose  of  shielding  myself  from  unjust  popular  censure,  neglect  the 
care  which  I  owed  to  tiie  comfort  and  well-being  of  the  thousands  of 
men  under  my  command,  and  especially  the  measures  necessary  to  the 
comfort  and  recovery  of  the  numerous  wounded  in  our  hospitals.  Mean- 
time I  have  been  fiercely  attacked  in  some  newspapers,  which  have  not 
waited  for  offidal  reports ^  but  have  seized  upon  every  word  of  any  friend 
of  the  late  colonel  who  might  choose  to  invent  or  color  a  description  of 
the  disaster.  Every  false  statement  has  been  pronounced  to  be  true, 
unless  denied  by  myself,  who  have  had  too  many  and  too  important 
duties  to  i)ermit  me  to  write  to  the  public  prints,  even  were  such  a 
course  allowable  to  a  soldier. 

I  will,  in  anticipation  of  my  final  report,  which  cannot  be  presented 
until  the  subor^nate  reports  shall  all  come  in,  relate  a  few  faicts  which 
will  clearly  show  who  was  re8i)on8ible  for  the  defeat  of  our  troops  at 
Ball's  Bluff.  At  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  there  were  between  Harrison's 
IfiJand  and  Leesburg,  on  the  Virginia  side,  only  six  companies  of  our 
troops,  which,  under  the  cover  of  two  guns  then  on  the  island,  of  four 
guns  on  the  Maryland  shore,  and  the  large  infantry  force  there,  might 
easily  have  been  withdrawn  even  in  the  face  of  a  largely-superior  force, 
and  with  the  means  of  transportation  which  I  knew  to  be  there.  It  was 
my  strongly  expressed  desire  that,  if  a  respectable  force  should  threaten, 
this  one  should  be  withdrawn,  and  Colonel  Baker  left  me  at  Edwards 
Ferry  with  a  full  knowledge  of  my  desire  and  with  full  power  to  with* 
draw  it.  He  knew  as  well  as  I  that  should  he  attempt  to  re-enforce  them 
his  means  of  transportation  were  very  limited,  and  yet  before  he  ever 
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reached  the  idand  he  stated  to  lieutenaut  Howe.  Fifteenth  Massacha- 
setts  Yolnnteers.  that  he  should  cross  over  with  all  tide  force  at  his  com- 
mand. At  the  oistance  I  was  fixnn  his  position  I  could  only  Jndge  that 
he  was  satisfied  of  his  ability  to  cross  in  force  in  time  to  meet  the  enemy, 
for  he  then  knew,  what  had  not  reached  my  ears  and  did  not  for  more 
than  half  an  hoar  afterwards*  that  a  hostile  force  had  approached  Col- 
onel Devens  and  discovered  nim  and  his  command. 

It  has  been  asserted  and  published  that  Colonel  Baker  received  an 
order  firom  me  to  attack  Leesburg  on  Sunday,  the  20th.  It  is  absurd. 
Colonel  Baker  did  not  receive  an  order  fh>m  me  of  any  kind  on  Sunday, 
nor  any  order  until  about  2  o^dock  on  Monday  morning,  when  he  re- 
ceived one  directing  him  to  send  one  re^ment  to  Conrad's  Ferry  and  to 
hold  the  remainder  of  his  brigade  in  readiness  to  march.  (A  copy  of  this 
order  is  herewith  forwarded.)  He  was  not  in  any  manner  ioformed  of 
the  object  of  the  movement^  which  was  intended  solely  to  insure  the 
safe  return  of  Colonel  Devens  and  his  cbomiand,  until  his  arrival  at 
Edwards  Ferry  on  Monday  morning.  The  order,  stained  with  blood, 
fomid  in  his  hat  has  been  somewhat  altered  either  by  the  stains  or  by 
'<  Mendly  "  hands,  which  may  easily  happen  in  a  pencil  order ;  but  even 
in  that  as  published,  and  stiU  stronger  as  it  was  written,  he  was  to  use 
his  discretion  about  crossing  his  force  or  retiring  that  already  over. 
The  *'  firiends  ^  of  Colonel  Baker  state  that  on  his  receiving  that  order 
he  exclaimed.  ^^I  will  obey  General  Stone's  order,  but  it  is  my  death- 
warrant."  Sname  upon  them  to  put  false  words  in  the  mouth  of  tbe 
brave  dead!  Colonel  Baker  received  that  order  from  my  own  hands 
on  the  field  and  at  his  own  request,  that  he  might  ^^have  some  written 
authority  for  assuming  command  "  (I  use  his  own  words),  and  seemed 
delighted  at  receiving  it:  this  after  the  ftdlest  and  freest  explanation 
in  person  of  all  that  was  known  up  to  that  time  to  have  transpired — a 
fiiU  statement  of  the  slight  means  of  transiMirtation  across  the  river, 
and  the  use  that  could  be  made  of  artillery  and  in&ntry  from  this  side 
and  from  the  island  in  covering  the  return  of  the  force  then  over. 

The  change  of  destination  of  Aye  companies  of  in&ntry  which  I  had 
ordered  into  a  strong  mill  on  the  right  of  Devens'  line  was  sanctioned 
by  Colonel  Baker,  whose  object  seems  to  have  been  not  that  of,  under 
any  circumstances,  withdrawing  our  small  force  firom  the  &ce  of  a 
superior  one,  but  the  holding  of  that  superior  force  in  check  untU  he 
could  try  conclusions  with  it,  and  this  with  a  ftdl  knowledge  of  what  he 
knew  I  must  be  ignorant  of,  viz,  that  the  small  force  had  been  dis- 
covered and  engaged.  There  was  plenty  of  time  for  withdrawing  those 
troops,  and  he  alone,  within  reporting  distance^  had  the  power  to  with* 
draw  tiiem.  Colonel  Devens  receivea  notification  early  m  the  day  that 
Colonel  Baker  had  assumed  command,  but  received  no  order  or  message 
from  him  until  2.15  p.  m.,  when  he  ^Devens)  had  been  pressed  back  to 
the  final  line  of  battle.  That  Colonel  Baker  was  determined  at  all  haz* 
ards  to  fight  a  battle  is  dear  frt>m  the  foot  that  he  never  crossed  to 
examine  t£e  field,  never  gave  an  order  to  the  troops  in  the  advance,  and 
never  sent  forward  to  ascertain  their  position  until  he  had  ordered  over 
Ids  force  and  passed  over  a  considerable  i>ortion  of  it.  From  the  time 
that  he  left  me  for  several  hours  but  one  message  was  received  by  me 
directly  from  him,  and  that  one  was  simply  to  state  that  he  had  decided 
to  cross,  and  was  increasing  his  means  of  transi)ortation  by  a  large  boat 
lifted  from  the  canaL  I  warned  him,  when  I  ascertained  it,  that  I  be- 
lieved 4,000  troops  would  be  opi)08ed  to  him ;  there  was  still  time  to 
retire,  and  when  he  replied,  ^<I  shall  not  retire,"  I  had  no  doubt,  and  I 
have  now  no  doubt,  that  he  felt  perfectly  able  to  meet  that  force. 
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I  most  now  toaoh  a  point  that  I  would  j^ladly  leave  nnnoticed,  bat 
which  tiie  friends  of  the  late  colonel,  in  their  efforts  to  crash  another, 
force  to  the  light.  The  troops  were  most  anfortnnately  posted,  whether 
the  intention  was  to  drive  the  enemy  or  to  hold  the  i)osition  assumed 
and  await  re-enforcements.  Colonel  Baker  had  on  tiie  field  between 
1,600  and  1,700  bayonets.  A  short  distance  in  his  rear  was  a  steep 
bluff,  and  immediately  behind  that  bluff  the  river  Potomac  On  his  left 
was  a  valley,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  that  valley  (which  opened  on 
the  river^  was  a  wooded  hill.  This  wooded  hill,  giving  access  to  the 
rear  of  his  left  flank,  might  have  been  ezi>ected  to  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  an  active  enemy,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  position  a  reserve 
could  be  valuable  only  at  the  edge  of  the  bluf^  Yet  Colonel  Baker 
sacrificed  from  his  line  four  stout  companies  to  form  a  reserve  near  the 
center,  which  reserve  could  do  nothing  in  the  battle  but  shoot  down  his 
own  men  in  the  line,  and  at  the  same  time  they  were  posted  so  near  the 
line  and  so  in  the  open  ground  as  to  be  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from 
the  enemy  during  the  entire  action. 

A  second  reserve  was  posted  near  the  opening  of  the  valley  guarding 
the  left  flank,  the  true  point  of  defense  of  which  was  far  in  advance, 
and  only  two  companies  of  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the  left  flank. 
The  two  companies  of  skimushers  were  able  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
an  entire  regiment  moving  to  turn  his  left  flank,  and  they  bravely  held 
that  regiment  at  bay  for  20  minutes,  but  were  finally  overcome  and 
destroyed.  How  different  the  result  would  have  been  if  his  two  re- 
serves had  been  employed  in  extending  his  line  to  cover  his  weak  point 
it  is  mournful  now  to  think. 

When  the  determined  two  companies  of  the  California  re^^ment 
brought  an  entire  regiment  on  the  charge  to  a  halt,  and  forced  it  first 
to  open  fire,  and  then  to  waver  before  their  well-maintained  fire  frt)m 
the  wood,  had  the  two  reserves  been  there  to  charge,  instead  of  standing 
idle  lookers-on  and  yet  exposed  to  a  galling  fire,  the  force  which  at  last 
turned  his  left  flank  would  have  been  thrown  in  confrision  upon  the 
enemy's  right,  and  victory  would  have  been  Baker's,  instead  of  defeat 
and  death.  As  the  troops  were  arranged  on  the  field  I  feel  that  in- 
creased force  would  only  have  given  us  increased  loss.  The  plain  truth 
is  that  this  brave  and  impetuous  officer  was  determined  at  ail  hazards 
to  bring  on  an  action,  and  made  use  of  the  discretion  allowed  him  to  do 
it.  Hi^  his  eye  for  advantage  of  ground  in  posting  troops  equaled  his 
daring  courage,  he  would  have  been  to-day  an  honored,  victorious  gen- 
eral of  the  Bepublic,  instead  of  a  lamented  statesman  lost  too  soon  to 
the  country. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  P.  STONE, 
Bngadier-Qenerdlj  Cfommanding. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

A88i9tafU  A^(futanPOeiteraL 

(InQlomTC.] 
EteABQtJABTEBS  COBPS  OP  OBSEBVATION, 

Edwards  Ferry^  October  20, 1861—11  p.  m. 

Colonel  :  Tou  will  send  the  California  regiment  (less  thecamp  guard) 
to  Conrad's  Feny,  to  arrive  there  at  sunrise  and  await  orders.  The 
men  will  take  with  them  blankets  and  overcoats  and  forty  rounds 
of  ammunition  in  boxes,  and  will  be  followed  by  one  day's  rations  in 
wi^ns.    The  remainder  of  the  brig&de  will  be  held  in  readiness  for 
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marchiug  orders  (leaviDg  camp  guards)  at  7  o^dook  a.  m.  to-morrow, 
and  will  all  have  breakfiftsted  before  that  hour. 

Yeiy  respectftilly,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oamnuinding. 

GoL  E.  D.  Bakbb,  Oammanding  Third  Brigade. 

IJBMBBOKSIMuUL  1 

The  above  order  was  sent  by  the  hands  of  Oaptain  Oandy,  assistant 
a^JQtant-general,  who  left  Edwards  Ferry  at  abont  11.30  o'clock  p.  m. 
on  the  20th.  As  the  distance  to  Colonel  Baker's  camp  was  between  4 
and  5  miles,  and  as  many  guards  and  pickets  had  to  be  passed,  it  is 
probable  that  the  order  was  delivered  between  1  and  2  o'clock  a.  m.,  21st 
October.  This  order  was  followed  by  a  verbal  one.  sent  by  Dr.  J.  8. 
Mackie,  volunteer  aide-de-camp,  cautioning  Colonel  Baker  not  to  idlow 
Ms  troops  to  march  with  music,  but  to  Imve  the  march  silent  as  pos- 
sible; and  to  prevent  accidental  discharge  of  fire-arms,  he  was  ordered 
to  see  that  the  men  marched  with  unloaded  arms. 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral 


Copiee  of  ordere  aUuded  to  in  the  foregoing  report  as  found  m  the  hat 

of  CoU  K  D.  Baker  qfter  his  death. 

Hbadquabtebs  Cobps  op  Obsbbyation, 

Edwards  Ferry  ^  October  21 — ^11.60. 

CoL  E.  D.  Bakeb,  Commanding  Brigade: 

Colonel  :  I  am  informed  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  is  about  4,000, 
all  told.  If  you  can  push  them,  you  may  do  so  as  feur  as  to  have  a  strong 
position  near  Leesburg,  if  you  can  keep  them  before  you,  avoiding  their 
batteries.  If  they  pass  Leesburg  and  take  the  Gum  Spring  rosKl  you 
will  not  follow  &r,  but  seize  the  first  good  position  to  cover  that  road. 
Their  design  is  to  draw  us  on,  if  they  are  obliged  to  retreat-,  as  flEff  as 
Goose  Creek,  where  they  can  oe  re-enforced  from  Manassas  and  have  a 
strong  position. 

Beport  frequently,  so  that  when  they  are  pushed  Gorman  can  come  in 
on  their  flank. 

Yours,  respectftally  and  truly, 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 

Hbadquabtebs  Cobps  of [Toru  off], 

Edwards  Ferry^  October  21, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  Bakbb,  Commanding  Brigade: 

Colonel:  In  case  of  heavy  firing  in  front  of  Harrison's  Island,  you 
will  advance  the  California  regiment  of  your  brigade  or  retire  the  reg- 
imentB  under  Colonels  Lee  and  Devens  ujMin  the  Virginia  side  of  Uie 
river,  at  your  discretion,  assuming  command  on  arrivad. 

Very  respectftdly,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Cotnmanding. 
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Headquabtebs  Gobps  of  Obsebyation, 

PoolefviUej  November  6, 1861. 

Genbbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  memoranda  of  the 
river  transportation  which  Brigadier-General  Gk>rman  and  Colonel  Baker 
respectively  had  at  their  disposition  on  the  mominff  of  October  21,  ultimo. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  obement  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Generalj  Oommatuling. 

Biver  transportoHan  at  Edwardt?  Ferry  at  the  dteparitian  of  Brigadier" 

General  Gormanj  October  21, 1861. 

Headquabtebs  Oobpb  of  Obsebvation, 

PoolesviUey  November  6, 1861. 

Three  flat-boats,  newlv  constructed,  each  25  feet  long,  12  feet  wide, 
2  feet  deep;  1  four-oared  ship's  boat;  1  small  flat  boat,  new;  2  skifGs. 

The  easy  capacity  of  the  above  was  as  follows : 

Each  of  the  three  large  flat-boats,  40;  total,  120;  four-oared  ship^s 
boat,  besides  oarsmen,  12;  small  flat,  12;  skifite,  12;  total  easy  capacity, 
156  men;  the  possible  capacity,  at  least  one-third  greater,  52;  total 
capacity,  208.  The  longest  time  occupied  in  crossing  by  large  flat- 
boats  in  calm  day  trial,  7  minutes;  shortest  time,  4  minutes,  each  con- 
taining in  trial  35  men.  On  the  morning  of  Octobw  21  Gk^eral  Gor- 
man s^ded  to  his  transportation  a  large  decked  flat-boat,  taken  from 
the  canal;  easy  capacity,  66  men. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier- General  J  Commanding. 

Biver  traneportation  cppoHte  Rarrison^s  Islandy  October  21, 1861,  at  the 

disposition  of  CoL  E.  2>.  BaH^r. 

One  new  flat-boat,  27  feet  long,  12  feet  wide,  2  feet  deep,  newly  con- 
structed, tested  with  weight  of  65  men,  with  which  it  settled  but  four 
inches  in  the  water,  convenient  capacity,  say,  45  men;  1  new  flat-boat, 
25  feet  long,  12  feet  wide,  2  feet  deep,  just  constructed,  convenient 
capacity,  say,  40  men;  1  second-hand  ferry-boat,  which  had  been  used 
by  the  pickets  occupying  Harrison's  Island  (had  carried  50  men), 
capacity,  say,  50  men ;  1  metallic  life-boat,  four-oared,  in  perfect  order, 
which  had  frequently  and  safely  carried  25  men;  2  skiff's,  which  had 
carried  8  each,  easy  capacity  12  men;  total  capacity  of  boats  in  water 
and  ready  for  use  at  6  a.  m.,  172  men.  To  this  transportation  was 
added  during  the  morning  a  new  ferry-boat  lifted  firom  the  canal,  48 
feet  long,  10  feet  wide,  easy  capacity  100  men;  total,  272  men. 

Of  these  boats,  two-thirds  should  have  been  kept  running  between 
the  Maryland  shore  and  the  island;^  one-third  between  the  island  and 
Virginia  shore.  Managed  with  oider  and  regularity,  the  trips  could 
have  been  made  with  ease  once  in  ten  minutes,  throwing  across  180 
men  each  trip,  or  1,080  men  eveiy  hour;  allowing  one  trip  in  15  min* 
utes,  720  men  every  hour. 

OSAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding. 
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Carresjpondence  relative  to  the  flag  of  truce  sent  for  the  benefit  of  the 

wounded  at  Leesburg. 

Headqxjabtebs  Corps  of  Obsebyation, 

Fooleetilley  November  7, 1861. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  papers  marked  1, 
2, 3,  4y  5y  6y  concerning  a  flag  of  trace  sent  for  the  recovery  of  the  body 
of  the  late  Captain  Alden,  Tammany  regiment,  and  for  the  benefit 
of  oar  wonnded  at  Leesbarg.  The  following  money  and  supplies  were 
sent,  viz :  $100  in  coin,  24  blankets,  24  flannel  shirts,  24  pairs  socks, 
and  a  snpply  of  tea,  sugar,  and  salt. 

Hoping  that  the  action  taken  in  this  matter  will  meet  the  approval 
of  the  Major-General  Commanding4n-Chief,  I  am,  general,  very  respect- 
Mly,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

A.  A.  &.,  Rdqrs.  Army  FotamaCj  Washingtouj  D,  0, 

[Inclosure  No.  1.] 

Headqxjabtebs, 
Poolesvilley  October  30, 18G1. 

Brigadier-General  Stone  presents  his  compliments  to  the  general 
commanding  the  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Leesbarg,  Ya.,  and  begs  to 
know  if  the  body  of  an  officer  buried  on  the  field  of  the  late  action  of 
October  21  can  be  disinterred  and  brought  away  by  his  friends  and 
whether  letters  and  supplies  can  be  transmitted  under  flag  of  truce  to 
the  prisoners  captured  in  the  same  action.  Should  it  meet  the  views 
of  the  general  commanding  the  forces  at  Leesburg,  General  Stone 
would  ^  happy  to  dispatch  an  officer  of  rank  to  Edwards  Ferry,  to 
confer  with  one  who  may  be  designated  on  the  other  part. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-  Oeneraly  Commanding, 

[Indotnre  No.  2.] 

Leesbubg,  Va.,  October  30, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Evans  presents  his  regards  to  General  Stone,  and 
reports  that  the  subject-matter  of  his  letter  will  be  forwarded  for  the 
consideration  of  the  general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
General  Evans  would,  however,  assure  General  Stone  that  the  prisoners 
of  the  U.  S.  Army  now  here  are  properly  cared  for. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  C  S.  Army. 

(Indosure  Ko.  3.] 

Bdwabds  Febby,  November  4, 1861. 

Memorandum  made  this  4th  day  of  November,  1861,  at  4.45  p.  m.,  by 
the  bearer  of  a  flag  to  the  Virginia  shore,  opposite  Edwards  Feny, 
immediately  upon  the  return  of  the  flag. 

The  flag  was  received  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenifer,  attended  by 
Captain  Bogers,  of  General  Evans'  staff.  Lieutenant  Clark,  and  an 
escort  of  cavalry.    Five  inclosures  for  General  Stone^  or  to  his  care, 
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trere  delivered  tx)  the  bearer.  The  bearer  was  informed  that  a  party 
might  present  itself  ou  the  following  day  at  9  a.  m.  at  Harrison's  Island, 
near  the  scene  of  the  affair  of  the  21st,  cross  and  recover ^the  buried 
body  of  a  captain  and  probably  of  any  other  buried  dead.  JVloney  and 
clothes  might  be  sent  to  the  wounded  and  probably  little  comforts, 
though  it  was  alleged  they  did  not  need  them.  Open  letters  for  pris- 
oners would  probably  be  received.  Where  a  positive  answer  was  not 
returned,  it  was  promised  in  the  morning.  Entire  courtesy  was  shown 
by  the  party  receiving  the  flag. 

FEANCIS  WmTHROP  PALFBEY, 
Lieut  Col,j  Comdg.  20th  Regt  Mass.  Vols.j  Bearer  of  tlie  Flag. 

KoTE.— Error  of  date.  The  occurrence  took  place  November  5,  at 
the  hours  stated. 

C.  P.  S. 

[IncloAore  Ifo.  4.] 

Headqxjabteiis  Confebbbate  Forces, 

Leesburg^  November  4, 1861. 

The  compliments  of  General  Evans  to  General  Stone,  and  informs 
him  that  there  are  but  a  few  of  his  wounded  now  at  this  place,  and  are 
as  comfortable  as  their  wounds  will  permit.  Ko  objection  is  enter- 
tained, however,  to  General  Stone's  sending  them  such  supplies  of 
clothing,  money,  &c.,  as  he  may  deem  necessary.  An  officer  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant^lonel  will  meet  an  officer  of  like  grade  of  the 
Federal  forces  at  Edwards  Ferry  to  make  arrangements  for  the  disin- 
terment and  removal  of  the  remains  of  the  officer  requested  by  General 
Stone. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier-GeTieralj  C.  8.  Army. 

[tnolomire  Ifo.  5.] 

Headquabtebs,  Poolesville,  Md., 

November  5, 18G1. 

General  Stone  presents  his  compliments  to  General  Evans,  and 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  his  communication  of  the  4th  instant, 
through  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenifer.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
General  Evans'  appreciated  note,  the  sum  of  $100  is  sent  herewith, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  wounded  of  the  United  States  service  now  at 
Leesburg,  together  with  some  articles  of  clothing  which  may  add  to 
their  comfort,  and  a  few  hospital  stores.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Psdfrey 
will,  as  arranged  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenifer,  be  at  Harrison's 
Island  to-morrow  morning  at  0  o'clock  to  attend  to  the  disinterment 
of  the  body  of  the  late  Captain  Alden.  General  Stone  takes  this  occa- 
sion to  express  his  appreciation  of  General  Evans'  soldierly  courtesy, 
which  the  former  will  be  at  all  times  happy  to  reciprocate. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier'  General. 

[Incloftore  Ko.  8.] 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Palfrey,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Garland,  of 
the  Tammany  regiment,  Captain  Brown,  and  a  lieutenant  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Mr.  Comstock  (friend  of  the  late  Captain 
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Alden),  and  assistants,  crossed  at  Harrison's  Island,  November  0,  at  9 
a.  m.  Had  a  courteous  interview  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenifer,  to 
whom  were  delivered  the  stores  and  money  intended  for  the  wounded 
of  our  forces  at  Leesburg.  The  body  of  Captain  Alden  was  disinterred 
and  removed.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenifer  assured  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Palfi^y  that  the  wounded  of  our  troops  at  Leesburg  were  as  well  cared 
for  as  their  own  wounded.  He  also  stated  that  six  of  our  wounded 
had  died  and  that  our  dead  had  all  been  buried ;  that  none  of  the  field 
and  staff  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  were  wounded;  that  Colonel 
Cogswell  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  finger,  and  nowhere  else. 
(From  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Palfrey.) 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-OeTieralj  Commanding, 


Poolesville,  December  2, 18C1. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ji^SLmE^  Aide-de-camp  i 

Stated  concisely,  the  narrative  would  be  this: 

General  Stone  directed  Colonel  Baker  to  go  to  the  right  and  in  his 
discretion  to  recall  the  troops  then  over  the  river  or  ci'oss  more  force. 
Colonel  Baker  made  up  his  mind  and  declared  it  before  he  reached  the 
crossing  place,  to  cross  with  his  whole  force. 

General  Stone  directed  five  companies  to  be  thrown  into  a  strong  mill 
on  the  right  of  Ball's  Blufi^l  Colonel  Baker  allowed  these  companies  to 
be  diverted  to  the  front. 

General  Stone  sent  cavalry  scouts  to  be  thrown  out  in  advance  of 
the  infantry  on  the  right.  Colonel  Baker  allowed  this  cavalry  to  return 
without  scouting  and  did  not  replace  it,  although  he  had  plenty  at  his 
disposition. 

Colonel  Baker  assumed  command  on  the  right  about  10  a.  m.,  but 
never  sent  an  order  or  messenger  to  the  advanced  infantry  until  it  was 
pressed  back  to  the  bluff  about  2.15  p.  m. 

Colonel  Baker  spent  more  than  an  hour  in  personally  superintending 
the  lifting  of  a  boat  ftom  the  canal  to  the  river,  when  a  junior  oihcer  or 
sergeant  would  have  done  as  well^  the  mean  time  neglecting  to  visit  or 
give  orders  to  the  advanced  force  m  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

No  order  of  passage  was  arranged  for  the  boats;  no  guards  were  estab- 
lished at  the  landing ;  no  boats'  crews  detailed. 

Lastly,  the  troops  were  so  arranged  on  the  field  as  to  expose  them  all 
to  fire,  while  but  few  could  fire  on  the  enemy.  His  troops  occupied  all 
the  cleared  ground  in  the  neighborhood,  while  the  enemy  had  the  woods 
and  the  commanding  wooded  height,  which  last  ho  might  easily  have 
occupied  before  the  enemy  came  up. 

The  within  narrative  will  be  sent  to-morrow,  unless,  as  to-day,  impor- 
tant duties  prevent  its  being  finished. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE. 
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No.  3. 

Betum  of  ooBualtUs  in  the  Union  forces  in  the  engagement  at  BaWe  Bluffs  yirginiaj 

October  31, 1861.* 


Commoiid. 


Fifteenth  MMsachnaetts 

Twentieth  Massachofletts 

Forty-second  New  York • 

Sixth  New  York  Battery 

So venty-flrtt  PcnnsTlvania 

First  lihode  Island  Ilrtillery,  Battery  B. 
First  United  States  Artillery,  Battery  I. 


Killed. 


Total. 


2 

t2 

8 


8 


10 


Wounded. 


d 

B 

I 


12 

13 

4 


10 


39 


s 


4 
0 


1 

a 


15 


I 


67 

86 

0 


87 
5 


143 


Missing. 


§ 


d 

a 
1 


8 
6 
6 


20 


210 
129 
114 


S22 

4 


I 

<1 


803 

194 

133 

1 

281 

0 

1 


«21 


No.  4. 
Beport  ofOoL  Charles  DevenSj  Fifteenth  Maseaehusetts  Infantry. 

Hbqbs.  Fifteenth  Bbgiment  Mass.  Yoluntbebs, 

Pooleaville,  Md.,  October  23, 18C1. 

Genebal:  I  respectfally  report  that  aboat  12  o'clock  Sanday  night, 
October  20, 1  crossed  the  Potomac  by  yonr  order  fjx>m  Harrison's  Island 
to  the  Ylrgiuia  shore  with  five  companies,  nnmbering  about  300  men,  of 
my  regiment,  with  the  intention  of  taking  a  rebel  camp,  reported  by 
sconts  to  be  situated  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  river,  of 
destroying  the  same,  of  observing  the  country  around,  and  of  returning 
to  the  river,  or  of  waiting  and  reporting  if  I  thought  myself  able  to  re- 
main for  re-enforcements,  or  if  I  found  a  position  capable  of  being 
defended  against  a  largely  superior  force.  Having  only  three  boats, 
which  together  conveyed  about  30  men,  it  was  nearly  4  o'clock  when  all 
the  force  was  transferred  to  the  opposite  shore.  We  passed  down  the 
river  about  60  rods  by  a  path  discovered  by  the  scouts,  and  then  up  the 
bluff  known  as  BalPs  Bluff,  where  we  found  an  open  field  surrounded 
by  woods.  At  this  point  we  halted  until  daybreak,  being  joiued  here 
by  a  company  of  100  men  from  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  accompa- 
nied by  Colonel  Lee.  who  were  to  protect  our  return. 

At  daybreak  we  pushed  forward  oui*  reconnaissance  towards  Lees- 
burg  to  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  from  the  river,  to  a  spot  supposed 
to  be  the  site  of  the  rebel  encampment^  but  found  on  passing  through 
the  woods  that  tbe  scouts  had  been  deceived  by  a  line  of  trees  on  the 
brow  of  the  slope,  the  opening  through  which  presented^  in  an  uncer- 
tain light,  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  line  of  tents.  Leaving  the 
detachment  in  the  woods,  I  proceeded  with  Captain  Philbrick  and  two 
or  three  scouts  across  the  slope  and  along  the  other  line  of  it,  observing 
Leesburg,  which  was  in  full  view,  and  the  country  about  it,  as  carefully 
as  possible,  and  seeing  but  four  tents  of  the  enemy.    My  force  being 


*  Compiled  from  records  in  Adjntant-Geuerars  Office, 
t  lu  eluding  ono  drowned. 
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well  concealed  by  the  woods,  and  having  no  reason  to  believe  my  pres- 
ence was  discovered,  and  no  large  namber  of  the  enemy's  tents  being  in 
sight,  I  determined  not  to  return  at  once,  but  to  report  to  yoorself,  which 
I  did,  by  directing  Quartermaster  Howe  to  repair  at  once  to  Edwards 
Ferry  to  state  these  facts,  and  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  I  could  remain 
until  I  was  re-enforced. 

The  means  of  transportation  between  the  island  and  the  Virginia 
shore  had  been  strengtiiened,  I  knew,  at  daybreak,  by  a  large  boat, 
which  would  convey  60  oi"  70  men  at  once,  and  as  the  boat  co^d  cross 
and  recross  every  ten  minutes,  I  had  no  reason  to  suppose  there  would 
be  any  difficulty  in  sending  over  500  men  in  an  hour,  as  it  was  known 
there  were  two  large  boats  between  the  island  and  the  Maryland  shore, 
which  would  convey  to  the  island  all  the  troops  that  could  be  conveyra 
from  it  to  the  Virginia  shore. 

Mr.  Howe  left  me  with  his  instructions  at  about  G.30  a.  m.,  and  during 
his  absence,  at  about  7  o'clock,  a  company  of  riflemen,  who  had  probably 
discovered  us,  were  rejMirted  on  our  right  upon  the  road  from  Conrad's 
Ferry.  I  directed  Captain  Philbrick,  Company  H,  to  pass  up  over  the 
slope  and  attack  them,  while*  Captain  Bockwood,  Company  A,  was  or- 
dered to  proceed  to  the  right  and  cut  off  their  retreat  in  the  direction  of 
Conrad's  Ferry,  and  accompany  Captain  Philbrick  as  he  proceeded  to 
execute  the  order.  Captain  Philbrick's  command  proceeded  over  the 
slope  of  the  hill,  and  the  enemy  retreated  down  on  the  other  side,  taking 
the  direction  of  a  com  field  in  which  the  com  had  lately  been  cut  and 
stood  in  the  shocks.  The  first  volley  was  fired  by  them  from  a  ditch  or 
trench,  into  which  they  retreated.  It  was  immediately  returned  by  our 
men,  and  the  skirmish  continued  hotly  for  some  minutes.  I  had  ordered 
Captain  Forehand,  Company  O,  to  re-enforce  Captain  Philbrick,  but  a 
body  of  rebel  cavalry  being  reported  on  our  left,  I  directed  Captain 
Philbrick  to  return  to  the  wood,  lest  he  might  be  cut  off  fh>m  the  main 
body  of  the  detachment.    This  ne  did  in  good  order. 

In  the  skirmish  0  men  of  Company  H  were  wounded.  1  killed,  and  2 
were  missing  at  its  close,  although  the  field  was  carefmly  examined  by 
Captain  Philbrick  and  myself  before  we  left  it.  They  probably  were 
wounded  and  crawled  into  the  bush,  which  was  growing  in  portions 
of  it. 

On  returning  to  the  wood  I  remained  waiting  for  an  attack  for  per- 
haps half  an  hour.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  as  my  messenger  did  not 
return,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  join  Colonel  Lee,  which  I  did;  but  after 
remaining  with  him  upon  the  bluff  a  short  time,  and  having  thoroughly 
scouted  the  woods,  I  returned  to  my  first  position. 

I  was  rejoined  at  8  a.  m.  by  Quartermaster  Howe,  who  reported  to 
me  that  I  was  to  remain  where  I  was,  and  would  be  re-enforced,  and 
that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward  would  proceed  to  Smart's  Mill  with  the 
remainder  of  the  regiment,  that  a  communication  should  be  kept  up 
between  us,  and  that  10  cavalry  would  report  to  me  for  the  purpose 
of  reconnoitering.  For  some  reason  they  never  appeared  or  reported 
to  me,  but  I  have  since  learned  they  came  as  far  as  the  bluff.  If  they 
had  reported  to  me,  they  could  have  rendered  excellent  service.  I  di- 
rected Quartermaster  Howe  to  return  at  once  and  report  the  skirmish 
that  had  taken  place,  and  threw  out  a  company  of  skirmishers  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  and  also  to  my  right  and  left,  to  await  the  arrival  of 
more  troops. 

At  about  10  o'clock  Quartermaster  Howe  returned  and  stated  that 
he  had  reported  the  skirmish  of  the  morning,  and  that  Colonel  Baker 
would  shortly  arrive  with  his  brigade  and  take  command.    Between  9 
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and  11  o'clock  I  was  joined  by  Lieatenant-Colonel  Ward  with  the  re- 
mainder of  my  regiment,  making,  in  all,  a  force  of  G25  men,  with  23 
officers,  from  my  regiment,  as  reported  to  me  by  the  adjutant,  many  of 
the  men  of  the  regiment  being  at  this  time  on  other  duty. 

About  12  o'clock  it  was  reported  to  me  a  force  was  gathering  on  my 
left,  said  about  12.30  o'clock  a  strong  attack  was  made  on  my  left  by  a 
body  of  infantry  concealed  in  the  woods  and  upon  the  skirmishers  in 
Iront  by  a  body  of  cavalry.  The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  resolutely 
returned  by  the  regiment,  which  maintained  its  ground  with  entire 
determination.  JEto-enforcements  not  yet  having  arrived,  and  the  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  to  outflank  ns  being  very  vigorous,  I  directed 
the  regiment  to  retire  about  GO  paces  into  an  open  space  in  the  wood, 
and  prepare  to  receive  any  attack  that  might  be  made,  while  I  called 
in  my  skirmishers.  When  this  was  done  I  returned  to  the  bluff,  where 
Colonel  Baker  had  already  arrived.  This  was  at  2.15  p.  m.  Ho  di- 
rected me  to  form  my  regiment  at  the  right  of  the  position  he  proposed 
to  occupy,  which  was  done  by  eight  companies,  the  center  and  left 
being  composed  of  a  detachment  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  num- 
bering about  300  men,  under  commaud  of  Coloiiel  Lee.  A  battalion  of 
the  California  regiment,  numbering  about  600  men,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wistar  commanding ;  2  howitzers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  French, 
and  a  6-pounder,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Bramhall,  were  planted  ia 
front,  supported  by  Company  D,  Captain  Studley,  and  Company  IT,  Cap- 
tain Sloan,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts. 

The  enemy  soon  appeared  in  force,  and,  after  sharp  skirmishing  on 
the  right,  directed  his  attack  upon  our  whole  line,  but  more  particularly 
upon  our  center  and  left,  where  it  was  gallantly  met  by  the  Twentieth 
Massachusetts  and  the  California  battalion.  Skirmishing  during  all  the 
action  wa^  very  severe  on  the  right,  but  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy 
were  resolutely  repulsed  by  our  own,  composed  of  Companies  A  and  I, 
Captains  Eockwood  and  Joslin,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  and 
Company  — ,  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  under  the  direction  of 
Major  Kimball,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts. 

The  action  commenced  about  3  p.  m.,  and  at  about  4  p.  m.  I  was 
ordered  to  deta>ch  two  companies  from  the  left  of  my  regiment  to  the 
support  of  the  left  of  the  line,  and  to  draw  in  proportionately  the  right 
flank,  which  was  done,  Companies  G  and  H,  Captains  Forehand  and 
Philbrick,  being  detached  for  that  purpose.  By  tbis  time  it  had  become 
painfully  evident,  by  the  volume  and  rapidity  of  the  enemy's  fire  and 
the  persistency  of  his  attacks,  that  he  was  in  much  larger  force  than  we. 
The  two  howitzers  were  silent  and  the  G-poundcr  also.  Their  com- 
manders came  from  the  field  wounded. 

Soon  after  I  was  called  from  the  right  of  my  regiment,  there  being  at 
this  time  a  comparative  cessation  of  the  enemy's  fire,  to  tlie  center  of 
the  line,  and  learned  for  the  first  time  that  Colonel  Baker  had  been 
killed,  and  that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wanl,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachu- 
setts, had  been  carried  from  the  field  severely  wounded.  Colonel  Lee 
supposing  it  his  duty  to  take  command,  I  reported  myself  ready  to  exe- 
cute his  orders.  He  expressed  bis  opinion  that  the  only  thing  to  be  done 
was  to  retreat  to  the  river,  and  that  the  battle  was  utterly  lost  It  soon 
apfieared  that  Colonel  Cogswell  was  entitled  to  the  command,  who 
expressed  his  determination  to  make  the  attempt  to  cut  our  way  to 
Edwards  Ferry,  and  ordered  me,  as  a  preliminary  movement,  to  form  the 
Fifteenth  Itegiment  in  line  towards  the  left.  The  Fifteenth  Eegiment 
accordingly  moved  across  from  the  right  to  the  left  of  the  original  line. 
Two  or  three  companies  of  the  Tammany  New  York  regiment,  just  then 
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arrived,  fonned  also  on  its  left.  While  endeavoring  to  make  the  neces- 
sary disposition  to  retreat^  confusion  was  created  by  the  appearance  of 
an  officer  of  the  enemy's  force  in  front  of  the  Tammany  regiment,  who 
called  on  them  to  charge  on  the  enemy,  who  were  now  in  strong  force 
along  the  wood  occupied  formerly  by  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  dur- 
ing the  former  iM>rtion  of  the  action.  The  detachment  of  the  Tammany 
regiment,  probably  mistaking  this  for  an  order  from  their  own  officers, 
rushed  forward  to  the  charge,  and  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  sup- 
posing that  an  order  had  b^n  given  for  the  advance  of  the  whole  line, 
rushed  with  eagerness,  but  was  promptly  recalled  by  their  officers,  who 
had  received  no  such  order.  The  detachment  of  the  Tammany  regi- 
ment was  received  with  a  shower  of  bullets,  and  suffered  severely.  In 
the  disturbance  caused  by  their  repulse  the  line  was  broken,  but  was 
promptly  reformed. 

After  this,  however,  although  several  volleys  were  given  and  returned 
and  the  troops  fought  vigorously,  it  seemed  impossible  to  preserve  the 
order  necessary  for  a  combined  military  movement,  and  Colonel  Gogs- 
well  reluctantly  gave  the  order  to  retreat  to  the  river  bank.  The  troops 
descended  the  bluff,  and  reached  the  bank  of  the  river  where  there  is  a 
narrow  plateau  between  the  river  and  the  ascent  of  the  bluff,  both  the 
plateau  and  the  bluff  being  heavily  wooded.  As  I  descended  upon  this 
plateau,  in  company  with  Colonel  Cogswell,  I  saw  the  large  boat,  upon 
which  we  depended  as  the  means  of  crossing  the  river,  swamped  by  the 
number  of  men  who  rushed  upon  it. 

For  the  purpose  of  retarding  as  much  as  possible  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  by  direction  of  Colonel  Cogswell  I  ordered  the  Fifteenth  Itegi* 
ment  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  over  the  bank  of  the  river,  which  order 
was  executed,  and  several  volleys  were  given  and  returned  between 
them  and  others  of  our  forces  and  the  enemy,  who  were  now  pressing 
upon  us  in  great  numbers  and  forcing  down  furious  volleys  on  this 
plateau  and  into  the  river  to  prevent  any  escape.  It  was  impossible 
longer  to  continue  to  resist,  and  I  should  have  had  no  doubt,  if  we  had 
been  contending  with  the  troops  of  a  foreign  nation,  in  justice  to  the 
lives  of  men,  it  would  have  been  our  duty  to  surrender;  but  it  was 
impossible  to  do  this  to  rebels  and  traitors,  and  I  had  no  hesitation  in 
advising  men  to  escape  as  they  could,  ordering  them  in  all  cases  to 
throw  their  arms  into  the  river  rather  than  give  them  up  to  the- enemy. 
This  order  was  generally  obeyed,  although  several  of  the  men  swam 
the  river  with  their  muskets  on  their  backs,  and  others  have  returned 
to  camp,  bringing  with  them  their  muskets,  who  had  remained  on  the 
Virginia  shore  for  two  nights  rather  than  to  part  with  their  weapons 
in  order  to  facilitate  their  escape. 

Having  passed  up  along  the  line  of  that  portion  of  the  river  occupied 
by  my  regiment,  I  returned  to  the  lower  end  of  it,  and  at  dark  myself 
swam  the  river  by  the  aid  of  three  of  the  soldiers  of  my  regiment.  On 
arriving  at  the  island  I  immediately  gathered  a  force  of  30  men,  who 
had  reached  it  with  safety,  and  placed  them  at  the  passage  of  the  river 
to  prevent  any  attempt  of  the  enemy  crossing  in*  pursuit,  but  soon 
learnt  that  Colonel  Hinks  had  arrived  with  the  Nineteenth  Massachu- 
setts Regiment,  and  would  take  charge  of  the  island. 

Our  loss,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  engaged  of  the  regiment,  is 
large,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  the  kill^,  missing,  and  wounded, 
which  I  annex.*  A  large  proportion  of  those  reported  missing  are  prob- 
ably prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

*  See  report  No.  3. 
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Althongh  the  result  of  the  day  was  most  anfortanate,  it  is  but  jas- 
tice  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachnsetts  Begimenty 
as  well  as  to  the  other  troops  engaged,  to  say  that  they  behaved  most 
nobly  daring  the  entire  day^  and  that  the  nation  has  no  occasion  to 
blush  for  dishonor  to  its  arms.  The  loss  of  the  regiment  in  arms, 
eqaipments,  and  clothing  is  necessarily  heavy,  the  particulars  of  which 
I  will  immediately  forward. 

In  conclosion,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  me  to  say  that,  notwith- 
standing  the  regiment  mooms  the  loss  of  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers 
whose  names  are  borne  on  the  list  I  annex,  its  spirit  is  entirely  un- 
broken and  its  organization  is  in  no  way  demoralized.  It  will  answer 
any  summons  irom  you  to  another  contest  with  the  foe,  althongh  with 
diminished  numbers,  with  as  hearty  a  zest  as  on  the  morning  of  Octo- 
ber 21. 

I  remain,  general,  respectfhlly, 

CHA8.  DEVEN8, 

ColoneL 


ITo.  5. 
Beports  of  Col,  Edward  W,  HinJcSj  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

HdQBS.  l^INETEENTH  MASS.  YOLUNT£EBS, 

Camp  Benton^  near  Foolesvillej  Md.^  October  23, 1861. 

Sib  :  Learning  that  a  column  of  our  troops  was  crossing  the  Potomac 
on  the  2l8t  instant  at  a  point  near  the  center  of  Harrison's  Island,  in 
which  the  companies  of  my  regiment,  stationed  as  pickets  upon  the 
river,  had  been  ordered  to  join  by  General  Baker,  I  hastened  thither  in 
anticipation  of  orders  from  Gen^^  Stone. 

I  arrived  there  about  1.30  p.  m.,  and  found  among  the  troops  at  the 
point  of  crossing  great  confusion,  no  competent  officer  seeming  to  have 
been  left  in  charge  of  the  transportation,  and  the  progress  made  in 
embarking  was  very  slow.  I  at  once  took  charge  at  this  point;  caused 
a  line  to  be  stretched  across  the  river  by  which  to  propel  the  boats,  and 
forwarded  troops  in  the  following  order,  to  wit:  Part  of  California  regi- 
ment, not  already  crossed ;  the  Khode  Island  and  New  York  Batteries ; 
the  Forty-second  New  York  (Tammany)  Hegiment,  and  the  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts.  With  the  latter  regiment  I  proceeded  to  the  island.  I 
learned  that  General  Baker  had  been  killed,  and  found  everything  in 
confusion,  our  column  being  entirely  routed  and  in  precipitate  retreat, 
throwing  away  their  arms,  deserting  their  killed  and  wounded,  and 
leaving  a  large  number  of  prisoners  in  tlie  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  at 
once  took  command,  arrested  as  far  as  possible  the  progress  of  the 
rout,  restored  order,  and^  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  who 
threatened  to  occupy  the  island,  I  sent  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts 
Eegiment  to  the  front,  and  placed  one  gun  of  theBhode  Island  Battery 
and  two  of  the  New  York  Battery  in  position,  supported  by  two  compa- 
nies of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  and  so  much  of  the  Tammany 
regiment  as  was  upon  the  island  and  could  be  induced  to  remain,  which 
disposition  being  made,  and  pickets  extended  upon  the  Virginia  side  of 
the  island,  I  commenced  active  measures  for  the  gathering  of  the 
wounded  and  the  rescue  of  straggling  parties  of  our  troops  upon  the 
Virginia  shore  by  the  construction  of  rafts  and  the  use  of  small  boats, 
the  boats  used  for  crossing  to  the  Virginia  shore  having  been  swamped 
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and  lost  in  the  precipitate  and  disorderly  retreat.  Fo  field  officer  was 
on  duty  ai)on  the  island,  with  the  exception  of  Major  Bowe,  of  the  New 
York  Tammany  regiment. 

After  the  passage  of  tlie  Nineteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiment  no  re- 
enforcements  crossed  to  the  island,  although  several  regiments  were 
ui)on  the  tow-path  on  the  Maryland  side,  bnt  returned  to  their  camps 
daring  the  night.  A  considerable  number  of  unarmed  fugitives,  from 
various  regiments,  were  passed  to  the  Maryland  shore  during  the  night, 
and  the  transportation  of  the  wounded  was  continued  until  noon  of  the 
22d. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  dispatched  Lieutenant  Dodge,  of  the 
Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  request  of  the  Con- 
federate commander  permission  to  remove  our  wounded,  of  which  num- 
bers lay  in  view,  nncared  for,  on  the  Virginia  shore.  This  request  was 
denied,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few,  apparently  mortally  wounded.  The 
remainder  were  taken  prisoners.  Permission  for  my  surgeon  to  cross 
and  treat  the  wounded  was  also  refused,  except  upon  condition  that  he 
should  remain  a  prisoner  in  their  hands.  Subsequently  I  dispatched 
Captain  Yaughan,  of  the  Ehode  Island  Battery,  with  another  flag  of 
tmee,  to  obtain  permission  to  bury  the  dead,  which  was  acceded  to, 
with  the  stipulation  that  no  movement  of  troops  should  be  made  from 
the  island  to  the  Maryland  shore  in  retreat  while  the  burying  party 
was  employed,  and  I  dispatched  Captain  Yaughan,  with  a  party  of  10 
men,  for  that  purpose,  who  remained  until  after  dark,  and  succeeded  in 
bnrying  47  bodies,  which  he  reported  to  be  about  two-thirds  of  the  num- 
ber lying  upon  the  ground ;  but  night  coming  on,  he  was  unable  to  bury 
the  remainder. 

Daring  the  afternoon  factious  complaint  was  made  by  the  rebel  com- 
mander that  I  had  violated  the  stipulations  under  which  the  flag  of 
tmee  was  protected,*  accompanied  by  a  threat  to  retain  Captain 
Tanghan  and  his  party  as  prisoners  of  war. .  I  at  once  addressed  a 
note  to  the  rebel  commander  denying  the  accusation ;  threw  up  new 
entrenchments,  and  made  disposition  of  troops,  with  a  view  of  renewing 
hostilities  if  the  threat  was  carried  into  execution.  Subsequently,  how- 
ever, Captain  Yaughan  returned  with  his  party,  and  informed  me  that 
my  explanation  was  deemed  satisfactory  by  the  rebel  commander. 

Immediately  after  Captain  Yaughan's  return,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  I  commenced  a  retreat,  in  pursuance  of  orders  previously  received 
from  General  Hamilton,  and  transported  three  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
caissons  and  ammunition,  thirty-six  horses,  and  the  eleven  companies 
of  infantry  under  my  command,  numbering  some  700  men,  in  good  order, 
to  the  Maryland  shore,  without  any  casualties  or  loss  whatever,  and, 
completing  the  retreat  at  12  o'clock,  I  immediately  passed  my  compli- 
ment to  the  rebel  commander  in  the  form  of  four  shells  from  Captain 
Vaughan's  guns,  which  had  been  placed  in  battery  upon  the  high  ground 
overlooking  the  canal  and  river. 

Daring  the  retreat  I  was  re-enforced  by  flve  companies  of  the  Second 
Massachusetts,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Tucker,  who  remained 
npon  this  side  of  the  river,  where  I  stationed  him,  with  his  command,  in 
BupiK>rt  of  the  battery,  and  ordered  to  camp  the  companies  of  the 
Nineteenth  and  Twentieth,  who  were  greatly  exhausted,  having  been 
constantly  employed  in  the  intrenchments,  burying  the  dead,  removing 
tbe  wounded,  and  transporting  the  artillery  to  and  from  the  island. 
The  enemy  known  to  have  been  engaged  consisted  of  the  Eighth  Yir- 

*Sce  note  at  close  of  leport. 
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ginia  Begiment,  under  command  of  Colonel  Jenifer,  and  the  Seven- 
teenth and  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiments,  with  a  sqnadron  of  horse 
and  battery^  the  whole  under  command  of  General  Evans. 

Our  loss  in  killed^  wounded,  and  missing  cannot  be  determined,  as 
large  numbers  of  wounded  and  unwounded  were  drowned  when  the 
l)oats  were  swamped  as  well  as  in  attempts  to  swim  the  river  during 
the  night,  and  no  reports  as  yet  have  been  sent  to  me.  The  Fifteenth 
and  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiments,  Baker's  California  regiment, 
and  a  part  of  the  Tammany  regiment  lost  a  large  number  of  men,  who 
were  made  prisoners.  Colonel  Lee  and  Major  Bevere,  of  the  Twentieth, 
and  Colonel  Cogswell,  of  the  Tammany  regiment,  are  reported  missing. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ward,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  was  severely 
wounded.  We  have  lost  two  howitzers  and  one  rifled  gun  belonging  to 
Captain  Yaughan's  Bhode  Island  Battery,  and  a  considerable  number 
of  small  arms  (say  1,500),  with  equipments.  I  shall  make  a  further 
report  of  the  killed  that  were  identified  before  burial. 

I  have  to  report  that  the  remnant  of  the  Tammany  regiment,  ancler 
command  of  Major  Bowe,  deserted  its  post  in  the  intrenchments  on  the 
island  at  an  early  hour  in  the  forenoon  of  the  22d,  and  passed  to  the 
Maryland  shore  iu  disobedience  of  orders,  while  I  was  engaged  in  ar- 
ranging for  the  removal  of  the  wounded  and  the  burial  of  &e  dead. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  with  justice  to  our  troops,  who  fought  val- 
iantly, without  commenting  upon  the  causes  which  led  to  their  defeat 
and  complete  rout.  The  means  of  transportation  for  advance  in  sup- 
port or  for  a  retreat  were  criminally  deficient,  especially  when  we  con- 
sider the  facility  for  creating  proper  means  for  such  purposes  ^t  our 
disposal.  The  place  for  landing  upon  the  Virginia  shore  was  most 
unfortunately  selected,  being  at  a  point  where  the  shore  rose  with  great 
abruptness  ifbr  a  distance  of  some  150  yards,  at  an  angle  in  many 
places  of  at  least  25  degrees,  and  was  studded  with  trees,  being  en- 
tirely impassable  to  artillery  or  infantry  in  line.  At  the  summit  the 
surface  is  undulating,  where  the  enemy  were  placed  in  force,  out  of 
view,  and  cut  down  our  troops  with  a  murderous  fire,  which  we  conld 
not  return  with  any  efifect.  The  entire  island  was  also  commanded  by 
the  enemy's  artillery  and  rifles.  In  fact,  no  more  unfortunate  position 
could  have  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  enemy  for  making  an  attack, 
much  less  selected  by  ourselves.  Within  a  half  mile  upon  either  side  of 
the  points  select^ed  a  landing  could  have  been  eftected  where  we  could 
have  been  placed  upon  equal  terms  with  the  enemy,  if  it  were  necessary 
to  effect  a  landing  from  the  island.  My  judgment,  however,  cannot  ap- 
prove of  that  policy  which  multiplies  the  number  of  river  crossings 
without  any  compensation  in  securing  commanding  positions  thereby. 

liesiMJctfully  submitted. 

EDWABD  W.  HINKS, 
Colonel  Nineteenth  Mass,  Vols.,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  W.  Lander. 

Note. — The  fact  that  the  remaining  fragment  of  the  Tammany  regi- 
ment had  left  the  island  without  orders  was  construed  by  the  Confed- 
erate commandant  as  a  violation  of  the  stipulation  that  no  movement 
of  troops  should  be  made  from  the  island  to  the  Maryland  shore  while 
the  buryiug  party  was  employed. 

Headquabtebs  Fibst  Bbigade, 
Camp  Benton,  Md,,  November  4, 1861. 

Sm :  General  Orders,  No.  24,  this  day  received  and  promulgated  to  this 
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brigfade,*  though  not  refnting  the  statement  alluded  to,  is  one  of  implied 
censure  to  myself  for  stating  a  matter  of  unquestioned  fact  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  disagreeable  duty  that  devolved  upon  me  to  report  '^  that 
the  remnant  of  the  Tammany  regiment,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Lowe,  deserted  its  post  at  the  intrenchment  on  the  island  at  an  early 
hour  in  the  forenoon  of  the  22d  and  passed  to  the  Alaryland  shore  in 
disohedience  of  orders." 

I  therefore  request  to  state  that  at  about  9  o'clock  on  the  evening  of 
the  2l8t  ultimo  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Devereux,  of  the 
Nineteenth  J^Iassachusetts,  whom  I  dispatched  to  apprise  you  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  at  Harrison's  Island,  that  your  directions  were  to 
hold  the  island  at  all  hazards,  and  as  the  enemy  was  in  considerable 
force,  apparently  threatening  to  occupy  the  island,  I  availed  myself  of 
all  tbe  forces  there,  consisting  of  nine  companies  of  the  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts,  two  companies  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts,  and 
about  three  companies  of  the  New  York  Tammany  regiment,  together 
with  the  three  pieces  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Yaughan,  to 
enable  me,  at  whatever  cost,  to  hold  the  island,  in  accordance  with  your 
directions. 

Just  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  I  changed  the  disposition 
of  the  troops,  with  a  view  of  defending  the  island  against  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  to  occupy  it,  either  from  the  vicinity  of  Ball's  Bluff  or  from 
the  crossing  near  Smart's  Mill.  In  making  the  disposition,  I  directed 
Major  Bowe  to  place  the  companies  under  his  command  behind  the 
breastworks,  in  the  rear  of  the  ditch  from  the  comer  of  the  old  tobacco 
mill  to  the  water  at  the  Maryland  side  of  the  island,  which  dttch  and 
breastwork  were  made  under  your  personal  direction,  with  a  view,  as  I 
supposed,  of  defending  the  position  against  any  advance  of  the  enemy 
from  the  direction  of  Smart's  Mill.  I  received  no  orders  for  the  relief 
of  these  companies,  neither  were  they  relieved  by  any  other  troops, 
neither  were  any  other  troops  at  my  disposal  to  relieve  them. 

Between  8  and  0  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  22d.  while  upon  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island,  in  conversation  with  the  reoel  officers,  relat- 
ing to  a  flag  of  truce,  I  was  informed  by  Lieutenant  Merritt,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Massachusetts,  that  the  companie^s  of  the  Tammany  regiment 
had  taken  i)ossession  of  the  boats  and  were  passing  to  the  Maryland, 
shore.  I  hastened  thither,  and  found  that  a  portion  of  them  had  already 
crossed ;  others  were  preparing  to  cross.  I  addressed  them,  and  inquired 
by  whose  authority  they  left  the  island.  Several  voices  replied  that  no 
oi^ders  had  been  given  for  them  to  do  so,  of  which  fact  I,  as  commander 
of  the  forces  upon  the  island,  had  no  need  to  be  informed.  I  at  once  re- 
placed them  with  companies  G  and  F  of  the  Nineteenth  Massachusetts, 
which  I  moved  fix)m  another  part  of  the  island  for  the  purpose. 

At  5  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  an  order  stating  that  troops 
would  be  sent  for  my  re-enforcement,  a  copy  of  which  I  here  inclose  (A), 
was  received  from  General  Hamilton,  and  four  hours  later  the  re-enforce- 
ments alluded  to  arrived  upon  the  tow-path  and  reported  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Devereux. 

A  summary  of  the  matter  may  be  presented,  as  follows :  A  remnant 
of  tbe  Tammany  regiment  was  upon  the  island  subject  to  my  command. 
In  accordance  with  your  directions  for  the  holding  of  the  islaud  this 
detachment  was  placed  in  position  at  the  intrenchmonts.  This  position 
was  deserted.  The  remnant  did  pass  to  the  Maryland  shore  in  dis- 
obedience of  orders  given  by  myself  to  maintain  the  position.    Twelve 

*  Attached  hereto  m  inolosore  B. 
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hoars  after  it  had  deserted  its  post  fresh  troops  arrived  upon  the  tow- 
path,  by  which  it  might  have  been  relieved  had  it  remained  at  its  post. 
Consequently  it  became  my  duty,  however  disagreeable,  to  report  the 
fact  in  precisely  the  terms  that  I  used.  For  this  report  of  facts,  which 
as  yet  remain  undisputed,  I  have  been  censured  in  orders.  I  therefore 
respectfully  request  a  court  of  inquiry,  as  provided  in  the  ninety-second 
article  of  war.  I  beg  further  to  state  that  I  had  and  now  have  no  desire 
to  cast  any  aspersion  upon  any  regiment  or  body  of  men  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  much  less  upon  Uie  gallant  spirits  who  rallied  to  the  call  of 
Cogswell,  or  dashed  upon  the  foe  with  O'Meara;  but  truth  compels  me 
to  state  that  had  the  men  of  the  Tammany  regiment  upon  the  island 
put  forth  but  a  single  response  to  my  directions  to  bring  a  boat  from 
the  Maryland  to  the  Virginia  side  of  the  island,  many,  if  not  all,  of 
O'Meara's  men  now  in  imprisonment  would  have  been  rescued  from  their 
perilous  position  on  the  Virginia  shore  to  engage  again  in  their  coun- 
try's battles.  And  the  act  of  desertion  by  this  remnant  of  the  Tammany 
regiment  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  more  reprehensible,  from  the  fact  that 
tbey  were  fresher  troops  than  any  others  there  stationed,  and  were 
called  upon  to  do  less  of  duty  and  encounter  less  danger  than  any  others 
upon  the  island,  and  all  other  troops  vied  with  each  other  in  kind  offi- 
ces to  the  wounded  and  ready  response  to  calls  for  laborious  duty  in  the 
burial  of  the  dead,  the  erection  of  additional  field  works,  and  the  digging 
of  rifle-pits  to  render  our  position  more  secure.  Upon  the  men  of  my  own 
regiment,  as  well  as  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  and  Captain  Vaughan's 
Ehode  Island  Battery,  I  hesitated  not  to  impose  any  task,  and  had  but 
to  speak  to  be  obeyed;  but  to  intimate,  and  the  work  was  done,  not- 
withstanding nearly  all  of  them  had  been  for  two  successive  days  and 
nights  subjected  to  constant  and  fatiguing  duty. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

EDWARD  W.  HmKS, 
Colonel  Nineteenth  Mass.  Vol8,j  Comdg.  First  Brigade. 

Brigadier-General  Stone, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Observation^  PoolesviUcy  Md. 

[Indosnie  A.] 

Colonel  :  Three  companies  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Eegiment, 
Colonel  Gordon,  have  been  ordered  to  your  assistance,  and  will  report 
to  you  after  supper.  They  will  take  post  on  this  side  of  the  river,  and 
will  not  cross  to  the  island  unless  you  shall  deem  it  necessary.  After 
dark  you  will  withdraw  your  artillery  and  public  stores  from  the  island 
and  then  proceed  to  evacuate  it,  taking  post  with  your  regiment  on  the 
Poolesville  road,  out  of  the  range  of  shot.  The  Second  Massachusetts 
will  remain  doing  ])icket  duty  until  further  orders. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Hamilton : 

L.  H.  D.  CRANE, 
Major  Third  Wisconsin^  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  OeneraL 

Colonel  HiNKS,  Nineteenth  Massachtisetts, 

[Inoloaiire  B.] 

General  Osdebs,  \  Hdqrs.  Cobps  of  Observation, 

No.  24.  )  Poolesvillej  Md.,  November  4,  I8G1. 

The  general  commanding  has,  with  deep  regret,  observed  in  a  report 
render^  to  Brigadier-General  Lander  by  Col.  E.  W.  Hinks,  command- 
ing Nineteenth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  of  what  he  (Colonel 
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Hinks)  saw  from  Harrison's  Island  of  the  engagement  on  the  Virginia 
Bhore  on  the  21st  ultimo  and  of  his  own  regiment's  part  in  guarding  the 
island  and  securing  and  caring  for  the  wounded  as  they  were  brought 
from  the  field,  a  statement  reflecting  severely  on  the  conduct  of  the 
gallant  Tammany  regiment.  Colonel  Hinks  reports  that  a  portion  of 
tiie  Tammany  regiment  deserted  the  island  on  the  morning  of  October 
22d  in  disobedience  of  orders. 

The  commanding  general  deems  it  proper  to  give  publicity  to  the  fact 
that  he  himself  requested  Major-Oeneral  Banks  to  relieve  the  companies 
of  the  Tammany  early  on  that  morning,  and  that  the  order  was  given 
immediately  that  they  should  be  relieved  and  replaced  by  fresh  troops 
from  General  Hamilton's  brigade. 

Commanding  officers  are  cautioned  against  making  unnecessary  and 
rash  statements  in  their  reports,  especially  in  cases  where  the  honor 
and  reputation  of  other  regiments  may  be  involved;  as  from  such  state- 
ments not  only  great  injustice  may  be  done,  but  ill-willt  most  prejudicial 
to  the  good  of  the  service,  is  certain  to  be  engendered. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Stone : 

0.  STEWART, 
Assistant  Adjutant-QeneraL 


Fo.  C. 


Report  of  Lieut.  CM.  Frauds  W.  Palfrey^  Twentieth  Massachusetts  In- 
fantry. 

Hbqbs.  Twentieth  Begiment  Mass.  Yolunteebs, 

Camp  Bentouy  Poolesvillej  Md.y  October  24, 18G1. 

Govebnob:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  Colonel  Lee,  with  Major  Kevere  and  Ad- 
jutant Pierson,  conducted  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  Companies 
A,  0,  D,  B,  G,  H,  and  I.  of  the  above  regiment,  to  a  point  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore  opposite  Sullivan's  [Harrison's]  Island,  a  little  below  Con- 
rad's Ferry.  The  command  numbered  something  over  300  men.  They 
were  accompanied  or  followed  by  other  troops,  the  Fifteenth  Massachu- 
setts, Colonel  Devens,  among  them.  They  were  soon  attacked  by  the 
enemy,  who  outnumbered  them  greatly.  The  attack  continued  to  be 
made  at  intervals,  and  most  of  the  fighting  was  in  the  afternoon. 

They  were  very  severely  treated,  and  the  following  is  the  result,  as 
nearly  as  I  csin  state  it:  Missing :  Colonel  Lee,  Major  Eevere,  Adjutant 
Pierson,  Assistant  Surgeon  Bevero,  and  First  Lieiit.  George  B.  Perry, 
believed  to  be  prisoners;  First  Lieutenant  Babo  and  Second  Lieutenant 
Wesselhoeft,  believed  to  be  drowned. 

Wounded  in  this  camp :  Captain  Dreher,  shot  through  the  head  from 
cbeek  to  cheek,  recovery  possible;  Capt.  J.  C.  Putnam,  right  arm  taken 
off  at  socket,  doing  well;  First  Lieut.  O.  \Y.  Holmes  shot  through  chest 
from  side  to  side,  doing  well;  Captain  Schmitt,  shot  three  times  through 
leg  and  through  small  of  the  back  from  side  to  side,  doing  well ;  First 
Lieat  J.  J.  Lowell,  shot  in  leg,  not  serious,  and  Second  Lieutenant 
Putnam  was  shot  in  the  bowels,  and  died  in  this  camp  yesterday.  His 
body  was  sent  on  to  Boston  this  morning. 

Oar  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  is  reported  at  147,  of  whom  45  are  at  this  camp,  and  most 
of  them  will  recover.    The  other  wounded  are  believed  to  be  prisoners. 
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At  about  3  o'clock  on  Taesday  morning  I  was  ordered  to  march  Tv^ith 
all  my  remaining  troops,  including  even  the  camp  guard,  to  the  river, 
and  cross  and  join  the  advance.  I  did  so,  and  ve  returned  this  morn- 
ing. We  were  under  fire  for  a  few  moments,  and  in  a  position  of  great 
peril  all  the  time.  I  have  had  to  go  through  such  fatigue  and  anxiety 
for  the  past  four  days,  and  had  so  much  to  do  in  arranging  what  is  left 
of  this  gallant  and  unfortunate  regiment,  that  I  can  only  write  briefly, 
and  at  a  late  hour,  to  state  the  principal  facts  of  the  sad  story. 

All  the  accounts  agree  that  the  conduct  of  officers  and  men  was  gal- 
lant in  the  extreme.  The  enemy  paid  them  the  highest  tribute  when 
they  permitted  our  burying  party  to  land  the  following  day. 

You  will  see  from  the  following  table  that  our  loss  was  about  50  per 
cent. : 

Officers  engaged • 23 

Officers  sale 9 

KiUed 1 

MissiDg 7 

Woanded 5 

Rank  and  file  engaged 318 

Killed,  woanded,  and  missing* 147 

I  may  add  that  I  was  ordered  to  remain  in  charge  of  the  camp,  and 
that  I  was  called  from  attendance  on  the  wounded,  who  were  arriving 
all  night,  to  form  my  men  for  the  advance  to  the  other  side.  I  brought 
all  my  men  back  in  safety.  I  shall  endeavor  to  write  at  greater  length 
by  the  next  mail. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FEANCIS  WINTHROP  PALFREY, 
Lieutenant-Colonely  Comdg.  Twentieth  Regiment  Mass.  VolSm 

To  His  Excellency  Governor  Andrew. 


No.  7. 
Beport  of  Capt  WiUiam  F.  Bartlett^  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

Camp  Benton,  October  23, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  to  report  that  100  men  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment 
crossed  from  Swan's  (or  Ilarrisou's)  Island  at  3.30  a.  m.  on  Monday 
morning,  October  21,  to  support  the  detachment  of  the  Massachnsett-s 
Fifteenth  and  cover  its  retreat.  We  climbed  the  steep  bank,  150  feet 
high,  with  difficulty,  and  took  post  on  the  right  of  the  open  space  above, 
sending  out  scouts  in  all  directions.  The  detachment  of  the  Twentieth 
consisted  of  two  companies,  I  and  D,  in  all  102  men,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Lee.  A  little  after  daylight  First  Sergeant  Riddle,  of  company 
I,  was  brought  in,  shot  through  the  arm  by  some  pickets  of  the  enemy 
on  the  right.  At  8  a.  m.  a  splendid  volley  was  heard  from  the  direction 
of  the  Fifteenth,  who  had  advanced  half  a  mile  up  the  road  leading  from 
the  river,  and  soon  wounded  men  were  brought  back  towards  the  river. 
We  were  then  deployed  by  Colonel  Lee  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of 
the  road  mentioned,  leaving  an  opening  for  the  Fifteenth  to  pass  throngh 
in  retreat.  They  fell  back  in  good  onler  at  about  10  a.  m.  At  11  the 
other  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  arrived  from  the  island,  and  Colonel 

•  See  repot  No.  3. 
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Devens,  with  his  command,  moTed  inland  again.  At  this  time  the  le- 
maioing  men  of  the  Twentieth,  nnder  Major  Bevere,  joined  ns. 

3Iajor  Eevere  had  daring  the  morning  brought  round  from  the  other 
side  of  the  island  a  small  scow,4he  only  means  of  transportation  ex- 
cepting the  whale-boat,  holding  16,  and  the  two  skiifs,  holding  4  and  5, 
lespectively,  with  which  we  crossed  in  the  morning.  At  2  o'clock  the 
detachment  of  Baker's  brigade  and  the  Tammany  regiment  had  arrived, 
and  Colonel  Baker,  who  disposed  the  troops  under  his  command.  The 
318  men  of  the  Twentieth  were  in  the  open  space,  the  right  up  the  river. 
The  Fifteenth  were  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  right;  a  part  of 
the  Galifomia  (Baker's)  regiment  on  their  left,  touching  at  right  angles 
our  right. 

One  company  of  the  Twentieth,  under  Oaptain  Putnam,  was  deployed 
as  skirmishers  on  the  right  in  the  woods ;  one  under  Captain  Crownin- 
shield  on  the  left.  Captain  Putnam  lost  an  arm  in  the  beginning  of 
the  engagement  and  was  carried  to  the  rear.  His  company  kept  their 
ground  well,  under  Lieutenant  HallowelL  The  Fifteenth  had  before 
this,  after  the  arrival  of  General  Baker,  fallen  back  the  second  time 
in  good  order,  and  had  been  placed  by  General  Baker  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

The  enemy  now  opened  on  us  from  the  woods  in  front  with  a  heavy 
fire  of  musketry,  which  was  very  effective.  They  fired  low,  the  balls 
all  going  within  from  1  toi4  feet  of  the  ground.  Three  companies  of 
the  Twentieth  were  kept  in  reserve,  but  on  the  open  ground,  exposed 
to  a  destructive  fire.  It  was  a  continual  fire  now,  with  occasional 
pauses  of  one  or  two  minutes,  until  the  last.  The  rifled  cannon  was  on 
the  left  in  the  open  ground,  in  front  of  a  part  of  Baker's  regiment,  ex- 
l)osed  to  a  hot  fire.  It  was  not  discharged  more  than  eight  times. 
The  gunners  were  shot  down  in  the  first  of  the  engagement,  and  I  saw 
Colonel  Lee  carry  a  charge  to  the  gun  with  his  own  hands.  The  last 
time  that  it  was  fired  the  recoil  carried  it  down  the  rise  to  the  edge  of 
the  bank.  The  men  of  the  Twentieth  Begiment  behaved  admirably, 
and  all  that  were  left  of  them  were  on  the  field  alter  the  battle  was  de- 
clared lost  by  General  Baker.  They  acted,  at  least  all  under  my  com- 
mand, with  great  coolness  and  bravery,  and  obeyed  every  order  im- 
plicity:  and  even  after  the  intimation  had  been  given  that  we  must 
sarrenaer  in  order  to  save  the  men  that  were  left,  they  cheerfully  rallied, 
and  delivered  a  well-directed  fire  upon  two  companies  which  we  came 
upon  which  had  just  advanced  out  of  the  woods.  We  were  slowly  driven 
back  by  their  fire  in  return,  and  covered  ourselves  with  the  slight  rise 
mentioned  above. 

We  now  tried  to  induce  the  colonel  to  attempt  an  escape,  and  got  him 
down  the  bank  unhurt.  I  turned  to  collect  the  remnant  of  my  company, 
and  when  I  returned  to  the  bank  they  told  me  that  the  colonel  (Lee), 
major,  and  adjutant  had  got  into  a  small  boat,  and  were  by  this  time 
safely  across.  Feeling  at  ease  then  about  them,  I  collected  all  that  £ 
foand  of  the  Twentieth,  and  gave  permission  to  all  those  who  could 
swim,  and  wished  to,  tx>  take  the  water,  and  sent  over  reports  and  mes- 
sages by  them.  I  tnen  ordered  those  of  the  regiment  who  could  not 
swim  to  follow  up  the  river,  in  order  to  get  them  out  of  the  murderous 
volleys  which  the  enemy  were  pouring  down  on  to  us  from  the  top  of 
the  bank.  About  20  of  the  Twentieth  Begiment,  20  of  the  Fifteenth, 
and  40  of  the  Tammany  and  California  regiments  followed  us.  We  went 
np  as  far  as  the  large  miU,  where  I  found,  by  means  of  a  negro  there,  a 
small  sunken  skiff  in  the  mill-way,  and  induced  him  to  get  it  out  of 
water  and  down  to  the  river.    It  was  capable  of  holding  5  men,  and  I 
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began  to  send  them  over,  expecting  every  minnte  to  be  discovered  by 
the  enemy.  In  an  boor  they  were  all  over,  and  I  crossed  with  Lieutenant 
Abbott,  of  my  company,  and  Captain  Tromlett,  of  Company  A,  T\ren- 
tieth.  I  reported  with  the  men  at  the  hospital  on  the  island.  They  got 
across  to  this  side  dnring  the  night.  They  were  obliged  to  stop  at  the 
ferry,  and  sleep  out,  many  without  overcoats  or  blankets,  until  morning. 

Out  of  22  officers  that  were  with  us  in  the  engagement  13  are  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing.  Of  318  men,  146  are  killed,  wounded,  or  missing.* 
The  colonel  (Lee)  I  learned  at  the  island  had  not  crossed,  but  I  have 
since  learned  that  he  and  his  companions  went  farther  up  the  river, 
found  the  boat  which  I  afterwards  used,  thought  it  impracticable,  and 
went  oni  They  were,  by  the  report  of  one  or  two  men  who  have  since 
come  in,  taken  prisoners.  Colonel  Lee,  M^jor  Bevere,  Adjutant  Pierson, 
Dr.  Eevere,  and  Lieutenant  Perry  are  supposed  to  have  been  together. 

I  supposed  it  was  my  duty  to  make  Uiis  report  of  that  part  of  the 
regiment  engaged,  as  senior  officer  of  l^ose  saved. 
Very  respectfully. 

WM.  F.  BARTLETT, 
Captain  Company  J,  Twentieth  Regiment* 

General  Stone, 

Commanding  Corps  of  Observation. 


Ko.  8. 
Report  of  OoU  Milton  Oogsvoell^  Forty-second  New  York  Infantry. 

Kew  Yobk,  September  22, 1862. 

Oenebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  at  Ball's  Bluff: 

On  Sunday,  the  20th  October,  1861,  at  about  noon,  I  received  verbal 
orders  at  the  camp  of  the  Tammany  regiment  from  your  headquarters 
to  march  with  my  regiment  to  the  vicinity  of  Conrad's  Ferry,  and  there 
await  further  orders.  At  this  time  four  companies  of  my  regiment  wei*e 
on  picket  duty  along  the  Potomac  between  Conrad's  Ferry  and  the 
Monocacy.  With  the  six  companies  then  in  camp  I  moved  to  the  point 
directed,  and  with  four  companies  re-enforced  the  pickets,  retaining  two 
companies  with  me  in  bivouac  through  the  night.  At  about  2  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  the  following  day  (21st  October)  I  received  orders  to  cross  the 
Potomac  at  Harrison's  Island,  taking  with  me  the  battery  of  artillery, 
which  was  posted  at  the  same  xK)int  with  myself.  Arrived  at  the  land- 
ing opposite  Harrison's  Island,  I  found  the  greatest  confusion  existing. 
Ko  one  seemed  to  be  in  charge,  nor  any  one  superintending  the  passage 
of  the  troops,  and  no  order  was  maintained  in  their  crossing.  The  eight 
companies  of  my  regiment  on  picket  were  rapidly  concentrated  at  the 
crossing,  and  I  moved  with  one  company  of  my  regiment  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  belonging  to  the  Sixth  New  York  Battery,  to  the  island, 
leaving  verbal  omers  with  Major  Bowe,  who  remained  in  charge,  to 
push  the  remainder  of  my  regiment  on  as  soon  as  possible.  I  imme- 
diately crossed  the  island  to  make  the  passage  of  the  second  branch  of 
the  river,  and  there  found  still  greater  confusion  existing,  than  at  the 
the  first  landing.  The  California  regiment  had  already  gained  the  Vir- 
ginia shore,  and  just  as  I  arrived  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wistar,  its  com- 
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mander,  was  moving  firom  the  island  landing  in  the  life-boat.  I  then 
crossed  in  a  scow,  taking  with  me  Company  G,  Captain  McPherson,  of 
my  regiment,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  with  its  horses,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Bramhall,  Sixth  New  York  Battery.  At  this  time  the  enemy  was 
maintaining  a  fire  of  musketry  on  the  boats  from  a  wooded  hill  on  our 
right,  and  to  disperse  them  I  ordered  Captain  McPherson  to  move  with 
his  company  to  the  right  and  front  and  brush  them  away ;  which  order 
was  handsomely  executed,  and  thus  the  passage  of  the  second  branch 
was  made  safe  froih  that  quarter. 

Ordering  Lieutenant  Bramhall  to  move  his  piece  by  a  path  to  the  left 
and  report  to  Colonel  Baker  on  the  field,  I  ascended  the  bluff  (about  70 
feet  high)  and  reported  myself  to  the  same  commander.  I  found  Colo- 
nel Baker  near  the  bluff,  on  the  edge  of  an  open  field  of  about  eight  or 
ten  acres'  extent,  trapeasoidal  in  form,  the  acute  angle  being  on  the  left 
front,  the  shortest  parallel  side  near  the  edge  of  the  bluff,  and  along 
this  line  was  the  First  California  Regiment,  while  the  Fifteenth  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment  was  formed  in  line  in  the  open  woods,  forming  the 
right-hand  toundary  of  the  field,  its  line  being  nearly  peipendicnhEtr  to 
that  of  the  Cidifomia  regiment.  Two  mountain  howitzers,  under  Lieu- 
tenant French,  of  the  U.  S.  artillery,  were  posted  in  front  of  the  angle 
formed  by  these  two  regiments.  A  deep  ravine,  having  its  mouth  on 
the  left  of  the  i>oint  where  we  landed,  extended  along  the  left  of  the 
open  field  and  wound  around  in  front  of  it,  forming  nearly  a  semicircle, 
bonnded  by  wooded  hills  commanding  the  whole  open  space.  Some 
companies  of  the  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiment  were  posted  in  re- 
serve behind  the  line  of  the  California  regiment. 

Colonel  Baker  welcomed  me  on  the  field,  seemed  in  good  spirits,  and 
very  confident  of  a  successful  day.  He  requested  me  to  look  at  his  line 
of  battle,  and  with  him  I  passed  along  the  whole  front  He  asked  my 
opinion  of  his  disposition  of  troops,  and  I  told  him  frankly  that  I  deemed 
them  very  defective,  as  the  wooded  hills  beyond  the  ravine  commanded 
the  whole  so  perfectly,  that  should  they  be  occupied  by  the  enemy  he 
would  be  destroyed,  and  I  advised  an  immediate  advance  of  the  whole 
force  to  occupy  the  hills,  which  were  not  then  occupied  by  the  enemy. 
I  told  him  ttiekt  the  whole  action  must  be  on  our  left,  and  that  we  must 
occupy  those  hills.  No  attention  was  apparently  paid  to  this  advice, 
and  Colonel  Baker  ordered  me  to  take  charge  of  the  artillery,  but  with- 
out any  definite  instructions  as  to  its  service.  About  twenty  minutes 
afterwards  the  hills  on  the  left  front  to  which  I  had  called  attention 
were  occupied  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  immediately  opened  a 
sharp  fire  on  our  left  I  immediately  directed  the  artillery  to  open  fire 
on  those  skirmishers,  but  soon  perceived  that  the  fire  was  ineffectual, 
as  the  enemy  was  under  cover  of  the  trees,  shooting  down  the  artiller- 
ists at  easy  musket  range.  Soon  Lieutenant  Bramhall  and  nearly  all  the 
artillerymen  had  been  shot  down,  and  the  pieces  were  worked  for  a  time 
by  Colonel  Baker  in  person,  his  assistant  ac^utant-general  (Captain 
Harvey),  Captain  Stewart,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  division,  a 
few  other  officers,  and  myself. 

Leaving  the  pieces,  as  I  saw  the  whole  strength  of  the  enemy  was 
being  thrown  on  the  left,  I  proceeded  to  the  extreme  left,  where  I  found 
Lieutenan^Colonel  Wistar  had  been  badly  wounded,  and  that  the  left 
wing,  without  a  commander,  was  becoming  disorganized.  I  then  ordered 
Captain  Markoe,  of  the  First  California  Regiment,  to  move  his  company 
to  the  left<,  and  hold  the  hill  at  all  hazards.  Captain  Markoe  moved  as 
directed,  engaged  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and  held  his  ground  for  some 

21 B  B— VOL  V 


322  OPERATIONS  IN  BID.,   N.   VA.,    AND   W.   YA.        (Chap.  XIT. 

time,  but  could  gain  no  advantage  over  the  enemy.  About  half  an  hour 
aitervrards  Colonel  Baker  came  from  the  right  of  the  line  and  passed  in 
front  of  the  line  of  skirmishers,  when  he  was  instantly  killed  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

By  this  time  the  hUls  on  the  left  front  were  fhlly  occupied  by  the 
enemy.  Two  companies  of  my  regiment,  under  Captain  Alden,  arrived 
on  the  field,  cheering  most  heartily,  and  with  this  fresh  force  we  pushed 
the  enemy  some  60  yards  back,  but  they  had  now  obtained  too  strong 
possession  of  the  hills  to  be  dislodged.  An  unequal  contest  was  main- 
tained for  about  half  an  hour,  when  Captain  Harvey,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  reported  to  me  that,  Colonel  Baker  having  been  killed,  I  was  in 
command  of  the  field,  and  that  a  council  of  war  was  beiug  held  by  the 
remaining  colonels.  I  repaired  to  the  i>oint  occupied  by  Colonels  Lee 
and  Devens,  and  found  that  they  had  decided  on  making  a  retreat.  I 
informed  them  I  was  in  command  of  the  field ;  that  a  retreat  across  the 
river  was  impossible,  and  the  only  movement  to  be  made  was  to  cut  our 
way  through  to  Edwuds  Ferry,  and  that  a  column  of  attack  must  be 
at  once  formed  for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time  I  directed  Captain 
Harvey,  assistant  ac^utant-general,  to  form  the  whole  force  into  column 
of  attack,  faced  to  the  left. 

Having  given  these  orders,  I  proceeded  to  the  front,  and  finding  our 
lines  pressed  severely,  I  ordered  an  advance  of  the  whole  force  on  the 
right  of  the  enemy's  line.  I  was  followed  by  the  remnants  of  my  two 
companies  and  a  portion  of  the  California  regiment,  but,  for  some  rea- 
sons unknown  to  me,  was  not  joined  by  either  the  Fifteenth  or  the 
Twentieth  Massachusetts  Regiments.  We  were  overpowered  and  forced 
back  to  our  original  position,  and  again  driven  from  that  position  to  the 
river  bank  by  overwhelming  numbers.  On  the  river  bank  I  found  the 
whole  force  in  a  state  of  great  disorder.  As  I  arrived,  two  companies  of 
my  own  regiment,-  under  Captains  Gerety  and  O'MeariL  landed  from  the 
large  boat.  I  ordered  these  fresh  companies  up  the  bluff,  and  they  in- 
stantly ascended  and  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  cover  the  passage  to  the 
island,  while  I  took  about  a  dozen  men  and  moved  to  the  left  to  check  a 
heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  which  had  opened  on  us  from  the  mouth  of  the 
ravine  near.  We  were  almost  immediately  surrounded  and  captured. 
This  took  place  shortly  after  dark,  and  my  personal  knowledge  of  the 
transactions  of  the  day  ended  here. 

I  feel  it  my  duty  to  annex  to  this  report  my  high  sense  of  the  merit 
of  certain  officers  whose  actions  during  the  day  deserve  grateful  recom- 
pense and  grateful  memory  from  the  nation. 

Captain  Harvey,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  Baker's  brigade,  served 
both  before  and  aiter  the  fall  of  Colonel  Baker  with  distinguished  cour- 
age, coolness,  and  ability.  He  came  upon  the  field  almost  disabled,  but 
fiUed  his  place  wherever  its  ^duties  carried  him.  In  him  a  brave  and 
valuable  officer  was  lost  to  the  country. 

Captain  Stewart,  assistant  adjutant-general  of  the  division,  came 
upon  the  field  during  the  action,  and  displayed  that  distinguished  brav- 
ery and  coolness  in  danger  for  which  he  is  known. 

Lieutenant  Bramhall,  Sixth  New  York  Battery,  served  the  gun  which 
Jie  had  brought  to  the  field  with  great  gallantry,  and  was  most  severely 
wounded. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Wistar,  First  California  Regiment,  after  display- 
ing great  gallantry,  was  severely  wounded  and  carried  from  the  field, 
and  his  regiment  did  gallant  service  before  and  after  his  loss.  In  that 
regiment  I  would  iiarticularly  mention  Captain  Markoe,  Lieutenant 
Kerns,  and  the  color  bearer.    The  latter,  whose  name  I  regret  not  to 
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havo  learned,  boldly  held  fiist  to  his  colors,  waved  them  in  front  of  the 
line,  cheering  the  men  to  the  defense  of  their  flag. 

Of  the  Fifteenth  Massachnsetts  Begiment  I  would  xMurticnlarly  men- 
tion Captain  liowman,  who,  in  addition  to  gallantry  on  the  field,  volun- 
teered to  assist  the  last  companies  which  formed  on  the  blufGs  to  cover 
the  passage  of  the  river. 

Beports  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  and  the  First  Oaiifomia  Begi- 
ments  have,  I  understand,  been  made  direct  to  your  headquarters.  !mo 
report  has  been  received,  by  me  fh)m  the  Twentietii  Massachnsetts 
Begiment. 

Of  my  own  regiment,  the  Tammany,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly,  and 
would  mention  the  conduct  of  Oaptam  Alden.  who  brought  two  com- 
panies into  action,  drove  the  enemy  back,  checked  them,  and  fell  nobly 
doing  his  duty.  Captains  Qetety  and  CMeara  brought  their  companies 
in  good  order  to  the  field  after  the  repulse,  and  with  theit  brave  men 
held  the  bluff  until  long  after  nightfall,  thus  saving  the  command  a 
long  time  from  a  murderous  fire.  In  this  duty  Captam  G^rety  lost  his 
life  and  the  regiment  a  most  valuable  offtcer.  Lieutenant  Gillies,  who 
acted  as  my  a^ntant  and  aide-de-camp  during  the  day,  performed  his 
duty  most  gallantly,  and  fell  after  the  final  repnlse. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  deem  it  my  duty  as  conunander  of  the  field 
dnring  the  last  part  of  the  action  to  state  my  convictions  as  to  the  prin- 
cipal causes  of  the  untoward  results  of  the  day:  First  The  transporta- 
tion of  troqps  across  the  two  branches  of  the  river  was  in  no  way  guarded 
or  organized.  There  were  no  guards  at  any  of  the  landings.  No  boats^ 
crews  had  been  detailed^  and  each  command  as  it  arrived  was  obliged 
to  organize  its  own.  "ao  guns  were  placed  in  position  either  on  the 
Maryland  side  or  on  the  island  to  protect  the  passage,  although  several 
pieces  were  disposable  on  the  Maryland  shore  near  the  landing.  Had 
the  fhll  capacity  of  the  boats  been  employed,  more  than  twice  as  many 
men  might  have  crossed  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  action.  Second. 
The  dispositions  on  the  field  were  faulty^  according  to  my  judgment. 
Had  the  hiUs  on  our  left  ftont  been  occupied  half  an  hour  after  I  came 
on  the  field,  as  they  might  have  been  without  loss,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  dislodge  us,  and  we  might  have  oeen  indefinitely  re- 
enforced.  As  the  lines  were  formed  it  was  impossible  ever  to  bring 
more  than  300  or  400  men  into  action  at  a  time,  and  yet  from  the  choice 
of  ^und  those  men  not  in  action  were  still  exposed  to  fire.  The  whole 
bnint  of  the  action  fell,  as  had  been  pointed  out  to  the  commander,  on 
the  left  and  the  right,  and  the  reserve  could  render  no  service  or  assist- 
ance to  their  brave  comrades,  whilst  they  were  themselves  being  shot 
down  at  their  separate  posts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

M.  COGSWELL, 
Colonel  Forty-second  New  York  Volunieersj  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  Charlbs  P.  Stone. 


No.  9. 
Report  of  Lieut.  CoL  James  J.  Mooney^  Forty-second  New  York  Infantry. 

Hbabquabtebs  Tammany  Begiment, 
Camp  Lyonj  near  Foolesville^  3M,  November  4, 1861. 

SiB:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  complete  report  of  an  engagement 
^nth  the  rel>els  at  a  point  on  the  Potomac  Biver,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
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ginia^nown  as  Ball's  Blaff«  in  which  the  Tammany  regiment  firom 
New  York  were  active  participants. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  ultimo  Colonel  Go^well  received  orders 
from  Brigadier-Oeneral  Stone  to  hold  the  regiment  in  readiness  to 
march  on  a  moment's  warning  to  a  point  2  miles  below  Oonrad's  Ferry, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland.  On  arriving  at  the  point  the  whole  regiment 
was  transported  in  good  order  and  withont  accident  to  Harrison's  Isl- 
and, about  midway  between  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  shores,  in  the 
Potomac  Biver. 

Here,  in  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  general  in  command,  the 
regiment  commenced  crossing  to  the  Virginia  shore  to  a  steep  acclivity, 
some  50  feet  in  height.  The  passage  across  was  slow  and  tedious, 
owing  to  the  inadequate  means  of  transit  provided,  only  about  a  sin- 
gle company  being  able  to  cross  at  a  time.  Company  A,  Captain  Har- 
rington ;  Company  C,  Lieutenant  McPberson ;  Company  E,  Capt.  T. 
H.  O^Meara:  Company  H,  Capt.  H.  H.  Alden^nd  Company  K,  Capt. 
M.  Gerety,  nad  succeeded  in  crossing  to  the  Virginia  shore,  and  were 
hotly  engaged  in  a  sanguinary  and  uneven  conflict  with  the  rebels, 
when  the  boat  used  for  the  transportation  of  troops  to  the  battle-field 
was  8wamx)ed  on  a  return  trip,  laden  with  wounded  and  dead  soldiers 
who  had  Just  fallen  on  the  field  of  battle.  How  many  of  our  bleeding 
soldiers  were  thus  buried  beneath  the  waters  of  the  Potomac  it  was 
impossible  in  the  confusion  that  followed  to  ascertain.  No  inconsider- 
able number  were  rescued  by  their  comrades  in  arms  on  the  island,  and 
others,  not  seriously  iiyured,  escaped  by  their  own  exertions,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  but  some  were  drowned  by  this  unfortunate  occurrence.  As 
this  was  the  only  boat  at  command.  Companies  B,  Lieut.  J.  McGrath ; 
D,  Capt.  Isaac  Gotthold ;  F,  Capt  J.  W.  Tobin ;  G,  Captain  Quinn ; 
and  I,  Capt.  D.  Hogg,  were  thus  prevented  fh)m  crossing  to  Virginia 
to  assist  their  compatriots  already  in  conflict  with  a  largely  superior 
force  of  the  enemy.  The  men  evinced  the  deepest  anxiety  to  go  to  the 
rescue  of  their  brother  soldiers,  and  manifested  the  most  unmistakable 
sorrow  on  learning  the  imi>08sibility  of  engaging  with  the  enemy. 

The  detachment  of  the  Tammany  which  succeeded  in  crossing  to  the 
Virginia  shore  was  marched  up  the  steep  acclivity,  and  immediately 
entered  into  the  conflict,  already  progressing,  with  a  spirit  and  intre- 
pidity that  would  have  done  credit  to  older  and  more  experienced  sol- 
diers, but  the  contest  was  too  uneven,  and,  notwithstanding  the  valor 
and  steadfastness  of  the  men,  the  battle  weut  against  us,  though  twice 
the  troops  of  the  Tammany  impetuously  and  with  great  effect  charged 
on  the  enemy  after  the  order  for  the  retreat  had  been  given.  The  retreat 
was  conducted  with  the  most  perfect  order  to  the  river,  our  soldiers 
contesting  every  inch  of  the  ground  in  retiring.  On  arriving  at  the 
river  and  finding  no  means  of  conveyance  to  the  island,  our  troops 
were  ordered  to  throw  their  arms  into  the  river  and  such  of  them  who 
could  swim  to  do  so,  as  this  was  their  only  alternative  from  being  taken 
prisoners. 

Below  I  transmit  to  you  a  list  of  those  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
Having  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  actual  facts  in  the  case^  of  course 
there  are  many  unavoidable  inaccuracies  in  the  list,  and  it  is  but  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  at  least  a  large  propertion  of  those  reported  as 
wounded  and  missing  are  among  the  dead.* 

On  the  death  of  Col.  £.  D.  Baker,  acting  brigadier-general,  CoL 

*  The  nominal  lists  omitted  above  show  casualties  U^  have  been  9  killed.  10  wounded, 
and  135  missing ;  but  see  report  No.  3. 
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Milton  Cogswell,  of  the  Tammany  regiment^  assumed  command  of  the 
brigade.  Though  the  fortunes  of  the  Union  forces  had  already  com- 
menced to  wane,  Colonel  Cogswell  rallied  them  with  consummate  skill, 
and  when  retreat  became  inevitable,  drew  off  the  men  in  the  best  possi- 
ble style,  ordering  them  to  cast  their  muskets  and  accouterments  into 
the  river  rather  than  leave  them  as  trophies  for  the  rebels.  He  was 
woanded  in  the  hand,  though  it  is  supposed  not  seriously,  sufficiently 
80,  however,  to  prevent  him  from  swimming  to  the  island,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  he  was  doubtless  taken  prisoner. 

Captain  Harrington  [Company  A]  conducted  himself  both  on  the 
battlefield  and  in  the  retreat  with  great  coolness  and  discretion.  On 
seeing  that  he  must  either  be  kiU^  or  taken  prisoner,  he  threw  his 
sword  in  the  river,  divested  himself  of  his  wearing  apparel,  and  swam 
to  the  island. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  Captain  CMeara  [Company 
E]  and  those  under  his  command.  They  fought  with  undaunted 
bravery  and  great  efficiency,  and  when  vanquished  at  last.  Captain 
CMeara  swam  to  the  island  and  implored  Colonel  Hinks,  then  in  com- 
mand there,  for  the  use  of  a  boat  to  rescue  his  brave  men  from  the 
hands  of  the  enemy^  and  failing  in  this,  he  recrossed  the  river  to  Vir- 
ginia in  order  to  assist  his  men  in  person  with  the  best  means  he  could 
devise  to  escape.  As  he  did  not  return  it  is  presumed  that  he  is  now 
a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  His  persistent  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  safety  and  welfare  of  those  under  his  command  are  worthy  of 
the  highest  encomiums. 

Captain  Alden  [Company  H]  fell  at  almost  the  first  volley  from  the 
enemy.  His  remains  were  afterward  recognized  by  Captain  Yaughan, 
of  the  Third  Bhode  Island  Battery,  who  crossed  to  the  Virginia  shore 
with  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  23d  instant  and  buried  a  portion  of  the  dead. 
Though  deprived  of  their  commander  thus  early  in  the  action,  the  com- 
pany still  continued  to  fight  with  commendable  ardor. 

The  supposition  that  Captain  Gerety  [Company  K]  is  among  the 
killed  is  well  founded,  though  not  fully  authenticated.  He  shouldered 
a  masket  and  was  seen  to  be  engaged  in  the  conflict  in  person.  It  is 
credited  that  he  was  killed  pierced  with  several  balls,  and  that  his 
body  was  afterward  terribly  mutilated  by  passing  cavalry  of  the  enemy. 
Sergt.  Thomas  Wright,  of  Company  G,  who  was  detailed  on  the  island 
to  assist  in  the  transportation  of  troops,  is  missing. 

The  detachment  of  the  Tammany  regiment  that  remained  on  the 
island  in  consequence  of  the  accident  heretofore  mentioned — consisting 
of  Companies  B,  Lieut.  James  McGrath  commanding ;  D,  Capt.  Isaac 
Gotthold  commanding  J  F,  Capt.  J.  W.  Tobin  commanding;  G,  Capt. 
John  Quinn  commandmg;  and  I,  Capt.  David  Hogg  commanding — 
were  on  active  and  arduous  service  from  the  moment  of  their  arrival 
on  the  island  until  2  p.  m.  of  the  succeeding  day  in  taking  care  of  and 
conveying  the  wounded  to  the  hospital,  and  in  standing  in  the  intrench- 
ments'as  a  guard  under  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  firom  the  enemy. 
Notwithstanding  the  inclement  wind  and  storm  that  prevailed  during  the 
night,  the  men  performed  the  disagreeable  task  assigned  them  without 
a  murmur. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  22d  the  Tammany  regiment  was  relieved 
by  the  Twenty-seventh  Indiana  Regiment,  of  General  Hamilton's  bri- 
gade. 

The  regiment  was  then  marched  back  to  Camp  Lyon,  and  though 
^eved  and  disappointed  at  the  result  of  the  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  their  zeal  and  ardor  are  unabated.    The  inauspicious  result^ 
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which  was  entirely  beyond  the  control  of  those  engaged,  and  for  which 
they  cannot  in  the  slightest  be  held  responsible,  has  had  the  effect  of 
inspiring  the  men  with  renewed  determination,  instead  of  producing 
discontent  and  disorganization,  which  too  often  follow  npon  the  heels 
of  such  lamentable  disasters. 

It  would  be  uigust  to  close  this  report  without  pa3ring  tribute  to  the 
exertions  of  M%j.  Peter  Bowe  and  Lieut.  Thomas  Abbott  in  superintend- 
ing the  transportation  of  troops  to  the  Virginia  shore  and  bringing  back 
to  the  island  the  dead,  dying,  wounded,  and  discomfited  soldiers.  The 
task  was  a  severe  one,  but  toey  performed  it  with  fidelity  and  promp- 
titude. Their  assiduous  attention  to  the  duties  devolving  upon  them 
deserves  the  highest  and  most  honorable  mention. 
Bespectfhlly, 

JAMBS  J.  MOONBY, 
Lieutenant-Oolonely  Oamdg.  Tammany  Begiment  N.  T.  8.  V. 

His  Excellency  Edwin  D.  Morgan, 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  New  TorJc. 


Ko.  10. 


Report  of  Lieut  OoL  Isaae  J.  TTwtor,  Bevent/y-firet  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

Hbadquabtebs  FmsT  Califobnia  Bbgdcent, 

Near  Pooleeville,  Jfd.,  October  22, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  send  for  the  examination  of  the  eeneral 
commanding  a  rebel  officer  captured  yesterday  by  Gapt.  John  Markoe 
in  one  of  the  enemy's  charges  upon  our  position  at  Conrad's  Feny. 
Captain  Markoe  was  afterward  captured  himself  by  the  enemy. 

Having  been  severely  wounded  myself  near  the  dose  of  the  action,  I 
am  unable  to  make  fk  detailed  report  of  my  losses  on  the  occasion,  fur- 
ther than  my  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  amount  to  more  tiian  one- 
half  those  engaged.  Most  of  those  who  escaped  swam  the  river,  con- 
sequently my  loss  in  muskets  is  very  great;  but  comparatively  few  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  euemy,  they  mostly  having  been  destroyed  in  the 
river  to  prevent  it. 

I  went  into  action  with  about  GOO  men,  being  the  first  battalion  of 
my  regiment,  yesterday  afternoon  about  2  p.  m. 

The  action  continued  until  dark,  with  a  heavy  loss  on  both  sides,  the 
firing  on  both  sides  being  very  spirited  and  effective. 

Out  of  the  whole  force  I  can  parade  this  afternoon  about  270  men, 
the  officers  having  suffered  disproportionally  great. 

My  own  wounds  are  severe  and  painful  but  not  fatal,  with  ordinary 
good  fortune,  as  I  understand,  and  I  hope  to  make  a  detailed  report 
shortly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  J.  WISTAB, 
Lieutenant-Colonely  Commanding  Calif omia  Regiment^ 

Per  JNO.  L.  WINKHON, 
(Colonel  Wistar  being  unable  to  write.) 
Captain  Stewabt, 

Assistant  Adjuta/ntOeneral, 
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No.  U. 

Beport  of  Capi.  FraneU  O.  Young j  of  Cohmd  Bdker^s  staff. 

Sib:  At  the  request  of  the  relatives  and  many  friends  of  Colonel 
Bf^er  I  have  the  honor  to  aabmit  a  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  en- 
gagement on  last  Monday,  the  2l8t  instant,  fought  opposite  Harrison's 
IslaDd.  on  the  Virginia  shore. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  of  General  Stone,  the  first  battalion  of  the 
Gahfomia  regiment^  Baker's  brigade,  nnder  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wistar,  1^  Camp  Observation,  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Monocacy,  at  4  a.  m.  Monday,  and  reached  Conrad's  Ferry  at  sunrise. 
The  battalion  stacked  arms,  and  I  proceeded  to  Edwards  Ferry,  dis- 
tant 5  miles,  and  reported  to  (General  Stone  for  orders.  Lieutenant 
Howe,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  arrived  there  at  the  same  time, 
and  reported  that  he  had  crossed  the  river  at  Harrison's  Island  during 
the  night,  and  with  some  others  of  his  regiment  had  scouted  the  country 
in  the  direction  of  Leesbnrg  and  found  no  enemy.  General  Stone  there- 
upon directed  me  to  return  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wistar.  with  an  order 
for  the  battalion  to  stand  fast  until  perchance  he  should  hear  heavy 
firing  in  fh>nt,  and  in  that  event  to  cross  to  the  Virginia  shore  at 
Harrison's  Island.  At  this  time  the  summit  of  the  bluff  opposite  the 
island  on  the  Virginia  side  was  occupied  by  six  companies  of  the 
Fifteenth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Devens,  a  detachment  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Massachusetts,  Colonel  Lee,  and  two  companies  of  the  Tammany 
regiment :  idso,  two  small  howitzers  of  the  Bhode  Island  Battery  on 
the  island.  These  forces  had  crossed  during  the  night  preceding,  and 
on  my  return  to  Colond  Wistar  irregnlar  finng  of  musketiy  was  heard 
from  the  bluff  opposite  the  island.  Shortly  alterweadB  Colonel  Baker 
arrived  with  the  other  officers  of  his  staffip  and  in  a  little  while  General 
Stone  dispatched  to  him  from  Edwards  Ferry  an  order  in  writing  that 
in  the  event  of  heavy  firing  in  direction  of  Harrison's  Island  he  should 
advance  the  California  regiment  or  retire  the  Union  forces  from  the 
Virginia  side  of  the  river  at  his  discretion,  and  to  assume  the  command 
on  reaching  the  Virginia  side.  Colonel  Baker  immediately  sent  for 
three  regiments  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  from  his  brigade  and  for 
Colonel  Cogswell  and  the  rest  of  his  Tammany  regiment. 

Proceeding  to  the  crossing  at  Harrison's  Island,  we  found  the  means 
of  transportation  to  consist  of  two  flat-boats  of  the  capacity  of  25  to 
40  men,  and  a  small  skiff,  which  would  carry  but  3  or  4  men.  The 
river  was  swollen  and  the  current  rapid,  and  there  was  much  labor 
and  delay  in  making  use  of  the  boats.  Another  flat-boat  was  found  in 
the  cansJ  1  mile  distant,  and  being  towed  down  to  the  crossing,  was 
with  much  difficulty  got  into  the  Potomac.  Colonel  Baker  immediately 
crossed  with  me  and  as  many  men  as  could  be  got  into  the  boats  to  the 
island,  and  reaching  the  opposite  side  of  the  island  found  one  flat-boat 
and  a  small  metallic  boat.  He  crossed  to  the  Virginia  shore  without 
delay  with  Adjutant-General  Harvey,  sending  me  back  with  an  order 
for  Colonel  Cogswell  to  bring  over  the  artillery. 

It  was  now  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  Colonel  Cogswell  coming  over  from 
the  Maryland  side  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  horses  and  men,  we 
carried  with  us  the  two  howitzers  of  the  Bhode  Island  Battery  and 
crossed  to  the  Virginia  side.  The  bank  is  of  miry  clay,  and  the  heights 
almost  precipitous,  with  fallen  trees  and  rocks,  making  it  very  difficult 
to  get  up  the  artillery.  Arriving  by  circuitous  routes  on  the  summit, 
we  foand  an  open  field  of  six  acres,  covered  with  wild  grass,  scrub  oak, 
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and  locust  trees,  and  forming  a  segment  of  a  circle,  the  arc  of  which 
was  surrounded  with  trees.  Colonel  Baker  apprised  Colonel  Devens 
that  he  had  been  placed  in  command,  and  learned  that  the  Fifteenth 
Massachusetts,  after  having  advanced  for  a  mile  in  the  direction  of 
Leesburg,  had  been  attacked  and  fallen  back  to  the  position  which  they 
then  occupied^  just  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  on  the  right.  The  other 
forces  were  lying  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  with  the  exception  of 
an  occasional  rine  shot  all  was  quiet,  and  no  sight  of  an  enemy.  The 
two  howitzers  and  one  piece  of  artillery  were  drawn  by  the  men  out 
into  the  open  field,  pointing  to  the  woods  in  front,  the  artillery  horses 
not  being  brought  up  the  steep. 

After  a  quarter  of  an  hour  had  passed,  the  enemy  making  no  sign, 
two  companies  of  the  California  battalion,  A  and  D,  were  sent  out  fi^Sm 
the  left  as  skirmishers  through  the  wood.  They  had  advanced  but  a 
few  rods,  when  with  a  yell  a  tremendous  volley  of  rifle  shot  from  the 
concealed  enemy  drove  them  back,  and  from  that  moment  up  to  the 
fall  of  Colonel  Baker  there  was  no  cessation  of  heavy  firing  from  the 
enemy  in  the  woods.  The  re-enforcements  from  the  island  came  up  very 
slowly,  and  it  was  evident  to  all  that  unless  aid  in  force  reached  us 
frt>m  the  left  we  should  be  driven  into  the  river,  as  the  increasing 
yells  and  firing  of  the  enemy  indicated  their  larger  number  and  nearer 
approach.  The  two  howitzers  were  of  no  service,  and  the  12-x>ounder| 
being  manned  by  Colonel  Baker,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wistar,  Adjutant- 
General  Harvey,  Captain  BieraJ,  and  a  few  privates  of  his  company 
(G),  was  fired  not  more  than  five  or  six  times,  and,  excepting  the  last 
time,  with  doubtful  effect,  as  the  enemy  was  at  no  time  visible.  We 
simply  fired  at  the  woods. 

Colonel  Baker  was  at  all  times  in  the  open  field,  walking  in  frt>nt  of 
the  men  lying  on  the  ground,  exhibiting  the  greatest  coolness  and  cour- 
age. The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  constant,  and  the  bullets  fell  like  hail- 
stones, but  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  was  firing  into  the  open  field 
without  direct  aim.  Colonel  Baker  fell  about  5  o'clock.  He  was  stand- 
ing near  the  left  of  the  woods,  and  it  is  believed  he  was  shot  with  a 
cavalry  revolver  by  a  private  of  the  enemy,  who,  after  Colonel  Baker 
fell,  crawled  on  his  hands  and  knees  to  the  body  and  was  attempting 
to  take  his  sword,  when  Captain  Bieral  with  10  of  his  men  rushed  up 
and  shot  him  through  the  head  and  rescued  the  body.  At  the  time 
Colonel  Baker  was  shot  he  was  looking  at  a  mounted  ofBcer,  who  rode 
down  a  few  rods  into  the  field  frt>m  the  woods,  who,  being  shot  at  by  one 
of  our  men,  returned  to  the  woods  and  apx)eared  to  be  falling  from  his 
horse.  Colonel  Baker,  turning  about>,  said,  "  See,  he  falls,"  and  immedi- 
ately fell,  receiving  four  balls,  each  of  which  would  be  fatal.  I  had  but 
a  moment  before,  standing  by  his  side,  been  ordered  by  Colonel  Bakec 
to  go  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  General  Stone  for  re-enforcements 
on  the  left,  as  there  was  no  transportation  across  the  river  for  the  wants 
of  the  hour.  There  was  some  collusion  on  the  field,  and  the  officers  of 
the  companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment  ordered  their 
men  to  retreat.  The  enemy  then  for  the  first  time  came  out  of  the  wood 
at  double-quick,  and  receiving  a  double  charge  of  grape-shot  from  the 
12-pounder,  broke  in  disorder  and  returned  to  the  woods.  There  were 
but  few  of  the  Federal  forces  now  on  the  field,  having  returned  to  the 
river  side  down  the  steep,  but  finding  no  means  of  escape,  some  200 
charged  up  the  hill  and  poured  in  a  volley,  the  enemy  at  this  time 
occupying  the  field.  It  was  getting  dark,  and  some  one  tied  a  white 
handkerchief  to  a  sword  and  went  forward.  Many  were  taken  prisoners 
at  the  moment,  and  some  fled  into  the  woods  on  either  side,  and  many 
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Others  ran  down  to  the  crossing.  I  got  the  body  of  Colonel  Baker  on 
the  flat-boat,  at  this  time  partly  filled  with  water,  the  dead  and  wounded, 
and  safely  reached  the  island.  Throwing  away  their  arms  the  men  swam 
the  river,  the  enem^  firing  upon  them  from  the  heights.  The  boat  re- 
toming  to  the  Yirgmia  side  was  overcrowded,  and,  ^ing  leaky,  sank  in 
the  middle  of  the  river,  and  many  drowned  at  that  time. 

Lieatenant-Oolonel  Wistar,  an  hour  before,  having  received  four 
shots  in  various  parts  of  his  body,  had  been  carried  ftom  the  field,  and 
Colonel  Cogswell  being  wounded  in  the  arm,  there  was  no  officer  in  com- 
mand. Adjutant-General  Harvey  had  a  shot  in  his  cheek,  but  remained 
on  the  field  and  was  taken  prisoner.  Colonel  Devens  safely  reached  the 
shore;  but  I  can  give  no  information  concerning  Colonel  Lee.  He  with 
Colonel  Cogswell  are  probably  prisoners. 

When  Colonel  Cogswell  crossed  the  river  he  brought  a  second  order 
in  writing  with  him  from  General  Stone,  to  the  effect  that  Colonel  Baker 
should,  if  he  could,  advance  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg,  and  that  he 
might  count  upon  meeting  the  enemy  in  force  of  about  4,000.  These 
orders  I  found  in  Colonel  Baker's  hat,  alter  he  had  fallen,  stained  with 
his  blood. 

During  the  engagement  our  forces  to  the  number  of  5,000,  with  many 
pieces  of  artillery,  were  in  plain  view  on  the  Maryland  side,  but  having 
no  means  of  transportation,  were  of  no  service.  The  position  occupied 
by  our  forces  was  but  a  few  rods  from  the  river  side,  and  there  were  no 
houses  or  roads  in  view.  I  have  no  means  of  stating  accurately  the 
number  of  our  loss  but  that  of  the  California  battalion,  which  is  about 
260  out  of  680.  Colonel  Baker  and  aU  the  officers  were  on  foot  through- 
oat  the  engagement,  leaving  their  horses  tied  to  the  trees,  and  they  all 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Thero  was  an  inefiectual  effort  to 
throw  the  12-pounder  and  howitzers  down  the  steep  into  the  river,  but 
being  obstructed  by  fallen  trees,  they  did  not  reach  the  water,  and  the 
next  day  wero  drawn  by  the  enemy  up  on  the  hill. 

A  first  lieutenant  of  the  Eighth  Eegiment  Virginia  Infantry,  named 
J.  Owen  Beny,  by  mistake  rede  into  our  lines,  having  been  left  behind 
by  his  company,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  early  part  of  the  engage- 
ment and  sent  to  our  camp.  He  states  that  the  rebels  aro  abundantly 
supplied  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  rations,  but  aro  sadly  in  want  of 
clothing.  A  few  privates  also  fell  into  our  hands,  but  not  being  able  to 
csuiy  them  away,  they  escax)ed  from  us. 

The  depth  of  the  river  at  the  crossing  ranges  from  3  to  10  feet,  and 
the  width  of  the  first  crossing  is  about  100  yards,  and  of  the  second  60 
yards ;  it  may  be  more.  Thero  was  no  rogularity  or  order  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  boats. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  G.  YOUNG, 
CaptaiUj  of  General  Baker's  Staff. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSBND. 

[IndoTsementt.] 

Hbadquartees  of  the  Abmy, 

Washington,  October  28, 1861. 

Bespectfully  roferred  to  General  Stone,  by  whom  it  should  be  for- 
warded in  due  course.  It  is  proper  to  state  that  Captain  Young  stated 
in  person  that  he  had  wished  to  prepare  an  account  of  the  battle  in 
which  Colonel  Baker  was  killed,  having  been  one  of  his  staff.  He  was 
told  to  submit  it  in  writing,  which  he  did. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- QeneraL 
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Beoeived  headquarters  Corps  of  Observationi  Poolesville,  October  31, 
1861. 

This  extraordinary  prodaction  of  a  fertile  imagination  is  respectfolly 
forwarded.  I  have  no  time  to  notice  its  misstatements,  bat  would 
simply  call  attention  to  the  last  clause  in  the  communication,  which  I 
am  informed  is  true:  ^^  There  was  no  regularity  or  order  in  the  move- 
ment of  the  boats."  Had  there  been,  there  would  have  been  no  dis- 
aster, and  Mr.  Young,  the  author  of  tne  within,  was  Goloncd  Baker's 
quartermaster. 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier'QenercU^  Commanding* 


No.  12. 


Beport  of  Brig.  Qen.  Charles  P.  8tone^  U.  S.  Armjfy  o/operaHons  opposite 

Edwards  Ferry ^  Maryland. 

Hbabquabtebs  Gobps  of  Obsbbvation, 

PooUstillej  November  2, 1861. 

Genebal  :  On  the  23d  October,  at  about  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  received 
the  special  order  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy  at  the  hands  of  Gol. 
A.  y.  Golbum,  assistant  acyutant-general.  In  obedience  thereto  I  im- 
mediately crossed  the  river  at  Edwards  Ferry  and  assumed  command  of 
the  troops  then  on  the  Virginia  side,  which  I  found  to  be  as  follows,  viz: 
General  Abercrombie's  brigade,  of  General  Banks'  division;  Gleneral 
€k)rman's  brigade,  of  my  division ;  130  Van  Alen  Gavalry  [Thiid  New 
York],  under  Majors  Mix  and  Lewis;  7  companies  Seventn  Michigan 
Volunteers,  Golonel  Grosvenor ;  2  companies  Twelfth  Begiment  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers,  under  Lieuteuant-Goldnel  Palfrey;  the  Andrew 
Sharpshooters;*  the  rifle  company  of  Boston  Tiger  Zouaves,  Gaptain 
Wass,  and  a  section  of  Eicketts'  battery  (howitzers),  under  Sergt.  Hart. 

I  immediately  placed  General  Gorman  in  charge  of  the  operations  at 
the  ferry,  the  Seventh  Michigan  Volunteers  being  detailed  to  guard  the 
landing  and  man  the  boats. 

Having  seen  the  landing  place  properly  guarded,  I  dispatched  Lieu- 
tenant Pierce,  Van  Alen  Gavaby.  with  a  small  party,  to  scout  up  Goose 
Greek  to  the  bridge  and  across  tnat  along  the  Georgetown  road  to  the 
vicinity  of  Frankville,  causing  him  to  be  cautiously  followed  by  a  party 
of  15  marksmen  from  the  picket  at  the  bridge,  and  while  awaiting  his 
rex)ort  made  a  rapid  visit  to  each  separate  command,  and  to  the  rlght.^ 
front,  and  left  of  the  positions  held  by  our  troops.  1  caused  the  right 
of  the  line,  the  Monroe  house,  to  be  strengthened  by  2  companies,  and 
pointed  out  to  the  commanding  officer  (Gaptain  Wass)  the  best  method 
of  quickljr  strengthening  his  position  by  slight  intrenchments,  extended 
the  line  of  pickets  to  the  river  bank,  and  then  proceeded  far  enough  to 
the  left  and  front  to  get  a  view  of  Leesburg  from  the  Tuscarora  VaUey, 
without  seeing  anything  of  the  enemy. 

While  engaged  in  this  examination  1  was  suddenly  informed  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing  in  force  on  the  right.  Although  this  information 
was  delivered  in  a  confused  manner,  I  deemed  it  but  prudent  to  prepare 
for  action,  and  immediately  ordered  the  troops  to  form,  having  the  artil- 

*  Or  fir^t  company  Massachusetts  Sharpshooters,  attached  to  Fifteenth  Massachu- 
setts Infnntry. 
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lery  in  the  center,  in  fh)nt  of  the  fliat  bloff  fiom  the  river,  with  the  de- 
tadiment  of  the  Twentieth  Massachofletts  and  a  company  of  First  Min- 
nesota in  snpi>ort ;  the  cavabry  and  Sixteenth  Indiana  Yolouteers  on 
the  right,  with  the  Thirtieth  Pennsylvania  in  reserve ;  and  the  Thirty- 
fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  Second  New  York  State  Militia,  and  First 
Minnesota  on  the  left.  The  Andrew  Sharpshooters  were  placed  along  a 
fence  running  fh>m  the  Monroe  house  on  the  right  to  the  wooded  hill 
near  the  bridge  on  the  left,  which  wooded  hill  was  strengthened  to  12 
companies  of  infeuitry  from  the  various  regiments,  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Lucas.  These  arrangements  were  rapidly 
made,  but  on  sifting  the  information  I  was  satisfied  no  advance  had 
been  made  by  the  enemy,  and  allowed  the  troops  to  leave  the  lines, 
holding  themselves  in  readiness  to  resume  them  at  a  moment's  notice. 

The  scouting  party  towards  Fntnkville  returned.  Lieutenant  Pierce 
reporting  that  he  had  proceeded  to  a  point  near  that  village  without 
meeting  any  of  the  enemy,  but  that  fh>m  the  first  house  of  it  a  cavalry 
picket  was  seen.  I  immediately  ordered  a  strong  infantry  picket  to  be 
stationed  in  the  wood  on  the  FrankviUe  road  at  an  advantageous  point 
described  by  Lieutenant  Pierce,  with  a  cavalry  patrol  beyond  it  to  watch 
that  road,  and  on  the  right  sent  out  infantry  pickets  to  occupy  the  woods 
in  finont  of  the  Monroe  house,  watch  the  Leesburg  road,  and  indicate  by 
their  firing  any  approach  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction.  I  at  the  same 
time  reported  to  the  major-general  commanding  the  amount  of  re-enforce- 
ments which  I  deemed  sufficient  for  holding  the  position. 

At  this  time  a  new  report  was  brought  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  ad- 
vancing in  two  heavy  columns,  one  on  tiie  right  and  the  other  on  the 
left.  This  report,  alUiough  indistinct,  came  through  official  channels, 
and  the  line  was  again  formed  and  report  made  to  the  msyor-gen^nal 
conmianding,  in  oMer  that  re-enforcements  might  be  in  readiness  to 
move  over  promptly  to  our  support  in  case  of  attack.  As  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ascertain  to  what  extent  Hie  enemy  had  been  re-enforced,  and 
Coloned  Woodbury,  Engineer  Oorps,  having  just  then  arrived  anil  re- 
ported for  duty,  I  sent  him  with  an  escort  of  cavalry  to  the  left  fh>nt  to 
reconnoiter,  while  I  proceeded  to  the  right  to  see  that  all  was  secure 
there. 

Orders  were  sent  to  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Lucas  to  hold  the  wood  and 
bridge  on  the  left  until  the  last  moment,  and  if  driven  by  overwhelming 
numbers  from  that  position,  to  fkll  back  along  the  left  bank  of  Goose 
Creek  and  take  up  a  position  in  rear  of  the  Thirty-fourth  New  York 
Tolnnteers.  Colonel  Lucas  was  also  directed  to  follow  the  advice  of 
Colonel  Woodbury  in  rapidly  strengthening  his  position  by  means  of 
his  axes. 

The  reconnaissance  proved  there  was  no  near  approach  of  the  enemy, 
and  all  arrangements  were  made  for  holding  the  position  for  the  night 
and  receiving  and  posting  re-enforcements,  when  I  received  f^m  the 
major-general  commanding,  shortly  after  dark,  orders  to  i^tire  the  whole 
force  to  the  Maryland  side  of  the  river.  Previously  to  the  receipt  of 
this  order  I  had  sent  General  Gorman  to  the  Maryland  side  to  facilitate 
the  passage  of  the  re-enforcements,  and  he  was  now  charged  with  the 
doty  of  superintending  the  debarkation  of  our  troops  theire  and  forward- 
ing the  empty  boats  with  regularity  and  dispatch.  The  holding  of  the 
right  of  the  line  during  the  embarkation  was  intrusted  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Abercrombie;  the  holding  of  the  left  to  Colonel  Dana,  First  Min- 
nesota Volunteers.  The  advanced  pickets  and  cavalry  scouts  were  kept 
out  and  additional  fires  lighted,  and  while  the  Indiana  Sixteenth,  under 
the  orders  of  General  Abercrombie,  held  the'line  of  the  bluff  on  the  right, 
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and  the  First  Minnesota  Yolanteers,  under  Colonel  Dana,  the  same  line 
on  the  left,  the  regiments  between  the  blaff  and  the  river  were  silently 
withdrawn  and  transferred  to  the  boats  as  they  arrived.  Next,  the 
regiments  oatside  the  line  of  the  bluff  were  withdrawn,  the  artillery  with 
its  support,  the  Andrew  Sharpshooters,  and  (as  fast  as  flat-boats  coald 
be  secured)  the  cavalry  with  their  horses.  Finally,  when  none  remained 
excepting  the  outlying  pickets  and  the  two  regiments,  sufficient  boats 
were  secured  along  the  bank  to  receive  at  once  all  that  remained,  and 
the  pickets  were  rapidly  withdrawn  by  the  left  and  right  and  marched 
to  the  boats.  The  delicate  and  responsible  duty  of  calling  in  these 
pickets  was  i\dmirably  performed  by  Capt.  Charles  Stewart,  assistant 
adjutant-general,  and  Lieutenant  Gourand,  Van  Alen  Cavalry.  I  should 
also  mention  in  this  connection  Brigade-Surgeon  Bryant,  of  Lander's 
brigade,  who  accompanied  me  through  the  day,  making  all  necessary 
arrangements  for  his  department,  and  at  night  performed  most  valuable 
service  in  transmitting  with  rapidity  and  exactitude  many  of  my  orders. 

The  pickets  having  been  recalled  and  placed  on  the  boats,  the  Six- 
teenth Indiana  and  First  Minnesota  were  withdrawn  from  the  bluff, 
formed  on  the  river  bank,  and  embarked,  and  at  about  4  o'clock  a.  m. 
on  the  24th  the  last  boat  containing  troops  pushed  from  the  Virginia 
shore,  not  an  accident  having  occurred  in  the  entire  operation.  Having 
seen  what  appeared  to  be  the  last  of  the  command  safely  afloat,  I  was 
pulled  in  a  row-boat,  under  charge  of  Captain  Williams,  Seventh  Miefal- 
gan  Begiment,  up  and  down  the  river  to  inspect  the  shore  opposite  the 
lines  which  we  had  occupied,  and  being  satisfied  that  not  a  man  or  horse 
had  been  left  behind,  I  crossed  the  river  and  reported  at  headquarters 
near  Edwards  Ferry. 

I  beg  leave  to  record  my  high  sense  of  the  bearing  of  the  troops,  and 
especially  of  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteers  and  the  Sixteenth  Indiana, 
whose  steadiness  and  coolness  could  not  have  been  greater  had  they 
been  the  first  instead  of  the  last  to  leave  the  ground.  General  Aber- 
crombie  and  Colonel  Dana  were  indefatigable  in  their  labors,  and  dis- 
played the  same  coolness  and  self-possession  which  they  have  long  sinee 
shown  in  other  campaigns,  and  which  here  insured  the  quiet  and  suc- 
cessful embarkation  of  all.  Colonel  Grosvenor,  Seventh  Michigan  Vol- 
unteers, remained  long  after  his  regiment  had  passed  over,  aiding  in  the 
embarkation.  Colonel  Patrick,  Thirtieth  Pennsylvania,  cross^  with 
the  main  body  of  his  regiment^  and  returned  to  await  the  calling  in  of 
the  pickets,  because  one  of  his  companies  was  on  that  duty,  and  he 
would  not  leave  the  Virginia  shore  until  the  last  of  his  men  had  crossed. 
Dr.  James  S.  Mackie,  of  the  State  Department,  who  had  rendered  me 
most  valuable  service  as  volunteer  aide-de-camp  for  several  days  pre- 
vious, placed  me  under  renewed  obligations  by  his  active  and  intelligent 
services  on  this  night.  Maj.  John  Mix,  Van  Alen  Cavalry,  again  proved 
himself  a  most  valuable  officer.  Although  he  had  been  almost  contin- 
ually in  the  saddle  for  the  preceding  forty-eight  hours,  his  labors  wexe 
through  the  night  incessant  and  effective.  General  Gorman  speaks 
highly  of  the  services  of  Lieutenant  Foote,  quartermaster  Second  New 
York  State  Militia,  in  managing  the  boats ;  and  I  am  informed  that 
Quartermaster  Gofi',  of  the  Van  Alen  Cavalry,  was  peculiarly  active 
and  useful  in  the  same  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding* 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

A88t  Adjt  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomae. 
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No.  la 

Bi^artof  Brig.  Oen.  Willis  A.  Chrmanj  U.  8.  Armtfj  of  operations  oppo- 
site Edwards  Ferry,  Marylamd. 

BBiaADE  Headquabtebs,  neab  Edwabbs  Febbt, 

October  26, 1861. 

I  have  the  honor  to  commiinicate  to  the  general  commanding  the 
dlTision  the  facts  and  events  connected  with  my  brigade  in  the  advance 
across  the  Potomac,  made  under  his  orders.  On  the  20th  instant  I 
received  orders  to  detach  two  companies  of  the  First  Minnesota  Begi- 
ment  to  cover  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac, 
whereapon  Colonel  Dana  sent  forward  Companies  E  and  K,  who  crossed 
the  river,  but  were  soon  recalled.  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  two  other 
companies  of  the  same  regiment  crossed  and  covered  the  advance  of  a 
cavahy  party  under  Major  Mix,  at  the  same  time  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickets.*  Orders  were  received  by  me  to  have  the  Second  New  York 
State  Militia  and  First  Minnesota  Volunteers  at  Edwards  Ferry  on 
Monday,  tlie  21st  instant,  at  daylight,  or  as  near  that  hour  as  possible. 
These  two  regiments  arrived  there  at  the  time  8x>ecifled.  I  also  ordered 
the  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers  to  proceed  to  the  same  point  at 
as  early  an  hour  as  possible  from  Seneca  Mills,  8  miles  distant.  ^They 
arrived  with  great  promptitude  at  11  o'clock.  During  that  day  and 
night  (the  21st)  the  entire  brigade  crossed  the  river,  numbering  about 
2,^  men. 

Just  about  the  time  I  got  the  first  regiment  across  a  severe  battle 
commenced  near  Conrad's  Ferry,  distant  5  or  6  miles.  Before  the  bri- 
gade got  over  news  of  a  repulse  of  oar  troops  at  Conrad's  Ferry  reached 
Uie  general  commanding,  who  sent  me  an  order  in  writing  to  ^'  com- 
mence intrenchments  immediately"  on  the  Virginia  side.  With  the 
utmost  dispatch  intrenching  tools  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Seventh  Michigan  Begiment  (whose  guns  were  almost  worthless),  who 
did  good  service,  and  very  soon  rifle-pits  were  dug  and  other  intrench- 
ments begun.  From  the  commencement  of  the  crossing  on  Monday  I 
was  ordered  in  command  of  the  troops  at  the  Ferry  and  in  charge  of 
the  means  and  manner  of  disposing  of  them  as  the  re-enforcements 
arrived;  also  of  crossing  them  over  the  river.  On  the  arrival  of  Mfyor- 
General  Banks  on  the  22d  I  received  the  same  order  from  him.  I  seized 
all  the  canal-boats  within  2  miles  of  the  Ferry — above  and  below — and 
all  the  flat,  scow,  and  row  boats  to  be  found,  and  put  seven  canal-boats 
and  two  scow-boats  into  the  Potomac  from  the  canal,  placing  them 
in  charge  of  Captain  Foote,  quartermaster  of  the  Second  New  York 
State  Militia^  who  managed  the  crossing  with  great  energy,  so  that  by 
Tuesday,  22d  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  we  had  crossed  4,500  men,  110 
or  more  of  Van  Alen's  Cavalry,  and  two  12-ptmnder  howitzers  of  Bick- 
etts'  battery,  immediately  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenants  Eirby  and 
WoodruflEl 

About  4  o'clock  on  the  22d  instant  the  enemy  was  seen  advancing 
upon  us  in  force.  They  immediately,  and  with  great  spirit  and  deter- 
mination, attacked  our  outposts  near  the  woods  adjacent  to  Goose 
Creek,  to  the  left  and  in  front  of  our  lines,  and  about  3  miles  from 
Leesburg.    They  numbered  over  3,000  infantry,  with  some  cavalry  in 

*  Reference  to  this  akiimiah  is  in  General  Stone's  report  (October  29)  of  BaU's  Blnfl^ 
No.  fiy  p.  899. 
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reserve.  Oar  forces  met  the  attack  with  equal  firmness,  and  for  a  short 
time  the  firing  was  rapid,  when  the  two  pieces  of  artUlery  opened  npon 
the  enemy  a  well-directea  fire,  doing  feaiittil  execution,  causing  them  to 
give  way  in  confusion  and  make  a  hasty  return  within  theur  breast- 
works near  Leesburg,  suffering  a  loss  of  60  killed  and  wounded,  as  as- 
certained from  their  wounded  and  from  citizens  in  the  vicinity.  The 
loss  in  my  brigade  is  one  killed  and  one  severely  wounded,  bolii  belong- 
ing to  Company  I,  First  Minnesota  Volunteers. 

On  the  23d,  by  the  general's  orders,  I  Erected  further  intrenchments 
around  the  White  house  near  the  enemy's  works.  I  also  had  the  fences, 
yard,  and  lane  barricaded,  and  strengthened  with  logs,  rails,.old  plows, 
wagons,  and  lumber.  On  the  night  of  the  23d,  a^ut  7  ^clock,  the 
general  ordered  me  again  to  proc^d  to  the  Maryland  side,  and  take 
charge  of  the  crossing  of  artillery  and  more  troops.  On  arriving  I 
started  across  four  more  pieces  of  artillery.  A  storm  of  wind  which 
had  been  prevailing  nearly  all  day  seemed  to  forbid  the  possibility  of 
further  re-enforcements  ftom  this  side.  Provisions  were  getting  short : 
the  artillery  on  the  Virginia  shore  were  short  of  ammunition ;  the  wind 
was  setting  strongly  Irom  the  Virginia  shore ;  the  means  of  trans- 
portation were  heavy  scows  and  clumsy  canal-boats,  managed  by  poles, 
when  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  I  received  notice  firom  M^jor-General  Banks 
that  (^!peral  McClellan  had  ordered  the  withdrawal  of  the  whole  force 
from  ^e  Virginia  to  the  Maryland  side,  and  orders  to  proceed  quietly, 
but  with  all  energy,  to  make  the  arrangements  necessary  on  the  Mary- 
land side,  and  directed  me  to  call  to  this  work  the  boatmen  and  lum- 
bermen of  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteers,  as  it  was  evident  that  every- 
thing depended  on  the  energy,  courage,  and  muscles  of  the  boatmen 
to  contend  against  the  adverse  wind-storm.  This  detail  was  made,  to 
which  was  added  100  men  firom  Colonel  Kenly's  Maryland  regiment, 
100  more  from  the  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  160  £rom 
the  Seventh  Michigan  Itegiment.  The  plan  being  matured,  the  seem- 
ingly impossible  enterprise  was  entered  upon  with  a  spirit  and  energy 
that  knew  "  no  such  word  as  fail,"  and  between  9  o'clock  p.  m.  of  t£e 
23d  and  5  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  24th  every  man,  horse,  and  piece  of  artil- 
lery was  safely  withdrawn  from  the  Virginia  shore,  and  landed  on  this 
side  agiiin  without  an  accident  or  the  loss  of  a  man  or  a  horse,  except 
the  casualty  of  the  fight.  The  fortitude,  endurance,  and  energy  dis- 
played by  the  men  detailed  to  perform  this  work  deserve  the  £ghest 
commendation.  The  Minnesota  lumbermen  x>erformed  their  part  with 
such  skill  as  to  merit  special  notice.  The  courage  and  coolness  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  my  brigade,  in  most  part,  as  exhibited  in  their  cross- 
ing the  river,  engaging  the  enemy,  and  their  orderly  withdrawal  across 
again,  give  reliable  assurance  of  their  efficiency. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  state  that  the  result  of  this  movement 
as  a  reconnaissance  must  prove  highly  beneficial  to  any  fiiture  move- 
ment in  that  direction.  Each  order  was  strictly  followed,  and  the  de- 
sired result  accomplished. 

Trusting  that  I  have  performed  satisfactorily  the  somewhat  difficult 
and  responsible  duty  to  which  General  Stone  and  General  Banks  as- 
signed me,  I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  A.  GORMAN, 

Brigadier'  General. 

Capt.  Chables  Stewabt, 

Asst  Adjt  Oen.y  Brig.  Oen.  Sttm^e  Divieion. 
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No.  14. 

Beport  of  Maj,  John  Mix^  Third  New  York  OavaJry,  of  reoonnausanoe 

and  8kirm%Bh  on  Leesburg  roadj  Virginia. 

Gamp  Bates,  nbab  Poolesville,  Md., 

November  4,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  recon- 
naissance on  the  2l8t  nltimo: 

In  compliance  with  the  instmctions  of  Brigadier-General  Stone,  I 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Edwiurds  Fen^  abont  7  o'clock  a.  m.,  with  a 
party  of  3  officers  and  31  rank  and  file,  Capt.  Charles  Stewart,  assistant 
adjutant' general,  accompanying  the  party.  A  line  of  skirmishers^  con- 
sisting of  two  companies  of  the  First  Minnesota,  commanded  the  line  of 
the  hUl  to  the  right  and  front.  After  carefidly  examining  our  arms 
and  equipments,  we  moved  quickly  forward  on  the  Leesburg  road. '  The 
house  to  the  rignt,  about  2  miles  from  the  landing,  known  as  Monroe's, 
was  found  vacant,  and  appeared  to  have  been  left  in  great  haste,  most 
probably  during  the  cannonading  of  the  20tk.  At  this  passing  the 
road  enters  a  ti^ick  wood,  with  a  great  growth  of  underbrush,  impene- 
trable to  our  flanking  at  the  gait  we  were  moving.  They  were  conse- 
quently drawn  up  the  road  and  ordered  to  proceed  at  a  slow  gallop.  The 
road  was  here  so  narrow  and  crooked  that  they  could  not  keep  over  40 
paces  in  the  front.  Three  hundred  yards  firom  the  house  a  road  crosses 
the  one  we  were  upon,  running  to  the  bridge  over  Goose  Greek  on  the  left 
and  to  Leesburg  on  the  right.  I,  however,  kept  straight  on,  as  the  road 
presented  little  opportunity  for  observation,  and  would  sooner  reach  the 
high  and  open  country  around  the  enemy's  breastworks  to  the  left  and 
front.  Soon  after  reaching  this  point  we  drove  in  a  vedette  of  the 
enemy,  who  took  the  alarm  too  soon  to  allow  a  reasonable  chance  of  our 
capturing  him,  and  I  did  not  wish  to  fifttigue  our  horses  by  useless  pur- 
suit. 

A  negro  whom  we  had  met  reported  that  a  regiment  of  infEintry  and 
a  body  of  cavalry  had  left  the  immediate  neighborhood  that  morning  at 
daylight,  and  taken  the  Leesburg  road.  With  this  intelligence  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  way,  and  when  about  1,200  yards  farther  in  the  woods 
oar  advance  suddenly  halted  and  signalized  the  enemy  in  sight.  Push- 
ing rapidly  forward,  we  saw  the  bayonets  glistening  above  the  bruslu  but 
for  the  thick  undergrowth  but  few  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen.  In  an 
instant  the  head  of  the  columns  ''by  fours"  came  upon  the  road  within 
35  yards  of  us^  and  5  yards  of  one  of  our  men  (Sergeant  Brown),  who 
held  his  position  when  he  discovered  them.  At  the  same  moment  a 
rise  in  the  ground  disclosed  to  me  a  long  line  of  bayonets  pushing 
rapidly  forward  with  the  evident  intention  of  flanking  the  road  on  our 
left.  I  immediately  directed  a  fire  on  them  from  our  revolvers,  which 
took  effect  on  at  least  2  of  them,  one  an  officer  who  was  leading  the 
column,  probably  a  lieutenant ;  we  wheeled  quickly  about,  when  in- 
stantly their  first  platoon  opened  fire  upon  us  from  a  distance  of  not 
over  30  yuds.  We  retired  at  a  smart  ^lop  about  100  yards,  when  a 
torn  in  the  road  protected  us  fh>m  their  fire,  which  was  now  very  rapid, 
but  ineffective.  Within  30  yards  of  their  column  a  horse  was  shot, 
another  stumbled  and  fell,  leaving  2  men  almost  in  the  ranks  of  the 
enemy.  These  men  were  rescued  and  brought  back  in  a  most  gallant 
manner  by  Gapt  Gharles  Stewart  and  Lieut.  G^rge  E.  Gk>nraDd,  and 
were  quickly  mounted^  when  we  formed  for  a  charge,  but  the  enemy 
had  deployed  to  the  nght  and  left  of  the  road  and  again  compelled  us 


336  OPEBATIONS  IN  MD.,    N.   VA.,    AND   W.   VA.        [Chap.  XIV. 

to  retire,  which  we  did  leisnrely,  examining  the  gronnd  to  the  right  and 
left  and  leaving  vedettes  at  the  most  commanding  positions. 

The  enemy  did  not  follow  us  beyond  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  the  front 
of  Monroe's  house.  Lieutenant  Pierce  and  Sergeant  Ghesbrough  were 
left  here  to  observe  his  movements,  while  the  remainder  of  the  party 
proceeded  to  the  left.  A  scout  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Virginia  Cav- 
alry, Ball's  company,  was  then  captured.  He  had  been  reconnoitering 
and  had  fallen  in  with  our  party  unexpectedly.  Having  examined  the 
country  to  the  left  and  front  without  discovering  anything  of  further 
importance,  we  fell  back  on  our  line  of  skirmishers,  leaving  the  open 
country  and  the  Monroe  house  occupied  by  our  vedettes. 

Thus  closed  our  movements  as  a  reconnoitering  party,  but  at  their 
own  request  Captain  Murphy,  Lieutenant  Pierce,  and  Sergeant  Ches- 
brough  remained  and  gathered  much  important  information  during  the 
day  and  chased  several  parties  who  ventured  out  of  the  woods  back 
into  them.  Upon  one  of  these  occasions  they  captured  a  wooden  can- 
teen and  saddle-bags  which  a  scout  dropped  in  his  hurried  retreat. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  cannot  but  commend  in  the  highest  terms  the 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  under  my  command.    Their  coolnesa 
and  prompt  obedience  speak  well  for  their  future  reputation. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MLX, 
MajoTy  Commanding. 

Capt.  Chables  Stewabt, 

Asst  Adjt.  Oen,y  Headquarters  Corps  of  Observation, 


No.  15. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  AbercromJiie,  U,  8.  Army^  of  opermHons 

opposite  Edwards  Ferry ^  Md, 

Headquaetees  Fiest  Beigadb,  Volunteees, 

Seneca  MillSj  Md.j ,     1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report:  In  obedience  to  your  order 
of  the  21st  instant  a  portion  of  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Sixteenth 
Indiana  and  Thirtieth  Pennsylvania  Eegiments,  marched  from  Daw- 
sonville  at  8  p.  ra.  on  that  day  to  Seneca  Mills,  when  farther  orders 
were  received  from  you  to  continue  the  march  to  Edwards  Ferry,  where 
the  brigade  arrived,  after  a  fatiguing  night^s  march,  about  4  a.  m.  of 
the  22d. 

Immediately  on  our  arrival  further  instructions  were  received  to  cross 
to  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Potomac.  Accordingly,  hungry  and  wet  aA 
the  troops  were,  they  proceeded,  and  without  a  murmur,  commenced 
crossing,  the  Sixteenth  Indiana  leading,  as  fast  as  the  limited  means  of 
transportation  at  hand  would  admit ;  the  Thirtieth  Pennsylvania  fol- 
lowed^ and,  by  great  exertions,  effected  a  landing  about  2  p.  m.  En- 
camped near  the  ferry  I  found  the  First  Minnesota  Begiment,  Colonel 
Dana;  Second  New  York,  Colonel  Tompkins;  the  Thirty-fourth  New 
York,  Colonel  La  Dew.  and  Seventh  Michigan,  on  the  crest  of  the  hill, 
running  nearly  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  river,  and  perhaps  some 
400  or  500  yards  beyond  it;  one  company  of  the  Nineteenth  Massa- 
chusetts Tiger  Zouaves,  Captain  Wa«s,  occupying  a  farm  house  to  t^e 
right;  a  company  of  telescopic  rifle  sharpshooters,  Captain ,  in 
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rifle-pits  on  their  left,  extending  along  the  ridge  nearly  to  Goose  Creek, 
T^bich  enters  the  Potomac  at  the  ferry  and  nearly  at  right  angles  to  it, 
between  the  zoaaves  and  sharpshooters,  and  on  the  same  line  a  section 
of  a  light  battery  in  charge  of  a  sergeant. 

Not  being  aware  that  any  officer  of  superior  rank  to  myself  was  present 
on  dnty  with  the  troops  on  the  Virginia  side,  I  assumed  the  command, 
aod  commenced  my  arrangements  for  resisting  an  atUick  by  i>ostiug  the 
Thirtieth  Pennsylvania  l^giment  on  the  extreme  right  of  our  position 
to  guard  against  a  Hank  movement  between  the  heights  in  front  and  the 
river.  The  Sixteenth  Indiana  was  posted  about  the  center  of  the  plain, 
fifty  or  sixty  paces  from  the  river;  the  New  York  and  Minnesota  regi- 
ments on  its  left,  in  the  direction  of  the  ferry  and  resting  on  Goose 
Creek;  the  Seventh  Michigan  being  in  advance  immediately  at  the  foot 
of  the  hill,  on  which  were  the  sharpshooters  and  the  cavalry,  about  30 
in  namber,  under  Major  Mix,  of  the  Van  Aleu  Regiment,  to  their  right, 
and  similarly  posted. 

About  4  p.  m.  on  the  22d  the  enemy  were  seen  in  the  distance,  cavalry 
and  infantry,  advancing  cautiously.  The  Indiana  and  Minnesota  regi- 
ments were  ordered  to  advance  and  support  the  sharpshooters  and 
artillery,  which  was  done  with  grea,t  promptness.  The  remaining  force 
was  held  in  reserve,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  requira.  Previous, 
however,  to  this  disposition  an  advance  picket  from  the  New  York  and 
Minnesota  regiments  had  been  thrown  forward  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  crossing  a  bridge  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  ferry  and 
across  Goose  C!reek,  and  to  hold  the  wooded  hill  adjacent  to  it. 

As  the  enemy  approached,  the  artillery  opened  a  fire  of  shell ;  the 
sharpshooters  also  delivered  a  well-directed  fire,  while  the  pickets  at 
and  near  the  bridge  did  the  same,  which  caused  the  rebels  to  retrace 
their  steps  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg.  The  troops  remained  in  posi- 
tion as  long  as  there  was  the  leist  probability  of  a  renewal  of  the  attack, 
when  the  Indiana  and  Minnesota  regiments  wt^re  witlidrawn  to  resume 
their  respective  stations  near  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  outposts  at 
the  bridge  and  on  the  hill  near  by  were  re-enforced  by  three  companies 
of  the  Indiana  and  two  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiments.  During  the 
night  everything  was  quiet. 

On  the  following  day  several  alarms  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy 
were  given,  which,  however,  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  small  par- 
ties of  cavalry  endeavoring  to  make  a  reconnaissance.  General  Stone, 
in  the  mean  time  having  arrivec!  and  assumed  the  command,  ordered  the 
Indiana  and  Minnesota  regiments  to  return  to  the  hill,  where  they  re- 
mained until  dark,  when  they  returned  to  cami). 

Alwut  9  p.  m.  I  was  informed  bj'  General  Stone  that  instructions  had 
been  received  to  recross  the  river.  The  Indiana  and  Minnesota  regi- 
ments were  again  sent  forward  to  occupy  their  previous  positions  on  the 
hill,  and  to  remain  there  until  all  the  outposts  had  been  withdmwn  and 
embarked,  including  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  were  the  last  to  leave 
the  Virgiuia  side. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  the  chaplain  of  the  Twelfth  l^Iassachusetts,  who 
acted  for  the  time  as  one  of  my  aides,  and  superintended  the  embarka- 
tion of  the  troops,  which  was  done  in  a  masterly  manner,  and  by  his 
ac  ivity  and  admirable  management  enabled  the  whole  company  to 
cross  before  the  dawn  of  day. 

Throughout  the  time  we  occupied  the  Virginia  side  the  troops  con- 
ducted themselves  with  great  propriety  and  coolness,  and  responded 
^^ith  alacrity  to  every  call  to  meet  the  enemy.    I  regret  to  say  there 
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were  a  few  instances  where  the  officers  exhibited  less  aseal  than  their 
men ;  some  of  whom  having  absented  themselves  and  were  found  on 
the  Maryland  side  when  their  re^ments  were  recalled.  As  it  is  pos- 
sible they  may  be  able  to  justify  their  conduct,  I  forbear  to  mention 
their  names. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  learn,  1  man  was  killed  by  the 
enemy,  1  shot  by  mistake,  and  1  of  the  enemy  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner. 

General  Lander,  whom  I  presume  came  as  a  volunteer  on  the  occa- 
sion, received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  leg.  These  are  all  the  casualties  I 
know  of. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  circumstances,  over  which  the  com- 
manding general  couhl  have  no  control,  prevented  the  troops  assembled 
on  the  Marjiand  side  from  crossing  in  time  to  re-enforce  those  already 
over,  as  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  belief,  from  information  received 
through  various  sources,  and  where  there  could  be  no  collusion,  the 
enemy's  forces  at  the  time  my  brigade  crossed  did  not  exceed  4,400  at 
or  near  Leesburg.  If  so,  in  six  hours  after  we  reached  Virginia  the 
division  under  your  command  migbt  have  been  in  i)08sess]ou  of  it. 

J.  J.  ABEROROMBIB, 
Brigadi^r-Oeneralj  Commanding  First  Brigade  Volunteers* 

Major-General  Banks,  Commanding  Division. 


No.  16. 


Report  of  Maj.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  BankSj  U.  8.  Army^  of  march  to  re- 
enforce  General  Utone. 

Headquabters, 
Edwards  Ferry^  October  22, 1861. 

Sib:  I  received  the  order  of  the  commanding  general  to  send  General 
Hamilton's  brigade  to  Poolesville  at  4  o'clock  yesterday  evening,  and 
at  5.30  an  order  to  march  to  Seneca  Mills  with  the  remaining  brigades 
of  my  division.  At  8  o'clock  all  the  troops  were  in  motion  except  the 
sick  and  those  left  in  charge  of  the  camps.  General  Hamilton  reached 
Poolesville  at  10  o'clock,  and  was  placed  in  position  to  cover  Harrison's 
Island  by  General  Stone,  which  position  he  still  holds  with  his  brigade. 
Hiirrison's  Island  is  nearly  opposite  Poolesville,  and  is  important  chiefly 
as  it  facilitates  the  passage  of  the  river  irom  either  side.  The  Virginia 
shore  opposite  the  island  is  abrupt  and  rocky,  in  possession  of  the  enemy, 
who  seem  to  possess  it  in  some  force.  The  deficiency  of  materials  for 
i'orciug  a  passage  has  rendered  it  impossible  to  do  more  than  protect 
the  troops  who  occupied  it,  and  who  brought  to  the  island  the  wounded 
and  dead  of  yesterday.  It  is,  however,  less  tenable  than  I  represented 
in  my  dispatch  of  this  morning.  The  enemy  can  shell  it  from  the  promi- 
nent shore  they  occupy,  and  dislodge  our  men,  unless  it  be  strongly  for- 
tified and  defended.    This  may  be  done. 

The  two  brigades  en  route  for  Seneca  Mills  reached  their  destination 
at  10  o'clock.  At  12  o'clock  midnight  they  received  an  order  from  the 
commanding  general  to  march  at  once  to  Poolesville,  and  taking  the 
river  road  the  head  of  the  column  reached  Edwards  Ferry  between  3 
and  4  o'clock,  marching  during  the  night  about  18  miles.  The  exigency 
which  first  required  their  presence  here  was  probably  over  before  they 
had  received  the  order  to  march.    The  morning  presented  a  different 
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State  of  affairs.  The  point  of  land  made  by  the  intersection  of  Gkx)6e 
Cieek  with  the  Potomac  was  occupied  by  some  2,000  of  onr  troops,  no 
demonstration  having  been  made  by  either  side  daring  the  night  or  thus 
far  in  the  day  to  distnrb  the  qniet  which  existed,  except  to  threaten  by 
the  enemy  the  possession  of  Harrison's  Island,  it  was  imxMssible  to  exe- 
cute oar  order  by  immediately  crossing  the  river.  There  were  bat  three 
boats — one  canal-boat  and  two  flats.  It  woald  have  occnpled  more  than 
the  entire  day  to  have  set  one  division  over.  General  Abercrombie  com- 
menced moving  his  brigade  over,  and  completed  it  by  12  o'clock.  Gen- 
eral Williams  will  follow,  but  it  may  be  deferred  on  acconnt  of  an  order 
received  to-day.  There  are  now  4,400  troops  on  the  Yiriginia  shore,  a 
statement  of  which  in  detail  1  inclose. 

The  snggestion  by  the  commanding  general  as  to  the  occnpation  of 
the  ground  I  think  the  best  that  conld  be  made.  We  can  obtain  in  a 
day  or  two  boats  enough  to  make  the  passage  of  the  river  perfectly 
secure  and  to  bridge  Goose  Greek  also.  Strong  intrenchments  can  be 
made,  and  the  occapied  point  can  be  defended  Irom  the  Maryland  side 
as  well  as  on  the  ground  itsel£  We  have  about  twenty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, and  shall  have  a  force  of  nearly  16,000  men. 

Everything  is  in  x>erfect  quiet  across  the  river  up  to  this  hour. 

I  am  unable  to  give  an  account  of  the  afiair  of  yesterday  or  its  results, 
which  I  suppose  you  have  already  learned. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BAl^S, 
Majar-Oeneralj  Commanding  JXviiian. 
Biigadier-General  WiLiiiAMS, 

A89t  Adjt  Oen.j  dte.j  Army  of  ike  Potomac* 


No.  17. 


Reports  of  Francis  X.  Buxton^  U.  8,  Secret  Service^  of  the  Confederate 

forces  at  Leeshurgy  dsc. 

Point  of  Bocks,  Maryland, 

October  25, 1861. 

Colonel:  I  have  just  arrived  here,  and  to  begin  at  the  end  of  my 
journey  I  will  first  say  to  you  that  there  are  no  troops  north  of  Lees- 
burg  except  Home  Guards  and  pickets.  The  Mississippi  regiment 
which  was  at  Winchester  joined  the  force  at  Leesbnrg  on  the  very 
morning  of  the  day  on  which  the  engagement  took  place  between 
Leesbnrg  and  the  Potomac.  The  force  at  Leesbnrg  remains  at  the 
nmnb^rs  I  last  stated  to  you,  viz,  11,000,  with  the  addition  of  the 
Mississippi  regiment  just  attached,  750  strong,  and  two  regiments 
which  were  out  on  picket  duty — one  Mississippi  and  one  Virginia. 
Each  numbers  about  600  men.    The  numbers  are  therefore  now: 

Sixteen  regiments 11,000 

One  regiment. .•• *. 750 

T\ro  regiments 1,200 

Total  force  now  at  Leesbnrg  (on  Snnday,  yesterday) 12,  DCO 

I  have  been  thus  particular  on  account  of  rumors  in  the  neighborhood 
that  there  were  50,000  men  at  Leesbnrg.  This  I  pledge  yon  my  life  is 
not  the  case.  I  was  distressed  beyond  measure  in  coming  through 
Virginia  to  hear  the  jubilant  tone  of  the  Army.    They  have  the  most 
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exaggerated  reports;  people  really  believe  that  10,000  Union  men  were 
opposed  to  4.000  rebels,  and  that  the  latter  almost  massacred  them.  I 
am  very  glaa  to  learn  that  it  is  not  so  bad  as  was  at  first  supposed. 
Poor  Baker  must  have  been  very  rash  to  rush  with  his  small  force  into 
the  jaws  of  7,000  men. 

I  wish  to  inform  yon,  colonel,  of  what  I  know  from  an  ondoabted 
source,  that  signals  were  made  from  the  Maryland  shore  when  the  first 
boat  crossed,  which  enabled  the  rascals  to  be  ready  for  just  what  they 
are  waiting  for,  to  entrap  a  small  force  at  a  disadvantage.  This  is 
their  only  object  and  policy  at  Leesburg.  Had  20,000  men  been 
quickly  transported  across  the  river  and  m^e  a  simultaneous  advance, 
they  would  not  have  fought  there.  1  dare  not  disguise  from  yon  the 
fact  that  their  generals  have  made  great  capital  out  of  this  engagement, 
and  have  to  some  extent  succeeded  in  creating  enthusiasm  among  the 
men.  They  are  erecting  earthworks  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of 
Leesburg  near  the  railway,  and  another  in  the  woods  about  a  mile  to 
the  west  of  it,  but  at  present  there  are  no  guns  there.  I  think  they  are 
to  cover  a  retreat  if  one  is  necessary. 

The  army  at  Manassas  and  forwaixl  to  Gentreville  is  neither  dimin- 
ished nor  augmented,  except  that  two  regiments  have  been  removed 
from  Fredericksburg  to  Gainesville.  They  say  they  have  invincible  bat- 
teries on  the  lower  Potomac,  but  evidently  do  not  believe  it  themselves, 
as  they  continually  fear  an  attack  from  that  direction.  Two  batteries 
have  recently  been  erected  on  James  River;  one  is  atapomt  command- 
ing the  river  and  a  creek  near  Williamsburg,  the  other  I  cannot  find 
out,  but  free  negroes  have  been  comi)elled  to  go  from  Richmond  to  work 
on  them,  and  some  guns  have  been  sent  there.  Some  free  negroes  who 
I)leaded  other  employment  were  told  that  they  would  be  sold  and  sent 
iarther  South  if  they  did  not  go. 

I  meant  to  have  said,  in  connection  with  Leesburg,  that  they  give  the 
list  of  GO  officers  as  having  been  killed  there. 

The  general  belief  in  Richmond  is  that  the  fleet  at  Old  Point  Comfort 
is  bound  for  Galveston,  and  some  information  has  reached  Mr.  Davis 
that  there  is  no  doubt  of  it.  What  action  he  has  taken  I  am  unable  to 
say;  but  no  troops  have  left  Manassas,  and,  except  some  stray  compa- 
nies, there  are  none  in  Richmond  to  send. 

There  are  preparations  making  at  2^orfolk  to  run  the  blockade  as 
soon  as  the  fleet  leaves  there.  A  large  ship,  the  name  of  which  I  for- 
get, is  said  to  be  ready  for  sea.  I  know  not  whether  the  information  is 
of  any  value,  but  I  can  assure  you  beyond  a  doubt  that  there  is  no 
force  above  the  hill  about  a  mile  north  of  Leesburg,  and  will  reiterate 
that  I  am  quite  certain  that  the  numbers  stated  at  Leesburg  are, 
strictly  speaking,  correct. 

I  shall  return  to-morrow  morning  to  Leesburg;  hope  to  get  away  be- 
fore daylight.  I  have  drawn  upon  General  Banks  for  some  money 
($125),  having  none,  which  you  will  x>lease  i^fund.  If  I  get  any  im- 
portant information  within  two  or  three  days  I  shall  return  here  and 
come  to  Washington.  I  do  not  believe  the  rebels  have  any  plan  of  at- 
tack whatever,  but  are  simply  waiting  (Micawber-like)  for  something  to 
turn  up.  They  are  certainly  in  better  spirits  than  they  were  two  weeks 
ago  and  better  ofl'  for  provisions.  It  is  openly  boasted  at  Manassiis 
that  they  have  Confederates  in  the  United  States  Army,  but  in  such  a 
way  as  would  lead  one  to  suppose  that  it  is  mere  braggadocio. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

BUXTOy. 

Colonel  Mabcy,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
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Point  op  Bocks,  October  28, 1861. 

General  :  I  beg  yon  to  send  this  report  to  Colonel  Marcy.  I  am 
deeply  grieved  at  General  Stone's  disaster.  It  was  only  ten  days  ago, 
a  day  or  two  before  it  happened,  that  General  McGlellan  had  positive 
information  from  me,  via  Fort  Monroe,  that  there  were  11,000  men  still 
at  Leesbarg.  It  wonld  therefore  seem  he  (Stone)  most  have  acted  with- 
out proper  information. 

They  have  been  waiting  there  for  no  other  pnrpose  than  to  catch  a 
small  party  at  a  disadvantage. 

I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

FBANCIS  L.  BUXTON. 

M^jor-General  Banes. 


No.  18. 


Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stones  letter  to  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Wade^  chairman 
of  Joint  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War, 

WASHiNaxoN,  D.  0.,  March  6, 1863. 

Snt:  During  my  recent  examination  (27th  ultimo)  yon  asked  me  the 
question,  <<  Who  arrested  you  f  "  My  answer  was  long,  and  referred  to 
a  number  of  papers  which  I  had  not  with  me.  As  tiiy  answer  indicated, 
I  am  yet  in  doubt  as  to  whom  the  responsibility  of  the  arrest  attaches ; 
bat  I  inclose  copies  of  such  papers  (ten  in  number)  as  are  now  in  my 
possession,  and  respectfully  place  them  at  the  disposition  of  the  honor- 
able ^e  committee. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

[Inclotaret.] 

Obdeb,  t  War  Department, 


Ko.  — .  )  Washington  City^  D.  C,  January  28, 1862. 

Orderedj  That  the  general  commanding  be,  and  is  hereby,  directed  to 
relieve  Brig.  Gen.  G.  P.  Stone  from  command  of  his  division  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  forthwith,  and  that  he  be  placed  in  arrest  and 
kept  in  close  custody  until  further  orders. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Heabquabtebs  of  the  Abmt, 

Washington^  February  8, 1862. 

Oenebal:  You  will  please  at  once  arrest  Brig.  Gen.  Oharles  P. 
Stone,  U.  S.  volunteers,  and  retain  him  in  close  custody,  sending  him 
under  suitable  escort  by  the  first  train  to  Fort  Lafayette,  where  he  will 
be  placed  in  charge  of  the  commanding  officer.  See  that  he  has  no 
communication  with  any  one  from  the  time  of  his  arrest. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-GenercU. 
Brig.  Gen.  Andrew  Porter,  Provost-MarshaL 
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HSADQUABTKRS  OF  THB  ARMY, 

Wa9hingtonj  February  8, 1862. 

Sib:  This  will  be  handed  to  yon  by  the  officer  sent  in  charge  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone^  who  is  under  close  arrest. 

You  will  please  confine  General  Stone  in  Fort  Lafayette,  allowing  bini 
the  comforts  dae  his  rank,  and  allowing  him  no  communication  with 
any  one  by  letter  or  otherwise,  except  under  the  usual  supervision. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Majw*OeneraU 
GoMMANDiNa  Officbb  Fobt  Lafatettb. 

WASHiKaTON,  D.  0.,  February  9, 1862. 

Genebal  :  This  morning  about  1  o'clock  I  was  arrested  by  Briga- 
dier-General Sykes,  commanding  city  guard,  and  made  a  close  prisoner 
by  order,  as  I  was  informed,  of  the  M^jor-General  Commanding-in-Chief. 
Conscious  of  being  and  naving  been  at  aU  times  a  faithful  soldier  of 
the  United  States,  I  most  respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  furnished, 
at  as  ^arly  a  moment  as  practicable,  with  a  copy  of  whatever  charges 
may  have  been  preferred  against  me  and  the  opportunity  of  promptly 
meeting  them. 

Very  respectfhlly,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier'  OeneraL 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williahs, 

Asftistant  Adjutant-Oeneraly  Sdqre.  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

Fobt  Hamilton,  Bat  of  New  Yobk, 

April  5, 1862. 

Colonel  :  I  respectftilly  request  of  you  a  copy  of  the  order  by  aa- 
thority  of  which,  on  the  10th  of  February  last,  I  was  confined  in  Fort 
Lafayette. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 
Lieut.  Col.  Mabtin  Bxjbke,  Fort  Hamilton. 

P.  S. — ^I  would  also  request  copies  of  any  letters  which  have  passed 
between  any  authority  in  Washington  and  yourself  relating  t6  the 
nature  and  place  of  my  confinement  since  that  date. 

Headquabtebs  Abut  of  the  Potomac, 

September  7, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  been  applied  to  by  General  Stone  for  permission  to  serve 
with  the  Army  during  the  impending  movements,  even  if  only  as  a 
spectator. 

I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  (General  Stone,  bat 
am  unwilling  to  use  his  services  unless  I  know  that  it  meets  the  ap- 
proval of  Government. 

I  not  only  have  no  objection  to  his  employment  in  this  army,  but, 
more  than  that,  would  be  glad  to  avail  myself  of  his  services  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permit. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major-OeneraL 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 
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WAsavsQTONy  D.  C,  S^iember  25, 1862. 

GsivsBAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  for  tlie  con- 
sideration of  the  General-in-Chief: 

On  the  8th  Febmary,  1862,  aboat  the  hour  of  midnight,  I  was 
arrested  by  an  armed  guard,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes, 
and  placed  in  close  confinement,  under  guard,  in  the  quarters  of  the 
officers  of  the  provost-marshid^s  guard. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrest  I  asked  of  General  Sykes  the  cause,  but 
was  informed  that  he  was  perfectly  ignorant  of  it. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  February  I  addressed  the  following 
letter  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  viz: 

Washinqtok,  D.  C,  ^(Bftmory  9, 1662. 

Genxbal:  This  moniiiiffy  aboat  1  o'clock,  I  wm  arrested  by  Brigadier-General 
Sykes,  conunanding  City  Onud,  and  made  a  close  prisoner,  by  order,  as  I  vas  in- 
armed, of  tho  Mi^or-General  Commanding-in-Chief. 

CoDBcioTis  of  being  and  having  been  at  all  times  a  faithful  soldier  of  the  United 
States,  I  most  respectfully  request  that  I  may  be  furnished,  at  as  early  a  moment  as 
practicable,  with  a  copy  of  whatever  charges  may  have  been  preferred  against  me, 
snd  the  opportunity  of  promptly  meeting  them. 

Very  respectmUy,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Omieral  Folaaisert. 
Brig.  Gen.  8.  Wiluaxs, 

AMtUiant  Jtlfuttrnt-Oeneralf  Headquarien  Arwff  of  tiU  PotosMM. 

The  above  letter  was  carried  by  (General  Sykes  to  Qeneral  Williams 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  February.  No  answer  has  ever  been 
received  by  me. 

Daring  the  night  of  February  9  I  was  conveyed,  in  charge  of  a  lieu- 
tenant and  two  police  officers,  to  Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  E  arbor, 
and  turned  over  to  the  custody  of  Lieut.  Col.  Martin  Burke,  Third 
Artillery,  who  immediately  sent  me  in  charge  of  a  guanl  to  Fort 
Lafayette,  where  I  was  delivered  to  lieutenant  Wood,  Ninth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Lafiiyette  the  money  was  taken  from  my  pockets,  and  I  was 
placed  in  solitary  confinement  in  a  room  ordinarily  used  as  enlisted- 
men's  quarters,  where  I  was  kejpt  forty-nine  days,  no  letter  being 
allowed  to  reach  or  to  leave  me  without  inspection. 

During  this  confinement  I  applied  at  different  times,  through  the 
proper  channels,  for  speedy  trial,  for  charges,  for  change  of  locality, 
aud  access  to  the  records  of  my  office  and  headquarters  to  enable  me 
to  prepare  for  trial,  &c.,  but  never  received  any  response  to  any  of  my 
communications. 

After  forty-nine  days  I  was  transferred  to  Fort  Hamilton,  a^nd  allowed 
opportunities  of  obtaining  air  and  exercise,  but  the  same  restrictions 
were  continued  on  my  correspondence. 

I  applied  for  a  copy  of  the  order  placing  me  in  .confinement,  but  could 
not  obtain  it. 

I  applied  to  my  custodian  to  learn  what  crime  was  alleged  against 
me,  and  he  informed  me  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

After  thus  awaiting  charges  more  than  two  months,  I  applied  for 
suspension  of  arre^st  and  opportunity  to  serve  before  Xorktown,  but 
received  no  reply. 

Again,  on  the  occasion  of  the  retreat  of  our  forces  firom  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  I  applied  for  suspension  of  arrest  and  opportunity  to  serve^ 
bat  receire<l  no  reply. 

On  the  4th  of  July  I  again  applied,  but  received  no  reply. 
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I  applied  for  an  extensiou  of  limits,  bat  received  only  the  reply  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  absent,  and  no  extension  could  be  given  outil 
his  return. 

Finally,  on  the  16th  August,  18G2,  after  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
days  of  confinement,  I  was  fully  released  from  arrest,  without  any  order 
what  to  do. 

I  immediately  repoii«d  myself  for  duty. 

I  would  respeotfully  represent  that  the  law  requires,  peremptorily, 
that  when  an  officer  is  placed  in  arrest,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer 
who  orders  the  arrest  to  see  that  the  officer  arrested  is  furnished  within 
eight  days  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  against  him. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  days  have  now  elapsed  since  my 
arrest,  and  not  only  have  no  charges  been  furnished  mc,  but  no  allega- 
tion of  crime  to  justify  arrest  has  been  made  to  me  or  to  those  who  had 
me  in  custody. 

I  now  respectfiilly  apply  again  to  the  Generalin-Ghief  for  a  copy  «f 
any  charges  or  allegations  which  may  have  been  made  against  me  and 
the  opportunity  of  promptly  meeting  them,  and  in  case  trial  cannot  be 
had,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that  at  least  the  charges  may  be  ttimished, 
so  that  I  may  know  what  falsehoods  require  refutation  and  witnesses 
I  shall  require  to  accomplish  the  refutation. 

It  is  perhaps  superfluous  for  me  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
those  who  have  served  under  my  orders,  and  therefore  must  be  the 
witnesses  of  my  conduct  in  service,  have  been  falling  in  battle  and  by 
disease  by  hundreds  and  thousands  since  the  date  of  my  arrest  So 
great  have  been  the  casualties,  that  the  command  from  which  I  was 
taken  is  now  reduced  more  than  one-half. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

BrigtuHer-General. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Washington^  September  30, 1862. 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  the  25th  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the 
Army  has  been  referred  to  me  for  reply. 

I  learn  from  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  order  releasing  you  from 
Fort  Hamilton  also  released  you  from  arrest.  You  therefore  are  no 
longer  under  arrest,  but  as  you  have  not  been.assigned  to  me  for  duty, 
I  can  give  you  no  orders. 

I  have  no  official  information  of  the  cause  of  your  arrest,  but  I  un- 
derstood that  it  was  made  by  the  orders  of  the  President.  ISTo  charges 
or  specifications  are,  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  on  file  against  you. 

The  matter,  I  learn,  is  to  be  immediately  investigated,  and  copies  of 
charges,  when  prefen^ed,  will  be  furnished  you  by  the  Judge- Advocate- 
General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oeneral'in-  Chief. 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Washington. 

Washington,  D.  0.,  December  1, 1862. 

General:  At  the  time  of  my  arrest  and  imprisonment,  in  February 
last,  the  officer  who  effected  it  (Brigadier-General  Sykes)  claimed  to  act 
under  your  order,  although  he  exhibited  no  other  authority  than  an 
armed  force. 
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Under  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  17, 
1862,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  any  officer  who  shall  order  the  arrest  of 
another  to  see  that  a  copy  of  the  charges  be  furnished  to  the  arrested 
officer  within  eight  days  of  the  date  of  the  arrest ;  and  by  proviso  the 
requirements  of  the  section  were  made  applicable  to  all  officers  under 
arrest  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Under  this  law  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  cause  me  to  be 
famished  with  a  copy  of  the  charges  which  led  to  my  arrest,  and  which 
1  have  repeatedly  asked  for,  through  the  ordinary  channels  of  official 
communication,  without  success. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  with  much  resi>ect,  your  most 
obedient  servant. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier '  OeneraL 

Mig.  Gren.  Geobge  B.  MoOlellan,  17.  8.  Army,  New  York. 

New  Yobk,  December  5, 1862. 

Gen^bal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  Ist  instant. 

The  order  for  your  arrest  in  February  last  was  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  War.  I  had  the  order  in  his  handwriting  several  days  before  it  was 
finally  carried  into  effect. 

When  the  order  was  first  given  by  the  Secretary,  he  informed  me  that 
it  was  at  the  solicitation  of  the  Congressional  Committee  on  the  Con- 
duct of  the  War  and  based  upon  testimony  taken  by  them. 

On  the  evening  when  you  were  arrested  I  submitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary the  writt>en  result  of  the  examination  of  a  refugee  from  Leesburg. 
Tills  information,  to  a  certain  extent,  agreed  with  the  evidence  stated 
to  have  been  taken  by  the  committee,  and  upon  its  being  imparted  to 
the  Secretary  he  again  instructed  me  to  cause  you  to  be  arrested,  which 
I  at  once  did. 

At  the  time  I  stated  to  the  Secretary  that  I  could  not  from  the  in- 
formation in  my  possession  understand  how  charges  could  be  framed 
against  you ;  that  the  case  was  too  indefinite. 

On  several  occasions  after  your  arrest  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  to  the  propriety  of  giving  you  a  prompt  trial,  but  the  reply 
always  was  either  that  there  was  no  time  to  attend  to  the  case  or  that 
the  Congressional  committee  were  still  engaged  in  collecting  additional 
evidence  in  your  case,  and  were  not  yet  fully  prepared  to  frame  the 
charges. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK 
Major-Oeneralj  U.  S,  Army, 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone, 

U.  8.  Volunteer8j  Waahingtorij  J>.  0. 

[KoTE.] — On  the  receipt  of  General  McCIellan's  letter  of  December  5, 
18o2^  General  Stone  addressed  a  letter  to  him,  asking  that  he  might  be 
famished  with  the  name  of  the  Leesburg  refugee  referred  to  and  a 
copy  of  his  statement.    The  following  reply  was  received: 

WiLLABD'S  HQTEL, 

Washingtonj  D.  C,  December  10, 1862. 

Genebal  :  I  am  directed  by  General  McClellan  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  note  of  December  8, 18G2. 
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The  name  of  the  leftigee  he  does  not  recollect,  and  the  last  time  he 
recollects  seeing  the  statoiment  was  at  the  War  Department,  immediately 
previous  to  your  arrest.  K  he  has  a  copy,  it  is  among  his  official  papers, 
which  papers  are  en  route  for  New  York,  and  will  be  examined  on  his 
retam,  and  if  the  pa|)er  referred  to  be  found  among  them,  he  will  fur- 
nish you  with  a  copy. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  B.  8WEITZBB, 
Lieutenawt-Colonel  and  Aide^Van^. 

Brig.  Oen.  Ghables  P.  Stone,  U.  8.  Volunteers. 

[NoTB.|— The  statement  referred  to  within  has  not  up  to  this  date 
been  furnished  me. 

OHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier'C^eneraL 
Maboh  6, 1863. 

No.  19. 

Beply  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reeolution  of  House  of  Bepresentativee. 

Wab  Depabtment, 
WashingUmj  Beeember  12, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives  calling  for  certain  information  with  regard 
to  the  disastrous  movement  of  our  troops  at  Ball's  Bluff,  and  to  trans- 
mit to  you  a  report  of  the  A^utan^General  of  the  17.  S.  Army,  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  a  compliance  with  the  resolution  at  this 
time  wouldj  in  the  opinion  of  the  €^eral-in-Chief,  be  iiyurious  to  the 
public  service. 

Very  respectfully, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  nar. 

Hon.  G.  A.  Gbow,  Speaker  House  of  Representatives. 

Hbadquabtebs  of  the  Abkt, 
Adjutant-Gbnebal's  Office, 

Washingtauy  December  11, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to  report, 
in  reference  to  the  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives, received  the  3d  instant,  '^  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested, 
if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to  report  to  this  House 
whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  measures  have  been  taken  to  ascertain 
who  is  responsible  for  the  disastrous  movement  of  our  troops  at  Ball's 
Bluff,"  that  the  General-in-Chief  of  the  Army  is  of  opinion  an  inquiry 
on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  would  at  this  time  be  injurious  to  the 
public  service. 

The  resolution  is  herewith  respectfally  returned. 

BespectMly  submitted. 

L,  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  OeneraL 

Hon.  Seobetabt  of  Wab,  Washington. 
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Ko.  20. 

Bipart  of  General  0.  T.  Beauregard^  0.  8.  Army^  with  eongroMatory 

orders. 

Hdqbb.  FmsT  GoBPS,  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Cewtrevillej  December  6, 1861. 

GsNBBAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  with  this  the  report  of  Brig- 
adier-Creneral  Evans  of  the  battle  fonght  by  the  troops  of  his  command, 
near  Leesborg,  Ya.,  on  the  2l8t  of  October,  1861.  I  shall  also  inclose 
herewith  lists  of  the  killed  and  wounded  *  and  the  reports  of  the  sepa- 
rate regimental  and  battsdion  commanders. 

I  have  also  to  forward  for  the  information  of  the  War  Department, 
and  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  operations  resulting  in  that  battle, 
my  letter  of  instructions  to  Brigadier-General  Evans,  dated  October  17, 
1861.    A  map  prepared  by  General  Evans  will  be  forwarded  by  hand. 
Bespeotftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BBAUEEGAED, 

General^  Commanding. 
General  S.  Goopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Biehmondy  Va. 

[Iaolo«iii«.J 
HDQBS.  FiBST  CoBPS,  ABHT  OF  THE  POTOMAO, 

Near  Centrevilley  October  17, 1861. 

CoLONBL :  Your  note  of  this  date  has  been  laid  before  the  general, 
who  wishes  to  be  informed  of  the  reasons  that  influenced  you  to  take 
up  your  present  position,  as  you  omit  to  inform  him.  The  point  you 
oocapy  is  understood  to  be  very  strong,  and  the  general  hopes  you  will 
be  able  to  maintain  it  against  odds  should  the  enemy  press  across  the 
river  and  move  in  this  direction.  To  prevent  such  a  movement  and 
Junction  of  Banks'  forces  with  McGlellan's  is  of  the  utmost  military  im-' 
portance,  and  you  will  be  expected  to  make  a  desperate  stand,  falling 
back  only  in  the  face  of  an  overwhelming  enemy.  In  case,  unfortu- 
nately, 3'ou  should  be  obliged  to  retire,  march  on  this  point  and  eftect  a 
Junction  with  his  corps. 

If  you  still  deem  it  best  to  remain  at  Carter's  Mill,  the  general  desires 
you  to  maintain  xiossession  of  Leesbnrg  as  an  outpost  by  a  regiment 
without  bitggage  or  tents,  and  to  be  relieved  every  three  or  four  days. 

As  you  may  be  aware,  this  army  has  taken  up  a  line  of  triaogular 
shape,  with  Centreville  as  the  salient,  one  side  running  to  Union  Mills, 
the  olner  to  Stone  Bridge,  with  outposts  of  regiments  3  or  4  miles  in  ad- 
vance in  all  directions  and  cavalry  pickets  yet  in  advance  as  far  as  Fair- 
&x  (3ourt-House. 

Bespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JOEDAN, 
Aesietant  Adjutant-Generah 

Col.  S*.  G.  Evans,  Commanding  at  Leeeburg^  Ya. 

*  A  tftbnlar  statement,  compiled  from  those  lists,  appeals  as  report  No.  5S,  p.  353. 
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General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  47.  )  October  22, 1861. 

The  commanding  general  annonnces  to  the  Army  with  satisflaction  a 
brilliant  saccess,  achieved  yesterday,  near  Leesbarg,  by  Colonel  Evans 
and  his  brigade.  After  a  contest  lasting  from  early  morning  until  dark 
this  brigade  routed  and  drove  back  to  the  river  a  very  large  force  of  the 
enemy,  capturing  six  cannons  and  200  prisoners,  and  killing  and  wound* 
ing  a  large  number.  The  skill  and  courage  with  which  this  victory  has 
been  achieved  entitles  Colonel  Evans  and  the  Seventh  Brigade  of  the 
First  Corps  to  the  thanks  of  the  Army. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston: 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Amstant  Adjutant-Oenerah 


General  Orders,  )       Hdqrs.  1st  Corps,  Arbtt  of  Potomac, 
No.  64.  f  Near  CentrevilUj  October  23,  1861. 

The  general  commanding,  in  communicating  to  his  army  corps  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  47,  dated  October  22,  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  must  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to  express  his  con- 
Ment  hope  that  all  of  his  command,  officers  and  men,  by  the  brilliant 
achievement  of  their  comrades  in  arms  of  the  Seventh  Brif^ade,  on  the 
21st  instant,  will  be  assured  of  our  ability  to  cope  successfully  with  the 
foe  arrayed  against  us,  in  whatsoever  force  he  may  offer  battle.  Under 
the  inspirations  of  a  just  cause,  defending  all  we  hold  dear  on  earth  or 
worth  living  for,  and  with  the  maoifest  aid  of  the  God  of  Battles,  we 
can  and  must  drive  our  invaders  from  the  soil  of  Virginia,  despite  their 
numbers  and  their  long  accumulating  war  equipage. 

Soldiers  of  the  First  Corps !  your  enemy  is  demoralized  by  these  de- 
feats. His  numbers  give  but  temporary  confidence,  which  at  all  times 
you  can  dissipate  in  an  instant,  when  animated  by  the  resolution  to 
conquer  or  die  facing  him. 

After  the  success  of  the  Seventh  Brigade  in  the  conflict  of  the  21st  of 
October  no  odds  must  discourage  or  make  you  doubtful  of  victoiy  when 
you  are  called  upon  by  your  general  to  engage  in  battle. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Asaiatant  A^utant  OeneraL 


No.  21. 

Seports  of  Brig.  Oen.  N.  0.  Evans j  0.  S.  Army,  tcith  correspondence. 

Headquarters  Seventh  Brigade, 

Leesburg^  Fa.,  October  31,  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  of 
the  troops  of  the  Seventh  Brigade  in  the  battle  of  the  21st  and  22d  in- 
stant with  the  enemy  at  Leesburg,  Ya. : 

On  Saturday  night,  the  10th  instant,  about  7  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  enemy 
commenced  a  heavy  cannonading  from  three  batteries,  one  playing  on 
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my  intrencbment  (known  as  Fort  Evans),  one  on  the  Leesburg  tnm- 
pike,  and  one  on  Edwards  Ferry.  Heavy  firing  was  also  heard  in  the 
direction  of  Dranesville. 

At  12  o'clock  at  night  I  ordered  my  entire  brigade  to  the  Burnt 
Bridge,  on  the  turnpike.  The  enemy  had  been  reported  as  approaching 
from  Dranesville  in  large  force.  Taking  a  strong  position  on  the  north 
side  of  Goose  Greek,  I  awaited  his  approach.  Beconnoitering  the  turn; 
pike  on  Sunday  morning,  the  courier  of  General  McCall  was  captured, 
bearing  dispatches  to  General  Meade  to  examine  the  roads  leading  to 
Leesburg.  From  this  prisoner  I  learned  the  position  of  the  enemy 
near  Dranesville.  During  Sunday  the  enemy  kept  a  deliberate  fire 
without  any  effect. 

Early  on  Monday  morning,  the  21st  instant,  I  heard  the  firing  of  my 
pickets  at  Big  Spring,  who  had  discovered  tbat  at  an  unguarded  point 
the  euemy  had  effected  a  crossing  in  force  of  five  companies  and  were 
advancing  on  Leesburg.  Captain  [Wm.  L.|  Duff,  of  the  Seventeenth 
Begiment«  immediately  attacked  him,  driving  him  back,  with  several 
killed  ancl  wounded. 

On  observing  the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  Fort  Evans  at  6 
o'clock  a.  m.,  I  found  he  had  effected  a  crossing  both  at  Edwards  Ferry 
aod  Ball's  Bluff,  and  I  made  preparations  to  meet  him  in  both  positions, 
and  immediately  ordered  four  companies  of  infantry  (two  of  the  Eight- 
eenth, one  of  the  Seventeenth,  and  one  of  the  Thirteenth)  and  a  cavalry 
force  to  relieve  Captain  Duff;  the  whole  force,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Jenifer,  who  was  directed  to  hold  his 
position  till  the  enemy  made  further  demonstration  of  his  design  of 
attack.  This  force  soon  became  warmly  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and 
drove  them  back  for  some  distance  in  the  woods. 

At  about  10  o'clock  I  became  convinced  that  the  main  point  of  attack 
TTould  be  at  Ball's  Bluff,  and  ordered  Colonel  Huntou,  with  his  regi- 
ment, the  Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers,  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
support  of  Colonel  Jenifer.  I  directed  Colonel  Hunton  to  form  line  of 
battle  immediately  in  the  rear  of  Colonel  Jenifer's  command  and  to 
drive  the  enemy  to  the  river;  that  I  would  support  his  right  with  artil- 
lery. About  12.20  o'clock  p.  m.  Colonel  Hunton  united  his  command 
with  that  of  Colonel  Jenifer,  and  both  commands  soon  became  hotly 
engaged  with  the  euemy  in  their  strong  position  in  the  woods. 

Watching  carefally  the  action,  I  saw  the  enemy  were  constantly 
being  re-enforced,  and  at  2.30  o'clock  p.  m.  ordered  Colonel  Burt  to 
march  his  regiment,  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi,  and  attack  the  left 
flank  of  the  enemy,  while  Colonels  Hunton  and  Jenifer  attacked  him  in 
front.  On  arriving  at  his  position  Colonel  Burt  was  received  with  a 
tremendous  fire  from  the  enemy  concealed  in  a  ravine,  and  was  com- 
pelled to  divide  his  regiment  to  stop  the  fiank  movement  of  the  enemy. 

At  this  time,  about  3  o'clock,  finding  the  enemy  were  in  large  force, 
I  ordered  Colonel  Featherston,  with  his  regiment,  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi, to  repair  at  double-quick  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Burt,  where 
he  arrived  in  twenty  minutes,  and  the  action  became  general  along  my 
whole  line,  and  was  very  hot  and  brisk  for  more  than  two  hours,  the 
enemy  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  with  his  batteries  on  both  sides  of  the 
river.  At  about  6  o'clock  p.  m.  I  saw  that  mj'  command  had  driven  the 
enemy  near  the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  I  ordered  ray  entire  force  to 
charge  and  to  drive  him  into  the  river.  The  charge  was  immediately 
made  by  the  whole  command,  and  the  forces  of  the  enemy  were  com- 
pletely routed,  and  cried  out  for  quarter  along  liia  whole  line. 

In  this  charge  the  enemy  were  driven  back  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
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and  many  killed  and  wonnded  by  this  formidable  weapon.  In  the  pre- 
cipitate retreat  of  the  enemy  on  the  bluffs  of  the  river  many  of  his 
troops  mshed  into  the  water  and  were  drowned,  while  many  otliers,  in 
overloading  the  boats,  sank  them,  and  shared  the  same  fate.  Tlie  rout 
now,  about  7  o'clock,  became  complete,  and  the  enemy  commenced 
throwing  his  arms  into  the  river.  Daring  this  action  I  held  Col.  Will- 
iam Barksdale^  with  nine  companies  of  his  regiment,  the  Thirteenth  Mis- 
sissippi, and  SIX  pieces  of  artillery,  as  a  reserve,  as  well  as  to  keep  ni)  a 
demonstration  against  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  Edwards  Ferry. 

At  8  o'clock  p.  m.  the  enemy  sarrendered  his  forces  at  Ball's  Blnflf, 
and  the  prisoners  were  marched  to  Leesbarg.  I  then  ordered  my  brigade 
(with  the  exception  of  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Mississippi,  which  re- 
mained in  front  of  Edwards  Ferry)  to  retire  to  the  town  of  Leesbarg, 
and  rest  for  the  night. 

On  Tuesday  morning  I  was  informed  by  Oolonel  Barksdale  that  the 
enemy  were  still  in  considerable  force  at  Edwards  Ferry.  I  directed 
him  to  make  a  thoroagh  reconnaissance  of  the  position  and  strength  of 
the  enemy  and  attack  him.  At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  he  gallantly  attacked  a 
mach  saperior  force  in  their  intrenchments,  driving  them  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  killing  30  or  40,  and  wounding  a  considerable  number. 
About  sundown,  the  enemy  being  strongly  re-enforced  and  stationed  in 
rifle-pits.  Colonel  Barksdale  wisely  retired  with  his  regiment  to  Fort 
Evans,  leaving  a  guard  of  two  companies  to  watch  the  novemeuts  of 
the  enemy,  who,  evidently  expecting  a  renewed  attack,  retired  during 
the  night  and  recrossed  the  river  at  Edwards  Ferry. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  finding  my  brigade  very  much  exhausted,  I 
left  Colonel  Barksdale,  with  his  regiment,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery 
and  a  cavalry  force,  as  a  grand  guard,  and  I  ordered  the  other  three 
regiments  to  fall  back  towards  Carter's  Mill  to  rest  and  to  be  collected 
in  order.  Colonel  Hunton,  with  his  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  artillery, 
were  halted  at  a  strong  position  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Sycolin,  about 
3  miles  south  of  Leesburg. 

I  would  here  state  that  in  an  interview  on  Monday  night  with  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the  Federal  Army  taken  prisoners  I  was  con- 
vinced that  they  expected  to  be  recaptured  either  during  the  night  or 
the  next  day,  and  as  the  captured  officers  refused  their  parole  not  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  Southern  Confederacy  till  duly  exchanged,  I 
ordered  the  whole  number  to  be  immediately  marched  to  Manassas. 
This  parole  was  only  offered  to  give  them  the  liberty  of  the  town,  as  I 
did  not  wish  to  confine  them  with  the  privates. 

In  the  engagement  on  the  21st  o(  October,  which  lasted  nearly  thirteen 
hours,  our  loss,  from  a  force  of  1,709  aggregate,  was  as  follows  :* 
•  •••••• 

The  force  of  the  enemy,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  was 
five  regiments  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  at  Ball's  Bluff,  and  four 
regiments,  two  batteries,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  at  Edwards  Ferry, 
numbering  in  all  about  8,000  troops.  In  addition  to  this  force  three 
batteries  of  long  range  were  constantly  firing  on  my  troops  from  the 
Maryland  side  of  the  river. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  so  far  as  known,  is  as  follows :  1,300  killed, 
wounded,  and  drowned;  captured  710  prisoners,  1,500  stand  of  arms, 
three  pieces  of  cannon,  one  stand  of  colors,  a  large  number  of  cartridge- 
boxes,  bayonet  scabbards,  and  a  quantity  of  camp  furniture.  Among 
the  killed  of  the  enemy  was  General  Baker,  formerly  Senator  from 
Oregon,  and  several  other  commissioned  officers.    Among  the  prisoners 

*  Statement  omitted  is  tabulated  in  report  No.  22,  p.  353. 


Chap.  XIV.1        BALL's  BLX7FF  AND   EDWARDS   FEBBY^  VA.  351 

taken  were  22  commissioned  officers,  the  names  of  whom  have  already 
been  furnished. 

General  C.  P.  Stone  commanded  the  Federal  forces  nntil  3  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  22dy  when  he  was  snperseded  by  M%j.  Gen.  N.  P. 
Banks. 

The  engagement  on  onr  side  was  fought  entirely  with  the  musket. 
The  artillery  was  in  position  to  do  eftective  service  should  the  enemy 
have  advanced  from  their  cover.  The  enemy  were  armed  with  the  Minie 
musket,  the  Belgian  gun,  and  Springfield  musket;  a  telescopic  target 
rifle  was  also  among  the  arms  found. 

In  closing  my  report  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  general  com- 
manding to  the  heroism  and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Seventh  Brigade  in  the  actions  of  the  2l8t  and  22d  of  Oc- 
tober. The  promptness  with  which  every  commander  obeyed  and  the 
spirit  with  which  their  men  executed  my  orders  to  attack  tihe  enemy  in 
mnch  superior  force  and  in  a  position  where  he  had  great  advantages 
entitles  them  to  the  thanks  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Without 
food  or  rest  for  more  than  twelve  hours  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  battle,  they  drove  an  enemy  four  times  their  number  from  the 
soil  of  Virginia,  killing  and  taking  prisoners  a  greater  number  than 
our  whole  force  engaged.  To  witness  the  patience,  enthusiasm,  and 
devotion  of  the  troops  to  our  cause  during  an  action  of  thirteen  hours 
excited  my  warmest  admiration. 

As  my  entire  brigade  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations  in  their 
intrepidity  and  endurance,  I  am  unable  to  individualize  any  particular 
command,  as  the  tenacity  with  which  each  regiment  held  their  positions 
was  equaled  only  by  their  undaunted  courage  and  firm  determination  to 
conquer. 

To  my  general  staff  I  am  much  indebted.  Maj.  John  D.  Bogers, 
brigade  quartermaster,  was  directed  to  conduct  the  baggage  train  be- 
yond Goose  Greek,  which  difficult  duty  was  iierformed  in  the  night  with 
great  regularity.  Gaptain  Orr,  brigade  commisssuy,  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  securing  commissary  stores  and  in  providing  cooked  rations 
for  the  brigade.  To  my  acting  aide-de-camp,  Lieut  Gharles  B.  Wild- 
man,  of  the  Seventeenth  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  and  my  volun- 
teer aide,  Mr.  William  H.  Bogers,  I  am  particularly  indebted  for  services 
on  the  field  of  battle.  Lieutenant  Wildman  conducted  the  Eighteenth 
Begiment  and  Mr.  Bogers  the  Seventeenth  Begiment  of  Mississippi  Vol- 
unteers to  their  respective  positions  in  the  action,  and  both  repeatedly 
bore  my  orders  under  heavy  fire.  Gapt  A.  L.  Evans,  assistant  adjutant- 
general,  though  detained  by  other  duty  till  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  rendered 
valuable  service.  The  medical  staff,  both  brigade  and  regimental,  were 
all  actively  engaged  during  the  day  in  removing  the  dead  and  wounded 
and  in  patriotically  administering  relief  to  the  dying  on  the  field. 

I  am  pained  to  report  the  fall  of  the  gallant  Gol.  E.  B.  Burt,  of  the 
Eighteenth  Begiment  Mississippi  Volunteers.  He  was  mortally  wound- 
ed about  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  while  gallantly  leading  his  regiment  under  a 
tremendous  fire.  His  loss  is  truly  severe  to  his  regiment  and  to  our 
common  cause. 

At  about  2  o^clock  p.  m.  on  the  21st  I  sent  a  message  to  Gen.  B.  L. 
Wright  to  bring  his  militia  force  to  my  assistance  at  Fort  Evans.  He 
reported  to  me  in  i>erson  that  he  was  unable  to  get  his  men  to  turn  out, 
though  there  were  a  great  number  in  town  and  arms  and  ammunition 
were  offered  them. 

The  prisoners  taken  were  sent  to  Manassas  under  charge  of  Gapt.  O. 
B.  Singleton,  of  the  Eighteenth  Begiment  Mississippi  Voltmteers,  witti 
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Lis  company,  and  Gapt.  W.  A.  P.  Jones,  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment 
Mississippi  Volunteers,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  the  whole  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Singleton,  who  conducted  529  prisoners  nearly 
25  miles  after  the  great  fatigue  of  the  battle. 

Accompanying  this  report  I  inclose  an  accurate  map  of  the  field  of 
battle,*  and  the  reports  of  the  immediate  commanders;  to  the  latter  I 
would  respectfully  refer  for  individual  acts  of  gallantry  and  patriotism. 
I  also  forward  the  report  of  the  field  officer  of  the  day,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel McGuirk,  of  the  Seventeenth  Begiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  to 
whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  information  of  the  flank  movements  of  the 
enemy.  Lieut.  Sheffield  Duval,  here  on  duty  as  Topographical  Engi- 
neer, and  Sergt.  William  B.  Chambliss,  of  the  Eighteenth  Begiment 
Mississippi  Volunteers,  my  private  secretary,  rendered  material  service, 
the  former  by  fighting  on  foot  with  his  musket  as  a  private,  the  latter 
by  conveying  my  orders  on  the  field  of  battle  under  heavy  fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  EVAIJS, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding  Seventh  Brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Jordan, 
A,  A,  G.y  Ist  Oorps^  Army  of  the  Potomac,  near  Centreville, 


Headquabtebs  Thibd  Military  District,  S.  C, 

Adams  Run,  8.  C,  March  7,  1862. 

Sir:  As  I  see  by  the  newspapers  that  a  resolution  has*  passed  the 
Confederato  Congress  calling  for  the  report  of  Col.  W.  H.  Jeuitei^s  cav- 
alry force  of  the  battle  of  Leesburg,  I  deem  it  but  justice  to  the  troops 
under  my  command  at  Leesburg,  on  October  2lHt  and  22d,  to  state  that 
Colonel  Jenifer  was  never  placed  in  command  of  any  other  troops  but 
the  five  companies  first  engaged.  I  sent  for  Colonel  Jenifer  and  placed 
him  in  command  of  these  companies  and  of  none  others;  neither  was 
Colonel  Jenifer  acquainted  with  the  plan  of  attack,  as  is  shown  by  the 
reports  of  the  regimental  commanders  engaged.  I  would  also  state 
that  I  sent  for  Colonel  Jenifer  and  called  his  attention  to  the  contra- 
dictory statements  in  his  report.  I  also  communicated  the  facts  of  his 
report  to  Colonels  Barksdalo,  Featherston,  Hunton,  and  Griffin,  who 
expressed  their  surprise,  as  they  received  no  orders  from  Colonel  Jenifer. 

1  make  this  statement  to  explain  the  contradictory  reports.  By  ref- 
erence to  the  reports  of  the  colonels  commanding  a  true  history  of  the 
battle  will  be  found. 

Should  Col.  W.  H.  Jenifer's  report  be  published,  I  respectfully  request 
that  this  statement  be  also  published. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  EVAl^S, 
Brigadier- General,  (7.  S.  Army, 

Hon.  Secretary  op  War,  Richmond,  Va, 

[Indorsementa.] 

March  12, 1862. 

If  Colonel  Jenifer's  report  was  transmitted  through  General  Evans, 
he  had  then  the  opportunity  to  make  the  proper  indorsement  on  it  and 
cannot  now  add  other  remarks,  and  thus  irregularly  change  the  record 
after  the  parties  have  separated.  If  the  report  was  not  transmitted  by 
General  Evans,  he  has  now  the  right  to  annex  to  it  the  within  statement 

•  Not  found. 
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The  Secretary  may  receive  an  additional  report  from  the  commanding 
officer,  and  as  such  may  of  coarse  submit  it  for  transmission  to  Con- 
gress, but  this  should  be  in  cases  where  further  information  was  to  be 
conimnnicated. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 

March  15,  1862. 

Geueral  Evans'  report  of  the  battle  of  Leesburg.  together  with  the 
reports  of  the  officers  who  were  under  him  (Colonel  Jenifer  included) 
were  forwanledby  him  through  General  Beauregard,  and  were  received 
at  this  office  December  3, 1861. 

Copies  of  the  whole  of  these  papers  were  furnished  Congress  Decem- 
ber 10, 1861. 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Headquarters  Third  Military  District,  S.  C, 

AdamfP  Run^  8.  (7.,  March  25, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  18th  instant  inre])ly  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  of  March,  and 
beg  leave  to  state  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to  alter  the  records  of 
the  War  Department,  but  to  make  a  supplementary  report  (which  is  not 
uoDsual)  to  my  report  of  the  battle  of  Leesburg.  As  to  the  separation 
of  the  parties,  whom  I  suppose  to  be  Creneral  Beauregard  and  myself, 
as  we  are  the  only  persons  concerned  in  the  indorsements  and  forward- 
ing of  the  reports,  my  letter  can  be  readily  forwarded  for  the  indorse- 
ment of  Gleneral  Beauregard.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  request 
that  my  letter  be  considered  as  a  supplementary  report  and  forwarded 
for  the  indorsement  of  General  Beauregard.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier'  General, 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War,  Richmond^  Va. 


Ko.  22. 


Setwm  ofcoBualties  in  ike  Seventh  Brigade^  ItrBi  Corps,  Army  of  (he  PotomaCf  at  the  hattU 

of  Leeefmrg,  Fa.,  October  21, 22, 18S1. 
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Colonel  Bart,  since  dend. 
Three  prfvates,  since  dead, 
one  lleatenant  captared. 


*  A  copy  so  forwanled,  nnder  date  of  April  2,  1862,  was  returned  April  12,  by  Qeseral 
Beauregard,  indorsed  *' Respectfully  forwarded,  having  no  remarks  to  make." 

23  R  R  —VOL  V 
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TSo.  23. 

Report  of  Col.  William  BarJcsdaUj  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

Eeoimental  Headquabters, 
Fort  EvanSj  near  Leesburg^  October  28, 1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  yoar 
orders  I  left  my  encampment  near  Ball's  Mill,  on  Goose  Creek,  with 
my  regiment,  on  Sanday  morning,  the  20th  instant,  at  5  o'clock,  and 
encamped  the  following  night  on  the  Alexandria  turnpike  road,  near 
the  Burnt  Bridge  over  Goose  Creek,  about  4  miles  east  from  Leesbarg. 
with  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  Colonel  Hunton,  on  my  right,  and 
the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Begiment,  Colonel  Featherston,  on  my  left. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  the  guns  of  the  enemy  opened  upon  ns 
from  their  batteries  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac  Biver,  but 
without  effect.  At  8  o'clock  I  proceeded  with  my  regiment  to  Fort 
Evans,  and  forthwith  took  position  in  the  woods  to  the  right  of  the 
fort,  where  I  could  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

About  12  o'clock  I  dispatched  Capt.  L.  D.  Fletcher's  company  (D)  to 
report  to  you  at  Fort  Evans.  I  herewith  inclose  his  report  of  the  com- 
pany's movements  that  day.  During  the  whole  of  the  engagement  it 
was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  rendering  efficient  service,  and  bearing 
itself  with  undaunted  courage. 

About  1.30  o'clock  I  was  ordered  by  yon  to  advance  in  the  direction 
of  Edwards  Ferry,  and  to  ascertain  the  position  and  number  of  the 
enemy.  I  marched  at  once  in  that  direction,  and  halted  in  a  skirt  of 
woods  near  the  Daily  house,  at  the  same  time  directing  Captain  Mc- 
intosh to  skirmish  in  the  woods  and  near  the  river  on  the  lett,  and 
Captain  Eckford,  with  a  platoon  of  his  company,  to  skirmish  on  the 
right  of  that  house,  and  report  without  delay  the  result  of  their  ob- 
servation. Both  reported  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  in  large  num- 
bers on  this  side  of  the  river  and  just  beyond  the  Daily  house.  1  im- 
mediately ordered  the  regiment  to  advance,  and  when  near  the  house 
a  number  of  shots  were  fired  by  the  advance  guard  on  both  sides,  kill- 
ing 1  man  of  my  regiment.    The  loss  of  the  enemy  not  ascertained. 

Perceiving  that  the  object  of  the  enemy  was  to  outflank  me  on  the 
right,  and  learning  that  Colonels  Burt  and  Featherston,  with  their 
respective  commands,  had  been  ordered  in  another  direction,  I  formed 
my  regiment  on  the  right  of  the  Edwards  Ferry  road,  intending  to 
commence  the  attack  from  the  woods  stretching  along  the  Daily  planta- 
tion and  to  the  right  of  the  house,  at  the  same  time  directing  Captain 
Bradley  to  skirmish  on  the  left  and  Captain  [Wm.  H.]  Worthington  on 
the  right. 

At  this  moment  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  hasten  to  the  support  of  the 
Eighth  Virginia  Begiment  and  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Missis- 
sippi liegiments,  which  were  engaged  with  the  enemy  2  miles  from 
Edwards  Ferry  and  near  Conrad's  Ferry.  I  at  once,  and  in  dotible- 
quick  time,  started  to  their  relief,  leaving  Captain  Worthington's  com- 
I)any  to  observe  the  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Edwards  Ferry,  but 
before  reaching  the  scene  of  action  I  received  two  peremptory  orders 
from  you  to  return  to  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Evans,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  directing  the  companies  of  Captains  [Saml.  J.]  Bandell,  [D.  B.] 
Mcintosh,  and  Worthington  to  remain  in  the  rear,  to  prevent  the  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy  that  night  from  Edwards  Ferry. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  presence  of  my  command  in  position  at  Eil- 
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wards  Ferry  prevented  the  advance  of  a  large  colnmn  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  intended  to  re-enforce  Oeneral  Baker's  command  near  Ck)a- 
rad's  Ferry,  then  engaged  in  battle  with  our  forces. 

On  Tuesday  morning  I  was  ordered  by  yon  to  reconnoiter  the  enemy 
at  Edwards  Ferry,  and  attack  him  if  in  my  judgment  his  numbers 
and  position  would  warrant  me  in  doing  so.  Beaching  the  ground  I 
occupied  the  day  before,  I  ordered  Oaptain  Bandell  to  skirmiSi  on  my 
left  and  Captain  Eckfonl  on  my  right.  They  reported  that  the  enemy 
in  very  large  numbers  were  stationed,  as  on  the  preceding  day,  near 
the  banks  of  the  river.  From  their  movements,  which  could  be  easily 
seen  from  my  position,  I  supposed  they  were  planting  a  battery  at  the 
point  of  woods  jutting  out  into  the  Held  to  the  right  of  the  Daily  house. 
I  determined  to  make  the  attack  at  that  point,  and  accordingly  ordered 
Captain  Eckford  to  advance  with  his  and  Oaptain  McElroy's  companies, 
to  commence  the  engagement^  and  to  charge  and  take  the  battery,  if  one 
should  be  found  there. 

Taking  the  road  leading  to  Kephart's  Mill,  I  halted  the  regiment  in 
the  woods  to  the  right  of  the  Daily  plantation,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
Captain  Eckford  commenced  the  attack  ux)on  several  companies  of 
pickets  which  were  stationed  along  the  field,  charging  upon  and  driving 
them  in  great  disorder  and  confusion  before  his  &e.  I  ordered  the 
regiment  at.  once  to  advance,  and  the  engagement  in  a  moment  became 
general.  Under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  and  an  incessant  fire  from  his  lines  on  this  side  the  regi- 
ment continued  to  advance  some  400  yards,  firing  as  it  advanced,  driv- 
ing the  enemy  l>efore  it  back  to  the  river,  and  kUliug,  so  far  as  I  have 
b^n  able  to  learn,  35  or  40  of  their  number.  The  enemy  having  been 
driven  back  behind  his  field  works,  and  greatly  outnumbering  my  com- 
mand, having  also  artillery  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  I  did  not  deem  it 
proper  further  to  continue  the  assault,  and  hence  withdrew  the  regiment 
to  its  iK>sition  near  Fort  Evans,  which  I  reached  some  time  after  dark. 

I  herewith  inclose  Oaptain  Eckford's  report 

Every  order  I  gave  during  both  days  was  obeyed  with  promptness  and 
alacrity,  and  the  engagement  on  Tuesday  was  marked  by  the  greatest  pos- 
sible zeal,  courage,  and  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  both  officers  and  men.* 
•  •••••• 

WILLIAM  BABK8DALE, 
Colanelj  Comdg,  Thirteenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

General  N.  G.  Evaks,  Headquarters^  Leeshurg. 


No.  24. 

Itepwrt  of  Capt  WiUiam  J.  Eekford^  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry ^  of 

action  near  Edwards  Ferry. 

Oamp  near  Fort  Evans,  October  26, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  inst., 
obedient  to  orders,  I  proceeded  with  my  company  and  Oaptain  fK,]  Mc- 
Elroy's company  (G)  to  open  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  posted 
about  Edwards  Ferry,  by  attacking  a  battery  supposed  to  be  planted 
in  a  point  of  woods  on  a  ridge  which  made  out  from  Goose  Greek  to 
Daily's  field,  and  in  front  of  the  left  of  the  enemy's  line.    Advancing 

*  For  statement  of  casaolties  omitted  see  rej^ort  No.  22,  p.  353. 
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"With  the  division  by  a  narrow  road  which  led  throagh  dense  thickets 
to  the  corner  of  Daily's  field.  I  examined  the  ground,  and  foand  it  nec- 
essary to  move  some  hnndrea  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  observed  by  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  were  posted  in  large 
numbers  along  a  cross  fence  running  from  Daily's  house  to  the  point  of 
the  ridge  on  which  we  were  advancing.  I  accordingly  filed  the  division 
by  the  right  about  150  yards,  crossed  a  small  ravine,  and  filed  by  the 
left  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  where  the  line  was  formed,  about  75  paces 
to  the  rear  of  the  supposed  position  of  the  enemy's  battery. 

At  the  signal  to  advance  the  division  moved  in  excellent  order,  and 
with  as  much  silence  as  practicable,  through  the  dense  undergrowth  of 
pine  which  separated  us  from  the  point  of  attack  to  within  30  paces 
of  the  enemy's  pickets.  Here  the  firing  commenced  on  either  side,  when 
I  ordered  the  charge,  which  was  obeyed  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm 
and  gallantry.  The  enemy  fled  in  great  confusion,  and  were  pursued 
into  the  open  field,  when  I  ordered  the  division  to  fall  back  and  load 
under  cover  of  the  woods.  The  enemy's  battery  had  been  removed  from 
the  iK>sition  taken  in  the  morning,  and  their  batteries  stationed  in  the 
open  field  several  hundred  yards  from  the  front  of  the  division  opened 
upon  us  with  shell,  when  I  gave  the  order  to  advance  and  form  on  the 
right  of  the  regiment,  which  was  done.  During  the  charge  of  the  regi- 
ment and  division  upon  the  enemy  in  the  open  field  Lieut.  H.  C.  Fluker 
and  Private  Asa  Simmous,  of  Captain  McElroy's  company  (G),  were 
mortally  wounded.  In  the  charge  of  the  enemy  some  30  are  supposed 
to  have  been  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  ECKFORD, 
Captain  Company  C,  Thirteenth  Begiment  Miss.  VoU. 

Col.  William  Babksdale, 

Thirteenth  Begiment  Miseissippi  Volunteers* 


No.  25. 
Report  of  Capt.  L.  D,  Fletcher ^  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

Leesbubg,  October  22, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  my  com- 
pany took  in  the  engagement  on  yesterday,  the  21st,  near  this  place : 

In  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  you  I  reported  my  company, 
numbering  about  90  men,  to  General  Evans  at  Fort  Evans,  who  ordered 
me  to  advance  and  skirmish  a  skirt  of  woods  opposite  and  near  to  a 
small  house,  said  to  be  Mrs.  Jackson's.  Upon  my  arrival  there  I  en- 
countered the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  who  held  a  position  along  a  line  of 
fence.  They  opened  a  fire  upon  my  company,  which  was  returned,  the 
pickets  of  the  enemy  falling  back  into  the  field  and  some  of  them  occu- 
pying positions  in  and  around  the  house  of  Mrs.  Jackson.  My  company 
continued  to  advance  until  we  reached  the  fence  just  left  by  the  enemy, 
who  continued  to  fire  upon  us  from  the  field  and.  house,  the  fire  being 
constantly  returned  by  my  men. 

Finding  that  the  enemy  were  so  concealed  that  they  could  fire  upon 
me  with  effect  without  my  being  able  to  reach  them,  1  ordered  my  men 


Chap.  HV.l        BALL's  BLUFF   AND   EDWARDS   FEEBY,  VA.  357 

to  go  over  into  the  Held  and  drive  them  from  it  and  the  house.  My  order 
was  promptly  obeyed  by  every  man  except  two,  who  had  been  wounded. 
In  a  very  short  time  we  succeeded  in  driving  them  from  their  hiding 
place  and  put  them  to  flight,  killing  and  wounding  7  or  8  of  their  num- 
ber. Having  succeeded  in  clearing  that  locality  of  the  enemy,  I  had 
done  all  that  I  had  been  ordered  to  do.  Alter  a  few  moments'  delay  I 
advanced  my  company  across  the  field  in  the  direction  the  enemy  had 
taken,  but  found  none  of  them. 

Here  I  received  an  order  to  place  my  company  on  the  left  of  the  Eighth 
Virginia  Eegiment,  which  was  said  to  be  passing  through  the  woods  in 
the  direction  of  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  to  give  them  battle.  This 
I  attempted  to  do,  but  failed  to  find  the  Eighth  Virginia,  but  soon  a 
general  engagement  commenced  between  the  Virginians  and  the  enemy 
on  my  right  As  soon  as  I  could  procure  a  reliable  guide  who  knew 
the  positions  occupied  by  the  contending  forces  I  started  to  the  Eighth 
Virginia  Ttegiment  to  assist  them.  Upon  my  arrival  my  company  was 
thrown  forward  into  the  field  side  by  side  with  the  Eighth  Virginia 
Begiment  and  a  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Kegimeut,  who  had 
come  up  also,  under  command  of  Maj.  E.  G.  lienry.  Then  it  was  that 
quite  a  spirited  and  hot  contest  ensued,  in  which  my  company  acted  a 
conspicuous  part.  The  enemy  having  a  position  near  a  battery  of  how- 
itzers, an  order  was  given  to  charge  the  battery,  which  was  responded 
to  instantly  by  my  company  and  the  Virginians,  and  I  think  a  portion 
of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi.  The  charge  was  successlul,  the  guns 
were  taken,  several  of  my  men  being  among  the  first  to  reach  the  guns 
and  take  part  in  their  removal.  In  this  charge  I  suffered  no  loss  except 
one  man  (James  E.  Ballon),  who  fell  mortally  wounded,  having  been 
shot  through  the  breast  while  making  his  way  to  the  guns.  At  the 
time  he  fell  he  was  among  those  farthest  in  advance. 

Notwithstanding  my  line  had  become  broken  and  my  men,  as  well  as 
all  others  who  were  here  engaged,  had  become  scattered,  still  none  were 
seen  to  falter.  I  continued  in  the  engagement  untd  its  close,  when  I 
returned  with  my  company  to  the  regiment  near  Fort  Evans, 

My  loss  during  the  day  was  1  killed,  4  wounded ;  2  verj'  slightly  by 
pieces  of  bombs  while  on  our  way  to  join  the  Eighth  Virginia;  the  other 
*2  are  not  seriously  hurt. 

It  afibrds  me  pleasure  to  be  able  truly  to  state  that  every  man  in  my 
company,  both  ofiicers  and  privates,  did  his  whole  duty  nobly,  willingly, 
and  gallantly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  FLETCHEB, 
Captain  Co,  D,  Minute-men  of  Attala^  Thirteenth  Miss.  BegH, 

Col.  William  Bauksdale, 

Colonel  Commanding  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Eegiment 


No.  26. 

JRcpoit  of  Col,  IF.  8,  Featherstonj  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Seventeenth  Regiment  Miss.  Vols., 

Camp  near  Lcesburg,  October  25,  1861. 

Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
Import  of  the  action  of  this  regimeot  in  the  battle  of  the  :ilst  instant 
ui)on  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  near  Leesburg : 
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On  the  morning  of  the  2l8ty  intelligence  having  been  received  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  at  Edwards  Ferry  in  large  force,  and 
it  being  expected  that  they  would  advance  upon  Leesbarg  by  the  road 
from  that  point,  this  regiment  was  ordered  to  move  from  its  position  at 
the  Burnt  Bridge  upon  Goose  Creek,  where  we  had  been  bivouacked 
during  the  preceding  day  and  night,  and  to  take  a  position  upon  the 
right  of  .the  road  in  order  to  meet  and  repel  him. 

The  Eighteenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers  was  posted  on  the 
lefb  of  the  same  road,  and  Colonel  Barksdale,  with  the  Thirteenth  Begi- 
ment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  advance  through  the  woods 
lying  between  the  road  on  which  we  were  posted  and  that  leading  from 
Leesburg  to  Kephart's  Mill,  where  it  was  expected  that  he  would  l)e 
the  first  to  meet  and  engage  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this  position 
irom  about  7  o'clock  a.  m.  until  between  2  and  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Begiment  was  ordered  to  move  up  the  river  in 
quick  time  to  a  point  opposite  Harrison's  Island,  where  the  enemy  had 
crossed  in  large  numbers  and  made  an  attack  ujHyu  the  Eighth  Virginia 
Begiment  and  some  detached  companies  from  this  and  the  other  Mis- 
sissippi regiments  which  were  stationed  at  that  point. 

About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  rapidly  to  the  sup- 
port of  these  regiments,  which  were  then  engaged  with  a  greatly  supe- 
rior force  of  the  enemy,  and  accordingly  we  moved  at  a  double-quick 
a  distance  of  more  than  2  miles  to  the  field,  when,  perceiving  that  there 
was  an  interval  of  about  200  yards  between  the  two  other  regiments,  I 
immediately  occupied  it  with  my  regiment.  Learning  that  Colonel 
Burt  had  been  dangerously  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field,  I  con- 
ferred with  Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Griffin,  commanding  the  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  Begiment,  and  formed  my  regunent  on  the  center  of  our 
line,  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  drawn  up  in  the  woods  upon  the  opposite  sideof  a  small  field, 
at  the  same  time  requesting  Colonel  Griffin  to  form  the  Eighteenth 
Begiment  upon  my  right,  which  he  did  promptly.  One  company  of  the 
Eighteenth  Begiment  which  was  on  our  left  fell  into  our  line  and  contin- 
ued to  act  with  us  in  that  position. 

While  we  were  forming  our  line,  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  which, 
together  with  a  detached  company  from  this  and  one  from  the  Eight- 
eenth Begiment,  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  upon  our  left,  made  a  gal- 
lant charge  upon  their  right  wing.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Huutou, 
commanding  that  regiment,  informed  me  that  his  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted. 

I  then  ordered  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Begi- 
ments  to  advance  without  firing  until  they  were  close  to  the  enemy, 
and  then  to  fii'O  and  charge.  This  order  was  gallantly  obeye<l.  The 
two  regiments  moved  forward  slowly  and  steaclily  under  a  heavy  fire, 
but  without  returning  it,  until  we  had  crossed  the  field  and  penetrated 
the  woods  in  which  the  enemy  were  posted,  and  to  within  40  or  50  yards 
of  their  line,  when  we  poured  in  a  close  and  deadly  fire,  which  dnive 
them  back,  and  continued  to  advance,  loading  and  firing  until  the  ene- 
my were  driven  to  seek  shelter  beneath  a  high  bluff  immediately  ux>ou 
the  brink  of  the  river,  and  some  of  them  in  the  river  itself. 

A  few  shots  were  fired  into  them  while  in  this  position,  when  they 
beggeil  for  quarter  and  asked  to  surrender.  I  ordered  our  men  to 
cesise,  and  told  the  enemy  that  if  they  desired  to  surrender  they  must 
send  up  one  of  their  superior  officers,  to  which  they  replie<l  they  had 
no  such  officer,  and  all  of  them  bad  been  killed.  I  then  told  them  to 
send  up  their  captain,  when  one  captain  came  up,  bearing  a  white  flag. 
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and  surrendered  to  me.  I  then  ordered  their  men  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  march  into  our  lines  in  small  squads,  which  they  did.  After- 
wards they  were  marched  into  town  in  charge  of  a  company  from  this 
and  one  from  the  Eighteenth  Eegimeut  The  number  ot  prisoners  sur- 
reudered  at  that  time  in  a  body  was  about  300,  among  whom  were  two 
colonels  and  about  twenty  commissioned  officers. 

In  all  of  the  movements  of  which  I  have  spoken  the  Seventeenth  and 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Kegimeuts  acted  together,  the  Eighth  Virginia 
Hegimeut  not  being  engaged  after  the  charge  which  I  have  mentioned. 
I  cauuot  refrain  from  expressing  my  admiration  for  the  gallantry  dis- 
played by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Eighteenth  Begiment  while  under 
mj  observation,  and  particalarly  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffin  and  Ma- 
jor Henry,  their  commanding  officers. 

All  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  having  ceased,  and  night  ren- 
dering further  movements  impracticable,  the  main  body  of  the  Seven- 
teenth and  Eighteenth  Begiments  was  withdrawn  to  an  open  tield  near 
the  town,  where  they  bivouacked  for  the  night,  leaving  two  companies 
ni)ou  the  field  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGuirk,  of 
this  regiment,  to  secure  stragglers  from  the  enemy.  About  11  o'clock 
p.  m.  1  sent  another  detachment  of  90  men  from  my  regiment  to  the 
field,  to  gather  up  and  remove  our  dead  and  wounded.  These  detach- 
ments, together  with  one  from  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment,  secured 
about  200  additional  prisoners  during  the  night  and  about  the  same 
number  during  the  next  morning. 

I  have  neglected  to  mention  that  in  our  advance  upon  the  enemy  we 
ca])tured  one  12-pounder  rifled  cannon  near  the  banks  of  the  river.  The 
other  gun  captured  was  taken  in  the  same  movement  a  little  in  advance 
and  to  the  left  of  the  rifled  cannon.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGuirk  having 
been  ordered  on  detached  service  by  you  as  field  officer  of  the  day  was 
not  able  to  act  with  the  regiment  till  late  in  the  day.  As  soon,  however, 
aa  it  was  possible,  and  before  the  battle  had  closed,  he  joined  the  regi- 
ment, and  entered  at  once  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion with  courage  and  skilL  During  his  absence  I  requested  Major 
Lyle  to  act  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  Capt.  W.  D.  Holder  to  act  as  major. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  discharged  the  responsible  duties  of  their  re- 
spective positions  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  and  worthy  of  all 
commendation. 

Capt  E.  W.  Upshaw,  of  this  regiment,  who  had  been  ordered  to  the  left 
to  re-enforce  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment,  joined  that  regiment  in 
their  last  charge,  in  which  they  drove  back  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy, 
forcing  them  to  abandon  a  piece  of  artillery  which  was  afterwards 
brought  oft*  by  our  troops. 

For  two  months  previous  to  the  battle  Captain  Duff,  of  this  regiment, 
had  been  stationed  with  his  company  on  picket  duty  at  Big  Spring, 
between  Leesburg  and  the  river.  Their  position  wns  a  dangerous  an<l 
trying  one,  being  constantly  exposed  to  sudden  attacks  from  the  enemy, 
and  its  duties  were  at  all  times  arduous,  but  1  am  only  the  more  grati- 
fied to  say  that  they  were  uniformly  discharged  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  Captain  Duff  was  attacked 
near  Big  Spring  by  a  body  of  the  enemy  outnumbering  his  own  com- 
mand at  least  four  to  one,  but  after  a  sharp  skirmish  he  repulsed  them 
with  considerable  loss.  Later  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day,  he,  in  con- 
nection with  two  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  llegimeut  and  Captain 
Ball's  troop  of  c;ivalry,  who  had  been  sent  to  his  support,  engaged  the 
enemy  twice,  in  both  of  which  affairs  they  were  successfully  met  and 
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On  the  morning  of  the  2l8ty  intelligence  having  been  received  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river  at  Edwards  Ferry  in  large  force,  and 
it  being  expected  that  they  would  advance  upon  Leesbarg  by  the  road 
from  tl^t  point,  this  regiment  was  ordered  to  move  from  its  position  at 
the  Bamt  Bridge  upon  Goose  Creek,  where  we  had  been  bivouacked 
during  the  preceding  day  and  night,  and  to  take  a  x>osition  upon  the 
right  of  .the  road  in  order  to  meet  and  repel  him. 

The  Eighteenth  Begiment  Mississippi  Volunteers  was  posted  on  the 
lefb  of  the  same  road,  and  Colonel  Barksdale,  with  the  Thirteenth  Ee^ri- 
ment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  advance  through  the  woods 
lying  between  the  road  on  which  we  were  posted  and  that  leading  from 
Leesburg  to  Kephart's  Mill,  where  it  was  expected  that  he  would  he 
the  first  to  meet  and  engage  the  enemy.  We  remained  in  this  position 
Irom  about  7  o'clock  a.  m.  until  between  2  and  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Begiment  was  ordered  to  move  up  the  river  iu 
quick  time  to  a  point  opposite  Harrison's  Island,  where  the  enemy  had 
crossed  in  large  numbers  and  made  an  attack  iijh}u  the  Eighth  Virginia 
liegiment  and  some  detached  companies  from  this  and  the  other  Mis- 
sissippi regiments  which  were  stationed  at  that  point. 

About  3  o'clock  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  rapidly  to  the  sup- 
port of  these  regiments,  which  were  then  engaged  with  a  greatly  supe- 
rior force  of  Uie  enemy,  and  accordingly  we  moved  at  a  double-quick 
a  distance  of  more  than  2  miles  to  the  field,  when,  perceiving  that  there 
was  an  interval  of  about  200  yards  between  the  two  other  regiments,  I 
immediately  occupied  it  with  my  regiment.  Learning  that  Colonel 
Burt  had  been  dangerously  wounded  and  borne  from  the  field,  I  coa- 
ferred  with  Lieut.  Col.  T.  M.  Griffin,  commanding  the  Eighteeuth 
Mississippi  Begiment,  and  formed  my  regiment  on  the  center  of  our 
line,  in  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  drawn  up  in  the  woods  upon  the  opposite  side  of  a  small  field, 
at  the  same  time  requesting  Colonel  Griffin  to  form  the  Eighteenth 
Begiment  upon  my  right,  which  he  did  promptly.  One  company  of  the 
Eighteenth  Begiment  which  was  on  our  left  fell  into  our  line  and  contiu- 
ued  to  act  with  us  in  that  position. 

While  we  were  forming  our  line,  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  which, 
together  with  a  detached  company  from  this  and  one  from  the  Eight- 
eenth Begiment,  was  engaged  with  the  enemy  upon  our  left,  made  a  gal- 
lant charge  upon  their  right  wing.  At  the  same  time  Colonel  Uuntou, 
commanding  that  regiment,  informed  me  that  his  ammunition  was  ex- 
hausted. 

I  then  ordered  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Begi- 
ments  to  advance  without  firing  until  they  were  close  to  the  enemy, 
and  then  to  fire  and  charge.  This  onler  was  gallantly  obe.ye<l.  The 
two  regiments  moved  forwaixl  slowly  and  steadily  under  a  heavy  fire, 
but  without  returning  it,  until  we  had  crossed  the  field  and  penetrated 
the  woods  in  which  the  enemy  were  posted,  and  to  within  40  or  50  yards 
of  their  line,  when  we  poured  in  a  close  and  deadly  tire,  which  drove 
them  back,  and  continued  to  advance,  loading  and  firing  until  the  ene- 
my were  driven  to  seek  shelter  beneath  a  high  bluff  immediately  ux)ou 
the  brink  of  the  river,  and  some  of  them  in  the  river  itself. 

A  few  shots  were  fired  into  them  while  in  this  position,  when  they 
begged  for  quarter  and  asked  to  surrender.  I  ordered  our  men  to 
cesise,  and  told  the  enemy  that  if  thej'  desired  to  surrender  they  must 
send  up  one  of  their  superior  officers,  to  which  they  replied  they  had 
no  such  officer,  and  all  of  them  had  been  killed.  I  then  told  them  to 
send  up  their  cax)tain,  when  one  captain  came  up,  bearing  a  white  flag, 
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and  sarrendered  to  me.  I  then  ordered  tbeir  men  to  lay  down  their 
arms  and  march  into  oar  lines  in  small  squads,  which  they  did.  After- 
wards they  were  marched  into  town  in  charge  of  a  company  from  this 
and  one  from  the  Eighteenth  Eegiment  The  number  ot  prisoners  sur- 
rendered at  that  time  in  a  body  was  about  300,  among  whom  were  two 
colonels  and  about  twenty  commissioned  officers. 

In  all  of  the  movements  of  which  1  have  spoken  the  Seventeenth  and 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Kegimeuts  acted  together,  the  Eighth  Virginia 
Begiment  not  being  engaged  after  the  charge  which  I  have  mentioned. 
I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  admiration  for  the  gallantry  dis- 
played by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Eighteenth  Begiment  while  under 
my  observation,  and  particularly  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griffin  and  Ma- 
jor Henry,  their  commanding  officers. 

All  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  having  ceased,  and  night  ren- 
dering further  movements  impracticable,  the  main  body  of  the  Seven- 
teenth and  Eighteenth  Begiments  was  withdrawn  to  an  open  Held  near 
the  town,  whi^re  they  bivouacked  for  the  night,  leaving  two  companies 
ui>on  the  field  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGuirk,  of 
this  regiment,  to  secure  stragglers  from  the  enemy.  About  11  o'clock 
p.  m.  I  sent  another  detachment  of  90  men  from  my  regiment  to  the 
Held,  to  gather  up  and  remove  our  dead  and  wounded.  These  detach- 
ments, together  with  one  from  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  secured 
about  200  additional  prisoners  during  the  night  and  about  the  same 
number  during  the  next  morning. 

I  have  neglected  to  mention  that  in  our  advance  upon  the  enemy  we 
captured  one  12-pounder  rifled  cannon  near  the  banks  of  the  river.  The 
other  gun  captured  was  taken  in  the  same  movement  a  little  in  advance 
and  to  the  left  of  the  rifled  cannon.  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGuirk  having 
l>een  ordered  on  detached  service  by  you  as  field  officer  of  the  day  was 
not  able  to  act  with  the  regiment  till  late  in  the  day.  As  soon,  however, 
as  it  was  possible,  and  before  the  battle  had  closed,  he  joined  the  regi- 
ment, and  entered  at  once  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion with  courage  and  skill.  During  his  absence  I  requested  Major 
Lyle  to  act  as  lieutenant-colonel  and  Capt.  W.  D.  Holder  to  act  as  major. 
Both  of  these  gentlemen  discharged  the  responsible  duties  of  their  re- 
spective iK>8itions  in  a  manner  entirely  satisfactory  and  worthy  of  all 
commendation. 

Capt  E.  W.  Upshaw,  of  this  regiment,  who  had  been  ordered  to  the  left 
to  re-enforce  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  joined  that  regiment  in 
their  last  charge,  in  which  they  drove  back  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy, 
forcing  them  to  abandon  a  piece  of  artillery  which  was  afterwards 
brought  ofl*  by  our  troops. 

For  two  months  previous  to  the  battle  Captain  Duff,  of  this  regiment, 
had  been  stationed  with  his  company  on  picket  duty  at  Big  Spring, 
between  Leesbarg  and  the  river.  Their  position  was  a  dangerous  and 
trying  one,  being  constantly  exposed  to  sudden  attacks  from  the  enemy, 
and  its  duties  were  at  all  times  arduous,  but  I  am  only  the  more  grati- 
fied to  say  that  they  were  uniformly  discharged  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  Captain  Dufl'  was  attacked 
near  Big  Spring  by  a  body  of  the  enemy  outnumbering  his  own  com- 
mand at  least  fonr  to  one,  but  after  a  sharp  skirmish  he  re[)ulsed  them 
with  considerable  loss.  Later  in  the  forenoon  of  the  day,  he,  in  con- 
nection with  two  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Begiment  and  Captain 
BalFs  troop  of  cavalry,  who  had  been  sent  to  his  support,  engaged  the 
enemy  twice,  in  both  of  which  affairs  they  were  successfully  met  and 
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repulsed.    I  submit  herewith  the  report  made  to  me  by  Captai»Daffy 
giving  a  detailed  account  of  his  movements  during  the  day. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  regiment  during  the  entire  day. 
Indeed  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  our  troops  tor  the  coolness 
and  courage  with  which  they  met  and  repulsed  the  enemy  at  every 
I>oint.  In  the  last  charge,  which  crowned  our  success  and  completed 
the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy,  no  troops  could  have  behaved  better. 
The  whole  line  moved  forward  in  the  most  admirable  onler  upon  a 
vastly  superior  force,  reserving  their  fire  until  within  the  most  effective 
range ;  then  pouring  it  in  with  deadly  effect,  and  rushing  forward  over 
ground  broken  into  abrupt  hills  and  ravines  and  covered  with  thick 
woods,  without  a  single  halt  or  waver,  until  the  enemy  were  literally 
driven  into  the  river;  and  this,  too,  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  after  having 
been  under  arms  almost  without  intermission  for  more  than  thirt3'-six 
hours,  and  while  wearied  with  several  long  and  rapid  movements  made 
during  the  preceding  day  and  night.  WhUe  such  a  spirit  animates  our 
soldiers  we  can  never  know  defeat. 

In  alfour  movements  during  the  battle,  as  well  as  those  preceding 
and  following  it,  I  was  much  indebted  to  the  officers  of  my  staff  for 
their  active  and  cheerful  exertions  and  co-operations.  Adjutant  Fiser, 
in  particular,  rendered  most  important  and  effective  service  upon  the 
left  of  our  regiment  during  the  battle,  and  also  in  carrying  communica- 
tions between  myself  and  other  commanders,  in  which  he  was  often 
exposed  to  great  danger. 

When  all  the  troops  engaged,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  with  so 
much  gallantry',  it  would  be  unnecessary  and  invidious  to  attempt  to 
particularize  any  of  the  numerous  instances  of  individual  heroism  which 
have  come  to  my  notice. 

In  conclusion  I  would  state,  with  much  pleasure  and  thankfulness, 
that  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  to  which  we  were  exposed  our  loss 
is  remarkably  small,  being  only  2  killed  and  9  wounded.  I  can  attrib- 
ute this  under  Providence  only  to  the  fact  that  throughout  the  entire 
engagement  my  regiment  preserved  the  most  perfect  order  in  their 
alignments  and  obedience  to  orders. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  FEATHERSTON, 
Colonel  Seventeenth  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

General  N.  G.  Evans, 

Comdg.  Seventh  Brigade^  First  CorpSj  Army  of  t1^  Potomac. 


No.  27. 


Report  of  Lieut  C6L  John  McGuirkj  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry^  of 

events  October  20-23. 

Hdqbs.  Seventeenth  REGniENT  Miss.  Vols., 

In  Camp  near  Carter^s  Mill^  October  25, 1861. 

General  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  in- 
structions, issued  to  me  as  field  officer  of  the  day  at  the  burnt  bridge^ 
on  the  Alexandria  and  Leesbnrg  turnpike,  October  20,  at  5  o'clock 
p.  m.,  I  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  Edwards  Ferry.    1  found  Colonel 
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Bnrt,  with  his  regiment,  in  the  road  between  Kephart's  Mill  and  Daily'H 
house.  By  your  directions  I  told  the  colonel  to  move  his  command 
forward  to  Daily's  house,  and  send  forward  two  companies  with  me 
to  the  ferry.  When  I  arrived  at  the  road  leading  to  the  ferry  I  met 
the  cavalry  picket,  who  stated  iK>sitively  that  the  enemy  had  driven 
him  in,  leveling  their  guns  at  him,  tliey  having  crossed  two  regiments 
before  he  left.  I  instructed  this  picket  to  report  to  you  at  once ;  took 
10  picked  men  and  a  lieutenant,  together  with  your  Mr.  Alexander. 
I  went  to  the  mouth  of  Goose  Creek,  and  found  no  enemy.  There  were 
signs  of  a  boat  having  touched  the  bank.  I  reported  the  fact  to  you 
aU>ut  11  o^clock  on  the  night  of  the  20th  October.  I  also  told  you 
that  I  left  a  picket  of  our  men  at  the  burnt  warehouse,  and  that  I  in- 
formed Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenifer  of  the  fact.  You  then  instructed 
me  to  inform  the  colonel  that  he  might,  with  his  command,  go  to  bed ; 
and  you  ordered  me  to  go  at  once  to  White's  Ford,  visiting  Captain 
Duff's  pickets  up  the  river  to  the  head  of  Mason's  Island,  and  report 
after  daybreak.  I  reached  the  pickets  at  White's  Ford,  and  shortly 
after  I  was  on  the  heights  above  Mrs.  Orrison's  house,  watching  a  bri- 
gade (four  regiments)  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  apparently  awaiting 
marching  orders.  As  this  was  the  only  demonstration  I  witnessed  in 
my  travels,  I  watched  the  movements  of  this  brigade,  and  as  I  waited 
one  of  the  pickets  at  White's  Ford  came  up  and  told  me  he  heard  firing 
of  small-arms  down  the  river.  I  left  him  to  watch,  and  started  as  the 
brigade  filed  down  the  river  towards  the  point  at  which  the  firing  was 
reported. 

When  I  reached  White's  Fonl  I  was  informed  that  there  was  fighting 
towards  Leesburg,  in  the  direction  of  Conrad's  Feriy.  I  hastened  on 
and  met  a  courier  near  Henry  Ball's  house,  who  informed  me  that  I  was 
cut  oft',  as  the  enemy  was  between  me  and  the  town  engaging  our  forces. 
I  hastened  forwanl  and  arrived  at  the  intrench meuts  a  little  after  4 
p.  m.,  and  informed  you  of  the  approaching  forceps  to  sustain  the  enemy, 
and  asked  permission  to  join  my  regiment,  which  yon  granted.  I  found 
on  my  entrance  upon  the  battle  field  a  detachment  of  the  brave  Eighth 
Virginia  Regiment  resting  upon  their  arms,  being  forced  to  retire  (as  I 
learned)  from  exhaustion  and  the  want  of  ammunition.  I  also  found  a 
company  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  which  I  put  in  line 
upon  the  left  of  my  regiment  (the  Seventeenth  Mississippi).  I  then  re- 
ported to  Col.  W.  8.  Featherston,  who  assigned  me  my  position  upon  the 
ripfht  of  my  regiment,  and  informed  me  that  Col.  E.  R.  Burt,  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  Regiment,  had  been  carried  from  the  field  wounded.  I  found 
the  Eighteenth  Regiment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Griflln, 
formed  on  the  right  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment.  These 
forces  were  under  command  of  Col.  W.  S.  Featherston,  who  had  drawn 
them  into  line  and  was  advancing  firing.  He  ordered  the  right  and 
left  wings  up,  thus  forming  a  crescent  line,  which  enabled  us  with 
raking  tire  to  cut  down  the  advancing  enemy.  The  men  manifested 
confidence  under  the  coolness  of  their  officers.  They  seemed  fighting 
a  sham  battle,  when  above  the  roar  of  musketry  was  heard  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Featherston,  "  Charge,  Mississippians,  charge!  Drive 
lUem  into  the  Potomac  or  into  eternity ! "  The  sound  of  his  voice  seemed 
to  echo  from  the  vales  of  Maryland.  The  line  arose  as  one  man  from  a 
kneeling  posture,  discharged  a  deadlj'  volley,  advanced  the  crescent 
line,  and  thus  encircled  the  invaders,  who  in  terror  called  for  quarter 
and  surrenderetl. 

Upon  the  surrender  of  Colonel  Cogswell  (to  whom,  being  wounded,  I 
loaned  my  horse)  I  was  left  with  two  comi>anies  of  the  Eighteenth  Regi- 
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ment  to  secare  and  bring  forward  the  balance  of  the  prisoners.  On 
leaving  the  field  with  a  strong  detachment  of  prisoners  I  was  met  by 
Colonel  Hunton,  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers,  who  requested  me 
to  return  with  15  men  to  act  as  picket  guard.  I  went  forward,  reported 
the  prisoners  to  you,  and  by  you  was  ordered  back  to  the  battle-field 
and  to  remain  until  relieved.  I  took  from  my  regiment  a  detachment  of 
90  men.  When  I  reached  the  field  £  found  a  small  picket  under  charge 
of  a  lieutenant.  Shortly  after  I  arrived  Mr.  E.  White  (of  Ashby's  cav- 
alry) entered  the  field  with  two  companies  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers. I  joined  my  force  to  his,  and  leaving  a  small  detachment  above 
to  fire  on  the  enemy  if  they  attempted  to  escape  by  boats  across  to  the 
island,  with  the  remainder  of  the  detachment  we  went  forward  under 
the  cliffs  and  took  mauy  prisoners ;  in  fact  the  greatest  number  taken 
at  any  one  time.  To  do  this  we  were  compell^  from  the  Red  Shale 
Cliffs  to  fire  upon  them  as  they  attempted  to  cross  in  the  scows  to  Har- 
rison's Island.    Many  who  had  readied  half  way  across  turned  back. 

I  rendered  the  prisoners  to  Mr.  Whit«  (whose  gallant  action  during 
the  day  deserves  commendation),  who  conducted  them  to  headquarters. 
According  to  your  orders  I  remained  at  that  point  during  the  night, 
superintending  the  collecting  of  arms  and  the  sending  forward  of  cap- 
tured arms,  ammunition,  accouterments,  and  other  captui'ed  property 
found  on  the  battle-field.  On  the  next  day  Captain  Vaughan,  of  the 
Federal  Army,  asked  permission,  under  flag  of  truce,  to  come  to  the 
river  bank  and  bury  the  dead.  This  was  granted,  by  the  enemy  remain- 
ing upon  the  island  without  attemptiug  to  add  to  or  diminish  their  forces. 
During  the  time  Captain  Vaughan  was  on  this  side  I  discovered  the 
enemy  moving  off'  the  island  and  towards  Edwards  Ferry.  I  notified 
Captain  Vaughan  of  the  ftict,  and  told  him  if  t-he  two  boats  loaded  were 
not  brought  back  I  would  hold  him  as  prisoner  of  war  on  ac(*x)unt  of 
violating  the  treaty.  He  had  them  brought  back.  I  did  this  from  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  large  force  on  the  island,  which  I  could  hold  in 
check  with  my  small  force  and  prevent  the  troops  from  re-enforcing  the 
enemy  who  had  landed  at  Edwards  Ferry. 

About  3  or  4  o'clock  you  came  on  the  field  and  ordered  me  to  the 
reiir  of  Colouel  Barksdale's  regiment,  on  the  Edwards  Ferry  road,  to 
estimate  the  number  of  the  enemy,  who  were  reported  as  advancing 
towards  Fort  Evans,  up  the  Edwards  Ferry  road.  I  placed  Major 
Henry,  of  Eighteenth  Mississippi  liegimeut.  in  commancl  of  the  field, 
and  immediately  proceeded  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  me.  I  found 
Colouel  Barksdale  slowly  retreating  in  the  ilirection  of  Fort  Evans.  £ 
went  to  the  rear  of  the  retreating  force.  In  the  direction  of  the  ferry, 
near  Daily's  house,  I  discovered  about  one  company  of  the  enemy's  in- 
fantry. I  could  see  none  other.  I  endeavored  to  draw  their  fire  by  firing 
upon  them,  but  could  not,  although  I  was  in  range  of  ordinaiy  muskets. 
jSot  deeming  it  jirudent  to  ailvance  farther  I  returned  to  the  breast- 
works, and  was  there  met  by  your  orderly,  with  instructions  to  proceeil 
to  the  town  of  Leesburg  and  collect  all  stragglers.  While  in  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty  I  was  thrown  from  my  horse,  about  9  o'clock  p.  m. 
October  22.  My  horse  tVll  upon  me,  and  gave  me  such  a  shock  that  I 
was  unable  unassisted  to  get  into  the  saddle.  At  the  hotel  I  was  taken 
from  my  horse  and  assisted  to  my  room,  where  I  remained  until  early 
light.  Hearing  you  contemplated  a  retreat,  I  proceeded  under  your 
directions,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  to  collect  the  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, and  small-arms  captured  from  the  enemy,  and  sent  them  forward 
in  advance.  I  regret  that  owing  to  ihe  want  of  trausi^ortation  many 
small-arms  were  necessarily  left  behind  when  3'ou  ordered  us  forward. 
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I  was  fifty-three  hours  in  the  saddle  before  I  met  with  the  accident. 
I  broke  down  one  horse,  and  Captain  Jayne  presented  me  with  a  cap- 
tured horse  secured  while  we  were  taking  prisoners.  The  gift  from  him 
id  held  by  me  subject  to  your  approval  or  your  order. 

I  make  this  report  thus  full  for  two  reasons :  1st.  That  you  may  know 
the  manner  in  which  I  executed  your  order.  2d.  That  my  regiment  ma^^ 
know  ofiQcially  that  in  their  trials  on  marching  and  on  their  entrance 
into  the  fight  I  was  not  willingly  absent  from  them.  You,  who  know, 
can  do  justice  to  my  actions.  1  desire  you  to  do  so,  and  oblige  one  who 
rejoices  that  through  your  exertions  great  glory  has  been  refiected  upon 
Mississippi  arms. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

JNO.  McGUIEK, 
LietU,  CoL  and  Field  Officer  of  tike  Day* 

General  N.  G.  Evaks, 

Oamdg.  SevevUh  Brigade^  First  Corps j  Anny  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  28. 


Beport  of  Capt  IF.  X.  Duffj  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

Gamp  at  Gabteb's  Mill,  Ya.,  October  25, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
action  near  Big  Spring  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant :  We  had, 
as  you  are  aware,  been  on  detached  service  since  August  24,  having 
pickets  at  Stuart's  Mill,  Gonrad's  Ferry,  Ball's  Mill,  and  Mrs.  Mason's 
Island.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  our  pickets  were  fired  upon 
and  driven  in  by  the  enemy.  They  reported  the  enemy  crossing  opposite 
Harrison's  Island  at  the  Big  Bluff.  On  receiving  this  intelligence  I 
ordered  Lieutenant  Harten  to  report  these  facts  to  General  Evans,  and 
immediately  formed  my  company  and  marched  in  the  direction  of  Stuart's 
Mill,  where  my  pickets  had  been  driven  in.  On  reaching  the  mouth  of 
the  lane  leading  to  the  river,  some  500  or  GOO  yards  from  the  mill,  I 
tbrew  forward  twelve  skirmishers  to  scour  out  a  clurop  of  woods  to  the 
front  and  right,  ordered  one  of  my  men  to  bring  in  the  rest  of  my  pick- 
ets, filed  my  company  to  the  right  up  a  long  hollow  in  an  old  field,  leav- 
ing the  clump  of  woods  on  ray  left.  When  we  reached  the  top  of  the 
hill  near  Mrs.  Stephens'  house  we  saw  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  on 
the  left,  and  in  large  force  in  Mrs.  Jackson's  yard,  some  150  yards  in 
front.  I  filed  to  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  between  them  and 
Leesburgh,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle. 

The  enemy  threw  forward  a  strong  force  in  line  of  battle.  I  having 
bnt  40  men  in  line  thought  it  best  to  draw  him  as  far  as  possible  from 
his  reserve.  I  accordingly  fell  back  on  the  foot  of  the  hill,  some  300 
yanls  from  his  reserve,  and  in  the  direction  of  Leesburg.  He  advanced 
in  line  of  battle  in  good  order  at  a  ''make  ready,"  his  force  amounting 
to  at  least  five  or  six  companies.  I  halted  my  company  and  ordered 
the  enemy  to  halt  five  or  six  times.  He  responded  each  time,  "  Friends," 
bnt  continued  to  advance  within  60  yards,  when  I  ordered  my  men  to 
kneel  and  fire,  which  they  did  with  deadly  effect,  completely  ibreaking 
his  line.    The  second  time  he  fell  back,  but  getting  re-enforcements  from 
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the  reserve  lie  rallied,  and  maiDtained  liis  position  abont  twenty  min- 
utes, when  the  whole  force  fled  in  confusion  to  a  thicket  of  woods  to  the 
right  of  Mrs.  Jackson's  house,  carrying  with  them  most  of  the  killed 
and  wounded. 

Not  knowing  where  onr  forces  were,  and  having  but  few  men,  I  thought 
it  best  to  fall  back  about  300  yards,  so  as  to  command  the  main  road 
from  Big  Spring  to  Leesbnrg,  thinking  the  enemy  might  throw  a  force 
in  that  direction  and  cut  me  off;  but  learning  that  some  of  our  troops 
were  on  my  right  in  the  fortifications,  I  resumed  my  former  position. 

I  captured  3  wounded  prisoners  and  14  or  15  stands  of  arms.  I 
maintained  my  position  in  front  and  about  600  yaitls  from  the  enemy 
under  a  scattering  fire  from  their  long-range  guns.  I  had  1  man  seri- 
ously wounded  and  2  slightly  wounded  in  the  engagement. 

About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Capt.  J.  W.  Welborn,  who  hatl  cemmand  of 
two  companies  on  my  right,  sent  to  me  to  know  if  I  would  support  him 
in  an  attack  on  the  enemy  in  his  position.  I  sent  him  word  that  I  would. 
He  acconlingly  moved  on  the  enemy  from  the  right.  I  filed  to  the  left, 
and  under  cover  of  his  file  charged  the  enemy,  who  lied  in  the  utmost 
confusion  to, a  thicket  of  woods  near  the  Potomac. 

I  had  one  man  wounded  in  this  charge — ^a  man  who  had  fallen  in 
with  my  company  in  this  charge,  and  who  belonged  to  the  Thirteenth 
Kegiment  Mississippi  Volunteers. 

At  12  o'clock  m.  the  Eighth  Virginia  Eegiment  came  to  our  support. 
I  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Jenifer  to  occupy  the  extreme  left  wing  and 
throw  forward  20  skirmishers  and  advance  with  my  company  in  the 
direction  of  Stuart's  Mill.  On  reaching  a  point  about  100  yards 
from  the  river  I  halted.  Two  of  my  skirmishers  on  my  right  ad- 
vanced to  the  river,  came  back,  and  reported  that  they  saw  the  enemy 
crossing  artillery  on  to  this  side  the  river,  some  500  or  COO  yards  below 
the  mill.  Colonel  Jenifer  ordered  me  to  move  in  double-quick  time 
to  the  point  indicated  and  prevent  their  crossing.  When  we  reached 
the  above  point  we  were  unable  to  see  the  enemy  crossing.  I  threw 
forward  skirmishers,  with  the  intention  of  moving  lower  down  to  get 
a  better  view  of  the  river.  This  was  in  a  dense  thicket  on  the  banks 
of  a  deep  ravine.  One  of  the  skirmishers  was  halted  within  ten  steps 
of  my  line  by  a  man  who  proved  to  be  an  officer  in  the  Tammany  regi- 
ment of  Kew  York.  He  burst  a  cap  at  the  skirmisher,  but  Lieutenant 
Stephens  saw  him  and  shot  him  down  before  he  could  fire. 

The  fire  now  became  general,  but  the  bushes  were  so  thick  that  we 
could  but  with  difficulty  see  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  they  were 
within  20  yards  of  us.  After  we  had  been  engaged  some  time  Cap- 
tain Ball's  company  of  dismounted  cavalry  came  to  our  assistance  and 
occupied  the  left,  a  short  time  after  which  we  received  an  order  to  join 
our  regiment  in  the  intrenchments.  We  were  engaged  in  this  contest 
about  one-half  an  hour.  Owing  to  the  peculiar  position  of  the  ground 
which  we  occupied,  it  affording  cover  for  my  men  while  loading,  we 
did  not  lose  a  single  man.  We  started  in  the  direction  of  the  intrench- 
ments, and  had  proceeded  as  far  as  an  old  field,  just  back  of  where  the 
Eighth  Virginia  Regiment  was  engaged,  when  the  order  to  join  our 
regiment  was  countermanded.  I  then  halted  my  men,  rested,  and  re- 
freshed them  with  food  and  water,  the  first  they  had  in  twenty-eight 
hours,  and  held  myself  in  readiness  to  go  to  the  support  of  the  Vir- 
ginians if  necessary.  At  dark  I  was  ordered  to  my  former  position  at 
Big  Spring. 

The  officers  and  men  under  my  command  all  acted  'nobly,  gallantly 
driving  back  more  than  ten  times  their  number  j  ever  ready  to  move  in 
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any  direction  or  discharge  any  dnty,  however  i>erilontf ;  fighting  all  day 
withoat  food  or  water,  and  that,  too,  withont  a  murmnr.  My  lienten- 
ants  all  shouldered  their  guns  and  fought  ail  day  long,  and  were  all  the 
time  at  tiieir  posts,  cheering  the  men  and  placing  themselves  in  the 
most  exposed  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  DUFF, 
Captain  Co.  JT,  Seventeenth  Begiment  Miseissippi  Volunteers* 

Col.  W.  8.  Featherston, 

Commanding  Seventeenth  Begiment  Mieaiseippi  Volunteers. 


No.  29. 

liepoft  of  Lieut.  Col.  Thomcu  M.  Griffln^  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 

Hdqhs.  Eighteenth  Begiment  Miss.  Vols., 

Camp  near  Oakland^  Va.^  October  2«i,  1861. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Eight- 
eenth Begiment  Mississippi  Volunteers  in  the  battle  near  Leesburg 
on  the  21st  instant. 

The  enemy,  having  landed  a  large  number  of  troops  on  the  west  bank 
of  the  Potomac  at  Harrison's  Island  during  the  night  of  the  20th  instant, 
commenced  their  march  on  Leesburg  about  7  <^clock  in  the  morning, 
when  they  were  met  by  Captain  Duff,  of  the  Seventeenth  Begiment 
Mississippi  Volunteers,  about  1  mile  from  town,  and  after  a  sharp  con- 
flict driven  back  to  the  woods. 

Soon  after  this  Captains  Welbom  and  J.  C.  Campbell,  of  the  Eight- 
eenth Begiment,  were  ordered  to  the  support  of  Captain  Duff,  with  some 
cavalry,  all  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Jenifer,  who  kept  the  enemy  in 
check  until  near  12  o'clock.  The  enemy  having  received  large  re-enforce- 
ments, the  Eighth  Virginia  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Jenifer 
and  went  into  action  between  1  and  2  p.  m.  and  fought  the  enemy  for 
more  than  an  hour,  when  the  Eighteenth,  which  with  the  Seventeenth 
and  Thirteenth  had  been  holding  in  check  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  at 
Edwards  Ferry,  was  ordered  up,  and  reached  the  field  about  2.30  o'clock, 
and  were  soon  warmly  engaged.  Taking  position  on  the  right  of  the 
Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  the  line  of  battle  was  formed  and  a  heavy- 
fire  opened  on  the  enemy's  line.  The  Federalists  were  strongly  x>osted, 
with  artillery — one  12-pounder  rifled  gun  and  two  mountain  howitzers — 
on  an  eminence  with  an  ox>en  field  in  front,  their  right  protected  by 
woods,  their  left  by  woods  and  a  deep  ravine. 

Colonel  Burt  fell  mortally  wounded  while  gallantly  leading  the  regi- 
ment at  the  commencement  of  the  charge  on  the  enemy's  battery,  when 
the  command  of  the  regiment  devolved  upon  me. 

Finding  that  the  enemy  were  making  some  demonstrations  on  mj 
right  fiank,  1  ordered  Captain  Hann's  company  to  the  right,  who  soon 
cleared  the  wood  of  their  skirmishers.  The  line  was  advanced  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  their  guns,  when  several  heavy  volleys  were  fired, 
forcing  them  to  fall  back  into  the  ravine  for  shelter.  At  3.30  o^clock 
Colonel  Featherston,  with  the  Seventeenth  Begiment,  arrived  on  the 
ground,  when  the  two  regiments  were  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and 
charged  the  enemy  until  they  were  driven  into  the  Potomac  or  captured. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  ofQcers  and  men  of  the  Eight- 
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eenth  BegimeDt.  They  did  their  whole  duty.  Oaptains  Jayne,  Hann, 
Singleton,  Browne,  Hill,  and  Lieatenant  Day,  in  command  of  the  Mc- 
Cluuey  Eifles,  who  composed  the  right  wing,  behaved  most  gallantly. 
A^t.  S.  T.  Nicholson  and  Sergt  Miy.  O.  E.  Stnart  were  active  in  the 
performance  of  their  duties.  Ldeutenant  Bostwick,*  of  Hann  Bifles, 
was  seriously  wounded  while  charging  with  his  company  on  the  enemy's 
battery.  Captain  A.  P.  Hill  received  a  wound  while  gallantly  leading 
his  company  in  the  charge.  Captains  Welbom  and  Campbell  were  de- 
tached in  the  morning  to  assist  Captain  DufT,  and  acted  with  the  Eighth 
Virginia  Begiment.  Captain  Welbom  received  a  wound  in  the  neck. 
Lieutenant  Feam,  of  the  Burt  Bifles,  was  seriously  wounded.  Captains 
Luse  and  Kearney  were  deployed  to  the  left  of  the  enemy's  battery,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Henry.  This  detachment  was  joined  by  the 
companies  of  Captains  Welbom  and  Campbell  and  Captain  Fletcher's 
company  of  the  Thirteenth  Begiment,  who  rendered  most  efScient  serv- 
ice. Captain  Kearney's  company  was  afterward  sent  to  re-enforce  the 
right,  and  ably  assisted  to  bring  about  the  rout  and  capture  of  the 
enemy.  Major  Henry,  who  commanded  on  the  left,  displayed  the  ut- 
most coolness  in  handling  the  men  under  his  charge.  Captain  Jayne 
and  Lieutenant  Day,  of  the  McCluney  Bifies,  were  thrown  forward  on 
the  right  flank  during  the  last  charge,  with  their  companies,  and  con- 
tributed much  to  the  capture  of  the  enemy  at  the  river  bank.  There 
were  many  instances  of  individual  heroism,  which  I  have  not  space  to 
particularize. 

The  Federal  force  fought  well.  A  number  were  killed  with  the  bayo- 
net by  my  men.  The  battle  lasted  until  6  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy 
surrendered.  Our  victory  was  most  complete.  The  enemy  had  at  least 
3,000  men  in  the  fight,  besides  a  still  heavier  force  at  Edwards  Ferry. 
Our  whole  force  did  not  exceed  1,500  men.  The  enemy's  loss  could  not 
have  been  less  than  1,500  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  with  a  loss 
of  three  pieces  of  artillery  and  nearly  2,000  stand  of  arms. 

1  cannot  close  my  report  without  mentioning  the  noble  and  gallant 
conduct  of  Colonel  Featherston  and  Major  Ly le,  of  the  Seventeenth  Regi- 
ment. The  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment  behaved  most  gallantly,  and 
contributed  their  full  share  in  winning  the  victory.    luclosed  you  will 

find  a  list  of  the  casualties  of  the  day.f 

•  •••••• 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

THOMAS  M.  GBIFFIN, 
Lieutenant' Colonely  Comdg.  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Volunteers. 
Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evans, 

Commanding  Seventh  Brigade^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  30. 

Report  of  Col.  Eppa  Huntonj  Eighth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Headquabtebs  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment, 

Camp  Burty  October  29, 1861. 

General:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  Monday,  the  21st  instant, 
leaving  Captain  Wamplei^s  company  at  the  burnt  bridge  on  the  turn- 
pike, I  marched  the  rest  of  my  command  by  the  fort  to  a  woods  about 

II  -  I  -r    ■  -  ■  .  I    ■  ■    I  I  ^^M^Mi^  m  -^    ■         I        ■      ■ ^^^^ 

*  Probably  F.  Bostick,  killed  on  that  date. 
t  Embodied  in  return  of  casualties  on  p.  353. 
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1}  miles  northeast  of  the  town  of  Leesborg,  and  about  12  o'clock  m., 
forming  a  line  of  battle,  charged  through  the  woods  some  700  yards, 
and  met  the  enemy  strongly  posted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  with  two 
howitzers  and  one  rifled  cannon.  The  regiment,  weakened  by  the  de- 
tachment of  the  gallant  Wampler's  company,  and  by  sickness,  with  less 
than  400  men,  with  bat  little  aid,  fought  the  enemy  in  large  force 
fttiongly  iM)Sted  for  about  four  hours,  and  drove  them  back  to  cover 
in  the  woods.  At  the  first  fire  from  my  regiment  nearly  every  man  at 
the  enemy's  cannon  was  shot  down,  and  so  incessant  and  galling  was 
the  fire  we  kept  up,  that  there  were  only  three  discharges  of  cannon 
after  the  first  fire  from  the  Eighth. 

At  this  i)eriod  our  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted,  a  large  x>ortion 
of  the  men  having  none  at  all,  although  they  were  supplied  with  forty 
roands  in  the  beginning.  The  enemy  had  retired  under  cover  of  the 
woods,  and  the  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Misssissippi  Begiments 
had  arrived  on  the  ground.  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing  for  a 
moment,  distributed  the  few  cartridges  remaining  so  as  to  give  all  a 
roand  of  ammunition,  and  ordered  a  charge  upon  the  enemy.  This 
charge  was  made  in  the  most  gallant  and  impetuous  manner.  Nothing 
ooald  exceed  or  scarcely  equal  the  intrepi<l  daring  and  gallantry  dis- 
played by  my  officers  and  men  in  making  this  charge.  Belying  almost 
solely  upon  the  bayonet,  they  rushed  upon  and  drove  back  a  heavy 
colomn  of  the  enemy  just  lauded  and  captured  the  two  howitzers.  In 
this  charge  I  was  assisted  by  Captain  Upshaw,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi, Captain  Kearney  and  Captain  Welbom,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Mississippi  liegiments,  who  displayed  great  gallantry  in  the  charge. 

After  I  had  driven  the  enemy  into  the  woods  on  my  right,  my  men 
entirely  exhausted  by  the  fatigue  of  the  figjht^  the  Seventeenth  Mis- 
sissippi and  I  understand  a  i)ortion  of  the  Eighteenth,  charged  and 
gallantly  pursued  the  enemy  through  the  woods  on  my  right  until  a 
little  after  dusk,  when  they  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  and  surrendered. 
My  command  captured  many  prisoners  during  the  fight. 

Some  time  after  nightfall  I  marched  my  command  to  the  fort,  leaving 
a  picket  of  12  men,  under  Lieut.  Charles  Berkeley,  who  volunteered 
for  the  service.  I  also  requested  Elijah  White,  of  Colonel  Ashby's 
regiment,  who  was  with  me  during  the  fight,  to  remain  during  the 
night  with  this  picket.  He  did  so,  and  by  his  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  country  and  daring  courage  rendered  great  service.  Lieutenant 
Berkeley  and  White  reported  during  the  night  that  there  was  still  a 
large  number  of  Yankees  on  the  river,  and  a  volunteer  expedition  was 
immediately  started,  under  command  of  Capt.  \V  illiam  N.  Berkeley, 
consisting  of  about  40  men,  many  of  them  officers.  This  small  force, 
guided  by  Mr.  White,  marched  to  the  river  and  captured  325  prison- 
ers, mostly  with  arms  in  their  hands.  They  also  took  a  quantity  of 
military  equipments.  I  would  like  to  mention  the  names  of  this  heroic 
band,  and  will  if  their  names  can  be  procured.  Officers  volunteered  and 
^ent  into  the  ranks  as  privates. 

1  cannot  sjieak  too  highly  of  the  daring  gallantry  of  the  officers  and 
Roldiers  under  my  command.  With  rare  excepiions  they  fought  like 
heroes,  bore  the  great  exertions  of  the  day  and  night  with  cheerfulness, 
and  responded  to  every  order  with  alacrity.  I  would  like  to  enumerate 
the  various  and  numerous  instances  of  individual  heroism  by  officers 
and  soldiers  on  that  day,  but  in  truth  nearly  every  one  who  stood  by 
me  in  the  fight  acted  the  hero.  I  was  very  efficiently  aided  during  the 
battle  by  Lieut.  Col.  O.  B.  Tebbs  and  Maj.  N.  Berkeley,  to  each  of 
whom  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  successful  fight  of  the  Eighth  Yir- 
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giuia  Regiment  on  that  day.  Adjutant  Bowie  and  Sergeant-Major 
Hutchison  and  my  courier,  George  W.  F.  Hammer,  also  acted  very 
gallantly  and  rendered  me  valuable  service.  While  rejoicing  over  our 
brilliant  victory,  I  stop  to  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  the  gallant 
dead  who  gloriously  fell  on  that  day  in  defense  of  all  that  is  dear  to 
freemen. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,*  which  is  smaller  than 
might  have  been  expected,  owing  in  part  to  the  fact  that  I  fought  my 
command  a  portion  of  the  time  under  the  cover  of  the  crest  of  u  hill. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

EPPA  HUNTON, 
Colonel  Eighth  Virginia  Eeginient 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  G.  Evans. 


No.  31. 

Report  of  Col.  W.  H.  Jenifer^  0.  S.  Army,  commanding  cavalry. 

Headquabtebs  Cavalby  Camp, 
Near  Leesburgy  Va.y  October  28, 18C1. 

Genebal:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  a  battle  with 
the  enemy  which  took  place  near  Leesburg  on  the  21st  instant. 

At  8  o'clock  a.  m.  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  was  crossing 
the  Potomac  Eiver  below  Smart's  Mill,  and  about  2  miles  distant 
from  Leesburg.  Their  skirmishers  of  two  companies  were  advancing 
rapi<lly  on  the  town,  when  they  were  attacked  and  driven  ba«k  by 
Captain  Duff's  company,  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Begimeiit. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  this  engagement  was  2  killed  and  3  woundetl. 
Soon  after  the  enemy  was  driven  back  I  arrived  on  the  ground  with 
four  companies  of  cavalry,  and  assisted  Captain  Dufi:  in  securing  the 
wounded  of  the  enemy. 

At  9  o'clock  I  received  an  order  to  report  with  my  cavalry  to  you  at 
Fort  Evans.  After  obeying  this  order  you  gave  me  permission  to  take 
my  cavalry  near  the  enemy's  position  in  order  to  make  an  attack 
should  he  again  advance.  I  concealed  the  cavalry  in  a  ravine  near 
Mr.  Trundle's  house,  ready  to  make  a  charge  should  an  opportunity 
offer.  The  enemy  at  this  time  was  under  cover  of  the  thick  woods  be- 
tween the  river  and  Leesburg,  and  reported  by  the  prisoners  just  taken 
to  be  six  full  companies  of  100  men  each. 

At  11  o'clock  I  determined  to  attack  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible, 
drive  him  from  his  strong  position,  and  sent  you  a  dispatch  to  that 
effect.  Captain  Campbell,  of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Hegiment, 
with  two  companies  of  infantry,  placed  himself  under  my  command. 
I  then  sent  an  order  to  Captain  Duff,  who  had  taken  his  position  abont 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  on  my  left,  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
attack  the  enemy's  right  flank.  So  soon  as  sufficient  time  had  elapsed 
for  Captain  Duflf  to  receive  the  order  I  advanced  towards  the  enemy's 
position,  and  when  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  him  two  more  com- 
panies of  infantrj'  joined  me  by  your  order.  My  whole  command  then 
consisted  of  three  companies  of  cavalry,  commanded  respectively  by 
Capt.  W.  B.  Ball,  Capt  W.  W.  Mead,  and  Lieutenant  Moorehead  (Cap- 
tain Adams'  company),  and  five  companies  of  infantry,  commanded 

*  See  report  No.  22,  p.  353. 
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respectively  by  Captains  Campbell  and  Welbom,  Eighteenth  Missis- 
sippi Regiment;  Captain  Doff,  Seventeenth  Mississippi  Begiment; 
Captain  Fletcher,  Thirteenth  Mississippi  Begiment,  and  one  other  cap- 
tain, whose  name  I  do  not  remember;  numl^ring  in  all  abont  320  men. 

Captain  Campbell  was  ordered  to  deploy  one  of  his  companies,  Cap- 
tain Welbom's,  as  skirmishers,  and  to  feel  the  enemy's  position.  The 
other  companies  were  directed  to  advance  in  the  following  order  : 
Captain  Campbell  on  the  right,  Captain  Doff  on  the  extreme  left, 
Captain  Fletcher  and  the  cavalry  on  the  center.  Capt  William  B.  Ball 
was  placed  in  oonmiand  of  the  cavalry. 

Upon  a  nearer  approach  to  the  enemy  it  was  fonnd  to  be  impos- 
sible to  charge  with  cavalry,  owing  to  a  high  and  strong  fence  between 
the  enemy  and  my  command.  I  therefore  ordered  Captain  Ball,  at  his 
request,  to  dismount  his  company  and  fight  on  foot.  The  attack  was 
then  made,  and  a  brisk  fire  kept  up  through  the  fence.  Finding  the 
enemy  was  not  disposed  to  fall  back,  I  ordered  a  charge  over  the  fence, 
which  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  so  soon  as  a  x>ortion  of  the  fence 
could  be  torn  down  I  leaped  my  horse  over,  follow^  by  Captain  Ball, 
Lieutenant  Woolridge,  Lieutenant  Clarke,  and  Lieutenant  Weisiger, 
of  Captain  Ball's  cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Baxter,  Loudoun  Cavfllry, 
and  Mr.  B.  L.  Hendrick,  of  Mecklenburg,  Va.,  who  kindly  volunteered 
his  services.  The  enemy  was  soon  driven  from  his  first  position,  but  a 
heavy  fire  was  kept  up  &om  the  thick  woods  to  which  he  had  retreated. 
Fearing  my  small  command  would  be  led  into  an  ambuscade,  I  ordered 
it  to  faU  back  and  take  position  in  rear  of  the  fence  it  had  just  passed, 
and  sent  to  you  for  re-enforcements. 

Some  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  elapsing  before  re-enforcements  came, 
I  had  time  to  gather  up  the  enemy's  wounded  and  2  prisoners,  includ- 
iug  1  captain,  and  send  them  to  Leesburg. 

In  this  charge  on  the  enemy  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of 
the  general  commanding  to  the  officers  who  were  with  me.  Captain 
Ball  deserves  particular  notice  for  his  coolness  whilst  carrying  orders 
under  a  heavy  fire,  as  well  as  for  his  words  of  encouragement  to  his  own 
men  and  the  infantry.  Captain  Campbell  and  the  officers  of  the  infan- 
try companies  also  deserve  much  praise  for  their  coolness  ii^  the  charge. 
Lieutenants  Wooldridge,  Clarke,  and  Weisiger,  Messrs.  Hendrick  and 
Peters,  civilians,  were  among  the  first  in  the  fight,  and  did  good  service. 
Lieutenant  Weisiger,  my  acting  adjutant,  had  his  horse  shot  in  the 
head  whilst  obeying  an  order  just  before  the  engagement  commenced. 
These  officers  I  particularly  mention,  having  witnessed  tlieir  individual 
coolness  and  courage. 

At  12  o'clock  you  sent  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  commanded  by 
Col.  Eppa  Hunton,  to  my  support,  and  it  was  reported  to  me  that  you 
would  send  artillery,  but  none  came.  I  again  advanced  upon  the 
enemy  in  the  following  order:  Captains  Campbell's,  Welborn's,  and 
Fletcher's  companies  in  front,  with  skirmishers  in  advance  and  on  their 
right  These  companies  were  supported  by  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begi- 
ment. Owing  to  thick  woods  and  roughness  of  ground  they  were  lost 
sight  of  for  a  few  minutes,  and  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment  took  its 
position  in  fh>nt,  with  the  four  companies  first  named  on  its  right. 
Captain  Duffs  company  advanced  on  the  left,  throwing  out  skirmishers, 
supported  by  Captain  Ball's  cavalry,  dismounted.  After  marching  sev- 
eral hundred  yards  through  dense  woods  our  troops  were  fired  upon  by 
the  enemy's  skirmishers,  who  were  concealed  behind  trees  and  in  deep 
ravines.  At  the  same  time  a  constant  fire  was  kept  up  by  artillery, 
which  had  previously  been  landed  on  this  side  of  the  river,  throwing 
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shell  and  roand  shot.  Their  artillery  wa8  also  playing  upon  ns  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

At  1.30  o'clock  I  left  my  position  on  the  left  and  rode  through  the 
thick  woods  to  where  Colonel  Hunton's  regiment  (Eighth  Virginia) 
was  stationed,  and  requested  him  to  throw  out  his  skirmishers  to  the 
right  and  left,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  flanking  us  and  getting  to 
our  rear.  Golonel  Hunton^  like  a  true  gentleman  and  soldier,  granted 
my  request,  notwithstandmg  I  was  his  junior  in  rank.  I  also  sug- 
gested to  him  to  make  his  men  crawl  on  their  hands  and  knees  to  the 
brow  of  the  hill  just  in  front,  in  order  to  make  a  more  successftil  attack 
on  the  enemy,  who  was  in  the  open  field  beyond,  and  not  more  than  50 
or  60  yards  distant;  but  before  the  colonel  had  time  to  place  his  men 
in  this  position  the  enemy  opened  a  terrific  fire  on  his  command  with 
musketry,  grape,  and  shell.  To  this  fire  Colonel  Hunton  gallantly 
replied,  and  soon  drove  the  enemy  back  to  his  strotig  position  behind 
the  blun  at  the  river,  killing  all  the  cannoneers  at  the  ^ns. 

At  tliis  time  (3  o'clock)  you  sent  me  a  message  that  you  would  re- 
enforce  me  with  another  regiment.  The  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regi- 
ment, Colonel  Burt,  then  came  up  and  took  position  in  the  woods,  and 
in  advance  of  the  right  of  the  Eighth  Virginia.  The  heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy  was  still  kept  up,  and  was  replied  to  with  telling  effect  by  the 
Eighth  Virginia  and  Eighteenth  Mississippi  Regiments.  Here  the  gal- 
lant Colonel  Burt  fell  mortally  wounded  about  4  o'clock.  The  com- 
mand of  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  then  devolved  upon  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Griffin. 

About  4.30  or  5  o'clock  you  sent  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi,  which 
I  sent  forward  to  support  Colonel  Hunton,  whose  men  had  been  fight- 
ing for  more  than  four  hours.  You  also  sent  word  by  my  adjutant 
(Lieutenant  Weisiger)  that  '\you  would  re-enforce  me  as  long  as  I 
desired  it."  At  the  same  hour  the  lliirteenth  Mississippi,  Colonel 
Barksdale,  was  ordered  up  to  me^  but  as  the  enemy  was  <kiven  back 
to  the  bluff  and  our  forces  holdmg  their  position,  I  sent  an  order  to 
Colonel  Barksdale  to  resume  his  position,  which  he  held  most  of  the 
day,  keeping  the  enemy's  extreme  left  flank  in  check.  This  regiment, 
though  not  in  the  engagement  on  the  2Lst,  held  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant i>osit.ions.  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  flanking  us. 

About  5.30  o'clock  Colonel  Hunton's  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment 
charged  and  captured  two  of  the  enemy's  6-pounder  howitzers.  The 
regiment  was  without  ammunition  at  the  time.  Between  5  and  6  o'clock 
I  rode  np  to  Colonel  Hunton  and  asked  if  I  could  render  him  any  as- 
sistance, observing  that  his  men  were  comi)lete1y  exhausted  and  lying 
flat  on  the  ground  within  125  yards  of  the  enemy,  but  under  cover  of  a 
small  hill.  The  colonel  rex)lied  that  he  was  without  ammunition,  and 
that  his  men  were  broken  down  from  .fatigue  and  hunger.  It  was  at 
this  time  I  sent  my  adjutant  to  you  for  ammunition  and  provisions, 
and  if  provisions  could  not  be  had  at  once,  to  send  a  barrel  of  whisky 
to  refresh  the  men.  I  told  the  colonel  I  would  send  to  you  for  what 
he  required,  and  advised  him  to  let  his  men  rest  until  they  could  be 
refreshed. 

During  this  conversation  between  Colonel  Hunton  and  myself,  a  part 
of  the  {Seventeenth  Mississippi  and  Eighteeenth  Mississippi,  about  50 
yards  in  advance  of  Colonel  Hunton's  right,  were  engaging  the  enemy, 
and  receiving  his  heavy  flre  like  regular  soldiers.  These  were  the  last 
volleys  fired,  and  I  left  the  battle-field  to  collect  my  scattered  cavalry, 
which  had  oeen  watching  the  enemy's  fianks  during  the  day.  At  o 
o'clock  p.  m.  I  reported  to  you  at  your  headquarters  in  Loesburg.    The 
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forces  eniraged  on  the  2l8t  were  composed  of  the  following  regiments 
a&d  detachments :  Detachments  of  three  companies  Virginia  cavBlry, 
nambering  about  70;  the  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment,  375 ;  the  Eight- 
eenth Mississippi  Begiment,  500 ;  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi  !E^gi- 
ment,  600;  one  company  Thirteenm  Mississippi,  60.  Total,  1,005.  Oar 
loss  in  killed,  35 ;  wounded,  115.  No  officer  was  killed  in  tiie  action. 
Colonel  Bart  mortally  wounded. 

The  enemy's  force  engaged  in  the  action  was,  as  near  as  I  can  estimate 
it,  about  four  or  five  regiments,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  Vir- 
ginia shore,  and  several  pieces  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  From 
the  report  of  prisoners  taken  in  the  battle  the  enemy  numbcored  4,000. 
Independent  of  this  force  engaged  there  were  three  or  four  regiments 
of  infantry  and  one  or  two  squadrons  of  cavalry  on  his  extreme  left, 
about  2  miles  distant,  at  Edwards  Ferry.  This  command  was,  as  I 
have  previously  stated,  held  in  check  by  Oolonel  Barksdale,  Thirteenth 
Mississippi  Begiment  I  think  I  can  safely  estimate  the  force  of  the 
enemy's  in&nt^  and  cavalry  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  seven  or  eight 
regiments  of  infftntiy  and  one  or  two  squadrons  of  cavalry.  The  num- 
ber of  pieces  of  artillery,  except  those  captured,  is  not  known.  The 
prisoners  taken  in  the  action  reported  the  companies  of  infantry  to 
average  100  men. 

The  following  regiments  were  represented  in  the  battle,  prisoners 
having  been  taken  Irom  all  of  them :  First  Oalifornia  Begiment,  Forty- 
2Second  New  York  (Tammany)  Begiment,  Fourth,  Fifteenth,  Nineteenth, 
and  Twentieth  Massachusetts  Begiments,  New  York  Zouaves,  and  artil- 
lery. Two  or  three  regiments  of  infantry,  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  at 
Edwards  Ferry,  as  previously  mentioned. 

The  following  is  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained, 
including  two  colonels  and  one  msyor  prisoners,  and  General  Baker 
killed:  In  killed,  200;  wounded,  500;  drowned,  300;  prisoners — 
privates,  692 :  officers,  24.  Total^  1,716.  The  number  of  killed  is  from 
a  report  of  a  Federal  officer,  and  is  no  doubt  greater  than  stated.  The 
number  of  arms  taken  from  the  enemy  about  1,500,  besides  a  large 
number  of  cartridge  boxes  and  clothing  of  different  kinds.  The  num- 
ber of  prisoners  taken  by  each  regiment  will  be  stated  in  the  regimental 
reports.  The  cavalry  captured  about  85  prisoners  on  the  22d,  and 
broaght  them  into  Leesburg. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of 
the  commanding  general  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  officers,  non-oom- 
miAsioned  officers,  privates,  and  citizens  who  were  with  me  during  the 
day.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Colonel  Huntou  and  Captain 
Ball  for  the  manner  in  which  they  managed  their  respective  commands. 
Lieutenant  Baxter,  of  Loudoun  Cavalry,  deserves  praise  for  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  he  made  a  charge  with  10  men  on  two  companies  of 
the  enemy's  infantry  early  in  the  morning.  While  assisting  Captain 
Duff,  Mr.  White,  of  Colonel  Ashby's  cavalry,  volunteered  his  services 
during  the  day.  I  never  witnessed  more  coolness  and  courage  than 
this  young  gentleman  displayed,  being  exposed  to  the  heaviest  fire  of 
the  enemy.  He  rode  in  front  of  a  part  of  the  Seventeenth  Mississippi, 
cheering  and  encouraging  the  men.  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Wildman  de- 
^Tves  particular  notice  for  his  courage  and  gallant  conduct  during 
the  day.  Sergeant  Strother,  Madison  Cavalry,  Acting  Sergeant-Major 
Bangh,  Chesterfield  Cavalry,  and  Private  Toler,  of  Loudoun  Cavalry, 
rendered  good  service  in  carrying  orders.  I  have  also  to  report  that 
on  the  evening  of  the  22d,  after  I  had  executed  your  order  to  receive 
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the  enemy's  flag  of  trace  for  permission  to  bnry  their  dead,  some  of  my 
cavalry  pickets  who  were  stationed  near  the  river  were  fired  into  sev- 
eral times  by  the  enemy  &om  the  opposite  side.  This  disgracefol  act 
was  committed  by  some  of  the  troops  ander  the  command  of  Colonel 
Hinks,  of  the  FedenJ  Army,  who  was  i>erfeot1y  aware  that  some  of  his 
officers  and  men  were  on  the  Virginia  side  burying  their  dead. 

In  submitting  this  report  to  yon  I  have  only  stated  what  came  ander 
my  i>er8onal  observation,  except  in  some  cases  where  I  have  taken  the 
reports  from  officer^  and  men  captared  by  as. 

Feeling  Hie  position  I  held  daring  the  day  a  responsible  one,  and  not 
at  all  coveted  by  me,  I  sent  an  officer  to  you  at  dark,  with  the  request 
that  you  would  send  your  orders  to  Colonel  Hunton,  as  he  ranked  me. 
Up  to  this  time  you  had  been  sending  all  your  orders  to  me,  which 
compliment  I  highly  appreciated,  but  preferred  your  paying  it  to  Ck>lonel 
Hunton. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  JENIFER, 
Colondj  Commanding  Cavalry^  Seventh  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  N.  O.  Evans,  Commanding  Seventh  Brigade. 


OCTOBER  88, 1861.— Afikin  aroond  Budd's  Ferry,  Xaiylaad. 


No..  1. — CoL  Nelson  Taylor,  Seventy-second  New  Tork  Infantry. 
No.  2.~Capt.  Robert  S.  WUliamson,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. 

No.l. 
Report  of  CoL  Nelson  Taylor^  Seventy-second  ISTew  Tork  Iitfantry. 

HEADQUABTEBS  TniBD  BEGhlMENT, 

BudWs  Ferry  J  October  22, 1861. 

General:  I  arrived  here  at  12  m.,  and  encamped  about  1  mile  south 
of  Mr.  Posey's  house.  This  morning  before  leaving  camp  a  man  came 
to  me,  representing  himself  as  Charles  Bentrick,  ranking  as  master  in 
the  Navy,  and  commanding  one  of  the  small  steamers  in  the  Govern- 
ment service,  called  E.  H.  Herbert.  He  stated  that  having  an  intima- 
tion of  my  detachment  being  in  that  vicinity,  Commodore  Craven  had 
sent  him  on  shore  to  inquire  the  strength  of  the  force.  He  also  stated 
that  the  commodore  desired  me  to  arrest  Messrs.  Posey,  Mason,  and 
•Bunyea,  but  for  no  other  reason  that  I  could  understand  than  that  they 
were  suspected  of  entertaining  secession  sentiments.  This  I  of  course 
disregarded.  I  should  very  much  like  to  have  the  inquiry  made  at  the 
Navy  Department  to  know  if  Charles  Bentrick  has  the  position  he  rep- 
resents himself  to  hold. 

Captain  Williamson  commenced  work  on  the  shore  this  afternoon 
imm^iately  in  front  of  the  battery  at  Shipping  Point.  During  the 
afternoon  five  or  six  shots  were  fired  at  passing  vessels,  but  without 
effect.  The  batteries  appeared  to  be  confined  to  a  space  of  about  1  mile 
on  the  river  fronting  Budd's  Ferry  and  ranging  up  and  down  the  river. 
The  batteries  are  situated  between  Chopawamsic  and  Quantico  Creeks. 
The  battery  at  Freestone  Point  has  been  discontinued  since  the  open- 
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ing  of  the  lower  ones.  I  cannot  learn  that  there  has  ever  been  a  battery 
at  Cockpit  Point  A  ball  was  thrown  to  the  rear  of  Mr.  Posey's  hoase, 
which  was  supposed  to  have  been  thrown  fiom  a  battery  of  a  single 
gan  planted  at  an  elevation  of  150  feet.  The  place  where  the  gun  is 
supposed  to  be  is  quite  visible  with  a  glass,  but  not  the  gun.  or  at  least 
not  plainly.  With  a-good  glass  six  guns  in  the  upper  and  five  in  the 
lower  batteiy  can  be  oount^.  It  is  quite  certain  that  there  are  more 
guns  in  position,  as  one  of  those  fired  yesterday  was  out  of  sight  Its 
location  was  made  known  by  the  smoke. 

Heavy  firing  was  heard  from  below  last  evening,  which  from  the 
direction  was  supposed  to*  have  taken  place  at  Ma&ias  Point.  Field 
batteries  have  been  seen  on  the  opposite  shore,  but  are  out  of  sight 
now.  The  supports  of  the  batteries  appeared  to  be  at  least  a  mile  in 
the  rear.  Judging  from  the  great  quantity  of  smoke  constantly  rising 
above  the  timber,  which  it  is  supposed  comes  fix>m  camp  fires,  their 
forpe  must  be  very  considerable. 
Very  respectfully, 

NBLSON  TAYLOB, 
Oa!4melj  Commanding  DetachmenL 

Brig.  Gton.  D.  E.  Sickles,  Commanding. 


No.  2. 

Bi^^orU  of  Capt  Bobert  8.  WiUiamao^iij  U.  8.  Topographical  Engineern. 

Gamp  neab  Budd's  Febby, 
Tuesda^Momingj  October  22,  1861. 

GekbbJlL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  at  this  i)oint, 
about  40  miles  distant  from  Sickles'  camp,  yesterday  about  1  p.  m.,  and 
shortly  afterwards  visited  that  part  of  the  river  shore  opposite  three  of 
the  enemy's  batteries.  There  is  one  on  the  southern  bsmk  of  Quantico 
Greek,  at  its  mouth,  at  what  I  suppose  to  be  Evansport.  Five  guns  are 
plainly  visible  with  my  glass,  and  there  is  doubtless  at  least  one  more, 
which,  being  du'ected  down  the  river,  is  hidden  by  an  embankment. 
The  plan  of  the  work  is  a  crescent  or  curved  line,  the  northernmost 
guns  pointing  across  the  river,  while  two  others  point  down  it.  Another 
battery  is  at  a  short  distance  (probably  about  a  mile)  below,  at  Shipping 
Point.  Here  three  guns  only  can  be  seen,  but  the  earthwork  extends 
sufiiciently  below  the  last  visible  gun  to  afford  room  for  from  three  to 
five  guns  more. 

Korth  of  the  mouth  of  the  Quantico,  on  a  hill,  is  another  battery  of 
probably  but  one  gun.  I  suppose  it  to  be  at  least  100  feet,  and  prob- 
ably as  much  as  150  feet,  above  the  river,  and  so  distant  that  I  am  not 
sure  what  I  saw  is  a  gun;  but  the  bare  spot  on  the  timbered  hill-side 
and  the  report  of  the  inhabitants  that  a  heavy  gun  is  there  leaves  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  it  is  so.  These  are  all  the  batteries  I  can  see 
in  this  vicinity.  Beport  says  field  artillery  are  stationed  near  there. 
I  have  no  evidence  to  show  there  are  guns  at  Cockpit  Point 

Four  guns  were  fired  from  these  batteries  last  evening,  one  from  the 
lower  battery  and  three  from  the  one  at  Evansport.  They  were  fired 
at  small  schooners  which  were  passing  close  to  this  shore.  They  did 
no  dam^e.  An  elongated  heavy  shell  from  the  Evansport  battery 
lodged  in  a  bank  near  the  water's  edge  without  exploding,  and  was 
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carried  to  this  cainp«  It  was  estimated  to  weigh  aboat  60  poauds,  and 
was  measured— 6  inches  in  diameter  and  14  inches  long.  Heavy  can- 
nonading was  heard  about  5  p.  m.  last  evening  in  a  direction  about  20 
degrees  soutii  of  east,  which  is  the  direction  of  Mathias  Point.  Twenty- 
five  or  thirty  shots  were  heard. 

On  this  bank,  opposite  the  battery,  for  several  miles  the  ground  is 
low,  never  exceeding  20  feet  in  altitnde.  For  a  mile  from  the  river  the 
ground  is  lower  than  on  the  immediate  bank;  afterwards  it  rises  about 
50  feet.  The  two  rebel  batteries  on  the  river  are  on  ground  about  20 
feet  high.  There  is  a  commanding  point  on  this  side,  opposite  the  line 
of  batteries  and  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Posey,  where  a  battery  might  be 
erected,  but  as  the  distance  fix>m  it  to  Evansport  is  about  3  miles,  it 
would  De  of  little  value  to  oppose  those  of  the  rebels.  Mr.  Posey 
informs  me  a  ball  firom  the  gun  on  the  hill  passed  over  and  beyond  his 
house.  The  river  here  is  a^ut  2  miles  wide,  and  small  river  craft  pass 
close  to  the  land,  but  I  am  told  ships  must  pass  within  a  mile  of  the 
batteries. 

The  estimates  I  give  are  not  instrumental,  but  simply  fix>m  my  own 
judgment.  A  few  hours  only  will  be  required  to  measure  the  width 
of  the  river,  but  it  has  rained  so  heavily  last  night  and  this  morning, 
with  little  prospect  of  clearing  up,  that  I  cannot  use  a  triangulating 
instrument  at  present,  but  will  do  so  as  soon  as  possible.  I  selected 
yesterday  a  base  line  about  a  mile  long,  which  I  will  chain  this  morn- 
ing. There  are  now  seven  days^  provisions  in  this  camp.  Yon  will 
please  remember  that  my  original  instructions  contemplated  the  recon- 
naissance to  be  made  in  six  days,  but  subsequently  I  was  directed  to 
remain  until  fhrther  orders;  hence  I  brought  with  me  only  some  small 
surveying  instruments.  Should  the  erection  of  any  work  be  contem- 
plated in  this  vicinity,  I  respectfully  request  that  a  spirit-level  and  two 
leveling  staffs  may  be  sent  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant*, 

B,  8.  WILLIAMSON, 
Captaifty  U.  JS.  Topographieal  Engineers, 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

Amatijmt  Adjutant-tfeneralj  Department  of  the  Potomac. 


Gamp  nbab  Budd'b  Fbbby,  October  22, 1861-*Noon. 

General:  Your  letter  of  October  21  is  Just  received.  I  sent  to 
General  Williams  this  morning  a  report  which  I  believe  covers  all  the 
ground  you  speak  of,  but  I  will  be  more  positive  in  my  opinions.  The 
river  I  am  confident  is  nearly  or  quite  2  miles  opposite  the  batteries. 
The  ground  for  a  mile  back  on  this  side  is  low,  but  there  are  points 
20  feet  above  the  river  bank  on  the  immediate  bank  where  batteries 
can  be  erected.  You  can  judge  of  the  effect  of  shot  or  shell  at  such 
a  distance.  The  rebels  have  large  guns.  Their  works  appear  to  be 
nothing  but  earthworks.  The  high  ground  50  or  60  feet  above  the 
river  on  this  side  is  suitable  for  batteries,  but  too  distant  Shot  will 
easily  reach  across,  but  can  you  destroy  tne  enemy's  works  from  such 
a  distancef  My  information  on  the  route  led  me  to  suppose  Shipping 
Point  and  vicinity  the  principal  locality  for  their  batteries. 

I  can  gain  no  information  to  induce  me  to  suppose  there  are  batteries 
at  Cockpit  Point;  hence  I  went  here  first.  The  infantry  travel  slowly, 
but  I  made  many  side  trips  with  small  cavalry  escort  to  learn  the 
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natore  of  the  coantiy,  hence  I  did  not  ^xrive  here  before  the  infantry. 
I  hare  no  information  as  to  the  rebel  force  here  except  what  I  see. 
Some  men  seen  on  the  route  say  the  rebels  in  very  small  parties  are  in 
the  habit  of  visiting  this  side  every  night.  Others  say  (and  those  here) 
that  they  have  been  here  but  once,  when  they  destroyed  a  vessel  in 
the  creek  near  by.  People  here  arc  said  to  be  generally  secessionists, 
bat  they  say  nothing. 

As  soon  us  I  make  the  measurement  of  the  river  and  gain  any  other 
information  1  will  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  8.  WILLIAMSON, 
Captaiiij  U.  8.  Topographical  Engineers, 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Mabcy, 

Chitfof  Staff  of  General  MeGledan^  Washingtonj  D.  0. 


Gamp  neab  Mattawoman  Gbeek, 
Five  miles  north  ofBudWs  Ferry j  October  25, 1861. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  started  early  yesterday 
moming  from  a  camp  near  this  place,  and  with  a  small  escort  returned 
to  Badd's  Ferry^  and  succeeded  in  completing  the  measurement  of  a 
base  line  and  tnangulating  across  the  liver.  The  line  measured  was 
7,800  feet  long,  and  no  part  of  it  distant  firom  the  river  more  than  150 
yards. 

I  find  that  the  batteries  at  Evansport,  at  the  mouth  of  Qaantico  Creek, 
are  nearer  to  this  shore  than  the  one  at  Shipping  Point  by  100  yards, 
and  that  the  former  are  7,800  feet  from  the  nearest  point  of  this  shore, 
or  a  short  1^  miles  (1.48  miles).  The  two  batteries  are  1,400  feet  apart. 
I  find  also  that  directly  opposite  the  nearest  battery  there  is  a  point 
which  slightly  projects  farther  than  the  general  line  of  the  shore,  and 
there  the  ground  is  a  little  higher  than  above  or  below,  being  about  15 
feet  above  the  water.  If  a  battery  is  to  be  placed  opposite  those  of  the 
rebels,  this  point  should  be  selected.  There  is  a  thin  line  of  trees  at  that 
point,  but  not  enough  to  produce  an  efficient  cover. 

I  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  that  the  general  character  of  the  shore 
for  1^  miles  opposite  the  rebel  batteries  is  a  slightly  elevated  bank, 
about  10  feet  above  the  water,  and  lower  ground  behind  it.  This  bottom 
extends  from  three-quarters  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  from  the  river,  where 
there  is  a  bluff  from  50  to  100  feet  high,  affording  good  sites  for  mortar 
batteries.  They  can  be  constructed  in  timber  to  afford  shelter,  and  the 
timber  subsequently  cleared  away. 

The  two  batteries  opiK)$ite  Budd's  Ferry  are  said  to  be  the  most  im- 
portaut  ones  on  the  river,  but  there  are  many  others.  There  is  a  bat- 
tery at  the  month  of  Chopawamsic  Creek,  the  size  of  which  I  could  not 
ascertian  with  my  glass,  but  I  saw  a  flag  flying  there  yesterday,  and 
about  100  men  in  its  vicinity. 

I  have  found  a  man  by  the  nameof  Anderson,  who  knows  every  road 
and  lane  about  here,  and  the  name  and  character  of  each  inhabitant, 
and  I  have  engaged  him  as  a  guide,  at  $1.50  per  day.  I  hope  this  will 
be  approved  of.  He  says  the  rebels  knew  of  our  arrival  near  Budd's 
Feny  on  the  day  we  reached  there.  He  says  also  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  relxils  to  go  from  liichmoud  to  the  mouth  of  Aquia  Creek  by  rail- 
road, aud  then  cross  over  to  Smith's  Point.  This  is  to  be  doue  in  a 
week  or  two.    Mr.  Anderson  learned  this  yesterday  from  a  friend  who 
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lives  3  miles  below  Badd's  Ferry,  and  who  has  a  brother  in  the  rebel 
camp  opposite.    The  two  brothers  are  in  constant  communication. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  8.  WILLIAMSON, 
GaptaiUy  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers, 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

Asst  AdjU  0€n,j  JDiv.  of  the  Potovnao^  Washingtanj  JD.  C, 


Camp,  Five  Miles  Above  Budd's  Feeby, 

Odoh^  29, 1861. 

Genebal  :  General  Hooker  has  informed  me  that  he  has  had  a  con- 
ference with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  naval  forces  on  the  Potomac^ 
and  that  it  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  throw  up  some  earthworks  in 
the  vicinity  of  Indian  Head  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  ei*ectiug  batteries 
on  the  opposite  shore.  I  was  directed  to  examine  the  locality  by  Gen- 
eral Hooker,  which  I  did  yesterday.  I  found  that  at  the  mouth  of  Matta- 
woman  Greek  the  land  is  low  and  swampy,  but  that  at  some  little  dis- 
tance above  it  rises,  forming  a  bluff  some  2  miles  in  length  and  from  60 
to  120  feet  high.  The  bluff  or  cliff  has  very  steep  sides,  and  abuts 
directly  upon  the  water.  The  land  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is 
much  lower,  being,  according  to  my  estimate^  from  20  to  40  teet  high. 
The  Coast  Survey  map  makes  the  river  in  this  vicinity  2^  miles  wide, 
but  I  can  scarcely  believe  it  to  be  more  than  1^  miles,  and  this  is  the 
estimate  of  the  commodore. 

At  the  first  high  luid  above  Mattawoman  Creek  a  battery  can  be 
erected,  some  of  the  guns  from  which  will  give  a  fire  down  the  river, 
while  others  will  fire  across  it.  Just  above  this  the  bluff*  is  broken  by 
a  ravine,  and  a  road  now  runs  through  it  to  the  river.  Above  the 
ravine  the  bluff'  continues  as  described  (but  with  increased  altitude) 
without  iuterruption  for  1^  or  2  miles,  when  it  terminates,  and  where 
there  are  two  wharves  within  100  yards  of  each  other,  where  vessels 
drawing  10  feet  of  water  can  land.  This  is  about  the  place  marked 
Glymont  on  the  Coast  Survey  map  of  the  river.  The  deep  water  is  near 
the  left  or  this  bank  of  the  river.  The  land  is  higher  above  the  ravine 
than  below  it,  and  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  al^ve  it  the  edge  of  the 
bluff  is  higher  than  farther  inland,  forming  a  gentle  slope  in  that  direc- 
tion. There  is  there  space  enough  on  good  ground  for  the  camp  of  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  with  water  from  the  ravine  near  by.  At  this  place 
I  would  break  ground.  If  the  works  to  be  erected  do  not  require  pro- 
tection from  the  rear,  a  simple  parapet  can  be  buUt  along  the  edge  of 
the  cliff,  where  as  many  guns  can  be  placed  as  may  be  required.  The 
fire  iix)m  them  will  be  across  the  river,  though,  as  some  parts  of  the 
cliff  are  higher  than  others,  it  will  be  possible  at  some  few  points  to 
command  a  fire  up  or  down  the  stream.  Subsequently  a  detached  work 
can  be  erected  below  the  ravine.  This  description  will,  I  hope,  give 
you  the  general  character  of  the  ground,  and  enable  you  to  decide  upon 
the  nature  of  the  erection.    There  is  no  known  rebel  battery  near. 

This  letter  is  submitted  to  General  Hooker  before  forwarding  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  8.  WILLIAMSON, 
Captain^  U.  S.  Topographical  EngineerSm 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams^ 

Asat  Adjt.  Oen,j  JDivuum  of  the  Potomac^  Washington,  D,  0. 
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Camp  nbab  Heabqitabtbss  Hookbs's  Division, 

November  13, 1861. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei>ort  that  on  the  day  before  yester- 
day I  oommenoed  an  embankment  for  a  battery  of  four  heavy  guns  at 
the  river  bank,  about  one-third  of  a  mile  below  the  ferry-house,  at 
Badd's  Ferry.  The  point  selected  is  about  20  feet  above  the  water,  and 
directly  opposite  to  the  two  rebel  batteries  at  Evansi)ort  and  Shipping 
Point  The  soil  is  loose  sand,  and  the  interior  slope  will  be  revetted 
with  poles  about  4  inches  in  diameter.  The  work  will  require  from  six  to 
eight  working  days.  I  respectfully  request  you  will  inform  me  what 
kind  of  guns  are  intended  for  this  work — whether  it  is  to  be  for  mor- 
tars or  guns,  and  if  Uie  latter,  whether  I  shall  place  them  in  barbette 
or  embrasure.  If  the  latter,  the  fire  will  be  directed  only  upon  the  two 
batteries  aforesaid,  but  the  same  work  can  be  continued  at  an  angle  of 
370  with  this,  making  a  wide-mouthed  redan,  the  second  face  giving  a 
fire  with  four  more  guns  upon  the  battery  at  the  mouth  of  Ghopawamsic 
Greek,  a  mile  and  half  below,  where  the  rebels  have  a  few  heavy  guns. 
K  the  guns  ore  to  bei,in  barbette,  they  can  be  directed  upon  both  the 
two  upper  and  the  lower  batteries. 

I  have  the  honor  io  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  WILLIAMSON, 
Captain^  U.  8.  Topographical  Engineers. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Mabgy, 

Chief  of  Staffj  Army  of  the  Potomac,  Washingtonj  D.  0. 


OCTOBEB  23-27, 1861. — Confederate  reconnaiMance  in  the  Kanawha  Valley 

West  Virginia. 

Report  of  Col.  J.  N.  ClarJcsony  C.  S.  Army. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  reconnoitered  the  valley  of  the 
E^nawha  on  the  southwest  side  of  the  river  from  the  mouth  of  Loop 
Greek  to  Lens'  Creek,  a  point  26  miles  below  the  falls.  I  entered  the 
valley  with  a  part  of  my  command  on  the  evening  of  the  23d,  as  soon  as 
it  was  dark  enough  to  avoid  observation,  and  pn^eeded  as  far  as  Mont- 
gomery's house,  opposite  Cannelton,  without  meeting  any  of  the  enemy 
or  attracting  their  attention.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  Cannel- 
ton, at  the  mouth  of  Smithers'  Creek,  the  enemy  have  one  regiment  infan- 
try stationed,  and  one  or  two  companies  at  Slater's  Bun,  just  below  Can- 
nelton. In  passing  this  point  we  were  discovered  by  the  enemy  on  the 
op|)08ite  side  of  the  river,  and  before  we  left  we  heard  their  drums  beat- 
ing the  alarm  and  their  boats  crossing  over  to  our  side.  From  this  place 
we  pushed  on  down  the  river,  stopping  wherever  we  would  be  likely  to 
gain  information,  without  meeting  with  any  obstruction  until  we  got  to 
Lens'  Creek.  I  had  originally  intended  to  move  on  rapidly  to  Maiden 
or  Charleston,  cross  the  river,  surprise  the  small  force  of  the  enemy  sta- 
tioned there,  recross  the  river,  and  return  up  Lens'  Creek  by  the  way  of 
Peytona,  on  Coal  Biver,  but  learning  that  there  would  be  a  large  attend* 
ance  on  Paint  and  Cabin  Creeks  on  the  election  to  be  held  the  next  day, 
I  determined  to  return  and  go  up  those  creeks.  Near  Lens'  Creek  we 
haHed  a  steamboat  ascending  the  river  and  fired  into  her  several  rounds. 
After  the  first  fire  she  made  three  attempts  to  land,  but  owing  to  the 
length  of  my  line  along  the  river  bank  I  could  not  prevent  my  men  from 
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continuing  their  fire  to  permit  her  to  land  until  she  finally  got  as  far  from 
as  in  the  stream  as  she  conld  and  escaped  us.  But  for  this  I  have  no 
doabt  that  she  would  have  come  to  after  our  first  fire  and  been  captured. 
From  the  confusion  and  cries  on  board  the  boat  we  must  have  done  con- 
siderable execution.  On  my  return  I  divided  my  command,  sent  part 
of  them  up  Cabin  Creek,  and  brought  the  remainder  up  Paint  Greek. 
We  succeeded  in  breaking  up  the  election  on  both  of  tiiese  creeks,  taking 
and  bringing  away  the  poll-books.  We  also  captured  a  large  number  of 
disloyal  citizens  on  both  streams,  including  their  ringleaiders,  and  a 
number  of  horses,  that  we  took  from  the  Union  men;  brought  away 
prisoners,  including  3  Yankee  soldiers,  who  were  caught  prowling  on 
the  creeks,  and  encamped  for  the  night,  between  8  and  9  ^dock,  after  hav- 
ing been  twenty-six  hours  in  the  s^dle,  and  having  traveled  a  distance 
of  90  or  100  miles  without  food  or  rest.  I  gained  much  valuable  infor- 
mation in  the  Kanawha  Valley  about  the  strength  and  position  of  the 
enemy,  which  I  think  can  be  relied  on.  From  Sie  falls  down  they  have 
about  2,500  men  in  the  valley,  districted  as  follows:  800  at  Smithers' 
Creek  and  Station's  Bun,  800  at  McConchay's,  opposite  Lens'  Creek, 
500  divided  between  Maiden  and  Charleston,  and  400  at  Winfield,  the 
county  seat  of  Putnam  County.  I  feel  satisfied,  also,  that  it  would  re- 
quire a  large  force  of  the  enemy  (at  least  10,000  men)  to  guard  the  dif- 
ferent approaches  to  the  E^anawha  Valley  so  as  to  prevent  incursions  by 
small  bodies  of  cavalry  into  the  valley.  I  think  the  expedition  under 
my  command  will  be  productive  of  great  good,  in  its  moral  effects,  both 
upon  our  own  people  and  upon  the  enemy.  It  will  encourage  our  loyal 
citizens  who  are  compelled  to  remain  at  home,  and  intimidate  the  traitors 
to  feel  that  we  are  near  the  valley,  and  that  we  will  enter  it  at  every 
practicable  point,  and  that  we  will  avail  ourselves  of  every  opportunity 
to  visit  them.  I  cannot  omit  the  occasion  to  testify  to  the  loyalty  and 
zeal  of  many  of  the  people  on  whom  we  called,  who  received  us  with  a 
cordiality  and  warmth  that  {iroved  them  to  be  reliable  and  true,  and 
who  bestowed  their  best  wishes  on  us  and  our  cause  when  we  left  them. 
The  effect  upon  the  enemy  by  this  and  similar  expeditions  will  be  to 
annoy  and  harass  him;  he  will  feel  that  his  strength,  his  positions,  and 
to  some  extent  his  plans  can  be  discovered  by  parties  penetrating  his 
lines  and  following  in  his  rear.  It  will  also  cause  him  to  divide  his 
forces  and  dissipate  his  strength,  so  as  to  guard,  if  possible,  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  valley. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  N.  CLARK80N, 
Colonel^  Comnutnding  Cavalry, 
Gten.  John  B.  Floyd. 


OCTOBER  26, 1861.— Action  at  Bomney,  Wett  Virginia. 

Bq^ort  of  Brig,  Gen,  Benjamin  F,  Kelleyj  U.  8,  Army^  and  congratulatory 

message  from  General  8coU. 

Camp  Keys,  Bomney,  Va.,  October  28, 1861. 

General  :  In  obe<lience  to  your  order  by  telegram  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, I  proceeded  without  delay  to  concentrate  the  available  forces  of 
my  command  on  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  New 
Creek  Station,  25  miles  west  of  Cumberland,  and  distant  from  this  point 
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26  miles.  This  force  consisted  of  a  portion  of  the  Seventh,  one  company 
each  of  the  Thiid  and  Foarth  Virginia  Infantry,  nine  companies  of  the 
Eighth  Ohio,  and  Ordnance  Sergeant  Nixon  and  10  men,  who  had  gal- 
lantly volunteered  for  the  occasion,  with  a  6-ponnder  gun.  These  troops 
left  New  Greek  Station  at  12  o'clock  at  night  of  Friday,  the  25th  instant, 
and  were  joined  by  nine  companies  of  the  Fourth  Ohio  Infontry,  firom 
Gamp  Pendleton,  Md.,  with  a  detachment  of  in£Emtry  who  had  volun- 
teered to  man  two  guns — one  a  12,  the  other  a  6-ponnder.  The  whole 
force  was  concentrated  near  the  junction  of  the  New  Greek  and  North- 
western roads  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  26th,  and  moved  forward 
over  the  Northwestern  road  towards  this  point  in  the  following  order, 
vis :  The  Binggold  Gavalry,  under  Gaptain  Keys,  preceded  the  column, 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  The  Fourth 
Ohio  Infantry,  under  command  of  Golonel  Mason,  Lieutenant-Golonel 
Gantwell,  and  Mi^or  Godman,  took  the  right  of  the  column.  Lieuten- 
ant-Golonel Gantwell,  having  a  day  or  two  before  resigned  his  commis- 
sion, gallantly  volunteered  to  accompany  the  expedition. 

The  Seventh  and  two  companies  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Virginia 
InH^ntry  followed  the  Fourth  Ohio,  under  command  of  Lieut  Gol.  J.  O. 
Kelley  and  Maj.  G.  E.  Swearingen.  The  Eighth  Ohio,  under  command 
of  Golonel  Depuy  and  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Bei^amin  F. 
Hawkes.  Then  followed  the  artillery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Jenks  and  Ordnance  Sergeant  Nixon,  Gaptain  McG^ee^s  cavalry  bringing 
up  the  rear. 

Golonel  Johns'  regiment,  of  the  Maryland  Brigade,  was  ordered  to 
move  firom  the  mouth  of  Patterson's  Greek,  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Bailroad,  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  by  way  of  Frankfort  and  Springfield, 
and  enter  the  town  on  its  eastern  border,  and  occupy  the  Winchester 
road  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  hour  at  which  I  was  to  attack  them  in  fi*ont. 
The  object  of  tbiB  movement  was  to  prevent  their  retreat  on  Winchester. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  portion  of  my  plan  was,  unfortunately,  not 
carried  out,  Golonel  Johns  having  been  repulsed  at  the  Wire  Bridge,  7 
miles  below  this  point,  and  was  therefore  unable  to  get  into  position. 

At  Patterson's  Greek,  14  miles  west  of  this  point,  the  troops  were 
halted,  took  dinner,  and  rested.  At  12  o'clock  m.  we  resumed  our  march 
in  the  same  order.  At  2.15  p.  m.,  when  within  6  miles  of  Bomney,  the 
enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  head  of  our  column,  when  our  artillery  was 
ordered  forward  and  replied.  We  then  continued  our  march,  with  the 
artillery  in  front,  to  the  mouth  of  Mechanicsburg  Gap,  distant  3  miles 
from  Biomney,  a  position  the  natural  strength  of  which  is  unsurpassed 
by  any  other  in  the  country.  Skirmishers  having  been  thrown  out  on 
the  right  and  left,  the  column  was  moved  through  the  gap,  without,  how- 
ever, receiving  a  shot.  When  the  head  of  the  column  emerged  from  the 
pass,  it  was  found  that  the  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  strongly  posted 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  a  cemetery  lot,  on  an  eminence  com- 
manding the  entire  western  approaches  to  the  town,  and  the  infantry 
and  dismounted  cavalry  occupied  intrenchments  on  the  heights,  com- 
manding the  bridge  and  the  ford.  Our  artillery  was  then  ordered  to 
open  lire  upon  them,  which  was  promptly  replied  to  by  the  rebels,  and 
far  about  an  hour  a  severe  cannonade  took  place  between  the  artillery. 
Lieutenant  Jenks,  of  Daum's  battery,  commanding,  displayed  commend- 
able courage  and  gallantry,  and  evinced  consummate  skill  in  the  hand- 
ling of  his  guns. 

Finding  we  could  not  silence  their  guns,  the  ordei"  was  given  for  the 
whole  column  of  infantry  to  move  forward  and  charge  through  the 
bridge  and  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their  intrenchments.    At  the  same 
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time  the  cavalry,  under  Oaptains  Keys  and  McGee,  were  ordered  to 
diarge  through  the  ford  and  under  the  bridge,  whioh  was  most  gallantly 
executed.  The  enemy,  after  firing  a  few  rounds,  now  gave  way  and  fled 
from  their  works ;  the  infantry  throwing  down  their  arms  and  fleeing  to 
the  woods  and  mountains  and  dispersing.  The  cavalry  and  artillery 
retreated  through  the  town  towards  Winchester,  pursued  by  our  cavalry. 
They  attempted  to  rally  and  makeastand  attheeastendof  the  town,  bat 
the  impetuous  charge  of  the  cavalry  and  the  approach  of  the  In&ntry 
on  '<  double-quick"  caused  them  to  retreat,  without  firing  a  gun  up  the 
Winchester  road  and  through  a  mountain  gap  similar  to  the  one  west  of 
town,  where  tiiey  were  pursued  by  the  cavalry,  and  all  their  artUlery 
and  baggage  trains  captured.  The  enemy  were  so  hard  pressed  tiiiat 
they  hful  not  time  to  discharge  or  spike  their  pieces,  which  fell  into  out 
hands  all  loaded.  About  300  stand  of  small  arms,  a  large  quantily  oi 
ammunition,  their  camp  equipage,  entire  baggage  train,  with  aboat  100 
horses  and  mules,  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  ofllcers  and  men  of  my  command  all  displayed  great  coolness  and 
courage  under  fire.  Where  all  behaved  so  well  it  would  seem  invidious 
to  m&e  particular  mention  of  individual  cases.  I  must  be  pardoned, 
however,  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  country  to  the  brilliant  charges 
of  the  cavalry  under  Captains  Keys  and  McG^ee.  I  venture  to  say  they 
are  unsurpassed  by  any  other  in  the  annals  of  American  warfore.  As  a 
compliment  to  Captain  Keys,  the  senior  ofiicer,  for  his  gallant  condoct, 
I  have  named  my  camp  at  this  point  Camp  Keys. 

The  staff  officers  all  discharged  their  duty  with  bravery  and  coolness; 
and  I  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  my  assistant  adjutant-general,  Benja- 
min F.  Hawkes,  for  his  untiring  energy  and  watohfiilness  during  Uie 
march,  and  for  his  gallant  conduct  in  tibe  action.  Our  loss  was  only  1 
kiUedand  about  20  wounded.  It  seems  to  becJmost  a  miracle  that  our 
loss  should  be  so  small,  considering  that  we  had  to  advance  across  a 
causeway  and  over  a  bridge  in  the  fiaboe  of  the  enemy's  intrenohments. 
Among  the  wounded  was  l>r.  Beiyamin  Tappan,  surgeon  of  the  Eighth 
Ohio,  who  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  a  shell. 
Bespeotfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadter-C^eneralf 

Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Soott,  WaahingUm.  D.  0. 


Headquabtbbs  Abmy, 

Washingtonj  October  SO,  1861. 

Brigadier-Ctoneral  Kbllbt,  U.  S.  A.,  Bamney^  Fo.: 

Your  late  movement  upon  and  signal  victory  at  Bomney  do  you  great 
honor  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  and  of  LieutenantJGreneral  Scott 
You  shall  be  re-enforced  as  soon  as  practicable.    In  the  mean  time,  if 
necessary,  caU  for  any  troops  at  Cumberland  or  New  Creek. 
By  command : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
AMMant  AiHuUmt-OeneraU 
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OOIOBBB  Se,  I861.-A]xmiah  at  Soath  Bnnfih  Bddga,  Wast  ViiginiA. 


Ho.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  C.  M.  Thnuton,  U.  S.  Anny. 

No.  2.— CoL  ThonuM  JohnSy  Seoond  Maryland  In&ntry,  Potomac  Home  Brigade. 

No.  3»— CoL  A.  Monroe,  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Virginia  Militia. 

No.  1. 
Seport  of  Brig.  Oen.  0.  M.  Thrusionj  U.  S.  Army. 

GUMBEBLAND,  October  21  j  1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  a  report  fi*om  Col.  T.  Johns. 
Second  Begiment  Potomac  Home  Brigade.  Though  his  expedition  did 
not  attain  its  entire  object,  yet  it  served  to  test  the  character  of  his 
troops.  They  behaved,  to  a  man,  with  perfect  obedience  and  entire 
steadiness.  Mr.  I.  L  Grehan  (whom  I  desire  to  appoint  my  aide-de-camp) 
Toionteered  on  the  expedition,  and  confirms  Colonel  Johns'  report  of 
Captain  Shaw's  gallant]^  and  of  the  eagerness  of  all  for  the  contest. 
Brigadier-General  Kelley  entered  Bomney  about  4  o'clock  yesterday 
aft^oon. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  M.  THBUSTON, 

Brigadier'  Generah 

OoL  £.  D.  Townsend,  As^ietamt  Adjutamt-GeneroL 


No.  2. 


Beport  of  Col.  Thonuu  Johna^  Second  Maryland  Infantry y  Potonuie  Home 

Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Beoiment  Potomac  Home  Brigade, 

Camp  Thomasj  Gumberlandy  October  27, 1861. 

Gbnesal:  In  compliance  with  verbal  orders,  received  after  consulta- 
tion between  General  Kelley  and  yourself,  on  the  night  of  the  ^Sth 
instant  I  concentrated  700  of  my  regiment  at  the  North  Branch  Bridge, 
and  on  the  following  morning  at  5  o'clock  marched  iu  the  direction  of 
Bomney,  passing  through  Frankfort.  Upon  arriving  at  a  point  one  and 
a  half  miles  from  Springfield,  the  rear  of  my  column  was  fired  into 
by  the  enemy  from  the  heights  of  the  road,  severely  wounding  2  men, 
detaining  the  column  about  one  hour,  which  was  occupied  in  clearing 
the  woods  of  the  enemy  and  dressing  the  wounded.  We  marched  thence 
through  Springfield,  seeing  frequent  signs  of  the  enemy's  horsemen 
in  retreat  tows^ds  the  bridge  over  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac. 
TTpon  arriving  within  half  a  mile  of  the  bridge  my  flankers  and  skir- 
mishers on  the  left;  and  front  discovered  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  when  a  brisk  fire  at  once  commenced. 

About  this  time  the  guns  of  General  Kelley's  column  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bomney  were  heard.  After  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  across  the 
river  about  half  an  hour  I  determined  to  force  a  way  over  the  bridge. 
The  enemy,  numbering,  by  the  best  information  we  could  get,  from  SK) 
to  600,  including  cavalry,  having  beforehand  prepared  to  defend  its 
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passage,  had  arranged  coTers  for  his  riflemen  on  an  eminence  immedi- 
ately fronting  the  bridge.  Capt  Alexander  Shaw,  of  Company  A,  who 
led  the  advance  of  the  colnmn  to  this  point,  was  with  his  company 
directed  to  lead  the  way  across  the  bridge  at  a  double-quick  step,  Bup- 
ported  by  the  remainder  of  t^e  regiment  Captain  Shaw  promptly 
moved  his  company  as  directed,  and  when  about  half  way  across  the 
bridge  discovered  that  a  portion  of  the  plank  flooring  on  the  farther 
side  had  been  removed.  The  enemy,  on  discovering  the  movement, 
opened  fire  by  volley,  kiUing  1  and  wounding  6  of  my  men,  causing  the 
company  to  seek  shelter  behind  the  parapets  of  the  bridge. 

After  skirmishing  some  time  from  the  parapets  of  the  bridge  and  an 
eminence  on  our  left,  and  not  hearing  the  firing  of  General  Kdley's  col- 
umn for  the  previous  hour,  I  concluded  he  had  carried  Bomney,  and  the 
object  of  my  march — ^to  create  a  diversion  in  his  favor — being  accom- 
plished, I  determined  to  retire,  which  we  did  in  good  order,  to  Old  Town, 
in  Maryland,  arriving  there  about  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  after  a  march  of  25 
miles. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  speak  of  the  good  behavior  of  all  my  officers  and 
men.  and  would  C{J1  your  attention  particularly  to  the  gallant  charge 
led  Dy  Capt.  Alexander  Shaw.  Captain  Firey^  of  dragoons,  with  his 
company  rendered  very  efficient  service  by  drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
from  my  regiment  at  the  bridge.  1  was  much  gratified  at  and  indebted 
to  Mr.  Grehan,  who  volunteered  to  maroh  with  me,  for  his  prompt  and 
cheerful  assistance.  Mr.  Grehan  was  frequently  exposed  to  severe  fire 
of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JOHNS, 
Colonel  Second  Begimentj  Potomac  Home  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  M.  Thbuston. 


No.  3. 
Report  of  CoL  A*  Monroe^  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Virginia  Militia, 

Hdqbs.  One  hxtndbed  and  foiteteenth  Beg't  Ya.  M., 

Hanging  BocTcj  November  22, 1861. 

Sib  :  After  a  delay  which  I  hope  under  existing  cireumstances  you 
will  pardon  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report,  to  wit : 

On  Saturday,  the  26th  day  of  October  last,  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.,  infor- 
raation  was  brought  to  me  at  my  camp  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy 
had  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Bomney  as  far  as  Springfield,  a  small 
village  9  miles  north  of  the  former  place.  My  camp  was  on  the  Old 
Ferry  road,  about  three-eighths  of  a  mile  from  the  main  road,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  suspension  bridge,  which  is  1^  miles  from 
Springfield  on  the  main  road  to  Bomney. 

On  receiving  the  above  intelligence  I  ordered  all  the  men  there  under 
my  command  to  repair  to  the  bridge  as  fast  as  possible,  ^1  our  way  be- 
ing through  fields,  with  the  exception  of  a  skirt  of  wood-land  surround- 
ing our  camp  about.20  poles  in  width. 

When  we  had  reached  the  cleared  land  I  saw  that  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  had  reached  Cain's  Hill,  south  of  Springfield,  and  deeming  it  best 
to  send  a  part  of  my  command  to  the  ford,  which  is  below  the  bridge  some 
300  yards,  I  accordingly  ordered  Company  F,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Jacob 
Baker,  and  Company  K,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Wilbert,  consisting 
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in  all  of  about  40  men,  to  take  position  there,  directing  them  on  their 
way  to  deploy  in  single  file,  exposing  themselves  to  the  full  view  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  then  aboat  a  mile  off.  Companies  A,  B,  and  E,  con- 
sisting of  about  80  men,  commanded  respectively  by  Captain  Hardy, 
Lientenaut  Pownell,  and  Captain  Higby,  I  led  in  person  on  foot  down  a 
small  hollow,  concealed  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy.  This  I  did 
hoping  to  make  the  enemy  believe  that  oar  entire  force  was  at  the  ford, 
and  in  this  I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  I  completely  sacceeded. 

In  oi'der  that  yon  may  the  better  understand  our  position  I  will  give 
yon  a  brief  description  of  the  ground.  At  this  point  the  South  Branch, 
which  is  a  little  more  than  100  yards  wide,  cuts  a  ridge  at  right  angles, 
which  bears  about  north  40^  east.  On  tne  north  side  there  is  a  pet- 
pendicular  wall  of  rock  about  150  feet  high.  On  the  south  side,  which 
points  down  more  gradually,  we  had  erected  a  breastwork  directly  oppo- 
site the  south  end  of  the  bridge,  about  150  yards  from  it,  and  at  an  ele- 
vation of  about  20^.  The  gap  from  our  breastwork  to  the  top  of  Uie 
rocks  on  the  opposite  side  is  fh)m  250  to  300  yards  wide. 

The  enemy  first  appeared  on  the  top  of  the  rocks,  and  opened  a  fire 
on  my  men  at  the  ford,  which  was  kept  up  by  both  parties  for  30  min- 
utes. The  three  companies  with  me  kept  close  behind  our  fortification, 
anobserved  by  the  enemy.  After  becoming  fully  satisfied  that  our 
whole  force  was  at  the  ford  the  enemy  left  the  rocks  and  fell  in  line, 
four  deep,  and  started  at  double-quick  across  the  bridge.  When  they 
had  advanced  to  a  point  on  the  bridge  I  had  marked  out  I  fired  my  rifle 
at  them^  which  by  previous  arrangement  was  the  signal  for  my  men  to 
fire,  which  they  did  with  the  utmost  regularity.  As  soon  as  we  fired 
they  retreated  from  off  the  bridge,  leaving  30  muskets,  3  Mississippi 
rifles,  40  hats,  and  one  big  Yankee  tliey  could  not  drag  off.  A  portion 
retorned  again  to  the  rocks  and  opened  a  most  terrific  fire  upon  us, 
which  we  returned,  with  considerable  effect,  whenever  a  good  opportu- 
nity offered.  They  kept  up  a  continual  fire  for  abou^i  two  and  a  half 
hoars,  but  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  not  one  of  my  men  received 
as  mach  as  a  scratch  from  them.  They  then  commenced  a  general  re- 
treat, and  did  not  stop  till  they  reached  Maryland,  a  distance  of  some 
12  miles.  They  advanced  in  two  columns— one  from  Cumberland,  via 
Frankfort,  consisting  of  one  company  of  cavalry,  and  infantry,  amount- 
ing: in  all  to  GOO  men ;  the  other  from  Old  Town,  via  Green  Spring,  con- 
sisting of  600  in&ntiy.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  with  certainty  how 
many  we  killed,  but  from  the  most  reliable  information  I  have,  by  the 
tiiue  they  had  reached  Cumberland  their  loss  in  killed  was  60,  besides  a 
great  many  wounded. 

I  had  forgotten  to  remark  that  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  place 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lupton  and  Adjt.  J.  Monroe  on  an  eminence  to  give 
me  timely  information  in  the  event  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  plaoe 
cannon  on  the  rocks.  I  will  further  add  that  the  enemy  left  a  very  good 
swonl  on  the  bridge,  which  we  got.  The  guns  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
my  men.  and  are  greatly  superior  to  the  ones  they  had. 

On  hearing  that  the  enemy  had  completely  routed  Colonel  McDonald 
and  taken  possession  of  Bomney  I  fell  back  to  North  Biver  Mills,  a  dis- 
tance of  16  miles.  I  have  subsequently,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
General  Jackson,  encamped  at  Hanging  Bock,  15  miles  east  of  Bomney. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  MONBOB. 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Betft  Virginia  M%litia. 

The  Seciustabt  of  Wab,  Confederate  States  of  America. 
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OCIOBEB  28,  1861.— Skurmiih  near  Bndd's  Ferry,  Karyland. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen,  Joseph  Hooker j  U,  8.  Army, 

Heabquabtebs  Hookbs'b  Division, 
8ix  Miles  from  BudcPs  Ferry,  Md.,  October  28, 1861. 

General  :  The  most  important  eveut  of  this  day  was  the  attempt  of 
a  steamer  to  ascend  the  river,  when  three  new  ba^ries  from  the  rebel 
side  opened  to  dispute  her  passage,  numbering  not  less  than  fonrteen 
or  fifteen  guns.  These  batteries  are  located  from  a  quarter  to  half  of  a 
mile  below  the  batteries  of  which  you  are  already  advised,  and  which 
had  hitherto  escaped  our  attention.  These  guns,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  batteries  before  known  to  us,  appear  to  be  field  guns,  though  it  is 
reported  that  there  is  one  large  gun  among  them.  The  steamer  was  so 
remote  we  could  not  determine  whether  or  not  she  was  struck,  nor  is 
it  known  what  vessel  she  is.  I  am  informed  that  she  delivered  the  first 
fire.    I  shall  probably  know  to-morrow. 

This  occurrence  took  place  about  3  o^clock  p.  m«  I  was  not  present, 
but  when  reported  to  me  I  sent  instructions  for  the  light  batteries  to  be 
put  in  readiness  to  open  on  the  rebel  steamer  Page,  in  case  the  steamer 
had  been  disabled  and  an  attempt  made  to  make  a  prize  of  her. 
While  the  firing  was  goinc^  on,  masses  of  infantry  in  the  woods  behind 
the  batteries  were  descried  from  the  glittering  bayonets — ^in  what  num- 
bers I  have  no  means  of  determining.  In  this  regard  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  remains  a  sealed  book  to  me.  1  have  not  been  able  to  find 
any  one  able  or  willing  to  ftimish  me  with  any  satisfactory  information 
as  to  the  number  of  the  rebel  force  opposed  to  me.  Of  one  fact,  how- 
ever, I  am  almost  confident,  and  it  is  tiiis :  that  they  expect  an  assault 
more  than  they  do  of  delivering  one.  Up  to  this  time  I  have  not  been 
able  to  make  a  personal  inspection  of  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river, 
but  will  do  so  as  soon  as  my  arrangements  are  a  little  better  perfected 
in  my  own  command,  which  will  be  either  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

Another  event  requires  mention.  About  10  o'clock  a.  m.  to-day  a 
boat  bearing  a  white  flag  was  seen  making  for  our  shore,  and  a  party 
of  10  or  12  men  proceeded  to  tiie  bank  of  the  river  to  receive  it.  The 
boat  stood  on  her  course  until  within  about  one-third  of  the  width  of 
the  river  of  our  shore,  when  they  t&rew  overboard  a  barrel  and  retired 
as  rapidly  as  they  could  pull.  The  boat  was  near  enough  to  have  been 
emptied  with  my  sharpshooters  in  case  they  had  delivered  their  fire. 
The  barrel  remains  apparently  anchored.  Whether  it  was  thrown  over 
to  mark  out  the  channel,  or  is  one  of  their  infernal  machines,  as  my 
men  call  it.  is  still  an  enigma.  I  only  recur  to  it  to  inform  you  to  what 
base  uses  tne  most  sacred  emblem  of  all  Christian  countries  is  applied 
by  the  rebels. 

My  pickets  continue  to  patrol  the  shore  to  my  satisfaction.  The 
enemy  appear  to  be  as  busy  with  their  hammers  night  and  day  a«  ever. 
It  is  now  10  o'clock  p.  ni.  Captain  Williamson  has  just  come  in  from 
an  examination  of  Indian  Point.  His  report  will  reach  me  in  reason 
to  forward  to-morrow  morning.  He  had  an  interview  with  Captain 
Craven,  who  stated  among  other  matters  that  the  enemy  had  three 
depots  of  boats  in  this  vicinity,  containing  not  less  than  100  in  each. 
He  has  had  a  much  better  opportunity  to  be  informed  on  this  subject 
than  myself,  but  if  it  be  a  fact,  the  enemy  doubtless  intends  to  slip  up 
the  river  with  them  instead  of  crossing  it  Such  is  my  opinion.  The 
examination  of  the  Posey  case  is  not  yet  concluded,  therefore  I  cannot 
furnish  you  at  this  time  the  evidence  elicited.    I  have  been  notified  by 


Chat.  XIV.]  EXPEDITION  INTO   LOWER  MARTLAND.  385 

LieatenaDt-Golooel  Wells,  who  is  charged  with  the  management  of  thin 
case,  that  it  is  advisable  to  have  Mr.  Linton,  formerly  engaged  as  a 
foreman  painter  at  the  Capitol  and  now  in  Washington,  arrested  at 
once.  He  is  a  son-in-law  of  Posey. 
I  have  subsistence  for  my  command  to  indnde  Thursday  next. 
By  the  mail  to-day  I  received  several  communications  addressed  to 
the  First  Begiment  Michigan  Volunteers.  If  that  regiment  is  still  re- 
garded as  belonging  to  my  command,  be  pleased  to  have  me  advised  of 
the&ct 

Very  respectfhUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadter-Oeneral,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

A89%9tant  A^jutant-Oeneraly  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


VOVEMBBB  S-11,  1861.— Expedition  into  Lower  Karyland. 


No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howard,  U.  8.  Army. 
No.  8.— Brig.  Gen.  George  Sykes,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Oliver  0.  Howard^  U.  S.  Army. 

Hdqbs.  Fibst  Bbigabe,  Casey's  Division, 

Bladmsburgj  November  9, 1861. 

Captain:  In  accordance  with  Oeneral  Casey's  instmctions,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  expedition  to  the  lower 
counties  of  Maryland: 

After  leaving  your  office  I  proceeded  to  General  Marcy's.  and  re- 
ceived from  him  such  verbal  instmctions  as  would  fiBtcilitate  tne  execu- 
tion of  my  orders  already  received.  General  Marcy  advised  me  to 
make  my  headquarters  at  Lower  Marlborough  instead  of  Upper  Marl- 
borough, and  iJso  to  communicate  with  General  Sykes,  who  bad  been 
assigned  to  the  second  brigade  of  your  division.  I  then  proceeded  to 
my  camp  at  Bladensburg,  and  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  move  four 
regiments  of  the  brigade  and  the  squadron  of  cavalry  at  9  a»  m.  on  the 
following  day  (Sunday,  November  3, 18G1).  I  gave  a  special  order  to 
Colonel  Miller,  Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Begiment,  at  Good  Hope,  to 
move  in  time  to  Join  the  rest  of  the  brigade  at  Upper  Marlborough. 
All  day  Saturday  it  rained  hard,  so  that  Sunday  morning  it  was  impos- 
sible to  ford  the  Bastem  Branch  in  time.  I  took  a  circuitous  route 
across  the  railroad  bridge,  and  passed  back  into  Bladensburg  by  a 
narrow  plank  pathway,  only  allowing  the  men  to  march  by  file.  I 
found  it  to  be  nearly  12  m.  when  the  three  regiments — ^the  Fourth  Bhode 
Island,  Fifth  New  Hampshire,  and  Forty -fifth  Pennsylvania — and  the 
cavalry  had  cleared  Bladensburg  and  closed  up.  I  then  continued  the 
maictk  till  sunset  under  the  direction  of  a  guide^  halted  and  bivouacked 
near  Centreville,  Md.  General.Sykes  was  at  the  same  place.  Colonel 
HiUer,  with  the  Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania^  joined  us  here.  The  next 
day  I  detached  Colonel  Miller,  adding  to  his  eommand  two  companies 
of  the  Fifth  New  Hami>shire  and  30  of  M^jor  Wetherell's  oavalry,  with 

25  s  B^TOL  T 


386  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.|   N.   VA.,   AND  W.   VA.        ICbap.  ZIT. 

instractions  to  make  his  headquarters  at  Upper  Marlborough;  to  send 
two  companies  to  Nottingham  and  vicinity,  one  to  Piscataway,  and  one 
to  Queen  Anne,  with  permission  to  make  such  other  distribution  of  his 
foi*ce  as  he  should  deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  instructions  I  gave 
him  (a  copy  of  which  is  marked  A).*  With  the  rest  of  the  command 
I  proceeded  Monday,  the  4th  instant,  to  the  vicinity  of  Lower  Marl- 
borough, making  a  march  of  27  miles. 

The  next  day  (Tuesday,  the  5th)  I  detached  Major  WethereU,  of  the 
cavalry,  with  100  of  his  own  command  and  50  picked  men  from  the 
Forty-flfbh  Pennsylvania,  and  sent  him  to  Saint  Leonard's.  I  sent 
Colonel  Welch,  with  the  balance  of  the  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  to 
Prince  Frederick.  I  also  sent  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island  to  encamp 
close  by  the  village  of  Lower  Marlborough,  retaining  the  eight  com- 
panies of  the  New  Hampshire  men  at  my  lieadquarters,  at  the  Hon. 
Mr.  T.  J.  Graham's  fhrm,  some  2.J  miles  from  the  town.  The  instruc- 
tions given  to  Colonel  Miller,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania,  were  in 
substance  given  to  each  detached  commander.  (See  copy  marked  A.)* 
Colonel  Miller,  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Pennsylvania,  was  the  only  one  who 
departed  from  the  letter  of  his  instructions.  1  told  him  to  consult  with 
gentlemen  in  the  district  as  to  the  best  distribution  of  his  force,  and  as 
to  the  best  means  of  preventing  an  obstruction  of  the  polls  by  badly- 
disposed  men.  This  he  did,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  his  report,  he 
caused  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  be  administered  at  two  of  his  precincts. 
He  assures  me  that  at  one  precinct  the  deputy  marshal  sent  by  Major 
General  Dix's  authority  caused  the  same  oath  to  be  administered  to 
every  voter. 

Throughout  Calvert  County  I  found  very  warm  receptions  from  Union 
men  and  others^  At  Prince  Frederick  alone  was  there  any  open  at- 
tempt of  violence  directed  towards  Union  men.  The  following  persons 
were  arrested :  Hon.  Augustus  B.  SoUers,  Ex-M.  C.  He  used  the  most 
violent  and  treasonable  language,  drew  a  large  knife,  and  cut  to  the 
right  and  left.  He  was  secured  and  brought  in  by  Colonel  Welch  to 
Lower  Marlborough,  where  he  was  taken  so  iU  with  gout  that  I  could 
not  bring  him,  but  left  him  on  his  parole  to  report  at  Washington  as 
soon  as  he  is  able  to  move.  Merviu  B.  Hance,  Walter  Hellen,  William 
D.  Williams,  and  John  Broome  were  arrested,  charged  with  treasonable 
language  and  with  carrying  weax>on8.  They  also  were  brought  to  Lower 
Marlborough.  I  released  them  under  oath  of  fealty  and  that  they  had 
not  borne  arms  against  our  forces. 

At  Lower  Marlborough  Colonel  Bodman  made  several  arrests,  but 
subsequently  released  the  individuals.  They  had  been  disorderly  while 
under  the  influence  of  strong  drink. 

At  Saint  Leonard's  all  went  off  very  quietly  without  any  arrest.  (See 
report  marked  £.)* 

Thursday  morning  all  the  detached  forces  were  drawn  in,  and  last 
night  all  were  in  this  camp  except  the  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania, 
which  had  one  day's  march  more  than  the  rest  This  regiment  is  now 
here. 

I  must  speak  with  special  praise  of  the  conduct  of  every  colonel  and 
of  the  commander  of  the  cavalry.  Our  troops  were  new,  the  roads  bad, 
without  an  experienced  quartermaster  or  commissary.  I  think  we 
have  been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  march.  We  were  the  hardest 
pushed  to  get  forage,  as  there  is  scarcely  any  hay  after  crossing  the 
Patuxent. 

The  different  reports  6f  the  detached  commanders  are  annexed,  and 
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will  gire  in  detail  the  op^tions  at  each  separate  precinct  in  Prince 
George's  and  Calvert  Coonties. 

Colonel  Cross  makes  no  report  becaose  he  was  with  me  at  Lower 
Marlboioagh.  He,  too,  did  lus  oaty  well  in  marching  and  disciplining 
his  Gommand* 

Colonel  Welch  reports  that  the  brigade  qoartermaster  neglected  to 
tarn  over  to  him  oats  that  I  had  oi^ered  purchased  at  Upper  Marl- 
boroagbi  and  that  his  horses  suffered  badly  in  consequence. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brtgadier-Oeneral^  Commanding. 

Gapt  H.  W.  Smith,  AsiMani  Ad juUmt- General. 

[ntdOKMOMBt*] 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  commanding  general  The  energy  dis- 
played by  Qeneral  Howard  in  placing  his  brigade  in  position  is,  in  my 
opinion,  commendable.  The  conduct  of  the  omcers  and  men  was  satis- 
iiftctory. 

SILAS  OASETj 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divtiion, 


No.  2. 

Bepori  of  Brig.  Oen.  George  SylceSj  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquastess  Segond  Bsigabe,  Casey's  Division, 

Washingtonj  2>.  0.,  November  11, 1861. 

Sir:  Pursuant  to  Oeneral  Orders,  No.  4,  from  the  headquarters  of 
this  division,  I  left  Washington  on  the  3d  instant,  with  two  squadrons 
of  horse  and  the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Regiments  of  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  my  destination  being  Charlotte  Hall,  Md.  I  reached 
that  village  at  7  a.  m.  on  the  5th  instant.,  and  established  my  camp  with 
the  regiments  of  Colonels  Starr  and  Hatfield.  At  the  same  time,  I 
detached  Colonel  Revere,  Seventh  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  to  Chaptico, 
on  an  inlet  of  the  Potomac,  10  miles  distant ;  the  cavalry,  under  Cap- 
tain Harrison,  U.  S.  Army,  and  Major  Beaumont,  Halsted's  regiment, 
to  Oakville,  near  the  Patuxent,  12  miles  distant,  and  the  Eighth  New 
Jersey  Regiment,  under  Colonel  Johnson,  to  Bryantown,  d  miles  north 
of  Charlotte  Hall.  Leonardtown,  the  county  seat,  was  not  occupied, 
because  my  supplies  of  subsistence  would  not  permit  it. 

The  villages  in  possession  of  the  troops  were  election  precincts,  and 
on  the  following  day  (Gth)  the  polls  were  opened  and  the  elections  held 
without  trouble  or  disturbance.  The  troops  were  not  permitted  to  in- 
terfere, and  the  votes  registered  differed  by  a  very  small  fraction  from 
the  number  usually  cast  It  is  believed  that  not  a  single  inhabitant  of 
that  region,  soldier  or  citizen,  returned  from  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
river  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  command  exaggerated  rumors  as  to  its  mis- 
sion had  been  circulated,  and  the  inhabitants  were  in  a  state  of  great 
alarm.  This  was  happily  quieted,  and  kindness  and  a  general  desire 
to  supply  our  wants  continued  during  our  stay.  By  many  the  vouchers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  were  received  in  lieu  of  immediate 


888  OPERATIONS  IK  MD.,   K.  YJLf   AND  W.  VA.        [Cbap.  ZIT. 

payment.  I  was  informed  by  varioas  gentiemen  of  standing  that  had 
my  troops  been  the  first  among  them  the  feeling  towards  the  Union  woold 
have  been  greatly  strengthened,  bat  that  the  carrying  away  of  slaves  and 
horses  and  the  destmction  of  private  property  by  a  command  onder  a 
Colonel  Dwight,  of  Sickles'  brigade,  had  alienated  many  and  driven 
others  across  the  Potomac,  who  otherwise  would  have  remained  at  home. 
Complaints  of  this  command  were  nniversal.  This  brigade  behaved 
better  than  I  expected,  and  marched  exceedingly  well.  In  their  biv- 
onacks  they  were  exposed  to  a  great  deal  of  rair.,  and  for  infantry  the 
roads  were  worse  than  I  have  ever  seen.  General  Howard  communi- 
cated with  me  from  Lower  Marlborough. 

Not  deeming  it  important,  I  gave  General  Hooker  no  notice  of  my 
position  in  his  rear. 

I  am,  sir,  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  SYKE8, 
BrigadteT'Oeneral  VohmtearSf  Oamnuinding  Brigade. 

Capt  H.  W.  Smith, 

Volunteer  Service^  Auieiant  A^tant-OenerdL 

[liidoiMment.] 

Bespectftdly  submitted  to  the  Commanding  General.  The  endeavor  of 
Brigadier-General  Sykes  to  conciliate  the  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  is 
commended  by  me.  Officers  and  men  of  the  bngade  conducted  them- 
tolves  with  propriety. 

SILAS  CASEY, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Division. 


VOYSMBEB  4, 1861-FEBBUABT  21, 1862.— Operaticmi  in  the  VaUey  Km- 

triot,  Virginia,  and  Wett  Virginia. 


SUMMARY  OB'  TBS  ^TtZNCllPJLX^  3BVKNTS. 

Not.        4y  1861.^M%|.  G«n.  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Army,  assmnes  command  of 

the  VaUey  District. 
Deo.        8, 1861.— Skiimiah  at  Dam  No.  5,  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  CanaL 

17-21, 1861.— Operations  against  Dam  No.  5. 
Jan.  3-  4, 1862.— Skirmishes  at  Bath,  W.  Va. 

4, 1862.— Skirmishes  at  Slane's  Cross-Roads,  Great  Cacapon  Bridge,  Sir  John's 

Run,  and  Alpine  Depot,  W.  Va. 
b,  1862.— Bombardment  of  Hancock,  Md. 
7, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Hanging  Rock  Pass  (Bine's  Gap),  W.  Va. 
10,  1862.— Romney,  W.  Va.,  evacuated  by  Union  forces. 
Feb.        7, 1862. — ^Union  forces  reoccnpy  Romney,  W.  Va. 
12, 1862.— Skirmish  at  Moorefield,  W.  Va. 
14, 1862.— Aibir  at  Bloomery  Gap,  W.  Va. 

RSPORTS.  zrro. 

No.  1.— MaJ.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson,  C.  S.  Anny,  of  operations  November  4, 1861- 

Febraary2],18e2. 
No.  2.— MaJ.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  U.  8.  Army,  of  skirmish  at  Dam  No.  5. 
No.  3.— Mf^.  Gen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  U.  S.  Army,  of  operations  against  Dam  No. 

^  from  December  17-21,  with  orders. 
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No.  4— Cftpl  SAomel  S.  Linton,  Thirty^ninth  niinoia  Infantry,  of  aURiiiBh  near 

Bath,  W.  Ya. 
K<K  5.-€apt.  James  H.  Hooker,  Thirty-ninth  Illinoia  Influtty,  of  akizmiah  »t  Bir 

John'a  Bon,  W.  Ya. 
K<k  6.->Brig.  Gen.  Bo^Jamin  F.  Kelley,  U.  8.  Army,  of  akinniah  at  Hanging  Bock 

Faaa,  W.  Ya. 
Ko.  7.— €oL  Samnel  H.  Donning,  Fifth  Ohio  In&ntzy,  of  akizmiah  at  Hanging  Bock 

Fam»  W.  Y*. 
Ko.  &— Brig.  Gen.  EVedeiiok  W.  Lander,  U.  .8.  Azmy,  of  affkir  »t  BkMmiery  Gap, 

W.  Y«. 
No.  9.— CoL  J.  Seneendiver,  Yirginia  Militia,  ctf  allUr  at  Bloomery  Gap,  W.  Ya. 

No.  1. 

Smarts  of  Maf.  Oen.  ThomoM  J.  Jacksan^  C.  8.  Army,  of  operoHona 
from  Novmher  4, 1861,  to  FeUnruary  21, 1862.* 

HSIDQUABTSBS  YALLBT  DISTBICT, 

Winekester,  Va.j  February  21, 1862. 

Major  :  Li  obedience  to  orders  fh>m  the  War  Department,  I  arrived 
here  on  Novembcor  4  last  and  assumed  command  of  the  Valley  District. 
As  Bomney  had  bat  recently  fedlen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and 
Federal  forces  were  at  varions  points  north  of  the  Potomac,  and  might 
at  any  time  move  ni>on  Winchester  by  good  roads  from  Bomney,  WiU- 
iamsport.,  and  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the  only  forces  in  the  field  at  my  dis- 
posal consisted  of  parts  of  Generals  Boggs',  Carson's,  and  Meem's  brigades 
of  militia,  McDonald's  cavalry,  and  Captain  Henderson's  moan  ted  com- 
pany, I  at  once  issued  an  order  calling  oat  the  remaining  parts  of  the 
bri^uies  above  named.  The  call  was  responded  to  with  a  promptness 
that  reflects  credit  upon  the  militia  of  the  district 

l^ear  the  middle  of  November  McLaughlin's  battery  and  Colonel  J. 
F.  Preston's  (now  Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Gamett's)  brigade,  composed  of  the 
Second,  Foarth,  Fifth,  Twenty-seventh,  and  Thirty-third  Begiments 
Virginia  Volunteers,  arrived  here. 

Early  in  December  Col.  William  B.  Taliaferro^s  brigade,  consisting  of 
the  First  Georgia,  Third  Arkansas,  Twenty-third  and  Thirty-seventh 
Virginia  Volunteers,  of  the  Army  of  the  Northwest,  reached  Win- 
chester. 

Near  the  dose  of  December  the  last  re-enforcements  arrived  here 
from  the  same  army  under  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring,  consisting  of  the 
brigades  of  Col.  William  Gilham  and  Brig.  Gen.  S.  B.  Anderson,  with 
Shumaker's  and  Marye's  batteries.  The  former  of  these  two  brigades 
comprised  the  Twenty-first,  Forty-second,  and  Forty-eighth  Begiments 
Virginia  Volunteers,  and  the  First  Battalion  Virginia  Regulars,  and 
Captain  Marye's  battery;  the  latter,  the  First,  Seventh,  and  Fourteenth 
Tennessee  Volunteers  and  Captain  Shumaker's  battery.  The  quarter- 
master's, commissary,  and  medical  departments^  under  their  respective 
chiefs — Mt^ors  John  A.  Harman  and  W.  J.  Hawks,  and  Dr.  Hunter 
H.  McGuire,  officers  admirably  qualified  for  their  duties — were  being  rap- 
idly organized  for  active  service.  Maj.  D.  Truehart,  jr.,  chief  of  artil- 
lery, was  alike  successful  in  the  work  assigned  to  him. 

The  governor  of  Virginia,  alive  to  the  importance  of  driving  the 
enemy  from  the  district,  not  only  sent  1,550  x>ercussion  muskets  to 
replace  the  flint  locks  then  in  the  hands  of  the  militia,  but  also  fur- 

*See  also  '' Correspondence,  etc.,"  for  this  period,  pott. 
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nished  a  fldld  batteiy  of  five  pieoes,  with  equipments  and  harness  com- 
plete. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  having  been  repaired  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  it  boatable  and  of  great  service  to  the  Federal  Army 
at  Washington^  I  determined,  if  practicable,  to  oat  off  western  supplies 
by  breaking  Dam  No.  5.  For  this  purpose  an  exx>edition  was  under- 
taken in  the  early  part  of  December,  but,  in  consequence  of  the  enemy's 
resistance  and  for  want  of  adequate  means,  the  object  was  not  accom- 
plished. A  few  days  subsequently  Capt  B.  T.  Colston,  Company  £, 
Second  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  locality  of  the  dam  and  its  structure,  volunteered  to  take  charge 
of  the  working  party  to  accomplish  the  desired  object.  As  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  Geoeral  Banks  could  soon  concentrate  a  large 
force  there,  I  moved,  with  Gamett's  brigade,  part  of  the  cavalry  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ashby,  and  part  of  Carson's  brigade,  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  dam.  General  Carson  made  a  demonstration  towards 
Falling  Waters  and  Williamsport,  while  the  remaining  troops  took  such 
a  position  as  to  support  Uie  working  party. 

The  work  was  commenced  on  the  night  of  December  17,  and  by  the 
morning  of  the  2l8t  a  breach,  supposed  to  be  sufficiently  large  for  the 
object  in  view,  was  effected.  Though  Federal  re-enforcements  of  artil- 
lery and  infantry  were  ordered  up  and  opened  their  fire  ui>on  us,  our 
loss  was  only  1  man  killed. 

On  the  1st  day  of  the  present  year  Gamett's  brigade,  with  McLaugh- 
lin's, Carpenter's,  and  Waters'  batteries,  Loring's  command,  consisting 
of  Anderson's,  Gilham's,  and  Taliaferro's  brigades,  Shumaker's  and 
Marye's  batteries,  and  Meem's  command,  moved  from  their  various  en- 
campments near  Winchester  in  the  direction  of  Bath. 

On  the  evening  of  the  second  day's  march  General  Carson,  with  part 
of  his  brigade  and  parts  of  two  companies  of  cavalry,  under  Captain 
Harper,  joined  the  main  body,  thus  swelling  the  conunand  to  about 
8,500  in  Uie  aggregate. 

On  January  3  the  march  was  resumed,  and  when  within  about  10 
miles  of  Bath  the  militia,  under  Generals  Carson  and  Meem,  inclined 
to  the  left  and  crossed  the  Warm  Springs  Mountain  for  the  purpose  of 
attacking  Bath  from  the  west,  while  the  main  body.  General  Loring's 
command  leading,  continued  to  advance  via  the  Frederick  and  Morgan 
turnpike.  When  nearly  3  miles  from  Bath  we  were  met  by  a  party 
of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  probably  30  infantry  and  as  many  horse. 

After  some  skirmishing  the  enemy  were  driven  back,  8  of  them  being 
taken  prisoners.  Another  of  the  party  was  captured  on  the  following 
morning. 

Our  loss  was  4  wounded,  1  lieutenant  and  3  privates. 

Darkness  coming  on,  the  command  encamped  for  the  night.  The 
militia  on  the  west  of  the  mountain  also  drove  in  the  enemy's  advance 
and  encamped  a  few  miles  from  the  town. 

The  next  morning  (January  4)  the  march  was  resumed,  General  Lor- 
ing  still  in  front,  and  continued  without  further  interruption  until  within 
a  mile  or  two  of  the  town,  when  General  Loring,  without  sufficient 
cause,  permitted  the  head  of  the  column  repeatedly  to  halt,  and  thus 
lost  so  much  time  as  to  make  me  apprehensive  that  unless  I  threw  for- 
ward other  troops  I  would  have  to  remain  out  of  Bath  another  night. 
Accordingly  he  was  directed  to  order  a  regiment  to  advance  on  our  left 
along  the  mountain  which  commanded  the  town.  He  directed  Colonel 
Maney  to  execute  the  order,  and  it  was  undertaken  with  a  patriotic 
enthusiasm  which  entitles  Uie  First  Tennessee  Begiment  and  its  com- 
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maDder  to  spednl  praise.  Subsequently  Colo&el  Hatton's  regiment, 
and  a  section  of  Bhumakei's  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Lanier,  were 
instructed  to  co-operate  with  the  advance  on  the  left.  Colonel  Camp- 
belPs  regiment  advanced  along  the  hill  on  our  right.  The  forces  on 
the  right  and  left  had  not  advanced  far  before  the  enemy  fled,  leaving 
their  baggage  and  stores  in  our  possession.  The  cavalry,  under  Lieut. 
Col.  William  8.  H.  Baylor,  of  my  staff,  rushed  into  the  town,  where  it 
encountered  and  routed  the  enemy's  cavalry,  which  fled  precipitately 
towards  Hancock,  and  was  rapidly  pursued  by  ours,  but  could  not  be 
overtaken. 

So  pn-maturely  and  repeatedly  had  Gtonend  Loring  x>ermitted  the 
head  of  the  column  to  halt,  that  even  his  skirmishers  were  not  kepu 
within  continuous  sight  of  the  enemy.  Though  I  followed  after  the 
cavalry  and  entered  the  town  in  advance  of  the  skirmishers,  yet  both 
the  enemy's  artillery  and  infantry  were  out  of  sight.  I  moved  on  to- 
witfds  Sir  John's  Bun  Depot,  the  direction  in  which  there  was  reason 
to  believe  that  they  had  retreated,  until  I  had  advanced  sufficiently 
far  to  prevent  Colonel  Gilham  from  missing  the  way  to  the  depot. 
Immediately  afterwards  I  returned  to  the  road  leading  to  the  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Big  Cacapon  River,  and  directed  Colonel  Bust 
to  move  to  the  bridge  and  destroy  it  I  then  returned  towards  Bath, 
for  the  pur|K>8e  of  following  in  person  the  road  taken  by  the  fugitive 
cavalry,  and  which  was  the  only  remaining  one  by  which  the  enemy 
could  have  escaped,  and  on  the  way  directed  Colonel  Maney  to  con- 
tinue scouring  the  hill  that  ho  was  then  moving  upon,  and  afterwards 
to  join  me. 

On  my  way  I  met  the  cavalry  returning  from  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy's,  which  they  had  been  unable  to  overtake ;  but  as  it  was  impor- 
tant, if  practicable,  to  enter  Hancock  that  night,  the  pursuit  was  re- 
newed and  continued  until  we  arrived  within  sight  of  the  town,  when 
part  of  the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  dismount  and  scour  the  woods  to  our 
right  and  fh)nt.  Soon  after  some  of  the  Federal  cavalry  was  seen,  and 
oiders  were  given  to  charge  upon  them,  but  the  fire  fh>m  an  ambuscade 
rendered  it  imprudent  to  proceed  far  in  this  charge. 

Lieutenant  Launtz  and  2  privates  were  woundtnL 

Captain  Harper  and  his  command  in  this  charge  deserve  special  men- 
tion. 

Shortly  afterwards  General  Loring  came  up  with  infantry  and  artil- 
lery', but  as  it  was  now  dark,  instructions  were  given  to  clear  the  woods 
of  the  enemy  by  a  few  rounds  of  artillery.  As  the  U.  S.  troops  had 
repeatedly  shelled  Shepherdstown,  and  had  even  done  so  while  there 
were  no  troops  in  the  place  and  it  was  not  used  as  a  means  of  defense, 
I  determined  to  intimate  to  the  enemy  that  such  outrages  must  not  be 
repeated,  and  directed  a  few  rounds  firom  McLaughlin's  battery  to  be 
filed  at  Hancock. 

Colonel  Gilham,  while  moving  with  his  brigade  in  the  direction  of 
Sir  John's  Bun  Depot,  came  up  with  the  enemy,  but  as  he  neither  at- 
tacked them  nor  notified  me  of  the  cause  of  not  doing  so,  nor  even  of 
his  having  overtaken  the  Federal  forces,  their  artillery  and  infantry 
were  permitted  to  escape. 

Colonel  Bust,  in  command  of  his  own  and  Colonel  Fulkerson's  regi- 
ment and  one  section  of  Shnmaker's  battery,  when  near  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Big  Cacapon,  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  and  sus- 
tain^ some  loss,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  loss  of  tbe 
enemy  was  still  greater.  Colonel  Bust  and  his  command  merit  special 
praise  for  their  conduct  in  this  afllEur. 
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At  this  point  Captain  [Oeo.  D.]  Alexander^  a  metltoriotui  officer  of 
the  Third  Arkansas,  lost  his  left  arm. 

Darkness  rendered  it  necessary  for  Colonel  Bust  to  postpone  nntil 
morning  the  fhU  execution  of  his  instruotlons,  and  he  prudently  with* 
drew  to  a  better  position  for  spending  the  night. 

The  next  morning  (January  5)  (General  Loring  was  directed  to  pro- 
ceed with  Colonel  Bust's  command,  and  Colonel  Gilham's,  if  necessary, 
and'  complete  the  work  that  had  been  intrusted  to  Colonel  Bust,  if  he 
should  find  that  it  had  not  been  already  executed.  General  Ix>ring, 
having  with  his  artillery  driven  ofi*  the  enemy  who  were  defending 
the  bndge,  destroyed  the  structure  and  railroad  buildings,  and  also  tiie 
telegraph  for  some  distance,  and  n!Joined  me  at  Hancock* 

On  the  evening  of  the  im  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ashby,  who,  in  com- 
mand of  a  detachment  composed  of  some  cavalry  and  an  in&ntry  force 
under  M%j.  E.  F.  Paxton,  and  a  working  party  under  Capt.  B.  T.  Cols- 
ton, had  been  enlarging  the  break  in  Dam  No.  6,  joined  me  at  Bath. 
From  the  most  reliable  information  received  the  force  of  the  enemy 
at  Bath  was  1^500  cavalry  and  infontry,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
The  next  mommg  I  demanded  the  surrender  of  Hancock,  stating  that 
if  the  demand  was  not  acceded  to  the  place  would  be  cannonaded. 
The  commanding  officer  reused  to  comply  with  my  demand,  and  £ 
cannonaded  the  place  for  a  short  time,  and  proceeded  to  construct  a 
bridge  for  crossing  the  Potomac  about  2  miles  above  the  town.  This 
work  was  intrusted  to  CoL  W.  A.  Forbes,  who  commanded  and  pro- 
gressed with  it  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  himself  and  his  com- 
mand. Colonel  Forbes  was  assisted  in  this  work  by  Captain  Briscoe, 
assistant  quartermaster,  an  enterprising  and  valuable  officer. 

On  the  6th  the  enemy  was  re-enforced  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce 
me  to  believe  that  my  object  could  not  be  accomplished  without  a  sac- 
rifice of  life,  which  I  felt  unwilling  to  make,  as  Bomney,  the  great 
object  of  the  expedition,  might  require  for  its  recovery,  and  especially 
for  the  capture  of  the  troops  in  and  near  there,  all  the  force  at  my  dis- 
posal. 

The  invader  having  been  defeated  and  driven  across  the  Potomac, 
the  telegraph  line  broken  at  several  points,  and  the  railroad  bridge 
across  Big  Cacapon  destroyed,  thus  throwing  material  obstacles  in  Uie 
way  not  only  of  transmitting  intelligence  fiom  Bomney  to  Hancock, 
but  also  of  receiving  re-enforcements  from  the  east,  arrangements  were 
made  for  moving  on  Bomney. 

The  next  day,  the  7th,  the  command  was  put  in  motion ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Ashby,  with  his  cavalry,  brought  up  the  rear;  but  beforo  leav- 
ing Alpine  Depot,  opposite  Hancock,  destroyed  a  large  amount  of  pub- 
lic stores  that  had  Mien  into  our  hands  and  could  not  be  removed  for 
want  of  means. 

Before  night  a  dispatch  reached  me  giving  intelligence  of  our  disaster 
that  morning  at  Hanging  Bock,  whero  the  enemy  not  only  defeated  our 
militia  under  Colonel  Monroe,  but  captured  two  guns. 

On  arriving  at  ringer's  Storo  I  halted  the  command  for  several  days, 
for  the  purpose  of  resting  the  men  and  ice-calking  the  horses. 

The  day  that  the  command  left  Winchester  uie  weather  was  mild, 
but  soon  after  it  suddenly  changed  to  very  severe,  and  the  snow  ana 
sleet  made  the  roads  almost  impassable  for  loaded  wagons,  unless  the 
teams  were  specially  shod  for  the  purpose. 

The  enemy  evacuated  Bomney  on  the  10th.  The  town  was  soon 
occupied  by  Sheetz's  and  Shand's  companies  of  cavalry,  which  were 
subsequently  followed  by  other  troops.    The  Federal  forces,  abandoning 
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a  large  iramber  of  tents  and  other  pablic  property  which  fell  into  oar 
poBsession,  retreated  to  between  the  railroad  bridges  across  Patterson's 
Greek  and  the  Northwestern  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  which  was  as  &r 
as  they  coald  retire  without  endangering  the  safety  of  the  two  bridges. 

Our  loss  in  the  expedition  in  killed  was  4^  in  wounded  28.  The 
Federal  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  not  ascertained.  Sixteen  of  them 
were  captured. 

After  the  arrived  in  Bomney  of  Oeneral  Loring's  leading  brigade, 
under  Colonel  Taliaferro,  I  designed  moving  with  it  Garnett's  brigade 
and  other  forces  on  an  important  expedition  against  the  enemy,  but 
snch  was  the  extent  of  demoralization  in  the  first-named  brigade  as  to 
render  the  abandonment  of  that  enterprise  necessary. 

Believing  it  imprudent  to  attempt  further  movements  with  General 
Loring's  command  against  the  Federals,  I  determined  to  put  into  winter 
quarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Bomney,  and  accordingly  gave  directions  to 
Lieut  GoL  S.  M.  Barton  to  select  suitable  locations  for  the  several 
brinpades,  and  steps  were  taken  tbr  patting  the  troops  into  huts  as  rap- 
idly as  practicable;  and  having  made  a  suitable  disposition  of  the 
militia  force  of  that  section  of  the  district,  for  the  purpose  of  not  only 
holding  tiie  country  and  preventing  the  surprise  of  General  Loring,  but 
also  of  acting  offensively  against  the  enemy  as  occasion  might  offer, 
the  regiments  of  Cols.  A.  Monroe,  E.  H.  McDonald,  and  W.  H.  Harness 
were  each  assigned  to  the  region  of  their  homes,  thereby  securing  all 
the  advantages  resulting  from  knowledge  of  localities  and  their  inhab- 
itants.  Colonel  Johnson's  regiment  was  with  Colonel  Harness  in  Hardy. 
In  addition  to  the  distribution  of  militia,  three  companies  of  cavalry 
were  left  with  General  Loring,  and  one  of  these  was  the  daring  company 
of  Captain  George  F.  Sheetz,  which  was  fiftmiliar  with  all  that  section 
of  country. 

To  Captain  Sheetz  I  am  indebted  not  only  for  most  reliable  informa- 
tion respecting  the  enemy,  for  the  prisoners  from  time  to  time  captured, 
but  for  the  extent  to  whicn  he  has  armed  and  equipped  his  company  at 
the  expense  of  the  enemy. 

These  forces,  in  addition  to  General  Loring's  three  brigades  and  thir- 
teen pieces  of  artillery  in  the  vicinity  of  Komney,  and  a  defensible 
mountain  in  his  rear,  which  commanded  the  town,  should,  with  care, 
have  rendered  safe  the  right  of  the  Army  of  the  Northwest.  This  dis- 
position of  General  Loring's  forces  enabled  me  to  avoid  dividing  his 
command,  which  was  thus  stretched  along  the  South  Branch  of  the 
Potomac,  his  right,  under  his  immediate  command,  extending  towards 
the  Potomac ;  Ms  left,  under  Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Johnson,  resting  upon 
t!ie  Alleghanies  with  the  intervening  Moorefield  Valley  (which  is  one  of 
the  most  fertile  portions  of  the  Conf^eracy),  three  graded  roads  extend- 
ing to  the  rear,  and  thus  connecting  his  line  with  the  great  valley  of 
Virfania,  from  which  ample  supplies,  if  necessary,  could  be  drawn. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  much  on  General  Loring's  position  at  Bomney  in 
consequence  of  the  Secretary  of  War  having  regarded  the  position  of 
the  troops  there  so  unsafe  as  to  require  me  to  order  them  to  Winchester, 
and  in  consequence  of  the  general  having  favored  an  application  made 
by  some  of  his  officers  to  the  War  Department  for  the  removal  of  his 
troops  from  the  position  which  I  had  assigned  them. 

After  thus  posting  the  troops  in  the  western  part  of  the  district,  and 
having  previously  sent  General  Carson  to  Bath,  General  Meem  to  Mar- 
tinsburg,  and  distributing  the  cavalry  along  the  frontier,  I  directed  Gen- 
eral Garni' tt  to  return  to  Winchester,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  his  brigade 
proceeded  to  construct  its  winter  quarters.    The  position  assign^  to 
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this  brigade  as  a  reserve  would  enable  it  promptly  to  move*  towards  any 
threatened  i)oint  as  circnmstanoes  might  reqnire,  and  I  am  well  assnred 
that  had  an  order  been  issued  for  its  march,  even  through  the  depth  of 
winter  and  in  any  direction,  it  would  have  sustained  its  reputation,  well 
earned  during  the  past  campaign ;  for,  though  it  was  not  under  fire 
during  the  recent  expedition,  yet  the  alacrity  with  which  it  responded 
to  the  call  of  duty  and  overcame  obstacles  showed  that  it  was  still  ani- 
mated by  the  same  spirit  that  characterized  it  at  Manassas.  Thus  fiir 
all  had  been  accomplished  that  I  could  reasonably  have  expected. 

On  January  2  there  was  not,  from  the  information  I  could  gather,  a 
single  loyal  man  of  Morgan  County  who  could  remain  at  home  with 
safety.  Within  less  than  four  days  the  enemy  had  been  defeated,  their 
baggage  captured,  and,  by  teaching  the  Federal  authorities  a  lesson 
that  a  town  claiming  allegiance  to  the  United  States  lay  under  our  guns, 
Bhepherdstown  protected,  which  had  repeatedly  before,  though  not 
since,  been  shelled:  the  railroad  communication  of  Hancock  with  the 
west  broken ;  all  that  portion  of  the  countiy  east  of  the  Big  Gacapon 
recovered :  Homney  and  a  large  portion  ofvHampshire  County  evacu- 
ated by  tne  enemy  without  the  firing  of  a  gun;  the  enemy  had  fied 
from  the  western  part  of  Hardy ;  had  been  forced  from  the  offensive  to 
the  defensive— under  these  circumstances,  judge  what  must  have  been 
my  astonishment  at  receiving  from  the  Secretary  of  War  the  following 
dispatch: 

Our  news  indicates  that  a  movement  is  Lein^  made  to  cat  off  General  Loring's  com- 
mand.   Order  him  back  to  Winchester  immediately. 

I  promptly  complied  with  the  order,  but  in  doing  so  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  my  conditional  resignation.  Up  to  that  time  GkMl, 
who  has  so  wonderfally  blessed  us  during  this  war,  had  given  great  suc- 
cess to  the  efforts  for  protecting  loyal  citizens  in  their  rights  and  recov- 
ering and  holding  territory  in  this  district  which  had  been  overrun  by 
the  enemy.  It  is  true  that  our  snccess  caused  much  exposure  and  suf- 
fering to  the  command.  Several  nights  the  troops  had  to  bivouac,  not- 
withstanding the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  their  tents  not  coming  up 
on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads,  yet  every  command,  except 
part  of  Greneral  Loring's,  bore  up  under  these  hardships  with  the  forti- 
tude becoming  patriotic  soldiers. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  assistant  acyutant-general,  rendered  very 
valuable  service^  not  only  during  the  expedition,  but  preparatory  to  it. 

Lieut.  Col.  William  S.  H.  Baylor,  inspector-general,  in  addition  to  his 
duties  as  a  staff'  officer,  gallantly  leid  the  cavalry  charge  at  Bath. 

Maj.  John  A.  Harman,  chief  quartermaster,  was,  much  to  my  regret, 
unable  on  account  of  a  serious  attack  of  sickness  to  accompany  the  ex* 
pedition.  His  duties  devolved  successively  upon  Capt  T.  K.  Sharp  and 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  G.  Harman,  both  of  whom  discharged  their  duties  faith- 
fully aud  efficiently. 

Dr.  Hunter  H.  McOuire,  medical  director,  and  Maj.  W.  J.  Hawks, 
chief  commissary,  were  untiring  in  the  zealous  dischargeof  their  respect- 
ive duties. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  M.  Barton,  acting  chief  engineer  of  this  district,  deserves 
special  mention. 

Mtg.  A.  H.  Jackson,  assistant  adjutant-general :  First  Lieut.  G^rge 
O.  Junkin,  aide-decamp;  First  Lieut.  A.  S.  Pendleton,  aide-de-camp, 
and  Lieut.  J.  M.  Garnett,  chief  of  ordnance,  rendered  valuable  service. 

General  lioring's  evacuation  of  Romney  and  returning  to  the  vicinity 
of  Winchester  was  the  beginning  of  disasters.  The  enemy,  who  up  to 
that  time  had  been  acting  on  the  defensive,  suddenly  changed  to  the 
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offensive  and  advanced  on  Bomney ;  next  drove  onr  troops  out  of  Moore- 
field  on  the  12tli  of  this  month;  two  days  after  forced  oar  militia  from 
Bloomcry  Pass,  thus  coming  to  within  21  miles  of  Winchester  and  cap- 
taring  a  namber  of  prisoners. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  reached  me  of  the  enemy's  being  in  pos- 
session of  Bloomery  Pass  I  directed  Ldentenant-Colonel  Ashby,  of  the 
cavalry,  to  move  in  that  direction  with  all  his  available  force,  which  he 
did  witn  his  accastomed  promptness,  and  on  the  morning  oi  the  16th, 
after  a  short  skirmish,  recovered  the  position.  I  am  under  many  obli- 
gations to  this  valaable  officer  for  his  untiring  zeal  and  successful 
efforts  in  defending  this  district. 

I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  close  this  report  without  alluding  to  the 
reprobate  Federal  commanders,  who  in  Hampshire  County  have  not 
only  bnmt  valuable  mill  property  .but  also  many  private  houses.  Their 
track  from  Bomney  to  Hanging  Bock,  a  distance  of  15  miles,  was  one 
of  desolation.  The  number  of  dead  animals  lying  along  the  road-side, 
where  they  had  been  shot  by  the  enemy,  exemplmed  the  spirit  of  that 
part  of  the  Northern  Army.  As  Col.  G.  W.  Lay,  inspector-general  of 
this  department,  has  recently,  by  your  onler,  visited  Winchester  on  a 
tour  of  inspection,  it  may  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  more  respecting 
the  condition  of  this  district. 

I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  report  of  General  Loring,  an 
official  copy  of  which  is  forwarded  herewith.* 
Be8i>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
MajoT-Oeneralj  Oommanding, 

Tdaj.  Thomas  G.  Bhbtt, 

Auistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Department  o/Narihem  Virginia. 


Hradquabtebs  Yallet  District, 

Winchester  J  Fa.,  December  14, 1861. 

Gsivsbal:  Yours  of  the  12th  instant  is  at  hand.*  I  have  made  two 
attempts  to  prevent  navigation  on  the  canal,  but  have  not  thus  far  suc- 
ceeded. The  only  good  results  that  I  am  aware  of  having  been  effected 
was  the  capture  of  1  captain,  2  corporals,  and  5  privates  of  the  Twelfth 
Indiana  Begiment,  and  damaging  this  end  of  Dam  No.  5,  and  killing  1 
of  the  enemy.  On  our  i)art  2  men  are  supposed  to  be  mortsdly  wounded. 
The  injury  done  to  Dam  No.  5  is  not  safficient  to  admit  tiie  passage  of 
water  on  the  Virginia  side. 

In  consequence  of  the  importance  of  economizing  ammunition  and 
keeping  the  batteries  and  other  troops  that  would  be  required  for  sup- 
ports at  drill,  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  attempt  with 
artillery  anything  more  than  the  protection  of  our  working  parties  en- 
gs^gfed  in  turning  the  water  around  one  of  the  dams,  or  making  a  break 
iu  the  canal.  I  have  had  some  small  boats  made  for  the  purpose  of 
crossing  a  party  to  the  Maryland  side  if  necessary.  I  hope  in  this  way 
to  stop  the  navigation  for  a  while,  but  my  desire  is  to  complete  the  work 
commenced  on  tiie  dam,  and  for  this  purpose  have  made  arrangements 
fur  marching  with  Gamett's  brigade  at  6  a.  m.  on  Monday. 

During  the  greater  part  of  next  month  I  expect  to  have  my  head- 
quarters near  Martinsburg.    If  this  plan  succeeds — as  through  the 

*  Not  found. 
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blessing  of  Providence  it  will — ^Washington  will  hardly  get  any  farther 
sapply  of  coal  daring  the  war  from  Cnmberland:  bnt  shonld  General 
Eelley  advance  on  me,  I  may  have  to  content  myself  with  trying  to  make 
a  break  in  the  canal. 

I  have  not  received  any  additional  force  except  Colonel  Taliaferro's 
brigade,  which  is  well  encamped  and  giving  its  time  to  drilling. 

The  enemy  are,  from  last  information,  near  9,000  strong  in  Hamp- 
shire, principally  at  Bomney.  Their  present  principal  damage  to  us  is 
the  demoralization  of  onr  people  in  Hampshire.  They  picket  near  6 
miles  this  side  of  Bomney.  I  shonld  not  be  surprised  any  day  to  hear 
of  his  (Oeneral  Kelley)  advancing.  He  says  that  he  does  not  design 
going  into  winter  quarters  in  Bomney;  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  be- 
comes cold  enough  to  require  such  protection,  if  not  before,  he  expects 
to  receive  orders  to  advance.  I  hope  that  I  will  be  in  a  condition  to 
move  before  he  does. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Majar-Oeneralj  Commanding  Valley  District. 

Qen.  J.  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia. 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 
Unger^g  Storey  Morgan  County^  Virginia^  January  11, 1862. 

Major:  Though  on  the 4th  instant  Bath  and  all  that  part  of  Morgan 
County  east  of  the  Big  Gacapon  Biver  was  recovered  from  the  enemy, 
and  their  stores  at  Bath  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Gacapon  Biver,  as 
well  as  those  opposite  Hancock,  fell  into  our  hands,  and  the  railroad 
bridge  across  Big  Cacapon  Biver  was  destroyed  by  our  troops,  yet  on 
the  7th  the  enemy  surprised  our  militia  at  Hanging  Bock  Pass,  distant 
15  miles  from  Bomney,  drove  back  our  troops  firom  their  fortifications, 
burned  their  huts,  captured  2  pieces  of  artillery  (one  a  4-pounder  rifled, 
the  other  a  4-pounder  smooth  bore);  the  limber  of  the  rifled  piece  was 
saved,  but  both  caissons  lost.  So  soon  as  they  had  accomplished  this 
and  burned  the  buildings  of  Col.  Charles  Blue,  near  by,  killed  his  live 
stock,  leaving  it  on  the  ground,  they  returned  to  Bomney. 

The  Federal  forces  in  and  about  Bomney  have  for  the  last  month  been 
apparently  acting  upon  the  principle  of  burning  every  house  in  which 
they  ascertain  that  any  of  our  troops  have  been. 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major- OeneraJy  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States. 

Thomas  G.  Bhett,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


No.  2. 


Export  ofMaj.  Oen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks j  XT.  S.  Army^  of  skirmish  at  Dam 

No.  5. 

Frederick,  Md.,  December  9, 1801—11  o'clock. 

The  force  referred  to  in  my  dispatch  last  night  proves  to  be  cavalry, 
and  does  not  indicate  occupation.  The  firing  Saturday  was  at  Dam  No. 
5,  near  Clear  Spring.    No  damage  done.    Bebels  driven  back  with  loss 
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of  some  men.  They  had  6  Parrott  gans.  No  rebels  between  Hancock 
and  Homney,  and  Gieneral  Kelley  in  no  danger  of  attack.  Have  ordered 
Colonel  Leonard  to  sapport  him.  if  necessary. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 

M%for-(}enerarMcGLELLAN,  Cammander-ifhChief. 


No.  3. 


BeparU  of  Maj,  Oen.  Nathaniel  P.  Banks,  TT.  8.  Army,  of  operations 
against  Dam  No.  5,  from  December  17-21,  with  orders, 

FbedebigKi  Md.,  December  18, 1801. 

Colonel  Leonard  r^)orts,  at  12  m.,  rebels  still  in  position  at  Falling 
Waters.  Thinks  they  intend  to  cover  attack  on  Dam  No.  5,  where, 
nnder  cover  of  gnns,  they  began  to  cnt  away,  bnt  were  driven  bacK 
with  loss  of  life.    Now  skirmi^ing  across  river.    Jackson  in  command. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Wzllxaks,  Assistant  Adjutant-General 


Feedbbigk,  Md.,  December  18. 1861. 

Sib:  Information  is  received  firom  varions  sources,  believed  to  be 
reliable,  that  the  enemy  contemplates  an  attach  upon  Dam  No.  4  or 
No.  5,  with  a  view  to  the  destmction  of  the  canal.  Yon  will  march 
yonr  regiment  with  all  expedition  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  localities, 
as  necessity  may  require  or  as  the  movements  of  the  enemy  may  dic- 
tate, and  resist  at  all  hazards  the  destruction  of  the  dam  or  any  efforts 
to  cross  the  river.  Your  long  service  at  these  posts  will  render  you 
familiar  with  the  duties  required  of  you.  If  the  presence  of  the  enemy 
at  Sharpsbnrg  or  at  Dam  No.  4  demands  your  attention,  you  will  take 
your  post  there,  assuming  command  of  the  forces  at  that  point  If  the 
enemy  is  above,  co-operate  earnestly  with  Colonel  Leonard  to  defeat 
an  his  plans.  Much  must  be  left  to  your  discretion,  your  energy,  and 
vigilance.  Beport  progress  of  affairs  constantly,  if  re-enforcements 
are  wttnted,  they  will  be  sent. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding  Division. 
Colonel  Keitly^ 

Commandinig  First  Maryland  Volunteer  Regiment. 


Fbedebiok,  Md.,  December  18, 1861—11  o'clock. 

Your  dispatch  of  6.30  duly  received.    Do  you  need  more  men?    Let 
us  hear  from  you  often. 

Do  not  allow  your  attention  to  be  drawn  altogether  from  Qeneral 
KeUey  by  the  movement  in  your  front.    It  may  be  a  feint. 

N.  P.  BANKS. 
Major-OenertUj  Commanding  Division. 

Colonel  Leonabd,  WiUiamsport. 
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UDteers,  Colonel  Morphy  coQunandiDg;  the  First  Maryland  Yolanteers, 
Colonel  Kenly  commanding ;  Company  F,  Fourth  Artillery,  Capt.  C.  L. 
Best  commanding,  and  two  companies  of  Maryland  cavalry,  were  ordered 
to  march  [from  Frederick,  Md.]  to  Williamsport,  to  report  to  Colonel 
Leonard,  commanding  there.  These  troops  made  a  quick  march  to  that 
place,  and  were  engaged  in  defending  Dams  Nos.  4  and  5  for  some 
days.  There  was  some  sharp-shooting,  but  with  little  loss  on  either 
side,  the  enemy  at  last  &lling  back.  During  the  continuance  of  the 
contest  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Volunteers  and  a  portion  of  Best's  bat- 
tery, together  with  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers,  were  sent  to 
Hancock.  The  Twenty -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  the  Fifth 
Connecticut  Volunteers  were,  after  the  danger  had  subsided,  recalled 
to  their  former  quarters  near  this  city,  and  Captain  Matthews'  Penn- 
sylvania battery  was  ordered  to  Hancock  to  relieve  Best's  battery, 
which  then  returned  to  their  camp,  near  the  Second  Brigade.  During 
the  continuance  of  the  enemy's  attack  all  the  companies  of  Lamon's 
brigade  were  ordered  by  Uie  commanding  general  to  join  General  Kelley, 
which  order  was  issued  anew  from  these  headquarters  to  Colonel 
Leonard  at  Williamsport,  and  the  troops  sent  on  to  Hancock. 


No.  4. 


£epoH  of  Capt  Samuel  8.  Linton^  Thirty-ninih  HUnais  Infantry^  of 

Mrmish  near  Bathj  W.  Va. 

Hdqbs.  Co.  D,  Thibtt-ninth  Beg't  III.  Vols., 

January  8,  1862. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  make  the  following  report  of 
the  doings  of  my  company  on  Friday  and  Saturday  of  last  week: 

On  Friday  morning  [3d  instant]  we  were  occupying  the  same  posi- 
tion at  Bath,  Morgan  County,  Virginia,  that  we  had  held  since  our  first 
entry  into  that  place  on  December  22  last.  During  the  day  indefinite 
reports  had  reached  us  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  in  force  were  march- 
ing upon  the  place. 

About  3  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Maj.  O.  L.  Mann,  commanding,  to 
divide  my  company  into  several  squads  and  scout  in  the  direction  of 
the  enemy  until  I  had  ascertained  with  some  degree  of  accuracy  their 
position  and  strength.  I  immediately  dispatch^  Lieutenant  Towner, 
with  10  men,  up  on  the  west  side  of  Warm  Springs  Mountain,  that  he 
might  discover  any  attempt  of  the  rebels  to  get  in  our  rear,  and  with 
the  remainder  proceeded  up  the  center  of  Bath  Valley  along  the  Win- 
chester grade.  The  reports  throughout  the  day  bad  all  indicated  that 
they  were  approaching  us  by  way  of  this  road.  We  had  marched  but 
1}  miles  from  town  when  we  came  suddenly  upon  their  advance  guard, 
consisting  of  8  mounted  men.  They  fied  without  returning  our  £re.  I 
at  once  detached  Lieutenant  Linton  to  the  right  and  Sergeant  Snowden 
to  the  left,  each  with  5  men,  to  discover  any  ambnsiiule  and  guard 
against  my  being  suddenly  flanked  by  the  enemy,  while  I  continued  up 
the  grade.  After  getting  beyond  our  range  some  distance  the  enemy's 
guanl  that  we  had  put  to  flight  halted  and  fired  three  signal  shots. 
Just  at  that  time  M(\j.  O.  L.  Mann,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Belcher 
and  6  cavalrymen,  of  Captain  Bussell's  company,  came  up  and  passed 
my  men  on  the  road  and  ordered  them  to  follow  close  upon  their  heelS| 
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which  order  they  obeyed,  thas  leaving  my  flanks  entirely  in  the  rear. 
The  road  just  there  making  a  turn  to  the  right,  Lieatenant  Linton  took 
advantage  of  it  to  go  yi  his  proper  position,  while  Sergeant  Snowden 
and  his  sqnad  were  thrown  still  farther  in  the  rear.  After  passing  this 
torn  in  the  road  a  short  distance  a  large  party  of  the  enemy's  infantry, 
jnth  scattering  horsemen  on  their  right  and  left,  showed  themselves  in 
the  edge  of  a  small  piece  of  timber,  but  about  150  yards  in  our  advance, 
and  opened  fire  upon  ns.  The  lieutenant's  squad  and  mine  immediately 
took  cover  behind  a  fence  that  ran  from  the  grade  np  over  a  bare  hill 
on  the  right  (the  only  available  shelter),  along  which  we  deployed, 
and  opened  fire  upon  them  so  briskly  that  they  were  obliged  to  retire 
full  100  yards  into  the  timber.  As  we  fired  we  gradually  worked  our 
way  towards  the  summit  of  the  hill.  While  behind  this  fence  the 
enemy's  balls  rattled  against  it  like  hail,  still  not  one  of  my  men  ex- 
hibited the  least  symptom  of  fear  or  excitement,  but  loaded  their  pieces 
with  promptness  and  fired  as  coolly  as  though  practicing  at  a  target. 
By  thus  keeping  up  a  steady  and  well-directed  firo  we  for(^  the  enemy 
to  remain  in  the  woods  until  we  had  reached  the  summit  of  the  hill. 

By  this  time  Sergeant  Snowden  and  his  squad,  who  had  been  labo- 
riously making  their  way  along  the  left  side  of  the  road,  suddenly  came 
npon  a  battalion  of  the  enemy  that  lay  concealed  in  a  ravine  to  our  rear, 
and  drew  the  fire  of  every  one  of  them.  By  falling  flat  upon  the  grouna 
he  and  his  men  escaped  uninjured.  This  volley  discovered  to  us  that 
our  direct  retreat  was  cut  off'.  The  cavalry  party  of  our  side  made  good 
their  escape  when  the  firing  first  commenced.  Wo  continued  the  firing 
from  the  summit  of  the  hill  until  wo  had  collected  all  of  our  men  that 
were  engaged  along  tho  fence,  and  then  retreated  towards  Warm  Springs 
Mountain,  which  we  reached  without  difficulty,  and  by  mountain  paths 
made  our  way  to  Bath,  where  we  arrived  about  12  o'clock  at  night  with- 
out further  adventure.  Sergeant  Snowden  became  entirely  surrounded, 
and  only  escaped  by  taking  advantage  of  the  darkness  of  the  night  to 
pass  close  by  the  enemy  and  being  mistaken  by  them  for  a  party  of  their 
own  men.  Lieutenant  Towner,  with  his  squad,  proceeded  up  the  west 
side  of  Warm  Springs  Mountain,  and  when  2  miles  from  town  came 
in  ooUision  with  a  large  party  of  the  enemy's  infontry,  apparently  a 
whole  regiment.  He  and  his  men  exchanged  a  few  shots  with  them  and 
then  retired.    He  reached  town  about  11  p.  m. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  number  of  the  enemy  that  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  these  skirmishes,  but  have  reasons  for  believing 
that  it  was  quite  large. 

After  refreshing  my  men  with  three  hours'  rest  and  their  supper,  I 
took  position,  in  accordance  with  an  order  fix>m  the  commanding  officer, 
on  the  summit  of  Warm  Springs  Mountain,  where  we  remained  until 
ordered  to  march  with  the  other  forces  to  Sir  John's  Bun.  We  then 
crossed  the  river  in  boats  and  marched  to  Hancock,  where  we  arrived 
about  9  o'clock  of  Saturday  evening  without  incident.  My  company  is 
now  posted  in  the  east  end  of  this  town,  as  by  you  ordered. 

During  the  skirmish  of  Friday  afternoon  and  night  I  had  3  men 

slightly  wounded,  lost  8  a«  prisoners  to  the  enemy,  and  1  that  I  cannot 

satisfactorily  account  for,  though  I  have  good  rea8on»  for  believing  that 

he  has  neither  been  killed  nor  taken  prisoner.* 

•  •••••  • 

The  order  for  our  march  from  Warm  Springs  Mountain  to  Sir  John's 
Bun  and  thence  to  Hancock  forced  us  to  desert  one  of  our  men,  named 
Clark  Spinnings,  who  was  too  sick  in  bed  at  Bath  to  be  moved.    We 

•  Kominal  list  of  pziaonen  omitted. 
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have  since  learned  that  the  rebels  plaeed  a  guard  over  his  room  and 
forbid  liis  being  disturbed;  also  that  a  rebel  physician,  more  solicitous 
than  ever  our  own  surgeons  had  been  for  his  welfare,  visited  and  pre- 
scribed for  him  without  compulsion.  Any  assistance  that  yon  may  ren- 
der in  securing  the  return  of  the  above  memb^s  of  my  company  to  their 
comrades  by  way  of  exchange  or  otherwise  will  cause  you  to  be  ever 
remembered  with  the  wannest  feelings  of  gratitude  by  all  the  members 
of  my  command. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  S.  LINTON, 
Captain  Company  D,  Thirty-ninth  Begiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  CoL  T.  O.  OsBOBN. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  Capt  James  H.  Hooker^  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry^  of 

skirmish  at  Sir  John^s  Run^  W.  Va. 

,  —,1862. 

The  night  before  the  attack  on  Bath  First  Lieutenant  Whipple,  with 
25  men  fi^m  Company  £,  was  detailed  to  go  to  Great  Cacapon  to  assist 
Captain  Slaughter.  The  balance  of  the  company  were  left  at  Sir  John's 
Bun  to  guard  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  at  that  point. 

The  attack  on  Bath  was  expected,  and  in  the  morning,  January  4,  we 
set  ourselves  at  work  on  a  commanding  hill  to  prepare  a  good  position 
in  case  of  emergency,  and  kept  out  a  strongpicket  during  the  day.  The 
jtebels,  some  10,000  in  number,  attacked  Bath  about  noon.  Company 
D^  Captain  Linton,  Company  E,  Captain  Woodruff^  and  Company  I, 
Captain  Phillips^  under  command  of  Major  Mann,  or  the  Thirty-ninth 
Begiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  had  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the  rebels, 
doing  good  execution,  but  the  rebels  kept  constantly  advancing  upon 
them,  taking  some  tw^ve  prisoners  from  Companies  D  and  E.  The 
Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Murray,  came  to  support  them, 
but  having  just  received  their  arms,  found  they  were  in  no  condition 
for  service,  and  Colonel  Murray  ordered  a  retreat.  Meanwhile  we  were 
overjoy^  at  Sir  John's  Bun  by  seeing  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  unload 
from  the  cars  and  falling  in  in  good  oi^er,  and  start  for  Bath  with  their 
band  playing  and  in  good  spirits.  Not  knowing  that  our  forces  were 
retreating  tbey  made  for  Bath,  but  on  nearing  the  place  were  obliged  to 
fall  back  without  getting  sight  of  the  enemy. 

Meanwhile  we  busied  ourselves  getting  a  flat-boat  out  of  the  ice  to 
provide  against  the  worst,  as  there  was  considerable  of  value  to  save  in 
case  of  a  retreat.  While  thus  engaged  our  forces  came  into  Sir  John's 
Bun  in  good  order.  I  went  imm^iately  to  find  out  what  the  order  was ; 
they  replied  a  retreat.  The  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Begiment  kept 
on  down  the  rsdlroad  to  Hancock.  I,  being  acquainted  with  the  posi- 
tions, prev^ed  on  the  three  companies  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois 
Begiment  and  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  to  try  taking  positions,  one  on 
the  right  and  the  other  on  the  left  hill,  both  having  command  of  all  the 
accessible  roads  and  paths  fbom  Batn.  On  the  hill  with  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Lieutenant  Muhlenberg  would  have  an  opportunity  to  plant  his 
artillery  and  take  a  range  on  Bath,  and  enable  £dl  to  do  good  execution, 
and  no  chance  for  the  enemy  to  cut  off  our  retreat.  After  getting  this 
move  fairly  under  way  and  the  forces  partly  up  the  hill,  the  order,  ^^  Halt : 
let^s  go  to  Bath,^  was  given,  and  a  consultation  was  had,  which  resultea 
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in  ordering  a  second  retreat  across  the  river.  I  have  since  learned  tbis 
very  move— going  np  the  hill — ^proved  a  providential  saving  of  our 
foToeSy  as  the  enemy,  had  they  not  seen  as  taking  those  positions,  wonid 
have  followed  and  occupied  the  same,  catting  the  comjMuiies  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  to  pieces  as  they  waded  the  river. 

The  Thirteenth  Indiana  loaded  into  the  train  which  was  standing  on 
the  railroad  track  and  started  for  Great  Gacapon.  Sergt  John  L.  Kipple, 
John  Harvath,  and  myself^  with  the  assistance  of  a  few  citizens,  kept 
at  work  getting  over  ttte  sick  and  company  baggage  till  the  rebel  skir- 
mishers came  into  Sir  John's  Bnn,  which  was  after  dnsk.  Sergeant 
Ripple  then  came  to  me  and  said,  ^<  Captain,  we  will  have  to  leave  now ; 
bhey  are  npon  as."  We  loaded  the  things  into  the  boat  and  pnshed  off, 
Jolm  Harvath  having  been  taken  prisoner.  When  we  reached  the 
Maryland  shore  we  found  all  our  regiment  had  gone  to  Hancock  with 
M%jor  Mann,  except  12  men.  I  then  said  to  them  my  company  was 
stationed  there  to  guard  the  railroad,  and  with  their  assistance  would 
perform  that  duty  still.  The  first  move  was  to  station  a  guard  at  the 
river  to  prevent  their  stealing  the  march  on  us,  and  then  we  moved  our 
baggage  to  a  safe  place. 

It  was  about  8  (^clock  in  the  evening  before  the  main  body  came 
into  Sir  John's  Bun.  The  guard  then  came  to  me  and  said  they  were 
breaking  the  ice.  I  went  down  to  the  water's  edge  and  found,  instead 
of  breaking  the  ice,  they  were  at  work  at  the  railroad  track.  We 
leveled  our  pieces  and  biased  away  as  though  we  had  thousands  of 
backing.  They  dropped  their  bars  and  picks,  returned  the  fire  with  a 
volley  which  made  the  hill  look  like  lightning-bugs,  and  rained  the 
balls  around  us  in  showers.  Our  guards  exchanged  shots  with  them 
for  several  rounds,  whereupon  they  left  the  raikoad,  which  they  did 
not  venture  to  disturb  again,  being  on  the  bank  of  tiie  river  in  good 
range  of  our  excellent  guns.  We  then  proceeded  to  stop  the  culvert 
under  the  canal  to  prevent  their  crossing  with  cavalry  and  select  posi- 
tions for  our  men,  stationing  them  in  the  rifle-pits  built  of  stone,  so  as 
to  be  ready  for  an  attack  in  the  morning. 

As  the  day  broke  we,  conscious  of  being  few  in  numbers,  rather  with- 
held firing,  but  finally  opened  fire^  keeping  it  up  all  day  on  every  man 
that  made  their  appearance,  killing  8  of  them  and  preventing  their 
doing  any  dainage  to  the  railroad,  losing  but  1  man,  John  Harvath,  who 
was  taken  prisoner. 

All  of  the  men  acted  nobly,  especially  Sergt.  John  L.  Eipple,  who 
staid  with  me  on  the  other  side  helping  over  the  sick  till  all  had  crossed, 
and  securing  every  tiling  of  value  to  the  company. 

J.  H.  HOOKER, 
Captain  Company  Ej  Thirty-ninth  Begiment  Illinois  Volunteers. 


No.  6. 


Beport  of  Brig.  Oen,  Benjamin  F.  Kelleyj  U.  8.  Army^  of  skirmish  at 

Hanging  Bock  FasSy  West  Virginia. 

Headquabtbbs, 
Cumberlandy  Md.y  January  17, 1862. 

Gbnsbal  :  I  herewith  inclose  you  Colonel  Dnnning's  report  of  the 
expedition  to  Blue's  Oap  on  the  8th  FTth]  instant 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  expedition  was  an  entire  success.    The 
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effect  was,  as  1  intended,  to  divert  the  attention  of  General  Jackson 
from  Hancock,  he  supposing  that  I  was  moving  on  Winchester  with 
my  whole  force,  and  therefore  beat  a  precipitous  retreat  from  Hancock 
and  fell  back  on  Winchester. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  troops  under  my  late  command  evinced 
on  that  occasion  the  same  energy  and  gallantry  that  have  characterized 
them  ever  since  they  have  been  under  my  command. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  KBLLEY, 
Brigadier-Oeneral. 
General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant' General  U.  8.  Army,  Washingt(m^  D,  0. 


No.  7. 


Report  of  Col.  Samuel  H,  Dunningy  Fifth  Ohio  Irtfantryj  of  eMrmuh  at 

Hanging  Boole  Paee^  W.  Va. 

EoscNEY,  Ya.,  January  9, 1802. 

General  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  by  telegraph,  received  at 
these  headquarters  January  7  [61,  directing  me  to  make  a  detail  of  six 
companies  from  each  of  the  roUowing  regiments :  Fifth  Ohio,  Fourth 
Ohio,  Seventh  Ohio,  First  West  Virginia,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  and,  by 
special  request  of  Colonel  Carroll,  six  companies  of  the  £ighth  Ohio, 
with  one  section  of  Baker's  Farrott  guns,  Daum's  batteiy,  the  Ring- 
gold Cavalry,  the  Washington  Cavalry,  and  three  companies  of  the 
First  West  Virginia  Cavalry.  Owing  to  sickness  and  large  numbers  on 
picket  duty,  the  response  was  small,  and  the  whole  force  did  not  exceed 
2,000  men. 

The  command  assembled  about  11  p.  m.,  and  by  12.30  o'clock  the  col- 
umn was  in  motion  for  its  destination  at  Blue's  Gap.  The  fall  of  snow, 
with  the  disagreeable  and  cold  night,  rendered  it  difficult  for  the  troops 
to  march,  but  by  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  reached  a  hiU  within 
about  a  mile  of  the  gap.  On  this  hill  the  Parrott  guns  were  planted, 
and  from  it  the  enemy  could  be  seen  preparing  to  lire  the  bridge.  I 
then  ordered  the  Fifth  Ohio  to  advance  by  double-quick.  The  order 
was  responded  to  by  a  shout,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  advance  of  the 
regiment  was  on  a  bluff  near  the  bridge,  and  with  a  few  shots  com- 
pelled the  rebel  forces  to  retire  from  the  bridge  to  the  gap.  The  column 
was  then  ordered  to  advance  rapidly  on  and  over  the  bridge,  and  the 
Fifth  Ohio  was  deployed  up  the  mountain  to  the  left  and  the  Fourth 
Ohio  to  the  right.  A  sharp  action  then  ensued,  first  on  the  left  of  the 
gap  and  then  on  the  right.  Our  forces  pressed  on,  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  rocks  and  trees,  behind  which  they  had  taken  position,  and 
to  the  top  of  the  mountain  to  the  left  they  were  found  in  rifle-pits.  A 
charge  was  ordered,  but  before  bayonets  could  be  fixed  the  rebels  had 
left  their  pits  and  were  fleeing  down  the  mountain  in  haste  to  the  back 
of  the  gap.  At  this  time  the  remaining  detachments  of  infantry  pressed 
throagh  the  gap,  and  the  victory  was  complete.  The  cavalry  was  then 
ordered  to  charge,  which  was  done  promptly,  but  the  enemy  had  by 
this  time  scattered  in  the  mountain,  rendering  the  charge  of  little  avail. 

The  enemy  left  behind  them  two  pieces  of  artillery  (G-pounders,  one 
a  rifled  gun),  their  caisson,  ammunition,  wagons,  and  ten  horses :  also 
their  tents,  camp  equipage,  provisions,  and  correspondence,     seven 
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prisoners  were  taken  and  7  dead  bodies  were  fonnd  on  the  field.    Not 
one  of  my  men  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  to  yon  that  our  officers  and  men  seemed  to 
vie  with  each  other  in  the  promptness  with  which  they  obeyed  orders, 
and  all  advanced  with  the  bravery  of  veteran  soldiers^ 

1  desire  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  Lieut.  C.  W.  Smith,  acting 
adjutant  Fifth  Ohio,  and  Adjutant  Green,  of  the  Fourth  Ohio,  for  the 
assistance  rendered  me  on  the  occasion;  also  to  Lieut.  William  B. 
Kelley  and  Assistant  Ac^utant-General  Uawkes,  of  General  Kelley's 
staf^  for  the  efficient  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duties  as 
volunteer  aids  in  this  enterprise. 

Finding  the  mill  and  hotel  in  the  gap  were  used  for  soldiers'  quar- 
ters, I  ordered  them  to  be  burned,  which  was  done ;  but  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  some  straggling  soldiers  burned  other  unoccupied  houses  on 
their  return  march. 

The  force  of  the  rebels  was  stated  by  negroes  and  citizens  at  from 
800  to  1,000,  but  their  papers  show  that  rations  were  drawn  for  1,800 
men. 

We  marched  to  the  gap,  fought  the  battle,  and  returned  to  camp 
within  15  hours,  bringing  with  us  prisoners,  cannon,  and  other  captured 
articles. 

Bespectfnlly  submitted. 

S.  H.  DUNNING, 
Colonel  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry ^  Comdg.  Post  ofRomney. 

Brigadier-General  Kelley. 


No.  8. 


Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Frederick  W.  Lander^  XT.  8.  Army^  of  affair  at 

Bloomery  Oapj  West  Virginia, 

Paw  Paw,  February  14, 1862—^  p.  m. 

The  railroad  was  oi>ened  to  Hancock  this  morning.  Telegraph  the 
same.  Had  an  important  forced  reconnaissance  last  night  completed 
to-day.  Broke  up  the  rebel  nest  at  Bloomery  Gap.  Ban  down  and 
caught  17  commissioned  officers,  among  them  colonels,  lieutenant-colo- 
nels, captains,  &c.  Will  forward  a  descriptive  list.  Engaged  them 
with  400  cavalry.  Infantry  not  near  enough  to  support,  and  enemy  re- 
tiring. In  all,  65  prisoners ;  killed  13.  Lost  2  men  and  6  horses  at 
their  first  fire.  Led  the  charge  in  person.  It  was  a  complete  surprise. 
Colonel  Carroll,  commanding  Fifth  or  Eighth  Ohio,  made  a  very  daring 
and  successful  reconnaissance  immediately  afterwards  to  Ungei^s  Store. 

M%jor  Frothingham  is  entitled  to  credit  for  building,  under  my  direc- 
tion, in  4  hours,  in  the  dead  of  night,  a  complete  bridge  of  wagons 
across  the  Great  Gacapon.  at  an  uufiequented  road.  Two  columns  of 
2,000  men  each  marched  32^  one  column  43,  miles  since  4  p.  m.  yester- 
day, besides  bridging  the  nver.  Pax>ers  taken  and  my  own  reconnais- 
sance south  prove  the  country  clear  and  Jackson  and  Loring  in  Win- 
chester. Made  the  move  and  occupied  Bloomery  Gap  and  Point's  Mill 
east  on  belief  by  deserters  that  General  Carson's  brigade  was  there. 

General  Dunning  has  just  arrived  at  New  Creek  fix>m  Moorefield,  40 
miles  south  of  Bomney.  Captured  225  beef  cattle  and  broke  up  the 
guerrilla  haunt  there.  Two  of  his  men  badly  wounded.  Killed  several 
of  the  rebels. 
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As  the  work  intrusted  to  me  may  be  regarded  done  and  the  enemy 
out  of  this  department,  I  most  earnestly  request  to  be  relieved.  If  not 
relieved,  must  resign.    My  health  is  too  much  broken  to  do  any  severe 

work 

P.  W.  LANDER, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
Major-Oeneral  MgGi<£LLAN. 

Note. — General  Williams  can  move  over  the  river  without  risk.  I 
respectfully  commend  Colonel  Oarroll  to  your  notice.  He  is  a  most  effi- 
cient  and  gallant  officer.  Lieut.  H.  6.  Armstrong,  acting  assistant  ad- 
jutant-general, and  Fitz- James  O'Brien  joined  me  in  a  charge  by  which 
rebel  officers  were  captured  and  confidence  restored  after  cavalry  had 
been  checked. 


No.  9. 


Rqtort  of  CoL  J.  Sencendivery  Virginia  Militia^  of  affair  at  Bloomerif 

Oapj  West  Virginia. 

Hdqbs.  Sixteenth  Brigade,  Vibginia  Militia, 

Pughtaumj  February  17, 1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment into  which  we  were  surprised  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant : 

Our  advanced  pickets  came  in  about  daylight  and  reported  the  enemy 
advancing  upon  us  in  large  force.  I  gave  orders  to  have  the  baggage 
packed  immediately  and  the  men  prepared  to  meet  the  enemy  and 
repulse  him  if  possible.  The  Thirty-first  Eegiment,  Colonel  Baldwin, 
being  quartered  nearer  the  point  from  where  the  enemy  was  advancing 
than  the  balance  of  the  command,  rushed  hurriedly  to  meet  him.  The 
Fifty-first,  M^jor  Wotring,  and  a  portion  of  the  Eighty-ninth,  com- 
manded by  M^or  Davidson,  hastened  to  his  aid,  but  before  they  reached 
him  the  enemy's  cavalry  dashed  through  his  ranks  and  inclosed  him  be- 
tween them  and  their  infantry  and  captured  himself  and  nearly  all  his 
command.  Mtyors  Wotring  and  Davidson  then  took  position  on  [a]  hill- 
side near  the  road  and  commenced  a  brisk  fire  on  the  cavalry,  who  ad- 
vanced about  400  strong  in  full  speed  in  pursuit  of  our  wagons.  While 
they  were  engaged  with  cavalry  the  infantry  flanked  them  on  the  right 
and  captured  a  number  of  their  men  and  officers.  As  the  cavalry  neared 
our  teams  they  were  met  by  the  Sixty-seventh  Regiment  and  Company 
A,  of  the  Eighty-ninth  Begiment,  who  took  a  position  on  the  hill-side 
near  the  road  and  poured  a  heavy  volley  into  them  and  checked  them 
for  a  short  time,  but  they  again  dashed  forward,  overtook  our  wagons, 
captured  several  of  them,  and  turned  them  back  towards  Bloomery.  At 
this  juncture  the  Sixty-seventh  and  ^Company  A,  Eighty-ninth  Begi- 
ment, advanced  rapidly  on  either  side  of  the  road  and  commenced  a 
brisk  fire  on  them,  and  finally  drove  them  back  and  recaptured  the 
wagons.  This  was  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  enemy  lost 
several  men  and  horses  killed  at  this  point. 

We  then  continued  on  after  our  wagons.  The  enemy  followed  us  firom 
this  point  about  2  miles,  but  at  respectful  distance.  He  picked  up  1  or 
2  stragglers  and  then  retired. 

We  reached  this  place  at  sundown,  and,  as  before  reported,  I  sent 
yesterday  morning  a  party  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  bring  off  our  dead  and 
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wounded.    After  a  diligent  search  they  did  not  find  any  killed  and  but 
two  woimded,  neither  of  them  mortally. 

They  learned  that  the  enemy  was  &om  7,000  to  10,000  strong,  com- 
manded by  General  Lander.  He  retomed  the  same  evening  towards 
Paw  Paw,  bat  threatened  to  return  in  two  days.  His  loss  was  11  killed 
and  several  wounded. 

Oar  loss.  I  regret  to  say,  is  over  50  officers  and  privates  missing. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  officers  captared:  Col.  B.  F.  Baldwin,  Thirty-first 
Begiment;  Capts.  William  Baird,  acting  assistant  a^jntant-general,  and 
G.  M.  Stewart,  Eighty -ninth  Begiment;  Capts.  Thomas  Mclntyre,  Will- 
iam Lodge,  and  Byron  Lovett,  Thirty-first  Begiment;  Capt.  James 
Willis,  Fifty-first  Begiment;  Lient.  Charles  H.  Brown,  Tnirty-first  Begi- 
ment; First  Lieut  William  Wilson,  Eighty-ninth  Begiment;  Lieuts. 
William  A.  Holland,  Thomas  Steele,  B.  L.  Gray.  A.  L.  White,  H.  B. 
HotteU  Isaac  Bewner,  and  Joseph  Seibert,  Fifty-nrst  Begiment. 

All  the  officers  and  men  engaged  behaved  themselves  with  commend- 
able bravery,  and  I  think  they  deserve  great  ci^t  for  having  saved 
our  stores  and  baggage. 

Very  respectfully  reported. 

J.  SENOBNDIVEB, 
CoUmelj  Oammanding  Brigade. 

M(\jor-General  Jaokson. 


HOVEMBEB  9, 1861.^Ezpedition  to  Mathias  Feint, 

RSPOROTS. 

No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  £.  Sickles,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — Col.  Charles  K.  Graham,  Seventy-fonrth  New  Yor^  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Eepart  of  Brig.  Qen.  Joseph  Hooker j  U.  8.  Army. 

Heabquabtebs  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Bakery  Lotcer  Potomac^  Md.y  November  12, 1861. 

General:  It  was  reported  to  me  that  the  rebels  were  planting  a 
battery  at  Boyd's  Hole,  which  threatened  to  be  of  some  annoyance  to  the 
portion  of  the  flotilla  under  Captain  Harrell,  at  present  lying  off  Smith's 
Point.  Accordingly  I  proceeded  to  that  point  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing an  examination  of  that  vicinity,  with  a  view,  if  deemed  expedient, 
of  attacking  and  destroying  it.  The  battery  in  question  is  a  field  one, 
perfectly  harmless  as  it  is,  and  probably  displayed  for  no  other  purpose 
than  to  have  an  effect  upon  the  flotilla.  They  appear  to  be  the  guns  of 
a  single  company,  without  supports.  I  could  have  embarked  a  regiment 
3  mUes  below  Port  Tobacco  and  landed  them  a  short  distance  above  the 
batteries  without  the  use  of  lighters.  Tlie  supply  steamer  Baltimoi-e, 
now  with  the  flotilla,  is  well  adapted  for  this  service.  I  have  abandoned 
the  idea  of  attacking  it,  for  the  reason  that  tJie  battery  can  be  moved  to 
the  rear  faster  than  infantry  can  follow  it. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Colonel  Graham  [No.  3]  of  his  descent 
on  Mathias  Point,  as  it  contains  reliable  information  of  the  condition  of 
that  much-talked-of  point.    The  expedition  was  projected  without  my 
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authority  or  even  knowledge.  As  it  appears  to  have  had  no  nnfortonate 
sequence  so  far  as  I  have  learned  I  shall  not  censure  him,  but  in  future 
no  operations  will  be  projected  without  my  sanction;  otherwise  my  com- 
mand may  be  dishonored  before  I  know  it. 

The  operator  informs  me  Uiat  the  wires  are  in  good  working  condition. 

The  balloon  made  several  ascensions  to-day,  but  so  far  removed  from 
the  enemy's  works  as  to  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  us.  It  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  a  point  near  Budd's  Ferry  to-morrow,  and  then  probably  to  a 
locality  still  farther  south. 

The  rebels  in  considerable  force  appeared  to  be  busily  at  work  during 
the  day  nearly  across  from  Sandy  Point  in  the  establishment  of  new 
batteries. 

On  board  of  what  is  called  the  ice-boat  of  the  flotilla  is  a  rifled  gun 
of  the  largest  class,  perhaps  a  60-pounder.  Its  weight  is  five  tons,  and 
is  of  no  use,  I  learn,  where  she  is,  the  steamer  being  unserviceable.  I 
think  it  might  be  dumi>ed  overboard  and  hauled  ashore  at  some  suita- 
ble landing,  and  thence,  by  the  truck  used  for  that  purpose,  delivered 
at  the  work  which  Captain  Williamson  is  constructing.  I  am  informed 
that  it  is  a  good  weapon.  Its  range  is  enormous,  but  for  some  cause  up 
to  this  time  its  shells  have  not  exploded.  If  guns  are  to  be  mounted  in 
the  work  Captain  Williamson  is  engaged  on,  in  my  opinion  this  should 
be  one  of  them. 

The  houses  burned  by  Colonel  Graham  had  been  made  use  of  by  the 
rebels  for  military  purposes. 

Prisoner  Dent  requires  especial  attention. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
BrigcuHer- General  J  Commanding  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams. 

Adjutant-General^  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


No.  2. 

B^ort  of  Brig,  Gen,  Daniel  E,  Sickles^  U,  8,  Army, 

Headquabtebs  Excelsior  Bbioade, 
Second  Brigade^  HooJcer^s  Division^  November  12, 1861. 

Captain  :  Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  Col.  Charles  K. 
Graham's  report  of  a  reconnaissance  of  Mathias  Point  and  the  peninsula 
of  which  it  is  the  terminus  [No.  3].  Colonel  Graham  was  effectiv^ely 
assisted  by  Lieut.  Commander  Samuel  Magaw,  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamer 
Freeborn ;  Acting  Master  Arnold  Harris,  of  the  TJ.  S.  steamer  Island 
Belle,  and  Acting  Master  W.  T.  Street,  oi  the  U.  S.  cutter  Dana. 

The  party,  which  consisted  of  400  men  of  the  Fifth  Kegiment,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Graham,  embarked  on  Sunday  eveniug  last  at 
Chapel  Point,  in  Port  Tobacco  Creek,  on  board  the  Island  Belle  and 
Dana,  and  proceeded,  the  Dana  towed  by  the  Island  Belle  to  Mathias 
Point.  The  embarkation  and  the  landing  were  eflected  in  admirable 
order,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Acting  Master  Harris,  who  was 
the  first  to  land.  One  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  while  about  to  fire  upon 
Master  Harris,  was  killed  by  that  officer.  Several  others  were  wounded. 
The  pickets  were  mounted,  which  enabled  them  to  retreat  rapidly  and 
escape.  Colonel  Graham  sufiered  no  loss.  The  enemy  was  reported  to 
be  in  some  force,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery,  at  Hampstead,  9  miles 
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from  the  place  of  landing,  inland,  but  it  was  not  consistent  with  Colonel 
Graham's  instructions  to  advance  so  far,  or  to  seek  an  encounter  with 
any  force  which  he  had  reason  to  believe  superior  in  numbers  to  his  own 
detachment. 

It  is  satisfactorily  ascertained  from  this  examination  of  Mathias  Point 
and  the  contiguous  territory  for  some  4  miles  inland,  that  no  guns  are 
in  position  there,  although  it  seems,  in  corroboration  of  previous  ac- 
counts, that  the  enemy  has  made  preparations  to  mask  a  battery  on  the 
point.    A  few  rifle-pits  were  also  noticed. 

Between  30  and  40  negroes,  some  of  whom  returned  with  the  troops 
and  others  making  their  way  over  in  boats  obtained  on  the  Virginia 
shore,  are  now  in  Colonel  Graham's  camp.  I  will  thank  you  to  favor 
me  with  instructions  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  these  x)er8ons. 
I  presume  much  reliable  information  may  be  gathered  from  them. 

This  expedition,  and  the  examination  recently  made  of  the  Occoqoan 
Biver  by  a  party  from  the  Fourth  Begiment  [Seventy -third  Kew  Yoric 
Infantry],  confirm  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed  of  the  fiEusility  with 
which  enterprises  may  be  executed  on  the  Virginia  shore  at  almost  any 
point  which  may  be  indicated.  If  I  am  honored  with  particular  instruc- 
tions as  to  any  place  on  the  shore  to  be  visited,  either  in  small  parties 
or  in  force,  tlie  dut^  will  be  promptly,  and  I  believe  successfully,  per- 
formed ;  or,  if  left  to  the  exercise  of  my  own  judgment  as  to  the  place 
of  landing  and  the  force  to  be  employed,  there  is  little  doubt  that,  with 
the  able  and  enthusiastic  co-operation  we  are  sure  to  receive,  if  permit- 
ted, from  the  gallant  officers  of  the  flotilla,  some  useful  results  may  be 
confidently  promised.  It  is  reported  to  me  that  in  one  of  the  creeks 
below  the  point  about  30  boats  are  now  collected.  These  can  be  cutout 
and  captured  or  destroyed.  I  learn  from  a  report  verbally  made  to  me 
by  Captain  Morey  (Fifth  Begiment)  that,  from  information  since  ob- 
tained, Colonel  Graham's  detachment  was  within  2^  miles  and  in  the 
rear  of  the  battery  recently  disclosed  some  5  miles  above  Mathias 
Point,  which  on  Monday  fired  upon  the  Freeborn  and  arrested  her 
£uther  progress  up  the  Potomac  There  is  little  doubt  that  if  the 
existence  of  this  battery  had  been  known  to  Colonel  Graham  he  could 
have  taken  it  without  difiiculty,  as  it  is  said  to  be  feebly  supported  by 

infantry.* 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  £.  SICKLES, 
Brigadier-  OeneraU 
Capt  William  H.  Lawrenoe, 

Atde-de-Campi  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 


No.  3. 

Beport  of  CoL  Charles  K,  Oraham^  Seventy-fourth  New  York  Infantry. 

Headquabtebs  Fifth  Begimext  Exoelsiob  Bbigade, 
Camp  Fentony  near  Port  Tobacco^  Md.y  November  11, 1861. 

Genebal:  Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  this  point  Captain  Wilkinson, 
of  Company  I  of  this  regiment,  by  my  orders  seized  several  small  boats 
and  manned  them  with  crews  of  sailors  picked  from  his  company. 

*  Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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They  were  employed  in  reconnoiteriDg  the  Potomac  shore  and  neighbor- 
ing creeks  and  in  keeping  a  general  surveillance  over  the  movements 
and  actions  of  the  secession  sympathizers  on  this  shore.  In  the  nnmer- 
oas  expeditions  he  made,  Captain  Wilkinson  was  frequently  materially 
assisted  by  Lient  Commander  Samnel  Magaw,  of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Free- 
bora,  and  Acting  Master  Arnold  Harris^  of  the  IJ.  S.  steamer  Island 
Belle.  I  was  on  bosotl  these  steamers  in  several  of  their  reconnaia- 
sances,  and  from  information  cleaned  fit>m  reliable  sources  I  became 
convinced  that  there  were  no  batteries  at  Mathias  Point  sufficient  to 
oppose  the  landing  of  troops.  The  commanders  of  the  gunboats  above 
named  agreed  with  me  in  Uiis  opinion,  and  also  as  to  the  desirability  of 
a  thorough  inspection  of  this  iH>mt  They  very  kindly  placed  their 
vessels  at  my  disposal  for  such  a  purpose. 

Sunday  evening  was  the  time  agreed  upon  for  this  service,  but  Lieu- 
tenant Magaw  was  unfortunately  prevented,  by  orders  from  his  superior 
officer,  fh>m  carrying  out  his  intentions  in  this  particular,  but  Acting 
Master  Wm.  T.  Street,  of  the  U.  S.  cutter  Dana,  volunteered  the  service 
of  himself  and  vessel.    The  Island  Belle,  with  the  Dana  in  tow,  ran  up 
Port  Tobacco  Creek  to  Chapel  Point,  and  on  them  I  embarked  about 
400  picked  men  of  my  regiment    The  embarkation  was  conducted 
silently  and  in  good  order.    Arrived  at  Mathias  Point,  the  force  was 
landed  under  the  admirable  direction  of  Masters  Harris  and  Street,  and 
made  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  the  i)oint  for  several  miles  around. 
Master  Harris,  of  the  Island  Belle,  was  the  first  to  land,  and,  accom- 
panied by  a  squad  of  skirmishers,  pushed  forward  and  took  possession 
of  Grimes'  bouse.    About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  shore  he  came  sud- 
denly upon  3  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  1  of  whom  raised  his  musket  and 
was  about  to  fire,  when  Master  Harris  shot  him  dead  in  his  tracks  with 
his  revolver.    The  other  2  pickets  took  to  their  heels.    We  secured  a 
musket  of  1  and  the  horses  of  all.    The  main  body  of  the  command, 
under  my  own  guidance,  then  made  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  point 
for  some  4  miles  inland.    We  met  2  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  and  endeav- 
ored to  capture  them,  but  they  escaped;  1  of  them,  however,  wounded 
by  a  musket-ball.    We  discovered  a  few  rifle-pits  and  a  battery  par- 
tially masked,  but  upon  which  no  guns  had  been  mounted.    Several 
rebel  houses  and  barns  were  burned.    Beyond  this  there  were  no  bat- 
teries or  troops  to  be  found,  except  a  party  of  perhs^s  20  cavalry,  who 
retreated  as  we  advanced.    We  were  informed  that  there  was  a  rebel 
camp  at  Hampstead,  consisting  in  part  of  three  pieces  of  artillery.   Cap- 
tain Street  offered  his  howitzer  and  crew,  but  I  decided  not  to  expose 
my  command  to  too  great  risk,  and  concluded  not  to  attack  the  enemy 
in  his  camp,  some  9  miles  from  the  landing.    A  large  amount  of  forage 
and  grain  was  burned  and  several  horses  belonging  to  the  enemy  were 
captured. 

I  was  also  fortunate  enough  to  secure  Mr.  George  Dent  and  son,  and 
brought  them  as  prisoners  to  this  camp.  We  found  them  armed,  and 
under  circumstances  which  leave  no  doubt  of  their  complicity  with 
treason.  I  shall  transmit  them  to  you,  with  the  papers  found  in  their 
lx>ssession,  as  soon  as  possible.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  bum 
the  woods  on  the  Point,  but  owing  to  their  non-inflammable  nature  at 
this  season,  with  but  qualified  success.  By  this  means,  however,  the 
only  earthworks  on  the  Point  were  unmasked. 

After  having  completed  my  reconnaissance  the  force  was  withdrawn 
in  good  order  to  the  beach  and  re-embarked  on  the  gunboats,  and 
reached  camp  about  1  p.  m.  without  injury  of  any  kind.  A  large  num- 
ber of  negroes  followeil,  some  on  board  the  gunboats,  but  a  majority  in 
a  large  launch,  which  by  some  means  they  had  obtained. 
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I  cannot  oloae  this  report  withoat  again  referring  to  the  valuable  and 
important  servioea  rendered  by  Master  Harris,  of  the  Island  Belle,  and 
Master  Street,  of  the  Daiia.  Both  gentlemen  exerted  themselves  to 
the  utmost  to  render  the  expedition  a  complete  success,  and  all  that 
their  vessels  afforded,  whether  in  men  or  arms,  was  cheerfully  placed  at 
my  disposaL  The  bravery  of  Master  Harris  in  boldly  advancing  as  he 
did  ujxm  the  rebel  pickets  cannot  be  too  highly  spoken  of.  Master  Street 
personally  supervised  the  embarkation  and  landing,  and  the  orderly 
manner  in  which  it  was  accomplished  is  chiefly  due  to  him. 

Of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  regiment  concerned  I  cannot  speak  in 
too  high  terms.  Not  the  slightest  trepidation  was  evinced  by  any,  and 
all  vi€^  with  each  other  in  striving  for  the  posts  of  danger.  Had  we 
met  the  enemy  in  force,  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  the  little  force  with 
me  would,  I  doubt  not,  have  been  still  more  manifest.  I  need  not  par- 
ticularize the  officers  when  all  did  so  well.  It  might*  however,  be  stated 
that  to  Gapt  A.  Wilkinson,  Company  I,  much  of  the  credit  of  arrang- 
ing the  general  plans  of  the  expedition  is  dua  Quartermaster  CVKSI 
and  lieut  Charles  W.  Squier  accompanied  me  as  aides,  also  Mr.  John 
McBiillan,  master's  mate  of  the  Island  Belle. 

The  sucoessftd  expedition  by  so  small  a  force,  and  upon  so  important 
a  point,  cannot  fail  to  have  inspired  the  enemy  with  fear  for  the  large 
portion  of  unprotected  coast  along  the  Potomac,  and  will  not  Ml,  I 
tiiink,  to  canse  them  to  scatter  their  forces  along  the  exposed  points, 
and  thus  prevent  tihem  concentrating  a  large  force  at  any  one  position. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  ob^ient  servant^ 

CHABLSS  E.  GBAHAM. 

OoloneL 

Brig.  Oen.  Daiobl  E.  Sickles, 

Readguarters  Excdtior  Brigade. 


VOVBXBEB  10, 1861 — httm  at  Guyaadotte,  W.  Va. 
Bej^wrt  ofAdjU  J.  C.  Wheeler^  NintJ^  Virginia  Infantry ^  U.  B.  Army. 

COMMOKWEALTH  OP  VlBaiNIA, 

Aiffutant'OeneraPs  Office^  Wheeling.  Navernber  13, 1861. 

The  undersigned,  acyutant  of  the  Ninth  Virginia  Eegiment,  a  new 
regiment  just  forming  at  Guyandotte,  Va.,  would  beg  leave  respectfully 
to  report  that  on  Sunday  evening,  the  10th  instant,  just  after  7  o'clock, 
the  said  regiment,  consisting  6f  only  150  men  yet  in  camp,  was  com- 
pletely surprised  by  700  cavalry,  under  cominand  of  Jenkins,  [Clark- 
son],  the  guerrilla  chief,  and  cut  to  pieces  and  captured,  with  the  loss 
also  of  alK>ut  30  horses,  a  small  stock  of  Government  stores,  and  200 
Enfield  rities.  The  deaid  and  woimded  on  either  side  could  not  be  clearly 
ascertained,  but  supposed  to  be  10  or  12  killed  and  20  or  30  wounded. 
The  enemy  captured  70  prisoners  and  their  loss  in  killed  and  wound^ 
was  equal  to  if  not  greater  than  ours.  They  left  one  of  Hieir  captains 
dead  on  the  street  His  name  was  Hubbell,  or  a  name  similar  in  sound. 
Three  other  dead  bodies  were  found  in  the  street,  and  they  were  seen 
to  throw  several  from  the  Suspension  Bridge  into  the  Guyandotte  Elver, 
killed  by  our  men  while  they  were  crossing  the  bridge ;  besides,  a 


412  OPERATIONS  IN   MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND   W.   VA.        [Chap.  XIV. 

wagon  load  was  hanled  off  in  the  niglit  Thiee  of  onr  dead  were  foond. 
One  was  known  to  have  been  shot  1  mile  above  town,  on  the  bank 
of  the  Ohio  Biver^  and  4  in  crossing.  Several  others  are  missing  and 
supposed  to  be  killed.  Among  the  number  is  Gapt.  G.  B.  Bailey,  of 
Portsmouth,  Ohio,  who  commanded  a  company  under  Colonel  McCook 
at  Vienna  and  Bull  Bun,  and  was  to  have  been  the  lieutenant-colonel 
of  this  regiment.  I  have  since  learned  that  his  body  was  found  in  the 
river  near  the  mouth  of  the  Guyandotte. 

Among  those  taken  prisoner  are  the  Hon.  K.  Y.  Whaley,  member  of 
Congress,  who  was  in  command  of  the  post;  T.  J.  Hayslys,  esq.,  quar- 
termaster-sergeant: Capt.  Uriah  Payne,  of  Ohio,  who  was  one  of  tlie 
first  three  to  plant  tne  American  flag  on  the  walls  of  Monterey,  in  Mexico, 
and  Captain  Boss,  of  Ironton,  an  intelligent  Scotchman.  Captain 
Thomas,  of  Higginsport,  Ohio,  is  supposed  to  be  taken,  and  also  Dr. 
Morris,  of  Ironton,  the  first  surgeon. 

The  enemy  also  arrested  and  carried  off  the  following  Union  citizens, 
after  having  first  taken  and  destroyed  their  property :  William  Dowthit, 
merchant,  and  his  son ;  Dr.  Bouse,  druggist,  who  was  also  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Federal  court ;  Albert  White,  and  perhaps  others.  At 
Barboursville,  the  county  seat  of  the  same  county,  they  captured  John 
W.  Alford,  a  candidate  for  the  legislature ;  Matthew  Thompson,  a  mer- 
chant, whom  they  stripped  of  all  his  goods ;  old  Mr.  Kyle,  a  gunsmith, 
and  Mr.  Morey,  a  tanner. 

The  attack  was  so  sudden  and  unexpected  that  not  more  than  40  of 
our  men  got  into  line  to  resist  them.  Others,  however,  fought  them 
singly,  and  all  who  got  into  the  fight  at  all  exhibited  commendable 
courage  and  contended  against  the  overwhelming  force  with  which  we 
were  surrounded  for  more  than  one  hour,  and  those  only  escaped  who 
were  satisfied  at  the  beginning  of  the  overwhelming  numb^  of  the 
enemy  and  fled  immediately,  except  in  a  few  instances,  where  they  hid 
under  houses  and  log  piles,  and  were  not  discovered.  Some  50  or  60  are 
known  to  have  got  away,  and  perhaps  others  will  yet  come  in. 

The  rebels  held  the  place  until  about  8  o'clock  the  next  morning,  when 
the  steamboat  Boston  came  up  with  about  200  of  the  Fifth  Virginia 
Begiment,  under  Colonel  Zeigler.  They  were  joined  by  a  number  of 
the  Home  Guards  of  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  who  had  assembled  at 
Proctorsville,  opposite,  to  prevent  the  rebels  £rom  landing  in  Ohio, 
which  they  had  threatened  to  do.  On  the  arrival  of  the  Boston  some 
shots  were  fired  from  a  small  cannon  aboard,  sending  a  ball  through  a 
rebel's  brick  house.  The  rebels  immediately  left  on  double-quick  time, 
and  the  hypocritical  secession  citizens,  who  had  been  instrumental  in 
getting  up  the  attack,  came  on  the  bauk  of  the  Ohio  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  white  flags,  which  they  waived  with  great  apparent  earnestness. 
Our  troops  passed  over,  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  retreating  rebels,  whose 
rear  was  still  in  sight,  and  the  armed  citizens  from  Ohio  set  fire  to  the 
town,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  in  value  was  burned  up. 

All  our  papers,  books,  rolls,  &c.,  were  captured. 

BespectfhUy  submitted.  

J.  O.  WHBBLBB. 
Adjutant  Ninth  Virginia  Begiment  of  VoU.y  XT.  S.  Army. 

General  W.  S.  Boseobans. 
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HOVBMBBB  IS,  1861.— BMxmnaiinxioe  to  Pobiek  Ghundi  and  the  Ooooqtian 

Biver,  Virginia. 


No.  L— Brig.  Gen.  Samiiel  P.  Heintseliiuniy  U.  8.  Aimy,  commanding  divialon. 

No.  2. — Brig.  Gen.  Israel  B,  Siehardaon,  U.  S.  Anny,  commanding  brigade. 

No.  3.— <^ol.  Henxy  D.  Terry,  Fifth  Ifioliigan  Infimtey. 

No.  4. — CoL  Samnel  B.  Hayman,  Thirty-seTenth  New  York  In&ntry. 

No.  6.— <:apt.  Fxederiok  Hendrichf  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  6.~Col.  Blnun  G.  Berry,  Fonrth  Blaine  Infantry. 

No.  7.— Capt.  Henry  B.  Todd,  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  &— Lient.  John  Ennis,  Fiist  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Bej^ort  of  Brig.  Oen.  Samuel  P.  Heintzelmanj  U,  8.  Armtfj  commanding 

division. 

Headquabtebs  of  Division, 

Fort  Lyon^  November  13, 1861. 

Genebax  :  The  enemy  having  made  a  demonstration  against  our  pick- 
ets on  the  11th  instant,  I  sent  out  two  small  parties  of  oavaliy  to  recon- 
noiter.  On  their  retofn  I  received  a  report  that  the  rebels,  with  400 
cavalry  and  two  regiments  of  infantry,  were  encamped  near  Pohick 
Church.  Believing  I  could  disperse  them,  I  telegraphed  to  the  com- 
manding general,  and  was  authorized  to  prepare  an  expedition. 

On  the  12th  instant,  at  3  a.  m.,  CU^neial  Bichardson's  brigade,  with 
Company  G  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry  [First  New  York],  and  Captain 
Thompson's  and  Captain  Eandolph's  oatteries  of  artillery,  advanced 
upon  Pohick  Church  by  the  Telegraph  road,  followed  an  hour  later  by 
General  Jameson's  brigade,  and  Company  E,  Lincoln  Cavalry.  The  in- 
structioos  I  gave  were  for  General  Bichsu*dson  to  divide  his  brigade  at 
Potters  house,  just  beyond  Piney  Bun,  he  to  follow  the  Telegraph  road, 
and  the  other  two  regiments,  with  a  battery  and  company  of  cavalry, 
to  cross  to  Accotiuk,  and  reach  Pohick  Church  by  the  Accotink  ana 
Pohick  continuation  of  the  Alexandria  turnpike,  so  to  time  his  march 
as  to  have  both  columns  reach  the  church  at  the  same  moment.  G^i- 
eral  Jameson's  brigade  followed  an  hour  later  on  the  Telegraph  road, 
as  a  reserve. 

I  left  headquarters  at  daylight,  and  overtook  the  advance  where  they 
were  halted,  a  short  distance  this  side  the  church.  We  soon  ascer- 
tained that  the  rebel  cavalry  had  left,  having  encami)ed  at  the  church 
the  night  before.  We  advanced  and  occupied  the  ground,  and  sent 
out  parties  on  the  different  roads.  The  regiments  under  Colonel  Hay- 
man  took  the  road  to  Colchester.  There  were  no  signs  of  the  enemy 
having  been  recently  in  that  vicinity,  nor  were  there  any  indications 
of  their  occupying  the  opposite  bank  of  thCfOccoquan  at  that  point. 
Colonel  Terry,  who  commanded  the  troops  which  followed  the  Tele- 
graph road  to  Mrs.  Violet's,  learned  that  the  enemy's  pickets  had  left 
tibere  two  hours  before.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Occoquan  there 
was  seen  a  small  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  evidently  apprised  of 
our  advance.  The  cavalry  pickets  on  the  road  towards  Elzey's  had 
also  retreated  very  recently.  Having  ascertained  these  fkcts,  the  troops 
returned  to  their  camp. 
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I  am  mach  gratiAed  with  the  spirit,  zeal,  and  aotiYity  displayed  by 
the  troops.  We  were  five  hoars  at  Pohick  Church.  The  main  hody 
marched  22  miles,  and  the  regiments  which  were  poshed  forward  to 
the  Occoqnan  aboat  30.    All  were  back  to  their  camps  by  9  p.  m. 

Colonel  Berry's  regiment  of  General  Sedgwick's  brigade,  with  Cap- 
tain Todd's  company  of  Lincoln  Cavalry,  marched  at  4  a.  m.  on  the 
Old  Fairfax  road  to  halt  at  the  Accotink,  and  push  forward  a  recon- 
naissance as  far  as  the  Pohick.  (Colonel  Berry.  I  think,  has  mistaken 
FairjQftz  Station  for  either  Springfield  or  Burke's  Station ;  the  latter  is 
the  more  probable.  On  the  second  page  of  his  report  he  says  he  took 
the  road  towards  Pohick  Church.  He  should  have  followed  the  Old 
Fairfax  road  as  far  as  the  Pohick.) 

By  taking  the  road  towards  Pohick  Church  his  scouts  came  in  sight 
of  our  troops  in  advance  of  the  church,  and  mistook  them  for  the 
enemy  drilling.  Our  skirmishers  saw  them,  and  reported  the  rebel 
cavalry  and  infantry  on  that  road.  I  advanced  a  force  to  meet  them, 
but  after  sending  forward  no  one  could  be  discovered,  and  the  troops 
were  withdrawn. 

Of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry.  Sergeant  O'Brien  is  killed ;  Bugler  Denton 
mortally  wounded,  since  dead;  Private  Miller  wounded,  missing;  Pri- 
vate Mitchell  wounded,  slightly;  Captain  Todd  missing;  Private  John- 
son missing,  and  7  horses  missing. 

This  loss  was  sustained  from  the  negligence  of  the  officers  of  this 
cavalry  in  permitting  their  men  to  straggle  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  and  to  plunder. 

The  rebels  evidently  occupy  several  points  on  the  railroad  in  force ; 
have  a  cavalry  station  at  or  near  Elzey's  and  Sangster's  Cross-Beads, 
and  a  force  at  Wolf  Bun  Shoals. 

I  was  accompanied  and  assisted  by  Captain  Moses  and  Lieutenant 
Hunt  of  my  staff,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Schickfhss  and  Captain  Otto, 
of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry. 

The  reports  of  the  different  commanders  are  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  HEDTTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divisunu 

Oeneral  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Washington* 


No.  2. 


Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Israel  B.  Biehardsonj  U.  8.  Army^  eommamdJmg 

brigade. 

Headquabtebs  Biohabdson's  Bbioadb, 

Camp  near  Fort  Lyon^  November  13, 1861. 

Oenebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  pursuance  of  your 
orders  I  left  this  camp  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  yesterday,  the  12th  of  Novem- 
ber, with  my  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Second,  Third,  and  Fifth  Michi- 
gan Eegiments,  and  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Begiment,  for  the 
purpose  of  advancing  to  Pohick  Church,  and  of  dislodging  the  enemy, 
who  were  reported  to  be  at  that  place  in  force.  The  brigade  was  accom- 
panied by  two  batteries  of  field  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Thomp- 
son, U.  S.  Army ;  also  a  squadron  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry. 
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Od  arriviDff  at  Potter's,  on  the  Telegraph  road  to  BIchmoBd,  distant 
from  Pohick  Church  3  miles,  I  detacbc^i  Colonel  Hayman,  of  the  Thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Begiment,  in  command  of  that  regiment^  and  the 
Third  Michigan  Eegiment,  and  one  battery,  ordering  him  to  take  the  road 
to  Accotink  village,  and,  crossing  the  stream,  to  proceed  towards  Po- 
hick Charch,  I  mys^f  moving  on  with  the  two  remaining  regiments  and 
Captain  Thompson's  battery  and  a  company  of  cavalry  on  the  Telegraph 
road  to  Accotink  Creek,  distant  1  mile  from  Pohick  Chnrch,  and  tliere 
halted,  sending  forward  my  aide,  Captain  Norvell,  with  a  cavalry  com- 
pany, to  reconnoiter.  That  officer  proceeded  towards  the  church,  and 
in  a  short  time  reported  to  me  that  there  was  no  enemy  at  that  place.  I 
moved  the  command  into  the  village  and  occupied  it  General  Heintzel- 
man  came  up  about  the  same  time,  and  directed  me  as  soon  as  Colonel 
Hayman's  command  arrived  to  send  forward  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
Colchester  road,  and  also  on  the  Telegraph  road  as  far  as  the  Occoquan, 
unless  we  fell  in  with  the  enemy's  pickets. 

General  Jameson's  brigade,  which  had  been  ordered  up  as  a  reserve, 
arrived  soon  after  the  general.  Colonel  Hayman  arrived  at  about  11 
o'clock  a.  m.,  some  two  hours  after  I  had  occupied  the  village,  and  I 
directed  him  to  make  the  reconnaissance  to  Colchester  with  his  regi- 
ment and  a  company  of  cavaky,  and  also  directed  Colonel  Terry,  of  the 
Fifth  Michigan  Begiment,  to  make  the  reconnaissance  to  Occoquan 
with  his  regiment,  four  pieces  of  Captain  Thompson's  battery,  and  a 
comi)any  of  cavalry.  Both  those  commands  returned  at  about  3  (^clock 
p.  m.  without  having  fiaJlen  in  with  the  enemy,  Colons  Terry  recon- 
noitering  as  far  as  the  Occoquan  Biver. 

Having  followed  out  your  instructions  I  returned  to  camp  with  my 
brigade,  which  arrived  at  about  9  o'clock  ii.  m.,  after  a  march  of  35  miles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  B.  BICHABDSON, 
SHgadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Siehardscn^s  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen«  8.  P.  Heintzelhan. 

P.  S. — ^Please  find  herewith  inclosed  the  reports  of  Colonels  Terry 
and  Hayman. 


1^0.  3. 

JBeport  of  CoL  Henry  D.  Terry ^  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Fifth  Begihent  Michigan  Infantry, 
Cam'p  Lyon^  near  Alexandria^  Fa.,  November  12, 1861, 

General  :  In  pursuance  of  your  orders,  received  this  morning  through 
Captain  Norvell,  at  Pohick  Church,  I  at  once  proceeded  with  the  Fifth 
Michigan  Begiment,  four  pieces  of  Captain  Thompson's  battery,  and  a 
squadron  of  cavalry,  upon  the  Bichmond  Telegraph  road  towards  Occo- 
quan. After  advancing  half  a  mile  I  detached  Companies  E  and  K  of 
&e  infantry  as  skirmishers,  and  sent  them  forward  half  a  mile  in  advance, 
when  the  column  moved  on  to  within  1^  miles  of  Occoquan,  to  a  point 
where  a  road  puts  off  from  the  Telegraph  road  to  Sangster's  Station,  and 
near  the  residence  of  Mrs.  Violet.  I  Uien  ascertained  the  fact  that  four 
cavalry  pickets  stationed  there  had  left  about  two  hours  before  on  the 
Sangster's  Station  road.  Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  advance  the  col- 
umn farther,  I  threw  out  skirmishers  towards  Occoquan  and  Sangster's 
Station,  and  ascertained  as  the  result  that  at  Occoquan  village  there 
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was  a  small  cavsJry  force,  probably  less  than  a  company,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  infantry,  not  exceeding^  should  jndge,  five  companies. 

Abont  half  a  mile  west  of  Mrs.  Violet's,  on  the  Sangstei's  Station  road, 
a  cavalry  picket  post  was  discovered,  apparently  jost  deserted,  with  the 
camp-fires  still  bnming,  idiowing  that  they  had  retired  westward.  From 
information  received  from  varions  sources,  the  enemy  has  a  cavalry 
camp  at  Sangster's  Cross-Boads,  about  3  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the 
station. 

Having  ascertained  these  facts,  I  returned  with  the  command  to  Po- 
hick  Church. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

H.  D.  TBBEY, 
CoUmd  Fifth  Miehiga^i  I^fantry^  Commanding  Beaonnatsminoe. 

Brigadier-Gleneral  Biohabdson. 


No.  4. 

EepM-t  of  Col.  Samuel  B.  ffaymany  Thirty-ioventh  New  York  Iitfcmtry. 

Hdqbs.  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 

Bichardson^s  Brigade^  November  13, 1861. 

Captain:  In  compliance  with  the  general's  direction,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant 
at  3  o'clock,  and  followed  the  brigade  in  rear  of  the  Fifth  Michigan 
Volunteers  until  reaching  the  cross-road  leading  to  Accotink  Village. 
Here  I  was  assigned  the  command  of  the  Third  Michigan,  under  Uie 
immediate  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stevens ;  a  battery  of  Rhode 
Island  artillery,  under  command  of  Captain  Randolph,  and  a  squad  of 
cavalry,  in  addition  to  my  own  regiment,  and  instructed  to  proceed  to 
the  rear  of  Pohick  Church.  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke,  of 
the  Thirty-seventh  New  York,  to  deploy  skirmishers  to  his  front  and 
right  and  to  march  in  advance.  The  Rhode  Island  Battery  followed  the 
Thirty-seventh  and  the  Third  Michigan.  My  command  followed  the 
cross-road  to  Accotink  Village,  where  I  procured  a  guide,  who  conducted 
it  within  half  a  mile  of  its  destination,  when,  becoming  suspicious  of 
his  good  faith,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  O'Beime,  of  the  Thirty-sevenUi 
New  York,  to  reconnoiter  the  road.  Just  as  he  rendered  his  report  an 
order  reached  me  from  the  general  to  join  him  by  the  road  leading  to  ^e 
front  of  the  church.  On  reaching  the  church  I  was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  my  own  regiment  and  a  few  cavalry  on  the  Colchester  road,  in  the 
direction  of  Occoquan  River,  ''to  feel  the  enemy's  pickets;  if  fired  upon, 
to  return  and  not  to  cross  the  stream."  I  followed  the  road  to  CNsco- 
quan  without  finding  an  enemy,  and  then  returned  to  Pohick  Church 
and  thence  to  my  camp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  HAYMAN, 
Colonel  Thirty-seventh  Begimenty  Commanding, 

Oapt  J.  M.   NORVELL, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Bichardson^s  Brigade. 
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No.  5 
Report  of  Capt  Frederick  ffendrich^  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

By  order  of  Lientenant-Golonel  Von  Schickfoss,  I  left  our  camp  at 
2.30  o'clock  a.  m.  to  join  the  reconnoitering  party  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Bichardson.  My  command  consisted  of  Companies 
G  and  E,  Lincoln  Cavalry,  all  together  112  men,  with  5  commissioned 
officers  and  117  horses. 

On  reaching  the  brigade  of  General  Eichardson,  I  was  ordered  to 
march  in  the  rear  of  the  brigade.  Half  way  to  Pohiok  Church  a  detach- 
ment, under  Lieutenant  Kryniski^  was  detailed  to  join  Colonel  Hay- 
man's  column,  marching  to  our  left  flank.  One  mile  this  side  Pohick 
Choroh  General  Richanison  ordered  me  by  his  adjutant  as  advance 
guard  through  the  wood,  which  I  did,  20  men  as  skirmishers  ahead. 
Skirmishers  of  infantry  were,  after  my  opinion,  absolutely  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  but  by  inquiring  of  the  general  I  could  not  procure  them. 

After  reaching  Pohick  Church  I  sent  some  pickets  out  to  three  differ- 
ent directions,  and  joined  afterwards,  not  meeting  the  enemy  there,  the 
column  marching  in  the  center.  That  column  returned  at  3  o'clock,  and 
I  was  dismissed  by  the  colonel  commanding.  On  tiie  way  home  I  found 
the  whole  road  scattered  with  soldiers  irom  different  regiments,  halloo- 
ing and  shooting,  and  so  the  bi^ls  came  over  our  heads  and  reached  just 
our  camp,  where  one  horse  of  my  company  was  wounded. 

At  6  <i'olock  p.  m.  we  were  at  home  safe,  without  missing  a  man  or 
horse. 

FREDERICK  HENDRICH, 
Captain  Company  O,  Lincoln  Cavalry. 


No.  6. 
Report  of  CoL  Hiram  O.  Berry^  Fourth  Maine  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Foubth  Regiment  Maine  Yolunteebs, 

November  12.  1861. 

« 

Snt:  In  conformity  to  your  orders  [following],  I  left  camp  with  my 
regiment  at  precisely  4  o'clock  this  morning,  ana  proceeded  on  the  road 
to  the  Accotink  Creek.  At  4.30  o'clock  I  was  joined  by  Captain  Todd 
and  some  40-odd  men  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry.  We  passed  our  outer  line 
of  pickets,  halted,  loaded  the  guns,  and  hove  out  a  ftiU  company  of  skir- 
mishers in  advance  and  on  the  flanks.  In  this  manner  we  proceeded  care- 
fcilly  along  the  Old  Fairfax  road,  examining  all  cross-roads  minutely. 
We  found  no  signs  of  the  rebels  having  been  on  this  side  of  the  Acco- 
tink in  force  for  some  four  or  five  weeks.  Large  bush  tent  accommoda- 
tions were  discovered  on  the  road  leading  from  Fairfax  Station  to  Acco- 
tink, sufficient  to  accommodate  at  least  10  full  regiments;  these  tents 
bore  the  appearance  of  having  been  deserted  some  four  or  five  weeks 
since. 

We  arrived  at  Accotink  about  9  o'clock  and  halted.  After  making  a 
careftil  reconnaissance  of  the  creek  and  hills  surrounding,  I  ordered  my 
skirmishers  across,  followed  by  2  more  companies  of  riflemen.  I  ordered 
my  main  body  to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  creek^  in  conformity  with 
your  instructions.  I  crossed  with  the  cavalry  in  this  manner.  We  pro- 
ceeded carefully  along  for  2  miles  to  the  road  leading  from  Burke's 

27  B  B  —VOL  V 
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Station  to  Pohick.  This  road  bore  the  marks  of  recent  extensive  travel. 
I  halted,  and  whilst  making  a  careful  survey^  my  skirmishers  sent  in  3 
men,  evidently  farmers.  On  qnestioning  them  minutely  I  learned  that 
a  large  force  of  infantry  was  encamped  on  this  road,  and  about  2  miles 
on  my  right,  estimated  by  them  to  be  fully  5,000.  They  also  informed  me 
that  that  was  the  main  traveled  road  for  the  rebels  between  Burke's  Sta- 
tion and  the  Pohick.  I  therefore  placed  a  small  body  of  men  here  at  the 
junction  in  the  woods.  Betaining  the  prisoners,  I  proceeded  on  some 
three-fourths  of  a  mile,  halted  my  men,  and  instructed  Captain  Todd  to 
take  his  cavalry  and  make  a  personal  reconnaissance  towards  Pohick 
Church.  He  did  so,  and  reported  that  the  enemy  were  drilling  a  cavalry 
and  in&ntry  force  some  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  advance.  Not  hear- 
ing anything  from  the  force  sent  down  by  the  other  road,  and  as  it  was 
evident  that  we  were  in  the  vicinity  of  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  who 
controlled  roads  in  my  rear,  I  deemed  it  best  under  the  instructions  I 
received  to  return  to  the  Accofink  and  halt  and  give  my  men  their 
dinner.  I  therefore  ordered  the  cavalry  in,  and  also  faced  about  my 
skirmishers  and  the  column,  and  came  back  to  Accotink. 

Captain  Todd  informed  me  a  few  minutes  after  that  some  of  his  com- 
pany were  still  out,  and  that  he  would  go  out  and  bring  them  in.  I 
said  to  him  I  should  take  a  iK>sition  near  the  top  of  the  hill  controlling 
a  cross-road  and  await  his  arrival.  I  moved  my  regiment  into  a  proper 
position,  hove  out  sentries,  and  awaited  the  captain's  arrival.  Alter 
waiting  an  hour  or  more  we  heard  the  reports  of  some  three  or  four 
guns.  In  a  few  minutes  3  of  the  absent  men  came  in,  2  wounded  and 
1  unhurt,  all  3  having  plunder  strapped  on  their  horses,  consisting  of  a 
side-saddle,  bedclothes,  &c.  On  questioning  them  I  found  they  had 
been  wandering  in  all  directions  and  plundering  the  inhabitants.  £ 
therefore  concluded  that  the  persons  robbed  had  fired  upon  them. 
Knowing  the  enemy  to  be  near  in  force,  and  thinking  it  most  likely  that 
they  had  been  made  aware  of  our  presence  through  the  indiscretions  of 
these  wandering  men,  I  concluded,  as  the  object  of  my  reconnaissance 
had  been  accomplished,  to  return  to  camp.  The  lieutenant  command- 
ing the  cavalry  company  informs  me  that  the  captain  lb  absent  and  4 
men. 

Bespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  G.  BERRY, 
Colonel  Fourth  Maine  VolunUen. 

William  D.  Sbdowick, 

Amatant  A^utatU-Oenercdy  Uighth  Brigade, 


Headquabtebs  Sbdowick's  Bbigadb, 

Camp  Socket^  November  11, 1861. 

CoLONBL :  In  pursuance  of  orders  fit>m  the  general  commanding  the 
division,  you  will  take  your  entire  regiment,  leaving  only  a  sufficient 
number  to  take  care  of  the  tents,  and,  omitting  to  send  the  detail  here- 
tofore ordered  for  work  on  the  fort,  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Old 
Fairfax  road  as  far  as  the  Accotink,  there  to  halt,  and  push  forward  a 
detachment  to  reconnoiter  as  far  as  the  Pohick,  if  it  is  found  safe,  taking 
care  to  observe  well  the  roads  on  the  right  flank,  it  having  been  reported 
that  400  rebel  cavalry  were  to-day  at  Accotink  and  that  two  regiments 
were  about  to  encamp  at  Pohick  Church.  Oeneral  Heintzelman  will 
send  out  a  force  upon  the  roads  on  our  left  leading  to  Pohick  Church. 
You  will  take  a  day's  rations  in  the  haversacks  of  the  men,  and  will 
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retnm  in  the  evMiing,  and  apon  jonr  retnni  make  yonr  report  to  theae 
headquarters.    Yoa  will  be  aocompaoied  or  followed  by  a  company  of 
the  Lincoln  Cavalry. 
By  onier  of  Brigadier-General  Sedgwick: 

WM.  D.  SEDGWICK, 
AMiittant  A4iutant'0eneriiL 
Colonel  Bebbt,  Fourth  Matne. 


Ko.  7. 
Report  of  Capt  Henry  B,  Todd^  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

BiGHMOND,  Ya.,  November  21, 1861. 

Dear  Sie  :  Noticing  in  a  Bichmond  paper  of  this  date  an  extract 
from  a  Washington  paper,  in  which  the  reconnaissance  made  by  the 
troops  under  your  command  of  November  12  is  mentioned,  and  feeling 
that  injustice  is  done  me  in  said  report^  I  wish  to  state  to  you  the  fact& 
so  that  I  may  be  exonerated  from  blame  or  want  of  proper  caution.  I 
with  my  company  of  cavalry  accompaoied  Colonel  Berry's  command. 
After  crossing  Accotink  Bun,  at  Colonel  Berry's  request  I  threw  out 
my  company  as  vedettes,  100  feet  apart,  in  advance  of  the  infantry.  I 
soon  joined  the  advanced  vedettes,  and  proceeded  cautiously  until  we 
came  in  sight  of  a  body  of  cavalry  and  infantry  about  1  mile  in  advance 
and  a  little  on  our  left.  I  then  halted  my  men,  who  were  hid  firom  ob- 
servation  by  some  woods,  and  ordered  them  to  remain  as  they  were,  under 
a  lieutenant,  until  I  communicated  with  Colonel  Berry.  I  proceeded 
immediately  to  him  and  reported,  when  we  both  started  to  make  a  more 
thorough  reconnaissance,  but  before  reaching  the  spot  where  I  had  left 
my  advance  we  met  the  lieutenant  and  men  galloping  in.  and  saying 
that  the  skirmishers  of  the  enemy  were  close  upon  them,  out  had  not 
yet  seen  them.  Colonel  Berry  then  showed  me  his  written  instructions, 
and  I  coincided  with  him  that  we  should  fully  carry  them  out  by  retir- 
ing, which  we  immediately  did,  across  Accotink  Bun,  where  we  rested. 
When  forming  to  start  for  camp  I  found  7  of  my  men  absent  (my  ad- 
vanced vedettes),  who  had  not  received  notice  to  come  in  from  the  lieu- 
tenant. Humanity  forbade  me  to  go  and  leave  them^  and  with  Colonel 
Berry's  consent  I  returned  for  them,  and  in  returning  with  them  we 
were  fired  on  from  an  ambush  nearer  camp  than  the  place  from  which 
I  parted  with  Colonel  Berry.  I  earnestly  request  you  will  consult 
Colonel  Berry,  and  I  am  confident  he  will  confirm  my  statement  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  him..  My  men  had  not  straggled  at  all,  and  were  per- 
fectly obedient  to  orders.  Please  to  do  me  justice  in  this  matter,  and 
my  imprisonment,  &c.,  will  be  much  lightened.  Sergeant  O'Brien  is 
not  dead,  but  a  prisoner,  as  are  also  Privates  Miller,  Johnson,  and 
Trowbridge. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

HENBY  B.  TODD, 
Captain  Company  B^  Lincoln  Cavalry, 

General  Heintzeldian. 

[Indonement.] 

Headquarters  Division, 
Fort  Lyon^  December  9, 1861. 

I  have  seen  Colonel  Berry,  Fourth  Maine  Begiment.    On  the  return 
of  the  troops  to  the  Accotink  7  of  the  cavalry  were  absent    Captain 


420  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.  VA.,   AlfD  W.  VA.       [Ciu». 

Todd  then  started  to  bring  them  in ;  after  waiting  more  than  an  honr  3 
of  the  missing  men  came  in,  1  mortally  wonnded,  and  all  with  plunder 
on  their  horses.  All  the  evidence  goes  to  show  that  these  men  wei'e 
fired  upon  by  the  persons  whom  they  had  plundered,  as  the  country 
had  been  thoroughly  examined  and  no  enemy  seen.  The  4  men  takeu 
prisoners  make  up  the  7  that  were  missing. 
Bespectfully  forwarded. 

8.  P.  HBINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding^ 


liTo.  8. 
Beport  of  Lieut  John  Ennisj  First  New  York  Cavalry, 

Camp  Sohiokfuss,  Va.,  November  13,  1861. 

Yesterday  a  reconnaissance  was  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Occoquan 
Creek.  Captain  Todd's  company  (B),  of  the  Second  Division,  Lincoln 
Cavalry,  was  detached  to  accompany  Colonel  Berry,  of  the  Fourth  Begi- 
ment  Maine  Volunteers,  being  under  instructions  Irom  General  Heint- 
zelman's  command,  the  extent  of  which  only  was  to  ascertain  the  prox- 
imity and  position  of  the  Confederate  forces,  to  avoid  a  collision  with 
them  if  possible,  and  yet  not  allow  themselves  to  be  cut  off.  The 
troops  formed  early  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded  in  the  direction  of 
the  creek  and  Burke's  Station,  the  infantry  at  the  same  time  makini^ 
vigilant  skirmish  the  whole  way.  On  reaching  the  creek  the  column 
halted  to  reconnoiter,  and  having  satisfied  themselves  of  the  absence 
of  rebels,  crossed  the  creek  and  marched  3  miles,  when  Captain  Todd 
obtained  permission  to  lead  with  a  detachment  from  his  company  of  14 
men  to  skirmish,  leaving  the  remainder  in  command  of  First  Lieuten- 
ant Ennis,  who  follow^  up  with  his  men  in  single  file,  each  at  some 
distance  apart,  the  infantry  meanwhile  skirmishing  through  the  woods. 

On  attaining  an  open  space  at  what  api>eared  to  be  the  extremity  of 
the  woods  the  column  was  signaled  to  halt,  in  consequence  of  a  body 
of  cavalry  being  seen  on  the  adjacent  fields  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  us.  These  appeared  to  number  about  400  men.  Captain  Todd, 
having  taken  as  much  observation  as  was  necessary  to  know  their 
being  rebels,  hastened  to  report  to  the  colonel  commanding,  leaving^ 
his  detachment  there  to  watch  their  movements,  Lieutenant  Ennis  tak- 
ing his  place  at  the  head  of  the  company  in  the  absence  of  the  captain 
while  reporting.  On  going  forward  he  met  the  guide,  reporting  to  have 
seen  24  infantrymen  crossing  the  fields  below,  they  evidently  moving^ 
in  a  direction  to  cut  our  troops  off,  and  having  assured  himself  on 
observation  such  to  be  the  case,  hastened  to  consult  the  colonel  and 
Captain  Todd,  when  it  was  decided  to  retreat  to  the  creek,  then  make 
a  stand.  The  captain  meanwhile  left  his  detachment  on  their  gnajd 
until  further  orders,  while  the  remainder  of  his  company  retreated  with 
the  infantry  to  the  creek,  when  they  halted,  reconnoitered  awhile,  until 
it  was  satisfiEtctory  that  there  were  no  rebels  this  side  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  therefore  the  column  was  ordered  to  march  home.  Captain 
Todd  in  the  mean  time  having  sent  a  man  to  relieve  those  left  behind, 
but  neither  of  them  returning,  repaired  thither  himself.  The  colonel 
commanding,  finding  that  the  captain  and  his  men  had  not  returned, 
halted  to  await  him  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  placing  the  cavalry  on  the 
several  turns  of  the  road  so  as  to  commanicate  in  case  the  enemy  should 
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approach,  when  in  a  short  time  Bome  oaTalrymen  were  seen  ridiog  at 
full  speed,  a  volley  being  heard  previously  very  distinctly  from  where 
they  stood,  which  is  supposed  to  be  about  1  mile  ih>m  tiie  Occoqoan 
Creek.  Two  of  the  men  were  severely  woanded,  1  of  whom  has  since 
died.  The  colonel,  not  wishing  to  exceed  the  general's  command,  or- 
dered the  column  forward.  Since  then  5  of  Oaptain  Todd's  skirmii^ers 
have  returned  to  their  quarters;  the  captain  and  the  others  are  still 
misaiDg. 

JOHN  ENNIS, 
Firtt  Lieutenantj  Acting  Coptom  Oampainy  B. 


VOTEXBEB  14, 186L— Jkflldr  at  the  month  of  Kattawoman  Creek,  Mary- 

laiuL 


No.  1. — ^Brig.  Oen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  8.  Aimy. 

No.  2. — ^Lieat.  CoL  George  D.  WelU,  First  Maasaohaaetta  InfiEuitry. 

No.  3. — ^Laeut.  Adelbert  Amee,  Fifth  U.  8.  ArtillaEy. 

No.  1. 
Beport  of  Brig.  Om.  Jos^h  Hooker ^  Z7.  8.  Army. 

HSADQUABTEBS  HoOKEB'S  DIVISION, 

Camp  Bakery  Lower  PotomaCy  Md,j  November  14, 1861. 

Obnebal  :  The  right  of  my  camp  was  enlivened  to-day  by  a  spirited 
contest  for  a  prize  in  the  shai)e  of  a  schooner  freighted  with  wood.  She 
had  attempted  to  ascend  the  river  under  easy  sail,  when  the  wind  failed 
her  opposite  the  mouth  of  Mattawomau  Creek.  Her  condition  was 
soon  remarked  by  the  rebels,  and  at  once  a  light  battery  was  drawn 
up  at  Cockpit  Point  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  her.  This  alarmed  the 
crew,  and  they  doused  anchor  and  made  for  our  shore.  As  soon  as 
this  was  communicated  to  me  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wells  to 
proceed  to  the  point  of  interest  with  a  battalion  of  the  First  Begiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Getty  to  dis- 
patch a  section  of  his  battery  to  prevent  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels  to  capture  the  vessel.  Both  of  these  commands  literally  flew  to 
their  positions,  but  did  not  reach  them  until  after  the  rebels  had  boarded 
the  schooner  and  set  fire  to  her.  A  few  of  the  infantry  immediately 
manned  a  small  boat  at  hand,  boarded  the  schooner,  extinguished  the 
Hre,  and  then  up  anchor  and  towed  her  beyond  the  reach  of  danger. 

I  am  informed  by  those  who  witnessed  this  exploit — and  there  were 
many  spectators  on  both  shores  of  the  Potomac — ^that  it  was  executed 
with  an  air  of  true  heroism.  Those  engaged  with  the  battery  are  no 
less  deserving  of  my  commendation.  Of  itself  it  is  an  affair  of  no 
importance ;  as  an  expression  of  the  feeling  animating  our  troops  it  is 
full  of  significance. 

I  Inclose  herewith  the  reports  of  the  officers  most  interested,  as  they 
will  furnish  details  which  1  cannot  transcribe. 

Not  anticipating  that  we  would  be  able  to  remove  the  schooner  from 
her  perilous  situation,  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the  officer  com- 
manding the  flotilla^  in  whose  presence  almost  tlus  event  happened, 
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leqnestiDg  tbat  a  tag  migbt  be  dispatebed  to  ber  relief;  bnt  tbe  schooner 
was  removed  before  tbe  dispatcb  could  bave  been  delivered. 

In  view  of  Liverpool  Point  becoming  the  landing  point  of  my  sup- 
plies, 1  bave  given  directions  for  some  scows  lying  at  Maiyland  Point 
to  be  seized,  and  have  requested  tbe  commanding  officer  of  the  Second 
Division  of  tbe  flotilla  to  have  them  taken  in  tow  and  delivered  to  my 
pickets  at  Liverpool  Point.  I  bave  experienced  some  difficulty  and 
more  delay  in  discharging  freight,  from  my  omission  to  take  this  pre- 
caution in  Mattawoman  Creek.  I  request  that  six  wagons  may  be  sent 
to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Getty  for  tbe  use  of  his  three  batteries.  It  is 
impossible  for  tbe  teams  now  with  him  to  haul  his  forage  and  provisions. 
1  also  request  that  a  box  of  signal  rockets  may  be  forwarded  for  the 
pickets  at  Sandy  Point,  tbat  I  may,  in  case  tbe  Page  should  attempt  to 
escape  at  night,  convey  tbe  Information  to  tbe  flotilla  below. 

The  enemy  appear  to  be  increasing  in  numbers  immediately  in  my 
front  It  may  be  tbe  affair  of  tbe  schooner  caused  more  of  them  to 
show  themselves. 

The  weather  is  unfovorable  for  the  ascension  of  the  balloon.  It  is 
now  in  tbe  vicinity  of  the  Posey  house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  JDiviHan, 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut  Ool.  George  D.  WeUSy  First  Mcteeaehueette  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Fibbt  Beo^t  Massachusetts  Volvnteebs, 

Oamp  Hooker^  MaryUmd^  November  14, 1861. 

Sib  :  This  morning,  at  8  o'clock,  three  guns  opened  from  the  other 
shore,  about  a  mile  above  Shipping  Point,  on  a  schooner  lying  off  Stump 
Neck,  apparently  becalmed  or  at  anchor.  At  his  own  suggestion.  Lieu- 
tenant Candler,  with  2  men,  was  sent  by  me  to  ascertain  the  result  of 
tbe  firing  and  the  iK>8ition  of  the  batteries.  He  found  the  schooner, 
deserted  by  her  crew,  at  anchor  within  full  range  of  the  batteries  and 
without  any  protection  against  capture  from  the  other  shore.  She  had 
been  bit  three  times,  but  was  not  damaged.  He  sent  a  report  of  these 
facts  to  me,  and  I  directed  Lieutenant  Boberts,  of  Company  H,  to  cross 
the  creek  with  20  men  and  proceed  by  land  for  her  protection.  He 
had  hardly  embarked  when  word  was  brought  from  the  lookout  on  tbe 
hill  that  a  small  boat  with  12  men  had  left  the  opposite  shore  and  a 
large  barge  full  of  men  was  preparing  to  start.  Uncertain  by  which 
route  she  could  be  reached  first,  I  sent  Captain  Smith,  with  Company 
B,  over  the  neck,  and  Captain  Baldwin,  with  Company  E,  and  Captaiu 
Wild,  with  a  part  of  Company  A,  with  aireotions  to  cross  the  creek  and 
then  divide,  one  to  land  at  tbe  point  and  hurry  to  the  vessel,  tbe  other 
to  go  around  the  point  by  water.  I  also  notified  Colonel  Getty,  who 
immediately  dispatched  two  lO-pounder  Parrotts  to  the  scene.  The 
small  boat  reached  the  schooner,  boarded  her,  set  fire  to  her,  and  left. 
Lieutenant  Boberis  came  up  and  met  Lieutenant  Candler  just  as  the 
enemy  were  boarding. 

They  were  soon  joined  by  Captain  Baldwin  and  Captain  Adams  with 
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a  party  of  Company  F,  doing  gnard  duty  at  Posey's  house.  A  brisk 
fire  was  opened  from  the  shore,  bnt  the  distance  was  great  and  the 
enemy  well  protected  by  the  schooner.  Only  2  were  seen  to  fall.  The 
flames  were  under  fall  headway,  ponring  oat  of  the  hatchways,  and  the 
rebel  boat  nearly  to  the  other  shore  before  Captain  Wild  came  round  the 
point  in  the  First  Begiment  barge,  with  detachments  from  Companies 
A  and  £•  He  pulled  direct  for  the  schooner,  boarded  her,  threw  off  her 
deck  load  of  wood,  cut  through  the  deck,  and  extinguished  the  fire; 
then  weighed  anchor,  set  the  jib  and  flying-jib  to  catch  the  little  breeze 
stirring,  and,  towing  in  his  boat-,  took  her  ap  the  river  some  distance 
and  gave  her  in  charge  of  one  of  the  flotilla.  Just  as  the  schooner  was 
getting  under  headway  our  artillery  came  up  and  opened  upon  the 
enemy,  silencing  their  batteries  at  the  first  fire.  Until  their  arrival  a 
continaous  cannnonade  was  kept  up  from  the  opposite  shore,  and  our 
men  have  brought  away  many  specimens  of  their  shot. 

After  Captain  Wild's  boat  came  in  sight  their  attention  was  directed 
from  the  men  on  shore  to  her.  Eighty-five  shots  were  fired  between 
this  time  and  the  cessation  of  fire.  The  shot  aimed  at  the  boat  went 
over,  striking  the  water  between  it  and  the  shore.  The  range  on  the 
schooner  was  very  good  and  the  shots  were  veiy  dose.  While  our 
men  were  on  boiurd  four  shots  went  through  the  sails,  one  cut  the  main- 
stay, and  a  percussion  shell,  striking  the  main-saU,  exploded,  scattering 
the  fragments  on  both  sides  of  the  vesseL  Providentially  no  one  was 
injured.  In  all  the  enemy  have  wasted  at  least  250  rounds  in  this  at- 
tempt to  destroy  the  vessel.  The  only  damage  done  on  our  side  of  the 
river  was  one  pig  killed  and  one  mule  wounded,  belonging  to  Mr.  Mil- 
Btrad.    His  buildings  also  have  some  shot  holes. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark  to  you  upon  the  daring  and  gallantry 
of  the  officers  and  men,  who,  under  heavy  fire,  boarded  the  schooner  and 
conducted  the  subsequent  operations  for  her  relief  with  such  courage 
and  judgment.  The  men  on  land  were  eoually  eager,  pressing  to  the 
shore,  regardless  of  the  shot,  and  chafing  because  Uiere  were  no  boats 
with  which  to  leach  the  schooner.  Their  guns  were  two  12  and  one 
6  pounder  rifled  pieces.  One  regiment  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavidry 
were  in  sight  near  the  guns.  I  should  judge  there  were  three  regi- 
ments encamped  above  Quantico  Creek.  They  also  appear  to  have 
slightly  fortified  Bald  Hill  to  resist  land  attack. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Lietttenant'Colonelf  Commanding. 

Col.  BOBEBT  COWDIN. 


No.  3. 

Bepart  of  Lieut  Adelbert  Ames^  Fifth  U.  8.  Artillery. 

Camp  Hookeb,  Chables  County,  Md., 

November  14, 1861. 

Sib;  In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I  submit  the  foUowing  report 
of  the  action  of  a  section  of  Battery  A,  Filth  Artillery,  on  this  after- 
noon: 

Immediately  on  the  notification  that  the  rebels  were  crossing  the 
river  to  a  schooner  becalmed  at  the  mouth  of  Mattawoman  Creek,  I 
moved  a  section  of  the  battery  in  that  direction,  to  render  all  assistance 
possible.  The  distance  being  some  5  or  6  miles  and  the  roads  heavy, 
the  rebels,  after  setting  fire  to  the  vessel^  had  time  to  escape  to  near  the 
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opposite  shore  by  the  time  of  our  arrivaL  The  Are  was  soon  extinguished 
by  members  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment,  and  the  vessel  towed  into  the 
creek.  We  came  into  battery  at  once,  and  opened  fire.  The  first  shot 
aimed  at  the  boat  stmck  the  water  near  her.  It  was  a  line  shot,  but 
owing  to  the  mist  and  rain  that  began  to  fall  I  could  not  tell  with  cer- 
tainty on  which  side  of  her  it  fell ;  I  thought  the  near,  others  who  were 
present  the  farther  side.  The  next  shot  aimed  at  the  rebel  battery  stmck 
in  the  ground  in  their  midst.  They  were  seen  to  run  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, and  the  battery  which  had  been  firing  up  to  this  time  ceased  firing 
at  once,  and  was  not  again  heard  fh)m.  Other  shots  were  fired  at  a 
house  near  the  battery,  but  their  effect  could  not  be  ascertained,  the  in- 
creasing rain  rendering  the  opposite  shore  indistincti  It  is  my  opinion 
that  the  last,  like  the  first,  went  directly  to  the  point  intended. 

It  was  calculated  that  the  rebels  fired  over  a  hundred  shots  at  the 
schooner  abovc^  referred  to,  two  or  three  only  striking  her,  and  those 
doing  little  or  no  damage.  The  projectiles  used  by  Siem  were  cylin- 
driciS,  with  ovoidal  XK>ints  covered  with  soft  metal,  and  were  thrown 
from  rifled  guns.  One  of  the  two  kinds  of  projectiles  weighed  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  pounds,  the  other  abotit  six,  and  were  used  in  guns  with 
eight  grooves.  No  injuiy  was  done  by  their  firing,  which  was  far  from 
being  accurate. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  rebels  have  no  permanent  works  at  the  place 
where  their  guns  were  located  while  firing  at  the  vessel.  In  &ct,  an 
officer  observing  them  witti  a  glass  says  he  distinctly  saw  them  limber 
up  their  pieces  and  retire  after  the  fall  of  our  shot  among  them.  We 
saw  no  signs  of  works  of  any  kind  near  them. 

The  guns  used  by  us  were  the  lO-poouder  Parrott. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

ADELBEBT  AMES, 
First  Lieutenant^  Fiftk  ArtiUery^  Commanding  Battery  A. 

Lieut.  Ool.  George  W.  Getty, 

Commanding  ArtiUery  Divisian. 


HOVEMBEB  14-22, 1861.— Ezpadition^throngh  Aooomao  and  Vorihampton 

Counties, 


No.  1. — ^Instruotiona  to  Brig.  Qen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Reports  of  MaJ.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  3. — ^Reports  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Imtructions  to  Brig.  Qen.  Henry  E,  Lockwoodj  U.  8.  Army, 

Baltimore,  November  11, 1861. 

General:  You  will  proceed  with  the  forces  under  your  command 
into  the  counties  of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  Virginia,  and  carry  out 
the  assurances  given  in  the  proclamation  to  be  issued  by  me  on  the  13t^ 
instant.  One  of  the  objects  in  view,  though  not  stated  in  the  proclama- 
tion, is  to  bring  these  counties  back  to  their  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  and  reunite  them  to  the  Union  on  the  footing  of  West  Virginia. 
The  first  step  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  is  to  disarm  and  dis- 
perse the  military  corps  encamped  within  them.    If  these  corps  are  in 
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the  service  of  the  Confederates,  they  should  be  made  prisoners  and  sent 
to  this  city.  A  conciliatory  course  should  be  porsaed  in  regard  to  those 
who  are  not  under  arms  and  have  not  been  in  the  pay  of  the  Confederate 
Government.  It  will  require  great  discretion  and  prudence  in  bringing 
about  the  desired  result;  but  if  the  people  of  these  counties  can  be  in- 
duced to  dedare  their  independence  of  the  Confederates,  the  strongest 
assurance  may  be  given  to  them  of  an  efficient  protection  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

It  will  be  advisable  to  have  a  free  and  frank  conference  with  the  lead- 
ing CTuion  men  as  soon  as  you  think  the  time  has  come  for  disdosilg  the 
wishes  of  the  Government.  In  advancing  into  the  interior  great  care 
will  be  necessary  to  guard  against  surprises.  It  is  understood  that  the 
intention  is  to  carry  on  a  guerrilla  warfore  against  you,  and  that  the  char- 
acter of  the  country  favors  it  Against  this  you  will  take  the  requisite 
precaution  by  carefully  feeling  your  way.  You  will,  if  possible,  send  me 
a  brief  note  of  your  progress  every  day.  As  soon  as  you  reach  Drum- 
mondtown  your  supplies  will  be  sent  to  Pungoteagne  Inlet,  and  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  keep  up  your  liae  of  communication  for  supplies 
with  the  rear.  Tou  will  nevertheless  consider  it  advisable,  should  you 
be  able  to  dispense  with  any  part  of  your  force,  to  leave  aetachments 
at  particular  points.  The  best  disciplined  troops  should  be  kept  with 
yon,  as  you  will  have  no  hostile  force  in  your  rear.  The  imperfectly 
trained  can  be  left  in  detachments  of  not  less  than  a  company  where 
they  are  needed. 

The  battery  at  Pungoteague  Inlet  must  be  carried  before  our  trans- 
ports can  enter  the  harbor,  and  this  should  be  done  as  soon  as  possible 
after  you  reach  Drummondtown.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  matters,  I  rely 
on  your  prudence  and  discretion,  to  which  much  of  the  detail  of  the 
movements  is  left 

You  will  take  with  the  expedition  Captain  Tyler,  who  is  now  with 
you,  as  assistant  quartermaster.  I  have  requested  that  funds  should 
be  placed  in  his  hands  to  purchase  the  forage,  fuel,  and  animals  to  re- 
place any  which  you  may  lose. 

The  utmost  vigilance  is  required  to  preserve  discipline  among  your 
troops  and  to  prevent  any  outrage  upon  i)ersons  or  property.  If  any 
man  violates  your  orders  in  this  respect,  you  wUl  put  him  in  irons  and 
send  him  to  these  headquarters.  No  distinction  should  be  made  be- 
tween the  citizens  of  those  counties  in  regard  to  tJie  past  All  who 
Babmit  peaceably  to  the  authority  of  the  Government  are  to  be  regarded 
as  loyal.  If  any  persist  in  acts  of  hostility,  it  is  for  you,  as  commander 
of  the  exjiedition,  to  decide  what  measures  shall  be  taken  in  regard  to 
their  persons  or  their  property,  and  with  this  prerogative  no  subordi- 
nates can  be  permitted  to  interfere.  The  notion  has  been  far  too  prev- 
alent that  the  persons  and  property  of  secessionists  may  be  unceremo- 
niously dealt  with  by  commanders  of  regiments  or  corps,  and  the  sooner 
it  is  corrected  the  better. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-OeTteralj  Commanding. 

Headquarters, 
BdlUmarej  November  14, 1861. 

General  :  I  send  you  500  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, under  Colonel  Amory,  which  will  make  your  command  a  very  for- 
midable one.    I  will  send  some  ammunition  for  6-pounders  immediately. 
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Ton  will  want  a  few  days  to  organize,  and  nothing  will  be  lost,  as  the 
people  will  be  consideriug  the  sabject  of  my  proclamation.  Thinking 
it  very  desirable  to  get  it  out,  that  no  time  might  be  lost,  I  authorized 
Colonel  Warren,  in  case  you  should  not  have  reached  Newtown,  to  dis- 
tribute it.  You  are  at  a  distance,  and  if  some  deviation  from  certain 
details  of  my  instructions  becomes  necessary,  yciu  will  exercise  a  reason- 
able discretion.  If  you  do  not  want  the  bridge  over  the  Swan's  Gut 
Creek,  you  need  not  replace  it  unless  you  choose,  though  I  think  it  will 
do  us  no  discredit  with  the  people  of  Accomac  if  we  repair  the  damage 
of  th<!ir  own  madcaps.  Let  me  know  what  yon  want,  and  it  shall  be 
promjitly  furnished.  I  have  the  peaceful  settlement  of  this  difficulty 
with  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  much  at  heart,  and  know  you  will 
spare  no  effort  to  accomplish  it.  I  intend  all  your  troops  shall  have  lOU 
rounds  of  ammunition.  Let  me  know  of  any  deficiency. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Headquabtbbs, 
BalUmore^  November  18, 1801. 

General  :  Lieutenant  Dix  arrived  this  morning  with  your  dispatch, 
communicating  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the  rebel  organizations 
in  your  neighlM)rhoc]Kd  had  dissolved.  You  are  right  in  supposing  that 
I  wish  you  to  go  to  Eastville,  leaving  such  portions  of  your  force  as  yon 
may  deem  proper  at  points  in  your  rear.  The  entrance  to  the  Poco- 
moke  Biver  is  so  bad  that  I  am  desirous  of  exchanging  it  for  Pnngo- 
teague  Inlet  as  soon  as  you  reach  Drummondtown. 

Please  bear  in  mind  the  ulterior  object  of  the  expedition«-to  bring 
these  counties  by  their  own  voluntary  action  back  into  the  Cnion^-and 
with  this  view  see  their  leading  men  as  yon  advance. 

You  must  try  and  make  your  transportation  do.  I  learn  that  the 
thirty  wagons  were  at  Salisbury  on  Sunday  morning^  and  I  suppose 
they  must  be  with  you  now.  Dispose  of  the  State  prisoners  of  whom 
you  write  to  me  as  you  think  proper. 

I  am,  general,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majer-Generah 


Heabquabtebs, 
Baltimore^  yovember  20, 1861. 

Genebal  :  Lieutenant  Coffin,  of  the  Hercules,  arrived  with  his  ves- 
sel to-day,  just  missing  the  sloop  with  coal.  He  has  some  repairs  to 
make,  and  will  not  be  able  to  leave  until  the  day  after  to  morrow.  I 
wish  you  would  advise  me  when  you  are  to  receive  your  supplies.  I 
thought  the  Pungoteague  the  b^st  place  on  account  of  the  water,  but 
Lieutenant  Coffin  thinks  a  better  may  be  found  near  Onancock.  Let 
me  know  when  you  will  need  provisions.  If  I  do  not  hear  from  you  by 
the  23d  I  shall  send  yon  a  further  supply,  but  it  is  very  important  to 
know  where  they  are  to  be  sent  I  send  you  some  more  hay  by  the  Star. 
Sen<l  her  back  as  soon  as  possible.    I  must  have  her  or  the  Balloon. 

You  must  not  fail  to  secure  the  ten  or  twelve  cannon  in  the  two 
counties.  Your  very  gratifying  dispatches,  wiUi  Captain  Knight's 
report  from  Drummondtown,  are  received.    I  will  write  to  you  ou  the 
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sabject  of  reor^nization  as  soon  as  Northampton  is  secared.  I  will 
attend  to  the  postal,  light-hoose,  and  other  matters. 

I  wrote  to  Commodore  Goldsborough  a  week  ago,  and  have  his  answer. 
He  will  watch  the  lower  part  of  the  peninsula  at  sJl  points,  and  prevent 
the  escape  of  the  rebel  force. 

Officers  who  have  been  in  the  pay  of  the  Confederates  should  be 
arrested  and  held  as  prisoners  until  the  order  of  the  Government  is 
announced.  Bank  and  file,  if  they  have  laid  down  their  arms,  need 
not  be  disturbed. 

In  regard  to  correspondence,  I  see  no  objection  to  the  free  circulation 
of  letters  to  all  portions  of  the  two  counties  in  which  the  authority  of 
the  Government  is  re-established. 

Ton  are  right  in  your  opinion  that  no  act  of  a  rebel  convention  or 
legislature  can  be  recognized.  In  all  these  respects  the  two  counties 
mast  when  they  come  back,  be  in  the  statu  quo  before  the  rebellion. 
Until  some  principles  of  reorganization  can  be  agreed  upon,  either  as 
a  part  of  Maryland  or  of  Western  Virginia,  their  corporate  powers  as 
coandes  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  their  exigencies.  I  speak  without 
having  examined  the  statutes  of  Virginia,  but  on  all  these  points  I  will 
write  yon  hereafter. 

November  21. 

The  captain  of  the  Star  was  directed  to  call  here  for  dispatches  at  7 
p.  m.  yesterday.    He  failed  to  do  so,  and  this  letter  has  in  consequence 
been  kept  over.    I  send  it  by  way  of  Salisbury. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraL 


Headquarters, 
BaUim<n'ey  November  21, 1861. 

General.  :  Lieutenant  Coffin,  commanding  the  Hercules,  will  leave 
to-morrow  for  Pungoteague  Inlet.  I  sent  letters  to  you  to-day  by  mail, 
via  Salisbury,  with  my  last  instructions.  Yon  will  please  send  a  small 
force  south  of  Eastville,  to  take  Gape  Charles  light-house,  and  to 
make  such  reconnaissances  as  to  assure  yourself  that  the  rebel  organi- 
zations are  entirely  broken  up.  Please  give  Lieutenant  Coffin  such 
instructions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of  your  supplies 
and  transports,  and  for  preventing  the  escape  of  persons  connected 
with  the  rebel  corps  in  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties. 
I  am,  very  respectfully',  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OenerdL 


Headquarters, 
BtUtimorej  November  21, 1861. 

General:  Ascertain,  if  possible,  the  parties  who  committed  the 
depredations  referred  to  in  your  letter  and  order,  and  send  them  back, 
as  directed,  in  irons.  If  yon  have  any  thieves  with  you,  get  rid  of  them 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  wish  the  troops  to  be  sent  back  here  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  spared.  I  think  if,  as  yon  suppose,  there  is  to  be  no  fight- 
ing in  Northampton,  and  you  get  possession  of  the  cannon  in  the  two 
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couDties,  joa  can  send  back  the  Fourth  Wisconsin,  the  Fifth  ]!^ew 
York,  the  Sixth  Michigan,  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  theTweuty- 
firat  Indiana,  Nims'  light  battery^  and  Richards'  cavahry,  reserving 
only  the  Qelaware  and  Maryland  troops.  Captain  Elnight  thought  two 
companies  would  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  two  counties.  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  your  views  on  the  subject.  My  impression  was  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  600  men  in  ea<^  county.  The  force  in 
Accomac  might  winter  in  Drummondtown,  and  the  force  in  Northomp* 
ton  at  Eastville,  with  a  detachment  of  a  few  men  firom  each  to  take 
care  of  the  light  at  Cape  Charles  and  Pungoteague.  Early  arrange- 
ments should  be  made  to  cover  these  troops  tor  the  winter,  and  as  soon 
as  you  see  what  may  be  needed  please  advise  me. 

I  am,  very  respect&Hy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DEX, 
Majar-Oeneralj  CammandingM 


Heabqttabtbss, 
BaMmorej  Md.^  November  25, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  received  your  three  dispatches  of  the  22d  instant, 
dated  at  Drummondtown,  and  am  much  gratified  with  the  judicious 
and  efficient  manner  in  which  you  are  carrying  out  my  instructions, 
and  with  the  readiness  with  which  the  people  of  Accomac  are  disposed 
to  accede  to  the  friendly  overtures  made  to  them  in  my  proclamation.* 
All  that  has  been  promised  should  be  fhlly  executed,  and  the  most 
liberal  interpretation  should  be  given  to  its  declarations^  Orders  have 
already  been  given  by  the  Government  at  my  solicitation  to  restore 
the  mail  service  from  Snow  Hill  to  Eastville  and  to  re-establish  the 
light  at  Cape  Charles.  The  Light-House  Board  are  now  making  the 
necessaiy  arrangements,  and  an  agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department 
is,  I  believe,  ah^ady  on  his  way  to  Snow  HilL  I  have  written  to  the 
Secretary  oi  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  the  reopening  of  trade  with  the 
loyal  States,  and  have  telegraphed  Miyor-General  McClellan,  soliciting 
his  interposition  to  insure  the  prompt  action  of  the  €k)vemment 

There  are  two  or  three  matters  on  which  you  ask  my  directions: 

1.  As  to  the  officers  of  the  volunteer  force  who  have  been  arrested: 
They  were  not  found  in  arms,  as  I  understand.  In  tiiat  case  I  think 
they  may  justly  claim  the  immunities  pledged  by  my  proclamation,  bat 
in  order  to  become  entitled  to  them,  they  must  recognize  tiie  authority 
of  the  United  States.  The  test  we  liaVe  a  right  to  prescribe,  and  I 
know  of  no  other  than  the  oath  of  allegiance  required  by  section  1  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  August  6, 1861,  chap.  64,  of  the  first  session  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  Congress.  I  inclose  you  the  form,  marked  A.t  Should 
they  decline  to  take  this  oath,  they  cannot  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  classes  of  persons  to  wnom  the  benefits  of  the  proclamation  are 
promised.  In  that  case  you  will,  if  they  were  not  found  in  arms,  release 
them  on  their  parole  of  honor  to  abstain  from  all  acts  of  hostility  to  the 
United  States,  &c  I  inclose  a  form  for  the  purpose,  marked  B.  K  they 
decline  giving  their  parole  in  the  form  prescribed,  you  will  send  them 
to  Fort  McHenry. 

2.  As  to  civil  officers:  It  is  desirable  that  the  administration  of  the 
civil  and  municipal  concerns  of  the  two  counties  should  go  on  if  possible 
without  any  interruption  whatever.  K  any  of  the  civil  officers  now  ia 
the  execution  of  their  trusts  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 

*  See  p.  43L  t  Omitted  as  animportanti 
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GoDfederate  Ctovemment,  they  shoald  be  reqaired  to  take  the  oath  in* 
closed,  marked  A.*  It  is  especially  desirable  that  the  coarts  should 
hold  ti^eir  sessions  as  usaid,  so  that  justice  may  be  administered  without 
addmg  to  the  law's  delay. 

3.  K  the  people  return  to  their  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  they 
should  make  such  temporary  provision  for  their  own  government,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  they  may 
think  best  For  the  time  being  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  for 
them  to  act  with  Western  Virginia,  and  hold  elections  by  proclamation 
of  the  governor,  as  you  suggest.  Before  taking  any  action  on  the  sub- 
ject myself,  i  should  like  to  know  the  views  of  their  discreet  men,  and 
see  what  is  done  in  the  meetings  about  to  be  held.  I  tiunk  it  very  im- 
portant on  their  own  account  that  they  should  be  represented  in  the 
next  Congress,  and  I  have  very  little  doubt  that  a  member  duly  elected 
will  be  received  if  they  act  in  concurrence  with  Western  Virginia.  As 
preliminary  to  this,  it  seems  to  me  very  desirable,  if  not  necessary,  that 
they  should  send  a  member  to  the  legislature  of  Western  Virginia. 

I  intended  to  have  stated,  in  connection  with  what  I  have  said  in  re- 
gard to  the  of&cers  you  have  secured,  that  I  suppose  them  to  belong  to 
ft  volunteer  force  raised  in  the  two  counties,  although  you  call  them 
officers  of  the  Confederate  Army.  My  information  was  different,  but  if 
I  am  mistaken  in  this  particular,  you^will  hold  them  till  I  can  <ibtain  the 
direction  of  the  Government  as  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OenenoL 

piioloflnnB.1 

I, ,  do  give  my  parole  of  honor  that  I  will  do  no  act  in 

hostility  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  that  I  will  not  go 

beyond  the  limits  of  the  county  of without  permission  of  the 

commanding  ofGicer  of  the  United  States  forces  in  said  county;  that  I 
will  report  myself  in  person  to  the  said  commanding  officer  once  in 
seven  days;  that  I  will  surrender  myself  to  him  whenever  required  to 
do  so,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  I  will  hold  no  correspondence  or  con- 
versation with  any  person  on  political  subjects,  and  have  no  communi- 
cation, direct  or  indirect,  with  the  States  in  insurrection  against  the 
Unitea  States,  or  with  any  person  within  the  said  insurrectionary  States. 


No.  2. 


Beparts  of  Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix^  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters, 
Baltimore^  Md.^  November  8, 1861. 

Oeiveral:  I  informed  you  by  telegraph  that  I  had  sent  Col.  H.  E. 
Paine^s  Fourth  Begiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  with  Nims'  light  bat* 
tery  and  Captain  Schards'  company  of  cavalry,  to  Worcester  County, 
Maryland,  adjoining  Accomac,  Virginia,  about  20  miles  below  Salisbury. 
I  beard  fh>m  them  the  second  day  after  they  left.  They  landAl  on  Tues- 
day morning  and  marched  through  Princess  Anne,  the  county  town  of 
Somerset,  into  Worcester  the  same  day.  General  Lockwood  is  here, 
and  I  am  arranging  the  details  of  the  expedition  with  him.    There  are 

*  Omitted  aa  ooimportaat. 
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aboat  1,000  men  ander  arms  in  the  different  encampments  in  Acoomac 
and  Northampton,  and  from  1,500  to  2,000  militia,  which  they  may  call 
out.  In  the  former  connty  there  are  many  Union  men;  in  the  latter 
very  few.  The  camps  can  be  easily  broken  up,  and  by  jadicious  man- 
agement with  little  if  any  bloodshed.  The  information  sent  to  me  by 
General  McGlellan  through  Captain  Allen  will  be  very  nsefuL  It  ac- 
cords with  all  I  have  gathered,  and  gives  many  valuable  details  which 
I  had  not.  The  people  are  (if  what  Governor  Wise  is  reported  to  have 
said  of  them  be  true)  as  a  general  rule  very  ignorant,  and  are  under  the 
grossest  misapprehensions  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  think  if  we  go  among  them  it  will  be  to  steal  and  emanci- 
pate their  negroes.  When  these  apprehensions  are  corrected  the  reac- 
tion in  our  favor  must  be  very  great.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  we 
might  avail  ourselves  of  this  feeling  and  other  influences  to  effect  a 
political  as  well  as  a  military  revolution  in  this  part  of  Virginia,  which 
was  Governor  Wise's  Gongressionid  district.  Trade  is  almost  entirely 
cut  off  with  Baltimore,  on  which  the  i)eople  have  always  dep^ided  for 
supplies.  They  have  an  unusually  abundant  crop  of  oats,  which  can  be 
purchased  at  20  cents  a  bushel,  besides  other  agricultural  products. 
The  reopening  of  trade  with  Maryland  and  the  expenditure  of  some 
money  for  the  purchase  of  forage,  which  we  need,  might,  with  a  correc- 
tion of  prevailing  errors  in  regard  to  our  intentions,  change  the  whole 
political  character  of  this  district  and  give  us  a  loyal  member  of  Con- 
gress, placing  it  on  the  footing  of  Western  Virginia.  I  am  not  yet  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  personnel  of  this  district,  and  in  order  to  effect 
such  a  revolution  there  must  be  one  or  two  strong  and  fearless  men  to 
lead  off*. 

The  population  of  these  two  counties  is  curiously  mixed.  There  are 
13,659  whites,  5,409  slaves,  and  7,290  free  colored ;  or  13,659  whites 
and  12,759  blacks;  total,  26,418.  The  proportion  in  which  these 
elements  combine  is  favorable  to  the  object  in  \'iew.  The  importance 
of  controlling  this  district  of  country,  and  of  changing  its  political 
character  if  possible,  arises  from  its  locality  and  its  geographical  rela- 
tion to  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  the  State  of  Delaware.  As 
long  as  it  is  in  the  hands  of  a  disloyal  population,  it  will  be  a  medium 
of  illicit  trade  and  correspondence  with  the  Confederate  Government 
and  Army  in  Virginia,  and  contribute  to  disturb  and  demoralize  the 
adjoining  counties  in  Maryland. 

In  order  to  overawe  opposition,  I  propose  to  send  a  force  of  3,500 
men.  The  troops  sent  from  here  on  Monday  and  General  Lockwood's 
command  will  amount  to  abont  that  number.  If  I  find  the  latter  too 
raw,  I  can  send  500  of  the  Zouave  Regiment  from  Federal  Hill  and 
an  equal  number  ftom  some  other  regiment  here,  so  as  to  have  a  well- 
trained  force  of  2,500  men  with  the  expedition.  They  can  be  spared  for 
ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  and  as  they  have  been  in  camp  several  months, 
a  little  service  in  the  field  will  be  useful  to  them. 

Another  v<ery  important  public  object  to  be  accomplished  by  the  ex- 
pedition is  to  re-establish  the  light  on  Cape  Charles,  the  extinction  of 
which  has  been  very  disastrous  to  the  commercial  community. 

It  was  General  Lockwood's  intention  to  put  his  command  at  Snow 
Hill  for  tlie  winter.    I  think  that  it  would  be  better  that  it  should  win- 
ter at  Drummondtown  and  Eastville,  if  the  exi)edition  is  successfuL 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Maboy,  Ohi^  of  Staff. 
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Baltdcorb,  Noveiniber  15, 1861. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  inclose  a  proclamation  which  I  have  issued  to  the 
people  of  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties,  Virginia.  Its  purpose, 
as  will  be  apparent  to  you  fh>m  its  tone,  is  to  bring  about  a  peaceable 
submission  on  their  part.  If  they  resist,  they  are  advised  that  they 
may  expec^  severe  chastisement.  The  case  of  these  counties  is  pecu- 
liar, l^ey  have  not  engaged  in  any  active  hostility  to  the  United 
States.  Their  people  have  never  crossed  the  Maryland  line.  Their 
greatest  offenses  are  sympathizing  with  the  Richmond  leaders  and  car- 
rying on  an  illicit  trade  with  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia.  One  of 
their  captains  fired  on  a  barge  belonging  to  one  of  our  revenue  steam- 
ers, but  the  act  was  disapproved  by  their  leading  men.  If  they  can  be 
reclaimed  and  induced  to  throw  off  their  connection  with  the  Confed- 
erates it  will  be  a  great  point  gained,  especially  as  the  residence  of 
Governor  Wise,  their  former  Representative,  is  in  Accomac;  and  I 
thought  it  worth  while  to  make  the  effort  by  quieting  their  fears  in  the 
first  place,  for  they  have  got  it  into  their  heads  that  we  want  to  steal 
and  emancipate  their  negroes;  and  by  giving  them  the  strongest  assur- 
ances of  kind  treatment  and  protection  if  they  do  not  resist  the  au- 
therity  of  the  Government,  I  trust— I  ought  to  say  I  hope  rather  than 
trust---that  they  may  be  gained  over  without  bloodshed.  As  their  case 
is  peculiar,  I  have  endeavored  to  meet  it  with  a  remedial  treatment 
adapted  to  the  special  phase  of  the  malady  of  secessionism  with  which 
they  are  afflicted. 

I  have  sent  an  additional  force  since  my  return  firom  Washington. 
The  whole  number  will  be  4,500— among  them  about  3,500  as  well  dis- 
ciplined troops  as  any  in  the  service.  In  my  instructions  to  General 
Lockwood,  who  commands  the  expedition,  I  have  directed  him  to  dis- 
arm and  make  prisoners  of  all  persons  found  with  arms  in  their  hands. 
I  have  also  indosed  him  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  Au- 
gust last,  entitled  '^An  act  to  confiscate  property  used  for  insurrec- 
tionary purposes,"  the  last  section  of  which  concerns  persons  held 
to  labor  and  service,  and  I  have  instructed  him  to  enforce  its  provisions 
as  far  as  practicable. 

In  all  I  have  done  in  this  matter  I  have  had  the  best  interest  of  the 
Government  in  view,  and  I  shall  be  much  gratified  if  it  meets  your 
approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-QeneraL 

His  Excellency  A.  Likgoln. 

[InclMare.] 
PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  People  of  Accomac  cmd  NorthampUm  Counties^  Virginia : 

The  military  forces  of  the  United  States  are  about  to  enter  your  coun- 
ties as  a  part  of  the  Union.  They  will  go  among  yon  as  friends,  and 
with  the  earnest  hope  that  they  may  not  by  your  own  acts  be  forced 
to  become  your  enemies.  They  will  invade  no  rights  of  person  or  prop- 
erty; on  the  contrary,  your  laws,  your  institutions,  your  usages  will  be 
scrupulously  resx)ected.  There  need  be  no  fear  that  thequietude  of  aoy 
fireside  will  be  disturbed,  unless  the  disturbance  is  caused  by  your- 
selves.   Special  directions  have  been  given  not  to  interfere  with  the 
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conditions  of  any  persons  held  to  domestic  service;  and  in  order  that 
there  may  be  no  ground  for  mistake  or  pretext  for  misrepresentation, 
commanders  of  regiments  and  corps  have  been  instructed  not  to  iiermit 
any  such  persons  to  come  within  their  lines.  The  command  of  the  ex- 
pedition is  intrusted  to  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lock  wood,  of  Delaware,  a 
State  identical  in  some  of  the  distinctive  features  of  its  social  organiza- 
tion with  your  own.  Portions  of  his  force  come  firom  counties  in  Mary- 
land bordering  on  one  of  yours.  From  him  and  from  them  you  may  be 
assured  of  the  sympathy  of  near  neighbors  as  well  as  friends,  if  you  do 
not  repel  it  by  hostile  resistance  or  attack.  Their  mission  is  to  assert 
the  authority  of  the  United  States:  to  re-open  your  intercourse  with  the 
loyal  States,  and  especially  with  Maryland,  which  has  just*  proclaimed 
her  devotion  to  the  Union  by  the  most  triumphant  vote  in  her  political 
annals:  to  restore  to  commerce  its  accustomed  guides,  by  re-establishing 
the  lights  on  your  coast;  to  afford  you  a  free  export  for  the  producta  of 
your  labor,  and  a  free  ingress  for  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life 
which  you  require  in  exchange;  and,  in  a  word,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
embarrassments  and  restrictions  brought  upon  you  by  a  causeless  and 
unjustifiable  rebellion. 

If  the  calamities  of  intestine  war,  which  are  desolating  other  districts 
of  Virginia  and  have  already  crimsoned  her  fields  with  fraternal  blood, 
fall  also  upon  you,  it  will  not  be  the  fault  of  the  Government.  It  asks 
only  that  its  authority  may  be  recognized.  It  sends  among  you  a  force 
too  strong  to  be  successfully  opposed — a  force  which  cannot  be  resisted 
in  any  other  spirit  than  that  of  wantonness  and  malignity.  If  there  are 
any  among  you  who,  rejecting  all  overtures  of  friendship,  thus  provora 
retaliation  and  draw  down  upon  themselves  consequences  which  the 
Government  is  most  anxious  to  avert,  to  their  account  must  be  laid  the 
blood  which  may  be  shed  and  the  desolation  which  may  be  brought 
upon  peaceful  homes.  On  all  who  are  thus  reckless  of  the  obligations 
of  humanity  and  duty,  and  on  all  who  are  found  in  arms,  the  severest 
punishment  warranted  by  the  laws  of  war  will  be  visited.  To  those 
who  remain  in  the  quiet  pursuit  of  their  domestic  occupations  the  public 
authorities  assure  all  they  can  give— peace^  freedom  from  annoyance, 
protection  frt>m  foreign  and  internal  enemies,  a  guaranty  of  bSi  con- 
stitutional and  legal  rights,  and  the  blessings  of  a  just  and  parentsd 
Government. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Maj&r-Oeneralf  Vamnumding* 

Headquabtbbs,  Baltimore,  Md., 

Nocember  13, 1861. 


Hbadqvabtess, 
BaUimore^  November  15, 1861. 

Deab  General  :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  I  sent  down  to 
General  Lockwood.*  It  was  sent  into  Virginia  to-day.  I  have  given 
him  instructions  to  make  prisoners  of  all  persons  taken  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  and  I  have  instructed  him  also  to  withhold  from  all  who 
disregard  the  friendly  overtures  contained  in  the  proclamation  and  p^- 
sist  in  acts  of  hostility  the  promised  immunity  from  punishment.  The 
tone  of  the  proclamation  is  intended  to  effect  the  object  set  forth  in  my 
letter  of  the  8th,  to  General  Marcy. 

General  Lockwood  will  have  4,500  men  to-morrow.    He  has  the  flower 
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of  my  comraand.    Tbe  detachments  of  500  men  from  four  of  my  regi* 
ments  are  each  organized  into  six  companies,  and  two  are  commanded 
by  their  colotaels,  who  are  regnlar  officers,  Amory  and  Warren.    No 
effort  has  been  spared  to  make  the  movement  effective. 
I  am,  dear  General,  truly,  yonrs. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^'OeneraL 

Major-(xeneral  McGlellan. 

Headquarters, 
Baltimarey  November  18, 1861. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  a  dispatch  from 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  iu  command  of  the  expedition  to  the  East- 
ern Shore,  and  of  a  letter  to  him  fh>m  Captain  Knight,  his  assistant 
adjutant-general,  communicating  the  gratifying  intelligence  that  the 
rebel  organizations  nearest  to  the  Virginia  line  in  Aceomac  are  broken 
np  [No.  31.  They  may  raJly  iu  Northampton,  but  I  hoi»e  not.  No 
effort  will  DC  spared  to  bring  those  connties  back  into  the  (Jnion  with- 
out bloodshed. 

I  am,  very  resi>ectfhlly,  yonr  obedient  servant^ 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraL 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McGlellan,  Oommanding  the  Army, 


Na  3. 
BeporU  of  Brig.  Oen.  Henry  H.  Lockwoody  TJ.  8,  A. 

Headquarters, 
NevDUncUy  Md.j  November  16, 1861. 

General  :  I  this  morning  sent  Captain  Knight  with  a  flag  of  truce 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  rebel  force  below.  I  inclose  his  letter  from 
Temperanceville,  a  place  10  miles  below  the  line.  From  this  yon  will 
see  that  the  enemy  has  probably  dispersed,  certainly  fallen  back  to 
Eastville.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  the  former  opinion  fh>m  the 
statement  of  a  Mr.  Dickinson,  whom  I  sent  down  yesterday  to  dis- 
tribute proclamations,  and  who  returned  an  hour  ago  from  the  battery 
4  miles  below  New  Onurch.  He  is  vouched  for  by  Dr.  McMartins,  who 
also  vouches  for  those  in  Virginia  whom  he  gives  as  anthority.  He 
says  that  all  agree  in  saying  that  the  military  has  all  dispersed  and 
gone  home,  and  that  the  general  sentiment  is  to  return  to  the  Union.  I 
deem  the  news  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  expense  of  an 
extra  train.  I  have  therefore  requested  Lieutenant  Dix  to  go  to  Balti- 
more as  bearer  of  this  gratifying  intelligence,  which  I  have  no  doubt 
will  make  glad  your  heart,  as  it  must  that  of  every  true  patriot. 

I  shall  send  two  regiments  and  the  battery  and  cavidry  as  far  as  New 
Church  to-morrow  at  an  early  hour.  I  would  move  down  at  once  with 
the  whole  command  if  the  wagons  had  arrived.  New  Church  is  8  or  10 
miles  below.  If  Captain  Knight's  news  is  confirmed,  on  his  return  I 
will  move  them  as  far  as  Drummondtown.  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  this  dispersion  of  the  enemy  should  not  deter  or  prevent  us 
^m  marching  our  whole  force  through  the  territory  as  far  as  Eastville. 
28  R  R— VOL  V 
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I,  however,  await  your  orders  in  this  respect.    Troops  may  be  sent  to 
Baltimore  more  conveniently  from  Dmmmondtown  than  from  this  place. 
I  am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 

Brigadier-OeneroL 

M%jor-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania^  BaUimarej  Md. 

Temfebangeville,  Ya.,  yovemiber  16, 1861. 

General  :  We  have  thus  far  had  a  triumphant  welcome  and  anin- 
termpted  march.  Having  passed  oar  pickets  and  gone  about  1^  miles, 
I  came  to  the  place  (Beaver  Dam  Bridge)  where  the  enemy's  pickets 
had  been  stationed  for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks;  so  the  owner  of 
the  farm  on  which  their  principal  ontpost  was  stationed  [informed  me]. 
There  we  saw  the  foot-prints  of  a  great  many  horses,  beiog  the  cavalry 
of  Virginians,  as  I  learned  afterwards,  but  we  met  none  of  their  forces. 
I  inquired  of  a  farmer  who  lived  on  the  fl»rm  above  mentioned  what 
had  become  of  their  pickets,  and  he  told  me  they  had  all  fallen  back  last 
night  some  time  in  the  night.  We  went  on  with  our  white  flag  flying, 
and  soon  we  were  stopped  short  by  felled  trees  in  the  road.  We  Uien 
took  a  road  through  the  woods,  and  going  by  that,  guided  by  the  fiirmer 
above  referred  to  for  about  10  miles,  we  again  struck  the  main  road, 
and  galloped  along  without  meeting  with  any  of  their  forces  until  we 
came  to  New  Church,  where  we  met  several  men  and  boys,  who  told  us 
that  the  forces  had  all  fallen  back,  bnt  they  knew  not  when,  and  could 
not  tell  me  where  I  could  find  Colonel  Smith.  I  moved  on  about  a  mild^ 
and  their  large  breastwork  presented  itself  a  qnarter  of  a  mile  ahead, 
on  a  slight  elevation  we  were  on,  and  found  that  it  was  intended  to 
mount  three  guns.  The  breastwork,  if  it  had  been  thrown  up  all 
around,  would  have  been  pentagonal.  As  it  was,  it  gave  three  sides  of  a 
pentagon,  and  looking  north.  We  inquired  there  where  Uie  forces  were, 
but  none  knew.  All  said  that  they  went  away  some  time  in  the  night, 
but  did  not  know  where.  We  went  on  and  soon  began  to  meet  horsemen^ 
whom  we  halted,  and  inquired  for  Colonel  Smith.  They  told  us  they  haa 
been  in  the  cavalry  force  of  the  Confederates,  but  last  night  they  were  all 
disbanded,  and  were  returning  to  their  homes.  I  commeniled  the  act. 
After  asking  them  many  questions  about  their  forces^  arms,  &c.,  they 
told  me  that  about  3,500  of  them  were  disbanded  last  night.  I  inqnired 
for  their  cannon,  but  could  get  no  clew  to  their  whereatouts. 

I  went  on,  and  met  numbers  of  horsemen  and  footmen  with  and  with- 
out arms.  Many  took  to  the  woods  and  others  threw  away  their  arms, 
while  others  moved  on  with  them.  The  militia  cavalry  had  shot-guns, 
and  I  learned  most  had  swords,  old  nabers,  and  pistols.  I  met  one 
boy  with  a  flint-lock  rifle  and  a  Confederate  unifoim.  He  acknowl- 
edged to  have  been  in  the  Confederate  service,  bnt  that  last  night  they 
all  dispersed.  I  could  see  them  running  in  every  direction,  hiding 
their  arms,  &g.  I  took  the  liberty  when  I  got  to  this  place  to  dis- 
tribute some  of  those  proclamations,  as  I  found  that  Colonel  Smith 
was  at  Eastville. 

The  people  here  all — and  I  have  seen  many — express  entire  satisfac- 
tion at  the  proclamation  of  General  Dix,  and  have  concluded  to  sub- 
mit I  shall  go  on  to  Drummondtowu,  the  headquarters  of  the  Confed- 
erates, immediately,  and  inquire  for  Colonel  Smith.    If  I  fail  to  find  him 


CBtf.xnr.]  BA8TEBN  SHOBE  OF  YIBOINIA.  485 

there,  I  shall  get  all  the  information  I  can  and  letom  in  haste.    I  do 
not  want  this  to  be  oonsidered  a  report 

I  am,  veiy  lespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  KNIGHT, 
A$9i8tant  Adjutawt-OeneraL 

Brigadier-General  Lookwood. 


No.  1.]  HSADQUABTEBS  PEIONSULAB  BBIOADB, 

IhrummfmdUHony  Va^  November  22^  186L 

GsNBBAL :  I  beg  leave  to  inibrm  yon  that  the  m%jor  portion  of  this 
command  is  now  in  camp  at  this  place,  and  that  an  advance  party. 
coQsistiDg  c^  the  Fifth  New  York,  Twenty-first  Indiana,  one  section  ox 
Nuns'  battery,  and  70  troop  of  horse,  are  now  well  on  their  way  to 
Eastville.  Pnmell's  Legion  was  left  at  Oak  Hall,  20  miles  north  of 
this.  Early  next  week  I  purpose  joining  the  advance  party  at  East- 
ville, with  the  remainder  of  my  forces,  the  Legion  and  Second  Delaware 
excepted. 

Finding  the  landing  on  the  Chesconessex  and  the  access  to  the  same 
extremely  bad,  I  have  cansed  all  the  vessels  containing  commissary 
and  qnartermaster's  stores  to  be  brought  around  to  the  head  of  the 
Onancock,  which  is  4  or  5  miles  from  this  place.  I  shall  establish  a 
eoal  depot  on  the  Pungoteagne,  which  is  more  accessible  than  any  other 
inlet  on  the  coast,  the  Cherrystone,  perhaps,  excepted. 

I  have  ascertained  that  an  inlet  from  the  Atlantic  side  will  bring 
vessels  of  15  feet  within  2  or  3  miles  of  this  place.  If  this  be  as  I  am 
informed  it  is,  tiie  stores  for  winter  supplies  of  our  troops  should  come 
by  sea  from  New  York,  rather  than  from  Baltimore. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  yon  that  I  have  succeeded  in  securing  and 
bringing  to  this  place  seven  6-pounder  iron  guns,  mounted,  together 
with  their  limbers  and  a  small  snpply  of  ammunition.  They  are  now 
in  park  opposite  my  headquarters.  This  artillery  is  entirely  new,  and 
of  its  kind  may  be  regarded  as  first  class.  Two  iron  guns,  without 
carriages,  were  taken  near  Oak  Hall,  as  I  informed  you  in  a  previous 
letter.  I  have  likewise  secured  a  limited  number  of  small-arms,  which 
are,  however,  of  little  value.  I  have  secured  the  persons  of  two  cap- 
tains and  one  lieutenant  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and  am  using  active 
efforts  to  find  Smith,  Winder,  Finney,  and  other  leading  spirits  of  the 
late  rebel  forces  on  this  peninsula.  I  take  it  for  granted  tlukt  these 
will  bo  sent  to  Fort  McHenry,  but  as  they  claim  the  benefit  of  your 
proclamation  I  have  thought  best  to  consult  yon  before  doing  so. 
Please  advise  me  in  this  regard  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  discipline  of  the  troops  now  here, 
under  the  rigid  system  of  police  established  by  me,  is  now  good.   None 
of  those  disorders  which  marked  their  first  entrance  into  Virginia,  and 
wiiich  both  annoyed  and  surprised  me,  have  occurred. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Brigadier-Generaly  Commanding. 

MajorGeneral  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Pennsylvania. 
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No.  2.]  HEADQtrABTSBS  PBNINBTTLAB  BBIOADE, 

Drummandtawnj  Fa.,  November  22, 1861. 

Geneb  AL :  I  find  myself  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the  present  aspect 
of  affairs  in  regard  to  those  holding  certain  civil  offices  in  these  connties 
who  received  commissions  for  the  same  ih>m  the  Virginia  State  authori- 
ties previons  to  the  ordinance  of  secession  and  who  continned  to  hold 
them  after  that  time  on  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Confederate 
Government.  Begardiug  this  oath  as  cormpting  their  tenure  under  the 
legal  government  of  Virginia,  I  have  hitherto  ignored  all  such  officials; 
but  as  Judge  Pitts,  the  leading  gentleman  of  this  section  of  the  country, 
thinks  that  it  would  be  politic  to  allow  the  magistrates  to  hold  their 
monthly  courts  for  the  transaction  of  certain  business  that  cannot  be 
well  delayed,  it  occurs  to  me  that  perhaps  this  might  be  allowed  as  a 
temporary  expedient,  provided  these  functionaries  took  the  oiith  of  alle- 
giance to  the  Federal  Government.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your 
views  on  this  subject  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  a  readiness  is  manifested  to  declare 
the  allegiance  of  these  two  counties  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  that 
measures  are  already  in  progress  for  holding  county  meetings  for  this 
purpose.  The  basis  of  tlie  system  in  Western  Virginia  will  be  adopted 
as  a  temporary  measure.  All  with  whom  I  have  conversed  look  to  an 
annexation  with  Maryland  as  an  event  much  to  be  desired  whenever  it 
can  constitutionally  be  accomplished.  This  they  think  can  be  done  by 
regarding  themselves,  together  with  Western  Virginia,  as  the  true  State 
of  Virginia,  and  inducing  the  State  thus  constituted  and  the  State  of 
Maryland  to  pass  the  necessary  laws.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  you 
to  write  to  the  governor  of  Western  Virginia,  asking  him  as  soon  as  this 
people  shall  have  declared  their  allegiance  to  the  Federal  Government 
and  their  position  in  the  State  to  issue  his  proclamation  ordering  an 
election  for  the  civil  officers  and  a  Representative  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  extremely  fortunate  in  this  connection  that  the  leg- 
islatures of  Virginia  and  Maryland  as  well  as  the  Congress  of  the  Unit^ 
States  all  hold  their  sessions  within  the  next  month.  I  hope  that  by 
their  joint  action  this  interesting  people  may  be  relieved  from  their 
present  position,  and  brought  into  that  association  with  the  State  of 
Maryland  to  which  their  geographical  position  naturally  points. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  H.  LOCKWOOD, 
Brtgadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

M%jor-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  PenneyVoania. 


No.  3.]  Headquabtebs, 

Drummondtoton^  Fa.,  November  22, 1861. 

Genebal  :  The  people  here  to  all  appearances  have  entirely  submitted 
to  the  power  which  has  been  brought  among  them,  and  they  are  now 
asking  for  the  protection  and  advantages  which  you  promise  them  in 
your  proclamation.  They  desire  that  trade  may  be  reopened  with  tlie 
loyal  States  and  that  officers  of  customs  may  be  appointed;  that  the 
lights  on  their  coasts  may  be  re-establislied  and  their  postal  arrancre- 
ments  restored.  Really  I  can  scarcely  perceive  any  traces  of  disloyalty 
among  them,  and  they  appear  to  receive  the  power  of  the  Government 
as  their  deliverance  from  misery  and  great  suffering ;  and  I  would  most 
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respeetfolly  beg  tbat  all  the  advantages  in  the  power  of  the  Oovern- 
inent  may  be  speedily  given  them,  that  this  once^eluded  people  may 
be  again  happy  under  onr  beneficent  Govemment.  On  Monday  a  meet- 
lag  of  the  citizens  is  to  be  held  to  advise  together  in  regard  to  the  means 
of  restoration  of  civil  antJiority.  I  hope  yon  will  give  them  the  advan- 
tage of  yonr  better  judgment  and  large  experience. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBT  H.  LOOKWOOD, 

Brigadier'  OenerdL 
IkLyor-General  Diz,  Commanding^  BdlUmore,  Md. 


lOVElEBEB  18, 1861.^0aptiixe  of  Union  linraging  party  at  Doolan's  Farm, 

Virginia. 


Na  1.— Bii|(.  Qen.  James  8.  WadBworih,  U.  8.  Amy. 

No.  8.— CoL  Timothy  SnUivan,  Twenty-fourth  New  York  InlSuitiy. 

No.  3.— Capt.  John  Hurray,  Aflsistant  A4iatai&t-Genex»l,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  4.— General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  6.-.Mjd.  Wmiam  T.  Martin,  Second  Hissiflsippi  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Separt  of  Brig.  Qen.  James  SL  Wadsworthy  U.  8.  Army, 

m 

tJPTON'B,  November  16, 1861. 

You  will  have  heard  that  a  company  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  captured 
a  captain,  lieutenant,  and  35  privates  of  the  Thirtieth,  and  five  teams 
loaded  with  corn.  It  was  the  result  of  gross  carelessness  on  the  part 
of  our  men.  This  party  was  sent  out  contrary  to  my  advice  and  with- 
out my  knowledge. 

JAS.  S.  WADSWOETH. 

General  MgClellan. 


No.  2. 
Report  of  CoL  Timothy  SuUivanj  Twenty  fourth  New  TorJe  Infantry. 

HEABQUABTEBS  GENEBAIi  EEYEB'  BBIGADE, 

Vpton^M  HiUj  Va.j  November  16, 1861. 

It  has  just  been  reported  that  a  foraging  party  sent  out  from  this 
brigade  this  morning  has  been  cut  off.  The  facts  are  as  follows :  This 
morning  about  7  o^clock  a  train  of  six  wagons,  with  teamsters  and  18 
extra  men  for  loading  wagons,  under  an  escort  of  50  men  and  1  lieuten- 
ant, commanded  by  Captain  Laning,  of  Company  B.  all  of  the  Thir- 
tieth Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  proceeded  to  the  front  towards 
and  past  Birch's  house,  taking  the  road  leading  to  the  southwest  from 
a  point  between  Taylor's  Corner  and  FaJls  Church.  Passing  Birch's 
house  about  a  mile  and  a  half  the  party  arrived  at  Doolan's  &rm  and 
commenced  loading  wagons.  A  guard  of  outposts  and  scouts  were 
posted  round  and  through  the  woods,  but  the  main  road  appears  to 
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have  been  left  migciarded  by  the  officer  commanding.  They  airived  at 
Doolan'8  about  10  a.  m.,  and  by  about  12  m.  the  wagons  were  loaded, 
and  while  the  men  were  at  dinner  an  alarm  was  given,  and  before  they 
could  more  than  gain  their  arms  they  were  charged  upon  by  a  body  of 
cavalry,  supposed  to  be  about  100  strong.  Captain  Laning  ordered 
his  men  to  retreat  to  the  woods,  which  they  did,  but  were  intercepted 
on  the  other  side  by  another  body  of  cavalry,  the  result  of  which  was 
that  the  most  of  the  party  and  five  teams  were  cut  ofL  including  Cap- 
tain Laning  and  Lieutenant  Andrews.  Up  to  this  hour  (4.15  p.  m.) 
16  men  and  5  teamsters  only  have  returned,  reporting  tw  above,  and 
that  three  of  their  comrades,  including  Lieutenant  Andrews,  were  seen  to 
falL  and  the  rest  surrendered.  A  4'horse  ambulance,  under  an  escort 
of  nve  companies  fh>m  the  Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  commanded  by  a 
field  officer,  bave  been  ordered  out  to  bring  in  the  dead  and  wounded. 
The  body  will  move  immediately. 

T.  SULLIVAN, 
Commanding  Brigade^ 
Per  JOHN  MURRAY, 
ABniitant  AdjfKtant-QeneraU 
Oenend  McDowell. 

fnMion0iiiieiit.J 

HSADQUASTEBS  D^VISIO^, 

Arlington,  November  16, 1861 — 7.20  p.  m. 

This  report  relates  to  an  afGftir  not  creditable  to  the  officer  command- 
ing the  escort.  He  is  not  here  to  jnstify  himself,  but  from  the  within 
he  would  seem  to  bave  merited  his  fate  of  being  captured.  He  might 
have  taken  warning  fh>m  the  capture  on  the  8th  instant  at  a  place  1^ 
miles  this  side  of  the  scene  of  his  own  disaster  of  two  men  engaged,  as 
was  his  own  party,  in  eating  their  dinner,  when  they  should  have  been 
on  the  watch.  I  purpose  commenting  on  the  case  in  orders,  with  the 
view  of  drawing  some  profit  firom  it  for  the  troops  in  the  future. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

iRvm  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier-OeneroL 

P.  S. — ^The  foregoing  just  came  into  my  hands  on  my  return  firom 
Bailey's  Cross-Roads,  making  preparations  for  the  review  of  the  Army 
this  side  of  the  river. 


Ko.  3. 
S^^ort  of  Oa^L  John  Murray y  Aeeietant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  XT.  8.  Army. 

Upton's,  November  16, 1861. 

At  7  a.  m.  this  morning  a  foraging  train  of  six  wagons,  with  3  men 
each,  started  fh>m  bdgs^e  headquarters,  under  escort  of  50  men  and 
Lieutenant  Andrews,  of  the  Thirtieth  New  York  Volunteers,  the  whole 
commanded  by  Captain  Laning,  of  the  same  regiment.  They  pro> 
oeeded  along  the  Annandale  road  to  Doolan's  farm,  where  they  arriv^ 
about  10  o'clock,  and  immediately  commenced  loading  tiie  wagons  with 
com,  having  previously  posted  guards  and  scouts  hi  the  woods  and 
surrounding  fields,  but  neglected  to  place  guu^  over  the  road.    The 
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wagons  were  loaded  by  aboat  12  m.,  and  started  on  their  retnm  and 
reached  camp  in  safety.  The  others  remained  with  the  escort,  who 
were  then  allowed  to  get  dinner,  and  while  dining  it  appears  that  a 
company  of  the  White  Horse  Cavalry  dashed  in  before  most  of  the 
men  ooidd  reach  their  arms,  and  cnt  them  off  firom  retreat.  Two  or  3 
men  are  reported  hit,  and  1  of  the  rebels  was  seen  to  fall  from  his  horse. 
Some  20  men  have  since  come  in.  being  those  posted  in  the  woods  and 
fields,  and  report  as  above,  five  companies  were  immediately  dis- 
patched by  Colonel  Sullivan,  commanding  the  brigade,  to  the  scene, 
bat  have  returned  without  accomplishing  anything. 

By  command  of  Colonel  Sullivan  I  have  been  to  the  front  and  vis- 
ited all  the  pickets  and  outposts  guarded  by  this  brigade.  I  have 
this  moment  retumed,  and  report  all  quiet.  In  regard  to  the  loss  of 
the  forage  train  and  party  I  have  nothing  new  to  report,  except  that  I 
learned  from  some  negroes  near  Doolan's  house  that  his  relative  and 
neighbor.  Birch,  had  the  rebel  cavalry  concealed  until  our  party  had 
loaded  their  wagons  and  had  all  gone  to  dinner.  They  then  dashed 
in  and  surprised  the  party.  I  have  directed  Doolan  and  Birch  to  be 
detained  until  fhrther  orders,  and  meantime  instituted  a  search  for 
evidence  of  their  complicity. 

JOHN  MURRAY, 

S.  Williams.  AasUtani  Adjutant-OenerdL 

P.  S. — ^I  should  add  that  I  found  guards  on  Porter's  and  Blenker's 
fronts  careless  and  in  many  instances  without  the  countersign. 


No.  4. 
Beport  €f  General  Joseph  E,  Johnston^  C.  S.  Army, 

Heabqitabtebs, 
Cenireville,  November  28, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  herewith  the  reports  of  three 
successful  skirmishes  by  parties  of  our  cavalry,*  and  respectfully  invite 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  good  conduct  of  Colonel  Ran- 
som, Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  and  Mi^or  Martin,  as  well  as  that  of  their 
men. 

Most  respectfbUy,  your  obedi^it  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 
General  Coopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


No.  6. 
Beport  of  Maj,  William  T.  Martin^  Second  Mississippi  Cavalry. 

Camp  Coopeb,  November  16, 1861. 

Gekebal:  I  have  to  report  that  I  have  to-day  made  the  reconnais- 
Bance  ordered  by  you  this  morning  in  the  neighborhood  of  Doolan's, 
aontheast  of  Falls  Church.   Guided  by  Msgor  Ball,  brigade  quartermas- 

*See  No.  5,  p.  439;  also  Lee's  report  (No.  2)  of  Bkirmisb,  November  18,  between  Falls 
Choitb  ond  Fairfax  Court-House,  p.  442 ;  and  Ransom's  report  (No.  2)  of  skirmuh, 
November  26,  near  Vienna,  p.  446. 
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ter,  and  Mr.  J.  0.  GhicheBter  I  was  enabled  to  approach,  nnperoeived 
by  the  enemy,  to  within  150  yards  of  Doolan's  house  with  my  command, 
consisting  of  68  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  lieatenant 
Henderson,  of  Captain  Gordon's  company.  In  an  orchard  near  the 
hoase  a  vedette  was  discovered,  and  having  reason  to  believe  a  com- 
pany of  infantry  was  at  or  near  the  house,  I  immediately  ordered  a 
charge.  My  men  dashed  over  the  fence  through  the  orohard,  part  turn- 
ing to  the  left,  with  the  lieutenant,  towards  the  house^  part  under  my 
immediate  command  passed  on  to  a  com  field  to  the  right  and  beyond 
the  house.  Several  shots  were  fired  at  us  in  the  orohard  and  quite  a 
number  from  the  house.  Leaving  the  lieutenant  to  attack  those  near 
the  house,  I,  with  the  greater  portion  of  my  command,  pushed  on  to  a 
com  field,  where  we  discoverod  40  or  60  men,  with  some  wagons.  The 
enemy  dispersed  on  our  approach,  and  endeavored  to  escape  through  a 
marsh  meadow  into  thick  woods  near  by.  We  pursued  them,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  17 — 1  captain.  1  lieutenant.  1  sergeant,  3  corporals, 
and  11  privates.  Lieutenant  Henaerson,  with  nis  party,  captured  near 
the  house  13  privates. 

We  have  taken  30  prisoners  of  the  Thii^ieth  New  York  Regiment  of 
Volunteers,  33  muskets,  23  cartridge  boxes,  and  31  belts,  6  new  army 
wagons  and  20  valuable  horses,  with  the  harness,  and  about  120  bushels 
of  excellent  com,  ready  shucked  and  in  the  wagons. 

My  command  escaped  unhurt.  Of  the  enemy,  4  wero  killed  and  sev- 
eral wounded.    The  latter  escaped  in  the  thick  brush. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  between  60  and  76.  All  my  men,  though 
most  of  them  were  for  the  first  time  under  firo,  behaved  with  great  gal- 
lantry. I  would  especially  call  to  your  notice  the  fearless  conduct  of 
Lieutenant  Henderson  and  Sergeants  Carroll  and  Sherman,  and  Private 
McOraw,  of  Captain  Gordon's  company,  and  Private  Jesse  Sparkman, 
of  Captain  Perrin's  company. 

To  Major  Ball,  brigade  quartermaster,  and  J.  C.  Chichester  I  was 
greatly  indebted,  not  only  for  their  guidance,  but  for  their  valuable 
assistance  and  boldness  during  the  brief  contest. 

My  force  was  composed  of  details  from  the  companies  of  Captains 
Gordon,  Perrin,  Stoue,  and  Tayloe.  Captain  Conne^s  company  was  on 
picket,  and  did  not  participate  in  the  atfair. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  have  delivered  the  prisoners  into  tbe 
custody  of  the  provos^marshal  at  Ccnterville,  and  will  to-morrow  turn 
over  to  the  proper  officer  the  muskets  and  cartridge  boxes.  I  have 
General  Johnston's  permission  to  retain  the  wagons  and  horses  for  the 
use  of  my  command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  T.  MABTIN, 
Major y  Second  Mississippi  Cavalry. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuabt, 

Commanding  Cavalry  Brigade^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

[IndonemCTit.] 

Headquarters  Cavalry  BRiaABB, 

Camp  Qui  Vive^  November  17, 1861« 

Bespectfully  forwarded. 

I  highly  commend  Major  Martin,  his  officers  and  men,  for  this  highly 
creditable  aflair.  Major  Ball,  of  my  staff,  a  participator,  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  Major  Martin's  personal  gallantry  and  prowess,  and  I  respect- 
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folly  sabmit  that  he  has  on  this  as  on  every  other  occasion  vindicated 
his  claim  for  the  post  of  lieotenant-colonel,  which  is  a  legitimate  promo- 
tion, as  he  now  commands  five  companies  of  excellent  cavalry. 

J.  B.  B.  STUAET, 
Brigadier-Oeneralf  Commanding, 


V07EMBEB  18, 1861.— Skhrmish  on  the  road  from  FaQi  Church  to  Tairlkz 

Coart-Hoiue,  Va. 


Ko.  1.— Lifiat.  CoL  Edward  B.  Fowler,  Eighty-fonrth  New  Torklnfimtiy. 
Ko.  2.— Lient.  CoL  Fitzhagh  Lee,  First  Viiginia  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Lieut.  CoL  Edward  B.  Fowler ^  Eighty-fourth  New   York 

Infantry. 

Gamp  Mabion,  Upton's  Hill,  Va., 
Fourteenth  Begiment  2f.  Y.  State  MilitiOj  November  19, 1861. 

SiB:  I  have  to  report  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  cavalry  by  oar 
picket  outpost  yesterday.  At  about  3  p.  m.  a  body  of  cavalry,  uum- 
beriDg  about  300,  appeared  in  front  of  our  outpost  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Falls  Church  to  Fairfax  Court-House.  When  first  discovered 
they  were  deployed,  occupying  a  front  of  at  least  one-quarter  of  a  mile, 
with  a  column  by  platoon  in  rear  of  their  center  on  the  road.  They 
dashed  up  to  our  outpost,  driving  our  pickets  in  the  woods,  some  of 
whom  they  surrounded.  They  then  advanced  within  our  lines  about 
300  or  400  yards,  when,  after  halting  for  a  short  time  (about  ten  min- 
ntes)  and  taking  a  cart  frx)m  Benz's  house  to  carry  off  their  dead  and 
wounded,  they  retired  rapidly  in  several  directions.  I  was  at  the 
village  when  the  firing  was  heard,  and  on  riding  up  the  road  I  re- 
ceived intelligence  from  a  scout  ^Sherman)  that  the  cavalry  were  upon 
OS,  numbering  500  or  more.  I  immediately  marched  up  the  ireserve, 
consisting  of  three  small  companies  of  infantry,  to  check  their  advance 
down  the  road.  After  advancing  about  a  mile,  thinking  this  might 
be  only  a  feint  to  cover  a  more  important  movement,  I  halted  and 
deployed  a  company  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  flank,  which  I  knew 
to  be  wholly  unprotected,  and  deployed  skirmishers  on  both  sides  of 
the  road.  I  then  sent  to  the  rear  to  give  information  of  the  attack  at 
headquarters  and  also  to  notify  General  Porter's  pickets.  I  then  ad- 
vanced under  Major  Jourdan  a  body  of  skirmishers  to  the  outpost  that 
oar  pickets  were  driven  from,  and  followed  with  the  main  body,  picket- 
ing the  road  as  I  advanced. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  outposts  the  enemy  were  not  in  sight.  Shortly 
after  arriving  at  the  outpost  General  Wadsworth  and  Colonel  Frisby 
came  up  and  gave  dii-ections  that  the  pickets  should  occupy  the  same 
position  for  the  night,  and  they  were  so  posted.  My  impression  is  that 
the  enemy  had  an  object  in  view  besides  the  cutting  off  of  a  small  out- 
post and  losing  more  than  tliey  gained,  and  that  they  found  us  in 
stronger  force  than  they  expected.  They  were  seen  to  carry  away 
3  dead  men  (1  an  officer)  in  a  cart*,  and  several  wounded  men  were 
conveyed  to  their  rear  on  horseback  by  their  comrades.    One  valu- 
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able  horse  is  lying  dead  near  the  scene  of  action  and  several  horses 
were  seen  galloping  through  the  fi^ds  without  riders.  Oar  list  of 
casnalties  is  as  follows:  2  killed,  1  wonnded,  and  10  mistdng — all  of 
Gompany  H,  which  was  the  only  company  engaged.  During  the 
skirmish  none  of  the  pickets  fell  back  except  on  the  point  attack^ 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  FOWLBB, 
Lieutenawt-CoUmel^  Camdg.  F(mrteenU^  BegimeiU  Jf.  T.  A  ilf. 

Ck>lonel  Sullivan,  Commanding  Brigade. 


No.  2. 
Bepart  of  LieuL  06L  Fitzhugh  X00,  FirH  Virginia  OawUrg. 

Gamp  Goopeb,  Ya.,  November  19, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  report  the  resjilt  of  a  scout  of  a  detachment 
of  the  First  Virginia  Gavalry,  under  my  command,  which  left  this  camp 
yesterday,  in  pursuance  to  orders  from  cavalry  brigade  headquarters, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  certain  valuable  information  in  the  vicinity 
of  Falls  Ghurch. 

Learning  that  a  picket  of  the  enemy  obstructed  my  route,  I  resolved^ 
if  possible,  to  capture  them,  and  prevent  my  presence  being  discoverea 
and  allowing  them  to  advance  in  numbers  upon  me  wbile  gaining  the 
desired  knowledge.  Accordingly,  getting  as  near  as  possible,  I  charged 
them,  they  retiring  rapidly  toward  the  w<^8  and  pines,  while  we  quickly 
lessened  the  distance,  driving  one  picket  upon  another,  and  both  upon 
the  reserve,  which  retreated  toward  a  thicket  upon  the  side  of  the  road 
and  poured  in  quite  a  destructive  fire  upon  us  from  their  sheltered  i)08i- 
tion.  Followed  by  a  portion  of  my  command,  I  got  in  between  them  and 
some  tents  visible  and  completely  surrounded  them,  another  detachment 
having  been  ordered  up  on  the  other  side. 

Thus  hemmed  in,  the  enemy  still  fought  with  bravery  and  despera- 
tion, and  made  it  necessary  to  dismount  some  of  my  men  and  dislodge 
them. 

Our  loss  was  1  private  killed  and  2  slightly  wounded.  I  also  report 
witii  deep  regret  that  Mr.  John  0.  Ghichester,  my  brave,  gallant  guide, 
was  dangerously  wounded,  and  has  since  died.  I  lost  one  horse,  ridden 
by  Sergt.  Jasper  N.  Jones,  of  Gompany  L,  having  run  off  after  the  ser- 
geant had  dismounted  to  fight.  The  horse  of  Lieut  James  S.  Larrick, 
Gompany  A,  was  severelv  wounded,  and  my  own  horse  killed  under  me 
during  the  action.  Hie  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  flEir  as  I  could  ascertain, 
was  7  killed  and  1  left  mortally  wounded,  being  shot  through  the  body. 
Ten  were  mode  prisoners,  including  the  lieutenant  commanding  and  the 
first  sergeant,  3  being  wounded :  2  severelv  and  1  slightly  (shot  in  the 
arm).  I  brought  away  my  deaa  (1)  and  Mr.  Ghichester,  together  with 
two  of  the  enemy,  badly  wounded,  in  vehicles  taken  for  the  occasion,  the 
enemy  appearing  in  considerable  force  from  tbe  direction  of  Falls 
Ghurch,  but  not  venturing  an  attack.  The  loss  of  Mr.  Ghichester  must 
be  deeply  deplored,  and  in  Private  Thomas  Tucker,  of  Gompany  A,  the 
regiment  has  lost  one  of  its  bravest  and  most  efficient  members.  Asst 
Surg.  Talcot  Eliason  accompanied  me.  and  was  as  conspicuous  with  his 
pistol  making  wounds  as  he  was  arterwards  with  other  instruments 
healing  them. 

Of  the  detachment  engaged  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  is  to 
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say  that  tbey  acted  as  tbo  First  Cavalry  always  have  done,  obeyed  orders, 
coolly  riding  up  and  sbooting  tbe  deluded  men  with  their  pistols,  regard 
ouJy  being  paid  to  carrying  out  instructions  and  not  to  their  own  lives. 

The  enemy  were  a  portion  of  the  Fourteenth  New  York  State  Militia^ 
of  Brooklyn,  and  fought  with  much  more  bravery  than  the  Federal 
troops  usually  exhibit  It  is  the  same  regiment  that  so  thickly  dotted 
tbe  field  of  Manassas  upon  the  21st  with  red. 

When  the  action  ceased  it  was  so  late  in  the  day  I  deemed  it  inexpe- 
dient to  carry  out  the  object  first  in  view,  encumbered  as  I  was  with 
prisoners  and  wounded  men,  and  returned  slowly  to  camp.  The  fight 
took  place  a  little  over  a  mile  this  side  of  Falls  Church,  upon  the  road 
leading  to  Fairfax  Court-House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FITZ.  LEE, 
Lieutenani'Colanel  First  Virginia  Cavalry j  Commanding. 

Gapt  L.  S.  Bbien,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

[ntdonemeat.] 
HEADQUABTEBS  CAVAI.BT  BbIGADE, 

Camp  Qui  Vive^  November  20, 1861. 

BespectfuUy  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral Army  of  the  Potomac.  This  gallant  and  successful  affair  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Lee  and  his  detachment  of  First  Virginia  Cavalry  against 
the  enemy's  best  troops  in  chosen  position  receives  my  unqualified  praise 
and  commendation.*  The  loss  of  the  gallant  Chichester  is  a  severe  one 
to  me,  as  his  services  were  invaluable. 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


VOVEMBSB  20, 1861.— Skiimiflh  near  Vienna,  Va. 

RBPORXS. 

Ko.  1.— Capi.  Charles  A.  Bell,  Third  Penngylvania  Cavalry. 
Ho.  2.— CuL  Bobert  Baaaom,  Jr.,  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Capt  Charles  A.  Bell^  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Company  F,  Thibd  Pennsylvania  Cavalby, 

Camp  Marcy^  November  26, 1861. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  in  fhli 
detail  of  the  tour  made  by  Companies  F  and  M  (strength  4  officers  and 
109  enlisted  men ;  taking  out  15  men,  orderlies  and  pickets,  left*94)  of 
the  above  regiment,  composing  the  squadron  under  my  command,  to- 
gether with  the  incidents  and  occurrences  of  the  day : 

After  having  received  your  orders  and  left  Camp  Marcy  this  morning 
at  or  near  0  o'clock,  I  proceeded  with  my  command  to  General  Porter's 
headquarters  to  report  and  receive  further  orders.  I  saw  General  Por- 
ter, and  he  gave  me  orders  to  the  effect  that  1  would  march  via  Vienna 

*  Seeieport  No.  4,  under  '*  Capture  of  Union  foraging  party,"  &o.,  November  16,  p.  439. 
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tD'Hantei^^Mill,  provided  that  when  I  approached  Vienna  I  deemed  it 
safe  to  do  so.  The  object  of  the  march  was  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the 
location  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  together  with  that  of  a  force  of  their 
cavalry  which  was  supposed  to  be  lurking  near  the  road  from  Vienna 
to  Hunter's  Mill.  Alter  leaving  the  oi^erlies  detailed  by  Adjutant 
Douglass  at  General  Porter's  headquarters  I  proceeded  to  Minor's  Hill 
(General  Morell),  and  after  having  procured  a  guide  started  to  Vienna 
via  Falls  Chuix^h.  After  marching  about  2  miles  I  placed  a  guard  of 
12  men  and  1  non-commissioned  officer  in  advance  of  the  squadron 
about  600  yards  to  act  as  advance  guard.  I  also  placed  at  equal  dis- 
tances apart,  2  in  each  place,  4  men  between  the  advance  guard  and  the 
main  body.  With  all  possible  precaution  we  slowly  approached  Vienna, 
stopping  at  nearly  every  house  on  the  road  and  making  inquiries  of  all 
whom  we  met  relative  to  the  position  and  proceedings  of  the  enemy. 
Just  before  entering  Vienna,  in  accordance  with  a  suggestion  from  the 
guide,  I  placed  in  the  rear  a  guard  the  same  as  in  front. 

Upon  arriving  at  Vienna  I  halted  the  squadron  and  went  several  rods 
forward  to  make  observations.  I  saw  the  road  leading  fh>m  Vienna  to 
Hunter's  Mill  and  conversed  with  the  guide  upon  the  subject  of  follow- 
ing it  Everything  being  quiet  in  and  seemingly  so  around  Vienna,  we 
thought  it  but  little  dangerous  to  proceed  to  Hunter's  Mill.  After  cau- 
tioning my  men  to  be  vigilant,  keeping  a  watchful  eye  on  both  sides  of 
the  road  and  preparing  ourselves,  we  started. 

Before  proceeding  farther,  I  will  stat«  that  the  position  of  the  officers 
was  as  follows :  Captain  Bell,  Company  F,  in  position  as  captain  com- 
manding squadron ;  Lieutenant  L^ne,  Company  M,  center  of  squadron 
on  right  flank ;  Lieutenant  Lodge,  Company  F,  with  advance  guard ; 
Lieutenant  Ford,  Company  M,  commanding  fourth  platoon. 

1  think  we  had  proceeded  about  1  mile  on  that  road  when  I  heard  a 
report  frt)m  a  loaded  piece,  the  report  being  repeated  in  quick  succession 
five  times.  The  alarm  was  at  once  given,  the  attack  being  made  in  the 
rear,  and  ran  from  left  to  right  like  an  electric  shock.  Immediately 
after  a  volley  was  fired  by  the  enemy,  and  some  one  in  the  rear  cried 
out,  "  Run  for  your  lives ;  they're  on  us! " 

Every  one  seemed  seize<l  with  a  panic,  and  a  rash  was  at  once  made 
by  the  rear  guard  on  the  left  of  the  squadron,  and  commencing  on  the 
left  the  horses  started  at  a  trot.  I  looked  around  (my  horse  being  at  a 
walk)  and  gave  the  command  ^^  Halt !"  just  previous  to  a  second  volley 
being  fired  on  us.  The  enemy  was  then  just  behind  us,  and  there  was 
a  general  cry  from  the  rear,  ^'  Go  forward,"  at  which  every  one  started 
at  a  full  gallop.  It  was  then  utterly  impossible  to  halt  the  men,  so 
much  confusion  existing.  We  were  marching  in  column  of  twos,  the 
road  being  very  narrow,  and  hemmed  in  on  both  sides  with  trees,  we 
could  only  move  forward,  the  enemy  following  us  at  full  speed.  We 
advanced  about  1  mile,  when  the  guide,  by  a  right  turn,  led  us  in  a  new 
direction.  I  was  then  about  the  center  of  the  fouith  platoon,  and  after 
turning  the  corner  stopped  my  horae,  all  in  front  running  at  fhll  speed. 
I  again  gave  the  command  '^  Halt !"  and  after  a  few  eflbrts  was  success- 
ful in  rallying  about  20  men.  I  was  just  on  the  eve  of  giving  instruc- 
tions, when  upon  glancing  around  I  observed  a  much  larger  lK)dy  than 
the  other  coming  from  the  direction  in  which  we  had  previously  been 
moving  forward,  and  seeing  that  an  attempt  to  defend  ourselves  would 
prove  fruitless,  I  gave  the  command  to  retreat.  We  did  so,  the  distance 
between  us  and  the  enemy  remaining  about  the  same.  Firing  at  will  on 
both  sides  was  very  heavy  for  several  minutes.  The  road  on  which  we 
were  retreating  was  in  miserable  condition,  and  stumbling  among  the 
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horses  was  freqoent.  some  faUing  and  throwing  their  riders,  and  then 
niDoing  away  at  fall  speed,  leaving  their  riders  to  retreat  the  best  thej 
could  on  foot. 

Lientenants  Lodge,  Lane,  and  Ford  were  near  the  head  of  the  column 
endeavoring  to  persuade  the  men  to  halt,  but  they  (the  men)  would 
listen  to  no  commands  until  we  had  retreated  about  2  miles,  when  I 
again  rallied  a  number  of  them ;  but  our  number  being  small,  and  the 
enemy  approaching  us  closely,  we  started  through  the  woods  towards 
the  main  road,  the  guide,  of  course,  being  in  front.  Upon  reaching  a 
place  of  safety,  I  spoke  to  the  squad  about  going  back  to  look  tbr  those 
who  were  missing  and  probably  hurt  by  a  fall  from  their  horses,  but 
our  horses  would  not  stand  much  longer,  so  we  approached  slowly  our 
pickets.  Upon  arriving  at  our  pickets  on  the  Leesburg  turnpike  I  tbund 
7  of  our  men  on  horses  awaiting  us.  We  rested  our  horses  for  a  few 
moments  and  then  started  for  camp.  When  just  inside  the  lines  a  few 
rods  I  met  (reneral  Porter,  who  ordered  us  to  return  with  him,  and 
obeying  his  orders,  marched  towaJ^ds  the  lines  a  short  distaiice,  when 
his  next  order  was  to  return  to  camp.  W^e  did  so,  passing  on  our  road 
a  squadron  under  your  command,  and  arriving  at  camp  about  8  p.  m. 
this  evening. 

With  the  above  account,  I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GHAS.  A.  BELL, 
Captainj  Commanding  Sixth  Squadron, 

Col.  WlLLIAU  W.  AVEBELL. 

[ladonaBients.] 

Headquabtebs  Second  Gavalby  Bbigabe. 

Camp  Marcy^  November  27, 1861. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  It  is  presumed  that  many  of  the  men  re- 
ported missing  will  find  their  way  back  to  this  camp,'and  that  some  of 
the  property  may  be  recovered. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  general  commanding  will  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  this  squadron  was  never  under  fire  before,  and  that  fh)m 
want  of  an  infontry  support,  knowledge  of  the  country,  and  the  critical 
position  of  the  force,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  panic  did  not  prove  more 
disastrous. 

I  would  add  to  the  report  of  the  captain  that  he  captured  two  horses 
and  equipments,  one  of  them  with  blood  upon  the  saddle  and  evidently 
belonging  to  an  officer,  so  that  the  enemy  must  have  been  seen,  and  in 
safficient  force  to  have  been  commanded  by  an  officer. 

WM.  W.  AVERBLL, 

Colonel^  Commanding, 

Headquabters  Poeteb's  Division, 

EalVe  Eillj  Va.^  November  27, 1861. 

From  the  best  information  I  can  get-,  and  listening  to  the  statement 
of  those  who  were  dismounted  at  the  first  alarm,  and  who  came  in  to- 
day, I  infer  that  the  force  which  made  the  attack  was  small,  but  the 
panic  of  the  rear  guard  spread  to  main  body,  and  in  the  anxiety  to 
escape  confusion  reigned,  and  the  men  knocked  down  and  ran  over  each 
other.  The  party  was  not  on  the  road  which  they  were  directed  to  take 
and  were  negligent. 

The  party  which  made  the  attack  is  located  beyond  Vienna,  in  a  pine 
forest^  about  3  miles  from  depot,  and  is  composed  of  the  KorUi  Garolina 
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Gavaliy.  The  exact  location  I  shall  know  to-night,  and  if  they  can  be 
strack  or  enticed  oat  without  bringing  on  a  general  action  I  will  make 
a  proposition  to-night 

F.  J.  POBTBR, 
Brigadier-Qeneral^  Commanding. 


1^0.  2. 
Ee^fwrt  of  C6L  Robert  BanBom,  jr^  Fir$t  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  First  N,  C.  Cavalry,  Ninth  Reg't  Vols., 

Camp  WiUiam  T.  AshCy  November  27, 1861. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  more  detailed 
report  of  a  scout  made  by  a  portion  of  my  regiment  on  yesterday : 

With  20  men  from  each  of  Companies  B,  D,  E,  G,  H,  and  E,  we  left 
camp  at  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  myself,  M^jor  Gk>rdon,  Adjutant  Henry,  and 
Dr.  CHagan,  of  the  field  and  stkff,  and  Captains  Whitaker,  Folk,  and 
Wood,  Lieutenants  Shaw,  Andrews,  Bryan,  Boane,  Gaines,  and  Ellis. 
LieuteDant-Colonel  Baker  was  left  in  charge  of  the  camp. 

At  a  point  some  half  mile  to  the  left  of  Hockhurst's  Mill  we  were 
joined  by  Captains  Crumpler,  Barringer,  Lieutenants  Cowles,  Greer, 
and  Foard,  and  about  20  men  (a  part  of  those  who  had  been  on  picket 
duty  and  were  just  relieved). 

From  this  iK)int  we  moved  by  a  small  path  through  thick  pines  and 
oak  woods  to  near  where  the  Dranesville  road  crosses  the  railroad,  then 
followed  said  road  to  a  lane  nearly  opposite  and  to  the  right  of  the 
dwelling  of  Lewis  Johnston.  This  new  direction  was  traveled  until  we 
reached  an  old  brick  mill.  Upon  this  road  were  tracks  of  quite  a  numer- 
ous body  of  cavalry,  but  some  day  or  two  old.  At  the  mill  we  turned 
about  to  the  right,  and  at  the  house  of  Edward  Johnston  were  informed 
that  a  body  of  about  150  cavalry  had  passed  about  an  hour  or  two  be- 
fore. We  here  saw  the  tracks,  and  followed  them  for  about  a  mile. 
They  then  turned  directly  to  the  left,  and  in  a  direction  of  where  we 
were  told  the  enemy  was  in  force  of  from  5,000  to  10,000.  Their  camp 
is  supposed  to  be  not  far  from  a  place  known  as  the  Old  Court-House. 
Supposing  that  they  had  gone  to  their  camp,  I  deemed  it  best  to  proceed 
in  direction  of  Vienna,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  we  did.  A  few  hun- 
dred yards  from  Vienna  a  road  entering  the  one  we  were  on  indicated 
that  the  enemy  had  just  passed,  and  that  we  were  immediately  in  his 
rear.    A  moment  after  my  advance  guard  reported  him  in  sight. 

The  column  was  marching  by  twos.  I  at  once  formed  fours,  expect- 
ing to  be  upon  him  almost  instantly.  We  passed  Vienna  at  the  trot 
The  enemy  soon  turned  about  to  the  right  upon  the  narrow  road  lead- 
ing in  the  direction  of  my  pickets  and  to  Hockhurst's  Mill.  The  head 
of  the  column  soon  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  in  a  deep 
cut  in  the  road.  He  had  not  seen  us.  The  advance  guard  of  6  or  8 
men  was  ordered  to  fire,  with  a  view  to  disconcert  him,  and  I  at  once 
charged  his  column  with  120  men.  Those  of  the  six  companies  first 
enumerated,  Captains  Crumpler's  and  Barringer's  companies,  were  held 
in  reserve. 

Upon  die  discharge  of  the  advance  guard  the  enemy  fled,  and  in  an 
instant  or  two,  notwithstanding  the  narrowness  of  die  road  an\l  the 
start  he  had,  my  men,  most  gallantly  led  by  M^jor  Gordon,  came  upon 
his  heels.  Within  300  yards  1  man  was  killed,  2  or  3  wounded,  and 
several  taken  prisoners.     The  enemy  kept  the  road  upon  whicn  we 
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foand  him  for  abont  a  mile  or  little  more,  and  then  turned  short  to  the 
right,  through  a  lane  leading  in  the  direction  of  his  camp.  We  pursued 
him  for  a  mile  or  two  upon  the  new  road,  when  the  rally  was  sounded. 

Just  after  taking  the  first  prisoners  I  received  a  message  from  the 
fronts  saying  the  enemy  was  in  force  of  some  200  and  alK>ut  to  make 
s  stand.  The  reserve  was  at  once  brought  up,  but  before  it  came  in 
si^ht  the  enemy  had  again  taken  to  his  heels  and  was  out  of  reach. 
My  men  were  soon  assembled,  and  I  am  happy  to  state  that  not  one  was 
hwet  by  the  enemy.  One  man  received  a  slight  injniy  from  the  fall  of 
his  horse. 

The  enemy  lost  1  man  killed  (said  to  be  a  Lieutenant  Lane),  6 
woonded.  and  26  taken  prisoners.  One  of  the  wounded  was  so  badly 
injured  tnat  we  were  compelled  to  leave  him  at  a  farm  house.  We  cap- 
tcued  17  horses  and  equipments,  26  sabers,  25  pistols  (revolvers),  and 
15  Sharp's  carbines.  The  prisoners  threw  away  in  the  woods  some  of 
their  arms. 

From  the  prisoners  we  learn  that  the  enemy  attacked  consisted  of  two 
companies  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  numbering  about  120. 
The  companies  named  by  them  were  F  and  M.  Some  of  the  prisoners, 
ivhile  unreservedly  talking,  said  there  were  three  companies  of  60  each. 
One  or  more  of  those  taken  had  the  letter  K  upon  their  caps. 

I  am  proud  to  bear  testimony  to  the  admirable  conduct  of  my  men 
npon  this  their  first  meeting  the  enemy.  All  behaved  well,  but  I  do 
DO  injustice  in  mentioning  particularly  Mfyor  Gordon,  whom  I  directed 
to  lead  the  charge;  Captain  Wood,  who  joined  him  before  reaching  the 
enemy;  Captain  Whitaker,  who  saw  the  enemy  to  the  last  point,  and 
Captain  Folk,  who,  though  in  rear,  found  his  way  with  a  iK)rtion  of  his 
men  to  the  front  before  the  enemy  was  driven  beyond  hope  of  capture. 
Private  Primrose,  of  Company  H,  was  of  the  advance  guard,  and  be- 
haved with  marked  coolness,  discretion,  and  presence  of  mind. 

Dr.  O'Hagan  was  prompt  to  relieve,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  wounded 
prisoners,  and  gave  the  best  guarantee  of  his  efficiency  whenever  it  may 
be  tested  on  a  wider  field. 

This  report  is  much  more  lengthy  than  I  considered  the  importance 
of  the  pursuit  demanded,  but  it  is  made  with  pleasure,  in  conformity 
with  the  wishes  and  commands  of  the  generals  commanding  the  brigade. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  BAKSOM,  Jr., 
Colonelj  Commanding  First  N,  C  Cav,  {Ninth  N.  0.  VoU») 

Capt  L.  S.  Bbebn,  A.  A.  6.,  Cavalry  Brigade. 

[Intfonement.] 

Headquabters  Cavalry  Brigade, 

Camp  Qui  Vive,  November  29, 1861. 

Bespectfnlly  forwarded.  Colonel  Bansom's  report  speaks  well  and 
deservedly  of  the  gallantry  of  his  officers  and  men  in  this  their  first 
meeting  with  the  enemy.  It  remains  for  me  to  call  attention  to  the  ad- 
iQirable  management  of  Colonel  Ransom  himself,  to  whose  nntiring  zeal 
and  unceasing  efforts  this  regiment  owes  that  efficiency  and  discipline 
which  will  always  insure  it  success.  The  result  of  tiiis  our  first  en- 
gagement with  tiie  enemy's  cavalry  is,  I  doubt  not,  highly  satisfietctory 
to  the  Goneralin-Chief.* 

J.  B.  B.  STUABT, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding, 

•  See  report  No.  4,  under  "  Cftptme  of  Union  foraging  party/'  Ac,  November  16,  p.  439. 
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VOVEMBEE  26-27,  1861.— Expedition  to  DranesviUOp  Va.,  and  skinniaL 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Qoorge  A.  McCall,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2. — Col.  George  D.  Bayard,  First  Pennsylvania  Cayalry. 

No.  1. 

Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  George  A.  McCall,  U,  8.  Army. 

Headquabtebs  McOall's  Division, 

November  27, 1801. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Col. 
G.  D.  Bayard,  First  Regiment  Cavalry,  Pennsylvania  Reserves,  of  a 
very  snccessful  expedition  made  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  in 
the.  direction  of  Dranesville,  where  I  had  ascertained  that  a  picket  force 
of  the  enemy  was  stationed.  The  men  who  were  sent  by  the  colonel 
for  ambulances  reported  to  me  a  strong  force  opposed  to  the  colonel, 
whereupon  I  put  the  First  Brigade  of  my  division  under  arms,  and  with 
Kerns'  battery  was  marching  to  his  support,  when  we  met  the  colonel's 
command  returning.  The  troops  all  evinced  praiseworthy  alacrity  on 
the  occasion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McOALL, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding  Division. 

General  S.  Wiluams,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


No.  2. 
Beport  of  CoL  George  D.  Bayardj  First  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Camp  Peirpoint,  Va.,  November  27, 1861. 

Bib:  In  obedience  to  orders  I  started  fh>m  this  camp  yesterday  with 
my  regiment  at  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  marching 
on  Dranesville.  We  reached  positions  above  and  behind  Dranesville 
shortly  after  5  in  the  morning,  after  a  very  tedious  and  toilsome  march. 
Major  Barrows  advanced  on  tne  town  by  the  northern  pike  which  leads 
to  it,  with  two  companies  of  the  regiment,  whilst  I,  with  the  other  eight, 
gained  the  rear  of  the  town,  and  advanced  by  the  Leesburg  pike.  There 
were  but  two  picketmen  in  the  town.  These  were  cavalrymen,  belong- 
ing to  Col.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart's  regiment  of  Virginia  Horse,  and  were  capt- 
ured, with  their  horses  and  arms,  by  Captain  Stadelman's  Company  B. 
I  arrested  6  of  the  citizens  of  Dranesville  who  are  known  to  be  seces- 
sionists of  the  bitterest  stamp.  The  names  of  the  citizens  taken  are  as 
follows:  John  T.  Day,  M.  D.,  Dranesville^  B.  H.  Gannel,  Great  Falls, 
Va.;  John  T.  D.  Bell,  C.  W.  Coleman,  Dranesville:  W.  B.  Day,  M.  D., 
Dranesville;  J.  B.  Farr.  Upon  my  return,  some  miles  from  Dranesville 
afire  was  opened  upon  the  head  of  the  column  fi^m  a  thick  pine  wood. 
Assistant  Surgeon  Alexander  was  seriously  wounded,  and  Private  Joel 
Houghtaling  was  badly  wounded,  and  I  had  my  horse  killed.  Surgeon 
Stanton  received  a  ball  in  his  overcoat  and  his  horse  was  shot  twice. 
The  woods  were  instantly  surrounded,  and  the  carbineers  dismounted 
and  sent  into  the  woods«    We  killed  2  and  captured  4;  one  of  whom  is 
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shot  twice  aod  is  not  expected  to  live.  Private  Hooghtaling  is,  I  fear, 
mortify  woauded.  I  captured  2  good  horses,  5  shot-guns,  1  HalPs 
rifle,  and  2  pistols.  The  names  of  the  prisoners  are  as  follows:  W.  D. 
Farley,  first  lieutenant.  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  captain,  on  General 
BoDham's  staff;  F.  De  Caradene,  lieutenant,  Seventh  South  Carolina 
Volnnteersj  P.  W.  Casper,  Seventh  South  Carolina  Volunteers;  Thos. 
GolemaD,  citizen,  of  Dranesville,  is  dangerously  wounded;  P.  Hilde- 
brand  and  A.  M.  Whitten,  privates.  Thirtieth  Virginia  Cavalry,  taken 
at  Dranesville  on  picket.    We  killed  or  captured  all  we  saw. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  speaking  of  the  splendid  manner  in 
which  both  men  and  officers  behaved.  The  fine  manner  in  which  Msyors 
Jones,  Byrnes  (second  lieutenant.  Fifth  Cavalry),  and  Barrows  acted 
cannot  be  too  highly  commended  or  appreciated.  All  acted  well,  and 
I  cannot  but  thus  publioly  express  my  admiration  for  their  truly  admi- 
rable behavior. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  D.  BAYARD, 
Colonel  First  Fenngylrania  Regiment  Cavalry. 

Capt  H.  J.  BiDDLB,  A.  A.  O.^  McCalVe  Division. 


VOVEHBEB  27,  ISGL-^Skirmish  near  Fairfia  Conrt-Honse,  Va. 

Export  of  Capt  William  M.  Boyd^  First  New  York  Cavalry^  toith  con- 

ffratulatory  orders. 

Camp  Keabny,  neab  ALEXAin)BiA,  Va., 

November  27,  ISdl. 

Sib  :  A  reconnoitering  party  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry  ^consisting  of 
my  company  and  Captam  Bennett's)  was  ordered  out  this  day  under 
my  command. 

The  command  proceeded  along  the  Little  Biver  turnpike  to  within  a 
short  distance  of  Annandale,  where  we  passed  the  last  of  our  pickets. 
Here  we  halted,  and  I  ordered  Ihe  arms  to  be  loaded,  and  sent  forward 
an  advance  guard,  consisting  of  a  dozen  good  men  armed  with  Sharp's 
rifled  carbines,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Stevenson,  of  my 
company.  I  also  detached  a  rear  guard  and  flank  patrols  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenants  Woodruff  and  Thomas,  Captain  Bennett  and 
myself  remaining  with  the  main  body.  In  this  order  we  proceeded  to. 
within  1^  miles  of  Fair&x  Court-House,  where  we  learned  that  about  a 
dozen  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  been  there  early  in  the  morning  for 
com.  From  here  we  marched  forward  to  within  about  1,000  yards  of  the 
Conrt-Honse,  when  our  advance  guard  were  suddenly  flred  upon  by  the 
enemy's  infantry  fh>m  behind  a  large  rifle-pit  running  diagonally  across 
the  turnpike,  covering  the  approach  to  the  village.  The  direction  of 
the  pit  was  from  right  to  lefb.  The  advance  guard  immediately  de- 
ployed to  the  right  and  left,  some  of  them  sheltering  themselves  behind 
a  house  on  the  left  of  the  pit,  from  which  they  kept  up  a  lively  fire 
npon  tlie  enemy's  cavalry,  who  showed  themselves  in  scattering  groups 
at  various  points,  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  us  out.  On  the 
first  shot  being  fired  I  rode  forward  to  reconnoiter,  having  halted  the 
main  body  and  leaving  them  under  command  of  Captain  Bennett, 
where  they  remained  concealed  from  the  enemy's  view  during  the  whole 
affair,  none  bnt  the  advance  guard  being  engaged.    As  one  of  my  men 
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who  was  dismoanted  behind  the  hoose  raised  his  carbine  to  his  shonlder 
he  remarked,  <<  I  wish  I  had  my  old  rifle  here,"  and  simnltaueously  with 
the  remark  he  fired,  and  one  of  the  cavaky  was  seen  to  drop  from  his 
horse.  Daring  all  this  time  the  enemy  kept  np  a  desultory  fire  from 
the  rifle-pits,  and  fearing  that  the  enemy  might  be  manenvering  to  oat- 
flank  as,  I  ordered  the  men  to  cease  firing,  and  we  started  on  oar  way 
home. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasnre  to  be  able  to  state  here  that  daring  the 
whole  affiur  the  officers  and  men  nnder  my  command  behaved  with  the 
most  admirable  coolness,  standing  where  the  enemy's  boUets  whistled 
all  aroand  them  and  aiming  their  pieces  in  a  calm  and  determined 
manner,  and  it  was  with  great  reluctance  that  they  left  the  field.  On 
our  return  the  enemy  followed  us  up  at  a  respectful  distance,  firing  on 
our  rear  guard  as  they  advanced.  Our  men  returned  the  fire,  and  the 
enemy  soon  abandoned  the  pursuit. 

We  returned  on  the  Little  Biver  turnpike  as  &r  as  Hayne's  hoose, 
when  we  took  the  left-hand  road  leading  to  Mills'  Gross-Boads,  and 
from  thence  on  the  Fairfax  road  to  Falls  Church.  When  on  this  road 
about  a  mile  from  Mills'  Cross-Boads  we  were  challenged  ^  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  the  Twentieth  [Thirty-firstJ  New  York  Volunteers 
(Colonel  Pratt),  who  mistook  us  for  rebel  cavalry,  as  a  lot  of  cavalry  had 
been  seen  on  the  hills  reconnoitering  in  the  neighborhood  all  day.  The 
officers  of  this  regiment  showed  they  understood  their  duty,  and  it 
would  be  well  for  our  service  if  all  our  outposts  exercised  tne  same 
vigilance.  We  met  no  further  obstructions,  and  reached  camp  about 
5  o'clock  p.  m.,  having  been  in  the  saddle  from  9  o'clock  a.  m. 

There  ought  to  be  signals  adopted,  so  that  outposts  and  patrols  may 
be  enabled  to  recognize  each  other,  and  thus  avoid  very  unpleasant 
suspicions  and  more  frequent  accidents. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  if  a  squadron  of  cavalry  were  allowed  to  bivouac 
out  overnight  some  prisoners  might  be  captured,  as  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry, in  squads  of  about  a  dozen,  are  in  the  habit  of  patrolling  along 
the  road  early  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the  evening.  A  few  com- 
panies of  infantry,  a  section  of  artillery,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry 
might  dislodge  the  enemy  from  Fairfi&x  Oourt-House.  The  roads  fix>m 
here  to  Fairfax  Court-House  are  excellent  for  all  arms  of  the  service. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  BOYD, 
Captain^  First  N.  T»  Volunteer  Cavdlryj  late  Lincoln  Oavalrjf. 

Capt.  E.  Spabbow  Pubdy, 

Aesiatant  Adjutunt-Oeneralj  Alexandria  Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

Heabquabtebs  Camp,  November  28, 1861. 

Bespectfally  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral. In  my  opinion  the  actions  of  Captain  Boyd  were  characterieed 
by  coolness  and  discretion.  The  regiment  to  which  he  belongs  has 
nothing  to  show  that  it  belongs  to  the  United  States — ^no  guidons  or 
colors  of  any  kind— although  the  proper  requisitions  have  been  made 
over  and  over  again. 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 
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SPBdAL  Obdbbs,  )  Hdqbs.  Abmt  of  thb  Potomao, 

lio.  170.  )  Waahinffton^  December  5, 1861. 

•  •••••  • 

7.  The  Major-General  Gommanding  has  read  attentively  and  with 
much  satig&otion  the  report  of  Gapt  William  H.  Boyd,  First  New  York 
Gayalry,  of  the  reconnaissance  made  on  the  27th  ultimo  by  the  squadron 
under  ms  command,  consisting  of  Boyd's  and  Bennett^s  companies  of 
that  regiment.  The  coolness  and  discretion  displayed  on  that  occasion 
by  Gaptain  Boyd  and  the  officers  and  men  of  his  command  deserve  the 
highest  praLse,  and  have  won  for  them  the  confidence  of  the  Gommand- 
ing €^eral. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  Minor-General  McGlellan : 

8-  WILLIAMS, 
Assiitant  A^utant  Oeneral, 


VOTBMBBS  80,  IMl.— Skinniih  neat  numih  of  little  Gacapon  Biver,  West 

Virginia. 

Seport  of  Brig.  Oen.  B.  F.  Kelley^  U.  8.  Army. 

BoMNEY,  Ya.,  November  30, 1861—11  p.  m. 

Nothing  new  to-night  except  bushwhackers  captured  6  of  our  horses 
and  wounded  3  men  to-day.  Teams  were  out  on  river  road  south  of 
town  after  hay.  But  to  ofbet  that.  Gaptain  Dyche's  met  party  of  secesh 
Dear  mouth  of  Little  Gacapon  and  captured  4  horses,  saddles  and  bri- 
dles, one  a  field  offtcer's.  Little  Gacapon  Bridge  will  be  done  to-morrow 
morning. 

B.  P.  KBLLET, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 
M%j.  Gen.  Gbobge  B.  MoGlellan. 
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2, 1861.— -Sldniiiih  at  Annandala,  Va. 


Ko.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Louis  Blanker,  17.  S.  Aimy. 
No.  2.— H^J.  Alonso  W.  Adorns,  First  New  York  Cayalxy. 
No.  3.— Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Franklin,  U.  &  Army. 
No.  4. — ^Brig.  Gen.  John  Newton,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Eeport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Louie  Blenketj  U.  8.  Army. 

Hdqbs.  BbigadiebGenebal  Bleneeb's  Division, 

Hunter^s  Chapel,  December  4, 1861. 

SiB:  I  reepectfbllj  lay  before  yon  a  detailed  report  of  the  skirmish 
which  took  place  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  instant  between  our  pickets 
and  part  of  the  rebel  cavabry.  The  following  are  the  particnlars  of  this 
affair: 
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At  aboat  1  o'clock  p.  m.  (be  vedettes  at  Annandale  Station  discov- 
ered some  cavalry  in  front  and  gave  dne  notice  to  the  grand  guard,  but 
at  the  same  instant  a  force  of  a^nt  200  cavalry  came  in  fnll  ^lop«  and 
thos  attacked  the  several  pickets  belonging  to  Company  A,  Forty-fifth 
Begiment  New  York  Yolanteers,  on  the  left  wing,  between  Annandale 
Station  and  the  turnpike  which  leads  from  Alexandria  to  Fairfax  Couit- 
House.  The  vedettes  were  at  first  under  the  impression  that  it  was  our 
own  cavalry,  which  made  their  daily  round  about  this  time,  and  it  thus 
happened  that  they  were  overpowered  and  had  to  fall  back  into  the 
woods,  where,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Weller,  they  made  a  stand, 
firing  on  the  enemy.  The  drummer.  Feuerstein,  gave  the  sign  in  time, 
and  it  was  by  his  commendable  zeal  tnat  the  two  companies  at  Cox's  farm, 
under  Captain  Doebke,  and  a  small  squad  of  Mounted  Bifies,  under  com- 
mand of  First  Lieut.  William  B.  Parnell,  were  immediately  dispatched 
on  the  battle-ground,  and  at  once  charged  on  the  enemy  and  drove  him 
back.  First  Lieutenant  Parnell  showed  great  bravery.  The  enemy  fled 
towards  Centreville.  The  detail  of  the  Mounted  Bifies  and  four  compa- 
nies of  the  Forty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  pursued  them  for  two 
miles ;  then  they  formed,  as  it  was  necessary,  for  immediate  action. 

Patrols  ^ere  sent  out  towards  Centreville  and  Fairfox  Court-House, 
who  on  their  return  reported  ^^  All  quiet."  After  having  received  tiie 
report  at  these  headquarters,  I  ordered  one  squadron  of  cavalry,  as 
well  as  a  battery  of  light  artiUery,  as  re-enforcement,  who  immediately, 
under  my  si>ecial  command,  departed  to  the  scene  of  action.  Two  com- 
panies of  the  Mounted  Bifies  stand  till  now  in  readiness  upon  Mason's 
Hill,  as  likewise  three  companies  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Begiment  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers  stand  as  reserve  at  Bose  Hill.  The  pickets  are 
posted  again  as  before. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  2  prisoners,  2  killed  lying  outside  of  the  lines, 
and  7  or  8  wounded.  Our  loss,  as  far  as  ascertained,  is  1  killed — Car- 
ftten  Huhnenberg,  private  of  Company  A,  Forty-fifth  Begiment  New 
York  Volunteers — and  12  men  missing,  also  of  Company  A.  There  is 
1  horse  of  the  enemy  killed  in  the  woods  and  1  horse  captured. 

I  have  further  to  report  that  Brevet  Second  Lieutenant  Von  Hay- 
thausen,  of  the  Forty -fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  is  missing  since  Sun- 
day night,  and  is  supposed  to  have  gone  over  to  the  enemy.  He  took 
along  with  him  a  horse  belonging  to  the  onlerly  of  the  New  York 
Mounted  Bifies  at  Bose  Hill.  This  attack  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was 
caused  by  a  detachment  that  had  been  sent  out  foraging,  by  statement 
of  the  prisoners,  although  they  seemed  to  be  weU  informed  of  our 
position. 

There  have  been  arrested  and  sent  to  these  headquarters  the  owner 
of  Cox's  farm,  his  son,  and  two  laborers,  as  by  report  of  ofiicers  and  men 
they  are  suspected  to  be  hot  secessionists ;  but  as  it  is  contrary  to  gen- 
eral orders  to  arrest  persons  on  suspicion,  I  ordered  them  to  be  set  &ee, 
notwithstanding  at  several  times  in  the  night  signal  lights  from  their 
farm  house  have  been  seen.  To  avoid  similar  occurrences  as  just  now 
reported,  strict  orders  have  been  issued  to  the  pickets  to  fire  upon  any 
cavalry  neariug  the  same,  unless  thoy  ride  at  a  slow  pace. 

According  to  last  night's  report  from  the  commander  of  the  outposts 
there  is  nothing  new  to  add. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

LOUIS  BLBNKBB, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Gen.  B.  B.  Mabgy, 

Chief  of  Staff  of  Maj.  Oen.  MoClellan^  Comdg.  U.  8.  Army. 


CHAv.ZIT.]  SKIBMISH  AT  AKNANDALE,  VA.  453 

Ko-  2. 

Bq^art  of  Maj.  AUmzo  W.  Adams^  Firtt  New  York  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  FmsT  Regiment  New  York  Oavaley, 

Camp  Kearny y  Va,j  JDeoember  2, 1861. 

Sm:  For  the  information  of  the  Gommauding  General  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  37,  and  in  obedi- 
ence to  instmctions  from  General  Franklin,  I  this  day  proceeded  with  a 
small  squadron  of  cavalry  (79  rank  and  file)  up  the  Little  River  turn- 
pike to  the  town  of  Annanaale,  and  about  1  mile  south  of  the  outer  line 
of  our  pickets.  At  Annandale  I  learned  that  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry 
had  been  seen  yesterday  morning  in  that  vicinity.  Having  an  advance 
and  rear  guard  deployed  as  flankers  and  skirmishers,  I  moved  up  the 
turnpike  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Court-House  about  3^  or  4  miles, 
without  opposition  and  without  discovering  the  enemy's  pickets.  I  re- 
turned to  Annandale  about  2  o'clock  p.  m.,  where  I  met  with  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pinto,  of  the  Thirty -second  New  York  Begiment,  commander  of 
our  picket  guard,  who  was  accompanied  by  two  officers — lieutenants — 
and  22  men  of  the  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  by  whom  I  was  informed 
that  we  were  probably  surrounded  by  the  enemy,  as  a  battalion  of  rebel 
cavalry,  more  than  200  strong,  had,  not  fifteen  minutes  before  my  arrival, 
dashed  through  that  place,  killing  one  of  our  pickets  and  taking  with 
them  several  more  as  prisoners.  Having  thrown  out  skirmishers  and 
posted  vedettes,  I  disposed  my  command,  including  that  of  the  Mounted 
Bifles,  in  order  of  battle,  and  waited  an  attack  from  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  I  sent  Captain  Hendrich,  of  ray  squadron,  to  the 
lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Forty-fifth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers, 
who  was  about  half  a  mile  distant,  in  command  of  3  companies  of  his 
regiment,  with  a  request  that  in  case  of  attack,  which  was  momentarily 
expected,  he  should  support  me  with  his  infiftntry.  Captain  Hendrich 
returned  with  a  message  from  the  lieutenant-colonel  acceding  to  my 
request  and  promising  to  move  up  his  command  nearer  to  Annandale. 
Confidently  relying  upon  this  pledge,  I  held  possession  of  the  place  until 
about  5  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  to  my  surprise  I  ascertained  that  the  three 
companies  of  the  Forty-fifth,  instead  of  coming  to  my  support,  had 
retired  in  the  direction  of  Falls  Church,  and  probably  to  their  encamp- 
ment. 

About  6  o'clock  a  messenger  whom  I  had  dispatched  to  General  Frank- 
lin for  orders  returned  with  a  message  from  Brigadier-General  Kearny, 
advising  me  that  General  Franklin  was  in  Washington ;  that  I  must  not 
attempt  to  hold  Annandale  over  night,  but  return  with  my  command  to 
camp;  and  also  that  he  (General  Kearny)  had  dispatched  two  squadrons 
of  cavalry  to  my  support  My  skirmishers  brought  in  a  prisoner,  who 
was  arrested  by  Corporal  Lowry,  of  Company  G,  while  attempting  to 
make  his  escape,  and  who,  after  making  various  contradictory  state- 
ments— at  first  claiming  to  be  a  Union  soldier,  but  not  being  able  to  give 
the  names  of  his  immediate  officers  in  command — finally  lulmitted  that 
he  was  a  rebel  soldier  on  picket  duty;  that  his  name  is  Williams,  and 
that  he  belongs  to  the  Fourteenth  South  Carolina  Begiment.  After 
being  assured  of  his  personal  safety,  and  that  the  rel^l  accounts  of 
cruelty  on  our  side  towards  prisoners  were  false,  he  gave  a  great  deal 
of  information  respecting  the  position  and  movements  of  the  enemy, 
which  statements,  some  of  them  quite  improbable,  were  received  l)y  me 
for  what  they  were  worth,  and  himself  forwarded  a  prisoner  to  head- 
quarters. 
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On  my  retnm  from  Annandaley  and  about  2  miles  from  that  place,  I 
met  the  two  sqnadrons  ordered  to  my  support,  under  command  of  Liea- 
tenant-Colonel  Schickfriss,  and  accompanied  by  Brigadier-Gtoerals 
Kearny  and  Newton.  By  order  of  General  Kearny  we  all  returned  to 
camp,  which  we  reached  about  9  o'clock. 
All  of  which  is  respectfhlly  submitted. 

With  high  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

A.  W.  ADAMS, 
Major  Second  Battalion  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

Capt  E.  Spabsow  Eusdy,  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraU 


No.  3. 
Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  WUUam  B.  FraMUn^  U.  8.  Army. 

HSADQUABTEBS, 

Camp  Williams,  December  6, 1861. 

Genebal  :  I  transmit  with  this  a  report  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Newton 
on  the  attack  made  upon  our  pickets  on  Monday  last.  The  statements 
in  it  show  bad  behavior  on  the  part  of  pickets  of  the  division  on  my 
right,  which  I  regretfully  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Commanding  QeneraL 
There  is  a  rumor  that  a  sergeant  who  was  acting  as  lieutenant  deserted 
from  these  pickets  on  Sunday,  the  1st  instant.  If  this  be  the  case,  it 
may  account  for  the  accurate  manner  in  which  the  dash  was  made  by 
the  enemy's  cavahy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  FBANKLIN, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division, 
Brig.  Oen.  8.  Williams, 

Adjuta/nt'Oeneral  Army  of  FotomaCj  Washingtonj  D.  0. 


No.  4. 

B^port  of  Brig.  Oen.  John  Kewton,  U.  8.  Army. 

Headquabtebs  Bbioade, 
Camp  Williams,  December  6, 1861. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  information  of  the  division 
commander,  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinto, 
field  officer  of  the  day,  in  command  of  the  pickets  of  this  brigade  on 
the  Little  River  turnpike,  between  the  30th  of  November  and  the  4th 
of  December,  1861.  The  case  of  Lieut.  T.  Hamilton  Haire,  found  sleep- 
ing on  picket  guard  with  his  whole  guards,  has  already  been  reported 
and  acted  upon. 

On  Monday,  the  2d  instant,  at  about  1  p.  m.,  the  enemy's  cavalry,  re- 
ported by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinto  at  nearly  200  men,  burst  through  the 
German  pickets  of  Blenker's  division  (Forty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers), 
which  adjoined  and  sustained  the  extreme  right  flank  of  my  pickets, 
in  three  detachments,  the  first  detachment  taking  the  Little  River  turn- 
pike, leaping  and  otherwise  passing  through  the  barricade  about  one- 
quarter  mile  beyond  Padgett's  tavern,  at  the  junction  of  the  Little 
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Biver  and  Columbia  tornpikes;  the  second  taking  the  line  of  the  nn- 
finished  railroad^  and  taming  the  barricade;  the  third  evading  the 
barricade  by  taking  the  fields  to  the  north  of  the  Little  Biver  tampike. 
The  pickets  of  the  Forty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  stationed  at  the 
barricade  and  on  the  unfinished  railroad  and  elsewhere  in  the  neighbor- 
hood are  positively  alleged  not  to  have  fired  a  shoL  in  consequence  of 
which  the  rebel  cavalry,  having  penetrated  beyond  tne  barricade,  made 
prisoners  of  2  men  of  the  Thirl^-second  New  York  Volunteers,  belong- 
iug  to  my  brigade,  posted  ou  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  who  were  thus 
taken  by  surprise  and  captured;  not,  however,  before  they  had  dis- 
charged their  pieces  at  the  enemy.  The  rebel  cavalry  turned  imme- 
diately and  retreated  at  full  speed,  passing  the  barricade.  &c,  and  I 
i^ret  to  report  the  pickets  of  the  Forty-fifth  again  omitted  to  fire. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Pinto,  knowing  that  a  patrol  of  79  men  of  the 
Lincoln  Cavalry  had  passed  that  morning  towanls  Fairfax  Court-House, 
led  a  company  from  his  pickets  to  their  support,  finding  them  at  An- 
nandale  shortly  after  his  arrival  there.  The  enemy  in  their  retreat  had 
passed  through  Anuandale  before  our  cavalry  arrived  there  on  their 
return,  and  thus  a  meeting  of  the  hostile  cavalry  forces  did  not  take 
place. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Pinto,  after  due  inquiry,  places  our  loss  as  fol- 
lows :  Two  privates  of  the  Thirty-second  New  x  ork  Volunteers,  belong- 
ing to  my  brigade,  captured  300  yards  this  side  of  the  barricade ;  sev- 
eral men  of  the  Forty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  of  General  Blenker's 
division,  taken  at  the  barricade,  and  additional  losses  along  the  line 
of  Blenker's  pickets;  the  total  being  14  prisoners  and  1  killed.  The 
enemy's  loss  he  puts  at  3  killed  and  2  prisoners. 

Colonel  Pinto  reports  a  very  free  use  of  liquor  in  the  pickets  of  the 
Forty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  Colonel  Pinto  seems  to  have  behaved  with 
great  coolness,  decision,  and  prudence  in  the  emergency,  and  that  his 
conduct  merits  my  approbation. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  NEWTON, 
Brigadier' Otneraly  Commanding, 

Capt  B.  Spaeeow  Pxtedy, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Division  Headquarters. 


BECEXBEB  6, 1861.— Expedition  to  Onnnell'sFarm,  near  Branesville,  Va. 

Beport  of  Brig,  Oen.  Oeorge  A.  McCall^  U.  8*  Army. 

Hbadquabtbbs  MgCall's  Division, 
Camp  Peirpointy  Va.j  December  6, 1861. 

Gbivebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  ordered  General  Meade's 
brigade,  with  Eems'  battery  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  under  Major 
Jones,  to  march  at  6  o'clock  this  morning  to  GunnelPs  farm,  2}  miles 
northeast  of  DranesviUe,  with  instructions  to  capture  two  nephews  of 
Gnnnell's  and  to  bring  in  the  forage  on  his  farm.  For  this  latter 
purpose  I  put  under  his  charge  a  train  of  57  wagons.  General  Ord's 
bri^e,  with  Easton's  battery,  followed,  and  halt^  within  supporting 
distance.  Gunndl  is  a  bitter  secessionist,  and  his  nephews  (Colmans) 
arc  bad  men.    The  former  is  now  in  the  Confederate  Army ;  the  latter, 
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formerly  of  that  Army,  have  more  recently  been  in  the  habit  of  watxsh- 
ing  the  Potomac  between  Great  Falls  and  Seneca  and  firing  on  our 
pickets.  They  are  reported  to  me  by  my  guide  to  have  shot  two  strag- 
glers of  Oenered  Banks'  division^  and  left  them  for  the  hogs  to  devour. 
On  arriving  on  the  ground  some  time  after  Meade,  I  found  that  he  had 
captured  the  Colmans  and  3  sons  of  Poole,  rank  secessionists,  and  after 
making  the  necessary  dispositions  to  resist  an  attack,  commenced  load- 
ing the  train,  which  work  was  soon  completed,  and  the  command  re- 
turned, arriving  here  at  6  p.  m. 

Nothing  of  the  enemy  was  seen  or  heard  by  the  scouts  sent  out  in 
advance  and  on  the  flanks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McOALL, 
Brigadier-Oeneraij  Commanding  DivitUm. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Maboy,  Chief  of  Staff. 

P.  S. — ^It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  refer  to  the  very  exemplary  conduct 
of  all  the  troops  on  this  occasion,  and  can  commend  firom  personal  ob- 
servation the  good  discipline  maintained.  There  was  no  straggling  or 
lagging  behind  during  the  march  out  or  returning. 


DECEHBSB  18,  1861.— Engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  West  Virgixiia. 

liSFORTS,   ETC. 

No.    1. — Brig.  God.  Robert  H.  Milroy,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.   2.— Col.  James  A.  Jones,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.    3.— Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Confederate  Secretary  of  War. 

No.  4.— Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Loring,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Army  of  North- 
western Virginia. 

No.  5. — CoL  Edward  Johnson,  Twelfth  Georgia  Infiintry,  and  xesponae  of  the  8eere- 
tary  of  War. 

No.   6.— Lient.  Col.  Z.  T.  Conner,  Twelfth  Georgia  Infantry. 

Nt>.   7.~Lient.  Col.  G.  W.  Hansbrongh,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.   8.~Miu'.  A.  G.  Reger,  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 

No.   9.— Lieat.  C.  £.  Dabney,  C.  8.  Cavalry. 

No.  10. — ^Betorn  of  casualties  in  the  Confederate  forces. 

No.  1. 

BeporU  of  Brig.  Oen.  Robert  H.  Milroy,  U,  S.  Army,  commanding  IHs' 
"  trict  of  Cheat  Mountain,  with  return  of  casualties. 

Cleveland,  December  14, 1861. 
Stevens  sends  me  the  following : 

General  Milroy,  with  700  men,  met  General  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  with  2,000,  at 
Alleghany  Camp,  West  Virginia,  yesterday,  and  aft«r  3  hoars'  hard  fighting  defeated 
Johnson,  with  loss  200  killed,  inclnding  many  offlcen,  and  30  prisonen.  Johnaon 
burned  his  camp  and  retreated  to  Staunton.    Federal  loss  about  30. 

A.  STAGER, 
SuperintendenU 

T.  T.  ECKERT, 

Chief  of  U.  8,  Military  Telegraph  Linej  War  Department 
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Extract  /ram  the  ^^  Record  of  EvenU^  return  of  Qeneral  Milrojfs  com- 

mandj  for  December ^  1861. 

Upon  December  13  an  expedition  was  sent  ont  and  attacked  a  camp 
of  the  enemy,  generally  known  as  Camp  Baldwin,  Alleghany  Mount- 
ains, in  Pocahontas  Gonnty,  Virginia.  The  expedition  consisted  of  C50 
of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Begimeut,  400  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteers, 250  of  the  Second  Virginia  Volunteers,  300  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Volunteers,  130  of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  30 
of  Bracken's  cavaUy.  The  result  of  the  expedition  is  detailed  in  the 
official  report  of  General  Milroy,  now  on  file  in  the  Department* 

The  number  of  prisoners  captured  by  our  forces  was  26. 


Bdum  of  eatuaHieB  In  the  Union  forem  in  ths  engoffemeni  at  Camp  Allegkanjff  W,  Fa., 

Deomher  13, 1861. 


Command. 


Ninth  Indlaaft 

TbirtMntb  Indian*... 
Twenty-flfUi  Ohio . .... 
Thirty-aeocmd  Ohio  . . 
Second  Weot  Vizsinla 

Totol 


• 

1 

a 

M 

^ 

94 

8 

13 

2 

23 

4 

6 

M 

6 
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10 

2 

7 

20 

107 

10 

21 
20 
M 

12 
9 


137 


No.  2. 

Bej^ort  of  OoL  James  A.  JoneSj  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  infantry. 

Hdqus.  Twenty-fifth  BEaiMENT  Ohio  Volunteers, 

HuttonsvillCy  Va.j  December  13, 1861. 

Sis:  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon 
of  the  movements  and  conduct  of  my  regiment  and  a  i)ortion  of  the 
Thirteenth  Indiana  and  Thirty-second  Ohio,  which  were  temporarily 
attached  to  my  command,  on  the  13th  instant,  at  Camp  Baldwin,  on  the 
summit  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains : 

After  leaving  the  pike  we  advanced  up  the  mountain,  which  was  very 
steep  and  rocky,  for  about  one  mile  to  the  summit  on  the  right  and  rear  of 
the  enemy's  camp,  to  await  the  attack  of  the  Ninth  Indiana  and  Second 
Virginia,  as  you  directed;  but  as  we  approached  the  top  of  the  bill  we 
discovered  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  immediately  retreated  on  our  ap- 
proach. I  gave  the  order  to  pursue  them  in  double  quick,  as  the  enemy 
would  be  informed  of  our  advance.  One  company  of  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana,  being  in  advance,  was  conducted  by  Lieutenant  McDonald,  of 
General  Beynolds'  staff,  until  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  wood,  in 
fall  view  of  the  enemy's  camp.  Finding  them  already  formed,  and  ad- 
vancing with  a  large  force  to  attack  us,  Lieutenant  McDonald  halted 
the  company  of  the  Thirteentb  Indiana,  and  ordered  it  deployed  into 
line.    I  immediately  formed  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  on  his  right  and  the 


*  Not  foimd. 
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other  two  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  on  onr  left,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio  formed  on  their  left.  The  fire  was 
already  opened  on  the  right,  and  was  carried  through  the  line.  After  a 
few  rounds  the  enemy  retreated  in  great  confusion,  with  great  slaughter, 
leaving  tiieir  dead  and  wounded.  They  now  again  relied  and  com- 
menced to  advance,  returning  our  fire  with  great  vigor.  Some  of  the 
men  commenced  falling  to  the  rear  all  along  the  lines.  Captains  Charles- 
worth  and  Crow^.  of  the  Twenty -fifth  Ohio;  Lieutenant  McDonald, 
Captains  Myers  ana  Newland,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana;  and  Captain 
Hamilton,  of  the  Thirty-second  Ohio,  rallied  them  and  brought  them  up 
into  line.  In  a  few  moments  the  enemy  fell  back,  and  attempted  to 
turn  our  right  flank,  but  were  immediately  met  and  repulsed.  Our  men 
by  this  time  had  become  broken,  but  were  again  rallied  by  the  officers 
of  the  different  commands,  who  conducted  themselves  nobly.  The  enemy 
again  attempted  to  advance  upon  us,  but  shared  the  same  fate  as  before. 

After  making  several  attempts  to  drive  us  from  the  wood,  they  de- 
ployed to  the  left,  to  turn  our  left  flank  and  get  in  our  rear.  I  ordered 
a  portion  of  the  command  to  advance  and  attack  them^  which  was  done 
in  a  gallant  manner,  the  enemy  retreating  to  their  cabms,  but  soon  ap- 
peared again.  Our  men  finding  that  they  were  not  receiving  support 
by  the  Ninth  Indiana  and  the  Second  Virginia,  quite  a  number  com- 
menced retreating,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  they  were  rallied. 
Some  did  not  return,  but  disgracefully  left  the  field,  but  the  remainder 
of  the  command  fought  like  veteran  soldiers,  driving  the  rebels  again 
to  their  cabins;  but,  being  soon  rallied  by  their  officers,  they  again  re- 
newed the  attack  with  a  large  re-enforcement,  and  poured  a  galling  fire 
into  our  thinned  ranks,  our  men  holding  their  position  and  returning 
the  fire  with  great  energy  and  slaughter,  the  officers  of  the  different 
detachments  urging  and  cheering  them  on.  Many  of  the  men  had  left 
the  field  with  the  wounded,  and  some  without  cause,  which  had  much 
reduced  our  number,  and  our  ammunition  was  almost  exhausted.  The 
artillery  was  turned  upon  us  with  shot  and  shell,  but  without  any  effect, 
and  the  enemy  was  again  compelled  to  retire  to  their  cabins  with  great 
slaughter,  as  usual.  Our  ammunition  being  exhausted,  I  thought  it 
prudent  to  fall  back  to  the  headquaiters  of  the  commanding  general, 
which  was  done  in  good  order. 

I  am  Sony  to  be  compelled  to  say  some  of  the  men  behaved  veiy 
badly,  but  it  was  not  confined  to  any  one  regiment.  I  cannot  close  this 
report  without  expressing  my  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  of  the  different  detachments.  Captains  Charlesworth,  Crowell, 
Johnson,  Askew;  Lieutenants  Dirlam^  Bo  wins,  Merryman,  Wood,  and 
Haughton,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio;  Lieutenant  McDonald,  of  General 
Beynolds'  staff,  while  there ;  M%jor  Dobbs«Captains  Myers  and  Newland, 
and  Lieutenants  Kirkpatrick,  Bailey,  [f  ]  Harrington,  [Y]  and  Jones  (who 
was  killed),  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana;  Captain  Hamilton  and  other  offi- 
cers of  the  Thirty -second  Ohio,  whose  names  I  did  not  learn,  rendered 
me  efficient  ser\ice  by  their  cool  and  gallant  bearing  throughout  the  en- 
gagement, which  lasted  about  three  hours.  The  enemy's  ibrce,  as  near 
as  I  could  ascertain,  was  about  2,500,  with  nine  pieces  of  artillery.  The 
force  under  my  command  was  about  700.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Richard- 
son and  Major  Webster  were  absent  Captain  Brown  received  an  injury 
on  the  evening  before,  and  was  not  able  to  be  in  the  engagement 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  JONES, 
Colonel  Ttcenfy  fifth  Eegiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infawtry^  U,  8.  Army, 

Brigadier-General  Milbot. 
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No.  3. 

Report  of  Hon.  J.  P.  Benjaminy  Confederate  Secretary  of  War* 

Wab  Depabtment,  C.  S.  A., 
Mu^mandj  Va.j  January  3, 1862. 

To  the  Pbesident  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  herewith  for  commanication  to  Con- 
gress tiie  official  reports  of  the  battle  of  .Alleghany  Moantain,  in  which 
oar  troops,  1,200  in  namber,  successfnlly  withstood  the  assanlt  of  more 
tiian  foiufold  their  nnmbcff,  and  dro^e  the  enemy  ftom  the  field  after  a 
combat  as  obstinate  and  as  hard  fonght  as  any  that  has  oconrred  during 
the  war. 

Toar  appreciation  of  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Johnson  has  already 
been  testified  by  his  promotion  to  the  grade  of  brigadier-general,  and  I 
have  taken  pleasure  in  conveying  to  the  gallant  troops  under  his  com- 
mand the  expression  of  approval  and  admiration  that  they  so  fdlly  de- 
serve. 

I  doubt  not  that  Congress^  on  the  reading  of  this  report,  will  cordially 
ooncar  with  the  Executive  in  the  opinion  that  in  this  brilliant  combat 
oiBoers  and  men  have  alike  deserved  well  of  their  country  and  merit  its 
thanks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War, 


No.  4. 


B^forts  of  Brig.  €hm.  William  W.  Loring^  commanding  Army  of  Nortk- 

western  Virginia. 

Staunton,  December  13, 1861. 

Gbnebal  :  I  inclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Johnson,  which  I  received 
to-day.  The  enemy  was  informed  of  our  movement,  it  seems,  through 
deserters,  but,  as  exx>ected,  the  troops  on  Alleghany  checked  and  re- 
pnlsed  them  with  loss.  The  weather  has  been  so  good  that  they  were 
enabled  to  atts^k  with  their  entire  force,  and  will  no  doubt,  as  stated 
by  Colonel  Johnson,  endeavor  to  possess  the  pass  now  occupied  by  us 
when  it  is  evacuated.  In  consequence  of  their  formidable  appearance, 
and  not  being  assured  of  their  intention,  I  have  tor  the  time  ordered 
Colonel  John^n  to  remain  where  he  is,  and  given  directions  for  the 
command  to  halt  upon  this  road  about  20  miles  distant,  where  it  will 
strike  it  enjroute  to  Strasburg.  I  expect  it  there  in  two  or  three  days. 
I  have  arranged  the  march  in  case  we  could  not,  which  was  highly  de- 
sirable, get  the  use  of  the  rail  from  here  to  Strasburg,  to  march  through 
with  our  own  transportation.  It  will,  of  course,  delay  us.  Should  the 
weather  shortly  take  an  inclement  turn,  the  enemy  may  be  forced  to  re- 
tom  to  Cheat,  and  enable  us  to  follow  up  the  design  contemplated. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Ool.  S.  CooPEB,  AdJutanUOeneralf  Biohmondj  Va. 
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Staunton,  Va.,  December  17, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  [of  15th  instant]  this  day 
received  from  Col.  E.  Johnson,  commanding  at  Alleghany.*  In  conse- 
quence of  the  necessity  of  meeting  the  enemy  at  Alleghany,  and  the 
uncertainty  of  their  movement,  I  have  determined  to  keep  the  command 
of  Colonel  Johnson  where  it  is  for  the  present,  holding  it  in  readiness 
to  move  at  any  time  in  the  direction  of  Moorefield  should  it  be  thought 
best.  I  do  this  for  the  reason  that  it  would  be  some  days  before  that 
command  could  move,  and  that  it  is  undoubtedly  the  determination  of 
the  enemy  to  occupy  Alleghany  Pass,  if  possible,  and  to  re-enforce  Gen- 
eral Kelley  by  crossing  the  Alleghany  and  forming  a  junction  with  him 
via  Moorefleld.  I  have,  besides  Uie  command  of  Colonel  Taliaferro  (four 
regiments),  advanced  some  days  ago,  the  whole  of  the  troops  from  the 
Huntei'sviile  line,  composed  of  the  three  Tennessee,  two  Virginia  regi- 
ments, and  ihe  Hampden  and  Danville  batteries  of  artillery,  in  all, 
about  6,000  men. 

Two  of  the  regiments,  the  Seventh  Tennessee  and  the  Twenty-first 
Virginia,  left  here  on  yesterday,  via  the  Valley  road,  and  the  remainder 
are  now  at  Byan's,  about  20  miles  distant,  on  the  Monterey  road.  I  shall 
order  to  move  to-morrow  morning,  via  Harrisonburg,  the  whole,  to 
form  a  junction  with  General  Jackson  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier-  OeneraL 

General  Samuel  Cooper, 
A€(jutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral  C.  8.  Army^  Bichmondj  Va. 


No.  6. 


Reports  of  Col,  Edward  Johnson^  Twelfth  Georgia  Infantry^  and  response 

of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Camp  Alleghany,  December  13, 1861. 

Colonel:  Yesterday  I  sent  out  a  scout,  who  fell  in  with  a  column  of 
the  enemy,  killing  some  8  or  10.  This  morning  our  pickets  were  driven 
in  about  4  a.  m.  I  made  preparations  to  meet  the  enemy.  They  ap- 
peared in  force— not  less  than  5,000  men ;  attacked  my  right  and  left.  On 
the  right  there  are  no  defensive  works.  On  the  hill  to  the  left  we  have 
hastily  thrown  up  a  trench.  I  have  only  about  1,200  effective  men.  Four 
hundred  of  my  men  met  the  enemy  on  the  right  flank,  and  after  a  severe 
contest  defeated  them.  On  the  left  the  enemy  attacked  our  intrench- 
ments,  but  failed  to  carry  tbem.  They  were  met  on  both  points  with 
the  most  determined  heroism,  and,  after  a  contest  lasting  from  7  a.  m. 
until  near  2  p.  m.,  repulsed  with  great  loss.  Our  victory  has  been  com- 
plete, but  dearly  bought  We  have  lost  several  pillant  officers  killed 
and  many  wounded.  Among  the  killed  are  Capt.  P.  B,  Anderson,  Lee 
Battery ;  Captain  Mollohan,  Hansborough's  battalion.  Wounded,  Cap- 
tain Deshler,  my  acting  assistant  acyutautgeuerdi;  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hansborough,  Lieut.  George  T.  Thompson,  Thir^-first  Virginia  Regi- 
ment, and  others — Lieutenant  Thompson  fatally,  1  fear. 

The  enemy  were  led  into  my  camp  by  a  Virginia  traitor.  Since  the 
battle  the  Forty-fourth  have  come  up,  and  the  Fifty-eighth,  I  am  in- 
formed, is  en  route  to  this  place.    The  enemy  left  a  large  number  killed 
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and  wounded  on  the  field.    They  carried  off  a  large  number,  some  ten 
or  twelve  ambulance  loads  of  wounded. 

I  trust  immediate  action  will  be  taken  relative  to  this  position.  Under 
recent  orders,  I  have  sent  to  the  rear  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores.  I  have  all  along  contended  that  this  place  would  be 
occupied  if  we  abandoned  it.  I  feel  confident  that  they  have  planned 
this  attack  upon  information  furnished  by  deserters  from  this  camp,  and 
that  they  will  ocxsupy  it  if  we  leave  it.  The  position  is  one  which  could 
with  sufficient  force  be  made  quite  strong,  but  the  extent  of  ground  to 
be  occupied  is  too  large  fur  a  small  one.  My  first  letter  to  you  will  show 
that  I  thought  the  force  left  here  was  too  small. 

Prisoners  taken  to-day  state  that  the  enemy  had  5,000  men  drawn 
from  Huttonsville,  Cheat  Mountain,  and  other  places  in  rear  of  Cheat 
Mountain.  I  will  forward  you  a  more  detailed  report  at  my  earliest  con- 
venience.  I  am  making  preparations  for  the  enemy  in  the  event,  which 
I  do  not  think  probable,  of  his  renewing  the  attack  to-morrow  or  at  any 
time  before  we  evacuate  this  i>osition.     - 

In  the  event  of  remaining  here,  stores  mnst  be  immediately  sent  back. 
If  we  leave,  we  should  do  so  as  soon  as  the  public  property  is  sent  back. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

E.  JOHNSON, 
Cohnelj  Commanding, 

Col.  C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Asiiitant  Adjuiant-Oeneral,  Army  Northwest. 


Camp  Alleghany,  December  15, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  nothing  to  report  concerning  the  enemy  since  the 
battle  except  what  I  hear  from  prisoners.  From  a  sergeant  captured 
I  learn  that  Generals  Beynolds  and  Milroy  commanded,  and  that  the 
expedition  was  based  upon  information  furnished  them  by  five  deserters 
from  Hansborough's  battalion,  who  left  here  about  a  week  since.  Troops 
were  drawn  from  Beverly,  Huttonsville,  and  Cheat  Mountain.  All  that 
they  could  collect  were  brought  up.  The  right  was  guided  to  our  posi- 
tion by  a  traitor  from  Northwestern  Virginia  named  Shipman,  who  is 
quite  fomiliar  with  this  country.  The  left  was  guided  by  a  noted  guide 
and  traitor,  who  lived  within  3  miles  of  this  place,  named  61ater.  We 
ha<l  timely  warning  of  their  approach,  but  could  not  ascertain  their 
numbers  before  they  made  the  attack.  Our  works  had  been  suspended 
in  consequence  of  recent  orders.  None  had  been  erected  before  we  got 
here. 

The  enemy  were  totally  routed.  I  hear  from  citizens  on  the  line  of 
their  retreat  that  they  carried  numbers  of  dead  and  wounded  by  the 
houses,  and  acknowledged  that  they  had  been  badly  whipped.  They 
were  heard  to  accuse  their  officers  of  deceiving  them,  insisting  that 
our  numbers  were  largely  superior  to  their  own.  They  were  much 
demoralized,  and  I  hope  they  have  received  a  good  lesson.  Four  addi- 
tional dead  bodies  of  the  enemy  were  found  this  morning.  We  have  12 
or  14  of  their  wounded,  most  of  whom  will  die.  Our  loss  has  been  severe, 
but  with  our  small  number  against  such  odds  it  was  not  singular.  The 
Forty-fourth  Virginia  came  up  soon  after  the  fight.    It  is  still  here. 

Immediately  after  the  fight  I  ordered  the  transportation  of  stores 
from  this  pla^  to  stop,  and  no  more  trains  to  be  sent  to  this  place  until 
farther  orders.  I  am  strengthening  my  works,  and  I  trust  that  some- 
thing decisive  will  be  determined  upon,  so  that  I  may  know  what  to 
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da.    The  ordnance  ammunition  had  nearly  all  been  sent  back  when  we 
were  attacked,  bnt  most  of  the  lighting  was  with  infantry. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectAilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel^  Comnuinding. 

Col.  0.  L.  Stevenson,  AstUtant  A^ljutawt-OeneraL 


Heabquabtebs  Monterey  Line, 
Camp  Alleghany^  December  19, 1861. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
engagement  with  the  enemy  which  occorred  at  this  plcMDe  on  the  13th 
instant: 

On  the  12th  I  sent  out  a  scouting  party  of  106  men,  commanded  by 
Major  [John  D.  H.]  Boss,  of  thf  Fif^-second  Virginia  volanteers,  with 
instructions  to  ambuscade  a  pomt  on  the  pike  beyond  Camp  Baxter,  on 
Greenbrier.  On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  advance  guard  of  the 
enemy  approached,  were  fired  into  by  M^jor  Boss's  cpmmand,  and  many 
of  them  killed  or  wounded.  Immediately  the  main  body  of  the  enemy 
approached  in  force,  deployed,  and  advanced  upon  our  scouting  party, 
who  retired  and  came  into  camp  that  night 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  about  4  a.  m.,  I  was  aroused  by  the  offi- 
cer of  the  day,  who  reported  firing  at  the  advance  pickets  on  the  pike 
in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  turned  out  the  whole  of 
my  command,  and  prepared  to  meet  them.  I  ordered  Hansbrough's 
battab'on,  the  Thirty-first  Virginia,  commanded  by  Miyor  Boykin,  and 
Beger's  battalion  to  occupy  the  crest  of  the  mountain  on  the  right,  to 
guard  against  approach  from  that  quarter.  On  this  hill  there  were  no 
defenses.  There  were  some  fields  and  felled  timber  beyond,  which 
reached  the  crest  of  the  mountain.  The  enemy  advanced  to  our  front, 
and,  conducted  by  a  guid^,  a  Union  man  from  Western  Virginia,  who 
was  familiar  with  the  roads  and  trails  in  the  vicinity,  turned  off  fh)m 
the  turnpike  about  a  mile  from  our  position,  near  the  base  of  the  mount- 
ain, and  reached  our  right  by  a  trail  which  led  into  a  road  coming  into 
the  field  slightly  in  our  rear.  As  they  approached  this  position  pickets 
thrown  out  from  Hansbrough's  battalion  discovered  them,  and  reported 
them  as  advancing  in  strong  force. 

About  7.15  o'clock  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced,  and  a  terrific  fire  com- 
menced. The  enemy  on  this  flank  numbered  fully  2,000.  They  were 
gallantly  met  by  our  troops,  who  did  not  exceed  300  at  this  time.  As 
soon  as  I  heard  the  firing  I  ordered  two  companies  of  tiie  Twelfth 
Georgia  (Hawkins'  and  Blandford's),  who  had  at  the  first  alarm  been 
posted  on  the  pike  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  front  down  the  mount- 
ain, to  move  up  immediately  to  the  support  of  our  forces  on  the  right. 
Three  other  companies  of  the  Twelfth  (Davis',  Hardeman's,  and  Patter* 
son's),  Lieut.  XJ.  £.  Moore  commanding,  were  also  ordered  to  the  sup- 
port of  those  on  the  right,  who  were  making  a  gallant  defense  and 
holding  the  position  against  immense  odds.  Gallantly  did  the  Georgians 
move  up,  and,  taking  position  on  the  left,  received  a  terrible  fire  from 
the  enemy. 

By  this  time  the  extreme  right  had  been  forced  back,  but  seeing  the 
Georgians,  who  came  on  with  a  shout,  they  joined  them,  and  moved 
upon  the  enemy,  who,  taking  advantage  of  some  fallen  trees,  brush,  and 
timber,  poured  upon  them  a  terrific  fire.    Our  men  were  checked,  but 
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not  driven  back.  They  did  not  yield  an  ineb,  bat  steadily  advanced, 
cheered  and  led  by  their  officers.  Many  of  the  officers  fought  by  the 
side  of  their  men  and  led  them  on  to  the  conflict.  I  never  witnessed 
haider  fighting.  The  enemy,  behind  trees,  with  their  long-range  arms, 
at  fint  had  decidedly  the  advantage,  bat  oar  men  soon  came  ap  to 
them  and  drove  them  from  their  cover.  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  too 
exaggerated  of  the  anflinching  courage  and  dashing  gallantry  of  those 
500  men  who  contended  ftom  7.16  a.  m.  until  1.45  p.  m.  against  an  im- 
mensely superior  force  of  the  enemy,  and  finally  drove  them  from  their 
positions  and  porsued  them  a  mile  or  more  down  the  mountain. 

I  cannot  name  all  who  deserve  particnlar  mention  for  this  gallantry 
and  good  condnct.  Colonel  Hansbrongh,  whilst  gallantly  leading  his 
battalion,  was  wounded  b3''  a  pistol-shot  and  carried  from  the  field. 
Soon  after  the  fight  became  general  the  brave  Lieut.  G.  T.  Thompson, 
of  the  Thirty-first  Virginia,  fell  severely  wounded.  His  good  conduct 
had  attracted  my  attention,  and  he  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  me.  Cap- 
tain Mollohan,  while  cheering  and  leading  his  men  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  fell  mortally  wounded.  Lieutenant  Moore,  Twelfth  Georgia 
Volunteers,  whilst  gallantly  leading  a  charge,  fell  mortally  wounded. 
This  gallant  officer  was  ever  ready  for  any  expedition  involving  danger; 
he  was  truly  brave.  Captains  Davis,  Blandford,  Hardeman,  and  Haw- 
kins, their  officers  and  men,  behaved  admirably.  Captain  Davis  and 
his  company  were  conspicuous  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct 
throughont  the  fight.  Adjutant  Willis,  Lieutenants  McCoy,  Etheridge, 
Marshall,  and  Tnrpin,  Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment,  deserve  particular 
mention  for  their  good  condnct.  Mi^or  F.  M.  Boykin,  jr.,  command- 
ing Thirty-first  Virginia  Volunteers,  his  officers  and  men,  deserve 
my  thanks  for  their  unflinching  courage  throughout  the  struggle. 
This  regiment  suffered  severely.  Lieutenants  Toothman,  J.  Johnson, 
McNewmar,  J.  R.  Philips,  all  wonnded,  deserve  honorable  mention. 
Captain  Thompson,  Thirty-first  Virginia,  deserves  special  notice.  Ad- 
jutant Morgan,  Lieutenants  Robinson,  Haymond,  Sergeants  Jarvis, 
Boder,  Privates  Collins,  Mnsgrave,  and  Green,  Hansbrough's  battalion, 
are  favorably  mentioned  by  their  commanders. 

My  command  consisted  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia  Regiment,  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Z.  T.  Conner;  Fifty-second  Virginia, 
Major  Ross',  Hansbrough's,  and  Reger's  battalions;  Thirty-first  Vir- 
ginia, Major  Boykin;  L^  Battery  of  artillery,  four  pieces,  Capt.  P.  B. 
Anderson ;  Captain  Miller's  battery,  four  pieces,  and  a  detachment  of 
Pittsylvania  cavalry.  Lieutenant  Dabney.  The  artillery  was  posted  on 
the  hill  to  the  left  of  my  position,  which  had  been  intrenched.  Imme- 
diately after  the  troops  were  turned  out  the  Twelfth  Georgia  and  Fifty- 
second  Virginia  were  ordered  into  the  trenches.  The  Pittsylvania 
cavalry,  dismounted,  under  Lieutenant  Dabney,  also  went  into  the 
trenches,  armed  with  carbines.  A  large  column  of  the  enemy,  led  by 
one  Slater,  a  traitor,  well  acquainted  with  the  country,  approached  the 
left  of  this  position  by  a  road  running  along  a  leading  ridge. 

About  half  an  hoar  after  the  attack  was  made  on  the  right  this 
column  came  up  on  the  left  to  our  trenches.  They  were  evidently  sur- 
prised to  find  us  intrenched.  Here  the  brave  Anderson,  by  a  fatal 
mistake^  lost  his  life.  As  the  enemy  advanced  he  rode  to  the  trenches 
and  invited  them  in,  thinking  they  were  our  returning  pickets,  at  the 
same  time  teUiug  our  men  not  to  fire.  He  was  instantly  shot  down  by 
the  advanced  t^y  of  the  enemv's  force.  Our  men  then  opened  a 
galling  fire  upon  them,  and  they  fell  back  into  the  fallen  timber  and 
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brash,  from  which  they  kept  ap  a  constant  fire  at  oar  men  in  tho 
trenches  and  upon  oar  artillerists. 

My  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  Capt.  James  Deshler,  of  the 
artillery,  whilst  behaving  most  gallantly,  was  shot  down  in  the  trenches 
by  a  wound  through  both  thighs.  He  refused  to  leave  the  field,  and 
remained  in  the  trenches  until  the  day  was  over.  Captain  Miller 
opened  upon  the  enemy  with  his  guns  and  behaved  with  great  gal- 
lantry, exposing  himself  at  his  guns  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters. After  the  enemy's  force  on  the  right  had  been  repulsed  and 
driven  from  the  field,  I  ordered  all  of  our  men  who  had  been  engaged 
in  that  quarter  to  join  the  troops  in  the  trenches  on  the  left  They  took 
)>ost  with  the  oUier  troops,  and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  as  occasion 
ottered.  The  enemy,  under  the  fire  of  artillery  and  infantry,  soon  re- 
treated from  the  left,  leaving  their  dead  and  wounded. 

The  enemy's  force  on  the  left  was  larger,  if  anything,  than  the  force  on 
the  right  They  numbered  in  all  about  5J900  men,  who  had  been  drawn 
from  Belington,  Beverly,  Huttonsville,  filk  Water,  and  Cheat  Mount- 
ain. My  force  did  not  exceed  1,200  eftective  men  of  all  arms.  General 
Beynolds,  U.  S.  Army,  commanded  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and 
General  Milroy  the  attack  on  our  right  General  Milroy  is  reported  by 
prisoners  captured  to  have  been  wounded.  The  enemy  left  upon  the 
field  35  dead  and  13  wounded.  They  carried  from  the  field  large  num- 
bers of  dead  and  wounded.  This  I  get  from  citizens  who  reside  upon 
the  roads  along  which  they  retreated.  Ten  or  twelve  ambulances  were 
seen  conveying  their  wounded.  We  captured  3  prisoners  and  about  100 
stand  of  arms,  which  the  enemy  had  thrown  away  in  his  flight. 

Although  we  have  reason  to  be  thankful  to  God  for  the  victory 
achieved  over  our  enemies  on  this  occasion,  we  can  but  lament  the  lo83 
of  many  valuable  lives.  Our  casualties  amount  to  20  killed,  96  wounded, 
and  28  missing.  Many  of  the  missing  have  returned  since  the  day  of 
the  battle.  I  am  much  indebted  to  Surgs.  H.  B.  Green,  of  the  TwelfUi 
Georgia  Begiment,  and  W.  T.  Blanc,  of  the  Thirty-first  Virginia  Vol- 
unteers, for  their  attention  to  our  own  wounded  as  well  as  those  of  the 
enemy.  They  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  alleviate  their  suf- 
ferings. Dr.  Green  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  hand  by  a  spent  ball 
while  attending  to  the  wounded. 

Herewith  I  submit  a  list  of  casualties ;  also  the  reports  of  commanders 
of  regiments  and  corps. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  JOHNSON, 
Colonel  Twelfth  Georgia  Eegimentj  Comdg.  Monterey  Line, 

Col.  C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Chneralj  Army  Northwest j  Staunton. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Eichnondj  December  23, 1861. 

Sib:  The  report  of  the  engagement  of  the  13th  instant,  in  which  yonr 
gallant  command  met  and  repulsed  a  vastly  superior  force  with  a  steady 
valor  worthy  of  the  highest  admiration,  has  been  communicated  by  me 
to  the  President  and  I  rejoice  to  be  made  the  medium  of  communi- 
cating to  you  and  to  your  officers  and  men  the  expression  of  his  thanks 
and  of  the  great  gratification  he  has  experienced  at  your  success. 

I  am  happy  to  add  that  the  President  readily  and  cheerfhlly  assented 
to  my  suggestion  that  you  should  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  brigadier- 
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general,  as  a  mark  of  bis  approval  of  yonr  conduct,  and  yoar  nomina- 
tion will  accordingly  be  this  day  sent  in  to  the  Congress,  and  take  date 
from  the  day  of  the  battle. 

I  am.  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Brig.  Gen.  Edwaeb  Johnson,  Camp  Alleghany. 


No.  6. 
Eeport  of  Lieut  CoL  Z.  T.  Conner ^  Twelfth  Oeorgia  Infantry. 

Oahp  Alleghany,  December  17, 1861. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  this  brief  and  hastily-d^wn-np 
report  of  the  battle  of  13th  instant : 

About  4.30  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  pro* 
oeeded  with  seven  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Georgia  Begiment  to  oc- 
cupy tlie  rude  and  hastUy-drawn-up  intrenohments.  At  6  Jo  the  enemy 
were  reported  in  strength  upon  our  right  flank,  and  about  sunrise  the 
filing  commenced,  and  was  continued  without  intermission  for  over  two 
hours,  the  enemy  from  their  greatly-superior  force  disputing  most  obsti- 
nately every  inch  of  ground.  The  contest  was  so  closely  waged  for  some 
time  that  I  was  induced  to  dispatch  two  companies  from  Twelfth  Geor- 
gia Begiment,  Company  B,  Captain  Hiurdeman,  and  Company  I,  the 
lamented  Lieutenant  Moore  commanding,  to  re-enforoe  our  litUe  band 
and  aid  in  driving  the  enemy  back. 

About  this  time  the  attack  was  commenced  upon  our  left,  the  enemy 
having  covered  himself  by  the  heavily  fallen  timber  until  within  50 
paces  of  our  temx)orary  earthworks.  The  firing  had  little  effect  except 
in  exposed  positions,  which  resulted  in  some  deeply-to-be-deplored  casu- 
alties. The  death  of  those  gallant  officers.  Captain  Anderson  and  Lien- 
tenant  Beger.  and  badly  wounding  that  most  efficient,  indefatigable,  and 
brave  officer  Captain  Deshler,  who,  though  shot  down,  utterly  refused  to 
be  sent  from  the  field  until  the  enemy  were  repulsed  with  great  loss. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  entire  left  wing  was  ex- 
ceedingly creditable.  For  list  of  casualties  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to 
accompanying  tabular  statement  of  Lieutenant  Whitesides,  acting  adju- 
tant Tweltth  Georgia  Begiment 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  T.  CONNEB, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Twelfth  Oeorgia  Begiment. 

Col.  Edwabd  Johnson,  Commanding  Alleghany  Line. 


No.  7. 
Eqport  of  Lieut  Col.  0.  W.  Ranebroughj  C.  8.  Army. 

Camp  Alleghany,  December  16, 1861. 

Colonel  :  After  the  alarm  about  4.30  a.  m.  on  the  13th  instant,  pur- 
suant to  your  orders  my  battalion  was  stationed  in  the  woods  on  the 
hill  above  and  to  the  right  of  our  encampment.  Scouts  were  sent  out 
by  mo  to  the  turnpike  road  below  us  and  towards  Yamer's  on  the  right. 
The  Thirty-first  Virginia,  under  command  of  Mtgor  Boykin,  ordered  to 

30  B  B— YOL  Y 
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co-operate  with  ns,  did  not  come  np,  owing,  I  believe,  to  the  impassa* 
bleness  of  the  blockade  in  the  dark,  and  were  several  hundred  yards  to 
our  left. 

Soon  after  the  dawn  of  day  the  scouts  reported  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  in  strong  force  on  the  extreme  right.  Determining  to  feel  the 
enemy  with  a  view  to  test  his  strength  and  temper,  I  immediately  ad- 
vanced the  battalion  to  meet  him,  and  approached  within  150  yards  of 
where  he  was  forming  in  line  of  battle  a  force  at  least  ten  times  as 
nnmerous  as  mine.  I  sent  a  messenger  to  hurry  up  the  Thirty-first, 
which  was  then  not  in  sight,  and  then  ordered  the  battalion  to  fire  and 
fall  back  to  meet  the  Thirty-first.  Tbo  fire  was  delivered  with  coolness, 
and  it  is  thought  with  considerable  effect<.  Upon  us  falling  back  the 
enemy  poured  a  volley  of  Minie  balls,  which,  however,  flew  harmlessly 
over  our  heads. 

Meeting  the  gallant  Thirty-first  advancing  in  fine  spirits,  my  men 
rallied  and  returned  vigorously  to  the  charge.  Their  advance  was  re- 
tarded, not  hindered,  by  the  logs  and  brush  of  the  blockade.  The  fight 
here  was  almost  hand  to  hand,  the  roar  of  musketry  was  incessant  and 
deafening,  but  above  the  roar  rang  the  shouts  of  officers  and  men.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  not  much  order  was  observed.  The  men  fought 
on  their  own  hook,  each  loading  and  firing  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
Thirty-first  and  my  battalion  were  mingled  almost  indiscriminately. 
Ko  praise  applied  to  the  conduct  of  officers  or  men  here  engaged  in 
battie  can  be  justly  deemed  excessive.  Where  all  behaved  so  well  it 
may  appear  invidious  to  name  any,  but  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention 
that  the  calm,  the  ardent  courage  and  soldierly  demeanor  of  Adjt  C.  8. 
Morgan  and  the  dauntless  conduct  of  the  noble  Oapt.  William  H.  Mol- 
lohan  commanded  the  applause  of  every  beholder.  Lieutenants  Robin- 
son and  Haymond,  Sergeants  Jarvis  and  Boder,  and  Privates  Collins, 
Mnsgrave,  Green,  and  scores  of  others  desorvo  honorable  mention. 

Of  my  o\«*n  personal  knowledge  I  can  say  but  little  more,  for  here 
in  this  firat  charge,  whilst  descending  from  a  log  on  which  I  had  been 
standing  for  a  moment  urging  the  men  forward  to  the  charge,  I  was 
prostrated  by  a  pistol  ball,  which  entered  my  right  thigh.  In  this  con- 
dition  I  was  borne  off  the  field.  The  enemy  was  then  recoiling  before 
our  fire.  Their  final  discomfiture  and  retreat,  after  various  vicissitudes, 
are  known  to  you.  Victory  has  once  more  been  awarded  to  the  de- 
fenders of  the  right,  but  we  have  to  mourn  many  casualties.  That 
gallant  patriot  and  soldier  Captain  Mollohan  sealed  his  devotion  to 
the  cause  with  his  life's  blood.  Lieutenant  Haymond  was  severely 
wounded.  Our  entire  loss  was  4  killed,  13  wounded  (1  mortally  and 
several  severely),  and  5  missing. 
Eespectfuily, 

G.  W.  HANSBROUGH, 
Lieutenant'CoUmelj  Commanding  Battalion. 

Col.  Edward  Johnson,  Commanding^  dte. 


No.  8. 

Beport  of  Maj,  A.  O.  Beger^  Twenty-fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 

Headquarters  Twenty-fifth  Virqinia  Beodcknt, 

Camp  Alleghany^  December  16, 1861. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
Idth  instant  orders  came  to  me  that  the  enemy  were  approaching  in 
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force  on  the  Greenbrier  road,  and  to  report  the  men  nnder  my  com« 
mand  at  once  to  yoa  at  the  blacksmith  shop,  near  the  forks  of  the  road, 
which  was  done  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  after  remaining  there 
some  time  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  down  the  Greenbrier  road,  which 
was  done  in  good  order  in  doable-quick  time.  When  some  200  yanls 
down  the  road  we  were  ordered  up  the  hill  by  the  right  flank  through 
a  thick  blockade.  The  hiU  being  very  steep  and  difficult  to  ascend,  the 
men  became  very  much  scatterod.  When  near  the  top  of  the  hill  I 
received  directious  as  coming  from  you  to  occupy  the  point  of  the  hill 
on  the  south  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  as  the  enemy  were  reported 
advancing  up  the  turnpike,  which  I  did  with  a  portion  of  the  men, 
whilst  a  portion  of  the  Augusta  Lee  Kifles,  under  command  of  Oapt. 
B.  D.  Lilley ;  a  portion  of  the  Bockbridge  Guards,  under  command  of 
Lieut  J.  J.  Whitmore ;  a  portion  of  the  Franklin  Guards,  under  com- 
mand of  Sergt  E.  W.  Boggs,  and  a  i)ortion  of  the  Upshur  Greys,  num- 
bering in  all  about  00  men,  went  to  the  support  of  our  forces  on  the 
right  flank,  out  of  which  number  1  was  killed  and  11  wounded — none 
supposed  to  be  very  dangerous. 

The  ofBcers  and  men  who  went  to  the  right  flank  are  reported  to  have 
acted  bravely.  Dr.  Thomas  Opie,  assistant  sargeon  of  my  regiment, 
has  been  unremitting  in  his  care  and  attention  to  our  wounded  soldiers, 
not  only  of  this  regiment,  but  in  Colonel  Hansbrough's  battalion  and 
others. 

Besi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  BEGEB, 
Majovy  Comdg.  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

Col.  Edwabd  Johnson, 

Commanding  Forces  on  the  Summit  of  Alleghany. 


No.  9. 

Report  of  Lieut.  C.  E.  Ddbneyj  C.  8.  Cavalry. 

Headquarters  Cavalry  Camp, 

Alleghany  Summit^  December  15, 1861. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant  I 
caased  my  command  to  turn  out  immediately  I  received  intelligence  of 
the  enemy's  having  driven  in  our  pickets  and  held  it  in  readiness  for 
orders. 

After  remaining  in  this  iwsition  for  nearly  two  hours  the  enemy  sud- 
denly api>eared  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  which  the  Thirty-first  Vir- 
ginia Begiment  was  encami)ed,  and  commenc<^  a  Tapld  fire  of  mus- 
ketry. My  position  was  in  full  range  and  my  men  very  much  exposed 
to  the  fire.  I  immediately  rode  to  headquarters  to  get  orders,  but  found 
Colonel  Johnson  absent,  and  was  unable  to  ascertain  in  what  part  of 
the  field  he  was.  Under  these  circumstances  I  considered  it  my  duty 
to  carry  my  command  where  it  could  render  some  x service,  and  would 
not  be  oomi)elled  to  stand  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  with- 
out a  chance  of  returning  it.  I  accordingly  marched  it  up  to  the  in- 
trenchments  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  and  made  the  men 
dismount  and  stand  to  their  horses. 

After  the  lapse  of  some  time  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  on  oar  left 
flank  and  commenced  a  heavy  fire,  which  raked  the  hill.    Not  being 
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able  to  find  who  was  in  command  on  the  hill,  and  finding  my  men  very 
much  exposed  and  in  a  position  in  which  they  could  render  no  service, 
I  took  the  responsibility  of  ordering  them  to  secure  their  horses  behind 
the  cabins  and  to  go  into  the  ditches.  Directly  I  met  with  Colonel 
Johnson.  I  informed  him  of  the  steps  which  I  had  taken  and  my  rea- 
son therefor.    He  approved  of  them. 

The  trenches  were  so  much  crowded  on  the  left  flank  that  I  was  not 
able  to  get  more  than  12  or  15  of  my  carbineers  in  a  position  where  they 
could  shoot  at  the  enemy  with  any  effect.  This  detachment,  however, 
kept  up  a  regular  and  effective  fire  until  the  close  of  the  engagement 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  all  of  my  men,  and  especially  those 
posted  where  thdy  could  fire  on  the  enemy,  behaved  with  coolness  and 
bravery  and  obeyed  my  orders  promptly. 

None  of  my  command  sustained  any  injury  except  Private  John 
Nu'ckols,  who  was  slightly  wounded  in  both  hands  and  in  the  left  arm 
by  a  musket  ball.    Only  two  of  my  horses  were  wounded. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  E.  DABNEY, 
Second  Lieutenant^  Commanding  Pittsylvania  Cavalry. 

Lieutenant  Willis,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Ko.  10. 


Betum  of  eantalHea  in  Colonel  Edward  Joknton's  command  in  the  engagement  at  Camp 

Alleghany,  December  13, 1661.* 


Command. 


XiUed. 


Brigade  ataff 

Twelfth  Georgia 

Twenty-fifth  Virginia . , 
Thirty-fliat  Virgmla.. . 
Fifty-second  Virginia  . 
Han^brough'a  battalion. 

Lef^Battf^rv 

MiUer's  battery 


Totals 


3 

I 


Wonnded. 


6 
1 
6 


1 
1 


8 

i' 


IS 


2 

1 


2 
I 


86 
11 
27 
2 
10 


3 


89 


Hissing. 


e 

8 

S 


g 

a 
I 


4 
6 


6 
18 


28 


1 


8 

47 

18 

37 

8 

28 

1 

5 
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DECEMBER  15, 1861.^AAdr  in  Boane  County,  West  Virginia. 

Extract  from  ^^Becord  of  EoentSj^  return  of  Department  of  Western  Vir- 

giniay  for  the  month  of  December j  1861. 

December  15,  Captain  Baggs,  with  a  company  of  scouts,  pursued  the 
bushwhackers  into  Boane  County,  on  the  Little  Kanawha,  attacked 
and  routed  them,  killing  5,  wounding  several,  and  taking  0  prisoners, 
G  horses,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  and  burned  down  the  houses  in  which  they 
were  quartered.    Lowerbum,  a  noted  guerrilla,  was  killed. 

*  Compiled  irom  nominal  list  made  by  Lientenaut  WilliS;  acting  assistant  adjutant- 
general. 
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DECEMBER  15, 1861. — Capture  of  the  sloop  Victory. 
Bepart  of  Brig,  Oen.  Joseph  Hooker j  U.  8.  Army. 


Heabquabtebs  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  FotomaOj  Maryland,  December  17, 1861. 

General:  I  have  this  moment  received  a  commanication  from  Maj. 
George  H.  Chapman,  Third  Indiana  Cavalry,  dated  Millstone  Landing, 
December  15, 1861,  informing  me  that  his  pickets  had  captured  a  sloop 
engaged  in  the  rebel  trade,  and  is  now  awaiting  instmctions  concern- 
ing her.  She  is  now  at  the  mouth  of  the  Patnxent.  His  letter  relating 
to  this  sabject  is  as  follows : 

A  party  of  my  men  captured  a  sloop,  the  Victory,  of  Baltimore,  of  about  40  tons 
burden,  with  a  small  lot  of  contraband  goods  on  board.  Those  on  board  deserted 
her  on  the  appearance  of  my  men,  and  succeeded  in  making  their  escape.  She  was 
taken  near  Spencer's  Landing,  about  7  miles  above  here.  I  found  on  board  86,250 
percussion  caps,  43  pounds  flax  thread,  87  dozen  fancv  brass  buttons,  2  boxes  of  nee- 
ales,  1  sack  of  gum  shellac,  a  box  of  caipenter's  tools,  1  carpet-sack  and  contents, 
consisting  of  wearing  apparel  and  some  silver  forks,  spoons,  &c.,  marked  J.  C.  M. 
and  McC,  a  trunk  and  its  contents,  mainly  clothing,  and  $25,328.17  in  promissory 
notes,  payable  to  Hamilton  Easter  &,  Qo..  of  Baltimore,  on  parties  throughout  the 
Southern  Slates,  directed  to  Mr.  James  li.  Weedon,  9  Pearl  street,  Bichmond,  Va., 
care  Messrs.  J.  B.  Fercuson  &,  Co.,  with  letters  of  instruction  accompanying.  I  have 
brought  the  sloop  to  this  landing.  I  very  much  regret  that  my  men  did  not  catch 
those  on  board.  I  will  make  such  disposition  of  the  doop  and  things  on  board  as 
you  may  direct.  The  caps  are  suitable  for  Colt's  revolvers,  I  believe.  I  regret  that 
my  men  are  not  so  armed. 

Id  my  opinion  the  best  disposition  to  be  made  of  her  will  be  to  have 
her,  with  the  property,  brought  up  the  Potomac  to  Liverpool  Point 
with  her  freight,  and  shall  request  the  officer  in  command  of  the  lower 
flotilla  to  have  a  crew  placed  on  board  for  that  purpose.  On  her  arrival 
the  freight  can  be  forwarded  directly  to  Washington,  and  the  sloop,  if 
found  suitable,  I  should  like  to  have  retained  here  for  service  in  the 
quartermaster's  department.  This  disposition  will  be  made  of  this 
prize  unless  I  should  be  otherwise  instructed. 

I  have  now  three  companies  of  cavalry  operating  between  Port 
Tobacco  and  the  mouth  of  the  Patnxent,  and  it  will  be  much  more 
convenient  for  them  to  draw  their  forage  and  subsistence  from  Balti- 
more than  from  this  point.  They  should  be  landed  at  Millstone  Land- 
ing, which  is  in  direct  steamboat  communication  with  Baltimore.  This 
arrangement  will  save  60  miles  land  transportation  over  horrible  roads. 
I  have  given  directions  for  Major  Chapman  to  make  his  requisitions  on 
the  hes^s  of  those  departments  in  Baltimore,  and  request  that  those 
officers  may  be  directed  to  honor  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  AdjU  Gen.,  Army  of  the  Potomac. 


DECEMBER  15-17, 1861. — Operations  on  the  Lower  Potomac 

B^ort  of  Brig.  Gen.  8.  G.  French,  C.  8.  Army. 

Headquabtebs, 
Bvansport,  December  17,  1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  report  to  you  the  actions  of 
the  enemy  in  front  of  us.    For  the  last  three  weeks  they  have  daily 
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opened  more  or  less  fire  on  us  from  small  rifled  gnns  in  x>osition  on  the 
Maryland  shore. 

On  Sunday  last  2  men  were  severely  wounded  by  a  shell,  and  to-day 
2  more  were  slightly  wounded.  Eighty-three  shells  were  tlirown  at  the 
battery  to^ay.  Under  this  fire  teams  cannot  safely  cross  the  plain  to 
the  batteries,  and  much  labor  has  to  be  done  at  night.  We  could  easily 
silence  their  fire,  but  have  not  ammunition  to  spare.  A  battery  of  light 
rifled  pieces  could  be  advantageously  used  in  replying  to  them,  if  neces- 
sary. One  charge  of  a  heavy  gun  would  make  ten  or  twelve  for  the  lat- 
ter, and  spare  powder  to  a  great  extent.  I  am  nearly  destitute  of  trans- 
portation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant*, 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 
Brigtidier-Oeneralj  Commanding, 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneralj  Bichmondj  Fa. 


m:^  l:n^; 


15-21, 1861 ^Expedition  to  Meadow  Blnii;  Wast  Yirginia. 


Hxtract  from  ^^  Record  of  JEvenUj^  return  of  the  Department  of  Western 

Virginiajfor  the  month  of  December^  1861. 

On  the  15th,  Col.  George  Crook,  Thirty-sixth  Ohio,  detached  M^i.  E.  B. 
Andrews,  same  regiment,  who,  with  150  men,  proceeded  by  the  Wilder- 
ness road  to  Meadow  Bluft';  found  the  rebel  encampment  there  de- 
serted ;  burned  110  well-built  log  huts,  some  tents,  &c. ;  captured  two 
noted  guerrillas,  21  rifles  and  guns,  and  21  mules  and  horses,  95  cattle, 
and  200  sheep,  and  returned  on  the  21st,  having  had  a  brush  with  some 
rebel  cavalry,  which  fled,  in  which  2  of  our  privates  were  wounded. 
Major  Andrews  deserves  credit  for  the  conduct  of  the  expedition  and 
the  map  of  the  route. 


DECEMBEB  18, 1861.^Beoomiain&aee  to  Pohiok  Ghuroh,  Virginia. 

REPORTS. 

No.  1. — Col.  Amor  A.  McKnight,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Penusylrania  Infantry. 
Ko.  8. — Capt.  John  P.  Fowler,  First  New  Jersey  Cavahy. 

Ko.  1. 

Beport  of  Col.  Amor  A.  McKnight,  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry, 

Headquabtees  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pa.  Vols, 

Camp  Jameson^  Fa.,  December  19, 1861. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  left  this  camp  at  9  p.  m.  of  the 
18th  instant  with  a  force  consisting  of  the  regiment  under  my  command, 
a  squadron  of  the  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Jones,  and  two 
sections  of  artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Monroe,  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
and  arrived  at  Potter^s  house  within  half  a  mile  of  the  extreme  outpasts 
of  our  pickets  on  the  right  near  11.30  p.  m.    I  found  that  the  pickets 
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had  been  nndiBtarbed,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  distribute  my  force 
as  would  best  sapport  the  pickets  and  preserve  the  force  itself^  should 
ve  be  attacked.  No  demonstration  was  made  by  the  enemy  during  the 
night.  I  left  Pottei's  house  for  Pohick  Church  about  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  after  daybreak,  having  been  detained  that  long  in  developing  a 
movement  to  capture  some  of  the  enemy,  but  which  proved  abortive. 

We  arrived  at  Pohick  about  9  a.  m. ;  was  informed  that  the  previous 
day  the  enemy  had  there  a  force  of  200  cavalry,  and  also  a  regiment  of 
infantry  concealed  in  the  woods  to  the  west  of  the  village,  liemained 
at  Pohick  about  two  hours ;  sent  a  party  down  the  Telegraph  road  and 
discovered,  about  a  mile  distant,  a  rebel  picket  6  or  8  strong;  fired  at 
them  and  they  fled,  but  did  not  pursue,  as  my  instructions  did  not 
allow  me  to  proceed  beyond  this  i>oiut.  Left  Pohick  Church  between 
11  and  12  a.  m.  and  returned  to  camp  at  3.30  p.  m.  Came  by  the  village 
of  Accotiuk,  and  was  there  informed  that  no  rebel  forces  had  been  in  the 
village  for  over  a  month. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

A.  A.  Mcknight, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  fifth  Eegiment  Pa,  Vols. 
Gener^  S.  P.  Heintzelman. 

December  20, 1861 — ^9  a.  m. 

I  have  at  this  moment  learned  from  one  of  my  command,  who  pene- 
trated about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  Pohick  Church  along  the  Col- 
chester road,  that  he  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Murray  (a  farmer's  wife 
residing  on  the  road)  that  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  18th  instant  a 
force  of  the  enemy  numbering  near  500  cavalry  and  a  regiment  of  in- 
fantry had  passed  along  the  road  towards  Pohick  Church,  and  that 
about  6  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  another  force  of  the  rebel  cavalry,  200 
BtroDg,  had  passed  forward  in  the  same  direction.  She  did  not  see  the 
party  return,  and  the  information  I  have  from  other  sources  induces  me 
to  believe  they  went  back  on  the  Telegraph  road.  The  advanced  enemy's 
pickets  on  this  road  are  stationed  on  a  run  (name  unknown)  a  few  rods 
west  of  Mr.  Lee's  house  and  about  one  and  three-fourths  miles  from 
Pohick  Church. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

A.  A.  Mcknight, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  fifth  Regiment  Pa.  Vols. 

[Indorsement.] 

ELbadquabtebs  Division, 
Fort  LyoUj  December  20, 1861. 

This  expedition  was  conducted  by  Colonel  McEnight  with  much 
Judgment, 
^spectfnlly  forwarded. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Commanding. 


No.  2. 


Beport  of  Gapt  John  P.  Fowlery  First  New  Jersey  Cavalry. 

Camp  Custis,  Va.,  December  18, 1861. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  according  to  instructions  I  left  with 
my  squadron  this  morning  on  a  reconnaissance  in  the  neighborhood  of 
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the  Bone  Mill,  but  finding  everything  quiet  in  that  direction  I  proceeded 
to  unite  my  squadron  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pohick  Church  (ea  my 
way  thither  meeting  and  dispersing  some  rebel  infantry),  where  Lieu- 
tenant  Sackett  with  my  second  company,  consisting  of  51  men,  was  in 
command,  who  on  arriving  there  found  a  number  of  rebel  vedettes, 
whom  he  succeeded  in  driving  from  their  posts  after  the  first  fire.  On  fol- 
lowing up  their  retreat  the  ^vance  guard  of  the  rebels  was  discovered. 
They  immediately  opened  fire  on  us,  but  with  no  result.  We  returned 
fire  and  emptied  4  of  their  saddles.  They  retreated  on  their  main  body, 
and  with  little  delay  on  their  part  they  returned  towards  us  witli  a 
large  body  both  of  infantry  and  cavalry  and  again  fired  on  us.  On 
again  returning  their  fire  we  succeeded  in  emptying  a  few  more  saddles 
of  their  riders.  Their  large  force  coming  up  at  this  moment  compelled 
us  to  retire  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  where  we  formed  in  Une  of 
battle.  At  this  time  I  sent  forward  the  advance  guard  of  both  com- 
panies, who  again  met  the  rebel  guard.  The  rebels  Immediately  turned 
and  fled,  we  firing  on  them  in  their  retreat.  Their  superior  force  com- 
pelled me  to  act  cautiously,  and  I  succeeded  in  bringing  back  in  safety 
my  entire  squadron. 
I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  subscribe  myself  yours,  very  respectfully, 

JOHN  P.  FOWLER, 
Commanding  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  Heintzelman,  Commanding  Division, 

[Indonement.] 

Headquabtehs  Division, 
Fort  Lyon^  December  20, 1861, 

This  detachment  of  the  Kew  Jersey  cavalry  behaved  very  well  in  this 
attack  upon  them.    The  officer  is,  however,  mistaken  as  to  the  injury 
done  the  enemy.    He  severely  wounded  1  man  and  disabled  1  horse. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 

S.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 
Broodier-General,  Commanding, 


DECEMBER  19. 1861.— Skirmish  at  Point  of  Rooks,  Maryland. 

Report  of  Lieut  Col.  Gabriel  De  Korponay,  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania 

Infantry, 

Hdqbs.  Twenty-eighth  Eeoimekt  Pa.  Vols., 

Point  ofBockSj  Md.j  December  19, 1861. 

General:  At  10  o'clock  this  morning  the  rebels  opened  a  battery  of 
two  pieces  (guns,  brass  mounted)  from  a  point  near  summit  of  Catoctin 
Mountain,  opposite  here,  upon  our  encampment.  They  were  supported 
with  from  160  to  200  infantry.  They  threw  about  20  fuse  and  percus- 
sion shells  and  solid  shot  into  our  midst  with  great  precision  in  rapidly 
succeeding  shots.  The  six  companies  of  my  command  in  camp  were 
deployed  in  places  of  security,  and  the  section  of  our  battery  stationed 
here  opened  upon  the  enemy  from  an  elevation  on  the  margin  of  the 
camp  with  great  accuracy  of  aim.  The  first  shot  disabled  one  of  their 
guns,  and  the  succeeding  ones  fell  so  rapidly  in  their  midst  that  they 
ceased  firing  in  twenty  minutes  and  retreated  precipitately  under  our 
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fa8^continned  fire  to  the  reverse  side  of  the  moantainoat  of  view.  After 
firing  aboot  twelve  shots  firom  the  first  position  our  guns  were  advanced 
to  a  point  back  of  the  village,  where  they  i)oared  successive  shots  into 
the  enemy'ri  ranks.  The  whole  engagement  lasted  over  half  an  hour.  A 
third  gan  advancing  by  a  side  roful  on  the  mountain  to  strengthen  them 
was  driven  back. 

FiudiDg  that  about  150  rebels  were  secreted  in  a  number  of  old  huts 
near  the  ''Fumace,"  their  intention  being  to  concert  with  forces  above, 
oar  guns  were  directed  from  tiie  river  bank  towards  them,  driving  them 
oat  and  forcing  them  to  retire. 

I  have  not  ascertained  how  many  of  the  attacking  party  were  killed 
or  wounded,  nor  of  the  loss  sustained  by  those  in  the  houses,  but  I  am 
satisfied  it  is  considerable.  Our  men  behaved  with  admirable  coolness 
and  bravery,  and  tibe  guns  were  well  served,  l^one  of  our  men  were 
injur^,  although  many  narrow  escax)es  were  made.  The  majority  of 
the  enemy's  shells  imbedded  themselves  in  the  ground  without  explod- 
ing, and  were  afterwsuds  dug  out.  Everything  is  now  quiet,  and  no 
enemy  are  in  view. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bo,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GABRIEL  DB  KORPONAY, 
Lteutenant-CoUmelj  Comdg,  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Pa.  Vole. 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A.,  Washington^  D,  C. 


DEGEMBEB  20, 1861.— Engagement  at  DraneBvilla,  Va. 

RSFORXS.  ETC. 

No.   1.— Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  McCall,  U.  S.  Army,  with  congratulatory  response  and 

orders. 
No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,U.  8.  Army. 
No.   3.— Col.  Thomas  L.  Kane,  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Rifles. 
No.  4.— Lieut.  Col.  William  M.  Penrose,  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry. 
No.   5.— Col.  Conrad  F.  Jackson,  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry. 
No.   6.— Col.  John  S.  McCalmont,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry. 
No.  7. — Capt.  Thomas  McConnell,  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry, 
No.  8. — Col.  John  H.  Taggart,  Twelfth  Pemisylvania  Reserve  Infantry. 
No.  U.— Capt.  Hezekiah  Easton,  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Artillery. 
No.  10. — ^Return  of  cosnalties  in  Union  forces. 
Nu.  11.— Brig.  Gen.  J.  £.  B.  Stuart,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Seports  of  Brig.  Oen.  OeorgeA.  McCall^  U.  8.  Army^  with  congratulatory 

response  and  orders. 

Dranbsville,  December  20, 1861. 

Ord's  brigade,  with  the  First  Rifles  and  Easton's  battery,  had  a  brisk 
affair  with  four  regiments  and  a  battery  of  the  rebels  at  12  m.  to-day. 
I  arrived  during  the  action,  and  sent  for  Reynolds,  who  was  left  at 
Difficult  Greek.  The  enemy  was  defeated,  and  fled  before  Reynolds 
arrived.  We  have  found  40  killed  of  the  enemy  and  10  wounded  on  the 
field.    Our  loss,  2  killed  and  3  wounded.*    We  have  taken  two  caissons, 

*See  report  No.  10,  p.  489. 
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with  the  harness,  the  horses  having  been  killed,  The  Bifles  behaved 
finely.  Lieutenan^Oolonel  Kane  very  slightly  wounded,  but  still  in  the 
field.  I  have  collected  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  am  about  to  move 
back  to  camp. 

GEO.  A.  McOALL, 
Bngadier-Qeneralj  Oommaf^ing. 
Gener^  McClellan. 


Headquabtbbs  MgGall's  Division, 

Camp  Peirpointj  December  22^  1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  for  the  information  of  the 
General-in-Chief  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  affair  at  Dranesville  ou 
the  20th  instant,  together  with  the  reports  of  Brig.  G^n.  £.  O.  O.  Ord, 
commanding  Third  Brigade  of  my  division,  and  the  commanders  of  the 
Sixth  Infantry,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  M.  Penrose;  of  the  Ninth  Infantry,  CoL 
G.  F.  Jackson;  of  the  Tenth  Infantry,  Col.  J.  8.  McCalmont;  of  the 
Twelfth  Infantry,  Col.  J.  H.  Taggart;  of  the  First  Bifles,  Lieut  Col.  T. 
L.  Kane ;  of  two  squadrons  of  the  First  Cavalry,  Lieut.  CoL  J.  Higgins; 
and  Easton's  battery,  Capt.  H.  fasten,  Pennsylvania  Beserves. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  having  learned  that  the  enemy's  pickets 
had  advanced  to  within  4  or  5  miles  of  our  lines  and  carried  off  two  good 
Union  men  and  plundered  and  threatened  others  and  that  their. reserve 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Dranesville,  I  gave  written  instructions  to 
Brigadier-General  Ord  to  move  with  his  brigade  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  20th 
to  surround  and  capture  this  party,  and  at  the  same  time  to  collect  a 
supply  of  forage  ih)m  the  flAims  of  some  of  the  rank  secessionists  in  that 
vicinity. 

Brig.  Gen  J.  F.  Beynolds,  with  the  First  Brigade,  was  directed  to 
move  on  to  Difficult  Creek,  to  be  ready  to  support  Ord  in  the  event  of 
his  meeting  a  force  stronger  than  his  own. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  on  the  20th  I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Ord, 
written  on  the  march,  informing  me  that  the  guide  had  learned  on  the 
way  that  there  was  a  fall  brigade,  but  without  artillery,  at  Herndon's 
Station,  500  infantry  and  cavalry  at  Hunter's  Mill,  and  200  infantry  be- 
tween Dranesville  and  the  Potomac.  I  immediately  mounted  my  horse, 
and  with  my  staff  and  an  escort  of  cavalry  moved  rapidly  forward  to 
overtake,  if  possible,  Ord's  brigade.  I  stopped  for  a  few  moments  with 
Brigadier-General  Beynolds  at  Difficult  Creek,  and  having  directed  him 
to  be  in  readiness  to  move  forward  rapidly  in  case  he  should  l>e  required 
to  support  Ord,  I  rode  on.  When  within  about  2  miles  of  Dranesville 
I  heaiti  the  first  gun  fired  by  the  enemy.  It  was  soon  answered  by 
Easton's  battery,  which  imparted  to  me  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had 
artillery  with  them. 

A  rapid  ride  soon  brought  me  to  the  field,  where  Ord  was  hotly  engaged. 
I  found  Easton's  battery  judiciously  placed,  and  in  full  blast  upon  the 
enemy's  battery,  about  500  yards  in  front,  on  the  Centreville  road.  Here 
I  stopped  to  observe  the  practice  of  our  battery,  while  one  of  my  staff 
rode  off  to  ascertain  where  General  Onl  was.  Wnile  here,  admiring  the 
beautiful  accuracy  of  the  shot  and  shell  thrown  by  this  battery  upon  the 
battery  of  the  enemy,  a  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry  made  their  appear- 
ance firom  cover  on  tne  enemy's  right,  moving  in  a  direction  to  turn  our 
left.  Colonel  McCalmont,  whose  regiment  was  on  the  left,  was  notified 
of  this  movement,  but  a  few  shell  from  our  battery  skillfully  thrown  into 
their  midst  checked  their  advance  and  drove  them  back  ignominiously 
to  cover. 
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Not  hearing  anything  of  General  Ord,  I  sent  ont  in  search  of  him  on 
oar  right-,  where  brisk  firing  was  at  the  time  going  on.  Heie  was  the 
Ninth  Infantry,  Colonel  Jackson,  who  had  gallantly  met  the  enemy  at 
close  quarters  and  nobly  sustained  the  credit  of  his  State. 

By  this  time  Captain  Scheetz,  of  my  staff,  reported  that  he  had  found 
General  Ord  near  the  center  front  Proceeding  there,  I  found  the  Bifles 
and  a  part  of  the  Sixth  Infantr:^'  Pennsylvania  Bescrves  engaged  under 
a  brisk  fire  with  the  enemy.  Having  met  General  Ord,  we  moved  for- 
ward, and  the  position  where  the  enemy's  battery  had  been  placed  was 
soon  gained,  and  here  we  had  evidence  of  the  fine  artillery  practice  of 
Easton's  battery.  The  road  was  strewed  with  men  and  horses;  two  cais- 
sons, one  of  them  blown  up ;  a  limber;  a  gun-carriage  wheel ^  a  quantity 
of  artillery  ammunition,  small-arms,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  heavy 
clothing,  blankets,  &c 

The  battle  was  now  over  and  the  vicstory  won.  With  my  consent 
General  Ord  made  an  advance  of  about  half  a  mile,  but  nothing  further 
was  to  be  done,  as  the  enemy  in  full  flight  had  passed  beyond  our  reach. 
I  then  recalled  Ord,  and  prepared  for  the  return  of  my  command.  I 
ordered  the  harness  to  be  taken  off  the  enemy's  horses  which  lay  dead 
in  the  road  and  to  be  put  upon  horses  of  my  escort,  and  brought  away 
the  perfect  caissons  and  the  limber. 

Early  in  the  day,  not  knowing  what  force  might  be  thrown  forward 
from  Centreville  to  support  the  troops  we  had  encountered,  I  had  called 
forward  Brigadier-General  Beynolds,  First  Brigade,  and  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Meade,  Second  Brigade,  from  Camp  Peirpoint,  to  the  support  of 
the  Third  Brigade.  Both  these  distinguished  officers  promptly  brought 
forward  their  commands,  and  I  only  regretted  that  the  fine  disposition 
of  the  regiments  and  battery  of  Ord's  command,  together  with  the  gal- 
lantry of  Colonels  Jackson,  McCalmont,  and  Taggart^  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonels  E^ane,  Higgins,  and  Penrose,  and  Captain  Easton,  had  left 
nothing  for  Beynolds  and  Meade  to  do.  The  rout  of  the  enemy  was 
complete;  but  as  I  did  not  consider  it  justifiable  to  bivouac  at  Dranes- 
Tille  when  my  ammunition  was  much  exhausted  and  the  enemy  might 
easily  throw  10.000  or  20,000  men  between  me  and  my  camp  during  the 
night,  I  orderea  every  arrangement  to  be  promptly  made  for  the  return 
marc^.  Some  time  was  required  to  prepare  our  wounded  (60  officers 
and  men)  to  be  transported  to  camp,  and  it  was  very  nearly  dark  be- 
fore I  got  the  column  in  motion.  Our  killed  and  wounded,  as  well  as 
80  many  of  the  rebel  wounded  as  could  be  moved,  were  brought  away. 

The  troops  we  had  engaged  and  defeated  were  the  First  Kentucky 
Regiment,  Col.  Tom  Taylor,  about  800  strong  on  the  field;  the  Tenth 
Alabama,  Colonel  Forney,  900  strong ;  a  South  Carolina  regiment,  whose 
colonel  was  not  known  to  the  prisoners  in  our  possession,  who  informed 
mo  that  no  intercourse  between  different  regiments  was  ever  allowed, 
and  a  Virginia  regiment.  The  Kentucky  prisoners  informed  me  they 
believed  a  fifth  regiment  was  present,  as  two  or  three  regiments  had 
left  Centreville  at  3  a.  m.,  and  they,  the  Kentucky  and  Alabama  regi- 
ments, together  with  Captain  Cutts'  Georgia  battery  and  Stuart's  Vir- 
ginia regiment  of  cavalry,  left  at  5  a.  m.  The  whole  were  under  com- 
mand of  Brigadier-General  Stuart 

General  Ora  reports  as  worthy  of  notice  his  personal  staff,  and  also 
Colonels  McCalmont  and  Jackson,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kane,  Captains 
Easton,  First  Pennsylvania  Artillery;  Niles,  First  Bifles;  Bradbury, 
Biith  Infieintry  Pennsylvania  Beserves;  and  Dick  and  Galway,  Nintii 
Iniantry  Pennsylvania  Beserves. 

The  number  of  killed  found  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  the 
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Ninth  iDfantry,  Colonel  Jackson,  is  in  my  estimation  proof  enough  of  the 
gallantry  and  discipline  of  that  fine  regiment;  but  where  all  behaved 
nobly  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate.  I  must,  however,  call  your  atten- 
tion more  particularly  to  Brig.  Gen.  £.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  Third 
Brigade,  for  whose  able  disposition  of  his  regiments  and  battery  and 
X)ersonal  exertions  to  encourage  and  urge  on  his  men  too  much  credit 
cannot  be  accorded  him. 

To  Oapt.  H.  J.  Biddle,  assistant  adjutant-general,  of  my  staff;  Lieut. 
H.  A.  Scheetz,  aide-de-camp ;  Captain  Clow,  brigade  commissary,  acting 
aide-de-camp ;  and  Lieut.  E.  Beatty,  ordnance  officer,  acting  aide-de-camp, 
my  thanks  are  due  for  their  gallantry  in  carrying  orders  under  fire  anu 
for  encouraging  and  urging  on  the  men,  and  also  to  Captain  Chandler 
Hall,  brigade  quartermaster,  who  was  energetically  employed  in  col- 
lecting forage.  It  is  proper  to  mention  that  deeming  it  necessary  to 
leave  one  of  my  staff  at  headquarters  to  superintend  the  telegraph  and 
to  order  forward  the  reserve,  viz,  the  Second  Brigade  and  three  squad- 
rons of  cavalry,  if  required,  the  lot  fell  upon  my  aide-de-camp  Lieut 
Elbridge  Meconkey,  who  discharged  this  responsible  duty  entirely  to 
my  satisfaction. 

Seven  prisoners  were  taken.* 
•  •  •  •  #  •  • 

The  want  of  ambulances  was  felt  on  this  occasion,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  a  few  more  be  ordered  to  each  regiment  of  my  divis- 
ion, as  I  was  unable  for  want  of  transport  to  bring  from  the  field  all  the 
wounded  prisoners  taken  in  the  affair.  Those  left  I  had  placed  in  com- 
fortable quarters  in  Dranesville,  where  they  can  be  well  attended  to, 
but  owing  to  this  deficiency  of  transportation  for  the  wounded  I  was 
compelled  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  some  of  my  prisoners. 
Last,  not  least,  I  brought  in  sixteen  wagon  loads  of  excellent  hay  and 
twenty-two  of  corn. 

The  following  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side  is,  I  regret, 
greater  than  I  at  first  reported,  viz,  7  killed  and  61  wounded,  including 
1  lieutenant-colonel  and  4  captains,  and  3  missing,  f 

From  what  I  have  gathei-ed  from  various  reliable  sources  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was,  at  the  very  least,  90  killed  left  oa 
the  field,  besides  those  carried  off,  among  whom  was  certainly  Col.  Tom 
Taylor,  commanding  the  First  Kentucky  Eegiment,  whom  the  Kentucky 
prisoners  in  my  custody  state  they  saw  fall  from  his  horse.  Colonel 
Forney  is  also  said  to  have  been  killed.  This,  however,  is  not  so  satis- 
factorily ascertained.  General  Stuart  is  reported  by  one  of  the  prison- 
ers to  have  been  killed  or  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McCALL, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Commanding  Division, 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adiutant-OeneraL 


Wab  Department, 
Wa^shingtonj  December  28,  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  George  A.  MgCall, 

Commanding  Division^  Camp  Peirpoint^  Ya.: 

General:  I  have  read  your  report  of  the  battle  of  Dranesville,  and 
although  no  reply  is  necessary  on  my  part,  yet  as  a  citizen  of  the  same 

*Name8  omitted.  t  See  report  No.  10,  p.  489. 
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Commonwealth  as  yourself  and  the  troops  engaged  in  that  brilliant 
afl&ur,  I  cannot  refeaun  from  expressing  to  you  my  admiration  of  the 
gallant  conduct  displayed  by  both  officers  and  men  in  this  their  first 
contest  with  the  enemy.  Kearly  all  of  your  command  upon  that  occa- 
sion are  either  my  personal  friends  or  sous  of  those  with  whom  for  long 
years  I  have  been  more  or  less  intimately  associated.  I  feel  that  I  have 
jast  cause  to  be  proud  that,  animated  by  no  other  motive  than  patriot- 
ism, they  are  among  the  first  to  revive  the  glory  shed  upon  our  country 
by  the  men  of  the  Kevolution  and  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812.  It  is 
cue  of  the  bright  spots  that  give  assurance  of  the  success  of  coming 
events,  and  its  effect  must  l^  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  belief  that 
hereafter,  as  heretofore,  the  cause  of  our  country  will  triumph.  I  am 
especially  gratified  that  a  Pennsylvania  artillery  corps,  commanded  by 
officers  who  have  necessarily  had  but  limited  systematic  instruction, 
have  won  not  only  the  commendation  of  their  friends,  but  an  unwilling 
compliment  from  the  enemy  for  the  wonderful  rapidity  and  accuracy  of 
their  fire.  I  wish  I  could  designate  all  the  men  who,  nobly  discharging 
their  duty  to  the  country,  have  added,  to  the  glory  of  our  great  Com- 
monwealth. Other  portions  of  the  Army  will  be  stimulated  by  their 
brave  deeds,  and  men  will  be  proud  to  say  that  at  Dranesville  they 
served  under  McOall  and  Ord. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Genebal  Obdebs,  )  Hdqbs.  Abxy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  63.  )  Washington^  December  28, 1861. 

The  Commanding  General  expresses  his  thanks  to  Brigadier-General 
Old  and  the  brave  troops  of  his  brigade,  who  so  gallantly  repelled  an 
attack  of  an  equal  force  of  the  enemy  on  the  20th  instant.  The  General 
takes  pleasure  in  observing  the  readiness  of  the  remaining  troops  of 
M(K3all's  division,  and  the  able  dispositions  of  their  commander  to  repel 
the  enemy  in  case  of  the  advance  of  re-enforcements. 

The  General  would  also  acknowledge  the  distinguished  services  of 
Colonel  McCalmont,  Tenth  Infantry  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Beserve 
Corps;  Colonel  Jackson,  Ninth  InfEintry  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Be- 
serve  Corps ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kane,  Bifle  Begiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Beserve  Corps ;  and  Captain  Easton,  of  Easton's  battery, 
Trhich  contributed  in  a  large  degree  to  the  success  of  the  day. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Aaehtant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


No.  2. 
Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  E.  0.  C.  Ordj  XT.  S.  Army. 

Camp  Peiepoint,  Va.,  JDecemher  21, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  the  inclosed  order,  I  at  6 
a.  m.  yesterday  starts  towards  Dickey's  and  Henderson's,  about  3  miles 
this  side  of  Dranesville,  on  the  Leesburg  pike,  with  my  brigade,  the  First 
Rifles,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Elane;  Easton's  battery,  and  two  squadrous  of 
cavaiiy.    I  likewise  heard  that  it  was  probable  there  was  a  respectable 
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picket  of  cavaliy  at  Dranesville,  and  that  the  picket  sapposed  by  yoa  to 
be  near  the  river  behind  Dickey's  had  left  I  then  determined  to  send 
three  companies  of  the  Tenth  and  20  cavalry  with  the  foraging  party 
to  Gannell's,  between  the  pike  and  the  river,  and  with  the  remainder  of 
the  force  proceed  to  Dranesville,  satisfied  that,  thoagh  I  might  be  exceed- 
ing the  letter  of  my  instructions,  should  I  find  the  enemy  and  pick  up  a 
few  yon  would  not  object.  This  I  did,  though  Colonel  McCalmont,  hear- 
ing tiiat  there  was  a  large  force  on  our  left,  remained  with  his  part  of  a 
regiment,  and  that  detained  the  two  regiments  behind  him.  I  had  sent 
for  them,  but  was  obliged  to  enter  Dranesville  with  my  artillery  and 
cavalry  and  a  small  advance  guard  only  on  the  road,  the  First  fiifles 
and  Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  flanking  this  column  in  the  woods  on 
the  right  and  left..  The  cavalry  picket  in  town  fled  and  scattered  and 
remained  in  small  squads  watching. 

While  waiting  in  Dranesville  for  the  regiments  in  the  rear  to  come  up, 
I  posted  my  artillery  and  cavalry  and  Jackson's  regiment  of  infantry 
and  a  couple  of  companies  of  the  First  Bifles  so  as  to  cover  the  ap- 
proaches, and  sent  for  Colonel  Kane's  regiment  to  occupy  the  road  in 
our  t^en  rear,  my  front  being  towards  CentreviUe.  This  I  did  becanse 
fh>m  the  occasional  appearance  of  a  few  mounted  men  on  a  slope  behind 
some  woods  in  a  hollow  to  my  left  and  fh>nt,  and  a  broad  mass  of  smoke 
in  that  neighborhood,  I  felt  pretty  sure  there  was  a  force  tliere  prepar- 
ing some  mischief.  As  soon  as  Colonel  McCalmont  came  up  with  his 
regiment  (the  Tenth),  followed  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Penrose  (the  Sixth), 
and  Colonel  Taggart  with  the  Twelfth,  and  while  preparing  to  resist  any 
attack  and  to  cover  my  foraging  party,  I  learned  that  the  enemy  in  force 
had  approached  on  the  south  side  of  the  Leesburg  pike  with  field  pieces 
and  infantry,  and  ha<l  driven  in  my  pickets,  wounding  2  men.  Think- 
ing they  would  attack  on  both  sides  of  the  turnpike  as  I  returned  east- 
ward, I  ordered  (to  meet  this  expected  attack)  Colonel  McCalmont's 
regiment  on  the  left  or  river  side  of  the  road  in  the  woods,  left  in  ftont, 
and  if  the  enemy  showed  himself  on  that  side  to  bring  his  regiment  for- 
ward into  line ;  Colonel  Jackson's  regiment  (of  which  and  its  gallant 
colonel  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms)  I  ordered  to  flank  the  road  in 
the  same  way  on  the  right  of  the  road  in  the  woods,  and  do  the  same  if 
the  enemy  showed  on  that  side.  Between  these  flanking  regiments  I 
ordered  the  Kane  Bifles  to  meet  the  enemy  behind  us  in  the  road,  the 
cavalry  to  follow,  and  the  artillery  I  took  with  me  to  post  them  and 
answer  the  enemy's  artillery,  which  had  opened  fire  on  our  then  right 
(the  south),  directing  the  rear  guard  to  cover  the  column  of  the  Sixth  and 
and  Twelfth  Begiments  of  Infantry  in  the  road  from  cavalry. 

The  artillery  went  at  a  run  past  the  station  I  selected  for  them,  cap- 
sizing one  of  their  pieces.  I  brought  them  back,  told  the  captain 
where  to  post  his  guns,  and  then  went  to  remove  the  cavalry,  then 
exposed  in  the  road  swept  by  the  enemy,  whose  attack  was  fiH>m  a 
thickly-wooded  hill  on  our  right  flank  (the  south).  Their  force  I  saw 
was  a  very  bold  one,  very  well  posted,  and  the  artillery  was  only 
about  500  yards  ofl",  with  a  large  force  of  infantry  on  botJ^  its  flanks 
and  in  front,  covered  and  surrounded  by  woods  and  thickets.  Moving 
east  with  the  cavalry,  which  was  of  no  use  here,  I  came  to  a  place  in 
the  road  covered  towards  the  enemy  by  a  high  bluft'  and  dense  thicket, 
which  thicket  I  intended  to  occupy  with  infantry.  Here  I  left  the 
cavalry  surrounded  by  dense  forests,  wherein  they  could  neither  fight 
nor  be  hurt    The  accompanying  sketch  will  show  the  ground.* 

As  I  had  at  first  thought  the  enemy  would  attack  on  both  sides  the 

*  Not  found. 
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road  and  moved  my  infimtry  to  meet  sacli  an  attack,  and  as  their  attack 
was  ooDflued  to  the  right,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  change  my 
ftonu  As  neither  McCalmont  nor  Jackson  had  had  time  to  come  into 
line  under  first  orders  when  I  discovered  this,  and  were  moving  by  the 
flank,  and  as  before  I  phiced  the  artillery  and  cavalry  I  had  seen  the 
Bifles  closely  engaging  the  enemy  by  a  flank  movement^  covering 
themselves  by  some  houses  and  fences,  my  right  in  meeting  the  attack 
thus  became  the  village  of  Dranesville,  my  lefb  the  gorge  and  woods 
occopied  by  my  cavali^  on  the  Leesbnrg  pike. 

After  securing  the  cavalry.  I  found  by  carefully  observing  the 
enemy's  fire  and  batterv*  that  tneir  guns  were  in  a  road  which  could  be 
enfiladed.  I  ordered  Captain  Easton  to  right  the  capsized  gun  and 
bring  it  to  the  spot  from  which  this  road  could  be  raked,  removed  two 
other  guns  to  this  spot,  gave  the  gunners  the  distance  and  devation, 
observed  the  result^  and  finding  alter  a  round  or  two  that  the  enemy's 
fire  slackened  and  the  gunners  were  raking  the  road  beautifully  with- 
out being  discomposed  by  the  enemy's  fire,  I  told  them  ^^to  keep  at 
that)"  and  determined  to  push  the  infantry  forward.  I  found  them 
(except  the  Kane  Bifles,  the  Ninth  (Jackson's),  and  the  Tenth  (McCal- 
mont's),  Begiments,  which  were,  as  above  stated),  in  the  ditches,  under 
fences,  and  covering  themselves  as  best  they  could.  I  started  them 
forward,  Eane  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  leading.  His  and  Jackson's 
regiments  required  no  urging.  McCalmont's  regiment  was  kept  in 
excellent  order  by  its  colonel — ^than  whom  a  better  officer  is  not  found 
in  my  brigade — and  acted  as  a  reserve.  I  put  them  in  the  woods, 
poshed  and  exhorted  them  up  the  hill,  having  directed  the  battery  to 
cease  flring,  and  proceeding  with  my  infantry  with  the  bayonet. 

About  this  time,  between  3  and  4  o'clock  (the  action  began  at  2.30), 
General  McCall,  I  was  informed,  arrived  on  the  fleld.  As  I  was  very 
busy  urging  the  men  forward,  and  they  required  all  my  attention  to 
keep  them  to  their  work,  I  did  not  at  once  report<,but  when  we  reached 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy's  battery  I  reported  to  him.  He 
was  so  kind  as  to  direct  me  to  continue  the  pursuit  in  the  same  order 
and  to  continue  my  dispositions,  which  I  did.  The  enemy  were  pur- 
sued fully  half  a  mile,  farther,  but  they  had  left  the  neighborhood  in 
great  haste,  leaving  their  arms,  a  •x>ortion  of  their  dead  and  wounded, 
clothing,  10  horses,  and  a  quantity  of  artillery  equipments,  with  2 
caissons  and  a  limber,  scattered  along  the  road  towwis  Centreville  and 
m  the  woods  on  t>oth  sides. 

I  beg  to  mention  the  coolness  and  courage  of  my  aides.  Captain 
Painter,  assistant  quartermaster ;  First  Lieut.  S.  B.  Smith,  Tenth  Begi- 
ment  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Corps;  First  Lieut.  S.  S.  Sewani,  New 
York  Artillery,  and  Second  Lieut.  A.  B.  Sharpe.  They  not  only  carried 
otders  promptly,  but  in  instances  requiring  it  exacted  obedience.  They 
deserve  a  more  exalted  rank  than  that  they  now  hold. 

The  medical  officers  (especially  the  brigade  surgeon.  Dr.  Lowman) 
were  prompt  and  cool,  leaving  none  unattended.  The  enemy  left  21  of 
their  most  desperately  wounded  on  the  field,  who  were  taken  up,  carried 
to  hoQses,  and  their  wounds  dressed  by  our  surgeons;  but  they  Will 
nearly  all  die.  Their  dead  left  on  the  field  is  variously  estimated  from 
60  to  75. 

Onr  artillery  did  terrible  havoc,  exploding  one  ammunition  wagon,  and 
^tne  of  their  men  whom  we  brought  in  say  the  slaughter  was  terrible. 
Several  dead  lay  around  the  exploded  caisson,  3  of  whose  blackened 
^Tptx»  were  headless.  The  prisoners  further  state  that  Colonel  Taylor 
^&s  doubtless  killed.    Two  of  their  officers  were  left  on  the  ground. 
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and  how  many  were  carried  off  it  is  difficult  to  say.    After  the  affair  we 
built  our  bivouac  fires  in  Dranesville. 

Thus,  sir,  we,  on  returning  to  camp,  had  marched  24  miles,  beaten  the 
enemy,  loaded  our  wagons  with  forage,  bringing  in  fl2  miles)  our  killed  (7) 
and  wounded  (60),  among  whom  are  4  captains.  Some  of  our  wounded 
had  to  be  brought  the  whole  distance  on  stretchers,  while  I  am  in- 
formed, the  Pennsylvania  ambulances  for  this  division  aie  lying  empty 
at  Washington.  Lists  of  killed  and  wounded  and  reports  of  regimental 
commanders  are  herewith  inclosed. 

It  is  impossible  to  remember  all  who  were  conspicuous,  especially  as 
the  fighting  occurred  in  thickets  and  was  scattered  over  much  ground. 
Captain  Easton  was  very  efficient  and  his  battery  well  served. 

The  wounded  officers,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kane  and  Captain  Niles,  of 
the  Kane  Bifles ;  Captain  Bradbury,  of  the  Sixth,  and  Captains  Dick 
and  Galway,  of  the  Ninth,  Pennsylvania  Eeserve  Volunteer  Corps, 
were  conspicuous,  leading  their  men  when  wounded.  Others  there  were, 
as  you  can  well  imagine,  equally  brave,  but  it  would  be  inviduous  to 
attempt  to  select  them. 

The  prisoners  report  that  the  brigade  engaged  against  us  was  com- 
posed of  the  Kentucky  Eifles,  an  Alabama,  a  South  Carolina,  and  a  Vir- 
ginia regiment,  with  a  6-gun  battery,  all  under  the  command  of  General 
Stuart. 

I  must  not  forget  the  prompt  manner  in  which  General  Beynolds  came 
up  from  Difficult  Creek,  some  4  miles  off,  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  can- 
nonading. He  arrived  too  late,  it  is  true,  to  take  part  in  the  affair,  but 
the  certainty  that  he  would  come  with  his  brigade  insured  a  victory, 
and  stimulated  our  men  to  earn  it. 

With  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  ORD, 
Brigadier-General  Yolunteen. 

Capt.  H.  J.  BiDDLE, 

AsHetant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  McCalVa  Division. 

[Indosore.] 

Headquarters  MgCall's  Division, 
Camp  Peirpoint^  Fa.,  December  19, 186L 

Genebal:  You  will  please  move  m  command  of  your  brigade  at  6 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  on  the  Leesbnrg  pike,  in  the  direction  of  Dranesville. 
The  First  Eifles,  Pennsylvania  Eeserves,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kane,  have 
been  ordered  to  form  right  in  front  on  the  pike  near  Commodore  Jones' 
house  and  await  your  arrival,  when  the  commanding  officer  will  report 
to  you  for  further  orders. 

Captain  Easton's  battery  has  been  directed  to  form  on  the  left  of  the 
Eifles.    The  captain  will  report  to  you  for  orders. 

Two  squadrons  of  cavalry  will  also  be  placed  under  your  command. 
The  senior  officer  will  report  to  you  this  evening  for  orders.  Sherman, 
the  guide,  will  likewise  report  to  you  for  duty. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  is  twofold:  In  the  first  place,  to  drive 
back  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  have  recently  advanced  within  4  or  5 
miles  of  our  lines  (leaving  a  force  of  about  70  cavalry  at  Henderson's), 
and  carried  off  two  good  Union  men,  and  threatened  others;  and,  sec- 
ondly, to  procure  a  supply  of  forage. 

It  has  to-day  been  reported  to  me  that  there  is  a  force  of  about  100 
cavalry  lying  between  Dranesville  and  the  river.  This  force  might  be 
captured  or  routed  by  sending  a  regiment  of  infiantry  up  the  pike  be- 
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yond  their  position,  to  strike  their  rear  by  a  flank  movement  to  the  right, 
while  yoor  disposable  cavalry,  affcer  picketing  the  cross-roads  near  Dick- 
ey's, might  move  near  the  river,  and  attack  them  in  front  or  on  the  left. 
Should  yon  not  arrive  at  Dickey's  in  time  to  m»ike  this  movement  and 
leave  the  ground  on  you  return  before  nightfall,  it  must  not  be  under- 
taken,  as  I  do  not  wish  any  part  of  your  command  to  remain  out  over  night. 
The  forage  will  be  procured  at  GunnelFs  or  at  some  other  rank  seces- 
sionist's in  the  neighborhood  of  Dickey's.  Direct  your  quartermaster 
to  confine  the  selection  of  forage  to  com  and  hay.  Captain  Hall  will 
have  chargeof  the  wagon  train.  The  regiment  intended  to  move  forward 
from  Dickey's  (if  yon  think  proper,  Jackson's)  might  ride  in  the  wagons 
as  far  as  Dickey's,  and  then  be  fresh  for  the  forwml  movement. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McCALL, 
Brigadxer-Qeneralj  Commanding  I>iv%8i<m. 

Brig.  Oen.  E.  O.  G.  Obd, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  Col.  Thomas  L.  Kane^  First  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Rifles. 

Hdqhs.  Kane  Bifle  Begt.,  First  Pa.  Bes.  Bxples, 

Camp  Peirpointj  December  21, 1861. 

General  :  Acknowledging  the  honor  of  your  orders  of  December 
21, 1  think  I  may  limit  my  report  to  an  explanation  of  my  conduct  at 
the  commencement  of  the  action  before  your  own  welcome  api)earance 
aix)n  the  scene  to  push  on  the  fight  and  inspirit  and  direct  the  brave  by 
your  personal  example  and  exertions. 

We  were  not  quite  through  with  scouring  the  woods  south  of  Grep- 
pin's,  under  your  first  orders,  when  your  aide-de-camp  brought  the 
order  to  return  to  Dranesville.  A  party  who  sought  me  privately  in 
the  absence  of  the  guide  (Mr.  Hanna)  hail  informed  me  of  suspicious 
circumstances,  which  I  desired  to  report  to  you.  I  therefore  marched 
to  Dranesville  very  rapidly.  It  was  from  the  first  high  ground  north 
of  the  turnpike  fork  that  I  first  saw  men  in  motion -south  and  south- 
east of  the  village,  where  there  seemed  to  be  no  reason  to  look  for  the 
presence  of  our  own  forces.  Soon  after  a  Gonfederate  flag  was  dis- 
played, and  as  wo  opened  in  sight  a  few  shots  were  fired.  Others  of 
the  enemy  also  at  the  same  time  appeared  in  view  from  the  edge  of  the 
woods  on  our  extreme  left.  Being  fortunately  familiar  with  the  ground, 
I  saw  at  once  the  importance  of  occupying  the  hill  on  which  the  brick 
house  stands,  which  was  occupied  in  October  as  the  headquarters  of 
General  McCall,  and  reaching  it  before  the  enemy.  My  men,  obeying 
the  double-quick  with  spirit,  were  formed  there  in  line  of  battle  by  the 
time  the  enemy's  guns  opened  from  the  road.  As  soon  as  I  conven- 
iently could  I  sent  my  adjutant  to  you  and  our  brave  commander.  I 
believe,  sir,  you  were  both  good  enough  to  approve  of  my  course  in 
taking  this  position.  The  enemy's  opinion  of  its  value  was  shown  by 
the  ctTort  to  turn  it  afterwards.  You  saw  the  rest.  The  Bucktails 
will  not  forget  you. 

Of  my  own  oiflcers  and  the  men  I  love  I  am  too  proud  to  say  more 
than  that  they  all,  without  an  exception,  did  their  duty }  but  it  is  my 

31  R  R— VOL  V 
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place  to  meDtion  the  coiurage  of  Oaptain  Ent  daring  the  brief  period 
when  you  were  good  enough  to  place  the  Sixth  under  my  command.  I 
cannot  consider  it  out  of  place,  either,  for  me  to  bear  my  own  testimony 
to  the  admirable  conduct  of  Oaptain  Easton  and  the  brave  artillerists 
with  him,  who  served  the  guns  of  Battery  A,  from  the  regiment  of  the 
gallant  Charles  T.  Campbell. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Dr.  S.  D.  Freeman,  regimental  sur- 
geon, showing  a  list  of  3  killed  and  27  wounded.*  I  trust  the  life  of 
Captain  Niles  will  be  spared  to  his  friends  and  his  country.  He  led  the 
flankers  on  the  left  yesterday,  and  though  his  tall  figure  made  him  a 
conspicuous  mark  for  the  enemy's  rifles,  he  did  not  cease  exposing 
himself  to  cbeer  on  his  men  until  he  fell.  This  was  but  little  before  the 
enemy  retired. 

Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  L.  KANE. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Obd. 


No.  4. 


Bqwrt  of  Lieut  Col.  William  M.  Penrose^  Sixth  Pemuiflvania  Reserve 

Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Sixth  EEaiMENT  Infantby,  Pa.  B.  Y.  C, 

Camp  Peirpaintj  December  21, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  herewith  transmit  you  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  my 
command  at  the  battle  of  Dranesville  yesterday,  December  20.  *  The 
conduct  of  the  troops  under  my  command  was  all  that  coold  be  desired, 
officers  and  men  genersbUy  behaving  with  great  coolness  and  bravery. 
I  would  particularly  mention  as  deserving  of  much  praise  Lieutenant 
Bonawitz.  of  Company  K,  and  Adjutant  McKean,  for  their  gallant 
and  soldierly  bearing }  also  Surgeon  Bower,  who  was  in  the  first  fire 
of  the  enemy,  and  provided  efficient  means  for  bringing  in  the  wounded, 
not  only  of  our  own  but  other  regiments,  and  rendering  them  timely 
assistance. 

Very  respectfally, 

W.  M.  PENEOSB, 

lAewtenant'  Colonel. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Obd. 


No.  6. 

Beport  of  Col.  Conrad  F.  Jackson^  Ninth  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Ninth  Beo't  Pbnnsylyania  Besebye  Cobps, 

December  21, 18G1. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  of  this  date,  to  make  out  an 
official  report  of  the  conduct  of  my  command  in  the  engagement  at 
Dranesville,  I  would  respectfally  state  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I 
marched  my  regiment  into  the  wood  or  copse,  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
and  advanced  as  directed,  with  difficulty  restraining  the  men  fh>m 

*  See  report  No.  10,  p.  489. 
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double-qaick*  As  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  the  position  of  firiend 
or  foe,  I  advanced  until  we  saw  and  heard  the  movements  of  troops  in 
advance  of  the  right  of  our  line.  I  halted,  and  formed  my  right  within 
GO  or  70  paces  of  the  left  of  the  troops  referred  to.  My  men  showed  a 
great  anxiety  to  fire.  At  this  time  an  officer  of  my  regiment  reported 
that  the  troops  opposite  were  the  Bncktails.  Determined  to  avoid  fall- 
ing into  the  fatal  error  of  killing  our  own  men,  I  at  once  used  all  my 
eoergy  to  prevent  firing,  nor  did  we  fire  nntU  after  we  had  received  a 
volley  from  the  enemy,  as  they  proved  to  be.  We  received  tlieir  first 
fire  as  Captain  Galway  was  in  the  act  of  reporting  that  he  had  obtained 
a  view  of  them,  and  assured  me  in  the  most  emp&tic  manner  they  were 
rebels.  ,The  order  to  fire  was  then  given  and  promptly  obeyed,  but  I 
fouud  there  still  existed  a  doubt  on  the  part  of  the  men  as  to  the  true 
character  of  the  troops  we  were  engaged  with,  which  caused  considerable 
confusion  in  the  ranks,  which  was  overcome  to  a  great  extent  with  some 
difficulty.  I  feel  perfectly  convinced,  had  the  men  been  assured  at  the 
onset  that  the  troops  before  us  were  rebels,  we  might  have  driven  them 
from  their  position  before  they  could  have  fired  on  us,  as  we  could  hear 
them  distinctly  load  their  pieces. 

I  afterwards  learned  that  the  impression  that  the  Bncktails  were  form* 
iDg  ia  front  was  strengthened  by  the  following  occurrence :  One  of  the 
enemy  called  out,  ^^  Don't  fire  on  us."  One  of  my  men  imprudently 
asked,  "Are  yoii  the  Bncktails f  The  answer  was,.  *<  Yes,  we  are  the 
Backtails;  don't  fire." 

I  inclose  surgeon's  report  of  killed  and  wounded.* 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  FBGER  JACKSON, 
Colonelj  Comdg,  Ifiwth  Begiment  Pennaylvania  Beaerve  Oorp$. 

General  £•  O.  C.  Obb. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  CoL  John  8.  MoOalmontj  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Tekth  Begiment  Pennstlvaitia  Besebves, 

Third  Brigade,  MgCall's  Division, 

Camp  Peirpointy  December  21, 1801. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  that  the  Tenth  took  in  the 
engagement  of  Dranesville  yesterday. 

Two  of  my  companies  were  on  outer  picket,  and  ordered  to  i^main ; 
three  were  detailed  to  cover  and  fnmish  fatigue  party  for  the  division 
quartermaster, under  command  of  LieuteDantColonel  Kirk.  A  platoon 
of  skirmishers  remained  by  mistake  with  the  foraging  party.  With 
the  remaining  four  companies  and  a  platoon  I  marched  in  advance  of 
the  Sixth  and  Twelfth  to  Dranesville,  where  we  had  been  preceded  by 
the  advance  of  the  brigade.  At  Dranesville,  after  a  short  halt,  we  re- 
ceived orders  to  return,  as  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  was  acoom- 
])1ished.  Immediately  thereafter  the  general  of  brigade  informed  us 
that  the  pickets  of  the  Ninth  had  been  driven  in  on  our  right.  At 
the  same  time  there  was  firing  on  the  left  of  the  line.  The  general 
having  moved  the  batterj'  to  the  left,  ordered  mo  to  flank  the  column 

*  Emboilicd  in  No.  10^  p.  489. 
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and  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  battery,  under  cover.  In  march- 
ing we  passed  through  the  field  directly  in  rear  of  our  battery,  whicb 
had  commenced  nnlimbering  under  a  smart  and  direct  fire  from  the 
enemy's  guns.  We  took  our  position  near  the  battery  in  a  growth  of 
cedars  on  its  left. 

Being  ho  posted,  under  orders  fh)m  the  general,  I  detached  Captain 
McConnell,  with  his  platoon,  as  skirmishers,  to  approach  the  cannoneers 
of  the  enemy,  and  see  if  the  enemy  was  endeavoring  to  turn  our  left. 
I  believe  this  order  was  in  all  respects  coolly,  gallantly,  and  efilect- 
ively  obeyed.  I  inclose  herewith  the  captain^s  report.  He  soon  sent 
me  word  that  the  enemy  had  broken  under  the  fire  of  artilleiy  and  mus- 
ketry on  the  right,  mostly  in  a  southerly  direction.  The  affair  was  soon 
over. 

The  general  then  gave  me  orders  to  flank  and  support  the  Bucktails 
and  Twelfth,  which  were  in  pursuit.  While  doing  so  we  observed  some 
of  the  enemy's  wounded,  whom  I  directed  the  attendants  to  remove  to 
the  brick  house  close  by.  A  number  of  the  enemy's  rifles,  muskets,  caps, 
overcoats,  &c.,  were  picked  up  by  the  hospital  attendants  and  servants. 
After  this  we  were  ordered  to  take  position  south  of  Dranesville.  It 
was  reported  to  me  by  an  officer  of  the  Ninth  that  they  had  observed 
from  the  hill  where  they  were  posted  after  their  gallant  conflict  a  white 
flag  south  of  us  at  a  house.  Major  Allen  led  a  small  party  to  ascertain, 
but  found  none  but  female  inmates,  one  of  whom  had  appeared  with  a 
white  headdress,  which  occasioned  the  mistake. 

Our  skirmishers  observed  wagon  and  horse  and  foot  tracks  through 
the  fields  leading  south  of  Dranesville,  and  on  all  the  by-roads,  of  which 
there  are  quite  a  number  in  that  vicinity.  They  reported  that  one  horse 
had  leaped  quite  a  high  fence,  but  I  did  not  inquire  in  which  direction, 
as  such  incidents  merely  afford  the  men  amusement  after  the  fatigue  of 
the  day.  We  were  recalled  to  take  ourposition  in  line  on  the  road,  pre- 
paratory to  marching  back  to  camp. 

Under  circumstances  new  to  nearly  if  not  quite  all  of  this  regiment, 
it  behaved  well,  and  I  believe  obeyed  with  spirit  every  order.  I  have 
occasion  to  be  thankful  that  I  have  the  honor  to  report  none  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing.  The  men  doubtless  wished  to  seal  their  devo- 
tion to  the  Union  and  their  confidence  in  their  generals  with  their 
wounds.  If  the  rebellion  continues,  they  will  likely  have  other  oppor- 
tunities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  S.  McCALMONT, 
Colonel^  Commanding  RegimenU 

Lieut.  S.  B.  Smith, 

A,  A,  A.  ff.,  Edqrs.  Tliird  Brigade^  McCaWs  Division. 


No.  7. 
Bqmia  of  Capt  Thomas  McConnell^  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Infantry. 

Camp  Peibpoint,  December  21, 1861. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
Shortly  after  the  regiment  was  placed  in  the  woods  by  the  direction 
pf  General  Ord,  near  Easton's  battery,  I  received  your  orders  to  take 
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the  first  platoon  of  my  company  (the  second  platoon,  under  Lieutenant 
Pattee,  having  l)een  placed  \vith  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirk  as  a  portion 
of  tbe  foraging  party)  out  some  distance  to  the  left  flank  of  our  line  and 
pick  off  the  artillerymen  of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  marched  forward, 
and  when  we  came  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  I  found  that  the  enemy's 
artillery  was  being  removed  farther  back,  but  discovered  a  number  of 
infantry  on  the  extreme  right  of  their  line  advancing  toward  us  as 
though  they  intended  flanking  us.  I  then  ordered  my  men  to  secrete 
themselves  in  some  deep  gullies  and  fire  upon  them,  which  they  imme- 
diately did  so  well  as  to  tbrce  them  back.  They  then  advanced  again, 
and  again  were  forced  to  retreat.  I  then  moved  still  farther  to  our  left, 
80  as  to  defeat  any  flank  movement.  Any  of  the  enemy  found  to  the 
right  of  their  artillery  I  believe  were  killed  by  my  men,  there  being  no 
other  troops  firing  upon  the  right  of  their  line.  I  observed  a  mounted 
officer  of  the  enemy  fall,  and  believe  they  carried  him  off  the  field.  None 
of  my  command  dead,  wounded,  or  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

THUS.  McCOXNELL, 

Captain  Company  B. 
Col.  J.  S.  McCalmont. 


Camp  Peirpoint,  Va.,  January  3, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement  of  the  battle 
of  Dranesville,  which  occurred  on  the  20th  December,  1861,  my  first 
report  being  rather  brief  on  account  of  the  haste  in  which  it  was  pre- 
pared. 

When  the  attack  was  made  upon  the  skirmishers  of  the  Ninth  Begi- 
ment  and  Kane's  regiment,  our  battalion  was  just  outside  of  Dranes- 
ville, the  artillery  and  cavalry  being  in  front  of  us,  the  Sixth  and 
Twelfth  Begiments  just  in  our  rear.  You  then  ordered  the  men  to 
load,  and  immediately  thereafter  to  give  way  on  the  right  and  left;  so 
that  the  battery  might  assume  a  position  in  our  rear,  our  troops  being 
in  column  of  platoon,  and  thus  occupying  almost  the  entire  roaid.  You 
then  onlered  us  by  the  left  flank  through  the  fields  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  road,  the  fences  soon  being  removed  by  the  pioneers,  and  at 
the  same  time  cheered  the  men  by  encouraging  remarks  and  by  boldly 
leading  the  way.  When  we  came  opposite  Easton's  battery,  against 
which  the  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy  was  almost  constantly  directed,  the 
balls  from  their  guns  flew  thick  and  fast,  but  fortunately  for  our  gunners 
and  our  battalion  their  aim  was  too  high,  all  their  shells  and  balls  pass- 
ing over  us.  Here  we  moved  out  to  the  turnpike,  marching  by  the 
right  flank,  and  when  near  Easton's  battery  you  marched  us  by  the 
left  flank  and  filed  right  into  the  woods,  our  right  resting  near  the 
turnpike,  the  entii^e  battalion  balf-fiicing  towards  our  battery. 

Being  on  the  left  of  the  battalion,  you  directed  me  to  throw  out  my 
platoon  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  woods,  just  by  the  Alexandria  and 
Leesburg  turnpike,  with  instructions  to  pick  off,  if  possible,  the  gunners 
of  the  enemy,  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  a  good  lookout  that  we 
were  not  flwked  by  the  enemy  on  the  left.  (Here  allow  nie  to  state 
that  Lieutenant  Pattee,  with  my  second  i)]atoon,  had  attached  him- 
self to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kirk's  foraging  party,  and  was  not  present 
until  after  the  engagement  was  over.)  When  I  marched  to  the  opening 
of  the  woods  I  observed  one  gun  of  their  battery  retiring,  the  others 
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having*  already  disappeared^  bat  at  the  same  time  saw  a  body  of  infan- 
try on  their  right,  approaching  no  doubt  for  the  porpoae  of  flanking  us 
and  thos  succeeding  in  taking  our  battery. 

We  had  then  to  advance  10  or  15  paces  for  the  purpose  of  secretinfir 
ourselves  in  some  deep  gullies  or  trenches,  natural  rifle  pits,  or  to  fall 
back  and  in  the  thick  woods  protect  ourselves.  Choosing  the  former,  I 
ordered  my  men  forwanl  double-quick,  and  in  a  moment  they  were  all 
well  secreted.  The  number  under  me  was  then  greatly  increased  by  the 
sergeant  of  pioneers  bringing  his  men  out  and  stationing  them  just  by 
mine,  placing  them  under  my  command.  I  then  ordered  all  to  fire, 
which  order  was  so  well  obeyed  that  the  enemy  were  instantly  thrown 
into  confhsion,  and  after  another  fire  retreated  to  the  woods  from  which 
they  had  Just  advanced.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  adventurers  who 
came  outside  the  woods  we  saw  no  more  of  them  for  some  minutes,  bat 
soon  they  rallied  in  considerable  numbers  and  engaged  us  warmly  dar- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  battle,  their  balls  falling  thick  around,  but  no 
one,  I  am  happy  to  state,  receiving  any  injury  therefrom ;  our  men,  in 
the  mean  time,  under  my  direction,  keeping  close  under  cover  and  re- 
serving their  fire  until  sure  of  their  mark. 

Being  cautioned  byyoutolookwelltotheleft,inordertopreventaflank 
movement  by  the  enemy  upon  the  battery  after  the  charge  was  made 
by  the  other  regiments  of  our  forces,  I  ordered  my  men,  the  pioneers, 
and  all  others  who  had  Joined  us  during  the  engagement,  to  march 
some  distance  down  the  Alexandria  turnpike,  and  there  remained  until 

1  was  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  retreated,  and  then  marched  back 
and  joined  our  battalion. 

1  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  coolness  and  courage  of  the  men 
whilst  under  fire,  and  also  of  the  manner  in  which  Sergt.  John  Gundy, 
of  the  pioneers,  and  the  pioneer  corps,  i)erformed  their  duty. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  some  three  of  my  men  (Sergeant  Gundy,  of 
the  pioneers,  being  one,  and  Sergeant  Gilleland  another)  went  over  the 
field  after  the  action  and  counted  27  men  killed  (2  being  officers)  and 

2  wounded  of  the  enemy,  all  by  rifle  balls,  which,  from  the  position  of 
the  forces,  could  not  have  been  reached  by  any  of  the  infantry  engaged 
in  the  action  except  by  those  under  me. 

All  behaved  well  and  gallantly,  but  it  becomes  my  duty,  under  yoar 
instruction,  to  select  a  limited  number  to  commend  to  your  special  notice 
for  recommendation  to  the  Stote  and  National  Governments.  This  is 
not  a  pleasing  dut3',  but  it  must  be  performed. 

For  coolness,  gallantry,  and  activity  in  firing  and  in  obepng  orders, 
I  therefore  mention:  First  Sergeant  David  Farrell,  Company  B,  of 
battalion;  Third  Sergeant  David  Gilleland,  Company  B,  left  general 
guide ;  Sergeant  John  Gundy,  of  Company  D,  commanding  pioneers ; 
Corporal  Irvine  Miller,  Company  B;  Privates  Samuel  B.  Clawges,  W.  J. 
McGinn,  John  McCann,  W.  B.  Gibson,  George  Wareham,  of  Company 
B,  and  Pioneers  Walter  D.  Byers  and  George  Eelso,  Company  B; 
John  W.  Waterhonse,  Company  F;  Hugh  Barnes,  Company  E,  and  Eli 
J.  Ague,  and  John  H.  Walker,  Company  B. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  McCONNELL, 
Captain  Company  £,  Tenth  Eegiment  Penniylvania  Be$erve9. 

Col.  J.  S.  MgCalmokt. 
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No.  8. 
Eqpart  of  CoL  John  H.  Taggartj  Ttceljth  Pennsylvania  Eewrve  Infantry. 

HSADQUABTEBS  TWELFTH  BEGIMBNT,  THXBD  BBIGAPE, 

McGall's  Diyision,  Pennstlyania  Besebye  Corps, 

Camj^  Peirpointf  Decen^fer  21, 1S61. 

Genebal:  Pnrsaant  to  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  the  regi- 
ment under  my  command,  nnmbering  575  officers  and  men,  marched 
ont  upon  the  DranesvUle  pike  yesterday  morning  between  G  and  7 
o^dock,  took  position  on  the  left  of  the  brigade,  and  advanced  towards 
Dranesville.  Nothing  of  special  importance  occorred  until  about  1 
mile  west  of  Difficult  Creek,  when  the  scouting  parties  reported  that  a 
considerable  force  of  the  enemy,  numbering  about  four  regiments,  were 
drawn  up  on  a  field  about  1  mUe  to  the  left  of  our  line,  apparently 
watching  our  movements.  I  immediately  halted  my  regiment  upon 
receiving  tiiis  information  and  formed  line  of  battle  facing  the  enemy, 
but  as  they  showed  no  disposition  to  engage,  after  waiting  some  time 
the  regiment  was  again  put  in  march  tC'WaMs  Dranesville. 

On  approaching  the  village  our  flanking  parties  were  driven  in  by  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  who  were  posted  in  the  woods,  a  dense  thicket 
of  pines,  on  our  left.  Our  scouts  reported  that  they  had  been  fired  on 
by  troops  concealed  in  the  woods.  The  fire  was  returned,  when  the 
enemy  in  large  numbers  showed  themselves  and  pursed  our  scouts 
for  some  distance  towards  the  left  of  my  regiment,  which  was  instantly 
halted  and  formed  into  line  to  receive  the  attack  on  the  turnpike  road. 
Hy  right  rested  on  the  hill  leading  into  Dranesville,  and  the  left  oppo- 
site a  brick  house  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  and  behind  which  the  enemy 
appeared  to  be  in  force. 

At  this  juncture  Adjt.  B.  B.  Smith  was  dispatched  to  you  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade,  informing  you  of  the  state  of  afthirs.  Your  immediate 
presence  at  the  scene  of  attack^  and  the  timely  support  of  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  the  Kane  Bifle  Begiment,  the  cavaJiy  force, 
and  Easton's  battery,  are  facts  which  came  under  your  own  notice,  and 
therefore  need  no  further  mention  from  me. 

B^ore  the  regiments  had  got  tairly  into  position  the  enemy  opened 
with  a  heavy  fire  of  shot  and  shell,  which  fell  thick  and  fast  m  the 
vicinity  of  the  left  of  my  regiment.  The  shells  at  first  exploded  in 
our  rear,  tearing  up  the  ground  and  splintering  the  fences  in  every 
direction,  but  fortunately  did  no  damage  to  the  men  under  my  command. 
After  firing  about  fifteen  minutes  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  a 
better  range,  and  the  shells  burst  over  our  heads,  but  without  injury, 
the  men  on  tne  left,  the  most  exposed  portion  of  the  regiment,  being 
ordered  to  lie  flat  on  the  ground. 

Easton's  batteiy  now  opened  upon  the  enemy  fh>m  our  left  with  such 
effect  that  the  firing  fh)m  the  enemy  ceased  for  a  time,  and  we  were  re- 
lieved finom  the  most  annoying  situation  in  which  a  soldier  can  be  placed, 
that  of  receiving  a  fire  ih>m  the  enemy  without  returning  it,  which  we 
could  not  do,  as  the  enemy  were  entirely  hidden  from  view.  The  con- 
duct of  the  men  during  the  time  they  were  under  fire,  nearly  all  of  them 
for  the  first  time,  was  most  commendable.  There  was  no  flinching,  and 
the  line  was  preserved  unbroken. 

At  this  time,  by  your  orders,  I  dismounted,  leaving  my  horse  in  the 
road,  and  on  foot  conducted  the  charge  of  my  regiment  into  a  dense 
woods  opposite  the  right  wing  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  enemy's 
batteiy.    We  advan<^  into  the  woods  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the 
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ground  and  the  dense  growth  of  timber  would  permit,  without  finding 
the  enemy.  We  then  sulvanced  with  a  full  battalion  front  to  the  left^ 
where  a  heavy  firing  of  musketry  was  going  on.  Before  we  emerged 
from  the  woods  the  firing  ceased.  We  soon  gained  an  open  field,  in 
the  direction  of  the  enemy,  where  we  halted  and  awaited  orders,  wlucli 
were  received  from  you,  to  charge  into  a  wood  in  our  front  and  take 
the  enemy's  battery,  which  was  believed  to  be  only  a  short  distance 
from  us.  This  order  was  instantly  obeyed,  and  the  Twelfth  Regiment 
dashed  into  the  woods.  We  scoured  the  thickets  in  every  direction 
without  finding  the  battery,  but  discovered  dead  bodies  of  the  rebel 
troops  lying  in  every  direction,  besides  a  number  of  wounded,  who 
were  properly  taken  care  of  and  sent  to  the  rear.  We  continued  the 
purstiit  for  a  considerable  distance  without  meeting  the  enemy,  but  on 
every  side  there  were  evidences  of  a  precipitate  flight — arms,  ammuni- 
tion, clothing,  and  provisions  being  strewed  around  in  every  direction. 

By  your  orders  we  were  recalled,  and  returned  by  way  of  a  road  wo 
had  crossed  before  charging  into  the  woods.  Here  we  discoverexl  the 
location  of  the  enemy's  battery  by  the  piles  of  cannon  balls,  shells,  and 
munitions  of  war.  There  was  one  gun-carriage  destroyed  by  the  pio- 
neers of  my  regiment,  which  was  found  damaged  from  the  effects  of  our 
shot  and  shell. 

The  conduct  of  the  ofQcers  and  men,  under  the  difficult  circumstances 
in  which  they  were  placed,  in  searching  a  dense  forest  for  a  hidden  foe, 
was  eminently  satisfactory.  I  desire  to  mention  particularly  the  serv- 
ices rendered  by  Quartermaster  E.  D.  Eeid,  who  acted  as  my  adjutant 
on  the  occasion.  None  of  the  field  officers  were  on  duty  except  myself, 
and  but  three  captains  out  of  nine.  Notwithstanding  these  disadvan- 
tages, the  subaltern  officers  and  the  men  conducted  themselves  with 
spirit  and  bravery,  and  obeyed  with  alacrity  the  orders  given  them. 

I  am  gratified  to  have  only  one  casualty  to  report-  Private  William 
B.  Fox,  of  Company  K,  was  shot  in  the  right  thigh  during  the  first 
part  of  our  advance  into  the  woods.  The  wound  is  not  serious.  He 
made  a  .narrow  escape.  A  porte-monnaie  in  his  x)ocket  was  bored 
through,  and  a  $2.50  gold  piece  in  it  was  bent  nearly  double. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  H.  TAGGART, 
Colonely  Commanding  Twelfth  Regiment  P.  R,  C 

Brig.  Gen.  E  O.  0.  Ord, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade,  McCaXVs  Diviaiony  P.  R.  0. 


No.  9. 


Report  oj  Copt.  Hezekidh  Boston^  Battery  J.,  Fir»t  Pennsylvania  Reserve 

Artillery, 

Oamp  Peibpoint,  December  21, 1861. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  Brigadier-General  Mc^Call,  commanding  this  division,  I  reported 
to  you  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  at  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
from  thence  proceeded  with  my  battery,  Company  A^  First  Pennsylvania 
Artillery,  in  connection  with  your  brigade,  to  a  x>omt  on  the  Leesburg 
turnpike  near  Dranesville.  No  appearance  of  the  enemy  was  visible 
until  we  reached  Thornton's  house,  near  the  junction  of  the  Alexandria 
and  Leesburg  turnpike,  when  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry 
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▼as  saddenly  opened  from  a  thick  woods  on  onr  left,  tbe  enemy  evi- 
dently lying  in  large  force  in  ambuscade,  while  their  artillery  was  posted 
on  the  Centreville  road,  leading  through  the  wood  and  coming  into  the 
Alexandria  turnpike  between  Thornton's  and  Coleman's  houses.  My 
goDs  were  immediately  put  into  battery  and  opened  fire.  Having  noth- 
ing to  indicate  the  position  of  the  enemy  but  the  smoke  of  their  guns,  I 
opened  a  brisk  discharge  of  shells  into  the  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy, 
▼bich  was  kept  up  until  your  order  to  cease  firing.  The  examination 
of  the  ground  afterward  showed  the  successful  and  destructive  effects 
of  oar  artillery  fire.  The  rebel  battery,  in  my  opinion,  was  unmanned 
by  our  third  f^  They  succeeded  in  drawing  off  their  guns,  Imt  I  cap- 
tared  one  caisson  and  one  limber,  and  one  other  was  exploded  and  the 
horses  fataJIy  injured.  The  woods  in  which  the  enemy  were  concealed 
were  fonnd  thickly  strewn  with  dead  and  wounded.  The  mangled 
bodies  of  the  dead  showed  the  terrible  execution  of  our  fire.  Besides 
the  ordnance  captured,  a  large  quantity  of  clothing,  blankets,  knap- 
sacks, haversacks,  &c.,  was  found,  which  the  enemy  had  cast  off'  in 
their  hasty  and  thorough  rout 

I  have  tiio  satisfaction  to  state  that,  although  the  injury  and  loss  of 
the  enemy  was  so  severe,  in  my  battery  there  was  not  a  man  or  horse 
lost  and  no  ii^jury  done  my  guns.  Our  only  casualty  was  the  slight 
woimding  of  one  of  my  men  (Charles  Osborn),  who  was  struck  in  the 
knee  by  a  spent  ball,  which  slightly  lamed  him. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  I  was  firmly  supported  b^^  a  detachment  of 
tbe  Tenth  Eegiment  (Colonel  McCalmont's),  and  that  my  whole  com- 
pany, officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  men,  acted  with  skill  and 
energy  and  courage  worthy  the  highest  praise. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

H.  EASTON, 
Captain^  Commanding  Battery  A^  First  BegH  Pa.  Art 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Third  Brigade^  P.  B.  0. 


No.  10. 
Return  of  o(uuaXtk%  in  the  Union  foroee  in  the  engagement  at  Draneeville,  Va.,  December 
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No.  11. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  J,  E.  B.  Stuart^  €.  8.  Army. 

Dbanesyille,  Ya.,  Deoember  21, 1861. 

We  had  a  hard-fought  battle  here  yesterday.  I  had  four  pieces  and 
four  regiments,  say  1,200  strong.  The  enemy  had  ftom  five  to  ten  regi- 
ments, six  or  seven  pieces  artillery.  They  said  3,100.  Finding  heavy 
re-enforcements  arriving,  I  withdrew  my  command  in  perfect  order  from 
the  field,  carrying  off  nearly  all  the  wounded.  The  enemy's  loss  was 
over  50  killed;  our  killed  27.  They  evacuated  at  dark.  I  will  return  to 
Centreville  to-day. 
In  haste. 

J.  B.  B.  STUABT, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 
Gen.  D.  H.  Hill. 


Headquabtebs  Outposts  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

Deoember  23, 1861. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  20th  instant  I  was 
placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  in&ntry,  150  cavalry,  and  a  battery 
of  four  pieces  of  artillery,  viz.  Eleventh  Virginia  Volunteers,  Col.  S.  Gar- 
land, jr.;  Sixth  South  Carolina  Volunteers,  Lieutenant- Colonel  Secrest; 
Tenth  Alabama  Volunteers,  Col.  J.  H.  Forney,  and  First  Kentucky  Vol- 
unteers, Col.  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  making  an  aggregate  force  of  1,600  in- 
fantry; Sumter  Flying  Artillery  (four  pieces),  Capt.  A.  8.  Cotts;  Oue 
hundredth  [f  ]  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  Major  Gordon,  and  Fifty-second  [!] 
Virginia  Cavalry,  Captain  Pitzer,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  an  expe- 
dition of  all  the  wagons  of  our  army  that  could  be  spared  (after  hay)  to 
the  left)  of  Dranesville. 

1  proceeded  at  once  by  the  nearest  route  at  daylight  towards  Dranes- 
ville, and  the  accompanying  sketch*  will  show  the  route  as  well  as  the 
relative  situation  of  other  objects  of  interest  in  what  I  am  about  to 
narrate. 

Knowing  the  situation  of  the  enemy's  advance  posts,  I  sent  the  cav- 
alry forward  far  in  advance  of  the  infantry,  to  take  possession  of  the 
two  turnpikes  to  the  right  of  Drainesville,  leading  directly  to  the  enemy's 
advanced  iK)sts,  so  as  to  prevent  any  communication  of  our  movements 
reaching  them,  and  with  the  main  body  I  followed  on  to  take  a  position 
with  two  regiments  and  a  section  of  artillery  on  each  turnpike,  also  to 
the  right  of  Dranesville,  and  close  enough  to  their  intersection  to  form 
a  continuous  line. 

Such  a  position  I  knew  I  could  hold  against  almost  any  odds,  but  as 
my  cavalry  came  in  sight  of  tbe  turnpike,  Captain  Pitzer  discovered  the 
enemy  at  the  point  (A)  on  the  ridge  and  sent  me  word  immediately.  I 
galloped  forward  at  once,  and,  reconnoitering  for  myself,  found  that  a 
portion  of  the  enemy  was  in  possession  of  the  ridge,  and  I  could  hear 
distinctly  artillery  carriages  passing  up  the  Georgetown  turnpike  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  and  presently  saw  the  cannons  mounted  on  limber- 
boxes  passing  up  towards  Dranesville,  about  200  yards  from  the  inter- 
section (A).  I  knew,  too,  that  the  enemy's  infantry  were  in  advance, 
and  I  at  once  suspected  that  he  was  either  marching  upon  Leesburg  or 
had  received  intelligence  through  a  spy  of  our  intended  forage  expedi- 
tion and  was  marching  upon  it.    In  either  case  our  wagons  would  have 

*  Not  found. 
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Men  an  easy  prey  to  him,  and  I  saw  al  onoe  that  my  only  way  to  save 
them  was  to  make  a  Tigoroos  attack  upon  his  rear  and  left  flank  and  to 
oompd  him  to  desist  mm  such  a  purpose. 

I  sent  back  for  the  infontr^"  to  harry  forward,  and  sent  Captain  Pitzer 
with  his  detachment  of  cavalry  to  gain  the  roads  towards  Leesburg, 
give  notice  to  our  wagons  to  return  at  once  to  camp,  and  keep  between 
them  and  the  enemy,  threatening  his  front  and  flank;  and  I  will  state 
here,  parenthetically,  that  this  duty  was  performed  by  Captain  Pitzer 
and  his  gallant  little  detachment  in  the  most  creditable  manner;  all  our 
wagons  reaching  camp  safely. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy's  skirmishers  took  possession  of  the  dense 
pine  in  our  fh>nt,  and  as  our  infantry  was  met  by  my  messenger  three- 
foarths  of  a  mile  back,  it  was  some  time  coming  up.  Colonel  Garland's 
regiment,  leading,  was  directed  to  deploy  two  companies  on  each  side 
of  the  road  to  clear  the  ground  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  One  of 
these  companies,  having  mistaken  its  durection,  went  too  far  to  the  right, 
and  Colonel  Gtoland  had  to  replace  it  with  another.  The  pines  were 
cleared  at  double  quick,  and  the  battery  was  ordered  in  position  at  (B), 
and  fired  very  effectively  during  the  whole  of  the  engagement  to  the 
front 

The  in&ntry  were  placed  in  position  as  follows:  Garland's  regiment 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  a  little  in  advance  of  the  artillery ;  Secrest's 
(South  Carolina)  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Forney's  regiment,  arriving 
later,  replaced  Garland's,  which  moved  by  the  flank  to  the  right,  and 
the  First  Kentucky^  Colonel  Taylor,  at  first  intended  as  a  reserve,  was 
ordered  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  South  Carolina. 

As  our  infant^  was  well  secured  from  the  enemy's  view,  their  artil- 
lery fire,  which  opened  about  fifteen  minutes  after  ours  began,  had  little 
effect  upon  the  infantry,  but  played  with  telling  effect  along  the  road, 
as  firom  its  position  (C)  and  the  straightness  of  the  road  in  our  rear  it 
raked  the  latter  witn  shell  and  round  shot  completely.  Their  caissons 
and  limbers  were  behind  in  a  brick  house  completdy  protected  from 
our  shot,  while  our  limbers  and  caissons  were  necessarily  crowded  and 
exposed.  There  was  no  outlet  to  right  or  left  for  a  mile  back  by  which 
the  artiUery  could  change  its  position.  When  our  forces  took  their 
position  the  fire  of  the  artillery  caused  great  commotion  iu  the  enemy's 
lines  and  a  part  evidently  took  to  their  heels. 

The  right  wing  was  ordered  forward,  and  the  Tenth  Alabama  rushed 
with  a  shout  in  a  shower  of  bullets,  under  the  gallant  lead  of  their 
colonel  (Forney)  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Martin,  the  latter  fiiUing  in 
the  charge.  A  part  of  this  regiment  crossed  the  road  and  took  position 
along  a  fence,  from  which  the  enemy  felt  the  trueness  of  their  aim  at 
short  range.  The  colonel  was  here  severely  wounded  and  had  to  retire. 
In  his  abMuce  the  command  devolved  upon  Msyor  Woodward. 

The  Eleventh  Virginia,  holding  position  on  the  right  of  the  Tenth 
Alabama,  were  not  so  much  ex]>osed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  con- 
sequently suffered  less.  The  Sixth  South  Carolina  gradually  gained 
ground  idso  to  the  front,  and  being,  together  with  the  Tenth  Alabama, 
exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  from  a  twostory  brick 
house,  suffered  most. 

My  orders  to  Colonel  Taylor,  First  Kentucky,  were  given  through 
Colonel  Forney,  and  I  soon  knew  by  the  commotion  on  my  left  that  it 
was  in  place.  The  thicket  where  the  Sixth  South  Carolina  and  First 
Kentucky  operated  was  so  dense  that  it  was  imi)ossible  to  see  either 
[their]  exact  i)osition  or  their  progress  in  the  fight,  and  I  regret  to  say 
that  the  First  Kentucky  and  the  Sixth  South  Carohna  mistook  each 
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other  for  the  enemy,  and  a  few  casualties  occurred  in  consequence,  but 
with  that  exception  the  whole  force  acted  with  admirable  unison,  and 
advanced  upon  the  enemy  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans,  driving  him 
several  times  Irom  his  position  with  heavy  loss. 

When  the  action  had  lasted  about  two  hours  I  found  that  the  enemy, 
being  already  in  fonso  larger  than  my  own,  was  recovering  from  his 
disonler  and  receiving  heavy  re-enforcements.  I  could  not,  with  my 
small  numbers,  being  beyond  the  reach  of  re-enforcements,  force  his 
position  without  fearful  sacrifice,  and  seeing  that  his  artillery,  superior 
to  ours  in  numbers  and  position  only,  was  pouring  a  very  destructive 
fire  into  CutU'  battery,  I  decided  to  withdraw  the  latter  at  once,  pre- 
l>aratory  to  retiring  from  the  field,  judging,  too,  that  I  had  given  oar 
wagons  ample  time  to  get  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy. 

The  battery  suffered  greatly.  Its  position  was  necessarily  such  that 
it  could  fire  only  to  the  front,  and  the  caissons  and  limbers  had  no  cover 
whatever  from  such  a  fire.  Three  or  four  cannoneers  had  been  shot  at 
their  posts  and  several  wounded,  and  every  shot  of  the  enemy  was 
dealing  destruction  on  either  man,  limber,  or  horse. 

The  conduct  of  the  brave,  true,  and  heroic  Cutts  attracted  my  admira- 
tion frequently  during  the  action — now  acting  No.  1,  and  now  as  gun- 
ner, and  still  directing  and  disposing  the  whole  with  perfect  self  com- 
mand and  a  devotion  to  his  duty  that  was,  I  believe,  scarcely  ever  equaled. 
He  executed  my  orders  to  withdraw  his  battery  under  a  ricochet  fire  of 
great  accuracy. 

One  piece  I  found  it  necessary  to  detail  some  infantry  (Eleventh  Vir- 
ginia) to  assist  in  conducting  to  the  rear,  which  was  done  by  them  under 
great  personal  exposure. 

Having  secured  the  artillery,  I  sent  orders  to  the  four  regimental 
commanders  to  disengage  themselves  from  the  enemy  and  retire  slowly 
and  in  perfect  order  to  the  railroad,  where  a  stand  would  be  made. 
This  delicate  duty  was  performed  admirably,  and  our  troops  marched 
back  leisurely,  bringing  with  ^hem  all  the  wounded  that  could  be 
found. 

The  men  gathered  up  their  blankets  as  they  passed  the  points  where 
they  had  b^n  deposited  before  the  fight.  I  regret  to  say,  however, 
that  one  of  the  regiments  reached  the  road  this  side  of  their  blankets 
and  knapsacks,  thus  missing  them  entirely ;  a  circumstance  which  the 
eui*my  will  construe  into  precipitate  flight.  The  enemy  was  evidently 
too  much  crippled  to  follow  in  pursuit,  and  after  a  short  halt  at  the 
railroad  I  proceeded  to  Fryingpan  Church,  where  the  wounded  were 
cared  for. 

Early  next  morning,  with  the  two  fresh  regiments  furnished  me  ftho 
Ninth  Georgia  and  Eighteenth  Virginia),  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baker,  I  proceeded  towards  the  scene  of  ac- 
tion of  the  previous  day,  the  cavalry  being  sent  in  advance.  Learning 
that  the  enemy  had  evacuated  Dranesville  and  had  left  some  of  onr 
\rounded  there,  I  pushed  on  to  that  place  to  recover  them  and  to  take 
care  of  the  dead.  I  found  our  dead  on  the  field,  and  proceeded  at  once 
to  remove  them  all  to  Centrcville  for  interment  The  wounded  (ahont 
10)  were  left  by  the  enemy  at  a  house  at  Dranesville,  who  intended  to 
send  for  them  the  next  day.  They  had  beep  cared  for  with  the  utmost; 
devotion  by  several  of  the  ladies  of  the  place.  They  were  also  removed 
to  Centreville,  except  two,  who  were  not  able  to  survive  the  removal, 
who  at  their  own  desire  and  at  the  surgeon's  advice  were  left  in  charge 
of  the  ladies. 

As  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  if  the  concurrent  statements  of  the 
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diizens  residing  on  his  ronte  of  march  can  be  credited,  he  had  fifteen 
regiments  of  infantry,  several  batteries,  and  seven  companies  of  cav* 
airy.  The  latter  had  stuted  in  the  direction  of  oar  wagons  just  before 
the  action  began,  but  were  then  recalled. 

Oar  wounded,  who  were  for  the  time  prisoners,  say  that  the  enemy's 
loss  was  acknowledged  by  them  to  be  very  heavy,  and  among  the  officers 
killed  or  mortally  wounded  was  Colonel  Kane,  of  Utah  notoriety ;  and 
citizens  living  below  declared  that  they  carried  off  twenty  wagon  loads 
of  killed  and  wounded,  besides  many  dead  before  them  on  their  horses, 
and  that  as  soon  as  their  dead  and  wounded  were  removed  they  left  the 
field  precipitately,  leaving  behind  much  of  the  material  which  we  left  on 
the  field,  but  which  we  recovered  next  day. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  Colonel  Forney,  that  gallant  son 
of  Alabama,  whose  conspicuous  bravery,  leading  his  men  in  a  galling 
fire,  was  the  admiration  of  all ;  nor  of  his  lieutenant  colonel  (Martin), 
who,  with  the  battle-cry  of  forwanlon  his  lips,  fell,  bravely  encouraging 
his  men.  Nor  can  I  do  more  than  simple  justice  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  that  regiment,  who  seemed  determined  to  follow  their  colonel  wherever 
he  would  lend. 

Colonel  Garland  and  Major  Langhome,  of  the  Eleventh  Virginia,  be- 
haved with  great  coolness  under  fire^  and  the  men  of  that  regiment, 
though  deprived  by  locality  from  sharing  as  much  of  the  danger  of  the 
engagement  as  the  Tenth  Alabama  Eegiment,  yet  acquitted  themselves 
to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

The  Sixth  South  Carolina  and  First  Kentucky  were,  I  regret  to  say, 
too  much  screened  from  my  view  to  afford  me  the  privilege  of  bearing 
witness,  by  personal  observation,  of  individual  prowess,  but  that  the 
Sixth  South  Carolina,  under  the  fearless  Secrest,  did  its  whole  duty,* 
let  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded  and  her  battle-flag,  bathed  in  blood, 
with  its  staff  shivered  in  the  hand  of  the  bearer,  be  silent  but  eloquent 
witnesses.  GTheir  migor  (Woodward)  was  painfully  wounded,  but  bore 
himself  heroically  notwithstanding;  while  the  tilling  report  I  could 
distinctly  hear  fh>m  the  left  assured  me  that  the  First  Kentucky,  under 
the  gallant  Taylor,  the  intrepid  Msgor  Crossland,  and  daring  Desha, 
was  all  right. 

Our  battery's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  great,  and  the  men 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  devotion  to  their  pieces  under  such  peril- 
ous circumstances. 

The  detachment  of  North  Carolina  cavalry,  under  Major  Gordon, 
was  of  great  service  in  watching  the  approaches  to  our  flanks,  though 
the  ground  was  extremely  unfavorable  for  cavalry. 

The  attention  of  the  general  commanding  is  respectfully  called  to  the 
detailed  reports  of  commanders  of  regiments  and  corjis,  and  to  the 
special  mention  made  by  them  of  individual  prowess. 

Colonel  Taylor  became  separated  from  his  regiment  in  passing  from 
its  left  to  its  right  and  found  himself  beyond  the  enemy's  lines,  but  by 
great  coolness  and  presence  of  mind  he  extricated  himself  and  joined 
his  regiment  that  night 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  adjutant-general,  Captain  Brion;  my  aide, 
Ghiswell  Dabney,  jr.;  Lieutenants  Throckmorton  and  Johnson,  of  the 
Fairfax  Cavalry,  and  Lieutenant  Jackson  (aide  to  General  Jones),  vol- 
unteers for  the  occasion,  for  valuable  services  on  the  field.  Lieutenant 
Throckmorton  accompanied  Captain  Pitzer  and  was  conspicuously  use- 
ful during  the  day,  and  Lieutenant  Johnson  was  of  great  service  to  me. 

Corporal  Henry  Hagan,  of  [the]  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  was  of  great 
8er\ice  in  showing  the  First  Kentucky  its  position  in  line,  and  proved 
himself  on  this  as  on  every  other  occasion  worthy  of  a  commission. 
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Redmond  Barke,  Chief  Bugler  Steele,  Privates  Lewis,  Barnes,  Harris, 
Barton,  Landstreet,  Booth,  Brigman,  Thompson,  and  Carroll,  of  luy 
escort,  deserve  my  thanks  for  their  promptness  and  accuracy  in  con- 
veying orders  and  instructions. 

Had  we  effected  the  safety  of  our  wagons— constituting  the  greater 
part  of  the  available  means  of  transportation  of  this  army — ^with  great 
loss  to  ourselves,  without  inflicting  much  on  the  enemy,  alone  would 
have  been  a  triumph  of  which  the  brave  men  of  the  four  regiments 
under  my  command  could  be  proud;  but  when  it  is  considered  what 
overwhelming  odds  were  against  us,  notwithstanding  which  we  saved 
the  transportation,  inflict^  upon  the  enemy  a  loss  severer  than  our 
own,  rendering  him  unequal  to  the  task  of  pursuit,  retired  in  perfect 
order,  and  bringing  with  us  nearly  all  our  wounded,  we  may  rightly 
call  it  a  glorious  success. 

Our  entire  loss  is  as  follows: 


I 


Elevesth  Vlx^dnift  Voltmte«n. ... 
Sixth  South  Carolina  Voltmteen. 

Tenth  AlAlrama  Vulontaers 

First  Kentucky  Volunteers 

Cults' bftttury 

CftTolry 


6 
18 
15 

1 

a 


IS 
45 
45 

2:i 
15 


6 
3 


Total. 


43 


143 


8 


The  list  of  killed  has  been  materially  increased  by  deaths  which 
have  occurred  since  the  battle,  as  the  number  found  dead  on  the  field 
was  only  27. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  msvjor,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  B.  ST  [J ART, 
Brigadier' General  J  Commanding, 

Maj.  Thomas  A.  TratTj  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


DEGEHBEB  24-25,  1861.— Scout  towards  Fairftuc  CourtpHouse,  Vs. 


Beport  of  Lieut,  Henry  Schiekhardtj  Thirty-first  New  York  Infantry, 

Camp  Thirty-first  Nbw  York  Volunteers, 

December  26, 1861. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  received  I  started  on  a  scout  towards 
Fairfax  Court- House  on  the  24th  instant-,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant 
Frossard,  of  this  regiment,  and  2  men  of  my  company.  Between  the 
hours  of  3  and  11  p.  m.  on  that  day  we  traversed  the  whole  section  of 
countiy  lying  between  Acootink  Creek  and  the  Little  Biver  turnpike, 
but  without  going  fetrther  north  than  the  Falls  Church  and  Fairfax 
Court-House  road,  without  seeing  an  enemy,  although  their  many  tracks 
gave  evidence  of  their  frequent  passage  in  almost  every  direction. 
During  the  entire  night  we  heml  heavy  firing  in  a  southwesterly,  also 
in  a  northeasterly  direction.    We  also  heard  noises  which  e^ddently 
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camefjrom  a  seoating  party  of  the  enemy  on  the  nulroad  grading  which 
nrns  from  Annandale  to  Fairfax  Ck>art-Hoii8e. 

On  the  25th,  about  5  a.  m.,  we  advanced  cautioaRly  through  the 
woods  on  the  north  side  of  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  when  jost  »Byond 
the  trees  felled  near  the  road  we  disoovered  the  enemy's  advanced 
pickets  seemingly  extended  in  a  line  running  from  north  to  south  about 
If  miles  this  sicle  of  Fairfax  Ck>urt*Honse.  There  were  no  fires  to  be 
seen  along  this  line,  and  the  line  appeared  strong  and  well  guarded,  as 
we  saw  parties  of  25  or  30  men  stationed  at  single  points.  Not  being 
able  to  advance  any  flBurther  we  retraced  our  steps,  arriving  at  our  ad- 
vanced posts  at  about  II  a.  m. 

Aoconling  to  the  statements  of  some  fanners  professing  loyalty,  it 
appears  that  the  scouting  parties  of  the  enemy  consist  mostly  of  cav- 
alry, which  is  used  almost  exclusively  for  outpost  duty.  Whenever  the 
rebels  expect  an  attack  on  their  line  they  draw  their  pickets  within 
about  half  a  mile  of  FairfiEtx  Court-Honse,  and  firom  what  I  saw  and 
learned  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  they  would  not  make  a  stand  this 
side  of  their  barricades.  I  would  state  that  fh)m  what  I  learned  I  am 
convinced  that  at  the  recent  advance,  on  the  18th  instant,  of  the  enemy, 
their  entire  force  consisted  of  only  l^ree  companies  of  infantry,  two  of 
cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery.  This  movement  was  executed  with 
great  rapidity. 

Finally,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  imprudence  of  some  of  our 
advanced  posts.  In  returning  from  our  scouting  expedition,  when  near 
the  bridge  beyond  Annandale,  we  met  a  party  of  some  15  men  belong- 
ing to  the  Thirty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  who  were  out  without  a  commis- 
sioned or  other  responsible  officer,  and  whose  carelessness  was  such, 
that  had  a  iiarty  of  the  enemy  come  down  the  road  they  could  have 
easily  killed  or  captured  them  all.  This  party  was  also  engaged  in 
bnming  a  bam  situated  on  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  about  1  mile  be- 
yond Annandale.  The  carelessness  of  the  outposts  of  Blenker's  division 
m  giving  and  receiving  the  countersign  signals  is  in  my  opinion  highly 
reprehensible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  SCHIOKHAEDT, 
Lieutenant^  Co,  Ej  Thirty  first  New  York  Volunteere. 

Gapt.  E.  Spabbow  Pubdt, 

Assietant  Adjutant-Generalj  Alexandria  Division. 


DSOEMBEB  28, 1861.— Beqkley  (Raleigh  Court-Honse),  W.  Va.,  oeoapied 

by  Union  forces. 

Extract  from  ^*  Record  of  Eventsl*  return  of  the  Department  of  Western 

Virginia^  for  the  month  of  December^  1861. 

On  the  28th,  Colonel  Scammon,  Twenty-third  Ohio,  commanding 
Schenck's  brigade,  occupied  Beckley,  the  capital  of  Baleigh  County,  a 
key  i>oint,  where  the  route  firom  Lewisburg  to  Kentucky  crosses  the 
turnpike  from  Great  Falls  to  Wytheville,  with  four  companies  of  in- 
fantry and  one  of  cavalry.  The  move  is  one  of  great  importance, 
stopping  communication  between  the  rebels  in  the  central  and  western 
portions  of  the  State. 


496  OPERATIONS   IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND  W.   VA.         {Chat.  XIV. 

DECEHBEB  29,  30, 1861 Captnre  of  SattonviUe  (Braxton  Conrt-Hoofle), 

and  skirmishes  in  Clay,  Braxton,  and  Webster  Counties,  West  Virginia. 

Extract  from  *'  Record  of  Events^  return  of  the  Department  of  Western 

Virginia^  for  the  month  of  Jbeoemberj  1861. 

Od  the  20th,  Suttonville,  garrisoned  by  one  company  (Bowand's)  First 
Virginia  Cavalry,  was  attacked  by  135  rebel  euerrillas.  The  compauy 
retreated  to  Weston,  and  the  gaerrillas  burned  the  town  and  what  com- 
missary stores  were  there.  Colonel  Crook,  with  fonr  companies,  went 
in  search  of  the  same  gang  from  S^mmersville,  enconntered  the  flying 
rascals  in  Clay  and  Braxton,  killed  6,  and  chased  and  scattered  thejn 
into  the  mountain  towards  the  Glades. 

On  the  30th,  Colonel  Anisansel,  with  three  companies  of  the  First 
Virginia  Cavalry  and  three  of  the  Third  Virginia  Infantry,  marched  to 
punish  the  marauders,  and  pursued  them  into  the  Glades  in  Webster 
County,  killed  22  and  burned  26  houses,  thus  breaking  up  their  nest. 


JAHUABY  3, 1863.^Desoent  upon,  and  skirmish  at,  Hnntersville,  W.  Va. 

No.  1. — ^Maj.  George  Webster,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Infantry. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Gen.  William  W.  Loring,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  3. — Brig.  €ren.  Edward  Johnson,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  4.— Col.  George  W.  Hull,  C.  8.  Army, 

No.  5. — Capt.  H.  M.  Bell,  Assistant  Qnarter master,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Report  ofMaj.  Oeorge  Wehsterf  Ttcenty  fifth  Ohio  Infantry, 

HUTTOXSVILLB,  W.  Va.,  January  6, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that^  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  on 
December  31, 1861,  at  1  p.  m.,  I  left  this  place  with  a  detachment  of  400 
men  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteers  for  Hnntersville, 
Pocahontas  County,  West  Virginia.  At  Camp  Elk  Water  I  was  joined 
by  a  detachment  of  300  men  from  the  Second  West  Virginia  Eegiment, 
uiider  Major  Owens,  and  at  Big  Spring  by  a  detachment  of  38  cavalry, 
of  the  Bnicken  Cavalry,  under  First  Lieutenant  Delzell.  I  appointed 
First  Lieut.  Charles  B.  Jones,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  acting  acijutant. 

On  the  morning  of  January  3,  finding  the  road  at  the  base  of  Elk 
Mountain,  and  for  a  distance  of  1  mile,  so  obstructed  by  felled  trees  as 
to  render  the  farther  progress  of  teams  impossible,  1  left  my  wagons 
and  detached  Captain  Johnson,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  with  50  of  the 
most  disabled  men,  to  guard  them.  Avoiding  the  obstructions  by  » 
detour  to  the  left,  I  pushed  forward  to  Greenbrier  Biver,  and  ascer- 
tained that  a  considerable  number  of  militia  were  gathered  at  the  bridge, 
1  mile  below,  on  their  way  to  Hnntersville.  I  directed  Lieutenant  Del- 
zell with  his  detachment  of  cavalry  to  ford  the  river,  and  by  a  rapid 
mov^ement  across  the  river  bottom  to  gain  possession  of  the  road  in  rear 
of  the  bridge.  This  he  did  in  most  gallant  style,  and  cut  off  from  Hun- 
tersville  the  entire  militia  force  at  the  bridge,  except  a  few  mounted 
scouts.    The  balance  fled  back  into  the  country,  evidently  in  great  con- 
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fosion  and  dismay.  Hasti1;r  detaching  Captain  Williams,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Ohio,  with  50  men,  to  hold  the  bridge,  I  pushed  forward,  and  when 
2  miles  from  town  the  enemy's  pickets  fired  ai)on  my  advanced  gnard — 
Companies  E  and  G,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio — bat  after  a  few  shots 
retired. 

The  colamn  moved  forward,  and  1  mile  fhim  town  I  discovered  the 
enemy's  cavalry  at  the  extreme  of  a  level  bottom  field,  dismounted  and 
posted  over  the  brow  of  a  hilly  spur  which  jutted  out  into  the  field  from 
their  right,  with  Nap's  Greek  on  their  left  I  immediately  deployed  a 
part  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  up  the  hill  to  our  left  to  turn  the  enemy's 
right,  and  with  the  balance  of  our  force  moved  up  in  front.  The  enemy 
at  once  opened  upon  us  and  their  fire  became  general,  which  was  vigor- 
ously responded  to  by  our  men.  They  soon  discovered  my  fiank  move- 
ment, however,  and  falling  back  to  their  horses  hastily  mounted  and 
retreated. 

I  again  moved  the  column  forward,  crossed  Nap's  Greek,  and  found 
the  enemy  x>osted  upon  a  second  bottom,  extending  from  our  right  nearly 
across  the  valley  and  half  a  mile  in  front  of  town.  I  promptly  deploye<l 
Companies  A  and  B,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  into  line  to  our  right, 
at  the  base  of  the  hill,  to  attack  the  enemy's  left,  and  directed  M^or 
Owens,  with  the  Second  West  Virginia  and  Bracken  Gavalry,  to  make  a 
considerable  detour,  turn  the  enemy's  right,  and  take  him  in  rear.  The 
balance  of  the  Twenty-fitlbh  Ohio  I  formed  to  attack  in  front.  This 
disposition  made  and  in  the  way  of  rapid  execution  under  the  enemy's 
fire,  and  Gompanies  A  and  B  having  opened  upon  his  left,  the  enemy 
again  retired,  mounted,  and  retreated  into  town.  After  a  few  minutes' 
rest  I  formed  my  command  into  two  columns,  the  Twenty -filth  Ohio  to 
move  upon  the  right  and  the  Second  West  Virginia  and  cavalry  upon 
the  left  of  the  town.  In  this  order  the  troops  rushed  forward,  cheering, 
into  town  as  the  enemy,  after  a  few  inefficient  shots,  fled  from  the  rear. 

We  found  the  place  deserted,  the  houses  broken  open,  and  goods 
scattered,  the  cause  of  which  was  soon  stated  by  a  returned  citizen. 
The  rebel  commander  had  ordered  the  citizens  to  remove  all  their  val- 
uable property,  as  he  intended,  if  beaten,  to  burn  the  town.  We  found 
large  quantities  of  rebel  stores,  consisting  in  part  of  350  barrels  of  flour. 
300  salted  beeves,  (about  150,000  pounds),  30,000  pounds  of  salt,  ana 
large  amounts  of  sugar,  coffee,  rice,  bacon,  clothing,  &c ,  all  of  which 
I  caused  to  be  destroyed  by  burning  the  building  in  which  they  were 
stored,  having  no  means  to  bring  them  off.  The  value  of  the  property 
thus  destroyed  I  estimated  at  $30,000.  Our  forces  captured  and  brought 
home  a  large  number  of  Sharp's  carbines,  sabers,  horse-pistols,  and  some 
army  clothing. 

The  enemy  had  in  the  action  400  regular  cavalry  armed  with  Sharp's 
carbines,  and  several  hundred  mounted  militia  assembled  from  Poca- 
hontas Gounty  the  night  before.  There  were  also  two  companies  of 
infiftntry  quartered  in  town,  but  fled  without  making  a  stand.  The 
enemy's  loss  is  believed  to  have  been  considerable.  It  was  reported  by 
a  citizen  who  returned  at  1  killed  and  7  wounded.  Private  Oliver  P. 
Hershee,  of  Gompany  E,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  was  seriously  wounded  in 
the  arm.  No  other  casualties  occurred  on  our  side.  I  nailed  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  to  the  top  of  the  court-house  and  left  them  flying. 

After  remaining  in  town  two  hours  I  marched  back  toEdray  through 
a  drenching  rain  and  sleet,  having  made  25  miles  that  day. 

Today  I  returned  to  Huttonsville  with  the  detachment  from  the 
Twe jty-fifth  Ohio,  having  made  a  winter  march  of  102  miles  in  a  little 
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less  than  six  days,  and  penetrated  into  the  enemy's  country  30  miles 
farther  than  any  body  of  oar  troops  had  before  gone.  The  men  are  in 
good  condition^  considering  the  march,  and  are  in  excellent  spirits. 

To  my  second  in  command,  Mi^or  Owens,  of  the  Second  West  Vir- 
ginia; Captains  Washbnm,  Williams,  Johnson,  Growell,  Green,  and 
Askew }  Lientenauts  Higgins,  Bowlns,  Haughton,  Blandy,  and  Ball,  and 
Acting- Adjutant  Jones,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  ito  Captains  Planky, 
Gibson,  and  McNally ;  Lieutenants  West,  Ecker,  Day,  Hunter,  Smyth, 
Huggins,  and  Weaver,  of  the  Second  West  Virginia,  and  to  Lieutenants 
Delzell  and  Bassett,  of  the  Bracken  Cavalry,  I  desire  to  tender  my  ac- 
knowledgments for  the  prompt,  efficient,  and  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  performed  their  respective  duties  on  the  march  and  in  the  action. 

To  the  men  composing  my  command  generally  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  awarded.  During  the  lo  ig  and  weary  march  their  spirits  never 
flagged.  They  at  all  times  cheerfully  submitted  to  necessary  discipline. 
For  one  hour  and  a  half  in  which  they  were  engaged  in  driving  the 
enemy  from  cover  to  cover,  a  distance  of  2  mUes,  not  a  man  flinched. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  the  deep  obligations  of 
myself  and  comrades  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Second  West  Virginia  for  the  very  hospitable  manner  in  which 
we  were  entertained  at  Camp  Elk  Water  last  nighty  and  thereby  saved 
a  night's  exposure  to  a  storm  of  rain,  hail,  and  snow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

GEO.  WEBSTER, 
Maj.  25th  Re^t  Ohio  Fob.,  Comdg.  HunteraviUe  Uj^iUon. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Milbot. 


No.  2. 

Be^MTt  of  Brig,  Oen.  William  W.  Loring^  C,  8,  Army. 

Headquabters  Abmt  of  the  Nobthwest, 

January  6, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  received  firom  General  John- 
son, commanding  the  army  on  the  Alleghany,  and  also  one  from  Colonel 
Harman,  at  Staunton,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  were  moving  against 
Alleghany.  I  think  re-enforcements  ought  to  be  sent  him,  but  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  do  so  from  this  portion  of  the  army,  now  before 
the  town  of  Hancock,  too  great  a  distance  from  his  position,  and  he  will 
have  to  be  re-enforced  from  elsewhere. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding^  dbc 

Adjutant-General  Coopbb. 

[Inclomire  No.  1.] 

Camp  Alleohaky,  January  2, 1862. 
Colonel  H  ABMAN : 

The  enemy  are  at  Oreenbrier  in  considerable  force.  I  think  it  likely 
I  shall  be  attacked  in  the  morning.  We  are  able  to  hold  our  position. 
I  received  intelligence  a  day  since  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Hun- 
tersville  that  he  expected  to  be  attacked  by  a  large  force.    Our  ]X)sitioQ 
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may  be  turned.  If  the  enemy  get  in  onr  rear  intelligence  from  as  may 
be  cut  off;  so  yon  most  look  to  your  own  expresses  for  intelligence  from 
ns.  The  enemy  may  attack  here  and  at  Hontersville.  Should  we  be 
besieged^  re-enforcements  may  be  hurried  out.  You  must  keep  yourself 
advised  in  this  matter.  I  have  sent  for  Scott  and  Goode  to  come  up. 
Be^pectfolly,  &a. 

B.  JOHNSOl^, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding, 

WmcHESTEB,  Ya.,  January  4, 1862. 

General  W.  W«  Lobing,  Commanding  Armff  of  the  Northwest: 

Geivebal:  I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  Gen.  Edward  Johnson,  which  I 
received  just  as  I  was  leaving  Staunton.  I  immediately  telegraphed 
General  Cooper,  advising  that  two  regiments  be  sent  up  to  re-enforce 
him,  if  it  was  possible  to  do  so,  as  the  enemy  might  get  to  his  rear  by 
the  Huntersville  road  and  cut  off  his  supplies.  I  write  by  this  express 
to  General  Jackson,  inclosing  a  copy  of  General  Johnson's  letter,  think- 
ing you  might  not  be  near  him. 

I  am.  very  resx>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HABMAN, 
jAeutenant-Colonelj  c&e. 


No.  3. 

Beport  of  Brig.  €hn,  Edvoard  Johnson^  C.  B.  Army. 

Headqtjabtebs  Montebby  Liive, 
Camp  AUeghanyy  Fa.,  January  4, 1862. 

SiB:  Intelligence  has  Just  been  received  that  the  enemy  have  entered 
Huntersville,  and  that  the  small  force  left  there  by  General  Loring, 
some  250  men,  had  fallen  back  towards  Monterey.  I  have  no  authentic 
information  as  to  the  number  of  the  enemy,  but  it  is  reported  at  from 
4,000  to  5,000. 

I  received  a  communication  a  day  or  two  since  from  the  commanding 
officer  at  Huntersville,  stating  that  hcapprehended  an  attack  frt>m  the 
direction  of  Elk  Water.  Since  the  withdraws^  of  troops  from  that  line 
it  has  been  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Goode,  with  his  regi- 
ment, heretofore  stationed  at  Forks  of  Waters,  I  ordered  to  Monterey; 
Colonel  Scott,  with  his  regiment,  the  Forty-fourth,  is  at  Crab  Bottom, 
some  6  miles  m>m  Monterey,  in  this  direction.  Both  of  these  regiments 
are  weak — ^together  not  exceeding  600  or  700  men.  Here  I  have  not  in 
all  1,200  effective  men.  If  it  is  intended  to  hold  this  line  it  is  important 
that  troops  should  be  sent  on  the  Huntersville  line  or  to  Monterey.  The 
troops  at  Monterey,  permanently  stationed  there,  are  some  two  or  three 
companies  of  cavalry.  I  have  sent  scouts  to  ascertain  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  at  Huntersville.  The  stores  there  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  I  got  my  intelligence  frx)m  the  commanding  officer  at  Monte- 
rey, whose  rei)ort  I  herewith  transmit. 

I  have  directed  the  commanding  officer  at  Monterey  to  report  directly 
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to  Bichmond  any  additional  intelligence  he  may  receive.  If  the  enemy 
advance  towards  Monterey  in  force,  re-enforcement8  are  imperatively 
required. 

I  am.  sir.  very  respectftilly,  yoor  obedient. 

B.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Monterey  Line, 

General  S.  Goopbb, 

Adjuta/nt  and  Int^ector  General^  Bichmondj  Va. 


No.  4. 
Beport  of  CoL  Oeorge  TT.  Hull^  C.  8.  Army. 

Post  Monterey,  Ya.,  January  4, 1862. 

General;  I  am  unofficially  informed  that  a  dispatch  was  sent  to  yoa 
last  night  from  the  commanding  officer  at  Hantersvill^  informing  you 
of  the  fall  of  that  place,  but  do  not  know  that  it  reached  you.  or  was 
sent,  as  I  was  not  informed  of  it  until  a  few  moments  ago,  wnen  the 
scouts  sent  out  on  that  road  returned  with  the  intelligence.  The  place, 
as  I  hear,  was  attacked  by  some  4,000  or  5,000  men  yesterday  at  1  a.  m. 
Our  troops  offered  but  little  or  no  resistance,  being  overpowered  in  num- 
t^rs.    They  fell  back,  and  are  on  their  road  to  this  post. 

I  have  scouts  out  on  the  road  to  Huntersville  some  distance,  and  will 
keep  you  fully  advised  of  any  movement  of  the  enemy  that  I  may  learn. 
Most,  if  not  all,  our  stores  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.    Fire  was 
set  to  the  buildings,  but  it  is  not  believed  to  have  consumed  them. 
Very  respectfully,  your  servant, 

GEO.  W.  HULL, 
Colonel  Commanding  Post. 

General  Edward  Johnson,  Camp  Alleghany^  Va. 


No.  5. 
Beport  of  Capt  H.  M.  Bell^  assistant  quartermaster^  C.  B.  Army. 

Stattnton,  Va., 
Sunday  Morning^  January  5,  lSo2— 5  a.  m« 

General  :  I  send  you  inclosed  copies  of  dispatches  just  received 
from  Monterey  by  special  express  from  Whitely.  It  appears  that  the 
enemy  in  considerable  force  have  advanced  upon  and  taken  possession 
of  Huntersville,  our  small  force  retiring  before  them  and  offeriug  but 
small  resistance.  I  have  no  further  information  upon  the  subject  but 
suppose  Monterey  will  be  their  point  of  destination,  as  I  suppose  they 
wiU  hardly  risk  an  advance  upon  the  Central  road  at  Millborough  with 
that  force,  although  the  movement  would  be  entirely  practicable. 

I  will  hold  the  force  of  wagon  trains  here  to  carry  up  any  re-enforce- 
ments that  you  may  send  until  I  hear  from  you.   I  want  com. 
In  haste,  yours,  respectfully, 

H.  M.  BELL, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^  Commanding  PosU 

Cteneral  S.  Cooper,  Ac{jutant' General 
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P.  S. — ^I  ascertained  from  expressmen  that  the  occnpation  took  place 
at  1  a.  m.  yesterday.  The  force  that  appeared  in  General  Johnson's 
tent  had  disappeared  at  daylight  Friday  morning,  and  had  not  been 
reported  np  to  dark  that  night,  and  is  doubtless  the  same  force  that  is 
at  Hontersville. 

(InelMiire  No.  1.] 

Post  Monterby,  Ya.,  January  4, 1862. 

CoLOiTEL :  Yesterday  aboat  1  o'clock  the  enemy  advanced  and  took 
possession  of  Huntersville.  Our  forces  offered  but  Uttle  resistance,  Uieir 
numbers,  as  I  understand  from  a  member  of  the  Tennessee  cavaliy,  be- 
ing only  about  some  200  men,  while  that  of  the  enemy  could  not  be  cor- 
rectly estimated,  but  supposed  to  be  about  4,600. 

Our  commana  at  Huntersville  is  now  on  its  road  to  this  place  and 
will  be  in  to-night.  I  cannot  give  you  an  account  of  tiie  fight,  but  sure 
it  is  that  the  town  and  all  our  stores  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
unless  it  be  that  a  bam,  in  which  some  of  the  commissary  stores  were 
placed,  was  burned,  as  lire  was  communicated  to  it;  but  it  might  have 
been  extinguished  by  the  enemy,  who  were  near  at  the  time  of  setting 
fire  to  it.  Ifothing  new  from  Alleghany. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

GEO.  W.  HULL, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Post 

GoL  John  B.  Baldwin,  Commanding  Poatj  Staunton^  Va, 

P.  S. — We  lost  no  men,  and  suppose  the  loss  on  the  side  of  the  enemy 
to  be  about  4. 

[InoloMire  No.  8.] 

QUARTBBMASTEB'S  OFFICE, 

Monterey^  Fa.,  January  4, 1862. 

Captain  :  I  write  to  say  that  the  Yankees,  some  4,000  or  5,000  strong, 
have  taken  xx>sse88ion  of  Huntersville,  and  our  forces,  some  250  in  num- 
ber, have  retreated  to  this  place.  What  will  happen  next  I  cannot  tell, 
but  would  not  be  surprised  if  their  next  move  would  be  upon  this  place. 
I  will  keep  you  Mly  advised  as  to  what  may  occur. 
Yery  truly, 

P.  B.  HOGB, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster. 
Gapt  H.  M.  Bell. 


JAHUAB7  12-23, 1882 — ^Expedition  to  Logan  Court-Houte  and  the  Ouy- 

andotte  Valley,  West  Virginia. 

Report  of  Col.  Edward  Siber^  Thirty-seventh  Ohio  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  ThietySbventh  Begiment  Ohio  Yolunteees, 

Camp  Cliftanj  January  23, 1862. 

SiH:  The  high  stand  of  the  waters  in  Coal  Biver  did  impede  me  from 
sending  you  particular  reports  concerning  the  expedition  to  Logan  and 
tiio  Ouyandotte  Yalley.  It  was  not  before  the  evening  of  January  11 
that  I  could  get  real  information  about  the  enemy  I  have  been  sent  to 
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pursue.  On  this  evening  some  Union  men  opposite  the  side  of  Boone- 
town  informed  me  that  from  Little  Coal  Biver  to  Oayandotte  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  formed  a  company,  which  they  called  ^' Black 
Striped  Company,"  and  which  may  number  about  60  or  70  men,  for  the 
most  part  of  the  poorest  clasSi  who  never  did  act  in  any  greater  force 
than  10  or  15  men,  but  which  such  band  did  overrun  the  country  be- 
tween Guyandotte,  Mud,  and  Coal  Bivers.  In  consequence  of  this  in- 
formation I  forded  the  Little  Coal  Biver  on  the  momine  of  the  12th  of 
January,  and  moved  the  same  day  four  companies,  under  command  of 
M^)or  Ankele.  to  Chapmanville  and  on  to  Guyandotte,  whilst  one  com* 

Eany,  under  Captfldn  Messner,  advanced  by  Turtle  Creek  towards  the 
ead  of  Mud  Biver.  One  company  remained  with  me  at  Ballard's,  on 
Spruce  Fork.  All  these  detachments  met  with  no  resistance,  because 
aU  male  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  country  had  fled  previous  to  their 
arrival  to  the  other  side  of  the  Guyandotte.  But  the  next  morning,  when 
Miyor  Ankele  moved  up  the  right  bank  of  the  Guyandotte  from  Chap- 
manville, his  column  was  fired  at  from  every  house  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  which  by  this  time  was  nowhere  fordable.  By  this  fire  was 
mortally  wounded  Captain  Gk>ecke,  of  Company  B,  which  exasperated 
the  men  of  the  regiment  so  much,  mat  a  number  of  them  threw  ^em* 
selves  in  the  river  and  reached  by  swimming  the  opposite  bank,  destroyed 
the  houses  from  where  they  had  been  fired  at,  took  away  some  rifles,  and 
made  some  prisoners. 

Having  received  the  report  of  these  unexpected  hostilities,  I  hastened 
with  the  comi>anie8  from  Turtle  Creek  to  join  those  in  the  Guyandotte 
Valley,  which  I  reached  in  the  morning  of  January  14.  Marching  with 
the  whole  detachment  under  my  orders  immediately  and  on  both  banks 
of  the  Guyandotte  to  Logan,  I  found  this  place  completely  evacuated  by 
the  whole  male  population,  which,  armed  with  rifles,  had  retreated  to  a 
steep  mountaiu  on  the  other  side  of  the  Guyandotte,  where  at  the  same 
time  appeared  a  number  of  horsemen,  and  where  hiEid  been  assembled 
a  number  of 'bushwhackers.  By  all  these  was  opened-a  sharp  skirmish- 
ing fire  upon  my  advanced  scouts  on  the  other  bank  of  the  Guyandotto 
and  upon  pickets  which  occupied  the  town.  Corporal  John  Behm,  of 
Company  C,  was  killed  on  this  occasion.  The  enemy,  however,  were 
driven  back  with  loss  of  men  on  the  road  to  Sandy.  I  remained  during 
the  night  in  the  court-house  at  Logan,  having  occupied  the  position 
around  it.  Seeing,  however,  that  uiis  position  was  completely  com- 
manded by  the  mentioned  mountain  on  the  other  side  of  the  GuyandottCL 
the  waters  of  which  began  by  the  heavy  rain  suddenly  to  rise,  I  orderea 
for  the  next  morning  at  4  o'clock  the  evacuation  of  the  plaoe,  which  un- 
der these  circumstances  could  not  be  held  without  more  sacr^ce  of  life; 
and  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  had  acted  with  so  much  animosity 
and  treachery,  as  besides  the  court-house  of  Logan  and  other  public 
buildings  of  this  place  had  been  long  ago  converted  into  barracks,  used 
as  a  principal  point  of  refuge  for  the  rebel  cavahy,  I  thought  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  deprive  the  enemy  of  such  position,  only  valuable  to  him  and 
useless  to  us,  and  ordered  to  set  fire  to  these  buildings  before  my  de- 
parture. I  retreated  through  Crooked  Creek,  Hewitt  Creek,  and  Spruce 
Fork  to  Boone,  and  succeeded  in  crossing  Little  Coal  Biver  before  it 
became  completely  unfordable,  but  was  stopped  for  some  days  at  Pey- 
tona  by  the  high  waters  of  Big  Coal  Biver. 

I  have  to  report  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  Union  settlement  in 
Hewitt  and  Spruce  Fork,  the  whole  population  between  Little  Coal  and 
Guyandotte  are  in  the  highest  degree  hostile  to  the  Union :  that  es- 
pecially at  Big  Creek,  Mill  Creek,  Upper  Hewitt,  and  on  both  sides  of 
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Oojandotte  those  men  lived  who  composed  the  so-called  Black  Striped 
Company.  As  these  men  had  fled  to  the  other  side  of  the  Gayandotte 
I  ooald  not  take  them  up  in  their  hooses,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  this 
can  only  be  done  by  a  small  detachment  of  light  cavalry  who  arrive  be- 
fore the  news  of  their  march  has  reached  the  country.  I  have  sent  a 
list  of  those  m^i  who  are  reported  most  dangerous  to  Brig.  Qea.  J.  D. 
Cox;  also  some  prisoners. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

£.  SIBEjB, 
OoUmel  Thirty*9evenih  Begimmt  Ohio  Volunteers. 

L.  Thomas, 

Adjuiant-Oeneral  U.  8.  Army^  Washingtany  D.  0. 


FEBBUAB7  8,  186S.— BeconnaiBsanoe  to  Ooooqnaa  Village^  Ta. 
Beport  of  Col.  Stephen  O,  OhampUnj  Third  Michigan  It^fantry, 

Hbadquabtebs  Picket  Ouabd,  February  4, 1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  reconnoitering  party  sent 
out  early  yesterday  morning  returned  about  3  p.  m.  The  par^  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Lowing,  and  consisted  of  Lieutenant  Brennan 
and  34  men  from  Company  I,  and  Lieutenant  Byan  and  44  men  fiom 
Company  H.  They  took  the  road  leading  by  MiUstead  and  went  as  fax 
9»  Barker's,  intending  to  push  up  as  far  as  Burke's  Station  and  then 
pass  over  to  Brimstone  Hill,  returning  by  way  of  old  Ox  road :  but  the 
storm  was  so  severe  that  the  captain  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  con- 
tinue farther,  so  turned  off  to  the  left,  and  passing  the  house  of  Will- 
iamson, went  down  to  the  river  side  opposite  Occoquan  Village.  The 
river  side  was  reached  through  a  ravine  through  which  the  road  passes. 
Arriving  on  the  shore  of  the  river,  the  road  turns  sharply  to  the  north, 
while  a  precipitous  rocky  bluff  of  near  100  feet  high  rises  immediately 
behind,  leaviug  only  room  for  the  roadway.  Upon  uearing  the  river 
Lieutenant  Brennan  and  10  men  were  thrown  forward  to  reconnoiter. 
He  saw  but  few  men  in  the  streets  of  the  village  on  his  arrival,  and  those 
seen  appeared  to  be  squads  of  unarmed  recruits  drilling.  The  scouting 
party  was  soon  discovered  by  the  enemy  and  the  alarm  given,  when 
armed  men  rushed  out  of  the  houses  and  opened  a  fire  upon  the  party. 
Captain  Lowing  then  came  up  and  ordered  the  lire  to  be  returned.  Three 
rounds  were  fired,  when  the  men,  being  too  much  exposed  and  having 
accomplished  the  object  of  their  mission,  were  ordered  to  retire,  and 
letamed  by  way  of  Pohick  Church. 

The  flailing  snow  prevented  objects  from  being  distinctly  seen.  Four 
of  the  enemy  were  seen  to  fall,  however,  and  were  carried  off  by  their 
comrades.  Great  confusion  seemed  to  prevail.  The  enem^'^  were  evi- 
dently taken  by  surprise.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  men 
nnder  cover  Captain  Lowing  did  not  deploy  his  men,  but  brought  them 
through  the  ravine  in  sections  of  eight  men  abreast,  delivered  his  fire 
in  this  order,  retiring  firom  the  right  and  left  to  the  rear,  thus  exposing 
the  head  of  the  column,  the  balance  being  hid  in  the  ravine  through 
which  they  approached  the  river.  The  men  delivered  their  fire  delib- 
erately and  filed  to  the  rear  without  confusion,  acting  with  coolness  and 
courage  throughout. 

A  camp  of  the  enemy  was  seen  below  Occoquan  and  on  the  south 


504  OPERATIONS   IN  MD.,   N.  VA.,   AND   W.   VA.        (Chat.  XIV. 

Bide  of  the  river.  Ko  fortiflcatioDs  were  seen.  The  range  of  vision  va8 
limited,  however,  by  the  falling  snow.  At  the  corner  near  Mrs.  Violet's 
house  a  cavalry  picket  post  was  discovered,  but  the  pickets  had  fled  up 
the  old  Ox  road.  They  found  a  good  common  tent  there,  in  which  the 
pickets  had  sheltered  themselves.  They  destroyed  the  tent,  as  they 
were  too  much  exhausted  to  bring  it  away  with  them.  With  thei  ex- 
ception of  this,  no  picket  post  was  seen. 

Captain  Lowing  was  informed  at  Barker's  that  the  enemy  kept  a  picket 
post  at  the  saw-mill  between  Barker's  and  Burke's  Station.  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  the  old  Ox  road  is  picketed  by  cavalry  fi-om  Fair- 
fax Station  to  Mrs.  Violet's,  though  1  have  no  certain  information  of  the 
fact 

On  the  return,  four  of  Captain  Lowing's  men  becoming  so  exhausted 
that  they  could  travel  no  farther,  he  directed  search  to  be  made  for 
horses  on  which  to  mount  them.  He  found  two  horses  in  a  bam  near 
a  deserted  house.  The  owner  of  the  horses  could  not  be  ascertained, 
so  he  took  these  horses  and  mounted  the  exhausted  men  on  them,  ana 
they  rode  them  in.  He  now  inquires  as  to  what  disposition  he  shall 
make  of  the  horses— whether  to  hand  them  over  to  the  brigade  quarter- 
master or  to  return  them  to  the  place  from  whence  taken. 

Just  before  Captain  Lowing  returned,  and  when  he  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Pohick  Church,  heavy  firing  of  musketry  was  distinctly 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Parker's,  on  the  Pohick  road.  The  firing 
lasted  several  minutes.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  between  two 
detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  who  met  at  the  cross-roads,  probably 
mistaking  each  other  for  Captain  Lowing's  party.  I  shall  request  the 
officer  who  relieves  me  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  cause  of  this  firing. 

I  strongly  second  the  views  of  Captain  Moses  in  relation  to  pushing 
the  right  of  our  line  of  pickets  out  to  the  Springfield  road.  The  advan- 
tages are,  it  gives  a  stronger  line  of  posts,  is  more  easily  and  more 
securely  picketed^  while  in  the  I'ear,  along  the  whole  line  nearly,  is  strong 
ground  for  the  pickets  to  fall  back  upon  if  forced  from  their  position. 
It  will  take  fewer  men,  thus  giving  stronger  reserves  at  the  threatened 
points. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  CHAMPLIN, 
Colanely  Commanding  Third  Michigan  Volunteers. 

Isaac  Moses,  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


PEB&UABY  7, 1868.— Expedition  to  Flint  HOI  and  Honter'i  MOL  Ta. 

RSPORTS. 

No.  1. — Capt.  L.  D.  H.  Cnrrie,  assistant  a^Jntant-general,  U.  S.  Army. 
No.  2. — Mi^.  Joseph  L.  Moss,  Fifth  PeoDsylvania  Cavalry. 
No.  3. — Capt  John  OTarreU,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  Capt  L.  D,  H,  Curriej  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  V.  &  A, 

Headquarters  Smith's  Division, 

Camp  OriffiUj  Va.^  Felmiary  8,  1862. 

General:  In  pnrsnance  of  yonr  orders  I  proceeded  yesterday  moxD- 
ing  with  the  cavalry,  consisting  of  five  squadrons,  under  command  of 
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Major  M088,  at  4  a.  m:,  to  Freedom  Hill,  and  in  conjunction  with  him 
made  the  following  dispositions:  One  sqoadron, under  Captain  Wilson, 
to  Flint  Hill,  with  myself;  one  squadron,  under  (Captain  Heuser,  along 
the  Sawyer's  road  towai*ds  Mrs.  Brooks'  house,  with  Lieutenant  Scrymser, 
aide-de-camp ;  one  squadron,  under  Major  Moss,  via  Johnson's  Hill,  to 
Hunter's  Mill,  with  Lieutenant  Carey,  aide-de-camp ;  one  squadron,  under 
Major  Boteler,  at  Vienna,  in  support;  the  remaining  squadron,  under 
Captain  Hagemeister,  to  remain  at  Freedom  Hill,  also  in  support. 

The  object  being  to  clear  the  road  fh>m  Flint  Hill  to  Hunter's  Mill 
and  capture  the  rebel  picket  at  Peck's  house,  it  was  essential  in  the 
first  place  to  drive  in  the  rebels  at  Flint  Hill,  on  approaching  which  a 
vedette  on  our  right  gave  the  alarm  and  ran  into  Flint  Hill,  whereupon  I 
immediately  ord^ed  Captain  Wilson  to  charge  with  his  company,  taking 
Capt  J.  O'Farrell,  with  his  company,  in  support.  The  rebels  ran  before 
Captain  Wilson's  company,  which  went  in  pursuit.  Captain  O'Farrell's 
company  following.  I  then  ordered  Captain  O'Farrell  to  bear  away  with 
his  company  to  the  right  of  a  wood  and  join  Captain  Wilson  in  pursuit. 
After  hunting  the  reikis  across  the  country  for  a  couple  of  miles  in  the 
direction  of  Germantown,  leaving  Fairfax  Court-House  on  our  left,  the 
company  was  halted.  I  then  ordered  the  company  (Captain  Wilson's) 
back  to  the  bam  at  Mrs.  Shaley's,  which  according  to  your  instructions 
was  fired  and  burned.  As  soon  as  the  company  was  collected,  after 
waiting  a  few  moments  to  see  if  Captain  O'Farrell's  company  returned, 
I  ordered  Uie  company  along  the  road  to  Hunter's  Mill,  and  feeling  that 
time  was  an  object  I  ordered  Captain  Wilson  to  trot,  and  we  proceeded 
quickly  along.  After  passing  Vibart's  Mill  about  a  mile  the  advance 
guard  came  across  the  rebel  vedette.  At  the  same  time  we  saw  a  horse 
picketed  at  the  house,  for  which  Captain  Wilson,  Capt.  Bobert  D'Or- 
leans,  and  myself  immediately  made.  The  advance  guard  fired  at  the 
vedette  we  saw,  who  ran.  We  tried  to  cut  him  off,  when  the  other  men 
of  the  rebel  picket  rushed  into  the  hotbe  and  began  firing  at  us.  The 
company  in  the  mean  time  surrounded  the  house.  Captain  Wilson  was 
shot  through  the  head.  I  ordered  the  men  immediately  to  dismount 
and  assault  the  house,  which  they  did,  and  brought  4  prisoners  out.  One 
rebel  was  killed  in  the  house.  Some  of  the  re^ls  were  still  firing  at  us 
from  the  woods,  and  being  anxious  to  get  the  captain  to  a  place  of  safety 
and  the  prisoners  with  their  arms  and  horses  secured,  I  ordered  the  com- 
pany on  to  Mrs.  Brooks'  house  and  then  on  to  Vienna,  when  I  met  Cap- 
tain Heuser's  squadron,  which  I  ordered  to  remain  where  it  was  until 
further  orders.  On  arriving  at  Vienna  I  found  by  some  misconception 
of  orders  that  M^jor  Boteler  had  left  with  his  squadron,  I  therefore  at 
once  sent  for  Captain  Hagemeister's  squadron  from  Freedom  Hill  to 
support  Captain  O'Farrell  in  the  direction  of  Flint  Hill,  by  which  means 
I  was  enabled  to  send  an  ambulance  to  Flint  Hill  to  bring  in  Sergeant 
Moore,  of  Company  I,  who  was  reported  as  dangerously  wounded.  Cap- 
tain Heuser's  squadron  I  then  ordered  back  in  support  at  Vienna.  I 
then  ascertained  from  a  message  from  Mtyor  Moss  that  he  had  advanced 
towards  Flint  Hill. 

In  about  two  hours  Captain  Hagemeister  returned,  reporting  the 
junction  of  the  squadrons  commanded  by  Miyors  Moss  and  Boteler  and 
C<iptain  O'Farrell's  company,  and  that  they  had  gone  in  the  direction 
of  Fairfax  Court-House;  upon  which  I  collected  the  command  at  Free* 
dom  Hill,  leaving  a  company  at  Vienna,  and  sending  out  scouts  to 
Johnson's  Hill  and  Hunter's  Mill  and  Peacock's  Hill. 

It  is  difficult  to  particularize  where  all  performed  their  duty  with 
coohiess  and  courage,  but  I  should  be  doing  an  injustice  to  a  gallant 
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Boldier  if  I  did  not  say  that  I  oonsider  oar  saeoeBS  dae  chiefly  to  the 
example  of  daring  set  by  Captain  Wilson,  and  I  shall  not  soon  forget 
the  manner  in  which  Corporals  Daley  and  Orieri  of  his  company,  led 
the  assanlt  on  Peck's  house. 

I  may  add  that  after  Captain  Wilson  was  shot^  Lieutenant  Morris, 
who  succeeded  to  the  company,  rendered  me  valuable  assistance. 

I  would  also  wish  to  thank  Capt.  Bobert  D'Orleans,  aide-de-camp  to 
the  M%jorGeneral  Oommandiag  the  Army,  for  his  coolness,  assistance, 
and  advice  on  this  somewhat  ti^^lT  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  D.  H.  CUBBIB, 
Auiatani  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Brig.  Oen.  W.  F.  Smith,  Commanding  Division. 


No.  2. 

Report  ofMc0.  Joseph  L.  Moss^  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Ubaoquabtebs, 
Camp  Griffin^  Va.^  February  8, 1802. 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  division  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Cameron  Dragoons  on  the  7th  instant : 

At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  Cameron  Dragoons  left 
their  camp  in  pursuance  of  Special  Orders,  Ko.  147,  of  that  date,  and 
proceed^  as  fieur  as  Freedom  ^ill,  when  our  regiment  was  divided  off 
in  the  following  manner : 

Captain  Wilson,  commanding  Company  F,  and  Capt  J.  OTarrell, 
commanding  Company  I,  forming  one  squadron,  under  the  command,  of 
Captain  Currie.  assistant  adjutant  general,  proceeded  on  theroad  through 
Vienna  towaros  Flint  Hill  for  the  purpose  of  driving  in  the  enemy's 
pickets.  When  arriving  there  the  squadron  was  divided.  Captain  Wil- 
son's company  being  ordered  to  charge  to  the  left  and  Captain  CFarrell 
to  the  right,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  pick- 
ets; but  before  they  succeeded  in  doing  this  they  were  discovered  .by 
the  pickets,  who  immediately  fled  in  the  direction  of  Germantown,  hotly 
pursued  by  Captain  Wilson's  company  to  within  1^  miles  of  the  town. 
Not  overtaking  them  they  returned  to  Flint  Hill^  and,  pursuant  to  orders, 
set  fire  to  an  old  bam  which  has  for  a  long  time  afforded  the  pickets 
protection,  and  then  taking  the  road  to  the  left,  leading  to  Huntei^s 
Mill,  they  soon  discovered  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  reserve  secreted  in 
Mrs.  Peck's  house.  The  order  was  then  immediately  given  by  Captain 
Cnrrie  to  charge  upon  the  house  and  surround  it,  but  when  within  50 
yards  of  it  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  from  within  with  Colt's  repeat- 
ing rifles  as  well  as  from  the  neighboring  hills  and  woods.  NotwiUi- 
standing  this  the  men  boldly  charged  to  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
house.  Captain  Wilson  at  their  head  (who  in  doing  this  received  a  seri- 
ous and  very  painful  wound  fh>m  a  rifle-ball,  which  entered  the  ear, 
glanced  around  the  skull  bone,  and  came  out  at  the  back  of  the  head), 
dismounted,  entered  the  house,  killing  1  man  and  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing 4  prisoners  (of  the  First  North  Carolina  Cavalry),  3  horses,  and  5 
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revolving  rifles.    A  number  of  the  company,  with  their  prisoners,  were 
then  ordered  to  fall  back  to  Freedom  HilL 

In  the  mean  time  Oapt  J.  O'Farrell,  having  disoovered  another  por- 
tion of  tJie  reserve  in  an  old  log  hoose,  immediately  charged  upon  and 
sonoanded  it,  the  enemy,  as  before,  opening  a  brisk  fire  npon  them 
fix)m  within,  which  lasted  for  several  minntes.  On  reaching  the  house 
Capt  J.  O'Farrell  with  a  few  men  immediately  dismounted  and  captured 
6  prisoners,  with  horse  equipments  and  arms.  The  prisoners  were  then 
sent  back  to  Freedom  Hill  under  charge  of  a  guard.  In  doing  this  Ser- 
geant Moore,  who  acted  through  the  whole  affair  in  the  most  determined 
and  courageous  manner,  received  a  &tal  wound,  which  terminated  his 
life  at  10.30  in  the  evening. 

Miyor  Boteler,  in  command  of  the  fifth  squadron,  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  Vienna,  with  instructions  that  in  case  he  heard  firing  to  imme- 
diately advance  in  the  direction  of  it.  Upon  hearing  the  firing  he  im- 
mediately started  in  the  direction  of  Flint  Hill,  but  when  reaching  this 
point  the  pickets  had  been  driven  in  and  the  prisoners  captured.  He 
then  with  his  command,  together  with  the  balance  of  Capt.  J.  O'FarrelPs 
company,  proceeded  on  the  road  to  the  right,  leading  to  Hunter's  Mill, 
for  the  purpose  of  joining  my  command,  which  consisted  of  Companies 
D  and  G  and  H  and  a  small  detachment  of  Company  A.  This  com- 
mand left  Freedom  Hill  simultaneously  with  that  of  Captain  Currie 
and  took  the  road  to  the  right,  leading  directly  to  Hunter's  Mill.  Here 
we  succeeded  in  driving  back  the  enemy's  pickets  some  2  or  3  miles,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  ruggedness  of  the  country  in  this  direction  and 
tbe  pickets  having  discovered  us  whilst  approaclung  we  did  not  succeed 
in  capturing  them.  We  then  halted  at  Mrs.  Brooks',  pursuant  to  pre- 
vious arrangements,  until  Major  Boteler  with  his  command  had  joined 
ns;  after  which  the  whole  command  returned  to  Flint  Hill,  and  from 
there  started  in  the  direction  of  Fairfax  Oourt-House.  When  within  a 
mile  of  this  place  the  pickets  to  the  number  of  15  or  20  again  made 
their  appearance  about  a  half  mile  in  our  advance.  Immediately  upon 
seeing  them  I  ordered  Captain  Brown  with  10  or  15  men  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  Lieutenant  Cromelien  with  the  same  number  of  men  in  another, 
to  capture  them  if  x>ossible.  They  pursued  them  to  within  a  mile  oi 
Germantown,  wounding  2  and  capturing  3  of  them,  together  with  a  val- 
uable four-horse  team,  which  was  used  for  hauling  forage  to  tJie  rebel 
troops. 

In  the  mean  time  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Hart  with  20  men  to  make^ 
eharg^e  through  Fairfax  Court-House,  having  first  reconnoitered  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  village  and  satisfied  myself  that  there  were  but 
few,  if  any,  troops  there.  I  then  advanced  with  the  whole  force  into 
the  village  I  remained  there  about  half  an  hour,  and  took  the  road  to 
the  left,  leading  through  Falls  Church,  thinking  I  might  still  get  in  the 
i^arof  their  pickets;  but  they  had  all  fled,  leaving  their  fires  burning, 
leading  me  to  supxx>se  they  had  left  in  hot  haste  for  parts  unknown. 
,  The  village  of  Fairfax  appears  to  have  been  (with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions) entirely  deserted,  and  has  a  very  dilapidated  look.  I  did  not 
think  it  expedient  to  have  the  houses  searched,  as  the  enemy  could  in 
^  very  short  time  get  a  strong  force  down  the  pike  from  the  neighbor- 
*iood  of  CentrevOle.  The  enemy  have  dug  3  or  4  extensive  rifle-pits  to 
the  right  of  the  road  leading  from  Flint  Hill  to  the  Court-House  and 
^mediately  in  firont  of  the  same. 

I  take  much  pleasure  in  expressing  my  general  satisfaction  at  the 
good  conduct  of  the  of&cers,  noncommissioned  officers,  and  men  during 
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tbe  day.    It  is  impossible  to  particularize  any  one,  as  they  all  oondaoted 
themselves  in  a  most  creditable  manner. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  yoor  c(bedient  servant, 

J.  L.  MQSS, 
Major ^  Commanding  Cameron  Dragoons, 

Gapt.  L.  D.  H.  CVRUTEj  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


1^0.  3. 
Report  of  CapL  John  O^FarreUj  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Oa/valry. 

Camp  Gbipfin,  February  7, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  according  to  orders  received 
from  yon  at  Freedom  HiU,  I  left  the  main  body  of  Uie  regiment  and 
proceeded  with  my  company,  together  with  Company  F,  through 
Vienna  in  the  direction  of  Fairfkx  Court  Hoose  ontil  we  were  dose  to 
Flint  Hill,  where  I  received  instructions  from  Miyor  Currie  (then  in 
command  of  the  squadron)  to  make  a  charge  to  the  right  and  get  in 
rear  of  the  rebel  pickets,  capturing  as  many  as  I  could,  while  Com- 
pany F  charged  to  the  left  for  the  same  purpose.  At  the  flrst  dash 
we  made  the  nearest  pickets  discovering  us  managed  to  escape.  I  then, 
pursuant  to  instructions,  took  through  the  fields  for  about  2  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Hunter's  Mill,  making  a  dash  on  the  rear  of  a  log  hut, 
where  I  discovered  that  a  portion  of  their  reserve  guard  was  sta- 
tioned. When  about  50  yards  from  it  and  coming  towards  their  rear 
they  opened  upon  us  a  brisk  fire,  which  lasted  for  sevt*ral  minutes  be- 
fore we  managed  to  dislodge  them^  although  we  promptly  surrounded 
the  hut  and  returned  their  fire  with  vigor.  The  firing  of  the  enemy 
was  rapid  but  mostly  at  random,  which  accounts  for  the  few  casualties 
on  our  side.  Sergeant  Moore,  of  my  company,  received  a  rifle-ball 
through  his  leg,  fracturing  the  bone.  He  has  since  died.  Of  the 
eaemy  one  was  killed  and  another  slightly  wounded.  They  being 
under  shelter,  where  our  balls  could  not  penetrate,  had  every  advan- 
tage. We  took  6  prisoners,  with  their  arms,  horses,  and  equipments, 
some  of  which  we  lost  in  returning  on  account  of  the  difficulty  we 
had  in- bringing  in  our  prisoners,  as  their  pickets,  who  were  now 
alarmed,  kept  firing  on  us  from  different  directions  as  we  returned, 
having  gone  some  distance  inside  their  lines.  This  fire  we  also  re- 
turned^ killing  and  wounding,  as  far  as  we  know,  two  of  their  horses, 
and  bnnging  with  us  all  our  prisoners  and  the  wounded  sergeant,  which 
made  our  progress  slow.  The  arms  taken  consisted  of  Colt's  revolv- 
ing rifles,  old-fashioned  horse-pistols,  and  sabers.  Having  reached  our 
reserves  in  safety  I  sent  back  the  prisoners  and  wounded  man  with  a 
proper  guard,  and  returned  with  the  remaining  portion  of  my  com- 

Sany,  and  in  connection  with  the  main  body  of  tlie  regiment,  under 
[syor  Moss,  passed  through  Fairfax  Court- House,  and  returned  wiUi 
them  to  the  camp  by  the  way  of  Falls  Church  without  further  casualty. 
My  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  behaved  remarkably  well.  I 
can  also  speak  highly  of  my  flrst  lieutenant,  J.  W.  Pierce,  and  second 
Ueuteuant,  Matthew  Berry,  for  their  prompt  support  when  I  attacked 
the  enemy's  pickets. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  CFAERBLL, 
Captainj  Commanding  Company. 

Mai.  J.  L.  MosS|  Commanding  Cameron  Dragoons. 


CiAF.  XIV.]  VIENNA  AND  FLINT  HILL,  VA.  609 

RBBUABY  8, 1862.— 4Mnniih  at  fhe  mcmth  of  the  Blue  Stone,  West  Yix- 

ginia. 

Effort  of  LietU.  Ool  WiUiam  JE.  PeterSj  FoHyfifth  Virginia  It^antry. 

Headquabtebs  Foett-fifth  Yiechnia  Beoiment, 

Gamp  at  Mouth  of  Blue  Stone, 
Mercer  Oauntyj  West  Virginiaj  February  10, 1862. 

Dsae  Sib:  As  instructed  by  Ck>lonel  Jenifer,  I  took  three  oompa- 
nies  of  my  regiment  to  the  Jumping  Branches  day  before  yesterday 
(Sth).  1  reached  that  point  at  6  p.  m.  At  10  p.  m.  of  the  same  dat« 
the  cavaby  pickets  were  driven  in,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  advano- 
iog  in  some  force.  I  sent  out  Lieutenant  Samuels,  of  the  Border 
Bangers,  to  ascertain  the  truthfulness  of  the  alarm.  He  confirmed  the 
report,  and  stated  that  they  were  advancing  in  8ux>erior  force  and  with 
several  pieces  of  artillery.  Under  the  circumstances  I  concluded  to  &11 
back  to  this  point,  5  miles  distant  from  the  Jumping  Branches,  a 
point  that  could  not  be  defended  against  a  superior  force  of  any  kind, 
and  entirely  indefensible  against  artillery  when  the  opposing  force  had 
none.  I  fell  back  to  this  point  and  selected  a  point  upon  which  to  fight 
them  should  they  advance.  They  did  advance,  attacked  us  with  450 
men  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  (two  portable  howitzers  and  one 
6-pounder  rifie  piece),  and  were  signally  repulsed.  I  selected  such  a 
position  that  they  could  not  use  their  artillery  against  us  with  efi'ect. 
I  had  not  more  than  225  men,  cavalry  included.  I  did  not  lose  a  man. 
How  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed  I  am  not  able  to  say.  My  men 
were  in  no  condition  to  pursue  them.  They  had  worked  the  day  and 
night  before.  I  hope  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
send  re  enforcements  to  this  portion  of  the  State.  The  x>eop]e — a  large 
number  of  them — are  true,  and  ready  to  fight  if  assisted.  There  is  not 
force  enough  here  to  meet  the  enemy  at  all  of  his  approaches. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  B.  PETERS, 
LievtenatU'Colonel^  Commanding  Forty-ftftfi  Virginia  Begiment. 

General  S.  Goopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inepeotar  General  C.  8,  Army. 


FEBBUABY  22, 1882.— Ezpedition  to  Vienna  and  Flint  Hill,  Ta. 

Beport  of  CoL  Max  Friedman^  Fifth  Pentisylvania  Cavalry. 

Heabquabtebs  Camebon  Dbaooons, 

Camp  Grtfflnj  Va.^  February  22, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  orders 
I  left  camp  at  3.30  o'clock  this  morning,  and  proceeded  with  the  whole 
of  my  regiment,  in  company  with  the  Forty* third  19  ew  York  Infantry 
(Colonel  Vinton),  as  for  as  Vienna.  We  left  said  regiment  at  that  place 
and  proceeded  to  Flint  Hill  on  double-quick  time.  I  detailed  the  first 
sqnadron,  commanded  by  Oaptain  Bosenthal,  as  the  advance  to  Flint 
Hill,  at  the  same  time  having  kept  a  close  chain  of  communication  with 
the  main  body  (about  300  yards  apart).  On  arriving  at  Flint  Hill  the 
advance  took  two  of  the  enemy's  pickets  (mounted),  one  of  whom  we 
wounds,  but  not  seriously.    I  then  detailed  the  same  squadron  as  the 
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advance  on  the  road  to  the  right^  leading  to  Fox's  Mill,  I  remaining  a 
few  moments  at  Flint  Hill.  Just  about  daylight  I  noticed  some  40  of 
the  enemy's  cavaliy  forming  on  a  field  about  half  a  mile  to  my  right.  I 
at  once  intended  to  charge  upon  them,  but  perceiving  to  my  left  some 
artillery  of  tibe  enemy,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  desist,  and  left  one 
squadron  at  Flint  Hill  to  cover  my  rear  and  keep  the  chain  of  communi- 
cation open  with  headquarters.  I  then  followed  with  the  balanccof  the 
regiment  the  advance,  and  on  reaching  Fox's  Mill  learned  from  a  negro 
that  about  half  a  mile  on  the  road  in  our  advance,  at  one  Jacob  Fox's, 
there  were  some  of  the  enemy's  mounted  pickets.  We  proceeded  on 
double-quick  time  and  reached  them,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  5  of 
them,  with  horses,  equipments,  and  arms;  sdso  two  citizens,  one  by  the 
name  of  Jacob  Fox  and  one  other  in  their  company.  From  there  we 
scoured  the  country  to  Hawkhurst's  Mill  and  to  Hunter's  Mill,  bat  no 
more  of  the  enemy  were  to  be  seen.  I  have  noticed  on  that  road  some 
picket  fires,  but  deserted,  and  part  of  their  breakfast  had  been  left. 
At  Hunter's  Mill  I  met  the  Sixth  Maine  Regiment  of  Infontry  (Colonel 
Bumham),  as  my  reserve.  We  then  took  the  Johnson's  Bill  road  back 
to  Freedom  HUl,  Colonel  Bumham's  infiamti^  regiment  following  ns  in 
our  rear.  Before  starting  from  Hunter's  Mill  I  detailed  an  orderly  to 
bring  in  the  squadron  left  at  Flint  HilL 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  yon  that  the  oifioers  and  men 
under  my  command  behaved  in  a  very  soldierly  and  courageous  man- 
ner. I  am  also  much  indebted  to  the  assistant  acUutant-general  (Capt 
L.  D.  H.  Currie)  for  his  valuable  services,  rendered,  who  was  most  of 
the  time  in  the  advance.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  particularise  any 
one,  but  if  I  should  do  so  I  should  award  it  to  Captiun  Bosenthal  for 
his  conduct  The  reconnaissance  was  carried  out  in  every  particular 
acc(»rding  to  instructions  receive,  without  any  mishap  on  our  side. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  FBIEDMAK, 
CoUmely  CamnuMuUng  Cameron  Dragoons. 

General  W.  F.  Smith,  Oommandi'ng  Division, 

[Indonement.] 

Forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Commanding  General,  with  a 
decided  di£ferenoe  of  opinion  with  reference  to  artillery  being  seen  near 
Fairfax  Court-House.  Captain  Bead,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  Gen- 
eral Brooks,  took  a  prisoner ;  Lieutenant  Crane,  acting  ordnance  officer, 
took  one  in  a  personal  conflict;  and  Lieutenant  Carey,  my  aide,  took 
two  by  himself.  Captain  Currie,  as  usual,  was  everywhere  to  direct  and 
make  successful  the  expedition. 

WM.  F.  SMITH, 
Brigadier-  GenerdL 


FEB&XIAB7  24, 186S.— Aflbir  at  Lewis*  Ohapel,  near  Pohick  Chuxoh,  Yii^ 

ginia. 


Seport 


Headquabtebs  Division, 
Camp  Lyonj  February  24, 1862—2  p.  m. 


Geitebal  :  This  morning  an  attack  was  made  on  our  pickets  about 
a  mile  beyond  Pohick  Church,  at  Lewis'  Chapel,  with  what  force  not 
stated,  but  the  enemy's  drums  were  heard  all  along  the  line.    There 
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are  two  regiments,  aboat  1,200  men,  on  ontpoflt  dnty.  Two  regiments 
from  General  Bichardson's  brigade  have  advanced  to  their  support, 
and  a  battery  of  artillery  is  now  on  its  way  to  his  headquarters,  to  be 
within  reach  should  it  be  required.  General  Bichardsou  has  gone  out 
to  take  command  if  necessary.  I  don't  believe  that  the  attack  amounts 
to  much. 
The  telegraph  lines  around  ns  are  all  down. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  P.  HEINTZELMAN, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Washinffton. 


FBBBUABT  2fr-]fAY  6, 186S.— <>perations  in  Londoui  Coonty,  Tirginia. 

Bep(prt  of  CoL  John  W.  Qeary^  Twrnitif-eighth  Pemuylvania  Iftfantry^  in- 
etuding  operations  of  his  command  to  May  6, 1862. 

Headquabtebs  Detaohed  Bbioade, 

May  14, 1862. 

Genbual  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  my  command,  both  personal  and  temporarily  enlarged, 
from  the  moment  of  the  reception  of  orders  ih>m  you  to  cross  into  Vir- 
ginia up  to  May  6,  the  date  of  my  reception  of  orders  from  the  War 
Department  to  report  to  Miyor-General  McDowell : 

In  obedience  to  orders  fh>m  you  to  cross  the  Potomac  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  on  the  evening  of  February  23  I  got  my  command  in  readiness 
for  tbat  purpose,  leaving  detachments  of  companies  on  picket  at  No- 
land's  Ferry,  Point  of  Bocks,  Knoxville,  Berlin,  and  intermediately 
posted.  The  cars  conveyed  the  seven  companies  and  two  guns  posted 
at  Point  of  Bocks  to  Sandy  Hook,  which  we  reached  before  daylight, 
where  we  were  joined  by  the  other  two  guns  and  the  seven  companies 
which  had  been  stationed  up  the  river.  Arriving  at  Harper's  Feny  we 
rigged  a  rope  ferry  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  losing  6  men  by  the 
upsetting  of  the  skiffs  early  sent  across.  The  weather,  at  first  slightly 
perverse,  became  so  exceedingly  violent,  and  the  river  rose  so  rapidly, 
that  it  became  dangerous  to  attempt  to  throw  troops  across.  The  storm 
raged  all  night  of  the  24th.  Bebel  cavalry  scouts  had  been  seen  in 
the  evening  upon  the  hills  beyond  Bolivar,  and  as  it  was  impossible 
to  re-enforce  the  pioneers,  consisting  of  2  commissioned  officers  and  6 
privates,  we  guarded  their  position  by  artillery  and  infantry  on  tiie 
Maryland  side. 

In  the  morning  a  calm  ensued,  and  eight  companies  and  a  section  of 
artfllery  were  at  once  thrown  over,  and  pickets  were  posted  for  a  circuit 
of  several  miles,  extending  beyond  Bolivar.  The  rope  breaking  and 
river  running  rapidly  compelled  me  to  transport  two  more  companies 
in  boats. 

Establishing  communication  over  the  Shenandoah,  we  crossed  five 
companies,  and  ascended  Loudoun  Heights  on  the  25th,  and  found  rebel 
cavalry  near,  who  at  once  fled.  The  oath  of  allegiance  was  adminis- 
tered to  four  persons  found  there.  Two  guns  were  placed  in  position 
there  during  the  day,  and  the  five  companies  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
De  KoriK>nay  were  detached  as  garrisons  in  the  three  fortifications 


612  OPEBATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.   VA,,   AND   W.   VA.        [Ciiap.  Xiv. 

from  which  we  had  driven  a  body  of  the  eQemy.  He  was  assailed  on 
the  27th  by  a  squadron  of  the  First  Michigan  Cavaky,  who  scouted  at 
desirable  points  in  the  neighborhood. 

Under  verbal  orders  from  Major  (General  McGlellan  and  yourself  I 
crossed  nine  companies  of  my  regiment  with  the  four  guns  of  the  bat- 
tery and  a  battalion  of  the  First  Michigan  Cavalry  over  the  Shenan- 
doah, and  late  in  the  afternoon  marched  through  Pleasant  Valley,  and 
about  dark  proceeded  along  the  banks  of  the  river  to  reconnoiter,  as 
the  trains  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  were  threatened ;  bat 
our  progress  being  impeded  by  an  unfordable  creek,  which  had  risen 
several  feet,  we  bivouacked  for  the  night 

On  the  following  morning  we  marched  to  LovettsviUe,  and  along  the 
route  were  greeted  with  enthusiastic  demonstrations  of  joy  and  mani- 
festations of  Union  feeling.  Before  reaching  LovettsviUe,  which  we  did 
at  noon,  the  enemy,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  led  towards  Waterford  and 
subsequently  to  Leesburg. 

We  captured  6  prisoners,  including  the  mail-carrier,  with  his  mail 
The  others  were  of  the  Bedford  and  Loudoun  cavalry. 

The  minority  of  the  inhabitants  and  many  fh>m  the  surrounding 
country  hailed  our  i)resence  with  gladness,  and  willingly  took  the  oath 
of  allegiance  and  claimed  the  protection  of  our  Government  I  learned 
that  the  party  who  had  shelled  the  train  on  the  day  previous  consisted 
of  about  300  Mississippians  with  2  guns. 

Finding  that  the  enemy  intended  making  demonstrations  against  us, 
I  sent  a  detachment  of  infantry  and  one  gun  to  take  position  on  Short 
Mountain  to  protect  our  flank,  and  also  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  De 
Korponay  from  his  position  on  Loudoun  Heights  with  the  remaining 
companies  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
under  privilege  of  relief  granted  by  yourself.  My  scouts  daily  drove  in 
the  enemy's  pickets  and  encountered  parties  of  the  rebels,  invariably 
putting  them  to  flight  Collisions  with  the  outposts  of  the  enemy  were 
frequent,  in  some  of  which  several  of  our  adversanes  were  killed.  We 
were  keeping  in  check  a  force  of  4,000  rebels,  who  threatened  us  from 
Leesburg,  and  it  became  necessary  that  we  should  hold  the  place  deter- 
minedly, as  they  had  expressed  a  determination  to  attempt  a  repetition 
of  their  attacks  upon  the  cars  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  and 
by  a  bold  dash  cross  the  river  in  boats  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  road 
and  several  viaducts,  to  cripple  thereby  the  main  line  of  our  operations. 
Our  presence  here  materially  intercepted  the  supply  communications  of 
the  enemy. 

On  March  3  a  strong  rebel  force  advanced  upon  us  with  the  intention 
of  attacking  and  outflanking  us.  To  their  surprise  they  found  us  iu  line 
of  battle.  They  changed  their  original  intentions  and  retired  to  Hills- 
borough. 

On  the  4th  our  scouts  reported  about  1,000  of  the  enemy  with  artillery 
and  200  or  300  cavalry  at  Coatesford,  6  miles  from  us,  and  General 
Smith's  brigade,  3,000  strong,  at  Gum  Spring.  Active  reconnaissances 
were  prosecuted,  and  the  enemy  had  not  the  temerity  to  g^ive  us  battle. 

Two  deserters  from  the  Eighteenth  Mississippi  came  into  our  lines 
on  March  5.  A  general  expression  of  loyalty  had  transpired  in  the 
county,  and  the  majority  of  the  people  were  desirous  of  being  protected 
trom  the  dominion  of  rebel  soldiery. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  learned  that  there  were  about  LOGO 
infantry,  some  artillery,  and  between  200  and  300  cavalry  at  Waterford, 
who  had  determined  to  make  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  railroad  during 
the  day,  then  bum  Wheatland  and  Waterford.    Afterwards  they,  to- 
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gether  with  Gleneral  HilPs  commaDd,  would  &11  back,  thinking  re-en- 
foroements  would  arrive,  which,  in  conjunction  with  my  command, 
would  move  on  Leesburg.  In  ftiU  expectation  of  our  advance  General 
Hill  sent  his  Btores  and  baggage  to  Middleburg,  and  commenced  burn- 
ing hay  and  grain  stacks  to  prevent  them  fiedling  into  our  hands. 

About  noon  I  put  my  main  body,  with  cavalry  %pd  artillery,  in 
motion,  leaving  instructions  for  the  balance  to  follow  during  the  night. 
We  entered  Wheatland  in  time  to  prevent  the  incendiary  designs  of 
White's  cavalry,  who  would  have  burnt  it.  This  created  a  panic  among 
the  troops  at  Waterford,  who  fled  to  Leesburg  without  applying  the 
torch. 

We  entered  Waterford  about  11  o'clock  at  night,  where  the  command 
rested  3  hours.  By  a  forced  march  we  reached  Leesburg  shortly  after 
sunrise,  and  took  possession  of  Fort  Johnston,  where  we  planted  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  and  then  entered  the  city.  The  rear  of  Gheneral 
Hill's  retreating  forces  could  be  seen  in  the  distance.  They  retired  to 
Middleburg.  General  Hill  and  staff  retreated  at  full  gallop.  My  other 
detachments  joined  me  during  the  day.  We  at  once  took  possession 
of  the  comt-house,  bank,  ana  all  other  public  buildings,  and  Forts 
Beauregard  and  Evans.  We  found  considerable  secession  feeling,  and 
established  a  rigid  provost-marshalshipy  and  enforced  strict  order  and 
decorum.  We  garrisoned  Fort  Johnston  and  made  every  preparation 
to  resist  attack.  We  took  a  number  of  ivrisoners  of  not^  whom  we 
dispatched  to  the  division  provost-marohaL  The  di^  of  our  occupa- 
tion was  announced  for  a  general  impressment  of  citizens  into  the  army. 
Many  persons  came  forward  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  pa- 
roles of  honor  were  administered  to  many  rank  secessionists.  Hon. 
John  JauDcy,  Major  Scott,  and  other  distinguished  Virginians  gave 
their  parole. 

On  the  9th  we  ascertained  that  the  rebel  troops  were  falling  back  to 
the  Bappahannock  near  Gordonsville,  and  that  their  artillery  was  mov- 
ing southward.  We  scouted  upon  the  trail  of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
as  far  as  Carter's  Mill,  and  found  their  path  blackened  with  devasta- 
tions hurriedly  committed,  and  that  they  had  burned  the  bridee  over 
Goose  Creek,  impeding  our  £Euther  progress,  as  it  was  unfordable. 

On  the  12th,  in  ob^ience  to  orders,  we  marched  to  Snickersville,  a 
distance  of  16  miles,  leaving  a  garrison  at  Fort  Johnston  consisting  of 
three  companies  of  intlAutry  and  one  gun.  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Korponay.  Prior 
to  our  leaving  Leesburg  the  inhabitants  of  that  dty  unanimously  ex- 
pressed their  intention  of  preserving  order  and  abnegating  any  local 
government  opposed  to  that  of  the  United  States,  soliciting  protection 
against  guerrilla  parties  of  the  enemy  who  might  return.  We  effect- 
ually reconnoitered  Snicker's  Gap  and  vicinity  of  Blue  Mountains  to 
l^Yont  Boyal,  resulting  in  my  decision  to  push  on  to  Upi>erville,  10 
miles  distant,  after  a  stay  of  forty  eight  hours. 

The  order  preserved  and  respect  for  i»roperty  maintained  (unexpected, 
through  misrepresentations  made  with  regard  to  the  Federal  Army)  left 
a  favorable  impression  on  the  people,  and  friends  to  the  Union  came 
forward  in  every  town  and  village  and  proclaimed  their  allegiance  to 
the  Government, 

We  reached  Upperville  March  15,  at  4  p.  m.  We  scouted  that  sec- 
tion, and  took  prisoners  an  officer  and  a  number  of  privates  of  the  Sixth 
Virginia  Cavfdiy  and  a  private  of  Ashby's  cavalry.  The  rear  guard 
of  the  enemy  was  only  4  or  5  miles  south  of  us,  and  upon  the  first 
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evening  125  cavalry  retreated  from,  oar  scouts.  We  had  effectually 
driven  the  enemy  oat  of  Londoan  Ooonty. 

Deeming  Leesbnrg  and  its  vicinity  now  perfectly  safe  without  a  gar- 
rison (from  the  pledges  given  by  the  inhabitants),  I  ordered  LieQtenan^ 
Colonel  De  Korponay  to  Join  me  with  his  detachment,  that  I  might  con- 
centrate my  forces  against  any  attempt  made  apon  the  leftof  the  colamn 
on  this  line,  and  prevent  destruction  intended  to  impede  the  progress 
of  our  troops.  It  was  necessary  to  keep  these  mountains  clear,  as  they 
afforded  great  natural  advantages  of  defense.  We  reconnoitered  some 
distance  along  the  railroad  and  found  the  country  very  rugged  and 
mountainous.  Three  or  four  bridges  had  been  burned,  one  of  them  over 
Gh)ose  Greek  at  Piedmont.  We  extended  it  also  into  the  mountain 
region  towards  the  river  through  Paris.  About  125  cavalry  fled  as  we 
approached  Piedmont  on  the  19th.  We  took  prisoners  of  the  Eighth 
Virginia  Infantry  and  the  Sixth  Virginia  Oavalry. 

As  a  portion  of  our  supply  train  was  abaent  at  Harper's  Ferry,  a  short 
delay  was  occasioned  in  obeying  Special  Orders,  No.  2,  dated  March  23, 
ordering  the  command  to  proceed  to  Aldie.  We  were  without  sufficient 
transportation  for  subsistence  and  quartermastei^s  stores.  In  conformity 
with  said  orders  the  detachment  at  Leesbnrg,  under  De  Korponay, 
Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Aldie  and  rejoin  this  command  there,  leaving  Leesbnrg  without  a  gar- 
rison. 

On  the  2l8t  large  bodies  of  rebels  were  reported  in  and  around  War- 
renton  and  Salem. 

On  the  24th,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  General  Williams,  we  marched 
to  Aldie  and  encamped,  and  on  the  following  morning,  under  orders  from 
General  Abercrombie  to  march  to  Winchester  to  support  the  division, 
we  returned  to  Suickersviile,  where  we  were  joined  by  our  Leesburg  de- 
tachment and  encamped. 

Beceiving  contra  orders  on  the  following  morning  from  yourself, 
through  General  Abercrombie,  to  push  forward  to  White  Plains  and 
commence  repairs  on  the  railroad  towards  Strasburg,  we  took  up  the 
line  of  march  at  noon,  encamped  at  Philomont  at  sunset,  and  on  the 
following  morning  marched  to  Middleburg,  where  we  repulsed  a  body  of 
about  300  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  with  a  reserve  of  infantry,  who  had 
approached  from  the  direction  of  Upperville.  We  opened  a  well-directed 
fire  upon  them,  when  they  retreated  in  disorder  to  the  mountains.  Owing 
to  the  violent  secession  feeling  manifested  in  this  town,  we  remained 
here  a  day  and  a  half  and  enlisted  some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  place 
in  our  wishes  to  preserve  order.  Among  others  who  gave  their  parole 
were  Generals  Rogers  and  Wright,  aL^d  Colonel  Chancellor,  the  latter 
of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Virginia  Militia. 

A  revulsion  of  feeling  took  place,  and  we  left  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  and  reached  White  Plains  at  2  o'clock  of  the  same  afternoon.  We 
found  no  troops  here.  We  encamped  in  the  strongest  position  on  the 
road.  We  proceeded  to  examine  the  line  of  railroad  to  Salem  and  also 
to  Thoroughfare,  and  found  it  In  good  running  order  to  Salem,  and  the 
only  break  in  the  direction  of  Thoroughfare  was  a  burned  bridge  about 
1^  miles  from  the  town.  The  bridge  was  40  feet  long,  in  two  spans, 
resting  on  a  stone  pier  in  the  center,  which  remained  undisturbed.  Im- 
mediately after  our  occupation  of  the  place  the  rebels  evacuated  War- 
renton. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  of  April  1 1  recei^*ed  an  order  from  General 
McClellau,  through  General  Abercrombie,  dated  March  29,  to  proceed 
at  once  to  Warrenton  Junction  and  report  for  temporary  duty  to  Gen- 
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eial  Samner.  At  the  same  moment  I  waa  in  reoeiptof  instnictions  flrom 
yourself,  dated  March  30,  to  proceed  with  the  repairing  of  the  railroad. 
AccomiMknying  the  orders  from  Greneral  McGlellan  was  a  communication 
from  General  Ahercrombie  from  his  headquarters,  5  miles  from  War- 
renton  Junction,  expressing  his  espectations  to  see  me  at  the  junction, 
in  consonance  with  General  McOlelUtn's  orders,  as  soon  as  I  could  get 
through.  The  same  day  Adjutant  Phelps,  First  Michigan  Cavalry,  was 
shot  and  killed  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  his  revolver.  A  party  of 
10  cavahy  and  1  citizen,  who  went  to  Salem  to  obtain  a  coffin  for'de- 
ceased,  was  surrounded  by  a  superior  number  of  enemy's  cavalry.  Seven 
were  captured  $  the  dtizen  (John  Downey),  a  guide  from  Lovettsville, 
was  mortally  wounded,  1  man  only  escaping.  Three  of  the  enemy  were 
afterwards  taken  prisoners  by  areoonnoitering  i>arty  in  a  skirmish  with 
the  same  body. 

At  night  the  command  marched  to  Thoroughikre  Gktp,  5  miles  distant, 
over  very  rough  roads,  for  the  purpose  of  effectually  avoiding  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  who  were  endeav4>riug  to  surround  and  capture  the 
command.  This  force  was  supposed  to  have  been  re-enforcements  sent 
to  Jackson,  and  who  had  not  been  able  to  cross  the  river  at  Front  Boyal, 
and  turned  their  attention  towcurds  my  command. 

We  took  up  a  strong  position  in  the  gap  and  prepared  for  attack,  but 
daring  the  day  were  informed  that  the  enemy,  baffled,  had  retired  across 
the  Rappahannock,  and  on  April  3  we  marched  to  Greenwich,  a  distance 
of  13  miles,  and  encamped,  resuming  our  march  on  the  following  morning 
towards  Warrenton  Junction,  and  arriving  at  Catlett's  Station,  where 
we  encamped,  about  noon. 

Late  on  the  5th  I  received  a  telegram  from  you  to  join  the  column  by 
the  shortest  and  safest  road,  and  at  sunrise  on  the  Grh  left  Oatlett's  Sta- 
tion in  obedience  thereto,  and  at  noon  reached  Warrenton,  eomx)elling  a 
force  of  about  800  rebel  cavalry  to  retreat  across  the  Bappahanuock,  a 
similar  force  having  retured  early  the  same  morning.  We  took  formsd 
possession  of  the  town  and  encamped  near  it.  We  captured  here  the 
flag  of  the  Forty-ninth  Virginia  Regiment,  formerly  commanded  by  Ex- 
Governor  William  Smith.  We  were  joined  by  Companies  H  and  I,'Fir8t 
Michigan  Cavalry,  ordered  to  report  to  me. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  took  np  the  line  of  march,  but  1>eing 
overtaken  by  a  violent  snow-storm,  we  pitched  tents  about  6  miles  from 
Warrenton.  The  storm  continued  with  unabated  violence  for  four  days, 
compelling  us  to  remain  where  we  were  encamped. 

On  the  10th  your  body  guard,  Zouaves  d'Afriqne,  joined  our  com- 
mand. 

On  the  11th  I  received  orders  from  you  to  move  to  White  Plains  and 
report  to  Colonel  McCallnm  to  assist  in  repairing  the  road.  We  immedi- 
ately marched  to  that  place  and  encamped  on  the  same  day.  We  here 
learned  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  concentrated  near  Waterloo, 
threatening  to  attack  us.  We  put  the  road  in  good  mnning  onler  to 
Hectortown,  and  had  men  actively  engageil  on  a  bridge  of  120  feet  8pnn 
over  Goose  Creek.  I  dispatched  a  train  to  Alexandria  for  the  requisite 
timbers,  which  were  furnished  promptly,  together  with  mat<*rials  a«<l 
force  of  workmen  sent  by  Colond  McCallam.  In  order  to  pnsh  the  work 
actively  forward  the  building  of  the  bridge  over  Cedar  linn  was  tem- 
porarily delayed. 

Qn  the  14tli  we  marched  to  Bectortown,  Ya.,  where  we  encamped  in 
an  elevated  position,  and  a  reconnoitering  party  wae  attacked  by  and 
had  a  skirmish  with  rebel  cavalry  near  Piedmont,  in  which  2  of  onr  ad- 
vance guard  were  killed.    We  immediately  repaired  the  telegraph  line 


616  OPERATIONS  IK  MD.,   N.  VA,,   AKD  W.  VA.       [Chaf.  XIV. 

to  Front  Royal.  Munfonrs  regiment  of  cavalry  was  fMSoating  daily  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  road  at  various  points,  threatening  to  obstruct  and 
destroy  it. 

At  noon  on  the  16th  the  train  crossed  over  the  bridge  at  Goose  Creek 
and  the  workmen  at  once  engaged  themselves  on  two  bridges  at  Pied- 
mont, each  of  60  feet  span,  which  were  completed  on  the  evening  of  the 
18th,  the  timbers  for  some  of  the  work  being  cat  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
bridges.  The  four  Imdges  between  Piedmont  and  Markham  now  oocn- 
pied  our  attention,  and  the  work  was  rapidly  posheil  forward.  At  Liin- 
den  the  road  required  the  attention  of  the  engineers.  The  mountains 
were  infested  with  forces  of  cavalr^*^,  in  bodies  of  between  200  and  300, 
having  designs  against  the  bridg^  already  constracted,  making^  it 
necessary  to  strictly  guard  the  entire  road.  The  rebels  made  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  force  our  pickets  to  accomplish  their  desi^is. 

A  continuous  storm  fkt)m  April  18  to  22  materially  retarded  progreas 
on  the  road.  The  creeks  all  l)ccame  swollen ;  the  bridge  over  Bull  Kuu 
was  carried  away,  and  the  whole  force  of  workmen  was  recalled  to  re- 
build it.  The  bridge  over  Goose  Creek  at  Rectortown  was  partly  washefl 
away,  and  three  others  above  it  were  somewhat  injured.  The  persistence 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  in  their  attempts  to  olistnict  the  road  beearae  a 
daily  annoyance.  Scouting  ]iarties  of  my  command  were  in  frequent 
pursuit  of  them  in  ever>'  direction. 

Two  of  White's  cavalry  were  taken  prisoners  while  creeping  up  to 
my  pickets  in  the  darkness  with  the  intention  of  murdering  them — a 
nightly  occurrence.  Other  prisoners — noted  enemies  to  our  Gi>vem- 
ment  and  abettors  of  the  enemy — were  taken  in  various  sections  of  the 
surrounding  country. 

1  had  detachments  i>osted  from  Salem  to  Linden  guarding  the  mad. 
The  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  Colonel  Coulter,  was  guarding 
from  Manassas  to  White  Plains,  leaving  «)0  miles  of  the  most  imi>ortaiit 
section  in  my  hands.  The  work  progressed  undex  persevering  effort 
and  almost  unremitting  labor,  and  no  exertion  was  spmed  to  expedite 
the  completion  of  the  road. 

On  the  27th  1  pushed  forward  detachments  to  Front  Boyal,  estab- 
lisbin  g  stations  at  all  the  imjiortant  intermediate  points.  The  railroad 
to  Front  Royal  was  in  complete  running  order  on  the  afternoon  of  tlie 
20th,  and  five  trains  laden  with  subsistence,  fomge,  &c..  passed  over  to 
that  point,  and  my  command  was  then  guarding  32  miles  of  the  roed, 
di$pose<l  as  follows :  Four  companies  of  cavalry,  taking  charge  of  road 
fi*om  White  Plains  to  Rectortown,  patrolling  it,  viz,  one  company  of 
cavalry  at  Salem  and  three  at  Rectoitown ;  my  headquarters,  1^  miles 
west  of  Rectortown,  near  large  bridge  over  Goose  Creek,  where  1  bad 
seven  companies  of  infiintry  and  one  company  of  artillery ;  two  com- 
l)anies  of  infantry  and  one  company  of  cavalry  were  located  at  Pied- 
mont; two  companies  of  infantry  at  Markham,  and  four  companies  of 
infantry  and  one  company  of  cavalry  |)osted  fh>m  Linden  to  the  Shen- 
andoah, the  latter  comi^anies  guarding  the  workmen  engaged  ufKin  the 
bridge  over  that  river  and  the  stores  of  forage  and  subsistence  which 
had  lieen  deposited  at  that  place.  Owing  to  our  line  of  advance  and 
various  positions  held  l>eiug  detached  from  all  direct  facilities  of  trans- 
lK)rtationlrom  any  central  depot  of  stores,  we  were  compelled  to  procure 
our  forage  and  subsistence  through  our  quartermaster  from  citizens 
throughout  the  country,  and  many  local  places  were  so  imi)Overished 
that  numerous  difficulties  were  attendant  uiion  getting  oi^r  necessities. 

1  take  pleasure  in  being  able  to  represent  to  you  the  indomitiiible, 
persevering,  and  uncomplaining  spirit  of  the  men  of  my  command  nnder 
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trying  drcumstances  and  in  the  endurance  of  l^ardships  necesaarily 
attendant  apon  some  of  our  movements;  also  their  anflinching determi- 
nation and  jseal  in  moments  when  danger  was  imminent. 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  Secrotary  of  War,  on  Hay  2 1  estab- 
lished a  line  of  mounted  couriers  between  Front  Boyal  and  Strasburg, 
with  r^ys  at  intervals,  until  repaini  to  the  telegraph  were  made.  I  was 
informed  by  a  telegram  from  M%jor-6eneral  McDowell,  beaiing  date 
May  5y  that  I  should  from  that  date  report  to  him ;  and  upon  May  8  I 
received  the  following  dispatch : 

War  Dbpabtiiekt,  — —  — ,  1868. 

CoL  JOHSI  W.  GrBABY: 

Repoirt  daily  to  thU  Department;  alao  to  General  McDowell,  from  whom  yon  must 
take  your  instmotions. 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Auigtant  Seereiarjf  of  Wwr, 

In  closing  this  report,  which  I  respectfully  submit  to  you,  permit  me 
to  express  my  high  appreciation  of  the  many  great  favors  you  have 
bestowed  upon  my  command,  as  well  as  myself  while  in  your  division, 
our  connection  with  which  we  have  always  haa  occasion  to  be  proud  of. 
We  have  been  recipients  of  many  high  honors  at  your  hands,  and  in 
your  selection  of  us  to  fill  posts  in  which  we  could  serve  the  cause  of 
our  country  most  effectually  and  susceptible  of  credit  to  ourselves. 
Your  orders^  which  have  always  been  replete  with  urbanity,  we  have 
taken  pride  in  executing  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  our  severance 
from  your  command,  with  which  we  have  been  assimilated  since  our 
earliest  appearance  in  the  field  (a  period  of  ten  months)  is  not  without 
its  many  regrets  to  one  and  all. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

JNO.  W.  GEABY. 

M%jor-General  Banks, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  ShenamdodL 


MARCH  5, 18e2.~Skiimifh  at  Banker  Hill,  Ya. 
Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Alpheus  8.  Williams^  U.  8*  Army. 

HEADQUABTEBS  THIBD  BttlGADE,  BUNKEB  HiLL,  YA., 

March  6, 18G2— -10  a.  m. 

Majob:  I  reported  yesterday  afternoon  my  arrival  here.  We  found 
a  small  picket  of  cavalry  and  a  few  infantry,  several  of  whom  were 
taken — ^furloughed  men — ^who  probably  preferred  being  captured.  I 
send  them  forward  this  morning  to  Provost-Marshal  Andrews. 

The  information  I  get  frt>m  Winchester  is  that  Jackson  is  being  con- 
siderably re-enforced,  some  say  very  strongly ;  that  the  slopes  of  the 
hills  west  of  Winchester  are  strongly  intrenched  with  rifie-pits  and 
several  earthworks  with  heavy  guns.  The  works  near  the  railroad 
southeast  of  Winchester  you  are  probably  well  advised  of.  Jackson, 
Loring,  and  Eirby  Smith  are  said  to  be  At  or  near  Winchester,  hut  it 
does  not  seem  possible  to  get  any  reliable  information  of  number  of 
troops;  A  good  many  of  the  Virginia  militia  are  home  on  furlough. 
One  man  recently  in  Winchester  reports  Jackson  as  saying  that  he  left 
Winchester  once  to  whip  us  at  Manassas,  and  now  he  is  going  to  do  the 
same  for  us  here  unless  these  intrenchments  are  very  strong.  I  trust  he 
will  prove  a  false  prophet.  General  Shields  I  knew  was  at  Martinsburg 
after  I  left  yestenlay.    I  could  get  nothing  reliable  about  the  position 
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of  his  oommand.  I  doubt  if  it  bas  left  Paw  Paw.  I  Bbonld  like  some 
written  action  of  futore  movements,  especially  with  reference  to  my 
supply  trains. 

It  takes  over  an  hour  to  pass  four  wagons  over  the  river,  including 
getting  in  and  off  boats.  I  may  appear  over-anzious  on  this  point,  but 
its  importance  I  regard  as  paramount.  I  And  the  Twelfth  Massaohu- 
setts  and  Twelfth  Indiana  and  First  Maryland  without  tents.  They  are 
pretty  comfortably  placed  in  bams  and  public  buildings  here.' 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  8.  WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier'  OeneraL 

M%jor  OoPELAND,  Assistant  A^tant-Oenerdlj  Oharlestawn. 


XASCH  6,  IBM.— Skimiih  near  Pobiok  Ohurdh,  Ya. 


No.  1.— Col.  Alexander  Hays,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  2.— lient.  CoL  A.  8.  M.  Morgan,  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

No.  1. 
Bepwrt  ofOoh  Alexander  Hays^  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 


Johnston,  neab  Fobt  Lton,  Ya., 

Ifaroft  8, 1882. 

General:  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  yon  I  bave  the  honor  to 
transmit  the  following  statement  of  circumstances  connected  with  tbe 
skirmish  which  occurred  on  the  4th  J5th]  instant  near  Pohick  Church 
between  a  part^  of  the  Sixty-thinI  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  a 
scouting  party  of  the  rebels: 

Having  reason  to  believe  that  the  scouts  of  the  enemy  were  in  the 
habit  of  approaching  our  line  of  pickets,  I  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morgan  to  take  a  sufficient  force  and  advance  a  short  distance  beyond 
omr  lines.  He  left  my  quarters  at  3  o'clock  a.  m.  with  a  force  of  50 
men  and  three  commissioned  officers.  Two  hours  afterwards  I  was 
aroused  by  volleys  of  musketry  and  cheers.  I  at  once  hurried  forward 
a  company  which  I  had  in  reserve  at  Pohick  Church.  When  I  arrived 
at  our  picket  line  I  found  Colonel  Morgan's  party  retiring,  with  the 
loss  of  I  captain,  1  first  lieutenant,  and  I  private,  killed,  and  1  private 
wounded.  I  herewith  transmit  a  statement,  made  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Morgan,  which  will  explain  the  afifoir  in  detail. 

Lamentable  as  the  result  has  been — ^most  to  roe,  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  regiment — I  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the 
rank  and  file  of  my  regiment  stood  nobly  to  their  work.  The  surpri:$e 
was  sudden,  and  after  the  first  volley  the  enemy  retreated,  covered  by 
darkness  and  a  knowledge  of  the  country,  which  enabled  them  to  get 
beyond  the  bayonets  of  our  men.  The  death  of  the  two  officers  reported 
is  more  attributable  to  their  own  want  of  caution,  in  direct  violation  of 
my  orders,  than  to  any  iault  of  their  commanding  officer. 

Bespectftdly  submitted. 

ALEXANDEB  HAYS, 
OoUmel  Sixty-third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Heintzelman, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade^  Army  of  the  Pottmao* 
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No.  2. 

Bi^^  of  Lieut  CoL  A.  I^M*  Marganj  Sixty-third  Pmiisylvania  Infantry, 

Gamp  JohhstoNi  Marok  7, 1862. 

SiB:  I  left  the  line  of  oar  pickets  about  3.30  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  March  6,  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  aboat  50  men,  including 
three  commissioned  officers,  going  cat  the  Telegraph  road,  to.  carry  out 
the  plan  arranged  after  consultation  vith  jonraelf  and  the  guide  Will- 
iamson, that  1  should  take  possession  of  the  road,  leading  tfom  Violet's 
to  Colchester,  by  which  the  parties  of  rebels  were  believed  to  come  who 
had  been  seen  on  the  hills  opposite  the  left  of  our  line.  On  reaching 
the  point  where  the  road  aUuded  to  leaves  the  Telegraph  road,  and 
finding  that  there  was  no  opportunity  to  keep  the  men  concealed  b^ond 
the  fork  of  the  nwd,  I  took  them  into  the  Colchester  road,  and  placed 
t^em  in  ambush  along  that  road  in  the  bushes  which  are  between  them. 
Captains  Chapman  and  McHenry  wer6iying  near  me  in  a  narrow 
cleared  piece  of  ground,  which  runs  ftom  one  road  to  the  other,  and 
just  at  the  head  of  my  command,  the  head  being  towards  the  forks  of 
the  road. 

A  little  before  day  I  heard  the  tiootsteps  of  one  man  approaching^  us. 
I  thought  at  first  that  it  was  the  guide  Williamson,  who  had  disap- 
peared, moving  down  the  open  space  towards  the  lower  road  immedi- 
iately  after  we  took  the  i)osition,  and  when  he  had  been  inquired  after 
no  one  of  the  officers  knew  where  he  was,  but  in  a  few  seconds  heard  a 
body  of  men  coming,  and  soon  saw  that  they  were  i>assing  down  tJie 
Telegraph  road,  which  is  considerably  lower  in  level  than  the  Col- 
chester road.  It  was  too  late  to  change  my  position,  which  had  been 
taken  in  order  to  see  the  upper  road,  and  I  could  just  see  the  outline  of 
men.  not  sufficiently  to  see  whether  or  not  they  were  armed.  I  could 
not  pave  said  that  they  were  not  men  of  our  own  regiment,  though  I 
believed  them  to  be  rebels.  The  uncertainty  as  to  their  character,  and 
the  fear  that  I  could  not  swing  my  left  around  in  time  so  that  I  could 
have  any  advantage  in  the  attack,  caused  me  to  think  that  I  had  better 
avoid  the  risk  of  an  attack  when  1  found  they  were  passing  by  without 
observing  us. 

As  soon  as  it  commenced  to  get  somewhat  light  we  started  to  return 
by  the  road  we  went,  as  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  risk  an  attack 
with  another  body  which  might  pass  along  when  a  body  of  the  enemy 
was  now  known  to  be  between  us  and  our  lines.  The  guide  William- 
son, who  appeared  just  after  they  were  past,  reported  them  rebels,  and 
that  he  estimated  them  to  be  30  in  number.  In  returning  I  sent  a  ser- 
geant and  4  men  in  advance  to  see  that  the  road  was  entirely  clear  of 
any  enemy.  Captain  Chapman,  Quartermaster  Lysle.  Williamson,  and 
myself  walking  a  little  in  front  of  the  main  body.  The  advance  guard 
pit>ceeded  very  cautiously,  several  times  motioning  us  to  stop  and  then 
to  come  on.  Captain  Chapman  and  Lieutenant  Lysle  gradually  moved 
forward  until  they  got  hfdf  way  between  the  two  parties.  When  the 
guard  reached  a  run  a  mile  fh>m  the  lines  they  stopped,  motioning  to  us- 
to  stop.  The  two  officers  above  named  went  on  and  joined  them.  They 
all  soon  moved  in  together.  We  crossed  the  run,  and  soon  after  again 
stopped  on  seeing  them  appear  to  suspect  something  wrong,  in  a  t1ense< 
thicket^  which  runs  dose  up  to  the  road  and  commencing  about  125- 
yards  from  the  run. 

The  advance  guard  stopi>ed  just  before  they  got  opposite  the  thicket.. 
The  two  officers  who  were  with  it  moved  slowly  in.    Captain  Chapmaa 
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stopped  once  and  turned  back,  then  turned  and  went  forwanl,  he  going 
close  to  the  bashes  and  evidently  looking  into  them,  bat  no  signal  of 
any  kind  was  made  to  me  by  any  one  of  them.  The  officers  were  fiiirly 
in  fh>nt  of  the  thicket  when  a  volley  was  fired  fW>m  it  by  the  concealed 
enemy,  when  both  officers  fell  and  one  of  the  advance  party  was  shot 
through  the  elbow.  The  main  body  at  once,  and  without  any  order, 
fired  into  the  thicket,  and  then  left  the  road  and  took  shelter  behind  a. 
house  opposite  to  which  they  were  standing.  As  soon  as  they  had  re- 
treated I  ordered  Captain  McHenry  to  deploy  across  the  road  so  as  to 
enter  the  thicket  in  the  flank  and  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  which  was 
at  once  done,  the  men  charging  forward  with  a  shout  as  they  reached 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  the  enemy  running  and  escaping  back  through 
the  w(^s.  One  private  of  my  command  was  shot  and  killed  as  he 
entered  the  woods.  After  the  enemy  was  fiiirly  driven  some  distance  I 
had  the  bodies  of  Captain  Chapman,  Quartermaster  Lysle,  and  Private 
Moore,  Company  G,  carried  into  the  lines.  Besides  these  who  were 
killed  the  only  other  casualty  was  that  Private  Ferguson  was  shot 
through  the  elbow. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

A.  8.  M.  MORGAN, 
Ideutemwt'OoUmel  Sixty-tkird  Pennsylvania  VoVuntwn. 

Col.  Alexander  Hats, 

Commanding  Sixty-third  Regiment  Penngylvania  Volunteers. 

[Indoneaiait.] 

Headquabtebs  Division, 

Fort  Lyon^  March  14, 1862. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Morgan  is  unsatisfiftctory.  I  saw  the 
guide  Williamson,  who  says  there  was  sufficient  light  to  distinguish,  and 
that  there  was  no  doubt  of  the  men  passing  belonging  to  the  enemy.  It 
would  have  been  Very  easy  to  have  halted  them  and  thus  determined 
the  fact.  It  shows  a  gross  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  commander 
then  and  afterwards  when  he  was  returning  to  his  lines.  I  am  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  the  case  demands  a  court  of  inquiry. 

Bespectfully  forwarded. 

8.  P.  HEINTZBLMAN, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Commanding, 


MABOH  7«  186S.— Skhrmiih  near  Winehsster,  Ya. 


No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Alphens  8.  Willianu,  U.  S.  Army. 

:So.  2.— Oapt.  WUliam  D.  Wllkins,  AMistant  AcUutaDt-Qeneral,  U.  S.  Armj. 

2io.  3. — Lieut.  Col.  Turner  Adiby,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  1. 

JiQiort  of  Brig.  Oen.  Alphens  S.  Williams^  U.  8.  Army. 

Headqcabtebs  Thibd  Brigade, 

Bunker  ffillj  Fa.,  March  8, 1862. 

Majob  :  Frequent  reports  having  come  to  me  that  the  rebel  cavalry 
in  small  squads  were  scouting  the  numerous  cross  rmds  west  of  this, 
seizing  the  property  and  persons  of  Union  people,  and  that  they  had  a 
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oonsidenible  cavalry  camp  aome  milee  above,  on  the  Winchester  pike,  I 
determined  to  send  oat  a  reconnoitering  party  on  that  road  with  a  force 
of  infimtry  to  retom  on  two  parallel  roads  west  and  beat  up  the  hiding 
places  of  these  marauding  patrols.  I  sent  for^'ard  Captain  Cole's  cav- 
alry company^accompanied  by  Captain  Wilkins  and  Captain  Beman.  of 
my  staff,  tihe  latter  to  make  a  sketch  of  the  conntry  southwest  of  tnis 
with  a  reference  to  the  cross-roads.  I  ordered  one  section  of  the  artil- 
lery, under  Captain  Matthews,  and  the  Fifth  Connecticut  and  Forty- 
sixtn  Pennsylvania  (encamped  on  that  road)  to  follow,  the  two  infantry 
regiments  to  turn  to  the  left  and  return  to  camp  by  the  middle  road  and 
the  tidge  road,  both  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  pike  within  a  distance 
of  3  miles  west.  The  cavalry  and  artillery  were  to  return  on  the  pike 
when  the  infantry  turned  off. 

The  cavalry  came  in  sight  of  the  advanced  vedettes  of  the  rebels  soon 
after  leaving  the  outer  posts  of  our  own  pickets  (say  3  miles  above), 
which,  however,  retired  some  miles  up,  where  they  joined  the  main  body, 
deployed  on  both  sides  of  the  pike  in  the  woods.  Here  they  made  a 
stand,  and  being  in  much  superior  force  to  our  cavalry,  were  able  to 
hold  their  advantageous  position  until  they  observed  that  detachments 
of  our  in&ntry  were  getting  towards  their  rear,  when  they  fled  up  the 
pike  without  again  halting.  Captain  Matthews  tried  his  new  guns  on 
them  as  they  fled  with  very  satisfactory  results,  as  he  reports  to  me.  He 
could  have  punished  them  earlier,  but  it  was  reported  that  our  infantry 
would  be  able  to  reach  their  rear  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  whole 
command. 

I  regret  to  report  that  we  had  3  privates  of  the  cavalry  wounded. 
The  horse  of  Captain  Cole  was  killed  under  him,  and  that  of  Captain 
Wilkins,  assistant  a^utant-general,  so  badly  wounded  as  to  be  perma- 
nently disabled. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  very  gallantly  while  under  fire  of  men 
sheltered  for  the  most  part  by  the  trees. 

My  staff  officers  speak  with  high  praise  of  the  cool  and  daring  conduct 
of  Captain  Cole  and  Lieutenant  Vernon,  of  the  cavalry. 

My  two  staff  officers  (Captain  Wilkins  and  Captain  Benian)  exposed 
themselves,  I  fear,  almost  to  rashness. 

I  inclose  a  report  of  Captain  Wilkins  of  this  reconnaissance. 

If  the  results  were  not  important,  the  effect  has  been  to  stir  up  the 
blood  of  the  men  and  put  them  in  good  spirits  for  any  work  ahead. 

I  hear  the  cavalry  have  shown  themselves  again  this  morning  3  or  4 
miles  west  of  this,  seizing  horses  and  committing  depredations  on  all 
citizens  supposed  to  be  loyal.  I  have  but  one  company  of  cavalry,  and 
cannot  pursue  and  punish  these  marauders  as  I  could  wish.  I  propose, 
however,  to  send  out  a  pretty  large  guanl  of  infantry  to  occupy  those 
cross-roads,  and,  if  possible,  get  possession  of  some  of  these  rebel  rob- 
bers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  8   WILLIAMS, 

Brigadier-  QeneraL 

M%jor  CoPBLAND,  Asnitiant  Adjutant- OeneraU 

P.  S. — I  get  nothing  but  the  same  contradictory  reports  fh>m  W 

[Winchester];  by  some  that  the  rebels  are  going  off,  by  others  that  they 
are  thought  re-enforced.  Citizens  from  the  vicinity  of  the  skirmish 
yesterday  report  that  the  rebels  had  6  killed  and  7  wounded.  I  think 
the  report  very  probable,  as  we  had  several  amateur  officers  with  their 
rifles  present  who  had  very  deliberate  aim  upon  the  rebel  troops.  Major 
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Cook,  of  Twenty-eightb  Kew  York,  and  LieateDant  Bkeds,  regimental 
qoartennaster  Twenty-eighth  New  York,  were  especially  active  with 
their  Ane  rifles.  I  inclose  report  of  Gaptain  Oole.*  I  have  nothing 
from  General  Shields'  command. 


No.  2. 

Bq^art  of  Oapt  WUKam  D.  WilkinSj  Aaristant  Adjutant-OeneraU 

Hdqbs.  Thibd  BbigadEi  Oenebal  Banks'  Division, 

Bunker  Hilly  Fa.,  March  8, 1862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  a  reconnaissance 
made  by  your  orders  yesterday  afternoon  on  the  Winchester  tornpike, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  and  strength  of  a  camp  of 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  reported  upon  apparently  reliable  authority  to  be 
situated  4  miles  from  this  place,  and  also  to  ascertain  whether  any 
defensi^'^  works  existed  on  the  road  for  any  distance  outside  the  town. 
The  force  consisted  of  Cole's  company  of  mounted  cavalry,  a  section  of 
Matthews'  battery,  and  the  Fort^-sizth  Pennsylvania  and  Fifth  Connec- 
ticut Regiments  of  Infantry.  We  met  the  enemy's  pickets  of  cavalry 
about  3  miles  from  this  place  and  drove  them  before  us  with  our  cav- 
alry about  5  miles  farther,  when,  ascertaining  at  a  fiarm  house  that  they 
had  been  strongly  re-enforced  and  that  Colonel  Ashby  was  in  command, 
I  deemed  it  prudent  to  wait  for  the  artillery,  and  gave  the  order  to 
halt.  At  this  moment  a  heavy  fire  was  poured  in  upon  us  from  a  large 
force  (apparently  two  companies)  of  cavalry,  dismounted,  and  firing 
behind  stone  fences  and  from  a  brick  house  on  our  lefL  Hoping  to 
keep  them  in  play  until  on  the  arrival  of  the  artilleiy  they  might  be 
shelled  to  advantage,  we  continued  to  exchange  shots  with  them  for 
about  twenty  minutes,  the  cavalry  advancing  by  sections,  firing,  and 
retiring  to  reload,  witn  great  coolness.  Here  we  lost  2  men  slightly 
and  1  dangerously  wounded  and  2  horses  shot.  We  observed  two  of  the 
enemy  to  drop  fh>m  their  saddles,  and  several  of  their  horses  were  seen 
running  loose.  The  artillery,  arriving,  oi)ened  with  shell  upon  the 
enemy,  and  about  this  time  our  infantry  skirmishers  appeart^  on  his 
flanks.  We  then  charged  with  the  cavalry,  and,  driving  the  en^y 
from  behind  his  fences,  pursued  him  about  half  a  mile  farther,  when, 
deeming  the  obj(>ct  of  the  reconnaissance  to  be  accomplished  (having 
advanced  to  within  3  miles  of  Winchester),  I  directed  the  cavalry  to 
retire,  and  the  troops  arrived  at  camp  in  good  order.  We  found  no 
defenHes  on  the  road  of  any  kind  for  the  distance  we  advanced,  bat 
found  the  turnpike  to  be  very  much  broken  up. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  ^lant  conduct  of  Captain 
Cole,  who  was  very  conspicuous  in  leading  and  cheering  on  his  men 
and  who  had  his  horse  killed  under  him ;  and  to  Captain  Beman,  com- 
missary of  subsistence  of  your  staff,  who  rendered  valuable  service  in 
bringing  up  our  artillery  and  infantry  supports  and  in  leading  cor 
cavalry  skirmishers  across  the  field  to  the  left  under  a  heavy  fire. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  D.  WILKINS, 
Captain  and  Assiitant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Brig.  Gen.  Alpheus  S.  Williahs, 

Commanding  Third  Brigade  ana  other  troops  at  Bunker  BUL 

*  Not  found. 
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ISo.  3. 

B^^art  o/LieuU  Col.  Turner  Ashhifj  0.  8.  Army. 

Gavalbt  Gamp, 
On  MarHntburg  Tumpikej  Va.j  March  8, 1802. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  resalt  of  a  skirmish  between  Capts. 
S.  B.  Myers'  and  Koontz's  companies  with  the  advancing  column  of  the 
enemy  coming  out  from  Bnuker  Hill  on  yesterday,  brought  on  by  his 
advance,  while  Captains  Myers  and  Koontz  and  myself  were  visiting  the 
outposts  of  pickets. 

IJpon  learning  that  he  was  advancing  in  force,  I  ordered  these  two 
companies  np  from  their  rendezvous  (1  mile  in  our  rear),  ordering  tiie 
pickets^  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Neff,  to  keep  him  in  check  as  long 
as  possible,  which  he  did  most  gallantly  until  these  companies  arrived, 
only  amounting  to  45,  as  many  of  them  were  still  on  duty  as  pickets. 
Having  ordered  them  to  form  behind  a  skirt  of  timber,  which  reached 
across  the  turnpike,  under  charge  of  Captain  Myers.  Captain  Koontz 
and  myself  moved  forward  to  make  an  observation,  wnen  I  became  sat- 
isfied,  from  movements  made  by  the  enemy's  officers,  that  he  had  a  co- 
operating force  upon  each  flank  and  was  quite  strong,  which  afterwards 
proved  true,  as  I  saw  two  regiments  in  column  on  our  left,  one-half  mile 
from  the  turnpike,  and  had  reports  frx)m  scouts  of  another  column  on 
the  right.  Being,  however,  confident  of  being  able  to  elude  them  at  the 
proper  time,  I  determined  to  check  the  column  advancing  upon  the 
turnpike  as  long  as  prudent  to  remain,  which  I  did  for  more  than  one 
hour,  as  upon  every  advance  he  made  my  men  give  him  such  a  galling 
fire  as  to  drive  him  back  out  of  sight  under  the  hill,  at  one  time  driving 
him  for  one-fourth  of  a  mile.  I  did  not  allow  my  men  to  pursue,  as  I 
had  a  position  of  my  choice,  and  feared,  in  the  excitement,  they  might 
charge  to  the  supporting  column  of  infantry.  After  the  column  of  in- 
fsAiXx^  upon  my  left  made  its  appearance,  double-quicking,  and  had 
passed  beyond  me  about  300  vards,  I  ordered  my  men  to  fall  back 
slowly,  which  they  did  in  a  walk,  turning  every  time  the  enemy  made 
a  demonstration  to  charge  and  driving  them  back. 

In  the  stand  made  behind  the  timber  the  enemy  had  3  men  wounded 
that  I  know  of  and  2  horses  left  on  the  groand;  1  wounded  (that  of  an 
officer).    I  had  1  man  dangerously  wounded. 

I  skirmished  beforo  the  advancing  column  for  3  miles,  he  throwing 
shot  and  shell  from  two  pieces  which  he  had  on  the  turnpike.  Upon 
meeting  three  comi^anies  of  cavalry,  which  I  had  ordered  to  ro-enforoe 
me,  I  again  formed  across  the  road,  when  the  enemy  halted,  and  after 
a  little  time  rotnmed  towards  Bunker  Hill,  near  to  which  place  I  fol- 
lowed them,  they  having  their  encampment  three-fourths  of  a  mile  this 
side,  their  pickets  1  mile,  into  which  I  fired. 

I  am  pleased  to  express  my  highest  commendation  and  appreciation 
of  the  conduct  of  Capts.  S.  B.  Myers  and  Koontz,  as  well  as  Lieutenants 
Nefl^  Clarke,  and  Myers,  and  also  of  the  privates  of  their  companies, 
who  gave  evidence  of  much  hoi>e  of  success  to  our  cause  when  the  strug- 
gle for  the  valley  comes. 
BespectMIy, 

TURNBB  ASHBY, 
LievtenanirColoneLt  Commanding  Cavalry. 

OBOBas  G.  JuNXiN,  AcHng  Assistant  AdjutantOeneral. 
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KABOH  7-8, 1862.  Withdrawal  of  the  ConfMlerata  Unreat  flrom  Eransporti 


No.  1. — Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker,  U.  8.  Army,  with  coneeponUenoe  and  orden. 

No.  8.— Lieut.  Robert  H.  Wyman,  U.  8.  Navy. 

No.  3. — General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  4. — Letters  firom  President  Davis  to  General  Johnston. 

No.  5.— Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  8.  Army,  with  oomgratnlatoiy  order  from 

General  T.  H.  Holmes. 
No.  6.— Col.  Wade  Hampton,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  7.— C6l.  J.  J.  Archer,  Fifth  Texas  Infantry. 
No.  a— M^J.  Stephen  D.  Lee,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  9.— Capt.  D.  F.  8ammey,  C.  8.  Army. 

yo.  1. 

R^rta  of  Brig.  &fii.  Joseph  Hooker.  U.  8.  Army^  with  correspondence 

and  orders. 

March  9, 1882—10.30  a.  m. 

I  have  dispatched  the  statements  of  the  ooQtrabands  to  Oaptaiii  Wy- 
man,  with  the  requeat  that  he  will  forward  them  to  Toa  at  once.  Whit- 
ing's command,  consisting  of  Ave  regiments  and  one  battery  of  six  pieces, 
expects  to  reach  Fredericksburg  to-night.  They  left  in  great  haste, 
leaving  their  supplies  of  clothing  and  provisions  behind  them. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier'Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 

Brig.  Oen.  K  B.  Haboy. 


Washikoton,  D.  C,  March  9,  18d2. 

Your  dispatch  regarding  Whiting's  movement  to  Fredericksburg  re- 
ceived. 

The  General  Commanding  desires  you  and  Captain  Wyman  tokeep  a 
sharp  lookout  upon  the  batteries  opposite  you,  and  if  you  find  they  are 
abandoned  or  so  feebly  manned  that  you  can  destroy  them  witiiont 
running  any  great  risk,  do  so.  Please  communicate  with  Captain  Wy- 
man at  once  and  hold  yourself  ready  to  seise  the  first  favorable  moment 
that  presents  itself. 

Send  back  your  spies  as  soon  as  possible  and  keep  the  general  com- 
manding informed  of  everything  that  occurs. 

B.  B.  MARCY, 

Ch^f  of  Staff. 

General  Joseph  Hooxeb,  Camp  Baker. 


Headquarters  Hookeb's  Drvisioir, 
Camp  Bakety  Lower  Potomac^  Md.y  March  9,  18S2. 

I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  division  to 
request  that  you  will  detach  500  men,  with  instructions  for  them  to  {MTO* 
ceed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac  River  to  examine  and  briog 
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off  all  ammunition  and  stores  of  any  value  left  by  the  enemy  in  their 
sudden  evacuation  of  the  camps  and  batteries  at  Cockpit  Point  and 
Evansport.  A  portion  of  the  detachment  should  be  provided  with  axes, 
spades,  and  picks,  to  cut  away  the  parapet  if  necessary,  in  order  tha". 
hawsers  may  be  attached  to  the  guns,  for  the  purpose  of  hauling  them  off 
the  banks  on  which  they  stand,  that  they  may  be  secured  by  vessels  of  the 
flotilla.  Some  of  these  pieces  are  represented  to  be  of  great  value.  The 
detachment  should  be  commanded  by  a  discreet  officer,  with  instruc- 
tions to  keep  his  men  well  together,  with  pickets  weU  thrown  out  to 
jp^veut  surprise,  should  rebel  parties  be  found  lurking  in  that  vicinity. 
The  detachment  will  be  directed  to  be  on  board  one  of  the  barges  now 
lying  at  Bam  Point  as  early  as  sunrise  to-morrow  morning,  as  one  of 
the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  will  be  in  readiness  to  tow  them  across  the 
river  at  that  hour.  As  soon  as  the  work  assigned  them  is  completed, 
the  command  will  return  to  camp.  The  officer  in  command  will  be 
directed  to  collect  all  possible  information  of  the  movements  of  the 
rebels  and  report  it  as  early  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  AdjutanPOeneraL 

CoL  8.  H.  Stare,  Oamwuinding  Third  Brigade. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Bakery  Lower  PotomaCy  Md.j  March  10, 1862. 

General  :  I  have  nothing  important  to  add  to  the  advices  sent  you 
yesterday  concerning  the  abandonment  by  the  enemy  of  their  positions 
in  my  fh>nt  along  the  shores  of  the  river.  Everything  left  behind 
indicates  that  they  left  hastily  and  in  great  confhsion.  All  the  guns 
in  the  Cockpit  Point  battery  were  left  mounted  on  their  carriages  and 
in  good  condition,  except  the  guns  being  spiked.  An  effort  was  made 
t«>'bum  the  carriages  of  most  of  the  guns  at  Shipping  Point,  which  the 
rebels  succeeded  in  accomplishing  in  the  mtyority  of  cases.  The  large 
English  rifled  piece,  9d'pounder,  remains  on  its  carriage,  uninjur^. 
Most  of  the  magazines  were  blown  up  and  great  quantities  of  clothing 
and  subsistence  stores  destroyed.  I  have  sent  1,000  men  across  the 
river  to  tumble  the  ordnance  over  the  bluff  banks  on  which  the  greater 
part  of  their  batteries  stand,  in  order  that  they  may  be  more  easily  re- 
moved to  such  points  as  may  hereafter  be  determined  on.  It  is  rei)orted 
that  the  rebels  took  little  or  nothing  with  them  in  their  retreat.  Their 
roads  appear  to  have  been  worse  than  ours,  and  their  teams  utterly 
worthless,  from  overwork  and  little  or  no  feed. 

I  feel  very  confident  that  the  Merrimac  wears  no  armor  the  bolts 
of  the  Whitworth  will  not  penetrate.  Evidences  of  their  accuracy, 
length  of  range,  and  effect  are  to  be  seen  all  over  the  deserted  camps 
of  the  enemy.  Two  shots  were  fired  at  a  house  standing  nearly  half  a 
mile  in  rear  of  the  Shipping  Point  battery  and  in  the  center  of  one  of 
their  camps,  both,  of  which  stmck  it  about  4  feet  fh>m  the  gronnd  and 
within  2  or  3  feet  of  each  other.  One  of  these  shot  was  found  on  the 
mantel-piece,  labeled  <<  Fired  by  the  Yankees  February  27, 1862." 
Yery  lesiiectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOEEB, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Cemmanding  Division. 

Brig.  Qen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant-  General^  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
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HeADQUABTEBS  HOOKEB'lS  DlYISION, 

Camp  Baker^  Lower  Potomae,  Md,y  March  11, 1862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  rebel  batteries  at 
Co<5kpit  Point  were  entirely  destroyed  yesterday.  The  valnable  guns 
of  these  batteries  were  tumbled  over  the  bank  on  which  they  stood, 
and  are  now  where  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  can  remove  them  at  their 
leisure^  An  effort  was  also  made  to  demolish  the  batteries  at  Shipping 
Point  and  vicinity,  but  in  consequence  of  their  remoteness  fh>m  the 
bank,  the  great  weight  of  the  pieces,  and  tiie  absence  of  all  aid  from 
the  vessels  of  the  flotilla,  the  work  was  not  completed.  My  men  have 
been  waiting  on  board  of  one  of  the  barges  for  a  tug  to  come  for  them 
to  return  to  that  duty  today.  It  is  now  11  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  no  tug 
has  come.  I  regret  this,  as  large  quantities  of  powder  and  shell  still 
remain  on  the  rebel  shore.  Severalioads  were  brought  over  yesterday. 
I  will  rei>ort  more  particularly  when  the  reports  of  those  in  charge  with 
that  duty  reach  here.  The  rebels  burned  8(H)  barrels  of  flour  before 
quieting  Dumfries.  I  send  to  the  provos^marshal  by  the  steamer  3 
prisoners,  captured  yesterday,  whose  testimony  it  may  be  interesting, 
if  not  valuable,  to  learn. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOEEB, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Cammandmg  Divinan. 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- OeneriUf  Army  of  the  Potomac 


"So.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Bobert  R.  Wyman^  U.  8.  Navy, 

Washington  Kavt-yabd,  March  9, 1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  SxANTONy  Beeretary  of  War : 
I  have  just  received  the  following  message  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  The  Cockpit  Point  and  Shipping  Point  batteries  are  abandoned.  Tliey  have 
been  shelled  for  an  honr  withont  a  reply  from  them.  Larse  fires  at  Shipping  Point 
and  Evansport  make  it  apparent  that  tney  are  destroying  their  material  there.  The 
Page  also  I  believe  to  have  been  horned  and  blown  up.  Many  explosions  have  oc- 
curred. 

Very  respectfully, 

E,  H.  WYMAN, 
LinUenantf  Commandimg, 

3TS0.  A.  DAHLOBEN. 


No.  3. 
Seport  of  Oeneral  Joseph  B.  Johnston^  0*  8.  Army. 

HSABQT7ABTBBS,  liAPPAHANNOOK  BBID0B. 

March  Uj  1862. 

Oensral  :  The  troops  left  Manassas  and  its  vicinity  on  the  evening 
of  the  9th.  The  chief  quartermaster  having  reported  that  the  public 
property  of  value  would  be  removed  before  Friday^  I  had  ordered  tho 
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troops  to  march  on  Saturday  morning,  their  baggage  wagons  leading. 
So  much  was  foond  remaining  on  Saturday,  however,  that  the  troops 
were  kept  nntil  Sanday  evening.  The  miserable  performance  of  the 
railroad  rendered  this  measore  almost  useless.  A  good  deal  of  prop* 
erty,  public  and  regimental,  was  destroyed. 

Smith's  and  Longstreet's  divisions  followed  the  Warrenton  turnpike; 
Swell's  and  Early's  the  railroad  and  a  route  through  Brentsville.  The 
first  named  is  now  near  Gulpeper  Gourt-House.  The  two  last  have  this 
morning  completed  the  passage  of  the  river  here.  Our  pickets  are  on  a 
line  a  little  beyond  Warrenton  and  the  Warrenton  Junction. 

A  reserve  depot  was  established  at  Gulpeper  Gourt-House,  the  stores 
in  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  removed  to  Gordonsville.  I  will  remain 
here  to  cover  that  operation  unless  otherwise  ordered.  The  manage- 
ment of  this  railroad  is  so  wretched  that  it  may  require  a  week  or  10  days. 

My  post-office  for  the  present  is  Gulpeper  Gourt-House,  10  mUes  oil'. 

A.  P.  Mason,  for  whom  I  have  asked  a  commission  on  my  stafi',  is 
veiy  usefbl  to  me.    I  hope  that  tiie  commission  can  be  given. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOmffSTON, 

Oenerai. 

General  S.  Goopeb,  Adjutant  and  iMjpedar  OenerdL 


Ko.  4. 
Lettert  from  PreHdetU  IkuvU  to  Oenerai  Johntton. 

BiGHMOND,  March  15, 1862. 

Your  letter  of  13th  received  this  day,*  being  the  first  information  of 
your  retrograde  movement.  Have  no  report  of  your  reconnaissance 
and  can  spggest  nothing  as  to  the  position  you  should  take,  except  it 
should  be  as  far  in  advance  as  consistent  with  your  safety. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Gulpeper  dmrt-Hauee, 


BiOHXOlO),  Ya.,  March  15, 1862. 

OEimBAii :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,*  giving 
the  first  official  account  I  have  received  of  the  retrograde  movement  of 
your  army.  Tour  letter  would  lead  me  to  infer  that  others  had  been 
sent  to  apprize  me  of  your  plans  and  movements.  If  so,  they  have  not 
reached  me ;  and  before  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  ISth  I  was  as  much 
in  the  dark  as  to  your  purposes,  condition,  and  necessities  as  at  the 
time  of  our  conversation  on  the  subject  about  a  month  since. 

Tii  true  I  have  had  many  and  alarming  reports  of  great  destruction 
of  ammunitiop,  camp  equipage,  and  pro^sions,  indicating  precipittkte 
retreat;  but,  having  heard  of  no  cause  for  such  a  sudden  movement,  I 
was  at  a  loss  to  Mieve  it.  I  have  not  the  requisite  topographical 
knowledge  for  the  selection  of  your  new  position.  I  had  intended  that 
yon  should  determine  that  question ;  and  for  this  purpose  a  corps  of 
engineers  was  ftimished  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  country 
to  aid  yon  in  your  decision. 

*  Kot  found,  bat  lee  report  No.  3,  p.  608. 
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The  qaestion  of  throwing  troops  into  Richmond  is  contingent  apon 
reverses  in  the  West  and  Southeast.    The  immediate  necessity  for  such 
a  movement  is  not  anticipated. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEFFEBSON  DAYIS. 
General  Joskph  E.  Johnston, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potamao* 


No.  5. 


Bej^rts  of  Brig,  Qen.  W,  H,  C.  Whiting j  0,  8.  Armifj  with  oongraMatenf 

order  from  General  T.  H*  Holmes. 

Hbadquabtbbs,  Cajcp  Babtow,  Ya., 

March  22,  1862. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President^  conveyed  through 
you  to  M^jor-General  Holmes,  on  account  of  certain  unoflcial  reports 
which  had  reached  his  excellency  about  the  destruction  of  tents,  am- 
munition, public  property,  &c,  in  my  division,  I  have  made  a  detailed 
report  to  M^jor-General  Holmes. 

I  trust  that  it  will  completely  satisfy  his  excellency  that  I  have  been 
maliciously  slandered.  Something  is  due  to  me,  and  I  most  respectfully 
demand  from  the  justice  of  the  President  the  source  of  his  informatiou. 
I  also  respectfully  request  that  my  report  may  be  referred,  in  extenso, 
to  G^neralJ.  E.  Johnston,  under  whose  orders  I  acted  entirely.  I  also 
respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  my  division  alone  is  the 
subject  of  such  reports.  If  it  is  taken  as  the  exemplar  in  this  matter, 
in  justice  to  the  officers  and  men  I  may  say,  without  offense,  that  the 
country  and  the  cause  have  reason  to  congratulate  itself  on  the  army. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War^  Biehmond^  Va. 


Hbabquabtebs«  Camp  Babtow,  Va, 

March  21, 1862. 

Genebal:  I  have  received  fh>m  you  to-day  the  following  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  War : 

War  DxpARTiosirr, 
niokmond,  Va.,  Marek  20,  1883. 

Gensral:  The  President  requests  that  I  should  inform  yon  that  nnofflcial  reports 
have  reached  him  of  neat  destruction  of  property— bnmln||  tents,  destmotiou  of 
ammunition,  &o.— in  the  divinion  commanded  by  General  Whiting  in  the  recent  retro- 
grade movement  of  the  army,  and  he  desires  that  yon  will  require  of  General  Whiting 
a  detailed  report  on  the  subject. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEXJAMm 
Acting  Swretarf  tjf  War. 

I  submit,  accordingly,  the  following  report  upon  the  subject  of  these 
nnofflcial  imputations : 

The  distribution  of  my  division  for  the  defense  of  the  Occoqnan  and 
support  of  the  Evansport  battery  (the  right  of  General  Johnston's  posi- 
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tion)  was  as  follows:  Hampton's  brigade  in  advance,  consisting  of  four 
it*giment8  and  three  batteries.  Of  this,  two  regiments  and  two  battmes 
were  at  Wolf  Ban  Shoals  and  Davis'  Ford,  on  the  Occoqnan ;  the  Legion, 
with  one  battery,  at  Colchester,  and  one  regiment  near  the  village  of 
Occoqnan,  at  the  forks  of  the  Telegraph  and  Brentsville  roads.  This 
line  was  10  miles  in  extent.  In  support  the  Texas  brigade.  Colonel 
Archer;  three  regiments  of  this  were  posted  on  the  Telegraph  road,  be- 
tween and  upon  Neabsco  and  Powell's  Euns,  with  one  battery.  The 
First  Texas  at  Talbot's  Hill,  on  the  Quantico,  to  cover  the  left  of  the 
E vansport  battery.  In  support  the  Third  Brigade ;  Fiith  A  labama  bat- 
talion and  one  company  of  the  First  Tennessee  at  Cockpit  battery;  one 
regiment  and  one  tottery  at  Dumfries;  and  four  rep[iments  and  one  bat- 
tery on  Powell's  Bun,  3  miles  above  Dumfries,  equidistant  from  Evans- 
port,  Wolf  Bun  Shoals,  and  Colchester.  One  squadron  of  cavalry  and 
the  leg^ion  of  cavalry  picketed  the  Potomac  from  E vausport  to  Colchester 
and  the  Occoqnan  in  front. 

To  maintain  this  force  provisions  and  forage  had  to  be  hauled  over 
the  worst  kind  of  roads  in  no  case  less  than  IG  miles,  and  to  many  of 
the  regiments  a  distance  of  30  to  40.  Begimental  and  brigade  teams 
had  during  the  whole  winter  been  iu  constant  requisition  to  maintain 
even  the  daily  supply,  which  exhaustiug  labor  had  greatly  weakened 
them.  I  had  finally  to  resort  to  pack-mules,  and  oft^  to  half  rations, 
on  account  of  the  roads. 

I  mention  this  and  the  distribution  to  show  the  difficultiis  of  the 
country  and  the  position  from  which  I  had  to  withdraw  my  command. 
The  enemy  was  in  force  in  front  and  on  the  river,  and  daily  skirjiishes 
took  place.  Such  was  the  condition  when  Glenerai  Johnston  gave  me 
confidential  orders  to  prepare  to  move  on  Fredericksburg  whenever  he 
should  give  the  signal.  I  was  to  be  ready  at  any  moment,  and  yet  was 
in  the  embarrassing  position  of  being  obliged  to  subsist  my  men  from 
day  to  day.  The  trip  for  supplies,  if  successful,  occupied  three  days, 
and  I  might  have,  wlule  the  wagons  are  off,  to  move  without  them,  aban- 
doning everything. 

In  a  district  full  of  disaffection  great  caution  was  necessary.  I  com- 
municated my  orders  to  Colonels  Hampton  and  Archer,  and  commenced 
sending  off  sick,  baggage,  &c.,  preparing  teams,  &c. 

At  midday  on  the  7th  I  received  orders  to  move  at  daylight  on  the 
8th.  A  copy  of  the  order  (herewith,  marked  A)  was  sent  to  every  regi- 
ment in  the  command.  I  had  twenty  eight  field  guns,  with  their  cais- 
sons and  ammunition,  the  extra  ammunition  in  hand,  that  of  the  sick  and 
furloughed  men  and  their  ai*ms,  and  the  camp  equipage  and  baggage  of 
11,200  men  to  move. 

1st,  As  to  the  Third  Brigade,  under  my  immediate  supervision,  not  a 
cartridge  was  abandoned  or  destroyed,  nor  any  public  property  what- 
ever, except  a  few  worn-out  tents  and  8  condemned  wagons,  without  an- 
imals to  haul  them.  It  should  be  observed  that  the  tents  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  their  own  property,  brought  with  them  to  Harper's  Ferry  and 
in  use  from  there  to  Dumfries,  had  been  condemnedas  entirely  worn-out 
some  months  before,  on  the  trooxvs  getting  hutted,  and  no  requisition  for 
new  ones  had  been  made  on  the  Quartermaster's  Department.  A 
few  of  the  best  were  brought,  together  with  the  entire  quartermaster's 
Btores,  tools,  &o.  Most  of  the  regiments  also  succeeded  in  getting  off*  a 
large  amount  of  private  baggage.  A  portion  was  distributed  and  con- 
cealed, with  a  view  to  recovery,  at  farms  in  the  rear,  and  a  portion  given 
to  poor  and  loyal  people  in  the  vicinity. 

34  B  B— VOL  V 
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2d.  Cockpit  battery,  commanded  by  Gaptain  Fiobel.  By  kis  energy 
and  activity  all  the  tents  and  baggage  of  the  Fifth  Alabama,  cookinfc 
utensilB,  together  with  all  the  ammunition,  material,  and  equipments  of 
the  battery,  even  to  the  powder  emptied  from  the  loaded  shells,  were 
brought  safely  off  and  are  now  here.  The  shell  and  shot  were  buried  in 
secure  concealment.  The  only  ammunition  expended  was  25  cartridges, 
which  the  rear  guard  had  so  stationed  to  fire  on  the  enemy  in  case  he 
attempted  to  cross  during  the  movement.  Gaptain  Frobel  conveyed  his 
property  in  a  scow  on  the  river  into  Ghopawamsic. 

dd.  The  cavalry.  Tents  and  camp  equipage  brought  off  complete; 
some  private  property  destroyed  or  concealed. 

4th.  Imboden's  battery.  Nothing  lefb  behind;  tents,  ammanition, 
camp  equipage,  and  battery  complete,  though  the  guns  and  caissons 
had  to  be  brought  out  of  Dumfries  one  at  a  time,  twelve  horses  being 
required  to  each. 

5th.  Eeilly's  battery  complete  and  in  as  perfect  order  as  when  first 
equipped.  Fifteen  barrels  of  breadstuff  were  reported  by  the  First 
Tennessee  Begiment  as  left,  not  possible  to  carry  them.  Most  of  this 
was  taken  by  the  men  of  the  other  regiments  in  their  haversacks.  The 
entire  ammunition,  stores,  and  property  were  brought  ofL  So  much  for 
the  Third  Brigade. 

Tlie  report  ot  Colonel  Archer,  commanding  the  Texas  brigade,  is  here- 
with submitted  [No.  7].  It  is  due  to  Colonel  Archer  to  state  that  the 
route  by  which  he  had  to  retire  was  the  worst  of  all — ^the  old  stage  road. 
Teams  in  first-rate  condition  could  barely  haul  1,000  pounds  over  it,  and 
all  transportation  had  been  very  much  weakened  by  the  exhausting 
labor  of  the  winter  and  the  want  of  long  forage. 

It  must  be  stated  also,  in  justice  to  the  entire  command,  that  imme- 
diately after  the  furlougns  were  granted  orders  were  issued  fh>m  head- 
quarters Army  of  the  Potomac  making  each  company  commander  re- 
sponsible for  the  arms  of  the  furloughed  men,  and  requiring  them  to  be 
kept  with  the  regiments.  I  had  applied,  then,  to  be  allowed  to  send 
them  to  Bichmond  until  the  expiration  of  the  furloughs,  on  the  very 
ground  that,  if  required  to  move  in  any  direction,  I  could  not  carry 
them — ^my  camp  equipage  and  the  ammunition— but  for  satisfactory 
reasons  the  permission  was  denied. 

The  report  of  Colonel  Hampton,  commanding  the  advance  brigade, 
is  herewith  submitted  [No.  6],  to^tiier  with  that  of  Maj.  Stephen  D. 
Lee,  commanding  battalion  of  artillery  [No.  81.  Colonel  Hampton  being 
in  general  charge  of  an  extended  line,  and  na\dng  no  officer  available 
of  rank  to  whom  I  could  intitist  the  delicate  maneuver  of  withdraw- 
ing from  Wolf  Bun  Shoals,  the  key  of  our  position,  in  the  Hums  of  the 
enemy,  I  had  to  assign  Major  Lee,  as  chief  of  the  brigade  staff,  with  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  movement.  He  execntM  it  in  a  masterly 
manner. 

The  difficulties  surrounding  Colonel  Hampton  were  indeed  great.  An 
extended  line,  insufficient  transportation,  an  active  and  superior  enemy 
in  his  front,  incessant  skirmishing  all  along  his  outposts;  his  army  was 
watched  and  shelled  from  the  enemy's  fleet.  Balloons  had  been  up 
every  day  for  some  days  previous  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac,  and 
from  the  activity  of  the  enemy  and  the  fkct  that  the  country  people  and 
negroes  had  got  suspicion  of  the  move  it  was  considered  certain  that 
the  enemy  would  attack  at  once. 

It  is  due  to  that  distinguished,  active,  and  vigilant  officer  to  say  that 
here,  as  everywhere,  he  conducted  his  origade  with  consummate  judg- 
ment, precision,  and  skill.  His  loss  of  property,  except  private,  amounts 
to  nothing. 
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The  twenty-four  wagons  of  whicli  he  speaks  were  a  trains  loaded  with 
forage,  which  anived  at  my  headqoarters  at  9  p.  m.  on  the  night  of  the 
7th,  having  been  three  days  on  the  route  firom  Manassas,  and  which  1 
had  to  send  even  t^en  to  Colonel  Qampton.  They  only  reached  him  at 
4tJ30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  8th— 8  miles.  This  may  illustrate 
Prince  William  County  and  its  roads. 

Although  ready  in  the  Third  Brigade  and  the  Texas  Brigade  to  march 
at  sunrise  and  our  trains  already  off,  I  kept  them  both  under  arms  in 
position  until  1^  p.  m.,  until  General  French  had  been  two  hours  clear 
of  Evansport  and  Colonel  Hampton's  rear  guard  had  passed  Green- 
wood Church  or  Neabsco. 

The  whole  division  marched  over  the  Bappahannock  by  brigades,  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  following  the  8th,  in  perfect  order. 

I  caU  attention  to  the  for^;oing  general  orders  of  M%jor-General 
Holmes,  so  &r  as  it  refers  to  my  division.* 

I  hope  this  report  will  be  satis£Bu$tory  to  the  President.  I  respectfhlly 
demand  that  it  be  referred  to  my  commanding  genend  (General  Joseph 
£.  Johnston),  under  whose  special  orders  I  acted,  and  who  has  honored 
me  with  special  confidence. 

I  also  respectfully  demand,  with  regard  to  the  use  of  public  property 
in  my  division  and  vigilance  over  the  exjienditure  of  public  money  and 
stores,  that  reference  be  made  to  General  Johnston's  inspector,  Col.  A. 
Cole,  who  inspected  a  few  days  before  the  move. 

Very  respectfully,  

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Bfigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divtsian^  Occoquan^  Va. 

Migor-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  Aquia  Diatrictj  Yirginiii. 


Headquastebs  Camp  Babtow,  Ya., 

March  22, 1862. 

General  :  Since  I  dispatched  my  report  to  you  Colonel  Archer  has 
informed  me  (and  this  is  the  first  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  it)  that  Gen- 
eral Wigfall  had  accumulated  at  Dumfries  an  extra  supply  of  ammuni- 
tion for  his  brigade.  It  had  not  been  issued  to  regiments  nor  reported 
to  division  headquarters,  probably  owing  to  General  Wigfall's  absence 
in  Congress.  The  wagons  were  loaded  with  as  much  of  it  as  could  be 
possibly  taken ;  but  thirty  rounds  had  to  be  sacrificed.  This  is  the  first 
information  as  to  that  (or  even  as  to  there  being  any  supply  other  than 
that  required  by  my  general  orders)  I  have  ever  had,  and  I  cannot 
consider  myself  at  all  resiK>nsible  either  for  its  accumulation  or  its  loss. 
Very  respectfully,  

w.  h.  c.  whiting. 

Brigadier^  Oeneral» 
M%jor-General  Holmes, 

Commanding  Aquia  Diatricty  Virginia. 

[Inclosnre  A.] 

Headquastebs  Camp  Fisheb,  Yiboinia, 

March  7, 1862. 

The  wagons  will  be  hauled  into  the  company  parade  grounds  and  the 

teams  taken  to  the  stables  and  fed. 

-  -  ■ 

*  See  inclosure  B. 
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Packing  vill  be  commenced  at  once.  Gommiasioned  offlcers  will  see 
that  the  wagons  are  not  OTerloaded,  and  they  will  be  held  responsible 
for  this. 

If  there  is  any  forage  to  be  had,  each  team  will  carry  a  small  supply. 
Qaartermasters  and  wagon-masters  will  see  to  this.  Qaartermasters 
and  wagon-masters  will  also  see  that  wagons  are  not  overloaded,  and 
report  all  violations  of  this  order  to  the  colonel.- 

Daring  the  night  two  or  three  days'  provisions  will  be  cooked  and 
distributed  to  the  men,  after  which  such  of  the  cooking  utensils  as  are 
to  be  carried  will  be  put  on  the  wagons. 

During  the  night  guards  are  reqaired  to  maintain  perfect  order, 
silence,  and  discipline.  Commanding  offlcers  of  regiments  will  be  helu 
responsible  for  their  own  commands. 

At  daylight  in  the  morning  the  trains  will  start,  the  brigade  train 
leading,  all  accompanied  by  the  train  guards,  and  the  sick,  if  there  are 
any,  under  charge  of  a  commissioned  or  non-commissioned  officer. 

Ammunition  wagons  will  accompany  their  respective  regiments  and 
remain  with  them. 

On  march  all  offlcers  are  emphatically  ordered  to  preserve  the  forma- 
tion of  rank  and  prevent  the  men  fh>m  straggling.  Colonels  will  fre- 
quently allow  their  regiments  to  file  past  them,  to  see  that  they  are 
well  closed,  and  will  direct  the  field  and  staff  to  give  their  whole  attention 
to  the  march.  Brigade  commanders  will  direct  the  halts.  Troops  will 
move  left  in  front.  They  will  remain  in  position  until  notified.  The 
colors  will  be  carried  displayed. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITIKG, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Commanding  Divwum, 


Colonel  Hampton. 


[Inolotnre  B.] 


General  Obbebs,  )       Headquabtebs  Aqxjia  Distbigt,  Ya., 

No.  27.  }  March  17, 18C2. 

The  major-general  commanding  the  Aquta  District  desires  to  con- 
gratulate his  own  and  the  division  of  General  Whiting  on  the  admirable 
discipline  and  zeal  for  the  service  they  have  ever  shown.  The  regu- 
larity and  order  of  their  march  from  Occoquan,  Dumfries,  and  Evans- 
port,  made  under  circumstances  of  much  difficulty,  and  their  perfect 
subordination  in  this  city,  are  speaking  acts  in  evidence  that  }iave 
given  him  greatest  satisfaction.  Let  us  all  remember  that  we  are  now 
at  the  threshold  of  those  great  events  which  must  decide  the  fate  of  our 
beloved  country.  Each  soldier  in  such  a  cause  should  bo  a  hero.  Let 
every  man  now  in  arms  for  the  glory  and  independence  of  his  home 
resolve  to  cdntinue  in  that  obedience  and  patience  which  equally  with 
courage  constitute  the  true  soldier.  Thus  shall  we  be  prepared  to  meet, 
and  with  God's  blessing  to  defeat,  the  advancing  columns  of  our 
enemies. 

By  command  of  Msy.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes : 

AECHEB  ANDERSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  OenerdL 
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No.  6. 
Be^^tni  of  OoL  h'ade  Hampton^  0.  8.  Army. 

Camp  Babtow,  Ya*,  March  21, 1862. 

General  :  On  my  arrival  here  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  a 
report  of  my  movement  from  the  Occoqnan,  and  I  now  beg  to  lay 
b^ore  yoa  a  more  detailed  statement,  showing  the  quantity  of  pablic 
stores  removed  from  my  different  camps  on  the  line  I  occupied,  as  well 
as  the  amount  of  property  destroyed. 

Before  doing  this,  I  must^  in  justice  to  my  command,  state  the  posi- 
tions occupied  by  me  and  give  the  amount  of  transportation  at  my  dis- 
X>osal.  The  brifirade  store-house  was  at  Bacon  Kace  Church,  9  miles  from 
Manassas  by  the  nearest  road,  and  by  the  only  one  we  could  use  12 
miles.  Here  a  very  large  amount  of  public  and  private  property  was 
accumulated.  Three  mUes  in  front  of  the  church  I  had  two  regiments 
posted,  one  at  Wolf  Bun  Shoals  and  the  other  at  the  lower  Davis' 
Ford.  Three  batteries  were  also  stationed  near  the  church,  one  regi- 
ment (the  Nineteenth  Oeorgia)  was  placed  near  Occoquan  Village,  7 
miles  from  Bacon  Race,  and  the  Legion  was  opposite  Colchester,  2  miles 
lower  down.  My  bri^Mle  thus  occupied  a  line  on  the  river  12  miles  long, 
and  had  to  be  suppli^  with  forage  and  subsistence  from  Manassas  alto- 
gether. Elnowiug  the  dificulties  of  my  position,  Ms^jor  Barbour  fre- 
quently sent  trains  from  Manassas  to  the  church  to  bring  my  supplies 
so  far.  The  Sixteenth  North  Carolina  Begiment,  at  Wolf  Bun,  had  ten 
wagons;  the  Fourteenth  Georgia,  at  Davis'  Ford,  had  nine;  the  Nine- 
teenth Oeorgia  had  four,  and  t£e  Legion  seven.  The  teams,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  with  the  Legion,  were  in  wretched  order,  and  the  roads 
were  almost  impassable. 

At  3.30  p.  m.,  while  I  was  on  my  return  from  Bacon  Bace,  on  Friday, 
the  7th  instant,  I  received  your  order  to  march  at  daylight  the  next 
morning.  Couriers  were  at  once  sent  to  the  different  regiments,  and  in 
spite  of  the  short  notice  and  our  very  limited  transportation  the  trains 
began  to  move  at  the  hour  appointed.  My  own  movement  was  delayed 
by  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  my  pickets  at  Colchester.  I  marched  the 
Legion  down  to  repel  this  attack,  and  as  soon  as  I  thought  it  safe  to  do 
so  they  were  withdrawn  and  put  in  motion. 

All  the  guns  of  my  sick  men  and  all  the  ammunition  were  first 
placed  in  the  wagons,  and  all  were  brought  to  this  point  except  a  small 
quantity  of  ammunition,  which  had  to  be  destroyed  on  the  road  be- 
cause the  teams  were  unable  to  haul  it.  From  the  same  cause  I  was 
forced  to  leave  on  the  road  fifty-nine  of  my  tents.  They  were  not  de- 
stroyed until  all  the  private  baggage  of  the  men  had  met  the  same  fate. 
With  the  wagons  you  sent  to  me,  and  which  did  not  reach  me  until  4.30 
a.  m.  on  the  8th,  1  moved  all  the  public  stores  I  i)ossibly  could.  Be 
sides  this,  I  sent  back  to  Manassas  130  sick.  Twelve  wagons  were 
loaded  with  public  stores,  and  nine  with  those  of  the  commissary  de- 
partment. Forage  had  also  to  be  brought  with  us  a  great  part  of  the 
march. 

With  the  means  at  my  disposal  I  moved,  literally  in  face  of  the  enemy, 
four  regiments  of  infantry,  three  batteries,  containing  31  guns  and  gun-  car- 
riages, and  120  cavalry,  bringing  all  to  tnis  point  safely,  over  roads  that 
were  scarcely  passable,  a  distance  of  50  miles.  There  was  no  straggling, 
no  confusion,  and  after  the  first  day's  march  no  loss  of  any  property.  If 
ample  transportation  had  been  placed  at  my  command,  not  one  particle 
of  property,  public  or  private,  would  have  been  destroyed.    As  it  was, 
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I  tJiink  tbe  loss  of  public  property  was  remarkably  small.  My  greatest 
regret  is  that  I  cannot  say  the  same  as  to  private  property,  for  it  seems 
to  be  a  hard  case  to  make  the  soldier  bear  a  loss  which  was  caused  by 
no  fault  of  his  own. 

The  report  of  M^jor  Lee  [No.  8],  which  is  inclosed,  will  show  what  was 
done  at  Bacon  Race.  That  of  Captain  Snmmey,  quartermaster  Sixteenth 
North  Carolina,  will  tell  what  was  brought  and  what  left  by  that  regi- 
ment, which  contains  twelve  companies,  and  is  a  very  large  one.  The  re- 
ports from  the  other  regiments,  with  that  of  the  brigfMle  commissary, 
will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon  as  they  are  handed  in. 

My  letters  to  you  and  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  will  show 
that  I  foresaw  the  consequences  of  our  weak  transportation,  and  that  I 
constantly  and  eam^U^  called  attention  to  this  branch  of  the  service. 
It  was  not,  doubtless,  m  the  power  of  the  Department  to  afford  the 
assistance  needed,  but  it  is  unquestionably  due  alone  to  the  condition 
of  our  transportation  that  anything  was  lost,  and  I  cannot  feel  that 
any  blame  should  attach  to  the  division  you  command,  especially  when 
the  only  foundation  upon  which  such  blame  is  based  is  a  vague  and  un- 
official report. 

As  to  the  brigade  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  command  for  some 
months,  and  which  has  during  that  time  held  the  advanced  position  in 
face  of  an  enemy  greatly  its  superior,  I  can  only  say  that  in  the  recent 
retrograde  movement  it  brought  with  it  all  the  public  property  that  it 
possibly  could.  That  any  should  have  been  lost  is  a  source  of  regret 
to  me;  but  my  regret  is  entirely  free  fh>m  the  slightest  feeling  of  self- 
reproach* 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

WADE  HAMPTON, 
CoUmely  Commanding  Brigade. 

Gtoneral  WHixma,  Commanding  Division* 


No.  7. 

Beport  of  Coh  J.  J,  Archer j  Fifth  Texas  Infanirff. 

Headquabtebs  Fifth  Regiment  Texas  Volxtnteebs, 

Camp  Wigfall,  Va.^  March  21, 1802. 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  the  time  of  receiving 
your  order  to  put  my  brigade  in  complete  marching  order  the  whole 
of  my  brigade  train  was  constantly  engaged  in  carrying  the  sick  to  the 
rear,  and  one-half  of  each  regimental  train  in  carrying  the  most  valu- 
able of  the  camping  property,  including  a  large  quantity  of  spare  arms. 
As  it  was  contemplated  that  the  enemy  might  attack  during  the  move- 
ment, it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  send  any  of  the  ammunition  in 
advance :  and  when  the  final  order  came  every  wagon  at  my  disposal 
was  loaaed  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  regimental  com- 
manders and  the  brigade  quartermaster  and  commissary,  and  every 
article  which,  with  my  limited  means  of  transportation  in  the  existing 
state  of  the  roads,  could  possibly  be  carried  was  brought  away. 
Besi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  ABCHEB, 
Colonel  Fifth  Texas  BegimewL 

'Moj.  Jambs  H.  Hill,  Assistant  AdjutantOeneraL 
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No.  8. 

Btfort  ofMaj.  Stephen  D.  LeCy  0.  8.  Army. 

Gamp  Bartow, 
Near  FredericMurgj  Va.y  March  21, 1862. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  instractions  in  circular  of  this  date  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  with  reference  to  the  amoant 
of  transportation,  baggage  brought,  and  baggage  destroyed  in  the  re- 
cent retrograde  movement  from  the  Occoqnan  to  this  point  i 

First,  under  my  immediate  command  I  had  three  batteries  of  artil- 
lery, leaving  out  two  pieces  with  the  Legion  at  Golchester  (twelve  guns 
and  carriages).  These  guns  were  at  Bacon  Baoe  Church,  Wolf  Bun, 
and  Davis'  Fords,  on  the  Occoqnan.  There  were  seven  transportation 
and  two  ammunition  wagons.  With  these  wagons  all  the  tents  and 
equipage  were  brought  to  this  point,  excepting  live  tents  belonging  to 
one  company,  and  six  boxes  of  12-pounder  ammunition  (seventy-two 
rounds),  which  I  ordered  destroyed  on  the  road,  it  being  impossible, 
with  the  indifferent  teams,  to  transport  them. 

Several  days  before  the  retrograde  movement  I  was  appointed  chief 
of  staff  to  the  brigade,  and  charged  by  Colonel  Hampton  with  the 
withdrawal  of  the  two  regiments  at  Wolf  Bun  Shoals  and  Davis'  Ford, 
on  the  Occoqnan  (Sixteenth  North  Carolina  Begimeut,  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Love,  and  Fourteenth  CkMorgia  Begiment,  Colonel  Price),  as  also 
with  the  disposition  of  the  public  stores  at  Bacon  Bace  Church,  which 
was  the  depot  for  the  troops  on  the  OccoqUan.  The  North  Carolina 
regiment  had  about  ten  wagons,  and  brought  all  their  tents  and  equip- 
age which  was  of  any  value.  The  Fourteenth  Gleorgia  had  nine  wagons, 
and  brought  only  their  cooking  utensils.  Colon^  Price  report^  he 
had  to  destroy  his  tents  for  want  of  transportation.  He  was  instructed 
to  load  his  wagons  only  with  equipage.  The  tents  he  destroyed  were 
of  little  value. 

At  Bacon  Bace  Church,  at  the  time  I  took  charge,  several  days  before 
the  movement,  I  found  about  400  stands  of  arms,  a  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion, medical  and  quartermaster's  stores;  also  about  fifteen  old  wagons 
and  harness  (unserviceable).  I  succeeded  in  sending  to  Manassas,  and 
in  transporting  to  this  point  with  twelve  wagons,  which  were  put  at 
my  disposal  the  night  before  the  movement  and  in  the  return  trans- 
portation trains  to  Manassas,  all  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  stores  of 
value.  All  that  was  destroyed  were  the  old  wagons  and  harness  (which 
were  unserviceable),  a  quantity  of  loose  cartridges,  amounting  to  sev- 
eral boxes,  and  a  quantity  of  private  baggage.  I  should  also  state  that 
a  small  amount  of  commissary  stores  were  issued  to  the  poor  people  in 
the  vicinity  by  my  order,  there  being  no  transportation  for  them. 

I  regret  not  being  able  to  be  more  explicit;  but  being  placed  in 
charge  but  a  few  days  before  the  movement  I  could  not  give  a  correct 
inventory,  but  can  state  generally  that  nothing  of  any  value  was  de- 
stroyed^ all  the  valuable  stores  being  sent  to  Manassas  or^  brought  in 
the  twelve  wagons  to  this  point.  Considering  the  dreadfnl  state  of  the 
roads,  I  consider  that  all  the  property  that  was  of  any  value  was  saved. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

STEPHEN  D.  LEE, 
Major  J  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States^ 
Commanding  Artillery  Battalion^  Ocooguanj  Va. 

Lieut.  T.  G.  Babkbb, 

AeUng  Aseistant  Adjutant- General  o/Brigadej  Ocooguanj  Ya. 
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ISo.  9. 

Bepart  of  Capt  D.  F.  Summep^  0.  8.  Army. 

INYBNTOBT  OF   THB    TRANSPORTATION   OF   THE   SIXTEENTH   NORTH 

CAROLINA  REGIMENT,  MARCH  8,  1862. 

Ten  wagons  and  teams  complete ;  7  horses  and  males  that  had  heen 
seiit  to  Manassas  for  inspection  came  to  camp  first  night  on  march  at 
Cole's  Store,  one  of  the  wagons  loaded  with  the  sick. 
Public  property  destroy^  at  camp  was — 

2  ambulances,  that  had  been  useless  for  some  weeks. 
4  sets  of  ambulance  harness. 
2  wagons,  old  and  broken. 

8  %ets  of  wagon  harness  (old  and  broken ;  no  new  harness). 
1  keg  of  naiLs. 

1  grindstoae,  nearly  worn-out. 

24  axes,  most  of  them  broken,  being  in  use  for  some  time. 
20  axes,  good. 

24  picks  (about),  spades,  and  shovels,  much  worn. 
100  tents,  ^  of  tnem  condemned. 
Sent  to  Manassas  and  whereabouts  unknown— 
6  hospital  tents. 
1  Sibley  tent. 
4  wagons  and  harness. 
12  pack-saddles. 

50  pairs  of  shoes  (about),  a  few  flannel  shirts  and  cotton  drawers, 
quantity  not  known. 
Public  property  brought  away — 
Wagon  harness,  above  enumerated. 
40  tents. 
Nearly  all  the  cooking  utensils  in  the  regiment. 

D.  F.  8UMMBY, 
Acting  Quartermaster  Sixteenth  Kortk  Carolina  RegimenL 


XAECH  7-11, 1862.— Union  advanoe  to  Centrevllle  and  Manaiwai,  Va. 

No.    1. — Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Kearny,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.   2.— Col.  Alfred  T.  A.  Torbert,  First  Nott  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.   3. — Lient.  Col.  Robert  McAlliater,  First  New  Jersey  Infiuatiy. 

No.   4.— MaJ.  David  Hatlield,  First  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No..  6. — Capt.  Sylyester  Van  Sickell,  First  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.  6. — Col.  Isaac  M.  Tucker,  Second  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No^   7.— Col.  George  W.  Taylor,  Third  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.   8. — Col.  James  H.  Simpson,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.   9.-- Capt.  Joseph  K.  Steams,  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  10.— Lieut.  William  Alexander,  First  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  11.— Letter  from  Col.  David  MoM.  Gregg,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavaliy. 
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No.  1. 

Be^^arU  of  Brig*  Oen.  Philip  Kearny j  U.  8,  Army. 

Headquabtebs  Fibst  Bbigade, 
Three  miles  from  Bull  Bun^  March  9, 1862—2^  p.  m. 

Sib  :  On  information  of  my  sconts,  &c.,  I  felt  Justified  in  making  this 
day  a  reconnaissance  to  Sangster's  Station.  We  have  done  this  with 
cantion  and  forced  in  the  enemy's  pickets,  which  were  in  some  force  at 
Sangstei^s. 

Ck)Ionel  Taylor  commanded  the  advance.  Colonel  Simpson,  with  un- 
common judgment,  echeloned  our  supports  and  guarded  us  from  attacks 
fin>m  our  right. 

A  cavalry  charge,  unrivaled  in  brilliancy,  headed  by  Lieutenant  Hid- 
den, Lincoln  Horse,  broke,  captured,  and  annihilated  them,  but  was  paid 
for  by  his  life.    A  lieutenant  and  many  foot-men  are  in  our  hands. 

The  Lincoln  Horse  has  distinguished  itself  also  in  our  patrols,  which 
report  the  Ox  road  and  flarther  country  safe.  The  GOiird  Regiment 
Kew  Jersey  Volunteers  has  been  so  far  in  the  advance,  the  Second  sup- 
porting it ;  Colonel  Simpson  holding  Fairfax  Station,  and  intermediate 
company  ( First  Begiment)  at  Burke^s.  The  country  has  been  safely  cov- 
ered at  all  i)oints.  The  enemy  evidently  is  disheartened  and  retiring. 
Their  cars  are  continually  running  to  Manassas. 

I  await  further  orders,  my  original  ones  being  to  remain  at  Burke's. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 

Brigadier-OeneraL 

Captain  Fxtsdy^  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — ^The  lieutenant  taken  was  Lieutenant  Stewart,  late  of  West 
Point.  The  general  has  sent  Colonel  Simpson  on  to  Fairfax  Conrt- 
Ilouse. 

FmsT  Bbigade,  Fbanklin's  Division, 

Centrevillej  March  10, 1862—10.30  p.  m. 

Sib  :  As  I  informed  you  yesterday,  I  was  led  to  drive  back  the  enemy's 
pickets  from  information  that  seemed  somewhat  reliable.  At  night  I 
occupied  Burke's  Station  carefully,  and  Fairfax  Conrt-House,  Fairfax 
Station,  and  the  intermediate  line,  as  well  as  Sangster's  Station,  with 
regiments  or  strong  detachments.  This  morning  I  occupied,  at  12.30 
p.  m.,  Centreville  with  a  detachment  of  the  First  Infantry,  the  regi- 
ment following,  entering  Centreville  by  the  old  Braddock  road. 

The  last  detachment  of  the  enemy  left  late  last  night,  blowing  up  the 
bridge  on  Cub  and  Bull  Run. 

I  have  also  this  day  occupied  Sangstei^s  Station  with  the  Third  New 
Jersey  Volunteers,  pushing  heavy  detachments  to  the  front.  I  was 
without  orders,  but  necessarily  found  myself  occupying  the  country  in 
advance  of  all  the  columns  as  a  necessary  precaution  for  my  own  flanks, 
even  securing  Burke's  Station  and  all  that  railroad  most  perfectl3\ 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  KEARNY, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Captain  Pubdy,  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

P.  S. — ^I  have  to  state  that  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  as  at  Centieville, 
the  column  found  my  troops  previously  in  occupation. 
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No.  2. 

Be^^t  of  OoL  A\fred  T.  A.  Torbertj  Firat  New  Jersey  Infanltqf. 

Hdqbs.  Fibst  Beo't,  Fibst  Bbio.,  Fbanklin's  Dry., 

Camp  Seminary^  Ya.y  March  17, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  reports  concerning  tlie 
First  Regiment^  First  Brigade,  Franklin's  division,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Lientenant-Colonel  McAllister,  being  myself  at  the  time 
nnable  to  ride  on  horseback  on  account  of  rheumatism,  but  was  in  the 
field  during  the  time,  making  myself  as  useful  as  possible  under  tlie  cir- 
cumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  t.  A.  TOBBBBT, 
Colonel  Fint  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteere. 

Capt.  James  M.  Wilson, 

Assisiant  AdjtUant-Oeneralj  First  Brigade. 


No.  3. 

B/eport  of  Lieut.  OoL  Bohert  McAllister^  First  New  Jersey  Iirfantry. 

FmsT  Bbqiment  New  Jebsey  Yolttnteebs, 

Camp  Seminary^  Va.,  March  17, 1862. 

SiB:  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  herewith  transmit  to  yoa  a 
report  of  the  movements  of  our  regiment. 

After  leaving  this  place  for  Burke's  Station,  on  Friday,  March  7,  we 
left  our  brigade  drill  ground  and  marched  across  to  the  Little  Biver 
turnpike.  On  this  side  of  Annandale  I  was  ordered  to  send  forward 
our  two  flank  companies,  leaving  us  seven  companies  (one  company  be- 
ing on  picket).  We  reached  Burke's  Station  at  about  1  o'clock  a.  m.  on 
the  8th.  Our  regiment  was  then  stationed  along  the  edge  of  the  woods 
near  Burke's  house. 

After  General  Howard's  brigade  left  we  were  ordered  to  take  a  posi- 
tion along  the  woods  north  of  &e  railrocul,  which  order  I  executed  imme- 
diately. I  then  examined  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  camp  grounds, 
placed  pickets,  and  rested  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  I 
received  an  order  to  send  three  companies  to  Burke's  house.  We  started 
at  once.  Then  came  another  order  to  send  two  companies,  under  the 
command  of  M^or  Hatfield,  to  the  old  Braddock  road.  I  detailed  Com- 
panies B  and  E.  They  started  without  delay,  leaving  me  but  two  com- 
panies. After  2  p.  m.  I  received  an  order  to  bring  in  the  three  compa- 
nies at  Burke's  house,  and  march  up  the  railroad  to  support  Colonel 
Simpson  at  the  church  near  Fairfax  Station.  On  reaching  that  1  did 
not  see  Colonel  Simpson,  but  met  General  Kearny,  who  oi^ered  me  to 
march  up  to  Fair's  Cross-Boads,  leaving  one  company  (Company  K)  at 
Payne's  Ch  urch.  With  the  remaining  four  companies  I  arrived  at  Fair's 
Cross-Boads  about  5  p.  m.,  and  formed  line  of  battle,  and  remained  in  that 
position  unto  our  general  arrived  from  Fairfax  Court-House,  when  hB 
told  me  to  encamp  there  for  the  night ;  to  be  on  the  alert ;  that  it  was  an 
important  point  |  that  the  enemy  were  in  the  neighborhood,  and  if  at- 
tacked to  hold  it  until  re-enforcements  came  to  my  aid.    I  put  out 
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pidcetB  up  the  Gentreville  road  1(  mflee,  also  down  the  Faii&z  road  to- 
wards Payne's  Ohnrch,  and  also  towards  Fairfax.  We  were  vigUant 
that  night^  bat  were  unmolested. 

Abont  8  o'clock  next  mominff  reoeived  a  verbal  order  from  General 
Kearny,  by  his  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Barnard,  to  throw  forward 
scouts  in  rear  of  Gentreville,  and  am  happy  to  say  that  I  soon  found  a 
corporal  and  3  men  ready  and  willing  to  undertake  this  apparently  dan- 
gerous enterprise.  In  about  an  hour  afterwards  I  received  an  order  to 
send  forward  towards  Gentreville  one  company.  I  immediately  ordered 
Company  B,  Captain  Van  Sickell,  to  push  forward,  and  in  accordance 
with  our  g^eral's  instructions  had  a  communication  kept  up  with  me, 
and  through  me  with  General  Kearny,  by  Captain  Van  Sickell  sending 
back  a  man  every  three-fourths  of  a  mile  that  he  advanced.  Between 
12  and  1  o'clock  the  general  ordered  me  to  advance  with  our  regiment 
to  Gentreville,  which  I  did.  Captain  Van  Sickell  and  Lieutenant  Tan- 
turn,  with  ComjMiny  B,  having  reached  that  place  before  we  ^d,  and 
some  hours  ahead  of  any  other  troops.  Permit  me  to  say  here  that  our 
regiment  was  the  last  to  leave  Gentreville  at  the  Bull  Bun  retreat,  and 
a  part  of  it  the  first  to  enter  it  on  the  retreat  of  the  enemy.  We  staid 
all  night,  and  the  next  morning  were  ordered  to  return  to  Fairfkx  Court- 
House. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  General  Kearny  deserves  a  great 
deal  of  credit  by  this  bold  push  towards  the  enemy's  lines,  and  by  the 
energy  and  bravery  thus  displayed  caused  the  enemy  to  leave  in  great 
haste,  leaving  many  valuables  behind  them. 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  MoALLISTEB, 
Lieutenant- OoUmel  First  Beffiment  New  Jersey  VolwiUeere. 

A.  T.  A.  ToBBSBT,  Colonel  First  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


Ko.  4. 

Beport  o/M€^.  David  HatflMj  First  New  Jersey  If^fantry. 

First  Beoiubnt  New  Jbbsey  Yolunteebs, 

Camp  Seminary,  Ya.^  March  17, 1802. 

Bib  :  On  Sunday  morning,  March  9, 1  was  ordered  by  General  Kearny 
to  take  two  companies  ana  proceed  to  Fan's  Cross-Boads  by  the  old 
Braddock  road,  and  there  wait  for  re-enforcements  from  Fairfox  Station. 
I  arrived  at  the  Cross-Boads  about  noon.  My  command  consisted  of  Com- 
panies B  and  E.  At  the  cross-roads  we  discerned  the  enemy's  cavahy 
on  a  hill  near  the  court-house,  but  having  positive  orders  to  remain  at 
the  Cross-Boads,  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  pursue  them.  However,  I 
sent  out  a  small  detachment,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Tantum,  in 
order  to  get  as  near  the  enemy  as  possible  under  cover  of  the  pines,  so 
as  to  watch  tbeir  movements.  By  so  doing  we  found  that  the  enemy 
was  moving  back  and  forth  from  the  Gourt-House  to  the  old  Braddock 
road,  a  distance  of  about  1  mile. 

At  4  o^olock  the  Fourth  New  Jersey,  under  Colonel  Simpson,  came 
up,  when  we  marched  to  the  Gourt-House.  The  two  companies  under 
my  command  were  deployed  as  skirmishers.  When  near  the  Gourt- 
House,  by  order  of  General  Kearny,  we  marched  on  at  double-quick,  and 
I  may  also  add  that  the  enemy  did  the  same,  only  ^  <^  opposite  diroo- 


540  OPERATIONS   IN  MD.,   N.  VA.,   AND   W.  VA.        IChar  XIV. 

Hon.  I  then  received  orders  fh>in  Gheneral  Kearny  to  marcli  back  to 
the  Gross-Boads  and  join  my  regiment,  and  there  bivooacked  for  the 
night. 

Very  respectMly,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

DAVID  HATFIELD, 
Major  First  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

A.  T.  A.  ToBBBBT,  Colonel  First  New  Jersey  Volunteers* 


No.  6. 

Be^^ort  of  Oapt  Sylvester  Van  Siekell^  First  New  Jersey  Intfantry, 

FiBST  Bboiment  New  Jebsby  Yolunteebs, 

Camp  Seminary^  Va.^  March  17, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  ordered  by  Lieatenant- 
Colonel  McAllister,  on  Monday  morning,  10th  instant,  at  8.30  o'clock 
a.  m.,  while  stationed  a  Farr's  Gross-Eoads,  to  take  my  command  and 
proceed  cautiously  up  theBraddock  road  towards  Gentreville,  and  after 
passing  our  pickets  to  send  out  an  advance  guard,  which  I  did,  sending 
Lieut.  William  H.  Tantum  on  with  14  men.  I  was  also  furnished  with 
4  cavalrymen  to  act  as  a  patrol,  and  to  report  to  him  at  intervals  as 
we  proceeded.  I  received  the  first  communication  from  Lieutenant 
Tantum  when  at  Gub  Eun,  which  I  forwarded  to  Lieutenant-Golonel 
McAllister,  saying  that  he  had  possession  of  five  contrabands,  and  had 
caught  up  with  the  four  scouts  sent  in  advance.  Lieutenant  Tan- 
tum halted  with  his  guard  until  I  brought  up  my  reserve.  He  then 
advanced  about  a  mile,  when  I  received  word  that  appearances  were 
favorable^to  come  on  with  all  possible  dispatch,  as  he  would  be  in 
Gentreville  in  an  hour.  The  message  I  immediately  sent  to  Lieutenant- 
Golonel  McAllister,  and  proceeded  on.  Lieutenant  Tantum  arrived  at 
Gentreville  about  11.30  a.  m.,  where  he  immediately  posted  four  sentries 
in  difierent  places  in  the  village,  one  at  each  of  three  forts.  I  arrived 
there  at  fifteen  minutes  after  12  o'clock  noon,  and  took  possession  of 
G^nersd  Johnston's  headquarters,  and  there  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
First  Kegiment,  which  came  in  about  4  p.  m.  The  New  York  Forty- 
fourth  Eegiment  arrived  at  about  3.30  o'clock  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  VAN  8IGKBLL, 
Captain  Company  B^  First  Eegiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 

A.  T.  A.  ToBBEBT,  Colonel  First  New  Jersey  Volunteers. 


No.  6. 

Beport  of  CoL  Isaac  M.  Tucker^  Second  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Second  Beoihent  New  Jebsey  Yolxtnteebs, 

Camp  Seminary^  Va.^  March  16, 1862. 

Sm :  I  proceed  to  furnish  to  the  headquarters  of  the  First  Brigade 
(General  Franklin's  division)  a  detailed  account  of  the  movements  of 
this  regiment  during  the  past  week,  while  upon  its  march  towards 
Manassas  and  vicinity. 
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Poisaant  to  brigade  orders,  the  regiment,  excepting  Oaptain  Tay's 
company,  doing  picket  dnty  at  the  time,  repaired  to  the  brigade  parade 
on  Friday,  the  7th  instant,  at  1  o^clock  p.  m.,  where  General  Kearny's 
command  was  formed.  The  regiment  was  provided  with  the  shelter 
tents,  six  days'  rations,  forty  rounds  of  ball  cartridges  issued  to  each  man 
and  in  the  cartridge-boxes,  together  with  thirty  extra  roands  to  each 
man  transported  by  the  quartermaster.  With  the  knapsacks  packed 
and  thus  provided  the  regiment,  in  company  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade, 
proceeded  on  its  march  to  Burke's  Station,  on  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Kaikoad,  by  way  of  the  Little  Eiver  turnpike  and  the  old  Brad- 
dock  road,  reaching  its  destination  about  midnight,  after  a  long  and 
tedious  march,  the  ipad  after  leaving  the  turnpike  being  considerably 
obstructed  with  mud. 

On  the  march  the  flank  companies,  commanded  by  Captains  C*lose 
and  Wildrick,  were  detached  and  placed  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Brown,  of  the  Third  Begiment,  constituting,  with  similar 
comi>anies  from  other  regiments,  a  light  battalion,  in  advance  of  the 
brigade.  The  remaining  seven  companies  under  my  command  encamped 
at  the  Station  that  night,  and  remained  there  until  the  morning  of  Sun- 
day, the  9th  instant,  when,  by  order  of  General  Kearny,  we  proceeded 
up  the  railroad  to  Fairiax  Station,  leaving  two  companies,  uuder  Cap- 
tains Wiebecke  and  Stoll,  at  the  rifle-pits  constructed  by  the  enemy  in 
rear  of  the  Station.  From  this  point  a  scout  of  20  men,  under  Lieuten- 
ant Yreeland,  accompanied  by  2  mounted  dragoons,  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Fairfax  Coui-t-House,  while  the  balauce  of  Lieutenant  Yree- 
land's  company,  under  Lieutenant  Blewett,  skirted  the  dense  woods  ad- 
joining the  Station  on  the  north.  Communication  was  at  once  opened 
with  Colonel  Taylor,  in  command  of  the  Third  Begiment,  in  advance,  at 
Sangstet's  Station,  and  with  Colonel  Simpson,  in  command  of  the  Fourth 
Itegiment,  in  the  rear.  While  occupying  this  position  two  companies 
(Captains  Bishop  and  Hopwood),  under  command  of  Migor  Byerson, 
were  sent  lorwanl  to  act  as  flankers  for  Colonel  Taylor's  command. 

About  11  o'clock  a.  m.  I  receive<l  information  that  the  enemy's  pickets 
had  been  driven  back  by  a  detachment  of  cavalry  just  in  front  of  Colonel 
Taylor's  regiment,  and  at  the  same  time  was  ordered  to  withdraw  the 
companies  acting  as  flankers,  also  Lieutenant  Blewett's  command,  skirt- 
ing the  adjoining  wood,  and  proceed  with  my  battalion  to  the  support 
of  Colonel  Taylor,  which  order  was  promptly  executed.  About  2  p.  m.  I 
was  ordered  with  my  command,  consisting  of  five  companies,  to  take 
position  in  line  of  battle  on  a  commanding  hill  just  in  advance  of  Colonel 
Taylor's  regiment,  and  hold  it  until  the  darkness  of  the  evening  would 
enable  me  to  withdraw  without  being  observed.  This  hill  was  the 
picket  station  occupied  by  the  enemy  and  fh>m  which  our  cavalry  had 
just  driven  them,  and  was  but  little  more  than  5  miles  Irom  Manassas 
Junction. 

About  7  p.  m.  I  left  this  position  (the  companies  retiring  behind  the 
hill  separately)  and  proceeded  back  to  Fairfax  Station,  where  we  en- 
camped, in  company  with  the  Third  Begiment,  and  where  we  remained 
until  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  11th  instant,  when,  pursuant  to  orders 
(the  flank  companies  and  the  picket  company  having  now  joined  us),  we 
took  up  our  lino  of  march  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  and  entered  the  town 
with  band  playing.  Here  we  encamped  upon  the  ground  selected  by 
Colonel  Simi)son  for  this  regiment,  and  remained  in  camp  there  until 
Friday,  the  14th  instant,  when,  in  company  with  the  whole  brigade,  at 
7  p.  m.,  we  struck  our  tents  and  took  up  our  line  of  march  back  to  this 
camp,  arriving  here  about  midnight.    The  men  returned  in  good  health 
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and  fall  of  enthosiasm,  created  by  the  movements  of  this  brigade  during^ 
its  absence  fh>m  camp. 

A  single  casoalty  occorred  during  oar  absence.  Captain  Daffy's  com- 
pany was  detailed  by  Colonel  Taylor,  commanding  the  post  at  Fairfax 
Station,  on  Monday,  the  10th  instant^  as  a  gnard  for  the  erection  of  the 
telegraph  from  the  Stadoa  totheCoart-Hoase.  A  private  of  this  com- 
pany (Thomas  W.  Spriggs)  was  accidentally  shot  throagh  the  head  while 
removing  his  masket  m>m  the  stack,  and  expired  in  a  few  moments. 
Year  obedient  servant, 

I.  M.  TUCKEB, 
Colonel  Second  Regiment  New  Jereeg  Volunteere. 

Oapt  Jambs  M.  Wilson,  Anietant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


No.  7. 

Bepart  of  Col  Oeorge  W.  Taylor^  Third  New  Jereey  Infantry. 

Camp  nbab  Fobt  Wobth,  Ya.,  March  16, 1862. 

Sm:  In  parsaance  of  order,  this  moment  received,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  the  following  as  an  acooaat  of  the  movements  of  the  Third 
Begiment  New  Jersey  Yolonteers  daring  the  march  of  the  last  week 
towards  Manassas : 

Left  Camp  Fort  Worth  Friday,  March  7, 1863,  abont  4  p.  m.,  with  the 
First  Brigade  (General  Kearny's).  That  night  marched  to  Barkers, 
12  mile^  and  bivonacked.  On  the  8th  the  Third  Begiment  marched  to 
camp  near  the  railroad,  one  mile  east  of  Fairfox  Station,  and  relieved 
the  picket  of  the  Sixty-foorth  New  York  IState  Yolanteers.  Left  camp 
the  9th  on  a  reconnaissance,  with  20  cavalry  of  the  First  New  York  Begi- 
ment, towards  Occoquan.  Betarned  to  Fairfax  Station  aboat  noon. 
Soon  after  received  orders  from  yoarself  in  person  to  take  some  five 
companies,  or  parts  thereof  (the  balance  of  oar  regiment  being  picketed 
to  gaard  oar  left  flank  and  Fairfax),  and  proceed  by  railroad  and  march 
npon  Sangster's  Station.  3  miles  east  of  Ball  Baa.  Aboat  half  a  mile 
this  side  of  Sangster's  tne  enemy  appeared  in  reconnoitering  parties  of 
cavalry  and  some  infantry  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  railn^ad.^  They 
fell  back  as  oar  flankers  advanced.  The  regiment  marched  steadUy 
autU  the  advance  reached  Sangster's.  There,  in  yonr  presence  and  by 
yonr  orders,  they  occapied  a  commanding  position  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  crest  of  a  hiU  to  the  right  of  railroad.  I  had  nader  my  orders  of  the 
JB'irst  New  York  Cavalry  16  men  and  one  corporal,  nnder  First  Lienten- 
ant  Hidden.  ^Jnst  before  leaving  the  railroad  I  ordered  this  officer  to 
advance  in  the  open  fields  and  reconnoiter,  and  if  the  force  was  not 
greatly  snperior  to  his  own  he  might  charge  them.  He  went  off  at  a 
brisk  trot,  nor  did  he  check  his  horses  nntil  he  charged  into  the  midst 
of  their  pickets,  the  enemy  being  greatly  snperior  ia  nnmbers,  and  having 
the  advantage  of  cover  of  pines.  He  lost  his  life  in  the  gallant  charge, 
bat  drove  the  enemy  into  a  rapid  retreat,  leaving  arms  and  many  knap- 
sacks and  blankets.  Thirteen  prisoners  were  taken,  with  a  lientenant 
and  non-commissioned  officer.  They  proved  to  be  tne  First  Maryland 
Begiment. 

Yery  soon  after  the  Second  Begimeilt  of  Kearny's  brigade  came  np 
and  joined  as;  They  occapied  the  ground  of  the  enemy's  picketing 
regiment  antil  night,  when  a  small  company  was  left  to  gnard  Sangster's 
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Station  untfl  next  day.  -  That  day,  the  10th  instant,  by  toot  orders, 
eight  companies  of  Uie  Third  Begiment  marched  upon  Union  Mills  late 
in  the  day  and  bivonacked  the  same  night  beyond  Bangster's  Station. 
At  4  a.  m./  11th  instant,  continued  the  march,  arrived  at  Boll  Ban,  and 
fonnd  the  bridge  partially  bomed.  It  took  about  one  hour  to  repair  it. 
Crossed,  and  continued  a  rapid  march  to  Manassas  Junction.  Arrived 
at  9^  a.  m.,  previously  having  deployed  into  line  of  battle,  and  sent 
Captain  Gibson,  with  a  flank  company  of  skirmishers,  into  the  place. 
We  found  it  deserted  except  by  a  few  citizens  with  two  or  three  wagons, 
loading  the  spoils  left  by  the  rebels.  The  flag  of  the  Union  was  in- 
stantly hoisted  upon  the  flag- staff  of  one  of  the  enemy's  worli:s,  about 
whidi  time  you  joined  our  regiment,  upon  which,  by  your  order,  had 
been  conferred  the  honor  and  great  satisfaction  of  hoisting  the' Ameri- 
can ensign  upon  the  notorious  hold  of  the  rebels.  The  regiment^  by 
your  orders,  marched  the  same  day  to  Gentreviile,  where  they  amved 
at  sunset.  The  following  morning,  the  12th  instant,  returned  to  Fairfax 
Station  and  the  same  day  to  Fairfax  Gourt-House.  Bemained  at  Fair- 
fax Conrt-House  until  l^e  14th  instant  at  6  o^clock  p.  m.,  at  which  time 
the  regiment  marched  with  the  brigade,  under  your  ord^s,  to  our  pres- 
ent camp  at  Fort  Worth,  arriving  at  1.30  a.  m.,  15th  Instant,  having 
been  detained  nearly  one  hour  in  crossing  Cameron  Bun.  The  regimesit 
Btood  the  march  remarkably  well. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

GBO.  W.  TAYLOB, 
Colonel  Third  New  Jereey  VolufUeere. 
Brig.  Qen.  Philip  Keabny, 

Commanding  First  Brigade^  Franklin^e  Divieian. 


No.  8. 

Beport  of  Col.  James  H.  Simpson,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

Headquabtebs  Foubth  New  Jersey  Yoltjnteebs, 

Camp  Seminary,  Va.j  March  16, 1862. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
movements  of  the  Fourth  Begiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers  since  the 
7th  instant : 

On  that  day  it  received  orders  to  march  with  the  other  regiments  of 
the  brigade  to.Burke's  Station,  on  the  Alexandria  and  Orange  Bailroad, 
14  miles  from  this  camp.  The  regiment  left  at  3  p.  m.,  and  in  conse- 
qnence  of  its  being  the  rear  guard  of  the  whole  brigade,  including  the 
wagons,  and  the  very  bad  state  of  the  cross  road  from  Annandale,  it  did 
not  reach  its  destination  till  4  o^clock  the  next  morning,  everything, 
however,  having  been  brought  up  in  good  order.  The  regiment  was 
immediately  put  in  position  b^  your  orders  as  a  movable  force  to  attack 
the  enemy  at  any  x)oint  he  might  present  himself,  the  three  other  regi- 
ments occupying  eligible  x>ositions  on  the  approaches  to  the  Station 
from  the  south,  west,  and  north. 

In  the  afternoon,  by  your  direction,  I  aecompanied  you  in  a  reconnais- 
sance of  the  country  about  Uie  place  for  several  miles,  the  object  being 
to  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  roads,  so  as  to  be  ready  to 
meet  the  enemy  at  any  point,  and  in  parting  with  me  you  gave  me  my 
orders  for  the  night. 
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The  next  morning  about  sanrise  eight  contraband  slaves  came  in  from 
Manassas,  and  reiiorted  to  you  that  the  rebels  were  sending  away  their 
guns  and  other  property,  and  were  about  leaving  their  fortiflcatious. 
Yon  thought  their  representations  such  as  to  cause  a  more  thorough 
questioning,  and  directed  me  to  conduct  it  I  did  so,  putting  down  the 
residt  in  a  letter  to  you,  which  you  dispatched  immediately  to  (General 
Franklin.  Directly  after  this  you  ordered  the  brigade  to  move  forward 
towards  Sangstei's  Station,  7  miles  up  the  railroad,  and  within  H  miles 
of  Bull  Eun.  The  Third  New  Jersey  was  directed  to  take  the  advance 
along  the  railroad,  the  Second  New  Jei^ey  en  echelon  at  proper  distance 
to  support  the  Third,  the  Fourth  Now  Jersey  similarly  disposed  to  sup- 
port the  Second,  two  companies  of  the  First  New  Jersey  to  flank  the  rail- 
road by  the  Braddock  road  to  the  north,  and  the  remaining  companies 
of  the  First  to  hold  Burke's  Station.  In  this  way  the  advance  was  cau- 
tiously made  as  far  as  Fairfax  Station,  a  distance  of  4  miles. 

Beaching  this  place,  the  brigade,  oy  your  direction,  was  again  ad- 
vanced farther  forward  cautiously,  the  difterent  regiments  occupied 
the  same  relative  position,  but  the  Third  moving  more  directly  on 
Sangster's  Station;  the. Second  taking  position  on  the  right  of  the  rail- 
road about  a  mile  beyond  Fairfax  Station,  at  the  lead- colored  house,  on 
an  eminence ;  the  Fourth  at  the  little  churoh  at  Fairfax  Station  to  guard 
the  road  leading  to  Fairfax;  the  First  Regiment  remaining  as  before  at 
Burke's  Station  and  the  Braddock  Corners.  At  this  time  the  rebel  cav- 
alry could  bo  very  plainly  seen  with  my  glass  about  1^  miles  off  to  the 
northwest,  posted  behind  a  fence  in  front  of  a  woods. 

Up  to  this  period  I  had  by  3'our  direction  accompanied  you  in  the 
field.  Leaving  me  to  go  forward  to  Join  the  Third  in  the  advance,  yon 
directed  me  to  take  command  of  the  Second  and  Fourth  and  give  orders 
according  to  the  exigencies  as  they  might  occur.  Soon  after  I  heanl  the 
advance  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  receiving  an  order  from  yoa 
through  Assistant  Ad  jntant-Oeneral  Wilson  to  push  forward  the  Second 
to  the  burned  railroad  bridge  to  sustain  the  Third,  the  Fouith  to  take 
the  place  of  the  Second,  and  the  First  that  of  the  Fourth,  the  two  com- 
panies of  the  First  still  remaining  at  the  Braddock  Corners.  I  made 
the  changes  accordingly,  and  then  rode  forward  to  report  to  yon  at 
Sangster's  Station.  Here  I  found  you  writing  a  dispatch  to  General 
Franklin,  informing  him  of  the  brilliant  charge  which  had  just  been  made 
by  a  small  detachment  of  Captain  Stearns'  company  of  Lincoln  Cavalry, 
which  formed  your  escort,  against  a  large  body  of  the  rebels,  said  to  be 
150  strong,  by  which  they  were  totally  routed  and  14  made  ])riaoners, 
among  them  a  Lieutenant  Stewart,  late  from  West  Point.  You  imme- 
diately onlered  me  to  join  my  regiment,  and  with  it  two  companies  of  the 
First  New  Jersey  under  Major  Hatfleld,  which  had  been  i>osted  at  the 
Braddock  road,  midway  between  Fairfax  Station  and  Fairfax  Court- 
House,  and  a  company  of  the  Lincoln  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Steams,  to 
take  Fairfax  Court- House.  I  promptly  rctnnied  to  my  command,  found 
it  eager  for  the  work,  and  ordering  at  the  Braddock  road  Major  Hatfield 
and  command  of  two  companies  of  the  First  and  Captain  Steams  to  join  mo 
I  dispatched  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hatch,  Fourth  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
with  two  companies  of  the'Fourth  New  Jersej'  and  Ca)>tain  Steams'  com- 
pany of  cavalry,  to  make  a  detour  to  the  left,  to  cut  oil  the  enemy  in 
his  retreat  from  Fairfax  Court-House  by  the  Centrovillo  road.  Tbo 
enemy's  pickets  were  seen  between  us  and  the  town,  and  it  was  sup- 
X)osed  they  were  backed  up  by  a  large  force  in  the  neighborhood. 

Waiting  till  the  proper  time  to  make  the  dispositions  come  out  simul- 
taneously at  Fairfax  Coui't-Honse,  I  took  immediate  command  of  the 
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balance  of  my  forces,  and  bad  tbe  pleasure  of  seeing  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hatch  just  in  position  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  while  I  was 
ready  to  press  him  in  fjcbnt.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  to  the  front 
and  on  either  flank  in  our  advance,  and  just  before  entering  the  town, 
when  the  opportunity  admitted,  the  main  body  was  deployed  into  lino 
of  battle.  Unfortunately  for  the  real  test  of  our  troops  we  found,  to 
our  surprise,  no  enemy,  the  great  body  having  left,  as  I  learned  from 
the  inhabitants,  some  time  in  October,  and  only  the  scouts  and  pickets 
who  had  been  seen  iu  the  morning  having  occupied  it  since.  This  fact, 
however,  does  not  at  all  mihtate  against  the  spirit  and  determination 
of  my  command,  which  was  all  that  might  be  expected  from  the  in- 
heritors of  the  military  fame  of  Jerseymen,  and  who  only  await  a  stand- 
ing foe  to  show  their  i^al  metal.  I  would  be  derelict  did  I  not  also  re- 
port that  you  joined  me  before  entering  the  place,  and  with  your  usual 
spirit  and  good  judgment  led  the  troops  into  the  town,  which  we  entered 
at  about  5  p.  m. 

By  your  direction  I  immediately  wrote  a  dispatch  to  General  Frank- 
lin, reporting  our  occupation  of  Fairfax  Oourt-Uouse,  and  you  then  left 
me  with  instructions  to  hold  possession  of  the  town  with  the  Fourth 
New  Jersey.  This  I  did  till  the  next  morning,  March  10,  when,  the 
Federal  troops  pouring  in,  the  advance  under  Colonel  Averell,  and  re- 
ceiving an  order  to  march  to  the  Braddock  Corners  to  support  the 
advance  of  the  First  Eegiment  by  that  road  to  Centreville,  1  left  the 
town  with  my  regiment,  took  position  at  the  Corners,  remained  there 
all  night,  and  next  morning  returned  by  your  direction  to  the  vicinity 
of  Fairfax  Court-House,  where  I  selected  the  camping  ground  for  the 
biigade.  Here  we  remained  till  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  Instant^  when, 
receiving  an  order  at  5  o'clock  from  general  headquarters  to  return  to 
this  post,  the  whole  brigade  moved  at  6,  and  reached  our  destination 
after  midnight. 

I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  when  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  on  the 
13th  instant,  with  Assistant  Adjutant-General  Purdy  and  Assistant 
Adjutant-General  Wilson  and  other  officers  and  a  squadron  of  dragoons, 
I  visited  the  battle  ground  at  Manassas  of  21st  July  last,  and  at  the 
recent  headquarters  of  the  Confederate  Army  of  the  Potomac,  a  build- 
ing said  to  belong  to  a  ISIr.  Weir,  I  found  a  large  number  of  official  docu- 
ments, among  them  the  original  order  of  General  Beauregard,  dat€d 
July  20,  promulgating,  ^^confldentially,"  to  the  commanders  of  brigades 
Lis  plan  of  battle  for  the  next  day.  Accompanying  this  was  the  order 
of  General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  approving  the  plan,  and  directing  it  to 
be  carried  into  execution.  I  also  found  the  original  reports  of  Lieu- 
tenant Alexander,  Engineer  Corps,  general  sta£t',  giving  a  statement  of 
the  prisoners  and  wounded  and  of  the  property  found  after  the  battle. 
The  leaving  of  these  important  documents,  like  tbe  other  property  which 
I  saw  scattered  around,  shows  with  what  haste  the  rebels  must  have 
retreated  before  our  forces;  but  what  discovers  the  perfect  panic  which 
must  have  ensued  is  the  fact,  which  I  witnessed,  of  their  having  left 
four  dead  bodies  laid  out  in  their  hospital  dead-house  ready  for  inter- 
ment, but  which  they  had  forgotten  or  neglected  to  bury. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  SIMPSON, 
Colonel  Fourth  Netc  Jersey  VolunieerB, 

Brig.  Gen.  Philip  Keabnt, 

Coiml^.  First  Brigade^  Franklin^s  Divmotiy  Army  of  Potomac. 

35  B  B— VOL  V 
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No.  9. 

I. 

Report  of  Capt  Joseph  K.  SteamSj  Fint  New  York  Cavalry. 

Camp  Eeabny,  Va.,  March  15, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  hasten  to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  the  movements  of  the 
sqaadron  (Companies  A  and  H)  of  the  First  New  York  (Lincoln)  Cav- 
alry while  attached  to  your  briga<le  during  your  advance  to  Centreville 
and  Manassas.  Leaving  our  camp  at  3  p.  m.  Thursday,  the  Gth  instant, 
I  joined  your  column  on  the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  furnishing  the  ad- 
vance guard,  commanded  by  myself,  and  the  rear  guard  in  charge  of 
Lieutenant  Thomson.  On  the  march  that  day  and  evening  my  com- 
mand was  constantly  employed  in  scouting,  bearing  orders,  &c.  At  4 
o^clock  a.  m.  of  Friday  I  reached  Burke's  Station,  and  was  assigned 
my  camping  ground.  Shortly  after  daylight  my  entire  squadron  was 
drafted  away  in  squads  of  from  five  to  twenty  men  each  to  act  as 
vedettes  and  scouts  in  the  vicinity  of  Burke's  Station,  and  to  operate 
with  the  various  infantry  regiments  of  your  brigade,  being  subject 
to  the  orders  of  their  several  colonels. 

On  Saturday  Captain  Jones,  with  15  men,  accompanied  yourself  on 
an  extended  visit  to  all  the  pickets  and  sentries  of  your  command. 
This  detachment,  accompanied  by  yourself,  also  made  an  extended 
reconnaissance  along  the  line  of  railroad  towards  Fairfax  Station. 
The  remainder  of  my  command,  in  charge  of  myself.  Lieutenants  Hid- 
den, Alexander,  and  Thomson^  was  detached  in  small  parties  reconnoi- 
tering  and  acting  with  the  different  regiments  of  your  brigade.  On 
Sunday  morning  the  usual  number  of  pickets  and  onlerlies  was  fur- 
nished*^  by  me  and  duly  posted.  At  10  o'clock  Lieutenant  Alexander 
with  20  men  was  dispatched  on  scouting  service  towards  the  Occo- 
quan.  His  report  is  forwarded  herewith.  At  the  same  time  Captain 
Jones,  myself,  Lieutenants  Hidden  and  Thomson  rei)orted  with  20 
men  to  yourself.  Lieutenants  Hidden  and  Thomson  were  dispatched 
to  the  different  picket  stations  to  obtain  more  mounte<l  men,  and 
shortly  after  reported  to  you  at  Fairfax  Station  with  an  additional  force 
of  30  men. 

At  this  point  Lieutenant  Alexander  also  reported  from  his  scouting 
expedition,  thus  increasing  my  command  to  70  men.  While  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  infantry  my  young  officers  were  dispatched  with  men 
in  every  direction  to  look  for  the  enemy,  who  was  known  to  be  near  us. 
When  the  infantry  came  up,  myself,  Captain  Jones,  and  Lientenant 
Thomson  were  sent  with  25  men  to  scour  the  woods  around  Payne's 
Church  as  far  as  the  old  Braddock  road.  Lieateuants  Hidden  and 
Alexander  accompanied  you  to  Saugster's  Station,  as  detailed  in  Liea- 
tenant  Alexander's  report.  From  Payne's  Church  I  dispatched  Lieu- 
tenant Thomson  to  you  with  a  report  of  my  movements.  I  subsequently 
received  orders  from  you  to  advance  to  Fairfax  Court-House,  in  com- 
pany with  a  detachment  of  infantry,  and  soon  arrived  at  that  place, 
approaching  it  cautiously,  to  find  that  it  had  been  evacuated  by  the 
enemy  but  a  short  time  before.  Shortly  aft-erward  I  returned  to  Fairfax 
Station,  arriving  thera  at  dark,  and  received  orders  to  occupy  Payne's 
Church  for  the  night.  I  was  here  joined  by  Lieutenants  Alexander 
and  Thomson  and  their  detachments.  I  here  learned  of  the  glorious 
death  of  Lieutenant  Hidden,  of  my  company.  He  was  a  splendid  officer 
and  a  courteous  gentleman,  whose  loss  is  deeply  regretted  by  all  who 
knew  him,  but  by  none  more  than  myself. 

On  Monday  morning  I  was  forced  to  return  to  Burke's  Station  with 
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my  enlare  oommandy  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  forage  for  my  jaded 
horses.  In  the  afternoon  I  was  dispatched  to  headquarters  with  orders. 
Lieutenant  Alexander,  with  15  men,  was  ordered  to  accompany  you  to 
Gentreville,  which  he  did,  entering  that  strongly-fortified  place  with 
you  in  advance  of  any  other  Union  troops.  Subsequently  Captain 
Jones  received  orders  to  follow  you  with  the  remainder  of  the  squadron, 
and  did  so  without  loss  of  time.  An  extended  reconnaissance  was  then 
made  towards  Bull  Bun  by  Lieutenant  Alexander,  who  learned  that  the 
rebel  forces  were  but  a  few  hours  in  advance.  That  night  the  squad- 
ron returned  to  Payne^s  Church  to  await  further  orders. 

On  Tuesday  morning  I  received  orders  from  you  to  take  a  position 
beyond  Sangster's  Station,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  railroad  to 
that  point.  At  4  p.  m.  I  returned  to  Payne's  Church,  and  before  my 
men  could  dismount  was  ordered  to  march  to  Manassas  and  occupy  that 
point,  relieving  the  Third  New  Jersey  Begiment.  After  a  tedious  march 
of  five  hours,  without  forage  for  the  tired  and  hungry  horses,  I  arrived 
at  Manassas  at  9  p.  m.,  to  find  myself  with  100  men  far  in  advance  of 
the  army  occupying  the  rebel  stronghold,  while  on  every  side  was  found 
evidence  showing  that  the  enemy  had  taken  a  hasty  departure  but  a  few 
hours  previously.  Our  camp  was  alarmed  once  during  the  night  by  the 
approach  of  several  horsemen,  who  fied  at  the  fire  of  the  sentry.  We 
were  surprised  shortly  after  daylight  on  Wednesday  by  the  arrival 
within  our  lines  of  several  contrabands,  and  when  we  left  at  4  p.  m. 
to  return  30  negroes  had  sought  our  protection,  some  of  them  having 
walked  25  miles  the  previous  night. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon  I  reported  to  you  at  Fairfax  Court* House, 
and  was  again  quartered  at  Payne's  Church.  On  Thursday  you  kindly 
permitted  my  command  to  rest,  a  relaxation  from  duty  being  absolutely 
requir^  by  the  horses  in  the  squadron.  On  Friday  I  was  ordered  to 
report  with  my  squadron  to  my  regiment  at  Fairfax  Court-House,  and 
was  thus  relieved  from  duty  with  your  brigade. 

In  concluding  this  rei)ort  I  beg  to  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for 
the  kindness  and  attention  which  my  command  universally  received  at 
your  hands,  and  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret 
with  both  offtcers  and  men  of  the  squadron  that  they  were  not  permit- 
ted to  serve  longer  under  your  immediate  command.  In  conclusion,  I 
take  this  opportunity  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
squadron  for  the  energy  and  alacrity  displayed  in  performing  the  ardu- 
ous duties  required  of  them.  I  also  forward  herewith  at  your  request 
the  names  of  the  men  who  so  nobly  sustained  Lieutenant  Hidden  in  his 
brilliant  charge  at  Sangster's  Station  on  the  9th  instant :  Cori>oral  E. 
Lewis,  Company  H,  since  promoted  to  be  sergeant ;  Privates  Charles 
P.  Ives,  Company  H ;  Robert  C.  Clark,  Company  H ;  Albert  H.  Van 
Saun,  Company  A ;  Michael  CNeU,  Company  H ;  James  Lynch,  Com- 
pany H ;  Cornelius  Biley,  Company  H ;  Hugh  McSauley,  Company  H ; 
Herman  Cameron,  Company  H;  John  Cameron,  Company  H;  Martin 
Murry,  Company  H;  John  Bogert,  Company  H;  William  Simonson, 
Company  A;  Chester  C.  Clark,  Company  A;  John  Xugent,  Company 
A;  John  B.  Wilson,  Company  A;  Henry  Higgins,  Company  A. 

Private  Wilson  alone  captured  three  prisoners,  compelling  them  to 
lay  down  their  arms  and  accompany  him  frt)m  the  field. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  STBABNS, 
Captain^  Commanding  Sqttadnm. 

Brigadier-General  EcAiiinr. 
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No.  10. 

Beport  of  Lieut  William  Alexander^  First  New  Tork  Cavalry. 

Headquabtebs  First  New  York  Cavalry, 

Camp  Keamyj  March  17,  1862. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  orders  received 
from  Brigadier-General  Kearny,  I  marched  from  Burke's  Station  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  instant  with  20  men.  My  orders  were  to  proceed 
to  the  Pohick  road  and  scoor  the  country  right  and  left,  which  I  did  as 
far  as  Brimstone  Hill.  I  then  returned  to  Elzey's,  where  I  learned  fh)m 
the  officer  commanding  the  pickets  of  the  Third  s^ew  Jersey  Begiment 
that  a  squad  of  rebel  cavaliy  had  just  driven  in  two  of  his  pickets.  I 
immediately  started  in  pursuit,  and  having  followed  them  about  3 
miles,  returned  to  Fairfax  Station  and  reported  the  circumstances  to 
the  commanding  general. 

I  was  then  ordered  by  the  general  to  accompany  him  to  Sangster's 
Station,  and  on  arriving  there  to  occupy  a  road  leading  to  the  right, 
going  into  a  large  wood,  my  orders  being  to  intercept  a  body  of  rebel 
infantry  from  getting  in  there.  It  was  about  this  time  that  the  bril- 
liant charge  was  msule  by  Lieutenant  Hidden,  of  our  regiment.  Gen- 
eral Kearny  then  rode  up  and  informed  me  that  Lieutenant  Hidden  had 
fallen  and  was  perhaps  only  wounded,  and  ordered  me  to  charge  with 
my  party  and  drive  the  eoemy  into  the  woods,  and  procure  the  body  if 
possible.  We  did  so,  Lieutenant  Thomson  and  myself,  and  recovered 
the  body.  I  then  returned  to  Fairfax  Station  and  reported  to  you. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  ALEXAOT>ER, 
Lieutenant  and  Adjutantj  First  Battalion, 

Csi^t  Joseph  K.  Stearns, 

Commanding  Company  Hand  Squadron. 


No.  11. 
Letter  from  CoL  David  McM.  Qregg^  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Caivip  near  Hampton,  Va.,  April  21, 1802. 

Dear  Golbubn:  A  few  days  ago  I  saw  published  a  letter  from  tbe 
General-in-Chief  to  General  Keaniy  concerning  the  first  occupation  of 
Manassas  by  our  troops.  The  first  troops  at  Manassas  were  the  Third 
and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  These  being  there  before  other 
regiments  was  the  simple  performance  of  a  designated  duty,  and  as 
such  not  deserving  a  public  recognition.  The  reply  of  the  General-in- 
Chief,  however,  acknowledges  that  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  was, 
in  fact,  the  first  regiment  at  Manassas,  and  the  object  of  the  correspond- 
ence being  evidently  to  secure  to  one  or  the  body  of  troops  the  credit 
of  the  first  occupation,  I  write  yon  thus  to  ascertain  if  it  is  known  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army  that  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
entered  Manassas  with  the  Third  Begiment. 

An  official  recognition  of  the  service  is  not  asked  for  my  regiment; 
but  since  I  was  personally  instructed  by  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
perform  a  certain  duty,  it  would  be  gratifying  to  myself  and  regiment 
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to  knoir  tbat  he  was  informed  that  the  daty  had  been  Baccessfally  per- 
formed. 

I  am.  your  friend. 

D.  McM.  GBEGG, 
Colonel  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 


KABCH  8, 1862. — Oceapation  of  Leesbnrg,  Va.,  by  Union  foroes. 

Beport  of  Col.  John  W.  Oeary^  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry^ 

Headquabtebs  Advance  Bbigade, 

Leeaburgj  Fa.,  March  9, 1662. 

Sib  :  On  the  morning  of  the  7th  I  learned  there  x^ere  about  IfiOO 
infantry,  some  artillery,  and  between  200  and  300  cavalry  at  Waterford, 
who  had  determined  to  make  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  railroad  during 
the  day,  then  bum  Wheatland  and  Waterford,  after  which  they,  with 
General  Hill's  command,  would  fall  back,  thinking  that  re-enforcements 
would  arrive,  which,  in  conjunction  with  my  command,  would  move  on 
Leesburg.  In  full  expectation  of  our  advance.  General  Hill  sent  his 
stores  and  baggage  to  Middleburg,  and  commenced  burning  hay  and 
grain  stacks,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  our  hands. 

To  intercept  their  various  works  of  destruction,  about  noon  I  put  my 
main  body,  with  cavalry  and  artillery,  in  motion,  leaving  instructions 
for  the  balance  to  follow  during  the  night.  I  entered  Wheatland  in 
time  to  prevent  the  incendiary  designs  of  White's  cavalry,  who  would 
have  burned  it.  The  rebels  who  left  there  ui>on  my  approach  created  a 
panicamong  the  troops  at  Waterford,  whofled  precipitately  to  Leesburg, 
without  applying  the  torch.  We  entered  Waterford  at  11  o'clock  at 
night,  where  I  rested  the  command  three  hours.  We  found  some  Union 
feeling  existing  there,  and  proclaimed  our  intention  of  protecting  the 
people  from  the  enemy.  By  a  forced  march  we  reached  Leesburg  shortly 
after  sunrise  and  took  possession  of  Fort  Johnston,  where  we  planted  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  and  then  entered  the  city.  The  rear  of  General  Hill's 
retreating  forces  could  be  seen  in  the  distance.  They  retired  to  Middle- 
burg, where  the  bulk  of  their  baggage  and  stores  is  concentrated.  Gen- 
eral Hill  and  staff  retired  at  full  g^op.  My  other  detachment  joined 
me  during  the  day. 

I  at  once  took  possession  of  the  court-house,  post-office,  bank,  and  all 
public  buildings,  and  Forts  Beauregard  and  Evans.  I  find  considerable 
secession  proclivity  here,  but  we  have  made  an  impression  upon  them 
by  a  respect  for  property  and  proper  exhibition  of  decorum,  which  they 
have  been  educated  to  suppose  was  foreign  to  us,  as  we  were  designated 
as  ruthless  pillagers.  Fort  Johnston  is  occupied  by  a  portion  of  my 
troops,  with  two  guns  commanding  the  city.  I  have  declared  martial 
law  and  have  an  active  provost-marshalship  in  operation.  Middleburg 
is  now  the  last  link  in  Loudoun  County.  When  that  place  is  rid  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy,  Loudoun  County  is  free  of  rebel  rule  and  the 
presence  of  rebel  soldiery. 

The  prisoners  whom  I  have  sent  you  are  of  note.    I  have  administered 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  many  willing  residents. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Colonel  Ticenty -eighth  RegH  Pa,  Vo?«.,  Commanding  Brigade. 

Maj.  E.  MOBBis  Copela^d,  Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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KABOH  14-16, 1862.— Bewmnawitance  to  Cedar  Bnn,  Virginia. 

No.  1. — ^Brig.  Gen.  G^rge  Stoneman,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  2.— Col.  Samaol  K.  Zook,  Fifty-eeventh  Now  York  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

Eeport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Oeorge  Stcnemanj  U,  8.  Army, 

Headquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

Washingtanj  March  16, 18G2. 

Sm:  I  inclose  copy  of  a  report  jost  received  from  General  Stoneman. 
I  am  confident  that  the  force  seen  near  Warrenton  Junction  did  not 
come  from  Aquia,  but  that  it  is  the  rear  guard  of  the  troops  who  left 
Manassas.  Captain  D'Orleans  reports  the  roads  very  bad  on  their  re- 
turn march,  and  that  they  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  back.  Bridges 
on  the  railroad  all  burned  up  to  Cedar  Bun,  inclusive. 
In  haste,  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 
MajoT'Oeneralj  V,  8.  Army, 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War. 

[Inclosure.] 

Headquabtebs  Cavalby  Fobce, 

Union  Mills,  Fa.,  March  16, 1862. 

We  arrived  here  last  evening  about  dark.  We  got  com  for  horses; 
no  provisions  for  men.  Bull  Eun  too  high  to  cross.  Had  we  staid 
an  hour  longer  we  should  not  have  got  here  to-day,  owing  to  high  water 
in  the  streams.  Felt  the  enemy  cautiously,  and  found  him  in  force  at 
Warrenton  Station.  Saw  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  three  bodies  of 
infantry  on  the  other  side  of  Cedar  Eun.  Had  we  crossed,  should  not 
have  been  able  to  get  back  for  high  water.  Had  three  men  of  Fiftli 
Cavalry  hit  driving  in  enemy's  pickets,  one  slightly  wounded  in  tiie 
head ;  two  men  of  Pennsylvania  cavalry  shot  through  the  foot  by  their 
own  carbines;  one  man  ^infantry)  wounded  by  his  own  bayonet.  Enemy 
acted  confidently,  and  lollowed  us  some  way  back  on  the  road,  but  did 
not  molest  us  in  any  way. 

Enemy's  force  consisted  of  Stuart's  and  Ewell's  cavalry,  a  battery 
of  artillery,  and  some  infantry.  Eailroad  bridges  all  burned  down  up 
to  Warrenton  Junction;  still  entire  beyond,  but  all  in  readiness  to  baru 
at  a  moment's  warning,  having  dry  wood  piled  upon  them.  Heard  cars 
running  during  night  before  last ;  probably  bringing  up  troops  from 
Eappahannock.  Heard  of  two  regiments  of  infantry  at  Warrenton 
engaged  in  impressing  the  militia  and  securing  forage.  Heard  of  «^ 
large  force  of  infantry  this  side  of  Eappahannock  Eiver,  having  come 
up  to  Warrenton  Junction  from  Aquia  Creek  day  before  yesterday. 
Bridges  all  destroyed  this  side  of  Broad  Eun.  The  Duke  and  Coout^ 
who  take  this,  will  give  yon  further  particulars. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  STONEMAN, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  Commanding. 

Colonel  CoLBUBN. 
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No.  2. 

Bi^port  of  CoL  Samuel  K.  Zook^  Fifty-seveiUk  New  York  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers, 

Manaseaa  Junction^  March  18, 1862. 

Sir:  Od  the  14th  instaDt-.  aboat  9.30  a.  m.,  this  regiment  marched 
with  a  brigade  of  cavalry,  all  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  George 
Stoneman,  via  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  to  Cedar  Bun. 
The  march  was  rendered  somewhat  tedious  and  difficult  by  having 
nothing  better  than  the  ruins  of  burned  railroad  bridges  upon  which  to 
cross  at  Broad  and  Kettle  Euns. 

At  6.30  p.  m.  we  arrived  at  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of 
Cedar  Bun,  where  the  enemy  had  driven  back  a  small  force  of  the  Sixth 
Cavalry.  General  Stoneman  here  ordered  me  to  send  two  companies 
to  drive  in  theu^  pickets.  I  ordered  out  Companies  A,  Captain  Chap- 
man, on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  H,  Captain  Horner,  on  the 
north,  under  the  command  of  Major  Pariseu.  Advancing  as  skir- 
mishers, they  drove  the  enemy  before  them  in  the  dark  to  the  west  side 
of  the  run.  Here  a  portion  of  Captain  Chapman's  company,  becoming 
exposed  by  the  light  of  some  burning  cars  on  the  road,  received  a  few 
shots  from  the  enemy,  which  were  promptly  returned,  but  with  what 
effect  is  not  known  further  than  that  the  enemy  retreated  beyond  the 
hills. 

About  midnight  Lieutenant  Beid,  of  Company  F,  with  20  men,  re- 
turned to  the  regiment.  He  had  been  sent  forward  with  Lieutenant 
Bowen  from  the  vicinity  of  Bristoe  Station  in  the  morning.  He  reported 
having  seen  the  enemy's  scouts  at  a  distance  several  times  during  the 
day.  In  the  morning  Greneral  Stoneman  ordered  the  whole  regiment 
forward  to  Catlett's  Station.  Two  companies,  B  and  I,  under  Captain 
Throop  and  Lieutenant  Mott,  being  deployed  in  advance  as  skirmish- 
ers, continued  their  march  to  the  run.  Shortly  after  Major  Parisen 
was  sent  to  assume  command  of  them.  They  had  arrived  but  a  short 
time  when  small  parties  of  the  enemy  appeared  on  the  opposite  bank. 

The  orders  of  the  general  prohibited  firing  except  in  reply  to  fire. 
But  little  time,  however,  was  lost  in  consequence,  for  they  soon  com- 
menced firing  upon  both  companies.  Their  fire  was  promptly  and 
effectually  returned,  two  or  three  of  their  saddles  being  emptied. 

The  general's  object  having  been  accomplished,  the  regiment  retired. 
The  skii-misbers  were  drawn  in  as  a  i*ear  guard,  and  the  whole  com- 
mand commenced  the  march  to  this  place.  The  return  march  was  se- 
vere on  account  of  the  incessant  rain  and  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roads.  The  difficulty  of  recrossing  Broad  and  Kettle  Buns  was  increased 
by  the  rapid  rise  of  the  water.  At  the  former  the  ruins  were  swept 
away  whilst  two  men  yet  remained  to  cross.  There  was  no  alternative 
but  to  leave  them  behind,  but  both  have  since  come  in. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  K.  ZOOK, 
Golond  Fifty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Ya^^xllr^  AcUng  Assistant  Adjutant'OeTieral. 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  ORDERS,  AND  RETURNS  RELATING 
SPECIALLY  TO  OPERATIONS  IN  MARYLAND,  NORTHERN 
VIRGINIA,  AND  WEST  VIRGINIA  FROM  AUGUST  1,  18C1, 
TO  MARCH  17,  1862. 

TJNION    C0RRBJ3I>0NT)B:N'CH:,    bjtc. 

General  Orders,  >       Headquarters  A.  O,  W.  V., 

No.  7.  )  Clarksburg,  Fa.,  Augmt  3,  1861. 

The  line  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  from  Cumberland  to 
Wheeling,  and  the  Northwestern  Virginia  Railroad  from  Grafton,  with 
the  military  posts,  stations,  and  depots  thereon,  will,  until  further 
orders,  constitute  a  special  military  district,  to  be  called  the  District  of 
Grafton. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kelley,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  is  assigned  to  the  District 

of  Grafton. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans : 

[No  signature.] 


Hdqrs.  Army  of  Occupation  of  Western  Virginia, 

Clarksburg,  Va,,  Augtutt  4,  1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneral,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

Colonel  :  Lower  Cheat  River  region  appears  to  be  entirely  free  of 
rebel  forces  as  far  as  Winchester.  Eight  thousand  militia  reported  at 
Harrisonburg,  2,000  between  Monterey  and  Cheat  Mountain  Pass.  I 
think  the  rebel  forces  in  Western  Virginia  are  mostly  about  Lewisburg. 

I  have  directed  the  building  of  small  field  works  below  Gauley 
Biidge,  and  Cox  to  open  communication  with  Tyler  at  Summersvillo. 
Two  Ohio  regiments  sent  to  Kanawha;  Twenty-first  Ohio  (three-mouths' 
men)  ordered  out;  Twenty-second  Ohio  at  Parkersburg,  on  its  way  out; 
Seventeenth  Ohio,  the  last,  at  Weston  tonight,  on  its  way  home.  One 
of  the  Ohio  regiments  coming  up  will  move  to  Elk  River  by  BuUtown 
and  scour  that  country.  A  detachment  from  Glenville  also  scours  a 
region  now  infested  with  guerrillas.  Ten  days  will  pix)bably  complete 
all  this  work,  and,  were  we  prepared  to  hold  it,  enable  me  to  sei7<e 
Lewisburg,  which  is  but  five  days'  march  from  head  of  steamboat  navi- 
gation on  the  Kanawha;  propose  a  provision  depot  of  ample  size, 
])roperly  fortified,  there.  In  twenty  days  I  shall  have  a  packed  train 
lor  5,000  meu — ^ten  days'  rations. 

As  soon  as  the  new  Ohio  regiments  begin  to  come  in,  so  that  we  can 
secure  this  front  here,  I  shall  begin  to  dispose  matters  for  the  move- 
ment on  Wy  theville  and  East  Tennessee.  I  proi^osc  to  seize  that  place, 
and  take  possession  of  the  railroad  as  far  down  as  Abingdon;  break 
the  railroad  bridges  down  east  of  Wytheville,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
enemy  from  coming  in  that  direction ;  make  a  fortified  depot  of  it  and 
a  good  road  from  thence  to  the  Great  Falls  of  the  Kanawha,  and  there 
concentrate  all  the  troops  we  can  spare  on  that  line.  In  the  interim 
shall  make  every  effort  towards  the  restoration  of  peace,  law,  and  order 
in  Western  Virginia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-General,  U.  8.  Army. 
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Headquarters  Department  of  the  Shenandoah, 

JStar  Harper-s  Ferryj  Fa.,  August  4, 1861. 

Colonel  Leonard, 

Thirteenth  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers : 

Sm:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  yon  proceed  to  Sharps- 
burg,  Md.,  near  the  Potomac  River,  and  there  take  post  until  farther 
orders.  You  will  detach  from  your  regiment  the  following  number  of 
companies,  to  take  post  as  follows : 

Two  companies  at  Antietam  Ford ;  two  companies  at  the  ford  a  short 
distance  below  Shepherdstown ;  one  company  at  the  ford  at  Shepherd^s 
Island,  some  distance  above  Shepherdstown;  one  company  at  the  ford 
a  short  distance  below  Dam  Ko.  4. 

You  will  instruct  the  commanders  of  these  detachments  to  be  partic- 
ularly on  the  alert,  in  order  to  put  a  stop  to  all  contraband  trade  in 
the  vicinity  of  their  posts ;  to  put  a  stop  to  all  treasonable  correspond- 
ence, without  interfering  with  the  United  States  mail,  should  there  be 
one,  and  to  arrest  all  x)er8ons  engaged  in  treasonable  acts,  against  whom 
sufficient  proof  can  be  obtained.  It  is  the  geueraVs  wish  that  travel 
between  Maryland  and  Virginia  be  stopped,  except  with  persons  of 
proved  loyalty  to  the  United  States  Government.  He  relies  freely 
upon  the  discretion,  energy,  and  good  judgment  of  yourself  and  your 
subordinates  for  carrying  out  the  above  instructions. 

The  detachmeut  of  U.  S.  cavalry  now  at  Antietam  Ford  will  be  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  that  post  upon  the  arrival  of  your  detachment. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerah 


Headquarters  Division  op  the  Potoiiac, 

Washington^  JD.  C,  August  G,  18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  McDowell, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia ^  Arlington,  Va.: 

Information  I  have  received  induces  mo  to  caution  you  to  be  care- 
fully on  your  guanl  to-night  and  to-morrow  morning  against  an  attack 
by  the  enemy.  Let  Hunt  hold  at  least  two  batteries  ready  to  move  to 
this  side,  if  necessary,  at  the  shortest  notice.  Communicate  this  to 
Franklin,  Kearny,  Blenker,  and  Sherman. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- General,  Commanding. 


Camp  Tennally,  August  C,  1801. 
Maj.  S.  V^ujlUlTiSB,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

M  AJOK :  I  made  this  morning  a  reconnaissance  of  the  country  reported 
last  evening  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy,  by  an  officer  I  had  sent  to 
examine  the  country  in  front  of  the  point  at  which  my  pickets  commu- 
nicate with  those  of  Colonel  Smith,  of  the  Vermont  regiment.  1  discov- 
ered that  what  he  had  8uppo8e<l  to  be  camps  of  the  insurgents  proved 
to  be,  under  the  scrutiny  of  the  glass,  only  clusters  of  whitewashed 
bouses,  negro  cabins,  and  fences  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac. 

I  afterwards  prosecuted  the  examination  of  both  banks  of  the  river 
as  far  as  the  head  of  the  aqueduct,  but  discovered  no  signs  of  the  pros- 
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eiice  of  the  enemy  on  that  section  of  the  river  lands.    I  was  told  by  a 
man  who  lives  about  5  miles  from  this  camp  that  he  had  heard  the  drum 
the  night  before  on  the  hills  opposite.    No  camp  was  visible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  A.  McCALL, 
Brigfidier-Oeneralj  Commanding* 

August  7, 1861^6.45  a.  m. 

P.  S. — I  received  at  3  a.  m.  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  [W.  F.]  Smith, 
saying  he  had  received  your  dispatch  directing  him  to  be  ^^  particularly 
cautious  about  an  attack  to-night."  My  brigade  was  immediately  under 
arms  and  is  still  in  order  of  battle,  but  I  have  no  intelligence  of  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  yet. 

GEO.  A.  McCALL. 


Headquabtebs,  Sandy  Hook, 
Near  Harper's  Ferry j  Va^^  August  6, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.  TowNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant' General: 

Sib  :  I  was  much  gratified  to  receive  the  order  authorizing  the  trans- 
fer of  stores,  &c.,  to  Frederick.  Immediate  measures  will  be  taken  to 
cany  it  into  effect  and  to  bring  the  war  regiments  here.  The  telegram 
advising  the  withdrawal  of  stores  from  Hagerstown  to  Sandy  Hook 
was  duly  received,  and  orders  were  given  to  the  quartermaster  to  hold 
them  in  readiness  for  removal ;  but  there  were  no  buildings  at  Sandy 
Hook,  and  the  camp  covers  were  exhausted  in  protecting  our  own 
stores.  We  were  preparing  buildings  at  Enoxville  when  the  order  of 
yesterday  was  received.  Prisoners  taken  from  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
river  speak  to  those  they  think  prisoners  of  their  exi)ectations  that 
Johnston  will  enter  Leesbnrg  shortly  with  a  large  force.  The  general 
tenor  of  our  intelligence  is  of  an  advance  in  that  direction,  if  any  is 
made.  We  have  now  nearly  12,000  men,  and  the  regiments  are  rapidly 
improving  in  discipline  and  drill. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  resi)ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneralf  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  of  the  Abmy, 

August  6, 18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  Rosecbans,  U.  S.  A., 

Comtnandingy  c&c,  Clarlcsburg,  Va, : 

It  is  said  that  Lee  intends  attacking  Cheat  Mountain  Pass.  It  is 
advisable  for  you  to  push  forward  rapidly  the  fortifications  ordered  by 
General  MeClellan  on  that  mountain  and  near  Huttonsville.  No  intel- 
geuce  of  any  move  on  Eed  House  via  Komney. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Clabksbtubg,  Va.,  August  6, 1861. 

Col.  £.  D.  TowNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant  General: 

Every  day's  experience  with  volunteer  troops  convinces  me  of  the 
absolute  necessity  of  having  some  officers  of  military  education  among 
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tliein.  Whole  regiments  are  mustered  into  the  service  and  sent  npon 
active  daty  without  a  single  officer  who  knows  thoroughly  company 
drill,  much  less  the  organization  or  drill  of  a  regiment.  I  am  convinced 
that  the  detail  of  a  second  lieutenant  fix)m  the  Military  Academy  to  act 
as  major  even  would  in  six  weeks  increase  the  military  power  of  a  regi- 
ment  at  least  one-third.  If,  then,  the  volunteers  will  this  year  cost  the 
Government  $300,000,000,  this  would  produce  the  same  amount  of  mili- 
tary at  $100,000,000  less.  This  seems  enormous,  but  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  it.  Can  nothing  be  douef  Appears  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty  in  effecting  this  arrangement  with  all  the  regiments  now  forming. 
Are  there  not  plenty  officers  in  California  that  could  be  brought  here  f 
Please  present  this  matter  to  General  Scott. 

W.  8.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Clarksburg,  Va.,  August  6,  ISGl. 
Col.  E.  D.  ToWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Washington: 

Tell  General  Scott  his  dispatch  is  received.  I  have  ordered  the  Sev- 
enteenth Indiana  to  Beverly,  seven  of  the  Fourth  and  nine  of  the  Tenth 
to  Buckhannon,  [and]  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  work  in  Cheat 
Mountain,  on  the  Huntersville  road.  Cox  moved  a  body  of  his  forces 
to  Snmmersville  to  join  Tyler  and  from  thence  to  threaten  Huntersville. 
Sent  Lieutenant  Wagner  to  fortify  at  mouth  of  Gauley.  Appointed  Ben- 
ham  acting  inspector-general.  Sent  him  also  to  thoroughly  examine 
troops  of  the  Kanawha  Brigade,  supervise  the  defenses,  and  select  a 
provision  depot  for  30,000  to  40,000  men,  to  be  stationed  near  the  head 
of  steamboat  navigation  on  the  Kanawha.  Will  have  a  packing  train 
ready  in  twenty  days  for  4,000  men — ten  days'  rations.  Ask  the  Gen- 
eral, for  Heaven's  sake,  to  make  some  such  provision  as  I  have  suggested 
for  the  military  instruction  of  the  reorganized  and  new  regiments,  which 
by  this  means  may  soon  be  put  to  service.  Could  not  the  Academy  term 
be  made  to  open,  say,  in  Kovember,  and  the  cadets  detailed,  one  for  each 
regiment,  as  instructors  of  tactics  or  drill-masters  f  Bnt  my  choice  is 
to  have  at  least  majors  from  the  young  officers  of  the  Army. 

Please  let  me  know  also  whether  I  am  to  have  a  brigade  of  regulars 
and  a  major-general  over  me. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier- General^  U.  8.  Army. 


Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

WasKingtoUj  August  7, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans, 

Canimanding  Department  of  the  OhiOj  Clarlcsburg^  Va. : 

General  Dix  telegraphs  that  he  is  reliably  informed  that  Lee  and 
Johnston  are  actuidly  on  their  march  to  crush  you  in  Western  Virginia. 
It  is  probable  that  they  will  move  either  on  Huttonsville  or  Gauley. 
Complete  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  intrenchments  near  those  places. 
Get  your  artillery  in  position,  drawing,  if  necessary,  on  Allegheny 
Arsenal  for  heavy  guns.  These  intrenchments  must  be  as  strong  as 
the  locality  and  the  means  at  your  hands  will  permit.  They  cannot  be 
too  strong.    Place  eight  regiments  near  the  Gauley  Pass,  one  at  Sum- 
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mersville,  one  at  Balltown,  eight  near  Huttonsville,  two  at  Beverly,  one 
at  Parkersbarg  and  vicinity,  perhaps  one  at  Clarksborg,  one  at  Grafton, 
five  at  lied  House.  If  you  have  more  than  this  number  of  regiments 
available,  post  them  in  preference  at  Beverly,  or  Leadsville,  and  the 
Gauley.  Establish  your  own  headquarters  at  Buckhannon  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  at  once  establish  a  telegraphic  communication  thence  to  the 
Gauley.  In  no  event  permit  the  enemy  to  re-enter  Western  Virginia. 
Carry  out  these  instructions  immediately.  What  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  organization  of  Virginia  troops f  Beport  frequently.  Pasli 
your  patrols  and  pickets  well  to  the  front.  Ko  more  regular  oflicers 
can  at  present  be  sent  to  you.  The  pack-train  movement  does  not  seem 
advisable  under  present  circumstances.  The  desired  object  can  be  bet- 
ter effected  by  a  different  arrangement,  for  which,  probably,  orders  wiU 
soon  be  given. 
By  order  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott : 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Qeneral 


Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Fort  Mcffenryj  Md,^  Augttst  7, 1861. 

Col.  E.  D.   TOWNSBND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Generaly  Headquarters  of  the  Army: 

Colonel:  I  received  the  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  General-in-Chief, 
to  send  General  King  and  two  Wisconsin  regiments  to  Washington,  this 
afternoon,  at  5.15  p.  m.  The  orders  have  been  issued  and  the  regiments 
will  leave  the  moment  transportation  can  be  provided.  General  King 
returned  to  Wjishington  this  afternoon.  When  the  dispatch  was  re- 
ceived my  force  in  this  State  had  been  disposed  as  follows :  First  Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  at  Annapolis  and  Annapolis  Junction; 
Fourth  Eegimeut  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  at  Relay  House;  Fourth  Regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  at  West  Baltimore  street;  Fifth  Regi- 
ment Wisconsin  Volunteers,  at  McKim's  mansion ;  Sixth  Regiment  Wis- 
consin Volunteers,  at  Patterson's  Park ;  Twentieth  Regiment  Indiana 
Volunteers,  on  Northern  Central  Railroad;  Third  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  at  Fort  McHenry;  Twenty-first  Regiment  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, near  Fort  McHenry;  Fifth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  at 
Federal  mil;  Fourth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers,  six  companies 
on  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  Railroad;  Fourth  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  four  companies  at  Mount  Clare;  Second  Regiment  Mary- 
land Volunteers,  five  companies  at  Mount  Clare:  Second  Regiment 
Delaware  Volunteers,  five  companies  at  Havre  de  Grace.  The  time  of 
these  five  last-named  companies  is  about  to  expire,  and  they  are  to  be 
replaced  by  the  four  companies  of  the  New  York  Fourth  at  Mount  Clare. 

I  had  occupied  all  the  important  eminences  nearest  to  Baltimore. 
The  removal  of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Wisconsin  compels  me  to  abandon 
two  of  them.  It  is  very  desirable  that  they  should  be  occupied  as  soon 
as  possible.  Two  companies  of  cavalry  have  arrived;  l)oth  are  without 
arms,  and  one  without  horses.  I  must  request  that  the  General-in-Chief 
will  onler  sabers  and  pistols  to  be  sent  to  me  from  Washington.  There 
is  nothing  here  but  Hall-s  carbines,  and  they  are  without  slings.  The 
Third  and  Fourth  New  York  Volunteers  came  here  from  Fort  Monroe  in 
a  state  of  disorganization.  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  restore  order  among 
tihem.    They  were  recruited  in  cities,  and  this  is  a  bad  place  for  them. 
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One  has  been  shut  up  in  the  fort  and  the  other  is  to  be  scattered  aa  a 
guard  to  the  railroad  bridges  between  Baltimore  and  Havre  de  Grace. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major- General  J  Commanding* 


War  Department, 
Washington^  Augmt  8,  1S6L 
Brigadier-General  Bosecrans, 

Commanding  Western  Virginia  .Department^  Oraftonij  Va,: 

Sib:  The  governor  of  Virginia  having  applied  to  the  Department  for 
the  arms,  ammunition,  and  camp  equipage  recently  captured  in  the  oper- 
ations in  Western  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  and  equipping 
the  Union  men  in  that  section  of  the  country,  you  will,  if  it  can  be  done 
mthout  injury  or  inconvenience  to  the  public  interest,  please  cause  the 
property  referred  to  to  be  delivered  to  Governor  Peirpoint,  at  Wheeling, 
Va.,  and  take  his  receipt  therefor. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 


Memorandum. 

Washington,  August  9, 1861. 

At  Potomac  Creek,  just  below  Aquia,  they  have  a  camp  with  four  field 
pieces  below  the  creek,  and  above  the  creek  there  is  every  appearance 
of  a  heavy  battery,  although  it  has  not  been  fired  to  our  knowledge.  At 
Aquia  Creek  it  has  been  reported  that  they  have  taken  over  flat-boats 
nnd  scows  from  the  Bappahannock.  The  steamer  Page  is  there  ready 
for  service  when  she  can  get  out. 

For  the  past  few  days  there  have  been  very  few  persons  seen  about 
there.  The  flags  on  the  batteries  have  been  hauled  down.  From  these 
circumstances,  and  from  the  apparent  quiet  on  the  river,  I  have  augured 
that  some  operation  is  going  on. 

At  Mathias  Point,  from  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  which  is 
through  the  blacks,  there  a*  e  300  or  400  men  about  2  miles  back  from 
the  ]x>int.  A  picket  is  said  to  be  kept  on  this  point,  although  they  have 
never  been  seen  in  the  daytime,  but  have  sevlBral  times  been  heard 
talking  and  laughing.  It  is  said  that  they  are  throwing  up  breastworks 
on  the  point,  though  as  yet  they  have  no  batteries. 

There  are  several  other  points  on  the  river  where  their  troops  are 
stationed,  and,  in  my  opinion,  in  all  the  inlets  and  creeks  the  enemy  are 
collecting  flat-boats  and  several  boats  of  all  kinds,  which  should  be 
destroy^. 

R.  H.  WYMAISr, 
Lieutenant-Commander^  Commanding  Steamer  Yanl'ee, 


Headquaeters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  August  11, 1861. 

Brig,  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  U,  8,  Volunteers^  Commanding^  &c. : 

Genebal:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  proceed  with  the  force 
placed  under  your  command  to  the  vicinity  of  Poolesville,  and  there 
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observe  the  Potomac  Eiver  from  the  Point  of  Bocks  to  Seneca  Mills. 
You  will  keep  the  main  body  of  yoor  force  united  in  a  strong  position 
near  Poolesville,  and  observe  the  dangerous  fords  with  strong  pickets, 
that  can  dispute  the  passage  until  re-enforced.  Keep  up  a  constant  com- 
munication with  Oeneral  Banks'  pickets  near  Point  of  Eocks^  as  well 
as  with  those  of  General  McCall  and  Colonel  Smith,  until  the  telegraphic 
communication  is  established.  Make  such  arrangements  as  will  enable 
you,  in  the  event  of  an  attack  in  force,  to  fall  back  on  General  McGall,  or 
to  enable  him  to  move  up  to  your  support  at  some  strong  position  which 
we  can  hold  with  the  force  at  our  dispell.  Should  you  see  the  opportunity 
of  capturing  or  dispersing  any  small  party  by  crossing  the  river,  yoa 
are  at  liberty  to  do  so,  though  great  discretion  is  recommended  in  mak- 
ing such  a  movement.  The  general  object  of  your  command  is  to  ob- 
serve and  dispute  the  passage  of  the  river  and  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
until  time  is  gained  to  concentrate  the  reserves  of  the  main  ibrce.  I 
leave  your  operations  much  to  your  own  discretion,  in  which  I  have  the 
fullest  confidence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- Oeneraly  Commanding, 


Headquabtebs,  August  12, 1861. 

Major-General  Banks,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Commanding^  &c,^  Sandy  HooJcj  Md. : 

Brigadier-General  Stone  has  been  assigned,  with  six  regiments,  a  bat- 
tery, and  a  company  of  cavalry,  to  watch  the  ferries  and  fords  between 
Great  Falls  of  the  Potomac  and  Point  of  Eocks.  His  headquarters  will 
be  at  Poolesville.    He  will  communicate  with  yon  on  his  arrival. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


*  Headquarters  Department  op  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore^  Md,^  August  12,  18G1. 

Col.  E.  D.  TOWTISEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Headquarters  of  the  Army  : 

Colonel  :  The  importance  of  this  city,  not  only  in  its  relations  to 
the  State  of  Maryland,  but  to  the  capital  of  the  country,  suggested  to 
me  at  an  early  day  after  assuming  the  command  of  this  department  the 
necessity  of  a  better  system  of  defense  than  we  have  now.  The  few 
regiments  in  x)osition  here  are  scattered  over  too  large  a  surface  to  sup- 
port each  other,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  within  the  public  grounds 
which  siirround  Fort  McHenry,  none  of  them  are  covered  by  defensive 
works.  They  occupy  eminences,  not  one  of  which  could  be  held  against 
a  superior  force.  The  hostile  feeling  which  exists  in  the  city,  and  which 
does  not  even  seek  to  disguise  itself,  indicates  the  absolute  necessity  of 
occupying  and  fortifying  a  commanding  position  nearer  than  Fort  Mc- 
Henry. The  latter  may  reduce  the  city  to  ashes,  but  it  is  too  distant 
to  assail  particular  localities  without  injury  to  others.  I  do  not  under- 
rate the  value  of  this  fort.  It  controls  the  commerce  of  the  city,  and 
I  think  it  needs  to  be  protected  from  a  possible  bombardment  iY'om  a 
height  about  200  feet  more  elevated,  and  about  2  miles  distant,  in  a 
northerly  direction.    Of  this  I  shall  speak  hereafter. 

But  I  desire  first  to  call  the  attention  of  the  General-in-Chief  to  the 
propriety  of  intrenching  Federal  Hill.    He  is  no  doubt  familiar  with 
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the  locality.  It  is  aboat  80  feet  above  the  basin,  overlooks  it  througb- 
oat  its  whole  extent,  and  is  about  800  yards  from  the  wharves  and  the 
railroad  running  through  Pratt  street.  About  a  fortnight  ago  I  re- 
quested Major  Brewerton  to  survey  it,  and  ascertain  its  capacities  for 
defense  by  a  strong  intrenchment — one  which  could  be  held  against  a 
large  force  on  the  land  side  and  covered  on  the  water  side  with  a  heavy 
battery,  overawing  the  city,  and  capable,  from  its  proximity,  to  single 
oat  and  assail  particular  localities  in  case  of  an  outbreak.  When  I  re- 
quested Major  Brewerton  to  make  the  examination  the  place  was  occu- 
liied  by  the  Eighteenth  Begiment  of  Pennsylvania  Militia.  It  is  now 
occnpied  by  Colonel  Duryea's  Fifth  Begiment  of  Kew  York  Volunteers, 
or  the  National  Zouaves.  They  have  a  rifled  cannon,  three  howitssers, 
and  some  field  pieces,  belonging  to  Fort  Mc  Henry.  They  are  becoming 
well  drilled  as  artillerists,  but  have  no  breastworks.    I  propose,  then — 

1.  That  Federal  Hill  should  be  strongly  intrenched.  The  Zouaves 
will  do  the  greater  part  of  the  work. 

2.  That  the  height  before  referred  to  should  also  be  strongly  in- 
trenched. It  not  only  comman<Is  Fort  McHenry,  which  should  be  ren- 
dered secure  frombombanlment,  but  it  commands  every  other  eminence 
from  which  the  fort  can  be  assailed  and  overlooks  a  part  of  the  city 
which  is  rank  with  secession.  Th»  work  should  be  at  least  as  exten- 
sive as  Fort  Corcoran,  and  should  be  furnished  with  a  battery  of  heavy 
cannon  and  mortars.  This  work  can  be  chiefly  done  by  the  volunteer 
regiments,  if  I  can  have  the  force,  which  in  my  letter  of  the  24th  of 
July  I  considered  necessarj'  for  the  security  of  the  city  and  State. 

I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  Fort  McHenry.  It  is  very  strong  on  the 
water  side,  but,  like  most  of  our  harbor  fortifications,  was  constructed 
with  no  special  reference  to  attack  by  land.  The  approach  from  Balti- 
more is  faced  by  a  curtain,  which  was  only  designed  for  infantry.  Major 
Morris,  who  has  done  all  for  the  work  it  is  capable  of,  has  placed  some 
mortara  behind  it,  but  there  is  no  room  for  cannon.  I  suggested  to 
Major  Brewerton  the  construction  of  an  outwork  between  the  two  bas- 
tions which  this  curtain  connects.  It  should  be  a  i)ermauent  work,  and, 
with  the  prevailing  indications,  it  would  be  wise  to  make  preparations 
for  a  long-continued  contest.  If  the  suggestions  I  have  made  are 
carried  out,  I  think  the  city  of  Baltimore  can  be  controlled  under  any 
circumstances.  I  have  thought  proper  to  make  them  before  asking  the 
engineer  for  plans,  for  the  reason  that  a  gentlemen  for  whose  judgment 
I  have  a  great  respect  thought  such  ini&oations  of  a  determination  to 
overawe  the  city  would  increase  the  bad  feeling  existing  there.  I  do 
not  agree  with  him.  I  do  not  think  the  secessionists  could  be  more  in- 
temperate than  they  are  now,  and  the  Union  men  would  be  encouraged 
and  strengthened  by  such  a  demonstration. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


General  Obdebs,  )  Hdqbs.  Cobps  of  Observation, 

No.  1.  )  Bookvilley  August  12, 1861. 

By  virtue  of  orders  from  Headquarters  Division  of  Potomac,  dated 
August  10,  1861,  the  undersigned  assumes  command  of  the  forces  of 
the  United  States  along  the  line  of  the  Potomac  between  Point  of  Bocks 
and  Seneca  Falls,  including  the  forces  at  both  places. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  Oenerah 
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Headquabtebs  of  the  Abmy, 

August  13, 1861. 

Major-General  Banks,  U.  8.  A., 

Commanding^  &c*y  Sandy  Hociky  Md. : 

Yoa  are  authorized  to  withdraw  your  batteries  and  troops  from  Mary- 
land Heights  and  Harper's  Ferry,  leaving  a  guard  to  observe  the  enemy, 
and  to  take  such  X)osition  with  your  army  as  you  deem  best,  between 
Frederick  and  the  Potomac  and  on  either  side  the  Monocacy,  to  ob- 
serve the  enemy  across  the  Potomac  and  protect  the  canal.  If  involved 
in  or  threatened  with  active  operations  you  may  absorb  the  upper  part 
of  Stone's  command  or,  in  an  extreme  case,  the  whole  of  it  within  year 
reach. 

WIXFIELD  SCOTT. 


Headquabtebs  Coeps  op  Obsebvation, 

Eockville,  August  13,  ISGl. 

Maj.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General^  Headquarters  Division  of  Potomac: 

Ma  job  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday 
morning  with  Battery  I,  First  U.  8.  Artillery.  Found  here  the  Tam- 
many [Forty -second  New  York]  Begiment  and  Second  New  York  State 
]\Iilitia  [Eighty-second  New  York  Volunteers]. 

The  streams  are  swollen  by  the  heavy  rains  and  the  roads  are  heavy 
and  badly  cut  up. 

Inexperienced  management  of  the  trains  has  caused  delay  in  the 
anival  of  a  large  portion  of  the  wagons  of  the  Tammany  Eegiment,  and 
it  cannot  advance  until  some  of  the  delayed  wagons  arrive. 

I  go  to-day  to  Seneca,  and  shall,  if  practicable,  move  the  artillery  and 
one  regiment  of  infantry  to  Darnestown. 

The  Second  New  York  Begiment  is  weak  in  numbers  and  greatly  dis- 
organized.   No  dependence  can  be  placed  in  it  for  some  time  to  com0. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier*Generaly  Commanding. 


Wab  Depabtment, 
Washington^  August  14, 1861. 
Maj.  Albebt  J.  Myeb,  Signal  Officer : 

Sib:  You  will  at  once  and  with  the  utmost  expedition  establish  a  sys- 
tem of  signals  along  the  line  of  the  Potomac  through  Maryland,  connect- 
ing the  column  under  Major-Oeneral  Banks  with  those  under  Brigadier- 
Generals  Stone  and  McCall  and  the  forces  in  and  about  this  city.  Should 
you  find  it  necessary,  you  are  authorized  to  purchase  a  small  telegraphic 
train,  to  aid  you  to  communicate  with  those  points  which  cannot  be 
reached  by  signals,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  telegraphic  fund.  Major- 
General  McClellan  will  be  directed  to  give  you  the  necessary  aid  by 
details  of  officers  and  men  from  the  respective  columns  and  also  Major- 
General  Banks. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War, 
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Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washingtofiy  August  14, 1861. 
lAeaL  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Commanding  U.  8.  Army: 

General  :  I  am  informed  by  Brigadier-General  McDowell  that  G2 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the  Second  Begiment  of  Maine 
Volunteers  have  formally  and  positively,  and  in  the  presence  of  their 
regiment,  refused  to  do  any  farther  duty  whatever,  falsely  alleging  that 
they  are  no  longer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  I  concur  in  tbe 
suggestion  of  General  McDowell  that  this  combined  insubordination,  if 
not  open  mutiny,  should  be  immediately  repressed;  and  I  approve  of  Lis 
recommendation  that  the  insubordinate  soldiers  snould  be  immediately 
transferred  in  arrest  and  without  arms  to  the  Dry  Tortugas,  there  to 
perform  such  fatigue  service  as  the  commanding  officer  there  may  as- 
sign to  them,  untU  they  shall  by  their  future  conduct  show  themselves 
worthy  to  bear  arms. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  14, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  AKdrew  Porter, 

Frovost-Marshaly  &c.,  Washington^  D.  C. : 

General  :  The  brigade  commander  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Begiment 
New  York  Volunteers  having  reported  that  the  regiment  is  in  a  state  of 
open  mutiny,  Major-General  McGlellan  directs  that  yon  proceed  with  a 
battery,  the  two  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  at  the  Park  Hotel,  and 
as  many  companies  of  regular  infantry  as  you  may  deem  proper,  to  the 
encampment  of  that  regiment.  On  your  arrival  there  you  will  order 
such  as  are  willing  to  move  to  march  out  of  the  camp,  leaving  the  dis- 
affected portion  of  the  regiment  by  themselves.  You  will  then  order 
the  latter  portion  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  will  put  them  under  a 
strong  guard.    The  ringleaders  you  will  put  in  double  irons. 

You  are  authorized,  if  necessary,  to  use  force  to  accomplish  the  object. 
Beport  the  result  as  soon  as  possible.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUBN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Wheeling,  Va.,  A^tgust  15, 1861. 
Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War: 

Lee  has  one  body  of  8,000  men  near  Monterey,  in  Highland :  another 
force  of  equal  if  not  greater  strength  is  this  side  of  Huntersville.  Still 
another  body  of  considerable  size  is  marching  by  the  way  of  Mingo  Flats 
on  to  Huttonsville.  We  have  no  force  guarding  the  ]\IiDgo  Flats  road. 
Bosecrans  is  at  Clarksburg,  a  respectful  distance.  For  God's  sake  send 
us  more  troops  and  a  general  to  command,  or  else  we  are  whipped  in 
less  than  ten  days. 

*  See  report  No.  1,  of  recoiiDaissance  September  11, 1861,  to  Lewinsville,  dec,  p.  168. 
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The  Hantersville  force  and  Wise  and  Floyd's  force  are  all  moving  on  rs 
by  the  way  of  Mingo  Flats,  and  we  are  without  any  guard  or  fortiiica- 
tions  to  that  pass. 

JOHN  S.  OAELILB. 


Headquabtbbs  Dbpabtment  op  the  Shenandoah, 

August  15, 1861. 
Col.  E.  D.  TowTXSBKDj  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  by  telegram  of  the  13th  and  by 
order  of  the  14th  instant,  both  of  which  were  duly  received,  I  have  made 
preparations  to  change  the  position  of  this  column  to  a  point  between 
Frederick  and  the  Potomac  Biver,  leaving  at  this  post  a  corps  of  ob- 
servation, and  providing  for  the  protection  of  the  canal  and  river  as 
directed.  A  portion  of  our  force  (Colonel  Geary's  regiment)  was  sent 
to  Poiu  t  of  Rocks  on  Tuesday  evening.  The  movement  of  the  main  part 
of  the  column  will  be  speedily  completed.  Everything  is  quiet  at  that 
point  now.  A  few  rebels  have  shown  themselves  opposite  Sharpsbnrg, 
where  a  regiment  (Thirteenth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Leonard)  is  sta- 
tioned. I  send  an  intercepted  letter  from  Bichmond,*  which  represents 
the  opinion  of  a  portion  of  the  people  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding, 


Headquabtebs,  August  16, 1861. 

Major-General  Banes,  Oammanding^  d^.^  Sandy  Rooky  Md.: 

In  approximating  your  forces  to  those  lower  down  the  Potomac,  I 
think  it  best  to  cross  the  Monocacy,  in  order  to  have  that  river  as  a  line 
of  defense. 

WINFIBLD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  August  16, 1861. 

General  Banks,  Commanding^  Sandy  Hook: 

From  information  received  this  evening  it  is  deemed  important  that 
the  change  of  position  ordered  by  Gencral-in-Cbief  should  be  made 
without  delay.    What  part  of  your  command  has  been  moved  f 

SIMON  CAMBBON, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Headquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore^  Md,^  August  16, 1861. 

Bdwabd  MgK  Hudson,  Aide-de-camp: 

SiB:  I  am  directed  by  Major-GeneralDix  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  the  15th  instant,  addressed  to  Brigadier- 
General  Dix,  commanding  Department  of  Baltimore,  and  inclosing 
paragraphs  from  newspapers  published  in  this  city.* 

He  requests  me  to  say  that  he  is  the  msy or  general  commanding  the 
Department  of  Pennsylvania,  composed  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania, 

*  Not  found. 
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Delaware,  and  all  of  Maryland  except  the  counties  of  Alleghany  and 
Washington,  which  belong  to  the  Department  of  the  Shenandoah,  and 
the  coonties  of  Fiederick,  Montgomery,  and  Prince  Gorge's,  which 
belong  to  the  Department  of  Washington.  If  any  changes  have  been 
made  in  his  command  he  has  no  information,  official  or  unofficial,  in 
respect  to  Uiem.  He  received  last  evening  a  dispatch,  signedLawrence 
A.  Williams,  aide-de-camp,  in  the  name  of  ^e  commanding  general  of  the 
division,  and  though  it  contained  nothing  more  definite  in  regard  to  the 
autbori^  from  which  it  emanated,  he  assumed  that  it  came  to  him  by 
direction  of  the  Government,  and  immediately  sent  for  the  agent  of  the 
Sun  newspaper,  the  proprietor  being  absent,  and  he  thinks  the  result 
of  the  interview  will  be  to  cause  a  discontinuance  of  exceptionable  arti- 
cles like  those  which  have  recently  appeared  in  that  paper. 

Major-Gencral  Dix  requests  me  to  say  to  Major-General  McGlellan 
that  hia  attention,  since  he  assumed  the  command  of  this  department, 
has  been  so  engaged  by  official  duties  that  the  course  of  the  secessionist 
papers  in  Baltimore  was  not  noticed  by  him  until  the  early  part  of  this 
week.  He  has.  been  considering  whether  the  emergency  would  not 
warr.int  a  suppression  of  the  papers  referred  to,  if,  after  wamingthem 
of  the  consequences  of  a  persistence  in  their  hostility  to  the  union, 
they  should  refuse  to  abstain  from  misrepresentations  of  the  conduct 
and  motives  of  the  Government  and  the  publication  of  intelligence  cal- 
culated to  aid  and  encourage  the  public  enemy.  It  was  his  intention 
in  a  matter  of  so  much  gravity— one  affecting  so  deeply  the  established 
opinions  of  the  country  in  regard  to  the  frmlom  of  the  press — to  ask 
the  direction  of  the  Government  as  soon  as  he  should  feel  prepared  to 
recommend  a  definite  course  of  action.  In  the  mean  time  it  will  give 
him  pleasure  to  do  all  iu  his  power  to  suppress  the  publication  of  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  the  movements,  i>osition,  and  number  of  our  troops, 
as  Major-General  McGlellan  requests,  as  it  is  i>os8ible  that  orders  may 
have  been  issued  affecting  his  command  and  by  accident  not  have 
reached  him. 

Major-General  Dix  will  be  glad  to  receive  any  information  you  may 
have  in  regard  to  the  modification,  if  any  has  been  made,  of  General 
Orders,  No.  47  • 

I  am,  very  resi)ectfully,  yours, 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral, 


Hbadquaetees  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  August  16, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Roseceaks,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  the  OhiOj  ClarJcsburgj  Va^ : 

Telegram  of  the  16th  received.  Do  not  abandon  the  Gauley.  Hold 
Bulltown,  Huttonsville,  and  the  works  in  front  of  it.  One  regiment, 
or  at  most  two,  should  now  suffice  for  Bed  House  and  Grafton.  Clarks- 
burg and  the  line  of  railroad  may  be  temporarily  weakened  or  aban- 
doned. Attack  the  enemy  on  Cranberry  or  wherever  he  debouches, 
always  having  intrenchmeuts  in  your  rear.  You  have  the  advantage 
of  a  central  position  within  the  mountains.  Must  use  your  intrench- 
ments  to  check  the  enemy  with  small  forces,  while  by  rapid  movement 
you  attack  his  columns  in  succession  with  overwhelming  forces.    Never 

•  Of  July  25, 1861,    See  p.  763,  Vol.  n,  of  this  aeries. 
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wait  for  bim  to  attack  your  maiii  colamn,  bat  crash  the  enemy  nearest 
to  yoa  and  then  go  after  the  next.  Take  no  tents  in  yonr  movements, 
and  march  with  the  ntmost  rapidity.  Ton  have  a  most  brilliant  oppor- 
tunity. Two  regiments  have  been  ordered  from  Ohio  to  Fremont;  all 
the  rest  are  at  your  disi)Osal  as  they  ai«  organized.  I  need  here  for  the 
defense  of  the  capital  every  regiment  that  can  be  spared,  and  onght  to 
take  all  that  Ohio  can  fomitth.  It  woald  be  better  to  nse  in  person  the 
regiments  yoa  now  have  before  asking  for  any  more. 

GEO.  B.  MoOLBLLAN, 
Majar-Oeneraly  U,  8.  Army^  Commanding, 


Headquabtebs  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Wa^hingUmj  Avgust  16, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  W.  S.  Boseobans,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Department  of  the  OhiOy  Clarkahurg^  Va. : 

The  reason  of  my  commnnication  was  that  I  have  learned  from  the 
most  reliable  authority  that  Cheat  Mountain  Pass  was  not  fortified  as  I 
directed,  bat  only  in  a  temporary  way.  This  is  confijmied  by  date  of 
August  15.  Carry  out  my  previous  instructions  to  the  fullest  extent 
Leave  at  the  Bed  House  the  minimum  force  necessary  to  hold  the 
works  near  there.  Occupy  Kanawha  Valley  with  the  minimum  force 
necessary  to  hold  the.  Gauley  Pass.  Secure  Grafton  and  the  railroad 
line  thence  to  Benwood  by  the  smallest  i)ossible  force.  Disregard,  for 
the  present,  the  interior  of  Western  Virginia,  or  else  hold  it  with  yonr 
worst  troops,  who  are  not  fit  to  take  the  field.  Concentrate  the  re- 
mainder of  your  available  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Huttonsville,  placing 
a  strong  reserve  at  that  point,  and  occupying  the  works  on  the  Cheat 
Mountain  and  the  Huntersville  road  with  a  force  sufficient  to  hold  them 
until  support  can  arrive.  Strengthen  both  of  these  fortifications  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  and  take  there  all  your  available  artillery.  Make  a 
strong  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  works  towards 
Huntersville,  and  if  i)ossible  drive  them  out  before  their  works  are 
completed  and  their  force  concentrated.  Communicate  this  at  once  hy 
telegraph  to  Beynolds. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
Major-Oeneraly  U,  8,  Armyy  Commanding. 


Genebal  Obdebs,  )        Hdqrs.  Division  op  the  Potomac, 

Ko.  4.  i  Wofihingtonj  August  16, 1861. 

All  passes,  safe-conducts,  and  x>ermits,  heretofore  given,  to  enter  or 
go  beyond  tne  lines  of  the  U.  S.  Army  on  the  Virginia  side  of  the 
Potomac  are  to  be  deemed  revoked,  and  all  such  papers  will  hereafter 
emanate  only  fh>m  the  War  Department,  the  headquarters  of  the  U.  S. 
Army,  or  of  this  division,  or  from  the  provost-marshal  at  Washington. 
Similar  passes  will  be  required  to  cross  the  river,  by  bridge  or  boat, 
into  Virginia. 

Strict  military  surveillance  will  be  exercised  within  the  lines  of  the 
Army  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  upon  all  the  avenues 
of  every  kind,  by  land  and  water,  leading  to  and  from  the  city  of 
Washington,  as  well  over  persons  holding  passes  as  aU  others.  Passes 
will  not  be  required  at  or  within  the  lines  of  the  Army  north  of  the 
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Potomac,  but  disloyal  or  suspected  i)eisoD8  will  be  liable  to  arrest  and 
deteDtion  until  discharged  by  competent  authority,  and  contraband 
articles  will  be  seized. 

Officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  will  obtain  passes  as  heretofore 
ordered. 

All  complaints  of  improper  arrests,  seizures,  or  searches,  made  or 
purporting  to  be  made  under  military  authority,  will  be  received  by 
the  proi>er  brigade  commanders  or  provost-marshals,  who  will  at  once 
investigate  the  same,  and  in  each  instance  make  report  to  these  head> 
quarters. 

By  command  of  Mi^or-Oeneral  McGlellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 


Sandy  Hook,  near  Harper's  Ferrt, 

August  17, 186L 

Col.  £.  D.  TOWNSEND,  Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Sib  :  We  greatly  need  more  artillery.  Major  Doubleday's  battery  is 
very  heavy  for  field  service.  Excluding  that,  we  have  but  fourteen 
pieces.  This  is  wholly  insufficient  for  active  service  in  the  new  posi- 
tion we  are  to  occupy.  Captain  Tompkins  has  recruited  a  company  in 
Ehode  Island,  which  arrived  here  last  night.  The  battery  is  in  Wash- 
ington; the  company  here.  Either  the  battery  should  be  sent  to  us  or 
the  company  ordered  to  Washington.  We  wait  instructions  upon  this 
subject.  I  most  earnestly  press  upon  the  Commander-in-Chief  our 
necessities  for  an  increase  of  artillery,  and  hope  that  a  liberal  supply 
will  be  ordered  to  us  for  service  in  the  new  position  we  are  to  occupy. 

We  leave  one  regiment  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the  Second  Massachusetts, 
Colonel  Gordon;  one  at  Sharpsburg,  Coloncd  Leonard,  Thirteenth  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  one  at  Berlin,  Colonel  Donnelly,  Twenty-eighth  New  York. 
Colonel  Geary  is  at  Point  of  Bocks  since  Wednesday  night.  The  rest  of 
our  column  is  en  route  for  a  position  between  Frederick  and  the  Poto- 
mac east  of  the  Monocacy,  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief.  The  country  is  quiet  in  this  section.  No  more  than  the  usual 
cavalry  scouts  are  seen,  though  they  are  more  bold  and  active.  Some 
miles  south  of  Point  of  Bocks  Colonel  Geary  observed  a  force  moving  in 
the  direction  of  the  Potomac.  It  is  the  same  probably  that  has  been 
seen  at  Lovettsville,  Morrisonville,  and  towns  in  that  neighborhood,  and 
is  from  1,500  to  2,000  strong.  The  river  is  rising  and  rain  falls  lightly 
this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General,  Commanding, 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md,,  August  17, 1861. 
Col.  G.  W.  Ctjllum, 

Aide-de-Campj  Headquarters  of  the  Army: 

Colonel  :  I  inclose  a  map  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  which  I  have 
marked  the  eminences  we  examined  in  our  hasty  reconnaissance  of  yes- 
terday. I  have  numbered  them  in  the  order  in  which  we  visited  them, 
and  I  have  added  the  ascertained  elevation  of  each.  A  few  memoranda 
may  fix  more  firmly  in  your  mind  what  you  wished  to  remember : 
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1.  Federal  HiU^  S3  feet  6  inches  above  mean  high  tide.^lt  is  to  be  imme- 
diately intreDcbed  by  order  of  the  Generalin-Gbief  in  aooordance  with 
the  suggestions  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant.  Next  to  Fort  Mc- 
Henry  it  is  the  most  important  position  in  the  harbor  of  Baltimore. 
It  commands  the  railroad  through  Pratt  street  to  the  President-street 
depot,  the  entire  basin,  the  whole  lower  part  of  the  city,  and  in  the 
hands  of  an  enemy  might  be  dangerous  to  Fort  McHenry,  from  which 
it  is  2  miles  distant.  The  distance  to  Pratt  street  at  the  head  of  the 
basin  is  about  800  yards. 

2.  Pattereon^s  ParJcj  124  feet  9  inches  above  mean  high  tide. — A  com- 
manding position,  2  miles  from  Fort  McHenry,  and  would  be  veiy 
important  if  No.  3  (Potter's  Eace  Course)  were  not  to  be  fortified.  It  is 
surrounded  by  a  loyal  i>opnlation,  and  its  present  occupation  is  not  as 
necessary  as  that  of  No.  4  (the  McEim  mansion).  A  regiment  has  been 
encamped  there  until  recently.  It  has  been  unoccupied  since  the  7th 
instant,  when  the  Sixth  Wisconsin  Eegiment  was  ordered  to  Wash- 
ington. 

3.  Pottef^s  Race  Course^  ISO  feet  above  mean  high  tide. — A  strong  work 
on  this  height  is  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  Fort  McHenry,  which  it 
commands,  and  from  which  it  is  less  than  2  miles  distant  It  also  com- 
mands Patterson's  Park,  and  is  the  only  point,  with  the  exception  of  the 
latter  and  No.  4,  from  whiish  the  eighth  ward,  one  of  the  most  disloyal 
in  the  city,  can  be  assailed.  It  is  to  be  immediately  fortified  by  order 
of  the  Oeneral-in-Uhief. 

4.  McKim^s  Mansion^  119  feet  9  inches  above  mean  high  tide. — It  is  in 
the  eighth  ward,  and  commands  that  portion  of  the  city  as  effectually 
as  Federal  Hill  commands  the  lower  portion  and  the  basin.  For  con- 
trolling the  iK>pulation  of  the  city  and  suppressing  outbreaks  this  posi- 
tion is  second  only  to  the  latter.  It  was  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Wiscon- 
sin Eegiment  until  the  7th  instant,  when  that  regiment  was  ordered  to 
Washington.  If  I  had .  a  regiment  to  spare  I  should  place  it  here  in 
preference  to  Patterson's  Park.  It  has  excellent  and  ample  ground  for 
battalion  drill. 

5.  Steudrfs  Mansion^  Mount  ClarCj  184  feet  7  inches  above  mean  high 
tide. — This  position  is  important  from  its  vicinity  to  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  and  the  Mount  Clare  depot  on  that  road,  as  well  as  from 
the  relation  it  holds  to  the  direction  from  which  the  city  is  most  likely 
to  be  assailed  from  without.  It  is  occupied  by  the  Fourth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  numbering  823  men,  and  Nims'  Boston  Light  Artil- 
lery, numbering  156.  The  Second  Maryland  Regiment  (six  companies) 
is  encamped  on  the  line  of  the  same  railroad  and  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood with  579  men.    I  have  therefore  in  this  locality  1,558  men. 

My  force  is  disposed  as  follows: 

Fort  McHenry,  inside:  Regulars,  194;  outside:  Third  Ne^  York  Vol- 
unteers, 795 ;  Twenty -first  Indiana  Volunteers,  845.    Total,  1,834. 

Federal  Hill:  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  Colonel  Duryea,  1,028. 

Mount  Clare:  Fourth  Pennsylvania,  823;  Second  Maryland,  679; 
Nims'  Light  Artillery,  156.    Total,  1,558. 

Agricultural  Ground,  north  of  the  city:  Two  companies  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  unequipped,  213.    Grand  total,  4,633. 

My  effective  force  is  under  4,000.  I  need  three  regiments  more.  The 
first  I  shall'  place  at  No.  3  (Potter's  Eace  Course)  to  work  on  the  pro- 
posed intrenchments ;  the  second  at  No.  4  (McKim's  mansion)  to  take 
care  of  the  eighth  ward,  and  the  third  at  No.  2  (Patterson's  Park)  until 
No.  3  is  fortified.  The  home  guard  is  in  course  of  organizing  in  the 
city,  and  I  think  can  be  armed  next  week.    It  will  number  ^  men. 
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We  have  notbiug  for  them  bnt  flint-lock  mnskets  or  Hall's  breech- 
loading  rifles,  also  with  flint  locks.  With  this  force  I  shoold  fed  safe 
except  from  external  attack.  In  case  of  an  advance  from  the  Potomac 
we  should  need  to  be  strengthened  in  some  proportion  to  the  number  of 
our  assailants. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Mt^'Oeneralj  Commanding, 


PooiiESViLLE,  Md.,  August  17, 1861. 
M%j.  S.  WiLLiAHS,  AasUtawt  Adjutant-Oeneral : 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  command  arrived  here 
the  day  before  yesterday.  The  main  body  is  encamped  around  the  vil- 
lage, while  Edwards  Ferry,  Conrad's  Ferry,  and  the  Monocacy  are 
occupied  by  strong  pickets. 

Small  bodies  of  the  enemy  appeared  yesterday  opi)08ite  Edwards 
Ferry  and  fired  on  a  canal-boat  passing  down.  The  fire  was  returned 
by  the  pickets  of  the  Minnesota  regiment,  without  result,  I  think,  on 
either  side. 

The  Thirty-fourth  New  York  Begiment  remains  at  Seneca.  Pickets 
are  thrown  out  to  connect  with  those  of  General  McCall  at  Oreat  Falls. 

The  weather  remains  most  unfavorable  for  any  movements,  and  the 
river  has  risen  considerably  in  consequence  of  the  rains.  Fording  is 
now  rendered  difficult  and  dangerous. 

I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  discover  the  presence  of  any  large  force 
opposite. 

Very  respectfolly,  I  am,  ms^or,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


General  Gsdebs,  )  Hbadquastebs  of  the  Abht, 

No.  15.  )  Washington^  August  17, 1861. 

The  Departn>ents  of  Wasbington  and  Northeastern  Virginia  will  be 
united  into  one,  to  which  will  be  annexed  the  Valley  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, the  whole  of  Maryland  and  of  Delaware,  to  be  denominated  the 
DeiKurtment  of  the  Potomac,  under  Miyor-General  McClellan — ^head- 
qaarters  Washington — who  will  proceed  to  organize  the  troops  under 
him  into  divisions  and  independent  brigades. 
By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Scott: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Division  op  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  August  18, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ghasles  P.  Stone,  U.  S.  A. : 

Genebax.  :  Your  letter  of  August  17, 10  p.  m.,  has  been  received.  In- 
formation received  from  General  Banks  to  day  confirms  the  belief  that 
the  enemy  intends  crossing  the  Potomac  in  your  vicinity  and  moving 
on  Baltimore  or  Washington.    There  are  also  strong  indications  of  their 
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intention  of  attempting  the  passage  of  the  Potomac  sonth  of  this  city, 
near  Aquia  Greek,  where  they  are  erecting  strong  batteries,  or  at  some 
other  point.  I  will  recommend  to  you  the  utmost  vigilance,  and  that 
you  continually  bear  in  mind  the  necessity  of  securing  your  retreat 
towards  Bockville  should  you  be  unable  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the 
enemy. 

General  Banks  will  be  instructed  to  move  up  to  your  support  in  case 
of  necessity,  and  will  also  be  instructed  to  efi'ect  his  retreat  in  the  same 
direction  in  conjunction  with  you  should  it  become  necessary.  It  is 
still  my  wish  that  the  enemy's  passage  and  subsequent  advance  should 
be  opposed  and  retarded  to  the  utmost  of  your  ability,  to  give  me  time 
to  make  my  arrangements  and  come  up  to  your  assistance. 

A  general  order  has  been  issued  merging  the  Departments  of  North- 
eastern Virginia,  the  Shenandoah,  and  Baltimore  into  the  Department 
of  the  Potomac,  under  my  immediate  command. 

Steps  have  been  taken  which  will  secure  us  a  large  re-enforcement 

during  the  coming  week. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 
Major-Oeneraly  U,  8.  Amiy^  Commanding  Department, 


Headquabtebs  Corps  of  Observation, 

PoolesvillCj  August  19, 1861 — 1  p.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  George  B.  MgGlellan, 

Commanding  Division  Potoma>Cy  Washington,  D,  0. : 

General  :  Your  letter  No.  1,  of  yesterday's  date,  is  just  received.  I 
have  made  and  caused  to  be  made  the  most  careful  examinations  prac- 
ticable of  the  opposite  side  of  the  Potomac  in  front  of  my  x>ositiou,  and 
believe  that  the  only  force  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  a  regiment  of 
Mississippi  troops  at  Leesburg  and  one  of  Mississippi  or  South  Caro- 
Una  troops  on  Goose  Creek.  The  enemy  appear  to  be  throwing  up 
additional  intrenchments  about  3^  miles  back  from  Edwards  Ferry,  on 
the  Leesburg  road,  in  an  excellent  position  for  guarding  the  approach 
to  Leesburg,  but  good  for  nothing  for  ofiensive  operations.  These 
works  were  commenced  previous  to  the  battle  at  Bull  Bun,  and  are 
now  being  extended,  according  to  report.  These  works  might  be 
reached  by  shot  from  a  rifled  gun  planted  on  the  heights  above 
Edwards  Ferry. 

The  troops  of  this  command  are  now  posted  as  follows,  commencing 
on  the  right:  Three  companies  of  the  Second  New  York  Militia  [Eighty- 
second  Volunteers]  are  stationed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  with 
pickets  thrown  out  2  miles  above  and  the  same  distance  below,  connect- 
ing above  with  pickets  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  of  General 
Banks'  command.  This  outpost  is  supported  by  the  remainder  of  the 
Second  llegiment,  300  strong  only,  stationed  one-half  mile  from  Pooles- 
ville,  on  the  Monocacy  road.  A  picket  of  cavalry  patrols  the  vicinity 
of  the  Monocacy.  The  Tammany  [Forty-second  New  York]  regiment 
(Cogswell's)  is  stationed  1  mile  from  Poolesville,  on  the  road  to  Con- 
rad's Ferry,  and  has  four  companies  detached  to  watch  that  ferry.  The 
strength  of  this  regiment  is  531  in  camp,  besides  the  four  companies  on 
outpost.  The  outpost  at  Conrad's  throws  out  pickets  to  meet  those 
from  the  Monocacy  above  and  those  from  Edwards  Ferry  below.  The 
Minnesota  regiment  (Gorman's),  788  strong,  is  stationed  2^  miles  from 
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Poolesville,  on  the  road  to  Edwards  Ferry,  furnishing  an  outpost  of 
four  companies  to  that  ferry.  This  outpost  throws  out  pickets  to  meet 
those  from  Conrad's  on  the  right  and  those  from  Seneca  on  the  left. 
Seneca  being  8  miles  from  this  point,  I  have  left  an  entire  regiment 
there  at  the  crossing  of  the  river  road  and  the  road  from  Bockville. 
An  outpost  is  kept  on  the  river  bank,  throwing  out  pickets  to  meet 
Gorman's  above  and  Greneral  McCall's  below.  One  section  of  Hascall's 
battery  is  stationed  on  the  heights  above  Edwards  Ferry.  The  road 
from  Edwards  Ferry  to  Seneca  is  very  hilly  and  rough,  almost  im- 
practicable for  artillery  or  wagons. 

The  constant  rains  for  the  past  week  must  have  made  the  roads  very 
bad  on  the  low  grounds  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  and  have 
made  the  fords  at  least  a  foot  deeper.  If  there  exists  reliable  informa- 
tion that  a  crossing  is  intended  hero,  I  woold  respectfully  recommend 
that  two  additional  regiments  be  sent  here  and  a  few  long-range  guns. 
If  I  might  be  i>ermitted  to  express  a  preference,  I  would  ask  for  the 
Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Begiment,  now  in  Washington,  and  the  Ninth 
New  York  State  Militia  [Eighty-third  Volunteers]  now  with  General 
Banks.  There  was  a  rumor  here  yesterday  that  5,000  men  of  General 
Banks'  command  had  arrived  near  the  Monocacy,  but  I  was  at  the 
outpost  there  about  sunset,  and  could  see  nothing  of  troops,  camps,  or 
smokes. 

A  negro,  who  crossed  yesterday  fjrom  near  the  Monocacy,  informed 
me  that  two  regiments  of  Southern  troops  were  said  to  have  passed  up 
from  Leesburg  towards  Hillsborough,  Waterford,  and  Lovettsville  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  last,  and  this  story  was  confirmed  by  a 
civilian  belonging  to  Washington,  who  came  yesterday  fjt'om  the  Vir- 
ginia side  near  the  Point  of  B^ks. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral, 

The  enemy  keep  small  pickets  near  Edwards  and  Conrad's  Ferries, 
but  apparently  none  near  the  Monocacy.  Their  pickets  fire  on  ours 
and  on  canal  boats  passing  occasionally. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennstlyanla., 

Baltimore^  Jfd.,  August  19, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McGlellan, 

Commanding  Bivision  of  the  Fotonuio : 

General  :  In  obedience  to  the  direction  contained  in  your  dispatch 
by  telegraph  of  last  evening,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  return  of  the 
troops  in  this  department.  They  are  scattered  not  only  by  regiments, 
but  by  companies,  over  a  large  surface,  and  I  am  unable  to  furnish  a 
complete  return  of  all  up  to  a  later  date  than  the  1st  instant.  All  but 
one  are  up  to  the  16th  instant. 

I  also  inclose  copies  of  two  letters — one  of  the  12th,  and  the  other  of 
the  17th  instant — to  the  General-in-Chief,  concerning  the  defense  of  this 
city.*  The  latter,  intended  as  a  memorandum  or  memoir,  shows  the  dis- 
position of  my  force  in  this  immediate  neighborhood  and  the  aggregate 
of  each  regiment  and  corps  from  the  morning  reports  of  the  16th  instant. 
Accompanying  these  letters  is  a  map  of  the  city,  illustrating  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  defense. 


*  See,  under  these  dates,  pp.  558, 565. 
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ANNAPOLIS. 

The  First  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Yolnnteers,  headquarters  at  An- 
napolis, has  six  companies  there  and  four  at  Annapolis  Junction,  with 
detachments  from  both  stations  guarding  the  intermediate  bridges  and 
cross  roads. 

Contraband  goods  are  carried  across  this  line  to  the  lower  counties 
on  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland  bordering  on  the  Potomac,  and  sent 
into  Virginia  at  Mathias  Point  and  other  places. 

To  watch  it  eifectively  five  more  companies  are  needed ;  a  regiment 
would  be  better. 

THE  BELAY  HOUSE. 

The  Fourth  Begiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers  is  stationed  at  the  Belay 
House,  9  miles  from  Baltimore,  at  the  junction  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  and  the  Washington  Branch.  It  has  one  company  be- 
tween the  Belay  House  and  the  Annapolis  Junction,  and  has  detach- 
ments on  both  roads,  all  within  the  range  of  9  miles  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  regiment 

PHILADELPHIA,  WILMINaXON  AND  BALTIMOBE  BAILBOAD. 

The  Fourth  Begiment  Kew  York  Volunteers,  with  its  headquarters 
at  Havre  de  Grace,  is  guarding  the  Baltimore,  Wilmington  and  Phila- 
delphia Bailroad.    It  is  disposed  as  follows : 

At  Perry  ville,  on  the  east  side  of  Susquehanna,  one  company. 

At  Havre  de  Grace,  on  the  west  side  of  Susquehanna,  three  com- 
panies. 

At  Perrymansville,  9  miles  from  Susquehanna,  one  company. 

At  Bush  Biver,  12  miles  from  Susquehanna,  two  companies. 

At  Gunpowder  Biver,  24  miles  from  Susquehanna,  two  companies. 

At  Back  Biver,  7  miles  from  Baltimore,  one  company. 

NOBTHEBN  GENTBAL  BAILBOAD. 

The  Twentieth  Begiment  Indiana  Volunteers  is  guarding  the  North- 
em  Central  Bailroad  and  the  Pikesville  Arsenal.  Its  headquarters  are 
near  Cockeysville,  15  miles  from  Baltimore,  where  there  are  three  com- 
panies. There  is  one  company  at  the  Pikesville  Arsenal,  8  miles  from 
Baltimore,  and  the  other  six  are  scattered  along  the  line  of  the  i^ilroad 
in  detachments,  guarding  some  05  bridges  and  culverts  in  Maryland  and 
a  few  across  the  Pennsylvania  line.  The  position  and  strength  of  all  the 
other  regiments  and  corps  in  Maryland  are  shown  by  the  indosed  copy  of 
my  letter  of  the  17th  instant  to  Colonel  Cullnm,  aide-de-camp,  intended 
as  a  memoir  for  the  information  of  the  G^neralin-Chief.*  They  are  all 
in  and  around  Baltimore.  The  New  York  Third  and  the  Indiana  Twen- 
ty-first, outside  of  Fort  McHenry,  are  subject  to  heavy  details  for  de- 
tached service.  One  company-  of  the  former  is  guarding  a  powder-house 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  fort.  Two  companies  of  the  latter  are 
under  instruction  in  the  fort  as  artillerists,  and  two  others  are  guarding 
steamers  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  supplies  between  Baltimore 
and  Washington.    The  charters  of  these  steamers  are  about  to  expire. 

There  are  less  than  200  artillerists  in  Fort  McHenry  to  man  72  guns. 

*Seep.  565. 
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To  supply  this  deficiency  two  oompaoies  of  the  Twenty-first  Indiana 
Yolanteers  are  in  training. 

The  only  two  regiments  intact  are  the  Fifth  New  York  Yolanteers  and 
the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

Fort  Delaware  has  a  garrison  of  less  than  50  artillerists.  It  ought 
to  be  immediately  re-enforced  by  another  company. 

The  Fifth  New  York  Volunteers  is  well  drilled  in  the  schools  of  the 
soldier,  the  company,  and  the  battalion.  The  Third  and  Fourth  New 
York  Volunteers  are  tolerably  well  trained.  The  residue  of  the  regi- 
ments under  my  command  are  new  levies,  and  have  been  so  much  cut 
up  by  detached  service  that  they  have  had  no  opportunity  of  being  in- 
structed, except  in  the  school  of  the  soldier  and  the  company. 

In  regard  to  this  city  I  feel  safe  for  the  moment,  even  with  my  pres- 
ent inadequate  force ;  but  if  the  Confederates  should  cross  the  Potomac 
into  Maryland,  it  would  need  to  be  doubled  in  order  to  secure  us  against 
an  outbreak  on  the  part  of  the  disloyal  population.  I  have  never  put 
my  estimate  of  the  troops  required  in  and  around  Baltimore  at  less 
than  7,000. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Third  and  Fourth  Begiments  New  York 
Volunteers  are  greatly  demoralized.  I  had  serious  difficulty  with  the 
former  a  few  days  ago ;  but  by  prompt  and  rigorous  measures  the  in- 
subordination was  queued. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 

P.  S. — ^It  has  been  nearly  impossible  to  get  correct  returns  from  the 
volunteer  regiments  which  arrived  here  the  last  of  July,  those  particu- 
larly which  were  immediately  broken  up  and  put  on  detached  service. 
Those  around  the  city,  and  thus  within  our  reach,  make  their  morning 
reports  regularly,  but  with  the  others  we  have  great  trouble.  Our 
arrangements  are  now  made  to  get  reports  from  them  every  Monday 
morning,  and  I  hope  to  be  able,  within  the  next  two  or  three  days,  to 
send  you  a  full  return  up  to  this  morning. 

Since  finishing  my  letter  the  Sixteenth  Begiment  Massachusetts  Vol- 
unteers has  arrived,  and,  by  order  of  the  General-in-Chief,  goes  into 
camp  here. 


Headquarters  Department  of  the  SHENAia>oAH, 

Augwt  19,  1861. 

Colonel  Kenly^  First  Maryland  Regiment: 

Sir:  The  general  commanding  directs  that  upon  receipt  of  this  com- 
munication you  at  once  detach  from  your  regiment  as  follows : 

Two  companies  at  Antietam  Ford,  to  relieve  the  detachment  of  the 
Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Rcgunent  at  that  place. 

Two  companies  at  Shepherdstown  Ford,  to  relieve  the  detachment  of 
the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Begiment  at  that  place. 

One  company  in  vicinity  of  locks  and  ford  at  Shepherd's  Island,  also 
to  relieve  a  detachment  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

One  company  at  Dam  No.  4,  to  relieve  a  detachment  of  the  Thirteenth 
Massachusetts  Begiment. 

Headquarters  of  the  regiment  with  the  remaining  companies  to  be 
at  Williamsport 
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The  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Eegiment,  on  being  relieved,  will  be 
governed  by  orders  fiom  these  headquarters. 

In  view  of  the  recent  proclamation  of  the  President,  the  general 
directs  that,  as  far  as  is  in  your  power,  you  put  a  stop  to  all  iutercoorse 
whatever  with  the  State  of  Virginia  in  the  vicinity  of  your  posts. 

It  is  not  thought  probable  that  any  seiious  attack  will  for  the  present 
be  made  upon  any  of  your  posts.    Should  you  be  forced  to  call  them 
in  and  retreat,  you  will  retire  upon  Frederick.    The  headquarters  will 
after  to-day  be  for  the  present  in  the  vicinity  of  Hyattstown. 
Very  respectfuUy,  your  ob^ient  servant, 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneroL 


Heabquastebs  Division  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  August  20,  186L 

Maj.  Qeu.  John  A.  Dix,  Oommandingy  &€,,  Baltimarej  Md.: 

General:  Inclosed  I  send  you  an  order  for  Captain  De  Bnssy's 
company  (K),  Fourth  Artillery,  to  proceed  without  delay  to  this  city  to 
be  mounted.  The  services  of  that  company  are  indispensably  necessary 
at  this  place  with  a  light  battery.  I  desire  that  you  replace  the  com- 
pany at  Fort  McHenry  by  one  or  more  of  the  best  volunteer  companies 
under  your  command.  The  First  and  Fourth  Begiments  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  now  under  your  command,  are  required  here,  to  com- 
plete General  MoCall's  division.  I  wish  you  to  forward  them  to  this 
cily  as  soon  as  they  are  relieved  by  other  troops,  and  in  place  of  them 
you  are  authorized  to  detain  in  Baltimore  and  its  vicinity  any  three 
regiments  that  are  there,  except  Colonel  Black's  Pennsylvania  regiment 
and  the  Bhode  Island  regiment. 

This,  together  with  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts,  will  give  you  two 
additional  regiments.  As  soon  as  there  are  troops  enough  here  to  make 
the  capital  perfectly  secure,  I  propose  to  increase  your  command;  but 
for  the  present  I  think  the  safety  of  Baltimore  can  better  be  secured  by 
concentrating  troops  in  this  vicinity  than  by  leaving  them  there. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General^  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

BaltiTnorCj  Md.<,  August  20, 1S6I. 

His  Excellency  Thomas  H.  Higks,  Governor  of  Maryland : 

Sir  :  I  should  be  glad  to  know  your  opinion  in  regard  to  the  meas- 
ures which  should  iSd  adopted  to  break  up  the  active  comumnication 
manifestly  going  on  between  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  the 
Western  Shore  of  Virginia.  There  have  been  rumors  for  some  time 
that  there  is  a  rebel  camp  in  Northampton  County,  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia.  If  this  be  so,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  should  be 
broken  up.  Whatever  we  do  should  be  well  considered,  and  then  car* 
ried  out  with  promptness  and  vigor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Generaly  Commanding. 
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Navy  Department,  August  20, 1861. 

Bon.  Simon  Camebon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib  :  The  importance  of  keeping  open  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac 
is  so  obvious  that  no  argnment  is  necessary  on  the  subject.  So  far 
as  is  possible  this  Department  has  and  will  continue  to  discharge  its 
daty  in  this  matter  by  an  armed  flotilla ;  but  there  are  one  or  two 
points  where  shore  batteries  can  be  made  to  interrupt  communication, 
and,  in  view  of  that  danger  and  recent  information.  I  would  most 
urgently  request  that  immediate  measures  be  taken  oy  the  War  De- 
partment to  fortify  and  intrench  Mathias  Point.  A  single  regiment, 
aided  by  two  of  our  steamers,  could  heretofore,  and  i)erhaps  may  still, 
take  possession  of  and  secure  it.  But  if  more  than  a  regiment  is  re- 
quired, it  appears  to  be  indispensable  that  the  requisite  number  should 
be  furnished.  Attention  on  repeated  occasions  has  been  called  to  the 
particular  necessity  of  holding  that  place  as  absolutely  essential  to  the 
UDobstmcted  navigation  of  the  Potomac.  The  Navy  will  at  any  moment 
contribute  its  efforts  towards  seizing  and  holding  that  place,  and  I  ap- 
prehend there  should  not  be  any  delay.  Cannot  a  sufficient  force  be 
sent  down  forthwith  to  seize  and,  in  connection  with  such  armed  ves- 
sels as  we  can  order  for  that  pmrpose,  hold  Mathias  Point,  and  thus 
keep  open  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac!  I  understand  that  troops 
will  be  sent  to  the  Lower  Maryland  counties,  to  keep  the  peace  and 
prevent  batteries  ijrom  being  erected  on  the  left  bank.  This  is  a  timely 
and  wise  precaution,  but  it  is  equally  necessary  that  we  should  take 
possession  of  Mathias  Point.  Should  the  insurgents  get  possession  of 
that  point,  it  will  require  a  very  large  force  to  dispossess  them. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

inidoraemeni.] 

Bespectfnlly  referred  to  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Lieutenant- 

SIMON  CAMEEON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquabtebs  Corps  of  Observation, 

PootesvillCy  August  20, 1861. 

M%j.  S.  Williams,  Headquarters  Division  of  the  Potomac : 

Major  :  The  condition  of  this  command  remains  good,  and  to  all 
appearances  the  positions  of  the  enemy  have  not  changed  opposite  us 
since  my  letter  of  yesterday's  date  to  the  General  Commanding. 

I  am  still  under  the  impression  that  there  is  no  very  large  force  in 
my  immediate  front,  but  of  course  it  could  be  held  within  one  day's 
march  of  either  of  the  ferries  and  yet  be  out  of  view. 

The  river  is  not  deemed  fordable  here  to-day  in  consequence  of  the 
recent  rains;  but  should  the  rain  cease,  the  water  will  probably  fall  in 
forty-eight  hours  so  as  to  render  three  fords  passable. 

I  have  received  no  news  from  General  Banks'  command  directly; 
shall  send  up  the  river  to  learn  something  of  his  position  this  evening. 

K  there  is  any  reasonable  chance  of  an  attempt  to  cross  here,  I 
would  respectfully  ask  for  at  least  two  more  regiments  and  additional 
artillery. 
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My  cavalry  force  is  so  weak,  that  I  cannot  make  the  use  I  desire  to  of 
that  arm  without  breaking  down  both  horses  and  men. 

Very  respectfiilly,  I  am.  m%jor,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  Dbpasthent  of  the  Shenandoah, 

year  Buckeystoum^  Md.j  August  20, 1861. 

General  GEOBaB  B.  MgGlbllan,  Waahingtanj  D.  0.  : 

I  have  near  here  10,860  infantry,  549  artillerymen,  333  cavalry,  and 
fourteen  pieces  light  artillery.  At  Frederick  the  First  Maryland  Kegi- 
ment,  nearly  750,  and  the  Fourth  Gonnecticut  Begiment  nearly  750. 
At  Sharpsburg  nearly  1,000.  Detailed  report  will  he  sent  by  mail.  No 
news  here  this  evening. 

N.  P.  BANES, 
Major-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Headqttabtebs  Depabtmbnt  of  the  Shenandoah, 

Augwt  20, 1861. 

Golonel  Gbaby,  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Begiment: 

Sib:  The  General  Gommanding  directs  that  you  station  detachments 
from  your  regiment  at  the  different  fords  on  tlie  Potomac  River  from 
Harper's  Ferry  to  the  Monocacy  Aqueduct.  These  will  relieve  Golonels 
Donnellv's  and  €k>rdon's  regiments.  You  will  at  once  send  the  four 
pieces  or  the  Bhode  Island  Battery,  now  at  Point  of  Bocks,  to  rejoin  its 
brigade  at  this  place.  On  being  relieved  by  your  detachments,  Golonels 
Donnelly's  and  Gordon's  regiments,  with  the  two  guns  of  the  Bhode 
Island  Battery,  now  at  Berlin,  will  rejoin  their  respective  brigades. 

The  General  wishes  you  as  far  as  possible  to  put  a  stop  to  all  inter- 
course  with  the  State  of  Virginia  in  the  vicinity  of  your  posts.  Should 
you  be  forced  to  retire  by  largely  superior  forces  of  the  enemy,  you  will 
endeavor  to  concentrate  your  regiment  as  much  as  you  can  in  retreating 
and  retire  upon  Hyattstown,  where  your  brigade  will  be  for  the  present. 
You  will  at  once  send  off  all  your  baggage,  except  that  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessary.  In  case  you  are  forced  to  retreat,  you  will  destroy  the 
raikoad  and  telegraph  as  far  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Hbadquabtebs  Division  op  the  Potomao, 

August  20, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  Andbew  Pobtbb,  XT.  S.  A., 

Provost-Marshalj  Washington^  2>.  (7.  ; 

Genebal:  M^or-General  McGlellan  directs  that  throughout  the  day 
to-morrow  you  hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning  a  light 
battery,  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  as  many  companies  of  in&ntry 
as  you  may  deem  necessary,  to  put  down  a  mutiny  in  Golonel  Baker's 
Galifomia  Begiment. 
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Should  any  portion  of  that  regiment  mutiny  (and  there  is  now  some 
reason  to  sappose  that  they  will),  you  are  authorized  to  use  force  if  nec- 
essary to  queU  it  K  they  refuse  to  obey,  you  are  authorized  to  fire  on 
them. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUEN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


General  Orders,  \  Hbqbs.  Abhy  of  the  Potomao, 

No.  1.  )  Washington^  August  20, 1861. 

In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  15,  of  August  17, 1861,  fh>m 
the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  I  hereby  assume  command  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  comprising  the  troops  serving  in  the  former  Depart- 
ments of  Washington  and  Northeastern  Virginia,. in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  and  in  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Delaware. 

The  organization  of  the  command  into  divisions  and  brigades  will  be 
announc^  herc»Eifter. 

The  following-named  ofEicers  are  attached  to  the  staff  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac: 

Maj.  S.  Williams,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Gapt.  A.  y.  Golbum,  assistant  adjutant-general. 

Col.  B.  B.  Marcy,  inspector-general. 

Col.  T.  M.  Key,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  N.  B.  Swcitzer,  First  Cavalry,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  Edward  McEL  Hudson,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  aide-de-camp. 

Capt.  Lawrence  A.  Williams,  Tenth  Infantry,  aide-de-camp. 

Maj.  A.  J.  Myer,  signal  officer. 

Maj.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  chief  quartermaster. 

Maj.  H.  F.  Clarke,  chief  commissary. 

Surg.  C.  S.  Tripler,  medical  director. 

Maj.  J.  G.  Barnard,  chief  engineer. 

Maj.  J.  N.  Macomb,  chief  topographical  engineer. 

Capt  C.  P.  Kingsbury,  chief  of  ordnance. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  Stoneman,  volunteer  service,  chief  of  cavalry. 

Brig.  Geo.  W.  F.  Barry,  volunteer  service,  chief  of  artillery. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major-Oeneralj  U.  8.  Ai*my. 


Headquautebs  Abmy  of  Occupation, 

Glarksburgy  W.  Fa.,  August  20, 1861. 

To  the  Loyal  Citizens  of  Western  Virginia : 

You  are  the  vast  majority  of  the  i)eople.  If  the  principle,  of  self-gov- 
ernment is  to  be  respected,  yon  have  a  right  to  stand  in  the  position  you 
have  assumed,  faithful  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  Virginia  as  they 
were  before  the  ordinance  of  secession. 

The  Confederates  have  determined  at  all  hazards  to  destroy  the  GK)v- 
emment  which  for  eighty  years  has  defended  our  rights  and  given  us  a 
name  among  the  nations.  Contrary  to  your  interests  and  your  wishes 
they  have  brought  war  on  your  soil.  Their  tools  and  dupes  told  you 
yon  must  vote  for  secession  as  the  only  means  to  insure  peace;  that 
nnless  you  did  so,  hordes  of  abolitionists  would  overrun  you,  plunder 
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your  property,  steal  your  slaves,  abuse  your  wives  and  daughters,  seize 
upon  your  lands,  and  hang  all  those  who  opposed  them. 

By  these  and  other  atrocious  falsehoods  they  alarmed  you  and  led 
many  honest  and  unsuspecting  citizens  to  vote  for  secession.  Neither 
threats,  nor  fabrications,  nor  intimidations  sufficed  to  carry  Western 
Virginia  against  the  interests  and  wishes  of  its  people  into  the  arms  of 
secession. 

Enraged  that  you  dared  to  disobey  their  behests.  Eastern  Virginians 
who  hsd  been  accustomed  to  rule  you  and  to  court  your  votes  and  am- 
bitious recreants  from  among  yourselves,  disappointed  that  you  would 
not  make  good  their  promises,  have  conspired  to  tie  you  to  the  desper- 
ate fortunes  of  the  Confederacy  or  drive  you  from  your  homes. 

Between  submission  to  them  and  subjugation  or  expulsion  they  leave 
you  no  alternative.  You  say  you  do  not  wish  to  destroy  the  old  Gov- 
ernment under  which  you  have  lived  so  long  and  peacefully ;  they  say 
you  shall  break  it  up.  You  say  you  wish  to  remain  citizens  of  the 
united  States ;  they  reply  you  shall  join  the  Southern  Confederacy  to 
which  the  Bichmond  junta  has  transferred  you,  and  to  carry  their  will 
there,  Jenkins,  Wise,  Jackson  and  other  conspirators  proclaim  upon  your 
soil  a  relentless  and  neighborhood  war.  Their  misguided  or  unprin- 
cipled followers  re-echo  their  cry,  threa>tening  fire  and  sword,  hanging 
and  exile,  to  all  who  oppose  their  arbitrary  designs.  They  have  set 
neighbor  against  neighbor  and  friend  against  friend ;  they  have  intro- 
duced a  warfare  only  known  among  savages.  In  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations  and  humanity,  they  have  proclaimed  that  private  citizens  may 
and  ought  to  make  war. 

Under  this  bloody  code  peaceful  citizens,  unarmed  travelers,  and  sin- 
gle soldiers  have  been  shot  down,  and  even  the  wounded  ana  defense- 
less have  been  killed  j  scalping  their  victims  is  all  that  is  wanting  to 
make  their  warfare  like  that  which  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago  was 
waged  by  the  Indians  against  the  white  race  on  this  very  ground. 

You  have  no  other  alternative  left  you  but  to  unite  as  one  man  in  the 
defense  of  your  homes,  for  the  restoration  of  law  and  order,  or  be  sub- 
jugated or  driven  from  the  State. 

I  therefore  earnestly  exhort  you  to  take  the  most  prompt  and  vigor- 
ous measures  to  put  a  stop  to  neighborhood  and  private  wars.  You  must 
remember  that  the  laws  are  suspended  in  Eastern  Virginia,  which  has 
transferred  itself  to  the  Southern  Confederacy.  The  old  constitution 
and  laws  of  Virginia  are  only  in  force  in  Western  Virginia.  These  laws 
you  must  maintain. 

Let  every  citizen,  without  reference  to  past  political  opinions,  unite 
with  his  neighbors  to  keep  these  laws  in  operation^  and  thus  prevent  the 
country  from  being  desolated  by  plunder  and  violence,  whether  com- 
mitted in  the  name  of  secessionism  or  Unionism. 

I  conjure  all  those  who  have  hitherto  advocated  the  doctrine  of  seces- 
sionism as  a  political  opinion  to  consider  that  now  its  advocacy  means 
war  against  the  peace  and  interests  of  Western  Virginia.  It  is  an  in- 
vitation to  the  Southern  confederates  to  come  in  and  subdue  you,  and 
proclaims  that  there  can  be  no  law  or  right  until  this  is  done. 

My  mission  among  you  is  that  of  a  fellow-citizen,  charged  by  the 
Government  to  expel  the  arbitrary  force  which  domineered  over  you,  to 
restore  that  law  and  order  of  which  you  have  been  robbed,  and  to  main- 
tain your  right  to  govern  yourselves  under  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  States. 

To  put  an  end  to  the  savage  war  waged  by  individuals,  who  without 
warrant  of  military  authority  lurk  in  the  bushes  and  waylay  messengers 
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or  shoot  sentries,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  hold  the  neighborhood  in  which 
these  outrages  are  coinmitted  responsible ;  and  unless  they  raise  the 
hae  and  cry  and  pursue  the  offenders,  deal  with  them  as  accessaries  to 
the  crime. 

Unarmed  and  i)eacefrd  citizens  shall  be  protected,  the  rights  of  pri- 
vate property  respected,  and  only  those  who  are  found  enemies  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  peace  of  Western  Virginia  will  be 
disturbed.  Of  those  I  shall  require  absolute  certainty  that  they  will  do 
no  mischief. 

Put  a  stop  to  needless  arrests  and  the  spread  of  malicious  reports. 
Let  each  town  and  district  choose  five  of  its  most  reliable  and  energetic 
citizens  a  committee  of  public  safety,  to  act  in  concert  with  the  civic  and 
military  authorities  and  be  responsible  for  the  preservation  of  peace 
and  good  order. 

Citizens  of  Western  Virginia,  your  fate  is  mainly  in  your  own  hands. 

If  you  allow  yourselves  to  be  trampled  under  foot  by  hordes  of  dis- 
turbers, plunderers,  and  murderers,  your  land  will  become  a  desolation. 
If  3*ou  stand  firm  for  law  and  order  and  maintain  your  rights,  you  may 
dwell  together  peaceftilly  and  happily  as  in  former  days. 

W.  S.  EOSBCEAKS, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  U.  8.  Armyj  Oomfnanding. 


Headquarters  Department  of  Pennsylyania, 

Baliimorej  Md.j  August  21, 1861. 

Gapt. Edward  McK.  RxwsoVy  Aide deCamp : 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  in  error  in  supposing  that  I  have 
the  means  of  effectually  blockading  the  Patuzent  I  have  but  two  rev- 
enue cutters  at  my  disposal,  both  sailing  vessels,  the  Forward  and  tiie 
Hope.  The  former  belongs  to  the  revenue  service,  but  is  in  bad  order 
and  ought  to  be  hauled  up  for  repairs.  The  latter  is  a  yacht,  which 
her  owner,  who  commands  her,  offered  for  gratuitous  service.  She  lies 
opposite  Fort  McHenry,  and  has  been  very  useful  and  efficient.  She 
is  entirely  unsuited  to  the  service  which  would  be  required  of  her  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  bay.  Armed  steamers  are  indispensable.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  promised  me  four  steamers  of  from  three  to  four 
hundred  tons.  With  these  I  thought  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Ohesa- 
})eake  north  of  the  Potomac  could  be  effectually  controlled.  I  inclose  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  him  of  the  8th  instant,*  explaining  the  necessity  for 
such  a  force.  My  opinion  still  is  that  nothing  short  of  it  will  suffice  to 
break  up  the  illicit  commercial  intercourse  carried  on  between  the  East- 
em  Shore  of  Maryland  with  Virginia  through  the  Patuxent  and  Potomac 

I  have  twice  called  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  rebel  camp  in  Northampton  County,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Virginia,  which  is  a  nucleus  of  disaffection  for  Accomacand  the  counties 
on  tiie  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  up  to  the  Delaware  line.  It  is  very 
imi)ortant  that  it  should  be  broken  up.  Two  regiments,  with  a  discreet 
commander,  could  march  through  this  important  district  and  put  down 
all  opposition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-  Oeneralj .  Commanding. 

*  Printed  in  Series  UI,  YoL  L 
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Headquastebs  Department  of  the  Shenandoah, 

Near  HyatUiown^  Md,^  Auguit  21, 1861. 

Colonel  Leonard,  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment: 

Sir  :  In  view  of  instmctions,  received  this  day  fh>m  headquarters  of 
the  Army  in  Washington,  it  becomes  necessary  for  you  to  take  post  in 
the  vicinity  of  Harp^s  Ferry.  The  Commanding  General  directs  that 
you  proceed  with  your  regiment  to  Sandy  Hook,  and  to  take  post  on  the 
Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac,  so  as  to  prevent  an  enemy  from  crossing 
at  the  ford  or  ferry,  and  to  hold  the  Maryland  Heights. 
Very  respecranlly, 

EOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


Headquarters  of  the  Arhy, 

Washington^  August  22^  1861. 

M%jor-General  MoOlellan,  U.  S.  A., 

Oammanding  Department  of  the  !Potomao : 

Sir:  The  General-in-Chief  directs  me  to  say  that,  on  information  con- 
sidered by  the  War  Department  as  important  and  reliable,  orders  were 
given  to  Major-General  Dix,  commanding  in  Baltimore,  to  stop,  untQ 
further  orders,  all  boats  between  Baltimore  and  Saint  Mary's  or  the 
neighboring  counties  of  Maryland  and  Virginia.  This  order  was  given 
the  15th  instant.  Permission  was  given  the  18th  for  a  steamboat  to 
make  one  trip  to  bring  away  families  left  behind. 

The  Hon.  Beverdy  Johnson,  of  Baltimore,  proposes  that  the  boats 
shall  be  permitted  to  renew  their  trips  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
ireight  only,  without  the  privilege  of  taking  passengers,  under  such 
guard  or  regulations  as  may  be  necessary  for  tiie  public  safety.  The 
object  of  this  arrangement  would  be  to  enable  the  loyal  people  of  Mary- 
land to  send  their  produce  to  the  Baltimore  market,  as  they  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  General-in-Chief  wishes  you  to  refer  this 
proposition  to  M^jor-General  Dix,  and  if  he  thinks  well  of  it,  to  have  it 
carried  into  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  veiy  respeotfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GenerdL 


Senega,  August  22,  1861^ 
Mi^.  S.  Williams, 

Asst.  Adjt  Oen.j  Hdqrs.  Division  of  the  Potomac: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  Miyor- 
General  Commanding,  that  all  is  quiet  throughout  my  lines ;  no  change 
opposite. 

This  morning  there  was  cannon  firing  near  Leesburg,  either  two 
salutes  or  practicing;  more  probably  the  latter. 

G^.neral  Banks  is  at  Hyattstown^  some  9}  or  10  miles  northeast  of 
Poolesville,  connecting  with  my  position  by  a  reasonably  good  road,  and 
with  Rockville  by  an  excellent  one. 

I  fear  there  is  too  much  nervousness  on  my  ri^ht — ^that  is,  in  the 
command  of  Colonel  Geary,  at  Point  of  Books.  His  ambulances  came 
hastily  into  my  camp  this  morning,  having  been  sent  off  at  10  p.  m.  last 
night.    The  river  is  not  fordable  for  wagons  or  artillery  at  this  time. 
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I  am  unable  to  discover  any  signs  of  laft  or  boat  preparation,  and  the 
only  signs  of  the  enemy  on  the  bank  are  small  pickets,  while  there  are 
no  signs  of  large  camiw  except  at  Leesbnrg  and  on  Goose  Greek.  Those 
two  do  not  appear  very  extensive,  say  for  one  or  two  regiments  each. 
With  a  long-range  rifle  cannon  I  coold  stir  np  the  intrendmients  erected 
for  the  defense  c^  Leesbnrg,  and  perhaps  make  them  betray  the  power 
of  their  ffnns,  if  they  have  any  in  i>osition,  which  I  donbt 

M^jor  Myer,  signal  officer,  arrived  at  Poolesville  this  morning,  and  will 
make  trials  to-night  between  my  left  and  Gk^neral  Banks'  position. 

I  would  respecSfolly  request  that  General  McGall's  force  at  Big  Falls 
may  be  instmcted  to  throw  oat  pickets,  say  4^  miles  above  that  position, 
to  meet  the  pickets  of  the  lliirty-foarth  New  York  Yolnnteers. 

Five  negroes  crossed  the  river  yesterday,  mnning  away,  as  they  say, 
from  bein^  sent  to  Manassas  to  work  on  the  fortifications.    I  respect- 
folly  ask  instmctions  as  to  tiie  disposition  to  be  made  of  them.    They 
say  there  is  no  large  camp  opposite  this  place  for  3  miles  back. 
Very  respectfhUy,  I  am,  major,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

GHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brig4^dier'€^enerdl^  Commanding  Corps  of  Observation, 


Headquastebs  Abhy  of  the  Potomao, 

Washington.  D.  0.,  August  23, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Ghasles  P.  Stone,  Commanding  Brigade : 

General  :  M%)or-General  McGIeUan  directs  me  to  inform  yon  that  it 
is  a  very  well  anthenticated  fact  that  the  enemy  are  suffering  severely 
witii  the  small-pox,  measles,  and  camp  fevers.  They  have  fallen  back 
ftorn  Vienna  to  Flint  Hill,  taking  all  their  sick  with  them.  They  moved 
even  those  who  were  so  very  sick  that  one  or  more  died  on  the  march. 
The  pickets  have  been  drawn  back  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
line.  They  will  probably  change  their  plan  of  operation,  as  they  see 
that  we  had  di^dned  their  original  plans  and  had  made  preparations  to 
frustrate  them.  This  is  written  simply  to  keep  you  posted.  The  gen- 
eral does  not  wish  you  to  be  the  less  watchful  because  appearances 
indicate  a  retrograde  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Office  Ghief  op  Abtilleey,  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  August  23, 1861. 

^£ajor-GeneraI  McGlellan,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

GENEBAii:  In  obedience  to  your  directions  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  following : 

To  insure  success,  it  is  of  vitsd  importance  that  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  should  have  an  overwhelming  force  of  field  artillery.  To 
render  this  artillery  the  most  effective,  the  field  batteries  should  as  far 
as  possible  consist  of  regular  troops.  At  present,  of  the  twenty-five 
batteries  of  your  army  thirteen  are  regulars  and  twelve  are  volunteers. 
With  every  disposition  to  do  their  best,  the  volunteer  artillery-  do  not 
possess  the  knowledge  or  experience  requisite  for  thoroughly  efficient 
service.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  companies  of  regular  artil- 
lery be  withdrawn  from  many  of  the  forts  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
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seo-boards  and  ordered  to  this  point  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  to 
be  mounted  as  field  artillery.  For  this  purpose  I  am  of  tbe  opinion 
that  four  of  the  seven  companies  at  Fort  Monroe,  one  of  the  two  com- 
panies at  Fort  McHenry,  and  seven  of  the  eleven  companies  on  the 
Pacific  coast — ^in  all  twelve  companies — can  very  well  be  spared.  Their 
places  in  the  forts  might  be  very  well  filled  by  companies  or  battalions 
of  volunteer  artillery.  For  thin  latter  purpose  I  would  recommend  that 
corps  of  volunteer  artillery  be  raised  for  this  special  service  exclusively. 
In  many  of  our  cities  and  large  towns  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
sea-boajrd  forts,  portions  of  the  militia  have  been  drilled  at  or  have 
otherwise  become  familiar  with  the  sea-coast  guns.  It  is  believed  that 
many  such  persons,  who  would  not  enlist  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  readily  enroll  themselves  for  the  sole  purpose  of  garrisoning 
works  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  intended  for  the  defense  of  their 
homes  and  places  of  business. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  BAREY, 
Brigadier-General^  Chief  of  Artillery, 


Office  Chief  of  Aetillbby,  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Waahingtofij  August  23, 186L 

Maj.  Gen.  Qeoboe  6.  McGlellan,  Commanding: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  proposed  organization  of 
the  artillery  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  This  organization  is  based 
upon  an  establishment  of  100,000  men,  and  as  it  is  presumed  a  large 
majority'  of  the  troops  will  not  be  over-well  disciplined  or  instructed, 
the  artillery,  to  give  them  O/Onfidence  and  steadiness,  is  arranged  upon 
the  basis  of  three  pieces  to  1.000  men:  Three  pieces  to  1,000  men — ^two- 
thirds  guns  of  which  one-rourth  are  12-pounders,  three  fourths  are 
6*pounders,  and  of  each  of  which  one-half  are  rified ;  one-third  howitz- 
ers, of  which  one-eighth  are  32-pounders,  one-eighth  are  24-ponnder8, 
and  three-fourths  are  12-pounders,  the  whole  distributed  as  follows : 

For  the  infantry,  two  pieces  to  1,000  men — light  12-pounders,  Parrott 
10-pounders,  James  13  pounders,  or  6-pounder  guns  and  12-pounder 
howitzers,  assembled  in  mounted  batteries. 

For  the  cavalry,  two  pieces  to  1,000  men^O-pounder  guns  and  12- 
pounder  howitzers  mixed,  and  12-pounder  howitzers  alone,  assembled 
in  horse  artillery  batteries. 

For  the  reserve,  one  piece  to  1,000  men — one-half  6-pounder  horse 
artillery  and  mounted  batteries  and  one-half  12-pounder  mounted  bat- 
tenes. 

As  the  troops  improve  in  discipline  and  become  veterans  by  experi- 
ence and  continued  service  the  ratio  of  guns  to  men  might  be  reduced 
one-half,  and  thus  a  force  of  three  hundred  guns  would  amply  suffice 
for  an  army  of  200,000  men.  Seven  thousand  five  hundred  men  and 
5,000  horses  will  be  required  to  equip  an  artillery  force  of  the  above 
organization. 

With  regard  to  the  artillery  of  the  field  works  erected  and  erecting 
for  the  defense  of  Washington,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  the  defensive 
works  at  present  completed  mount  seventy-eight  guns.  Of  these,  thirty 
are  shell  guns,  five  are  rifie  guns,  and  thirty -four  are  24  and  32  pound- 
era,  the  remainder  being  field-guns  for  flank  defense.  The  new  defensive 
works  in  process  of  construction  will  mount  about  fifty  guns.  One 
thousand  one  hundred  men  will  be  required  for  the  service  of  these  guns. 
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These  men  can  be  readily  ftunished  by  details  from  the  volunteer  foot 
regiments  assigned  as  garrisons  for  the  works. 

I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  F.  BAERY, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Chief  of  ArtiUery. 


Headquastebs  Dbpastment  of  Pennstlvakia, 

BaUimarey  Md.j  August  23^  1861. 

Maj.  Oen.  Geobge  B.  MoGlellan: 

Oenebal:  The  inclosed  letter,  which  I  think  of  sufficient  importance 
to  be  submitted  to  you,  only  conveys  inteUigence  which  I  am  every  day 
receiving  from  numerous  sources.  The  secessionists  are  active  and  con- 
fident tlm>ughout  the  counties  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  the  friends  of  the  Government  discontented  and  to  some 
extent  depressed.  They  ask  for  arms,  and  in  some  cases  for  the  pres- 
ence of  Federal  troops.  I  am  satisfied  there  are  fi:x>m  1,000  to  1.500 
rebels  embodied  at  Eastville,  Northampton  County,  Virginia,  and  at 
other  points.  Two  regiments  marched  from  Salisbury,  the  terminus  of 
the  ra^road  from  Wilmington,  down  to  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  would  bre&  up  an  immense  traffic  in  contraband,  dis- 
perse the  rebels,  and  give  courage  to  the  friends  of  the  Union. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Generalj  Commanding. 

fInclMture.] 

Newtown,  August  12, 1861. 

Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Commanding  Department  of  AnnapoUe: 

Deab  Sib:  I  have  given  my  friend  0.  G.  Adreon,  esq.,  a  complete 
statement  of  afifairs  in  this  region.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  to  him 
the  necessity  for  troops  to  protect  our  citizens  in  their  persons  and  rights. 
They  have  become  most  insulting  and  threatening  towards  us,  and  are 
actually  driving  men  suspected  of  holding  Union  sentiments  fixiin  t^e 
State,  Virginia,  and  some  of  them,  a  Dr.  Stickney  and  family,  are  here 
in  Newtown  now  for  protection.  There  is  a  secession  flag  at  this  time 
waving  in  sight  of  me  whilst  I  write.  I  have  been  informed  that  some 
of  our  Union  men  here  doubt  the  practicability  of  sending  troops  to  the 
hue  at  and  below  this  place,  but  I  know  these  men  to  have  personal 
considerations  at  the  bottom  of  their  prudence.  Mr.  Sharpe  passed 
through  here  last  week,  having  in  his  possession  several  nfles;  was 
showing  them  at  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Dryden,  where  he  amused  his  disunion 
friends  by  showing  them  the  facility  by  which  they  were  loaded  and 
discharged.  They  were  Sharp's  and  Merrill's  patents,  and  numbered 
eight  or  ten.  Mr.  Adreon  can  give  you  his  experience  among  the  Vir- 
giuians  and  all  other  particulars  you  may  require.  They  have  at  their 
command  about  eight  good,  serviceable  cannon,  and  about  800  men  in 
a  camp,  armed  with  good  muskets  and  rifles.  The  balance  of  the  men 
in  the  camp  (about  1.500)  are  armed  with  shot- guns  and  fowling  pieces 
wiUiout  bayonets.  Tney  have  also  several  other  pieces  of  cannon  they  can 
mount  in  battery.  Those  eight  pieces  are  nice  brass  guns  and  mounted. 
They  are  beginuing  to  throw  up  earthen  fortifications  along  the  shore  of 
their  different  rivers,  and  the  sooner  troops  are  sent,  in  my  judgment, 
the  better  it  will  be.  For  further  information  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Adreon. 
Tour  humble  servant, 

GEO.  S.  MERRILL. 
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Headqttabtbbb, 
Alexandria,  Va.j  August  24, 1861. 

M(\j.  S.  Williams,  AssMant  Adjutant-Otnerdl: 

Major:  I  received  informatioii  a  few  days  ago  which  led  me  to  be- 
lieve that  a  correspondence  between  the  Maryland  and  Virginia  sides 
of  the  river  was  kept  np  by  means  of  small  boats,  which  were  kept 
hidden  when  not  in  ase  in  marshes  near  the  month  of  Hunting  Creek. 
I  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Perry,  the  vessel  of  war  which 
lies  off  the  town,  and  asked  him  to  send  a  boat  with  a  guide,  whom  I 
would  furnish,  to  look  after  these  small  boats,  and  if  possible  catch  the 
men  engaged  in  this  business.  Yesterday  he  called  to  see  me,  and  in- 
formed me  that  he  could  not  make  the  search  without  direct  orders  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  then  asked  him  if  he  would  search  such 
boats  as  might  be  caught  in  the  act  of  passing  and  he  declined,  on  the 
ground  that  officers  of  the  Navy  must  be  very  careful  in  making  searches 
of  boats,  &C.  I  report  these  fiacts  because  the  matter  in  question  is  im- 
portant, and  in  case  of  emergency  it  might  be  necessary  to  get  an  order 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  fSe  on  the  enemy  on  the  same 
principle. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  B.  FRANKLIN, 
Brigadier-Oeneraij  Cop^nuMding  Alexandria* 


Hbadquastebs  Gobps  of  Obsebvation, 

PooleivUle,  Augiut  25, 186L 
Maj.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneraly  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potamao: 

Majob:  There  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  since  my  report  of 
last  night.  The  enemy  have  fired  a  few  cannon-shot  this  morning  from 
Conrad's  Ferry.  In  all,  they  have  fired  at  that  point  about  eigh^shot 
and  shells,  causing  damage  to  the  ferry  houses,  but  only  two  very  slight 
wounds  to  our  men. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

0HA8.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Generalj  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  Gobps  of  Obsbbyatign, 

FoolestiUey  August  28, 1861. 

M%j.  S.  Williams,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomao : 

Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  recent  firing  across 
the  river  on  my  outposts  the  enemy  are  reported  to  have  lost  by  our 
riflemen  3  killed  and  7  wounded,  while  on  our  side  3  men  were  contused; 
none  wounded  or  killed. 

I  can  see  no  indication  of  an  increased  force  opposite,  but  have  infor- 
mation that  there  are  two  regiments  of  Mississippi  troops  at  Leesburg 
and  one  of  South  Oarolina  and  one  of  Virginia  troops  at  Lovettsville 
and  Waterford  respectively,  while  a  corps  of  irregular  cavalry,  three  or 
four  companies,  move  up  and  down  the  river  from  Goose  Creek  to  Point 
of  Bocks. 

Miyor-General  Banks  informs  me  that  he  has  ordered  General  Ham- 
ilton's briji^e  to  this  point  for  temporary  service. 
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I  caused  a  few  rounds  to  be  fired  yesterday  from  the  Bhode  Island 
section  rifled  6-ponnder8,  and  find  that  with  gans  of  that  class  we  can 
reach  the  outworks  of  Leesbnrg. 

The  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Begiment  joined  this  command  yester- 
day morning. 

Very  respectfolly,  I  am,  major,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Chneralj  Commanding. 


Headquastebs  General  Banks'  Division, 

Kear  Damestoum^  Md.^  Anguit  31, 1861. 

General  Stone: 

Sib  :  M%|orGeneral  Banks  directs  me  to  inform  you  that  he  arrived 
at  this  place  day  before  yesterday.  He  requests  that  you  will  at  your 
earliest  convenience  send  him,  by  some  responsible  agent,  some  infor- 
mation as  to  your  pickets,  their  posts,  the  position  of  your  main  body, 
&c.,  and  that  you  will  communicate  to  him  any  information  in  your  pos- 
session concerning  the  positions,  numbers,  &c^of  any  troops  which  may 
be  between  Damestown  and  Washington.  He  requests  that  you  will 
order  the  section  of  the  Bhode  Island  Battery  now  with  you  to  join  him 
at  your  earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BOBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquabtebs  Gobps  of  Obsebyation, 

PooIesvillCj  September  2, 1861. 

M%j.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraXj  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potomao : 

Ma  JOB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  two  or  three  regiments  broke 
up  their  camp  near  Leesburg  this  forenoon,  and  marched  nearer  the  river, 
the  bulk  of  two  regiments  approaching  Gonrad's  Ferry.  They  strength- 
ened all  their  pickets  throughout  the  line.  There  is  no  appearance  of 
re-enforcement. 

My  impression  is  that  the  movement  was  caused  by  a  feeling  of  alarm 
lest  we  should  attempt  a  crossing  in  force,  as  one  of  the  advanced  pick- 
ets of  the  Tammany  regiment  crossed  the  river  last  night  and  cut  out 
and  brought  over  a  large  ferry-boat. 

I  have  caused  the  outposts  to  be  strengthened  by  infantry  and  artil- 
lery, but  do  not  anticipate  any  advance  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

GHAS,  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding. 


Camp  Neab  Dabnestown,  September  4, 1861. 
Hon.  SiHON  Gamebon,  Secretary  of  War^  i&o. : 

Sm :  I  visited  the  Potomac  at  Edwards  Ferry,  opposite  Poolesville, 
last  evening.  There  are  no  indications  of  movement  more  than  for  a 
month  past.  Their  force  at  Leesburg  appears  to  be  about  three  or  four 
regiments.    Two  or  3  miles  from  the  river  they  have  thrown  up  a  slight 
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breastwork  and  the  pickets  have  been  increased,  but  this  is  perhaps  on 
account  of  some  encroachments  by  our  troops  on  the  Virginia  side. 
Above  Point  of  Bocks  there  is  no  increase  of  rebel  forces.  The  cavalry 
seems  to  be  chiefly  of  local  character.  Last  night  we  were  informed 
that  the  troops  at  Leesbnrg  were  moving  westward,  which  wonld  take 
them  towards  Lovettsville,  but  this  is  not  well  authenticated. 

Our  force  is  about  14,000  men.  Of  this  Geary's  regiment  is  at  Point 
of  Eocks ;  Leon^xl's  (Thirteenth)  at  Harper's  Ferry ;  Kenly's  (First 
Maryland)  at  Williamsport.  They  guard  the  river  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Monocacy  to  the  country  above  Williamsport. 

We  are  much  in  want  of  clothing,  shoes,  &c.  We  have  now  but 
eight  pieces  of  artillery,  and  are  deficient  in  staff  officers,  upon  which  I 
have  addressed  you  a  note. 

The  news  of  the  capture  of  the  forts  in  North  Carolina  has  given  to 
our  troops  the  greatest  satisfaction  and  spirit.  I  congratulate  you  upon 
this  evidence  of  a  turning  tide  in  the  affairs  of  the  country. 

Kearly  all  our  insurgent  men  are  returning  to  duty.  The  division  is 
in  excellent  health. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS. 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

Washington^  D.  C,  September  4, 1861. 
Col.  Edwabd  D.  Bakbb: 

You  will  march  with  your  brigade  immediately  and  report  to  General 
Smith  at  his  position,  in  advance  of  the  Chain  Bridge.  You  will  briDg 
with  you  two  days'  cooked  rations.  You  will  have  the  men  bring  their 
overcoats  or  blankets,  leaving  as  small  a  guard  as  necessary  to  guard  your 
camp  and  baggage  left  at  your  present  position. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headqttabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

Waahington,  D.  0.,  September  4, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Chables  P.  Stone,  Commanding,  <&€.,  Pooleaville^  Md.: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  the  1st  instant.  The  Commanding  General  directs  me  to  in- 
vite your  particular  attention  to  the  importance  of  keeping  a  careful 
watch  upon  the  Potomac  in  front  of  your  position.  It  is  believed,  from 
recent  information  derived  from  sources  deemed  reliable,  that  the  enemy 
still  entertains  the  design  of  crossing  the  river  in  force  at  some  point 
above  Washington. 

There  being  now  no  separate  military  department  within  the  district 
of  country  occupied  by  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral is  the  only  person  who,  under  the  sixty-fifth  article  of  war,  is  com- 
petent to  appoint  general  courts-martial  for  this  army.  Should  you 
find  it  necessary  to  make  application  for  a  general  court-martial,  you 
are  requested  to  furnish  at  the  same  time  a  suitable  detail  for  the  court, 
including  the  judge-advocate. 

The  commanding  general  will  at  an  early  day  request  the  War  De- 
partment to  appoint  a  board  to  examine  into  the  qualifications  of  officers. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBUBN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 
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Washington,  D.  C,  September  ij  1861. 

M%j.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Oommandingy  dsc.j  Damestaumj  Md. : 

Sib  :  The  Gommanding  General  directs  me  to  invite  your  particnlar 
attention  to  the  importance  of  keeping  a  careihl  watch  upon  the  Poto- 
mac in  front  of  your  position.  It  is  believed,  from  recent  information 
derived  from  sources  deemed  reliable,  that  the  enemy  still  entertains  the 
design  of  crossing  the  river  in  force  at  some  point  above  Washington. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
Aseistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Headquabtebs  Corps  of  Obsebyation, 

Fooleeville^  Md.,  JSeptember  4, 1861. 

M%|.  Gen.  Geoboe  B.  MoGlellan, 

Oommwnding  Army  of  the  Potamao : 

GENEBAii :  Tour  telegram  of  this  date  I  have  had  the  honor  to  re- 
ceive, and  its  requirements  have  been  complied  with,  so  far  as  making 
preparations  for  marching  promptly,  with  two  days'  provisions  cooked. 

^ere  are  three  camps  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Leesburg,  one 
apparently  large  enough  for  two  regiments,  the  others  for  one  each. 

5f ovements  of  troops  were  believed  to  oe  heard  last  night  opposite 
Conrad's  Ferry,  going  west,  but  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  from  the  reports 
of  the  pickets  that  any  considerable  body  moved. 

The  Eighth  Virginia  Begiment  now  furnishes  the  pickets  opposite  ours 
at  Edwards  Ferry,  while  Mississippi  troops  are  posted  opposite  Conrad's. 

The  troops  of  this  command  are  in  good  spirits,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  First  Minnesota,  in  good  health.  In  the  latter  the  measles 
is  increasing  the  sick  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier- Generalj  Commanding, 


Headquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

Washington^  September  5, 1861. 

Hon.  S.  Camebon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  have  most  urgently  ta request  that  the  following-named  com- 
panies of  regular  artillery  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  viz : 

Seven  of  the  niue  companies  of  the  Third  Begiment  of  Artillery,  now 
stationed  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

Four  of  the  eight  companies  now  stationed  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Ya. 

The  necessity  for  an  increase  of  the  regular  artillery  force  under  my 
command  is  most  i)ressing. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  all  the  officers  belonging  to  Companies  E 
and  H,  First  Hegiment  U.  S.  Artillery,  be  ordered  to  join  their  respect- 
ive companies  without  delay.  These  companies,  now  mounted  as  light 
artOlery,  have  but  one  officer  each  on  duty  with  them.  In  this  condi- 
tion they  are  not  and  cannot  be  efficient. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major-Qeneraly  U.  S,  Army. 
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Spboial  Obbebs,  \    Hdqbs.  Abmt  of  Ogoupation,  W.  Ya., 

Ko.  89.  )  SutUm^  Va.y  September  6, 1861. 

The  commaDd  will  move  to-morrow  morning  in  the  direction  of  Sum- 
mersville  at  —  o'clock  and  in  the  following  order,  viz: 

1.  General  Benham's  brigade  in  the  order  namea :  Tenth  Ohio  Yolon- 
teers,  McMullin's  battery,  Thirteenth  and  Twelfth  Ohio  Yolonteers. 
Cavalry  as  the  general  may  direct. 

2.  Colonel  [B.  L.]  McCook's  brigade,  Ninth,  Twenty-eighth,  and  Forty- 
seventh  Ohio  Yolnnteers.    Cavalry  under  direction  of  the  colonel. 

3.  Colonel  [E.  P.]  Scammon's  brigade  (with  the  exceptions  hereafter 

named),  Mack's  battery,  Twenty-third  Onio  Yolnnteers. 

•  •••••• 

The  colonel  commanding  Third  Brigade  will  detach  four  companies 
of  the  Thirtieth  as  a  guard  for  this  depot  The  remaining  six  will  ac- 
company and  guard  the  train. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  General  Bosecrans : 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFR 

Assistant  Adjutant-wneraL 


Headquabtebs  Army  of  the  Potomao, 

Washington  Cityj  September  6, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  the  following  proposition,  with  the 
request  that  the  necessary  authority  be  at  once  given  me  to  carry  it  out. 
To  organize  a  force  of  two  brigades  of  five  regiments  each  of  New  En- 
gland men  for  the  general  service,  but  particuU^ly  adapted  to  coast 
service.  The  officers  and  men  to  be  sufficiently  conversant  with  boat 
service  to  manage  steamers,  sailing  vessels,  launches,  barges,  surf-boats, 
floating  batteries,  &c.  To  charter  or  buy  for  the  command  a  sufficient 
number  of  propellers  or  tug-boats  for  transportation  of  men  and  supplies, 
the  machinery  of  which  should  be  amply  protected  by  timber,  the  ves- 
sels to  have  permanent  experienced  officers  from  the  merchant  service, 
but  to  be  manned  by  details  from  the  command.  A  naval  officer  to  be 
attached  to  the  staft'  of  the  commanding  officer.  The  flank  companies 
of  each  regiment  to  be  armed  with  Dahlgren  boat  guns  and  carbiDCS 
with  water-proof  cartridges;  the  other  companies  to  have  such  arms  as 
1  may  hereafter  designate,  to  be  uniformed  and  equipped  as  the  Bhode 
Island  regiments  are.  Launches  and  floating  batteries,  with  timber 
parapets,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  land  or  bring  into  action  the  entire 
force.  The  entire  management  and  organization  of  the  force  to  be  under 
my  control  and  to  form  an  integral  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  immediate  object  of  this  force  is  for  operations  in  the  inlets  of 
Chesapeake  £ay  and  the  Potomac,  by  enabUng  me  to  transport  and 
land  troops  at  points  where  they  are  needed.  This  force  can  also  be 
used  in  conjunction  with  a  naval  force  operating  against  points  on  the 
sea-coast.  This  coast  division  to  be  commanded  by  a  general  officer  of 
my  selection.  The  regiments  to  be  organized  as  other  land  forces.  The 
disbursements  for  vessels,  &c,  to  be  made  by  the  proper  departments 
of  the  Army,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  general  commanding  the  divis- 
ion, with  my  approval. 

I  think  the  entire  force  can  be  organized  in  thirty  days,  and  by  no 
means  the  least  of  the  advantages  of  this  proposition  is  the  fact  that  it 
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^1  call  into  the  service  a  dass  of  men  who  would  not  otherwise  enter 
the  Army. 

Ton  will  readily  perceive  that  the  object  of  this  force  is  to  follow  up, 
aloug  the  coast  and  up  the  inlets  and  rivers,  the  movements  of  the  main 
army  when  it  advances. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOOlLLAN, 
Majar-Oeneralj  U.  &  Armyj  Commanding, 


Washinoton,  Be^temiber  7, 1861. 
General  MoGlellan: 

Dear  Sib  :  A  dispatch  from  oar  master  of  transportation,  Mr.  Will- 
iam P.  Smith,  received  last  evening,  says : 

Haye  Just  heard  that  Confederatee  have  taken  up  about  9  miles  of  the  iron  on  onr 
tiack  auove  Martinsbuxg  for  repairs  of  their  roads  toward  Riohmond,  and  have  also 
remoTed  a  oonsiderablo  iK>rtion  of  our  telegraph  wires  for  transfer  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. All  this  is  in  addition  to  five  locomotives  and  some  $40,000  worth  of  valnable 
machinists'  tools  and  materialB  for  railroad  repairs,  &c.,  lately  taken  from  onr  Kar- 
tinsborg  shops,  and  of  which  they  stated  they  were  greatly  in  need  at  the  Sonth. 
The  engines  were  hanled  by  tnmi>ike  throngh  Winchester  to  Strasburg  or  some  other 
point  on  Mansssas  road.    They  will  require  heavy  repairs,  however,  before  use. 


With  the  wear  and  tear  ni>on  the  Southern  roads,  caused  to  an  ex- 
traordinary extent  by  milittury  transportation,  and  with  the  blockade 
preventing  their  obtainment  of  materials  and  machinery  for  repairs,  it 
will  not  require  much  calculation  to  determine  tihe  to  them  almost  in- 
estimable valne  of  this  property  of  which  they  have  just  robbed  our 
company.  Thus  the  great  capabilities  of  onr  road  to  aid  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  if  our  line  were  connected 
through,  are  used  in  part  to  £Eicilitate  the  operations  of  the  rebels.  I 
know  that  you  will  appreciate  the  bearings  of  this  late  outrage  more 
readily  than  probably  any  other  person,  and  that  as  soon  as  you  have 
the  means  placed  in  your  hands  you  will  remedy  the  matter,  or  rather 
prevent  its  repetition. 

It  may  be  desirable  for  you  to  know  that  at  Piedmont  we  have  about 
as  much  of  a  stock  of  materials  and  machinists'  tools  as  was  taken  from 
Martinsbnrg,  and  probably  half  as  much  at  Cumberland  also.  The 
great  value  of  such  things  to  the  Confederates  at  this  time,  irrespective 
of  other  considerations,  may  tempt  them  to  make  raids  in  that  direction 
also. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  SULLIVAN, 
Oenerdl  Transportation  Agent  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad, 


Heabquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

Waahingtonj  September  8, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Camebon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  Your  note  of  yesterday*  is  received.  I  concur  in  your  views  as 
to  the  exigency  of  the  present  occasion.  I  appreciate  and  cordially 
thank  you  for  your  offers  of  support,  and  will  avail  myself  of  them  to 
the  ftillest  extent  demanded  by  the  interests  of  the  country.    The  force 

*  Not  foand. 
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of  all  onr  arms  within  the  immediate  viciuity  of  Washington  in  nearly 
85,000  men.  The  effective  portion  of  this  force  is  more  than  snfficient  to 
resist  with  certain  success  any  attack  on  oar  works  upon  the  other  side 
of  the  river.  By  calling  in  the  commands  of  Generals  Banks  and  Stone 
it  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  defend  the  city  of  Washington  from 
whatever  direction  it  may  be  assailed. 

It  is  well  understood  that,  although  the  ultimate  design  of  the  enemy 
is  to  x>ossess  himself  of  the  city  of  Washington,  his  first  efforts  will  prob- 
ably be  directed  towards  Baltimore,  with  the  intention  of  cutting  our  lines 
of  communication  and  supplies,  as  well  as  to  arouse  an  insurrection  in 
Maryland.  To  accomplish  this  he  will  no  doubt  show  a  certain  portion 
of  his  force  in  front  of  our  positions  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac, 
in  order  to  engage  our  attention  there  and  induce  us  to  leave  a  large 
portion  of  our  force  for  the  defense  of  those  positions.  He  will  probably 
also  make  demonstrations  in  the  vicinity  of  Aquia  Greek,  Mathias  Point, 
and  Occoquan,  in  order  still  further  to  induce  us  still  further  to  dissemi- 
nate our  forces.  His  main  and  real  movement  will  doubtless  be  to  cross 
the  Potomac  between  Washington  and  Point  of  Bocks,  probably  not 
far  from  Seneca  Falls,  and  most  likely  at  more  points  than  one.  His 
hope  will  be  so  to  engage  our  attention  by  the  diversions  already  named 
as  to  enable  him  to  move  with  a  large  force  direct  and  unopposed  on 
Baltimore.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  possibility  of  his  attempting 
this  with  a  column  of  at  least  100,000  effective  troops.  If  he  has  only 
130,000  under  arms,  he  can  make  all  the  diversions  I  have  mentioned 
with  his  raw  and  badly-armed  troops,  leaving  100,000  effective  men  for 
his  real  movement.  As  I  am  now  situated,  I  can  by  no  possibility  bring 
to  bear  against  this  column  more  than  70,000,  and  probably  not  over 
60,000,  efiective  troops. 

In  regard  to  the  composition  of  our  active  army,  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  very  important  arms  of  cavalry  and  artillery  had  been 
almost  entirely  neglected  till  I  assumed  command  of  this  army,  and 
that  consequently  the  troops  of  these  arms,  although  greatly  increased 
in  numbers^  are  comparatively  raw  and  inexperienced,  most  of  the  cav- 
alry not  being  yet  armed  and  equipped. 

&  making  the  foregoing  estimate  of  numbers  I  have  reduced  the 
enemy's  force  below  what  is  regarded  by  the  War  Department  and  other 
official  circles  as  its  real  strength,  and  have  taken  the  reverse  course  as 
to  our  own.  Our  situation,  then,  is  simply  this:  If  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  enemy  follows  the  simplest  dictates  of  the  military  art  we 
must  meet  him  with  greatly  inferior  forces.  To  render  success  possible, 
the  divisions  of  our  army  must  be  more  ably  led  and  commanded  than 
those  of  the  enemy.  The  fate  of  the  nation  and  the  success  of  the 
cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  must  be  mainly  decided  by  the  issue  of 
the  next  battle  to  be  fought  by  the  army  now  under  my  command.  I 
therefore  feel  that  the  interests  of  the  nation  demand  that  the  ablest 
soldiers  in  the  service  should  be  on  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  that,  contenting  ourselves  with  remaining  on  the  defensive 
for  the  present  at  all  other  points,  this  army  should  be  re-enforced  at 
once  by  all  the  disposable  troops  that  the  East  and  West  and  North 
can  furnish. 

To  insure  present  success  the  portion  of  this  army  available  for 
active  operations  should  be  at  least  equal  to  any  force  which  it  may  be 
called  to  encounter.  To  accomplish  this,  it  is  necessary  that  it  should 
be  at  once  and  very  largely  re-enforced.  For  ulterior  results  and  to 
bring  this  war  to  a  speedy  dose,  it  will  be  necessary  that  our  active 
army  shall  be  much  superior  to  the  enemy  in  numb^,  so  as  to  make 
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it  reasonably  certain  that  we  shall  win  every  battle  which  we  fight, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  able  to  cover  our  communications  as  we  ad- 
vance. 

I  would  also  urgently  recommend  that  the  whole  of  the  Begular 
Army,  old  and  new,  be  at  once  ordered  to  report  here,  excepting  the 
mounted  batteries  actually  serving  in  other  departments  and  the  mini- 
mum numbers  of  companies  of  artillery  actually  necessary  to  form  the 
nucleus  of  the  garrisons  of  our  most  important  permanent  works. 
There  should  be  no  delay  in  carrying  out  this  measure.  Scattered  as 
the  regulars  now  are,  they  are  nowhere  strong  enough  to  produce  a 
marked  effect.  United  in  one  body,  they  will  insure  the  success  of 
this  army. 

In  organizing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  I  have  selected  general  and 
staff  officers  with  distinct  reference  to  their  fitness  for  the  important 
duties  that  may  devolve  upon  them.  Any  change  or  disposition  of 
such  officers  without  consulting  the  Commanding  General  may  fatally 
impair  the  efficiency  of  this  army  and  the  success  of  its  operations.  I 
therefore  earnestly  request  that  in  future  every  general  officer  ap- 
pointed upon  my  recommendation  shall  be  assigned  to  this  army;  that 
I  shall  have  full  control  of  the  officers  and  tnK>ps  in  this  department, 
and  that  no  orders  shall  be  given  respecting  my  command  without  my 
being  first  consulted.  It  is  evident  that  I  cannot  otherwise  be  resi>onsi- 
ble  for  the  success  of  our  arms.  In  this  connection  I  respectMly  insist 
that  Brig.  Glens.  Don  Carlos  Buell  and  J.  F.  Beynolds,  both  appointed 
ui>on  my  recommendation  and  for  the  purpose  of  serving  with  me,  be 
at  once  so  assigned.  In  obedience  to  your  request  I  have  thus  firankly 
stated  in  what  manner  you  can  at  present  aid  me  in  the  performance  of 
the  great  duty  committed  to  my  charge,  and  I  shall  continue  to  com- 
municate with  you  in  the  same  spirit. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GEO.  B.  McOLBLLAN, 

MajoT'Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Brigade, 

Camp  Union,  September  8,  1861. 

Colonel  CowDiN, 

Commanding JBHrst Regiment Maseachuaetts  Volunteers: 

The  major-general  commanding  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  in- 
formed that  two  comx^anies  of  rebel  troops  and  other  small  portions 
were  seen  this  morning  in  the  direction  of  Upper  Marlborough  and 
extending  down  the  Patuxent  towards  Lower  Marlborough.  For  this 
and  other  reasons  the  brigadier-general  commanding  the  bri^^e 
directs  that  you  proceed  with  your  regiment  to  Upper  Marlborough 
by  the  most  direct  route,  and  from  that  point  send  out  scouting  parties 
in  direction  of  Alexandria  and  Lower  Marlborough.  For  this  service 
two  companies  of  cavalry  will  be  ordered  to  report  to  you,  and  the 
whole  of  your  command  will  march,  provided  with  five  days'  rations 
and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition  and  with  a  dozen  axes  and  spades. 
Tour  men  will  take  their  overcoats  and  blankets,  and  you  may  require 
five  or  six  wagons.  Let  their  loads  be  light^  so  as  not  to  embarrass 
your  progress.  You  will  watch  the  enemy  ana  rex>ort  at  once  anything 
of  importance  that  may  occur.  It  is  possible  that  the  parties  seen  were 
local  troops,  which  should  be  captured;  also,  all  supplies  intended  for 
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their  use  or  that  of  the  rebel  forces.  You  will  use  your  cavalry  freely, 
and  collect  all  the  information  possible  about  the  enemy's  movements, 
and  will  also  hold  your  force  in  hand  and  not  permit  them  to  commit 
depredations  upon  the  citizens. 

As  General  Sickles  will  send  the  same  amount  of  force  to  Patuzent 
as  your  own,  it  is  desirable  that  your  parties  should  connect  between 
that  and  Upper  Marlborough.  You  will  exercise  great  care  to  prevent 
your  scouts  firing  on  those  of  Sickles'  brigade.  You  will  report  to  me 
regularly  twice  a  day,  and  will  make  special  rei>ort8  of  anything  of 
consequence  that  occurs. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
AasUtant  Adjutant-ChneraL 


Wheeling,  Ya.,  S^tember  9, 1861. 
Thomas  A.  Soott  : 

We  are  suffering  greatly  for  the  want  of  arms.  There  are  4,000 
musket,  at  Bellaire,  in  charge  of  Orispin.  They  would  answer  for  ooi 
Home  Guards,  and  are  useless  for  any  other  service.  Oan't  you  let  us 
have  them  f  I  am  informed  by  the  field  officer  in  the  Second  Virginia 
Regiment  that  out  of  250  altered  muskets  in  that  regiment  50  of  them 
are  useless.    Can  they  not  be  furnished  with  a  good  gun  immediately  f 

F.  H.  PBIRPOINT, 

Chvemor, 


TJPPEB  Mablbobough,  Md.,  September  10, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hooeeb: 

Sib:  In  accordance  with  orders  received  from  your  headquarters*  we 
proceeded  from  Bladensburg  to  this  place,  arriving  here  at  6.30  p.  m., 
and  are  now  encami)ed  in  the  wood  upon  the  outskirts  of  the  village. 
There  are  also  here  five  companies  of  Sickles'  brigade,  under  command 
of  the  lieutenant-colonel.  They  are  located  in  the  village,  in  the  rear 
of  the  court-house. 

From  my  own  convictions,  upon  investgiation,  and  from  consultation 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Potter,  of  the  other  detachment,  I  am  satisfied 
that  no  companies  of  rebel  troops  are  in  this  vicinity  or  have  been  for 
some  time.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  troops  have  been  raised  here 
for  the  rebel  army,  and  that  the  sympathies  of  the  people  are  with  the 
Confederates.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Sickles  detachment  has 
sent  out  scouting  parties  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria  Ferry  and  Lower 
Marlborough,  and  has  seen  nothing  to  warrant  the  belief  that  any  bodies 
of  armed  men  exist  in  this  country,  if  at  all  on  this  side  the  river. 

The  cavalry  that  was  to  join  us  has  not  arrived,  and  there  are  but  9 
attached  to  the  Sickles  detachment.  I  await  your  further  instructions 
by  return  of  messenger. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EOBBRT  COWDIN, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Firet  Begiment  Mtusachueette  Volunteers. 

*  DiokinBon  to  Cowdiiii  September  8,  p.  689. 
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Upper  Mablbobough,  Mb.,  S^tember  10, 1861. 
Brig.  Otea.  Joseph  Hookeb  : 

Sib  :  I  have  to  inform  yoa  that  the  cavalry,  ond^  command  of  Gap- 
tain  Hamblin,  arrived  here  at  1  this  p.  m.  Lieatenant-Colonel  Potter, 
having  received  definite  instniotions,  leaves  immediately  for  Bntler  and 
Queen  Anne,*  and  shall  proceed  to-morrow  morning  towards  Lower 
Marlboroagh,  covering  the  ground  Uiat  has  not  already  been  explored 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Potter's  command^  and,  if  found  expedient^  shall 
go  still  farther  down  the  country. 

During  the  day  I  have  been  trying  to  gain  such  information  as  may 
aid  me  in  future  operations.  I  find  by  conversation  with  leading  men 
of  the  town  that  Federal  troops  have  been  expected  here  for  some  time 
past,  and  they  therefore  were  not  disappoint^  in  seeing  us  come. 

BOBEBT  COWDIN, 
CoUnuHj  Commanding  First  Regiment  Maseaohusetts  Volnnteen. 


Hbadquabtebs  Oobps  of  Obsebyation, 

PoolesvUUj  S^tember  10, 1861. 

Maj.  B.  Williams,  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Ma  job  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  msjor- 
general  commanding  that  while  there  seems  to  be  no  increase  of  force 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  there  was  considerable  activity  to  be 
noticed  in  improving  the  defensive  works  on  the  road  from  Edwards 
Ferry  to  Leesburg.  The  same  works  cover  the  approaches  to  Leesburg 
from  the  Chain  Bridge  and  Alexandria  turnpike.  The  pickets  have 
many  of  them  been  withdrawn  from  opposite  Conrad's  Ferry  and  patrols 
are  less  frequent. 

The  work  on  the  intrenchment  above  noticed  is  carried  on  so  ostenta- 
tiously, tJiat  it  ma^  be  a  stratagem  to  deceive  us  as  to  their  resU  inten- 
tions, bat  I  am  inclined  to  think  not. 

Two  colored  teamsters  deserted  from  Waterford  on  the  7th  instant 
and  reached  our  lines  yesterday.  One  of  them  is  quite  intelligent. 
They  report  that  the  Eighth  Virginia  Volunteers  is  at  Waterford  and 
a  corps  of  cavalry  300  strong  have  headquarters  at  Lovettsville^  that 
two  DtDssissippi  and  one  South  Carolina  regiment  occupy  the  vicinity 
of  Leesburg.  They  also  state  that  the  rebel  forces  have  sufficient  beef, 
com  meal,  coffee,  and  sugar,  but  are  short  of  salt;  that  until  within  a 
few  days  they  had  no  coffee  or  sugar,  but  received  a  supply  frt)m  Ma- 
nassas Gap ;  that  the  pjeople  in  Loudoun  County  are  destitute  of  cofflee, 
sugar,  and  salt,  none  being  offered  for  sale  in  any  of  the  village  groceries. 

They  report  that  the  Eighth  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers  had  plenty 
of  ammnnition,  one  of  the  teamsters  stating  that  he  drove  an  ammuni- 
tion wagon  loaded  with  forty  boxes,  while  the  men  carried  their  car- 
tridge-l^xes  frilL  One  of  these  men  brought  off  the  diary  of  a  cavalry 
officer,  in  which  I  find  that  the  force  which  recently  parsed  from  Lees- 
burg to  Lovettsville,  &c.,  consisted  of  two  regiments  infantry,  200  cav- 
alry, and  two  pieces  of  cannon.  One  of  these  regiments  has  since 
returned  to  Leesburg. 

The  health  of  this  command  is  good,  and  its  discipline  constantly  im- 
proving. 

very  respectftilly,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHA8.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralf  Commanding, 
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Headquabtebs  Army  op  Occupation,  W.  Va., 
Camp  Scottj  near  Croas-LaTieSy  Va.^  September  11, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox,  Oauley  Bridge,  Va.: 

General:  Yesteiday  we  reached  the  Oross-Lanes  at  2  o'clock;  drove 
iu  the  rebel  pickets;  followed  them  cloaely  up  to  their  intrenched 
camp,  which  was  sitaated  in  a  dense  forest.  Beconnoitered  so  closely 
that  onr  reconnaissance  was  about  to  change  into  an  assanlt,  when, 
night  coming  on,  we  drew  our  weary  and  exhausted  troop.s  out  of  the 
woods  and  bivouacked  on  our  arms  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from 
the  intrenched  camp.  At  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  our  pickets  found 
their  camp  was  evacnated,  and  was  taken  possession  of  by  one  of  our 
companies.  It  was  found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  of  plunder,  com- 
missary stores,  quartermaster's  stores,  &c.  A  few  prisoners  were  taken, 
and  about  30  of  Ly  tie's  men  sick  in  hospital  on  the  other  side  of  Graoley, 
and  their  ferry-boats  destroyed. 

We  heard  your  cannonading  yesterday,  and  presume  you  proved 
another  tough  nut  to  crack.  We  have  not  been  able  to  follow  them 
into  the  defile  of  Meadow  Biver  for  want  of  a  ferry  or  means  of  mak- 
ing one,  and  our  provision  train  being  behindhand.  We  are  encamped 
advantageously,  and  will  hurry  our  preparations  to  unite  the  two  forces 
as  soon  as  possible.  You  will  probably  have  discovered  our  move- 
ments and  have  sent  up  a  strong  force  on  the  New  Biver  road  to  watch 
and  follow  Wise's  retreating  column.  If  you  have  not,  do  so  at  ouce  on 
the  receipt  of  this,  starting  your  men  with  three  days'  cooked  rations 
iu  their  haversacks,  their  blankets,  and  forty  rounds  in  cartridge-boxes, 
and  let  the  provision  train  follow  your  column.  Your  adversary  Wise 
begins  to  respect  you. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS. 


Headquabtebs  Cobps  of  Obsebtation, 

Poolesville,  September  12, 1861. 

Col.  B.  B.  Maboy,  Chief  of  Staffs  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Colonel:  I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the  m^jor-gen- 
eral  commanding  to  the  condition  of  this  command  as  it  is  to  be  when 
existing  orders  shall  be  executed. 

It  now  consists  of  five  regiments  of  volunteer  infantry,  one  troop 
Fifbh  Cavalry,  one  company  regular  field  artillery,  one  company  (half 
full)  volunteer  artillery. 

By  Special  Orders,  Ko.  43,  the  cavalry  company  is  now  detached  fh>m 
the  command  and  two  companies  of  volunteer  cavalry  ordered  to  re- 
place it. 

From  our  position,  guarding  22  miles  of  river  and  canal,  embracing 
three  fords,  well-instructed  cavalry  vedettes  are  peculiarlyneoessary  to 
prevent  surprise  on  the  one  hand  and  needless  alarms  on  the  otlier. 

My  labors  will  be  vastly  increased  by  having  uninstructed  cavalry, 
and  the  proper  training  of  this  arm  of  volunteers  more  than  any  other 
requires  the  contact  of  regular  troops  of  the  same  arm.  I  hope  that  it 
may  be  found  consistent  with  the  interests  of  the  service  to  have  one 
regular  cavalry  company  here. 

Colonel  Gorman,  commanding  First  Begiment  Minnesota  Volunteers, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  President  brigadier-general  and  ofdered  to 
report  in  person  at  Washington.  If  practicable,  I  deem  it  important 
that  he  should  be  near  this  regiment,  which  requires  his  experience  and 
military  knowledge. 
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I  nnderstood  fh>m  tbe  major-general  commaadflig  that  eiglit  regi- 
ments were  to  be  ordered  here  as  soon  as  that  numl^r  of  troops  could 
be  spared,  and  in  such  case  General  Grorman  might  perhaps  have  com- 
mand of  a  brigade  within  this  comman<L  This  I  throw  out  merely  as  a 
suggestion,  should  there  be  no  more  important  pressing:  dut3^  for  him. 
I  shall  be  somewhat  uneasy  about  the  condition  of  the  First  Minnesota 
Begiment  should  General  Gorman  be  immediately  detached. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  colonel,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding, 


Headquarters  General  Banks'  Division, 

Near  DamestotcUy  Md.y  September  12, 1861. 
Colonel  Geart, 

Ticenty-eighth  Regiment  Pa,  Vols,,  Point  of  Rocks,  Md. : 

SiB :  I  have  the  jionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date.*  I  have  submitted  it  to  Major-General  Banks,  who  instructs 
me  to  say  that  he  has  requested  General  Stone  to  send  you  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  if  they  can  be  spared. 

1  send  you  10.000  caps  for  Major  Gould.  The  general  instructs  me 
to  say  that  you  will  at  once  send  to  these  headquarters  tbe  reasons  why 
yon  have  kept  Major  Gould's  command  this  long  without  reporting  the 
deficiency. 

The  general  instructs  me  to  say  that,  having  selected  you  to  fill  a  very 
difficult  and  exceedingly  important  position,  on  account  of  qualities  he 
believed  you  possessed,  he  is  surprised  at  the  feeling  you  evince  at  the 
first  approach  of  an  enemy  in  any  force.  He  directs  me  to  say  that,  in 
csise  you  are  attacked  by  a  greatly  superior  force,  you  will  defend  the 
crossings  over  which  you  have  command  as  long  as  it  is  possible  for 
you  to  do  so  without  endangering  the  safety  of  your  whole  command. 
In  case  you  are  forced  to  retreat,  you  will,  if  possible,  fall  back  upon 
General  Stone,  at  PoolesvillCj  and  for  this  purpose  will  keep  yourself  in 
daily  communication  with  him.  Should  you  be  unable  to  unite  with 
General  Stone  by  the  intervention  of  an  enemy  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
oppose  your  progress,  you  will  retire  upon  Monocacy  Junction,  break- 
ing up  the  railro^s  and  cutting  the  telegraph  wires  as  3^ou  retire. 

Tbe  general  instructs  me  to  say  that  he  expects  you  to  make  good 
your  position  along  the  line  of  your  pickets  against  any  force  not  ex- 
ceeding 3,000  men.  Your  wagons  will  be  sent  you  as  soon  as  arrange- 
ments can  be  made  for  them  to  leave.  He  instructs  me  to  say  that  you 
will  communicate  with  these  headquarters  daily  the  state  of  your  com- 
mand along  the  river,  and  for  this  reason  are  authorized  to  employ  two 
reliable  messengers. 

Very  res[iectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Ahsistant  Adjutant-  GeneraU 


Point  op  Rocks,  Md.,  September  12, 1861. 

Capt.  Robert  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

SiB:  I  have  to  report  that  the  enemy  still  continues  to  threaten  my 
lines  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  above  and  below  that  place  for  2  or  3  miles 

■  ■■■«■  ...        ... 

*  Not  foaud. 
38  E  B— VOL  V 
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each  way.    I  have  just  received  a  report  from  M%jor  Gould,  in  which  he 
says: 

The  attack  on  us  is  not  made,  bat  there  is  a  Jubilant  force  near.  There  was  a  skir- 
misb  yesterday  at  Shephcrdstown  between  the  rebels  and  oar  troops.  A  canal-boat 
was  passing  at  the  time  and  1  boatman  was  mortally  wonnded.  The  Confederates 
seem  to  know  onr  weakness  in  nnmbers,  and  are  beoominff  sancy. 

I  am  credibly  informed  that  there  are  now  aboat  6,000  tooops  in  Jeffenon  Coonty 
ready  to  push,  and  intend  to  do  so,  on  our  lines. 

I  received  your  note,  and  thank  yon  for  yonr  activity  in  my  behalf.  I  hope  Geoeral 
Banks  will  look  favorably  on  my  petition  for  a  field  piece,  for,  in  obedience  to  year 
orders,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  driven  from  this  place. 

Since  I  wrote  last  nii^ht,  I  furnished  caps  to  him,  which  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Washington  City,  and  will  also  furnish  him  those  you  sent 
me  to-day. 

I  am  making  preparations  to  resist  any  attack  at  all  hazards  and  have 
given  orders  at  every  point  of  the  line  to  that  effect 

Since  I  commenced  writing  I  received  your  communication  of  to-day 
and  have  carefully  noted  it^  contents.  I  sincerely  thank  General  Banks 
for  his  promptness  in  onlering  up  a  couple  of  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the 
caps  you  sent  are  already  on  the  way  to  the  major. 

In  obedience  to  General  Banks^  orders,  I  will  state  that  when  Colonel 
Leonard  passed  this  place  en  route  to  join  your  command  on  or  about  the 
3d  instant,  upon  my  inquiry  whether  he  had  mustered  and  inspected 
his  regiment  on  the  31st  of  August,  he  informed  me  he  had  done  so.  I 
asked  him  if  his  regiment  was  sufficiently  supplied  with  ammunition. 
He  informed  me  it  was. 

Upon  assuming  the  command  of  the  detachment  under  Major  Gould, 
I  directed  him  to  keep  me  promptly  advised  of  all  his  wants,  either  as 
to  provisions  or  ammunition.  The  letter  which  I  forwarded  you  thiH 
morning  from  him  was  the  first  intimation  that  he  wanted  caps.  If  I 
have  been  derelict  in  this  matter,  it  certainly  has  been  most  uninten- 
tionally so,  and  I  trust  that  by  future  attention  and  watchfulness  to  con- 
tinue to  merit  the  general's  confidence,  which  it  has  been  my  greatest 
pleasure  to  enjo^'.  As  to  any  feeling  I  may  have  expressed  in  my  letter 
of  last  night,  I  was  not  aware  that  I  had  expressed  any,  for  the  note 
was  a  hurried  one,  written  when  just  aroused  from  sleep,  and  I  trust 
the  general  will  overlook  the  whole  matter. 

My  command  is  in  good  order  and  is  ready  and  anxious  to  meet  the 
enemy,  and  1  most  confidently  assure  you  it  will  give  a  good  account 
of  itself  if  an  opportunity  is  afforded.  All  the  orders  of  the  MajorGen- 
eral  will  be  canned  out  to  the  letter.  Your  last  order  to  communicate 
daily  will  be  strictly  obeyed. 

I  am  pushing  the  general's  instructions  with  regard  to  Wilson  as 
rapidly  as  I  can. 

With  assurances  of  high  regard,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant<, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Colonel  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Pa,  Vol8.j  Oomdg.  Post 


Headquarters  General  Banks'  Division, 

Near  Darnestown^  Md.j  Beptember  12, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  R.  B.  Maroy, 

Chief  of  Staff  to  General  McCMlan,  Washington^  D.  0. : 

Sir  :  M^jor-Gencral  Banks  directs  me  to  ask  if  there  is  any  possibility 
of  his  obtaining  any  more  artillery  and  cavalry  for  his  division.  He  in- 
structs me  to  say  that  he  has  now  but  eight  efiective  pieces  of  artillery- 
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Captain  Best  has  six  pieces,  bat  two  of  tfaem  are  non-effective,  for  want 
of  men.  His  piecefl  are  smootti  bore,  and,  therefore,  not  so  good  for 
preventing  a  passage  over  a  river  of  such  width  as  the  Potomac  Be- 
sides, the  guns  of  the  enemy  are  rifled,  and  by  their  long  range  our 
smooth-bore  guns  could  be  easily  driven  from  the  banks  of  the  river  or 
their  vicinity.  After  to-day  we  shall  have  but  two  companies  of  cav- 
alry, and  they  irregular.  It  is  not  possible  for  this  command,  called 
upon  to  prevent  an  enemy  from  crossing  the  Potomac  for  a  distance  of 
over  50  miles,  to  do  so  in  its  prc^sent  condition.  The  enemy  ^can  easily 
cross,  and  even  have  time  to  erect  breastworks  and  batteiies  to  cover 
his  passage  in  any  force  he  may  wish,  before  we  could  even  fire  a  gun 
against  him  from  the  main  body  of  the  division.  The  nearest  point  of 
the  Potomac  from  this  position  is  about  4  miles.  It  would  take  us  at 
least  an  hour  and  a  half  to  reach  that  point  in  force  sufficient  to  oppose 
a  passage  with  any  hopes  of  success.  Should  we  immediately  send  our 
aitillery  and  cavalry,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  wooded  and  hilly, 
it  wonid  only  be  to  lose  them.  The  fords  and  ferries  in  our  vicinity  are 
from  8  to  15  miles  distant,  and  the  same  reasons  would  hold  with  much 
more  force. 

Very  respectfhUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBT.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GenerdL 


Lower  Marlborough,  Mb.,  September  12, 1861. 

General  Hooker,  Cammandingj  dec.: 

General  :  Yesterday  we  proceeded  down  the  river  towards  Lower 
Marlborough.  After  proceeding  5  or  0  miles  and  finding  everything 
quiet  I  had  determined  to  return  to  Upper  Marlborough.  I  was  met 
by  a  lieutenant  belonging  to  Colonel  Dwight's  regiment,  of  Sickles'  bri- 
gade. He  showed  me  his  instructions,  which  were  from  Colonel  D  wight, 
directing  the  lieutenant  to  find  the  regiment  belonging  to  Hooker's  bri- 
gade, and  to  inform  the  colonel  commanding  that  regiment  that  he,  with 
his  command,  was  expected  to  form  a  Junction  with  Colonel  Dwight  at 
Lower  Marlborough.  I  accordingly  proceeded  to  a  spot  near  Lower 
Marlborough  and  encamped  for  the  night.  This  morning,  subsequent 
to  sending  my  courier  to  you,  I  received  from  Colonel  Dwight  a  dispatch, 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

SEPTEaiDER  12—4  p.  m. 

Colonel  Cowdin: 

Coi/)3rEL:  I  shall  proceed  towards  Benedict  by  an  easy  march.    I  shall  reach  there 
to-morrow.    At  Prince  Frederioktown  there  is  a  company  of  cavalry,  and  each  house 
known  to  contain  a  member  will  have  to  be  searched.    I  hope  to  see  you  in  my  vicin- 
ity, near  Port  Tobacco,  by  Saturday  noon. 
Very  respectfully, 

WM.  DWIGHT, 

Commanding, 

I  addressed  him  a  communication,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy, 
directing  it  to  Col.  William  Dwight^  jr.,  commanding  on  west  side  of 
Patnxeut  Biver : 

Headquarters  First  Kegiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

Lowrr  Marthoroughj  Md*,  September  12,  186t. 

Col.  William  Dwight: 

Colonel:  I  propose  to  proceed  back  from  this  place  to  a  point  \rhich  will  enable 
mo  to  march  either  north  or  south,  where  I  shall  await  instructions  from  General 
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Hooker.    My  p^aent  instructions  will  allow  me  to  advance  no  farther  than  Lower 
Marlborough. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  respectfally, 

BOBEBT  COWDIN. 

Cola»el. 

I  intmsted  this  communication  to  Lientenant  Candler,  of  Company 
A.  Lieutenant  Candler  reported  to  me  that  he  saw  Colonel  Dwight 
and  had  a  long  interview  with  him,  in  the  course  of  which  Colonel 
Dwight  showed  him  all  his  instructions  from  (General  Sickles.  Extracts 
from  these  instructions  I  herewith  submit. 

First  order,  early  Monday  morning,  between  2  and  3 ;  received  be- 
tween 4  and  5  a.  m. : 

After  effecting  a  Junction  with  the  detachment  from  Hooker's  brigade,  you  will  ]>ro- 
ceed  along  the  Patiixent  and  make  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  the  country,  moving 
with  circumspection  and  with  the  utmost  vigilance  to  detect  the  presence,  in  whatever 
force  he  may  be,  and  destroying,  dtspenins,  and  capturing  such  of  the  enemy  as  you 
may  be  able  to  encounter  successfully.  You  wiU  lose  no  precaution  to  keep  open  a 
line  of  communication  with  the  base  of  operations  and  with  the  detachment  from 
Hooker's  brigade. 

Subsequent  order,  written  September  11^  at  8  p.  m. ;  received  Septem- 
ber 12  (this  morning) : 

I  have  received  express  instructions  from  headquarters  to  extend  this  expedition  to 
Port  Tobacco,  with  a  view  to  its  capture  and  occupation.  The  whole  force  afloat 
might  co-operat<e  with  you.  I  would  then  take  1,500  picked  troops  with  you.  Be  sore 
aud  visit  Frederick.  I  was  infoiined  of  the  operation  of  the  force  sent  from  General 
Hooker's  brigade.  It  was  to  move  down  the  Patuxent  in  coignnctiou  with  your  force, 
which  will  move  in  the  same  direction. 

Lieutenant  Candler  also  reports  that  Colonel  Dwight  intends  to  move 
to  Port  Tobacco,  remainiug  upon  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  that  lie 
had  marked  out  for  us  to  take  the  following  route :  From  Lower  Marl- 
borough to  Huutingtown,  from  Huntingtown  to  Fredericktown,  from 
Fredericktowu  to  Mackall's  Ferry;  thence  to  cross  the  river,  and  tbrm  a 
junction  at  Benedict  with  Colonel  Dwight's  force,  which  will  proceed  to 
that  point  direct;  thence^  by  different  routes,  to  Port  Tobacco.  Lieu- 
tenant Candler  further  said  that  Colonel  Dwight  would  call  on  me  at  2 
p.  m.  and  talk  the  matter  over. 

At  2  o^clock  a  messenger  from  Colonel  Dwight  handed  me  the  follow- 
ing communication,  together  with  the  message  that  Colonel  Dwight  was 
waiting  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  would  receive  me  or  any 
other  person  I  might  wish  to  send : 

Septbmdsb  11, 1861. 
Colonel  Commanding  Forces  from  General  Hooker's  Brigade  : 

Colonel  :  Your  courier  arrived  here  last  night,  as  did  the  lieutenant  I  had  sent  out 
to  communicate  with  you.  As  their  statements  did  not  entirely  agree  with  each 
other*  or  with  my  instructions  from  headquarters,  I  detained  ;four  courier  until  I 
should  have  heard  once  more  from  headquarters.  In  order  to  cross  your  force  to  this 
side  it  will  be  necessary  to  use  some  of  the  larger  river  crafts.  It  seems  that  tliat  means 
can  be  used  as  well  below  hero  as  at  this  point;  therefore  I  think  my  instructions 
will  be  best  carried  out  by  your  moving  down  the  river  to  Prince  Fredericktown,  on 
vour  side  of  the  river,  while  I  move  to  Beuedict,  on  my  side.  There  is  a  schooner 
here,  which  I  shall  have  dropped  down  the  river  as  we  march.  I  shall  send  couriers 
to  her  four  times  a  day  with  auy  intelligence  I  may  have  for  you,  and  you  will  please 
to  keep  me  notified  by  couriers  sent  often  to  her.  If  you  meet  any  considerable  force 
of  the  enemy  I  can  easily  throw  you  re-enforcements,  and  you  can  cross  to  me  at  any 
moment  I  deem  it  necessary,  if  it  should  be  necessary  before  you  reach  Pnnco  Freder- 
icktown. I  move  very  slowly  and  carefully,  and,  as  I  hear  there  are  cavalry  of  the 
enemy  on  your  side,  it  will  be  necessary  Chat  you  should  do  the  same.  I  am  not  able 
to  suy  certainly  whom  I  am  addressing,  as  your  courier  does  not  know  the  name  of 
the  colonel.  I  take  it  to  be  Colonel  Cowdin,  of  the  First  Massachusetts,  and  I  shaU 
be  happy  to  meet  him. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DWIGHT, 
Colon§lf  CamwkQnding  Expeditiom, 
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I  retarned  to  Colonel  Dwight  a  communication,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy: 

Headquarters  First  Rsqiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

SmiihvUle,  Md.y  September  12,  1861. 
Colonel  Dwight  : 

Sir  :  My  instrnctioDS  'from  beadquarters  do  DOt  contemplate  any  movement  below 
Lower  Marlborough.  If  yon  have  received  any  orders  applicable  to  this  command, 
please  forward  to  me  copies  thereof,  in  order  that  my  movements  may  be  governed 
thereby.  My  present  intention  is  to  move  down  to  Lower  Marlborough,  and,  unless 
I  receive  through  yon  or  otherwise  some  diftei-ent  instructions,  then,  in  compliance 
with  my  original  orders  from  General  McClellan,  I  shall  return  towaitls  Upper  Marl- 
borongh  to-day,  and  shall  reach  that  place  some  time  to-morrow.  It  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  meet  yon,  if  jxMsible,  and  exchange  compliments,  and  consult  upon  the 
state  of  affairs  in  this  section  of  t-ne  country. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

ROBERT  COWDIN, 
Colonel  Firet  MasBochuettte  Volunteert, 

As  I  cannot  gather  from  my  instrnctions  that  the  regiment  is  to  be 
detached  from  yonr  brigade  to  occupy  Port  Tobacco,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Dwight,  I  shall  proceed  to  a  point  from  which  I  can 
move  easily  in  either  direction,  and  await  further  orders  from  you.  If 
I  move  at  all,  it  will  be  towards  Upper  Marlborongh.  I  can  tind  no  in- 
dications of  any  enemy  in  this  neighborhood,  except  that  negroes  report 
that  some  thirty  or  forty  of  the  residents  here  meet  occasionally  for 
cavalry  drill,  and  that  they  seem  to  keep  up  partially  their  old  militia 
organization. 

While  preparing  this  dispatch  Captain  Wild  has  come  in  from  a 
scouting  party  and  I  inclose  his  report.* 

As  our  stores  have  run  low,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  \  make  requisitions 
upon  the  country  for  supplies.  In  relation  to  the  lamented  death  of 
Lieutenant  Hogg,  I  learn  that  the  accident  was  caused  by  the  unsea- 
worth)'  condition  of  the  boat,  which  gave  way  under  the  weight  of  the 
men  and  horses  on  board.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  instructed  by  you 
whether  I  shall  cause  the  houses  to  be  searched  in  which  I  am  informed 
there  are  single  cavalry  sabers  and  uniforms. 

EGBERT  COWDIN, 

ColoneL 

P.  8. — Later — i  p.  m.  I  am  now  on  my  way  towards  Upper  Marl- 
borough. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Brigade, 

Camp  Uniorij  September  13, 1861. 

Col.  BOBERT  CowDiN,  Commanding  Detachment^  due, : 

Sir  :  The  report  of  your  operations,  dated  2  p.  m.  on  the  12th  instant, 
reached  here  this  morning.  Prior  to  its  receipt  I  had  advised  you  of 
the  views  of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  in  regard  to  your 
future  movements,  and  also  informed  you  that  additional  rations  for 
your  command  would  be  forwarded  to  you  this  morning.  They  have 
left,  and  will  reach  you  to-day,  even  if  you  should  still  be  at  Lower 
Marlborough. 

Ff  om  the  spirit  of  the  general's  instructions  ft'ora  headquarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  not  contemplated 
that  >'on  should  extend  your  reconnaissance  farther  to  the  south  than 

*  Not  found. 
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Lower  Marlborough ;  nor  can  it  be  at  this  time,  onless  yon  should  be  in 
possession  of  information  which  you  have  failed  to  communicate,  which 
I  presume  is  not  the  case. 

It  18  impossible  to  make  your  instructions  any  other  than  general, 
where  the  extent  and  character  of  your  operations  must  depend  munly 
on  information  which  it  is  your  object  to  acquire  fh>m  observation 
and  intercourse  with  the  people  around  yon.  If  I  may  form  an  opinion 
from  the  extracts  you  have  furnished  me  from  Colonel  Dwight's  in- 
structions, I  conclude  that  his  instructions  warrant  him  in  covering  a 
much  larger  field  of  operations  than  was  intended  for  your  command, 
and  unless  you  have  reliable  information  that  the  rebels  are  in  force  at 
Port  Tobacco,  or  that  an  extensive  trade  in  contraband  goods  was  going 
on  fVom  that  point,  which  it  will  require  your  assistance  to  destroy,  I 
would  not  advise  you  to  take  part  in  the  operations  of  Oolonel  Dwight 
in  that  direction.  If  this  movement  was  suggested  at  headquarters, 
i^nd  it  was  designed  that  you  should  participate  in  it,  it  is  quite 
probable  that  I  would  have  been  so  advised.  Be  that  as  it  may,  l 
desire  that  yon  will  keep  open  your  communication  with  Colonel 
Dwight,  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  supi>ort  liim  in  all  times  of 
need. 

The  general  requests  that  you  will  keep  a  good  lookout  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Potomac  while  Colonel  Dwight  is  operating  in  the  direction 
of  Port  Tobacco;  but  at  all  times  observe  and  be  governed  by  your 
own  instructions,  rather  than  the  alleged  ones  of  others.  The  general 
is  gratified  with  your  adherence  to  them,  so  far  as  he  is  informed.  It 
is  not  advisable  to  direct  houses  to  be  searched  for  individual  arms,  and 
in  no  case  unless  you  have  good  reasons  to  suppose  that  they  are  used 
by  the  rebels  as  places  of  dei>osit  for  arms  and  contraband  stores. 

Be  pleased  to  have  the  wagons  and  escort  sent  you  to-day  returned 
without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
AsHfttant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


Heabquabtebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Wajihingtony  September  13, 1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission.* 

Proper  arrangement  in  field  and  hospital  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
of  an  army  is  one  of  the  most  imxierative,  and  has  always  been  found 
one  of  the  most  difficult,  duties  of  a  government.  From  its  very  nature 
it  should  be  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  commanding  general, 
and  the  whole  organization  intrusted  to  him,  free  from  the  tedious 
delays,  inconvenient  formalities,  and  inefficient  action  incident  to  every 
bureau  system,  however  ably  administered. 

The  Medical  Bureau  of  the  United  States,  like  every  other  branch  of 
the  military  service,  was  organized  in  reference  to  a  very  small  arm}^ 
operating  generally  in  smaJl  divisions,  and  in  time  of  peace,  and  hence 
it  could  not  fail  to  be  inadequate  to  the  sudden  and  enormous  exigen- 
cies of  the  present  war,  while  its  failure  affords  no  ground  of  imputa- 
tion or  reproach  against  the  distinguished  medical  officers  intrusted 
with  its  administration.    By  no  administrative  talent  can  a  system 

*  Not  found. 
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devised  for  tbe  purposes  of  small  divisioDS  of  an  anny  (not  exceeding 
in  the  whole  12,000  men)  be  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  an  army  of 
100,000,  actively  operating  npon  a  greAt  theater  of  war.  To  meet  their 
wants,  there  must  be  a  medical  system  commensarate  with  the  army, 
and  the  nature  of  its  operations  so  organized  as  to  be  in  harmonious 
action  with  every  other  branch  of  service  and  nnder  the  same  military 
command.  Th^  humane  and  disinterested  services  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission  have  enabled  them  to  make  sever.il  judicious  suggestions, 
and  their  labors  entitle  them  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Army  and  of  the 
country. 

The  following  suggestions  by  them  are  worthy  of  approval  and  im- 
mediate adoption : 

1st.  The  appointment  of  a  medical  director  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac by  its  commanding  general,  with  such  powers  as  he  may  deem 
proper  from  time  to  time  to  commit  to  such  director. 

2d.  The  immediate  organization  of  an  ambulance  corps,  to  act  under 
the  medical  dii-ector's  command. 

3d.  The  employment  of  an  adequate  corps  of  male  and  female  nurses 
by  the  medical  director,  to  act  under  bis  supervision. 

4th.  That  **  the  relations  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  the  Medical 
Bureau  be  placed  on  a  basis  of  entire  confidence  and  cooi>eration ;  that 
then*  disinterested  counsel  be  received  without  Jealousy." 

These  suggestions  of  the  Commission  merit  and  receive  the  cordial 
sanction  of  the  Commanding  General.  He  concurs  with  them  in  their 
iudgment  *'  that  they  have  earned  the  right  to  the  confidence  of  the 
Department  which  originally,  with  generous  reliance,  called  them  into 
being,  and  does  not  doubt  that  th(  y  still  enjoy  this  confidence";  and 
he  agrees  with  them  in  the  wish  '^to  see  it  extended  fully  from  the 
Medical  Bureau." 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Majar-OeneraL 


Hdqbs.  Army  op  Occupation  op  Western  Virginia, 
Camp  Scottj  near  Crosa-LaneSj  Va,,^  September  14, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Cox: 

Sib  :  Colonel  McCook,  commanding  a  provisional  brigade  to  cross 
the  Ganley  this  morning  and  o;  en  communications  with  youi*  forces, 
reported  to  be  on  the  Lewisburg  road,  and  at  the  same  time  to  recon- 
noiter  Wise's  position,  reported  at  Dogwood  Gap.  Should  he  be  found 
there  we  shall  prepare  to  attack  him  as  soon  as  we  have  thoroughly 
recoimoitered ;  sooner,  if  there  be  signs  of  retreat.  Dispose  your  com- 
mand to  follow  up  the  movement  if  we  deem  it  advisable.  To  this  end 
have  your  provision  and  ammunition  trains  inspected  and  numbered, 
arranging  for  the  ammunition  to  give,  with  what  they  have  iu  car- 
tridge-boxes, 100  rounds  to  Ciich  man. 

Leave  a  regiment  to  hold  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley  and  protect  the 
provision  and  ammunition  trains  below.  Hei>ort  your  opinion  and  the 
facts  on  which  it  is  based  with  respect  to  the  present  rebel  force  west 
of  the  Kanawha.  We  shall  start  our  provision  trains  to  draw  supplies 
from  your  lines  of  transportation.  Send  Wagner  forward  to  reeon- 
noiter  and  rei>ort  on  the  topographical  and  military  features  of  the  road 
to  Lewisburg,  the  report  to  be  sent  through  to  me  if  possible. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECBANS. 
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Sandy  Hook,  September  14, 1861 — 4  p.  m. 
Capt.  EoBEBT  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral : 

ISiB :  The  threateuing  attitude  of  the  rebels  upon  this  portion  of  my 
line  has  induced  me  to  remain  here  to  day. 

The  report  now  is  that  3,000  infantry  and  Captain  Ashby's  command 
of  cavalry  will  visit  Harper's  Ferry  this  evening.  I  do  not  place  much 
confidence  in  the  story;  it  comes  from  the  town  itself. 

A  messenger  from  Capt.  John  W.  Wilson,  commanding  near  Sharps- 
burg,  stating  that  his  camp  is  being  attacked  by  a  large  force,  consist- 
ing of  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  supposed  to  be  about  GOO,  asking 
aid  from  me.  The  cannona<ling  is  still  going  on  from  the  rebel  side, 
but  thus  far  has  produced  no  casualties  on  our  side.  As  soon  as  scouts 
now  out  return  I  will  decide  upon  the  matter  of  his  request. 

For  sake  of  prompt  communication  along  my  extended  front,  I  have 
agreed  to  permit  Mr.  Smith,  master  of  transportation  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  to  reconstruct  that  portion  of  the  telegraph  line 
which  was  destroyed  by  Colonel  Donnelly's  order  at  Berlin,  and  to  place 
an  office  here,  under  the  supervision  of  Major  Gould,  with  the  uu<ler- 
standing  that  if  we  are  at  any  time  att^acked  by  an  overwhelming  force 
the  line  and  office  should  be  destroyed.  As  a  consideration  for  this 
permission,  Mr.  Smith  i)roposes  to  keep  a  train  of  cars  and  an  engine  to 
transport  my  troops  without  delay  to  any  i>oint  to  defend  against  sud- 
den attack.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  [an]  admirable  arrangement,  and  I 
trust  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  General  Banks. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Korponay  is  in  command  of  my  camp  at  Point 
of  Eocks,  and  ho  informs  me  that  everything  is  quiet  upon  all  parts  of 
my  command  below.. 

Major  Burbank,  of  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Begiment,  was  here 
to-day.  He  informed  me  that  he  was  ordered  to  Monocacy  Aqueduct 
with  two  comp;inies,  and  wanted  to  know  where  he  should  be  provis- 
ioned from.  I  told  him  if  he  had  orders  to  report  to  me  I  would 
furnish  him  from  Point  of  Bocks,  but  if  he  was  to  be  under  General 
Stone's  command,  he  would  be  furnished  from  that  quarter.  He  re- 
quested me  to  communicate  my  general  instructions  to  him,  which 
1  did,  and  stated  to  him  if  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  me  I  would  give 
them  to  him  in  writing. 

Another  excellent  Opounder  (iron  cannon)  has  been  brought  over 
from  Virginia  today,  and  will  be  mounted  here  for  the  defense  of  this 
point. 

The  Massachusetts  men  captured  three  mules  from  the  secessionists 
to-day. 

Considerable  skirmishing  is  occasionally  going  on  across  the  river 
between  our  pickets,  1  or  2  miles  above,  and  several  of  the  enemy  have 
been  killed  and  wounded;  some  horses  also  killed. 

Best  assured  a  perfect  defense  of  the  line  will  be  made. 
With  high  regard, 

JNO.  W.  GEABY, 
Colonel  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Pa.  Vote.,  Cotndg,  Past. 


Headquabtebs  Hookeb's  Bbigade, 
Camp  Uniony  Md.^  September  14, 1861 — 7  a.  m. 

Col.  BOBEBT  GOWDIN,  Commanding.  <l^.,  near  Patuxent: 

Colonel  :  I  am  directed  by  the  brigadier-general  commanding  to 
inform  you  that  he  received  late  last  evening  fiK»m  the  headquarters  of 
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the  Army  of  the  Potomac  instnictions  for  yoa  to  proceed  to  Frederick- 
town  and  Saint  Leonard's,  and  gain  all  the  information  possible  regard- 
ing the  designs  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  capturing  snch  organized 
parties  as  you  may  n^eet  with,  and  taking  all  the  arms  and  munitions 
of  war  you  may  fall  ija  with ;  but  you  will  not  allow  your  men  to  dep- 
redate upon  citizens  who  attend  to  their  own  legitimate  business  and 
do  not  afford  aid  to  the  enemy,  even  if  they  are  secessionists.  When 
this  is  executed,  you  will  return  to  Lower  Marlborough  and  await  ftir- 
ther  orders. 

The  general  is  also  informed  that  Colonel  D  wight  is  ordered  to  Port 
Tobacco.  The  necessary  supplies  will  be  forwaided  to  you^  but  in 
order  to  do  this  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  report,  the  strength  of  your 
command  and  the  moat  direct  route  over  which  they  should  be  for- 
warded to  Lower  Marlborough.  This  you  can  determine  from  your  own 
observation.  Stores  forwarded  to  you  yesterday  were  dispatched  in 
season  to  reach  you  at  Lower  Marlborough  that  day,  and  it  was  ex- 
pected that  on  the  receipt  of  this  information  yon  would  have  halted 
your  command  if  on  the  march,  if  you  did  not  i*eturn  to  that  point.  If, 
on  inquiry,  you  should  find  that  you  have  not  on  hand  rations  for  your 
whole  command  for  the  time  necessary  for  you  to  execute  the  foregoing 
instructions,  you  will  divide  it,  and  send  forward  as  large  a  party  as  you 
are  able  to  find.  If  the  teamsters  return  in  season,  additional  supplies 
will  be  sent  from  here  to-morrow,  and  should  be  able  to  reach  Lower 
Marlborough  the  same  night. 

It  is  presumed  that  you  are  senior  officer  to  Colonel  D wight. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


Headquarters  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

September  15, 186L 

General  W.  B.  Franklin,  Fort  Williams : 

For  important  reasons,  I  desire  you  to  push  forward  to  completion 
the  defensive  works  around  your  position  as  rapidly  as  possible  (espe- 
cially that  work  on  the  south  side  of  Hunting  Creek),  with  all  your 
available  force. 

GEO.  B.  McjCLELLAN, 

Major- General  J  Commanding. 


Lower  Marlborough,  Md.,  September  16, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Hookrr,  Commanding  HooJcer'^s  Brigade : 

General:  We  are  now  quartered  near  Lower  Marlborough,  on  the 
road  to  Prince  Fredericktown.  In  regard  to  the  number  of  the  cav- 
alrymen, we  were  informed  by  the  commanders  that  there  were  130 
men,  but  since  find  that  they  have  only  90,  and  have  not  been  re- 
enforced.  Some  of  their  men  who  have  been  sent  as  messengers  have 
iiot  reported  themselves  back,  and  the  conduct  of  the  whole  force  dur- 
ing their  connection  with  me  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory.  I 
shidl  march  with  my  whole  force  to  Fredericktown  to- day. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  as  to  how  long  it  will  take  to  perform  the 
expedition,  I  would  say  that  we  can  probably  return  to  Lowejr  Marl- 
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borongh  by  Friday  Bight  Yoa  will  please  forward  rations  for  five 
days,  complete,  to  Lower  Marlboroagh,  and  three  boxes  of  ammanitioD, 
as  some  of  ours  got  wet. 

BOBEBT  COWDIN, 
Colonelj  Commanding  First  Regiment 


Pbinge  Fbedebigktown,  Md.,  September  16, 1861. 
Brig.  Oen.  Joseph  Hookeb: 

General:  I  arrived  at  this  place  this  evening.  I  find  that  there 
have  been  organized  in  this  town  two  companies — one  of  cavalry  and 
one  of  infantry.  I  have  sent  out  scouting  parties  to-day  and  shall 
send  more  to-night.  I  shall  remain  here  to-morrow,  and  shall  send 
forward  a  detachment  of  cavalry  to  Saint  Leonard's,  if  nothing  occurs 
to  change  my  plans. 

The  msy'ority  of  the  citizens  are  opposed  to  the  Gk>vemment,  and 
many  fled  the  town  at  my  approach,  as  has  been  the  case  in  many 
other  secession  places.  The  professed  object  of  the  two  companies 
organized  is  home  protection,  in.  case  of  negro  insurrection.  I  shall 
thoroughly  investigate  the  matter,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
true  state  of  affairs. 

I  received  a  dispatch  from  Colonel  Dwight  to-day  and  replied.  He 
was  at  a  short  distance  from  Benedict,  moving  on  towards  Port  Tobacco. 

BOBEBT  COWDIN, 
Commanding  First  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 


Lower  Marlborough,  Md.,  September  16, 1861. 

Col.  William  Dwight: 

Colonel:  Your  message  is  just  received.  My  instructions  con- 
template a  visit  to  Prince  Fredericktown  and  Saint  Leonard's  and  a 
return  to  this  place.  I  am  also  instructed  to  keep  open  a  communica- 
tion with  yourself.  I  cannot,  upon  my  own  responsibility,  exceed 
these  instructions,  unless  you  should  be  attacked  or  are  in  danger  of 
being  cut  off»  neittier  of  which  contingencies  seem  to  me  probable.  lu 
case  either  should  occur,  however,  I  will  take  every  means  in  my 
power  to  render  you  immediate  assistance.  I  feel  very  much  indebted 
to  yon  for  the  use  of  the  steamer  yesterday,  which  saved  my  men  a 
very  fatiguing  march. 
I  am,  sir, 

ROBERT  COWDm, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers* 


Hdqrs.  Armt  of  Occupation,  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  Cross-Lanes^  Va,^  September  16, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  J.  D.  Cox,  Camp  at  Spy  Rockj  Va. : 

General:  The  Commanding  General  directs  that  you  advance  with 
the  main  body  of  your  column  only  far  enough  to  occupy  a  good  camp> 
lug  ground  in  a  strongly  defensible  position,  and  wait  for  your  tent  and 
baggage  trains  to  come'  up.  Send  forward  a  strong  advance  guard,  if 
practicable,  to  the  top  of  Big  Sewell.    If  that  cannot  be  done,  send  one 
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88  far  forwtiid  as  practicable  without  endangering  its  safety,  and  push 
your  oatposts  well  to  the  fronts  ordering  the  most  advanced  ones  to 
ambush  and  capt^ire  all  sooats  from  the  rebels.  Bring  everything  into 
the  most  pert<Bct  order,  and  have  daily  drills  until  we  can  get  our  am- 
jDunition  and  provision  trains  up,  when  we  will  cross  over  also.  Keep 
up  daily  line  of  couriers  to  end  of  telegraph  and  to  Oauley.  As  soon 
as  l^ler  gets  down  call  up  all  your  available  force,  and  order  Tyler  to 
prepare  for  the  construction  of  Gauley  Bridge  for  the  crossing  of  our 
trains. 

W.  S.  BOSEGBANS, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  U.  8.  Army. 


HoQBS.  Abmt  of  Oooupation,  Western  Yiboinia, 

Camp  Cross-LaneSj  Va,y  September  17, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Beynolds,  JSUc  Water : 

A  pressure  of  occupations  prevented  me  from  announcing  to  yon,  as 
I  should  have  done,  that  after  a  march  of  18  miles  on  the  10th  we  at- 
tacked Floyd's  intrenched  camp  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  but  were  prevented 
from  carrying  the  intrenchments  by  coming  on  of  night  and  the  ex- 
haustion of  our  troops.  We  withdrew  from  the  woods  which  covered 
his  front  into  the  fields,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  distant,  where  we  lay  over- 
night in  order  of  battle.  The  next  morning  we  took  iK>ssession  of  his 
camp,  which  he  had  evacuated  during  the  night.  Having  destroyed  the 
ferry  and  all  means  of  passing,  we  were  unable  to  pursue.  The  rebels 
had  five  or  six  regiments,  at  least  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  and  three 
comimnies  of  cavalry.  Wise's  force  consisted  of  three  or  four  regiments, 
and  they  were  met  by  one  from  Carolina  and  one  from  Georgia,  15 
miles  from  here,  on  the  Lewisburgpike,  making  from  ten  to  twelve  regi- 
ments. As  soon  as  we  could  send  word  General  Cox  advanced.  We 
have  added  a  brigade  to  him.  Both  forees  are  now  on  the  Lewisburg 
road.  We  are  preparing  to  join  them.  The  rebels  have  retreated  over 
Big  Sewell,  if  not  to  Meadow  Mountain.  Th^y  may  join  forces  and  try 
to  cmsh  us  with  their  augmented  strength.  They  cannot  crush  you. 
I  will  dispatch  you  again  ^is  evening. 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  U.  8.  Army. 


Hdqbs.  Abhy  op  Occupation,  Western  Viboinia, 

Camp  CrosS'Lanes^  Fa.,  September  17, 1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Betnolds,  UUc  Water,  Va. : 

In  my  dispatch  of  this  evening  you  have  the  result  of  our  first  battle 
at  Camifix  Ferry.  The  information  of  following  up  the  movement ; 
the  importance  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  to  the  reliels ;  the  immense 
length  and  dangerous  direction  of  our  line  of  commnnicatiou  with  the 
depots;  taking  immense  trains  over  bad  roads,  and  requiring  guards 
at  so  many  points;  the  necessity  of  adding  a  portion  of  the  moving 
column  to  Cox's  brigade,  and  the  fact  that  it  t»kes  six  days  to  reach 
you,  and  other  considerations,  have  induced  me  to  throw  this  column 
00  the  Lewisburg  and  Kanawha  pike,  adding  to  it  the  Kanawha 
Brigade,  confiding  in  your  ability  to  hold  the  forces  in  your  front. 
Watch  them,  therefore,  with  all  care ;  open  well  the  road  to  your  front ; 
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keep  it  clear ;  hold  yoar  poBition  securely,  and  the  moment  yon  see  any 
signs  of  an  opportunity,  fall  on  them,  and  worry  and  harass  them,  if 
you  can  do  no  more.  K  your  troops  move  lightly,  carrying  the  necessary 
provisions  to  go  and  return,  you  can  so  harass  them  that  yon  may 
prevent  their  leaving  theur  position  and  stop  any  force  they  can  bring 
against  you.  Hasten  up  your  troops,  and  when  your  column  is  re-en- 
forced .  we  may  have  the  opx>ortunity  to  strihe  a  decisive  blow.  Keep 
well  advised. 
Yoursy 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  U.  8.  Army. 


Headquabtebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimorej  Md.^  September  19, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  G.  B.  MgClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potamae: 

General:  There  are  several  companies  in  Caroline,  Queen  Anne, 
and  Carroll  Counties  under  arms  once  or  twice  a  week  drilling.  They 
are  composed  exclusively  of  secessionists,  and  are  armed  with  rifled 
muskets.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  they  are  organized 
in  every  instance  under  the  laws  of  this  State,  bnt  it  makes  no  differ- 
ence. If  they  are,  they  are  acting  in  violation  of  the  order  of  the  gov- 
ernor, who  called  on  them  some  months  ago  to  give  up  their  arms.  If 
they  are  nnauthorized  organizations,  they  ought  to  be  broken  up.  If 
you  approve  of  the  suggestion,  I  will  send  a  few  policemen,  with  a  com- 
petent military  force,  from  50  to  100  men  in  each  case,  and  take  their 
arms  from  them.  I  know  the  governor  approves  the  measure-,  and  I 
propose  to  consult  him  in  each  case  before  I  act.  We  can  get  a  few 
hundred  arms  of  the  best  quality,  and  take  them  out  of  the  hands  of 
men  of  the  worst  character. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


General  Orders,  \  War  Dept.,  Adj't  Gen.^s  Office, 

No.  SO.  )  Washington^  September  19, 1861. 

I.  The  Military  Department  of  Ohio  will  in  future  consist  of  the 
State  of  that  name,  Indiana,  and  so  much  of  Kentucky  as  lies  with* 
in  15  miles  of  Cincinnati,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
Mitchel,  of  the  U.  S.  Volunteers;  headquarters,  Cincinnati. 

So  much  of  Virginia  as  lies  west  of  the  Blue  liidge  Mountains  will 
constitute  in  future  a  separate  command,  to  be  callra  the  Department 
of  Western  Virginia,  under  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans.  Headquarters 
in  the  field.  The  latter  will  continue  to  draw  re-enforcements  by  reqaisi- 
tious  upon  the  governor  of  Ohio  as  heretofore,  or  by  order  addressed 
direct  to  the  U,  S.  commander  in  that  State,  as  often  as  may  be  neces- 


sary. 


By  order ; 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant'  Qenerah 
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LOWEB  Mablbobough,  Md., 

September  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Hookbb,  Commanding  Hoakev^s  Brigade: 

Genebal:  Tour  commauications  of  the  18th  and  19th  are  received.* 
I  took  up  my  line  of  march  at  6  o'clock  last  evening  and  arrived  here  this 
morning  at  1  o'clock,  after  having  visited,  b}*  detachments,  among  others, 
the  following  places:  Plam  Point,  Hnntingtown,  Parker's  Greek,  Mack- 
all's  Feny,  Buzzard's  Greek,  Battle  Greek,  Saint  Leonard's,  Drum  Point, 
Cove  Point.  Fishing  Greek,  Port  Bepablic,  Buena  Vista,  and  Point 
Patience,  which  is  at  the  extreqie  end  of  the  Peninsula.  There  is  no 
doabt  that  the  march  of  the  regiment  through  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try has  had  a  good  effect,  and  has  broken  up  or  paralyzed  all  military 
organizations  in  this  vicinity,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  will 
be  no  new  organizations  created,  the  leaders  having  fled  and  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  having  expressed  their  determination  not  to 
oppose  the  Q^vernmeut. 

In  your  communication  of  the  18th  instant  you  say  rumors  have 
reached  you  of  irregularities  committed  by  my  command.  I  am  aWare 
that  such  complaints  have  been  made,  but  have  no  doubt  that  the  ac- 
counts of  them  have  been  much  exaggerated.  All  cases  brought  to  my 
notice  have  been  investigated  and  the  parties  punished.  I  believe  that 
some  of  the  cavalry,  while  on  detached  duty,  have  been  chiefly  the 
cause  of  these  complaints,  it  being  almost  impossible  to  control  tbem. 
Numbers  of  them  have  been  intoxicated  and  unfit  to  perform  their  duty. 
I  Lave  hesitated  to  make  this  report,  it  having  been  my  endeavor,  since 
their  connection  with  my  command,  to  make  them  conduct  themselves 
as  soldiers. 

I  have  been  unable  to-flnd  any  trace  of  contraband  trade,  and  think 
that  if  it  exists  on  this  side  of  the  Patuxent  it  must  be  on  a  very  small 
scale.  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  has 
been  accomplished  as  far  as  lie«  in  my  power,  and  that  there  is  no  fur- 
ther necessity  of  a  large  body  of  troops  remaining  in  this  vicinity. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  GOWDIN, 
Colonel  J/%nt  Regiment  Maaeachusetta  Volunteers. 


Headquabtebs  of  the  Abmy, 

Washington^  September  25,  18G1. 

General  Rosbgbans,  XJ.  S.  A.,  Cross-Lanes^  Va. : 

No  blow  has  been  struck  at  yon.  That  phrase  objectionable.t  Draw 
re-enforcements  and  supplies  as  before.  According  to  your  means,  clear 
as  much  of  Western  Virginia  of  the  enemy  as  practicable.  No  precise 
instruction  can  be  safely  given  from  this  distance,  either  for  attack, 
pursuit,  or  falling  back.  You  are  a  soldier,  a  scientiflc  general,  ana 
confidence  is  reposed  in  your  judgment  and  discretion,  as  well  as  in 
your  zeal  and  ralor;  consequently  good  results  are  expected  from  you. 
There  are  two  Illinois  regiments  at  Gamp  Dennison  subject  to  your 
call,  through  the  governor,  or,  preferably,  Brigadier  General  Mitchel. 
Captain  Gilbert's  company  is  serving  in  tiie  Western  Department,  and 

cannot  be  withdrawn.    The  captain  was  ordered  to  report  to  you  for 

II  ,  —  .    ,  -  -  . 

*  Not  fonnd. 

tThe  dispatch  thns  answered  not  foond. 
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Bach  light  duty  as  he  ooold  do,  as  jadge-adTOcate«and  while  Rnffering 
from  his  wound.  Yoar  staff— McLean^  Barus,  bickerson,  and  Dr. 
Wright — are  not  to  be  taken  from  your  orders. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Gamp  Tyndale,  Point  of  Books, 

Septefnber  28,  1861. 

General  Ohablss  P.  Stone,  Commanding  Carps  of  Obtenpaiion: 

Dear  General:  I  have  reliable  information,  and  such  as  shonld  be 
believed,  that  there  are  about  27,000  men  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lees- 
bnrg,  Genei-al  Johnston  commanding  in  person.  Their  intention  is  to 
attack  my  lines  in  several  places  and  to  make  a  crossing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Nolaud's  Ferry,  or  at  Mason's  Island,  about  one  mile  and  a 
half  above  that  point.  My  informant  is  Mr.  Buxton,  who  is  now  here, 
and  left  Leesbnrg  this  morning. 

Xow,  if  all  this  be  true,  it  liehooves  ns  to  be  np  and  doing. ,  With 
some  more  troops  and  a  couple  more  pieces  of  artillery  I  feel  very  con- 
fident I  can  make  a  successful  resistance.  I  hope  therefore,  that  you 
will  lend  me  your  aid  when  the  trying  hour  comes,  for,  without  counting 
numbers,  I  will  stoutly  resist. 
Yours,  truly, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 

ColaneL 


Darnestown,  Md.,  September  28, 1861. 
General  Stone: 

Sir:  I  received  your  letter  of  this  morning  at  7  o'clock.    We  have 
sent  the  Twelfth  Indiana,  a  good  regiment,  with  a  section  of  Captain 
Beat's  artillery,  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Geary.    They  start  at  once,  and 
will  reach  Noland's  Ferry  by  nightfall. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  BANKS. 


Washington,  September  28. 1861. 

Maj-Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  yonr 
instructions  I  went  down  the  Potomac  yesterday  as  far  as  Mathias 
Point.    In  company  with  me  were  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.  Navy,  of 

the  Potomac  flotilla,  and Sherbunie,  late  of  the  rebel  army. 

Lieutenant  Wyman's  knowledge  of  the  river  was  of  great  service  in 
X)ointing  out  the  different  localities.  The  first  point  available  to  the 
enemy  for  the  erection  of  batteries  to  obstmct  navigation  is  Whitestone. 
The  lower  part  of  this  point  is  a  bluff  nbont  100  feet  high,  the  &oe  of 
which  may  have  an  extent  of  five  or  six  hundred  yards.  From  this 
bluff*  batteries  would  rake  the  channel  below  as  fi»r  as  shot  or  shell 
would  reach.  It  is  thickly  wooded  up  to  it«  very  edge,  and  through  a 
portion  of  the  extent  the  woods  extend  down  the  face  of  the  bluff  to 
the  water's  edge.  The  river  opposite  Whitestone  Point  is  bnt  slightly 
over  a  mile  wide.  The  next  location  requiring  notice  is  Hallowing 
Point.  This  point  is  mostly  level  and  cleare<l;  elevation  only  firom 
20  to  30  feet.  Batteries  on  this  point  would  be  very  eft<ective,  but  it 
is  so  low  and  open  to  observation  that  we  can  prevent  their  con- 
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stnictioQ  or  make  it  very  difflcalt  to  bold  them  if  oonstnicted.  High 
Point  conies  next.  The  river  is  fall  2  milt^s  wide  here.  In  the  military 
sense  of  the  term  the  channel  could  not  be  ^^obetrueted"  by  a  battery 
60  distant.  Commercial  vessels  wonld,  however,  be  relnctant  to  iiass 
nnder  its  fire.  The  point  I  should  not  judge  to  be  more  than  30  or 
40  feet  high.  It  is  wooded,  too,  within  a  tew  yards  of  the  crest  of 
the  blufil  The  water  is  so  shoal  for  a  mile  or  more  in  front  of  it  that 
oar  own  vessels  of  war  cannot  efficiently  shell  it.  I  think  we  may  soon 
look  for  a  battery  here.  Freestone  Point  comes  next,  and  a  batteiy 
exists  there,  supposed  to  have  live  guns,  one  of  which  (perhaps  two)  is 
said  to  be  a  rifled  30*  pounder.  In  passing  down  the  ship  channel  I 
found  it  impossible  to  distinguish  this  battery — ^the  weather  was  not 
clear — but  I  can  readily  judge  of  its  iNwition.  Its  elevation  is  proba- 
bly 50  or  60  feet,  the  gun  rising  still  higher  behind  it,  and,  though  its 
front  was  concealed  by  a  skirt  of  wood,  a  com  field  extends  behind  it 
one  or  two  hundred  yards,  and  then  woods  again  clothing  the  elevation 
behind.  To  the  left  and  southward  are  open  slo|>e8  extending  down  to 
the  water.  Probably,  therefore,  the  rear  of  the  battery  would  be  quite 
accessible,  so  far  as  physical  obstacles  are  concerned,  to  an  attack. 
Why  has  a  battery  been  placed  here  so  far  fit>m  the  ship  channel  of  the 
Potomac  f  2?ot  unlikely  it  is  for  defensive  purposes,  as  I  presumed 
those  at  Aquia  Greek  five  weeks  ago  to  be. 

Cockpit  Point  is  40  or  50  feet  high,  with  a  very  low  spit  projecting 
a  few  hundred  feet  into  the  river.  The  height  is  wooded,  if  I  recollect 
rightly.  From  this  point  to  the  Quantico  the  river  bank  rises  in  irreg- 
ular hills,  partly  wooded,  partly  open,  offering  numerous  points  where 
batteries  could  be  established  to  bear  by  cross-fire  on  the  channel. 
Even  here,  however,  the  narrowest  part  of  the  river  after  passing  Hal- 
lowing Point  until  Mathias  Point  is  reached,  vessels  can  keep  them- 
selves from  one  and  a  half  to  two  miles  irom  the  batteries.  Shipping 
Point  (£van.sx)ort)  lies  between  the  Quantico  and  Chopawamsic.  A 
plateau,  generally  cleared,  forms  the  termination  of  this  peninsula,  very 
near  behind  which  the  hills  rise,  and  are  generally  wooded.  The  jmnt 
next  the  Quantico  is  tJie  most  favorable  for  a  battery,  but  it  is  level, 
open,  and  not  more  than  20  or  30  feet  high,  and  easily  accessible  to  our 
vessels.  After  passing  the  Chopawamsic  the  liver  widens,  and  the 
shores  recede  too  much  from  the  channel  to  ofier  favorable  locations  for 
batteries.  The  batteries  of  Aquia  and  Potomac  Creeks  need  no  special 
allusion  in  this  brief  communication.  They  are  evidently  defeusive. 
Mathias  Point  is  the  one  of  the  whole  river  (except  perhaps  VYhitestone) 
where  the  navigation  could  be  most  effectually  closed.  The  favorable 
location  for  batteries  is  the  northern  extremity,  comprising  an  area 
of  no  great  extent,  and  thickly  covered  with  young  pines.  Why  has 
not  tjiis  point  been  before  this  occupied  by  hostile  batteries  f  Simply,  I 
believe,  because  it  would  require  a  good  many  guns  and  a  good  many  men 
to  protect  those  guns  at  a  remote  point,  where  the  men  and  guns  would 
be  lost  for  any  other  purpose  than  this  snliordinate  one  of  interrupting 
onr  navigation.  The  enemy  would  not  risk  a  battery  here  without  either 
a  strong  fidd  work  for  1,000  men  or  a  large  field  force  in  the  vicinity. 
Such  a  field  work  we  are  perfectly  sure  has  not  been  built,  and  the  evi- 
dence is  in  favor  of  the  opinion  that  there  are  no  batteries  there.  I'he 
l^st  way  to  prevent  their  construction  seems  to  me  to  cut  or  bum  oflf 
the  pine  wood.  A  regiment,  I  think,  would  cut  it  oft'  in  a  few  hours  if 
protected  by  our  vessels.  It  the  timber  will  burn  standing,  an  opera- 
tion on  a  smaller  scale  will  do  the  business.  In  the  same  manner  the 
construction  of  batteries  on  Whitestone  Point  may  be  prevented. 
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Batteries  at  High  Point,  at  Cockpit  Point,  and  thence  down  to  the 
ChopawauQBic,  cannot  be  prevented.  We  may,  indeed,  prevent  their  con- 
struction on  certain  points,  but  along  here  somewhere  the  enemy  can 
establish,  in  spite  of  us,  as  many  batteries  as  he  chooses.  What  is  the 
remedy?  Favorable  circumstances,  not  to  be  certainly  anticipated  nor 
made  the  basis  of  any  calculations,  might  justify  and  render  suocessfol 
the  attack  and  capture  of  a  particular  battery.  To  suppose  that  we  can 
capture  all,  and  by  new  attacks  of  this  kind  prevent  the  navigation  being 
molested,  is  very  much  the  same  as  to  snppose  that  the  hostile  army  in 
our  own  front  can  prevent  us  building  and  maintaining  field  works  to 
protect  Arlington  and  Alexandria  by  capturing  them  one  and  all  as 
fast  as  they  are  buOt.  As  long  as  the  enemy  is  master  of  the  other 
shore  he  can  build  and  maintain  as  many  batteries  as  he  chooses.  If 
we  cannot  take  his  batteries,  we  can  counter-batter  them — that  is,  we 
tAu  on  Stump  Neck  and  Buda's  Ferry  Point  establish  superior  batteries 
to  his,  and  it  is  probable  we  can  so  molest  him  on  all  points  where  bis 
batteries  could  be  eftectnally  treated  a«  to  cause  him  to  abandon  his 
efibrt.  It  must  be  considered,  however,  that  this  is  an  operation  costly 
in  men  and  munitions.  We  must  have  numerous  and  powert'nl  guns ; 
we  must  have  several  strong  field  works,  the  location  of  which  may 
have  to  be  changed  by  some  unexpected  change  in  the  disposition  of 
an  antagonist's  batteries.  I  should  estimate  that  we  should  require 
ten  to  twenty  heavy  guns  on  Indian  Head  and  fifty  establisheil  on 
the  shore  from  opposite  Cockpit  Point  to  opposite  Evansport.  In 
the  same  manner,  should  the  enemy  actually  succeed  in  establishing 
batteries  on  Whitestone  Point  and  Mathias  Point,  we  could  counter- 
batter  them  from  the  opposite  shores.  At  Mathias  the  shore  just 
north  of  Upper  Cedar  Point  and  the  bluflf  north  of  Pope's  Creek  fnr- 
nish,  at  2  miles'  distance,  good  employment  for  batteries.  My  appre- 
hension that  the  enemy  wfll  actually  occupy  those  points  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  induce  me  to  recommend  (particularly  should  the  timber  be 
cut  ofi*)  the  construction  of  the  necessary  batteries  and  the  inclosing 
field  works  as  a  preventive  measure.  As  to  counter-batteries  for  the 
portion  of  the  river  between  High  Point  and  Evansport,  I  would  wait 
until  the  disposition  and  ability  of  the  enemy  seriously  to  molest  the 
navigation  is  more  fully  developed  before  commencing. 
I  am.  very  respectfhlly,  your  most  obedient, 

J.  G.  BfARNABDj 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  Engineer. 


United  States  Steamer  PocAnoNTAfi, 

September  29,  1861. 

Miyor-Goneral  MoGlellan: 

Sib:  Since  making  the  excursion  down  the  Potomac  with  General 
Barnard  I  have  been  trying  to  eome  to  some  conclusion  regarding  the 
reason  why  the  enemy  should  have  selected  Freestone  Point  as  a  site 
for  a  battery.  It  commands  nothing;  is  merely  an  annoyance  on  the 
river  and  no  more.  It  does  not  even  prevent  lauding  should  kucIi  1)c 
desired  at  0<xx>quan  Mills  or  below  the  x>oint.  I  feel  confident  that 
it  is  merely  a  ruse,  a  blind,  to  draw  our  attention  from  the  other  points 
to  that  until  they  are  prepared  at  their  more  important  points,  such  as 
High  Point,  Cockpit  Point,  and  the  bluflF  just  above  Evansport,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Qnantico  Creek.  I  consider  these  three  points  as  mer- 
iting the  first  attention.   There  is  one  circumstance  that  strikes  me  with 
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regard  to  Freestone  Point,  viz,  that  their  workmen  there  were  not  so 
carefolly  concealed  as  asoal,  and  to  me  it  appears  that  they  were  inten- 
tionally exposed  to  view,  as  there  was  iio  necessity  for  bringing  them 
at  all  ontside  the  thick  growth  of  trees  nntil  ready,  and  then  they  would 
have  cnt  the  tree^  at  night  and  opened  their  battery  at  daylight  Be- 
sides this,  a  week  or  so  before  about  20  men  were  seen  going  up  towards 
this  bluff  from  the  northward.  This  exposure  is  not  in  keeping  with 
their  nsnal  maneuvers,  and  besides  the  road  direct  lies  on  the  south 
side  of  the  bluif. 

I  called  yesterday  morning  to  speak  to  yourself  or  General  Baruard 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  not  linding  you  in,  my  duties  did  not  per- 
mit me  to  wsAtj  and  I  trusted  that  1  might  have  found  an  opportunity 
to  call  before  going  down  the  river.  As  I  shall  go  probably  by  10  to  11 
a.  m.  to-morrow,  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing,  In  accordance  with  the 
pennission  given  by  yourself. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant-Cammandery  U.  8*  Steamer  Pocahontas. 


Headquastebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Septeniber  30,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Lockwood,  Cambridge: 

Sib:  I  am  authorized  by  Major-General  McGlellan  to  disarm  any  com- 
panies on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  which  are  training  with  sup- 
posed hostile  intentions  toward  the  Government.  There  is  a  company 
at  Biall's  Landing,  on  the  Nantieoke  Biver,  commanded  by  Captain 
Moore,  and  called  the  l^askiu  Guards,  which  ought  to  be  disarmed. 
Will  you  please  see  that  is  done  f 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Generaly  Commariding. 


Headquabtebs  Excelsior  Brigade, 

Oood  Hope,  September  30, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Aseietant  Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  camp  last  night. 
The  order  of  yesterday,  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  march  at 
short  notice,  reached  me  at  Piscataway,  where  the  force  detached  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Dwight  was  encamped.  Regarding  this  order 
as  superseding  the  instructions  heretofore  received  (to  halt  the  detach- 
ment at  Piscataway  until  further  orders),  I  directed  Colonel  Dwight  at 
noon  to  break  camp  and  move  to  Good  Hope,  where  the  column  arrived 
at  6  p.  m.  ^  a  march  of  15  miles.  A  rumor  prevailed  among  the  men 
that  an  actiop  would  take  place  to-day,  so  they  prevailed  upon  their 
officers  not  to  halt,  and  they  did  not. 

On  Friday  I  examined  the  position  of  the  batteiy  at  Freestone  Point. 
It  seems  not  well  placed  to  impede  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac. 
Observing  how  close  to  the  shore  the  channel  nins  at  Cockpit  and 
Hallowing  Points  and  other  places  on  the  Virginia  side,  and  where  as 
yet  no  batteries  have  been  disclosed,  the  inference  is  suggested  that 
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the  works  now  on  the  river  have  for  their  main  object  a  river  line  of 
defense,  and  that  they  are  not  seriously  thonght  of  by  the  enemy  as 
menacing  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac.  The  considerable  bodies  of 
troops  encamped  near  the  batteries  at  Aqnia  Greek,  Oocoqoan,  Free- 
stone and  Mathias  Points  corroborate  this  snggestioiif 

The  shores  on  each  bank  of  the  Potomac  abound  in  excellent  places 
for  the  embarkation  and  landing  of  troops,  fiom  some  of  which  com- 
manding positions  are  easily  and  quickly  accessible.  Between  Dumfries 
and  the  mouth  of  Powell  Biver,  on  the  Virginia  side,  there  is  a  good 
shore  for  disembarkation,  while  firom  Budd's  Ferry  or  Chapman's  Point, 
on  the  west  bank,  a  very  large  force  could  be  conveniently  and  secretly 
put  on  board  transports.  If  it  were  thought  advisable  to  effect  a  land* 
ing  lower  down  the  river,  menacing  Fredericksburg  and  the  enemy's 
line  of  communications.  Pope^s  Creek  and  Lower  Cedar  Point,  on  the 
Maryland  side,  and  the  line  firom  Boder's  Creek  to  Monroe  Creek,  on  the 
opposite  shore,  would  deserve  consideration,  in  view  of  the  facilities 
aitbrded  by  an  accessible  open  country  for  an  advance. 

The  general  conmianding  having  directed  my  particular  attention  to 
Hilltop,  in  Charles  County,  I  have  to  observe  that  it  is  a  commanding 
position,  overlooking  an  extensive  valley  to  the  left  ^southeast),  un* 
broken  almost  to  the  bank  of  the  Potomac.  The  vidley  is  about  a 
thousand  yards  in  width,  and  proceeding  east  of  north  towards  Budd's 
Feny  and  the  Chicamaxen  Biver  there  is  another  range  of  hills  nearly 
as  high  as  Hilltop,  which  slopes  gradually  towards  the  river.  The  coun- 
try is  generally  wooded,  with  occasional  openings  of  cultivated  land. 
The  roads  are  bad,  often  passing  tlirough  defiles.  An  advancing  force 
could  be  impeded  and  harassed  at  every  step,  and  for  artillery  the 
roads  would  present  many  serious  inconveniences. 

There  are  other  facts  and  observations  which  I  might  add  with  refer- 
ence to  the  topographical  and  military  aspects  of  the  country,  but  these 
are  omitted/lest  this  communication  might  be  found  tedious.  If  a  more 
particular  report  be  desired,  it  will  be  promptly  transmitted. 

Several  scouts  were  sent  out  by  Colonel  Dwight,  but  they  were  in 
every  instance  stopped  while  crossing  the  river  by  vessels  of  our  flotilla. 
On  Friday,  after  communicating  with  the  commander  of  the  Island 
Belle,  from  whom  I  have  to  aclmowledge  many  courtesies  and  much, 
valuable  co-operation,  Fwas  enabled  to  land  on  the  other  side,  near 
Mathias  Point,  several  intelligent  scouts,  from  whom  a  report  may  be 
expected  at  an  early  day. 

One  company.  Captain  Burgess'  TFifth  Begiment),  which  was  sent  to 
Leonardtown,  has  not  yet  reportea;  it  will  probably  reach  eamp  to- 
morrow. 

Inclosed  herewith  yon  will  please  find  Colonel  Dwight's  summary  of 
the  several  daily  reports  heretofore  made,  to  which  I  respectfully  invite 
attention.^ 

The  population  on  his  line  of  march  were  generally  in  communication 
with  the  enemy.  He  has,  however,  made  but  few  arrets  or  seizures, 
in  view  of  the  very  limited  authority  given  to  him  by  my  instructions. 
One  of  the  most  important  is  that  of  one  Jones,  the  manager  of  a  feny 
at  Pope's  Creek,  who  has  been  actively  engaged  in  conveying  men, 
arms,  ammunition,  and  correspondence  for  the  enemy.  He  will  be  sent 
to  headquarters  with  several  others  as  soon  as  Colonel  Dwight^s  report 
of  prisoners  arrested  and  property  taken  is  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

D.  E.  SICELLES, 
Br^gadier-OtneroL 

*Notf6iiiid. 
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OeNEBAI.  OBDBBS,  )  HDQBS.  ABMY  of  THB  POTOlCi.0, 

I^o.  18.  )  WaahingUmj  September  30, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

XI.  The  works  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington  are  named  as  follows : 

The  work  south  of  Hunting^  Greek,  Fort  Lyon. 

That  on  Shooter's  Hill,  Fort  Ellsworth. 

That  to  the  left  of  the  Seminary.  Fort  Worth. 

That  in  front  of  Blenker's  brigade,  Fort  Blenker. 

That  in  front  of  Lee's  house,  FcMrt  Ward. 

That  near  the  mouth  of  Four  Mile  Creek,  Fort  Scott 

That  on  Bichardson's  Hill,  Fort  Bichardson. 

lliat  now  known  as  Fort  Albany,  Fort  Albany. 

That  near  the  end  of  Long  Bridge,  Fort  Buuyon. 

The  work  next  on  the  right  of  Fort  Albany,  Fort  Graig. 

The  next  on  the  right  of  Fort  Graig,  Fort  Tillinghast. 

The  next  oa  the  right  of  Fort  Tillinghast,  Fort  Bamsay. 

The  work  next  on  the  right  of  Fort  Bamsay,  Fort  Woodbury. 

That  next  on  the  right  of  Fort  Woodbury,  Fort  Do  Kalb. 

The  work  in  rear  of  Fort  Gorcoran  and  near  canal.  Fort  Haggerty. 

That  now  known  as  Fort  Gorcoran,  Fort  Gorcoran. 

That  to  the  north  of  Fort  Gorcoran,  Fort  Bennett. 

That  south  of  Ghain  Bridge,  on  height.  Fort  Ethan  Allen. 

That  near  the  Ghain  Bridge,  on  Leesbnrg  road.  Fort  Marcy. 

That  on  the  cliff  north  of  Ghain  Bridge^attery  Martin  Scott. 

That  on  height  near  reservoir.  Battery  Vermont. 

That  near  C^rgetown,  Battery  Gameron. 

That  on  the  left  of  Tennallytown,  Fort  Gaines. 

That  at  Tennallytown,  Fort  Pennsylvania. 

That  at  Emory's  Chapel,  Fort  Massachusetts. 

That  near  camp  of  Second  Bbode  Island  Begiment,  Fort  Slocum. 

That  on  Prospect  Hill,  near  Bladensburg,  Fort  Lincoln. 

That  next  on  the  left  of  Fort  Lincoln,  Fort  Saratoga. 

That  next  on  the  left  of  Fort  Sarato^  Fort  Bunker  Hill. 

That  on  the  right  of  General  Sickles'  camp,  Fort  Stanton. 

That  on  the  right  of  Fort  Stanton,  Fort  Carroll. 

That  on  the  left  towards  Bladensburg,  Fort  Greble. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OenerdL 
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No.  19.  i  Washington^  October  1, 1861. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Commanding  has  recently  been  directed 
to  depredations  of  an  atrocious  character  that  have  been  committed 
upon  the  persons  and  property  of  citizens  in  Virginia  by  the  troops 
under  his  command.  The  property  of  inoffensive  people  has  been  law- 
lessly and  violently  taken  from  them ;  their  houses  broken  open,  and 
in  some  instances  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  General  is  perfectly  aware  of  the  fact  that  these  outrages  are 
X)erpetrated  by  a  few  bad  men,  and  do  not  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
mass  of  the  army.  He  feels  confident,  therefore,  that  all  officers  and 
soldiers  who  have  the  interest  of  the  service  at  heart  will  cordially  unite 
their  efforts  with  bis  in  endeavoring  to  suppress  practices  which  dis- 
grace the  name  of  a  soldier. 
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The  General  Commanding  directs  that  in  ftitpre  all  persons  connected 
with  this  army  who  are  detected  in  depredating  npou  the  property  of 
citizens  shall  be  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  ^  and  he  assures  all  con- 
cerned that  crimes  of  such  enormity  will  admit  of  no  remission  of  the 
death  i>enalty  which  the  military  law  attaches  to  offenses  of  this  nature. 

When  depredations  are  committed  on  property  in  charge  of  a  guard, 
the  commander,  as  well  as  the  other  members  of  the  guaid,  will  l^  held 
responsible  ior  the  same  as  principals  and  punished  accordingly. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


Headqitabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Wa^hingtoiij  October  5, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Lockwood,  Comdg.,  dkc^  Canibridgej  Md. : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  the  General  Commanding  to  reply  to 
your  letter  of  the  23d  as  follows : 

With  regard  to  the  employment  of  detectives,  the  General  is  nmible 
to  place  any  funds  for  their  employment  at  present  at  your  disposal. 
It  would  be  very  desirable  to  destroy  any  detachment  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  and  the  general  hopes  you  may  be  able 
to  effect  that  object,  but  he  is  not  able  to  furnish  you  any  troops  of 
artillery  or  cavalry,  nor  can  he  supply,  it  is  feared,  field  guns  or  artil- 
lery or  cavalry  equipments  for  any  troops  of  those  arms  should  you 
raise  them.  Whatever  can  be  done  in  this  connection,  however,  the 
General  is  disposed  to  do.  For  the  dispersing  of  meetings  for  drill  and 
other  purposes  hostile  to  the  Government  in  localities  accessible  by 
water  the  General  has  directed  General  Dix  to  furnish  you  a  ste«amcr 
from  Baltimore,  if  one  can  be  spared. 

With  regard  to  the  long-range  arms  for  the  Delaware  troops,  it  has 
been  found  imx)03sible  to  arm  the  troops  of  this  army  with  the  most 
desirable  arms.  Every  effort  has  been  made,  however,  to  fuiiiish  the 
best  that  can  i)ossibly  be  obtained  under  the  circumstances.  With 
these  the  troops  for  the  present  must  be  content.  You  are  authorized 
to  remove  your  camp  to  wherever  you  may  find  it  to  the  interests  of 
the  public  service  tx)  fix  it  General  Van  Vliet,  chief  quartermaster, 
has  been  ordered  to  furnish  the  transportation  for  the  marches  which 
you  may  find  it  necessary  to  make. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


Headqxtabtees  Abmy, 

Washington^  October  6, 186L 

Brigadier-General  Eosecbans,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Cross-Lanes^  Western  Virginia : 

By  Tuesday  next  [8th  instant],  at  the  latest,  3,000  men  will  leave 
Pittsburgh  to  join  you  by  boats  up  the  Kanawha  to  Gauley,  or  as  high 
up  as  they  can  go.  Your  staff  at  Cincinnati  is  ordered  through  Gen- 
eral Mitchel  to  forward  them  supplies.  It  is  intended  to  send  you  six 
regiments  in  all  as  soon  as  possible. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant  OeneraiL 
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Point  of  Bocks,  Sunday^  October  6, 1861. 
Colonel  Marct: 

I  arrived  this  morning  at  this  post,  traveling  all  night  from  WiUiams- 
port.  It  is  my  duty  to  inform  yoa  that  the  Potomac  is  not  properly 
guarded  there,  as  I  came  across  myself,  a  little  below,  in  a  small  boat 
piloted  by  a  negro«  unchallenged. 

The  movements  of  troops  in  Virginia  are  numerous  and  uncertain. 
They  are  expecting  an  attack  and  scarcely  know  where  to  look  for  it. 
They  have  been  strengthening  a  place  called  Brentsville^  which  is  ap- 
proached from  Occoquan  Creek  and  also  Dumfries. 

The  arrangements  of  Beauregard  have  been  materially  interfered  with 
by  Johnston  and  also  by  the  authorities  in  Richmond.  By  the  orders 
of  the  latter,  four  regiments  since  last  Tuesday  have  left  by  rail  for  Ten- 
nessee, and  the  cars  up  to  last  night  had  not  returned;  and  by  Johu- 
ston^s  [order]  four  regiments  (about  2,500  men)  have  been  stationed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Newtown  and  Berryville,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Winchester.  Strong  pickets  are  out  nor^  and  east  of  these  places.  I 
discovered  the  sole  object  of  this  expedition.  It  has  been  represented  to 
Johnston  that  as  soon  as  the  river  is  low  enough  1,200  men  could  cross 
at  Williamsport,  take  the  First  Maryland  B;egiment  prisoners,  and  ob- 
tain supplies  of  salt  and  other  necessaries  for  which  they  are  in  distress. 
I  feel  sure  this  will  be  attempted  unless  provided  against 

A  council  of  war  was  held  at  Manassas  on  Thursday  and  immediately 
afterwards  two  general  officers  left  for  Bichmond.  The  feeling  is  prev- 
alent among  the  troops,  and  it  is  said  to  be  shared  in  by  Beauregard, 
that  the  ]>re8ent  rebel  army  of  the  Potomac  is  not  large  enough  to  cope 
with  General  McClellan's  forces,  whilst  Johnston  prates  of  their  <Mnvio- 
cibility."  The  forces  at  Leesburg  have^  been  kept  up  to  nearly  27,000. 
The  troops  sent  north  were  taken  from  positions  near  Middleburg  and 
Falls  Church. 

I  believe  there  is  no  intention  to  cross  the  river  except  on  the  Upper 
Potomac,  where  they  make  sure  they  could  rccross,  before  being  inter- 
rupted. There  is  very  little  ammunition  at  Leesburg.  A  messenger 
was  sent  there  for  some  for  the  troops  near  Winchester;  he  was  told  to 
go  fiu'ther  south,  as  they  had  only  24  rounds  for  each  man. 

Pardon  my  suggesting  that  if  the  national  army  advance  shortly,  and 
Occoquan  Creek  could  he  threatened  at  the  same  moment,  there  would 
be  a  general  fsilling  back  upon  Manassas,  and  that  by  a  prompt  move- 
ment via  Falls  Church,  and  a  simultaneous  one  on  the  part  of  Gksneral 
Stone,  the  whole  force  at  Leesburg  might  be  captured. 

While  the  rebels  are  less  hopeful  about  Washington,  they  are  very 
jubilant  at  the  state  of  things  in  Missouri.  I  was  in  Bichmond  one 
whole  day,  and  whilst  there  was  informed  that  a  message  had  been  re- 
ceived by  President  Davis  from  General  Price,  stating  that  if  6,000  dis- 
ciplined troops  could  be  sent  immediately,  he  would  establish  his  head- 
quarters in  Saint  Louis  within  ten  days. 

At  my  request  Colonel  Geary  telegraphed  to  you  immediately  upon 
my  arrival  to  have  a  man  named  Larmour,  at  Baltimore,  arrested.  He 
is  expected  at  Manassas  again  in  a  week.  Ho  has  s^everal  times  taken 
letters  and  Information,  and  took  letters  there  with  important  informa- 
tion just  previous  to  McDowell's  advance. 

There  are  two  men  now  in  Baltimore  or  Washington  who  have  left 
Manassas  on  <'  spying  "  expeditions ;  one  is  named  Maddox ;  he  belongs 
to  Loudoun  County;  was  once  a  medical  student  at  Jefferson  College, 
Philadelphia;  said  to  be  a  very  smart  fellow.  I  should  have  come  to 
Washington,  but  these  men  may  have  seen  me  when  there  ten  days  ago; 
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and  08  I  hope  to  be  of  some  good  service  in  the  fdtare,  I  had  better  not 
be  spotted. 

The  troops  are  getting  impatient:  many  of  the  Georgians  openly  ex- 
pressing their  desire  to  go  home.  They  have  not  been  paid  and  their 
clothes  are  getting  very  shabby. 

The  batteries  at  Leesburg  I  ascertained  have  not  been  tonched. 
Should  anything  occur  you  will  have  information.  At  Martinsburg  yes- 
terday morning  I  found  two  Eastern  men,  carpenters,  who  lodge  at  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Cnsh wa,  a  good  Union  woman ;  they  both  evinced  a  strong 
desire  to  risk  their  lives  for  their  country ;  one  of  them  has  gone  to  Lees- 
burg under  the  pretense  of  getting  employment,  and  will  communicate 
with  the  other  every  n:ovement 

I  propose,  after  I  hear  from  you,  to  go  quickly,  which  I  can  easily  do, 
to  Richmond,  via  Winchester,  Strasburg,  and  Manassas,  and  report  at 
Louisville,  to  you  through  General  Anderson.  I  think  you  will  see  the 
importance  of  this  in  view  of  recent  movements.  I  also  fear  to  lie  about 
there  too  long  at  a  time.  I  have  a  splendid  foothold,  if  I  can  only  main- 
tain it  till  something  of  importance  occurs ;  and  if  you  desire  it,  I  will 
remain  about  the  neighborhood  of  Manassas.  I  shsdl  await  your  orders 
by  telegraph. 

The  expected  attack  upon  the  coast  is  exciting  a  great  deal  of  feeling, 
and  should  it  come  in  Oeorgia  or  Louisiana,  I  believe  hundreds  of  the 
army  here,  under  pretense  of  going  to  the  rescue,  would  go  to  swear 
allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

Will  you  please  authorize  Major-G«neral  Banks  to  pay  me  what  yoa 
think  I  am  entitled  to  for  sixteen -day  s^  services  and  risk.* 

Should  I  think  of  any  other  point  I  will  send  it  on. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

BUXTON. 


Heabquabtebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore,  Md.j  October  7, 1S61. 

Maj.  Oen.  Oeoboe  B.  MoGlellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General:  In  reply  to  the  letter  of  your  assistant  adjutant-general, 
Mi^or  Williams,  of  the  5th  instant,  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
General  H.  H.  Lockwood,  of  the  23d  of  September,  I  desire  to  say 
that  there  is  not  a  steamboat  or  tug  at  my  disposal  here,  and  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  single  one  among  those  recently  purchased  fit  for  the 
service  for  which  General  Lockwood  requires  one.  They  all  draw  too 
much  water.  I  have  not  seen  one  that  draws  less  than  10  feet  Two 
months  ago,  about  a  fortnight  after  I  assumed  command  here,  I  asked 
for  four  steamers,  with  suitable  armaments,  of  not  more  than  four 
hundred  tons  burden.  They  ought  not  to  draw  over  5  feet  of  water. 
With  such  a  vessel  one  could  go  up  the  rivers  and  enter  the  numberless 
inlets  and  bays  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  breaking  up  the 
illicit  trade  now  carried  on  with  Virginia  and  the  meetings  which  are 
held  at  various  points  in  hostility  to  the  Government.  Some  steam- 
boats have  been  fitted  up  here,  but  they  are  poor  things,  heavy,  incou- 
venientt  and  cramped,  with  scanty  accommodations  even  for  the  crews, 
and  utterly  incapable  of  carrying  a  company  of  soldiers.  I  was  on 
board  of  one,  the  Hercules,  a  few  days  ago.  She  is  a  clumsy  craft,  with 
one  gun,  and  draws  over  10  feet  of  water.    None  of  these  vessels  have 

*  Some  inatten  of  detail  omitted. 
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been  placed  nnder  my  coutrol.  The  only  two  vessels  I  have  here  are 
the  Hope  and  the  Jackson,  both  re  venae  cutters,  sailing;  crafh  aod 
drawiug  over  10  feet.  If  there  is  a  difiereut  class  of  ve.'^sels  at  Wash- 
ington it  would  be  very  well,  in  case  they  can  be  spared,  to  order  two 
or  three  of  them  here.  I  can  send  one  to  General  Lockwood  and  em- 
ploy the  others  to  a  very  great  advantage.  If  there  are  none,  it  is  very 
important  to  secure  a  few  by  purchase  or  otherwise. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 
Mqjor'Oenerdlj  Commanding^ 


POOLESVILLE,  October  8, 1861—10  p.  m. 
Major-Genersd  McClellan,  Commanding  Anmy  of  Potomac : 

The  enemy  have  evidently  been  excited  by  our  occupation  of  Sel- 
don's  Island,  and  some  of  the  troops  which  marched  from  Leesburg  yes- 
tenlay  afternoon  have  appeared  in  front  of  it.  I  think  they  re*entorced 
that  poiut  by  about  a  regiment. 

The  island  is  commanded  by  the  Virginia  shore,  and  the  channel  be- 
tween that  and  the  island  is  only  60  to  80  feet  wide  and  knee-deep.  It 
is  hardly  safe  to  occupy  so  long  a  space  unless  in  very  large  force  and 
with  considerable  intrenching,  as  well  as  artillery  protection  of  good 
proportions.  I  had  a  party  of  ^0  on  it,  all  our  boats  could  carry  at 
once,  but  they  are  off  to-night,  as  they  could  be  easily  captured.  The 
river  on  this  side  is  from  250  to  300  feet  wide  and  breast-deep.  The 
enemy  cannot  cross  there. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Mountain  Cove,  Va.,  October  8, 186L 

Col.  £.  D.  TOWNBEND  : 

Withdrawn  our  forces,  5,200  men,  from  top  of  Big  Sewell  on  Sunday. 
Game  to  Camp  Lookout,  20  miles  above  Gauley  and  14  in  rear  of  Camp 
Sewell,  without  accident.  We  failed  to  draw  the  rebels  out.  Our  rea- 
sons for  this  movement  were  want  of  transportation,  want  of  force, 
roads  almost  imx)assab]e.  We  caix  reoccupy  this  ground  whenever  we 
require.  Our  troops  will  fall  back  nearer  to  the  Gauley  and  get  their 
pay  and  clothing.  Hold  a  threatening  position,  and  cut  off  all  assault. 
The  troops  you  send  me  will  be  brigaded,  and  ready  as  soon  iis  arrived. 

W.  S.  KOiSECIlANS, 

Brigadier-  QeneraL 


Wheeling,  October  8,  [1861]. 

General  Bosecbans: 

I  learn  that  the  rebels  in  Calhonn  and  Wirt  hn  ve^ssembled  200  strong, 
and  have  killed  7  Union  men  last  week,  and  are  burning  property  daily. 
They  call  for  help.  Colonel  Lightburn's  regiment  is  fuU;  has  four  com- 
panies at  Boane  Comt-House.  He  was  at  Point  Pleasant.  Can  yon 
not  order  his  whole  regiment  in  that  direction  f  They  are  armed  and 
eqnipped.    Let  them  quarter  and  feed  on  the  enemy. 

F.  H.  PEIBPOIKT. 
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Headquabtebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

BaUimorej  Md.j  October  9, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Lookwood, 

Commanding  at  Cambridge^  Md, : 

General:  All  the  disunion  companies  in  Qneen  Anne  County 
slionJd  be  disarmed.  I  much  prefer  that  yon  should  do  the  \?ork  witJ^ 
your  Delaware  troops.  Arms  and  prisoners  should  be  sent  here.  I  am 
trying  to  get  a  steamer  to  put  at  your  disposal.  If  I  do  not  succeed,  I 
must  send  you  our  tug  at  Annapolis.  We  can  spare  her  two  or  three 
days  in  a  week. 

If  you  can  get  any  legitimate  authority,  executire  or  military,  in 
Delaware  to  direct  the  disbandment  or  disarming  of  companies  in  that 
State  it  should  be  done.  In  that  case  I  think  the  arms  had  better  be 
deposited  at  Fort  Delaware.  I  have  been  urging  the  Government  for 
two  months  to  send  a  force  into  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties, 
Ya.,  and  break  up  the  rebel  camps  there.  General  McClellan  encour- 
aged me  to  believe  that  it  would  be  done,  and  I  trust  it  will  not  he 
delayed  much  longer. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-ChneraU  Commandingm 


General  Orders,  )     Hdqrs.  Department  op  Western  Va*, 
No.  1.  )    Camp  at  Mountain  CovCy  Foi,  October  11, 186L 

I.  In  accordance  with  General  Orders,  No.  80,  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment [September  19],  this  department  will  hereafter  be  called  the 
Department  of  Western  Virginia,  and  will  comprise  so  much  of  the 

State  of  Virginia  as  lies  west  of  the  Blue  Bidge  Mountains. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Hosecrans: 

GEO.  L.  HAETSUFF, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washingtonj  October  12, 1861. 

Hon.  SmON  Cameron,  Beoretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alexander,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  has  been 
detailed  to  take  charge  of  the  construction  of  bridge  and  engineer  trains 
for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  in  its  forward  movement.  I 
respectfully  request  authority  to  have  constructed  under  his  superin- 
tendence from  ten  to  fifteen  of  the  Birago  combined  trestle  and  pontoon 
equipages.  The  work  should  be  commenced  at  once,  but  I  cannot  at 
present  determine  the  exact  length  of  each  train  or  the  precise  number 
required.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  full  authority  to  arrange  these  mat- 
ters as  more  mature  consideration  may  determine.  I  learn  that  the 
Engineer  Department  has  no  funds  at  its  disposal  for  this  purpose,  and 
I  would  therefore  suggest  that  the  expense  be  defrayed  by  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  until  a  special  appropriation  can  be  obtained 
from  Congress.  General  Barnard  is  favorably  impressed  with  Murphy's 
suspension  bridge  for  field  purposes.  I  woald  ask  authority  to  expend 
$3,000  in  experimenting  upon  this  bridge,  should  further  examination 
render  it  probable  that  it  would  be  successfuL 
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I  learn  that  Company  A,  Engineers,  has  arrived  at  West  Point,  and 
request  that  it  may  be  at  once  ordered  to  report  to  me  here  with  aU  the 
serviceable  tools  and  wagons  in  its  possession,  and  that  the  recmits 
ready  for  it  be  directed  to  join  it  here.  I  would  also  request  that  vol- 
unteers may  be  transferred  to  this  company  and  the  three  others  re- 
cently authorized  by  Congress  without  the  consent  of  their  command- 
ers. The  vital  importance  of  this  class  of  troops  renders  the  course  I 
have  suggested  absolutely  necessary. 

Requesting  your  early  attention  to  this  letter,  I  remain,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 

Majar-Oeneralj  U,  8.  Army. 


Washznoton,  D.  C,  Ootoher  13, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Babnabd, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  of  the  Poiomae^  WashingUm: 

Sm :  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  yesterday,  I  proceed  to 
state  such  views  as  strike  me  to  be  important,  after  one  day's  study,  in 
relation  to  bridge  and  engineer  trains  and  the  organization  of  engi- 
neer troops. 

If  this  army  moves  from  here  or  from  any  other  point  into  the  terri- 
tory of  seceded  States^  the  war  becomes  a  war  of  invasion;  and  consid- 
ering the  numerous  rivers  that  must  be  crossed,  the  natural  and  artifi- 
cial obstructions  of  various  kinds  that  must  be  overcome,  the  fortifica- 
tions that  may  have  to  be  invested  and  reduced  before  the  war  can  be 
terminated  successfully,  to  move  forward  without  bridge  equipage,  with- 
out engineer  troops  and  engineer  trains,  would  be  to  invite  defeat.  As 
well  might  the  army  move  without  its  artillery,  and  rely  entirely  on  its 
infantry  and  cavaliy,  as  to  go  forward  without  its  engineers.  Such  a 
course,  against  such  an  enemy  as  we  have  to  meet,  we  know  would  re- 
sult in  disgrace  and  disaster,  in  whatever  numbers  we  may  move. 

But  we  have  as  yet  no  bridge  equipage,  no  engineer  trains,  and  no 
instructed  engineer  troops.  It  is  true  we  have  one  untried  pontoon 
bridge,  and  one  organized  company  of  engineer  soldiers,  but  these  are 
as  a  drop  in  a  bucket  when  we  contemplate  our  future  wants. 

What^  then,  are  we  to  do  f  This  becomes  a  grave  question,  and  I 
could  wish  thatrit  had  been  committed  to  wiser  heads  than  mine. 

The  answer  must  be,  however,  we  must  make  them.  Our  country  is  full 
of  practical  bridgcrbuilders.  We  must  secure  their  services.  It  is  full 
of  instructed  labor  of  a  kind  so  nearly  akin  to  that  which  we  require  in 
engineer  troops,  that  we  must,  if  i>ossible,  embark  it  in  that  channel. 

If  time  permitted,  and  we  had  authority  from  Congress  to  raise  and 
equip  a  brigade  of  engineers,  the  pay  being  such  as  to  command  the 
services  of  the  best  mechanics  in  the  country,  and  if  we  had  a  year  in 
which  to  prepare  to  build  our  bridges,  and  learn  how  to  use  them  under 
all  circumstances,  to  organize  and  equip  our  trains,  and  to  instruct  our 
engineer  troops,  the  problem  would  become  comparatively  simple.  But 
we  have  not  the  time,  nor  have  we  the  authority  to  do  these  things,  as 
they  ought  to  be  done,  unless  the  President  shall  so  order  it.  We  are 
here  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and,  as  I  understand  the  matter,  some- 
thing must  be  done  speedily. 

If  I  were  the  general  commanding,  and  possessed  nonnore  light  on 
the  subject  than  I  do  at  present,  I  would  in  the  first  place  direct  that 
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the  four  companies  of  engineer  soldiers  now  aathorized  by  law  be  filled 
np  to  the  maxinmm.  This,  I  believe,  may  be  done  by  transfers  from  the 
volunteer  force  now  assembled  near  this  city. 

Let  us  limit  the  force  liere  to  one  hundred  regiments,  and  say  we  want 
500  men.  This  will  call  for  5  men  from  each  regiment  on  an  average. 
If  the  order  inviting  or  authorizing  such  transfers  should  limit  the  num- 
ber to  be  taken  from  each  regiment,  without  the  consent  of  the  colonel, 
to  10, 1  believe  the  four  engineer  companies  may  at  once  be  filled,  ana 
after  an  explanation  of  the  absolute  necessity  for  such  troops  all  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  regimental  commanders  would  be  silenced,  or  could 
at  least  be  met  by  silence.  These^men  should  not  be  taken  at  random. 
Only  such  as  are  qualified  by  previous  pursuits  to  make  engineer  sol- 
diers should  be  transferred. 

This  would  soon  give  us  a  small  body  of  men,  but  by  no  means  the 
number  that  the  emergency  requires.  Without  the  authority  of  law 
to  raise  such  troops,  and  without  the  power  to  raise  the  pay  so  as  to 
command  the  services  of  good  mechanics,  I  see  no  other  way  to  snp» 
ply  them  than  by  taking  two  or  three  of  our  best  volunteer  regiments, 
detaching  them  from  the  line  of  the  Army,  and  instructing  them  as 
best  wo  may  with  the  limited  number  of  officers  who  have  n^de  this  a 
specialty  in  the  duties  of  engineer  troops.  I  understand  that  there 
have  been  several  volunteer  regiments  organized  with  a  view  of  being 
converted  into  engineer  troops.  These  wiU  probably  be  the  regiments 
to  be  selected. 

We  shall  have  roads  and  railroads  to  build  and  repair ;  telegraph 
lines  to  put  up;  bridges  to  construct  and  destroy;  and  fortifications  to 
build,  to  defend,  and  reduce.  Except  in  the  construction  of  military 
bridges,  and  the  investment  and  reduction  of  fortified  places,  it  may 
bo  hoped  with  some  degree  of  confidence  that  after  a  little  experience 
our  engineer  troops  so  obtained  would  soon  become  proficient.  These 
two  subjects  require  study.  Each  of  them  is  a  specialty,  and  I  confess 
that  my  ideas  are  not  snfftciently  matured  to  enable  me  to  give  dear 
and  distinct  views  on  the  subject--to  direct  your  attention  to  something 
that  is  fixed  and  will  not  require  alteration  hereafter. 

As  to  bridges,  we  shall  want  several  equipages.  We  can  therefore 
afford  to  begin  at  the  beginning.  The  India-rubber  pontoon  bridge 
that  we  have  ought  to  be  tried,  and,  if  necessary,  perfected.  Our  en- 
gineer troops,  if  a  proper  proportion  of  them  are  sailors,  will  soon  learn 
to  use  it.  A  few  trestle  bridges  may  be  made,  using,  say,  for  one  bridge, 
the  common  trestle;  for  another,  the  Birago  trestle;  and  for  another, 
the  Birago  trestle  and  pontoon  combined.  I  made  the  canvas  boats 
that  Lieutenant  Ives,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers,  used  in  his  expe- 
dition on  the  Goloniao  Eiver.  Before  letting  them  go  out  of  my  hands 
I  used  them  on  several  occasions.  I  was  much  pleased  with  them,  and 
Lieutenant  Ives  afterwards  Informed  me  that  they  answered  his  par- 
pose  admirably.  I  confess  myself  favorably  impressed  with  this  boat. 
A  bridge  train  with  these  boats  for  pontoons  could  be  very  rapidly 
made. 

We  have  100  corrugated-iron  wagon  bodies  now  here  in  the  Quarter- 
master's Department.  This  gives  us  the  foundation  for  still  another 
bridge,  which  can  be  readily  made.  These  wagon  bodies,  if  they  are  as 
good  as  the  testimonials  in  relation  to  them  seem  to  imply,  will  be- 
come very  useful.  By  themselves  each  one  of  them  is  a  large  boat,  and, 
if  properly  made,  they  ought  together  to  be  easily  converted  into  a 
bridge. 

I  am  veiy  &vorably  impressed  with  Murphy's  suspension  bridge,  a 
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drawing  of  which  yoa  have  in  yonr  office.  For  deep  and  narrow 
streams,  for  torrento,  or  where  ice  may  be  enconutered,  I  have  not  a 
doubt  bat  that  the  saspension  principle  is  the  correct  one.  Three  or 
foor  spans  of  this  bridge  might  be  ordered,  and  I  should  suppose  could 
soon  be  made.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  manila  rope  ought  to 
replace  the  wire  rope  for  all  running  rigging,  and  in  all  cases,  except  for 
the  suspension  cables.  It  is  easier  repaired,  and  our  troops  will  more 
readily  understand  it.  We  can  go  to  New  York  and  get  10,000  men  to 
8pllce  or  put  a  thimble  in  a  manila  rope.  By  going  to  Mr.  Eoebliug's 
establishment  in  Trenton  it  is  possible  that  we  might  find  20  men  who 
could  do  the  same  thing  with  a  wire  rope. 

These  would  give  as  half  a  dozen  complete  bridges,  adapted  to  differ- 
ent circumstances.  The  experience  acquired  in  their  consti'uction  would 
lead  to  improvements  and  perhaps  to  the  adoption  of  other  bridges.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  in  any  advance  of  our  army  we  ought  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  mechanical  skill  of  our  soldiers  and  the  timber  of 
the  country  to  replace  all  such  bridgeS|  where  it  is  possible,  by  more 
permanent  structures.  In  many  cases  ferry-boats  may  be  made  to  take 
the  place  of  bridges  if  we  carry  the  necessary  tools  with  which  to  con- 
struct them  and  the  necessary  rigging  with  which  to  maneuver  them  in 
the  engineer  trains. 

After  we  shall  have  obtained  the  necessary  engineer  troops,  and  pro- 
vided bridge  equipages,  intrenching  and  siege  tools,  we  will  be  pre- 
pared to  commence  the  instruction  of  our  troops  in  the  operations  of  a 
siege— in  making  fascines,  gabions,  and  sap-rollers,  and  in  the  method 
of  laying  out  and  constructing  approaches. 

But  as  I  did  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  this  subject 
at  present,  I  will  close  with  only  this  allusion  to  it,  which  will  serve  to 
remind  us  how  much  we  have  to  do  and  how  much  we  have  to  learn 
before  we  can  place  ourselves  in  a  condition  to  commence  the  siege  of 
any  fortified  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  ALEXANDER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Engineers. 


REiJOQUABTEBS  ABMT  OF  THE  POTOMAG, 

Waahingtonj  October  14, 1861. 

Hon.  Thohas  a.  Scott,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  On  Friday  last  [October  12J I  had  the  honor  to  address  to  the 
War  Department  a  communication,  in  which  I  requested  authority  to 
cause  the  construction  of  from  ten  to 'fifteen  of  the  Birago  bridge  trains, 
referring  also  to  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  engineer  service.  A 
more  full  consideration  of  the  subject  has  convinced  me  that  we  may  not 
have  time  enough  to  construct  the  necessary  number  of  bridge  trains  of 
that  peculiar  pattern,  although  it  is  the  best  now  in  use  in  Europe.  As 
the  exigency  of  the  case  admits  of  no  delay,  I  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest to  be  immediately  empowered  to  have  bridge  trains  constructed 
in  such  numbers  and  of  such  kinds  as  may  prove  to  be  best  adapted 
to  our  wants.  It  is  necessary  to  avail  ourselves  at  once  of  all  the  re- 
sources which  the  mechanical  skill  and  ingenuity  of  the  country  can 
furnish  in  this  matter.  As  much  time  is  necessary  to  prepare  these 
trains,  I  would  resi>ectfully  request  an  immediate  answer  to  this  com- 
municatiou,  98  well  as  to  the  other  requests  embodied  in  my  letter  of 
Friday. 
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As  the  four  regular  companies  of  engineer  troops  authorized  by  tlie 
late  law  of  Congress  are  not  yet  organized,  and  when  filled  will  prove 
totally  insufficient  for  our  purposes,  I  respectfully  request  authority  to 
detail  for  this  service  such  regiments  of  volunteers  or  such  portions  of 
regiments  a«  may  prove  best  ^Lapted  to  the  duty. 

Although  I  have  the  full  authority  to  detail  them  on  that  service,  it 
would  be  well  to  have  the  special  authority  of  the  War  Department  aa 
an  additional  security  for  their  obtaining  from  Congress  at  its  next  ses- 
sion some  increase  of  pay  commensurate  with  the  surduous  and  difficult 
nature  of  their  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McOLBLLAlSr, 

Major-Oeneralj  XT.  S.  Army* 


Headquabtehs  Depabtm;pnt  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore^  Md,^  October  14, 1861. 
Brig.  Oen.  Henby  H.  Looewood,  Oamhridgej  Md.: 

General  :  I  send  you  the  steamer  Balloon,  Captain  Kirwin,  which 
is  placed  at  your  disposal  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  you  in  breaking  up 
the  commercial  intercourse  with  the  Confederate  States  of  which  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  furnishes  the  material.  You  have,  as  I 
suppose,  ere  this  taken  measures  to  seize  all  merchandise  brought  from 
Delaware  to  Salisbury  by  rail  and  destined  to  Virginia.  With  the  aid 
of  the  Balloon  you  may  intercept  much  of  that  which  finds  its  way 
down  the  Chesapeake  by  water,  and  I  trust  be  able  to  confine  this  illicit 
traffic  to  veiy  narrow  limits.  It  is  believed  that  the  Balloon  will  aJao 
be  of  essential  use  in  sending  to  different  points  the  force  necessary  to 
disarm  such  companies  of  mUitia  or  such  unauthorized  military  bodies 
as  are  training  with  intentions  notoriously  hostile  to  the  Gk)vemment. 
The  duty  is  one  of  t^e  greatest  delicacy,  and  requires  the  utmost  pru- 
dence and  discretion.  It  is  not  doubted  that  numbers  of  individuals 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  have  been  led  into  the  support  of 
disloyal  measures  by  gross  misrepresentations  of  the  views  and  inten- 
tions of  the  Government.  While  the  purpose  you  have  in  view  should 
be  steadUy  maintained  and  carried  out  with  inflexible  firmness,  those 
who  have  been  deceived  and  misled,  instead  of  being  confirmed  in  their 
prejudices  and  driven  hopelessly  oft*  by  harshness  on  our  part,  should, 
if  possible,  be  reclaimed  by  kind  treatment,  and  convinced  of  their 
error  by  correcting  the  misapprehensions  under  which  they  labor.  If, 
in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  induce  them  to  discontinue  their  acts  of  hos- 
tility to  the  Government,  they  persist  in  carrying  on  correspondence 
with  the  enemy  and  in  giving  him  aid  and  comfort,  they  should  be 
arrested  and  sent  to  Fort  McHenry ;  but  unless  a  case  of  extraordinary 
urgency  should  occur,  I  trust  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  make  an  arrest 
without  first  consulting  me.  I  have  full  authority  from  €^eral  Mo- 
Clellan  to  act  in  all  cases. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  on  the  eve  of  an  election  in  Mary- 
land of  vital  importance.  The  preservation  of  this  State  is  indispen- 
sable to  the  safety  of  the  capital.  It  is  not  doubted  that  all  your 
measures  will  be  so  tempered  with  discretion  as  to  give  strength  to 
the  cause  of  the  Union;  but  while  all  the  just  rights  even  of  those 
who  are  disloyal  should  be  respected,  they  should  be  made  to  feel  that 
no  act  of  open  hostility  to  the  Government  will  be  tolerated  for  a 
moment. 


CMAF.XIY.]  COBREttPONDENCE,   ETC. — UNION,  621 

I  inclose  copies  of  letters  which  have  passed  between  M^jor-Gleneral 
McGlellan^  Gk>vernor  Hicks,  and  myself  in  regard  to  the  disarming  of 
military  companies.*  The  one  at  Westminster  has  been  already  dis- 
armed by  a  force  sent  fh>m  this  city.  All  those  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland  are  left  to  you,  and  I  consider  any  company  drilling  in 
avowed  hostility  to  the  Grovemment  as  coming  within  the  authority 
given  to  me  by  M^or-General  McClellan  and  sanctioned  by  Grovernor 
Hicks,  though  not  spocilically  named  in  the  letter  of  the  latter.  The 
aathority  conferred  on  me  is  hereby  delegated  to  you,  not  doubting 
that  it  will  be  firmly  and  discreetly  exercis^.  It  will  be  advisable  to 
consult  with  our  leading  friends  in  the  counties  in  which  you  adopt 
these  stringent  and  delicate  measures. 

You  will  please  report  to  me  the  result  of  every  such  movement  with 
all  convenient  dispatch.    Should  you  deem  the  co-operation  of  a  police 
force  advisable  in  any  case,  please  notify  me,  and  it  shsdl  be  provided. 
I  am.  general,  very  respectfully,  yours. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


Wab  Department, 
Washingtany  October  15, 1861. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomae : 

Sib  :  Yours  of  the  14th  instant,  relative  to  the  construction  of  bridge 
trains,  has  been  duly  received.  Upon  inquiry  at  the  Engineer  Office 
1  find  that  one  ti'ain  is  now  ready  for  use,  and  you  will  consider  your- 
self authorized  to  give  directions  to  the  Engineer  Department  for  the 
construction  of  such  others  as  the  wants  of  the  service  may  require. 
You  have  full  authority  to  detail  the  whole  or  parts  of  volunteer  regi- 
ment's for  engineer  service,  and  will  exercise  your  own  discretion  in 
relation  thereto.  For  such  service  the  Department  will  recommend 
that  Congress  give  such  increased  x)ay  as  you  may  determine  to  be 
right  and  proper. 

KespectfuHy,  THOMAS  A.  SCOTT, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

Wab  Depabtment,  October  16, 1861. 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Neoley,  Pittsburgh^  Pa. : 

Embark  your  regiments  for  the  Kanaw]ia  to-day.  Do  not  delay  for 
artillery  and  cavalry;  they  can  follow.  We  are  much  disappointed 
that  you  did  not  move  on  Monday,  as  expected. 

THOMAS  A.  SCOTT. 


Poolesville,  October  17, 1861—8.20  p.  m. 

Major-General  McClellan,  Commanding  Army  of  Potomac: : 

A  large  body  of  the  enemy  seems  to  have  suddenly  left  the  vicinity 
of  Leesburg.  They  took  advantage  of  the  thick  weather  this  morning, 
and  their  absence  was  not  perceived  until  this  evening. 

My  impression  is  that  they  have  marched  in  the  direction  of  Fairfiaz, 
but  they  may  have  got  off  by  the  Waterford  and  Hillsborough  road. 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

*No  inolosuM  foimd* 
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Headqttabtbbs  of  THB  Abmt, 

October  17, 1861. 

General  Bosecbans,  Big  SewelU  W.  Ya. : 

The  troops  heretofore  promised  yon  fjrom  Western  Pennsylvania  have 
been  just  ordered  to  Kentucky  instead. 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
A89%9tant  Adjutani-OeMraL 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

WaaUnQUm^  October  18, 186L 

Brig.  Oen.  J.  G.  Babnabd, 

Chitf  Engineer^  Army  of  tke  Potomac : 

Genebal:  Migor- General  McGIellan  directs  that  yoorself  and  Gen- 
eral  Barry  proceed  as  soon  as  practicable  to  determine  the  minimum 
strength  of  garrisons — artillery  and  infantry — required  for  the  various 
works  in  and  about  Washington  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  a  good 
defense.  A  report  is  desired  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  condnded  your 
deliberations.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  WILLIAMS, 
Ass^ietant  AdjutafU-OenerdL 


Sketch  of  a  plan  to  cut  the  communications  of  the  rebel  army  now  at  Ma- 
nassas Junction. 

Division  Headquabtebs, 
Fort  Lyonj  October  18, 1861. 

Advance  fh)m  Lewinsville,  Falls  Church,  Little  Biver  turnpike,  and 
on  the  left  towards  Elzey's  and  Occoquan,  when  the  enemy  will  fiedl  back 
beyond  Bull  Run,  if  he  has  not  already  done  so. 

The  force  on  the  left  would  by  this  movement  reach  the  Occoquan 
and  be  in  position  to  co-operate  with  another  force  to  bo  landed  between 
Occoquan  and  Dumfries.  This  force  would  advance  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  railroad  in  front  of  Brentsville  or  at  Bristoe. 

To  prevent  the  large  force  said  to  be  at  Aquia  Creek  th>m  intermp^ 
ing  this  movement,  have  some  of  the  larger  men-of-war  and  transports, 
with  some  troops,  to  ascend  the  Potomac,  attack  the  batteries,  and 
threaten  to  land  troops  to  attack  them  in  the  rear,  thus  preventing  any 
force  from  being  detached  towards  Dumfries. 

The  smaller  vessels  and  gnnboats  and  transports  could  ascend  the 
Potomac  to  cover  the  crossing  between  Occoquan  and  Dumfries.  A 
portion  or  all  the  troops  preparing  for  the  exx)edition  at  Annapolis  can 
be  brought  here,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  those  above  on  the  Potomac. 
This  would  only  delay  this  secret  exx>edition  a  few  days. 

As  the  transports  could  not  carry  a  sufficient  force  at  one  time,  a  por- 
tion can  march  down  on  the  Maryland  side. 

S.  P.  HBINTZBLMAN, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

*  See  joint  reports  of  Bany  and  Bamaidi  October  22  and  24,  pp.  624,  GS6. 
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HSADQTTABTEBS  OP  THB  ABMY, 

Waahingtanj  D.  Cj  October  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  C.  M.  Thbtjston,  TT.  S.  A., 

Cumberlandj  Md,y  via  Grafton,  Va.: 

Organize  and  dispatch  a  detachment  of  troops  firom  those  nearest  at 
hand  to  protect  the  North  and  South  Branch  Bridges,  with  other  parts 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  within  easy  reach  of  Cumberland. 
Brigadier-General  Lander  will  be  sent  to  take  general  direction  of  the 
service  in  that  quarter,  with  other  instructions  and  troops  for  the  same 
object.  The  greatest  expedition  is  required  in  this  first  movement  from 
Cumberland.  The  agent  of  the  road  will  be  instructed  to  give  you  all 
advice  and  assistance  in  his  power.  If  time  permit,  call  for  any  neces- 
sary detachment  of  troops  from  New  Creek,  or  even  Grafton,  to  save 
the  bridges  of  the  road. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT, 


Headquabtebs  Depabtmeitt  op  Pennsylvania, 

BalHmorey  Md.y  October  21, 1861. 

Uaj.  Gen.  Geobge  B.  MgClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  Potonuic: 

Genebal:  I  have  received  the  letter  of  Mr.  James  Hubbard,  of 
Laurel,  Del.,  in  regard  to  the  rebel  force  at  Jenkins'  Bridge,  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia.  I  think  he  estimates  the  rebel  force  in  Ac- 
comac  County  too  high.  I  think  it  nearer  2,500  than  4,500.  In  the  two 
counties  ( Accomac  and  Nortiiampton)  there  may  be  from  4,000  to  5,000  in 
the  different  camps.  I  think  two  infantry  regiments,  a  batteiy  of  light 
artillery,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  would  break  up  ana  disperse 
the  entire  force.  They  have  received  some  arms  latdy,  from  what 
quarter  it  is  very  difQcult  to  say.  It  is  extremely  desirable  to  have  a 
decided  demonstration  of  force  in  that  direction  by  the  1st  of  November. 
The  election  in  this  State  comes  off  on  the  6th,  and  our  Union  friends 
in  the  lower  counties  are  disheartened  and  in  danger  of  being  overawed 
by  the  influence  of  these  rebel  organizations  on  the  secessionists  in  those 
oonnties. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Mojor-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  Depabtment  op  Pennstlyania, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  21, 1861. 

Col.  B.  B.  Mabgy,  Inspector- General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Colonel:  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  interesting  to  yon 
to  know  the  system  adopted  in  Baltimore  to  secure  the  inhabitants  &om 
annoyance  by  the  bad  conduct  of  our  soldiers  and  to  keep  our  men 
within  their  encampments. 

A  few  days  after  I  took  command,  the  latter  part  of  July,  some  300 
of  our  men  had  escaped  from  their  regiments,  and  were  disgracing  the 
service  by  their  drunkenness  and  disorderly  conduct  in  the  city,  where 
most  of  them  were  secreted.  I  immediately  issued  an  order  to  the 
police  to  arrest  all  soldiers  found  in  Baltimore  without  passes  signed 
by  the  captains  of  the  companies  and  the  colonels  of  the  regiments  to 
which  they  belonged,  and  I  adopted  veiy  stringent  rules  in  regard  to 
permits  to  soldiers  to  leave  their  camps.    In  about  ten  days  the  ab- 
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eentees  were  all  hnnted  ap  in  the  streets  and  in  their  hiding  places 
and  brought  back  to  their  regiments.  Since  that  time  there  has  been 
no  repetition  of  these  disorderly  scenes.  All  soldiers  arrested  in  the 
city  are  taken  to  the  exterior  stations  of  the  police,  and  guards  are 
sent  for  them  every  morning  and  evening.  Daring  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, of  about  7,000  men  in  and  around  the  city,  only  140  were  taken 
in  custody  by  the  police,  and  of  this  number  59  belonged  to  the  Second 
Begiment  Maryland  Volunteers,  which  was  recruited  in  Baltimore. 

The  city  has  never  been  so  free  from  disorder,  disturbance,  and  crime 
as  it  has  been  during  the  last  sixty  days,  and  during  the  whole  time 
not  a  single  soldier  has  been  employed  in  aid  of  the  police.  Mudi  is 
no  doubt  due  to  the  presence  of  a  military  force,  and  it  is  due  to  the 
regiments  under  my  command  to  say  that  the  orderly  conduct  both  of 
officers  and  men  has  produced  an  improved  feeling  among  large  num- 
bers of  citizens  who  have  been  exceedingly  hostile  to  the  Government. 
I  may  say  this  most  emphatically  of  the  Sixth  Begiment  Michigan 
Volunteers  and  the  eighth  ward,  the  most  disloyal  in  the  city,  within 
which  the  regiment  is  stationed,  at  the  McKim  mansion. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-O&neralj  Commanding. 


Washington,  D.  0.,  October  22, 1861. 

General  S.  Williams,  Asmtant  Adjutant-General: ' 

General  :  Circumstances  preventing  a  circumstantial  report*  to-day 
of  the  number  of  men  required  for  the  garrisons  of  the  defenses  of 
Washington,  we  respectfully  present  the  following  summary,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  another  report  to-morrow  or  as  soon  as  practicable: 

For  fall  garrlBons  of  works  of  exterior  line  Booth  side  of  Potomac ....  5, 952 

For  tliree  reliefs  of  ganners  for  Forts  Ellsworth  and  Soott 363 

For  one  relief  of  gunners  for  Forts  Bonyon,  Jackson,  Corooran,  Ben- 
nett, andHaggerty 230 

Total  garrisons  sonth  of  Potomac 6,S45 

Oarrisons  of  works  at  Chain  Bridge.. ....,« ......      1,500 

Total 8,045 

For  three  reliefs  of  ganners  for  aU  the  works  south  of  the  Potomac 3, 000 

Total  garrisons  considered  necessary  for  aU  the  works 11,045 

For  reserves  sonth  of  Potomac  fh>m  Fort  Lyon  to  Fort  Corcoran 12, 000 

Reserve  at  Chain  Bridge 750 

Beserves  in  city • • 10,000 

Total 33,795 

The  full  garrisons  of  the  works  north  of  Potomac  would  amount  to 
9,000  men.    The  above  estimate  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  in  all 
ordinary  circumstances  it  would  be  only  necessary  to  supply  them  with 
men  enough  to  man  the  guns. 
Bespectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  F.  BAEBT, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Chief  of  ArHllen/. 
J.  G.  BARNAttD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  and  Chief  Engineer. 

*  Sefe  Williama  to  Baniard,  October  18,  p.  682,  and  supplementary  ieport»  October 

d4,p.  ese. 
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Headqxjabtebs  of  the  Abmt, 

Waahinfftouj  October  22, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Eellet,  OrafUm^  W.  Ya.: 

Proceed  with  yonr  command  to  Bomney  and  assume  command  of  the 
Department  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  Cumberland  until  the  arrival  of 
Brigadier-General  Lander. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 


Washington,  October  23, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Bosecbans,  XJ.  S.  A., 

Camp  Tompkins  J  W,  Ya, : 

Your  telegram  of  18th  received  and  is  satisfactory.*  Beport  of  Car- 
nifix  also  received.  All  your  operations  meet  entire  approval  of  the 
GeneraL  Subject  of  Ohio  not  yet  decided.  General  Eelley's  command 
has  been  ordered  to  Bomney,  in  a  new  department. 

B.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


Cahp  neab  Budd's  Febby, 

October  23, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General : 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  few  lines  this  even- 
ing. I  went  this  morning  to  Stump  Neck  (directly  opposite  Cockpit 
Point),  from  which  point  I  could  see  Freestone  Point,  Shipping  Point, 
and  intermediate  places. 

At  Freestone  and  Cockpit  Points  are  embankments  on  side  hills,  the 
former  perhaps  100  and  the  other  50  feet  above  the  water,  but  there  are 
no  guns  or  men  visible.  Midway  between  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Pdints 
is  a  heavy  mortar,  mounted  on  a  side  hill.  The  three  batteries  mentioned 
in  a  former  report  are  farther  down  the  river  than  the  mortar.  From 
that  point  of  view  I  could  see  guns  i>ointing  up  the  river  from  Eastport, 
which  were  hidden  from  my  view  when  at  Bndd^s  Ferry. 

While  at  Stump  Neck  there  arrived  a  steamer  with  a  rebel  flag  flying, 
and  known  to  be  the  Geo.  Page,  which  was  kept  at  the  mouth  of  Aquia 
Creek  by  the  vessels  of  our  fleet.  The  arrival  of  this  vessel  afibrds  the 
rebels  the  means  of  landing  troops  and  artiUery  across  the  river  to  this 
or  a  Jiiigher  x)oint.  If  large  forces  are  sent  across  above  Mattawoman 
Creek,  or  even  to  Stump  Keck,  this  detachment  may  be  entirely  cut  off. 
Colonel  commanding  the  troops  here  has  thus  decided  to  move  to  near 
Mattawoman,  where  the  road  crosses  it.  In  the  mean  time  a  strong 
cavalry  outpost  is  to  remain  here  to  watch  the  rebels,  and  I  shall  prose- 
cute my  work  of  ascertaining  the  width  of  the  river,  &c.,  as  if  the  com- 
mand were  to  remain  here,  unless  interrupted  by  the  enemy  crossing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  WILLIAMSON, 
Captain^  XT,  8.  Topographical  Engineers, 

♦  Not  foimd. 
40  B  B— VOL  V 
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Special  Obdebs,  >  Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  115.  )  Washingtonj  October  23, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

10.  Brig.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Bnrnside,  volanteer  service,  will  establish 
his  headquarters,  for  the  present^  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  and  will  assemble 
at  that  point  the  troops  under  his  command. 

By  command  of  Msy or-General  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- OenerdL 


Ablington,  October  24, 186L 
General  McDowell,  Eighteenth  and  Q  Streets : 
The  following  just  received  from  General  McClellan : 

The  affair  in  front  of  Leesbni^,  on  Monday  laat,  lesnlted  in  aeriona  loss  to  qb,  bat 
was  a  most  gallant  fight  on  the  part  of  our  men,  who  displayed  the  utmost  Goolneaii 
and  courage.  It  has  given  the  utmost  confidence  in  them.  The  disaster  was  caoaed 
by  errors  committed  by  the  immediate  commander,  not  General  Stone. 

I  have  withdrawn  all  the  troops  from  the  other  side,  since  they  went  ¥rithont  xuy 
orders  and  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  retaining  them  there. 

JAMES  B.  FRY, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 


Washington,  D.  C,  October  24, 1861. 
General  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

GiSNEBAL :  In  onr  report  of  the  22d  instant  we  stated  the  number  of 
men  we  deemed  necessary  for  garrisons  and  reserves  ^<  for  the  various 
works  in  and  about  Washington  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  a  good  de- 
fense." It  seems  proper  to  exhibit  more  cleai'ly  the  grounds  on  which 
our  estimate  is  founded.  Wo  have  adopted  the  rule,  which  experience 
showed  to  be  satisfactory  for  the  lines  of  Torres  Yeuras,  in  computing 
the  garrison  of  the  various  works,  viz :  Two  meu  per  ranning  yard  of 
front  covering  line  and  one  man  per  running  yard  of  rear  line,  deducting 
spaces  occupied  by  guns.  Computed  iti  this  manner,  the  total  of  the 
full  garrisons  of  all  the  works  would  amount  to  19,789  men,  of  which 
6,581  should  be  gunners,  in  order  to  furnish  three  reliefs  to  each  gun.  Of 
these  works,  however,  the  following  on  the  south  side  of  the  Potomac 
are  on  interior  lines,  and  do  not  require  full  garrisons,  while  the  ex- 
terior line  is  intact,  viz:  Forts  Ellsworth,  Scott,  Eunyon,  Jackson,  Cor- 
coran, Bennett,  and  Haggerty. 

Fort  Albany  might,  perhaps,  have  been  included  in  the  above  list  in 
9ur  estimate  of  the  22d.  However,  we  have  considered  it  as  fully  gar- 
risoned. 

As  Fort  Ellsworth  and  Fort  Scott  have  commanding  views  of  the  val- 
leys of  Hunting  Creek  and  Four-mile  Hun,  we  have  considered  it  neces^ 
sary  to  provide  for  the  efficient  service  of  all  their  guns  by  three  reliefs  of 
gunners ;  to  the  others  we  have  assigned  but  one  relief.  With  regard  to 
the  assignment  of  garrisons  to  works  of  the  exterior  lines,  we  remtu'k 
that  if  Washington  were  thrown  upon  its  own  defenses,  without  external 
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aid,  and  the  enemy  wore  so  flBkr  in  the  ascendant  in  the  field  as  to  be 
able  to  act  on  either  shore,  it  is  evident  that  all  the  works  shoold  be 
faUy  garrisoned. 

We  do  not  consider  this  extreme  supposition  the  proper  basis  for  gar- 
risoning the  works,  and  it  is  evidently  desirable  to  shut  up  in  them  as 
few  men  as  possible.  The  more  probable  supposition  is  that  the  army 
moves  fh>m  here  in  force,  folly  occupying  the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  forces 
by  its  own  movement,  leaving  the  capital  so  strengthened  by  its  defen- 
sive lines  as  to  prevent  danger  of  sudden  seizure  by  a  strategical  move- 
ment of  the  enemy,  and  enable  it  to  beheld  a  reasonable  time  in  case  of 
serious  reverses  to  our  own  arms  in  the  field. 

On  this  basis  we  have  estimated  for  full  garrisons  of  all  the  works  of 
the  exterior  line  south  of  the  Potomac,  for  three  reliefs  of  gunnersfor  Forts 
Ellsworth  and  Scott,  and  for  one  relief  for  the  other  interior  works,  and 
for  three  reliefs  of  gunners  only  for  all  the  works  north  of  the  Potomac, 
giving  a  total,  as  stated  in  our  report  of  October  22,  of  11,045  men.  As 
without  reserves  a  line  of  detached  field  works  possesses  little  or  no 
strength,  we  have  considered  as  included  in  our  instructions  to  provide 
for  these.  We  are  of  opinion  that  two  brigades  should  be  distributed 
along  the  lines  &om  Hunting  Greek  to  Four  Mile  Hun  and  two  between 
Four  Mile  Bun  and  Fort  Corcoran,  making,  say,  12,000  men  ^  one  regi- 
ment in  reserve  at  Chain  Bridge  of  750  men,  and  stationed  m  the  city 
a  reserve  of  10,000  men;  making  a  total  of  reserves  of  22,750  men.  As 
the  total  of  foil  garrisons  of  all  the  works  north  of  the  Potomac  is  7,343 
men,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  case  of  necessity  part  of  these  works  or  all 
might  be  foil  garrisoned  from  the  reserves,  still  leaving  over  15,000  men. 

We  herewith  inclose  two  tabular  statements,  giving  the  names  of 
works,  perimeters^fuU  garrisons,  number  of  gunners,  of  works  north 
and  south  of  the  Potomac.  We  would  add  that  the  system  is  not  en- 
tirely completed,  and  that  three  or  four  more  works  Uian  are  mentioned 
in  these  statements  may  yet  be  found  necessary. 

BBCAPITUULTIOX. 

For  fall  gaTTiflons  of  all  works  of  exterior  line  south  of  the  Potomac,  except 

the  Chain  Bridge 5,958 

Full  garrisons  of  Forts  Ethan  Allen  and  Marey  1,500 

Three  reliefs  of  gunners  at  Forts  Ellsworth  and  Scott 303 

One  relief  of  gunners  for  other  interior  works 230 

For  throe  reliefs  of  gunners  for  all  works  north  of  Potomac 3,  OuO 

Total 11,045 

Total  garrisons 11,045 

Reserves 2*2,750 

Total 33,795 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants, 

WILLIAM  F.  BARRY, 
Brigadier- General^  Chief  of  Artillery. 
J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  and  Chiejf  Engineer. 
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WILLIAM  F.  BARRY, 
Brigadier-General,  Chi^f  of  Artillery. 
J.  O.  BARNARD, 
Brigadier-Genoral,  and  Chitf  Engineer. 


HEADQUARTEES   DEPARTJfENT  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  25,  18CI. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  MoClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  Potomac: 

General  :  A  great  deal  of  anxiety  is  felt  in  this  State  in  regard  to 
tbe  voters  in  the  Marjiand  regiments.  I  bave  bad  several  delegations 
from  tbe  Union  men  and  to-day  a  (communication  from  tbe  St^ite  Central 
Committee  on  tbe  subject.  Tbere  are  some  G,000  men  now  embodied  in 
regiments  and  corps  raised  in  tbis  State.  About  balf  tbe  number  are 
in  tbis  city,  and  it  was  expected  tbey  would  remain  until  after  the 
election.  I  saw  an  order  in  Quartermaster  Belger's  office  last  evening 
ordering  five  companies  of  Colonel  PumelPs  regiment  to  Salisbury,  Md., 
altbougb  it  bas  not  been  sent  to  me.  Tbis  order  bas  produced  a  good 
deal  ot  solicitude  among  tbe  Union  men  in  Baltbnore.  Tbey  wish  to 
show  tbeir  wbole  strength.  Some  even  apprehend  that  there  may  be 
danger  of  losing  tbe  State  if  tbe  votes  in  the  military  service  are  not 
secured.  I  do  not  think  there  is  just  ground  for  this  apprehension.  At 
tbe  same  time  I  think  it  very  important  for  our  future  quietude  that  the 
Union  ticket  should  not  merely  be  carried,  but  that  it  should  bave  an 
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overwhelming  minority.  I  earnestly  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Grovem- 
men!  will  make  M  practicable  arrangements  to  enable  the  voters  in  the 
Maiyland  corps  to  attend  the  polls  in  the  districts  in  which  they  reside 
on  the  6th  of  November  next. 

I  am,  very  respectfoUy.  general,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 
M^j^'OenenUj  Commanding. 


Gamp  aboyb  Budd's  Febby, 

Oetober  21  j  1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  B.  B.  Maboy, 

Chief  of  Staffy  Department  ofPotomaCy  Washington^  D.  C. : 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  commnnication  marked  ^<  Confidential,"*  I  will 
state  that  if  the  only  object  were  to  sink  the  Greo.  Page,  it  would  be 
an  easy  matter,  if  she  remains  opposite  Budd's  Ferry.  I  have  before 
informed  you  that  the  river  bank  at  the  ferry  is  elevated  some  10  feet 
at  least.  About  150  or  200  yards  back  from  the  river  is  a  depression. 
Heavy  guns  can  be  carried  to  within  a  mile  of  the  ferry  without  being 
seen,  and  at  night  they  can  be  carried  this  1  mile  to  the  inner  edge  of  the 
elevated  part  of  the  bank,  so  that  they  can  not  only  be  screened  from 
view,  but  be  protected  by  the  bluff  bank,  which  forms  a  natural  parapet. 
The  guns  must  of  course  be  put  on  top  of  this  bluff  and  earthworks 
thrown  up  to  protect  them,  but  the  guns  can  be  put  near  the  desired 
position  without  the  enemy's  knowing  it,  unless  ii^ormed  of  it  by  rebel 
spies,  of  which  there  are  many.  If  the  Geo.  Page  remains  opposite 
the  ferry  and  in  the  river  (Potomac),  the  distance  irom  her  to  the  pro- 
X>osed  battery  will  be  a  little  more  or  less  than  1 J  miles,  according  to 
her  position  on  the  river.  But  this  proposed  work  must  be  constructed 
under  the  fire  of  at  least  a  dozen  guns  opposite,  and  we  know  that  some 
of  them  throw  a  shell  6^  inches  in  diameter  and  14  inches  long.  A  line 
of  batteries  as  long  and  as  formidable  as  may  be  required  can  be  con- 
structed on  this  side,  but  they  must  be  made  in  sight  of  and  subject  to 
the  enemy's  fire. 

Lieutenant  Harrell,  of  the  Navy,  attached  to  the  United  States  steamer 
Union,  informed  an  officer  of  cavalry  yesterday  that  there  was  on  board 
his  vessel  a  rifle  cannon,  probably  a  64-pound  gun,  and  one  of  the  best 
in  the  Potomac  flotilla,  which  is  too  heavy  for  the  Union,  and  if  the 
Army  wiU  transport  it  to  its  proper  position,  the  Navy  will  land  it  at 
a  suitable  point.  The  cavalry  officer  said  the  information  can  be  con- 
sidered official,  and  he  reported  it  to  me.  But  there  is  no  heavy  truck 
here  by  means  of  which  such  a  gun  [can]  be  transported. 

But  the  results  to  be  obtained  from  the  destruction  of  the  Page  are 
not  in  my  opinion  commensurate  with  the  danger  and  probable  loss  of 
life  attending  the  construction  of  this  battery,  when  it  is  considered 
that  as  soon  as  such  a  batt^^ry  is  constructed  the  Page  wiH  withdraw 
out  of  its  range,  and  the  attempt  to  destroy  her  by  this  means  will  prob- 
ably be  futile.  If  any  batteries  are  to  be  established,  they  should  be 
with  a  view  to  opening  and  keeping  open  the  river;  to  do  which  from  this 
side  there  should  be  a  long  line  of  the  most  formidable  guns,  with  mor- 
tar batteries  on  the  hills  in  the  rear,  which  when  completed  will  be  able 
to  destroy  those  of  the  enemy.  Our  Army  occupying  this  part  of  Mary- 
land, there  is  little  chance  of  the  enemy  attempting  to  cross  tbe  river. 


Notfoand. 
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The  Page  is  not  of  much  importance  to  either  party.  The  river  is  effect- 
ually closed  by  batteries  firom  Mathias  Point  to  where  our  fleet  lies. 
The  object  of  batteries  must  be  to  open  tbe  river  and  destroy  the  enemy's 
works,  and  the  work  is  a  formidable  one,  and  cannot  be  done  in  a  nigiit. 

My  examinations  of  the  river  have  given  me  all  the  general  infor- 
mation required,  and  there  are  several  reasons  why  I  should  be  allowed 
to  go  to  Washington  for  a  day  or  two.  If  I  am  to  construct  batteries  I 
should  like  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you  and  arrange  plans,  &c 
I  left  Washington,  expecting  to  return  in  six  days.  The  bureau  has 
estimated  for  money  for  my  use,  and  doubtless  it  is  ready  for  me  now.  I 
want  Instruments,  and  have  now  nothing  but  a  little  goniometer  and  a 
prismatic  compass.  I  want  to  provide  myself  with  camp  equipage,  that 
I  may  be  independent  of  the  messes  of  line  officers.  I  have  not  brought 
with  me  clothes  for  an  extended  stay  in  camp,  and  I  want  to  buy  an- 
other horse.  For  these  and  other  reasons  I  request  you  will  send  me 
an  order  to  repair  to  headquarters  at  such  time  as  3^ou  think  my  serv- 
ices can  be  dispensed  with  in  this  vicinity.  In  the  mean  time  I  will 
endeavor  to  accumulate  more  matter  for  your  information.  I  can  go  to 
the  city  on  horseback  or  by  water  and  return  in  the  same  manner;  dis- 
tance, 40  miles. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

li.  S.  WILLIAMSON, 
GaptaiUj  JJ.  8.  Topographical  Ungineers, 

P.  S. — Mr.  Posey's  house  is  oh  a  hill  about  a  mile  back  from  the  ferry, 
and  his  windows  are  in  full  view  of  the  rebel  batteries.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly in  concert  with  the  rebels,  but  tangible  proof  is  wanting.  It  is 
believed,  however,  he  communicates  intelligence  to  the  enemy  by  means 
of  mirrors  and  candles  from  his  windows,  the  women  of  the  house  taking 
an  active  part  in  these  proceedings.  It  is  very  certain  the  rebels  know 
all  that  we  are  doing.  If  heavy  guns  are  to  be  brought  to  the  ferry, 
that  house  should  be  closed  or  the  inihates  sent  away.  The  field  aitil- 
lery  is  now  camped  back  of  his  house. 

I  have  answered  the  word  confidential  in  its  literal  sense.  Do  you 
wish  me  to  consult  with  General  Hooker  and  converse  with  him  ou  the 
subject  t 


Washington  City,  October  28, 1861. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott,  Commanding  JJ.  8,  Army : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  introduce  my  acting  aide-de-camp, 
Simon  F.  Barstow,  esq.,  a  gentleman  whom  you  will  find  worthy  of 
your  favorable  consideration ;  also  the  following  views  toofler,  begging 
you  to  consider  that  the  urgency  of  the  case  must  be  my  excuse  for 
these  suggestions: 

It  is  very  clear  to  me  that  Kelleymust  be  supported  at  once ;  his  suc- 
cess is  a  blow  in  the  very  facQ  of  the  rebels,  and  they  will  hardly  remain 
quiet  under  it.  He  is  brave  to  audacity,  and,  although  exactly  the 
right  man  in  the  right  place,  should  be  strengthened  with  a  chiss  of 
experience,  and  the  very  little  caution  required,  which  he  does  not 
possess. 

For  these  reasons,  referring  you  confidentially  to  the  accompanying 
letters,  I  especially  advise  the  calling  up  of  Brigadier-General  Benham, 
the  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  Ohio  Volunteers,  now  in  General  Itosecrans^ 
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oolamn,  to  soppoit  him.  Benham  being  an  excellent  engineer  officer, 
sadb  a  coarse  will  relieve  the  necessity  of  detaching  one  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac;  and  as  he  is  on  the  best  personal  terms  with 
Kelley,  and  not  apparently  on  good  terms  with  iRosecrans,  I  think  the 
efficiency  of  the  public  service  would  also  be  promoted  by  the  change. 
The  troops  to  be  detached  fh>m  Bosecraus  are  of  a  peculiar  dais^ 
adapted  to  the  service  in  hand.  I  need  them,  and  they  can  be  readily 
replaced  from  Ohio ;  and  as  the  rebels  will  undoubtedly,  for  the  sake  of 
carrying  on  their  drafting  and  recruiting,  endeavor  to  repossess  them- 
selves of  Bomney,  I  think  no  time  should  be  lost  in  makkig  these 
changes  if  they  meet  with  your  approvaL  Supported,  as  I  have  stated, 
by  using  a  small  corps  of  mounted  men,  and  by  fbee  disbursement  of 
secret-service  money,  Kelley  can  certainly  keep  himself  apprised  of  any 
movements  of  the  enemy,  whether  from  the  South,  Lee's  column,  or  the 
direction  of  Winchester.  In  the  present  state  of  the  public  mind  in 
Upper  Virginia  and  Western  Maryland,  growing  out  of  our  late  defeat 
at  Ball's  Bluff,  any  reverse  which  might  happen  to  Kelley  would  have 
a  very  bad  effect  on  the  success  of  our  proposed  recruitments. 

Again,  as  the  Oovemment  is  now  fairly  committed,  by  the  taking  of 
Bomney^  either  to  a  retreat  or  the  reconstruction  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Biailroad,  can  we  fail  as  strategists  to  call  our  forces  within  sup- 
porting  distance  while  our  recruitments  are  going  on  f  As  the  troops 
gather  the  reconstruction  of  the  road  takes  pla^,  and  suddenly,  and 
much  before  our  enemies  expect  it,  this  important  avenue  of  supplies 
will  not  only  be  opened,  but  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  connected  by 
rapid  transportation  with  those  of  the  West,  re-enforced  and  strength- 
ened. 

Mr.  Barstow  will  present  to  you  my  i>ersonal  views  on  the  subject  of 
the  letters  to  which  I  refer. 

With  the  utmost  regard,  General,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  LAliTDBB, 
Bngadier-Oeneral^  U,  8.  Volunteers. 


Hbadquabtebs  Hooker's  Diyision, 
8ix  mUee/rom  BudtPs  Ferry^  Md.^  October  29, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

AdjutantQeneral  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Gbneeal  :  At  8  o'clock  this  evening  I  received  your  communication 
dated  the  28th  instant,*  directing  me  to  throw  up,  during  the  night,  if 
practicable,  earthworks  to  protect  the  two  20-pounder  Parrott  guns  while 
opening  fire  upon  tbe  rebel  steamer  Page.  After  consultation  with 
Captain  Williamson,  I  informed  Captain  Craven  that  the  steamer  had 
not  been  visible  from  this  side  of  the  river  since  the  arrival  of  our  bat- 
teries except  for  a  few  hours  directly  on  their  reaching  here.  She  is  up 
the  river,  and  owing  to  a  bend  in  it  and  the  high  banks  make  her  per- 
fectly safe  from  any  fire  we  may  deliver  either  on  land  or  water.  In- 
deed, the  tops  of  the  smoke  pipes  cannot  be  seen  fh>m  an  elevated  posi- 
tion behind  this  bank.  The  tops  of  most  of  the  schooners  lying  with 
her  are  scarcely  perceptible. 

*Not  found. 
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I  shall  to-morrow  morning  throw  np  the  earth  works  at  the  point 
named.  As  it  is  sheltered  by  trees,  it  can  be  done  as  safely  and  with  as 
mnch  sebrecy  by  day  as  night.  I  am  to  inform  Captain  Craven  when 
the  Page  shows  herself. 

The  enemy  have  been  busy  in  establishing  new  batteries  to-day,  which 
in  part  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  that  they  are  still  acting  on  the  de- 
fensive. They  have  thrown  a  few  shot  to-day  from  the  battery  directly 
opposite  to  Budd's  Ferry.  To-morrow  I  intend  to  make  an  examination 
of  the  rebel  works  myself,  and  shall  be  able  to  make  a  more  satisfactory 
report  concerning  them.  I  had  hoped  that  ere  this  my  information  re- 
specting the  rebel  force  would  have  enabled  me  to  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  having  my  command  transferred  across  the  river,  either  above 
or  below  these  batteries.  With  my  guns  in  position,  I  think  the  Page 
wiU  not  venture  down  the  creek  except  at  night. 

I  inclose  the  report  of  Captain  Williamson's  examination  of  the  bonk 
of  the  river  at  or  near  Indian  Point. 

The  Posey  trial  is  not  yet  concluded ;  more  arrests  have  been  made. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  Commanding  Division. 


Headquabtebs  Department  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore^  Md.j  Ootober  29, 1861. 

J.  Cbawpobd  Neilson, 

OlenviUcy  Barford  County^  Maryland : 

Sib  :  I  have  j  ust  received  your  letter  of  the  2Sth.  We  have  no  Merrill 
rifles,  and,  as  I  said  to  you,  the  Government  prefers  to  rely  for  the  safety 
of  Maryland  on  the  military  corps  regularly  enlisted  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  There  are  some  6,000  Maryland  troops  now  organ- 
ized, and  there  will  be  an  addition  of  at  least  2,000  to  this  number  be- 
fore the  1st  of  December.  They  are  ready  to  uphold  the  Government 
against  all  adversaries.  Could  we  rely  on  the  gentlemen  in  whose 
hands  you  propose  to  place  arms  for  support  under  all  circumstances  f 
Suppose  a  Confederate  army  should  succeed  in  crossing  the  Potomao 
into  this  State,  would  they  not  be  as  likely  to  go  over  to  it  as  to  co- 
operate in  repelling  it  as  a  hostile  invasion  t  In  other  words,  would 
they  not  be  disposed  to  welcome  the  invaders  as  friends  rather  than  to 
resist  them  as  enemies  f  Would  the  gentlemen  referred  t-o  be  willing 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  by  Congress,  a  copy  of  which 
I  annex?  Would  you  take  the  oath  yourself!  You  will  not  under- 
stand me  as  desiring  to  inquire  into  your  political  opinions,  but  as  you 
have  asked  the  Government  to  furnish  you  and  your  neighbors  with 
arms,  I  am  naturally  anxious  to  be  assured  that  the  conditions  on  which 
such  ap[)lications  are  granted  under  any  circumstances  would  be  com- 
plied with.  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  it  supposed  that  the  in- 
quiries I  have  made  imply  any  doubt  of  the  patriotism  of  yourself  or 
your  neighbors.  They  are  not,  I  assure  you,  so  intended.  But  in  this 
most  unnatural  conflict  I  have  found  among  those  for  whom  I  have 
always  had  the  sincerest  respect  opinions  which  seemed  to  me  utterly 
irreconcilable  with  what  I  regard  as  the  clearest  obligations  of  duty  as 
citizens. 

It  would  be  a  most  happy  thing  for  Maryland  and  for  the  whole  Union 
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if  the  5,000  cavalry  which  yoa  say  can  be  fdrnished  coald  be  rallied 
now  in  defense  of  the  Government.  The  appearance  of  such  a  body  of 
men  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac — ^the  property -holders,  I  may 
say  the  ^lite  of  the  State— ready  to  sacrifice  their  lives  in  defense  of  her 
soil  and  to  aid  in  patting  down  rebellion,  wonld,  I  have  no  doubt,  have 
a  moral  influence  on  both  sides  of  the  present  line  of  conflict  which  would 
do  much  to  bhng  the  war  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  In  this  result  no  one 
would  rejoice  more  than  myself.  But  when  I  witness  the  active  move- 
ments at  this  moment  to  embarrass  the  Government,  misrepresent  its 
motives,  and  compel  it  to  disarm,  in  order  that  the  enemy  at  its  door 
may  the  more  effectually  overthrow  it,  I  confess  I  must  come  back  to 
the  conclusion  that,  until  a  better  feeling  prevails,  the  preservation  of 
Maryland  to  the  Union  (and  without  her  the  Union  could  not  exist)  can- 
not be  safely  left  to  herself.  I  trust  the  time  is  not  Hat  distant  when  it 
may,  and  when  my  occupation  will  be  gone. 
I  am,  very  resi>ectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- GeneraL 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Six  miles  from  BuMs  Ferry^  Md.^  October  30, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General  Army  of  tJie  PotQma^c: 

General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Budd's  Ferry,  where  I  have  been 
to  examine  the  enemy's  defenses,  and  also,  in  company  with  Captain 
Williamson,  to  determine  on  the  best  point  to  throw  up  the  earthwork 
which  I  was  directed  to  do  last  night.  Instead  of  establishing  it  on  the 
line  A,  as  was  indicated,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  about  70  yanls  north  of  Budd's  house.  The  ground 
is  favorable ;  it  can  be  approached  by  the  batteries  under  cover,  and  is  on 
an  angle  of  the  enemy's  main  work,  between  the  guns  which  ai-e  planted 
to  range  upstream  and  those  to  Are  downstream.  Some  of  their  guns, 
however,  are  not  confined  by  embrasures,  but  they  are  fewer  in  number. 
Another  advantage  in  this  location,  it  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  nearer 
to  the  object  in  view.  It  is  directly  across  the  river  from  the  steamer 
Page.  We  could  see  about  three-fourths  of  the  length  of  her  smoke- 
pipe  and  the  greater  part  of  her  walking-beam.  Her  hull  is  entirely 
concealed  from  view ;  near  to  her,  but  higher  up  the  stream,  are  two 
schooners,  indicating  that  the  stream  is  not  navigable  much  above  that 
point.  The  steamer  may  be  able  to  move  a  little  higher  up  or  down  the 
river,  but  in  neither  case  will  it  improve  her  anchorage,  as  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground  she  is  as  much  concealed  as  she  can  be.  She 
presents  a  small  object  to  strike  at  our  distance,  but  it  is  practicable, 
and  I  have  given  directions  for  the  work  to  be  done  to-uight.  Captain 
Williamson  is  on  the  ground  to  commence  work  soon  after  dark.  It  is 
to  be  merely  a  shelter  for  the  men  and  guns.  £ven  if  it  should  not  be 
wanted  against  the  Page  at  her  present  anchorage,  it  may  some  time  be 
of  ser^ace  when  she  leaves  it,  if  she  ever  does.  I  omitted  to  state  in 
my  report  of  yesterday  that  I  have  no  20-pounder  Parrott  guns,  the 
largest  caliber  being  lU-pounders,  of  which  I  have  eight.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Getty  informs  me  that  the  rebels  have  one  30-pounder  rifle 
piece  and  thi*ee  of  smaller  caliber;  the  former  is  supposed  to  be  the  one 
captured  at  Bull  Bun. 
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The  rebclHare  engaged  in  establishing  new  batteries,  and  are  bnsy  all 
night  long  in  hammering,  chopping,  sawing,  and  driving  on  heavy  tim- 
ber. From  my  examination  to-day,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  will  require  an 
immense  expenditure  of  time,  labor,  and  material  to  silence  the  bat- 
teries now  erected  by  the  rebels  to  dispute  the  navigation' of  the  Poto- 
mac at  this  point,  and,  if  my  opinion  was  asked,  would  not  advise  it. 
Directly  above  the  main  work  of  the  enemy,  that  at  Quantico,  is  high 
ground  on  the  edge  of  the  river,  which  could  be  readily  taken  posses- 
sion of,  and  in  one  night,  with  the  necessary  supply  of  intrenching 
tools,  could  be  put  in  condition  of  defense  against  three  times  my  num- 
ber which  commands  their  batteries,  and  with  field  artillery  would 
compel  them  to  abandon  their  guns  the  first  day  we  opened  fire  on  them. 
With  these  meaus  at  our  disposal,  the  Navy,  and  a  plenty  of  scows,  my 
command  can  be  transferred  to  that  side  of  the  river  very  quietly  any 
night.  I  can  see  no  other  speedy  and  successful  mode  of  oi)ening  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  and  keeping  it  open.  I  am  aware  of  the 
presence  of  large  bodies  of  troops  in  the  neighborhood,  but  they  need 
not  know  it  until  the  next  morning,  when  it  will  be  too  late.  If  my  com- 
mand is  insufiicient,  which  I  do  not  believe,  sufficient  force  is  close  at 
hand,  with  water  communication,  to  place  the  result  beyond  peradven- 
ture.  I  write  of  this  with  great  confidence,  for  the  reason  that  I  feel 
no  doubt  of  its  absolute  and  complete  success. 

The  enemy  were  discharging  their  guns  more  or  less  almost  every 
hour  during  the  day  without  any  apparent  object — certainly  with  no 
effect.  The  steamer  arrived  today,  and  will  be  discharged  so  as  to 
return  to-morrow.  I  inclose  my  morning  report  of  yesterday,  which  is 
the  first  one  I  have  been  able  to  prepare  since  my  arrival. 

I  have  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the  telegraph  people,  to  inform 
them  of  the  direction  to  run  the  wires  to  my  camp. 

I  have  continued  to  address  all  my  communications  to  Brig.  Gen.  S. 
Williams.    If  this  is  incorrect,  please  inform  me. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 


Headquabtebs  Abhy,  October  30, 1861. 
General  Rosecbans,  U.  S.  A.,  Camp  TomphinSy  W.  Va. : 

General  Scott  says  detach  Brigadier-Greneral  Benham  and  his  brigade 
to  Bomney,  to  report  to  General  Kelley,  as  soon  as  possible. 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneroL 


Washington,  October  31, 1861. 
General  Bosegbans,  Camp  TompJcinSy  W.  Va,: 

Telegram  [of]  T.  T.  Eckert  was  right,  but  is  countermanded,  as  you 
desire.  Object  is  to  re-enforce  Kelley  at  Bomney  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
vou  can  spare  troops  to  do  it,  send  tlicm. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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Headquabtebb  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker ^  Ixnoer  Potomac^  Maryland.  October  31, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant- General  J  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  :  This  afternoon  Lieutenan^Golonel  Getty  introdaced  him- 
self through  two  of  his  10-pouader  Parrott  guns  to  the  rebel  steamer 
Page.  She  lay  at  her  moorings,  as  reported  by  me  on  yesterday.  Ap- 
parently the  enemy  were  not  apprised  of  the  presence  of  our  battery 
until  we  commenced  fire.  The  first  shot  seemed  to  inform  them  of  onr 
object,  for  the  steamer  instantly  fired  up  and  moved  about  100  yards 
higher  up  the  river,  without  improving  her  anchorage.  She  kept  up 
steam  until  after  we  had  ceased  firing.  She  must  have  been  nearly  2 
miles  distant,  for  onr  guns  could  only  reach  her  at  an  angle  of  8^  or  9^. 
For  line  shooting  the  ])ractice  was  excellent,  and  1  think  established 
this  fact,  that  it  would  be  extremely  hazardous  tor  her  to  venture  out  of 
the  river  by  daylight  while  our  guns  are  in  their  present  position,  for 
in  so  doing,  in  order  to  pass  into  the  channel  of  the  Potomac,  she  would 
have  to  approsSch  us  from  one-half  to  three -fourths  of  a  mile. 

The  enemy  was  at  work  at  two  of  their  batteries  while  onr  firing  was 
kept  up,  but  with  no  effect.  As  it  was  intended  by  the  major-general 
commanding  that  vessels  of  the  fleet  should  be  in  the  vicinity  at  the 
time,  I  sent  word  to  Commodore  Craven  of  my  intention,  and  he 
promptly  responded  by  dispatching  three  or  four  vessels  to  co-operate 
in  case  an  opportunity  presented  itself.  1  had  previously  informed  him 
that  with  the  caliber  of  my  guns  1  looked  for  no  important  result  from 
the  experiment. 

I  have  directed  one  company  of  the  Indiana  cavalry  to  be  in  readiness 
to  move  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning,  under  the  guidance  of  Capt. 
P.  S.  Dennis,  for  the  concealed  arms.  They  Will  probably  be  absent 
three  days. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  major-general  commanding  to  the 
mode  in  which  rations  arc  forwarded  to  my  command.  They  are  incom- 
plete. Of  the  60,000  rations  forwarded  by  steamer,  I  find  by  an  exam- 
ination of  the  invoices  no  beans  or  xK>tatoes  included.  These  are  of  the 
regular  issues ;  of  the  extra  issues,  no  molasses.  These  omissions  were 
of  frequent  occurrence  while  I  was  at  Camp  Union. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-QeneraU  Ctymmanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washinfftony  October  31, 1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Hooker,  Commanding  Division : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  has  received  your  letter 
of  yesterday.  He  desires  that  I  should  communicate  to  you  his  ap- 
proval of  the  change  of  location  suggested  for  the  earthworks. 

The  general  will  take  into  serious  consideration  your  proposition  as 
to  the  occupancy  of  the  high  ground  above  the  main  works  of  the 
enemy  at  Qnantico.  The  scheme  will  involve  considerable  additions  to 
your  force,  and  before  coming  to  a  final  determination  upon  the  subject 
the  general  would  be  glad  to  have  full  information  as  to  the  ground, 
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the  approaches,  the  character  of  landing ;  in  £ne,  upon  every  material 
point  relating  to  the  matter. 

Very  resx>ectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Abitrtui  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Weetem  VirginUiy  Brigadier-General  Ro9eeran$, 

U»  8,  Army,  oomnuinding,  for  October,  1861. 


Sutiont. 


Cheat  HoTintein,   Elk  Water, 

and  Beverly. 
Gralton,  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio 

BaUroad. 

Kanawha  Valle  J 

Camp  MoXeil,   near    Ganley 

Bridge. 

Camp  Anderson 

CampEwlns 

SunimersvilTo 

Buckhaonon 

Sutton 

BedHoose 

Camp  Montgomery 

Near  Charleston. 

Cross-Lanes 

Camp  Carlile 

Coredo 

Clarksburg 

Do.. .7 

Parkersburg 


Commands. 


Beyn<dds'  brigade 


District  of  Grafton  (Kelley). 


Cox's  (Kanawha  Brigade) 
Benham's  brigade. 


McCook's  brigade 

Schcnck's  bri;;udo 

Crook's  command 

Fifth  Ohio  Infant rv  (Dunning)  

Thirtieth  Ohio  Infantry  (Jones) .  . . . 
Thlrtyfourth  Ohio  Infantr>'  (Piatt)  . 
Tbirty-suvonth  Ohio  Infantry  (Sibcr). 
Fortj-'-founh  Ohio  Infmtry  (Gilbert).. 
Forty-nnventh  Ohio  Infantry  (Elliott). 

First  [West]  Virginia  Infantry 

Zeigier's command;  (six  regiments) . . . 

Garrison 

First  rWestl  Virginia  Cavalry 

Sooond  [West]  V&ginia  Cavalry 


Totals 


Present  for 
duty. 


8 


377 

10» 

123 
72 

75 
72 
10 
25 


81 
32 


10.421 

2,804 

2,842 
2,021 

1,076 

2,005 

447 

520 


&! 


734 
(L'4 


27 


189 


520 


12,882 

8,715 

3,970 
2,9cS 

2,447 

2,548 

1,129 

771 

444 

977 

824 

004 

432 

tSdO 

t2,t)10 

179 

tooo 

f040 


990  i  25,481  I  38,671 


0 

C.2 


3   I  E 


«'2 


28 

6 
5 


45 


*  Mountain  howitaers. 

t  Not  fully  organised. 

:  Fifth,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Tenth,  Eloyentb,  and  Twelfth  [WestlVirglnia  Begimenta. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker^  Lower  Potomac,  Marylandj  November  1, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant-General,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  I  very  much  regret  to  find  myself  involved  in  a  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  of  ambulances,  and  I  regret  still  more  that  tbe 
complaint  of  the  commander  of  the  Second  Brigade  and  of  his  brigade 
surgeon  was  not  transmitted  through  the  channel  prescribed  by  tbe 
Eegulations  of  the  Army,  or,  if  tliat  was  sanctioned,  that  it  was  not 
referred  to  me  for  explanation  before  the  major-general  commanding 
and  the  medical  director  had  deemed  it  proper  to  give  it  their  action; 
and,  waiving  all  considerations  of  courtesy,  I  regret  more  than  all  to  find 
two  officers  of  my  command,  holding  high  and  responsible  xx>sition9f 
showing  so  little  concern  for  the  efficiency  and  welfare  of  the  comnn^ud 
to  which  they  are  assigned  as  to  seek  by  artifice  and  unfairness  to  de* 
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stToy  one  and  disregard  the  other.    In  the  mode  and  substance  of  their 
correspondence  they  have  practiced  both. 

My  order  requiring  all  ambulances  except  one  to  a  regiment  to  be 
placed  in  depot  has  been  before  you.  The  reasons  for  its  issuance  I 
have  stated  in  the  presence  of  both  of  those  officers,  and  I  will  now 
state  them  again. 

During  the  march  from  Good  Hope  I  found  them  overloaded  with 
lazy  solc&ers,  officers,  and  women's  trunks  and  knapsacks  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  lead  me  to  fear  that  if  they  reached  camp  at  ail,  it  would 
be  with  crippled  horses  and  broken-down  ambulances,  and  in  conse- 
quence I  repeatedly  ordered  the  men  out  of  them,  some  of  whom  would 
heed  me  and  others  would  not.  With  such  an  uncUsciplined  crowd,  with 
no  assistance  from  a  single  officer  of  the  command,  I  abandoned  my 
purpose  and  passed  on  to  camp.  When  the  troops  reached  their  desti- 
nation I  directed  the  ambulances  to  be  put  in  depot,  with  instructions  to 
Surgeon  Bell  to  receive  them  and  to  report  to  me  their  condition,  which 
is  herewith  respectfully  inclosed.  The  First  Brigade  had  but  one  ambu- 
lance to  a  regiment  to  accompany  them,  and  those  they  retain. 

When  you  reflect  that  the  ISecond  Brigade  had  but  28  mUes  to  march, 
you  will  be  able  to  form  a  just  appreciation  of  the  perils  to  which  the 
ambulance  train  was  exposed.  Had  the  march  been  double  that  dis- 
tance, I  question  if  I  should  have  had  one  serviceable  ambulance  among 
them  remaining. 

Among  new  troops,  as  you  doubtless  know,  there  is  a  feeling  of  de- 
Btructiveness  towards  everything  belonging  to  the  Government,  and  I 
must  say  that  I  never  saw  it  more  fuUj-  expressed  than  during  my  late 
march.  This  is  one  of  the  outrages  committed  by  some  x>ortions  of  my 
command,  as  you  will  be  informed  in  due  time.  In  some  regiments  there 
appears  to  be  a  total  absence  of  anything  like  authority.  The  officers 
are  on  the  same  footing  with  the  men,  and  I  have  yet  to  receive  the  first 
report  from  any  officer  of  the  outrages  and  depredations  committed  by 
their  men. 

For  these  reasons  I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  as  well  as  interest  to 
protect  and  preserve  the  public  property  necessary  to  the  wants  of  my 
command.  I  have  placed  the  ambulance  train  where  1  can  see  it,  and 
given  directions  for  ambulances  to  be  furnished  when  they  are  required 
for  the  sick,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  If  they  cannot  be  cared  for  on 
the  march,  they  will  not  Ire  in  camp.  On  the  slightest  pretext  a  line  of 
them  will  be  established  on  the  road  between  here  and  Washington,  and 
that  will  be  the  end  of  them.  If  a  regiment  marches,  of  course  they  will 
be  provided,  for  the  most  remote  camp  is  not  more  than  one  and  a  half 
hours'  drive  from  where  they  are  collected.  General  Sickles  calls  this 
^^ field  service";  so  was  his  camp  at  Good  Hope  just  as  much.  But  I 
have  no  inclination  to  reply  to  any  portion  of  his  letter.  I  return  it  with 
a  trace  of  the  camp,  and  the  general  will  be  able  to  form  his  own  opinion 
of  its  fairness  or  unfairness. 

In  my  official  intercourse  with  veteran  politicians  suddenly  raised  to 
high  mOitary  rank,  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  observe  their  corre- 
spondence with  especial  circumspection. 

If  with  these  facts  before  the  m^or-general  commanding  it  is  his  wish 
that  the  ambulances  should  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
I  request  that  you  will  inform  me. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  Commanding  DiviMon. 
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Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker ^  Lower  PotomaCy  Maryland^  November  1, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant-Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potamae : 

General  :  Of  the  events  of  to-day  the  most  deserving  of  mention 
are  the  exercises  of  the  battery.  Seven  shots  were  fired  fh>in  a  section 
of  Battery  A,  at  an  elevation  of  13^  and  14^.  The  foorth  shot  is  su^)- 
posed  to  have  taken  effect  on  the  steamer.  With  our  small  pieces  I 
think  it  advisable  to  discontinue  the  practice,  and  onl}'  i)ennitted  it  to 
enable  some  of  the  yoong  officers  with  the  batteries  to  have  a  little  prac- 
tice. 

Firing  was  kept  up  at  long  inten^als  daring  the  day  from  the  rebel 
batteries.  Oyster  boats  continue  to  pass  up  and  down  in  safety.  The 
random  shooting  of  the  enemy  renders  it  an  adventore  of  comparative 
safety.  My  observation  is  that  they  are  as  likely  to  be  strack  by  hght- 
ning  as  by  the  rebel  shot. 

The  company  dispatched  to  search  for  the  concealed  arms  left  at  day- 
light. 

Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEB, 
Brigadier»6eneraly  Commanding  DiineunL 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Harper's  Ferry  and  Guhberlani), 

Camp  KeySj  Bomney^  Fa.,  November  1, 1861. 

Lieut  Gen.  Winfibld  Scott, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  United  States j  Waehingtonj  D.  C. : 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  yon  will  find  proclamation  of  the  general  to  the 
people  of  Hampshire  County  and  the  Upper  Potomac.  I  am  happy  to 
inform  yon  that  it  is  effecting  great  good  among  the  people.  The 
Union  sentiment  of  this  county  is  rapidly  developing  itself,  and  many 
of  the  citizens  are  coming  in  and  availing  themselves  of  the  terms  of 
the  proclamation.  The  general  being  a  Virginian  himself,  and  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance  of  many  of  the  inhabitants,  is  enabled  to  exercise 
a  salutary  influence  over  them.  The  general  arrived  from  New  Creek 
this  evening,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  not  very  welL  I  hope  he  will  be 
better  in  a  day  or  two. 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c., 

BENJ.  F.  HAWKBS, 
Captain^  and  Assistant  Adjutant QenerdL 

[Inclosare.] 

To  the  People  of  Hampshire  County  and  the  Upper  Potomac : 

My  object  in  addressing  yon  is  to  give  you  assurance  that  I  come 
among  you,  not  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  you,  but  for  your  protec- 
tion in  all  your  rights--civil,  social,  and  political.  I  am  here,  backed 
by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  to  protect  you  in  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty as  well  as  person,  so  long  as  you  are  peaceful  citizens  and  loyal  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  flag  of  which  has  so  long  and 
so  well  protected  you,  and  under  the  folds  of  which  you  have  lived 
long,  happUy,  and  prosperously.  But  if  you  attempt  to  carry  on  a 
guerrilla  wajrfare  against  my  troops,  by  attacking  my  wagon  trains  or 
messengers,  or  shooting  my  guards  or  pickets,  you  will  l^  considered 
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as  enemies  of  your  ooantry,  and  treated  accordingly.  I  shall  pat  as  few 
restrictions  upon  the  ordinary  business  of  the  people  as  i)ossible,  and 
will  give  as  firee  ingress  and  egress  to  and  fix>m  Bomney  as  the  safety 
of  my  troops  will  admit.  Citizens  who  have  fled,  under  an  erroneous 
belief  that  they  will  be  imprisoned  or  killed,  are  invited  to  return  to 
their  homes  and  &milies,  assured  that  they  shall  be  protected  whenever 
they  give  evidence  that  they  will  be  loyal,  i)eaceful,  and  quiet  citizens. 
Every  reasonable  facility  will  be  given  the  people  to  seek  a  market  on 
the  railroad  for  their  surplus  produce,  and  to  obtain  supplies  of  mer- 
chandise, groceries,  &c  All  persons  who  have  taken  up  arms  against 
the  €k>vemment  are  hereby  required  to  lay  them  down,  return  to  their 
homes,  and  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  support  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  By  so  doing  they  will  receive  all  the  protection  due 
to  an  American  citizen. 

B.  F.  KELLEY,  Brigadier-GeneraU 
£oMNEY,  Ya.,  October  28, 1861. 


Wheeling,  November  1, 1861. 
General  Bosegbans: 

Can't  you  spare  General  Benham's  brigade  to  assist  General  Eelley  in 
holding  his  iK>sition  at  Bomney  and  enable  him  to  advance  f  It  is  of 
great  importance  at  this  time.  A  quick  movement  in  the  direction  at 
this  time  might  enable  them,  with  Beynolds,  to  bag  all  the  rebels  on 
Cheat  Mountain. 

F.  H.  PEIBPOINT. 


General  Orders,  )         War  Dep't,  Adjt.  Gen.^s  Office, 

No.  94.  I  Washingtonj  November  1, 1861. 

The  following  order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  announc- 
ing the  retirement  from  active  command  of  the  honored  veteran  Lieut. 
Gen.  Winfleld  Scott  will  be  read  by  the  Army  with  profound  regret: 

ExEcunw  Mansion, 
Wtuhingtonf  Nwemher  I,  1861. 

On  the  Ist  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1861,  upon  his  own  application  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  Brevet  Lieat.  Oen.  Winfield  Scott  is  ordered  to  be  placed*  and 
hereby  is  placed,  upon  the  list  of  retired  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
irithont  reduction  in  his  current  pay,  subsistence,  or  allowances. 

The  American  x>eople  will  hear  with  sadness  and  deep  emotion  that  General  Scott 
has  withdrawn  from  the  active  control  of  the  Army,  while  the  President  and  a  unani- 
moos  Cabinet  express  their  own  and  the  nation's  sympathy  in  his  personal  affliction, 
and  their  profound  sense  of  the  important  public  services  rendered  by  him  to  his 
country  during  his  Ions  and  brilliant  cai^eer,  among  which  will  ever  be  gratefully  dis- 
tinguished his  faithful  devotion  to  the  Constitution,  the  Union,  and  the  Flag,  when 
assailed  by  parricidal  rebellion. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

The  President  is  pleased  to  direct  that  Maj.  Gen.  G^rge  B.  McGlellan 
assume  the  command  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  The  head- 
quarters of  the  Army  will  be  established  in  the  city  of  Washington. 
All  communications  intended  for  the  Commanding  General  will  hereafter 
be  addressed  direct  to  the  A(\jutant-General.  The  duplicate  returns, 
orders,  and  other  papers,  heretofore  sent  to  the  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral, headquarters  of  the  Army,  will  be  discontinued. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS,  Adjutant' General. 
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Headquarters  Hooker^s  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  November  3, 1861. 

Brig.  Gk^n.  S.  Williams,  Aast.  Adjt  Gen.  of  the  Army: 

General  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  three  commanications  from  the 
headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  2d  instant.*  I  had  previously  given 
directions  for  four  companies  of  the  Indiana  cavalry  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march  to  various  points  in  the  Peninsula  at  which  the 
polls  will  be  opened  on  the  6th  instant,  in  order  to  preserve  quiet  and 
good  order,  and  to  suppress  any  attempt  at  coercion  or  intimidation  on 
the  part  of  the  secession  leaders.  I  had  considered  this  force,  in  con- 
nection with  the  regiments  stationed  at  Pomonkey,  Hilltop,  and  Port 
Tobacco,  sufficient  to  accomplish  this  object  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  Lower  Maryland.  A  solitary  troop  of  cavalry  can  march 
without  molestation  and  execute  any  order  with  which  it  may  be 
charged  through  Southern  Maryland.  The  population  is  sparse  at  best, 
but  at  the  present  time  no  doubt  but  that  a  majority  of  the  young  men 
of  the  country  are  with  the  rebel  troops  and  those  remaining  are  tilled 
with  terror.  They  have  no  arms  and  no  heart  for  resistance,  however 
much  they  may  desire  it. 

The  vote  polled  will  be  a  very  small  one  in  the  whole  district  lying 
south  of  Bladensburg.  Perhaps  I  am  at  fault  in  not  having  communi- 
cated this  information  earlier.  Of  parties  who  have  returned  from  Vir- 
ginia to  influence  the  election  I  have  heard  of  but  one,  and  he  a  rebel 
officer.  I  heard  of  him  at  Pomonkey,  and  sent  for  him  at  once,  and  my 
scouts  are  still  in  his  pursuit.  By  my  last  advices  he  was  concealed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Good  Hope. 

The  most  noisy  resident  rebel  is  Perry  Davis,  a  tavern-keeper  at  Port 
Tobacco,  and  the  secession  candidate  for  the  legislature.  I  learn  he  has 
been  stumping  the  district  and  filling  the  heads  of  his  listeners  with  bis 
secession  heresies.  I  shall  give  directions  for  him  to  be  arrested  to-day 
and  forwarded  to  me. 

I  am  informed  that  a  secession  barbecue  will  be  given  at  what  is  called 
White  Horse  Tavern  on  election  day,  at  which  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
to  invite  a  full  company  of  Indiana  cavalry. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Gett^  informs  me  by  report  to-day  that  a  schooDer 
passed  down  under  sail  without  injury,  although  thirty-two  shots  were 
flred  at  her  from  seven  batteries.  These  batteries  are  established  along 
the  bank  of  the  river,  commencing  at  Quantico  and  extending  to  Sandy 
Point.  Most  of  the  guns  are  planted  to  throw  shot  diagonally  across 
the  river. 

Your  instructions  in  regard  to  the  telegraphic  people  had  been  antici- 
pated. I  am  informed  that  the  line  will  1^  completed  to-morrow  or  next 
day,  should  the  weather  continue  favorable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- Oenerdlf  Commanding  Division, 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  BaJceTy  Lower  Poiomacy  Maryland^  November  3, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams,  Adjt.  Oen.^  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo.* 
In  answer,  I  know  of  no  other  mode  by  which  the  steamer  Page  can  be 


*  Not  found. 


Chap.  XIV.]  CORBESPONDENCE,   ETC. — ^UNION.  641 

destroyed  from  this  shore  except  by  the  use  of  mortars.    If  the  M^jor- 
GeDeml  Commanding  should  determine  on  having  mortars  forwarded, 
be  pleased  to  advise  me  as  early  as  convenient,  that  the  beds  may  be  in 
readiness  to  receive  them  on  their  arrival. 
The  work  at  Indian  Head  will  be  prosecuted  at  once. 
Ver^'  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Commanding  Bwmon. 


Heabquabters  Depabtment  of  Pennsylvania, 

Baltimore^  Md.j  November  4, 1861. 

Col.  H.  E.  Paine, 

Commanding  Fourth  Regiment  Wisconsin  Volunteers : 

Colonel:  Tou  will  embark  this  afternoon  with  your  regiment,  Cap- 
tain Nims'  company  Massachusetts  light  artillery,  and  Captain  Richards' 
company  of  cavalry,  with  rations  for  fifteen  days,  proceed  to  the  Wi- 
comico Eiver,  on  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  and  land  at  White 
Haven,  in  Somerset  County,  as  early  as  possible  on  Tuesday  morning. 
You  will  immediately  take  up  your  line  of  march  to  Princess  Anne,  in 
the  same  county,  and  thence  to  Snow  Hill,  in  Worcester  County,  so  as 
to  reach  there  by  Tuesday  night  and  encamp.  Should  it  be  deemed 
advisable,  on  consulting  with  the  principal  Union  men  of  Princess  Anne 
and  Snow  Hill,  you  wiU  march  at  the  earliest  hour  possible  on  Wednes- 
day morning  to  Newtown,  on  the  south  side  of  Pocomoke  Eiver,  if  you 
can  reach  there  by  11  o^clock,  or  if  on  consultation  with  the  leading 
Union  men  at  Princess  Anne  it  is  thought  advisable  that  yon  should 
march  to  Sbelltowii  or  Newtown  on  Tue^ay  in  preference  to  Snow  Hill, 
you  may  do  so ;  but  you  will  in  either  case  have  your  whole  force  at 
Snow  Hill  on  Thursday,  and  there  await  my  further  orders. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  is  to  give  protection  to  the  Union  men 
of  Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties,  and  to  prevent  the  migration  or 
]mi>ortation  of  voters  from  Accomac  and  Northampton  Counties,  in 
Virginia,  or  elsewhere,  with  a  view  to  carry  the  election  of  the  6th 
instant  by  spurious  votes.  A  further  object  is  to  aid  the  United  States 
marshal  and  his  deputies  in  putting  down  any  open  demonstration  of 
hostility  to  the  Government  or  resistance  to  its  authority.  While  you 
will  in  every  proper  mode  employ  the  force  under  your  command  in 
effecting  these  objects,  you  will  see  that  loyal  and  peaceable  citizens 
are  not  molested  or  interfered  with  in  any  manner  whatever.  Your 
force  is  intended  for  their  protection.  You  will  see  that  it  is  not  x)er- 
verted  by  the  misconduct  of  any  one  under  your  command  to  their 
annoyance.  By  the  fifty-second  article  of  the  rules  and  articles  of 
war  any  officer  or  soldier  who  quits  his  i)ost  to  plunder  or  pillage  sub- 
jects himself  to  the  penalty  of  death.  If  any  man  under  your  command 
so  far  forgets  what  is  due  to  himself,  his  comrades,  or  his  country  as  to 
commit  any  outrage  on  the  person  or  property  of  any  citizen,  you  will 
put  him  in  irons  and  send  him  back  to  these  headquarters,  that  he  may 
be  punished,  and  no  longer  dishonor  his  associates  and  the  profession 
of  arms  by  his  presence  among  you. 

In  your  intercourse  with  the  inhabitants  you  will  do  all  in  your  power 
to  correct  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  war  which  has  been  forced  on  it.  Multitudes  are  laboring 
under  delusions,  the  fruit  of  misrepresentations  and  falsehood,  which 
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you  may  do  much  to  dispel*  Our  mission  is  to  uphold  the  Gtovemment 
against  treasonable  attempts  to  subvert  it  We  wage  no  war  with  indi- 
viduals who  are  pursuing  their  peaceable  occupations,  but  with*  those 
who  are  in  arms  against  the  United  States  and  those  who  encourage  or 
aid  them  in  their  treason.  If  any  such  persons  come  within  your  reach 
you  will  take  them  into  custody,  and  send  them  by  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity to  Fort  McHenry.  You  will  also  take  into  custody  in  like  man- 
ner any  person  who  may  have  come  from  Virginia  or  elsewhere  beyond 
the  limits  of  Maryland,  and  who  may  be  shown  to  you  to  have  voted  or 
attempted  to  vote  in  Somerset  or  Worcester  Counties. 

You  will  take  especial  care  not  to  interfere  in  any  manner  with  per- 
sons held  to  servitude*  and  in  order  that  there  may  be  no  cause  for  mis- 
representation or  cavU,  you  will  not  receive  or  aUo w  any  negro  to  come 
within  your  lines. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
MaJor-OenenjUj  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  BaJcer^  Lower  PotomaCj  Maryland^  November  4, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerdly  Army  of  the  Potomae : 

The  rebels  have  been  busy  at  work  to-day  on  the  steamer  Page.  From 
this  circumstance  it  is  inferred  that  she  suffered  some  injury  from  onr 
shot,  though  that  is  not  conclusive.  Additional  troops  are  constantly 
arriving,  so  that  now  in  point  of  numbers  they  exceed  my  own.  I  can 
see  no  indications  that  warrant  me  in  supposing  that  they  will  attempt 
to  cross  the  Potomac.  I  regret  their  policy,  for  I  shall  be  in  much  bet- 
ter condition  to  engage  them  on  my  own  ground  than  on  theirs.  Up  to 
this  time  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  their  batteries  south  of  Sandy 
Point.    All  is  quiet  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 

I  have  concluded  to  move  to  a  point  nearer  to  the  shore  of  the  Poto- 
mac, where  my  presence  is  most  required,  which  will  render  it  necessary 
to  run  the  telegraph  wire  about  5  miles  farther  than  I  had  at  first  pro- 
posed.   It  will  probably  be  completed  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKBBj 
Brigadier-Oenerdly  Commanding  Division. 


Headquarters  Hooker^s  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  November  5, 186L 

Brig.  Qen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant-Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  Intelligence  has  been  received  by  me  that  the  force  sent 
out  to  search  for  concealed  arms  in  the  vicinity  of  Charlotte  Hall,  under 
the  guidance  of  Captain  Dennis,  has  been  unsuccessful.  They  extended 
their  search  far  beyond  my  instructions,  and  to-night  are  at  Port  To- 
bacco on  their  return.  As  no  available  cavalry  remained  in  camp  for 
that  purpose,  I  have  directed  the  company  to  proceed  to  AUen  Fr^,  a 
precinct  of  some  importance,  and  to  remain  there  until  after  Che  polls 
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are  closed  to-moirowy  and  then  to  retom  to  camp.  PrevioaB  to  this  I 
had  dispatched  foor  companies  of  the  Indiana  cavalry  as  follows :  One 
to  White  Horse  Tavern  and  Piscataway,  one  to  Leonardtown,  one  to 
Trappe,  and  one  to  Pleasant  HilL  They  will  retom  the  day  after  elec- 
tion. 

We  have  no  news  to  report  in  onr  front  A  fbw  shots  were  fired  by 
the  rebels  in  the  course  of  the  day,  bat  for  what  object  is  not  apparent. 

I  mast  call  the  attention  of  the  Major-G«neral  Oommandiug  to  the  con- 
dition of  our  land  commanication  with  the  city.  It  was  reported  to  me 
to-day  that  not  less  than  twenty  of  my  teams  are  on  the  road  struggling 
to  work  their  way  through  the  mud,  some  of  the  wagons  broken  and  the 
teams  worried  and  exhausted.  How  they  came  there  is  more  than  I 
know;  certainly  without  my  authority  or  knowledge.  If  this  should  be 
continued,  I  shaU  not  have  a  serviceable  team  in  my  train,  nor  will  the 
depot  quartermaster  in  Washington  if  he  permits  his  teams'  to  be  put  on 
the  road. 

To-morrow  orders  will  be  issued  forbidding  all  land  communication 
with  the  city  and  vicinity  except  on  horseback,  and  I  request  that  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  may  be  informed  of  tills  circumstance,  in 
onler  that  i)roper  facilities  may  be  extended  to  my  command  by  means 
of  steamer.  Is  it  not  advisable  to  have  regular  days  appointed  for  her 
to  make  her  tripst 

We  have  now  nearly  if  not  quite  exhausted  this  district  for  30  miles 
around  of  all  snpplies  except  the  new  crop  of  com,  which  cannot  be  fed 
to  animals  pafely  at  present,  and  it  will  therefore  be  an  easy  problem  to 
determine  what  amount  of  transportation  will  be  required  for  our  sup- 
plies. I  trust  that  the  proper  Departments  may  speedily  give  this  sub- 
ject their  attention. 

I  have  discovered  that  the  transportation  with  which  the  Second 
Brigade  moved  to  this  x>oint  is  not  regularly  assigned  to  it,  but  thatth6 
greater  part  of  the  wagons  belong  to  the  general  train.  I  have  directed 
tbem  to  be  returned,  and  for  requisitions  to  be  sent  in  at  once  to  pro- 
vide each  regiment  with  fourteen  wagons,  one  to  each  company,  one  to 
the  field  and  staff,  and  three  to  transport  and  shelter  the  G0,000  rounds 
of  ammunition  required  to  be  kept  on  hand  for  each  regiment  This  I 
learn  is  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  Department.  I  hope  that 
orders  may  be  given  for  them  to  be  provided  without  delay.  As  soon 
as  they  are  received,  and  understanding  from  my  instructions  that  it  is 
the  design  of  the  Mt^or-General,  I  propose  to  post  my  brigades  in  the 
order  of  battle  along  the  shore  of  the  Potomac  and  just  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  rebel  batteries,  with  the  exception  of  one  i-egiment,  which  is  to 
locate  in  the  vicinity  of  the  landing  on  Mattawoman  Creek.  This  will 
require  less  hauling  for  the  supply  of  the  division  than  posted  as  it  now 
is.  This  arrangement  will  remove  the  regiment  and  battery  from  Hill- 
top and  also  from  Port  Tobacco,  which,  now  that  the  election  is  over 
and  the  supplies  nearly  exhausted^  are  not  needed  there.  The  flotilla 
above  and  below  protects  the  landmg  points  on  our  wings. 

The  line  of  telegraph  will  be  completed  to-morrow,  but  fh)m  some 
cause  the  person  in  charge  informs  me  that  it  is  not  in  working  order. 
Whether  the  wires  have  been  cut  or  trees  fallen  across  it  will  soon  be 
determined,  as  the  party  will  follow  the  line  on  their  return.  Up  to 
the  time  of  writing  I  have  heard  nothing  from  Brigadier-General  Sykes. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 
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Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Habpeb's  Febry  and  Oumbebland, 

Camp  KeySy  Bomnetfj  Va.,  November  6, 186L 

Mtg.  Gen.  George  B.  McGl^bllan, 

Commanding  the  Armies  of  the  United  States^  Washingtonj  2).  C- 

Genebal:  I  reported  to  yoa  by  telegram  my  strength,  position,  &c. 
By  reference  to  the  map  yon  will  see  at  a  glance  the  importance  of  hold- 
ing this  place.  It  is  the  key  to  the  valley  of  the  apper  branches  of  the 
Potomac,  and  commands  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Hardy,  Pendleton, 
and  Highland,  all  of  which  would  have  been  Union  counties  long  since 
if  the  Federal  troops  could  have  been  near  them  to  protect  them.  The 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  forms  almost  a  semicircle  around  this  place, 
it  being  from  10  to  28  miles  from  this  place  to  the  two  extreme  ]ioints 
of  the  ai*c,  comprising  a  distance  of  about  60  miles  of  the  line  of  the 
road.  From  here  to  Winchester  it  is  40  miles,  by  the  Northwestern 
turnpike,  a  very  fine  road.  From  here  to  Monterey,  up  the  valley  of 
South  Branch,* is  about  70  mUes,  also  a  good  road.  Now,  in  order  to 
afford  protection  to  the  Union  population  in  this  valley,  as  well  as  to 
protect  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road,  a  force  equal  to  that  which  I  now 
have  should  be  wintered  here;  and  should  you  desire  to  strike  an  offen- 
sive blow  either  on  Winchester  or  Monterey,  this  is  the  position  to  con- 
centrate the  force.  If  I  had  8,000  or  10,000  men  I  could  go  up  this  val- 
ley and  fall  on  the  rear  of  the  rebel  forces  at  Monterey  and  Greenbrier, 
and  cut  off  their  supplies,  and  utterly  destroy  their  whole  force  now  in 
the  mountains  in  front  of  General  Reynolds. 

The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad  Company  are  now  reconstmcting 
their  bridges  that  the  rebels  have  destroyed  over  the  North  Branch  and 
over  Patterson's  Greek,  east  of  Cumberland,  so  that  in  a  few  days  the 
company  will  be  enabled  to  run  their  trains  to  Green  Spring,  and  dis- 
tant from  here  only  16  miles,  and  to  which  point  I  have  commenced  to- 
day to  construct  a  telegraph  line,  which  will  be  done  in  three  or  four 
days.  From  that  i>oint  east  to  a  point  opposite  Hancock,  Md.,  the  road 
can  be  protected  with  a  small  force,  if  vigilant.  So  you  will  see  that 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  can  be  opened  for  trade,  travel,  and 
the  use  of  the  Government  within  a  few  days  if  there  can  be  a  sufficient 
force  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Martinsburg  to  force  the  rebels  back  from 
its  line. 

BespectfuUy,  General,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  KELLEY, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding. 


CxTMnEBLAxn),  Xovember  7, 1861 — 10  a.  m. 

A.  Y.  CoiAiVRJii J  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

My  force  consists  of  Second  Virginia,  Sixth  Ohio,  Third  Ohio,  and 
Seventh  Indiana,  and  dismounted  lottery  at  Elk  Water,  under  General 
Dumont ;  Ninth  Indiana,  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  Twenty-fifth  Ohio,  Thirty- 
second  Ohio,  and  dismounted  battery  on  Cheat  Mountain,  under  Gen- 
eral Milroy ;  Howe's  battery.  Fourth  Artillery,  one  company  cavalr>',aud 
one  company  infantry  at  Beverly,  under  Colonel  Bosley;  Thirteenth, 
Fourteenth,  Fifteenth,  and  Seventeenth  Indiana,  with  Loomis'  tottery, 
at  Huttonsville,  my  headquarters;  Bobinson's  Ohio  cavalry,  distrib- 
uted; Bracken's  Indiana  cavalry,  resting.  Eight  regiments,  the  two 
dismounted  batteries,  one  company  cavalry,  and  one  mounted  battery 
are  amply  sufficient  to  hold  these  posts  this  winter. 

J.  J.  REYNOLDS, 

Brigadier-  General. 
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Headquabtebs  Hooeeb's  Ditision, 
Camp  Baker ^  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  November  7, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

My  pickets  report  to  me  that  the  rebel  steamer  Page  made  her  escape 
at  3  o'clock  this  morning.  The  wind  was  blowing  fiercely  when  she  lellty 
and  it  was  so  dark  that  any  effort  to  check  her  with  onr  battery  would 
have  been  ineffectual.  She  passed  to  the  southward^  probably  to  Aquia 
Creek.  Of  the  whereabouts  of  the  flotilla  during  this  time  I  am  not  in- 
formed. It  is  also  reported  to  me  that  the  troops  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  are  withdrawing,  and  that  the  movement  commenced  on 
yesterday.    They  are  moving  to  the  south  likewise. 

I  have  received  reports  from  several  of  the  precincts  at  which  the 
election  was  held  yesterday.  So  far  as  heard  from  it  passed  off  quietly, 
and  a  much  larger  Union  vote  was  polled  than  anticipated.  One  arrest 
was  made  at  Port  Tobacco,  but  after  an  examination  of  the  case  I  found 
that  he  had  been  arrested  on  suspicion  only.  Finding  no  evidence  against 
him,  he  was  discharged. 

I  have  directed  all  the  ambulances  and  wagons  belonging  to  the 
general  depot  to  be  returned,  including  those  which  I  had  temporarily 
retained  lor  the  use  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Getty's  command.  Sevend 
regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade  have  remaining  but  three  wagons, 
and  it  is  out  of  question  for  that  number  to  do  the  necessary  hauling 
for  the  regiment.  Lieutenan^Colonel  Getty  also  informs  me  that  he 
requires  six  additional  wagons,  and  I  concur  with  him.  It  is  an  ill- 
advised  economy  to  require  two  or  three  teams  to  do  the  work  of  six  or 
eight 

I  have  given  directions  for  the  brigade  surgeons  to  select  some  cen- 
tral i>oint  for  the  establishment  of  brigade  hospitals,  and  if  they  should 
not  be  able  to  find  suitable  structures  for  their  accommodation,  I  pro- 
pose to  put  up  log  houses  for  that  purpose.  It  requires  but  little  time 
to  do  it,  and  it  is  better  for  the  men  to  have  employment  than  to  be  idle. 
The  only  difiQculty  I  apprehend  in  their  construction  will  be  to  find 
suitable  timber  for  the  roofing.  The  experience  of  the  last  week  has 
satisfied  me  that  the  sick  require  something  more  than  canvas  to  shelter 
them  from  the  storms.  As  soon  as  the  brigade  hospitals  are  established 
I  intend  to  bn*ak  up  those  at  Camp  Union  and  Good  Hope,  and  have 
the  invalids  transferred  to  them.  I  also  propose  to  arrest  the  practice 
of  sending  them  from  here  to  Washington.  I  know  of  no  reason  why 
the  sick  cannot  be  as  well  cared  lor  here  as  elsewhere,  and  in  that  opin- 
ion I  am  sustained  by  the  senior  miedical  officer  of  the  division.  Here- 
after I  intend  to  locate  my  encampments  in  the  edge  of  the  forests,  when 
it  can  be  done  without  the  sacrifice  of  position,  as  they  will  afford  shel- 
ter and  protection  to  the  tents,  and  will  enable  my  command  to  supply 
themselves  with  wood  without  purchase.  I  can  see  no  good  reason  for 
not  supplying  ourselves  with  fuel  when  we  can  help  ourselves  to  it. 
Some  regiments  have  made  no  purchase  of  this  article  since  their  ar- 
rival here. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  MajorGeneral  Commanding  that  I 
have  twice  made  a  requisition  for  the  work  on  Bayonet  Exercises — once 
while  at  Camp  Union,  and  again  since  I  reached  this  camp.  Two  of  the 
regiments  in  my  old  brigade  are  proficient  in  that  drill,  and  I  desire  to 
have  them  all ;  not  that  battles  are  often  decided  by  the  use  of  that 
weapon,  but  it  inspires  men  with  confidence  in  the  use  of  their  pieces  in  all 
seriice  they  may  be  called  on  to  render.   It  is  estimated  that  ono  inau  who 
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is  skilled  in  this  exercise  is  eqaal  to  seven  who  are  not.  I  deem  it  of  great 
importance  to  impress  on  our  soldiers  this  feeling  of  superiority  at  all 
times,  and  particulai*ly  when  the  remembrance  of  our  reverses  at  Bull 
Eun  and  Ball's  Blnflf  are  so  vividly  before  them.  They  only  consider 
the  result-,  without  reflecting  whether  those  unfortunate  fields  proceeded 
from  the  absence  of  generalship  on  the  field  or  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  those  engaged.  The  answer  returned  to  my  requests  has  been 
that  the  work  would  be  fhmished  me  as  soon  as  printed.  This  was  eight 
weeks  since. 

The  steamer  arrived  at  noon  to-day,  and  will  be  discharged  as  soon 
as  possible. 
Who  will  be  assigned  as  operator  at  this  end  of  the  wires  f 
Have  received  your  communication  of  the  5th  instant,  authorizing  me 
to  employ  a  person  conditionally  to  coUect  information. 
Very  respectAilly, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadxer-QeneraX^  Commanding  Division. 

P.  S. — I  am  just  informed  that  my  pickets  were  in  error  in  regard  to 
the  departure  of  the  steamer  Page.  She  is  still  at  her  moorings  in 
Quantico  Creek. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Hookbb's  Division, 
Camp  Bakery  Lower  PotomaCy  Maryland^  November  8,  ^861. 

Brig.  Qen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraHj  Army  of  the  Potomae: 

This  has  been  another  day  of  uninterrupted  quiet  on  both  sides  of 
the  river.  All  appearances  indicate  that  the  rebel  force  has  been  con- 
siderably reduced  within  the  last  few  days.  They  appear  to  be  appre- 
hensive of  our  crossing  the  river.  For  two  nights  in  succession  we  have 
heard  the  long-r611.  about  midnight  Last  night  it  was  occasioned  by 
the  seizure  of  some  boats  along  the  shore  of  the  Potomac  by  the  First 
Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the  removal  of  them  to  the 
Mattawoman  Greek,  where  they  could  be  used  in  discharging  the 
steamer. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  complete  my  arrangements  to  ascertain  in 
what  force  the  rebels  are,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  accomplish  it  soon. 

All  my  cavalry  have  returned  from  the  posts  to  which  they  were  as- 
signed on  election  day,  and  complied  with  their  instructions  to  my  sat- 
isfaction. The  company  ordered  to  Leonardtown  did  not  reach  their 
destination  in  time  to  be  present  while  the  polls  were  open,  in  conse- 
quence of  having  been  lost,  but  did  good  service  in  making  rapid  and 
orderly  marches  through  the  settled  districts  of  the  Peninsula.  This 
cavalry  corps,  with  good  arms  and  a  little  training,  might  be  of  great 
service,  for  it  is  filled  with  excellent  men.  I  felt  a  little  apprehension 
in  dispatching  them  in  troops,  beyond  supporting  distance,  with  no  arms 
of  any  account  but  their  sabers,  and  they  not  skilled  in  the  use  of  those. 
They  had  no  disturbance  with  any  one,  and  their  presence  at  the  polls 
seemed  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  citizens  everywhere. 

Perry  Davis,  the  secession  candidate  for  the  legislature,  was  arrested 
at  Port  Tobacco  and  brought  in  to  me  for  making  treasonable  speeches 
during  the  canvass^  but  on  his  assuring  me  that  he  made  them  while 
running  for  office  in  a  secession  district,  and  that  in  case  of  election, 
which  was  probable,  he  should  vote  against  the  ordinance  for  secession 
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if  an  opportimity  presented  itself,  I  deemed  it  politic  to  give  him  his 
liberty.    Besides,  the  election  was  over. 

The  First  Brigade  has  established  its  hospitals,  which  will  be  able  to 
accommodate  all  of  our  sick :  and  I  have  given  directions  for  the  hos- 
pital at  Camp  Union  to  be  oroken  np.  It  has  been  a  source  of  some 
annoyance  to  have  my  command  so  much  scattered.  Shall  expect  to  be 
able  to  make  a  like  disposition  of  Good  Hope  in  a  day  or  two.  These 
remote  establishments  are  alleged  as  a  reason  for  unusual  absence  of 
both  my  officers  and  men. 

Captain  Williamson  has  returned. 

The  Second  Brigade  are  graduaUy  concentrating  in  the  vicinity  of 
Sandy  Point  In  addition  to  the  reason  assigned  for  this  disposition 
yesterday,  I  may  state  that  discipline  is  so  lax  in  some  of  the  regiments 
of  that  brigade  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  see  them  oftener  than  I 
have  heretofore  been  able  to  do,  and,  further,  the  roads  are  becoming  so 
muddy  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  reduce  the  hauling  as  much  as 
practicable  to  spare  the  teams. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKBB, 
Brigad%er»Qeneral^  Commanding  DiviiUm. 


Camp  Oaxtley  Mount,  November  8, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Benhah: 
The  following  came  to  me  in  cipher  to-day : 

Wabhinotok,  Nwember  7, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Roskcbans,  for  Bekham: 

It  was  order  of  Scott  for  yon  to  Join  Keiloy  at  Bonmey  with  the  two  regiments 
named  by  you.  Shumard  not  ordered.  I  think  I  was  ^en  to  be  pot  in  charge  of 
opening  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad.  Am  now  wonnded,  and  have  no  idea  of 
my  future  destination.  The  report  as  to  my  promotion  was  a  sand  shell.  Probably 
resign  soon.    The  order  is  on  its  way.  ^ 

F.  W.  LANDEB. 

W.  S.  ROSBOBANS. 
Brigadier-Qeneral^  U.  8,  Army. 


Oenebal  Obders,  )  Headquabtebs  of  the  Abmy, 

No.  97.  S  Adjt.  OenJs  Office^  Washingtony  November 9 j  1861. 

The  following  departments  are  formed  from  the  present  Departments 
of  the  West,  Cumberland)  and  Ohio : 

•  •••••• 

5.  The  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  to  consist  of  that  portion  of 
Virginia  included  in  the  old  Department  of  the  Ohio,*  to  be  commanded 
by  Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Bosecrans,  U.  S.  Army. 
By  order: 

JULIUS  P.  GAEESCHfi, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 

*  Which  was  so  mnch  of  the  State  as  lay  north  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  north  and 
west  of  the  Greenbrier,  and  west  of  a  line  thence  northward  to  the  southwest  comer 
of  Maryland,  &c.  G.  O.  No.  19,  War  Department,  May  9, 1061.  See  Vol.  II;  p.  633,  of 
this  series,  and  G.  O.  No.  80,  p.  604,  this  volume. 
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Hdqbs.  FiBST  Beg't  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 

November  10,  1861^9  p.  m. 

George  H.  J owsstoh^,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- QenercU: 

Sir:  I  make  a  report  of  the  present  condition  of  things  on  the  other 
bank,  mostly  gained  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Candler,  who  has 
been  down  the  river  in  a  boat  to-day.  The  upper  battery,  on  the  bluff 
above  the  anchorage  of  the  Page,  is  growing  each  day,  and  men  are 
seen  constantly  at  work  upon  it.  ^o  guns  are  mounted.  On  the  creeks 
near  the  water's  edge  are  small  breastworks,  some  apparently  of  sand 
bags.  The  siege  guns  of  the  i)oint  battery  have  been  apparently  re- 
moved. The  two  guns  mounted  en  barbette^  looking  up  the  river,  are 
still  there.  One  of  them  is  very  heavy.  It  has  been  fired  but  once, 
and  from  the  report  and  its  general  appearance  it  is  judged  to  be  a  10- 
inch  columbiad.  The  battery  is  strongly  palisaded  in  the  rear  and  on 
the  flanks.  The  middle  battery  is  fast  approaching  completion,  and  is 
a  formidable  work.  It  mounts  five  guns  at  present.  It  is  being  fin- 
ished with  sand  bags.  The  lower  battery  seems  not  to  be  intrenched. 
Four  very  heavy  guns  are  there  mounted  en  barbette. 

Ten  distinct  lines  of  camp  fires  were  seen  to-night  between  Quantico 
Creek  and  Chopawamsic  Creek.  The  plateau  stretching  out  into  the 
Potomac  between  the  two  points  seems  to  be  their  main  position,  and 
their  camps  lie  back  from  it  in  the  wood  between  the  two  creeks. 

Below  the  Chopawamsic,  in  a  distance  of  3  miles,  are  two  regiments. 
Lieutenant  Candler  went  near  enough  to-day  to  hail  the  lowest  of  them, 
and  learned  that  it  was  the  Fourth  Alabama.  He  describes  the  colonel 
as  being  a  fine-looking  man,  handsomely  uniformed,  and  mounted  on  a 
large,  black  horse.  He  saw  many  cattle  on  the  other  shore  opposite 
our  position.  Just  about  Quantico  Creek  is  a  camp  on  the  other  side 
of  the  hill,  probably  of  light  artillery  or  cavalry,  judging  from  the  num- 
ber of  horses  which  feed  over  the  hill  and  the  appearance  of  the  men 
who  watch  them.  Day  before  yesterday  I  saw  there  both  gray  and  blue 
uniforms.  We  find  many  boats  on  the  shore,  some  of  them  quite  large. 
My  orders  are  to  bring  away  all  that  can  easily  be  made  serviceable 
and  destroy  the  remainder.  I  would  also  mention  that  all  along  the 
front  of  the  plateau  between  the  two  creeks  the  earth  is  freshly  broken 
in  several  places — perhaps  for  rifle-pits,  to  resist  an  attempted  landing. 
Upon  the  hill  back  of  the  lower  battery  is  an  earthwork  for  one  gun. 
No  gun  mounted. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

GEO.  D.  WELLS, 
Lieutenant'Colonely  Commanding. 


Headquabters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  PotomaCj  Maryland^  November  11, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral^  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Between  9  and  11  o'clock  a.  m.  some  of  the  rebel  batteries  were  iD 
active  operation.  Three  schooners  passed  up  the  river  under  a  six-knot 
breeze  without  the  slightest  injury,  although  thirty-seven  heavy  guns 
were  discharged  to  dispute  their  passage.  The  crews  seemed  to  enter- 
tain a  just  appreciation  of  the  batteries,  for  they  sailed  along  with  as 
much  unconcern  as  they  would  to  enter  New  York  Harbor.  Thoy  do  lire 
wretchedly.    Whether  it  is  owing  to  the  projectiles  or  to  the  guns  I  am 
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not  informed.  Several  of  the  pieces  are  rifled,  bat  they  seem  to  throw 
more  wildly,  if  x)os8iblc,  than  the  smooth  bores.  From  what  was  wit- 
nessed to-day  and  on  previous  occasions,  I  am  forced  to  the  condosion 
that  the  n^bel  batteries  in  this  vicinity  should  not  be  a  terror  to  any  one. 

The  balloon  was  inflated  about  8  c^clock  p.  m. ;  but  whether  an  ascen* 
sion  was  made  or  not  I  am  not  advised.  If  the  elements  should  favor, 
she  will  tomorrow. 

In  the  morning  I  propose  to  visit  the  flotilla  lying  off  Smith's  Point. 
I  received  information  that  the  rebels  have  constructed  a  battery  on  the 
opposite  shore  in  that  vicinity. 

It  will  be  advisable  on  the  return  of  the  supply  steamer  for  her  to  take 
in  tow  a  scow  or  two  of  large  size  to  assist  in  discharging  her  freight. 
The  boats  here  are  mere  wrecks,  and  though  I  have  men  at  work  repair- 
ing them,  I  question  if  they  can  be  put  in  condition  for  good  service. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Generaly  Commanding  DiviHan. 


Hdqbs.  Division,  keab  Seneca  Greek,  Mahtland, 

November  lly  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral^  d'c: 

Sib:  I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  report  to  the  Commanding  General  in- 
creasing sickness  among  the  troops  of  this  division.  The  diseases  are 
not  of  a  serious  character  so  far  as  they  have  appeared.  Purging,  vom- 
iting, intermittent  fever,  camp  fevers,  approaching  somewhat  the  typhoid 
in  character,  are  among  the  principal  diseases.  They  are  undoubtedly 
caused  by  the  cold  rains  we  have  had  since  our  return  and  on  our  march 
to  Edwards  Ferry  and  the  wet  grounds  upon  which  we  are  encamped, 
where  the  clay  soils  hold  all  the  water  that  falls,  and  the  autumn  sun — 
what  little  we  have  of  it — does  not  seem  to  dry  the  camp  grounds  at  all. 
The  men  have  done  all  possible  in  the  way  of  building  furnaces  and  huts 
to  make  their  camps  comfortable.    It  is  chiefly  when  on  duty  they  suffer. 

I  do  not  make  these  suggestions  with  a  view  to  broach  in  any  way  the 
subject  of  permanent  qutu'ters,  but  to  say  that  [if]  we  were  to  remain  in 
this  part  of  the  State  for  two  or  three  weeks  it  might  be  well  to  remove 
our  general  camp  to  some  other  position.  If  it  did  not  improve  the 
health  of  the  division,  it  would  relieve  the  minds  of  the  men,  who  at- 
tribute their  sufl'ering  in  a  great  degree  to  the  locality.  K  we  are  to 
remain  here  but  a  few  days,  of  course  a  change  would  be  unadvisable. 

In  reference  to  locality,  I  should  say  the  neighborhood  of  Bockville 
would  be  most  conducive  to  the  health  of  the  division.  It  has  extensive 
grounds,  which  the  people  would  be  glad  to  have  us  occupy,  and  in  the 
event  of  a  removal  towards  the  capital,  a  paved  road  the  whole  distance 
would  transport  our  trains  and  troops  without  difficulty  in  any  weather. 
I  ought  to  say,  however,  that  at  Bockville  we  should  be  chiefly  depend- 
ent upon  Washington  for  supplies  and  forage. 

In  the  event  of  a  more  permanent  camp,  Frederick  County  offers 
greater  advantages.  It  is  a  healthy  location;  the  country  about  would 
support  the  division  entirely.  It  would  be  connected  by  railroad  with 
Baltimore  and  Washington;  by  canal  and  railroad  also  with  Washing- 
ton and  Cumberland,  and,  with  an  interval  of  6  miles  only,  with  Ha- 
gerstown  and  the  Middle  and  Western  States).  Wo  should  there  obtain 
abundant  supplies,  and  be  ready  for  immediate  movement  in  any  direc- 
tion.   In  either  case  the  river  could  be  guarded  as  now. 
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The  inhabitants  here  inform  ns  that  there  is  a  chance  that  the  roads 
here  may  become  absolately  impassable  at  any  time  from  the  middle  of 
this  month  to  the  close  of  December.  An  unfavorable  season  may  so 
close  us  in  here  that  we  could  move  only  with  great  delay,  labor,  and 
difficulty. 

I  regret  to  call  attention  tQ  tliis  sntgect,  but  increasing  sickness,  con- 
tinually threatening  rain,  and  a  possibility  of  being  bound  in  by  impass- 
able roads  seems  to  make  it  necessary. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedieDt  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKSj 
Maiar-Generaij  Commanding  Divtskn. 

P.  S. — ^The  forage  we  now  obtain  is  brought  from  Frederick,  this 
neighborhood  being  exhausted  as  to  forage  and  other  supplies.  Captain 
Bmgham  has  addressed  a  letter  to  General  YanVliet  upon  this  sul^ect 


AUtraet  from  oon$oJidated  morning  report  of  the  Army  of  the  PoUnnac,  Maj,  Cren.  Owr^ 
B,  MoCleUun,  U,  8.  Army,  commanding,  for  November  12,  I86I. 


StetiooB. 

Commanda. 

Aggregate  pretent  for  dntj, 
equipped. 

Aggregate 
pieaent. 

• 

s 

Infantry. 

ArtiUery. 

Cavalry. 

year  Haddr  Branch — 

Hanter'a  CnApel 

Wiuhinflrtoii 

Banks' division 

Blenker's  division .... 

Casey's  diviston 

City  Onard  (A.  Por- 
ter.) 

Franklin's  division.  .. 

Heintzelman's   divis- 
ion. 

Hooker's  division .... 

Ke  yes*  division 

llcCaU's  division 

McDowell's  division  . . 

Porter's  (F.J.)  divis- 
ion. 

Smith's    (W.  F.)  di- 
vision. 

Stone's  division 

Artillery  reserve  (H. 
J.  Hont). 

Cavalrv  (Stoneman) . . . 

14.353 
7.738 
«,M» 
1,078 

0,411 
G.920 

8,775 
9,003 
0,877 
0.615 
U,208 

*0,064 

9,846 

874 
802 
840 

875 

75 

163 

128 

447 
417 

619 
92 

703 
760 
870 

•946 

471 

14,882 
8,354 

18,240 
1,418 

11,440 
10,806 

8,842 
11,062 
12.891 
11.471 
13,948 

13,184 

11,630 
1,068 

8,125 

t6,746 

1,228 

:401 

tl43 

4.847 

:8k  469 

18 
13 

0 

Rominarv  r.«..ir....r-T-- 

446 
251 

18 

Kort  Lyon 

12 

Near  Blndensburg 

Kear  Washington 

Cainp  Peirpotnt,  Va 

ArllnctOQ 

16 

249 
805 
881 
406 

12 
17 
18 

Hall's  Hill 

18 

Camn  Griffin...... 

PoolosviUo.  Hd 

800 
906 

18 

framn  T)iincan 

42 

WaahinKton  and  Ball's 
CroBS-Roada 

4,755 

AnnaT>olis.  Md 

Bumsldo's  oommand  . 
Camp  of  Instntotion, 

(Lookwood). 
Garrison 

Cambridirc*.  Hd 

Fort  Ellsworth  ......... 

Naval  Battery 

Mtscellaneoiia 

MlaceUaneona 

•2,076 

*2,8S9 

6115 

TotaU 

114,742 

6,850 

10,764 

160,294 

323 

_ 

•••  Present  for  dnty." 
X  "Aggregate  strength." 


t  No  retnms ;  estimated  as  above  on  original  report. 

§  Forty-eight  of  these  armament  of  Fort  Washington,  Ud. 


Headquarters  Division,  near  Senega, 

November  13, 186L 

Brig.  Q^n.  WiLLiAMBy  A$8i8tant  Adjutant-Oeneral: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  from  Colonel  Leonard,  com- 
manding at  Williamsport,  Md.,  giving  infonnation  of  the  force  of  the 
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enemy  in  that  part  of  Virginia  opposite  to  his  post.  According  to  the 
information  given  him  the  aggregate  would  reach  the  number  of  66,000. 
I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  a  most  exaggerated  estimate  of  their  forces. 
Yet  I  thonght  it  prox)er  to  forward  it  as  one  of  the  reports  of  the  day. 
If  correct,  it  would  imply  an  intention  towards  aggressive  movements,  as 
we  have  no  corresponding  forces  in  that  locality.  The  other  suggestion 
may  be  of  importance. 

A  few  days'  fine  weather  and  a  change  in  the  location  of  a  few  regi- 
mental camps  has  greatly  improved  the  condition  of  this  division  as  to 
health,  as  the  morning  report  will  show. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division, 

[InoIoraTe.] 

Hbqbs.  Thibteenth  Massachusetts  Yolunteebs, 

WiUiamsportj  November  8, 1861. 

Major-General  Banks,  XT.  S.  A.,  Commanding  Division : 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  since  my  letter  inclosed  I  re- 
ceived the  following  information : 

At  Martinsbnrg  there  is  350  militia,  and  30  of  them  mounted.  Ash- 
by's  command  is  at  Jeflerson,  800  strong,  some  of  which  are  at  Dnffield's 
Dei>ot  and  some  at  a  place  called  Flowing  Spring,  this  side  of  Charles- 
town.  There  is  a  large  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  reported  to 
be  five  full  brigades,  of  5,000  men  each,  under  commana  of  General 
Jackson.  General  Johnston's  command  is  in  their  rear,  and  said  to 
number  40,000.  A  reported  conversation  between  two  rebel  officers  at 
Martinsbnrg  is  as  follows :  To  draw  General  Kelley  from  Bomney  over 
a  bridge  on  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  and  then  destroy  the 
bridge  and  attack  him  and  his  forces  in  the  rear.  The  latter  informa- 
tion was  conveyed  to  me  by  a  loyal  lady,  in  a  direct  manner,  from 
Martinsbnrg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  H.  LEONARD, 

CoUmeh 


Hdqbs.  Division,  neab  Seneca  Obeee,  Mabyland, 

November  14, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Williams, 

Seadguarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Genebal  :  Referring  to  my  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
the  Commanding  General  in  reference  to  the  protection  of  Union  men  at 
the  i>olls  during  the  late  election,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  sent 
detachments  of  troops,  cavalry  or  infantry,  to  the  following  plskses  in 
Maryland :  From  Colonel  Leonard's  command  at  Williamsport,  to  Hagers- 
town  and  Funkstown ;  from  Colonel  Geary's  regiment  to  Sandy  Hook, 
PetersviUe,  Jefferson,  XJrbana,  Kew  Market,  Buckeystown,  and  Fred- 
erick City;  and  from  the  division  here,  under  direction  of  Major  Stone, 
provost-marshal,  to  Woodsborough,  Myersville,  Wolfsville,  Emmittsburg, 
Mechanicstown,  WolTs  Tavern,  Bockviile,  and  a  few  other  election  pre- 
cincts. Ko  armed  [men]  went  near  the  polls,  and  no  serious  disturb- 
ance occurred  in  this  part  of  the  State.  At  three  or  four  places  prepar- 
ations had  been  undoubtedly  made  by  disloyal  men  for  an  interference 
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with  the  polls,  bat  they  failed  to  make  the  attempt  in  the  presence  of 
troops.  Some  arrests  were  made,  but  the  men  were  released  and 
allowed  to  vote.  The  people  generally  express  their  satisfactiou  with 
the  conduct  of  the  troops  and  the  result  of  the  election.  The  men  who 
were  furloughcd  for  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  have  returned, 
with  few  exceptions,  where  detained  by  sickness,  or  arrest,  or  not  Lav- 
ing passes.  The  average  majority  will  reach  30,000  votes  for  the  Union ; 
a  more  favorable  result  than  was  anticipated.  Ten  thousand  would 
have  satisfied  the  Union  men  very  well. 

Both  branches  of  the  legislature  are  for  the  Union,  which  will  enable 
the  State  to  contribute  its  quota  of  men  and  money  for  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General^  Commanding  Division, 


Headquabtebs  Division,  neab  Seneca  Cbeek, 

November  14,1861. 

Brigadier-Gteneral  Williams,  Assiatant  Adjutant-General : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  12th  instant  in  answer  to  my  note  of  the  11th  instant  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  location  of  the  division.  While  I  would  approve  the  measure 
suggested  for  a  ^^  sanitary  inspection  of  the  present  location  of  tlie 
division  and  of  the  sites  suggested,"  I  desire  the  Commanding  General 
not  to  forget  the  possible,  not  to  say  probable,  condition  of  the  roads 
in  this  neighborhood.  The  soil  is  a  pure  clay  to  the  depth  of  5  or  6 
feet,  and  one  week's  rain,  which  must  be  expected  at  this  season,  would 
make  all  the  roads  here  absolutely  impassable  for  the  troops  or  division 
trains. 

The  health  of  the  division  would  suffer  from  such  a  state  of  weather; 
yet  should  a  sanitary  inspection,  looking  to  the  question  of  health  alone, 
result  in  the  conclusion  that  the  present  location  was  sufficiently  favor* 
able  in  that  regard,  as  it  might  well  happen  at  this  time,  nevertheless 
we  might  in  one  week  after,  by  the  state  of  the  roads,  be  completely  cat 
off  from  supplies,  except  by  the  canal,  and  prevented  from  moving  ia 
any  direction.  We  must  preserve  our  communications  as  well  as  the 
health  of  the  division.  We  are  in  danger  in  this  respect  at  any  time 
from  the  middle  of  November  to  the  last  of  December. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 


Headquabtebs  Hooki:b's  Division, 
Camp  Baker ^  Lower  Potoma^^  Maryland j  November  15, 18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

This  afternoon  the  rebels  have  discharged  no  less  than  seventy  or 
eighty  guns  at  a  solitary  steamer  passing  down  the  river  without  eftect 
The  batteries  used  were  those  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Evansport 
It  cannot  be  possible  that  they  will  persevere  much  longer  in  their  fmit- 
less  efforts  to  close  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  result  of  their 
labors  to-day  confirms  me  in  the  opinion  I  have  entertained  for  ten  days 
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past  that  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  present  any  formidable  barrier  to 
the  almost  nnintermpted  passage  of  vessels  up  and  down  the  Potomac. 
I  am  aware  that  a  different  opinion  prevails  among  those  whose  ex- 
perience should  entitle  their  opinion  to  more  consideration  than  my 
own,  and  for  that  reason  it  is  with  some  reluctance  that  1  advance  it; 
nevertheless  it  is  my  conviction.  For  instance,  today  the  vessel  de- 
scended the  river  soon  after  midday  with  a  three  or  four  knot  breeze 
and  was  not  struck.  Of  fdl  the  rebel  firing  since  I  have  been  on  the 
river,  and  it  has  been  immense,  but  t^o  of  their  shot  have  taken  effect, 
and  that  was  the  wood  schooner  anchored  in  the  middle  of  the  river. 
She  was  hit  twice,  once  in  her  hull  and  once  in  her  main-sail,  if  that 
may  be  called  hit.  With  a  light  breeze  or  a  favorable  current,  a  sev- 
enty-four line-of-battleshjp  can  ascend  or  descend  the  river  at  night 
with  impunity. 

I  desire  that  500  blank  morning  reports  may  be  forwarded  to  me. 

Herewith  I  inclose  the  report  of  Lieutenan^Colonel  Wells,  First 
Massachusetts  Eegiment,  which  was  not  received  in  season  to  send 
with  the  communication  of  the  14th  instant.* 
Very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneralf  Commanding  Division, 


Headquaetebs  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  BaJcerj  Lotcer  Potomac^  Maryland^  November  16, 1861. 

Brig.  €ten.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  AdjutantOeneral^  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

For  several  days  past  my  leisure  hours  have  been  passed  in  endeavor- 
ing to  ascertain,  with  as  much  accuracy  as  circumstances  will  permit,  the 
position  and  number  of  the  rebel  forces  in  my  immediate  vicinity.  And 
of  this  it  has  been  necessary  to  form  my  opiniQU  almost  wholly  from 
their  camp  tires,  for,  strange  to  say,  I  have  not,  during  my  three  weeks' 
sojourn,  fallen  in  with  any  one  able  or  willing  to  enlighten  me  on  this 
subject.  If  the  citizens  of  this  district  are  not  secessionists,  they  might 
as  well  be,  so  far  as  it  regards  their  services  to  our  cause.  Nor  have  I 
been  more  fortunate  in  my  endeavor  to  acquire  reliable  information 
through  agents  in  my  own  employment.  Perhaps  I  may,  but  I  am 
wearied  of  the  delay. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy's  forces  visible  are  statioifed  in  rear  of 
the  batteries  between  Quantico  and  Ghopawamsic  Creeks.  Two  regi- 
ments apiiear  to  be  posted  near  each  other  on  the  bank  of  the  Quan- 
tico,  and  one  regiment  about  one-third  of  a  mile  to  the  south  of  tbem. 
In  rear  of  the  former,  in  the  valley  extending  towanls  Dumfries,  are  a  long 
line  of  encampments,  and  a  valley  making  off  from  that  at  Quantico  at 
nearly  right  angles  in  a  southerly  direction  is  also  occupied  with  camps. 
To  the  observer  on  this  side  of  the  Potomac  all  hills  covered  with  forests 
but  conceal  a  line  of  smoke  rising  above  them.  Farther  to  the  south 
other  camps  can  be  seen  at  intervals  of  a  mile  or  more.  On  the  north 
of  Quantico  Creek,  and  behind  a  bold  hill,  is  another  camp  of  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  a  field  battery;  all  of  these  showed  themselves  the  day  we 
had  the  contest  for  the  schooner. 

This  bold  hill  commands  all  the  batteries  in  the  vicinity  of  Evansport, 
and  is  the  one  I  proposed  to  occupy  soon  after  reaching  here.    It  is 

*  See  p.  422. 
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within  a  week  that  the  rebels  have  established  the  camp  at  its  base 
farthest  from  the  Potomac 

Nearly  iu  rear  of  Cockpit  Point  is  another  infantry  encampment 
The  enemy,  I  presume,  are  encami>ed  by  regiments,  and  if  the  troops 
resemble  other  Southern  regiments  with  which  I  have  served,  they  are 
small  in  comparison  with  our  own. 

On  a  reconnaissance  fi*om  the  balloon  no  doubt  I  shall  be  able  to 
furnish  you  with  more  specific  and  satisfactory  information. 

Nothing  has  occurred  deserving  of  mention  since  my  report  of  yes- 
terday. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Getty  has  submitted  to  me  a  requisition  for  lum- 
ber to  shelter  his  horses,  which  I  have  approved,  for  the  reason  that  I 
am  in  ignorance  of  the  intentions  of  the  Major-General  Commanding  as 
it  regies  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  this  command.  If  it  is  to 
remain  here  any  length  of  time  I  would  ad\'ise  the  issue,  for  if  this 
weather  continues  the  loss  in  horses  in  a  few  nights  will  exceed  the 
cost  of  the  lumber. 

In  view  of  Liverpool  Point  being  made  the  landing  place  of  our  sup- 
plies, I  have  seized  fourteen  boats  to  serve  as  lighters,  and  they  are 
now  in  charge  of  the  picket  at  that  point. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Bngadier-Oeneraly  Commanding  Dirinon. 


Genebal  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  45.  f  Washinfftony  November  16, 180L 

I.  No  change  will  be*made  in  the  armament  established  by  the  chief 
engineer  and  chief  of  artillery  for  the  field  works  occupied  by  this 
armv,  or  any  diversion  permitted  tram  the  original  location  of  the 
implements,  equipments,  or  ammunition  i>ertaining  to  the  guns  of  the 
field  works,  without  the  express  sanction  of  the  Commanding  General. 

II.  The  fort  on  Upton's  Hill  will  hereafter  be  known  as  Fort  Bamsay, 
and  that  heretofore  called  Fort  Bamsay  as  Fort  Cass. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  McClellan: 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OenerOrL 


Headquarters, 
Baltimorej  Md.j  November  19, 1861. 

General  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

General  :  The  letter  of  Major  Van  Buren,  my  assistant  a<\jutant- 
general,  of  the  11th  instant,*  has  explained  the  reason  why  your  com- 
munication of  the  6th,*  in  regard  to  the  absorption  of  the  Department 
of  Pennsylvania  into  others,  has  not  been  sooner  answered.  A  brief 
reference  to  the  orders  concerning  its  organization  and  limits  will  show 
why  I  considered  it  in  existence  until  your  communications  were  re- 
ceived. Since  they  came  to  hand  my  orders  and  letters  have  been 
dated  at  headquarters,  Baltimore,  omitting  Department  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  department  was  created  by  General  Orders,  No.  47.  from 
the  War  Department,  on  the  25th  of  July  last.    It  was  composed  of  a 

*  Not  foand. 
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portion  of  Marjland,  all  of  Pennsylvania,  and  all  of  Delaware.  As 
tlias  constitnted,  it  lias  never  been  dissolved  by  general  orders,  either 
from  the  War  Department  or  the  headquarters  of  the  Army. 

General  Orders,  No.  15,  from  the  headquarters 'of  the  Army,  dated 
17th  of  Angnst  last,  created  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  and  ab- 
sorbed Maryland  and  Delaware,  bat  still  left  me  in  command  of  Penn- 
sylvania, over  which  I  eontinned  to  exercise  military  jnrisdiction  until 
the  receipt  of  the  communications  referred  to,  and  for  this  reason  I 
continued  to  date  my  orders  and  communications  at  headquarters  De- 
partment  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  20th  of  August  last  Major-General  McGlellan,  by  General 
Orders,  No.  1,  assumed  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac^  com- 
prising the  troops  serving  in  the  former  Department  of  Washington 
and  Northeastern  Virginia,  in  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  in 
the  States  of  Maryland  and  Delaware.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania  was 
left  untouched,  and  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  was  not  dissolved 
either  in  terms  or  by  designating  the  geographical  boundaries  of  the 
command  of  Major-General  McGlellan.  By  the  Army  Begister,  dated 
September  10, 1861,  page  72,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  assigned  to 
the  Department  of  the  East.  The  Begister  was  not  sent  to  me  until 
about  six  weeks  after  its  date,  and  I  did  not  notice  until  a  late  day  the 
new  arrangement  of  Departments.  In  the  mean  time  my  communica- 
tions to  the  War  Department,  the  headquarters  of  the  Army,  and  Uie 
Army  of  the  Potomac  were  all  dated  headquarters  Department  of 
Pennsylvauia,  without  any  intimation  that  I  was  acting  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. 

Communications  also  came  to  me  fh>m  the  Acljutant-General's  Office, 
addressed  to  me  as  commanding  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania.  I 
inclose  four  envelopes,  three  of  them  post-marked  as  late  as  November, 
with  the  same  address.  The  communications  which  they  contained 
were  directed  in  the  same  manner.  During  the  whole  of  this  period  I 
continued  to  exercise  military  jurisdiction  over  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, ordering  troops  from  thence  from  time  to  time  and  receiving 
muster  rolls  from  the  mustering  officer,  Lieutenan^Golonel  Buff. 

I  have  not  gone  into  this  detail  for  thei)nrpose  of  contending  against 
the  views  of  the  subject  presented  in  your  communication  of  the  6th 
instant,  but  to  explain  that,  as  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  had  not 
been  dissolved,  but  only  a  portion  of  it,  as  originally  organized,  taken 
away  by  general  orders,  I  assumed  that  it  still  existed.  The  only 
public  considerations  connected  with  the  subject  are  those  which  con- 
cern the  sentences  in  course  of  execution  pronounced  by  the  court- 
martial  of  which  Colonel  Cnrtenius  was  presidents  Only  one  of  the 
commissioned  officers  tried  was  dismissed,  the  others  were  acquitted : 
but  a  number  of  privates  sentenced  for  very  grave  offenses  escaped 
punishment,  and  two  have  been  dishonorably  discharged  from  the 
service.  But  if,  as  I  suppose,  it  involves  the  question  of  double  rations, 
there  are  personal  considerations  of  some  imiK>rtance  to  myself,  as  I 
have  received  my  pay  and  emoluments  for  September,  and  may  be 
called  on  to  refund  the  double  rations.  In  that  case  I  shall,  without 
intending  any  disrespect,  contend  before  the  proper  authority,  first, 
that  the  Department  of  Pennsylvania  was  never  dissolved  by  general 
orders ;  second,'  that  I  performed  the  duties  of  commanding  general 
thereof  until  November  6 ;  and,  third,  that  I  was  entitled  to  notice  of 
its  absorption  with  others. 

I  desire  to  suggest  to  the  Commanding  General  that  the  general  in 
command  of  Baltimore  is  in  great  need  of  the  powers  incidental  to  a 


656  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.  Viu,   AND  W.   VA.        [Chap.  XIV. 

geographical  department.  A  day  rarely  passes  without  an  urgent  ne- 
nessity  for  giving  orders,  signing  requisitions,  &c.,  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  regiments  and  corps  composing  my  division.  A  very  convenient 
department  might  be  formed  of  Delaware,  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  and  so  much  of  Maryland  on  the  Western  Shore  as 
includes  Baltimore  and  the  counties  of  the  east.  If  there  are  no  public 
considerations  which  conflict  with  such  an  arrangement,  it  would  relieve 
the  General-in-Chief  of  a  good  deal  of  detail,  and  I  think  would  greatly 
promote  the  convenience  and  efficiency  of  the  service  in  this  quarter. 
I  do  not  ask  it  on  personal  grounds,  although,  as  the  senior  m£yor-gen- 
eral  of  volunteers,  1  might  perhaps  not  unreasonably  do  so. 
I  am,  very  resxiectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-  QenerctL 


Hdqbs.  of  the  Abmy,  Adjutant- General's  Office, 

Washingtafiy  November  19, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Kosegbans, 

Comdg,  Dept  of  Western  Virginia^  Camp  Qauley  Mountain: 

Copies  of  telegrams  to  Generals  Cox  and  Reynolds  of  the  16th  instant 
have  been  sent  you  by  mail ;  to  the  former,  to  send  three  Ohio  and 
the  latter  one  Indiana  regiment  to  Kentnck3\  Eight  regimeuts  in  all 
will  go  from  your  command ;  six  Ohio  and  two  Indiana. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant'  OeneraU 


Hdqus.  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 
Camp  Qauley  Mountain^  Western  Virginia^  November  19, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  U.  8,  Army,  Washington,  2>.  C. : 

General  :  My  last  written  dispatch  was  dated  the  16th.  I  beg  yoa 
will  excuse  the  omission  of  two  days.  Unavoidable  pressure  of  busi- 
ness prevented  compliance  with  your  order  for  daily  letters. 

My  telegraphic  di-^patches  have  advised  you  of  events  in  my  com- 
mand to  this  date.  I  have  only  to  add  that  a  flag  of  truce  we  sent  to 
Meadow  Bluff  came  within  one  mile  of  their  position.  They  report  the 
roails  horribly  bad,  and  dead  horses  strewn  along  the  way  between  Sew- 
ell  and  Meadow  Bluff.  The  rebels  they  saw  were  illy  clad  and  armed. 
They  were  very  much  disconcerted  by  our  visit,  and  Gibba  (Maj.  0.  F. 
S.)  actually  slept  between  the  two  captains  of  our  escort  the  night  they 
remained  there. 

I  have  sent  Capt.  W.  F.  Eaynolds  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  Floyd,  pro- 
|)o$ing  that  he  should  put  a  stop  to  the  abhorrent  practice  of  kidnap- 
ing unarmed  citizens,  and  promising  on  that  condition  to  release  cer- 
tain hostages  now  in  our  possession.  He  will  be  able  to  report  where 
the  rebels  are  to  be  found. 

Keynolds  reports  Gilham  not  nearer  than  Greenbrier  Bridge,  12  miles 
from  Huntersville,  on  the  Monterey  road;  the  rebels  are  preparini^ 
arbor  cantonments. 

The  rebels  at  Piketon  were  not  so  desperately  annihilated  as  I  liad 
hoped.  They  will  give  some  trouble  on  the  river  l)elow  Point  Pleasant, 
but  I  feel  very  willing  to  have  them  eat  out  the  ^'secesh^  inhabitants  of 
Logan.    When  they  find  their  corn  and  cattle  gone,  without  a  quid  pro 
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quoj  they  will  be  better  prepared  to  appreciate  the  friends  who  have 
done  it. 

General  Thomas  ordered  General  Cox  to  send  the  three  Ohio  regi- 
ments longest  in  Western  Virginia  to  Covington,  Ky.,  and  General 
Beynolds  to  send  five  regiments  from  his  line,  without  even  notice  to 
me  of  it.  When  I  telegraphed,  asking  his  meaning,  he  replied  it  was  a 
mistake.  Now  I  have  a  telegram  saying  copies  of  those  were  forwarded 
to  me  by  mail,  and  that  eight  regiments  will  go  from  my  command.  I 
have  telegraphed  to  know  if  I  am  to  have  the  selection.  When  I  receive 
the  reply  I  will  be  able  to  say  how  many  troops  are  to  be  brigaded. 

As  to  plans,.they  are  to  hold  Kanawha  Valley  and  the  Gauley  Pass, 
with  its  outlets  towards  Baleigh  and  Sewell ;  to  hold  Cheat  Mountain 
Pass  on  both  roads ;  to  hold  liomney  and  the  lied-Honse  Pass ;  guard 
the  railroads;  put  the  Mud  River  and  Guyandotte  Valleys  in  order,  and 
recruit  and  discipline  the  regiments  that  have  been  worn  down  and 
thinned  out  by  casualties  and  discharges  for  disability.  The  first  ne- 
cessity will  be  to  apply  the  examination  provided  for  by  law,  and  get 
rid  of  the  lazy,  cowardly,  slothful,  and  worthless  ofiiccis  who  infest  our 
army.  This  will  require  you  to  send  me  a  few  laore  regular  officers. 
Should  any  opportunity  offer,  my  intention  was  to  take  all  my  spare 
regiments  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  for  winter  quarters,  but 
if  they  are  to  be  required  elsewhere,  well. 

Mj  dear  general,  this  is  addressed  directly  to  you,  because  I  thought 
it  possible  such  might  have  been  your  intention  for  a  short  time.  You 
will  assist  me  very  greatly  in  preparing  my  troops  for  the  coming  sea- 
son if  you  will  let  me  know  what  brigadiers  you  can  assign  me. 

You  must  observe  that  Colonel  McCook  does  not  want  to  be  acting. 
General  Benham  will  never  do  when  there  is  any  great  or  dangerous 
enterprise.  I  have  tried  him  sufficiently,  and  will  never  trust  him  more. 
General  Schenck  has  gone  home  dangerously  ill.  General  Cox  is  the 
only  reliable  man  here,  and  General  Reynolds  and  General  Kelley  are 
in  the  eastern  end  of  the  department.  There  should  be  one  more  brig- 
adier-general here  and  one  on  the  other  line.  The  portion  of  Ohio  con- 
tiguous to  Virginia  ought  to  belong  to  this  department  Please  let  me 
know  what  troops  are  to  be  taken  from  the  command  and  who  is  to 
select  them. 

Send  me  one  or  two  brigadiers,  an  aide-de-camp,  and  an  order  giv- 
ing so  much  of  Ohio  to  this  department  as  may  enable  me  to  have  such 
points  as  Cincinnati  for  hospital  and  headquarters  of  staff;  Gallipolis, 
Marietta,  and  Bellaire  for  the  use  of  depots,  hospitals,  &c.  J  did  not 
know  but  you  might  wish  to  give  me  Kentucky,  but  see  you  have  a 
better  man. 

Very  truly  and  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSEORANS, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  U.  S.  Army. 


Headquabtees  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Medical  Dieectoe's  Office, 

November  20,  1861. 
General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  co  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your 
instructions  of  November  12, 1  directed  Surg.  0.  C.  Keeney  to  repair  to 

42  B  B — ^VOL  Y 
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the  headquarters  of  Ms\jor-Geiieral  Banks,  and  in  concert  with  Snrg. 
W.  S.  King,  U.  S.  Army,  to  examine  into  and  report  upon  the  sanitary 
characteristics  of  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  troops  and  the  posi- 
tions suggested  by  General  Banks  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bockville 
and  in  Frederick  County.  Surgeon  Keeney  has  performed  this  duty, 
aud  his  report  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  i^reseut  position  of  the  troops  under  General  Banks  is  decidedly 
objectionable,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  report.  Moreover,  any 
severe  rains  would  render  the  camps  almost  inapproachable  as  well  as 
uninhabitable.  I  cannot  therefore  too  strongly  recommend  their  imme- 
diate removal. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  this  division  is  now  excellent  |  and  to  pro- 
serve  it  in  this  condition  a  location  with  better  drainage  will  be  indis- 
pensable. 

The  choice  seems  to  be  between  Bockville  and  Frederick.  The  hy- 
gienic reasons,  in  my  opinion,  are  in  favor  of  Frederick.  I  know  this 
position  to  be  eligible  from  personal  observation.  I  had  once  before 
selected  it  for  the  general  hospital  of  Oeneral  Banks'  division,  and  I 
consider  the  country  about  it  as  offering  superior  advantages  for  the 
location  of  camps  and  for  the  comfort  of  the  troops.  Bockville,  from 
the  nature  of  the  soil,  being  less  easily  drained,  and  from  being  leas 
protected  against  the  prevailing  winds  in  winter,  will  be  likely  to  fur- 
nish a  greater  number  of  typhoid-fever  cases  and  of  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  organs.  Frederick  promises  greater  immunity  from  tliese. 
Whether  strategic  reasons  in  favor  of  Bockville  may  decide  that  some 
greater  risk  of  health  should  be  incurred  I  am  unable  to  say ;  if  they 
do  not,  I  would  advise  the  removal  of  the  division  to  Frederick^  but 
either  location  will  be  far  preferable  to  the  present 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  TBIPLBB, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director ^  Army  of  Potomac 

[iDoIocoreJ 

Ablington,  Va.,  November  18,  1861. 
Surgeon  Tuipleb,  Medical  Director ^  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  to  proceed  to  the  headquarters 
of  Major-General  Banks,  and  in  concert  with  Surgeon  King,  medical 
director,  to' examine  into  the  medical  topography  of  the  camps  of  that 
division,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  we  have  made  the  examinations 
of  those  grounds  as  well  as  others,  and  submit  to  you  tiie  following 
observations : 

The  face  of  the  country  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bockville  is  rolling, 
and  sparsely  covered  with  timber. 

The  soil  is  of  clay,  is  moist  and  cold.  The  grounds  are  ample  for  a 
camp  of  15,000  or  20,000  men,  but  would  be  cold  and  bleak  from  the 
Borthwesterly  winds. 

In  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  these  grounds  offer  but  few  objections 
as  regards  fevers  and  other  ailments  arising  from  local  causes. 

The  town  of  Bockville  is  distant  15  miles  from  Georgetown.  The 
houses  are  few  and  of  poor  quality,  affording  limited  accommodations 
for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  this  division. 

After  the  examination  of  these  grounds  I  proceeded  to  the  headquar- 
ters of  General  Banks,  and  in  company  with  Surgeon  King  went  over 
the  camping  grounds  of  the  division. 

We  found  most  of  the  regiments  encaxai>ed  on  Muddy  Branch,  a  small 
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tribatary  of  the  Potomac    The  country  in  this  Tidnity  is  exceedingly 
abrapty  and  its  small  ravines  are  filled  with  marshes  and  stagnant  pools. 

The  soil  consists  of  a  tenacious  clay^  is  cold,  and.  in  consequence  of 
retaining  moisture  a  long  time,  the  camps  are  most  always  in  an  impass- 
able condition,  on  account  of  tne  teuacious  mud  produced  by  the  sUght- 
est  agitation  of  the  soil.  Anywhere  on  these  camping  grounds  a  tent 
pin  when  driven  in  the  ground  brings  water.  In  a  sanitary  point  of 
view  we  cannot  but  rega^  these  camping  grounds  as  exceedingly  un- 
healthy, owing,  no  doubt,  to  their  close  proximity  to  the  river,  to  the 
low  marshy  grounds  around  about  the  camps,  and  to  the  pecaliar  nature 
of  the  soil. 

The  division  has  occupied  these  grounds  bht  ten  or  fifteen  days,  not 
long  enough  to  ^ect  the  health  of  the  command  as  yet  materially ;  but 
it  is  oar  opinion  that  if  the  command  occupies  these  grounds  for  any 
length  of  time  the  sick  report  will  be  increased  twofold  from  local 
causes  alone. 

There  is  another  very  serious  objection  to  occupying  these  grounds; 
as  there  are  approaching  indicatious  of  increasing  sickness  in  the  divis- 
ion, there  will  be  no  hospital  accommodations  for  the  sick  short  of 
Washington,  and  as  the  roads  are  now  nearly  impiissable  from  the  deep 
mud,  it  will  be  impracticable  to  transport  the  sick  either  to  Frederick 
or  to  Washington  without  much  suffering. 

At  present  the  health  of  the  division  is  remarkably  good,  and  the 
immunity  from  disease  which  the  whole  division  has  enjoyed  for  the 
last  two  months  is  without  parallel  in  our  armies.  During  the  month 
of  September  the  mean  strength  of  the  division  was  little  less  than 
16,000,  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  disease  alone  was  16.  As  far  as 
the  regimental  sick  reports  for  the  month  of  October  have  been  received, 
they  go  to  show  that  the  command  was  equally  as  healthy. 

The  prevalent  diseases  now  in  camp  are  measles  (a  few  cases),  mild 
forms  of  iiftermittoat  and  other  fevers,  and  catarrhal  affections.  But 
typhoid  pneumonia  may  be  expected  to  prevail  to  a  great  extent  soon, 
if  the  troops  occupy  these  same  camping  grounds  much  longer. 

We  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  medical  topography  of  the  country 
in  Frederick  County,  in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick.  Ou  the  eastern  slope 
of  the  Blue  Bidge,  some  4  miles  northwest  of  the  town  of  Frederick,  we 
found  the  face  of  the  country  presenting  a  more  favorable  aspect  for  a 
large  encampment.  For  several  miles  along  the  base  of  the  Blue  Bidge 
the  country  is  gently  undulating,  affording  beautiful  slopes  for  camps, 
and  being  well  pmtccted  from  the  prevalent  cold  northwesterly  winds 
by  the  Blue  Bidge  range.  These  grounds  are  well  timbered,  with  oak 
openings,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  numerous  streams  of  good  water. 

The  soil  of  tiiese  grounds  differs  materially  from  that  of  Bockville  or 
the  grounds  occupied  by  General  Banks'  division.  It  is  comx)osed  of 
sand  and  clay  (argillo-arenaceous)  and  is  covered  with  flint,  indicating 
the  soil  to  be  hard,  dry,  and  \«irm. 

The  prevailing  winds,  as  above  stated,  are  from  the  northwest,  but 
being  so  well  sheltered  by  the  high  ridge  in  the  rear  and  receiving  the 
luoniing  sun,  these  grounds  cannot  but  be  well  iulapted  to  the  health  of 
troops. 

The  town  of  Frederick  contains  between  7,000  and  8,000  inhabitants. 
There  are  in  the  city  many  fine  buildings  suiUible  for  hospital  purposes, 
and  if  occupied  for^ these  puiposes  would  obviate  the  ne<teesity  of  send- 
ing the  sick  and  wounded  to  Baltimore  and  Wasuhington,  although  if 
necessary  they  could  easily  be  conveyed  to  the  above  cities  in  a  few 
hoars  by  railway. 
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As  above  seen,  these  gronnds  present  superior  advanta^s  over  all 
others.  First,  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  their  locality  would  present 
a  smaller  sick  report  ]  would  add  more  to  the  comforts  of  the  sick,  as  all 
bad  cases  could  be  treated  in  the  city  of  Frederick,  and,  if  need  be, 
could  easily  be  conveyed  to  Baltimore  or  Washington  by  railway,  and 
all  supplies  can  be  easily,  quickly,  and  at  all  times  procured  from  the 
cities  of  Baltimore  and  Washington. 

CHAS.  C.  KEENEY, 

Stirgeany  U.  8.  Army, 


Headquabtebs, 
Baltimore^  Md.^  November  20, 1861. 

Hon.  S.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

SiK :  The  people  of  Accomac  County  have  submitted  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States.  The  people  of  Northampton  will,  I  am  confident, 
follow  the  good  example  of  their  neighbors,  and  I  hope  to  see  a  loyal 
member  of  Congress  from  this  part  of  Wise's  district  in  his  seat  next 
winteri  Our  troops  have  been  thus  far  well  received.  In  Northampton 
there  may  be  a  rally  on  the  part  of  the  Confederates,  but  I  think  not. 
I  look  for  a  peaceable  submission. 

Will  you  give  orders  to  the  Light- House  Board  to  reestablish  the 
light  on  Cape  Charles  f  Our  troops  will  be  there  this  week.  There  are 
two  other  lights  which  have  been  extiuguished.  Your  immediate  atten- 
tion to  this  matter  is  earnestly  requested,  as  I  am  anxious  to  see  the 
old  order  of  things  restored  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General. 


Heabquartebs, 
Baltimorej  November  20, 1861. 

Hon.  M.  Blaib,  Postmaster-Q enteral : 

Sir  :  The  people  of  Accomac  County  have  submitted  to  the  authority 
of  the  United  States.  I  have  no  doubt  the  i)eoi)le  of  Northampton 
County  will  do  likewise.  Can  you  not  authorize  the  mail  to  be  carried 
from  Snow  Hill  to  Eastvillet  Our  troops  are  in  all  probability  in  the 
latter  ])lace  tx)-day.  I  am  anxious  that  the  old  order  of  things  should 
be  promptly  re-established,  and  that  a  loyal  member  of  Congress  from 
this  part  of  Wise's  district  should  be  returned  in  December.  The  post- 
masters of  Salisbury  and  Snow  Hill  can  easily  arrange  the  matter  of  the 
mail  if  authorized  by  j'ou. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe<Sent  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- General, 


Seneca  Creek,  Md.,  November  21, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  VsuASiKyis^^  Arviy  of  the  Potomac : 

Sir  :  In  communicating  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Command- 
ing General,  Colonel  Leonard's  rejwrt  of  the  rebel  forces  in  Northern 
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Virginia,  near  Winchester,  I  remarked  tbat  I  had  sent  Mr.  Strother,  in 
the  employ  of  the  Topographical  Department,  to  make  farther  inquiries. 
His  report  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose.  It  gives  a  correct  view  of  affairs 
there  I  think,  and  nothing  would  delight  this  division  more  than  to 
make  the  expedition  to  Winchester  which  is  suggested  by  him  and 
which  1  believe  to  be  entirely  feasible. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding  Division. 

[Inolomire.] 

Hancock,  Md.,  November  18, 1861. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks  : 

Sib  :  I  have  received  the  following  intelligence  from  Virginia,  which  I 
believe  to  be  entirely  reliable.  It  is  the  statement  of  an  intelligent  and 
loyal  gentleman  who  has  returned  from  Bichmond  through  Winchester, 
where  he  was  in  pursuance  of  some  private  business. 

Wben  Romney  was  taken  tbe  citizens  of  Winchester,  apprehendine  the  occupation 
of  their  town,  sent  to  General  Johnston  for  a  force  to  protect  them.  He  positively  de- 
clined sending  any.  Influential  citizens  of  Winchester  then  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  at  Richmond,  who  granted  their  request  to  the  extent  of  ordering  Jackson 
with  his  brigade  to  their  assistance. 

My  informant  said  the  brigade  near  Winchester  numbered,  accord- 
ing to  his  estimate,  4.000  men.  This  is  the  highest  estimate  that  I  have 
heard  of  this  force,  and  it  is  probably  overstated. 

On  arriving  at  Winchester,  General  Jackson  immediately  called  out 
the  militia  en  masse;  all  were  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty. 
This  call  has  been  very  feebly  respondexi  to,  and  the  force  thus  collected 
is  thought  to  be  utterly  worthless  except  for  show.  In  face  of  an  enemy 
it  would  be  rather  a  disadvantage  than  an  assistance.  With  this  force 
Jackson  is  making  a  demonstration  in  the  direction  of  Bomney,  prob- 
ably as  far  as  Hanging  Rock,  on  the  Cacapon  River. 

General  Jackson  is  reported  to  have  said  that  the  militia  of  the  dis- 
trict ought  to  be  able  to  defend  it.  This  with  Johnston's  refusal  to  send 
the  regular  troops  from  Manassas  seems  to  indicate  that  there  would  be 
no  effort  to  hold,  much  less  to  retake,  Winchester  if  assailed  or  occu- 
pied by  any  considerable  force  of  United  States  troops. 

My  father  is  confident  that  the  advance  of  5,000  men,  with  cavalry 
and  artillery,  from  Harper's  Ferry  would  sweep  the  valley,  occupy  Win- 
chester, and,  if  made  with  secrecy  and  celerity,  might  cut  oif  Jackson's 
whole  force.  o 

My  informant  also  says  the  Union  sentiment,  hitherto  suppressed  in 
and  about  Winchester,  is  again  becoming  clamorous  and  restive. 

The  officer  in  command  here  tells  me  that  he  has  had  a  letter  from 
General  Kelley,  at  Romney,  stating  his  force  at  11,000  men. 

The  conduct  of  the  militia  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  at  Romney  justify  fully 
the  opinion  above  expressed  of  their  unreliable  character.  At  Romney, 
I  am  credibly  informed  that  a  force  of  1,500  or  2,000  fled  before  Kelley's 
advance  of  130  cavalry,  firing  only  a  few  scattering  shots  and  making 
no  serious  resistance,  leaving  everything — arms,  baggage,  and  artillery — 
in  the  hands  of  the  Union  troops. 

It  is  supposed  hero  that  Kelley  will  take  Winchester  within  ten  days. 
This  of  course  is  mere  supposition.  He  is  advancing  his  outposts  15  or 
20  miles  on  the  line  of  the  river  and  railroad,  repairing  the  railway  as 
he  advances.  He  has  also,  according  to  reports,  advanced  on  the  Win- 
chester road  the  same  distance. 
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I  have  heard  nothing  farther  of  the  force  reported  to  have  moved 
from  Leesburg  toward  Winchester,  bat  sappose  it  may  occapy  some 
strategic  point,  ready  to  act  on  either  point  ^Leesbarg  or  Winchester) 
that  circamstances  might  indicate — Snickersville,  i)086ibly. 

I  have  no  doabt  myself  that  if  a  strong  demonstration  was  made  on 
Winchester  Jackson  woald  either  retire  or  be  taken,  and  the  position 
remain  in  our  hands  withoat  farther  dispute. 

This  intelligence  of  the  Confederate  forces  in  the  valley  is  the  most 
recent,  and  I  have  fall  reliance  on  its  general  accuracy. 
I  submit  the  above  with  respect. 
Years,  &c., 

DAVID  H.  STROTHER. 
AsHttant  Topographical  Engineer^  U.  8.  Army. 


Headquabtebs, 
Baltimore^  November  21, 1861. 

Hon.  8.  P.  Chase,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Sm :  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
light  on  Gape  Charles.  I  write  now  to  ask  whether  vessels  may  not  go 
from  this  city  under  the  usual  custom-house  restrictions  to  Accomac 
County  and  to  Northampton  as  soon  as  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  re-established  there.  The  inhabitants  are  in  want  of  many  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  and  by  bringing  about  open  intercourse  with 
Maryland  and  other  loyal  States  the  object  we  have  in  view  will  be 
promoted. 

Asking  an  early  reply,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- GenerdL 


Cahp  Gauley  Mountain,  Va., 

November  21, 1861. 

Mi^or-Gteneral  MoClbllan  : 

Since  No.  14  Captain  Raynolds  in  with  flag  of  trace.  Found  rebels 
on  Piney,  5  miles  south  of  Raleigh.  Union  man  from  Richmond  by 
Meadow  6luff  reports  only  600  effective  there.  Defenses  4  miles  nearer 
Lewisburg.  Greatest  defense  impassable  roads.  The  pack-mule  train 
would  be  extremely  serviceable  for  enterprise.  I  could  put  some  afoot 
very  soon.  The  two  wants  for  this  region  are  the  shelter-knapsacks 
and  pack-mule  train.    If  nothing  prevents  will  have  them. 

W.  8.  R0SECRAN8, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Novembeb  22;  1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  Euttonsville^  W.  Va. : 

The  order  you  received  from  General  Thomas  has  been  superseded  by 
an  apology  and  an  order  directing  six  Ohio  and  two  Indiana  regiments 
to  be  taJLcn  from  this  department,  effective,  at  my  discretion.  Desig- 
nate the  two  Indiana  and  one  Ohio  you  would  recommend  being  sent 
from  your  command,  and  say  how  soon  you  can  conveniently  spare 
them.  I  learn  you  stampeded  the  rebels  at  the  Greenbrier  Bridge  last 
week.    We  have  chased  Floyd,  and  with  good  conduct  on  the  part  of 


CHAT,  zrr.]  C0BBE8P0NDENCE,   ETC. — ^UNION.  663 

BeDbam  might  have  caagbt  him.  He  is  probably  at  Newbem,  on  the 
Soatbwestem  Virginia  ]^boad.  Let  as  keep  ready  to  harass.  Have 
your  troops  the  shelter-tents  or  iDdia^mbber  blankets  f 

W.  S.  EOSECEANS. 


Heabquabtebs  Hooeeb's  Division^ 
Camp  Bakery  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  November  22, 1801. 

Brig.  Qeji.  8.  Wiluams, 

Asiietant  Adjutant- General j  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal:  An  animated  fire  was  kept  up  from  the  rebel  batteries 
on  two  or  three  schooners  descending  the  river  this  afternoon  with  no 
better  saccess  than  heretofore.  The  rebels  will  certainly  abandon  their 
purpose  of  claiming  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  by  means  of  the 
batteries  now  in  position  ere  long.  They  most  see  that  it  is  labor  in 
vain.  Of  late  a  large  namber  of  vessels  have  passed  and  repassed  at 
nighty  and  no  effort  has  been  made  to  checkjtheoL  Thos  tea  their  labor 
has  been  equally  fruitless  during  the  day. 

Professor  Lowe  has  not  returned  from  his  mission  to  Washington.  I 
see  no  effort  making  to  inflate  the  balloon  on  shore,  as  was  intended  by 
him  at  the  time  of  leaving. 

The  two  companies  of  cavalry  dispatched  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
Peninsula  have  not  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOEEE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divieian. 


I^OVEMBEB  23, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  J.  J.  Eeynolds,  Huttonsville^  W.  Va. : 

The  commanding  general  [Eosecrans]  directs  that  you  send  to  Cov- 
ington, Ey.,  in  acconiance  with  the  orders  of  Brig.  Oen.  L.  Thomas, 
Adjutant-General,  the  following  regiments:  Third,  Sixth,  and  Twenty- 
foiurth  Ohio,  and  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth  Indiana  Eegiments. 

[No  signature.] 


NOVEHBEB  24, 1861. 
Gol.  W.  B.  Hazen,  OalUpoliSj  Ohio : 

Zeigler's  detached  companies  return  to  Ceredo;  the  Thirty-fourth 
Ohio  occupies  fiarboursviUe.  Either  of  them  can  strike  Front  Hill  and 
catch  that  cavalry.  The  only  road  known  of  here  from  Oeredo  to  Logan 
Gourt-House  is  by  Louisa  and  Sandy.  It  is  not  less  than  60  miles  from 
Front  Hill  to  Logan,  through  a  mountainous  country,  traversed  by 
streams,  now  swollen,  and  over  roads  that  cannot  be  good.  The  expe- 
dition you  propose  with  a  regiment,  in  such  weather  and  by  such  a 
route,  seems  to  be  likely  to  break  down  your  troops  and  be  unsuccessful. 
Ton  will  observe  the  distance  from  Front  Hill  is  such  that  it  woald  take 
you  nearly  three  days,  as  the  roads  are,  to  Logan.  You  speak  of  re- 
turning by  Barboursville.  The  Commanding  General  has  ridden  that 
road  on  horseback  about  this  season  of  the  year,  and  it  took  two  full 
days  to  ride  it.  The  road  is  utterly  impassable  ror  wheels,  and  nearly 
so  for  horses,  the  nearest  mountain  paths  in  many  places  twice  or  thrice 
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fordiug  the  Gnyandotte  belly-deep  to  a  horse,  besides  crossing  several 
of  its  tributaries  that  have  no  bridges.  As  for  sustenance  along  that 
route,  he  found  it  difficult  to  get  fe^  for  self  and  horse.  Tou  can  now 
judge  from  this  of  the  practicability  of  the  march,  and  then  all  the  cav- 
alry have  to  do  to  escape  is  to  get  on  their  horses  and  ride  back  to 
Baleigh. 

W.  S.  EOSECRANS. 


Headquartees  Army  op  the  Potomac, 

Oppice  Medical  Director, 
Wctshingtony  November  25, 186L 
Oeneral  R.  B.  Marct,  U.  S.  A., 

Chief  of  Staff  Anny  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  The  necessity  for  a  better  protection  for  the  men  than  the 
common  tent  affords,  without  going  into  the  construction  of  extensive 
huts,  which  would  give  the  appearance  of  going  into  permanent  winter 
quarters^  has  been  for  some  time  engaging  my  attention.  The  severity 
of  the  winters  in  this  climate  renders  some  protection  absolutely  neces- 
sary, or  we  must  expect  a  vast  increase  of  disease  of  the  respiratory 
organs,  and  unless  by  our  system  we  can  secure  a  tolerable  ventilation, 
as  well  as  protection  agai  jst  the  rains,  snow,  and  cold,  we  have  reason 
to  fear  a  prevalence  of  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers  among  the  troops. 

To  p^ard  against  these,  so  far  as  practicable,  I  have  the  honor  tx>  sug- 
gest that  in  the  first  place,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  trench  about  the 
tents,  the  tracS  of  every  regimental  camp  shall  be  provided  with  a 
ditch  not  less  than  12  inches  wide  and  deep,  to  secure  a  more  perfect 
drainage. 

Secondly.  That  an  inclosure  equal  to  the  base  of  each  tent  shall  be 
constructed  of  small  logs  or  poles  about  3  feet  in  height,  over  the  top  of 
which  the  tent  shall  be  secured  to  serve  as  a  roof.  Such  constructions 
have  alre.idy  been  made  in  some  of  the  camps;  they  can  readily  be  put 
up  by  the  men  themselves. 

Upon  some  of  the  camp  grounds  the  timber  that  has  been  felled  will 
furnish  the  poles  or  logs.  Where  these  are  not  to  be  had,  clapboards 
or  any  cheaj)  material  will  answer  the  puriK)se. 

For  warming  the  tents  and  drying  the  ground  a  modification  of  the 
Crimean  oven,  which  has  been  devised  and  put  in  operation  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Ruer,  the  surgeon  of  General  Sedgwick's  brigade,  appears  to  mo  to  be 
the  cheapest  and  most  effective.  Dr.  McRuer  has  submitted  to  me  a 
report  on  this  subject.  General  Heiutzelman,  who  has  inspected  his 
arrangement,  informs  me  that  it  appears  to  be  perfect  in  all  its  details; 
that  it  is  at  the  same  time  efficient  and  economical.  Dr.  McRuer  thus 
describes  his  plan : 

a  trench  1  foot  wide  and  20  incbefl  deep  to  be  dug  through  the  center  and  length  of 
eacli  tent,  to  bo  continued  for  3  or  4  feet  farther,  terminating  at  one  cud  in  a  covered 
oven  Are-place  and  at  the  oiber  in  a  chimney.  By  this  arrangement  the  fire-place 
and  chimney  arc  both  on  the  outside  of  the  tent;  the  fire-place  is  made  about  2  feet 
wide  and  arcliin^ ;  its  area  gradually  lessening  until  it  terminates  in  a  throat  at  the 
coramencfmcnt  ot*  the  straight  trench.  This  part  is  covered  with  brick  or  stone,  laid 
in  moi  tar  or  cement :  the  long  trench  to  be  covered  with  sheet-iron  in  the  same  manner. 
The  oppi'site  cud  to  the  iire-placo  terminates  in  a  chimney^  or  8  feet  high;  the  front 
of  the  l:r..'-place  to  bo  fitt^id  with  a  tight  movable  sheet-iron  cover,  in  which  an  open- 
ing is  to  hi",  made,  with  a  sliding  cover  to  act  as  a  blower.  By  this  contrivance  a  per^ 
feet  dran«:ht  may  bo  obtained,  and  no  more  cold  air  admitted  within  the  fnniace  than 
just  sniticieut  to  consume  the  wood  and  generate  the  amount  of  beat  required,  which 
not  only  radiates  from  the  exposetl  surface  of  the  iron  plates,  but  is  conducted  through- 
out the  ground  floor  of  the  tent  so  as  to  keep  it  both  warm  and  dry^  making  a  board 
floor  entirely  unaecessary,  thereby  avoiding  the  dampness  and  filth,  which  unavoid- 
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ably  accnmnlates  in  each  places.  All  noiscf  Bmoke,  and  dnat,  attendant  upon  build- 
ing the  fires  witbia  tbo  tcut  are  avoided;  tberQ  are  uo  currents  of  cold  air,  and  the 
Beat  is  so  enually  dilFuscd,  that  no  difference  can  be  perceived  between  the  temperature 
of  each  end  or  side  of  tho  tent.  Indeed,  the  advantages  of  this  mode  of  warming  the 
hospital  tents  are  so  obvious,  that  it  needs  only  to  be  set  n  in  operation  to  convince  any 
observer  that  it  fulfills  cvcr>'thing  required  as  regards  tho  warming  of  hospital  tent-s, 
and  I  respectfully  ask  yuu  to  appoint  a  commissioner  to  examiap  tuo  hospital  tents  of 
the  Eighth  Brigade,  and  ascertain  by  observation  the  justness  of  this  report. 

The  whole  cost  to  tho  Government  of  constructing  the  above  apparatus  for  the  four 
hospitals  of  the  Eighth  Brigade  is  the  cost  of  112  £et,  1  foot  wiuo,  of  sheet-iron,  one 
barrel  of  lime,  and  fonr  sheet-iron  doors,  the  stone  and  brick  wei*o  picked  up  by  the 
men,  who  likewise  did  all  tho  labor. 

By  this  plan  floors  to  the  tent  are  rendered  nnnecesaar)^;  the  ground 
within  tho  tent  is  kept  perfectly  dry,  and  the  temperature  can  be  regu- 
lated by  increasing  or  diminishing  tlie  fires ;  all  smoke,  dust,  and  noise 
within  the  tent  are  obviated;  the  Hues  may  be  carried  through  a  range 
of  five  or  six  tents,  making  one  fire  all  that  is  necessary  for  each  set.  If 
the  description  of  this  furnace  cannot  be  understood,  and  it  is  deemed 
expedient  to  put  them  in  general  operation,  Dr.  McBuer  might  be  tem- 
porarily detached  from  his  brigade  to  construct  a  model  in  each  division 
in  the  Army. 

I  have  further  to  recommend  that  the  men  should  be  required  to  make 
daily  nse  of  desiccated  vegetables  in  their  soups.  Where  fresh  vegeta- 
bles are  to  be  had,  this  is  not  necessary,  but  in  the  winter  season  a  suffi- 
cient supply  of  fi'esh  vegetables  cannot  be  depended  upon.  Soup  should 
form  a  daily  part  of  a  soldier's  dinner,  and  a  liberal  portion  of  desiccated 
vegetables  should  enter  into  its  composition.  Soup  requires  three  and 
one-half  hours  for  its  proper  preparation:  volunteers  will  not  take  so 
much  trouble  unless  it  is  enjoined  upon  them  by  a  positive  order,  and 
also  made  the  duty  of  the  company  officers  to  see  that  it  is  done.  Cold 
weather  and  the  want  of  vegetable  food  are  almost  sure  to  engender 
scui-vy.  If  it  is  possible  to  supply  an  additional  allowance  of  blankets, 
it  would  conti'ibute  essentially  to  the  x)reservation  of  the  health  of  the 
men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  S.  TRIPLER, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 


Headquarters  Division, 
Baltimore^  Md.,  Nooember  28, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  H.  Lockwood,  Commanding  Eastern  Shore : 

General  :  Your  dispatches  of  the  26th  instant,*  by  Captain  Knight, 
are  received.  It  is  natural  that  our  Union  friends  in  Accomac  County 
should  feel  nervous  and  desire  to  get  rid  of  their  late  oppressors. 
While  we  look  calmly  and  dispassionately  to  important  and  more 
remote  results,  we  must  do  all  we  can,  consistently  with  our  public 
pledges  to  tho  people  of  Accomac  and  Northampton,  to  give  courage 
to  those  who  desire  to  place  the  affairs  of  the  counties  on  their  former 
footing.  In  the  language  of  the  proclamation,  the  Government  asks 
that  its  autliority  may  be  recognized.  In  pursuance  of  this  purpose  we 
have  a  right  to  require,  as  you  have  done,  that  those  who  are  in  the 
execution  of  ])ublic  trusts  should  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.  If  they 
refuse,  they  decline  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
can  claim  none  of  the  benefits  or  immunities  promised  by  the  procla- 
mation.    On  the  contrary,  by  seeking  to  defeat  the  very  object  for 

^Not  found. 
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which  the  expedition  was  sent  into  these  ooanties,  they  airay  them- 
selves against  the  Governmentf  and  cannot  expect  to  be  treated  as 
fHends.  If  the  connty  clerk,  as  is  alleged,  has  openly  exerted  his 
inflaence  to  dissoade  the  magistrates  firom  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
he  shonld  be  arrested  for  an  overt  act  of  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  mles  by  which  yon  shonld  be  governed  may  be  stated  briefly 
as  follows : 

1.  No  arrests  shonld  be  made  for  acts  done  before  the  proclamation 
was  pnblished. 

2.  No  man  shonld  be  disturbed  who  acquiesces  in  the  authority  of 
the  Government,  no  matter  how  cold,  or  lelnctant,  or  sullen  his  sub- 
mission. 

3.  Any  person  who  exerts  his  inflnence  to  dissnade  individuals  fh>m 
attending  the  meetings  of  the  people  called  to  declare  their  allegianee 
to  the  United  States  cannot  for  the  reasons  assigned  be  consid^Bd  as 
entitled  to  the  benefits  and  immunities  promised  by  the  proclamation* 
On  the  contrary,  he  is  to  be  regarded  as  an  enemy,  to  be  dealt  with  at 
your  discretion. 

4.  Any  person  who  at  any  such  meeting  resists  a  proposition  to  de- 
clare the  allegiance  of  the  two  counties  to  the  United  States  can  only 
be  regarded  as  an  adherent  of  the  rebel  Government  and  coming  within 
the  category  of  No.  3. 

5.  The  twenty  persons  who  have  been  named  to  you  as  deserving 
arrest  shonld  be  watched,  and  at  the  very  first  indication  of  hostility 
to  the  Government  they  should  be  taken  into  custody.  But  if  they 
have  submitted  in  good  faith,  they  are  entitled  to  the  protection  pledged 
by  the  proclamation.  It  must,  however,  be  a  real  and  not  a  pretended 
submission.  It  must  be  exemplified  by  an  abstinence  in  i^t  from  all 
attempts  to  dissnade  others  from  an  open  and  public  declaration  of  their 
allegiance  to  the  United  States.  And  if  yon  have  good  reasons  to 
believe  that  any  one  of  them  is  exerting  a  secret  influence  against  the 
Govemment<,  yon  may  with  perfect  propriety  send  for  him,  and  require 
him  to  take  the  oath. 

NoT7,  let  me  say  one  word  to  our  Union  fHends.  I  understand  their 
feelings  perfectly.  I  have  gone  through  the  same  process  here  which 
you  are  passing  through  in  Accomac  Connty.  I  have  snccoeded  with 
the  aid  of  a  very  judicious  police  in  re-establishing  order  and  bringing 
back  the  State  to  its  true  allegiance ;  but  I  have  been  constrained  to 
differ  frequently  from  our  Union  friends.  They  ask  too  much.  They 
looked  more  to  forcible  measures  thim  to  a  quiet,  firm,  and  steady 
adherence  to  fixed  principles.  Our  Union  friends  in  Accomac  must 
not  be  unreasonable.  They  must  act  boldly  and  decisively,  and  they 
will  beat  their  adversaries  without  difficulty.  With  all  we  nave  done 
and  are  doing  to  support  them ;  with  the  certainly  that  they  will  be 
sustained  under  all  circumstances,  they  will  have  no  excuse  if  they  do 
not  come  out  fearlessly,  no  matter  what  the  course  of  secret  traitors 
may  be.  As  men  of  sense  they  cannot  tkil  to  see  that  treachery  cannot 
long  be  kept  secret,  and  that  their  game  is  a  sure  one.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, they  will  come  out  promptly  and  strongly,  and  set  the  authors  of 
the  past  mischief  at  defiance.  If  these  mischief-makers  continue  their 
operations,  yon  will  soon  detect  and  bring  them  to  punishment. 

I  send  92,000  in  specie  per  Captain  Tyler.    The  Kent  will  wait  till  Mon- 
day, if  necessary,  for  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your.obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqjar-OeneroL 
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[Beceived  Headquarters  Army  of  Potomac,  November  28, 1861.] 

Memorandum  concerning  transportation  by  water. 

General  Bomside  reports  vessels  belonging  to  his  command  of  capac- 
ities as  follows: 

One  side-wheel  steamer  (900  bnDks),  will  carry  for  short  distance 1»  300 

One  stem- wheel,  18  draught  (bank»),  will  carry  for  short  distance 500 

Five  propellers  (bunks,  5%  each),  will  carry  for  short  distance  700  each 3, 500 

Four  propcllors  (bunks),  will  carry  for  short  distance  600  each »..  2, 400 

Seven  sai ling- vcesels  (700  each) 4,900 

Five  floating  batteries  (t. «.,  canal-boats),  fitted  up  with  shot-proof  bulwarks, 

(280each) 1,400 

Twenty-five  surf-boats  (40  each) 1,000 

Six  launches  (75  each) 450 

15,350 
The  above  vessels  will  tow — 


Two  vessels,  carrying  500  each • 1,000 

Eleven  vessels,  caii^^g •••  ..•.•• .  •• 5,500 

6,600 

21,^0 

N.  B. — ^The  eleven  vessels  to  be  towed  would  have  to  be  famished. 
This  could  be  done  in  the  river  here,  from  canal-boats  or  schooners. 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  if  Bamsiile's  fleet  is  to  be  counted  on, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  add  to  it  a  dozen  or  so  canal-boats  or  schooners, 
to  be  found  readily  at  any  time,  to  have  transportation  for  1,000  men. 

MEANS  OF  TBANSPOBTATION  TO  BE  DERIVED  FBOM  THE  NAVY-TABD 

AND  POTOMAC  FLOTILLA. 

The  Navy  has  four  side- wheel  passenger  boats,  two  of  which  are, 
however,  now  at  Hampton  Eoads,  which  will  carry  each,  say,  500  men; 
in  all,  2,000.  Also  the  ferry-boat  Stepping  Stones,  which  will  carry 
1,500.  Also  about  eight  gunboats,  belonging  to  flotilla,  and  tugs,  which 
would  tow  barges  enough  to  carry  20,000  men. 

It  would  only  be  necessary,  therefore,  with  the  means  the  Navy 
Department  could  furnish,  to  provide  barges  to  be  towed. 

quabtebmastbb's  dbpabtment. 

The  quartermaster  has  now  in  his  service  the  following  vessels: 

One  steamboat,  which  will  cany 1,000 

One  steamboat,  which  will  carry «• 800 


Three  steamboats,  which  will  carry  500  each 1,600 

hpolis,  which  will  < 
Besides  which  he  nas  nsoally  four  or  five  SchayliciU  barges  employed,  which 


Two  now  at  Annapolis,  which  will  carry  1,500  and  800 2,300 

esides  which  he  nas  nsoally  four  or  five  SchnyliciU  barges  employed,  which 

wiU  carry,  say,  400  each 2,000 

7,000 

Colonel  Bncker  gives  me  the  following  names  of  steamers  in  his 
employment: 

City  of  Bichmond,  large  sea-going  vesseL 
Columbia,  large  sea-going  vessel. 
Philadelphia,  small  vessel,  propeller. 
Ann  Eliza,  small  vessel,  propeller. 
Sophia,  small  vessel,  propeller. 
Eimin,  small  vessel,  propeller. 
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SIEANS  OF   WATBB   TBANSPOBTATION   OBSEBVED    AT  THE  WHABYBS, 

IN  THE  CANAL,  ETC. 

An  aj^ent  employed  bj^  me  reports  nine  steamers,  four  of  which,  how- 
ever, are  identical  with  the  hist  four  just  named,  which  are  generally 
small  profiellers  or  tngs,  but  which  he  thinks  would  tow  barges  enough 
to  carry  15,000  men.  He  finds  nine  Schuylkill  barges,  each  of  which 
will  caiTy  400  or  500  men,  and  eighteen  coal  boats,  capable  of  carrying 
200  men  each.  He  thinks  that  in  a  week  ho  could  collect,  not  counting 
the  Navy  Department  vessels,  means  to  transport  down  the  Potouiac 
20JOOO  men. 

I'rom  the  foregoing  statements  it  will  be  seen: 

Ist.  That  if  Burnside's  fleet  is  counted  as  available  for  our  purposes, 
nothing  additional  is  requisite  except  ten  or  twelve  Schuylkill  barges, 
most  of  which  can  be  found  here  and  the  balance  made  up  from  coal 
and  wood  barges. 

2d.  That  by  use  of  what  the  Navy  and  quartermaster  could  furnish, 
and  by  collection  of  barges  and  schooners  usually  to  be  found,  trans- 
portation for  20,000  men  could  be  had  at  short  notice. 

It  would  seem  that  with  the  number  of  steamers  usually  available 
and  other  craft  to  be  found  there  was  no  actual  necessity  for  further 
collections.  With  a  \iew,  however,  to  being  independent  of  hasty  col- 
lections, and  having  on  hand  a  cheap  class  of  vessels,  admirably  calcu- 
lated either  for  carrying  men  or  freight,  and  which  will  make  existing 
steam  power  capable  of  doing  an  indefinite  amount  of  work,  it  would 
be  a  good  step  to  purchase  from  the  Pennsylvania  canals  twenty  of 
their  large  barges,  which  can  be  arranged,  on  a  draught  of  5  feet  water 
or  G  at  utmost,  to  carry  500  or  1,000  men ;  also  to  collect  50  landing 
boats,  capable  of  carrying  40  men  each. 

To  carry  out  these  views,  or  whatever  views  the  Commanding  Greneral 
may  adoi)t,  a  special  agent  should  be  appointed,  who  should  be  either 
a  memb<?r  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  or  a  Navy  officer.  Such 
an  officer  as  Lieutenant  Phelps,  U.  8.  Navy,  who  assisted  me  in  establish- 
ing ferries,  &c.,  would  be  admirably  calculated.  Lieutenant  Wyman, 
lately  of  the  Potomac  flotilla,  expressed  a  desire  to  serve  with  the  Anny. 

Mr.  Cathcart,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  is  a  nautical  man, 
full  of  expedieuts  and  resources,  and  very  familiar  with  the  Potomac 
Eiver  and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  he  would  be  a  very  proper 
man  for  this  service. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Chief  Enginetr^  Army  ofFotofnae. 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  161.  )  Washington^  November  28,  1861. 

•  •••••  • 

6.  Brig.  Gen.  P.  St  Geo.  Cooke,  U.  S.  Army,  having  reported  to  these 
headquarters,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  headquarters  of 
the  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  regular  cavalry  serving 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

16.  The  division  of  Major-General  Banks  will  take  up  a  position  at  or 
in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  City,  to  be  selected  by  the  division  com- 
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mander,  T^bo  is  also  assigned  to  the  command  of  tbe  Maryland  Home 
Guards  raised  in  that  quarter.  General  Banks  will  protect  tbe  portion 
of  tho  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  lying  between  Cumberland  and  the 
Monocac^'^  River. 

17.  The  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  will 
constitute  a  brigade,  to  be  commanded  for  the  present  by  the  senior 
colonel,  and  will  form  part  of  the  division  of  Brigadier-General  Hooker, 
which  they  will  join  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable.  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Casey  will  arrange  with  BrigadierGreneral  Van  Vliet,  chief  quarter- 
master, as  to  the  route  and  means  of  transportation. 

By  command  of  Major-General  McClellan : 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[November  29,  1861.J 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  P.  Stone,  Commanding  at  Poolesville : 

Please  inform  General  Hill  that  1  have  no  wish  to  protect  robbers, 
and  that  I  will  cordially  unite  in  any  proper  effort  to  repress  maraud- 
ing. If  he  will  turn  these  men  over  to  me,  with  the  evidence  necessary 
to  convict  them  before  a  commission,  they  shall  be  tried  and  punished 
in  good  faith.  Say  to  him  that  I  have  no  plea  to  interi)Ose  for  men  who 
have  disobeyed  my  orders  by  stealing,  except  to  recommend  the  utmost 
care  and  reflection  in  the  infliction  of  a  punishment  which,  although 
just,  may  lead  to  reprisals  beyond  my  power  to  control,  and  may  lend  to 
this  contest  a  degree  of  ferocity  which  I  desire  to  avoid. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Major- Oeneralj  Commanding  U.  8.  Army, 


Headquabtecs  Department  of  Western  Virginia, 

Camp  Oauley  Mountain^  Virginia^  November  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas,  Washington^  D.  C: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  say,  for  the  information  of  the  Commanding 
General,  that  I  am  so  far  convalescent  as  to  be  able  to  attend  to  business. 

On  the  26th  instant  I  found  it  necessary  to  arrest  Brig.  Gen.  H.  W. 
Benham  for  unofficer-like  neglect  of  duty.  He  applied  for  a  leave  of 
absence  on  a  medical  certificate,  with  permission  to  visit  a  city,  and  has 
gone  to  New  York. 

The  Tenth  and  Ninth  Ohio  are  probably  at  Covington,  or  farther,  on 
their  way  to  join  the  command  of  General  Buell.  The  Thirteenth,  de- 
tained by  the  state  of  the  roads,  will  probably  go  down  today  or  to- 
morrow. No  pen  can  describe  the  desperate  condition  of  the  roads ; 
they  are  next  to  impassable.  They  are  the  military  obstacle  of  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  season. 

Presuming  the  Commanding  General  has  no  special  directions  to  give 
about  matters  I  have  been  presenting  for  his  consideitttion  relative  to 
this  department  and  the  contiguous  part  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  I  have 
made  the  following  dispositions  of  the  forces  in  this  valley,  and  shall 
proceed  to  Wheeling  as  soon  as  practicable: 

First  At  Fayetteville^  Schenck's  bri^Bkde,  cantoned  in  secession  houses, 
deserted  by  their  inhabitants,  to  be  intrenched. 
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Second.  At  this  polut,  intrenched  post,  For^-seventh  Ohio,  under 
Poschner;  one  20-poander  Panott  and  two  howitzers. 

Third.  At  Gauley  Bridge,  Twenty-eighth  [Ohio],  Colonel  Moor,  in- 
trenched. 

Fourth.  At  Snmmersville  and  Cross-Lanes,  Thirty-sixth  [Ohio],  Colo- 
nel Crook. 

Fifth.  At  Canndton  and  west  side  of  Kanawha,  Thirty-seventh 
[Ohio],  Colonel  Sibcnr,  in  bams  and  houses,  made  in  cantonments;  super- 
vision of  country  from  Loop  to  Cabin  Creek. 

Sixth.  At  Camp  Piatt,  opposite  the  Boone  and  Kanawha  turnpike 
and  head  of  ordinary  steamboat  navigation.  Forty-fourth  [Ohio],  Colonel 
Gilbert. 

Seventh.  At  Charleston  and  Kanawha  Biver,  with  supervision  of  the 
defenses  of  the  valley,  to  Brigadier-Oenerai  Cox,  whose  brigade  will  be 
quartered  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston;  Eighth  Virginia  at  Buffalo. 

Eighth.  At  Point  Pleasant,  Fourth  Virginia^  Colonel  Lightbum. 

Ninth.  At  Barboursville  and  Mud  Elver,  Thirty-fourth  Ohio,  Colonel 
Piatt. 

Tenth.  At  Guyandotte,  Second  Virginia  Cavalry,  Colonel  BoUes. 

Eleventh.  At  Ceredo^  Fifth  Virginia  at  present. 
^  On  the  other  line,  Brigadier-Gteneral  Beynolds  at  Beverly,  one  regi- 
ment by  detail  and  in  turn  at  Cheat,  one  at  Elk  Water,  one  at  Huttons- 
ville,  two  at  Beverly,  and  one  at  Philippi.  At  Eomney,  Kelley  re-en- 
forced by  two  Indiana  regiments  and  a  battery.  The  points  for  enter- 
prises appear  to  be  Wytheville,  Logan  Court-House,  and  Kelley's  fW>nt. 

I  urgently  beg  for  a  few  regular  officers  to  form  an  examining  com- 
mission.   Mcy or  Slemmer  is  near  the  point  of  death  from  typhoid  fever. 
He  is  at  a  private  house,  5  miles  from  Beverly.    His  wife  is  with  him. 
If  he  recovers,  it  will  be  two  months  at  least  before  he  can  do  any  duty. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  8.  EOSECRANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  U.  8.  Army. 


Adjutant-General's  Offiqe, 

Washington^  1>.  C,  November  30, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Eosecbans, 

Commanding  DepH  W.  Fa.,  Camp  Oauley  Mountain: 

Sib  :  Tour  several  communications  have  been  considered  by  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief, and  the  following  are  his  instructions  and  remarks: 

In  the  orders  heretofore  sent  you  the  Kentucky  regiments  were  not 
included,  but  only  Ohio  and  Indiana  regiments,  in  the  detachments  to 
be  made  by  you  to  Kentucky. 

At  present  it  is  impracticable  to  designate  any  other  brigadier-gen- 
erals for  your  department,  but  it  will  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 
Please  suggest  the  names  of  any  colonels  of  your  command  who  may 
be  suitable  for  that  appointment. 

You  will  please  detach  from  your  command  the  following  troops :  The 
regular  battery  of  artillery,  commanded  by  Captain  Howard,  Fourth 
Artillery,  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Kelley  at  Bomney.  Order 
the  regular  battery  commanded  by  Captain  Mack,  Loomis'  volunteer 
battery  (Michigan),  and  four  more  infantry  regiments  to  Kentucky, 
making  in  all  twelve  regiments  to  Kentucky,  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  BuelL 
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Order  Howe's  battery,  Fourth  Artillery,  to  WashingtoHi  to  joia  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac 

The  two  Virginia  regiments  will  be  furnished  with  guns  by  the  Ord- 
nance Department.  Orders  will  be  given  here  for  five  regiments  to 
report  to  Brigadier-General  Kelley  at  Bomney.  Instruct  General 
Kdley,  on  their  arrival,  to  order  the  eight  Ohio  regiments  to  Gamp 
Chase,  to  be  reorganized  and  then  sent  to  Kentucky. 

The  general  stf^  officers  at  Cincinnati  will  be  no  longer  under  your 
command.  The  affiedrs  of  the  depot  there  will  be  regulated  by  the  bu- 
rean  here.  Your  requisitions  for  supplies  will  be  made  on  that  depot  as 
usual.  Captain  McLean,  assistant  adjutant-general,  has  been  ordered. 
The  recruiting  service  for  volunteers  will  \^  conducted  according  to 
General  Orders,  No.  69.  There  are  mustering  officers  at  Cincinnati,  Co- 
lumbus, and  Cleveland. 

As  far  as  possible  you  will  avoid  sending  your  sick  beyond  your  de- 
partment limits.  A  general  hospital  may  be  established  at  Wheeling. 
If  the  regimental  surgeons  give  proper  attention  to«anitary  precautious 
in  the  camp  the  sick  list  may  be  reduced. 

Ton  can  continue  the  depots  at  Bellaire  and  Marietta,  or  move  them 
within  the  limits  of  your  department,  as  you  deem  best. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 
A^lfutani'  OeneraL 


Memorandum  for  General  McCleUan. 

[Made  on  or  about  December  1, 1861.] 

The  idea  of  shifting  the  theater  of  ox)erations  to  the  James,  York,  or 
Bappahannock  has  often  occurred.  The  great  difficulty  I  have  found 
in  the  matter  is  that  of  moving  a  body  as  large  as  necessary  rapidly, 
and  of  making  the  necessary  preparations  for  such  a  movement,  so  that 
tiiey  should  not  in  themselves  give  indications  of  the  whereabouts  of 
the  intended  operations  in  time  to  meet  them. 

The  first  thing  to  be  considered  is  the  old  danger  attending  all  similar 
operations.  In  cutting  the  enemy's  line  of  oi>erations  you  expose  your- 
self, and  a  bold  and  desperate  enemy,  seeing  himself  anticipated  at 
Bichmond,  might  attempt  to  retrieve  the  disaster  by  a  desperate  effort 
npon  Washington. 

Leaving,  then,  as  we  should  do,  the  great  mass  of  the  enemy  in  front 
of  Washington,  it  would  not  be  safe  to  leave  it  guarded  by  less  than 
100,000  men ;  that  is,  until  we  became  certain  that  he  had  withdrawn 
from  our  front  so  far  as  to  render  his  return  upon  it  impracticable.  It 
seems  to  me,  too,  that  the  full  garrisoning  of  the  works  up  to  the  stand- 
ard fixed  upon  should  be  completed  without  delay.  These  works  will 
but  imperfectly  serve  their  purpose  if  they  are  not  defended  by  troops 
who  have  some  familiarity  with  their  x)ositions  and  duties.  (Lieutenant 
McAlester  asks  urgently  for  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Poe,  Heintzelman's 
division,  to  be  added  to  the  GOO  men  under  Colonel  Christian  at  Fort 
Lyon ;  in  the  first  place  to  give  an  adequate  and  efficient  garrison  to 
that  important  work:  in  the  second,  to  enable  him  to  get  fatigue  par- 
ties largo  enough  to  finish  it  off.) 

The  works  between  Potomac  Eastern  Branch  [f]  are  finished  and  armed 
(with  exception  of  the  three  small  works  above  Chain  Bridge,  not  quite 
done).    Of  those  over  Eastern  Branch,  Forts  Greble,  Carroll,  Stanton, 
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and  work  cear  Benning's  Bridge  are  nearly  or  quite  done,  and  garri- 
sons may  be  assigned.  The  gap  between  Benning's  Bridge  work  and 
Fort  Stanton  is  being  filled  up  by  thi^e  or  four  works  now  under  con- 
struction. 

I  dwell  on  this  matter  somewhat,  since,  if  the  army  moves,  particu- 
larly if  it  makes  a  flauk  movement,  leaving  the  enemy  in  front,  the 
measures  for  defense  of  the  city  cannot  be  too  carefully  taken. 

Now  as  to  the  expedition :  Considering  the  great  difficulty  of  trans- 
porting at  one  time  large  numbers,  the  confusion  which  will  attend  the 
landing,  and  consequent  difficulty  of  getting  the  columns  into  prompt 
marching  order  after  landing,  with  our  new  troops,  if  the  numbers  arc 
great,  I  should  be  dis[K)sed  to  make  the  first  descent  with  a  compara- 
tively small  but  select  corps,  not  over  20,000 — at  outside  30,000  men. 

Let  it  be  supposed  the  latter  number  is  adopted.  How  shall  the  move- 
ment be  made  so  as  to  attract  least  attention  in  its  x^repaiiitions  and  to 
deceive  the  enemy  as  to  their  object  f 

General  Burnside's  force  I  suppose  to  be  about  10,000  men.  His  flo- 
tilla, including  his  seven  sailing  vessels  and  live  floating  batteries,  w^ill 
carry  that  number.  (In  my  former  memorandum  I  estimated  15,350, 
but  I  now  exclude  the  surf-boats  and  launches  and  diminish  the  num- 
bers, as  I  then  estimated  for  a  short  voyage,  not  leaving  the  Potomac) 

I  suppose  there  would  be  three  batteries  and,  say,  1,000  cavalry  ac- 
companying this  division. 

I  suppose  that,. among  the  large  steamers  about  Baltimore,  the  addi- 
tional transportation  for  this  artillery  and  cavalry  could  be  found.  If 
so,  we  have  a  force  of  10,000  or  11,000,  with  artillery  and  cavalry,  pro- 
vided for. 

For  a  second  column,  I  think  I  would  embark  it  from  the  Port  To- 
bacco River.  The  concentration  of  troops  under  Hooker  would  cover  a 
movement  that  way,  and  it  would  threaten  the  Potomac  batteries. 

The  Navy  will  furnish  four  side-wheel  steamers  and  the  Stepping 
Stones,  which  will  carry  3,500. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  has  seven  steamers,  which  will  carry 
5,000,  and,  collecting  the  eight  or  nine  Schuylkill  barges  to  be  found 
here  and  schooners  and  tugboats,  so  doubtless  transportation  could  be 
commanded  for  10,000  men,  with  three  batteries  of  artillery  and  1,000 
cavalry.  You  will  observe  my  estimates  are  much  lower  than  before, 
for  then  I  was  considering  an  operation  restricted  to  the  Potomac  and 
of  not  more  than  50  or  GO  miles. 

Now  for  additional  numbers:  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  is  easier  to 
carry  troops  to  New  York  (twelve  hours),  embark  them  there,  and  make 
but  one  thing  of  it^  than  to  bring  the  shipping  to  Annapolis  or  the  Po- 
tomac. However  that  may  be,  if  it  is  determined  that  the  additional 
number  shall  be  10,000  men  or  20,000  men,  or  more,  I  would  command 
the  transportation  at  once  in  New  York,  the  place  where  everything  can 
be  had  in  unstinted  quantities  and  of  the  most  suitable  kind.  All  sea 
steamers  (not  otherwise  chartered),  the  large  sound  steamers,  the  large 
North  Eiver,  sound,  and  coasting  propellers,  can  be  had  there;  and  there 
all  the  appliances  to  fit  them  for  troops,  horses,  &c.,  can  be  quickest 
made. 

Perhaps  the  best  way,  therefore,  would  be  to  commence  at  once  and 
send  the  troops,  artillery  and  cavalry,  to  Fort  Monroe,  to  hold  themselves 
ready  for  shipment  at  a  moment's  notice;  to  order  the  transportation 
necessary  in  New  York. 

According  to  the  foregoing  propositions,  there  would  be  three  columns 
ready  for  a  simultaneous  movement:  10,000  at  Annapolis,  10,000  at  Port 
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Tobacco  Biver,  and  10,000  or  20,000  at  Fort  Monroe.    The  times  of  start- 
ing conld  be  arranged  so  tbat  the  times  of  arrival  should  be  as  desired. 

Probably  it  would  be  better  to  have  more  than  one  point  of  debarka- 
tion. As  soon  as  the  first  column  was  landed  the  transports  could  go 
immediately  to  Annapolis  or  Baltimore  for  more. 

The  arrangements  give  no  indications  of  the  intended  point  of  attack. 
They  threaten  the  Potomac,  or  Norfolk,  or  the  Southern  coast,  as  much 
as  or  more  than  the  Rappahannock. 

I  presume  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  sending  our  steamers  down 
to  Port  Tobacco;  whether  there  would  be  in  towing  the  barges  there,  I 
do  not  know.  This  Potomac  column  does  not  satisfy  me  as  well  as  the 
others,  for  the  collection  of  troops  at  Port  Tobacco,  in  connection  with 
collecting  at  Fort  Monroe  and  Annax>olis,  would  rather  indicate  an  opera- 
tion in  the  Lower  Chesapeake. 

Distance  of  points  mentioned :  Urbana  to  Annapolis,  120  miles;  Port 
Tobacco,  90  miles:  Fort  Monroe,  60  miles. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
Chief  Engineer  J  Army  of  the  Potomae. 


HEADQUABTEBS  Ot  THE  ABMY, 

Washingtany  D.  0.,  December  2, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  K.  P.  Banks,  U.  8>  Sermce^  Commanding^  dc.: 

Sib:  The  Gteneral-in-Ghief  desires  you  to  order  Lander's  brigade,  as 
soon  as  it  receives  arms,  to  re-enforoe  General  Kelley  at  Romney,  Va. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

L.  THOMAS, 
Adjutant'  General, 


HEADQUABTEBS  HoOEEB'S  DIVISION, 

Camp  Bakery  Lower  FoUmaCy  Marylandy  December  2, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutaait-Generaly  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal:  The  rebels  within  the  last  day  or  two  appear  to  be  more 
active  than  they  have  been  for  some  weeks  past.  New  encampments 
have  been  formed  and  additional  earthworks  hav^  been  thrown  up  above 
and  below  me.  I  am  informed  that  a  regiment  has  within  this  time  en- 
camped opposite  Indian  Head,  and  that  lines  of  new  intrenchments  are 
visible  in  that  vicinity.  Additional  encampments  have  also  been  formed 
below,  and  about  Cockpit  Point  they  are  also  unusutdly  active.  We 
have  not  heard  from  the  batteries  to-day. 

The  New  Jersey  Regiments  will  be  encamped  in  close  proximity  and 
along  the  ridge  of  high  ground  making  up  fix>m  the  Ohicamazen. 

Bnnting's  battery,  ordered  to  my  command  by  Special  Orders,  No.  154, 
dated  H^tdquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  November  23,  1861,  and 
which  I  was  informed  by  the  chief  of  artillery  would  leave  Washington 
on  Thursday  last,  has  not  yet  Joined. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division, 
43  b  b— vol  V 


J 
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ExECUTiYB  Department, 
Wheeling^  Fa.,  Deeemher  3, 1861. . 

His  Excellency  Arraham  Lincoln: 

At  the  instance  of  Governor  Peirpoiut  I  have  drawn  np  the  inclosed 
petition,  and,  concurring  heartily  in  the  measure^  I  submit  the  following 
in  support  of  the  same,  outside  of  what  the  petition  contains.  It  will, 
if  granted,  inspire  the  people  with  confidence,  where  all  is  now  doubt 
and  terror. 

That  a  river,  populous  on  either  bank,  is  not  a  proper  boundary  of 
departments  (military)  when  war  exists.  That  concert  of  action  in  the 
c>  nterminous  counties  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  a  complete  success  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  that  region. 
That  no  additional  expense  will  be  incurred,  as  the  regiments  are  now 
ill  the  service.  That  the  commanders  of  the  departments  from  which 
the  proposed  one  is  to  be  made  will  have  ample  fields  remaining  in 
which  to  act,  nor  feel  the  excision  of  the  new  one.  That  the  Virginians 
will  lose  their  sectional  prejudices  when  mingling  witb  their  Kentucky 
neighbors,  and  carry  home  to  them  that  they  are  fighting  their  friends 
and  associates  and  those  allied  to  them  by  similar  habits  and  feelings. 
That  we  can  erect  the  civil  government  of  West  Virginia,  when  it  is 
impossible  to  do  so  under  existing  state  of  things. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ob^ient  servant, 

H.  I.  SAMUELS, 
Adjutant-Oet^eral  of  Virginia. 

[iDOlogllM.] 

To  His  Excellency  Arraham  Lincoln, 

President  of  the  United  States : 

Please  take  the  map  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio.  Yon  will 
find  the  most  southern  portion  of  Ohio  near  the  junction  of  these  three 
States,  at  which  point  the  Big  Sandy  Biver,  a  river  navigable  for 
steamers  at  this  season  for  60  miles,  almost  due  south,  in  the  direction 
of  the  Great  Southwestern  Bailroad  and  East  Tennessee,  enters  the 
Ohio  Biver,  and  which  forms  the  common  bonndao^  of  Virginia  and 
Kentucky  for  a  hundred  miles. 

Bunning  parallel  with  the  Big  Sandy  Biver  is  the  Guyaudotte  on 
the  east,  and  Little  Sandy  Biver  and  Tygarf  s  Greek  on  the  west,  all 
emptying  into  the  Ohio,  and  all  traversing  an  exceedingly  mountainous 
region  of  country. 

That  part  of  the  territory  of  Virginia  watered  by  the  Guyandotte 
and  the  Sandy  Bivers  is  in  a  state  of  perfect  anarchy,  no  one  claiming 
to  hold  a  civil  office,  and  a  perfect  terrorism  paralyzes  every  effort  to 
restore  law  and  order  in  that  region ;  and  such  will  be  the  state  of  the 
country  as  long  as  the  rebel  chiefs  (Jenkins  and  Glarkson)  are  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  that  region  and  make  their  periodic  raids  through 
the  same  at  pleasure.  The  people  are  divided  in  sentiment,  bat  would 
fiock  to  that  power  that  would  inspire  confidence  that  they  would  be 
protected. 

The  people  of  Kentucky,  on  the  waters  of  the  Sandy,  Little  Sandy, 
and  Tygart^s  Greek  are  mostly  loyal,  and  have  raised  two  entire  regi- 
ments of  men,  now  ready  for  service;  and  the  people,  in  their  manners, 
customs,  habits,  feelings,  and  pr^udices  much  like  the  people  in  the 
region  of  Virginia  referred  to,  and  the  same  similarity  in  tbe  geograph- 
ical features  of  the  country  exists. 

This  region  of  country  has  been  neglected  by  the  Federal  generals, 
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because  of  its  being  the  dividing  line  between  the  Departments  of  Ken- 
tacky  and  Western  Virginia,  and  becaose  the  character  ot  the  wsuriare 
required  too  much  detail  ana  division  of  troops  to  occapy  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  commanders  of  departments,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  a 
general  who  woald  avail  himself  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the 
inhabitants  would  do  more  to  clear  that  region  of  rebeUion  than  large 
armies  directed  by  military  science  and  skilL 

The  vaUeys  of  the  Sacdy  and  the  Gnyandotte  have  been  highways 
through  which  the  rebels  have  introduce  arms  and  munitions  of  war 
ever  since  the  rebellion  started  to  their  armies  menacing  the  camps  at 
Gkiuley  and  Sewell  Mountain. 

We  believe  a  brigadier,  with  latitudinous  powers,  if  possessed  of 
shrewdness,  a  capacity  to  seize  and  avail  himself  of  the  occurrences 
passing,  with  the  mental  constitution  and  mannerism  to  inspire  the 
people  with  respect  and  confidence,  not  hampered  or  thwarted  by 
officers  near  him,  would,  with  the  military  material  now  there  and 
which  he  pould  gather,  clear  the  country  of  roving  banditti  now  infest- 
ing it,  and  restore  civil  government,  law,  and  order. 

We  therefore  pray  your  excellency  to  erect  a  new  military  depart- 
ment, to  be  called  the  Department  of  Big  Sandy;  commit  it  to  the 
charge  of  a  brigadier-general,  to  take  command  of  the  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry;  the  First  Virginia  Volunteer  Cavalry;  the 
volunteers  in  Kentacky,  in  the  region  described — ^being  the  regiments 
commanded  by  Hon.  L.  T.  Moore  and  Colonel  Wilson — and  £at  the 
region  of  country  named,  together  with  such  ac^acent  counties  in  Ohio, 
be  the  bounds  of  such  new  department 
And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

F.  H.  PEIRPOINT, 

Ocvemar  of  VtrginiOj 
By  H.  I.  SAMUELS, 
Adjutant'Oeneral  of  Virginia. 

B.  I.  SAMUELS, 
Adjutant-General  of  Virginia. 
RALPH  LUTE, 

0/  Ohio. 


Hbadquabtebs  Hookeb's  Division, 
Camp  BaJcer^  Lower  Potomacy  Maryland^  December  6, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant'Oenerah  Army  of  the  Pot<nnac: 

OsNEBAL:  I  have  to<lay  dispatched  a  squadron  of  the  Third  Indiana 
Cavalry  to  take  post  at  Millstone  Landing,  with  instrnctions  to  radiate 
fh>m  that  point  in  all  directions  and  at  all  times,  and  to  visit  all  places 
deserving  of  notice  lying  near  the  coast  between  Port  Tobacco  and  Look- 
out. The  command  is  under  Major  Chapman,  of  that  regiment.  They 
will  intercept  all  contraband  trade  and  correspondence,  and  arrest  per- 
sons concerned  in  it,  and  all  traitors,  and  send  them  under  guard  to 
camp.  For  this  service  I  prefer  cavalry  to  infantxy,  for  they  move  with 
more  celerity,  and  can  do  more  service  than  three  times  the  number  on 
foot.  They  can  encounter  no  resistance  in  this  part  of  Maryland  they 
cannot  overcome,  and  by  moving  rapidly  they  inspire  more  fear  than 
can  a  column  of  infantry. 

With  the  roads  in  their  present  condition  it  is  of  great  consequence 
to  detach  the  smallest  possible  force  necessary,  from  the  difficulty  in 
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Bupplying  them.  I  have  a  cavalry  company  also  doing  picket  duty 
from  Smith's  Point  to  Port  Tobacco.  This  makes  a  coitinuons  line  of 
pickets  along  the  shores  of  the  Potomac  from  Mattawoman  Greek  to 
Cape  Lookout.  They  may  not  be  able  to  cat  oS  all  interooorse  across 
the  Potomac ;  this  I  cannot  expect;  bnt  they  will  arrest  some,  and  de- 
feat the  plans  of  many. 
I  have  nothing  new  to  report  of  my  command  or  of  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brtgadter-Chneralj  Commanding  JHvMan. 


Washington,  December  6, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Geobob  B.  McClkllan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  dte. : 

General:  It  appears  probable  that  our  available  apppopriatious 
will  not  suffice  to  complete  entirely  the  defensive  works  about  Wash- 
ington. Forty-eight  different  works,  some  of  which,  like  Forts  Ethan 
Allen,  Bunyon,  and  Lyon,  are  of  veiy  hirge  size,  extensive  abatis,  &c, 
have  been  constructed,  and  many  of  Uiem,  besides  the  usual  magazines, 
are  provided  with  extensive  bomb-proofs  for  quarters.  For  these  con- 
structions the  sum  of  $344,053.46  has  been  available.  It  is  probable 
that  this  sum  will  not  entirely  suffice,  and  that  it  will  be  more  than 
exhausted  by  the  close  of  the  present  month.  1  therefore  request  that 
an  applicatiou  be  made  to  Congress  for  the  immediate  appropriation  of 
the  sum  of  $150,000  for  completing  the  defenses  of  NVashington. 

You  are  aware  that  while  hired  labor  has  been  exUMiMveiy  employed 
south  of  the  Potomac,  the  works  north  of  the  river  have  been  almost 
exclusively  constructed  by  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BABNARD, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  and  Chief  Engineety  Army  of  Votamae, 


Headquabtebs,  Division  at  Fredbbigk, 

December  7, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Mabcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Dear  Sib:  The  division  is  well  camped  in  the  vicinity  of  Frederick| 
in  good  position,  and  with  plenty  supplies  of  all  kinds.  We  are  on  the 
different  lines  of  railway  and  turnpike,  and  can  move  in  any  direction 
in  full  force  at  a  moment's  notice. 

I  returned  last  evening  from  a  visit  to  Bandy  Hook  and  Harper's 
Ferry.  The  town  is  a  picture  of  desolation.  In  the  interior  the  rebels 
are  active  and  their  scouts  on  the  move  constantly.  Hiey  are  now  en- 
deavoring to  put  the  railway  from  Winchester  to  Haix>er's  Feny  in 
working  condition  if  possible. 

General  Jackson  is  fortifying  Winchester  as  far  as  he  is  able  and  call- 
ing in  the  militia  to  strengthen  his  forces,  which  do  not  now  exceed 
5,000  or  6,000.  General  Carson  is  said  to  be  at  or  near  Berkeley  Springs, 
with  about  1,500  men.  They  are  sensitive  to  the  chances  of  an  attc^ 
by  our  forces,  and  I  do  not  think  that  they  are  likely  to  disturb  General 
Kelley  at  present.  Colonel  Leonard  is  in  connection  with  General 
Kelley  before  this,  but  wo  have  not  heard  fW>m  liim  yet.    Beports  in 
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Loadoun  Gonnty,  Yirginia,  represent  that  0,000  or  10,000  men  have  been 
drawn  sonth  from  Manassas. 

The  canal  is  now  open  to  navigation.  We  were  told  that  boats  with 
coal  were  near  Harx>er's  Ferry  yesterday  on  the  way  to  Georgetown, 
and  l^at  1,000  tons  daily  would  soon  be  sent  to  the  town  for  pnblic  and 
private  nse. 

The  opening  of  the  railway  is  a  feasible  project,  but  it  will  require  the 
whole  force  of  our  division  to  protect  the  work. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Division. 


Washington,  D.  O.,  December  7, 1861. 
Brigadier-Gtoneral  Mabot: 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning  the 
facilities  for  passing  troops  across  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  Wil- 
liamsport,  &c.  At  Hari)er's  Ferry  the  river  is  about  600  feet  wide.  The 
Maryland  eJiore  is  of  difficult  access,  owing  to  the  canal  bank,  being 
nearly  20  feet  high  and  supported  by  masonry.  The  Virginia  shore  is 
in  like  manner  difficult,  owing  to  the  embankments  of  the  arsenal  yard, 
which  are  supported  by  masonry. 

There  is  a  lock  leading  from  the  canal  into  the  Potomac  a  short  dis- 
tance below  the  remains  of  the  railroad  bridge;  at  low  water  usually 
from  4  to  6  feet,  but  rises  very  rapidly  on  sudden  rains  to  a  height  of 
26  feet  The  difficulties  of  a  bridge  at  this  point  are  the  approaches. 
Passing  up  the  river  about  1  mile  to  the  Gk)verument  dam  the  river 
widens  a  little,  but  the  Virginia  shore  is  of  a  much  easier  access,  and 
the  country  road  leading  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Gharlestown  can  be 
reached  by  passing  one-half  mile  over  a  country  road.  The  Maryland 
^ore  at  this  point  must  be  reached  bypassing  a  short  distance  upon 
tne  tow-path  of  the  canal,  which  is  sufficiently  wide  for  one  track  but 
difficult  for  two.  There  is  also  a  lock  leading  into  the  Potomac  at  this 
place. 

As  directed,  I  consulted  Captain  Duane  (Colonel  Alexander  being  ill), 
and  learn  that  the  pontoon  bridge  at  the  Eastern  Branch  is  serviceable, 
and  can  be  sent  to  any  point  you  may  direct.  The  bridge,  being  of  India 
rubber,  is  not  very  stable  and  is  easily  damaged. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  a  bridge  supported  by  canal-boats  in- 
stead. There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  in  the  canal,  and  lumber 
of  suitable  size  can  be  procured  at  Baltimore  or  Cumberland  on  very 
short  notice.  The  bridge-builders  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroaii 
can  without  doubt  be  procured  to  do  the  work.  The  boats  can  be  locked 
into  the  river  and  anchored  in  their  places  immediately. 

At  Williamsport  the  river  is  of  nearly  the  same  width  as  at  Harper's 
Ferry;  current  not  rapid ;  approaches  on  either  shore  of  easy  access.  A 
smaU  ferry-boat  of  a  few  tons  burden  plies  by  means  of  a  wire  cable 
firom  shore  to  shore.  A  bridge  supported  by  two  flat-boats,  such  as  are 
found  in  nearly  every  level  of  the  canal,  would  enable  from  300  to  500 
men  to  cross  at  once.  There  being  no  lock  between  Dams  Nos.  4  and  5, 
the  boats  must  be  moved  from  the  canal  by  means  of  a  derrick  or  like 
machinery.    Plank  can  be  procured  at  difi'erent  points  on  the  canal — at 
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Williamsport,  Point  of  Bocks,  &c.    I  have  never  been  at  Hancock  or 
Sir  John's  Hau. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  resi^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  BABCOCK, 
Corps  of  Ungineers. 

Headqitabtebs  Division, 
Frederick,  Md.,  December  8, 1861. 
Colonel  Leonabd,  Commanding  at  Williamsport: 

Mt  Deab  Sib:  Keports  by  way  of  Philadelphia  represent  that  heavy 
and  close  cannonading  was  heard  at  Ghambersburg  all  the  afternoou  in 
the  direction  of  Hancock.  Yon  will  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  was  the 
occasion  of  the  firing,  and,  so  far  as  you  can,  the  purpose  of  the  rebels 
in  regard  to  General  Kelley.  Do  not  hesitate,  if  he  is  threatened,  to 
send  him  aid  at  once— yT need  be,  all  your  force— and  I  will  supply  your 
place  on  the  river  upon  notice  of  your  movement.  Keep  us  wed  in- 
formed of  the  movements  in  his  locality,  as  in  your  own.  Obtain  all 
the  information  you  can  concerning  Martinsburg,  its  forces,  defenses, 
&c.,  and  especially  the  lay  of  the  land  about  the  town. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

K  P.  BAKKS, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 

P.  S. — Lander's  brigade  will  be  sent  to  re-enforce  General  Kelley  as 
soon  as  it  arrives. 


[D£0£]iib£B  10, 1861. — For  McGlellan  to  Lincoln,  in  reference  to  for- 
ward movement,  found  too  late  for  publication  here,  see  Series  I,  VoL 
XI,  Part  III.] 

Office  Chief  Engineer  Abmy  of  Potohao, 

Washington^  D.  C,  December  10, 186L 
Geneial  J.  G.  Totten,  Chief  of  Engineers^  dtc. : 

Sib  :  The  resolution  of  the  'House  of  Bepresentatives  of  July  8,  of 
which  the  following  is  the  tenor — 

Be8olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  reqaested  to  farnish  this  House,  as  soon  as 
praoticable,  plaiw  and  estimates,  to  be  prepared  by  the  Engineer  Departmenti  for  com- 
pleting the  defensive  works  on  toe  sonth  side  of  the  Potomac,  near  this  city  ;  and  also 
to  report  upon  the  expediency  of  constructing  similar  works  of  defense  on  the  northeiii 
side  of  this  city,  with  estimates  for  the  same,  so  as  to  reduce  to  a  niiTiJTniim  the  number 
of  troops  required  for  the  protection  and  defense  of  the  capital- 
having  been  submitted  to  me  in  July  last,  I  now  make  the  following 
statement : 

At  the  time  when  the  resolution  was  referred  to  me  I  was  attached 
to  the  headquarters  of  Brigadier-Geueral  McDowell  as  chief  engineer, 
and  a  few  days  thereafter  I  was  in  the  field  engaged  in  the  campaign  of 
Bull  Bun.  Previous  to  this  movement  the  army  of  Washington,  yet 
weak  in  numbers  and  imx>erfectly  organized,  under  General  Mansfield, 
had  crossed  the  Potomac  and  occupied  the  south  bank  from  opposite 
Georgetown  to  Alexandria. 

The  first  operations  of  field  engineering  were,  necessarily,  the  secor- 
ing  of  our  debouches  to  the  other  shore  and  establishing  of  a  strong 
point  to  strengthen  our  hold  of  Alexandria.  The  works  require  for 
these  limited  objects  (though  being  really  little  towards  constructing 
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a  defensive  line)  were  nevertheless,  consideiiug  the  small  namber  of 
troops  available,  arduous  undertakings.  Fort  Corcoran,  with  its  auxil- 
iary works,  Forts  Bennett  and  Haggerty,  and  the  block-houses  and 
infantry  parapets  around  the  head  of  the  Aqueduct,  Forts  Bunyon,  Jack- 
(SOU,  and  Albany  (covering  our  debouches  from  the  Long  Bridge),  and 
Fort  Ellsworth,  on  Shooter's  Hill,  Alexandria,  were  mostly  works  of 
large  dimensions.  During  the  seven  weeks  which  elapsed  between  the 
crossing  of  the  Potomac  and  the  advance  of  General  McDowell's  army 
the  engineer  officers  under  my  command  were  so  exclusively  occupied 
with  these  works  (all  of  which  were  nearly  completed  at  the  latter  date), 
as  to  make  impracticable  the  more  genend  reconnaissances  and  studies 
necessary  for  locating  a  line  of  defensive  works  around  the  dty  and 
preparing  plans  and  estimates  of  the  same. 

The  works  just  mentioned  on  the  south  of  the  Potomac,  necessary 
for  the  operations  of  an  army  on  that  shore,  were  far  fh)m  constituting 
A  defensive  system  which  would  enable  an  inferior  force  to  hold  the 
long  line  from  Alexandria  to  Georgetown  or  even  to  secure  the  heights 
of  Arlington. 

On  the  retieat  of  our  army  such  was  our  situation.  Upon  an  inferior 
and  demoralized  force,  in  presence  of  a  victorious  and  superior  enemy, 
was  imposed  the  duty  of  holding  this  lino  and  defending  the  city  of 
Washington  against  attacks  from  columns  of  the  enemy  who  might 
cross  the  Potomac  (as  was  then  deemed  probable)  above  or  below. 

Undecided  before  as  to  the  necessity,  or  at  least  the  policy,  of  sur- 
rounding Washington  by  a  chain  of  fortifications,  the  situation  left  no 
longer  room  to  doubt.  With  our  army  too  demoralized  and  too  weak  in 
numbers  to  act  effectually  in  the  open  field  against  the  invading  enemy, 
nothing  but  the  protection  of  defensive  works  could  give  any  degree  of 
security.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that  we  owe  our  exemption  from  the 
real  disaster  which  might  have  flowed  from,  the  defeat  of  Bull  Bun — the 
loss  to  the  enemy  of  the  real  fruits  of  his  victory — to  the  works  previously 
built  (already  mentioned),  and  an  exaggerated  idea  on  his  part  of  their 
eflSciency  as  a  defensive  line. 

The  situation  was  such  as  to  admit  of  no  elaborate  plans  nor  pre- 
viously-prepared estimates.  Defensive  arrangements  were  improvised 
and  works  commenced  as  speedily  as  possible  where  most  needed.  A 
belt  of  woods  was  felled  through  the  forest  in  front  of  Arlington  and 
half-sunk  batteries  prepared  along  the  ridge  in  front  of  Fort  Corcoran 
and  at  suitable  points  near  Fort  Albany,  and  a  battery  of  two  rifled  42- 
pounders  (Battery  Cameron)  was  established  on  the  heights  near  the 
distributing  reservoir  above  Georgetown  to  sweep  the  approaches  to 
Fort  Corcoran. 

Simultaneously  a  chain  of  lunettes  (Forts  De  Kalb,  Woodbury,  Cass, 
Tillinghast,  and  Craig)  was  commenced,  connecting  Fort  Corcoran  and 
the  Potomac  on  the  right  with  Fort  Albany  on  the  left,  and  forming  a 
continuous  defensive  line  in  advance  of  the  heights  of  Arlington.  The 
wooded  ridge  which  lies  north  of  and  parallel  to  the  lower  course  of 
Four  Mile  Bun  ofi^iered  a  position  from  which  the  city,  the  Long  Bridge, 
and  the  plateau  in  advance  of  it  could  be  overlooked  and  cannonaded. 
While  our  external  line  was  so  incomplete,  it  was  important  to  exclude 
the  enemy  from  its  possession.  Access  to  it  was  made  difficult  by  fell- 
ing the  forest  which  covered  it  (about  200  acres),  and  the  large  lunette 
(Fort  Scott)  was  commenced  as  soon  as  the  site  could  be  fixed  (about 
the  middle  of  August).  The  subsequent  establishment  of  our  defensive 
line  in  advance  throws  this  work  into  the  same  category  with  Forts  Cor- 
coran, Albany,  Bunyon,  &c.,  as  an  interior  work,  or  second  line,  but  it 
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is  nevertheless  an  important  work,  as,  taken  in  connection  with  Forts 
Bicbardson,  Craig,  &c.,  it  completes  a  defensive  line  for  Washington 
independent  of  the  extension  to  Alexandria. 

The  defense  of  Alexandria  and  its  connection  with  that  of  Washing- 
ton was  a  subject  of  anxions  study.  The  exigency  demanding  imme- 
diate measures,  the  first  idea  was  naturally  to  make  use  of  Fort  Ells- 
worth as  one  point  of  our  line,  and  to  connect  it  with  Fort  Scott  by  an 
intermediate  work  on  Mount  Ida.  An  extended  study  of  the  topography 
for  several  miles  in  advance  showed  that  such  a  line  would  be  almost 
indefensible.  Not  only  would  the  works  themselves  be  commanded  by 
surrounding  heights,  but  the  troops  which  should  support  them  would 
be  restrict^  to  a  narrow  space,  in  which  they  would  be  overlooked  and 
harassed  by  the  enemy's  distant  fire.  The  occupation  of  the  heights  a 
mile  in  advance  of  Fort  Fllsworth,  upon  which  the  Episcopal  Seminary 
is  situated,  seemed  absolutely  necessary.  The  topography  proved  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  formation  of  such  a  line,  and  Forts  Worth  and 
Ward  were  commenced  about  the  1st  of  September,  and  the  line  con- 
tinued simultaneously  by  Forts  Blenker  and  Eichardson  to  connect  with 
Forts  Albany  and  Craig.  Somewhat  later  the  work  intermediate  be- 
tween Blenker  and  Bichardson — filling  up  the  gap  and  having  an  im- 
portant bearing  upon  the  approaches  to  Forts  Ward  and  Blenker  and 
the  valley  of  Four  Mile  Bun — was  commenced. 

The  heights  south  of  Hunting  Creek,  overlooking  Alexandria  and  com- 
manding Fort  Ellsworth,  had  been  always  a  subject  of  anxiety.  The 
securing  to  our  own  possession  the  Seminary  Heights,  which  commanded 
them,  diminished  materially  the  danger.  As  soon,  however,  as  a  suffi- 
cient force  could  be  detached  to  occupy  those  heights  and  protect  the 
construction  of  the  work  it  was  undertaken,,  and  Uie  large  work  (Fort 
Lyon)  laid  out  and  commenced  about  the  middle  of  September. 

Previous  to  the  movement  of  the  army  defensive  measures  had  been 
taken  at  the  Chain  Bridge,  consisting  of  a  barricade  (bullet  proof,  and 
so  arranged  as  to  be  thrown  down  at  will)  across  the  bridge,  immedi- 
ately over  the  first  pier  from  the  Virginia  side,  with  a  movable  staircase 
to  the  flats  below,  by  which  the  defenders  could  retreat,  leaving  the 
bridge  open  to  the  fire  of  a  battery  of  two  field  guns  immediately  at  its 
Maryland  end,  and  a  battery  on  the  blufi*  above  (Battery  Martin  Scott) 
of  one  d-inch  sea-coast  howitzer  and  two  32-pounders.  As  even  this  last 
battery  wa«  commanded  by  heights  on  the  Virginia  side,  it  was  deemed 
proper,  after  the  return  of  the  army,  to  erect  another  battery  (Battery 
Vermont)  at  a  higher  point,  which  should  command  the  Virginia 
Heights  and  at  the  same  time  sweep  the  approaches  of  the  enemy  along 
the  Maryland  shore  of  the  Potomac. 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June  the  country  between  the  Poto- 
mac and  the  Anacostia  had  been  examined  mainly  with  the  view  of 
obtaining  knowledge  of  the  roads  and  defensive  character  of  the  ground, 
not  in  reference  to  locating  field  defenses.  At  tbe  period  now  in  ques- 
tion there  was  apprehension  that  the  enemy  might  cross  the  Potomac 
and  attack  on  this  side.  Of  course  what  could  be  done  to  meet  the 
emergency  could  only  be  done  without  that  deliberate  study  by  which 
a  complete  defensive  line  would  best  be  established.  The  first  direc- 
tions given  to  our  labors  were  to  secure  the  roads,  not  merely  as  the 
beaten  highways  of  travel  fix>m  the  country  to  the  cit3%  but  also  as  in 
general  occupying  the  best  ground  for  an  enemy's  approach. 

Thus  the  sites  of  Forts  Pennsylvania,  Massachusetts,  Slocum,  Totten, 
Bunker  Hill,  Saratoga,  and  Lincoln  were  rapidly  chosen,  and  works 
commenced  simultaneously  at  the  first,  second,  thurd,  and  sixth  of  these 
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points  early  in  Angast.  Tbe  otliei's  were  taken  np  as  speedily  as  the 
cleariDg  of  the  woods  and  the  means  at  onr  disposal  would  admit,  and 
the  gaps  in  the  line  afterwards  partially  tilled  up  by  constmctiou  of 
Fort  Gaines,  Forts  De  Bnssy,  Slemmer,  and  Thayer.  The  works  men- 
tioned are  at  this  date  essentiaUy  completed  and  armed,  though  there 
is  still  considerable  to  do  in  auxiliary  arrangements.  Our  first  ideas 
as  to  defensive  works  beyond  the  Anacostia  contemplated  only  the 
fortification  of  the  debouches  from  the  bridges  (Navy- Yard  Bridge  and 
Benning's  Bridge),  and  the  occupation  of  the  heights  overlooking  the 
Navy- Yard  Bridge.  With  that  object  Fort  Stanton  was  commenced 
early  in  September.  A  further  examination  of  the  remarkable  ridge 
between  the  Anacostia  and  Oxen  Run  showed  clearly  that,  to  protect 
the  navy-yard  and  arsenal  from  bombardment,  it  was  necessary  to  oc- 
cupy an  extent  of  6  roUes  from  Berry's  place  (Fort  Greble)  to  the  inter- 
section of  the  road  from  Benning's  Bridge  (Fort  Meigs). 

Forts  Greble  and  Carroll  were  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  Sep- 
tember, and  Fort  Mahan,  near  Benning's  Bridge,  about  the  same  time. 
Forts  Greble  and  Stanton  are  completed  and  armed ;  Forts  Mahan  and 
Carroll  very  nearly  so.  To  fill  up  intervals  or  to  sweep  ravines  not 
seen  by  the  principal  works,  Forts  Meigs,  Dupont,  Davis,  Baker,  Good 
Hope,  Battery  Bicketts,  and  Fort  Snyder  have  been  commenced,  and 
it  is  hoped  may  be  so  far  advanced  before  the  winter  set«  in  tis  to  get 
them  into  a  defensible  condition.  The  occupation  of  the  Virginia  shore 
at  the  Chain  Bridge  was  essential  to  the  operations  of  our  army  in  Vir- 
ginia. It  was  only  delayed  until  our  force  was  sufficient  to  authorize 
it.  General  Smith's  division  crossed  the  bridge  September  — ,  and 
Forts  Ethan  Allen  and  Marcy  were  immediately  commenced  and  speed- 
ily finished. 

A  few  weeks  later  (September  28)  the  positions  of  Upton's  and  Mun- 
son's  HUls  and  Taylor's  Tavern  were  occupied  and  Fort  Ramsay  com- 
menced on  Upton's  Hill.  The  enemy's  works  on  Munson's  and  the  ad- 
jacent hill  were  strengthened  and  a  lunette  built  near  Taylor's  Tavern. 

Comprised  in  the  foregoing  categories  thei-e  are  twenty -three  field 
forts  south  of  the  Potomac,  fourteen  field  forts  and  three  batteries 
between  the  Potomac  and  Anacostia,  and  eleven  field  forts  beyond  the 
Anacostia,  making  forty-eight  field  forts  in  all.  These  vary  in  size 
from  Forts  Runyon,  Lyon,  and  Marcy,  of  which  the  i>erimeters  are 
1,500,  937,  and  736  yards,  down  to  Forts  Bennett,  Haggerty,  and  Sarar 
toga,  &c.,  with  perimeters  of  14G,  128,  and  154  yaixls.  The  greater 
portion  of  them  are  inclosed  works  of  earth,  though  many — as  Forts 
Craig,  Tillinghast,  Scott,  &c.,  south  of  the  Potomac,  and  Forts  Sara- 
toga, Gaines,  &c.,  on  the  north — ^are  lunettes  with  stockaded  gorges. 
The  armament  is  mainly  made  up  of  24  and  32  pounders  on  sea-coast 
carriages,  with  a  limited  proportion  of  24-pounder  siege  guns,  rifled  Par- 
rott  guns,  and  guns  on  field  carriages  of  lighter  caliber.  The  larger  of 
the  works  are  flanked,  but  the  greater  number  are  not,  the  sites  and 
dimensions  not  permitting.  Magazines  are  provided  for  one  hundred 
rounds  of  ammunition,  and  many  of  the  works  have  a  consider^ible 
extent  of  bomb-proof  shelter,  as  Forts  Lyon,  Worth,  and  Ward,  in  the 
bomb-proofs  of  which  probably  one-thinl  of  the  garrison  might  com- 
fortably sleep  and  nearly  all  take  temporary  shelter.  In  nearly  all  the 
works  there  are  either  bomb-proofs  like  the  above,  or  log  barracks,  or 
block-houses  of  some  kind. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  go  into  any  details  about  these  construc- 
tions. I  am  in  ho[)es  ultimately  to  be  able  to  deposit  in  the  Eugineer 
Ofiice  drawings  of  each  work  with  suificient  detail  for  most  purposes. 
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The  accompanying  sheets,  Nos.  1  and  2,  will  exhibit  the  general  location 
and  bearings  of  the  works.*  The  tabular  statement  herewith  will  show 
the  perimeters,  number  of  guns,  amount  of  garrison,  &c.t 

It  should  be  observed  that  most  of  the  works  south  of  the  Potomac, 
having  been  thrown  up  almost  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  have  very  light 
profiles,  the  object  having  been  to  get  cover  and  a  defensive  work  as 
speedily  as  possible.  The  counterscturps  of  all  Uie  works,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, are  surrounded  by  abatis. 

It  is  impossible,  at  present,  to  indicate  the  exact  extent  of  forest  cut 
down.  (The  drawings  herewith  repi*esent  the  forest  as  it  existed  before 
the  works  were  commenced.)!  The  woods  in  advance  of  Forts  Worth, 
Ward,  and  Blenker  have  been  felled;  all  surrounding  and  between 
the  next  work  on  the  right  and  Fort  Eichardson ;  all  £e  wood  on  the 
ridge  on  which  is  Fort  Scott — a  square  mile  probably — in  advance  of 
and  surrounding  Forts  Craig,  Tillingbast,  and  Woodbury,  besides  large 
areas  north  of  the  Potomac,  &c.  This  fallen  timber  (mo.st  of  which 
still  lies  on  the  ground.)  rendered  an  enemy's  approach  to  the  lines  diffi- 
cult. The  sites  of  Forts  Totteu,  Slocum,  Bunker  Hill,  Meigs,  Stan 'on, 
and  others  were  entirely  wooded,  which,  in  conjunction  with  the  broken 
character  of  the  ground,  has  made  the  selection  of  sites  frequently  very 
embarrassing  and  the  labor  of  preparing  them  very  great. 

The  only  case  in  which  forts  are  connected  by  earthworks  is  that  of 
Fort«  Woodbury  and  De  ELaib,  between  which  nu  infantry  parapet  is 
thrown  up,  with  emplacements  for  iield  guns.  The  construction  here 
was  suggested  by  the  fact  that  this  was  on  one  of  the  most  practicable 
and  probable  routes  of  approach  for  the  enemy.  Infantry  trenches 
have,  however,  been  constructed  around  or  in  advance  of  other  works, 
cither  to  cover  the  construction  (as  at  Fort  Lyon),  or  to  see  ground  not 
seen  by  the  work  (as  at  Forts  Totten,  Lincoln,  Mahan,  &ic.). 

The  works  I  have  now  described  do  not  constitute  a  complete  defen- 
sive system. 

We  have  been  obliged  to  neglect  much  and  even  to  throw  out  of  con- 
sideration important  matters.  We  have  been  too  much  hurried  to  de- 
vise a  perfect  system,  and  even  now  are  unable  to  say  precisely  what 
and  how  many  additional  points  should  be  occupied  and  what  auxiliary 
arrangements  should  be  made. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  at  least  two  additional  works  are  required  to 
connect  Fort  £ihau  Allen  with  Fort  De  Kalb. 

The  necessity  of  protecting  the  Chain  Bridge  compelled  us  to  throw 
the  left  of  our  northern  line  several  miles  in  advance  of  its  natural 
position,  as  indicated  by  the  topography  to  the  sites  of  Forts  Kipley, 
Alexander,  and  Franklin.  Between  these  and  Forts  Gaines  or  Penn- 
sylvania one  or  two  intervening  works  are  necessary. 

Between  Forts  Pennsylvania  and  De  Eussy  at  least  one  additional 
work  is  necessjiry. 

Fort  Massachusetts  is  entirely  too  small  for  its  important  position. 
Auxiliary  works  are  necessary  in  connection  with  it 

Small  tetesde-pont  are  required  around  the  heads  of  Benning's  and 
the  Navy- Yard  Bridges. 

Between  Forts  Mahan  and  Meigs  one  or  more  intervening  works  and 
between  Forts  Du  Pont  and  Davis  another  work  of  some  magnitude  are 
required,  the  ground  along  this  line  not  being  yet  sufficiently  known.    A 

*  To  apx>car  iu  Atlas. 

t  No  tabular  stateineut  found  oh  an  Enclosure  to  this  report,  bnt  see  Barnard  and 
Barry  to  Williama,  October  *24,  pp.  G26-62d. 
t  Omitted. 
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glance  at  the  map  will  show  it  to  be  almost  a  oontinaoas  forest.  It  is 
not  deemed  necessary  to  connect  the  works  by  a  continuous  line  of 
parapet,  but  the  intervening  woods  should  be  abatised  and  open  ground 
traversed  by  a  line  of  artificial  abatis,  and  infantry  parapets,  half-sunk 
batteries,  &c.,  placed  so  as  to  protect  these  obstructions  and  to  see  all 
the  irregularities  of  the  ground  not  now  seen  from  the  works.  Consid- 
erable work  is  also  required  in  the  way  of  roads,  the  amount  of  which 
I  cannot  state  with  any  precision.  Several  miles  of  roads  have  actually 
been  made.  The  works  themselves  would  be  very  much  strengthened 
by  caponieres  in  the  ditches,  additional  internal  block-houses,  or  defen- 
sive biuracks,  &c. 

The  aggregate  x>erimeter  of  all  the  works  is  about  15,500  yards,  or 
nearly  0  miles^  including  the  stockaded  gorges,  which,  however,  form  a 
small  proportion  of  the  whole,  requiring,  computed  according  to  the 
rule  adopted  for  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedj'as,  22,074  men  (about)  for  gar- 
risons. 

The  number  of  guns,  most  of  which  are  actually  mounted,  is  about 
fear  hundred  and  eighty,  requiring  about  7,200  men  to  furnish  three 
reliefs  of  gunners.  The  permanent  garrisons  need  consist  of  only  these 
gunners,  and  even  in  case  of  attack  it  will  seldom  be  necessary  to  keep 
fall  garrisons  in  all  the  works. 

The  total  garrisons  for  all  the  works  (one  hundred  and  fit\y-two  in 
number)  of  the  lines  of  Torres  Yedras  amounted  to  34,125  men;  and 
as  the  total  perimeters  are  nearly  proportional  to  the  total  garrisons,  it 
appears  that  the  lines  about  Washington  involve  a  magnitude  of  work 
of  about  two-thirds  of  that  in  the  three  lines  of  Torres  Yedras. 

The  works  themselves,  fewer  in  number,  are  generally  much  larger 
than  those  of  Torres  Yedras,  and  involve,  I  belie ve,  when  the  amount  of 
bomb-proof  shelter  in  ours  is  considered,  more  labor  per  yard  of  perim- 
eter; but  the  latter  lines  involved  a  greater  amount  of  auxiliary  work, 
such  as  the  scraping  of  mountain  slopes,  palisading,  abatis,  roads,  &c., 
than  we  have  had  occasion  to  make. 

The  lines  of  Torres  Yedras  were  armed  with  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pieces  of  ordnance  (12, 9,  or  6  pounders,  with  a  few  field  howitzers) ; 
ours  with  four  hundred  and  eighty  pieces,  of  which  the  greater  number 
are  32-pounders  on  barbette  carriages,  the  rest  being  24pounders  on 
the  same  carriages,  24-pounder  siege  guns,  10,  20,  and  30  pounder  rifled 
guns  (Parrott),  with  a  few  field  pieces  and  howitzers.  As  to  number  of 
guns,  therefore,  our  armament  approaches  to  equality  with  that  of  the 
famous  lines  mentioned ;  in  weight  of  metal  more  than  doubles  it. 

The  above  applies  to  our  works  as  now  nearly  completed,  and  has  no 
reference  to  the  additional  works  I  have  elsewhere  mentioned  as  here- 
after  necessary.  It  is  impossible  to  give  any  other  statement  of  actual 
cost  of  the  works  than  the  total  amount  expended  thus  far.  The  work 
has  been  done  partly  by  troops  and  partly  by  hired  laborers,  the  works 
north  of  the  Potomac  being  mostly  done  by  the  latter.  The  large 
amount  of  carpentry  in  magazine  frames  and  doors  and  blindages,  bar- 
rier gates,  stockades,  block-houses,  defensive  barracks,  &c.,  has  kept  a 
large  gang  of  carpenters  all  the  time  at  work,  and  caused  a  large  expend- 
iture for  lumber.  The  entire  amount  made  available  by  the  Department 
for  these  works  has  been  $344,053.46,  and  this  will  all  have  been  exi^ended 
(or  more)  by  the  end  of  the  present  month.  This  would  give  an  atenge 
of  a  little  over  $7,000  for  each  of  the  forty-eight  works;  but  of  course  the 
real  cost  of  them  has  been  very  unequal. 

The  importance  of  perfect  security  to  the  capital  of  the  United  States 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs  cau  scarcely  be  overestimated,  and  these 
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works  give  a  secority  which  mere  numbers  cannot  give,  and  at  not  a 
tithe  the  expense  of  defense  by  troops  alone. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  anything  like  a  reliable  estimate  of  what 
additional  amount  of  funds  will  be  required.  In  a  letter  to  the  Geneial- 
in- Chief  commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac,  of  December  6, 1  urged  an 
immediate  appropriation  of  $150,000,  and  this  appropriation  has  been 
asked  for  of  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Should  the  auxiliary  works  which  I  have  suggested  be  undertaken 
and  the  scarps  be  revetted,  I  believe  a  larger  sum  than  this  may  be 
judiciously  expended.  I  therefore  recommend  that  an  additional 
$100,000,  or  $250,000  in  all,  be  provided  for  the  continuation  and  com- 
pletion of  the  defenses  of  Washington.  These  works  acquire  new  im- 
portance if  the  probability  of  a  foreign  war  is  taken  into  consideration. 
In  view  of  this  new  importance,  of  the  semi-permanent  or  possibly 
permanent  necessity  for  such  works,  it  is  proper  to  suggest  that  early 
in  the  spring  the  scarps  be  protected  by  a  timber  or  thin  brick  revet- 
ment, and  the  exterior  and  other  slopes,  where  not  already  done,  be 
sodded,  and  that  wooilen  caponieres,  or  counterscarp  galleries,  be  ar- 
ranged to  tiank  all  unflanked  ditches — at  least  of  important  works.  The 
strengthening  of  the  profiles  where  necessary  has  already  been  men- 
tioned as  important. 

It  remains  with  me  to  express  my  sense  of  the  zeal  and  efficiency  with 
which  the  officers  of  engineers  serving  with  nie  since  April  have  dis- 
charged their  duties.  To  their  energy  Hud  skill  I  am  mainly  indebted 
for  the  successful  accomplishment  of  this  really  great  work,  and  I  feel 
that  I  have  a  right  to  say  that  for  the  safety  of  the  capital  in  the  hour 
of  its  greatest  danger ;  for  saving  the  cause  of  established  government 
and  the  Constitution  from  the  most  serious  blow  the  rebels  could  have 
inflicted,  the  country  owes  much  to  the  labors  of  the  engineers.  From 
their  great  experience  and  constant  association  with  me  since  April  the 
services  of  Colonels  Woodbury  and  Alexander  have  been  particularly 
important  in  the  laborious  reconnaissances  and  in  directing  the  execu- 
tion of  extensive  lines  of  works. 

General  Wright  laid  out  and  superintended  the  construction  of  Fort 
Ellsworth,  and  General  Kewton,  who  since  the  1st  of  September  until 
recently  had  charge  of  the  works  below  Four  Mile  Eun,  laid  out  and 
directed  the  construction  of  Fort  Lyon. 

Captains  Blunt  and  Prime,  Lieutenants  Comstock,  Houston,  McAIes- 
ter,  Robert,  Paine,  Cross,  Babcock,  and  Dutton  have  served  with  effi- 
ciency during  the  whole  or  part  of  these  constructions,  and  the  lamented 
Snyder  lost  his  life  from  over-zealousness  in  discharge  of  his  duties 
while  in  impaired  health  from  his  services  at  Charleston  Harbor  and 
Fort  Sumter.  Since  the  relief  of  Captain  Prime,  Lieut.  H.  L.  Abbot,  of 
the  Topographical  Engineers,  has  takea  his  place,  proved  himself  a 
most  energetic  and  valuable  assistant,  having  completed  Fort  Scott  and 
built  Forts  Eichardson  and  Barnard.  In  carrying  out  so  many  works 
at  the  same  time,  and  for  organizing  and  managing  the  large  bodies  of 
hired  laborers  employed,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  caH  in  the  aid 
of  civil  engineers,  not  only  because  the  engineer  officers  were  too  few  to 
keep  proper  supervision,  but  because  a  large  portion  of  those  under  my 
orders  have  been  called  oft'  to  other  duties,  such  as  the  organization  of 
bridge  trains,  the  instruction  of  engineer  troops,  &c.  Civil  Engineers 
Gunnel,  Frost,  Faber,  Childs,  and  Stone  have  rendered  valuable  serv- 
ices ;  also  Mr.  (now  major  of  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Volunteer  Eegi- 
ment)  Magruder.  I  should  also  express  my  warmest  acknowledgment 
to  Mr.  James  Eveleth,  of  your  office,  who,  as  disbursing  agent  and  pay- 
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master  of  the  large  bodies  of  hired  laborers,  has  performed  an  amount 
of  duty  I  should  hardly  have  expected  from  one  individual.  I  could 
wish  that  the  law  under  which  he  serves  the  Engineer  Department, 
might  be  so  modided  in  his  case  as  to  enable  him  to  receive  some  ade- 
quate compensation  for  the  extra  duties  he  has  voluntarily  assumed.  I 
should  have  mentioned,  in  connection  with  my  statement  of  the  amount 
actually  expended,  that  the  Tieasury  Department  has  advanced  over 
$20,000  on  account  of  the  defenses  of  Washington,  which  should  be 
refunded.  I  feel  it  my  duty  in  this  place  to  urge  that  Congress  should 
take  immediate  measnies  to  assess  the  land  and  other  damages  arising 
from  these  works  and  from  the  occupation  of  troops.  In  most  cases  the 
owners  are  ill  able  to  bear  temporarily  the  losses  to  which  they  have 
l>een  subjected. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  add  that  to  the  great  importance  attached  to 
these  works  by  the  commanding  general  (now  Commander-in-Chief),  to 
his  valuable  suggestions  aud  prompt  and  cordial  co-operation,  the 
present  state  of  efficiency  of  the  defenses  of  Washington  is  in  no  small 
degree  due. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  BARNARD, 
ifo;.  of  E7ig.j  Brig.  Qen.^  and  Chief  Eng.  Army  ofPoiomcLC, 


Oensbal  Obbebs,  \  Hdqbs.  Cobps  of  Obsebyation, 

K0..33.  f  Pooleavilley  December  10, 1861. 

In  compliance  with  Special  Orders^  No.  322,  of  December  6, 1861, 
headquarters  of  the  Army,  received  this  day,  the  undersigned  assumes 
military  supervision  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal. 

All  officers  commanding  lines  of  pickets  between  Great  Falls  and  the 
Monocacy  River  are  commanded,  and  all  officers  commanding  pickets 
and  lines  of  pickets  along  other  portions  of  the  canal  are  requested,  to 
give  all  aid  and  assistance  in  their  x>ower,  consistent  with  the  good  of 
the  service,  to  the  Canal  Company  authorities  in  the  preservation  and 
improvement  of  the  canaL 

CHAS.  P.  STONE, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


GEinsBAL  Obdebs,  )         Hdqbs.  Deft.  Westebn  Yibginia, 

No.  16.  )  Wheelingy  Fa.,  December  11, 1861. 

L   The  headquarters  of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  will 
until  further  orders  be  Wheeling,  Ya. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans : 

GEO.  L.  HARTSUFF, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 


Headquabtebs, 
Baltimore^  December  12, 1861. 

Hon.  S.  r.  CHASBy  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Sib  :  Iw  a  letter  to  you  of  the  5th  instant  I  mentioned,  in  connection 
with  a  recoounendation  of  two  persons  in  Accomac  and  Northampton 
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Coanties,  Virginia,  for  the  offices  of  collector  and  surveyor,  that  all  my 
information  from  these  counties  was  very  satisfactory.  I  have  to-day 
received  a  letter  from  General  £x)ckwood,  in  which  he  says  that  he  sum- 
moned all  the  magistrates  of  Accomac  County  before  him ;  that  they 
all  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  as  well  as  the  sheriff  and  his  deputies 
and  clerks.  He  adds :  ^' After  this  there  was  quite  a  rush  of  smaller 
officers  to  do  likewise."  He  was  to  go  in  a  day  or  two  after  to  North- 
ampton and  pursue  the  same  course.  He  has  made  but  a  single  arrest 
for  disloyalty. 

I  consider  the  restoration  of  these  counties  to  the  Union  complete, 
and  if  our  troops  were  to  be  entirely  withdrawn  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  would  be  no  movement  against  the  Ghovernment.  Of  the  3,200 
men  sent  from  here  I  have  brought  back  3^100.  There  are  about  1,000 
left  in  the  two  counties.  As  soon  as  convenient  I  trust  you  will  appoiot 
a  collector  and  surveyor. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-GeneraL 


Headquauters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  December  13, 18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

Assietant  Adjutant- Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  commander  of  the  Second  Brigade  reported  to  me  this  morning 
that  the  rebels  had  established  a  battery  opposite  to  Maryland  Pointy 
where  the  channel  makes  in  close  to  the  Virginia  shore,  which  promised 
to  give  our  transports  and  other  vessels  some  little  annoyance  in  as- 
cending the  river.  Not  being  able  to  give  it  a  personal  inspection.  I 
made  application  to  the  officer  commanding  the  second  division  of  tne 
flotilla  for  information  concerning  it.  In  reply  1  learn  that  it  is  a  field 
battery,  and  the  one  to  which  I  have  before  alluded.  It  is  a  light  field 
battery  of  six  rifled  pieces,  planted  on  the  bank  of  the  river  during  the 
day  and  removed  at  night.  It  has  a  regiment  or  two,  as  supports,  in 
its  vicinity. 

I  am  further  informed  that  vessels,  in  order  to  pass  up  and  down  the 
river,  have  to  pass  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  Virginia  shore, 
and  in  case  it  is  required  of  them,  in  my  opinion,  some  of  the  guns  of 
the  flotilla  can  with  advantage  exchange  shots  with  this  battel^,  as  it 
is  entirely  exposed :  they  have  longer  range,  and  are  not  more  exposed 
than  the  enemy.  But  for  the  broad  river  I  might  possibly  surprise 
them,  but  to  do  that  with  steamboats  is  almost  an  absurdity ;  I  have 
more  confidence  in  being  able  to  whip  them  than  I  have  in  being  able 
to  surprise  them  or  even  of  capturing  their  battery. 

About  2  o'clock  a.  m.  two  steamers  passed  fh)m  the  upper  to  the 
lower  flotilla,  when  they  were  saluted  with  two  discharges  ftom  the 
enemy's  heavy  rifled  gun.  It  fairly  shook  the  earth  on  this  side  of  the 
river.  This  was  the  only  effect  of  it.  Our  vessels  fired  a  few  shots  in 
answer  and  passed  on. 

I  can  remark  no  changes  either  in  location  or  number  of  the  rebel 
encampments. 

Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JOSEPH  HOOKERj 
Brig€tdier*Oeneralf  Commanding  Dimion. 
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HEABQITARTESS  noOKER'S  DIVISION, 

Camp  Baker^  Lower  PotomaCj  Marylandj  December  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant'Qeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

To-day  the  enemy  have  exposerl  a  battery  of  two  pieces  oq  a  bluff 
bank,  nearly  midway  between  Cockpit  and  Shipping  Points.  It  is  di- 
rectly across  the  river  from  the  head  of  Stamp  Neck.  The  battery  is 
concealed  fit)m  view  by  the  forest  in  which  it  is  planted,  but  from  the 
reports  of  the  pieces  and  the  accuracy  of  fire  it  is  the  opinion  that  the 
guns  were  taken  fix>m  what  is  called  the  Maryland  field  battery  of  12- 
I>oanders,  which  is  encamped  in  the  vicinity.  We  will  know  more  of 
this  in  a  day  or  two.  The  river  is  narrower  at  this  point  by  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  than  at  Shipping  Point,  but  as  the  channel  hugs  our  shore  a 
little  closer  than  at  Bndd's  Ferry,  the  difference  of  range  cannot  be  ma- 
teriaL  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  say  that  it  will  add  to  the  annoyance 
of  vessels  navigating  the  river. 

I  desire  to  c£dl  the  attention  of  the  M^jor-General  Commanding  to  the 
hazards  of  my  position  from  the  closing  of  the  river  by  ice.  From  the 
present  time  until  the  Ist  of  March  the  navigation  is  liable  to  be  in- 
terrupted fh)m  this  cause,  and  in  1855  it  was  continuously  susfiended 
for  a  perio<l  of  six  weeks.  It  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  the  Poto- 
mac to  be  frozen  over  to  its  mouth.  This  will  prevent  supplies  reach- 
ing us  either  from  Washington  or  Baltimore. 

I  have  not  visited  Liverpool  Point  for  several  days,  but  learn  that 
our  mechanics  are  making  good  progress  with  our  store-house. 
Very  respectfully,  &c , 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Qeneraly  Commanding  Division. 


[Wheeling,]  December  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Geo.  L.  Thomas,  Waahingtonj  D.  C.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  inibrmation  of  the  Commanding 
General,  my  return  to  this  place.  The  general  orders  of  the  30th  have 
been  executed,  except  as  to  the  four  more  regiments  to  Kentucky.  The 
state  of  affieiirs  now  existing  should  be  brought  to  the  Oenerars  atten- 
tion, as  it  may  require  his  orders  for  a  delay.  There  is  a  strong  force 
reported  on  the  headwaters  of  Sandy,  not  in  my  department.  There 
is  a  direct  turnpike  road  from  Charleston  to  Sandy  and  from  Sandy  to 
Baleigh.  Our  stores  are  ordered  up  to  Fayette,  Gauley,  Charleston, 
&c  Would  it  not  be  well  not  to  thin  still  more  the  scattered  forces 
until  we  see  if  an  expedition  cannot  be  arranged  to  cut  off  this  rebel 
forcef  Sandy  region  ought,  it  seems  to  me,  to  belong  to  this  department. 
Will  the  Commanding  General  allow  me  to  come  to  Washington  and  see 
him  in  reference  to  these  and  many  other  details  relating  to  the  good  of 
our  service  f 

W.  S.  ROSBCRANS. 


Adjutant-Gbneeal's  Office, 
Waehingtonj  D.  C,  December  16, 1801. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  F.  Kellet,  U.  8.  Serviccj  Bomneyj  Va.  : 

The  news  ftom  Virginia  is  that  you  are  to  be  attacked  by  some  7,000 
or  8,000  men,  probably  from  Winchester.  It  is  supposed  troops  enough 
to  repel  them  have  been  ordered  to  join  yon. 

L.  THOMAS,  AiHutant-Oeneral. 
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Fredebiok,  Md.,  December  16, 1861 — ^9  o'clock. 

Colonel  Leonard,  Williamspart : 

Let  the  Illinois  regiment  go  at  once.    Be  ready  to  move  yoorself. 
Messenger  on  the  road. 

N.  P.  BANES, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divisum, 


Fbederigk,  Md.,  December  16, 1861 — 10  p.  m. 

Colonel  Leonard,  Commanding  at  Williamsport : 

Sir:  We  have  report  to-nigbt  at  9  o'clock  that  General  Kelley  may 
be  attacked  to-night — ^perhaps  from  Winchester.  Be  ready  to  assist  him 
with  all  your  disposable  force.  The  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment  will 
leave  at  daybreak  for  your  post,  with  a  section  of  artillery.  Yon  can 
order  them  on  to  Bomney,  if  necessary,  and  call  upon  us  for  more 
troops,  if  they  are  wanted.  Do  not  fail  to  be  ready  to  move  at  the  first 
c^ill.  Send  messengers  towards  Kelley  for  news  and  telegraph  us  often. 
The  Adjutant-General  telegraphs  to  night  that  you  should  dispose  of 
the  arms  sent  to  Williamsport  as  follows.:  Three  thousand  for  the 
Lamon  brigade ;  two  thousand  to  be  sent  to  Bomney,  by  the  way  of 
Hancock,  for  the  Pennsylvania  regiments.  This  was  the  first  order, 
and  it  is  repeated  again  to-night  by  telegraph.  Be  on  the  alert,  and 
keep  us  posted.  We  had  a  verbal  report  from  Colonel  Link,  Twelfth 
Indiana,  that  rebels  threatened  to  cross  the  river  tonight  at  or  near 
Sharpsburg.  Do  you  know  that  danger  of  that  kind  exists!  The  mes- 
senger said  he  had  lost  his  dispatches,  but  gave  us  the  substance. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Division, 


Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington^  December  18, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Rosecrans,  U.  S.  A.,  Wheeling^  Va.  : 

The  General-in-Chief  says  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  come  to  Wash- 
ington. General  Buell  has  made  dispositions  tor  the  Big  Sandy  Val- 
ley. Co-operate  with  him  if  necessary,  and  also  look  to  valley  of  Guy- 
andotte,  especially  Logan  Court-House. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  GeneraL 


General  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Potohao, 

Ko.  56.  f  Washingtony  December  19, 1861. 

I.  Inasmuch  as  some  misunderstanding  appears  to  prevail  on  the 
subject  of  passes  within  the  limits  of  this  army,  the  existing  regula- 
tions on  the  subject  are  republished  for  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 

1.  No  civilian  can  cross  the  Potomac  into  Virginia  without  a  pass 
signed  by  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington,  or  given  at  these  head- 
quarters, or  at  the  headquarters  of  the  army. 

Civilians  not  suspected  of  disloyalty  do  not  need  a  pass  to  enable 
them  to  travel  within  the  section  of  country  north  of  the  Potomac. 
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2.  No  civilian  needs  a  paas  to  cross  the  Potomac  from  Virginia  into 
Washington. 

3.  Division  and  brigade  commanders  and  provost-marshals  (except 
the  provost-marshal  of  Washington)  have  no  authority  to  grant  passes 
to  civilians  to  cross  the  Potomac  at  all,  unless  the  civilians  be  employed 
in  connection  with  the  army,  in  wliich  case  that  fact  will  be  stated  on 
the  pass. 

4.  Division  and  regimental  commanders,  the  military  governor  and 
commander  at  Alexandria,  and  the  commanders  of  bodies  of  troops  not 
brigaded  south  of  the  Potomac  may  give  passes  to  officers  and  soldiers 
and  to  civilians  connected  with  the  army  to  cross  and  recross  the 
bridges  and  ferries. 

Commanders  of  troops  not  brigaded  will  state  on  the  pass  the  fact 
of  their  exercising  such  comm}»nd.  If  the  individual  passed  over  be 
on  official  business,  the  pass  should  so  state.  A  soldier's  furlough  or 
an  officer's  order  of  leave  of  absence^  issued  from  the  proper  source, 
are  sufficient  evidences  of  authority  to  cross  the  Potomac  going  on 
leave. 

5.  Xo  wine,  beer,  or  ardent  spirits,  unless  they  be  for  hospital  or  sub- 
sistence stores,  or  the  private  stores  of  an  officer,  for  his  own  use, 
(when  they  should  be  so  marked,)  shall  pass  the  guards  at  any  bridge 
or  ferry  on  the  Potomsic  or  the  guards  of  any  camp  or  barracks,  with- 
out a  pass  from  the  provost-mar&al  of  Washington  to  cover  the  stores, 
or  from  these  headquarters. 

6.  Loyal  citizens,  residents  within  our  lines  south  of  the  Potomac, 
after  having  visited  Washington,  must  have,  to  return  to  their  homes, 
passes  signed  by  the  provost-marshal  of  Washington.  Certificates  as 
to  their  loyalty,  from  brigade  or  division  commanders  within  the  limits 
of  whose  command  they  reside,  would  have  the  effect  to  enable  the  pro- 
vost-marshal to  decide  promptly  upon  the  propriety  of  furnishing  them 
with  passes. 

7.  Commanders  of  the  troops  about  Washington  north  of  the  Poto- 
mac can  give  no  passes  to  any  description  of  person  to  cross  the  river. 

II.  All  fast  riding  or  driving  by  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  streets  of 
Washington  is  prohibited. 

The  provost-marshal  is  directed  to  enforce  this  order. 

Officers  dispatching  mounted  messengers  conveying  papers  will  state 
upon  the  envelope  of  the  dispatches  the  gait  the  messenger  is  to  take^ 
whether  a  walk,  a  trot,  or  a  gallop. 

The  same  directions  may  be  indicated  by  the  seals  on  an  envelope — 
one  seal  for  the  walk,  two  for  the  trot,  and  three  for  the  gallop.  Offi- 
cers will  be  held  responsible  for  the  instructions  they  give  to  mounted 
orderlies  as  to  the  gait  of  the  messenger. 

III.  Quartermasters  will  instruct  their  wagon-masters  and  teamsters 
that  trains  passing  through  the  streets  of  Washington  shall  leave  an 
interval  equal  to  the  width  of  the  street  between  every  10  wagons. 
Unnecessary  locking  of  wheels  is  prohibited. 

IV.  Neither  division  nor  brigade  commanders  can  give  leaves  of 
absence  to  officers  or  furloughs  to  soldiers  to  leave  this  army  at  all. 
Neither  officer  nor  soldier  can  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  this  army 
without  permission  from  these  headquarters.  Leaves  of  absence  for 
foity-eight  hours  and  furloughs  for  the  same  period,  not  to  go  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  army,  may  be  given  by  the  division  and  brigade 
commanders. 

The  commanding  generals  at  Baltimore^  Frederick,  and  Poolesville 
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are  excepted  from  the  above  restrictions,  in  so  far  that  they  may  ap- 
prove forlonghs  for  soldiers,  restricting  them  to  cases  of  urgent  neces- 
sity and  for  short  periods  of  time,  and  may  grant  leaves  of  absence  to 
ofiicers  for  forty-eight  hours  to  pass  beyond  the  limits  of  this  army. 

There  are  frequent  cases  of  commanding  officers  ordering  individuals 
to  proceed  beyond  the  limits  of  their  superiors'  commands  without 
their  consent  or  authority.  This  practice  must  be  discontinued.  The 
rights  of  command  can  only  be  exercised  within  the  proper  sphere  of 
command. 

By  command  of  Miyor-Oeneral  McGlellan : 

8.  WILLIAMS, 
A89i8tant  Adjutant-Oenerak 


OAHP  BAKBBy  LOWEB  POXOMAO,  MARYLAND, 

December  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant-Oenerdlj  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Obnebal  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  received  firom  your  office 
this  evening,  instructions  have  been  given  for  requisitions  to  be  pre- 
pared for  forage  and  subsistence  stores  for  this  division  for  six  weeks, 
They  will  be  tbrwarded  to  the  proper  officers  by  to-morrow  morning's 
steamer. 

A  small  schooner  passing  down  the  river  under  gentle  sail  drew  the 
fire  this  forenoon  of  all  the  rebel  batteries.  She  presented  so  tsdr  an 
object,  and  was  gliding  along  so  leisurely,  that  the  enemy  were  tempted 
to  expend  some  eighty  or  ninety  shots  on  her,  but  she  passed  them  all 
unharmed.  If  ever  they  should  saoceed  in  ciippling  one  of  our  vessels, 
and  attempt  to  take  it,  you  must  not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  a  conflict  on 
the  water.  It  will  be  necessary  to  rescue  her,  whether  of  any  value  or 
not^  for  the  effect  it  will  produce  on  my  troops.  If  I  cannot  control 
their  irritation  at  these  frequent  exhibitions  of  power,  it  appears  to  me 
to  be  my  duty  to  pi^vent  their  witnessing  any  of  its  triumphs. 

I  have  received  this  evening  another  report  firom  Msyor  Chapman, 
dated  the  18th  instant,  of  the  operations  of  his  command  in  the  south- 
em  extremity  of  the  btate.  Inclosed  you  will  receive  such  extracts 
from  it  as  will  be  of  interest  or  value  to  you.*  The  prisoner  James  B. 
Loker  will  be  forwarded  to  the  provost-marshal  in  Washington  tomorrow 
morning.  Directions  will  be  given  for  the  captured  mail  and  money  to 
be  delivered  with  this  report.  The  property  reported  as  having  been 
taken  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  received. 

The  inteUigence,  energy,  and  good  conduct  displayed  by  Major  Chap- 
man and  his  comnumd  in  the  service  in  which  they  are  engaged  merit 
and  will  receive  my  commendation. 

The  Third  Indiana  Cavalry  have  been  on  the  wing  almost  all  the 
time  since  they  joined  me,  singly  and  in  bodies,  and  I  have  yet  to  learn 
of  the  first  irregularity.  The  conduct  of  the  enlisted  men  is  as  exem- 
plary in  the  absence  of  authority  as  it  is  when  present.  It  seems  that  no 
example,  no  temptation,  can  lead  them  astray. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier- Generalj  Commanding 

*  Not  found. 
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OeIVEBAL  ObDEBS,  >         HdQBS.  DEPT.  of  WESTBBN  YIB0INIA, 

No.  20.  I  Wheding,  W.  Va.j  December  20,  1861. 

I.  Both  banks  of  the  Ganley  and  £[anawha  Bivers  and  all  ^at  por- 
tion of  this  deportment  lyin^  south  of  them  will,  nntil  fhither  orders, 
constitute  a  distriot,  to  be  eedled  the  District  of  the  Kanawha,  and 
will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox.  •  •  •  The  order 
creating  the  Kanawha  Brigade  is  hereby  revoked. 

II.  lliat  portion  of  the  department  lying  south  of  the  railroad,  west 
of  Cheat  Moantain,  indading  it,  and  extending  southward  to  the 
District  of  the  Kanawha,  will  constitute  a  district,  to  be  called  the 
Cheat  Mountain  District,  to  be  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Mil- 
roy.    •    •    • 

III.  The  railroads  in  the  dei)artment,  with  the  posts  on  them,  will 

constitute  the  Bailroad   District,  to   be  commanded   by  Brigadier* 

General  Kelley. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  Rosecrans : 

GEO.  L.  HART8XTFF, 

Assistant  Adjuiant- General. 


Heabquabtebs  Abtillebt  Besebye, 

December  22, 1861. 

General  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- GenertUj  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal  :  I  have  respectfully  to  call  attention  to  the  want  of  men 
in  the  batteries  of  the  reserve.  The  number  of  companies  present  is 
seventeen  j  total  strength  required  for  seventeen  batteries,  2,550.  There 
are  but  thirteen  batteries,  two  companies  being  united  in  four  cases  in 
the  same  battery.  The  number  of  men  required  for  thirteen  batteries 
is  1,950.  The  total  number  of  enlisted  men  reported  this  morning  as 
belonging  to  the  companies,  (including)  69  reported  absent,  is  1,435. 

To  complete  fully  the  thirteen  batteries  would  therefore  require  500 
men ;  to  complete  the  seventeen  batteries  1,100  are  required ;  from  400 
to  1,000  men  would  probably  answer. 

I  respectfully  urge  that  some  means  be  taken  to  furnish  recruits  to 
these  batteries.  They  are  commanded  many  of  them  by  experienced 
officers,  and  are  supplied  with  old  non-commissioned  officers,  whose  serv- 
ices it  is  important  to  make  available  to  the  fullest  extent.  If  special 
recruiting  rendezvous  cannot  be  established,  recruits  may  possibly  be 
obtained  from  the  regiment  of  volunteers  by  discharging  from  the  serv- 
ice those  who  are  willing  to  re-enlist  from  the  batteries,  with  a  promise 
that  they  shall  be  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  war  if  they  desire  it. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  HUNT, 
CoUmelj  Commanding. 


Executive  Department, 
Wheeling^  Va.y  December  24,  1861. 

Hon.  Simon  Camebon,  Secretary  of  War,  Washington^  D,  C. : 

Sib:  For  some  time  past  I  have  felt  the  necessity  of  altering  the 
Military  Department  of  Western  Virginia  at  the  dividing  line  between 
Virginia  and  Kentucky.    There  ought  to  be  a  separate  division,  embrac- 
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ing  the  waters  of  the  Gnyandotte  River  and  all  that  part  of  Kentucky 
drained  by  the  waters  of  the  Big  Sandy,  or  all  of  that  part  of  Ken- 
tacky  drained  by  the  waters  of  the  Big  Sandy  should  be  added  to  the 
Western  Virginia  Department — ^perhaps  the  latter  would  he  the  best — 
and  assign  a  brigadier  to  that  section,  which  has  suffered  somewhat  for 
the  want  of  a  brigadier  in  the  valley  of  the  Sandy  and  Gnyandotte, 
who  would  enforce  better  the  administrative  discipline  of  the  army. 

For  the  efficiency  of  the  army  I  think  there  ought  to  be  two,  if  not 
three  more  brigadiers  in  Western  Virginia,  and  there  should  be  a  major- 
general  in  command  of  the  division. 

Upon  the  subject  of  brigadiers,  if  it  is  the  policy  to  appoint  merely 
politicians,  without  reference  to  their  military  exx)erience,  I  desire  to 
claim  the  rights  of  Virginia  in  the  appointments.  If,  however,  the 
administration  should  decide  to  appoint  from  the  Begular  Army  men 
of  military  education  fit  for  the  position,  without  reference  to  locality, 
I  shall  be  satisfied,  and  would  decidedly  recommend  that  course.  It 
is  military  knowledge  and  discipline  that  are  going  to  make  the  army 
effective. 

With  this  view  I  would  call  your  attention  to  Major  Crawford  and 
Captain  Hartsnff,  of  the  Eegular  Army.  From  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  these  men  I  am  favorably  impressed  with  them  as  men  of  large 
views  and  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  country.  They  have 
been  in  Western  Virginia  from  the  commencement  of  the  war  and  are 
identified  with  us.  They  understand  the  wants  and  the  necessities  of 
the  division. 

.  I  have  tried  to  inform  myself  of  General  Eosecrans'  operations  in 
Western  Virginia,  and  I  think  the  people  are  well  satisfied  with  his 
management  of  the  campaign.  I  have  been  unable  to  see  where  it 
cou?d  have  been  bettered,  and  would  respectfully  ask  that  he  be  ap- 
pointed major-gen<'ral  of  this  division,  and  the  whole  western  part  of 
the  State,  with  that  part  of  Kentucky  drained  by  the  waters  of  the 
Big  Sandy,  be  put  in  his  division. 

Excuse  me,  sir,  for  making  these  suggestions.    It  is  only  my  deep 
interest  in  the  cause  that  urges  me  to  this  liberty. 
I  am,  yours,  &c., 

F.  H.  PEIRPOINT. 


Washington,  D.  C,  December  26,  1861. 
Brigadier-General  Maboy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the  facili- 
ties for  passing  troops  across  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Will- 
iamsport. 

I  proceeded  to  Baltimore,  had  an  interview  with  the  president  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  who  says  the  employes  and 
such  lumber  asi  they  have  suitable  for  biidge  building  is  at  the  service 
of  the  Government.  The  company  has  all  the  lumber  necessary,  and  of 
suitable  size  for  building. 

From  Baltimore  I  proceeded  to  Sandy  Hook,  via  Frederick  City.  I 
found  the  water  low,  now  fordable,  and  upon  careful  inquiry  find  the 
river  is  not  usually  subject  to  rise  at  this  season.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
a  serviceable  flying  bridge  cannot  be  put  in  at  this  point,  nor  can  suffi- 
ciently extensive  ferries  be  established  upon  short  notice.  I  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  a  bridge  supported  upon  canal-boats.    Such  a 
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bridge  can  be  best  placed  abont  100  yards  above  the  remains  of  the  rail- 
road bridge,  to  enter  the  arsenal  yard  throngh  an  opening  in  the  arsenal 
wall. 

The  bridge  at  this  place  will  be  abont  800  feet  long,  requiring  between 
twenty  five  and  thirty  boats,  depending  upon  the  length  of  the  timbers 
used.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  Company  have  in  their  service 
GO  canal  boats,  and  will  have  upon  short  notice  the  number  required  for 
a  bridge  at  and  near  Sandy  Hook. 

The  lift-lock  of  the  canal  at  Sandy  Hook  is  in  ^ood  order.  The  pres- 
ident of  the  railroad  informed  me  that  a  sufficient  number  of  ships' 
anchors  to  anchor  the  bridge  can  be  procured  in  Baltimore.  Such 
bridge  can  be  constructed  in  a  short  time,  be  made  veiy  stable  and  serv- 
iceable for  all  purposes. 

A  good  ferry,  supported  upon  llat-boats  (a  great  many  flat-boats  can 
be  found  on  the  canal)  across  the  Shenandoah,  will  be  sufficient,  as  but 
a  small  number  of  men  need  be  placed  upon  Loudoun  Heights. 

I  visited  Williamsport  also.  There  is  now  a  ferry  there  capable  of 
carrying  the  four-horse  country  wagons  heavily  lo^e<l.  A  piece  of 
light  artillery  or  125  men  can  be  taken  at  once,  and  in  about  three  min- 
utes. It  is  held  by  a  wire  cable  six-eighths  or  seven-eighths  of  an  inch 
in  size.  An  extensive  ferry  might  be  quietly  establish^  there  by  using 
flat-boats.  Plank  and  light  lumber  can  be  found  in  sufficient  quantity 
at  WiUiamsport.  This  ferry  can  be  worked  by  a  cable  or  with  poles. 
The  river  is  now  fordable  at  this  place. 

I  was  also  requested  to  give  my  opinion  of  the  number  of  men  suffi- 
cient to  occupy  Martinsburg.  If  Loudoun  Heights  are  occupied  by  400 
or  500  infantry.  Keys'  Ferry  (across  the  Shenandoah),  with  a  like  num- 
ber of  men  and  one  or  two  pieces  of  artillery,  I  think  a  division  sufficient 
to  occupy  Martinsburg,  or  if  overwhelmed  to  make  a  safe  retreat  to 
Harper's  Ferry.  I  would  suggest  that  a  strong  detachment  should  be 
left  at  Charlestown  to  secure  the  rear.  While  such  move  is  being  made 
Winchester  could  be  threatened  by  forces  from  Komney,  and  when  Mar- 
tinsburg is  occupied  a  junction  can  be  made  with  the  troops  at  Han- 
cock via  Springfield.  Harper's  Ferry  need  be  occupied  by  a  garrison 
only.  As  it  would  be  necessary  to  leave  the  artillery  in  position  on 
the  Maryland  Heights,  I  think  General  Banks  should  be  re-enforced 
by  at  least  one  or  two  batteries  before  making  such  move. 

I  have  the  honor,  general,  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  BABOOCK, 
Corps  of  Engineers, 


Fbederick,  December  27, 1861—7,30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant- iSeneral J  Washington^  D,  C: 

All  is  quiets  A  scout  from  Virginia  states  that  the  enemy  have  re- 
tired to  Winchester ;  400  infantry  at  Martinsburg )  500  cavalry  scout- 
ing the  river ^  seven  guns  (34-pounders)  in  position  at  Winchester;  one 
54-pounder. 

General  Jackson  has  about  7,000  men — 4,000  volunteers,  rest  militia; 
twelve  light  guns,  one  rifled.  Kailroad  iron  of  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bail- 
road  piled  up  at  Charlestown  and  Halltowu. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

B.  MOERIS  COPELAND, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 
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Special  Obdbbs,  \         Hdqrs.  0£nebal  Banks'  Division, 

No.  3.  )  Frederick  Oity^  Md.,  January  5, 1862. 

1.  The  Forty-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvaqia  Volunteers  will  march  as 

early  as  practicable  to-morrow  morning,  January  6,  for  Williamsport, 

Md.,  carrying  with  it  all  its  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  with  two  days' 

rations  in  haversacks. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

2.  The  Third  Brigade,  CoL  D.  Donnelly  commanding,  will  march  im- 
mediately for  Hancock,  and  report  to  Brigadier-Gtoneral  Lander  at  that 

place  as  soon  as  possible. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  M%jor-Oeneral  Banks : 

E.  MORRIS  COPELAND, 

A8$%9tant  Adjwtant'OeneraL 


Hbadqtjabtebs  of  Division, 
Frederick^  Md.j  January  7, 1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Maboy,  Chief  of  Staffs  die,: 

Sib  :  It  would  not  have  occurred  to  me  to  have  transmitted  in  extenso 
all  the  dispatches  of  General  Lander  from  Hancock  had  he  not  requested 
it,  nor  should  I  have  suggested  to  the  Commanding  General  the  idea 
of  writing  upon  affairs  at  Hancock  had  I  anticipated  the  instructions 
which  passed  through  the  office  to-day. 

I  have  not  thought  it  my  duty  to  encourage  General  Lander's  views 
in  regard  to  our  crossing  tibe  river.  Had  the  event  indicated  in  my  in- 
structions occurred,  to  wit,  the  passage  of  the  Potomac  by  the  enemy, 
the  caU  would  have  been  more  imperative  and  reasonable ;  but  wo  have 
tboujs^ht  from  the  first  that  he  had  no  such  purpose.  All  the  features 
of  the  afiair  at  Hancock  resemble  closely  that  at  Williamsport  when  the 
attempt  was  made  to  destroy  the  dam,  and  seemed  to  be  a  cover  for  an 
attack  upon  the  railway  between  Cumberland  and  Hancock. 

Unless  the  enemy  had  crossed  the  river,  any  attempt  to  intercept  and 
cut  him  by  our  crossing  would  have  been  unsuccessful.  From  Bath  to 
Winchester  is  but  30  miles,  directly  south,  while  the  distance  fh>m  our 
camp  to  any  possible  point  of  interception  via  Harper's  Ferry  or  Shep- 
herdstown  would  have  been  more  than  double  the  distance,  with  a 
difficult  river  to  cross  and  recross,  for  which  we  had  no  adequate  ma- 
terial. It  would  have  resulted  in  almost  certain  &ilure  to  cut  off  the 
enemy,  and  brought  an  exhausted  force  into  his  presence  to  fight  him 
in  his  strongholds  at  Winchester.  In  either  case  it  promised  no  posi- 
tive prospect  of  success,  nor  did  it  exclude  large  chances  of  disaster. 
Every  intelligent  officer  here  familiar  with  the  plans  of  the  enemy  and 
the  features  of  the  country  confirmed  this  view  of  his  ultimate  purpose 
and  the  probable  results  of  a  forced  passage  of  the  river  as  suggested. 

I  beg  the  Conmiandiug  General  to  believe  that  my  division  will  face 
any  x)os8ible  danger  cheerfully  and  manfully  which  our  position  de- 
mands, but  I  hesitate  to  put  my  command,  without  orders,  upon  a  forced 
march  for  one  purpose,  without  any  certainty  of  success,  when  I  know 
that  without  any  agency  of  our  own,  and  by  the  natural  course  of  events, 
it  may  be  changed  to  another  fruitful  disaster.  Such  was  the  coui^se  of 
events  at  Ball's  Bluff.  It  began  in  a  reconnaissance  and  ended  in  a 
battle,  for  which  our  friends  were  not  prepared.  And  such  I  feared 
might  be  the  case  should  we  suddenly  cross  the  river  to  cut  oft'  the  re* 
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treat  of  tbe  enemy,  and  find  ourselves  unexpectedly  obliged  to  flee 
before  him  or  fight  him  in  his  intrenchmeuts. 

In  view  of  the  harassing  policy  adopted  by  the  enemy,  it  seems  to  be 
necessary  to  ke<;p  a  stronger  force  than  hitherto  on  the  important  points 
of  the  river.  The  forced  marches  we  are  obliged  to  make,  without  any 
real  service,  discourage  and  demoralize  the  troops,  and  greatly  weaken 
the  division  for  any  sudden  emergency.  We  have  now  but  four  smooth- 
bore 6-pounder  guns  with  the  division.  The  others  are  at  difi'erent 
points  of  the  river,  where  they  seemed  to  absolutely  required  on  account 
of  threatened  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  should  be  glad  to  know  if, 
by  any  combination  of  events  we  should  be  compelled  to  move  sud- 
denly, I  might  be  permitted  to  call  on  General  Dix  or  General  Stone 
for  assistance  in  artillery. 

I  beg  permission  to  suggest,  in  addition  to  the  observations  contained 
in  a  former  letter  upon  the  reconstruction  of  the  road,  that  until  we 
hold  so  much  of  the  country  through  which  it  passes  as  to  enable  us  to 
protect  the  whole,  it  will  avail  but  little  to  attempt  the  reconstruction 
of  any  part  of  it. 

I  can  only  add  to  the  suggestions  then  made  my  belief,  formed  upon 
recent  events,  that  the  enemy  will  resist  with  all  its  power  the  reopen- 
inf<  of  the  road.  This  does  not  change  my  opinion  as  to  its  practica- 
bility. It  demands,  however,  that  we  should  undertake  the  work  at 
our  own  time  and  with  full  preparation,  and  especially  that  we  should 
avoid  being  drawn  into  this  country  oy  adventitious  circumstances, 
promising  no  certain  good,  and  having  no  connection  and  offering  no 
support  to  the  great  work  in  contemplation. 

I  hope  lor  the  full  and  speedy  recovery  of  the  Commanding  General. 
That  he  may  soon  regain  his  strength,  and  not  allow  the  impatience  of 
Congress  or  of  the  people  to  move  him  from  the  development  of  his 
material  plans  for  one  moment,  is  the  eamiest  wish  of  one  who  wishes 
well  to  his  country  and  the  commander  of  its  forces. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General  J  Commanding  Divutwn, 


Headquabtbbs  Hookeb's  Division, 
Camp  BaJcer^  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  Janwiry  8, 1862. 

Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjutant'Oeneraly  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  rebel  force  in  my  fh>nt  has  been  con- 
siderably reduced  within  the  last  two  days.  At  the  time  the  last  de- 
serters came  in  to  my  camp  (January  3),  there  were  six  encampments 
visible  from  this  side  of  the  river;  now  I  can  see  but  two.  Not  know- 
ing but  the  smoke  of  their  camps  might  be  concealed  from  their  new 
moide  of  encamping,  which  is  that  of  excavating  tenements  on  the  side 
of  the  hills,  directions  were  given  to  my  pickets  to  observe  their  reveille 
and  tattoo  calls,  and  they  report  to  me  that  they  can  hear  but  those  of 
two  regiments.  I  therefore  conclude  that  some  of  the  regiments  have 
been  removed. 

Long  before  daylight  this  morning  a  heavy  cannonade  was  heard  to 
the  south,  which  turns  out  to  have  proceeded  from  two  or  three  vessels 
of  the  second  division  of  the  flotilla  ofi*  Aquia  Creek.  I  am  informed 
that  tJiey  were  engaged  in  shelling  a  rebel  camp,  but  as  it  was  done  in 
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the  night,  I  conclade  that  no  great  damage  was  done.   The  vessels  with- 
drew at  daylight.    Their  tire  was  not  returned. 

•  •••••• 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKEB, 
Brigadier-(}eneralj  Oomnuinding  IHvmon. 


Fayetteyille,  Ya.,  January  9, 1862. 

Gapt  Geoboe  L.  Habtstjfp, 

Asat.  Adjt,  Oen.j  U.  8.  Army^  Hdqrs,  Dept,  of  W,  Va, : 

Sib:  I  regret  to  say  that  the  railroad  expedition  has  for  the  present 
been  prevented  by  the  absolateiy  impassable  condition  of  the  roads. 
At  the  time  appointed  for  the  march  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  made  it 
improper  to  commence  so  long  a  march  as  was  contemplated,  and  Dr. 
Hayes,  the  brigade  surgeon,  was  of  opinion  that  only  the  last  necessity 
would  justify  it.  Since  then  we  have  had  rain;  the  snow  has  disap- 
peared, but  the  rain  is  unceasing,  and  the  roads  mud. 

My  efforts  to  obtain  information  have  been  unceasing.  I  have  now 
scouts  trying  to  get  to  the  railroad.  I  think  they  will  succeed.  M2\|or 
Comly,  at  Kaleigli,  is  untiring  in  making  reconnaissances,  sending  out 
scouts,  and  swearing  Union  men.  The  Twenty-sixth  leaves  as  soon  as 
possible  and  within  the  time  for  which  I  was  permitt^  to  keep  them. 
Notwithstanding  their  departure,  I  will  go  to  Princeton  as  soon  as  the 
roads  permit. 

The  militia  are  called  out  in  the  adjacent  counties  south,  but  I  fancy 
that  the  result  of  the  call  will  not  be  dangerous,  although  it  necessitates 
more  watchfulness  on  our  part.  I  think  that  the  people  here  are  under 
the  impression  that  rebellion  is  not  a  success.  Even  the  disloyal  in 
Southwestern  Virginia  think  so,  and  the  entering  upon  successive  points 
of  the  road  south  as  if  we  meant  to  stay  there  without  fear,  though  pre- 
pared for  serious  oppositiou,  indicates  something  stronger  than  bush- 
whacking. The  condition  of  this  command  is  in  most  respects  good. 
The  efforts  to  keep  up  efficient  guards  is  attended  with  more  difficulty 
than  anything  else. 

We  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  finding  the  arms  left  near  Dickerson's. 
There  are  there,  I  think,  some  200  or  300  muskets.  Intrenching  tools  in 
considerable  numbers  have  been  found  buried,  and  the  search  for  arms 
still  continues.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  SCAMMON, 
Colonelj  Commanding  Third  Provufiotial  Brigade, 


Fbedebige,  January  10,  1802—8.30  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oeobge  B,  MgGlellan,  Commanding: 

Dispatch  received.!  General  Williams  telegraphs  from  General  Kel- 
ley,  7.30  p.  m.,  that  Loring  was  18  miles  from  Bomney,  Winchester  road. 
Lander  falling  back  on  Cumberland.  Three  regiments,  one  section  artil- 
lery, marched  this  morning  for  Romney.    Two  cavalry  companies  move 

'Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
tNot  foaud. 
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to-night.  Have  ordered  him  to  pat  so  much  of  his  brigade  in  readi- 
ness to  march  as  can  be  spared,  lie  has  live  regiments  and  four  guns. 
Fears  to  part  with  more  artillery.  Can  spare  inrantry.  I  think  enemy 
reported  at  Bath  again  moving  on  Hancock;  not  believed  by  General 
Williams. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major  Oeneral,  Commanding  IXivision, 


January  10, 1862. 

Hon.  Simon  Cameron,  Secretary  of  War : 

Mr.  David,  the  person  in  charge  of  the  telegraph  at  General  Kelley's 
headquarters,  Cumberland,  sends  me  the  following  this  p.  m. : 

General  Lander  has  information  which  leads  him  to  believe  that  Jackson  is  advanc- 
ing on  Springfield.  If  tme,  he  will  have  to  fall  back  on  Now  Creek.  Telegram  to 
General  Kelley  from  Big  Cacapon  says  a  country  clerk  from  Bath  reports  Jackson's 
force  16,000,  made  up  of  militia  from  Morgan,  Frederick,  Berkeley « and  Hampshire 
Counties,  and  regnlars  from  Georsia,  Arkansas,  Tennesstee,  aud  Virginia.  Thinks 
militia  numbers  3.000.  He  counted  twenty-four  pieces  of  artillery,  two  of  them  32* 
ponnders. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

ANSON  STAGER 


Headquabtebs  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  Potomac^  Maryland^  January  11, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams: 

Since  my  interview  with  the  M^or-General  Commanding  on  Friday 
last  it  has  suggested  itself  to  me  that  it  might  not  be  unimportant  for 
him  to  be  informed  of  the  facilities  at  Port  Tobacco  for  embarking 
troops.  The  wharf  at  the  town  is  50  feet  long,  with  9  feet  water  at 
high  tide.  Three  miles  below,  on  the  bay,  troops  can  step  from  the 
shore  on  to  vessels  drawing  not  over  5  or  6  feet  water.  This  town  is  32 
miles  distant  from  Washington,  with  better  roads  than  those  leading 
to  my  camp. 

The  piles  for  my  wharf  are  nearly  all  driven  and  many  of  them 
capped.  It  will  be  300  feet  long,  of  the  form  of  an  L,  and  wide  enough 
for  a  four-horse  wagon  to  turn  on  it  without  diliiculty  at  the  outer  ex- 
tremity.   There  I  will  have  6  feet  water.    (This  is  at  Eum  Point.) 

To-morrow  I  propose  to  send  the  pile-driver  to  Liverpool  Point,  where 
I  shall  require  it  a  couple  of  days.  A  wharf  there  of  60  feet  in  length 
will  give  me  6  feet  water.    These  two  wharves  are  indispensable. 

Since  my  return  from  Washington  I  have  learned  that  a  negro  on 
the  steamer  Fi  eebom  visited  the  neighborhood  of  Aquia  and  brought 
away  his  wife  and  children.  He  reports  the  number  of  troops  in  that 
vicinity  to  be  that  already  communicated.  He  is  ready  and  willing  to 
\isit  that  district  any  night.  Brooke's  Station  is  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Potomac  Eiver,  where  the  railroad  bridge  crosses  that  river,  and  6  miles 
from  Aquia  bridge,  about  300  feet  in  length.  From  Brooke's  Station  to 
Fredericksburg  is  7  miles.  Three  bridges  cross  Ra])pahannock  at  this 
town.  The  railroad  bridge  stands  on  stone  piers,  and  is  about  600  feet 
in  length.  The  others  are  wooden  bridges,  one  about  one-third  of  a 
mile,  Uie  other  about  one  mile  &om  the  railroad  bridge.    I  can  learn  of 
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the  presence  of  but  few  troops  in  tiie  vicinity  of  Fredericksbnrg.  They 
are  to  be  found  in  small  bodies  and  at  long  intervals  along  the  shores 
of  the  Potomac.  A  prisoner  sent  to  Washington  yesterday  informed 
me  of  about  1,800  stationed  around  Komini  Bay.  My  belief  is  that  the 
great  majority  of  the  rebel  forces  are  encami>ed  well  in  the  advance,  in 
anticipation  of  their  inability  to  move  promptly  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 
I  have  no  changes  to  report  in  my  immediate  front. 
Very  respectMly,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOEEB, 
(hneraXj  Gomnuinding  ZHvisum. 


Headquabtbbs  Hooebb's  Division, 
Camp  BaJcery  Lower  FotomaOj  Maryland^  January  12, 1863. 

Brig.  Oen.  8.  Williams. 

Adjutant-Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomao : 

Gbnbbal  :  The  Pensacola  passed  the  batteries  about  5  o^cIock  this 
morning  unharmed.  Fifteen  or  twenty  shots  were  fired  by  the  rebels 
as  she  descended  the  river,  when  she  must  have  been  lost  sight  of  from 
that  shore.  From  the  Maryland  shore  an  indefinable  dark  object  was 
all  that  my  pickets  could  see  of  her; 

Later  in  the  day  the  rebels  were  very  active  with  their  heavy  guns, 
and  blazed  away  at  almost  every  object  that  presented  itself,  whether 
within  the  range  ot  their  guns  or  not.  To  me  it  seemed  like  an  ebullition 
of  anger  on  the  escape  of  the  Pensacola,  for  they  had  evidently  made 
unusual  preparation  to  receive  her.  Their  accumulation  of  ammunition 
was  afterwards  expended  on  objects  of  little  or  no  importance  and  with- 
out result 

It  is  deserving  of  remark  in  the  history  of  these  heavy  batteries, 
that  during  my  sojourn  here  the  enemy  have  discharged  them  not 
less  than  5,000  times,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  single  shot  which 
struck  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  a  few  days  since,  while  she  was 
engaged  in  exchanging  shots  with  them,  not  a  vessel  has  been  damaged 
in  navigating  the  river  nor  the  skin  of  a  person  broken  on  our  shore. 

I  regi-et  to  learn  that  one  of  our  barges  was  sunk  two  or  three  days 
since,  oft'  Alexandria,  while  on  her  way  with  stores  for  this  camp.  She 
is  now  at  Bum  Point.  I  am  informed  that  she  has  on  board  stores  from 
all  of  the  departments,  and  1  hope  with  care  that  no  great  loss  wiU  be 
suffered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 


Office  of  Chief  Engineer,  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

January  13, 1862. 

General  S.  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-OenercU: 

General:  I  deem  it  my  imperative  duty,  after  many  representa- 
tions to  headquarters  and  to  the  chief  of  artillery  on  the  subject  of  gar- 
risoning the  fortifications  and  pi-eserving  them  from  dilapidation,  to 
Ciill  the  attention  of  the  Commanding  General  again  to  the  subject,  and 
to  say  that  unless  more  effective  measures  are  tal^en,  these  works,  with 
their  armament,  must  fall  into  ruin. 
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General  Barry  informed  me  on  Saturday  that  General  WadR  worth  had 
written  to  him  that  mach  of  the  board  revetment  of  Fort  Eamsay  had 
been  stripped  off  by  the  men,  and  asked  for  permission  to  use  the  rest. 
Colonel  Alexander  reports  to  me  that  he  found  Fort  Corcoran  on  Sat- 
urday in  a  shocking  condition  from  neglect;  that  the  guns  are  not  used 
at  all,  and  some  appeared  to  require  adjustment  of  platforms  to  be  capa- 
ble of  use. 

The  whole  line  of  works  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Eastern  Branch  and 
thence  along  its  eastern  shore  to  the  Potomac  again — ^twenty-eight  works 
— are  without  garrisons;  the  small  guards  placed  at  them  are  changed 
daily  (I  believe).  Of  course  they  have  no  idea  of  what  is  required  to 
keep  the  armament  or  earthwork  in  condition  (which  indeed  is  not 
much  a  part  of  their  duty),  and,  as  represented  to  me^  perform  even 
their  duties  as  guard  very  inefficiently. 

Tliese  ungarrisoned  works  have  now  200  guns  mounted,  for  which  no 
ammunition  can  be  supplied  until  there  are  garrisons,  or  at  least  ord- 
nance sergeants  to  care  for  it.  (At  the  present  time  I  am  obliged  to  keep 
hired  men  at  most  of  the  finished  works  to  look  after  public  property.) 

I  need  scarcely  say  that  if  circumstances  called  for  the  action  of  these 
works  against  an  enemy,  it  would  require  much  time  for  the  Ordnance 
Department  to  supply  them  all  with  ammunition.  I  look  upon  the  gar- 
risoning of  these  works — ^thatis,  with  artillerymen — as  under  all  circum- 
stances indispensable,  and  an  absolutely  necessary  preliminary  to  any 
offensive  operations  of  the  Army.  Such  offensive  operations,  if  made 
against  distant  points,  may  throw  the  defense  of  Washington,  against 
the  bulk  of  the  enemy's  forces,  upon  these  works  (assistetl  by  reserves); 
or,  as  at  Bull  Bun,  it  is  in  the  range  of  possibilities  that  adisaster  in  the 
field  may  paralyze  our  active  army,  or  throw  it  back  disorganized,  to 
rally  under  protection  of  these  works.  Not  only  that  they  should  fulfill 
such  purposes,  but  be  preserved  from  dilapidation,  requires  efficient  gar- 
risoning, and  some  more  efficient  system  of  supervision  or  command 
than  has  yet  been  established. 

In  some  cases  (as  of  the  works  in  charge  of  the  Fourteenth  Massa- 
chusetts and  Fourth  Connecticut)  the  commanding  officers  and  subor- 
dinates feel  pride  in  preserving  their  works  in  perfect  order.  Such  is 
not  always  the  case,  as  the  use  and  importance  of  the  works  are  not  ap- 
preciated, and  where  it  is  not,  we  may  expect  to  see  the  timber  work 
and  abatis  converted  into  tent  floors  and  fire- wood.  The  uses  and  serv- 
ices expected  from  this  enormous  work  we  have  made  at  an  expense  of 
a  half  million  of  dollars  (armament  not  included)  will  not  be  rendered 
without  careful  preservation  and  efficient  garrisons;  and  that  these  last 
should  be  efficient,  a  number  of  regular  artillery  officers  of  rank  are  re- 
quired to  visit  such  work  every  daj^^,  attend  to  and  enforce  the  drill,  and 
see  that  the  work  and  armament  are  properly  cared  for. 
Veiy  respectfully, 

J.  G.  BABNABD, 

Chief  Engineer^ 

Wheeling,  January  13, 1862. 
Adjutant-Oeneral  Thomas  : 

I  transmit  the  following  for  the  information  of  the  General-in-Chief, 
whom  I  have  this  morning  informed  of  the  available  force  in  the  depart- 
ment this  side  of  Kanawha  Valley : 

HUTTONSVILLE,  Jantuny  13. 

At  the  four  posts  of  Beverly.  Hnttonsville,  Elk  Water,  and  Cheat  Moantain  there 
Is  aboat  a  milhon  dollars'  wortn  of  QoYermBent  property.    Sebels  kno«r  this  and  oor 
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weaknefls,  and»  mmor  says,  are  concentrating  a  large  force  at  Monterey  to  rtstal'.ato 
the  HattoQtiviHe  blow.  I  de8ire  force  enough  to  give  me  some  chance.  Can  I  have 
them  f    Plenty  of  provisions  here. 

R.  H.  MILROY, 
Brigadier'  General. 

General,  I  wait  instmctions  thereon. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Department  op  State, 

Washington^  January  14, 1862. 

To  the  Secretary  op  War  : 

Sir  :  I  inclose  and  invite  your  attention  to  the  accompanying  com- 
munication from  Brigadier  Greueral  Shields  to  Major-General  McGlellany 
offering  suggestions  npon  the  conduct  of  the  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  SEWAED. 

[Inclosare.] 

Washington,  January  10, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McGlellan, 

Cammander-in-Chie/y  XI.  S.  Army: 

General  :  Profiting  by  your  kind  and  instructive  suggestions  the 
other  day,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  throwing  out  a  few  bints  in  rela- 
tion to  the  general  mode  of  prosecuting  this  war,  and  respectfully  pre- 
sent them  for  your  consideration. 

Richmond  in  the  East  and  Memphis  at  the  West  are  the  two  domi- 
nating objective  points  of  the  Southern  Gonfederacy  in  this  war.  The 
I>ossession  of  these  points  will  break  the  power  of  that  Gonfederacy. 
Every  military  effort  should  be  directed  to  the  attainment  of  this  object 
Every  employment  of  force  in  Missouri,  Western  Virginia,  or  around 
the  coast  (except  in  support  of  ^e  blockade),  which  does  not  directly 
or  indirectly  bear  upon  the  capture  of  these  points,  is  a  waste  of  force. 
Tlie  movement  against  Richmond  is  the  principal  one,  and  the  other 
must  be  subordinate  to  it  Richmond  can  be  reached  by  some  one  of 
the  following  routes,  without  encountering  very  serious  military  obsta- 
cles :  James  River,  York  River,  or  the  Rappahannock.  There  is  doubt- 
less abundant  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Department  to  deter- 
mine this  point  with  certainty.  In  the  absence  of  this  information  I 
will  assume  that  the  route  by  Yprktown  is  the  most  eligible. 

The  capture  of  Yorktown  would  be  the  first  important  operation  of 
the  campaign.  With  such  assistance  as  the  Navy  may  be  able  to  lend, 
an  army  of  20,000  men  of  all  arms,  embracing  as  many  regulars  as  pos- 
sible, in  addition  to  the  force  already  at  Fort  Monroe,  would  make  the 
result  certain. 

In  the  ojierations  against  Yorktown  nothing  should  be  left  to  acci- 
dent Nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  assault  upon  their  works  ought  to 
be  attempted  in  the  first  stages  of  the  campaign.  The  place  should  be 
carried  by  regular  and  systematic  approaches,  if  only  to  instruct  the 
men  and  accustom  them  to  work  under  fire  and  work  and  move  and 
operate  together.  Six  weeks  will  suffice  for  the  reduction  of  Yorktown, 
and  six  weeks  before  that  place  will  give  the  men  an  amount  of  steadi- 
ness and  practical  discipline  which  they  cannot  get  in  six  months 
around  Washington.  The  better  to  insure  the  success  of  this  move- 
ment, the  army  may  be  assembled  outside  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  strong 
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and  threatening  demonstrations  and  even  sabstantial  preparations  may 
be  made  for  a  movement  on  Noi*t'olk.  This  may  be  made  in  such  a  way 
as  to  deceive  them  as  to  our  first  purpose^  and,  if  so,  a  sudden  spring 
on  Yorktovvn  may  make  its  capture  an  easy  matter,  or  at  all  events 
certain.  Once  in  our  hands,  it  can  be  strengthened  into  an  excellent 
base  for  further  operations,  communicating  with  the  ocean.  Twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  men  in  position  at  that  place  will  make  all  the  formi- 
dable works  around  Manassas  useless.  Twenty  thousand  additional 
tToops  can  be  thrown  to  Fort  Monroe,  the  ostensible  object  of  course 
a  march  upon  Richmond ;  but  I  repeat,  as  nothing  is  to  be  left  to  chance 
in  this  campaign,  I  urgently  recommend  the  reduction  of  Norfolk  and 
the  sweei>ing  away  of  all  the  defenses  around  the  bays  and  lower  waters 
of  James  Kiver  as  tbe  first  great  step  in  the  campaign. 

The  minor  posts  will  all  fall  with  Yorktown  and  Norfolk.  In  the 
siege  of  Norfolk  the  Navy  will  be  able  to  give  efficient  aid. 

I  will  venture  the  prediction,  and  my  reasons  for  it  are  more  than 
military,  that  Virginia  will  compel  the  whole  force  of  the  Confederate 
Army  to  be  turned  to  the  relief  of  Norfolk.  The  administration  will 
do  it  reluctantly,  but  Virginia  regards  Norfolk  as  her  only  naval  station, 
the  solitary  door  by  which  she  communicates  with  the  world,  and  she 
dare  not  and  will  never  give  it  up  without  a  struggle. 

In  view  of  this,  let  us  throw  up  strong  covering  works  at  the  outset. 
The  effect  of  this  movement  will  be  to  reverse  tbe  advantages  of  posi- 
tion. They  will  have  to  seek  us  in  our  own  works,  as  we  sought  them 
at  Manassas,  and  this  alone  will  decide  the  campaign.  Driven  back  and 
followed  rapidly  to  Richmond,  the  Army  and  the  Government  may  be 
hurled  South  without  even  a  general  battle.  In  case  a  serious  attempt 
is  not  made  to  relieve  Norfolk,  it  is  bound  to  fall  by  regular  approaches 
within  the  space  of  three  months.  This  done,  the  whole  Army,  in  im- 
proved working  order  and  confident  in  spirits,  can  then  be  concen- 
trated for  a  move  on  Richmond  by  Yorktown. 

Until  the  capture  of  Yorktown  and  the  fall  of  Norfolk  the  Army  of 
the  West  should  not  hazard  a  serious  engagement.  A  reverse  there 
would  have  a  discouraging  influence  upon  the  principal  campaign.  This 
must  be  avoided  by  all  means.  That  army  should  be  held  in  hand  and 
kept  in  complete  readiness  to  move  rapidly  on  Memphis,  flanked  by  the 
Mississippi  River  and  supported  by  a  fleet  of  gunboats.  These  two 
great  movements,  if  well  combined  and  well  timed,  will  influence  each 
other. 

The  advance  on  Richmond  ought  to  be  conducted  with  such  caution 
and  steadiness  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  casualty,  however 
insignificant,  so  that  the  whole  Army  should  arrive  before  that  place  in 
heart  and  spirit  There  the  enemy  will  have  to  deliver  his  great  and  to 
him  his  decisive  engagement.  The  works  around  Richmond  will  not  be 
found,  and  cannot  be  made,  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  for  any  consid- 
erable time  an  army  that  will  have  achieved  so  much,  been  so  often 
under  fire,  and  accustomed  to  deal  with  intrenched  positions.  The 
struggle  there  may  he  bloody,  but  cannot  be  doubtful.  Richmond  will 
falL  The  Grovernment  will  not  abide  the  shock  in  that  place.  It  will 
fly  South  on  the  approach  of  the  Northern  Army.  This  will  have  a  dis- 
heartening effect  upon  their  cause.  Whether  the  operation  then  ought 
to  be  conducted  by  slowand  certain  approaches,  or  by  a  rapid,  dashing, 
and  irresistible  assault,  must  be  determined  on  the  ground  and  at  the 
time  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances.  But  in  either  case  the  wreck  of 
the  Southern  Army  can  be  hurled  after  the  Government.    The  fall  of 
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Memphis  is  likely  to  precede  the  fall  of  Bichmond,  and,  if  so,  it  will  have 
a  decisive  eilect  upon  that  result. 

The  Soathern  Govemment  is  a  military  oligarchy.  The  head  of  this 
oligarchy  is  in  Bichmond,  and  when  the  head  falls  a  Union  sentiment 
will  be  found  to  burst  forth  in  the  South,  which  will  soou  entomb  the 
body  of  this  foul  conspiracy. 

These  considerations  are  very  general,  wd  ih>m  want  of  accurate  in* 
formation  of  the  position  and  strength  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  exact 
nature  of  the  country  are  necessarily  defective;  but  as  a  sketch  of  a 
general  plan  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit  it  to  your  practiced 
judgment.  It  is  substantiaJly  your  own  plan,  as  I  understood  you  the 
other  day ;  and  permit  me  to  add,  respectfully,  that  if  you  intrust  me 
with  a  prominent  part  in  the  execution  of  this  plan  and  take  upon  your- 
self the  durection  and  superintendence  of  the  combined  movements  in 
the  field,  I  will  pledge  my  poor  reputation,  past  and  present,  for  its  sac- 
cessAil  issue. 

With  sentiments  of  personal  regard  and  most  profound  T&spectj  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  SHIELDS. 


Patterson's  Gbeee,  January  16, 1862. 

Oeneral  MoGlellan: 

Genebal:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  inquiries.* 
When  by  request,  October  25, 1  gave  my  views  to  General  Scott  on 
the  subject  of  protecting  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  I  recom- 
mended the  occupation  of  Bomney  by  Kelley,  he  to  be  immediately  re- 
enforced,  but  beyond  holding  the  point  to  break  up  guerrilla  parties  I 
did  not  propose  a  strong  demonstration  here.  A  column  was  to  cross 
at  Harper's  Ferry  and  occupy  Loudoun  Heights;  thence  a  force  to  move 
on  Martiusburg  and  Bath,  or  ^^ither  south,  if  circumstances  justified 
even  the  holding  the  country  west  of  the  Snenandoah;  Kelley  then  to 
advance,  leaving  a  guard  on  the  railroad  as  he  came  on.  A  strong  dem* 
onstration  was  to  be  from  the  east,  with  the  intent  to  cut  off  Shenandoah 
Valley  from  the  rebel  army  by  interposing  a  heavy  column  along  the 
Blue  Mountains  and  holding  the  passes.  Matters  having  been  post- 
poned, the  enemy  now  hold  the  Blue  Mountain  passes,  and  have  a  rail- 
road from  Winchester  to  Strasburg,  with  Jackson's  command  at  Bloom- 
ery  Gap  and  near  Bomney.  for  the  rebel  force  at  Bomney  now  numbers 
2,500  men.  It  is  evident  tnat  scattered  guards  along  railroad  will  not 
protect  all  troops  brought  out  from  the  west. 

Strengthen  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  troops  brought  up  from 
the  west  can  be  placed  along  railroad  here  as  it  is  open,  perhaps  prior 
to  being  so  placed  to  be  massed  and  a  blow  given  to  Jackson;  in  short, 
an  attack  made  to  take  Shenandoah  Valley  urom  the  enemy.  My  camp 
here  is  so  placed  that  while  I  hold  a  peninsula,  resting  each  flank  on 
unfordable  rivers,  the  whole  line  can  be  raised  and  take  cars  at  short 
notice.  I  have  half  Jackson's  forces,  and  cannot  do  much  as  to  guard- 
ing the  road  unless  re-enforced.  When  able  to  leave  road  guaMed  in 
my  rear,  I  propose  to  advance  to  Big  Cacapon,  on  the  Virginia  side,  and 
cover  General  Williams'  crossing.  I  am  having  boats  built  for  him  in 
Cumberland^  and  if  I  am  strongly  re-enforced  fjram  Ohio  at  once  I  have 
no  doubt  of  effecting  a  junction  with  Banks  south  of  Potomac  He 
need  not  cross  till  the  Virginia  side  is  secured  by  me.    The  presence  of 

*  Not  found. 
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Jackson's  large  force  changes  the  aspect  of  matters  along  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Kailroad.  I  regard  Milroy  at  Cheat  Moantain  in  measure 
isolated,  and  in  view  of  an  advance  of  Loring  via  Moorefield  and  Philippi, 
perhaps  too  much  so.  With  the  aid  of  Qeneral  Kelley,  now  in  Cam- 
berland,  whose  advice  and  knowledge  of  this  coantry  will  prove  highly 
osefol,  Milroy  might  secure  this  road  in  my  rear  to  Big  Gacapon  neces- 
sarily re-enforced. 

Should  1  advance,  I  can  cross  4,000  infantry  at  Little  Gacapon  Bridge, 
fetU  on  Bomney,  via  Winchester  turnpike  by  a  mountain  road,  and  retake 
at  any  time.  I  have  hesitated  to  do  so  only  that  I  am  not  massed  and 
ready  for  sudden  emergency  with  my  whole  force,  and  the  enemy  would 
break  to  the  mountains  and  have  nothing  there  worth  capturing.  Should 
a  merely  defensive  course  be  adopted,  my  successor  here  should  be  a 
soldier  and  disciplinarian.  This  command  is  more  like  an  armed  mob 
than  an.  army. 

Besolved  to  a  brief  statement,  this  force  can  join  Williams  along  the 
railroad  at  some  risk  of  encountering  a  much  larger  one.  If  the  rail- 
i-oad  be  guarded  at  once  by  re-enforcements  fh>m  Ohio  it  can  take  Bath, 
and  a  portion  of  Banks'  column  then  thitotens  Martinsburg.  It  can 
take  Martinsburg  should  Banks  cross;  it  can  take  Winchester  and  hold 
the  Blue  Mountain  Pass,  or  fall  on  Leesburg  and  join  McGall.  In  the 
latter  case  the  enemy's  left  would  endeavor  to  cut  it  off  at  Leesbui^g,  but 
ouly  by  exxK>sing  himself  by  a  flank  march  to  your  right. 

Colonel  Dunning,  of  the  Fifth  Ohio,  is  ranking  officer  here ;  an  able 
and  comijeteut  man.  If  Colonel  Grover,  of  Utah  celebrity,  were  ap- 
I>ointed  brigadier-general  he  might  relieve  me. 

Trusting  that  I  have  not  exceeded  tlie  terms  of  your  instructions,  I 
am^  respectfully, 

F.  W.  LA.NDEB, 
Brigadier-  General, 


Headquarters  Ditision,  at  Frederick,  Md., 

January  18, 1802. 

Major-G«neral  MoGlbllan,  Oommander-in-Chief  U.  8,  A.: 

General  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  16th  instant,*  proposing  certain  inquiries  in  regard  to  the 
number  and  disposition  of  forces  necessary  to  guard  the  Potomac  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailway. 

I.  In  regard  to  the  disposition  and  number  of  forces  necessary  to 
guard  the  Potomac  in  the  event  of  an  advance  of  the  main  army: 

It  is  not  practicable  in  my  judgment  to  substitute  cavalry  altogether 
for  the  infiirutry  now  guarding  the  river,  but  to  a  large  extent  it  will 
make  a  more  available  and  effective  defense  than  now  exists,  an  it  will 
enable  us  to  keep*  a  more  perfect  observation  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments; to  concentrate  suddenly  upon  points  threatened,  and  to  avoid 
the  unhappy  effects  of  forced  marches  that  infantry  will  be  compelled 
to  make,  usually  without  any  satisfactory  service  or  results.  The  ex- 
ceptions to  an  exclusively  cavalry  guard  will  occur  at  those  points 
where  villages  liie  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  or  at  the  dams  which  sup- 
port the  canal,  or  the  most  practicable  fords,  the  defense  of  which 
demands  the  long  range  and  effective  fire  of  the  rifled  cannon  and 
musket.  With  such  exceptions  cavalry  can  replace  infantry  with  ad- 
vantage. 

*  Not  found. 
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There  are  now  upon  our  line  between  Point  of  Bocks  and  Hancock 
nine  regiments  and  twelve  guns  devoted  to  this  duty.  The  substitu- 
tion of  effective  cavalry  for  a  part  of  this  force  would  allow  it  to  be 
reduced,  if  necessary',  to  two  regiments  and  six  guns,  with  such  a 
reserved  force  at  a  central  point,  say  Hagerstown,  as  the  strength  and 
movements  of  the  enemy  should  require.  Inclosed  you  will  please 
observe  a  schedule  of  troops,  with  their  dispositions,  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry, based  upon  the  view  I  have  presented.  The  infantry  could  not 
well  be  diminished  except  as  to  the  reserve,  which  could  be  strength- 
ened or  reduced  as  circumstances  should  i^uire;  the  cavalry  might 
be  increased  at  pleasure.  Posted  in  small  numbers,  at  convenient 
distances,  some  of  the  burdens  of  the  service  would  be  lessened,  such 
as  quarters,  supplies,  forage,  &c.,  as  they  would  make  available  the 
resources  or  neighborhoods,  and  the  activity  of  their  duties  would  pre- 
serve discipline  and  increase  their  strength,  which  in  infantry  is  some- 
times seriously  impaired  by  similar  service. 

II.  In  regard  to  the  dispositions  of  troops  near  Patterson's  Creek : 

It  appears  to  me  that  a  line  upon  what  is  called  the  South  Branch  of 
the  Potomac,  running  parallel  with  Patterson's  Greek,  about  5  miles 
farther  westward,  is  in  all  respects  preferable  to  General  Lander's  i>osi- 
tiou  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  This  offers  little  advantage  except  the 
protection  of  the  road  at  that  precise  point,  and  places  him  at  the 
disadvantage  of  having  the  river  in  his  rear.  If  he  follows  the  creek 
southward  towards  Burlington  he  puts  the  creek  in  his  rear,  as  the 
road  passes  principally  on  the  enemy's  side.  But  upon  the  line  of  the 
river  between  Paddytown  and  Cumberland  he  has  communication  in 
both  directions  by  railway,  highway,  and  river,  which  last  is  always 
between  him  and  the  enemy.  In  case  of  necessity  communication  is 
open  to  Piedmont,  4  miles  westward,  which  is  an  impregnable  position, 
taking  advantage  of  the  mountain  pass,  and  connects  by  railroiid,  com- 
mon road,  and  river  with  Cumberland,  and  westward  with  Wheeling 
by  railway.  This  seems  to  bo  a  stronger  and  more  expansive  iK)sition 
than  any  which  Patterson's  Creek  affords,  and  equally  effective  for  the 
protection  of  the  road.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  that  wing  of 
the  road  can  be  protected  so  long  as  the  enemy  holds  undisputed  pos- 
session of  Winchester  and  surrounding  country.  The  reconstructiou 
of  the  road,  I  think,  should  commence  on  the  other  wing,  and  follow 
our  occupation  of  that  country. 

III.  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  impracticable  to  reconstruct 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  while  the  enemy  holds  possession  of 
all  the  country  south  of  its  line.  He  must  be  expelled  either  by  a 
decisive  contest  on  this  line  or  on  that  in  front  of  Washington.  More 
recent  events  have  led  me  to  believe  that  he  will'  resist  the  reconstmction 
with  all  his  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneralj  Oommanding  JHviaiaiL 

[Inclonire.] 

Dispositions  of  troops  on  the  Potomac  between  the  mouth  of  the  Monocaeif 

and  Sir  John^s  Bun^  above  Hancock. 

UFPEB  DEPARTMENT. 

Sir  John's  Bun,  one  company  cavalry. 

Hancock,  two  companies  cavalry,  two  companies  inftkntry. 
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Sleepy  Creek,  one  company  cavaliy. 

Back  Creeky  two  companies  cavalry. 

Oherry  Bon,  one  company  cavaliy }  Clear  Spring,  six  companies  In- 
fttntry,  two  guns. 

Dam  No.  5,  one  company  cavalry. 

Four  Locks,  one  company  cavidry. 

Williamsport,  two  companies  cavalry,  two  companies  inflAntiy. 

Shaefersville,  one  company  cavalry. 

Total,  twelve  companies  (one  regunent)  cavalry ;  ten  companies  in- 
&ntry  (one  regiment). 

Hfl^erstown,  one  brigade  (f )  and  two  gnns. 

LOWEB  DEPARTMENT. 

Dam  No.  4,  one  company  cavalry. 

Shepherd's  Island,  two  companies  cavalry. 

Antietam,  one  company  cavalry,  two  companies  infJEUitry. 

Two  Locks,  one  company  cavaL^. 

Sandy  Hook,  two  companies  cavalry,  six  companies  infantry,  two 
gons. 

Berlin,  one  company  cavalry. 

Point  of  Bocks,  two  companies  cavalry,  two  companies  infantiy. 

Monocacy  Village,  one  company  cavalry. 

Monocacy  month,  one  company  cavalry. 

Total,  twelve  companies  (one  regiment)  cavalry;  ten  companies  in- 
fantry (one  regiment). 


Hbadquabtees  Drvisiox, 
Frederick^  January  21,  1862. 
M^jor-General  McClellan, 

d^mmander-in'Ohief  U.  8,  Army : 

General  r  Major  Perkins,  Captain  Abert.  and  Colonel  G-eary  yester- 
day made  an  examination  of  the  river  at  Harp^s  Ferry,  to  ascertain 
definitely  the  practicability  of  crossing  at  that  point .  They  agree  that 
in  the  present  condition  of  the  river  it  is  impracticable  there,  and  in 
this  conclusion  I  concur.  They  also  present  at  my  request  a  report  upon 
the  subject  and  a  plan  for  bridges,  to  which  I  would  ask  serious  atten- 
tion. There  are  many  difficulties  attending  the  use  of  canal-boats,  and 
in  the  end  they  will  cost  the  Government  more  than  prox>er  material 
easy  of  transportation,  that  will  be  safe  and  available  at  any  point  and 
any  hour.  Captain  Aoert  will  present  the  rex>ort  to  you  at  your  con- 
venience. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General,  Commanding  DiviHon. 

[Inelomae.] 

Division  Headquarters, 
Frederidk,  Md.y  January  20, 1862. 
Mbj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Bakes, 

Commanding  Division  of  Army  of  PoUmuiCj  Frederick,  Md. : 

Geiteral  :  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  orders  of  yesterday  evening, 
the  nndersigned  proceeded  to  Harpei's  Ferry  to-day,  and  made  examina- 
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tion  of  the  Potomac  at  that  point  with  referenoe  to  the  crossing  of  troops 
in  snfQcient  number  for  ofi'ensive  operations  on  the  Virginia  side. 

We  found  the  river  swollen  by  recent  rains  some  10  feet  above  its  or- 
dinary height,  and  observation  of  this  condition,  which  is  certain  to 
occur  many  times  between  this  date  and  the  1st  <n  May  next,  convinced 
us  of  the  impracticability  of  using  to  advantage  clumsy  canal-boats  for 
the  purpose  of  bridging.  Their  employment  would  of  necessity  restrict 
your  crossing  both  as  to  time  and  place,  either  of  which  would  retard, 
if  not  render  utterly  impossible,  your  movement  at  the  decisive  moment. 
It  will  be  unnecessary  to  give  reasons  in  detail. 

Flying  bridges,  rafts,  and  rope  and  pulley  terries  are  but  inadequate 
and  but  tardy  means  of  transport  under  favorable  circumstances,  but 
to  the  last  degree  uncertain  and  dangerous  in  cases  of  disaster  or  even 
of  emergency. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  not  a  mom)3nt  should  be  lost  in  procuring 
bateaux,  say  31  feet  in  length  and  4  feet  in  width,  made  of  white  pine, 
and  well  calked,  to  serve  as  floating  supports  for  string  pieces  and 
plank  flooring,  all  according  to  the  dimensions  furnished  by  Captain 
Abert,  topographical  engineer,  of  your  staff. 

This  arrangement  will  possess  the  advantage  of  being  made  away  from 
observation  of  the  enemy  and  brought  to  the  place  of  employment  com- 
plete. The  bateaux  are  easily  placed  and  anchored:  they  ofter  but 
little  exposure  to  injury  from  a  strong  current  or  swollen  stream,  and 
the  flooring  is  easily  and  quickly  laid. 

It  is  not  known  at  what  particular  point  within  your  lines  yon  may 
desire  to  cross,  and  the  bridge  we  propose  will  enable  you  to  vary  your 
line  of  operations  at  pleasure,  for  all  the  parts  can  be  transported  eamly 
with  the  troops  in  all  seasons,  and  put  together  at  any  point  where  a 
crossing  might  be  desirable. 

We  are  aware  that  you  deem  some  safe  and  sure  means  of  ^!t>8sing 
the  Potomac  within  your  lines  indispensably  necessaiy,  and  if  the  Gov- 
ernment cannot  furnish  you  a  pontoon  train,  we  believe  the  arrangement 
we  suggest  is  the  nearest  approach  to  it  in  economy,  efficiency,  and  cer- 
tainty of  good  result. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  PEEKTNS, 
Major  and  Aidede-Camp,  Chief  of  Staff. 

JAMES  W.  ABERT, 
Captain^  U,  8.  Army^  Topographical  Eng%neer$, 


General  Obdebs,  \  Hdqbs.  of  the  Abmy,  A.  O.  O., 

Ko.  6.  ]  Washington^  January  23, 1862. 

L  The  boundaries  of  the  Department  of  Western  Yirginia  are  incor- 
rectly defined  in  the  Army  Register  for  1862,  page  90,  They  should  be 
as  follows :  So  much  of  Yirginia  as  lies  between  its  entire  boundary  on 
the  west^  the  western  slope  of  the  Allechany  Mountains  on  the  east,  the 
boundanes  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  on  tiie  north  and  northeast, 
and  of  Tennessee  on  the  south. 

•  ft  •  •  •  •  •      ' 

By  command  of  Msyor-Oeneral  McGlellan : 

L.  THOMAS, 

A^utant-  General, 
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Potomac  Flotilla,  January  24, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Hookbb,  XJ.  S.  A., 

Ccmmanding  DiviHonj  U.  8>  Army^  Lower  Fotomae : 

Sm :  In  answer  to  your  inqoiries  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
form yon  that  the  force  at  present  under  my  command  consists  of  eleven 
steamers,  scattered  &om  Hallowing  Point  to  Point  Lookout.  The  force 
of  these  vessels  in  battery  is  four  9-inch  shell  guns,  four  8  inch  shell 
guns,  four  32-pounders  of  33  hundred- weight;  two  Parrott  rifled  30- 
pounders,  one  rifled  50-pounder,  three  24-pounder  howitzers,  and  six  12- 
pounder  rifled  howitzers.  These  are  all  light  and  extremely  vulnerable 
boats.  Their  draught  of  water  is  from  7  to  9  feet.  Two  of  them  are 
ferry-boats,  one  drawing  8  feet,  the  other  4J  feet  of  water.  I  judge  that 
they  would  not  carry  conveniently  more  than  1,000  men  above  the  num- 
ber of  their  crews ;  the  ferry-boats  taking  about  600  of  this  number. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  were  it  desired  to  cross  the  river  the  vessels, 
with  the  exception  of  the  ferry-boats,  could  render  better  service  in  tow- 
ing launches,  barges.  &c.,  loaded  with  troops,  than  by  taking  them  on 
their  decks. 

From  Otterback's  farm,  above  High  Point,  to  within  range  of  the 
Cockpit  battery,  below  Freestone  Point,  these  vessels  can  approach  the 
beach  within  aoout  200  yards — ^perhaps  somewhat  nearer  on  the  north 
side  of  Freestone  Point,  where  a  landing  could  be  eflTected  on  the 
beach  below  the  bluff.  tTnder  Goclcpit  Point  the  water  is  quite  deep 
well  up  to  the  shore,  and  this  continues  to  the  Evansport  batteries, 
from  below  which  it  runs  off  shoal  again  near  the  Virginia  shore.  Just 
above  Mathias  Point  the  water  is  again  quite  deep,  allowing  a  steamer 
to  go  close  in. 

The  enemy  appear  to  be  in  considerable  force  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Occoquan  Mill,  and  have  constructed  a  fort  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  Occoquan  Biver.  A  few  weeks  since  they  had  a  tall  field  battery 
at  this  point  of  about  9  to  12  pounders,  rifled.  Back  of  Freestone 
Point,  on  the  road  leading  to  Dumfries,  I  think  that  there  is  not  more 
than  one  regiment.  Lately  their  camp  fires  have  not  been  so  distinct 
or  numerous  at  these  points.  About  two  weeks  since  two  vessels 
shelled  the  railroad  depot  at  Aquia  Greek.  Their  batteries  did  not 
reply.  The  next  day  troops  were  marched  to  Aquia,  and  now  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  three  regiments  are  there,  and  an  additional 
rifled  gun  placed  in  their  battery  at  that  point,  with  which  they  have 
practiced,  without  efiect,  on  one  of  the  vessels.  There  has  been  an 
encampment  at  Hook's  Landing,  and  a  field  battery  drawn  occasionally 
to  Boyd's  Hole,  but  lately  the  battery  has  disappeared.  The  camp  has 
been  shelled,  but  I  think  without  effect  It  sets  too  far  back  for  the 
range  of  our  guns. 

This  morning  I  made  a  reconnaissance  of  Occoquan  Bay.  Their  main 
encampment  seems  to  be  about  2  miles  back  from  the  bay,  extending 
from  Occoquan  towards  Neabsco  Creek.  Back  of  Neabsco  Creek,  near 
the  junction  of  the  roads  from  Colchester  and  Occoquan  towards  Dum- 
fries, there  appears  to  be  a  considerable  breastwork  thrown  up,  but  no 
guns  are  visible.  A  body  of  cavalry  was  fired  upon,  but  their  field  bat- 
tery was  not  brought  down  as  before. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  H.  WYMAN, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla* 
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Hbadquabtebs  Division, 
ArlingUmy  Virginia^  January  26, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

AssU  Adjt  Oen.j  Hdqrs.  Army  of  the  Fot&maoj  Washington^  D.  C. : 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  answer  to  your 
telegram  of  the  23d  instant,  inquiring  whether,  in  the  event  of  a  forward 
movement,  there  are  any  regiments  in  my  command  unfit  either  in  point 
of  equipments  or  discipline  for  the  emergencies  of  the  field : 

WADSWORTH'S  BRIGADE. 

Twentieth  New  York,  armed  with  Austrian  rifled  muskets. 
Twenty-first  New  York,  armed  with  Springfield  rifled  muskets. 
Twenty-third  New  York,  armed  with  Enfield  rifled  muskets. 
Twenty-flfth  New  York,  armed  with  Austrian  rifled  muskets. 
Equipped  and  well  disciplined  for  volunteers. 

KING'S  BRIGADE. 

Second  Wisconsin,  Austrian  rifled  muskets. 

Sixth  Wisconsin,  Belgian  rifled  muskets. 

Sev:enth  Wisconsin,  Springfleld  altered  smooth  bore. 

Nineteenth  Indiana,  Springfield  rifled  muskets. 

The  muskets  of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin  are  reported  as  bad,  and  that 
the  men  lack  confidence  in  them. 

The  brigade  is  equipped,  with  some  slight  exceptions,  and  well  disci- 
plined for  volunteers.  The  Nineteenth  Indiana  the  least  so.  A  8i>ecial 
report  will  be  made  as  to  this  regiment  after  a  special  inspection  next 
Monday. 

augur's  BRIGADE. 

Fourteenth  New  York  (Brooklyn),  Springfield  rifled. 
Twenty-second  New  York,  smootJoi-bore  Springfleld. 
Twenty-fourth  New  York^  rifled  muskets,  caliber  .68. 
Thirtieth  New  York,  Spnngfield  rifled. 

Equipped  and  well  disciplLied  for  volunteers.  The  Twenty-second 
need  other  guns. 

CAVALRY. 

Second  New  York  (Ira  Harris).  Equipped,  save  that  100  horses  are 
required.  Drill  and  discipline  good  for  volunteers;  above  average. 
One  company — a  new  one---defective  in  drill,  but  are  armed  with  car- 
bines, and  are  said  to  be  good  marksmen. 

ARTILLERY. 

Company  B,  Fourth  Artillery.    Manned  mostly  by  volunteers;  good. 

Bhode  Island  Battery.    Good  for  volunteers. 

New  Hampshire  Battery.  Good  for  volunteers.  Not  as  good  as 
Bhode  Island. 

Pennsylvania  Batteiy.  Beported  by  Captain  Gibbon  as  not  in  a  fit 
condition  to  take  the  field.  The  materials,  the  officers  and  men  and 
horses  are  all  good,  but  the  battery  is  not  instructed. 

The  batteries  lack  ammunition,  and  the  regular  batteiy,  Napoleon 
guns,  need  extra  caisson  to  carry  sufficient  ammunition. 

The  change  of  small-arms  leaves  the  division  for  the  moment  short  of 
ammunition;  a  deficiency  soon  supplied. 

The  men  would  suffer  much  less  were  they  supplied  with— 

Ist.  India-rubber  ponchos,  to  answer  ibr  shelter  tents. 

2d.  Cowhide  boots ;  two-tnirds  have  them. 
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3d.  Portable  camp  equipage,  sach  as  was  determined  upon  by  tiie 
Migor-G«neral  Commanding  last  summer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  very  respectfnlly.  your  most  obedient  servant. 

mviN  Mcdowell, 

Brigadier-Generalj  Commanding  Division. 


Headquabtebs  Hookeb's  Division, 
Camp  Baker  J  Lower  Potonuiej  Marylandj  January  27, 1862. 

Brig.  Oen.  B.  Williams, 

AdjutantOeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal  :  I  have  already  acknowledged  your  conununication  of  the 
20th  instant.* 

From  the  most  reliable  information  received  from  others,  and  from 
my  own  personal  observation,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  mode  to  attack 
the  rebels  productive  of  the  greatest  results  will  be  to  commence  on  the 
left  of  my  line  at  Aquia  Greek  with  one  brigade,  on  the  following  morn- 
ing to  assault  their  batteries  in  front  with  two  columns  of  a  regiment 
each,  and  the  day  following  with  as  much  of  my  division  as  I  can  cross ; 
land  at  or  near  Powell  or  Keabsco  Creek,  advance  on  the  Colchester 
road,  attack  in  rear  the  rebel  batteries  planted  to  dispute  the  passage 
of  the  Occoquan,  and  open  the  doors  for  Heintzelman  to  cross  that 
river. 

My  reasons  for  preferring  to  commence  on  the  left  are  that  at  Liver- 
pool Point  I  can  embark  the  necessary  force  without  exposing  my  ob- 
ject, can  move  to  the  point  of  landing  without  being  observed,  and  can 
destroy  their  batteries  and  depot  before  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  parry 
the  blow,  except  with  the  force  now  in  that  vicinity.  The  effect  of  this 
on  my  command  will  be  to  inspire  coniidence.  On  the  enemy,  it  will 
deprive  a  portion  of  them  of  their  depot  of  supplies;  with  the  balance 
it  will  threaten  their  communication  with  Bichmond,  and  if  it  does  not 
put  some  of  them  en  route^  and  their  roads  resemble  ours,  will  compel 
their  regiments  to  locate  nearer  their  new  depots. 

The  primary  object  in  delivering  an  attack  on  my  immediate  front  I 
consider  should  be  to  destroy  the  batteries,  in  order  to  give  us  the 
free  use  of  the  river,  and  not  to  give  battle;  for  there  are  other  fields 
equally  accessible,  affording  greater  advantages.  Its  proximity  to  the 
masses  of  the  enemy  is  a  great  objection  to  our  attempting  to  cross  the 
broad  Potomac  in  any  considerable  force,  for  it  can  be  executed  with 
more  chances  of  success  lower  down  the  river,  and  when  once  there  the 
enemy  will  be  more  or  less  crippled  from  the  condition  of  the  country 
as  it  regards  the  difiiculty  of  moving  artillery  and  trains.  They  must 
move,  for  they  must  protect  their  communication  to  the  rear. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  assault  be  made  in  two  columns,  for  the 
reason  that  Quantico  Creek  divides  the  batteries  and  is  not  fordable 
below  Dumfries,  and  to  attempt  to  turn  it  would  force  us  into  an  engage- 
ment under  disadvantageous  circumstances.  Finally,  I  consider  that 
the  possession  of  that  bank  of  the  river,  leaving  out  of  consideration 
the  batteries,  affords  neither  army  any  particular  advantages. 

With  regard  to  the  movement  to  relieve  Heintzelman  and  its  conse- 
quences, it  is  open  to  the  objection  of  proximity  to  the  rebels ;  but,  con- 
sidering its  advantages,  as  they  are  presented  to  one  not  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  Major-General  Command- 

*  Not  found. 
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iug,  I  have  ventared  to  reoommend  it.  If  resisted,  the  force  necessary 
can  be  landed  under  the  gans  of  the  flotilla,  and  can  advance  with  great 
hope  of  success. 

The  successful  execution  of  all  of  these  movements  will  call  into  ex- 
ercise great  secrecy,  dispatch,  resolution,  and^  indeed,  all  the  brightest 
virtues  of  a  soldier,  but  with  the  relative  position  of  the  two  armies,  as 
I  understand  them,  to  no  greater  degree  than  will  be  required  for  an 
advance  anywhere  along  the  whole  line.  The  enemy  have  the  advantage 
in  position — ^they  in  the  center;  we  on  the  circumterence,  with  great 
natural  and  artificial  obstacles  between. 

As  it  regards  the  details  of  execution,  I  inclose  herewith  a  sketch 
taken  by  Lieutenant  Magaw,*  commanding  lower  flotilla,  which  repre- 
sents with  great  accuracy  the  position  of  the  depot,  the  batteries,  and 
number  of  guns  in  each.  I  determined  on  the  lower  point  of  Split  Bock 
to  laud,  as  there  we  have  4  feet  water,  and  can  march  direcUy  to  the 
rear  of  the  batteries. 

From  my  best  information  I  believe  but  three  regiments  are  stationed 
here  to  work  and  defend  these  guns,  and  those  are  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  hill  from  them.    No  tents  are  visible  about  the  batteries. 

As  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla  have  but  limited  capacity  for  transporting 
troops,  and  the  most  of  them  draw  too  much  water,  I  recommend  that 
canal-boats  be  used,  and  have  them  towed  across  by  one  of  the  tugs. 
Enough  of  them  should  be  employed  to  transport  4,000  men,  and  should 
be  sent  to  Liverx)ool  Point  at  a  time  not  to  excite  remark.  I  shall  take 
no  horses  or  baggage.  On  board  the  Freeborn  are  two  12-pounder  how- 
itzers with  light  carriages  that  I  wish  to  take  along,  with  a  few  artiller- 
ists.   The  men  can  haid  them. 

The  batteries  at  Shipping  Point  are  the  same  as  when  the  sketch  was 
taken  forwarded  to  you  tlux)Qgh  Colonel  Small.  They  appear  to  have 
a  company  each  to  work  the  guns,  and  one  regiment  as  a  support,  esb- 
camped  near  the  figure  8  on  the  sketch.  These  batteries  are  on  what 
is  called  an  island  formed  by  the  waters  of  the  Quantico  and  Ghopa- 
wamsic  almost  uniting.  A  bridge  connects  it  with  the  mainland  on  the 
south,  recently  built.  Both  the  streams  run  through  deep  and  miry 
channels ;  in  tacty  impassable  except  by  the  bridge.  Tlds  can  easily 
be  destroyed.  For  this  reason  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  land 
directly  on  the  island  in  the  vicinity  of  the  saw-mill.  Here  the  water 
is  shoal,  and  will  reqaire  boats  of  light  draught.  To  land  by  the  aid 
of  lighters  would  greatly  hazard  the  success  of  the  movement.  After 
the  guns  are  spiked  the  flotilla  can  take  position  to  render  great  assist- 
ance. 

The  battery  at  Possum  Nose  has  been  established  recently.  It  has 
four  guns,  two  pointing  up  and  two  down  the  river.  It  is  midway  be- 
tween Cockpit  Point  battery  and  what  is  called  Newport  Town.  There 
apx)ears  to  be  a  company  to  each  battery  to  work  the  guns,  and  a  regi- 
ment almost  in  rear  of  Cockpit  Point  to  serve  as  supports.  The  steamer 
Baltimore,  of  the  flotilla,  will  be  a  good  transport  for  this  ser^'ice•  The 
assaults  on  these  batteries  and  those  of  Shipping  Point  should  be  simul- 
taneous, and  vessels  of  the  flotilla  should  take  positions  to  co-operate. 
At  or  near  Powell's  Creek  will  be  a  good  landing. 

To  cross  my  division  will  require  sdl  the  transportation  named  above, 
the  use  of  the  flotilla,  and  then  may  have  to  make  two  trips  for  the  men. 
Another  division  will  be  required  for  this  service,  and  should  be  landing 
near  by  at  the  same  time. 

*  Not  found. 
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My  balloon  having  Mled  me  up  to  this  time,  I  am  unable  to  report  the 
IK>^tion  of  the  rebel  camps  in  the  distance.  From  the  smoke  I  judge 
that  two  or  three  re^ments  are  encamped  behind  the  high  ground  in 
rear  of  Shipping  Pomt  batteries.  Gamp  marked  7  has  entirely  disap- 
poured.  With  my  glass  I  can  see  camps  north  of  Dumfries  stretching 
off  in  the  direction  of  Oolchester.  They  occupy  a  position  to  dispute 
the  passage  of  the  Potomac  or  Occoquan,  as  may  be  needed.  By  refer- 
ring to  Uie  sketch  of  Lieutenant  Magaw  two  batteries  will  be  observed 
at  the  mouth  of  Potomac  Creek.  1  learn  that  they  are  supported  by 
about  300  men.  These  appear  to  invite  capture. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier-OeneraHj  Commanding  Division* 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt, 
WashingUm  City^  D.  C.j  January  29, 1862. 

M%jor-General  Banks,  WiUariPs  Hotel : 

Oenbbai.:  You  will  please  report  to  this  Department  the  state  of  the 
force  under  your  command,  and  whether  you  are  in  condition  to  make 
an  advance  movement  across  the  Potomac,  if  ordered ;  and,  if  not,  what 
is  needed  to  place  you  in  tikst  condition. 
Yours,  &c, 

EDWIN  M.  STAIflTON, 

SeereUury  of  War. 


HBADQITABTBBS  ABMY  of  THE  POTOMAC, 

January  30, 1862. 

Brig.  Glen.  L.  Thomas,  Adjutaokt-Qeneral: 

Genebal  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  28th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  inclosed 
statement  of  the  troops  of  the  different  arms  of  the  service  now  serving 
in  this  army,  namely: 


Inftntry^. 

Cftvairy 

ArtUlery 

ShaiTMhooten. . 
Cngmeer  Cotpt 


offloen. 


OHM 


7,207 
1,037 


00 

77 


9^104 


Enlisted  DUO. 


102.980 

21,400 

10,178 

1,409 

1,883 


202,881 


TotaL 


170,288 

22,497 

10,800 

1.400 

1,000 


211,905 


Referring  to  the  inclosed  table  f6r  further  details,*  I  am,  general, 
very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
AMistan^  Adjutant-OenerdL 


*  Detailed  stfttement  omitted.    The  statioxiB  much  the  same  as  indicated  on  p.  732. 
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OFFicns  OF  Chief  Engineeb,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

WashinfftoHj  February  1, 1862. 

Col.  A.  y.  Coi^JTRV J  AMiatant  Adjutant-General: 

Colonel:  In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Conunander-in-Cliief, 
communicated  throagh  yon,  I,  in  company  with  Captain  Duane,  en^- 
neer,  had  an  interview  with  General  Banks  in  reference  to  the  means  of 
crossing  his  army  over  the  Upper  Potomac.  He  stated  that  his  orders 
were  to  be  prei)ared  to  cross  at  short  notice,  to  operate  against  the 
heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  in  Winchester  Valley  and  westward,  and 
appeared  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that  a  bateau  bridge  (or,  in 
other  words,  such  a  bridge  equipage  as  we  have  provided  for  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  for  it  amounts  to  this)  was  important  and  indis- 
pensable. I  expressed  my  conviction  that  to  cross  a  river  like  the 
Potomac  at  this  season,  to  encounter  an  enemy  who  has  the  power  to 
make  himself  superior,  on  an  ordinary  pontoon  bridge,  which  may  be 
swept  away  in  twenty-four  hours  or  less,  that  for  a  great  many  reasons, 
which  I  need  not  introduce  here,  I  considered  Harper's  Ferry  the  best 
place  to  cross,  and  whether  that  was  selected  as  the  place  or  not  it 
must  be  held,  and  a  bridge  communication  kept  up  there;  that  canal- 
boats  and  materials  (according  to  Lieutenant  Babcock's  statement) 
could  be  easily  accumulated  there,  and  that  a  bridge  could  be  estab- 
lished in  forty-eight  hours ;  that  if  other  secure  crossings  were  wanted 
above,  they  must  be  established  after  the  passage  of  our  armies;  and, 
Anally,  that  if  circumstances  should  dictate  to  him  a  passage  at  an- 
other point,  I  believe  a  flying  bridge  made  of  two  canal-boats  could 
be  promptly  established,  woidd  be  comparatively  secure,  and  would 
possess  a  capability  of  carrying  over  troops  nearly  equal  to  a  bateaa 
bridge. 

Should  these  reasons  not  appear  satisfactory,  and  a  bateau  bridge  be 
decided  necessary,  and  that  to  be  capable  of  transportation,  so  that  the 
point  of  passage  may  be  selected  or  changed  at  will,  then  we  can  only- 
meet  the  demand  by  ordering  an  equipage  of  fifty  boats,  with  wagons 
and  teams  (100),  and  with  it  should  be  sent  one  or  two  companies  of 
engineer  troops.  To  build  such  an  equipage  would  require  three  or 
four  weeks,  and  it  could  not  be  supplied  in  shorter  time  unless  the 
general  chooses  to  send  some  of  the  equipage  already  provided.  G^en- 
eral  Banks'  idea  of  the  economy  of  resorting  to  a  bateau  bridge  was 
founded  upon  an  imperfect  idea  of  what  was  necessary  to  constitute 
one. 

The  general  left  me,  saying  he  would  consider  the  subject  further. 

Captain  Duane  coincides  with  me  in  these  views. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

J.  G.  BARNABD, 

Chitf  JBngtheer, 


General  Obdebs,  )      Hdqbs.  of  the  Abmy,  A.  G.  O., 

No.  d.  )  Washingtonj  FOnuary  1,  1862. 

I.  The  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  are  added  to  the  limits 

of  the  Department  of  the  Potomac. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  M^jor-General  McClellan : 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant'  OeneraL 
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Memorandum  acmmpantfing  letter  ofPreHdent  to  Oeneral  MeOldlan  dated 

February  3, 1862 .• 

1st.  Sapi>086  tbe  esemy  should  attack  ns  in  force  before  we  reach  the 
Occoqoan,  what  f  In  view  of  the  possibility  of  this,  might  it  not  be 
safest  to  have  our  entire  force  to  move  together  from  alx>ve  the  Occo- 
quanf 

2d.  Suppose  the  enemy  iuforceshall  dispute  the  crossing  of  theOcco- 
quan,  what  f  In  view  of  this,  might  it  not  be  safest  for  us  to  cross  the 
Occoquan  at  Colchester  rather  than  at  the  village  of  Occoquanf  This 
would  cost  the  enemy  two  miles  more  of  travel  to  meet  us,  but  would, 
on  the  contrary,  leave  us  2  miles  farther  from  our  ultimate  destination. 

3d.  Suppose  we  reach  Maple  Valley  without  an  attack,  will  we  not  be 
attacked  there  in  force  by  the  enemy  marching  by  the  several  roads 
from  Manassas ;  and,  if  so,  what  f 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

Medical  Dibectob's  Office, 

February  6, 1862. 

General  S.  WuxiAHS, 

Assistant  Ai^utant- Oeneral j  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal  :  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to  in- 
close a  tabulated  report  of  the  sick  in  the  several  divisions  and  brigades 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  flu*  as  the  returns  in  this  office  will  ena- 
ble me  to  do  so. 

i  have  to  observe  that  these  tables  show  the  whole  number  of  sick  in 
the  regiments,  whether  in  quarters  or  hospital,  as  reported  by  the 
medical  officers.  Of  the  men  thus  reported,  more  than  one-half  are 
affected  with  trivial  complaints,  that  could  scarcely  justify  their  being 
left  behind  in  case  the  army  should  be  put  in  motion. 

In  the  cavalry  regiments  the  sick  report  is  swollen  considerably  in 
consequence  of  injuries  to  the  men  received  from  the  horses.  A  very 
considerable  item  in  many  of  the  regiments  is  due  to  the  number  of 
men  waiting  discharges  in  consequence  of  disqualification  from  old 
physical  infirmities. 

Among  the  regular  troops  the  sick  report  is  seriously  increased  by  the 
number  of  venereal  cases,  some  of  which  were  received  from  Galifordia; 
others  contracted  here. 

Measles,  which  seems  to  be  scourging  the  whole  Army  of  the  United 
States,  still  breaks  out  from  time  to  time  in  different  regiments.  Ber- 
dan's  Sharpeliooters  have  been  and  are  still  severely  affected  with  that 
disease.  It  is  hoped  that  hospital  and  field  arrangements  already  made 
and  in  progress  will  soon  abate  this  evil.  It  will  be  perceived  that 
among  the  Vermont  troops  in  Brooks'  brigade  there  is  a  wide  difference 
in  the  ratio  of  sick  between  the  Second  and  Third  Regiments  and  the 
other  three.  I  have  already  endeavored  to  give  some  explanation  of 
this  is  in  a  former  report.  I  have  now  to  state  that  I  have  sent  a  large 
detachment  of  convalescents  to  Philadelphia  in  order  to  make  room  for 
the  sick  of  this  brigade  in  the  general  hospitals,  in  hoi)es  some  beneficial 
effect  may  result  to  the  well  from  removing  tne  si<^  from  their  sight, 
thus  avoiding  the  depressing  influence  of  the  daily  observation  of  so 
much  sickness  among  their  comrades. 

•  See  p.  41. 
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As  a  genoral  rale  it  would  seem,  as  is  nataralLthat  the  ratio  of  sick 
is  inveiiely  as  the  military  age  of  the  men.  When  a  departare  from 
this  rale  is  perceived,  as  it  will  be  in  certain  brigades,  one  important 
reason  for  it  will  probably  be  found  in  the  lax  and  inefficient  discipline 
of  the  regiment.  I  called  attention  to  an  instance  of  that  sort  a  few  days 
since,  and  was  told  that  the  regiment  was  demoralized  from  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  officers. 

I  ask  attention  in  this  place  to  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Brigadier- 
General  Peck,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  to  show  how  much  may  1^  done 
by  attention  to  certain  sanitary  measures  tliat  I  have  frequently  sug- 
gested, and  which  have  been  more  than  once  directed  from  your  office. 
If  officers  could  be  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  such  measures,  and 
convinced  of  their  certain  beneficial  results,  I  feel  sure  they  would  all 
be  zealous  in  enforcing  them. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  state  that  typhoid  fever,  which  I  feared 
would  seriously  increase  with  the  cold  weather,  has  been  much  decreased 
in  a  very  gi*eat  minority  of  the  regiments,  and  upon  the  whole  I  think  I 
am  justifi^  in  saying  that  the  sanitaiy  condition  of  this  army  is  very 
satisfactory. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  I  have  sent  an  inspector  of  hospitals 
to  Lander^s  division,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  inspections  of  Alexander's 
and  Duane's  commands  are  completed,  I  shall  send  another  to  Peny- 
ville,  Md.,  where  I  have  just  learned  that  typhoid  fever  has  appeared 
and  is  increasing  in  one  of  the  regular  regiments  stationed  at  that 
point 

Very  respeotfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  8.  TBIPLBB, 
Surgeon  and  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac- 

riacUMim  Vq.  1.] 
STONE'S  DIVISION. 


Brigade  and  regimeni. 


QOBMAX*B  BRIOADI. 


First  Minpeaoto 

Second   Hew  York  State 
Militia 


OOLOKBL  anOBrmsoE. 


Serenth  IClohlgaii 

Twentieth  Maaaanhnaetta. 
Andrew  Shaipabootera — 


BUBMa'  BBIUADB. 

Sixty-ninth  Pennajlvania. . 
SeTenty-flrst  Pennaylvania 
SeveDty-aeoond  Pennayly»> 

nia 

One    hnndred   and    aixth 

PennRylvanln 

Light  artillery , 

Tammany     C^ortj'-aeoond 

New^ork 

Fifteenth  Maaaachoaetta.. 

Van  Alen  Cavalry 

Company  I,  Firat  Artillery 


890 

639 


053 

1,120 

1.415 

1,036 
585 

803 
800 
860 
150 


I 


80 


90 
80 
71 


28 
96 

50 

15 
23 

54 
68 

23 
6 


i 


8.83 

8.60 


2L02 

4.71 

ILll 


8.41 
2.80 

8.58 

L45 

8.03 

6.72 

a4o 

2.67 
4.00 


1,708 


62 


2,266 


51.17 


121 


8.46 


&84 


2,622 


148 


151 


2L70 


Sl75 


^ 


11,707 


477 


4.04 


Chat.  ZIT.] 


CORRESPONDENCE,   ETC. — ^UNION. 


McCALL'8  DIYISION. 


716 


Bilgido  md  ngliDMtt. 


BBTHOLDe*  BamADB, 

Seeond  PenMylTanl*  S»- 

■erres 

Eighth  Penaiylnnto  B«- 

Fifth  'PtimjVruDim'''i^ 

First   PeniuiylTttiiA   S«h 

MXA]«*i  BBOAIXB. 

Serwith  PeoMylTanlA  B«- 
Ztorenth  Penn^lranialte- 

Third  PeuiBylTuilA  Be- 
serves 

Foorth  PameylTuiia  Be- 
■erves 

OBD'S  BUOAin. 

mnth    Penneylranis   Be- 

eerres 

Sixth    Peno^ylvanis  Be- 

•erres 

Tenth    PennsylTmis   Be- 

■ei  ires 

Twelfth  PenasylTsais  Be- 
First  PennsyiTsais  Btfles.. 
Fiist  PennsylTsois  ArtO- 

lery 

FirstPennsylTsiiisCsTslry 


09 


018 


872 


846 
888 

876 


•s 


21 
40 
45 


01 

88 
64 
41 

44 

48 

7 

87 
67 

28 

06 


4 

9 


4.04 
4.68 
4.80 
7.04 

&68 

8.82 
&88 
SlOO 

4.68 

6.07 

a72 

4.87 
7.68 

&87 
ia77 


e 

I 


8,284 


8,620 


8,740 


2,154 


168 


5.22 


Is 


g 


i 


If 


s 


184 


187 


185 


&22 


8.65 


a58 


12,767 


5.87 


F.  J,  POBTEB'8  DlVISIOlir. 


MAXnXDAlM'B  BBIOADB. 

Twenty-seeond  Mssisoha- 
netts 

1,167 
700 
978 
686 
700 

060 
1,050 
1,617 
1,120 

800 

840 
1,028 
1,040 

1,080 
1,U0 

47 
76 
48 
12 
88 

47 
29 
81 
65 

88 

89 
72 
40 

45 
74 

4.06 
10.85 
4.03 
L88 
&57 

4.94 
2.76 
8.04 
4.01 

4.18 

4.64 
7.02 
8.84 

4.18 
&66 

SeeofMl  ICslnf^ ..,.-...,, 

Bighteentfa  ICssaschnsetU. 
Twenty-flfth  Kew  York — 
Thlrtennih  Kew  York 

4,166 

222 

&82 

MOBSLL'S  BBIOADB. 

BVtnrtMmth  Nev  York -,,^- 

Fdnrth  lilohigHi 

Hinth  IfssssooQsetts 

Sizty-ssooiid  PwMylTsnis. 
SsTfliiteeiiih  New  York.... 

4,187 

164 

8.96 

8todktOD*8  HiAhigsn  [Six- 
tecnthj 

Bii^ty>tiilTd  PennsylTsois. 
Forty-fourth  New  York. . . . 

CATALBT  BBIOADB. 

Third  PeoMylrsnis  Cst- 
airy      r. 

8,708 

184 

&85 

Bighth  Pennsylvsnis  Cst- 
alrr ..,T-T--r--,»T»- 

8,200 

U9 

&40 

14,206 

688 

4.85 

•iij  .......•.•«•••••.••..• 
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t 

a 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

I 

_ 

5 
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1 

5 

. 

iicaoj*'  BMOira. 

I,  wo 

s 
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1,001) 

wt 

SH 

H 

i 

41 

11 

47 

Oi&l 

3.78 
4.0« 

i.M 
4.  ID 

4.601 

in 

4.J3 

COWDUr'B  BUOAIIB. 

4,m 

B.25 

col.  B.  K.  BTAIll'B  BUIQAIIK. 

Fifth  New  JerMy  Tolon- 

KlgbtbHavJansTTalDn- 

t,7M 

IM 

Ml 

11. 4U 

SIT 

«.S 

BI.BlfEEB'3  DinSlOH. 


Foctr-flllh  Ma«  York 

»4T 

esi 

g 

m 

m 

u 
u 

w 

IS 

as 

1 

88 

1.71) 

i 

6.  OS 

TUny^itaUiWwYurk.... 
PUtyfiwItll  Naw  York .... 

BOHUNl  UUBADB. 
irot  BUUDID. 

r«irU.  Hew  York  CTihT 
rortr-Ont  New  York  Tol- 

1,417 

IM 

S.U 

^716 

JJI 

4.S4 

114 

^o« 

I,»B 

■■■■;  ■;„ 

10.117 

411 

4.U 

SMITH'S  DIYISION. 


«^coc<-.».^. 
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«a 

8.11 

0,00 
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IN 
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SMITH'S  DlVISIOlir-^oiiUniied. 


Brlfftdd  and  xegtment. 


Sfloond  ITonuont. 
Third  TeruMmt.. 

Plftlk  ITflnnoiit. . . 
Sixth  Tecaont... 


BBAniAM*S  BBfOAn^ 


1,081 


VorCy-Bfaiih  Ifvw  7ork. . . 
Thirty-third  New  York.. . 
I^orty-aerenth  Pomsy  IvaniA 

SeTtnth  Maine 

Cameron  Caralry 


1,047 

1,000 

970 


870 
800 


1 


87 

84 

244 

S71 


808 
1,000 


78 
41 
44 
107 
96 


I 


a58 

9.38 
23L30 
27.10 
83w00 


a84 
&18 
4.88 

18.94 
9.60 


4,088 


•3 

X 


8,488 

1,000 


910 


96 


I 

i 


16.40 


7.64 
9.00 


I 

s 

p 


12,042 


i 
I 


1,680 


12L60 


CASEY'S  DIVISION. 


One  hundred  and  fourth 
PenneTl¥*BlA , 

924 

1,480 

990 

850 

840 
900 
849 

1,143 
900 
900 
875 

892 

22 

117 

91 

119 

88 

44 

36 

44 

67 
20 
81 

161 

2.88 

7.90 

9.80 

14.00 

8.04 
4.88 
4.24 

8.85 

7.46 
2.92 
8.54 

19.18 

Fifty-sixth  Kew  York 

Eleventh  Maine 

Fifty  eecond  Pennarlrania . 

4L174 

848 

a88 

nCOHD  BUOADB. 

Fifty-nlnth  New  York 

Eighty-sixth  New  York .... 
Eiih^-flfth  Pennsylvaain. . 

TBIBD  BBIOADB. 

Kinth  Vew  tTertey 

9;  608 

118 

4.86 

Eighty.flfth  New  York 

Serenty-seTenthNewYork. 
Eighty-aeyenth  New  York . 

raOVUIOKAL  BBIOADB. 

Sixty-f onrth  New  York. 

OBHBBAL  STUB*  BBIOADB... 

8,818 

892 

2,405 

1,677 

163 

161 
186 

125 

4.24 

19.18 
&45 

ao5 

11,482 

785 

a83 

Colonel  Hnat'a  artillery  re- 
serye 

QBBBBAL  OOOKB'S  BBIOADB. 

First  Begiment  XT.  S.  Cay- 
airy 

424 
606 

682 

984 

745 
T20 

48 

61 

60 
101 

71 
182 

Second  Eegiinent,  seyan  1 
conmaDlea I 

Fonrtn    Begiment,    two 
oomiwiiieii .............. 

Fifth  Kegimfnt... .,, 

Sixth  Beigiment 

a68 
18.88 

2,646 

260 

ia2i 

First  Berdan  Shacpahoot- 
era 

Seoond     Berdan      Sharp- 

1,465 

908 

ia85 
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Brigade  and  legiment. 


COVCR'B  BBXOAUB. 

Seventh  Kaaaacbnaetta. 
Thiny-aixtb  New  York. 
Second  Rhode  Island. . . 
Tenth  IfaMaehosotta. . . 


PICK'S  BUOADB. 


nfty  .fifth  New  York 

Sixtr-second  New  York . . . 
Thirteenth  Pennsylvania. . 
Ninety-el{!hth  Pennsylranla 
Ninety>tliir«l  Pennsylyania 

OBAHAX'B  BBIOADB. 


First  Lonff  Islsnd 

Twenty'tbird  Pennsylvania. 
Thirty-first  Pennsylvania. . . 
Sixty-third  Pennsylvsniarfl 
Batteries  of  artiltery. ...... 


i 


1,006 
800 
877 

1,011 


600 

902 
1.106 

824 
1.018 


817 
1,400 
880 
850 
208 


i 


s 


20 

17 

4 

88 


10 
20 
20 
10 
85 


12 
64 
18 
49 
63 


1.99 

8.12 

.45 

8.26 


1.66 
2.21 
2.85 
LSI 
8.43 


L46 
4.38 
L47 
S.82 
2.81 


8,683 


4.430 


74 


101 


4,275 


201 


2.00 


2.26 


4.70 


11,400 


5 


876 


tn 


McDOWXLL'S  DIVIBION. 


KDCO'B  BBIGADB. 

Sixth  'Wisoonsin 

960 
996 
821 
892 

735 
878 
976 
915 

800 
837 
8:^5 

660 
082 
663 

76 
40 
67 
70 

28 

81 
85 
87 

83 
24 
53 

24 

107 

19 

&04 
4.11 
&94 
7.84 

8.12 

a54 

8.59 
4.04 

4.12 
2.85 
6.42 

&60 

10.89 

8.87 

Sevent-H  Wl»<ymsin 

Second  Wisconidn 

Nineteenth  Indiana 

8,669 

1 

1 

268 

7.17 

WAOfiWOBTB'B  BRIOADB. 

Twenty 'first  New  York 

Twenty -third  New  York .... 

Thlrtv-flf th  New  York 

1      ,,.,... 

Twentieth  New  York 

8,604 

126 

8.69 

▲UOUB'S  BBiaADI. 

Thirtieth  New  York 

t 

Twenty-second  New  York . . 

' 

Twenty-fonrth  New  York  . 

Fourteenth    Now   York 
(State  Militia) 

8,112 

j . ., 

184 

4.80 

Second  New  YorkCavalry . 

Batteries  of  artillery ........ 

:    1.645 

126 

........ 

&15 

11,830 

649 

&« 

HEIKTZELMAN'B  DIVISION. 


RICHABPSOB'S  BBIOADB. 

Second  Michigan 

1,000 
935 
930 
727 

800 
864 
718 
957 

1,087 
620 
679 

984 

1,000 
411 

67 
43 
42 
56 

26 
86 
41 
60 

49 
61 

f    «» 

88 

69 
5 

6w70 
4.60 
4.62 
7.66 

8.25 
4.17 
5.71 
6.27 

4.74 
a84 
4.49 

9.42 

6L9 

1.23 

Third  Michigan 

Fifth  Michipran 

Thirty-seventh  Now  York . . 

8,892 

197 

8l80 

BBXKSWICK'B  BBIOADB. 

Third  Maine 

Fourth  Maine 

Thirty-eighth  New  York. . . 

Fortieth  New  York 

8,339 

163 

4.58 

JAMBSON'S  BBIOADB. 

Sixty-third  Pennsylvania. . . 

Sixty-first  Pennsylvania 

One  nnndred  and  fifth  Penn- 
svlvania 

8,170 

224 

•  •••••  •  • 

7.17 

First  Now  Jersey  Cavalry. . 

• 

Three  batteries  artillery. . . . 

1,411 

74 

5.24 

11,812 

658 

&» 
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FBANKLDTS  BXVISIOK. 


Brlgnde  andreglmaiL 


FbBiNow  Jenej 

Seoood  New  JTcney 

Third  New  Jeawy^. 

Ponrth New (Teney ....... 

nnnoH*B  buoads. 

Thiiij  eeomid  New  Yovk. . 

Thirty-firat  New  York 

Xbehteenth  New  York 

VUty'lbartti  PeuwylTmniA. 

BLOCUM'S  BBIOADB. 

Twenty-eerenth  New  York 

Sixteenth  New  York 

Fifth  Heine 

innety-eizth  Peuwylraiii* 

BoUerlee  of  artiUory 

Tijiywhi  Cavalry 


1,000 
1.027 
1,040 
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850 
770 
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828 
027 
484 
1.100 


84 

88 
82 


80 
45 
88 

80 


40 

101 

02 

82 

28 
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I 


&4 

8.21 
3.07 
8.18 


5.03 
5l20 
4.87 
8.85 


5.83 

11.22 

11.11 

&46 

6.80 

laoo 


8,051 


8,888 


6,020 


•g 


fee 

S 


i 


i 


127 


166 


408 


8.81 


4.88 


an 


a 

I 


12,880 


6.00 


BANKS'  DIVIBION. 


Ninth  New  York  State  Mil- 
itla 

1,005 

1,018 

090 

918 

1,651 

034 

884 

1,005 
018 

1,008 

I    108 

1,1«1 
035 

851 
883 

I    726 

708 

005 

066 

806 

88 

20 
82 
28 
25 
61 
81 

U 

14 

4 

0 

02 
84 

20 

70 

88 

88 

20 
15 

00 

182 

8.28 

2.85 

8.28 

2.61 

1.81 

&48 

4.87 

LOO 
L53 

0i40 

4.54 

6.58 
8.84 

8.07 
7.03 

4.55 

5.10 

2.25 
L57 

10L06 

1 

t 

1 

Second  IDiMaehnaetts  Vol- 
nnteera  

Twenty-ninth    Pennsylva- 
nin  volonteere 

!•••••••" 

nia  V  olnntoeiB 

Forty-alxth  Fennaylvaaia 
Volanteoni , , 

Nineteenth  Now  York  Vol* 
nnteers 

Thirteenth  liaaaachnaetts 
Yolanteere 

1 
1 

First  ICaryhind  Yolonteets. 

Twelfth  MaaaaohnaetU  Vol- 

nnteere 

1 

Fourth  ArtUlery,  Company 

First '  Pennsyiyiinia*  ArtU-' 

lery.  Company  A  

First Miohiffan  Cavatay.... 

Third  Wisconsin  Yolnnteers 

Thirtieth  PonnsylTania  Yol- 
nnteets 

Beren  oompanlea  First  Tir* 
ginln   Begiment  Volon* 

Second  Home  Brigade 

Xwonty-eighih  Now  York 
Yolnnteers. 

Fifth  Coaneotlcnt  Yolon- 
teers 

Twelfth  Indiana  Yolonteefs. 

First  Begtmeot  Home  Brig, 
ade 

DiTision  Hospital  at  Fred- 
eifokCity.:. 

18,007 

1,050 

Sl88 
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8T710nBB*S  DlVlBXOir. 


Biigado  md  regiment 


HOWABO*8  BRiaADI. 


Fifth  New  Hampshire 

Fourth  Bhode  laland 

Sizty-flnt  New  York  .... 
Bighty-flrst  PeiuwyKania. 

mAOHSK'S  BUOADB. 


SlxtT-fbird  New  York 

Sixty-ninth  New  York 

Eighty  •eighth  New  York.. 

FBBHCH'B  BBIQADB. 

Fifty-eeoood  New  York . . . . 
Fifty-eeventh  New  York. . . 

Sixty-sixth  Kew  York 

Fifty-third  PennsyWania. . . 
Eighth  niinoia  Cavalry 


i 

I 
I 


1 


I 


& 


102 


725 

750 


718 
059 


712 
728 
788 
MO 
1.128 


81 
85 


86 


41 
21 
53 
72 

220 


ia22 


11.17 
4.67 


4.68 
4.75 
&45 


S.75 
9.88 
7.18 
7.66 
19. » 


2,478 


2,066 


8,118 
1,128 


818 


101 


187 
220 


a82 


I 


4.80 


6lW 
10.50 


8^780 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


General    Hospital,    Balti. 

254 

DIx'a  diTision— total 

18,442 

1.1» 

8La 

1 

[Inoloaare  No.  2.] 

Headquabtebs  Bbigade, 
Tennallytotcnj  D.  0.,  February  5, 1862. 

Sarg.  Ghables  B.  Tbipleb,  Medical  Director  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sib:  When  so  many  statements  are  flying  about  touching  the  health 
of  this  army,  I  desire  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  reports  th>m  my 
brigade,  which  seem  to  show  that  its  sanitary  condition  is  very  excel- 
lent. With  five  regiments,  in  this  rainy  season,  the  number  of  sick  had 
been  as  low  as  59,  and  averaging  about  70. 

This  state  of  things  is  not  accidental,  but  mainly  the  results  of  a  well- 
digested  system  persistently  followed.  Gamps  have  been  changed  fre- 
quently. Tents  have  been  often  struck ;  the  ground  cleaned  and  aired. 
Bide  hills  and  high  ground  have  been  preferred.  Much  attention  has 
been  paid  to  drainage.  Troops  were  not  allowed  to  go  below  the  sur- 
flBkce  in  their  tents.    Vaccination  has  been  general. 

I  am  fortunate  in  having  a  skillful,  intelligent,  and  faithful  brigade 
surgeon. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Brigadier-  OeneraL 
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Heaik^uabtbbs  Depabtubnt  of  Westebn  YntaiNiA, 

Wheeling,  February  7, 1862. 
Brig.  Qen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-Qentral  U.  8.  Armyj  WtuhinffU^y  D.  C: 

Qvnkbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  for  the  consideration  of  the 
General-in-Chief  the  following: 

1.  Up  to  the  present  date  there  is  bnt  little  force  of  rebels  scattered 
along  the  southern  and  western  border  of  this  department  and  covering 
the  railroad  lines  adjacent  thereto. 

2.  Two  columns  organized  as  secretly  as  possible,  with  pack -trains  and 
shelter-tents,  instead  of  wagons  and  tents,  carrying  hand-mills  for  grind- 
ing com  for  bread,  one  moving  from  Big  Sandy  Valley,  the  other  from 
Baieigh  Gonrt-House,  would  be  able  to  strike  the  Southwestern  Vir- 
ginia and  Tennessee  Bailroad  at  Abingdon  on  the  west  and  Central  on 
the  east,  and  completely  break  that  ro^  up  and  hold  the  valley. 

3.  The  present  force  in  the  Big  Sandy  and  Ouyandotte  Valleys,  aided 
by  one  or  two  more  regiments  and  under  one  commander,  would  sufSce 
for  one  column.  Five  more  regiments  in  Kanawha  Valley  would  give 
strength  enough  for  the  other:  that  is  to  say,  eight  more  regiments, 
including  one  of  cavalry,  would  answer  and  hold  the  Kanawha  Valley 
strongly  enough  for  all  probable  purposes. 

4.  There  would  be  required  not  more  than  2,000  animals  in  addition 
to  those  now  on  hand  to  carry  out  these  plans. 

5.  I  have  now  about  100  trained  packers,  and  orders  ave  being  exe- 
cuted by  which  all  the  teamsters  of  ever^'  regiment  in  this  department 
will  be  instructed  in  packing. 

6.  There  may  probably  be  found  forage  enough  on  the  routes  to  sub- 
sist the  trains  through  to  the  valley  and  certainly  enough  there. 

7.  If  the  General-in-Chief  sees  great  military  advantages  in  carrying 
out  the  complete  disruption  of  that  rebel  railroad  route,  and  will  give 
me  directions  to  prepare  the  ways  and  means  of  doing  it  on  the  general 
plan  indicated,  or  any  modification  thereof  found  desirable,  and  will 
place  the  w^st  side  of  Big  Sandy  with  its  present  force  under  my  com- 
mand, I  will  be  answerable  for  the  work. 

8.  I  wish  orders  in  reference  [to]  General  Denver,  who  informs  me  he 
18  ordered  to  report  to  me. 

9.  I  wish  Hartsuff  to  command  the  Big  Sandy  column  if  I  can  possi- 
bly get  him. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS, 
Brigadier-Qeneraly  U.  8.  Army^ 


Hbai)quabtebs  Division  at  Fbedebick, 

February  10, 1802» 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Aeeistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Washingtonj  D.  0,: 

Getvebal:  Owing  to  the  discontent  existing  among  the  rebel  troops, 
and  the  oppressive  measures  adopted  to  force  citizens  of  Virginia  into 
the  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  number  of  deserters  and  ref- 
ugees from  rebels  at  Hancock  is  becoming  very  large,  and  the  expense  of 
transportation  correspondingly  great.    Cannot  we  limit  the  number 

46  R  B— VOL  Y 
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seDt  forward  to  Washington  nx>on  some  safe  principle  of  discriminatioD, 
so  as  to  avoid  the  otherwise  necessary  ezpenditnresf 

I  am,  general,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  P.  BANKS, 
Majar-Oeneralj  Camnuinding  DivUkm. 


Heabquabtess  of  the  Abmy, 

Waahingtanj  February  14, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Edsegbans, 

Commanding  Department  of  Western  Virginia: 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  7th  is  received.  The  general  idea  of 
your  proposed  march  is  an  excellent  one,  but  allow  me  to  suggest  for 
your  consideration  a  modification. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  a  fair  pike  leading  fh>m  Preston- 
bnrg,  Ky.,  to  Abingdon,  the  usual  road  followed  by  drovers,  &c.,  the  dis- 
tance between  the  two  points  being  about  70  miles  in  a  right  line,  and  the 
Sandy  being  navigable  to  Prestonburg  nearly  all  the  year.  If  this  be 
so,  this  line  would  seem  to  present  the  most  favorable  chance,  and  the 
opneration  could  be  conducted  with  wagons  several  weeks  earlier  than 
would  be  practicable  by  the  route  you  suggest. 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  take  this  matter  into  consideration  and 
inform  me  of  the  conclusions  at  which  you  arrive. 
In  haste,  very  truly,  yours,. 

GEO.  B.  MoOLELLAN, 
Major-Oenerdly  Commanding  U.  8.  Army. 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

WashingUmj  February  15, 1862. 
General  Lander: 

From  the  information  received  here  as  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy 
at  Bomney,  and  from  the  fact  that  he  is  establishing  a  telegraph  line 
between  Winchester  and  Bomney,  it  is  supposed  that  he  is  determined 
to  hold  that  place  at  all  hazards. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Commanding  General  desires  me  to 
enjoin  the  utmost  caution  upon  you  in  your  movements.  As  you  are 
on  the  spot  you  can  better  see  how  favorable  the  occasion  may  be  for 
a  contest  with  the  enemy  than  the  Commanding  General,  but  no  des- 
perate risks  are  to  be  incurred,  no  uncertainty  of  result  to  be  hazarded. 
The  General's  designs  are  not  such  as  to  include  any  unnecessary  hazard 
at  this  moment. 

By  command  of  Miyor-General  McClellan: 

JA8.  A.  HABDIE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel^  Aide-^e-Oamp. 


Febbuaby  15, 1862—9.45  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Mabcy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

It  is  out  of  the  question  to  make  the  attack  to-night.  It  is  not  yet 
reported  to  me  that  the  boats  from  Baltimore  have  arrived.  In  other 
respects  I  am  not  ready.  I  must  point  out  to  two  or  three  of  my 
colonels  from  this  shore  my  plan  of  attack,  and  must  have  daylight 
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to  do  it  in.  I  mnst  know  if  I  am  to  Lave  the  co-operation  of  the  flotilla, 
and  to  what  extent  If  80, 1  most  have  an  interview  with  the  captain 
commanding,  and  have  an  understanding^  that* we  may  act  in  concert 
Nor  is  the  night  anspicioos,  for  a  boat  is  visible  on  the  water  for  a 
greater  distance  than  the  width  of  this  river.  I  have  no  reasons  for 
preferring  the  mode  of  attack  already  suggested  by  me  except  those 
lomished. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadter-Oeneralj  Commanding  Divinon, 


DiYisiON  Headquarters, 
Frederickj  Md.^  February  17, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  On  the  day  I  received  yonr  instructions  to  report  the  condition 
of  my  division  with  reference  to  advance  movements,  orders  were 
issued  to  increase  its  artillery  and  effect  an  immediate  exchange  of 
inefBcient  for  efficient  arms.  So  much  uncertainty  attends  the  execu- 
tion of  orders  issued,  that  I  deemed  proper  to  defer  a  final  answer  to 
your  inquiries  until  the  full  effect  of  these  orders  should  be  ascertained. 

It  gives  me  infinite  pleasure  now  to  inform  you  that  my  division,  so 
flEir  as  my  armament  is  concerned,  is  ia  conditioii  for  any  service.  In- 
stead of  four  Gpounder  smooth-bore  guns,  I  have  now  with  the  troops  at 
Frederick  three  fbll  batteries  of  10-pounder  Parrotts,  and  these^  with 
the  guns  accompanying  the  different  detachments  on  the  river,  which  we 
actively  guard  and  defend  for  more  than  100  miles,  will  constitute  an 
artillery  force  of  five  full  batteries  available  for  active  service.  Im- 
perfect muskets  are  in  daily  process  of  exchange  for  good  weapons. 
The  health  of  the  division  is  not  surpassed  by  any  division  in  the 
Army,  and  the  men  have  a  very  sharp  appetite  for  work. 

Altogether  I  am  happy  to  report  my  division  in  excellent  condition 
for  haid  work. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-General^  Commanding  Division, 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker^  Lower  Potomaej  Maryland^ 

February  17, 1802—12  m. 
Brig.  Oen.  S.  Williams, 

AdjtUant'Oeneraly  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

The  steamer  Columbia,  with  four  barges,  arrived  at  Liveri>ool  Point 
at  9  o'clock  last  night.  She  reports  that  tne  remaining  six  bargee  will 
arrive  some  time  to-day. 

When  in  Washington  last  the  Miyor-General  Commanding  reported 
that  an  experiment  was  being  made  to  have  these  barges  bridged  to 
enlarge  their  capacity  for  transporting  troops,  but  as  no  frames  have 
arrived  for  that  purpose,  I  conclude  the  project  has  been  abandoned. 
I  request  that  I  may  be  infbrmed  if  it  has.  been  ascertained  by  experi- 
ment-,  or  only  by  measurement,  that  ten  barges  of  the  class  sent  me  can 
transixirt  4,000  troops.  As  the  experiment  here  will  attract  attention, 
I  have  been  indisposed  to  make  it 

The  rain  of  to-day  indicates  that  a  favorable  moment  for  my  enter- 
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priso  is  close  at  hand.  I  mnst  have  a  dark 'morning,  for  if  the  enemy 
obser\'o  my  movements  early  the  news  can  be  communicated  to  Dum- 
fries, and  I  shall  have  a  larger  force  thrown  on  me  than  I  can  conveni- 
ently handle.  The  snow  and  moon  together  would  be  fatal  to  my  suc- 
cess. 
Be  pleased  to  telegraph  me  resx>ecting  the  capacity  of  the  barges. 
Very  respectlully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oevieraly  Comnumding  Diviaionn 


Febbuaby  18,  1862—3  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams: 

It  has  been  reported  to  me,  and  I  credit  it,  th«it  about  260  rebels  have 
been  breaking  ground  directly  across  from  Liverpool  Point  to-day.  The 
river  is  3^  miles  across  at  that  point,  and  if  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing a  battery,  it  can  do  no  harm.  If  they  cannot  strike  vessels  dis- 
tant 1  mile,  they  are  not  to  be  apprehended  at  more  than  three  times 
that  distance.  It  is  estimated  that  about  250  men  are  at  work  there. 
The  balloon  was  up  all  the  morning,  but  the  observations  were  unsatis- 
factory— the  atmosphere  being  thick  in  the  morning  and  foggy  in  the 
evening.    The  snow  also  obscures  the  outlines  of  the  camps. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Bngadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 


FfiBBUABT  18,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams: 

With  the  data  before  me  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  invasion  of  Virginia 
by  Fouke's  Landing  or  Boyd's  Hole  will  be  productive  of  the  same  results 
as  at  Aquia,  with  this  diflerence :  it  gives  us  a  better  country  to  cam- 
paign in.  The  effect  on  the  war  in  Eastern  Virginia  would  depend  very 
much  on  the  strength  of  the  column.  If  of  three  divisions,  it  would 
compel  the  enemy  in  the  north  to  fall  back  without  his  railroads,  enable 
us  to  take  Bichmond,  or,  if  considered  of  more  importance,  capture 
Magruder's  command. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Comnumding  Division, 


Headquabtebs  Hookbb^s  Division, 
Camp  Bdkei'y  Lower  PotomaOj  Maryland^  Febrwiry  20, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  Williams, 

Adjutawt-Qeneral,  Army  ofth^  Potomac: 

As  Captain  Wyman  did  not  call  on  me  on  his  return,  as  was  expected 
by  the  Mtyor-Oeneral  Commanding  in  his  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  and 
not  knowing  but  that  there  might  be  something  remaining  which  that 
officer  had  not  communicated  to  me,  I  visited  him  this  p.  m.  This  was 
my  earliest  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

I  learned  nothing  of  the  subject  of  our  meeting  which  had  not  already 
been  communicate  in  his  letter  of  the  18th  instant,*  and  which  was 
answered  by  my  letter  to  Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams  on  the  same  day. 

My  observations  from  the  balloon  satisfy  me  that  the  batteries  in  my 

*  Not  found. 
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iront  can  be  stormed  and  carried  in  the  manner  I  hare  already  commu- 
nicated whenever  a  snitable  night  presents  itself  for  that  service;  or,  if 
that  should  not  be  deemed  the  most  satisfactory  mode  of  destroying 
them,  I  now  have  the  means,  with  the  aid  of  the  flotilla,  of  landing  three 
brigades  of  my  division  on  the  rebel  shore  and  of  demolishing  the  bat- 
teries regularly. 

To  do  this  I  would  begin  the  attack  on  Cockpit  Point,  and  march 
down  the  river,  crossing  the  Quantico  by  boats.  With  six  Dahlgren 
howitzers  firom  high  ground  on  the  north  side  of  the  Quantico  I  can 
drive  the  rebels  from  the  batteries  at  Shipping  Point  in  two  hours. 
These  guns,  with  ammunition,  I  can  procure  icom  the  flotiUa. 

The  Whitworth  guns  have  arrived.  If  these  guns  iK)ssess  the  virtues 
assigned  them,  I  believe  that  the  camps  of  aU  the  supports  of  the  bat- 
teries can  be  broken  up,  I  will  know  as  soon  as  I  can  have  them  put  in 
position. 

The  steamer  Page  will  also  be  in  danger,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

The  free  navigation  of  the  river  will  give  us  immense  advantage  over 
the  rebels,  particularly  so  long  as  the  roads  remain  in  their  present  con- 
dition, and  the  destruction  of  the  batteries  will  in  no  way  expose  future 
intentions  of  the  Major-Oeneral  in  the  conduct  of  the  war. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division. 


Fbedebick,  Md.,  February  22, 1862. 
General  B.  B.  Maboy,  Chirf  of  Staff ,  dkc: 

General  :  In  relation  to  the  subject  considered  in  the  interview  with 
General  McGlellan,  I  am  able  to  report  that  the  troops  of  this  division 
are  ready  for  immediate  movement.  The  quartermaster  and  commissary 
are  completing  their  arrangements  for  transportation  and  supplies.  As 
soon  as  the  additional  troops  which  were  spoken  of  by  General  McGlel- 
lan can  be  designated  and  put  in  communicatio]^  with  us,  the  General 
can  put  us  on  the  march. 

Colonel  Geary  is  prepared  to  occupy  the  Loudoun  Heights.  Parties  to 
which  I  referred  for  destroying  the  bridge  designated  by  me,  and  one 
other  westward,  if  possible,  on  the  same  railway,  crossing  the  sources 
of  Goose  Creek,  which  falls  into  the  Potomac  at  Edwards  Ferry,  are  at 
work.  These  are  bridges  spanning  streams  as  wide  as  the  Potomac  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  although  less  rapid  and  deep,  and  the  opinion  is  ex- 
pressed here  that  once  broken  they  could  not  be  reconstructed  in  some 
weeks.  The  engineers  will  have  explained  their  views  of  the  most 
practicable  crossing.  My  own  opinion,  after  such  reflection  as  I  could 
£^ve  the  subject,  is  that  the  pontoon  train  will  serve  best  for  the  first 
crossing ;  it  can  be  thrown  across  in  a  few  hours,  and  we  can  transport 
artillery  and  supply  wagons  across  by  hand  instead  of  teams,  if  neces- 
sary. The  canal-boat  bridge  can  be  constructed  immediately  after,  and 
the  railway  company  will  replace  theirs  in  two  weeks'  time  for  perma- 
nent use. 

The  Charlestown  road  is  the  best  for  travel,  and  carries  us  to  the 
weakest  points  of  the  town.  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the  outline  of 
movement  suggested  will  be  a  successful  one. 

I  should  be  glad  to  receive  the  maps  of  that  part  of  Virginia  which 
exhibits  the  roads  at  Bomney,  Unger's,  Bloomery  Gap,  &c.,  and  the  de- 
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tails  of*  information  of  tho  field  works,  &c,  at  W ,  which  you 

were  kind  enoagb  to  say  yon  would  send  mo  within  a  day  or  two. 

All  rebel  troops,  except  pickets,  have  been  withdrawn  !h)m  Martins- 
burg  and  fallen  back,  to  Winchester.  Humor  suggests  two  objects  in  this 
movement:  the  first  is,  that  they  contemplate  mo^ing  to  Richmond;  the 
second  is,  that  Jackson  will  move  again  on  Bomney.  My  own  imprea- 
sion  is  that  they  stand  at  Winchester. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Faulkner's  speech  is  confirmed  by  Colonel  Leonard, 
who  says  it  is  undoubtedly  correct. 

The  day  has  been  observed  by  all  classes  of  people  here ;  salutes 
were  fired,  and  *<  the  address"  was  read  to  a  very  large  concourse  of 
soldiers  and  citizens.  The  services  were  impressive,  and  will  produce 
an  excellent  effect  bere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

K  P.  BANKS, 
Majar-Oeneraij  dte. 


Udqs.  Division,  Fbedbbioe,  Md.,  February  23, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Mabcy,  Chief  of  Staffs  Ac.  : 

Oenebal:  My  letter  of  Saturday  missed  the  messenger  by  aoeident. 
It  is  forwarded  to-day.  We  shall  accomplish  all  contemplated  under 
the  march  in  my  orders  received  this  afternoon.  If  the  pontoon  train 
arrives  to-morrow  we  shaU  occupy  Harpei^s  Ferry  to-morrow  night,  and 
be  on  the  road  to  Gharlestown  in  the  morning.  It  is  expected  Colonel 
Geary  will  seize  the  heights  to-night.  If  tho  bridge  is  thrown  across 
by  Captain  Duane  we  shall  cross  at  night  with  6,000  men,  one  regiment 
of  cavalry,  and  16  pieces  of  artillery.  The  cavalry  will  march  the  wagon 
roads,  tbe  artillery  be  divided  between  cars  and  road,  as  the  weight  is 
too  great  for  travel  at  this  season ;  their  arrival  will  be  delayed  some- 
what on  this  account.  Colonel  Leonard  can  cross  at  Williamsport  with 
1,000  men  j  General  Williams,  if  not  engaging  tbe  enemy  with  General 
Lander,  will  have  3,000  more  men ;  and  should  it  prove  that  no  encounter 
with  the  enemy  at  B%th  or  in  that  vicinity  will  take  place,  ought  we 
not  to  put  in  execution  the  plan  of  attack  on  Winchester,  if  the  antici- 
pated battle  does  not  occur  outside!  This  is  a  favorable  opportunity. 
Tlie  roads  to  Winchester  are  turnpikes  and  in  tolerable  condition,  and 
the  only  roads  that  are  passable.  The  enemy  is  weak,  demoralized,  and 
depressed.  The  result  is  sure,  if  wo  can  compass  the  force  contem- 
plated in  the  conference  with  the  General  Commanding.  In  co-operation 
with  General  Lander,  and  General  Burns,  with  the  increase  of  artillery 
aud  a  regiment  of  regular  cavalry,  wo  will  not  ask  odds  of  fortune. 
Our  force  alone  is  not  sufficient,  but  we  will  gladly  risk  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c., 

N.  P.  BAlifES, 
Major-Oenerat,  Commanding  Dirmon. 


Febbuaby  23, 1862. 
T.  T.  ECEEBT,  Washington: 

I  consider  a  favorable  morning  for  landing  of  more  importance  than 
the  presence  of  the  Ericsson.  I  would  not  wait  for  her.  If  tho  addi- 
tional force  is  sent,  will  it  not  be  advisable  to  include  Fredericksburg  in 
the  programme  f    The  ibrce  directed  against  the  batteries  will  soon  be 
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at  liberty  to  re-enforce  the  column  directed  against  the  last-named  place. 
They  can  be  landed  at  Fouke's,  it  being  nearer  than  at  Aqoia  Creek.  I 
shall  require  fourteen  landing  planks,  4  feet  wide  and  IG  fleet  long^  with 
strong  ropes  15  feet  long  fastened  at  each  of  the  four  corners.  If  prac- 
ticable, I  should  like  two  more  scows^  similar  to  those  now  in  use,  as 
lighters.  These  should  not  be  brought  here,  but  left  with  the  iioulla 
until  called  for. 

Please  advise  me  what  post  Heintzelman  will  take.  If  the  plan  should 
embrace  Frederic^burg,  I  should  have  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  in  order 
by  a  night  movement  to  destroy  some  of  the  bridges  on  the  rebels'  chief 
line  of  communication*  Will  endeavor  to  cross  over  one  or  two  light 
batteries  for  the  same  object. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Division* 


Division  Headquarters, 

February  23, 1862—5  p.  m. 
Colonel  Leonard,  Commanding  at  WiUiam9port : 

Sir  :  Since  you  left  information  has  been  received  that  the  enemy 
may  attack  Bath.  If  so,  General  Lander  will  give  him  battle  and  Gren- 
eral  Williams  will  co-operate  with  him.  You  will  therefore  make  prep- 
arations to  cross  with  Colonel  Link  and  the  Twelfth  Indiana  at  Will- 
iamspott  to-morrow  (Monday)  night  You  Will  receive  instructions  to- 
morrow as  to  time.  All  the  rest  will  proceed  as  agreed  upon  to-day. 
Please  report  progress  to  these  headquarters  and  any  information  you 
have  of  enemy's  movements. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
MajoT'Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Sandy  Hook,  February  26—10.20  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

The  bridge  was  splendidly  thrown  by  Captain  Duane,  assisted  by 
Lieutenants  Babcock,  Beese,  and  Cross.  It  was  one  of  the  most  diffi- 
cult operations  of  the  kind  ever  performed.  I  recommend  Captain 
Duane  to  be  made  a  m%jor  by  brevet  for  his  energy  and  skill  in  this 
matter;  also  Lieutenants  Babcock,  Beese,  and  Cross,  all  of  the  Corps 
of  Engineers,  to  be  captains  by  bravet.  We  have  8,500  infantry,  18 
^us,  and  two  squadrons  of  cavalry  on  the  Virginia  side.  I  have  exam- 
ined the  ground  and  seen  that  the  troops  are  in  proper  positions  and 
are  ready  to  resist  any  attack.  Loudoun  and  Bolivar  Heights,  as  well  as 
the  Maryland  Heights,  are  occupied  by  us.  Bums'  brig^e  will  be  here 
in  a  couple  of  hours,  and  will  cross  at  daybreak.  Four  more  squadrons 
of  cavalry  and  several  more  guns  pass  here.  Reports  that  G.  W.  Smith 
with  15,000  men  is  expected  at  VVinchester. 

Colonel  Geary  deserves  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  he  occupied 
Virginia  and  crossed  after  the  construction,  of  the  bridge.  We  will 
attempt  the  canal-boat  bridge  to-morrow.  The  spirit  of  the  troops  is 
most  excellent.  They  are  in  the  mood  to  fight  anything.  It  is  raining 
hard,  but  most  of  the  troops  are  in  houses. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 
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Sandy  HooK|  February  27—1  p.  m. 
General  B.  B.  Maboy: 

Do  not  send  the  regular  infantry  until  farther  orders.    Give  Hooker 
orders  not  to  move  until  further  ordera. 

GEO.  B.  McGLELLAN. 


Sandy  Hook,  Febmary  27, 1862—3.30  p.  m. 

B.  B.  Maboy,  Chief  of  8taf: 

The  difQculties  here  are  so  great  that  the  order  for  Keyes'  movement 
must  be  countermanded  until  the  railway  bridge  is  fiuished  or  some 
more  permanent  arrangement  made.  It  is  impossible  to  supply  a  large 
force  here.    Please  inform  Garrett  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAI^, 
Majar-Qeneralj  Commanding, 

Sandy  Hook,  February  27, 1862—3.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

The  lift-lock  is  too  small  to  permit  the  canal-boata  to  enter  the  river, 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  construct  the  i)ermaneut  bridge,  as  I  intended. 
I  shall  probably  be  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  the  safe  and  slow  plan  of 
merely  covering  the  reconstruction  of  the  railroad.  This  will  be  done 
at  once,  but  will  be  tedious.  I  cannot,  as  things  now  are,  be  sure  of 
my  supplies  for  the  force  necessary  to  seize  Winchester,  which  is  prob- 
ably re-enforced  from  Manassas.  The  wiser  plan  is  to  rebuild  the  rail- 
road bridge  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  then  act  according  to  the  state 
of  aft'airs. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Oemral. 

General  MgClellan  : 

If  the  lift-lock  is  not  big  enough  why  cannot  it  be  made  big  enough  t 
Please  answer  immediately. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Sandy  Hook,  February  27—10.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  t 

It  can  be  enlarged,  but  entire  masonry  must  be  destroyed  and  re- 
built, and  new  gates  jnade ;  an  operation  impossible  in  the  present 
stage  of  water  and  requiring  many  weeks  at  any  time.  The  railroad 
bridge  can  be  rebuilt  many  weeks  before  this  could  be  done. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-OeneroL 

"•^■■^^■^ 

Sandy  Hook,  February  27, 1862. 
General  Maboy: 

Bevoke  Hookei's  authority,  in  accordance  with  Barnard's  opinion. 
Immediately  on  my  return  we  will  take  the  other  plan,  and  push  on 
vigorously. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-OeneraiL 
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Baltimore,  Fd^ruarff  27, 1862. 

General  Oeobge  B.  McGlellan,  Headquarters  : 

Have  this  moment  received  the  following  dispatch  from  P.  Willard, 
one  of  oor  supervisors  of  trains  at  Cumberland :  ^'A  man  has  jost  ar- 
rived here  from  Patterson's  Greek,  vith  the  information  that  the  bridge 
has  been  fired  and  was  burning  wlien  he  left."  This  bridge  is  within  8 
miles  of  Cumberland,  east  We  fortunately  have  timber  prepared  in 
the  vicinity.  As  the  line  is  subject  to  raids,  and  the  maintenance  of 
these  structures  is  most  important  to  military  movements  as  well  as  to 
our  ability  for  repairs,  pray  order  military  guards  on  all  important 
bridges  west.  Notwithstanding  the  very  brief  notice,  we  are  much 
gratSled  to  state  that  our  arrangements  are  perfecting  to  accomplish 
lully  your  wishes  as  to  movements  of  batteries,  troops,  &c.  The  cars 
for  the  Service  ordered  this  morning  were  concentrated  through  the 
night  at  Washington,  and  we  confidently  expect  these  movements  to  be 
prompt  and  effective.  We  will  feel  much  obliged  and  relieved  if  you 
can  telegraph  us  regarding  bridges  from  Great  Cacapon  west.  Mr. 
Heskit,  who  takes  charge  of  reconstructing  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
has  gone  up  on  mail  train ;  timber  is  also  being  unloaded.  I  trust  you 
can  grant  him  an  interview  soon  after  his  arrival. 

J.  W.  GARRETT, 
President  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad. 


Sanbt  Hook,  February  27. 
J.  W.  Gabbett,  Esq. : 

Will  give  orders  to  secure  bridges.    Glad  to  hear  that  your  measures 
are  so  effective. 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 

Major-GeneraL 


BALTDiOBE,  February  27, 1862. 
General  R.  B.  Maboy: 

I  understand  that  the  General  Commanding  directs  that  all  the  ar- 
rangements for  transportation  of  troops  from  Washington  be  stopped, 
and  that  the  movements  will  not  take  place  until  further  notice.  The 
General  Commanding  also  telegraphs  to  send  back  all  the  troops  that 
have  started,  which  order  I  have  communicated  to  Mr.  Smith,  now  at 
Relay,  in  charge  of  transportation  at  that  point  Shall  the  horses  and 
artiUery  be  ordered  back  f  I  have  directed  the  trains  held,  awaiting 
your  instructions  regarding  the  latter. 

J.  W.  GARRETT^ 

PresidenU 


Wab  Depabtment, 
Washingtony  D.  (7.,  February  28, 1862—1  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Geobge  B.  MgClellan: 

What  do  you  propose  to  do  with  the  troops  that  have  crossed  the 
Potomaof 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Sandy  Hooe^  February  28, 1862. 
Hon«  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Your  dispatch  received.  I  propose  to  ocoapy  Gharlestown  and  Bun* 
ker  Hill,  so  as  to  cover  the  rebailding  of  the  railway,  while  I  throw 
over  the  snpplies  necessary  for  an  advance  in  force.  I  have  jost  men 
enough  to  accompli^  this.    I  could  not  at  present  supply  more. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Majar-OenerdL 


Sandy  Hook,  February  28, 1862.    (Iteceived  9.30  p.  m.) 

Abbaham  Lincoln,  President: 

It  is  impossible  for  many  days  to  do  more  than  supply  the  troops  now 
here  and  at  Gharlestown.  We  could  not  supply  and  move  to  Winches- 
ter for  many  days,  and  had  I  moved  more  troops  here  they  would  have 
been  at  a  loss  ibr  food  on  the  Virginia  side.  I  know  that  I  have  acted 
wisely,  and  that  you  will  cheerfully  agree  with  me  when  I  explain.  I 
have  arranged  to  establish  depots  on  that  side  so  we  can  do  what  we 
please.    I  have  secured  opening  of  the  road. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN^, 
MajoT'Qeneral^  Commanding* 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  PoTO]1£AO, 

Waahingtanj  February  2Sj  1863.. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib:  I  have  received  the  following  from  General  McGlellan  ibis 
morning : 

Sandy  Hook,  FAnutry  27, 1862. 
Gtsneial  B.  B.  Marct  : 

It  being  iinx>088ible  to  bnild  a  bridge  of  canal-boats,  as  well  as  impossible  to  unload 
and  taka  across  tbo  river  with  sufficient  promptness  the  supplies  needed  by  oar  large 
ibrcei  on  account  of  the  very  limited  space,  I  have  determined  on  the  coarse  I  indicated 
to  Ihe  President  and  Secretary  of  War,  vix,  to  cover  the  opening  of  the  railway  and 
the  rebailding  of  its  bridges.  In  the  mean  time  depots  can  be  established,  which 
will  make  an  advance  easy.  But  this  requires  time.  The  fact  that  caual-boats  oonld 
not  be  used  was  ascertained  only  to-day,  and  I  regarded  the  other  projected  opera- 
tions as  too  important  to  be  deferred  for  the  time  necessary  to  accomplish  this,  which 
can  be  done  at  any  time  hereafter,  the  railway  being  meanwhile  0T>ened. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Mqfor-Omtralf 


Very  respectfally,  yoor  obedient  servant. 

B.  B.  MABOY, 

Ohitf  of  Staff. 


Ghabl'ESTOWN,  February  28, 1862—12.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  have  decided  to  occnpy  this  town  permanently,  and  am  arranging 
accordingly.    I  make  other  arrangements  on  the  right  which  rendei 
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uR  Becore.    Yoa  will  be  satisfied  when  I  see  you  that  I  have  acted 
wisely  and  have  everything  in  hand. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

MajarOeneraL 


Baltimore,  Fd^ntary  28, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  yon  that  the  reconstmction  of  the 
bridge  over  Patterson's  Creek  was  completed  at  1  this  a.  m.,  and  the 
road  is  again  in  order  to  Hancock. 

J.  W.  OABBETTj 

Frendewt. 


CharLestown,  Ya.,  jPe&neary  28, 1862—2  p.  m. 

General  F.  W.  Lander  : 

Move  with  least  possible  delay  on  Martinsbnrg,  whither  Williams  is 
also  ordered  at  once.  When  yon  hold  command  in  hand  occupy  Bun- 
ker HiU,  and  open  your  communication  with  this  place.  Cause  repairs 
of  railroad  to  be  pushed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  so  as  to  draw  your  sup- 
plies from  the  West 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker,  Lower  Fotomao^  Marylandj  February  28, 1862. 

Brig..  Gen.  S.  Williams, 

Adjut^nt-Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Fotomae : 

General:  I  received  last  evening  the  instructions  of  the  Major-Gen- 
eral  Commanding  to  suspend  my  movement  across  the  river  until  further 
orders.  Of  course  it  is  not  for  me  to  know  or  inquire  for  influences  at 
work  to  bring  about  this  suspension. 

I  am  permitted  to  state  that  almost  every  officer  returning  from  Wash- 
ington during  the  past  week  has  communicated  to  me  the  fact  that  my 
command  was  to  cross  and  attack  the  batteries,  and  it  was  even  an- 
nounced several  days  since  in  the  Baltimore  Clipper.  Colonel  D  wight 
returned  last  evening,  and  assured  me  that  he  was  informed  of  it  by  Mr. 
Garett,  I  think  of  the  Judge- Advocate's  Office,  at  the  breakfast  table 
some  days  previous.  For  these  reasons  it  ought  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  adventure  of  strictly  a  private  character. 

I  have  found  but  one  op|K)rtunity  tb  experiment  with  the  Whitworth 
guns.    From  that  I  am  satisfied  that  they  are  unrivaled  pieces  for  ac- 
curacy of  shooting  and  length  of  range.    Should  have  gone  out  with 
them  again  to-day  but  for  the  high  wind ;  it  blows  a  gale. 
Yery  respectftilly,  your  ot^ient  servant, 

JOSEPH  HOOEEB, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Division. 
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POOLEBTILLE,  Md.,  Jforci  1,  ISffil. 
M^or-General  BANsa,  Harpet'i  Ftrry  : 

The  enemy  annsaally  demonstrative  on  tlicir  Ihje  of  picliets  to^ay, 
exliibiting  both  infantry  and  cavalry,  also  six  baggage  wagons  opposite 
Kason's  Island.  They  shelled  as  fh>m  their  position  opposite  Edwards 
Ferry  and  at  Ball's  Bluff  this  afternoon,  bat  discontinaed  as  soon  as  we 
replied.  There  vere  smokes  in  their  camps.  These  demonstrations  may 
be  for  a  blind,  bat  I  am  nnable  to  assert  it  positively. 

N.  J.  T.  DANA, 
Brigadier-  Oeneml. 


Headquabtesb  Abmt  of  titc  Potokac, 

WaahinsUm,  Mamh  2, 1862. 
S.  F.  Babbtow, 

Aagittant  Adjutant- Oeneral,  Camp  Cluue,  Paw  Paw : 
Daring  the  illness  of  General  Lander  lot  tho  next  officer  In  raok  as- 
same  command  and  move  the  available  troops  on  MartiDSbarg  via 
Hetlgesville,  covering  construction  of  roads  as  troops  advance.  Gen- 
eral Williams  will  ix>  in  Martinsburg  with  some  C,O0O  men.  It  is  de- 
sirable to  have  the  troops  of  General  Lander's  command  in  Martins- 
barg  with  least  possible  delay.  SiifKcient  guards  mast  be  left  to  cover 
the  railroad. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLBLLAK, 
M^jor-General,  Commanding. 
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GENERAii  Orders,  \   Headquarters  of  the  Army,  A.  O.  O., 
No.  23.  )  Waskingtauy  March  3, 1862. 

I.  Tho  eastern  limits  of  the  Department  of  Western  Virginia  are  ex- 
tended so  as  to  embrace  the  valleys  of  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac 
and  of  the  Cow  Pasture  Branch  of  James  Biver,  the  valley  of  the  James 
Biver  to  the  Balcony  Falls,  the  valley  of  the  Boanoke  west  of  the  Bine 
Ilidge,  and  the  New  Biver  Valley.  The  eastern  boundary  of  the  said 
department  will  be  then  as  follows:  Commencing  at  the  north,  the 
Flinsione Creek,  in  Maryland;  the  South  Branch  Mountain;  Town  Hill 
Mountain;  Branch  Mountain,  or  Big  Bidge;  the  North,  or  Shenandoah 
Mountain;  Purgatory  Mountain;  Blue  Bidge;  Alleghany  Mountains  to 

the  borders  of  North  Carolina. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Miyor-General  McClellan: 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant-  Oenerah 

Charlestown,  March  4, 1862. 
Brig.  Oen.  John  Sedgwick: 

Dear  Sir:  General  Williams,  commanding  third  brigade  of  my 
division,  has  probably  reached  Martinsburg.  My  belief  is  that  he  ar- 
rived there  with  his  full  force  last  night;  if  so,  he  has  at  his  command 
5,000  troops,  and  will  probably  to-day  move  on  and  occupy  Bunker  Hill. 
This  by  order  of  Oeneral  McClellan.  As  soon  as  he  moves  we  shall 
place  ourselves  in  supporting  distance  and  stand  ready  to  advance  upon 
Winchester  at  any  moment.  I  desire  you  to  place  your  division  wiHiin 
supporting  distance  of  Berryville,  to  which  point  we  shall  direct  our 
lorce.  It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  confer  with  you  and  3'our  officers,  if 
jou  please,  either  here  or  at  Harper's  Ferry  as  you  please,  and  will  do 
so  upon  the  receipt  of  your  answer. 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major- General^  Commanding  Division, 


Hdqrs.  Twenty-eighth  Beodcent  Pa.  Vols., 

Lovettsville,  Va.^  March  4, 1862. 
Miy.  B.  Morris  Copelaivd, 

Assigtant  Adjutant-Qeneral : 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  original  intention  of  preventing  the  rebels 
who  had  infested  this  vicinity  and  that  towards  Leesburg  from  carrying 
out  their  designs  of  molesting  our  troops  under  transportation  in  trains 
on  the  Maiyland  side  of  the  river,  my  command  has  held  a  firm  and  de- 
cided position  at  this  point,  keeping  in  check  about  4,000  rebels  who 
threatened  us  from  Leesburg.  It  b^mes  necessary  that  I  should  hold 
this  place  a  few  days  longer,  as  I  have  reliable  information  that  the 
enemy  has  expressed  a  determination  to  attempt  a  repetition  of  their 
attacks  upon  the  cars  in  the  employ  of  our  Government  d^dly  passing 
over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad,  and  by  a  bold  dash  put  into  exe- 
cution a  plan  they  have  concocted  to  cross  the  river  in  boats  and  destroy 
a  portion  of  the  road  and  several  viaducts,  which  would  greatly  cripple 
the  progress  on  the  main  line  of  our  operations.  After  consummating 
this  their  intention  was  to  evacuate  L^burg  and  go  farther  south. 

A  general  expression  of  loyalty  has  transpired  in  this  county,  and 
Joyous  manifestations  of  fealty  to  the  old  Government  have  greeted  us. 
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and  hundreds  of  the  residents  have  come  forward  and  daiined  onr  pro- 
tection from  the  dominion  and  obnoxious  restrictions  placed  upon  them 
by  the  rebel  soldiery.  So  great  has  been  the  dependence  on  our  i>ower 
and  willingness  to  protect  them  as  people  of  the  same  Government  and 
of  sympathetic  feelmgS;  that  it  would  seem  almost  cmel  to  abandon  them 
in  oW  withdrawal  to  the  rage  of  those  whom  they  have  in  their  dennn- 
ciations  avowed  as  enemies.  The  remedy  I  woold  respectfolly  suggest 
is  the  taking  of  Leesburg,  which  I  can  accomplish  with  a  slightly  aug- 
mented force.  By  doing  this  the  whole  of  this  section  of  Virginia  will 
be  free  to  declare  its  undoubted  Union  sentiment  without  molestataon 
or  fear. 

The  rebels  once  driven  from  that  point  will  &11  back  effectually,  and 
rid  a  large  circuit  of  this  iK>rtion  oi:  the  State  of  their  despotism  and 
rule  of  terror.  I  think  they  can  be  driven  out  of  the  county  in  a  day 
or  two,  which  would  be  very  essential,  as  this  valley  is  a^olden  granary, 
from  which  they  have  gathered  many  of  their  stores,  and  upon  which 
the  supplies  for  the  troops  in  Gentreville  have  been  mainly  dependent. 
I  have  materially  intercepted  their  supply  communication. 

I  very  respectfully  tender  these  suggestions  for  your  consideration 
and  await  a  reply  thereon,  and  would  call  your  attention  to  their  bear- 
ing upon  my  orders  to  report  to  the  division  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  enterprise  upon  which  I  am  at  present  engaged  has  been  completed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  W.  GEARY, 
Colonel  Twenty-eiglUh  Regiment  Pa.  Vole,^  Comdg, 


Chaiulbstown,  Va,,  March  4, 1862. 

General  E.  B.  Maboy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Williams  is  at  Martinsburg,  and  will  move  ui)on  Bunker  Hill 
early.  Our  information  is  that  the  railroad  will  be  open  to  Martins- 
burg by  the  middle  of  the  week.  We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  position 
of  General  Lander's  forces.  Letters  intercepted  yestei^ay  from  officers 
at  Winchester  to  their  DEkmilies  speak  of  expected  withdrawal  towards 
Strasburg;  they  are  desi)onding  in  tone.  General  Dana  observes  do 
change  in  afiGEurs  at  Leesburg.  Hard  storm  yesterday;  day  dear  and 
cold. 

IT.  P.  BAISTC3, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  Department  Western  Vibginia, 

Wheeling^  March  4, 1862. 
Hon.  Fbane  p.  Blaib,  Jr., 

Chairman  Military  Committee  House  ofB^^esentativee: 

Sib  :  Owing  to  the  negligence  of  officers  or  their  inability  to  control 
the  men  under  their  command,  much  property  has  been  unnecessarily 
destipyed  by  the  troops  in  this  department.  Fences  and  houses  havo 
been  burned,  horses  seized  and  appropriated,  without  authority  or  war- 
rant of  necessity.  Claims  for  property  so  taken  or  destroyed  are  almost 
daily  presented  to  me.  This  state  of  affairs  requires  some  stringent 
preventive  measures.    Some  legal  provision  embodying  the  substance 
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of  tbe  printed  Blips*  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  wonld,  I  think, 
prove  effectual. 

Veiy  re8i>ectfti]ly,  voor  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  R08BCEANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralf  U*  S,  Army. 


Hdqbs.  Twentt-eigh^  Begihent  Pa.  Vols., 

Lovettsville^  Va.j  March  5, 1863. 

Maj.  B.  MoBBis  COPELAKB,  AnUtant  Adjutant-General : 

Sis  :  Oar  scouts  report  this  morning  that  1,000  of  the  enemy,  with 
artillery  and  200  or  300  cavalry,  have  stationed  themselves  at  Water- 
ford,  within  6  miles  of  us. 

Oeneral  Smith's  brigade,  about  3,000  strong,  is  at  Gum  Spring. 
Union  feeling  is  developing  itself  in  great  magnitude  in  this  county 
and  masses  of  i)eople  come  to  us  daily,  placing  Siemselves  nnder  our 
protection.    The  cause  of  the  rebels  is  openly  revilc^l  by  them,  and  our 
location  here  is  hailed  by  the  people  as  the  dawning  of  a  new  era* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

JNO.  W.  GBABY, 
Colonel  Twenty-eighth  Regiment  Fa*  Fob.,  Comdg. 


Maboh  5,  1862. 
Brig.  Qea.  S.  Williams: 

Have  received  General  Marcy's  telegram.*  Will  make  every  possible 
effort  to  accomplish  his  wishes.  I  can  find  persons  to  attempt  it,  but 
have  many  doubts  as  to  their  being  able  to  zet  on  shore.  The  enemy's 
pickets  are  extremely  vigilant  Sickles  sends  me  word  that  the  rebels 
have  been  re-enforced  by  four  regiments  to-day.  Do  not  know  whether 
it  is  so  or  not.  Will  ascertain  early  in  the  morning  from  the  balloon 
and  let  you  know,  if  the  weather  is  propitious. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEB, 
Brigadier-Oeneraiy  Commanding  Division. 


Special  Obdebs,  )     Hdqbs.  Geitebal  Banks'  Division, 

Ko.  52.  )         Neab  Chablestown,  Ya.,  March  5, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

6.  Brig.  Gen.  0.  S.  Hamilton  will  put  his  brigade  in  readiness  and 
march  towards  Smithfield,  with  one  battery  of  ifftillery  and  a  squadron 
of  cavalry,  to-morrow  morning,  March  6, 1862.  as  early  as  practicable. 
General  Hamilton  will  take  i)osition  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithfield  wher- 
ever in  his  Judgment  he  will  be  in  supporting  distance  of  Brig.  Gen. 
A.  S.  WiUiams,  now  at  Bunker  HiU.  ^.s  soon  as  he  shall  have  started 
he  will  send  forward  messengers  to  (General  Williams  announcing  his 
approach  and  his  onlers.  Should  circumstances  compel  him  to  advance 
to  the  support  of  General  Williams,  he  will,  as  senior  brigadier,  assume 

command  of  the  brigades. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  M%).  Gen.  K.  P.  Banks: 

R.  MORRIS  CGPBLAiro, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  OeneraL 

*  Not  fooDd. 
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Headquabtebs  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Washingtany  D.  C,  March  8, 1802. 

M^j.  Oen.  Oeoboe  B.  McGlellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  information  rela- 
tive to  the  forces  and  defenses  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  obtained  to 
this  date,  which  has  been  extracted  from  current  statements  made  here 
by  spies,  contrabands,  deserters,  refhgees,  and  rebel  prisoners  of  war,  in 
the  order  of  time  as  hereinafter  indicated,  and  which  at  the  time  of  re- 
ception were  made  the  subject  of  speciid  reports  to  you.  I  have  also 
appended  to  this  report  extracts  from  statements,  and  have  made  the 
same  a  part  of  this  report,  a  varied  summary  of  the  rebel  forces  and  de- 
fenses of  the  line  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  showing  by  difierent 
combinations  about  the  probable  number  of  these  forces  and  the  loctfdity 
and  strength  of  their  defenses. 

By  retbrence  to  the  summary  of  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  a  me- 
dium estimate  of  the  rebel  army  of  the  Potomac  is  115,500,  located  as 
follows,  viz:  At  Manassas,  Oentreville,  Bull  Bun,  Upper  Ooooquan, and 
vicinities,  80,000;  at  Brooke's  Station,  Dumfries,  Lower  Occoqnan,  and 
vicinities,  18,000;  at  Leesburg  and  vicinity,  4,500;  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  13,000. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  forces  information  has  been  received  up  to 
date,  as  shown  by  summary  in  this  report,  of  the  following  specific  or- 
gp^nizations,  viz:  At  Manassas,  Gentreville,  Bull  Bun,  Upper  (^^ooquan, 
and  vicinity,  sixty-one  regiments  and  one  battalion  infantry;  eight  regi- 
ments, one  battalion,  and  seven  independent  companies  cavalry ;  thirty- 
four  companies  artillery.  At  Brooke's  Station,  Dumfries,  Lower  Occo- 
quan,  and  vicinities,  eighteen  regiments  and  one  battalion  infontry ;  one 
regiment  and  six  independent  companies  cavalry,  and  fifteen  companies 
artillery.  In  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  twelve  regiments  infantry,  two 
brigades  militia,  one  regiment  cavaliy,  seven  companies  artillery.  At 
Leesburg,  four  regiments  infantry,  one  regiment  militia,  five  independ- 
ent companies  cavalry,  and  one  company  artillery. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  guarded 
as  the  rebels  have  ever  been  against  the  encroajshment  of  spies  and 
vigilant  as  they  have  always  been  to  prevent  information  of  their  forces, 
movements,  and  designs  from  going  beyond  their  lines,  it  has  been  im- 
possible, even  by  the  use  of  every  resource  at  our  command,  to  ascertain 
with  certainty  the  specific  number  and  character  of  their  forces.  It  may, 
therefore,  safely  be  assumed  that  in  so  large  an  army  as  our  information 
shows  them  to  possess  very  much  of  its  composition  and  very  many  of 
its  forces  have  not  been  specifically  ascertained,  which,  added  to  those 
already  known,  would  largely  increase  their  numbers  and  considerab^ 
swell  its  proportions. 

The  summary  of  the  general  estimates  shows  the  forces  of  the  rebel 
Army  of  the  Potomac  to  be  150,000,  as  claimed  by  its  officers  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  public  belief,  and  that  over  80,000  were  stationed  at  Gen- 
treville, Manassas,  and  vicinity,  the  remainder  being  within  easy  sup- 
I)orting  distance. 

The  statements  of  several  reliable  persons,  who  derived  their  informa- 
tion finom  the  Commissary  Department,  show  that  in  March,  1862. 80,000 
daily  rations  were  issued  to  the  army  at  Manassas  and  Gentreville;  and 
the  evidence  is  equally  positive  that  each  wing  of  the  army,  one  in  tho 
Shenandoah  Valley  and  the  other  on  the  Lower  Potomac,  had  its  sepa- 
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rate  commissary  department,  and  derived  their  supplies  from  other 
soarces  than  did  the  main  body  at  Manassas  and  Centreville. 

All  of  which,  general,  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient 
Bervant, 

E.  J.  ALLEN.    [ALLEN  PINKEETON.] 

[Inclotnie.] 

Jantjaey  27, 1862. 

A  deserter  from  the  Sixth  Louisiana  Eegiment  states  that  he  left 
Centreville  about  25th  December,  1861,  and  Manassas  about  January 
7, 1862 ;  that  it  was  then  understood  that  the  rebel  forces  at  Manassas, 
Centreville,  and  vicinity  were  about  60,000,  under  command  of  Generals 
Johnston,  Beauregard,  and  Smith ;  that  he  got  his  information  from  a 
clerk  in  the  rebel  Commissary  Department  j  that  General  Taylor's 
brigade,  to  which  he  belonged,  was  of  General  Smith's  division,  com- 
IM)sed  of  Sixth  Louisiana  Eegiment,  Colonel  Seymour,  840  men;  Seventh 
Louisiana,  Col.  Harry  Hays,  840  men;  Eighth  Louisiana  Eegiment, 
Colonel  Kelly,  900  men,  and  battalion  of  Louisiana  Tigers,  five  com- 
panies, under  the  command  of  Major  Wheat;  that  the  headquarters  of 
Brigadier-General  Van  Dom  were  near  Union  Mills,  and  his  cavalry 
pickets  extend  to  Fairfax  Court-House ;  that  General  Early's  brigade, 
near  Bull  Eun,  west  of  the  railroad  bridge,  is  composed  of  the 
Twentieth  Georgia,  Twenty-fourth  Virginia,  Thirteenth  North  Carolina, 
and  two  other  regiments,  with  one  battery— one  of  the  regiments  is 
commanded  by  Colonel  Hope ;  that  General  Bonham's  South  Carolina 
brigade  is  on  the  new  military  road  from  Centreville  to  Union  Mills, 
composed  of  five  regiments  and  one  battery ;  that  General  Cox's  brigade 
is  encamped  near  Centreville,  on  Manassas  road,  and  includes  the  cele- 
brated Eighth  Virginia ;  that  two  brigades  are  located  2  miles  from 
Centreville,  on  Stone  Bridge  road,  and  in  one  of  them  are  the  First 
Kentucky  and  Sixteenth  Mississippi;  that  Stuart's  cavalry  brigade  is 
near  Stone  Bridge,  two  of  the  regiments  under  command  of  Colonels 
Fields  and  Eadfbrd ;  that  Washington  Artillery,  four  companies,  under 
Major  Walton,  guns  mostly  brass  and  rifled,  four  mortars,  is  stationed 
on  east  side  of  New  Bull  Eun  Bridge. 

Batteries. — ^That  near  General  Bonham's  brigade  are  four  half-moon 
batteries;  several  forts  on  the  heights  about  Centreville,  no  guns 
mounted  on  any  of  them ;  that  logs  shaped  like  guns,  the  outer  ends 
painted  black,  are  put  into  position  to  appear  like  guns  from  the  out- 
side, being  covered  with  brush  to  hide  the  character  of  the  ^^guns"  and 
hinder  revealment  of  true  state  of  afiairs ;  that  informant  knows  this 
to  be  true,  having  helped  to  make  and  place  in  position  these  mock 
guns ;  that  the  log  guns  are  on  those  forts  only  nearest  this  way  out- 
side Centreville;  that  there  are  no  stationary  guns  east  side  of  Bull 
Eun.  Heavy  guns  have  been  taken  from  Manassas  batteries  for  the 
blockade  on  the  Potomac;  that  General  Eodes'  brigade  is  near  to 
mouth  of  Bull  Eun,  on  the  Occoquan ;  in  his  brigade  are  the  Fifth  and 
Sixth  Alabama  Eegiments  and  others  not  known;  also  the  Black 
Horse  Cavalry. 

Eecapitulation  of  forces  stated  as  being  in  vicinity  of  Manassas,  Cen- 
treville, Union  Mills,  Stone  Bridge,  and  Benson's  Ford,  to  wit :  General 
Taylor's  brigade.  General  Bonham's  brigade.  General  Early's  brigade. 
General  Cox's  brigade ;  two  brigades  2  miles  west-southwest  of  Centre- 
ville ;  several  regiments  west  side  Bull  Eun ;  Stuart's  cavalry  brigade: 
General  Eodes'  brigade;   Washington  Artillery,  four  companies,  16 
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guns.  No  troops  known  to  hare  lately  left  for  other  parts  of  tlie 
country.  Mostly  in  winter  quarters.  Troops  well  armed.  Boada  bad. 
Bailroad  from  Manassas  to  Oentreville  progressing;  300  *^ miners''  at 
work  on  it.    Provisions  plenty. 

Conclusion:  Informant  entitled  to  credit;  his  statement  believed 
truthful. 


Gharlestown,  Ya.,  March  8, 1862. 
(jeneral  B.  B.  Masoy,  Chief  of  Staffs  d-c,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

General  :  Inclosed  you  will  please  find  a  diagram  of  our  positions 
on  the  base  of  the  Smithfield  road.*  Our  line  extends  from  the  Shenan- 
doah to  North  Mountain  substantially,  and  our  pickets  cover  that  line 
for  1}  miles  in  front.  We  learn  by  dispatch  from  General  Williams  that 
General  Shields'  forces  were  to  arrive  at  Martinsburg  last  night.  If  so, 
this  will  make  our  contemplated  strength  complete. 

Our  troops  are  in  good  health  and  spirits,  eager  for  work.  I  do  not 
yet  know  Cfeneral  Shields'  strength,  and  therefore  cannot  state  our  exact 
force.  We  have  given  out  here  that  our  chief  object  is  the  opening 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailway.  Our  troops  are,  howei^^,  pressing 
forward  in  the  direction  of  Winchester,  and  will  gradually  press  upon 
Winchester. 

Beyond  the  point  we  now  occupy  I  have  received  no  instructions  from 
the  Commanding  General— whether  we  are  to  move  on  as  a  force  des- 
tined to  effect  a  specific  object  by  itself  or  to  i>erform  a  part  in  com- 
bined operations.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  more  specific  instructions. 
If  left  to  our  own  discretion,  the  general  desire  will  be  to  move  on  early. 
I  am.  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding  Dir inon. 


Headquarters,  Baltimore^  March  8, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  The  police  commissioners  api)ointed  by  the  legislature  of  Mary- 
land under  the  late  act  reorganizing  the  police  of  this  city  called  on  me 
last  evening  and  announced  their  readiness  to  enter  on  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  act  fixes  the  10th  of  this  month  as  the  day  on  which 
their  appointment  takes  effect;  but  they  are  not  to  assume  their  office 
until  after  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  have  notified 
them  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  provost-marshal  and  poHoe  established 
under  its  authority.  This  may  be  safely  done  at  once,  provided  a  pro- 
Tosr-marshal  and  not  exceeding  20  x)olicemen  are  appointed  to  perform 
special  duties,  as  suggested  in  my  letter  of  31st  January. 

I  also  mentioned  in  that  letter  that  an  appropriation  of  f  15,000  per 
annum  would  be  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses  incident  to  the  main- 
tenance of  such  a  force^  including  their  compensation,  which  should  be 
paid  ODce  a  month.  Will  you  please  authorize  me,  if  you  approve  the 
measure,  to  appoint  such  a  force  and  fix  their  compensation  T  I  ought 
also  to  be  audiorized  to  notify  the  police  commissioners  that  the  Gov- 
ernment withdraws  the  provost-marshal  and  policemen  appointed  by  its 
direction. 

*  Not  found. 
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An  early  answer  is  respectfoUy  solicited,  as  the  iH>lioe  commissionera 
ttre  anxioos  to  commenoe  the  iierformance  of  their  duties,  and  as  the 
compensation  of  the  police  force  is  in  arrears,  and  measures  should  be 
taken  to  pay  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfnUy,  yonrs, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MajoT'OeMTdL 


Hall's  Hill,  Ya.,  March  9,  1862. 

The  Secretary  of  War: 

In  the  arrangements  for  the  advance  of  to-morrow  it  is  impossible 
to  carry  into  effect  the  arrangements  for  the  formation  of  army  corps. 
1  am  obliged  to  take  groups  as  I  find  them  and  to  move  them  by  divis- 
ions. I  respectfully  ask  a  suspension  of  the  order  directing  it  till  the 
present  movement  be  over. 

GEO.  B.  McOLELLAN, 

Major-QeMToL 


War  Department,  March  9. 
Major-Oeneral  McClellan  : 

I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  every  ofBcer  to  obey  the  President's  orders, 
nor  can  I  see  any  reason  why  you  should  not  obey  them  in  present  in- 
stance.   I  must  therefore  decline  to  suspend  them. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOK 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

March  0, 1862—9.40  p.  m. 

General  K  P.  Banks,  Charlestawnj  Va, : 

The  batteries  on  the  Lower  Potomac  have  been  abandoned  by  the 
enemy,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  either  have  or  are  about  abandoning 
Manassas.  We  have  it  from  four  different  sources.  The  General  Oom- 
mnnding  directs  that  you  push  out  strong  reconnaissances  towards  Win- 
chester to>morrow  morning  and  feel  the  enemy.  He  also  directs  that 
you  hold  your  whole  command  ready  to  move  to-morrow  morning. 
General  Dana  has  been  directed  to  be  ready. 

E.  B.  MARCY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Headquarters, 
Charleatoumj  Fa.,  Sunday^  March  d — 12  p.  m. 

General  G.  S.  Hamilton: 

General:  Dispatch  from  headquarters  states  that  batteries  on  the 
Lower  Potomac  are  withdrawn,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  rebels  have 
abandoned  or  are  about  abandoning  Manassas. 

We  are  instructed  to  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  towards  Winches- 
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ter  early  to-morrow.  General  Williams  will  move  two  regiments  in  that 
direction  at  daybreak,  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry  ana  two  sections 
of  artillery.  Yon  will  follow  with  yonr  brigade  to  Banker  Hill,  keep- 
ing within  supporting  distance,  and  in  the  event  of  combined  action 
npon  Winchester,  yon  will,  as  senior  officer,  assume  command  of  the 
forces  on  that  line  and  co-operate  with  the  troops  of  this  line  under  such 
orders  as  may  be  hereafter  issued.  The  column  of  reconnaissance  here 
wiU  move  upon  the  Berryville  road  as  soon  after  daybreak  as  possible. 

General  Dana  is  ordered  to  our  supi)ort  from  Foolesville.    The  ad- 
vance parties  will  avoid  any  general  action. 

Will  communicate  again  in  the  early  morning. 

By  order  of — 

N.  P.  BA]!in5:S, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Speciai.  Orders,  )         Hdqbs.  Generai.  Banks'  DrvisiON, 

No.  57.  ]  Near  Vharlestaumj  Va.j  March  9, 1862—12  p.  m. 

•  •••••• 

3.  Information  has  been  received  that  the  enemy  has  abandoned  the 
batteries  on  the  Lower  Potomac  and  is  preparing  to  abandon  Manas* 
sas.  General  Sedgwick  is  therefore  ordered  to  put  his  command  in  con- 
dition to  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow,  and  will  order  General  W.  A.  Gor- 
man to  make  a  reconnaissance  towards  Winchester,  on  the  Berryville 
road,  to-morrow  morning  at  daybreak,  with  one  battery  of  artillery  and 
two  squadrons  of  cavalry. 

4.  Information  has  been  received  that  the  enemy  has  abandoned  the 
batteries  on  the  Lower  Potomac  and  is  preparing  to  abandon  Manas- 
sas. General  J.  J.  Abercrombie  is  therefore  ordered  to  put  his  brigade 
in  condition  to  move  at  7  a.  m.  to-morrow. 

5.  It  is  believed  that  the  rebels  have  withdrawn  their  batteries  on  the 
Lower  Potomac  and  are  preparing  to  abandon  Manassas.  Pursuant  to 
instructions,  we  shall  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of 
Winchester  at  daybreak  to-morrow  morning,  Monday.  You  will  put 
your  brigade  in  readiness  for  immediate  movement,  and  with  at  least 
two  regiments,  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
push  forward  at  daybreak  in  the  direction  of  Winchester  for  puq)oses 
of  reconnaissance,  avoiding  any  general  engagement  with  the  enemy 
until  our  forces  may  be  combined. 

General  0.  S.  Hamilton  is  instructed  to  move  to  Bunker  Hill  and 
keep  within  supporting  distance,  and  in  the  event  of  combined  opera- 
tions General  Hamilton,  as  senior  officer,  will  assume  command  of  the 
forces  upon  that  line,  and  act  under  such  orders  as  may  be  hereafter 
issued  from  these  headquarters. 
Bycommand  of  Maj.  Gen.  K.  P.  Banks : 

a.  MORRIS  COPELAISTD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-GencraL 


Hall's  Hill,  Va.,  March  10, 1862—1  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M,  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

You  have  entirely  misunderstood  me,  and  the  idea  I  intended  to  con- 
vey was  simply  that  I  could  not,  under  the  pressure  of  the  new  aspect 
of  affairs,  immediately  cany  out  the  President's  orders  as  to  the  for- 
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mation  of  army  corps.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I  should  at  once 
move  divisions  as  they  stand.  If  yon  require  me  to  suspend  movements 
unti]  army  corps  can  be  formed  I  will  do  so,  but  I  regard  it  as  a  military 
necessity  that  the  divisions  should  move  to  the  front  at  once,  without 
waiting  for  the  formation  of  army  corps.  If  it  is  your  order  to  wait 
until  the  corps  can  be  formed,  I  will,  of  course,  wait.  I  will  comply  with 
the  President's  order  as  soon  as  possible.  I  intended  to  do  so  to-mor- 
row, but  circumstances  have  changed.  If  you  desire  it  I  will  at  once 
countermand  all  the  orders  I  have  given  for  an  advance  until  the  for- 
mation of  army  corps  is  completed.  I  have  only  to  add  that  the  orders 
I  have  given  to-night  to  advance  early  in  the  morning  will  be  dictated 
solely  by  the  present  position  of  afiairs.  K  the  leave  to  suspedd  the 
order  be  granted,  there  will  be  no  unreasonable  delay  in  the  formation 
of  army  corps.  I  await  your  reply  here.  If  you  so  direct  that  I  may 
countermand  my  orders  at  once,  please  reply  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 
Majar-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


Wab  Department, 
WasUngton  Ciiy^  D.  C,  March  10, 1862. 

Msyor-G^neral  McGlellan,  HalVs  Bill : 

General  :  I  do  not  understand  the  President's  order  as  restraining 
you  from  any  miUtary  movement  by  divisions  or  otherwise  that  circum- 
stances in  your  judgment  may  render  expedient,  and  I  certainly  do  not 
wish  to  delay  or  change  any  movement  whatever  that  you  have  made 
or  desire  to  make.  I  only  wish  to  avoid  giving  my  sanction  to  a  sus- 
pension of  a  x)olicy  which  the  President  has  ordered  to  be  pursued.  But 
if  you  think  that  the  terms  of  the  order  as  it  stands  would  operate  to 
retard  or  in  any  way  restraip  movements  that  circumstances  require  to 
be  made  before  the  army  corps  are  formed,  I  will  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  suspending  the  order  for  that  purpose,  and  authorize  you  to 
make  any  movement  by  divisions  or  otherwise,  according  to  your  own 
judgmen^  without  stopping  to  form  the  army  corps. 

My  desire  is  that  you  should  exercise  every  power  that  you  think  pres- 
ent circumstances  require  to  be  exercised,  without  delay;  but  I  want 
that  you  and  I  shall  not  seem  to  be  desirous  of  opposing  an  order  of  the 
President  without  necessity.  I  say,  therefore,  move  just  as  you  think 
best  now,  and  let  the  other  matter  stand  until  it  can  be  done  without 
impeding  movements. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hall's  Hill,  March  10, 1862—2.50  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Your  reply  received.  The  troops  are  in  motion.  I  thank  you  for  your 
dispatch.  It  relieves  me  much,  and  you  wQl  be  convinced  that  I  have 
not  asked  too  much  of  you. 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 

Major- General, 
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Fairfax  Goubt-House,  March  10— d^O  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  given  all  the  orders  necessary  for  the  movement,  and  soon 
start  for  Washington,  merely  to  spend  the  night.  I  want  to  join  my 
headquarters  near  Alexandria  early  in  the  morning.  I  coold  not  leave 
my  troops  to-night  until  I  had  done  all  in  my  power  to  expedite  the 
movement. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Majar-Oeneraly  Vommanding. 


Fairfax  Court-house,  March  11, 1802. 
Genend  Maroy  : 

Telegraph  to  General  Banks  that  the  troops  have  all  lefb  Manassas, 
and  probably  the  whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  have  lefc 
Winchester,  and  that  Greneral  McClellan  desires  that  he  pash  forward 
to  that  place  as  soon  as  possible,  and  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  move 
with  the  whole  or  a  part  of  his  force  on  Manassas.  In  the  order  ibr  the 
transportation  to  come  to  Washington  do  not  include  that  for  trans- 
porting wagons  and  animals  from  Perry ville  and  Annapolis.  Let  them 
remain  where  they  are,  subject  to  other  orders. 

GEO.  B.  MoGLELLANT, 

Major-OeneraL 


Fairfax  Court-House,  March  11, 1802—8.30  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

1  have  just  returned  from  a  ride  of  more  than  40  miles.  Have 
examined  Oentreville,  Union  Mills,  Blackburn's  Ford,  &c  The  rebels 
have  lefb  all  their  positions,  and  m>m  the  information  obtained  during 
our  ride  to-day  I  am  satisfied  that  they  have  fallen  behind  the  Bapidan, 
holding  Fredericksburg  and  Gordonsville.  Their  movement  from  here 
was  very  sudden.  They  left  many  wagons,  some  caissons,  clothing, 
ammunition,  personal  baggage,  &c.  Their  winter  quarters  were  ad- 
mirably constructed,  many  not  yet  quite  finished.  The  works  at  Oen- 
treville are  formidable;  more  so  than  Manassas.  Except  the  turnpike, 
the  roads  are  horrible.  The  country  entirely  stripped  of  forage  and 
provisions.  Having  fully  consulted  with  General  McDowell,  I  propose 
occupying  Manassas  by  a  portion  of  Banks'  command,  and  then  at  once 
throwing  all  the  forces  I  can  concentrate  upon  the  line  agreed  uiK>n 
last  week.  The  Monitor  Justifies  this  course.  I  telegraphed  this  morn- 
ing to  have  the  transports  brought  to  Washington,  to  start  from  there. 
I  presume  you  will  approve  this  course.  Circumstances  may  keep  me 
out  here  some  little  time  longer. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-OeneraL 


Fairfax  Court-House,  March  12, 1802—8.30  a.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sumner's  division  occupies  Union  Mills  and  Manassas  to-day.  I 
could  not  occupy  it  from  Centreville,  as  roads  thence  to  Manassas  are 
impassable  for  artillery  and  wagons.    General  Sumner  will  cover  re- 
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pairs  of  railway,  and  obtain  bis  supplies  by  that.  The  troops  are  now 
well  pleased  and  doing  welL  The  great  difficulty  is  about  forage; 
there  is  absolutely  none  in  the  country.  Bichmond  Whig  of  6th  con- 
tains a  reprint  from  Charleston  Mercury  violently  attacking  Jeff.  Davis. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN. 


Faibpax  GoxJBT-HousEy  March  12, 1862. 
Hon.  John  Tuckeb: 

Please  be  ready  to  see  that  the  vessels  are  properly  arranged  as 
they  arrive  and  arrangements  made  for  the  rapid  embarkation  of 
troops  and  artillery  at  Alexandria,  Georgetown,  Fort  Corcoran,  Wash- 
ington, &C.    Will  communicate  in  detail  in  very  few  hours. 

GEO.  B.  MoCLELLAN, 

Major-OenerdL 


Seminabt,  March  12, 1862—8  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  been  waiting  some  time  expecting  to  be  able  to  inform  you 
that  Porter's  division  was  under  way.  When  I  lefb  town  this  after- 
noon his  artillery  was  on  board  and  the  infantry  rapidly  embarking. 
Everything  going  on  in  good  order  and  expeditiously.  Still  I  find 
capacity  of  many  transports  overrated. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAK 
Major- Oeneralj  U.  8.  Army. 


Fairfax  Coubt-House,  March  12, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

1  have  sent  for  commanders  of  army  corps  designated  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  consult  with  them  as  to  immediate  movements.  They  should  be 
here  about  7  p.  m.  Will  at  once  inform  you  of  decision  arrived  at  and 
ask  your  approval.    Troops  in  fine  spirits. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Oeneralj  U,  S.  Army. 


Mabch  12, 18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks,  Charlestown,  Va.: 

Dispatch  received.  As  soon  as  possible  occupy  Bunker  Hill  and 
open  your  communication  with  it.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  success 
which  has  attended  our  movements. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


BuDD's  Feeby,  March  12, 1862. 
Bri<;adier-General  Mabcy: 

The  cars  were  running  between  Aquia  and  Fredericksburg  all  last 
night,  hence  the  bridge  must  have  been  standing  at  that  time.  I  have 
no  doubt  it  is  still  standing,  as  the  rebel  sick  have  been  on  the  road 
between  Dumfries  and  Aquia  to-day,  and  could  not  have  reached  the 
depot  before  night.   My  spies  are  in  that  vicinity  to-night.    Shall  know 
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positively  on  their  return.  Some  contrabands  now  in  my  camp  passed 
fifteen  or  sixteen  loads  of  sick  on  the  road  to-day.  Another  contraband 
is  in  from  Centreville,  who  tells  me  that  the  enemy  in  and  around  Ma- 
nassas retreated  to  Gordonsville.  This  was  talked  of  all  over  the  rebel 
camp.  The  portion  of  the  army  immediately  on  the  Potomac  left  to 
take  post  at  Fredericksburg.  This  I  learn  from  some  contrabands  and 
white  people — from  the  former  every  hour  in  the  day.  Of  these,  Whit- 
ing's, Archer's,  and  llodes'  brigades  number  about  12,000;  the  garrison 
in  Fredericksburg  about  3,000,  and  the  force  of  Aquia  and  Potomac 
Creeks  about  2,0^^  which  will  give  the  force  in  or  near  Fredericksborg 
17,000.  If  they  have  been  re-enforced  from  the  Manassas  army,  it  is  that 
much  greater.  I  have  two  companies  in  Dumfries  to-night  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  information.  It  is  reported  to  me  that  Hampton's 
Legion,  stationed  at  Occoquan,  fell  back  on  Manassas. 

JOSEPH  HOOKBE, 

Brigadier-OenerdL 


BuDD's  Ferby,  March  12, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  B.  Mabcy: 

Have  received  your  dispatch  of  to-day.  Shall  proceed  to  execute  to 
the  best  of  my  ability.  Frool  my  most  reliable  Information  1  can  learn 
of  but  two  companies  of  cavalry  nearer  me  than  the  center  of  Staftbrd 
County.  The  report  among  the  citizens  of  Prince  William  County  is 
that  the  rebels  have  retired,  to  make  the  Rappahannock  their  line  of 
defense.  Too  much  faith  should  not  be  put  in  this.  The  pickets  re- 
main at  Aquia  Creek.   The  cars  were  running  all  night  from  that  depot. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Heabquartebs  Depabtment  op  Western  Virginia, 

Wheeling^  Mdrch  12, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant-General  U,  8,  Army^  Wa^hingtofij  D.  (7.  : 

General  :  The  General-in-Chief  directed  me  to  examine  into  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Big  Sandy  route  from  the  Ohio  Biver  to  the  Southwest- 
ern and  Tennessee  Railroad.  He  also  directs  me  to  cause  the  troops 
and  material  thrown  into  this  department  by  General  Orders,  No.  — , 
headquarters  of  the  Army,  to  be  thoroughly  inspected,  and  to  report 
their  condition,  and  also  what  troops  I  wanted ;  and,  if  so,  what,  if  any 
more,  cavalry.  These  considerations  involving  that  of  the  operations 
advisable  to  be  undertaken  within  the  department,  I  have  thought  it 
better  to  present  the  whole  matter  in  a  report,  which  I  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  inclose. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  U,  8,  Army. 

[Incloanre.] 

Headquarters  Department  op  Western  Virginia, 

Wlieeling,  March  12, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant- General  U.  8,  Army^  Wa4ihington,  D.  C  ; 

General  :  Since  the  valley  of  Virginia,  except  the  valleys  of  Great 
and  Little  Cacapon  and  of  the  Shenandoah,  has  been  added  to  the  limits 
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of  this  department,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  a  project  of  operations  deemed  feasible  within  the 
limits  of  this  department : 

1.  The  exclusion  of  Eockbridge  and  Augusta  Counties,  containing 
Lexington  and  Staunton,  leaves  nothing  to  be  done  on  our  eastern 
limits  but  to  expel  the  slight  rebel  forces  of,  say,  3,500  men,  from  the 
valley,  to  occupy  the  passes  on  main  roads,  hold  the  important  points 
with  forces  sufficient  to  guard  them,  and  tranquilize  the  country.  This 
should  be  done  by  a  force  moving  from  Cumberland,  New  Creek,  &c.. 
up  the  valley  of  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac,  via  Franklin  and 
Dunwiddie's  Gap,  to  capture  if  possible  the  rebel  forces  at  Fort  Alle- 
ghany, on  the  Beverly  and  Staunton  turnpike.  The  main  force  at  Hut- 
tonsville  should  co-operate  with  this,  leaving  a  sufficient  guard  against 
a  tiank  movement  by  General  Hetb,  who  commands  at  Lewisburg  and 
Hnntersville. 

The  force  required  for  this  operation  from  Cumberland  should  be  four 
regiments  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  a  good  battery  of  artillery, 
of  which  three  regiments  of  infantry  and  the  one  of  cavalry  are  still  re- 
quired. The  conduct  of  this  column  should  be  such,  if  possible,  as  to 
cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  troops  on  Staunton,  and  when  the  Beverly 
road  is  in  our  hands  the  troops  on  Cheat  Pass  should  unite  with  this 
column,  seize  the  railroad  at  Millborough,  and  act  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire towards  the  rebel  forces  in  the  direction  of  Staunton  and  Lexing- 
ton, while  we  in  sufficient  force  seize  Warm  Springs  and  Jackson  Eiver 
Depot,  cutting  off  the  retreat  eastws^  of  any  rebel  troops  that  may  be 
in  Greenbrier. 

The  general  commanding  should  be  charged  with  the  restoration  of 
law,  order,  and  confidence  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
should  the  rebels  hold  their  ground  east  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  to  guard  the 
great  passes  from  East  to  West  Virginia  against  unexpected  projects 
or  reverses  of  our  arms. 

Second  objective,  by  a  simultaneous  movement,  begun  with  the  least 
practicable  delay,  should  be  from  Gauley  Bridge  to  seize  Lewisburg, 
White  Sulphur,  and  to  strike  the  Southwestern  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Hailroad  at  some  point  between  Bonsack's  and  Salem,  the  nearer  Bon- 
sack's  the  better.  This  column  should  consist  of  a  force  sufficient  to 
expel  Heth,  hold  Greenbrier,  protect  the  depots  thei'C,  and  hold  the 
railroad  with  2,000  men,  a  field  battery,  and  a  couple  of  squadrons  of 
cavalry.  They  should  Ciitablish  and  garrison  depots  at  Lewisburg  and 
Union. 

A  third  objective  would  be  holding  Fayette,  to  establish  a  depot  at 
Haleigh,  and  from  thence  seize  the  railroa<l  at  Wytheville  or  Newbern, 
hold  it  in  force  against  the  rebels,  and  pacify  the  country  there  imme- 
diately. 

Fourth  object.  The  force  now  on  Big  Sandy  can  be  supplied  with 
provisions  by  small  steamboat  navigation  in  time  of  high  water  to  Pike- 
ville,  whence  it  is  88  miles  over  bad  roads  to  Baker's  Station,  on  the 
Southwestern  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Eailroad.  This  column  should 
move  by  the  Louisa  Fork  to  Buchanan  and  Jeffersonville,  seize  the 
[Northwest  Virginia  Branch  Bank  there,  and  thence  take  possession  of 
the  railroad  at  the  Salt  Works.  Should  the  rebels  be  at  Pound  Gap  a 
demonstration  of  a  movement  should  be  made  and  watched  to  keep  the 
attention  of  them,  while  the  main  column,  pursuing  the  route  indicated, 
would  seize  the  railroad  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  these  rebel  forces. 

These  iforces  once  in  the  valley,  Wytheville,  Abingdon,  Newbern,  &c., 
all  succumb.    Troops  purchase  what  they  need  for  subsistence. 
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The  estimated  force  reqaisite  for  all  these  purposes,  based  oa  the 
assumption  that  rebel  capacity  for  local  mischief  in  these  regions  shoald 
be  about  what  it  has  been  during  the  last  two  months,  in  addition  to 
what  we  now  have,  would  be: 

For  the  Cumberland  column — ^Three  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  and  one  battery  of  artillery. 

Por  Cheat  Pass — One  regiment  of  infantry. 

For  Kanawha— One  regiment  of  in&ntry  and  one  battery  of  artil- 
lery. 

For  Big  Sandy — One  regiment  of  in&ntry. 

Total— Six  regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  two 
field  batteries,  the  most  important  of  which  are  the  three  regiments  of 
infantry  and  one  of  cavalry  at  Cumberland.  They  should  be  sent 
there  without  delay.  Should  they  be  Ordered  from  an  adjoining  State, 
time  could  be  gained  by  sending  forward  all  troops  on  the  railroad 
except  those  strictly  requisite  to  guard  the  railroad  line  and  the  depots. 
Should  the  rebel  forces  east  of  the  Blue  Ridge  fall  back  towards  L3mch- 
burg,  retaining  their  organization  and  force,  as  now  seems  possible,  I 
woiUd  advise  strengthening  the  Lewisburg  column  so  as  to  make  an 
efiective  force  of  from  12,000  to  15,000  men,  with  orders  to  seize  the 
Southwestern  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Bailroad,  and  make  a  strong 
demonstration  on  Lynchburg,  seizing  it  if  opportunity  offers.  On  this 
supposition  an  additional  force  of  6,000  or  8,000  men  should  be  thrown 
into  the  great  valley,  to  occupy  Augusta  and  Bockbridge  and  watch 
the  passes  through  the  Blue  Bidge  tliere  and  southward. 
Very  respectfully,  your  ol^ient  servant, 

W.  S.  BOSECBANS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  27.  8,  Army. 


Headquabtebs, 
Baltimorej  March  12, 18G2. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  would  suggest  that  the  police  force  of  this  city  be  transferred 
at  once  to  the  police  commissioners  recently  api)ointed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  State,  with  the  exception  of  the  provo8t-marshal  and  some 
10  policemen,  without  waiting  for  the  appropriation  asked  for^  and  re- 
ferred to  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant.  The  city  authorities  can 
then  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  remaining  440  officers  and  men, 
and  the  United  States  be  relieved  from  all  i^esponsibility  in  regard  to 
them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraU 


Chablestown,  March  13, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Maecy,  Chief  of  Staff: 

General  Hamilton  occupied  Winchester  this  morning  at  7  o^dock. 
The  rebel  force  left  the  town  at  5  o'clock  yesterday.  The  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  left  but  an  hour  in  advance  of  our  forces.  The  railway  and 
telegraph  will  be  put  iu  immediate  operation  between  Harper's  Ferry 
and  Winchester. 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneralf  Commanding, 
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GsNEBAii  Obdebs.  \        Hdqbs.  Genebal  Banks'  Division, 

No.  26.  i  Winchester,  Va.y  March  13, 1862. 

The  troops  of  the  command  now  in  the  vicinity  of  Winchester,  Ya., 
will  not  be  allowed  to  leave  their  respective  camps  without  passes 
approved  by  commanders  of  regiments,  detachments,  or  batteries.  The 
provost-marshal  is  ordered  to  arrest  all  soldiers  absent  from  their  com« 
mands  without  such  written  x>ermission. 

The  troops  are  cautioned  against  any  injury  to  private  or  public 
property  or  any  interference  with  the  rights  of  citizens.  £very  abuse 
of  this  character,  by  whomsoever  committed,  will  be  rigidly  investi- 
gated and  punished  with  severity.  The  commanding  general  learns 
with  sincere  regret  that  officers  in  some  cases,  from  mistaken  views, 
either  tolerate  or  encourage  depredations  upon  property.  This  is 
deeply  regretted.  He  calls  upon  them  to  reflect  upon  the  destructive 
influences  which  attend  such  practices,  and  to  remember  the  declaration 
of  the  great  master  of  the  art  of  war,  that  pillage  is  the  most  certain 
method  of  disorganizing  and  destroying  an  army. 

All  well-disposed  persons  are  invited  to  pursue  their  ordinary  voca- 
tions. Those  who  enter  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  to  supply 
its  markets  at  reasonable  prices  will  be  assured  of  all  proper  protec- 
tion by  the  provost-marshaL  It  is  the  object  of  the  military  authorities 
to  re-establish  tiie  privileges  hitherto  enjoyed  by  all  classes  of  the 
American  people,  and  such  intercourse  as  may  be  necessary  for  this 
purpose  between  the  different  towns  in  the  neighborhood  will  be  per- 
mitted, under  such  general  regulations  as  may  be  published  by  the 
provost-marshal,  who  is  directed  to  facilitate,  within  proper  limitS|  all 
branches  of  trade. 

No  arrest  of  persons  or  seizure  of  property  will  be  made  without 
orders  from  headquarters  or  fh>m  the  provost-marshal.  Every  arrest 
will  be  forthwith  reported  to  the  provost-marshal,  and  all  property 
taken  will  be  turned  over  to  the  officer  designated  to  superintend  the 
collection  of  suppUes  for  the  use  of  the  army.  Every  article  of  property 
taken  for  this  purpose  will  be  receipted  for  by  the  officer  taking  it,  and 
compensation  will  be  hereafter  made  for  the  same  by  the  Government. 
Any  person  who  shall  directly  or  indirectly  furnish  intoxicating  liquors 
to  the  troops  may  expect  punishment,  without  mercy;  the  liquors  and 
all  other  goods  found  with  them  will  be  forfeited,  and  the  persons 
ofiendin^  subject  not  only  to  imprisonment,  but  will  be  punished  Avith 
unrelenting  rigor  to  the  last  limit  of  military  law.  The  authorities  of 
the  town  and  its  citizens,  as  well  as  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
command,  are  earnestly  requested  by  the  commanding  general  to  aid 
in  enforcing  this  order. 

By  command  of  Mfg.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks : 

E.  MOB1JI8  COPBLAND, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


Maboh  13, 1862—11.15  a.  m. 
Major-General  MgGlellan: 

Yon  need  apprehend  no  trouble  on  the  question  of  rank  with  General 
Wool.  Many  circumstances  require  that  your  movement,  whatever  it 
may  be,  should  be  prompt.  General  Meigs  reports  that  transports  will 
be  ready  as  fast  as  yon  can  use  them.  I  desire  you  to  keep  me  advised 
of  your  progress  and  movements. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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Washington,  March  13, 1862. 


General  Banks: 

The  General  Commanding  directs  that  General  Sedgwick's  division 
move  without  delay  to  Harper's  Ferry  and  remain  in  readiness  to  leave 
that  place  at  short  notice.  He  also  directs  that  you  at  once  send  one  of 
your  divisions  to  Centreville,  by  the  Little  Biver  pike,  through  Snicker's 
Gap,  Aldie,  and  Pleasant  Valley,  taking  the  road  from  Saunders'  toll- 
gate  to  Centreville.  You  will  find  no  supplies  on  the  road,  and  it  will 
be  necessary  to  transport  all  you  require  to  last  the  division  to  Centre- 
ville. 

Please  inform  as  soon  as  possible  when  General  Sedgwick's  division 
will  be  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  when  the  division  will  leave  for  Centre- 
ville. General  Sedgwick's  division  to  be  detached  from  your  command, 
and  will  probably  l^  sent  by  rail  to  Annapolis. 

B.  B.  MAECY, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Faibfax  Coubt-House, 
March  13, 1862.    (Received  2.30  p.  m.) 
General  Marcy: 

Prepare  to  embark  Hunt's  reserve  artillery,  together  with  all  the 
reserve  ammunition  belonging  to  it.  When  will  the  transportation  be 
ready  f 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Majar-GenerdL 

Fairfax  Court-House, 
March  13, 1862.    (Received  2.40  p.  m.) 
General  Marc  y: 

Direct  the  barges  at  Perryville  and  Annapolis  containing  wagons  to 
be  ready  to  move  at  one  hour's  notice.  Have  the  teams  loaded  at  same 
places  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

MaJor-GeneraL 


*  Fairfax  Court-House, 

March  13, 1862.    (Eeceived  3  p.  m.) 
General  S.  WiLijiAMSy  Assistant  Adjutant- General: 

Believe  General  Hamilton  at  once  fh)m  duty  with  General  Banks, 
and  order  him  to  assume  command  of  General  Heiutzelman's  division. 
Believe  Kearny  from  Fra>nklin's  division,  and  order  him  to  take  com- 
mand of  Sumner's  division;  Couch  to  take  command  of  Keyes'  division, 
and  King  of  McDowell's :  to  be  done  as  soon  as  possible. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAIf, 

Mqjor-Generalj  Commaiuling. 

Fairfax  Court-House,  March  13, 1862. 
General  B.  B.  Marcy: 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  message  to  General  S.  P.  Heintzelman, 
Fort  Lyon: 

General  McClollan  directs  that  yon  hold  General  Hamilton's  division  m  readiness 
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to  embark  to-morrow  moming  at  Alexandria.    General  Hamilton  has  been  ordered  to 
report  to  yoa  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

A.  V.  COLBURN, 
AsHstant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Fairfax  Coxtrt-House, 
March  13, 1862.    (Received  3.20  p.  m.) 

Hon.  B.  M  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

1  have  sent  out  a  strong  cavalry  force  under  General  Stoneman,  to  go 
as  far  as  the  Rappahannock.  1  have  moved  a  regiment  of  infantry  out 
to  guard  the  forage  train  of  the  cavsJry  to-night,  holding  a  brigade  also 
at  Manassas  Station.  I  have  ordered  one  of  Banks'  divisions  to  move 
down  here  at  once.  Your  dispatch  received,  and  measures  will  be 
taken  accordingly. 

GEO.  B.  McCLBLLAN, 

Major- General. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  March  13, 1862—3.05  p.  m. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War :' 

In  reply  to  M^or-General  McClellan's  desire  to  know  what  I  wanted 
for  defense  of  my  position,  I  replied,  for  immediate  defense,  as  follows, 
viz:  Two  thousand  regular  infantry  and  8,000  volunteer  infantry;  Ave 
batteries  of  light  artillery  (regulars,  if  possible) ;  1,100  horses  for  the  five 
batteries,  to  complete  the  batteries  I  have  here  and  to  mount  Dodge's 
cavalry.  I  have  received  only  three  regiments :  First  Michigan,  Fifth 
Maryland,  and  Fitty-eighth  Pennsylvania.  I  require  several  companies 
of  regular  artillery  in  Fort  Monroe.  I  have  only  about  110  regulars  for 
Fort  Monroe  and  l^ewport  News.  Fort  Monroe  is  too  important  a  posi- 
tion to  be  neglected.  1  have  never  feuled  to  so  represent,  and  ask  for 
troops  and  other  means  of  defense. 

JOHN  B.  WOOL, 

Major-General, 

Winchester,  Va.,  March  13, 1862—3.30  p.  m. 

Brigadier-General  Williams,  Assistant  Adjutant-General: 

I  beg  leave  to  report  that  I  washable  to  bring  7,000  men  here  yester- 
day, and  have  upwards  of  4,000  more  en  route  for  this  point  The  com- 
mand is  an  efficient  one,  and  able  to  do  efficient  service.  I  stand  much 
in  need  of  an  able  assistant  quartermaster  foV  the  division.  If  there  be 
any  efficient  man  off  duty,  I  hope  he  may  be  assigned  to  me.  If  not  effi- 
cient and  a  man  of  experience,  I  don't  want  him.  I  reported  as  ordered 
to  Msyor-General  Banks.  Rumors  among  citizens  have  it  that  the  rebels 
mean  to  concentrate  all  their  disposable  strength  and  give  us  one  grand 
battle  between  here  and  Richmond. 

JAS.  SHIBLDS, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Fairfax  Court-House,  March  13, 1862 — 4.30  p.  m. 

General  Marcy: 

Organize  General  Gasey's  division  for  the  field  at  once. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- General. 
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Wj^^p  Obpahtmbnt 
Washington  Ciiy^  2>.  (7.,  March  13, 1802—5.20  p.  m. 
Miyor-General  MoOlellan: 

General  McDowell  has  arrived  here  and  presented  a  paper  parporting 
to  be  the  opinion  of  the  generals  commanding  army  corps,  but  it  contains 
nothing  indicating  that  it  is  yonr  plan.*  The  Department  has  nothing 
to  show  what  is  your  plan  of  operations.  Will  yon  be  pleased  to  state 
specifically  what  plan  of  operations  yoa  propose  to  execute  under  t^e 
present  circumstances  f  Please  state  at  what  time  this  dispatch  is 
received  by  you  and  at  what  hour  your  answer  is  transmitted.  This 
rule  had  better  be  observed  in  all  our  telegraphic  communications. 
There  is  nothing  new  from  Fortress  Monroe. 

In  respect  to  General  Wool's  question  of  rank,  I  will  remark  that  he 
will  be  relieved  from  command  whenever  you  desire  to  assume  it  at  that 
place,  and  if  you  determine  to  make  Fortress  Monroe  your  base  of  oper- 
ations, you  shall  have  the  control  over  the  forces  under  Gk^neral  Bum- 
side's  command.  All  the  forces  and  means  of  the  Government  will  be 
at  your  disposal.    This  dispatch  is  transmitted  at  5.20  p.  m. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTOK 

Secretary  of  War. 

Winchester,  March  13, 1862—5.45  p.  m. 

General  B.  B.  Mabct: 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  General  Sedgwick  to  move  his  division  to 
Harper's  Ferry  in  accordance  with  instructions;  distance,  20  miles. 
Will  be  there  to-morrow  night  Will  report  later  when  division  can 
leave  for  Centreville.    All  quiet  here. 

N.  P.  BAJ^KS, 

Major-QeneroL 

WiNGHESTEB,  Ya.,  MoTch  13, 1S62— 5.45  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Sedgwick,  BerryvUle : 

Genebal  :  It  is  ordered  by  the  M(^or-General  Commanding  the  Army 
that  you  move  your  division  ^<  without  delay  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  re- 
main in  readiness  to  leave  that  place  at  short  notice." 

You  will  please  execute  this  order  with  all  dispatch.  In  answer  to 
inquiry,  I  have  reported  that  you  would  probably  be  at  Harper's  Feny 
Saturday  afternoon,  15th  instant 

General  Dana  intended  when  I  left  Gharlestown  to  remain  there  until 
to-morrow  (Friday)  morning,  and  will  then  move  towards  you  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

I  am,  general,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  BANKS, 
Major-Oeneraly  Oommandingj  <fie. 


General  Obdebs,  )    Headquabtebs,  Sedgwick's  Division, 

No.  30.  i  BerryvHUj  Va.y  March  13, 1862. 

The  division  will  move  toward  HaTx>er's  Ferry  to-morrow  morning. 
•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Sedgwick,  commanding  division: 

WM.  D.  SEDGWICK, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral 

*  See  MoClellan'B  report,  pp.  56, 56. 
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Adjutant-Gbneeal's  Ofpice, 

Washington,  March  13, 1862. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sib  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  say  that  he  places  at 
your  disposal  any  transports  or  coal  vessels  at  Fort  Monroe  for  the  pur- 
pose of  closing  the  channel  of  the  Elizabeth  Biver  to  prevent  the  Mer- 
rimac  again  coming  ont 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

L.  THOMAS, 

A^utant'GeneraU 


Faibfax  Coubt-House, 
March  13, 1862.    (Beceived  8.30  p.  m.) 

Adjutant-General  Thomas: 

In  doubtfhl  uncertainty  as  to  General  Bnmside's  position  and  how 
far  he  may  now  be  engaged  in  his  final  operation,  it  is  difBcult  to 
give  him  very  precise  orders  at  present.  I  think  it  woald  be  well  that 
he  should  not  engage  himsdf  fiirther  inland  than  at  New  Bieme  and 
should  at  once  reduce  Beaufort,  leaving  there  a  sufficient  garrison  in  Fort 
Macon.  He  should  at  once  return  to  ]£)anoke  Island,  ready  to  co-operate 
with  aU  his  available  force,  either  byway  of  Winton  or  by  way  of  Fort 
Monroe,  as  circumstances  may  render  necessary.  I  advise  this  on  the 
supposition  that  Captain  Fox  is  correct  in  his  opinion  that  Bumsido 
will  have  New  Berne  this  week.  If  he  has  become  fairly  engaged  in 
the  movement,  I  would  not  stop  him. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-OenerdL 


Fairfax  Couet-Housb, 
March  13, 1862.    (Beceived  0.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Your  dispatch  of  7.40  just  received  and  will  be  at  once  carried  into 
execution.  I  returned  only  a  short  time  since  from  reviewing  Smith's 
division,  and  found  it  in  admirable  condition  and  spirits. 

Contrabands  just  in  report  enemy  on  Bappahannock  and  Gordons- 
ville  in  force. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- OeneraL 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 
Fairfax  Court-House,  March  13, 18G2.    (Beceived  9.40  p.  m.) 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  re- 
quested to  order  to  Fort  Monroe  whatever  force  Du  Pont  can  now 
spare,  as  well  as  any  available  force  that  Goldsborough  can  send  up, 
as  soon  as  his  present  operations  are  completed. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-OeneraiL 
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Fairfax  Couet-House, 
March  13, 1862, 10.50  p.  in.    (Received  11.15  p.  m.) 

John  Tucker,  Esq.,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War: 

Has  the  additional  rolling  stock  for  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Bail- 
road  and  the  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  EailrosMl  arrived  ?  If  so,  how 
much  of  itf  What  transports  are  certainly  on  hand  at  Alexandria  and 
Washington  for  troops,  horses,  and  guns,  and  for  how  many  of  each 
kindY  I  cannot  make  my  arrangements  for  details  of  movements  until 
I  know  exactly  what  is  on  hand.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  I 
should  be  kept  constantly  informed.  I  wish  to  move,  so  that  the  men, 
&c.,  can  be  moved  direct  on  board  ship. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-General. 


Fairfax  Court-Housb,  March  13, 1862—11  p.  m. 

Hon.  John  Tucker,  Assistant  Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  made  it  Colonel  Astor's  duty  to  remain  and  keep  recorded  all 
information  in  regard  to  transports,  so  that  I  may  always  know  the  ex- 
act condition  of  the  transports  and  their  locality.  Will  you  please  send 
him  by  express  as  early  to-morrow  as  practicable  a  complete  list  of  the 
transports  hired,  the  capacity  of  each  for  the  particular  purpose  for 
which  hired ;  name  of  captain ;  amount  of  stores  on  board,  including 
water ;  whether  it  has  cooking  arrangements,  &c.  ]  in  short,  all  the  in- 
formation you  possess  in  regard  to  them,  including  draught  of  water! 
In  addition,  please  keep  him  constantly  informed  by  telegraph  of  arrival 
of  vessels. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-QeneraX* 


Navy  Department,  March  13, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  suggest  that  this  Department  can  easily 
obstruct  the  channel  to  Norfolk  so  as  to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  Merri- 
mac,  provided  the  Array  will  carry  the  SewelPs  Point  batteries,  in  which 
duty  the  Kavy  will  give  great  assistance. 
Very  respectfully, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 


War  Department,  WasMngtony  March  13, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McGlellan: 

General  Patrick  was  nominated  upon  your  request  several  days  ago. 
I  took  the  nomination  pyself  to  the  President,  and  saw  it  signed  by 
him,  and  will  go  to  the  Senate  to-morrow  to  urge  the  confirmation. 
Any  others  you  may  designate  will  receive  the  like  attention.  Nothing 
you  can  ask  of  me  or  this  Department  will  be  spared  to  aid  you  in  every 
particular. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Navy  Depabthent,  Mareh  13, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oeobge  B.  MgGlellan,  Fairfax  Court-Eause: 

The  Monitor  is  more  than  a  match  for  the  Merrimac,  bnt  she  might 
be  disabled  in  the  next  encounter.  I  cannot  advise  so  great  dependence 
upon  her.  Bomside  and  Goldsborongh  are  very  strong  for  the  Ghowan 
Itiver  roate  to  Norfolk,  and  I  bronght  up  maps,  explanations,  &c.,  to 
show  you.  It  tnms  everything,  and  is  only  27  miles  to  Norfolk  by  two 
good  roads.  Bumside  will  have  New  Berne  this  week.  The  Monitor 
may,  and  I  think  will,  destroy  the  Merrimac  in  the  next  fight,  but  this 
is  hope,  not  certainty.    The  Merrimac  must  dock  for  repairs. 

G.  V.  FGX. 


Fort  Monroe  Va.,  March  13, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

Major-General  McGlellan  desires  by  telegraph  to  know  if  the  channel 
between  Se well's  Point  and  Graney  Island  could  be  blockaded.  I  reply 
that  it  would  be  impracticable  without  first  taking  the  battery  of  thirty 
guns  on  Sewell's  Point  and  then  sink  twenty  boats  loaded  with  stone, 
exposed,  however,  to  a  fire  of  thirty  guns  on  Graney  Island.  Flag- 
Officer  Goldsborongh  agrees  with  me  in  this  ojpinion.  To  take  the  bat- 
teries it  would  require  the  Monitor.  Neither  of  us  think  it  would  do  to 
use  the  Monitor  for  that  service,  lest  she  should  become  crippled.  She 
is  our  only  hope  against  the  Merrimac. 

JOHN  E.  WOOL, 

Major-Oeneraln 


March  13, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B.  Marcy: 

General  Sickles  informs  me  this  morning  that  the  cars  were  running 
from  Aquia  last  night.  Gaptain  Magaw  states  that  he  is  informed  that 
the  rebels  are  fortifying  Fredericksburg,  and  that  they  are  evacuating 
Aquia.  The  Freeborn  was  off  Aquia  yesterday  within  easy  range,  and 
no  shots  fired. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
BngoMer- General^  Commanding  Division. 


BxTDD's  Ferry,  March  13, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Marcy: 

Every  appearance  indicates  that  the  rebels  will  not  retire  immediately 
from  Aquia.  The  bridge  across  the  Potomac  is  not  essential  in  case  a 
movement  should  be  made  on  Fredericksburg.  Without  running  stock 
the  railroad  would  be  of  no  use.  In  that  event  our  boat  landing  will  be 
near  Fouke's.  Of  course  the  rebels  will  destroy  bridges  and  everything 
else  as  they  advance. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Brigadier-  QeneraL 
48  R  R— VOL  V 
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BuBD's  Febby,  March  13, 1862. 

Brigadier-General  Mabgy: 

The  bridges  at  Aqaia  Greek  are  Btill  standiDg  and  guarded.  Two 
Northern  men  have  arrived  at  Liverpool  Point  from  FrederickBborg 
yesterday.  They  represent  large  numbers  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fredericksburg.  They  have  been  using  the  batteries  at  Aqnia  to-day. 
We  can  take  i>os8es8ion  of  the  bridges,  if  you  desire,  between  this  and 
morning,  with  the  aid  of  the  Stepping  Stones.  My  negro  spies  are  not 
in,  but  this  information  is  reliable. 

JOSEPH  HOOEEB, 

JBrigadier-OeHerdU 


Washington  Gity,  D.  G.,  March  14, 18G2— 8.45  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  E.  Wool,  Commanding  at  Fortress  Monroe : 

The  following  dispatch  from  General  McGlellan  has  been  received  by 
this  Department: 

Fairfax  Court-Housb,  Ifank  1^—11.20  p.  m. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Seeretaryof  War: 

I  wonld  be  |;lad  to  havo  instraetions  giren  to  General  Wool  that  the  troops  and 
Btores  now  being  sent  down  to  Fort  Monroe  ore  of  my  eommand  and  not  to  bo  appro- 
priated by  him. 

GEO.  B.  HcCLELLAN, 

Major-Qenerd!, 

The  request  of  General  McGlellan  is  approved,  and  yon  are  instructed 
to  act  in  accordance  with  it,  and  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this 
communication. 

EDWm  M.  STA25TON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Fairfax  Goubt-Housb,  March  14, 1862. 

(Beceived  11.45  a.  m.) 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Seeretaryof  War: 

Hare  placed  General  Eichardson  in  command  of  General  Sumner's 
division  instead  of  Kearny,  who  x)rcfers  remaining  with  his  old  brigade. 
Please  inform  the  President. 

GEG.  B.  MCGLELLAN, 

Major^GeneraL 


Fairfax  Gouet-House,  March  14, 1862—1.30  p.  m. 

General  B.  B.  Masoy  : 

Direct  General  Banks  to  leave  General  Shields' command  at  Winches- 
ter for  the  present,  including  all  cavalry  of  the  divisions  of  Banks  and 
Shields — General  Banks  to  come  in  person  here  as  soon  as  possible,  pre- 
ceding his  old  division. 

GEO.  B.  MCGLELLAN, 

Meipr-Oeneral^  Commanding. 
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Faibfax  GoxTBT-HoxTBEy  March  14, 1862. 

(Received  3  p.  m.) 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Beeretary  of  War: 

For  especial  reasons,  I  have  changed  the  organization  of  the  army 
corps  as  follows :  First  Corps,  McDowell;  divisions,  Franklin,  McCall, 
and  King.  Second  Corps,  Somner;  divisions,  Bichardson,  Blenker, 
Sedgwick.  Third  Corps,  Heintzelman ;  divisions.  Hooker,  Hamilton, 
Smith.  Foorth  Corps,  Keyes  j  divisions,  Porter,  Coach,  Casey.  Fitth 
Corps,  Banks :  divisions,  Williams  and  Shields. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-GeiMraL 

Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Potomac, 
Marck  14, 1862—3  p.  m.    (Beceived  3.30  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

As  fast  as  transportation  is  ready  we  shall  move  to  the  new  line  of 
operations.  It  is  important  that  the  available  force  at  Fort  Monroe 
should  be  under  the  control  of  the  commander  of  the  army  acting  there, 
and  I  desire  to  form  another  division,  under  Mansfield,  from  the  troops 
now  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  to  annex  that  division  to  the 
First  Army  Corps  as  soon  as  McDowell  is  confirmed  as  m^jor-general. 
First  Corps  leads  the  movement 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-OencraL 

No.  6.]  Fairfax  Court-House, 

March  14,  1802.    (Received  4.10  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War: 

I  would  advise  that  no  change  be  made  now  in  the  organization  of 
divisions.  It  would  be  very  pernicious  at  such  a  moment  as  this.  The 
division  is  the  real  unit  of  force,  and  should  be  intact-  The  third 
word  is  omitted  in  your  dispatch,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  you  mean 
Kearny  or  Richardson  ]  but  it  makes  no  difference,  as  my  opinion  is 
based  on  general  principles.    I  am  hard  at  work. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-GeneraL 


Fairfax  Court-House, 
March  14«  1862—5.30  p.  m.    (Received  0  p.  m.) 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

•  •••••• 

All  goes  well.  Franklin,  McCall,  Keyes,  and  McDowell  are  en  route; 
also  the  regulars.  I  will  not  disapx>oint  you.  Porter  and  Smith  start 
in  the  morning. 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major- Oeneral, 

BuDD's  Ferry,  March  14,  1802—9  a.  m. 
General  S.  Williams: 

All  of  the  rebel  batteries  extending  from  Cockpit  Point  to  Aquia 
Creek  arc  now  utterly  demolished.    All  the  guns  that  were  worth  pre- 
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serving  have  been  tambled  over  the  bluff  banks  on  which  they  stood 
to  where  they  can  be  picl^ed  np  by  the  vessels  of  the  flotilla.  Yester- 
day my  men  succeeded  in  moving  the  Homan^s  English  rifled  gnn,  95- 
pounder,  to  the  edge  of  the  river,  and  it  is  now,  I  presume,  at  the  navy- 
yard.  The  rebels  left  everything  behind.  Some  of  my  regiments  have 
been  constantly  at  work  in  removing  stores  of  all  kinds,  and  to-day  I 
hope  the  Sixth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  will  complete  that  work.  A 
defeat  could  not  have  been  more  disastrous  to  the  rebels.  They  left  in 
the  utmost  consternation.  The  defensive  works  of  the  rebels  in  and 
around  the  batteries  were  stupendous.  I  am  informed  that  the  rebeJs 
still  hold  to  the  x)ositions  on  Aquia  Creek. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier-  OenerdL 


BUDD's  Febby,  March  14, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams: 

One  of  my  negro  spies  reports  that  he  went  to  the  Bappahannock ; 
saw  large  bodies  of  troops  yesterday  below  Fredericksburg,  on  the 
Caroline  side  of  the  river.  Troops,  he  says,  are  concentrating  there  in 
good  numbers.  Intrenchments  are  being  thrown  np  on  the  race- 
course— a  place,  it  is  said,  artillery  commands  the  approach  for  a  great 
distance;  vicinity  a  level  plain.  The  bridges  about  Fredericksburg  are 
standing.  The  rebels  expect  a  great  battle  there.  The  prominent 
citizens  there  have  their  goods  packed,  ready  for  a  move.  This  can 
be  relied  on. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Brigadier'  GeneraL 

Headquabtebs  Hooeeb's  Division, 
Camp  BaJcerj  Lower  FotomaCj  Maryland^  March  14, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  P.  Van  Leeb, 

Camma^iding  Sixth  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers  : 

You  will  land  five  companies  of  your  command  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Qnantico,  and  five  companies  on  the  south  side  of  the  Chopawamsic, 
and  direct  both  columns  to  march  on  Dumfries.  You  will  direct  care- 
ful search  to  be  made  on  both  for  all  scows  and  boats,  and  send  down 
the  river  as  many  as  practicable  that  may  be  of  service.  Throughout  all 
your  march  you  will  capture  and  bring  off  as  many  of  the  rebel  stores 
as  may  be  of  service  to  us.  Should  you  meet  with  resistance,  capture 
and  destroy  them ;  also  destroy  all  rebel  stores  that  can  be  of  no  service 
to  us.  Let  the  march  bo  made  with  great  caution.  Allow  no  straggling, 
and  keep  your  advanced  guard  and  flankers  well  thrown  out  Members 
of  the  signal  corps  will  accompany  you  to  communicate  any  important 
information  you  may  have  to  send  me.  Eetum  tonight. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Wab  Depabtment, 
Washingtony  JD.  C,  March  14,  1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  Fairfax  Court  Rouse: 

About  twenty-five  steamers  to  carry  troops  are  here.    Others  must 
arrive  rapidly.    I  will  directly  let  you  know  the  carrying  capacity  of 
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those  that  are  here.  At  Perryville  there  are  barges  for  all  the  wagons 
and  schooners  for  abont  one-third  of  the  horses  there,  and  a  large  fleet 
iras  jast  bdow  Perryville  last  night.  The  change  from  Annapolis  to 
Washington  will  cause  some  delay,  particularly  in  tiie  titinsportation  of 
horses.  I  send  by  express  to  Colonel  Astor  the  detailed  information 
you  require.  I  will  telegraph  again  as  soon  as  I  get  reports  of  arrival 
this  morning. 

JOHN  TUCKER, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquabtebs  Mountain  Depabtment, 

Wheelingj  March  14, 18C2. 

Major-Oeneral  McGlellan: 

Colonel  at  Gauley  Bridge  learns  large  force  for  Lewisburg  arrived  at 
Jackson  Eiver  Depot  last  week,  and  was  turned  back  by  orders.  Send 
it  as  an  item.  My  report  went  to  Adjutant-General  Thomas  12th. 
Where  am  I  to  got 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier'  Oeneral. 

Organization  of  brigades  in  Banhf  division.  WinchestcTj  Fa.,  March  14, 

18C2.» 


FIRST  BItlGADE. 

Brig,  Gen,  A,  S.  WtlliamSf  commanding. 

Fifth  Connecticnt  Infantry. 
First  Mainland  Infantry. 
Twenty-eighth  New  York  Infantry. 
Twenty-eiffhth  Pennsylyania  Infantry. 
Forty-fiixtn  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 


BECOXD  BRIGADE. 

Brig,  Gen,  J,  J,  Ahercrombie,  commanding. 

Twelfth  Indiana  Infantry. 
Sixteenth  Indiana  Infantiy* 
Twelfth  Maflsachnsetts  Infantry. 
Thirteenth  Massachnsetts  Infantry. 
Eighty-third  New  York  Infantry. 


THIRD  BRIGADE. 


CoU  Crcorge  H.  Gordon,  commanding. 


Twenty-Seventh  Indiana  Infantry. 
Second  Maasachnsetts  Infantry. 


Twenty-Ninth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 
Third  Wisconsin  Infantry. 


Washington,  March  15, 1862. 

Mig.  Oen.  George  B.  McClellan,  Seminary : 

In  reply  to  your  dispatch  to  this  Department  of  yesterday  [ISth], 
which  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Kavy,  he  rephes  as 
follows : 

Navt  Department,  March  14, 186-3. 

Hon.  £.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  Tonrs  inclosing  the  dispatch  of  M^jor-General  McClellan,  snggesting  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  "  to  order  to  Fort  Monroe  Avhatever  force  Da  Pont 
can  now  spare,  as  well  as  any  available  force  that  GoUlsborough  can  send  up,  as  soon 
08  his  present  operations  are  completed,"  has  been  received.    If  a  movement  is  to  be 

*Anuoanced  in  General  Orders,  No.  27,  of  that  date,  from  division  headquarters. 
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BDode  npon  Norfolk-Hilways  afaToiite  meaanre  of  this  Department— instant  measoies 
will  be  taken  to  advise  and  slxenffthen  Flag-Officer  Goldsboronffh,  bat  unless  such  be 
the  case,  I  siionld  be  extremely  rolactant  to  take  any  measure  tniat  woold  even  tempo- 
rarily -weaken  the  efficacy  of  the  blockade,  especially  at  the  points  nnder  the  command 
of  Flag-Offloer  Dn  Pont.  The  importance  of  capturing  Norfolk  is,  I  know,  deemed 
almost  indispensable  by  Flag-Officer  Goldsborongh,  who  will  be  happy  to  co-operate 
in  a  movement  in  that  direction,  and  will,  I  need  not  assure  yon,  have  the  active  and 
earnest  efforts  of  this  Department  to  aid  him  with  all  the  force  that  can  be  placed  at 
his  disposal. 

t  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

GIDEON  WELLES. 

The  foregoing  letter  was  receiyed  late  last  night'. 

EDWm  M.  STA2!n:ON, 

Beeretary  of  War. 


Washington  City,  D.  0.,  March  15, 18G2. 

Mig.  Glen.  George  B.  MgOlellan,  General^  Commanding : 

Genebal  :  Application  has  been  made  to  this  Department  by  rep- 
resentatives from  the  State  of  Virginia  that  the  force  under  General 
Lockwood)  now  in  Eastern  Yirgiuia,  is  no  longer  needed  there,  and  it 
would  gratify  the  inhabitants  to  have  all  but  a  small  portion  removed. 

I  beg  to  d&ect  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  that  you  will  make 
such  order  as  you  deem  proper. 
Yours,  truly. 

EDWm  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquabtsbs  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

Waehingtany  March  15, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  I.  McDowell,  Commanding  First  Army  Corps : 

General:  The  commanding  general  directs  that  your  corps  take 
with  it  on  its  transports  six  days'  subsistence,  of  which  at  least  three 
days  must  be  cooked  and  in  haversacks. 

Each  commissary  must  provide  himself  with  scales,  butchers'  tools, 
and  whatever  else  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  performance  of  his 
duties.  Any  property  that  cannot  be  taken  will  be  left  in  charge  of 
an  agent,  whose  name,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  property  so  left, 
will  be  reported  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence. 
I  am,  general,  very  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  COLBUBN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Near  Alexandria^  March  15, 1862. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  return  the  letter  of  Mr.  Beverdy  John- 
sou,  having  retained  a  copy. 

I  would  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  very  indefinite  nature  of  the 
letter.  There  were  many  Massachusetts  regiments  in  and  near  Mont- 
gomery Gouuty  until  within  a  few  days  past ;  unless  the  locality  is  spec- 
ified it  would  seem  to  be  imx>ossible  to  carry  out  your  orders,  lor  the 
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guilty  parties  certainly  will  not  volunteer  information  against  them- 
selves. 

About  ten  days  since  I  was  informed  that  some  men  from  a  Massa- 
chusetts regiment,  in  Keyes'  division,  had  committed  outrages ;  I  at 
once  direct^  the  matter  to  be  laid  betbre  General  Keyes,  with  orders 
to  investigate  it  and  bring  the  parties  to  panishment.  I  can  form  no 
idea  whether  this  is  the  same  case  or  not.  K  Mr.  Johnson  will  give  me 
some  clew  to  pursue  I  will  gladly  have  the  whole  thing  examined.  The 
charge  is  so  indefinite  that  I  really  do  not  know  how  I  am  to  proceed  in 
the  matter  without  more  distinct  information.  May  I  ask  you  to  request 
Mr.  Johnson  to  give  me  the  necessary  data  with  the  least  possible  de- 
lay, for  I  wish  to  punish  promptly  any  outrages  committed  by  troops 
under  my  command  t 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  McCLELLAN, 

Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


Genbbal  Obdebs,  )   Wjlr  Depabtuent,  Ad jt.  Gen.'s  Office, 
:So.  25.  f  Washington^  March  15, 1862. 

The  Provost-Marshal-Ctoneral  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  his 
subordinates  wiU  turn  over  to  Brigadier-General  Wadsworth^  military 
governor  of  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  the  buildings  and  premises  occu- 
pied in  the  city  of  Washington  and  all  the  public  proi)erty  belonging 
thereto ;  and  m>m  and  after  it  being  so  turned  over  the  provost-mar- 
shal's oifice  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  city  of  Washington,  and  all  the 
force  employed  in  the  military  police  of  the  dty  will  be  henceforth 
under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Wadsworth,  as  military  governor 
of  the  District.  General  Wadsworth  will  establish  his  headquarters  in. 
the  building  heretofore  used  and  occupied  by  the  provost-marshal  in 
the  city  of  Washington. 

The  Provost-Marshal-Geneial  and  his  subordinates  will  also  turn 
over  to  Brigadier-Gtoneral  Wadsworth,  as  military  governor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  all  the  military  prisons  and  prisoners  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  and  all  contrabands  now  in  custody,  and  the  same 
shall  henceforth  be  under  command  of  the  military  governor  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  General  Wadsworth  will  forthwith  assume  command 
as  military  governor  of  the  said  Districts 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS, 

AdjutanUOeneraL 

Washington  Kavy-Yaed,  March  16, 1862. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

The  following  was  received  at  6.30 : 

Potomac  Fzxxeilla,  March  IS. 
CaptAin  Dahloben: 

The  information  I  forwarded  regarding  i^nboats  bnildinc  on  the  Rappahannock 
was  obtained  firom  negroes  living  in  that  vicinity.  They  had  not,  however,  seen  any 
of  the  boats.  Wliat  they  stated  was  from  hearsay.  The  Nicholas  is  a  light  side- 
wheel  steamer,  the  boat  seized  by  a  Colonel  Thomas,  of  Maryland.  I  have  no  de- 
Bcription  of  the  Virginia,  bat  have  Jadged  her  the  same  description  of  boat.  I  will 
strive  and  obtain  fiuther  information  on  these  points. 

B.  H.  WTMAN. 

J.  A.  DAHLGBEK 
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Washington  Xayt-Yabd,  March  16,  1862—8.45  a.  iil 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

General  Van  Yliet  has  just  left^  having  come  to  confer  in  regard  to 
the  matter  nnder  your  consideration  to  day.  Ho  tbinks  they  wUl  havo 
no  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  pilotage,  if  I  wUI  let  him  have  one  or  two 
good  pilots  to  lead  and  the  assistance  of  one  or  two  vessels  of  the  flotilla 
to  watch  the  Rappahannock.  The  chief  pilot  of  the  yard,  on  being  called 
in,  stated  that  such  of  the  vessels  as  he  had  spoken  to  had  pilots,  and 
he  believed  most  of  them  had.  He  also  said  that  the  draught  of  the 
transports  was  gener^y  10  feet.  I  requested  General  Van  Vliet  to 
see  and  state  his  views  to  you  on  the  subject  Captain  Wyman  will  be 
up  in  the  morning  and  will  see  you,  if  you  choose. 

J.  A.  DAHLGBEN. 


Washington  Navy-Yabd,  March  16, 1862—0  a.  m. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Captain  Wyman  has  just  arrived  from  below,  and  says  that  three  ves- 
sels of  his  flotilla  have  already  been  ordered  to  convoy  the  transports 
to  Hampton  Eoads,  and  as  the  quartermaster-general  of  the  Potomac 
is  satisfied  with  all  the  other  arrangements,  it  would  appear  that 
all  your  purposes  will  be  executed  without  my  assistance.  Captain 
Wyman  also  says  in  regard  to  the  vessels  supposed  to  be  building  at 
Fredericksburg,  that  they  are  not  reported  to  be  fcur  advanced,  and  he 
has  no  information  as  to  their  being  cased  with  iron.  The  reports  are 
derived  from  negroes  at  different  times.  Captain  Wyman  further  states 
that  there  is  a  young  man  in  General  Hooker's  brigade  who  lately  ran 
away  from  Fredericksburg,  and  may  be  able  to  give  information  on  the 
subject 

JNO.  A,  DAHLGRBN. 


Pooi^sviLLE,  March  16,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  Williams: 

Lieutenant-Colonel  De  Korponay  reports  that  several  small  detach- 
ments of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  in  all  some  ^  or  50,  have  been  seen  sev- 
eral times  the  past  two  days  in  the  neighborhood,  reconnoitering  this 
position.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  pickets  below  Goose  Creek,  on  this 
side,  who  report  having  seen  about  the  same  number  last  evening.  Last 
night  several  rocket  signals  were  made  about  2  miles  west  of  the  town, 
and  the  pickets  the  same  distance  below  Edwards  Ferry,  on  this  side, 
report  that  two  were  sent  up  opposite  at  a  distance  from  the  river. 
Colonel  De  Korponay  has  with  him  280  men,  including  6  of  the  First 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery. 

EDMUOT)  C.  CHARLES, 
Colonel  Forty-eecond  New  York  Volunteers^  Commanding. 


WmOHESTEB,  March  16,  1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  N.  P.  Banks: 

Your  message  received.  Authentic  information  received  to-day  of 
evacuation  of  Strasburg  yesterday  by  Jackson's  forces  taking  the  road 
to  Staunton,  with  guns  and  stores.    Eailroad  bridges  over  l^orth  and 
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Sonth  Branches  of  the  Shenandoah  burned  Friday  night.  Turnpike 
bridges  on  Front  Koyal  road  over  Shenandoah  and  Korth  Branch  also 
destroyed. 

D.  D.  PERKINS, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

Headquarters  Hooker's  Division, 
Camp  Baker^  Lower  l^oiomac^  Maryland^  March  IG,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  £.  Sickles,  Commanding  Second  Brigade : 

The  enemy  have  a  cavalry  force  of  about  180  men  stationed  nearly 
opposite  you  and  about  3  miles  back  from  the  Potomac.  This  is  their 
headquarters,  and  from  there  are  sent  out  pickets  along  thQ  river  and 
road  in  the  direction  of  Dumfries.  It  is  desirable  to  destroy  or  capture 
this  force,  and  the  brigadier-general  commanding  requests  that  you  will 
have  five  companies  detailed  from  your  command,  under  an  intelligent 
and  discreet  officer,  to  attack  and  destroy  that  picket  tonight.  Let  the 
]>reparation  and  execution  be  made  with  the  utmost  secrecy.  An  ex- 
cellent guide,  a  negro,  whose  house  is  in  that  vicinity,  can  conduct  the 
command  to  the  point  without  observation.  He  will  be  sent  to  report  to 
you  today.  You  will  require  a  light-draught  steamer, and  I  have  none 
to  send  you.  Tou  will  have  to  call  on  Lieutenant  Magaw  for  a  tug,  and 
if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  the  expedition  will  be  deferred.  After  con- 
ferring with  that  officer  you  may  find  it  advisable  to  take  over  a  scow 
and  a  barge  to  facilitate  the  landing,  and  should  the  party  capture 
horses,  it  will  be  of  great  service  in  emoarking  them. 

Instruct  the  officer  charged  with  the  execution  of  this  to  march  with 
bis  command  well  in  hand,  his  advance  guard  and  flankers  well  thrown 
out,  and  under  no  circumstance  permit  an  officer,  non-commissioned 
officer,  or  private  to  quit  the  ranks  without  authority.  They  will  move 
out  and  return  with  dispatch,  bringing  away  or  destroying  all  the  stores 
of  the  rebels.  Forbid  by  the  most  stringent  orders  the  destruction  of 
all  private  property. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOS.  DICKINSON, 
Aasietant  Adjutant-General, 


Budd's  Ferry,  March  16, 1862. 

Mcy.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan: 

My  latest  ad\  .ces  from  Aquia  are  of  the  14th.  To  that  time  it  was 
not  known  that  the  rebels  had  abandoned  any  of  their  batteries  or  with- 
drawn any  of  their  supi)orts,  nor  had  any  additions  been  made  to  the 
defenses  or  the  force.  There  were  three  batteries,  numbering  seven 
pieces — three  on  the  water  and  four  on  the  high  ground  in  the  rear. 
Vessels  of  the  flotilla  are  down  in  that  vicinity  now.  I  have  already 
sent  for  later  information.    Will  forward  it  when  it  comes  in. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Budd's  Ferry,  March  16, 1862. 
M^or-General  McClellan: 

Have  just  received  the  last  reports  from  Aquia.    The  impression  of 
officers  belonging  to  the  flotilla  is  that  some  heavy  guns  at.  Aquia  have 
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been  removed.  A  light  battery  appeared  a  little  to  the  south  of  them 
to-day.  The  infantry  supports  have  not  been  strengthened  there.  This 
is  all  I  can  learn,  and  this  I  consider  reliable. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 

Headquabtebs  Sumner's  Army  Corps, 

Fairfax  Court-House^  March  IG,  1862. 

Colonel  Colburn: 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed  dispatch*  just 
received  from  Brigadier-Oeneral  French,  commanding  third  brigade  of 
Kichardsoo's  division.  General  French  was  left  with  his  brigade  and  a 
battery  at  Manassas  Junction,  with  orders  not  to  retire  onUl  General 
Stoneman  passed  ou  his  return. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  your  being  insulted  by  any  dem- 
onstration which  the  enemy  might  make,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
push  forward  to  Bull  Bun  the  Slite  of  the  two  brigades  of  Bichardson's 
division  in  bivouac  here,  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Bichardson.  The  two  brigades  are  accompanied  by  Clarke's  battery 
and  three  squadrons  of  cavalry.  The  command  is  now  on  the  march. 
Blenker's  entire  division  is  on  hand  ready  to  march,  if  it  prove  necessary. 
Subsequently,  the  inclosed  dispatch  from  General  Stoneman,  addressed 
to  you,  arrived,  and,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  I 
deemed  it  my  imx>eranve  duty  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  its  con- 
tents. I  do  not  consider  myself  as  called  upon  by  the  dispatch  to  make 
any  change  in  the  above-mentioned  dispositions. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  V.  SUMNEB, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  U,  S.  Army^  Commanding  Army  Corps, 

Note. — I  do  not  believe  that  the  enemy  can  threaten  our  troops  at 
Bull  Bun,  but  I  think  it  better  to  guard  against  possibilities. 


Headquarters  Sumner's  Armt  Corps, 

Fairfax  Court-House^  March  16, 1862. 

General  B.  B.  Margy,  Chuf  of  Staff: 

Your  dispatch  has  been  received.*  General  French's  brigade  has 
already  been  ordered  to  return  to  Manassas,  and  the  remainder  of 
Bichardson's  division  put  en  route  to  support  it.  Does  the  General 
Commanding  deem  it  advisable  that  the  remaining  division  at  this 
point  be  advanced  to  the  front  of  Blenkert 

B.  V.  SXTMNEB, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  U.  S,  Army^  Commanding  Army  Corps* 


Headquarters  Sumner's  Armt  Corps, 

Fairfax  Court-House^  Fa.,  March  16, 1862. 
General  Bichardson: 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs  that  if  from  any  informa- 
tion you  may  have  received  you  deem  it  prudent  to  advance  your  com- 

*  Not  foand. 
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mand  farther  to  the  front  than  Bull  Bnn  as  a  support  to  General  French, 
after  he*  has  returned  to  Manassas,  you  [may]  use  your  own  judgment  in 
the  matter.  Supplies  will  be  forwarded  to  you  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Keep  these  headquarters  advised  of  your  movements  and  the  reasons 
therefor. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Adjutant-General 


Headquarters  SwunsB^s  Army  Corps, 

Fairfax  Caurt-Eaueey  March  IG,  1862. 
General  Bichardson: 

The  general  commanding  the  corps  directs,  in  compliance  with  orders 
fh>m  headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac,  that  French's  brigade  return 
to  Manassas  to  await  further  orders,  and  he  directs  that  you  remain  with 
the  residue  of  your  division  as  a  support  at  Bull  Bun.  Three  days' 
rations  will  be  forwarded  to  you  to-morrow,  and  the  general  orders  that 
you  make  such  distributious  of  them  as  you  may  deem  proper. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOB, 
Chief  of  Staff  and  Adjutant-Oenerdl, 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potokao, 

Washington^  D.  C,  March  17, 1862. 

M%j.  Gen.  George  B.  McClellan, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  information  rela- 
tive to  the  forces  and  defenses  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  obtained  to 
this  date,  which  has  been  extracted  from  current  statements  made  here 
by  spies,  contrabands,  deserters,  refugees,  and  prisoners  of  war,  in  the 
order  of  time  as  hereinafter  stated,  and  which  at  the  time  of  reception 
were  made  the  subjects  of  special  reports  to  you.  I  have  also  appended 
to  this  report  of  extracts  firom  statements,  and  have  made  the  same  a 
part  of  this  report,  a  varied  summary  of  the  forces  and  defenses  of  the 
rebel  Army  of  the  Potomac,  showing  by  dififerent  combinations  about 
the  probable  number  of  these  forces  and  the  locality  and  strength  of 
their  defenses : 

By  reference  to  the  summary  of  this  report  it  will  be  seen  that  115,500 
men  is  a  medium  estimate  of  the  rebel  Army  of  the  Potomac,  which  are 
stated  as  being  located  as  follows,  viz  i  At  Manassas,  Centreville,  Bull 
Bun.  Upper  Occoquan,  and  vicinities,  about  80,000  men;  at  Brooke's 
Station,  Dumfries,  Lower  Occoquan,  and  vicinities,  18,000;  at  Leesburg 
and  vicini^,  4,500;  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  13,000. 

Of  the  above-mentioned  forces  information  has  been  received  up  to 
date,  as  shown  by  summary  in  this  report,  of  the  following  specific  organ- 
izations, viz:  At  Manassas,  Centreville,  Bull  Bun,  Upper  Occoquan,  and 
vicinities,  sixty-one  regiments  and  one  battalion  infantry,  eight  regi- 
ments, one  battalion,  and  seven  independent  companies  cavalry,  thirtj'- 
four  companies  artillery.  At  Brooke's  Station,  DumfHes,  Lower  Occo- 
quan, and  vicinities,  eighteen  regiments  and  one  battalion  infantry,  one 
regiment  and  six  independent  companies  cavalry,  and  fifteen  companies 
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artUlery;  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  twelve  regiments  infant^,  two 
brigades  militia,  one  regiment  cavalry,  and  seven  companies  artillery; 
and  at  Leesbarg  four  regiments  infantry,  one  regiment  militia,  five  inde- 
pendent companies  cavalry,  and  one  company  of  artillery. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  gaarde<l 
as  the  rebels  have  ever  been  against  the  encroachment  of  spies,  and 
vigilant  as  they  have  always  been  to  prevent  information  of  their  de- 
signs, movements,  or  of  their  forces,  going  beyond  their  lines,  it  has 
been  impossible,  even  by  the  use  of  every  resource  at  our  command,  to 
ascertain  with  certainty  the  specific  number  and  character  of  their  forces. 
It  may,  therefore,  safely  be  assumed  that  in  so  large  an  army  as  our  in- 
formation shows  them  to  possess  very  much  of  its  composition  and  very 
many  of  its  forces  have  not  been  specifically  ascertained,  which,  added 
to  those  already  known,  would  largely  increase  their  numbers  and  con- 
siderably swell  its  proportions. 

The  summary  of  the  general  estimate  shows  the  forces  of  the  rebel 
Army  of  the  Potomac  to  be  150,000,  as  claimed  by  its  officers  and  as 
sanctioned  by  the  public  belief,  over  80,000  of  which  were  stationed  op 
to  the  time  of  evacuation  at  Manassas,  Centreville,  and  vicinity,  the  re- 
mainder being  within  easy  supporting  distance.  This  fact  is  strongly 
supported  by  the  statement  of  several  supposed  reliable  persons,  to  the 
efiect  that  80,000  daily  rations  were  issued  to  the  forces  at  Manassas, 
CentreviUe,  and  vicinity,  and  by  the  well-sustained  fact  (hat  the  portions 
of  the  army  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  and  the  Lower  Potomac  each  had 
their  separate  commissary  department  and  received  their  supplies  from 
sources  entirely  independent  of  the  department  at  Manassas. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  several  statements  included  in  this  re- 
port that  the  parties  were  engineers,  conductors,  &c.,  on  the  Manassas 
Gap  liailroad,  and  that  they  testify  under  oath  tliat  their  chance  for  in- 
formation about  the  forces  at  Manassas  and  Centreville  was  the  very 
best,  and  that  the  number  stationed  there  up  to  about  the  time  of  evac- 
uation was  firom  80.000  to  100,000.  It  is  also  shown  by  the  statement  of 
a  refugee  who  resiaed  near  Fairfax  Gourt-House  that  he  learned  from 
officers  of  the  rebel  army  that  the  numbers  of  their  forces  at  Manassas 
and  Gentreville  were  75,000,  and  Uiat  150,000  rations  were  drawn  by  the 
whole  army. 

All  of  which  is  resi>ectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant,* 

E.  J.  ALLEN.    [ALLEN  PINKEBTON.] 


Eastvillb,  Va.,  March  17, 1862. 
A.  Stager : 

Steamer  just  in  fcom  Fort  Monroe.  The  line  is  sufficiently  guarded 
by  cavalry,  and  tiiere  is  a  guard  night  and  day  at  the  end  of  cable,  but 
there  is  no  field  piece  at  Cape  Charles  to  bring  boats  to,  and  being  but 
12  miles  from  Cape  Henry,  the  blockade  is  easily  run.  When  cable  failed 
it  was  foggy.  If  not  cut,  it  was  damaged  by  anchors.  If  weather  be 
calm,  it  will  be  underrun  from  both  ends  to-morrow  (Tuesday).  Boyle 
goes  to  Fort  Monroe  and  I  to  Cape  Charles.  In  event  of  interruption, 
we  must  rely  principally  on  Fort  Monroe.  I  will  make  a  suggestion 
to-night  to  you  in  cipher. 

W.  H.  HEISS. 

*  Much  the  same  as  rtport  of  March  8,  p.  796. 
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PoTOMAO  Flotilla,  March  17, 1862 — 4  p.  m. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib:  I  have  just  obtained  the  foUowing  information,  and  forward  it 
immediately  to  you : 

The  St  Nicholas  and  Virginia  are  not  armed.  They  are  running 
from  Fredericksburg  to  Lowry  Point,  about  45  miles  from  Fredericks- 
burg, and  a  short  distance  from  Tappahannock.  Edward  Taylor  and 
all  the  neighbors  are  hauling  timber  from  Lamb's  Greek  roads  to  Arnold's 
Wharf  and  Farley ville.  There  is  nothing  done  yet  about  the  gunboats 
except  getting  the  timber,  but  they  are  working  hard.  A  few  hundred 
troops  might  land  at  Taylor's,  opposite  Maryland  Point,  and  march  over 
to  a  place  called  Hop  Yard  Wharf  (a  distance  of  7  miles),  where  the 
steamer  Neales  stops  to  laud  passengers,  and  surprise  her,  taking  her 
past  the  batteries  under  her  own  colors.  So  says  my  spy,  but  I  am 
somewhat  doubtful  of  the  result  of  such  an  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  R.  SPENCER, 
Commanding  Potomac  Flotilla. 


Headquabtebs,  Wheeling^  Va.y  March  17, 1862. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

General  McGlellan  promised  me  to  send  3,000  or  4,000  rifled  arms,  to 
nse  in  making  changes,  getting  regiments  ready  for  service.  They  have 
not  yet  arriv^.  Every  day  is  precious.  Please  order  them  by  install- 
ments. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 
Brtgadier-Oeneraly  Commanding, 


Wheeling,  March  17, 1862—11  p.  m. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War : 

If  you  approve  my  plans  for  the  movement  up  the  valley  of  Soutb 
Branch  over  Cheat,  &c.,  please  telegraph  me,  and  order  the  forces  with- 
out delay.*    The  iron  is  getting  hot. 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Headquabtebs,  Baltimobe,  Maxch  17, 1862. 
To  the  Police  Commissioners  City  of  Baltimore : 

Gentlemen  :  In  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  I 
give  notice  that  the  police  force  established  under  its  authority  will  be 
placed  under  your  control  on  the  20th  instant. 

In  making  this  communication  to  you,  I  respectfully  request  the  reten- 
tion of  Mr.  McPhail,  whose  great  executive  ability  has  been  of  incalcula- 
ble service  to  the  Government.  There  is  still,  as  you  are  well  aware,  a 
sappressed  feeling  of  disloyalty  in  a  portion  of  the  population  of  this  city, 
and  I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Government  that  Mr. 
McPhail  should  be  retained,  on  account  of  liis  familiar  acquaintance 
with  the  transactions  of  the  last  eight  months  and  the  public  necessi- 

*  See  Eosecrans  to  ThomaB,  March  12,  p.  744. 
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ties  wbich  have  grown  out  of  those  transactions,  and  which  still  con- 
tinue to  exist. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  Tery  respectfally,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

joh:^  a.  DIX, 


co^B'si^sRA.Ts:  coRR'ssPOMi^iciq'cs:,  xrrc. 

Gahp  Bbb,  Alleghany  County,  August  1, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Jeffebson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Dbab  Sib  :  I  arrived  here  to-day,  and  determined  to  send  Colonel 
Heth  at  once  to  Bichmond,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  yon  fall  informa- 
tion aboat  the  condition  of  this  country,  and  get  your  orders  as  to  the 
line  of  action  to  be  pursued. 

General  Wise  has  retreated  and  burned  the  bridge  over  Oanley,  leav- 
ing tlie  enemy  in  undisturbed  i>ossession  of  Kanawha  Valley  up  to  the 
Great  Falls.  His  retreat  lays  open  completely  the  southwestern  part 
of  this  State.  The  road  by  which  I  intended  to  reach  Kanawha^ 
through  Mercer,  Ealeigh,  and  Fayette,  is  now  entirely  at  the  command 
of  the  enemy.  This  is  a  state  of  things  well  understood  by  the  whole 
country,  and  produces  a  great  alarm.  It  emboldens  the  tories  and  dis- 
spirits  our  pec^le.  If  you  think  these  forces  now  in  Kanawha  should 
be  driven  out  at  once  without  reference  to  the  operations  about  Mon- 
terey, I  think  with  a  union  of  my  people  and  General  Wise's  force  it 
might  be  speedily  done.  K  this  force  should  prove  insufficient,  I  am 
sure  10,000  men  could  be  quickly  raised  for  the  campaign  at  no  more 
cost  to  the  Government  than  their  food  and  transportation.  In  such 
an  event  the  Yankees  could  be  immediately  driven  out,  and  a  foray  of 
80  or  100  miles  into  Ohio  could  be  successfully  made. 

I  advance  these  views  with  hesitation,  but  the  facts  upon  which  they 
rest  you  may  not  possibly  be  in  possession  of,  and  I  venture  them  for 
what  they  are  worth.  I  am  just  from  Wythe,  through  the  country 
where  the  men  would  in  part  be  raised,  and  I  never  witnessed  a  better 
spirit  than  seems  to  be  almost  universal.  Whilst  for  any  long  service 
there  is  a  little  hesitation,  there  is  none  whatever  for  a  campaign.  If  a 
force  strong  enough  to  drive  out  the  Yankees  was  sent  promptly  to  effect 
it,  their  march  could  be  then  directed  towards  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at 
Beverly,  which  I  think  would  be  better  than  to  concentrate  all  forces  in 
his  front,  leaving  our  rear  to  be  threatened  from  Gauley  or  the  Yirginia 
and  Tennessee  Railroad,  to  be  exposed  to  the  damage  of  an  attack. 

Colonel  Heth  will  get  the  arms  yon  were  kind  and  thoughtful  enough 
to  onler  me  from  Manassas,  and  for  which  I  most  cordially  thank  yon. 
We  will  have  stirring  work  in  the  west  before  a  great  while,  I  think. 

With  the  highest  regard  and  esteem,  I  am,  very  truly,  your  friend, 

JOHK  B.  FLOYD. 


Bichmond,  Ya.,  August  1, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Mt  Dear  General  :  Inclosed  yon  will  find  a  letter*  which  will,  I  sup- 
pose, only  assure  you  of  that  which  was  anticipated,  as,  except  among 
sharpshooters,  it  is  the  rule.    The  troops  generally  need  more  of  instmc- 

*  Not  fonnd. 
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tion  than  in  the  &ce  of  an  enemy  it  may  be  practicable  to  give.  To 
insnie  something,  it  was  sought  to  pat  at  least  one  instracted  officer  in 
each  regiment  organized  here.  If  a  migor,  well ;  if  a  lientenant-colonel, 
better;  if  a  colonel,  best;  and  in  this  connection  I  suggest  to  yon  that 
the  iostmcted  officer,  as  far  as  possible,  be  not  detached  from  regi- 
mental headquarters,  and  be  employed  in  instructing  especially  the  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  officers  in  tactics  and  field  duties. 

A  few  days  since  I  received  a  telegram  from  General  Beauregard, 
stating  that  some  of  the  regiments  were  without  food.  An  addendum 
was  appended  by  Colonel  Lee,  commissary,  that  the  deficiency  was  of 
hard  bread  and  bacon,  and  that  he  was  offered  abundance  of  beef  and 
flonr  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  surrounding  country.  I  returned  the 
telegram  to  General  Beauregard,  and  called  his  attention  to  the  incon- 
sistency. If,  under  such  circumstances,  the  troops  have  suffered  for 
food,  the  neglect  of  the  subsistence  department  demands  investigation 
and  the  proper  correction,  not  only  to  remedy  the  evil,  but  to  afford  an 
example  which  will  deter  others  from  thus  offending. 

We  are  anxiously  looking  for  the  official  rex>orts  of  the  battle  of 
Manassas,  and  have  present  need  to  know  what  supplies  and  wagons 
were  captured.  I  wish  you  would  have  prepared  a  statement  of  your 
wants  in  transportation  and  supplies  of  all  lands,  to  put  your  army  on 
a  proper  footing  for  active  operations. 

General  Lee  has  gone  to  Western  Virginia,  and  I  hope  may  be  able 
to  strike  a  decisive  blow  at  the  enemy  in  that  quarter ;  or,  tkiling  in 
that,  will  be  able  to  organize  and  post  our  troops  so  as  to  check  the 
enemy,  after  which  he  will  return  to  this  place. 

The  movement  of  Banks  will  require  your  attention.  It  may  be  a 
ruse,  but,  if  a  real  movement,  when  your  army  has  the  requisite  strength 
and  mobility,  you  will  probably  find  an  opportunity,  by  a  rapid  move- 
ment through  the  passes,  to  strike  him  in  rear  or  flank,  and  thus  add 
another  to  your  many  claims  ui)on  your  country's  gratitude. 

General  Holmes  will  establish  a  battery  above  his  present  position, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Chopawamsic,  where  it  is  reported  the  channel 
can  be  commanded  so  as  to  cut  off  that  line  of  the  enemy's  communica- 
tion with  their  arsenals  and  main  depots  of  troops.  This  measure  will, 
no  doubt,  lead  to  an  attack,  and  hence  the  preference  for  a  position  be- 
tween his  column  and  yours,  rather  than  one  lower  down  the  river,  as 
that  of  Mathias  Point. 

^Nothing  important  from  James  and  York  Bivers.  The  movements  at 
and  near  Fort  Monroe  were  probably  only  due  to  the  discharge  of  the 
three  months'  men  of  the  enemy. 

We  must  be  prompt  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  weakness  resulting  from 
the  exchange  of  the  new  and  less  reliable  forces  of  the  enemy  for  those 
heretofore  in  service,  as  well  as  of  the  moral  effect  produced  by  their 
late  defeat.    Let  me  hear  irom  you  as  your  convenience  will  permit.* 

JEFFBESON  DAVIS. 


BiCHMOin),  August  1, 1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beaubegabd,  Manassaa : 

Your  telegram  received  and  submitted  to  the  President,  who  instructs 
me  to  say  that  information  from  other  sources  renders  Banks'  movement 
so  doubtful  as  to  require  further  information.  He  desires  you  will  seek 
to  obtain  full  and  exact  knowledge. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 

*  Borne  penooAl  details  omitted. 
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Manassas,  Augu$t  2, 1861. 
Colonel  S.  Goopeb,  Adjutant-Oeneral: 

One  thousand  of  Banks'  forces  sent  eastward  July  30,  by  cars. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Cfeneraly  €.  8,  Army. 

Richmond,  Ya.,  August  3, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding  Farcesy  Manassas : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  letter  of 
Angast  1,  and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that  prompt  steps  have  been 
taken  to  procure  wagons  and  teams  and  artillery  horses  for  your  com- 
mand. 

It  is  expected  wagons  and  teams  in  quantity  to  answer  your  purposes 
will  reach  Manassas  on  Monday,  5th  instant.    You  will  oblige  me  greatly 
if  you  will  say  what  number  of  artillery  horses  will  be  required. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  0.  MYERS, 
Acting  Quartermaster-General 


Headquarters, 
SuntersvillCj  Va,y  August  3, 1861. 
General  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Commanding  Kanawha  Army^  Lewisburg^  Fa. : 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  to  Gen- 
eral Loring.  The  object  of  yonr  returning  from  the  Kanawha  Valley 
towards  Covington  and  uniting  with  General  Floyd  was  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Virginia  Central  Railroad,  which,  after  the  disaster  that  be- 
fell the  Northwestern  Army,  was  threatened  through  this  place  and 
Monterey.  The  enemy  are  now  held  in  check  from  the  two  last-named 
points,  and  if  they  can  be  prevented  from  reaching  Lewisburg  they  will 
be  cut  off  from  Covington  and  Newbem,  on  the  Central  and  Southwest- 
ern  Railroads.  Are  there  any  strong  positions  in  front  of  Lewisbnrg 
that  you  can  hold,  re-enforced  by  General  Floyd  and  the  people  of  the 
country,  that  would  accomplish  this  object,  and  can  yon  get  correct  in- 
formation of  the  force,  movements,  and  apparent  object  of  the  enemy  f 
It  is  necessary  to  stop  his  advance  on  both  roads,  if  possible,  and  his 
progress  east  of  the  mountains.  You  must  take  care  of  the  safety  of 
your  column,  and  if  that  does  not  require  a  further  retrograde  move- 
ment, you  are  desired  to  halt  at  Levrisburg  till  further  notice.  If  obliged 
to  retire,  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Send  back  to  General  Floyd 
to  support  you.  Inform  General  Loring  of  the  x>ositions  yon  will  take, 
and  be  prepared  by  a  concentration  of  forces  to  strike  a  blow  at  the 
enemy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £•  Ij£)S| 
Generalj  Commanding, 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va., 

August  4, 1861. 
General  R.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  &€. : 

General:  I  received  yours  of  the  3d  this  evening  at  this  place, 
where  I  have  come  to  encamp,  with  infantry  and  artillery,  leaving  500 
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cavalry,  under  Colonel  Davis,  to  be  backed  by  the  militia  of  Monroe 
and  Greenbrier,  guarding  the  passes  from  Fayetteville,  Gaoiey,  and 
Snmmersville. 

I  was  very  reliably  informed  last  evening  that  the  enemy  in  the  valley 
liad  no  orders  to  proceed  farther  than  Ganley  as  yet.  He  will  scont  in 
strong  force  to  Fayetteville  and  Summersville.  I  have  ordered  axmen 
to  block  his  way  at  Banger's  Ferry  and  on  the  Big  and  Little  Sewell 
Monntains.  As  soon  as  I  refresh  and  refit  my  men  here  I  will  retnm 
in  force  to  the  Meadow  Bloff,  and  go  on  westward  as  far  as  oar  forage 
and  supplies  can  be  had.  The  first  30  miles  this  side  of  Gaaley  is  very 
X>oor,  and  destitute  of  both.  I  am  fully  informal  of  all  the  passes  and 
roads.  General  Loring  will  have  to  look  out  on  the  road  irom  Sum- 
mersville by  the  Birch  Mountain. 

To  defend  the  Central  Railroad  was  not  the  main  object  of  my  leaving 
Kanawha  Valley.  Had  I  remained  there,  I  should  have  been  shut  in, 
cut  olT,  or  driven  down  through  Berkeley  and  Princeton  to  Wytheville. 
The  valley  was  conquered  by  the  enemy  already  when  I  got  there 
from  Charleston  to  Point  Pleasant.  The  treasonable  population  them- 
selves are  worse  than  the  invaders.  It  was  rotten  with  infection  in  it 
and  all  arounii  it  so  as  awfully  to  expose  a  minor  force.  In  the  second 
place,  if  Lewisburg,  or  the  Warm  Springs,  or  Covington  was  reached 
by  the  enemy,  we  were  isolated  and  cut  off  from  supplies,  ammunition, 
and  re-enforcements.  In  the  third  place,  I  would  have  been  jammed  at 
Gauley  or  driven  to  the  southwest,  where  forces  are  not  for  the  present 
needed,  when  if  I  fell  back  I  could  be  re-entbrced  or  re-enforce.  In  the 
fourth  place,  most  of  my  men  from  the  east  and  most  of  the  western  men 
are  from  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  Alleghany,  Eockingham,  &c.,  who  desire 
to  defend  their  own  homes.  These  considerations  governed  General 
Cooi>er,  I  presume,  as  well  as  myself,  in  ordering  to  fall  back  to  Coving- 
ton. It  was  well  1  did  so  as  early  as  I  did,  for  McClellan's  forces  are 
aagmenting  largely  every  day  at  both  Gauley  and  Weston,  and  they  are 
spurring  eastward,  converging  at  SummersvUle,  where  now  they  have 
lar^e  advance  parties.  Their  force  at  Charleston  is  at  present  1,000  and 
at  Gauley  3,500,  with  re-enforcements  coming  up  the  river  from  Gallipolis 
every  day.  Positions  at  Lewisburg  or  Covington  will  not  cut  them  off 
from  Newborn.  If  General  Floyd  moves  up  this  way,  he  ought  at  present 
to  tend  towards  Fayetteville,  whence  he  may  unite  with  me  at  any  time 
on  the  Gauley  turnpike  or  Old  Biver  road,  if  the  enemy  moves  towards 
Summersville. 

But  to  answer  your  questions.  There  are  several  very  strong  posi- 
tions in  front  of  Lewisburg,  which  I  can  hold  against  5,000,  without 
re-enforcements  from  Greneral  Floyd;  certainly  with  them,  and  especially 
by  his  moving  towards  Fayetteville.  The  people  of  the  county  next  to 
Gauley  are  against  us,  and  are  fully  demoralized.  I  have  got  pretty 
correct  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Beauregard's 
victory  and  my  escape  and  McClellan's  call  to  Washington  have  stag- 
gered them  to  a  stand-still.  But  I  am  sure  their  next  move  will  be, 
after  strong  re-enforcements,  from  Weston  and  Gauley,  to  converge  on 
the  Summersville  road,  to  re-enforce  Huttonsville  very  powerfully.  He 
may  try,  I  repeat,  to  fall  on  General  Loring's  rear,  and  if  he  does.  Gen- 
eral Floyd  and  I  may  fall  on  him.  I  can  reach  the  Huntersville  ix)ad 
from  here  or  via  Lewisburg.  To  be  sure  of  the  safety  of  my  column,  I 
must  be  allowed  to  remain  here  a  week  or  ten  days  to  organize,  to  refit, 
and  refresh  my  very  worn  men,  and  to  procure  for  them  blankets,  shoes, 
tents,  and  cloUiing,  and  to  get  arms  fit  for  service.    I  implore  you,  sir, 

49  B  B— VOL  V 
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to  order  1,000  stand  of  good  percusBion  smooth-bore  muskets  for  my 
command.  We  have  marched  and  counter-marched,  and  scouted  and 
fought  to  some  eflfect,  too,  and  our  old  arms  are  found  worn-out  already 
in  the  servio^.  At  least  500  of  the  State  troops  have  deserted  since  I 
left  Charleston,  and  they  have  carried  off  many  good  arms.  My  cav- 
alry, in  strong  force,  are  in  good  pastures,  scouting  the  enemy  to  their 
teeth.  Will  advise  of  every  movement  in  time  for  me  to  advance  in 
front  of  Lewisburg.  I  am  anxious  to  meet  them  somewhere  in  I^icholas, 
on  ground  which  I  have  had  well  mapped  out  by  Hutton,  an  able  topo- 
grapher. I  will  retire  no  forther;  advance  as  soon  as  1  refit.  Will 
effectually  retard  and  check  the  enemy,  and  call  on  General  Floyd  when 
I  cannot  do  so,  and  General  Loring  shall  be  kept  vigilantly  advised. 
A  concentration  of  forces  soon  will  be  needed. 
With  the  highest  respect, 

HBNEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeieraU 


BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  Augmt  5, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Manaasasy  Va.: 

Troops  have  been  detained  here  in  order  that  supplies  might  be  sent 
by  ralL  When  you  are  sufficiently  supplied  with  subsistence  stores 
troops  will  be  sent  forward  on  notice  from  you. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  €^enerdL 


Special  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  239.  (  Huntersvittey  W.  Fa.,  Atf^uet  6, 1861. 

I.  Brig.  QeQ,  S.  R  Anderson,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Adja« 
taut  and  Inspector  Gkineral  of  the  0.  S.  Army,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  First,  Seventh,  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Regiments,  with 
the  Army  of  the  In  orthwest,  under  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring.^ 

•  •••••• 

B.  £.  LEE, 
Chneralj  Commanding. 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  Ya.,  Auguet  5, 1861. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  do. : 

General  :  Mr.  Hutton,  my  chief  engineer  and  explorer,  is  so  accu- 
rate and  reliable,  that  I  fail  not  to  send  you  the  inclosed,  just  received 
from  him.*  He  is  getting  observations  on  every  point  between  this 
and  Covington.  Lest  you  may  want  precise  maps  of  Stroud^s  Glades, 
formerly  Stroud's  Knob,  and  to  show  what  beautifiil  flying  sketches 
Mr.  Hutton  is  doing  for  me,  I  send  yon  a  report  and  map  of  the  very 
locality  to  which  the  enemy  is  reported  by  his  informant  to  have  ad- 
vanced. You  can  reach  the  cattle  he  speaks  of  nearest  from  Hunters- 
ville  by  sending  runners  and  drivers  through  the  mountain  paths  to 
head  of  Cranberry  Creek  and  down  that  creek  to  Ganley,  and  thence 
to  Beaver  Creek.  I  will  order  my  cavalry  to  scout  the  enemy  close  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Hommony  up  to  Beaver  Creek,  and  assist  in  driving 

*  Not  found. 
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off  the  horses,  oatttoi  and  all  stock.    They  are  encamped  at  Meadow 
Bloff  in  fiill  force.^ 

It  wUl  take  me  ten  days,  at  least,  to  lefit  here.  We  have  many  sick 
and  forlonghed,  and  many  naked  of  everything.  Many  State  troops  de- 
serting, and  a  bevy  of  Kanawha  officers  resigning.  I  am  glad  to  get 
dear  of  the  latter. 

Very  respectftilly,  yonrs, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Briaadter-Omeral. 


Whttb  Sulphub  SpbinoSi  Ya.,  Auguit  5, 186L 

Gtoneral  R  E;  Leb,  Commandinffj  dkc : 

Obiveb  AL :  The  copy  of  yonr  letter  to  GoL  A.  Beckley  was  handed 
me  this  morning,  and  thongh  I  wrote  you  ftdly  last  night  by  express. 
I  hasten  to  say  that  the  milida,  under  Beckley  (that  of  Fayette  ana 
Baleigh),  is  awftdly  demoralized.  Gapt  Thomas  L.  Brown  has  jnst  ar- 
rived from  Boone,  with  105  ont  of  175  new  volunteers  (70  deserting), 
and  he  met  hundreds  of  deserters  from  the  State  forces  in  my  camp ; 
attempted  to  arrest  some  20,  and  had  to  desist  from  the  state  of  popular 
feeling.  The  people  demand  that  the  Yankees  shall  not  be  fired  upon, 
lest  it  exasperate  them.  Such  is  one  of  a  thousand  specimens  of  the 
disloyalty  in  which  I  have  beeii  operating.  I  have  advised  General 
Ghapman  to  call  out  his  regiments,  make  no  «i  masse  call,  but  select  only 
true  and  loyal  men,  however  few,  arm  tliem,  and  supply  them  with  am- 
munition— say  750  men,  ten  rounds,  and  supply  them  with  pickaxes, 
log  wood  axes,  and  shovels^  to  obstruct  roads,  passes,  and  ferries,  ana 
to  make  breastworks.  I  will  return  to  Meadow  Bluff  as  early  as  I  can 
refit,  and  send  ahead  of  me  Gaptain  Button,  with  a  company,  to  select 
positions,  construct  works,  and  cause  obstructions.  Four-fifths  of  the 
militia,  «i  masse,  cannot  be  relied  on,  and  if  they  could  be,  cannot  be 
armed  and  supplied  with  ammunition.  We  want  good  arms  and  pow- 
der, and  can,  when  we  get  them,  arm  the  militia  wi&  those  we  now  have. 
I  therefore  again  urge,  supply  me,  sir,  I  pray  you,  with  1,000  good  per- 
cussion muskets. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  QeneraL 

Headqitabtebs, 
HuntersviUej  Fa.,  August  5, 1861. 
General  Henby  A.  WiSB, 

Commanding  Wis<^s  Brigade^  White  Sulphur  Springs j  Va, : 

Genbbal  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  am  glad  to  learn  the  precautions  you  have  taken  to  check 
the  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  hope  they  may  be  successful,  and  that  as 
soon  as  possible ^ou  will  advance  west  of  Lewisburg  to  Meadow  Bluff, 
or  such  other  point  as  you  may  deem  best,  to  oppose  his  eastward  prog- 
ress. As  fiEu*  as  I  am  advised,  General  Floyd  is  at  the  Sweet  Springs, 
unless  he  is  on  his  march  to  yonr  snpx>ort  at  Lewisburg.  If  his  com- 
mand was  at  Wytheville,  a  movement  in  sufficient  force,  as  you  propose, 
to  Fayette  Gourt-House,  would  materially  lighten  the  pressure  of  the 
enemy  on  your  front.  But  you  will  perceive  he  is  not  in  x>osition  for 
such  a  move,  and  I  hope  will  join  or  precede  you  to  Lewisburg. 

*  Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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From  the  informatioii  I  get,  perhaps  not  as  reliable  as  that  yon  re- 
ceive, the  nnmber  of  the  enemy  at  Summersville  is  about  half  iht\t  yoa 
give.  I  can  only  learn  of  five  regiments,  about  4,500  men,  having  left 
Huttonsville  for  Summersville,  to  be  increased  by  about  the  same  num- 
ber from  other  points.  The  advance  on  this  line  to  Middle  Mountain, 
Valley  Mountain,  and  Cheat  Bange  may  bring  them  back  to  securely 
guard  the  railroads  to  the  Ohio.  In  that  event  it  will  relieve  your  fronts 
and  may  permit  your  advance  to  the  Gauley,  if  desiraj[>le. 

I  much  regret  to  hear  that  your  arms  are  so  poor.  There  are  no  per- 
cussion muskets  for  issue  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  unless  some  have 
been  altered  since  my  departure  from  Bichmond.  The  only  available 
guns  that  I  am  aware  of  are  the  flint-lock  muskets.  I  am  veiy  sorry  to 
Sear  that  you  have  lost  so  many  good  arms  by  the  desertion  of  the 
State  troops.  They  will  probably  rejoin  you  on  your  advance.  General 
Loring  will  expect  to  be  kept  advised  of  any  movement  against  his  rear 
by  your  vigilant  and  energetic  scouts. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Xi.  Ij££, 
Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  Floyd's  Brigade, 
Camp  Bee^  near  Sweet  SpringSj  Va.^,  August  5, 1861. 

The  Forty-fifth  and  Fiftieth  [Va.]  Begiments,  Floyd's  brigade,  under 
command  of  Cols.  Henry  Heth  and  A.  W.  Beynolds,  respectively,  will 
move  from  Gamp  Bee  to-morrow  at  5  a.  m.,  and  take  up  the  line  of  march 
in  the  direction  of  Lewisburg.  The  quartermaster  of  each  command  will 
furnish  the  same  with  all  the  transportation  at  hand.  The  commissary 
will  furnish  the  same  with  such  rations  as  he  has.  Ko  unnecessary 
baggage  will  be  allowed. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Floyd,  0.  S.  A.: 

H.  HETH, 

CoUmeL 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  Genebal's  Office, 

EichTnondj  Fa.,  August  6, 18G1. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  ofPotom(tCj  Manassas^  Va. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  dOth  ultimo,  suggesting  that  the  troops 
instructed  to  re  enforce  the  army  under  your  command  be  placed  by 
brigades  in  camps  of  instruction  located  in  healthy  neighborhoods,  has 
been  submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am  instructed  to  suggest  that 
you  cause  to  be  selected  some  position  possessing  the  required  advsui- 
tages  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  Eiver,  or  in  advance, 
near  the  Manassas  road,  in  the  direction  of  the  Bull  Eun  Mountain. 
Having  regard  to  the  position  occupied  by  your  forceps,  the  President  is 
of  opinion  that  the  direction  above  indicated  would  afford  the  best  loca- 
tion for  the  camps  referred  to. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General* 
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Abjutant  and  Inspectob  General's  Office, 

Eidimondj  Va.j  August  6, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  Manassas  Junctianj  Va.: 

General  :  G^eral  Beaaregard  inras  authorized  under  an  emergency 
to  retain  at  Manassas  the  Eleventh  North  Carolina  Begiment-,  then  en 
route  for  your  command  at  Winchester,  bat  this  retention  was  not  in- 
tended to  be  permanent,  and  it  rests  with  yoorself,  as  commander  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  to  make  such  disposition  of  the  regiment  as  in 
your  judgment  the  interests  of  the  service  require. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OenerdL 


Headquarters  Wise's  Brigade, 
White  Sulphur  SpringSy  Fa.,  August  6, 1861. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  &c. : 

General:  Having  an  opportunity,  by  a  messenger  of  General  Lor- 
ing's  camp,  I  report  to  you  that  General  Floyd  is  within  2  miles  of  me, 
encamped.  He  will  see  me  here  this  evening.  I  have  not  seen  him  as 
yet  He  is  reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Tompkins  as  well  equipped.  I 
am  not — tBut  fiK>m  it  All  I  had  is  worn  out,  and  we  need  almost  every- 
thing, especially  tents,  clothing,  shoes,  and  means  of  transportation. 
To  obtain  these,  I  have  sent  to  Staunton,  and  it  will  take  at  least  two 
weeks  from  this  time  for  me  to  be  anything  like  prepared  for  marching. 
I  informed  you  last  evening  of  reported  positions  of  the  enemy.  My 
calvary  will  scout  him  from  Hommony  to  Cherry  Tree  Biver.  I  ven- 
ture to  suggest  that  General  Loring's  scouts  might  meet  mine  at  Beaver 
or  Cherry  Tree.  If  General  Floyd  can  be  ordered  to  guard  New  Biver 
and  turnpike  between  Gauley  and  Lewisburg,  I  can  t£x>w  my  forces  in 
between  Huntersville  and  Gauley. 

BespectfuUy,  HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va., 

August  7, 1861—7  a.  m. 
General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  &o. : 

General:  I  saw  General  Floyd  yesterday  evening.  He  asked 
whether  I  had  orders  from  you.  I  replied  none  specific.  He  then  noti- 
fied me  that  he  would  move  this  morning  to  Lewisburg,  and  that  it  was 
bis  intent  to  proceed  immediately  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Gauley,  but 
gave  me  no  orders.  I  dissented  from  the  policy  of  this  attack,  suggest- 
ing the  better  course  of  allowing  me  to  retit  my  command  with  clothing 
and  to  obtain  wagons.  I  will  require  ten  days  or  two  weeks  to  do  so, 
and  I  ask  from  you  special  orders,  separating  the  command  of  General 
Floyd  from  mine.  Please  assign  to  each  one  respective  fields  of  oper- 
ation. I  think  it  would  be  best  to  assign  him  to  the  guard  of  the 
Fayetteville  and  Beckley  roads,  and  my  command  to  the  guard  of  the 
Lewisburg  turnpike  and  the  roads  leading  from  Summersville  to  Hut- 
tonsville  or  Lewisburg. 

BespectfuUy,  HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 
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HeadquabtebSi  Yallby  Moxtntain,  YA.y 

August  Sj  1861. 
General  Henby  A.  Wise, 

Oamnumding  Wis^a  Legion^  White  Sulphur  SpringSj  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  letters  of  the  Cth  and  7th  inst&nt, 
and  am  glad  to  learn  that  Greneral  Floyd  is  moving  on  to  Lewisbnrg.  In 
regard  to  the  request  to  separate  the  commands  of  General  Floyd  and 
yourself^  and  to  assign  to  each  respective  fields  of  action,  it  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  contrary  to  the  purpose  of  the  President,  andodestroy  the 
prospect  of  the  success  of  the  campaign  in  Kanawha  District.  Our  ene- 
my is  so  strong  at  all  points  that  we  can  only  hope  to  give  him  an  effect- 
ive blow  by  a  concentration  of  our  forces,  and,  tiiat  this  may  be  done 
surely  and  rapidly,  their  movements  and  actions  must  be  controlled  by 
one  head.  I  hope,  therefore^  that,  as  soon  as  your  command  can  move 
forward,  in  the  preparation  for  wmch  I  feel  assured  no  time  will  be  lost, 
you  will  Join  General  Floyd,  and  take  that  piurt  in  the  campaign  which 
may  be  assigned  your  brigade. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oenercdj  Commanding. 


TSo.  2.*]  Headquarters,  Gamp  Arbucklb, 

year  Lewisburgy  Fa.,  August  8, 18dl. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  : 

Sir  :  I  desire  to  make  a  movement  towards  the  valley  of  the  Kana- 
wha as  speedily  as  practicable.  To  this  end  I  desire  to  know  as  soon  as 
I)ossible  the  exact  force  upon  which  to  rely.  Will  you  have  the  good- 
ness to  inform  me  the  number  of  men  you  can  furnish,  the  different 
arms  and  ammunition  fit  for  use,  the  amount  of  transportation  you  can 
rely  upon  for  the  movement,  and  the  supplies  you  will  be  able  to  fur- 
nish t  An  answer  in  detail  to  these  inquiries  will  much  oblige,  yours, 
very  respectfully, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Commanding. 


White  Sulphttr  Springs,  Ya., 

August  8, 1861—6  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd: 

Sir  :  I  reply  immediately  to  yours  of  to-day,  by  saying  that  I  am  now 
endeavoring  to  complete  the  returns  of  the  exact  force  of  my  command. 
These  returns  have  been  hindered  and  delayed  by  various  causes,  then 
beyond  control.  My  command  has,  Arom  the  first,  been  composed  of 
mixed  troops — State  troops  and  those  of  the  Provisional  Confederate 
Army.  Neither  have  been  organized,  and  both  have  been  without  com- 
missioned officers;  they  have  been  necessarily  intermingled  in  active 
service;  have  been  necessarily  distributed  at  four  different  posts^  in  parts 
far  distant  from  each  other,  and  have  been  doing  hard  marchmg  serv- 
ice, keeping  guard,  scouting,  and  fighting  the  enemy,  and  lately  falling 

*  The  namberiDff  of  this  and  following  dispatches  between  Floyd  and  Wise  is 
taken  from  Genertu  Wise's  letter-book. 
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back  from  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha,  under  orders  from  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  General  S.  Cooper,  and  from  General  Bobert  E.  Lee,  command- 
ing forces  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  This  has  prevented  the  assembling 
even  of  my  command  np  to  this  time.  Now,  while  organizing  my  ar- 
tillery and  infantry  corps,  the  cavalry  of  my  command  are  on  active 
duty  in  checking  the  enemy  and  observing  their  movements  on  the  New 
Biver  and  on  the  Ganley.  Another  cause  (obstructing  returns)  is  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  State  volunteers  considered  that  they  had 
engaged  to  serve  the  time  of  their  enlistment  in  the  valley  of  the  Kana- 
wha alone  and  on  the  march  from  that  valley,  under  orders  to  defend 
the  Central  Bailroad,  many  of  them  have  deserted,  and  severed  leading 
officers  of  their  command  have  resigned  their  commissions,  after  having 
given  furloughs  to  some  of  their  men,  who  are  now  daily  returning  from 
their  homes  to  duty.  How  many  will  return  cannot  be  ascertained  tbr 
several  days.  Connected  with  the  march  from  the  valley  thus  embar- 
rassed, several  serious  cases  of  arrest  have  occurred,  and  courts-martial 
are  now  sitting  and  ordered  for  their  triaL  More  than  all,  the  state  and 
condition  of  my  troops  here  caused  the  difficulty  and  delay  of  organiza- 
tion, and  will  cause  tiie  delay  of  my  movement  for  some  reasonable  time, 
for  refitting,  recruiting^  and  procuring  sufficient  arms.  My  men  have  not 
been  suppSed  at  any  time  with  half  sufficient  clothing,  camp  equipage, 
arms,  or  ammunition,  and  many  of  them  not  at  all  with  their  tents. 
Many  of  them  are  now  destitute  of  blankets,  shoes,  tents,  and  clothing, 
knapsacks,  cartridge  and  cap  boxes,  mess- pans,  and  camp-kettles,  and 
have  not  half  enough  of  wagons  for  transportation.  My  sick  list  in  hos- 
pital is  upward  of  300^  and  we  need  medical  stores  of  every  kind.  I 
have  made  large  requisitions  on  the  Department,  and  have  sent  special 
agents  to  Bichmond  to  procure  these  and  all  other  necessaries. 

This  will  require,  for  indispensable  supplies,  at  least  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  to  come.  By  to-morrow  I  hope  to  have  consolidated  reports,  as 
exact  as  possible,  of  my  whole  force  here.  They  will  show  the  numoer 
of  men ;  the  different  arms  to  which  they  are  attached ;  the  few  arms  fit 
for  use;  the  amount  of  ammunition,  and  the  want  of  transportation  and 
supplies.  I  should  mention  that  at  no  time  as  yet  have  I  been  furnished 
with  a  separate  commissary  and  quartermaster.  One  officer  has  had  to 
perform  the  duties  of  both  departments,  and  the  person  nominated  for 
quartermaster  is  now  gone  to  Uichmond  to  give  bonds  and  obtain  neces- 
sary orders,  devolving  the  duties  of  both  officers  still  on  my  commissary 
alone. 

You  shall  have,  as  you  request,  a  detailed  answer  to  your  inquiries 
very  soon  as  to  the  artillery  and  infantry  of  my  Legion,  and  somewhat 
later  a  detail  of  my  cavalry  and  of  the  State  volunteers  under  my  com- 
mand. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  I  be  allowed  ample  time  for  the  best  prep- 
aration I  can  make,  uuder  general  orders,  which  I  have  received  from 
General  E.  £.  Lee,  commanding,  &c.,  and  then  I  will  cheerfully  co- 
operate with  you,  sir,  in  checking  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
short  interview  I  had  with  you  the  other  evening,  I  informed  you  I  had 
no  special  orders  from  General  Bobert  E.  Lee,  but  the  next  morning 
(yesterday)  started  to  exhibit  to  you  my  general  orders,  received  from 
General  Bobert  E.  Lee  since  I  left  Lewisburg.  They  are  to  check  the 
enemy  on  both  roads  to  Covington  and  Newbem,  and  prevent,  if  possi- 
ble, his  progress  east  of  the  mountains,  and  to  halt  at  Lewisburg  till 
farther  notice.  If  obliged  to  retire,  to  retard  the  advance  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  send  back  to  General  Floyd  to  support  me;  to  inform  General 
Loring  of  the  positions  I  will  take,  and  be  prepared,  by  a  concentration 
offerees,  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  enemy. 
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These  orders  (dated  the  3d  instant)  I  have  been  and  am  obeying, 
and  have  advised  Greueral  Lee  and  Ghsueral  Loring  that  I  propose  to 
advance  on  the  Gauley  by  the  Cherry  Tree  Bottom  road. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Biigadier-  OeneraL 

IT.  B.— I  onght  to  add  that  new  companies  are  coming  in  every  day, 
and  some  of  them  require  everything  to  be  provided  for  a  campaign. 


No.  3.]  Oamp  Abbuokle,  near  LewUburgj  Va.y  August  9, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  : 

Dear  Sib  :  I  write  this  note  to  ask  the  favor  of  yon  to  send  me,  if 
you  have  them,  sabers  and  pistols,  such  as  you  may  have  to  spare^  for 
300  mounted  men.  I  will  return  them  to  you  punctually  in  a  short  time, 
and  see  that  they  are  kept  in  good  order.  If  you  could  spare  me  a  com- 
pany and  two  G-pounders  for  a  week's  service  you  would  greatly  ohlige 
me.  The  horses  should  be  good  and  the  pieces  provided  with  foriy 
rounds  of  ammunition. 

With  high  regard,  I  am,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Comtnanding. 

N.  B. — it  is  important  to  have  the  arms  and  company  here  to-night, 
if  possible. 


White  Sulphub  Springs,  Va.,  A  ^igmt  9, 18CI— 5  p.  m. 

Brig.  Oen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  die, : 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  note  is  just  at  hand.  The  only  sabers  furnished  to 
my  command  were  260,  without  scabbards,  and  all  that  were  scabbarded 
have  been  distributed,  and  3  or  4  of  my  troops  are  now  waiting  to  be 
furnished.  In  lieu  or  the  sabers  and  pistols,  of  which  but  fifty-three 
flint  and  steel  have  been  furnished  to  my  command,  I  inclose  an  order 
to  Colonel  Davis,  at  Meadow  Bluff,  to  cooperate  with  your  cavalry,  and 
be,  for  the  time,  at  your  immediate  orders,  to-night.  A  company  of  ar- 
tillery I  cannot  spare  you.  I  have  but  one  that  can  in  any  degree  serve 
as  artillery,  the  company  of  Captain  McComas,  who  is  absent  from  the 
loss  of  a  child ;  but  I  send  you  a  detachment  of  24  men,  of  Colonel  Tomp- 
kins' regiment  of  State  volunteers,  the  remnant  of  the  Kanawha  Artil- 
lery, who  fought  at  Scarey,  and  are  pretty  good  artillerists.  It  is  too 
short  a  notice  to  get  them  ready  tonight,  but  they  will  be  got  ready  at 
once,  and  be  sent  to  you  early  in  the  morning.  This  is  the  best  I  can 
do  at  present,  and  I  assure  you,  sir,  it  will  always  gratify  me  to  do  the 
best  I  can  in  cooperation  with  your  command. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 
Brtgadier-Generaly  die. 

P.  S. — Captain  Caskie  reports  to  me  today  that  some  sconts  of  the 
enemy  advanced  on  the  Fayetteville  and  turnpike  roads.  We  send  you 
forty  rounds  of  ammunition  with  the  pieces. 
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HEADQXTASTEBSy  MANASSAS,  August  10,  18G1. 

To  the  President: 

Mr.  President  :  I  have  suggested,  through  the  Adjutant  and  In- 
spector-General, the  importance  of  increasing  our  forces  of  artillery  and 
cavalry — the  iirst  by  borrowing  guns  from  the  States,  or  by  casting, 
especially  at  Bichmond.  If  guns  are  to  be  made,  or  if  different  kinds 
are  to  be  obtained  from  States,  I  urgently  recommend  12-pounder  howit- 
zers to  constitute  the  addition  to  our  present  material.  We  are  now 
deficient  in  those  pieces,  even  on  the  principle  which  regulated  the  com- 
position of  the  United  States  batteries — ^fonr  6-pounders  and  two  howit- 
zers. The  effect  of  the  howitzers  on  a  field  of  battle  is,  I  think,  more 
than  double  that  of  6-pounders.  With  fifty  of  them  respectably  served 
(in  addition  to  our  present  artillery)  we  will  not  fear  the  enemy,  what- 
ever his  numbers,  in  the  open  field.  I  beg  you,  therefore,  to  aid  us  by 
adding  what  you  can  to  our  strength  in  this  arm.  I  am  confident  from 
observation  that  the  Northern  troops,  like  other  raw  soldiers,  fear  artil- 
lery unreasonably,  and  that  we  shall  gain  far  more  by  an  addition  of 
these  guns  than  by  one  of  a  thousand  men.  We  are  now,  you  know, 
far  below  even  the  proportion  fixed  by  military  writers  for  an  army  of 
veteran  infantry.  Without  that  proportion  of  artillery  and  cavalry, 
without  further  addition  of  infantry,  we  ought  to  be  able  to  drive  back 
all  the  Northern  hordes  that  may  cross  the  Potomac.  It  is  certain  to 
my  mind  that  all  of  Napoleon's  successes  in  1813  were  due  to  his  large 
proportion  of  artillery.  His  infantry  was  as  new  and  far  from  being 
equal  to  ours. 

May  I  remind  you  that  I  have  more  than  once  mentioned  our  defi- 
ciency in  cavalry  t  We  have  not  half  enough  for  mere  outpost  duty. 
If  it  had  been  greater  our  results  on  the  2l8t  of  July  would  have  been 
better.  For  a  battle  I  am  sure  that  3,000  or  4,000  cavalry  in  a  field 
would  be  resisted  by  no  Northern  volunteers  if  they  had  artillery  to  open 
their  way.  For  the  last  two  months  I  have  had  one  regiment  of  Vir- 
ginia cavalry,  under  Stuart,  in  the  presence  of  superior  forces  of  regular 
cavalry,  who  have  never  appeared  in  front  of  their  infantry.  Our  men, 
and  we  can  find  thousands  like  them,  are  good  horsemen,  well  mounted. 
We  can  find  thousands  more  like  them.  Can  you  not  give  them  to  us, 
and  with  Stuart  to  command  themt  He  is  a  rare  man,  wonderfully  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  the  qualities  necessary  for  an  officer  of  light 
cavalry.  Calm,  firm,  acute,  active,  and  enterprising,  I  know  no  one 
more  competent  than  he  to  estimate  the  occurrences  ^fore  him  at  their 
true  value.  If  you  add  to  this  army  a  real  brigade  of  cavalry,  you  can 
find  no  better  brigadier-general  to  command  it.  With  our  present  force 
we  shall  be  obUg^  to  depend  much  upon  the  country  people  for  infor- 
mation of  the  enemy's  movements. 

Very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


White  Sulphub  Springs,  Va.,  August  10, 1801. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  Qeneraly  Commanding^  &c. : 

General :  Yours,  dated  the  5th  at  Huntersville,  postmarked  the 
8th  at  Staunton,  is  just  received.  I  am  pressing  every  means  to  ad- 
vance as  far  as  will  meet  the  enemy  on  the  Gauley  turnpike  and  Sum- 
mersville  road.  This  morning  I  re-enforce  General  Floyd  with  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery  (two  G-pounders,  forty  rounds),  and  a  corps  of  cavalry, 
under  Caxjtain  Corns,  in  addition  to  Colonel  Davis'  force  of  about  500 
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horse.  As  fast  as  a  battalion  ogr  regiment  is  ready,  I  will  lead  it  on  to 
wherever  General  Floyd  may  have  advanced.  l?here  is  no  ammunition 
sent  for  my  howitzer,  and  there  is  none  (I  mean  bi^  and  cartridge)  for 
my  10-poander  brought  from  Maiden.  General  Floyd,  with  two  regi- 
ments of  his  own,  all  my  cavalry  nearly^  and  this  detachment  of  artil- 
lery, advances  from  Gamp  Arbuckle  this  morning.  I  will  follow  from 
day  to  day,  as  I  can  clothe  my  men  and  fit  them  for  a  march.  The 
militia  here  are  wholly  unreliable,  though  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Beck- 
ley  to  pick  all  true  men  he  can  select,  and  arm  and  supply  them  with 
ammunition.  The  enemy  conceal  their  forces  very  adroitly.  They  left 
1,000  at  Charleston  and  came  up  to  Gauley  with  3,500  and  eight  pieces 
of  rifled  cannon,  with  re>enforcements  constantly  coming  up  the  river 
to  Charleston  and  advanced  to  Gauley.  From  Gauley  they  radiate,  via 
Fayetteville,  the  Gauley  turnpike,  and  the  Summersville  roads,  converg- 
ing towards  Meadow  BlufP,  the  forces  from  Weston  (not  Huttonsville) 
coming  down  from  Sutton,  being  now  in  advance,  abont  600,  under 
Colonel  Tyler.  Thus  at  Gamley  they  have**probabiy  at  present  from 
4,500  to  5,000,  with  re-enforcements  coming  up  the  Kanawha  and  down 
tlirongh  l^raxton  in  moving  columns  of  unknown  numbers.  GenenU 
Floyd's  command  and  mine  will  number,  all  told,  not  more  than  5,500 
efficient  men,  badly  armed.  By  the  time  the  enemy  gets  through  the 
Gauley  and  Sewell  Wilderness  he  will  be  found  in  for^ — 8,000  at  least. 
His  advance  through  that  Wilderness  shall  be  effectually  checked.  The 
advance  to  the  Gauley  is  not  desirable  at  present,  beciE^use  we  can  get 
no  provisions  from  Elanawha,  and  for  30  mile«  from  Gauley  east  there 
are  no  provisions  or  forage  to  be  had.  My  idea  is  to  stop  the  enemy  on 
or  near  the  eastern  verge  of  the  Wilderness,  and  keep  him  there  in  the 
Wilderness  by  fronting  him  on  the  turnpike  and  by  detours  on  the 
Fayetteville  and  Summersville  roads.  I  repeat  that  we  are  not  half 
armed.  May  I  not  beg  you  to  use  your  influence  with  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral Cooper  to  give  us  some  of  the  arms  captured  at  Manassas  or  those 
which  are  surplus  irom  the  crop  of  that  victory  t  We  ought  not  to  be 
so  neglected  as  not  to  have  what  our  glorious  victors  reject.  Many  of 
our  deserters  are  coming  in,  and  that  mduces  me  to  detain  the  State 
volunteers  here  for  a  few  days.  I  will  be  active  to  scout  for  General 
Loring,  and  to  give  him  the  earliest  intelligence  obtained  by  me.  But 
one  thing,  of  which  we  are  destitute,  is  absolutely  necessary — the  porta- 
ble forge.  I  beg  you  to  send  us  at  least  two  for  my  conunand,  and  I 
suppose  Goneral  Floyd  needs  as  many.  He  has  about  300,  and  I  abont 
500,  cavalry,  and  they  are  barefooted,  and  blacksmiths  cannot  be  got 
here,  nor  shoes,  nor  iron  to  make  them. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  OenerdL 

N.  B. — At  10.30  a.  m.,  since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  received  in- 
telligence that  the  enemy  has  moved  up,  3,500  strong,  to  Summersville. 


Manassas,  Ya.,  August  11, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  ManasaaSj  Fa. : 

Dear  General  :  In  order  to  prevent  a  coup  de  main  from  McClellan, 
as  already  communicated  to  you,  I  have  ordered  Longstreet  to  Fairfax 
Court- House,  Jones  to  Germantown,  and  Bonham  to  fall  back  on  Flint 
Hill,  leaving  a  strong  mounted  guard  at  or  about  Vienna.    Cocke  goes 
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to  Gentreville ;  Ewell,  to  Sangster's  Cross-Hoads ;  Early  and  HamptoOy 
to  intersection  of  Occoqnan  road  witli  Wolf  Ban  Shoals  road ;  Evans 
has  gone  to  Leesbnrg.  The  Louisiana  Brigade  remains  for  the  present 
at  or  abont  Mitchell's  Ford. 

Will  yon  permit  me  to  suggest  that  Elzey  should  concentrate  his  bri- 
gade at  or  about  Fairfax  Station,  and  Jackson  at  or  about  the  cross  of 
(Stuart  to  remain  where  he  is)  Braddock's  road  with  the  Fairfax  Court- 
House  and  Station  road. 

From  those  advanced  positions  we  could  at  any  time  concentrate  our 
forces  for  offensive  or  defensive  purposes.  I  think  by  a  bold  move  we 
could  capture  the  enemy's  advance  forces  at  Annandale,  and,  should  he 
come  out  to  their  support,  give  him  battle,  with  all  the  chances  in  our 
favor ;  but  for  that  object  we  must  have  all  our  artillery  ready  in  every 
resi>ect. 

Yours,  very  truly^ 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGAED. 


White  Sulphub  Spbinos,  Va.,  August  11, 1861. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  i&c. : 

Sib  :  Colonel  Davis,  from  Meadow  BluiT,  informs  me  by  last  night's 
dispatch  that  he  is  confident  Tyler  has  joined  Cox,  near  Gauley,  and 
that  the  enemy  is  now  7,000  strong.  Their  scouts  are  within  about  20 
miles  of  Colonel  Davis.  General  Floyd  is  at  Camp  Arbuckle,  4  miles 
beyond  Lewisburg.  I  have  sent  him  a  detachment  of  artillery  (two 
pieces,  6-pounders),  and  will  send  on  every  corps  I  can  get  ready  in  the 
next  three  to  five  days.  General  Chapman  has  recalled  his  militia,  and 
General  Beckley  can  raise  no  force  of  auy  efficiently  at  all.  I  have  or- 
dered both  to  call  out  select  men,  but  do  not  rely  upon  them.  The  cav- 
alry are  actively  vedetting,  and  report  the  enemy  as  having  250  to  300 
cavalry  at  Summersville,  threatening  Davis'  rear  by  the  Wilderness  road. 
Colonel  Croghan  is  upon  the  Cherry  Tree  Bottom  road,  but  returns  to- 
day to  Colonel  Davis.  With  General  Floyd's  force  and  my  cavalry,  the 
enemy  cannot  advance  before  I  am  ready  to  make  our  joint  forces  some 
5,500  men. 

Yery  respectfully, 

HENBY  A.,  WISE, 

Brigadier '  Qenerdl. 


White  Sulphub  Spbings,  Ya.,  August  11, 1861. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  i&c. : 

Sib  :  Your  dispatch  [8th  instant],  by  special  messenger,  came  to  hand 
within  the  last  fifteen  minutes.  I  answer  immediately,  at  8  p.  m.,  that 
I  will  cheerfully  and  earnestly  obey  your  orders  to  unite  with  General 
Floyd's  command.  The  most  intimate  cooperation,  in  separate  com- 
mand, was  all  I  sought.  T  seek  no  further  now  than  to  obey  your  or- 
ders. I  am  inspecting  and  organizing  still,  making  good  progress,  and 
am  in  strength  and  condition  of  force  daily  improving.  All  we  want 
now  are  tents,  good  small-arms,  and  some  clothing.  I  will  move  before 
all  are  had,  and  as  early  as  possible,  to  do  justice  to  my  men.  The 
enemy  are  reported  at  junction  at  Gauley  and  at  Summersville  and  a 
part  occupying  Fayette  (Cox  and  Tyler) ;  in  all,  7,000  strong.    I  have 
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written  to  Beckley  and  Chapman,  ur^ng  selection  of  militia  corps,  such 
as  are  willing  and  are  armed,  and  will  work  with  axes  and  spades. 
Chapman  had  recalled  his  men  and  orders.  I  have  insisted  on  his 
renewing  his  call.  Oar  teams  are  shoeless,  and  there  are  bat  very  few 
blacksmiths.    This  delays  me  as  much  as  any  other  canse. 

EespectfaUy,  HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  QenerdL 


White  Sulphub  Springs,  Va.,  August  11, 18G1 — 6  a.  m. 
John  B.  Floyd,  Brigadier-Ge/ieralj  dtc: 

Sib  :  Year  note  of  yesterday  reached  me  last  night  at  11  o'clock.  A 
letter  from  Colonel  Davis,  of  the  9th,  from  Meadow  Blufi',  was  found 
unopened  on  my  table  with  yours,  no  opened  dispatches  accompanying 
them.  I  have  received  none  intended  for  ^oo.  Lest  the  Icttier  of 
Colonel  Davis  to  Ac^jatant-Greneral  Harvie  may  not  have  been  the  one 
opened  and  read  by  you,  I  inclose  a  copy  to  you.* 

Please  inform  him  that  I  have  sent  to  yon  two  G-pounders  and  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery.  I  will  i-e-enforce  him  with  about  90  cavalry  as  soon 
as  blacksmiths  can  be  got  to  shoe  the  horses,  nearly  all  of  which  are 
barefooted.  In  two  or  three  days  I  may  be  able  to  move  with  my  artil- 
lery and  some  companies  of  infantry.  If  you  advance,  sir,  to  Meadow 
Bluff  and  beyond  to  Little  Sewell,  I  will  follow  as  fast  as  my  corps  can 
be  organized  and  made  ready  for  the  field. 

I  regret  to  learn  from  General  Beckley  that  General  Chapman  has  re- 
called the  select  militia  he  ordered  out.  I  have  ordered  General  Beck- 
ley  to  proceed  in  selecting  militiamen  to  co-operate  with  Major  Bailey 
and  Captain  Caskie  on  the  FayetteviUe  road.  The  militia  had  better  be 
provided  with  pick  and  log  wood  axes,  shovels,  and  spades  to  obstruct 
the  roads,  which  may  admit  the  enemy  to  our  rear  from  Summersville 
and  other  points  east  of  that  place  on  the  Gauley.  Colonel  McPherson, 
of  Lewisburg,  might  readily  select  a  corps  of  that  description  to  opei*ate 
on  the  road  leading  from  near  May's  and  Meadow  Bluff  to  the  Gauley. 
Very  respectfully,  HEKEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Headquastebs  Abmy  of  Kanawha, 
Camp  ArbucklCj  near  Lewisburg^  Auguat  11, 1861. 

His  Excellency  Jefferson  Davis, 

President  Confederate  States  of  America : 

Dear  Sib:  After  a  few  days'  close  observation  in  this  part  of  the 
country  I  am  quite  sure  the  enemy's  policy  now  is  to  bold  all  the  west- 
em  portion  of  the  State  lying  on  the  Ohio  River  and  as  far  eastward  as 
the  Cumberland  range  of  mountains.  They  have  at  Gauley  between 
four  and  five  thousand  men,  and  a  like  number  at  Summersville.  They 
are  35  miles  distant  from  each  other.  The  interests  of  all  the  west  im- 
peratively demand  that  these  people  shall  be  driven  out  across  the  Ohio, 
which  I  think  can  be  done  with  the  proper  management  of  the  force  to 
be  secured  in  this  region.  I  am  a  few  miles  west  of  Lewisburg  and  14 
miles  west  of  General  Wise. 

I  have  deemed  it  proper,  all  points  fully  considered,  to  assume  the 
command  of  all  the  troops  about  here.    I  acv'ordingly  nave  issued  the 

*  Not  found. 
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order,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  herewith.    One  line  of  policy  only  should 
be  pursued,  and  this  is  the  only  means  by  which  it  cp>n  be  secured. 

There  is  great  disorganization  amongst  the  men  under  General  Wise's 
command,  as  he  told  me  himself,  and  the  course  I  propose  will  help  to 
remedy  the  evil.  I  hope  to  be  speedily  able  now  to  make  a  movement 
towards  the  enemy,  and  I  trust  the  course  I  have  taken  will  meet  your 
approbation.  I  think  the  inspection  I  have  ordered  will  result  in  show- 
ing a  force  sufficiently  large,  ?rith  the  volunteer  militia  who  will  join  us 
for  the  campaign,  to  enable  them  to  move  against  them. 

When  we  do  move  it  will  require  great  circumspection,  attention,  and 
tact  to  mollify  the  temper  and  feelings  of  the  people  west  of  here,  if  half 
be  true  of  what  has  reached  mo  relative  to  their  present  exasperated  and 
excited  state  of  feeling. 

If  the  enemy  were  attacked  and  driven  from  Summersville,  Cox,  at 
Ganley  Bridge,  would  be  helpless  and  at  our  mercy,  and  the  junction 
between  these  forces  I  think  can  be  prevented  by  a  prompt  but  quiet 
movement.  Two  well  appointed  batteries  would  be  of  inestimable  value 
to  us  now.  Can't  you  send  them  t  Tlie  service  we  will  render  if  we  can 
get  into  the  field  will  amply  repay  everything,  I  Uiink.  If  we  can  dis- 
lodge these  people  from  Kanawha  Valley  the  whole  force  could  be  turned 
against  the  rear — Bosecrans.  But  of  course  you  understand  all  these 
views  perfectly  well,  and  can  order  what  is  best  to  be  done. 
With  the  highest  regard,  I  am,  truly,  your  friend, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD. 

flncloflnre.] 

General  Orders,  )     Headquarters  Ardtv  of  Kanawha, 

No.  12.  (  Camp  Arbuckley  near  Leunsburgj  August  11,  IdGl. 

L  The  undersigned  hereby  assumes  the  command  of  the  forces  in- 
tended to  operate  against  the  enemy  now  occupying  the  Kanawha  Valley 

and  the  country  adjacent  thereto. 

•  •      '  •  •  •  •  • 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD. 


Headquarters,  Valley  Mountain,  Va.,  August  12, 1861. 

General  Henrt  A.  Wise, 

W%%^8  Legion^  White  Sulphur  Springs^  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  and  11th  in- 
stant, and  I  am  glad  that  you  are  enabled  to  re-enforce  General  Floyd 
so  .promptly.  Your  reasons  for  our  troops  not  advancing  to  Gauley  at 
present  are  conclusive,  and  your  plan  of  stopping  the  ^vance  of  the 
enemy  on  the  eastern  verge  of  the  Wilderness  you  describe  is  concurred 
in  until  ready  to  open  and  penetrate  the  Kanawha  Valley,  whence  you 
may  draw  your  supplies.  The  line  of  defense  you  propose,  embracing 
points  of  strength,  is  the  best. 

I  have  written  to  General  Cooper  in  reference  to  arms  and  forges  for 
your  command  and  forges  for  General  Floyd.  I  recommend  that  you 
forward  to  Colonel  Deas,  assistant  adjutant-general,  headquarters  Elch- 
mond,  a  State  requisition  for  such  supplies  as  you  may  be  deficient  in. 
I  will  direct  him  to  see  what  can  be  furnished.  As  already  advised, 
there  are  no  arms  at  my  disposal,  except  the  State  flint-lock  muskets ;  of 
these  you  have  probably  sufQcient.  I  recommend  that  you  also  make 
requisition  for  ammunition  for  your  howitzer  upon  Major  Gorgas,  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  C.  S.  Army.    There  being  no  lOpounders  in  the  service,  he 
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has  not,  probably,  any  ammnuition  for  it.  The  informatioii  of  the  enemy 
being  re-enforced  in  th>nt  of  this  position  is  repeated.  Also  that  he  is 
fortifying  at  the  bridge  over  the  North  Branch  of  the  Potomac  at  New 
Oreek  Depot,  and  occupies  Bomney.  I  think  it  probable  that  he  is 
spreading  his  troops  over  a  line  of  oi>erations  from  the  Kana^^ha  to  the 
Potomac,  with  a  view  of  influencing  the  local  elections  of  the  Peirpoint 
dynasty.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  cut  him  np  in  detaiL  For  this  par- 
pose  our  troops  most  be  kept  ready  for  concentration. 
I  am,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  £•  JjEIKj 
General^  CommafUting* 


No.  5.]  Heabquabters  Abmt  op  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Arbuoklej  near  Lewisburg^  Va,j  August  13,  1861. 

General  Wise  : 

Sib:  As  requested  to  do, I  send  you  the  accompanying  communica- 
tion from  Colonel  Davis.  I  have  reason  to  doubt  the  authority  of  the 
report.  Yet,  coming  to  me  with  the  official  sanction  of  Colonel  Davis, 
I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  it  I  shall  therefore  move  imme- 
diately to  his  relief  with  1.000  men,  and  request  that  you  will  send  to- 
morrow one  battery  of  artillery,  with  such  other  forces  as  you  can  spare. 
I  understand  that  the  enemy  is  strong  in  large  guns. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Pndosare.] 

Camp  at  Meadow  Bluff. 

General  Flotd  : 

I  have  reasons  to  apprehend  an  attack  from  the  Federal  troops  to- 
morrow— ^iirobably  to-night.  They  are  probably  Tyler's  force,  from 
Summersville,  who  have  come  into  this  road  by  the  Sunday  rood  (33 
miles  from  here),  re-enforced  by  a  detachment  direct  from  Gauloy  Bridge. 
Their  number  is  estimated  at  3,000.  It  is  now  known  that  there  has 
been  a  current  of  Federal  troops  passing  down  the  Gauley,  which  con- 
firms the  statement  Mr.  Tyree,  just  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  has 
continued  to  send  the  news  to  my  scouts,  in  the  neighborhood  of  his 
father's.  I  can  stop  them  wi€h  1,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 
Please  urge  on  re-enforcements.  Send  this  to  Oenend  Wise,  and  ask 
him  also  to  send  all  the  aid  he  can  spare. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  LUCIUS  DAVIS, 
Colonel  First  Regiment  Wisifs  Legion. 

P.  S. — ^If  the  report  is  modified  as  to  numbers,  &c.,  I  will  inform  you. 


White  Sxtlphub  Spbtngs,  Ya.,  August  13. 1861. 

General  John  B.  Flotd,  General  Commandingy  dbc. : 

Sib  :  I  imagine,  firom  the  repor)»  to  me,  that  Colonel  Davis  must 
have  received  exaggerated  reports.  Your  advance  wiU,  at  all  events, 
only  anticipate  any  probable  movement  of  the  enemy.  Your  request 
should  be  promptly  complied  with,  but  for  the  fact  that  our  horses  for 
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the  artillery  have  no  ahoes  fit  to  march  with,  and  it  is  impossible  to  find 
BmithSy  shoes,  or  nails.    I  have  sent  for  iron,  and  am  jost  setting  np  a 
shop.    This  causes,  in  part,  my  delay  here.    In  a  short  time  I  will  be 
ready  to  move  some  1.500  men. 
Very  respectfoUyi 

HBNEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  OenerdL 


"So.  6.]  Hbadquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Arbueklej  near  Lewiahurg^  Va.^  August  13, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  HEifBY  A.  Wise: 

Sib  :  Yon  will  please  send  the  regiment  of  volunteers  from  beyond 
ISew  Biver,  recently  commanded  by  Colonel  McGansland,  to  join  me 
at  Meadow  Bluff  immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  order. 
Very  respeotfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralf  C.  &  Army. 


White  Sulphub  Spbings,  Ya.,  August  13, 1861. 
Brig.  G«n.  John  B.  Floyd,  Comtnandingj  dbe.: 

Sib  :  Your  order  to  ^^  send  the  regiment  of  volunteers,  &om  beyond 
Kew  Eiver,  recently  commanded  by  Colonel  McGansland,  to  join  you 
at  Meadow  Bluff  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  order,"  I  resx>ect- 
fully  represent  cannot  possibly  be  complied  with. 

The  regiment  of  State  volunteers,  which  you  describe,  as  lately  com- 
manded by  Colonel  McCausland,  is  in  a  state  of  great  dilapidation  and 
destitution,  from  the  many  resignations  of  its  offtcers  and  desertions  of 
its  men.  It  is  now  being  reorganized,  under  the  orders  of  Colonel 
Tompkins,  who  has  not  yet  completed  his  report,  and  the  men  who  are 
left  to  it  are  without  clothing  or  equipments  fit  for  a  march  or  any  effi- 
cient service  whatever.  Many  of  them  are  barefooted,  and  we  have 
received  the  first  supply  of  shoes  for  them  this  evening,  and  they  are 
unopened.  They  are  bare  of  clothing,  have  not  a  single  tent,  and  num- 
ber less  than  550  men,  many  of  whom  have  the  measles.  Colonel  Beth 
has  not  inspected  them,  or  his  report  would  show  you,  sir,  how  utterly 
unfit  in  all  respects  these  men  are  for  any  movement  against  an  enemy 
or  to  march  at  all  from  a  place  where  they  are  sheltered,  and  where 
they  are  just  beginning  to  receive  their  supplies  and  outfits. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


No.  7.]  Meadow  Bluff,  Ya.,  August  13, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  Hbnby  A.  Wise: 

Deab  Sib:  Upon  arriving  here  I  found  much  to  confirm  the  reports 
concerning  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Davis'  pickets  were 
driven  in  this  evening  by  the  enemy.  We  are  separated  to-night  only 
by  the  distance  of  18  miles,  which  wOl  be  much  reduced  by  moruing,  as 
the  enemy  march  at  ni^ht  I  hope  you  will,  with  all  speed,  bring  up 
all  your  tbrce^  and  furnish  one  of  my  companies  with  arms.    It  is  a  fine 
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one,  but  nnarmed,  as  their  gnns  are  behind,  Avith  Colonel  Wharton. 
The  enemy  are  very  numerous  and  strong.  No  artillery.  I  hope  to  see 
you  early. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  0.  8.  Armjf. 

[XndoneiDent.] 

Beceived  by  General  Wise's  messenger  at  3.30  a.  m.,  August  14, 186L 


White  Sulphob  Spbings,  Ya*,  August  13, 1861. 

Greneral  B.  E.  Lee,  Qeneralj  Comma/nding^  dbe. : 

Sib  :  General  Floyd  yesterday  assumed  command  of  the  forces  for  the 
defense  of  the  Kanawha  Yalley,  announced  an  adjutant  and  iusi>ector 
general  for  his  entire  command,  and  ordered  my  Legion  to  be  first  in- 
spected. That  Legion  is  now  ready  for  inspection,  and  will  soon  be 
ready  for  active  service,  as  soon  as  the  horses  can  be  shod,  and  the  men 
<»n  be  got  some  clothes,  shoes,  and  blankets,  which  are  daily  expected. 
I  now  ask  for  two  general  orders  fh)m  you,  being  desirous  to  promptiy 
obey  General  Floyd  and  to  preserve  the  harmony  of  our  respective 
brigades :  First,  that  no  order  be  passed  from  him  to  my  brigade  except 
through  me.  Second,  that  the  separate  organization  and  command  of 
my  brigade,  subject  of  course  to  his  priority  of  rank  and  orders  for 
service,  be  not  interfered  with.  I  beg  leave  to  inquire,  also,  whether  I 
am  to  consider  the  State  volunteers,  under  Colonel  Tomx)kins,  and  the 
militia,  under  General  Beckley,  as  still  attached  to  my  brigade  and 
command,  subject  to  General  Floyd's  general  orders  of  course,  or  as 
immediately  subject  to  his  orders  alone  t  The  enemy  have  nine  regi- 
ments in  the  Kanawha  Yalley,  about  7,200  men.  Colonel  Croghan 
reports  about  1,500  at  Summersville.  I  hear  about  500  are  at  Fayette- 
ville,  1^000  at  Charleston,  and  about  4,200  at  Gauley. 
Bespectfully, 

HENBT  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 


BiGHMOND,  Ya.,  August  13, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

My  Deab  Genebal  :  I  have  stated  to  Major  Gorgas  your  wish  for  a 
larger  propoition  of  12-pounder  howitzers,  and  he  says  he  can  make, 
say,  six  per  week,  and  mount  them  as  made,  but  there  is  great  difficulty 
in  supplying  harness.  Please  send  me  a  statement  of  the  number  and 
caliber  of  your  guns,  distinguishing  between  smooth-bored  and  ritled ; 
also  the  number  of  howitzers.  This  information  has  been  needed  in 
the  preparation  of  ammunition.  It  is  well  to  avoid  mixing  the  ammu- 
nition further  than  necessary :  say  smooth-bore  or  rifle  to  1^  with  how- 
itzers, but  not  both  kinds  ana  howitzers  in  one  battery. 

I  have  ordered  cavalry  to  join  you,  and  hope  you  will  soon  have  a 
regiment  and  one  or  more  separate  companies. 
Your  friend, 

JEFFEBSON  DAYIS. 


K 
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EiCHMONB,  August  13, 1861. 

Oeneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding,  dr.,  Mcmassas : 

General:  I* have  your  letter  of  the  lOtb  instant,  and  will  forward 
to  yoor  command  a  portion  of  the  shoes  here.  We  have  sent  to  Europe 
for  shoes,  and  I  have  officers  traveling  over  all  the  Confederate  States 
purchasing  shoes,  making  contracts  with  tanners  for  leather,  and  with 
manufacturers  for  making  leather  into  shoes.  Still,  if  our  force  is  in- 
creased to  half  a  million  of  men,  there  must  be  deficiency.  The  resources 
of  our  country  are  far  too  limited  for  the  great  demand  an  immense 
army  creates  for  supplies  of  every  kind.  The  demand  is  double  what 
it  would  be  from  the  same  population  in  times  of  x>eace. 

A.  C.  MYEES, 
Acting  QuartermMter-OeneraL 


Headquarters,  Valley  Mountain,  VraoiNiA, 

August  14, 1861. 
General  Henrt  A.  Wise, 

Wise^s  Legionj  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  this  morning  your  let- 
ters of  the  11th  and  13th  instant,  and  am  highly  gratified  at  the  rapid 
progress  you  are  making  in  organizing  your  forces,  and  that  their 
strength  and  condition  are  daily  improving.  I  hope  you  will  receive 
your  supply  of  tents,  clothing,  &c.  As  to  small-arms,  I  do  not  know 
when  they  will  be  obtained.  There  were  none  in  Richmond  when  I  left. 
I  hope  I  need  not  assure  you  that  I  never  entertained  the  least  doubt  as 
to  your  zealous  and  cordial  co-operation  in  every  effort  against  the  com- 
mon enemy.  Your  whole  life  guarantees  the  belief  that  your  every 
thought  and  act  will  be  devoted  to  the  sacred  cause,  dearer  than  life 
itself,  of  defending  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  State. 

As  regards  the  command  of  your  brigade,  the  military  propriety  of 
communicating  through  you  all  orders  of  its  movement  is  so  a[)parent, 
that  I  think  no  orders  on  the  subject  necessary.  I  have  always  sup- 
posed that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  President  to  give  a  distinct  or- 
ganization to  your  Legion,  and  for  it  to  be  under  your  command,  subject 
of  course  to  do  service  under  the  orders  of  a  senior  officer.  General 
Floyd,  I  think,  understands  this,  and  I  apprehend  no  embarrassment  on 
the  subject.  As  regards  the  troops  hitherto  serving  with  your  Legion, 
it  is  within  the  province  of  the  commanding  general  to  continue  them, 
as  hitherto,  under  your  command,  to  brigade  them  separately,  or  de- 
tach them,  as  the  good  of  the  service  may  demand.  The  incessant  rains 
and  constant  travel  have  rendered  the  roads  impassable,  and  so  pre- 
vented the  transportation  of  supplies  as  to  paralyze,  for  the  present, 
operations  in  this  quarter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  E.  LEE, 
Oeneral,  Commanding. 


No.  8.]  Headquarters,  near  Meadow  Bluff,  Va., 

August  14, 1861 — 5  a.  m. 
Oeneral  Henry  A.  Wise  : 

Sir  :  You  are  peremptorily  ordered  to  march  at  once,  upon  the  receipt 
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of  this  order,  with  yonr  Legion  and  all  the  forces  under  your  command, 
to  join  me  at  this  point. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General  Commanding. 


No.  9.]  Headquabtebs,  neab  Meadow  Bluff,  Ya., 

Augutt  14y  1861—7  a.  m. 
General  Henbt  A.  Wise: 

Sib:  The  cavalry  company  sent  me  by  you  at  Gamp  Arbnckle  inform 
me  that  they  are  without  ammunition.  They  are,  as  you  will  remember, 
armed  with  carbines  and  shot-guns,  and  number  about  45  men.  Please 
send  40  rounds  of  cartridges  tbr  40  men.  For  the  portion  of  the  com- 
pany armed  with  shot-guns  I  can  furnish  buck-shot  and  powder.  The 
bearer  of  this  will  take  charge  of  the  cartridges. 
Yonr  obedient  servaut, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General  Commanding. 

[Indonement.] 

August  14, 1861. 

The  acyutant-general  will  cause  this  request  to  be  complied  with. 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  GeneraL 


White  Sulphub  Springhs,  Va., 

August  14, 1861—9.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gton.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  &c. : 

Sib  :  Your  peremptory  order,  to  march  at  once  upon  the  receipt  of  it, 
with  my  Legion  and  aU  the  forces  under  my  command,  to  join  you  at 
Meadow  Bluff,  shall  be  executed  as  early  as  possible  and  as  forces  and 
means  of  transportation  are  available. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


No.  10.]  White  Sulphub  Spbinos,  Va., 

August  14, 1861—11  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  ie. : 

Sib  :  I  am  hastening  my  march  by  all  the  means  in  my  i>ower.    The 
quartermaster,  by  every  exertion,  has  been  unable  to  procute  half  enough 
wagons.    Will  you  please  send  me  all  tiie  wagons  you  can  spare,  to  as- 
ust  the  expedition  of  my  march  to  join  you  f 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General, 

HeADQUABTEBS  VntGINIA  YOLUNTEEBSy 

White  Sulphur  Springs^  Fa.,  August  14, 186L 

Biig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise,  Commanding,  i&o. : 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  orders  of  this  date,  di- 
recting the  movement  of  troops  from  this  camp,  and  I  feel  impelled, 
most  respectfully,  to  enter  my  protest  against  its  immediate  application 
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to  the  Toanteer  foroes  mider  my  command.  I  beg  yoa  to  remember 
that  these  troops  are  now  decimated  by  disease  and  casualties  incorred 
by  weeks  of  exposure ;  that  they  never  have  been  famished  with  tents, 
or  even  equipments  regarded  as  essential  to  the  ordinary  requirements 
of  service,  and,  above  all,  that  they  are  actually  destitute  of  dothing, 
except  such  as  they  bore  upon  their  persons  in  the  hurried  march  from 
Kanawha.  The  Twenty-second  Regiment  especially  may  be  mentioned 
as  having  incurred  losses  by  the  destruction  of  the  steamer  Maffet,  and 
their  inability  to  communicate  with  Charleston,  which  should  be  remem- 
bered by  you  as  worthy  of  immediate  consideration.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, under  the  circumstances  report  any  companies  of  the  volunteer 
regiments  as  fit  for  the  field,  and  believe  that  their  removal  from  quarters 
at  present  would  be  attended  with  detrimental  consequences  in  every 
respect. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 
Commanding  Volunteer  Brigade. 

[IndorMinciit.] 

August  14, 1861—12.30. 

Colonel  Tompkins  will  move  only  such  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand as  are  fit  for  marching  orders.  The  rest,  or,  if  all  are  unfit  fpr 
service,  all  will  remain  with  him  at  this  post,  under  my  general  order 
of  this  morning,  until  further  orders  or  the  command  is  fit  to  move. 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadiet'OeneralL 


White  Sulphub  Spbings,  Ya.,  August  U,  1861. 

Oeneral  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  dbc. : 

Dispatches  were  received  last  night  from  Colonel  Davis,  and  this 
morning  from  General  Floyd,  giving  intelligence  of  the  enemy  approach- 
ing in  full  strength  from  Summersville^  via  what  is  called  the  Sunday 
road,  leading  into  the  Lewisburg  turnpike,  reported  6,000  strong.  I  do 
not  credit  the  report,  but,  under  the  i)eremptory  orders  from  General 
Floyd,  received  within  the  hour,  I  shall  move  my  entire  available  force 
at  once  to  join  the  general  at  Meadow  BlufC  If  my  counsel  prevails,  I 
shall  advance  to  the  west  side  of  Little  Sewell.  I  shall  take  eight  sixes, 
one  rifled  piece  of  artillery,  and  Creneral  Floyd  has  two  sizes.  The 
howitzer  was,  and  is^  without  ammunition.  General  Floyd's  whole  force, 
all  told,  he  says,  is  but  1,200;  mine  available  at  once,  2,000.  The 
measles  is  ragins  here,  and  I  am  reducexL  nearly  half  of  one  regiment 
of  my  Legion  and  the  State  regiments  are  nearly  wholly  unavailable. 
At  most,  in  two  and  a  half  days,  I  can  put  forward  1,500  and  in  five 
days  2,500  men.  General  Floyd  now  has  his  own  force,  my  whole  cav- 
al^  (550),  a  detachment  of  artillery,  with  two  6-pounders ;  in  all,  say, 
1,800  men.  In  three  days  he  will  have  100  more  of  State  cavalry.  Thus 
in  four  or  five  days  he  will  have  available  with  him  3,800  men,  leaving 
the  sick  and  unfit  for  service,  say  1,000  men,  here.  I  write  in  hast^ 
while  hurrying  on  the  march  of  all  I  can  move  to-day.  There  is  not 
half  the  means  necessary  for  transportation  here. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  Oenerai. 


788  OPERATIONS   IN   MD.,    N.   VA.,    AND   W.   VA.        [Chaf.  XIT. 

Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Kanawha, 
Camp  Six  miles  west  of  Meadow  Bluffy  Va.j  August  15,  1861. 

Brig.  Gren.  Henry  A.  Wise,  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va, : 

Sm :  Your  favor  of  yesterday,  infonning  me  of  the  inability  of  your 
quartermaster  to  procure  wagons,  &c.,  enoagh  for  your  march,  and  re- 
questing me  to  send  yon  all  the  wagons  I  can  spare,  has  been  reeeired. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  say  that  I  would  take  great  pleasure  in  hastening 
your  march  to  join  me,  by  sending  you  the  necessary  transportation, 
were  I  able  to  do  so.  I  have  sent  quite  a  number  of  wagons  to  Jack- 
son's Biver  to  transport  subsistence  stores  for  my  men  from  that  point. 
I  have  a  considerable  number  of  men  not  able  to  march  and  not  sick 
enough  for  the  hospital.  These  must  have  transportation.  I  have  left 
at  Camp  Arbuckle,  near  Lewisburg,  the  tents  of  my  people,  because  of 
the  appropriation,  for  the  purposes  just  stated,  of  the  wagons  intended 
for  their  transportation.  These  causes,  I  regret  to  say,  place  it  out  of 
my  power  to  comply  with  your  request. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  August  15,  1861. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  i&c. : 

Sir  :  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  your  approval  of  my  endeavors  to  obey 
your  orders  to  look  to  the  safety  of  my  command  and  the  proper  plans 
of  defense ;  and  I  am  especially  thankful  for  the  promise  of  your  influ- 
ence to  aid  me  in  obtaining  good  small  arms  and  for  instructions  as  to 
requisitions,  &c.  The  ammunition  for  my  howitzer  came  yesterday,  and 
this  morning  at  4  a.  m.  I  moved  a  corps  of  artillery,  with  eight  pieces, 
a  howitzer,  and  three  6-pounders,  with  three  companies,  under  Colonel 
Gibbs,  and  three  regiments  of  infantry  of  my  Legion  (in  all  about  2,000 
men),  to  join  General  Floyd  at  Meadow  Bluff  this  evening.  My  corps 
of  cavalry,  50  strong,  and  60  artillery,  with  two  pieces,  of  the  State 
volunteers,  are  already  there,  and  of  the  State  volunteer  cavalry  two 
companies  will  join  him  today  or  to-morrow,  making  my  re-enforce- 
ments to  him  about  2,600.  His  whole  force  I  understand  to  be  but  1,200 
all  told,  making  the  joint  force  by  to-night  3,800  troops.  This  is  enough 
to  check  the  enemy  until  I  can  have  the  two  State  volunteer  regiments, 
now  reduced  to  about  1,200,  got  ready  for  marching  orders.  They  are 
without  shoes,  tents,  clothing,  and  ammunition,  and  the  measles  is  rag- 
ing among  them,  and  cases  for  the  hospital  multiplying  daily.  I  leave 
Colonel  Tompkins  here  in  my  command,  who  will  report  to  you,  by  my 
orders,  my  instructions  to  him,  and  explain  their  import.  I  regret 
to  say  that  there  is  a  manifest  disposition  to  mutilate  my  command. 
General  Floyd  asked  me  when  here  to  transfer  the  State  volunteers  to 
his  brigade.  I  declined,  both  for  want  of  authority  and  inclination. 
Since  then  his  orders  have  been  almost  peremptory  to  send  one  cf  the 
regiments  to  him,  which  is  totally  unfit  for  ser\nce  in  every  respect. 
Colonel  Tompkins  is  faithfully  trying  to  have  it  ready  and  efficient 
They  were  the  men  who  guarded  Tyler's  Mountain  and  fought  at  Scarey 
unpaid,  unclothed,  unattended,  and  have  kept  the  field  among  deserters. 
I  am  obliged,  in  duty  to  them,  to  fit  them  for  the  field  before  they  march 
again.  Certain  infiuenees  have  crept  in  among  their  officers,  and  I  fear 
that  secret  applications  have  been  entertained  to  have  them  transferred. 
I  beg  you  will  protect  hearty  co-operation  against  any  such  attempts, 
which  I  shall  firmly,  but  calmly,  resist  to  the  utmost  of  my  authority. 
I  rely  upon  you,  sir,  to  interpose  admonition  to  all  in  time.    I  protest 
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that  I  desire  harmony  and  co-operation  in  every  sense  of  cheerfal,  as 
well  as  efficient  and  healthful,  service,  but  I  cannot,  in  honor,  submit 
to  have  my  brigade  mutilated  without  you  order  it.  I  refer  to  Colonel 
Tompkins  for  full  explanations,  and  be,  too,  seeks  the  maintenance  of 
bis  just  authority  and  the  observance  of  the  respect  due  to  him.  I  will 
be  ready  for  co-operation. 

Yours,  &c.,  HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General, 

P.  S. — My  excellent  secretary,  Mr.  Lucas,  has  extracted  from  frag- 
ments of  a  mail  thrown  out  by  General  Floyd  some  items  which  may 
aid  you.  Colonel  Croghan,  of  my  cavalry,  penetrated  the  Birch  Mount- 
ain and  captured  this  mail;  killed  2  and  captured  3— -a  captain,  a  cor- 
X>oral,  and  a  private. 


White  Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  August  16,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding: 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  order  of  yesterday,  re- 
ceived at  7  p.  m.,  and  it  shall  be  promptly  and  punctually  obeyed.  I 
have  procured  some  shoes;  enough,  1  hope,  to  supply  the  immediate 
wants  of  my  command.  Those  re^ments  were  first  supplied  which 
marched  this  morning  to  join  you  at  Meadow  Blufi',  and  now  the  regi- 
ments left  here  will  he  suppli^.  Transportation,  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
obtained,  shall  be  furnished,  but  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient ; 
and,  in  addition,  what  is  equally  necessar;^^  clothing  and  tents  shall 
be  furnisht^,  if  possil)le,  under  the  order  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  who 
is  in  command  of  the  State  volunteers,  forming  a  part  of  my  brigade. 
I  have  ordered  him  to  prepare  both  regiments  under  him  as  speedUy  as 
possible  to  join  me  under  your  command ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  those 
regiments  to  join  you  without  some  reasonable  and  necessary  delay.  To 
show  this,  in  respect  to  both  regiments,  1  send  you  copies  of  the  reports 
sent  to  me  yesterday  by  Colonels  Tompkins  and  McCausland.* 
BespectfuUy,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General, 

Manassas,  August  16, 1861. 

Mr.  President  :  The  subject  of  supplying  this  army  with  provisions 
gives  us  here  much  anxiety. 

In  this  connection  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  the  quantities  of 
some  articles  of  the  ration,  such  as  salt,  coffee,  and  bacon,  in  the  South- 
ern States  are  too  small  for  our  wants ;  that  we  will  probably  be  unable 
to  procure  bacon  enough  for  two  issues  a  week  until  that  of  the  next 
season  is  ready  for  use.  It  is  said  further  that  certain  responsible  busi- 
ness men  are  known  to  be  ready  to  undertake  to  introduce  a  large  stock 
of  bacon  into  the  Confederacy  and  at  a  price  far  below  that  now  paid 
in  Virginia,  the  payment  to  be  on  delivery,  and  in  Confederate  States 
funds.  I  would  make  this  arrangement  without  hesitation  were  the 
necessary  amount  of  money  at  my  disposal.  Permit  me  to  urge  its  adop- 
tion by  you,  and  an  order  to  the  Commissary-General  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  or  authority  to  myself  to  have  the  proper  persons  employed,  con- 
tracts made,  and  measures  taken  to  insure  their  fulfillment. 

•  Not  found. 
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I  will  not  apologize  for  tronbling  yoa  with  any  matter  which  seems 
to  me  to  demaud  prompt  action. 

Very  tmly,  your  Mend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


No.  11.1  Headquabters  Army  of  the  Kanawha^ 

On  the  marchy  forty  mile8  ice8t  o/LcwUburgj  Va.,  Aug.  16, 1861. 

General  Henrt  A.  Wise  : 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  an  order  has  been  issued  by  yon,  requiring 
the  officers  of  your  Legion  to  communicate  with  me  thrdtigh  you.  Such 
an  order  can  result  in  nothing  but  the  most  serious  embarrassment^  as 
your  headquarters  are  40  miles  from  my  position  and  that  of  some  of 
your  officers  cooperating  with  me.  You  will  see,  therefore,  the  neces- 
sity of  revoking  immediately  that  order,  if  such  a  one  has  been  issued. 

1  hope  you  will  hurry  up  all  your  available  force  to  my  support  I 
shall  in  all  human  probability  stand  in  great  need  of  them  almost  im- 
mediately. I  learnt  from  a  source  deemed  worthy  of  full  credit  that  a 
large  force  of  the  enemy  has  crossed  Ganley,  and  are  advancing  by  this 
road.  Two  hundred  of  their  wagons  have  b^n  counted  this  side  of  6au- 
ley.  There  is  the  utmost  need  for  promptness  and  speed  in  sending 
your  forces  to  my  support. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brig,  Qen.y  Comdg.  Forces  in  the  Valley  of  the  Kanawha. 


Headquarters,  Manasaasy  Auguet  17, 1861. 
To  the  President  : 

Mr.  President  :  I  took  the  liberty  yesterday  to  trouble  you  on  the 
subject  of  our  commissariat,  and  now  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  was  then  written. 

There  is  rarely  in  store  here  a  stock  of  provisions  sufficient  to  make 
us  feel  secure— never  enough  for  an  expedition  either  to  the  Potomac  or 
to  the  Blue  Ridge.  The  latter  may,  indeed  probably  will,  be  necessary; 
for  it  seems  to  me  unlikely  that  McGlellan  will  follow  General  Soott^ 
plans.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  have  always  here  stores  for  twelve  or 
fifteen  days  at  least.  We  have  now  for  two — if  the  flour  arrived  which 
was  expected  to-day. 

While  in  the  valley,  depending  upon  a  commissary  quite  new  to  the 
service,  we  had  alwaj  ^^ndance  of  those  portions  of  the  ration  which 
are  not  imported. 

I  am  sure  that  if  bacon  could  be  issued  four  times  a  week  instead  of 
twice,  our  Southern  troops  would  be  more  contented  and  far  healthier. 
The  last  consideration  is  fast  increasing  in  importance.  On  my  last 
morning  report  the  total  present  is  18,178 ;  the  sick  amount  to  4,809. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  glance  at  the  inclosed  papers. 
With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters, 
Eiehmondj  Fa.,  August  17, 1861. 
Brigadier-Gtoneral  Carson, 

Commanding  Virginia  Miliiiay  Winchesterj  Va. : 

Sir  :  At  the  earnest  request  of  several  citizens  of  Hardy  County  the 
governor  of  the  State  has  been  induced  to  recommend  that  the  miUtia 
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fiom  that  section  be  returned  to  their  homes,  as  it  is  believed  that  their 
prettenoe  there  will  be  of  service  in  preventing  the  inroads  of  the  Federal 
troops,  which  have  become  fireqnent  of  late.  Ton  will  therefore  direct 
the  men  from  Hardy  to  retam  to  that  county  nnder  Oolonel  Harness, 
who  will  make  such  disposition  of  them  as  may  best  conduce  to  the 
public  protection. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assittant  Adjutant-QeneroL 


Top  op  Big  Sewbll,  YntomiA, 

August  17, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  John  B.  Flotd,  Commandingj  ifeo. : 

Sm :  Lieutenant-Colonel  Croghan  sent  to  me  yours  to  him  of  the  15th 
instant,  giving  orders  to  him  directly  (and  yery  properly  under  the  cir- 
cumstances) of  the  apprehended  approach  of  the  enemy,  saying :  ^^  These 
orders  will  be  conveyed  to  you  after  this  through  General  Wise."  On 
the  16th,  at  or  near  Henning's,  while  present  with  my  command,  at  the 
head  of  my  column,  I  received  yours  of  that  day,  remonstrating  against 
my  general,  orders  to  my  command  that  orders  from  you  and  reports 
to  you  to  and  from  my  officers  should  be  communicated  through  me, 
on  the  ground  of  the  distance  of  my  headquarters,  &c.,  and  calling  on 
me  to  revoke  that  order.  On  the  same  day,  and  at  tiie  same  place, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bichardson,  of,  the  First  Infantry  Begiment  of  my 
Legion,  reported  to  me  in  person  your  order  to  him,  immediately  on  its 
receipt,  to  advance  with  all  the  force  under  his  command  to  join  you, 
and  ^^  any  ordern  whatever  in  any  way  conflicting  with  yours  you  thereby 
revoke.^  Desiring  most  cordially  and  cheerfully  to  co-operate  with 
your  command,  and  to  obey  and  cause  to  be  obeyed  all  orders  properly 
communicated  by  you,  I  extract  from  a  letter  of  instructions  from  Gen- 
eral Bobeort  E.  Lee,  dated  Headquarters,  Valley  Mountain,  August  14, 
1861,  the  following : 

As  Tegardfl  the  oommand  of  your  brigade,  the  military  propriety  of  commmiicating 
throagh  yoa  all  ordexB  for  its  movement  is  so  apparent  that  I  thhik  no  orders  ou  the 
subject  necessary. 

Bound  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  my  command,  and  whatever  is 
due  to  it  in  military  propriety,  I  respectfully  reply  to  your  order  to 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bichardson,  that  my  general  order  that  your  orders 
to  my  command  must  be  communicated  through  me  is  not  revoked. 

1  await  your  further  orders,  and  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


lio.  12.]  Headquabtebs  Kanawha  Forges, 

August  17,  1861. 

Obnbbal  :  You  will  occupy  with  your  command  the  encampment 
located  by  me  this  morning— the  top  of  the  Big  Sewell  Mountain. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Qeneral^  Commanding, 

P.  S. — ^Bemain  there  until  further  orders. 


792  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND    W.   VA.        [CJiup.  XIV. 

Headquabters  Abmy  of  the  Kanawha, 
Camp  on  the  Sewelly  Virginiay  August  18, 1861. 

GeDeral  Henby  A.  Wise: 

Sib:  I  learn  that  yonr  Third  Begimeut  is  some  distance,  probably 
12  or  15  miles,  in  your  rear.  If  this  be  so,  you  will  please  hurry  them,  as 
ve  shall  in  all  probability  have  need  of  them  to-morrow.  I  have  fallen 
back  to  this  point  from  Tyree's  on  account  of  the  advantage  of  posi- 
tion which  it  ofi'ers  for  making  a  stand.  I  hope  to  have  to-day  minnte 
and  accurate  information  of  the  movements  and  numbers  of  thiid  enemy. 
For  this  purpose  I  have  sent  out  large  scouting  parties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding  Forces  in  Kanawha  Valley. 


Top  op  the  Big  Sewell,  Vieoinia, 

August  18, 186L 
General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding,  dbc. : 
Sib  :  In  yours  of  the  14th  instant  you  say  to  me : 

A9  regards  the  command  of  year  brigade,  the  military  propriety  of  oommonioating 
through  you  all  orders  for  its  movements  is  so  apparent  that  I  Uiink  no  orders  on  the 
subject  necessary. 

I  regret  to  say  that  orders  on  the  subject  have  become  necessary  by 
the  action  of  General  Floyd,  which  my  letter  to  you  anticipated.  You 
will  please  understand,  sir,  that  when  I  marched  to  the  White  Sulphur 
I  left  my  whole  cavalry  force,  some  450,  in  the  rear  of  Meadow  Bluff, 
to  guard  and  scout  against  the  enemy,  checking  their  advance.  General 
Floyd,  with  about  1,200  men,  passed  on  to  Meadow  Bluff,  and  became 
interposed  between  my  post  at  the  White  Sulphur  and  my  cavalry 
advanced  on  this  road.  Passing  Meadow  Bluff,  he  addressed  the  fol- 
lowing very  proper  not«  of  command  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Groghan, 
of  my  Legion : 

Hkadquarters  Abmt  of  the  Kanawha, 
Camp  aix  miles  west  0/  Meadow  Muff,  Virginia^  Auffttst  15,  1861. 

St.  George  Croohan,  LieiUenanU  Colonel,  Fvrat  Cavalry : 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  note  of  this  evening,  by  messenger  from  Meadow  Bluff,  has  Just 
been  handed  me.  In  reply  I  send  you  orders  for  the  movement  of  your  own  troops 
and  all  others  belonging  to  the  Wise  Legion  that  may  be  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Meadow  Bluff.  Those  orders  will  be  convoyed  to  you  after  this  throoi^h  Qeneral 
Wise.  At  present  the  ]>osition  of  the  enemy  will  not  Justify  the  loss  of  an  hoar  in  the 
movement  of  troops  at  the  Bluff.  I  have  reliable  information  that  the  enemy  aro 
rapidly  advancing  and  are  very  near  here.  You  will  therefore  see  the  urgent  neces- 
sity for  an  earl}*^  movement  of  the  troops  at  and  near  Meadow  Bluff  in  the  morning.  I 
shall  move  from  this  point  t^nmorrow  morning  at  5  o'clock.  I  shaU  send  the  compa- 
nies of  infantry  to-night  to  the  relief  of  Colonel  Davis. 
Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Briffadier-Oeneral,  CommaKding, 

Previous  to  this  I  had  issued  an  order  to  my  command  that  all  orders 
to  them  from  General  Floyd  and  all  reports  to  them  from  him  must 
pass  through  me.  Yet  no  objection  could  reasonably  be  made  under 
the  supposed,  but  usual,  necessity  of  the  case  and  the  position  of  com- 
mands to  the  above  to  Lieutenant^Colonel  Croghan. 

Again  on  the  16th  I  was  on  my  march  with  my  First  and  Second 
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Begiments  of  infantry  and  corps  of  artillery,  and  on  tbe  evening  of  that 
day  reached  the  eastern  slope  of  Big  Sewell,  followed  by  my  Third 
Regiment  of  Infantry  (expected  here  to-day),  nearly  all  of  my  Legion, 
leaving  the  State  volunteer  regiments  to  come  on  as  early  as  Colonel 
Tompkins  could  refit  them,  showing  every  disposition  to  Join  General 
Floyd  promptly,  even  before  I  was  half  prepared  to  do  so  with  justice 
to  worn  and  destitute  troops.  At  Meadow  Bluff,  on  the  way,  present 
with  my  forces,  I  received  the  following  note  myself,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Richardson,  of  the  First  Begiment  of  Infantry,  received  the  one 
following  that : 

HEAl>QUAltTKB8  ABMT  OF  THE  KaNAWHA, 

On  ihe  march,  fortg  milM  west  of  LewiBburg,  Fa.,  August  16,  1861. 
General  Henrt  A.  Wise  : 

Sib  :  I  miderstand  that  an  order  has  been  usned  bv  yon,  requiring  tbe  offlcerB  of 
your  Liegion  to  commnnicato  with  me  throngh  yon.  SncJi  an  order  can  resolt  in  nothing 
but  the  most  serious  embarrassment,  as  your  headc^uarters  are  40  miles  from  my  posi- 
tion and  that  of  some  of  your  officers  co-ox>eratiog  with  me.  Ton  will  see,  therefore,  the 
necessity  of  immediately  revoking  that  order,  ir  such  a  one  has  been  issued. 

I  hope  you  will  hurry  up  all  your  available  forces  to  my  support.  I  shall  in  all  hu- 
man probability  stand  in  great  need  of  them  almost  immediately.  I  learned  from  a 
soorce  deemed  worthy  of  iuU  credit  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  have  crossed  Ganley 
and  are  advancing  on  this  road.  Two  hundred  of  their  wagons  have  been  counted 
this  side  of  Ganley.  There  is  the  utmost  need  for  promptness  and  speed  in  sending 
your  forces  to  our  support. 
I  am,  sir,  d&c, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General  of  Forces  in  the  VaUeg  of  the  Kanawha, 

To  Lieatenant-Golonel  Bichardson  he  says : 

Headquarters  Armt  of  the  Kakawha, 
On  ihe  moroft,  forty  milee  teeat  of  LewiBlmrg^  Va.,  August  16,  1861. 

Colonel  Richardson: 

Bib  :  Yon  are  hereby  ordered,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  to  advance  with 
aD  the  force  under  your  command  to  Join  me.    Any  orders  whatever  in  any  way  con- 
flicting with  this  I  hereby  revoke. 
KespectfnUy,  d^., 

JOHK  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneral,  ^ 

Neither  myself  nor  Colonel  Bichardson  has  noticed  either  of  these 
orders.  Yesterday  morning  General  f^loyd  oniered  me  to  occupy  this 
X>oiiit,  which  I  am  doing  until  his  further  orders.  He  advanced  5  miles; 
has  found  no  enemy,  except  some  scouts,  this  side  of  Ganley,  and  is 
now,  I  am  told,  returning,  his  advance  just  arriving.  We  are  here 
now  together,  he  with  about  1,200,  and  I  soon  with  about  2,000  of  my 
Legion,  with  this  question  of  communicating  orders  unsettlea.  My  offi- 
cers of  the  Legion  cannot  be  permitted  to  disregard  my  general  orders 
nor  to  take  orders  directly  from  General  Floyd,  and  I  shall  utterly  dis- 
regard his  attempted  revocation  of  it.  I  lay  the  case  before  you  in 
time  to  prevent  collision.  If  it  comes  it  shall  not  be  my  fault,  but  I 
will  resist,  by  lawful  and  respectful  means,  all  encroachments  on  my 
legitimate  command  and  the  respect  which  is  due  it.  I  will  abide  your 
orders,  sir,  and  await  your  interposition.  If  General  Floyd  desires  to 
attach  the  command  of  the  State  volunteers  (two  regiments)  now  under 
Colonel  Tompkins  to  his  brigade,  I  will  gladly  consent  to  it,  under  your 
orders.  Let  it  be  done  immediately,  and  leave  me  the  independent 
command  of  my  Legion.  I  beg  for  this,  and  prefer  to  take  orders  from 
you.  My  men  will  fare  better,  and  our  cause  will  be  better  ser\'ed. 
The  enemy  have  not  crossed  Gauley  at  all  in  any  considerable  force, 
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and  have  now  entirely  retired.  I  am  ignorant  of  the  recent  movement 
Three,  or  two,  or  one  thousand  men  cannot  be  subsisted  between  Little 
Sewell  and  G^nley  without  great  sacrifice.  My  regiments  are  reduced 
by  measles  50  per  cent  and  the  cavalry  are  ruined ;  nothing  but  hay, 
and  no  shoes. 

With  the  highest  respect 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  Qtm/eroL 


No.  13.]  Headquabtebs  Kanawha  Foboes, 

A^kQWi  19, 186L 
General  Henbt  A.  Wise  : 

Sib  :  I  received  last  night  yours  of  the  16th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
military  propriety  of  transmitting  from  these  headquarters,  through  you, 
orders  touching  your  command.  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  mili- 
tary propriety  of  thus  communicating  orders  affecting  any  part  of  the 
troops  composing  your  Legion  immediately  under  your  command  has 
never  been  questioned  by  me.  I  was  informed  that  you  had  issued  a  gen- 
eral order  to  the  officers  of  your  command  not  to  communicate  informa- 
tion of  any  kind  directly  to  me,  but  first  through  you  only.  This  will 
necessarily  result  in  requiring  your  officers  to  disobey  the  orders  of  your 
superior,  should  an  occasion  arise  which  in  my  opinion  rendered  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  give  an  order  directly  or  to  demand  a  report  to  be  made 
directly  to  me  by  any  officer  of  your  Legion.  If  such  an  order  has  been 
issued,  you  must  see  the  necessity  of  its  being  immediately  counter- 
manded. Should  troops  be  detached  from  your  command,  I  am  the  judge 
Qf  the  propriety  whether  my  orders  should  be  transmitted  through  you 
or  directly  to  the  officer  in  command. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oammanduig. 


Big  Sewell,  Yibginla.,  August  19, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Flotd,  Oommandingj  &c. : 

SiB:  1  have  received  your  note  of  this  day,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the 
16th  instant,  and  regret  that  it  disclosed  some  difference  of  understand- 
ing between  us  as  to  the  relations  of  our  respective  commands,  and  some 
misapplication,  I  apprehend,  of  the  military  propriety  even  about  which 
we  agree.  To  make  my  views  clear  I  will  call  to  your  mind  the  differ- 
ent forces  which  constituted  my  command  when  yours  became  united 
to  it,  and  when,  as  senior  in  commission,  yon  became  superior.  My 
command  consisted,  first,  of  my  Legion;  secondly,  of  the  State  volun- 
teer force;  and,  thirdly,  of  the  militia,  under  General  Beckley,  assigned 
by  orders  of  the  President  and  General  Lee.  The  whole  of  that  force 
is,  and  ever  has  been  since  assigned  to  me,  ^^imm^iately  under  my  com- 
mand,^  I  am  informed  of  no  order,  from  any  authority  whatever,  de- 
taching any  of  these  forces  from  my  immediate  or  other  command.  But 
withoat  detaching  Colonel  Eichaidson  from  my  command,  and  while  I 
was  marching  to  join  you,  yon  directed  an  order  to  him,  purporting  to 
revoke  a  general  order  of  mine,  of  which  you  were  incorrectly  informed, 
and  while  I  was  present,  leading  him,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  ana 
was  at  the  head  of  my  column  at  the  time. 
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You  say  that  you  was  infonned  that  I  had  iiisaed  a  general  order 
to  the  officers  of  my  Gommand  not  to  oommanicate  information  of  any 
kind  directly  to  yon,  but  first  throngh  me  only.  Permit  me,  respectfully, 
to  say  that  had  you  required  me  to  inform  yon  what  general  orders  £ 
had  issued,  I  would  have  copied  and  sent  to  you  the  following  General 
Orders,  No.  82,  the  only  one  relating  to  the  matter  which  I  had  issued, 
and  which  will  assure  you  how  erroneous  was  the  information  given  you 
of  its  character,  to  wit : 

OnntRAL  Orders,  ?  Hsadquartkrs  Wisb's  Brigadk, 

No.  82.  5  White  Smlpkmr  ifprimg$,  Va.,  Auffu$t  14, 1861. 

General  John  B.  Floyd,  senior  in  oommiasion  to  General  Wise,  having  aaaumed 
eomiuand  of  the  Department  of  the  Kanawha  Vallev,  wUl  be  obeyed  and  respected 
accordiiiffly.  All  oraers  from  him  to  this  brigade,  and  all  reports  Irom  this  brigade  to 
him,  wilTpass  throngh  General  Wise,  or  throngh  the  officer  at  the  time  commanding. 

By  order,  Ac, 

Thus,  you  see,  sir,  that  my  order  applied  not  only  to  my  Legion,  but 
to  the  entire  brigade  commanded  by  me,  and  that,  so  &r  fh>m  require 
ing  my  officers  to  disobey  the  orders  of  my  superior,  it  expressly  enjoins 
both  obedience  and  respect,  and  prescribed  only  tne  proper  formality 
to  secure  both  to  the  command  of  my  superior.  And  now,  in  respect 
to  detaching  portions  of  my  command  and  removing  them  ih>m  my  im- 
mediate orders,  I  refer  you  again  to  instructions  to  me  from  General 
Jjee.  In  the  same  letter,  of  August  14, 1861  (the  day  of  my  general 
orders)^  in  which  he  said,  ''as  regards  the  command  of  your  brigade, 
the  military  propriety  of  communicating  through  you  all  orders  for  its 
movement  is  so  apparent,  that  I  think  no  orders  on  the  subject  neces- 
sary,"  he  adds: 

I  have  always  supposed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  President  to  give  a  distinct 
organization  to  yonr  Le^on,  and  for  it  to  be  under  yonr  command,  snQect  of  coarse 
to  do  service  under  the  orders  of  a  senior  officer.  General  Floyd,  I  think,  understands 
this,  and  I  apprehend  no  embairassment  on  the  subject. 

He  also  adds,  in  contrast  or  opposition  to  this : 

As  regards  the  troops  hitherto  with  your  Legion  f meaning  the  State  volunteers  and 
militia),  it  is  within  the  province  of  the  commanding  general  to  continne  them,  as 
hitherto,  under  your  command,  to  brigade  them  separately,  or  detach  them,  as  the 
good  of  the  service  may  require. 

Thus,  sir,  I  am  instructed  to  command  my  Legion  as  a  distinct  organi- 
zation, subject  to  do  service  under  the  orders  of  a  senior  officer,  com- 
municated through  me.  It  cannot  be  discontinued  from  my  command 
except  by  orders  of  the  President  or  by  due  course  of  military  law.  It 
cannot  be  brigaded  separately  or  detached  from  my  command,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  by  a  senior  only,  for,  if  it  may  be  detached  in  part,  it  may  b^ 
in  the  whole,  and  a  junior  brigade  might  be  dissolved  by  being  detached, 
so  as  to  merge  it  into  the  senior.  Kor  can  it  be  mingled  with  your  com- 
mand, except  to  unite  in  the  service,  under  your  orders,  passed  through 
me,  for  it  is  a  distinct  organization.  But  as  respects  the  State  volun- 
teer forces  and  the  militia  the  case  is  otherwise.  As  yet  there  have 
been  no  orders  from  ycu  to  discontinue  my  command  of  them,  but  you 
may  so  order,  or  you  may  brigade  them  or  detach  them.  In  respect 
to  these  troops,  I  will  cheeriully  accede  to  either  order  and  obey  it 
promptly.  But  in  respect  to  my  Legion,  sir,  I  must  respect  my  sense 
of  duty  to  maintain  its  command  as  my  own^  subject  to  your  superior 
orders  to  do  service.  Its  entirety  will  be  maintained  by  me,  and  I  will 
not  consent  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  it  being  detached.  If  the  con- 
traiy  is  claimed  as  your  province,  I  will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  apx>eal- 
ing  to  the  superiors  of  both  you  and  myself  in  command.    In  the  mean 
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time,  and  in  the  &ce  of  the  enemy,  I  trnst  \^e  may  rationally  adjnst  our 
relative  oommandB,  and  harmoniously  co-operate,  by  your  detachiug 
from  my  command  all  the  forces  except  my  Legion  and  leaving  that  in 
t^e  category  described  by  General  Lee* 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Special  Obdebs,  \ 

No.  — .  f  Camp  Wise,  Va.,  August  19, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  will  take  up  the  line  of  march  to-morrov 
at  7.30  a.  m.,  and  proceed  with  all  the  forces  under  his  command  in  the 
direction  of  the  Kanawha  Valley,  by  way  of  the  James  Biver  and  Kana- 
wha turnpike.  He  will  place,  for  the  march,  his  artillery  uext  to  his 
advanced  guard  of  cavalry^  and  his  horse  in  the  rear  of  his  column. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gfen.  JohnB.  Floyd,  commanding,  &c.: 

WILLIAM  E.  PETERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General j  FlaycPs  Brigade, 


Headquabtebs  Wise's  Division, 
Camp  Arbucklej  Fa.,  August  19, 1861. 

Brig.  Qeu.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding  Forces^  dee. : 

SiB:  I  have  received  your  note  of  orders  for  7.30  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning.  The  part  relating  to  the  cavalry  will  require  Colonel  DaAis 
to  be  notified  to  fall  back  with  his  command  in  your  advance,  in  order 
to  comply  with  your  order  to  proceed  with  my  whole  command  and  to 
place  a  portion  of  my  cavalry  in  front  and  rear.  Colonel  Davis  and 
LieutenantColonel  Croghan  have  been  stationed,  under  your  orders, 
where,  exactly,  I  do  not  know.  Will  you  please  huve  a  messenger  dis- 
patched to  Colonel  Davis  to  &11  back  and  meet  me  on  the  march,  to 
form  the  order  of  march  under  your  command!  A  portion  of  the  cav- 
alry of  my  command  are  at  Meadow  Bluff,  and  I  will  order  them  up 
immediately.  Am  I  to  consider  the  detachment  of  artillery  which  you 
borrowed  as  included  in  your  order  in  respect  to  my  whole  command  f 
They  have  not  yet  been  detached  from  my  oommaod,  and  were  to  be  re- 
turned to  me  in  a  week.  We  are  deficient  in  wagons.  It  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  take  our  ammunition  or  to  move  with  all  our  baggage  and  tents. 
Can  you  assist  ns  with  wagons  t 
Very  respectfully, 

HENBT  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


No.  16.]  Camp  Wise,  Ya.,  August  19, 18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise: 

Sm:  General  Floyd's  order  of  this  date  is  hereby  countermanded  in 
so  far  as  you  will  take  up  the  line  of  march  tomorrow  at  9.30  a.  m., 
instead  of  at  7.30  a.  m.,  as  specified  in  said  order.  Colonel  Davis  had 
orders  from  Geueral  Floyd  yesterday  to  report  to  him  at  these  head- 
quarters, for  the  purpose  of  taking  command  of  the  cavalry  here,  with 
a  view  to  its  better  organization.  A  copy  of  said  order  is  herewith  sent 
you.    General  Floyd  was  not  aware  until  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
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tbe  absence  of  Colonel  Davis  from  the  command  temporarily  assigned 
him  here.  As  requested,  Colonel  Davis  will  be  ordered  to  fall  back  and 
meet  yon  on  yonr  march.  General  Floyd  will  detach  from  yonr  com- 
mand all  the  forces  not  belonging  to  your  Legion,  hence  the  detachment 
of  artillery  at  these  headquarters  is  not  included  in  his  order  in  respect 
to  yonr  command. 

As  stated  in  a  former  communication  to  you,  General  Floyd  is  de- 
ficient in  the  means  of  transportation.  If,  however,  he  ascertains  to- 
morrow morning  that  he  can  spare  any  wagons,  it  wiU  afford  him  very 
great  pleasure  to  place  them  at  your  command. 

By  Older  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  commanding  forces,  &c.: 

WILLIAM  B.  PETERS, 
AsHsiant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  FlcyWs  Brtgade. 


Manassas,  Auguat  19, 1861. 
To  the  President: 

Mr.  President  :  On  the  22d  of  July,  just  before  Brigadier-General 
Holmes  returned  to  Fredericksburg,  he.  General  Beauregard,  and  my- 
self agreed  as  to  the  expediency  of  erecting  at  Evansport  a  work  capable 
of  resisting  a  coup  de  main.  This  work^  it  was  further  agreed,  General 
Holmes  was  to  have  constructed  immediately.  He  selected  for  its  arma- 
ment five  of  the  captured  guns,  the  30-pounder  and  two  small  Parrott 
ritles,  and  two  12-pounder  howitzers,  which  I  had  sent  to  him  a  day  or 
two  after.  I  was  much  surprised  yesterday  to  learn  that  the  work  had 
not  been  commenced.  We  think  it  of  great  importance;  that  its  effect 
would  be  to  prevent  the  turning  that  position  on  its  right  by  the  enemy. 
It  will  therefore  be  begun  by  us.  The  guns  which  General  Holmes  still 
has  should  be  sent  to  the  pla^e,  however,  and  for  the  thorough  command 
of  the  Potomac  three  or  four  of  the.  large  rifles,  which  it  is  understood 
have  been  made  in  Eichmond,  should  be  added,  and  a  detachment  from 
Fredericksburg  might,  I  think,  be  advantageously  employed  in  coi^juuc- 
tion  with  ours. 

While  on  this  subject  may  I  suggest  that  this  frontier  of  the  Potomac 
would  better  form  one  command  than  twof  Colonel  Wigfall  has 
reported,  and  without  other  field  officers.  I  was  glad  to  find  it.  so, 
because  it  gives  me  a  hope  that  you  will  believe  that  my  Texan  friend, 
B.  A.  Howard,  is  the  fittest  Texan  living  for  military  service.  He 
served  with  me  four  years  in  Texas  on  Indian  service.  In  that  I  formed 
the  highest  opinion  of  his  military  character — an  opinion  which  I  shared 
with  his  West  Point  associates  of  highest  standing,  such  as  Whiting, 
Bee,  and  E.  K.  Smith.  He  accompanied  Bee  in  the  recent  camjpaign. 
In  the  battle  I  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  him,  and  was  delighted 
with  his  conduct  and  enthusiastic  courage.  Colonel  Wigfall  says  that 
this  appointment  would  be  agreeable  to  him. 

We  hear  of  several  officers  as  in  Bichmond  who  would  be  of  great 
value  here.  Colonels  Van  Dom  and  Walker  among  them.  We  require 
more  brigade  commanders.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  whole  strength 
is  to  be  put  forth.  In  this  connection  let  me  recommend  as  two  of  the 
best  officers  whose  services  we  can  command,  G.  W.  Smith  and  Lovell. 
They  are  as  fit  to  command  divisions  as  any  men  in  our  service. 
Smith  is  a  man  of  high  ability,  fit  to  command  in  chief.  These  two 
have  not  come  forward,  because,  not  belonging  to  seceded  States,  they 
didn't  know  how  officers  would  be  received.  Perhaps  they  have  not 
taken  the  right  course.    At  any  rate  they  have  always  wanted  to  serve 
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VLB.  They  are  now  in  Lexington,  Ky.  I  venture  to  reoommend,  too, 
from  the  importance  of  his  position,  that  our  chief  quartermaster  have 
the  provisional  rank  of  colonel. 

Most  respeotfuUy.  your  Mend  and  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


BlOHMOND,  Ya.,  AUffWt  20, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Obnebal.  :  Frequent  complaints  have  'been  made  to  me  of  improper 
food  for  the  well  and  a  want  of  care  for  the  sick.  I  most  respectfully 
invite  your  attention  to  both  these  subjects,  and  hope  that  abuses  may 
be  promptly  corrected.  Is  it  not  prapticaole  to  construct  bake-ovens 
at  or  near  Manassas,  that  good  bread  may  be  snpplieid  to  the  troops  f 
The  main  complaint  is  of  bad  bread  and  of  inattention  to  the  sick.  I 
have  repelled  grumblers,  but  the  clamor  has  increased  in  spedflcations 
until  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to  obtain  the  facts  from  you.  Captains 
and  colonels,  instead  of  correctiag  evils  by  personal  attention,  seem  to 
have  been  the  sources  of  no  small  part  of  the  impressions  received  and 
circulated.  I  have  for  some  time  designed  to  organize  a  medical 
board  to  examine  the  appointees,  and  hope  soon  to  do  so. 
Your  Mend^ 

JEFFEBSON  DAVIS. 


Bia  Sewell,  Ya.,  August  20, 1861—6.15  a.  m. 

Capt  William  E.  Petebs, 

A89vitant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  <fie.,  FUnyWs  Brigade  : 

Sib  :  Please  inform  General  Floyd  that,  owing  to  one  of  my  infkntiy 
ammunition  wagons  breaking  down,  I  fear  delay  in  advancing  at  the 
hour  ordered,  but  every  means  of  transportation  shall  be  exertra. 
BespectAilly, 

HBNEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Cahep  Wise,  Ya.,  August  20, 1861. 

Oeneral  Henby  A.  Wise? 

Sib  :  I  am  instructed  by  Oeneral  Floyd  to  say  to  you  that  he  cannot 
spare  you  any  wagons.    He  finds  that  he  has  not  enough,  by  a  good 
many,  for  the  transportation  of  the  equipments  of  his  own  people  and 
their  provisions. 
By  order  of  Brig.  €ton.  John  B.  Floyd : 

WILLIAM  E.  PBTBES, 
Assistant  A^utant-Oeneralj  FhyWs  Brigade* 


No.  17.]  Debt's,  at  Foot  op  Sunday  Boad,  Va., 

August  20, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  die. : 

I  hastened  on  in  person  to  the  front  this  morning.  Found  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Groghan  reported  in  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  advance  oa 
the  Sunday  and  Hopping  roads,  and  sent  two  companies  of  cavalry  to 
re-enforce  him  and  cover  his  retreat.    The  scoute  came  in  immediately 
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afterwards  from  the  Sunday  and  Hopping  toads,  reporting  they  were 
fired  upon,  and  I  heard  three  volleys,  apparently  finom  the  Hopping  road. 
Cor  soonts  killed  2  on  the  Sunday  road,  and  Lieatenant-Golonel  Groghan 
bad  two  enooanters  on  the  turnpike ;  the  first  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
beyond  Piggot's,  killing  2  and  taking  2  prisoners  of  the  enemy.  The 
second  was  about  2  p.  m.,  half  mile  this  side  of  Hawk's  Nest,  at  Hamil* 
ton's,  losing  1  man  of  Captain  Buchanan's  company,  and  3  wounded. 
The  latter  are  in  a  wagon,  sent  back  to  a  surgeon.  A  surgeon,  if  possi- 
ble, should  be  sent  to  the  cavalry  in  front.  Colonel  Croghan  has  been 
met  by  aliout  580  of  the  enemy  at  Hawk's  Nest,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
retire.    He  will  report  more  in  detail  to  you. 

Having  executed  your  special  orders,  I  send  him  back  to  bring  up 
the  cavalry  of  my  Legion  in  the  rear.  Several  companies  are  there,  re- 
fitting and  recruiting  men  and  horses  exhausted  and  worn-out  by 
excessive  scouting.  Several  troops  of  your  brigade  are  very  much  shat- 
tered, and  I  have  ordered  Colonel  Croghan  to  take  them  to  the  rear  to 
get  horses  and  some  grain.  I  will  order  the  best  of  the  cavalry  to  be 
detailed  for  an  advance  guard.  I  think  the  enemy  will  be  in  force  to- 
night at  Hawk's  Nest,  and  we  ought  to  hare  a  strong  artillery  and 
infantry  force  at  Dogwood  Gap  and  upon  the  Sunday  and  Hopping 
roads.    The  advance  should  be  made  to-uight 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Bngadier-OenerdL 


Headquarters, 
VdUeif  Mauntainj  Fa.,  August  21, 1861. 

General  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Commanding  WMs  J^egionj  Campj  SewM  Mauntainy  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  and,  accord- 
ing to  your  request,  have  issued  the  accompanying  sx>ecial  orders,  of  this 
date,  placing  the  Twenty-second  and  Thirty-sixth  Regiments  of  Virginia 
Volunteers  subject  to  the  assignment  of  the  commanding  general  of  the 
Army  of  the  Kanawha,  and  confining  your  immediate  command  to  that 
of  the  Wise  Legion,  as  organized,  by  direction  of  the  War  Department. 

It  is  prapety  as  well  as  necessary,  for  the  commanding  general  to 
organize  his  troops  in  the  field  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  serv- 
ice. It  also  becomes  necessary  to  detach  troops  for  special  service 
from  their  appropriate  brigades,  and  thus  place  them  temporarily  under 
other  commanding  ofELcers.  The  rights  of  of&cers  are  not  thereby 
violated,  provided  they  are  under  their  senior  in  rank,  whose  orders 
are  always  respected  and  obeyed  in  w^-constituted  armies.  The 
necessities  of  war  require  the  organization  of  the  forces  to  be  adapted 
to  the  service  to  be  i)erformed,  and  sometimes  brigades  and  separate 
commands  have  to  be  remodeled  accordingly.  This  must  be  done  in 
accordance  with  the  judgment  of  the  commanding  officer.  l%e  trans- 
mission of  orders  to  troops  through  their  immediate  commanders  is  in 
accordance  with  usage  and  propriety.  Still,  there  are  occasions  when 
this  cannot  be  conformed  to  without  detriment  to  the  service.  Obedi- 
ence to  all  legal  orders  is  nevertheless  obligatory  upon  all  officers  and 
soldiers. 

These  remarks  are  not  supposed  to  be  necessary  for  your  information, 
but  to  show  why  I  have  not  considered  orders  on  the  subject  necessary. 
Feeling  assured  of  the  patriotism  and  zeal  of  the  officers  and  men  com- 
posing the  Army  of  the  Kanawha,  I  have  never  apprehended  any  em- 
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barrassment  or  interference  in  the  execation  of  their  respective  duties 
believing  they  would  make  everything  yield  to  the  welfare  of  the  re- 
pnblic. 

I  remain^  with  high  esteem^  yoar  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
General,  Commanding, 

[Inoloaore.] 

Special  Obdebs,  )  Headquabtebs, 

No.  243.  f  Valley  Mountainj  W.  Va.^  August  21, 1861. 

I.  The  Tweaty-second  and  Thirty-sixth  Begiments  Virginia  Yolnn- 
teers,  ander  Colonels  Tompkins  and  McCaaslaDd,  will  be  formed  into  a 
distinct  brigade,  or  be  attached  to  other  brigades  of  the  Army  of  the 
Kanawha,  as  the  commanding  general  of  that  army  may  determine. 

II.  The  Wise  Legion,  as  organized,  under  the  direxstious  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  will  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  Greneral  H.  A. 
Wit?e. 

XXL  The  militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States, 
together  with  all  the  troops  operating  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  will  be 
subject  te  the  orders  and  under  the  control  of  the  commanding  genersd 
of  the  Army  of  the  Kanawha. 

B.  E.  LEE« 
Qeneraly  Commanding. 


No.  18.]  Cabnifix  Febbt,  W.  Va., 

August  22, 1861—10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd: 

Sib:  Yesterday  you  left  two  pieces  of  artillery  at  Dogwood  Gap, 
which  have  been  ordered  to  this  point  this  morning.  These,  added  to 
my  eight  pieces,  make  ten  under  my  command.  Tour  verbal  orders 
to  me  now  are  to  have  four  pieces  of  artillery  crossed  over  the  Gaaley 
this  evening,  with  one  of  my  regiments  of  infantry.  Permit  me  to 
inquire  whether  you  order  four  of  my  pieces  in  addition  to  your  ownf 
And  will  you  please  state  in  written  orders  the  points  you  wish  me  to 
occupy  with  the  remaining  portions  of  my  Legion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  GeneraL 


Cabnipix  Febby,  W.  Va.,  August  22, 1861. 

Henby  a.  Wise,  Brigadier-General : 

Sib  :  You  will  please  send  me  four  pieces  of  your  artillery  in  addi- 
tion to  my  own  two }  also  one  of  your  regiments  (the  strongest),  to  have 
crossed  over  the  Gauley  this  evening.  You  will  likewise  please  send 
me  early  to-morrow — say  7  a.  m. — 100  of  your  most  efficient  horse. 
With  the  remainder  of  the  force  under  your  command  you  will  take 
such  a  position  as  will  enable  you  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy 
and  to  check  any  advance  by  them.  1  understand  that  the  regiments 
commanded  respectively  by  Colonels  McCausland  and  Tompkins  axe 
on  the  march  from  the  White  Sulphur  and  are  to-day  near  you.  Should 
the  force  of  your  command,  after  making  the  above  deductions,  be 
deemed  inefficient  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  enemy  and  checking 
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his  advance,  yon  will  retain  under  your  command  the  regiment  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Tompkins,  and  order  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Cansland  to  join  me  as  soon  as  practicable.  I  do  not  think  that  any 
serious  apprehensions  need  be  entertained  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
from  Gauley  Bridge.  Should  you  be  likewise  thus  persuaded,  you  will 
please  send  me  the  regiments  of  both  Colonels  McOausland  and  Tomp- 
kins. At  all  events  yon  will  keep  a  vigilant  eye  upon  the  movements 
of  the  enemy  and  keep  me  informed  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHlif  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier' Oenerdly  Commanding. 

P.  S. — Since  the  above  was  written  I  have  had  a  conversation  with 
Colonel  Heth.  which  induces  me  to  recall  my  request  for  one  of  your 
regiments.  I  will  try  and  make  good  my  i>osition  witb  my  own  force 
and  your  guns.  In  lieu  of  the  regiment  I  must  beg  of  you  to  send  me 
early  to-morrow  100  horse. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond^  August  22, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  ofPotomaCj  Ma/noMog^  Va, : 

General  :  In  transmitting  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  sent 
to  General  Holmes  on  the  subject  of  a  battery  at  Evansport,  I  am  in- 
structed by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  state  that  it  is  of  the  first  impor- 
tance that  a  competent  engineer  officer  should  be  sent  to  locate  the  work 
and  superintend  its  construction.  He  therefore  desires  that  you  will 
furnish  such  officer  firom  your  command,  and,  if  practicable,  detail  Cap- 
tain Stevens,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  for  that  duty. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  ol^dient  servant, 

s.  cooper; 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 

[Inokwarek] 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmond,  August  22, 1861. 

Gtoneral  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding  Frederieksburgy  Va. : 

General  :  In  answer  to  your  several  communications  on  the  subject 
of  the  establishment  of  a  battery  at  Evansport,  I  am  instructed  to  inform 
yon  that  it  was  intended  when  you  were  last  here  that  the  erection  of 
a  battery  at  Gray's  Point,  on  the  Bappahannock,  should  be  suspended, 
with  the  understanding  that  you  would  direct  your  attention  to  bat- 
teries on  the  Potomac,  the  point  above  your  position  being  preferred  to 
that  of  Mathias  Point,  if  equally  effective,  because  of  the  advantage  it 
possesses  of  being  in  the  direction  of  our  forces  at  Manassas.  You  will 
now.  therefore,  cause  to  be  erected,  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable, 
tbe  oattery  at  Evansport,  as  suggested  by  you.  General  Johnston,  to 
whom  a  copy  of  this  communication  will  be  sent,  will  be  instructed  to 
furnish  a  competent  engineer  officer  from  his  command  for  the  purpose 
of  locating  the  work  and  superintending  its  construction.  General 
Johnston  reports  that  you  had  arranged  with  him  when  at  Manassas  to 
have  the  work  constructed  at  Evansport  immediately  on  your  return, 
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and  that  yon  selected  for  its  annament  five  of  the  captared  gaDs.  viz, 
the  32-poaDder  and  two  small  Parrott  rifles  and  two  12-poiuider  how- 
itzerSy  which  he  had  sent  to  yon  a  day  or  two  after  yonr  interview  with 
him.  Besides  these  gnns,  Maijor  Anderson,  of  the  Tredegar  Works,  has 
been  instmctod  to  send  yon  a  rifled  columbiad  for  the  same  battery. 
It  is  presumed  these  gnns  will  be  a  sufficient  armament  for  the  battery 
in  qaestion.  If,  however,  the  rifled  colnmbiad  should  not  be  made 
available  at  Evansport,  it  is  conceived  it  might  be  used  with  effect  at 
the  mouth  of  Aquia  Creek. 

Very  respectftilly,  yours,  &c, 

S-  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OtneraL 


Camp  Oaxtlbt,  August  23, 186L 
Hon.  L.  P.  Waleeb,  Seeretary  of  War : 

Sm  :  Iliave  been  enabled,  after  some  days^  march,  to  cross  theGauley 
Biver  at  a  point  near  the  village  of  Summersville,  in  the  county  of 
Nicholas,  which  we  now  command.  It  has  been  heretofore  held  by  a 
strong  force  of  the  enemy,  and  constituted  an  important  link  in  their 
chain  of  communications  and  defenses  between  the  Kanawha  Biver  and 
the  forces  in  the  northeast,  under  Bosecrans.  I  learned  that  all  the 
forces  ftom  this  point  had  been  sent  to  the  mouth  of  Oauley,  with  a  con- 
fident expectation  of  an  attack  from  us  there.  Immediately  upon  hear- 
ing this  I  turned  suddenly  in  the  night,  and  by  a  forced  march,  and 
succeeded  in  crossing  the  (Pauley  Biver  25  miles  above  its  mouth,  and 
in  taking  possession  of  this  pass  and  position,  which  effectuallv  cuts  the 
enemy's  line  of  communication  and  enables  us,  when  sufficiently  strong, 
either  to  attack  General  Cox  in  his  flank  or  rear,  on  the  Kanawha  Biver, 
or  to  advance  against  the  flank  of  General  Bosecrans,  should  General 
Lee  so  direct 

If  three  good  regiments  could  be  sent  to  me  by  way  of  the  Kanawha 
turnpike  to  replace  the  Legion  of  General  Wise,  which  can  be  used  to 
better  advantage  by  General  Lee,  I  think  the  entire  valley  of  Kanawha 
can  be  speedily  reoccupied  and  i)ermanently  held.  I  cannot  too  strongly 
enforce  upon  you  the  importance  of  this  measure,  and  the  sooner  it  is 
done  the  better.  Newbem  and  Dublin  Depot,  on  the  Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee Bailroad,  would  be  the  best  point  to  start  from,  and  their  march 
to  Kanawha  Valley  would  be  through  Giles,  Mercer,  Baleigh,  and  Fay- 
ette, by  a  good  turnpike  road. 

The  militia  west  of  Kanawha  Biver  are  embodied,  and  I  hope  in  a  few 
days  to  render  General  Cox's  position  untenable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General,  C.  8.  Armg. 


No.  20.]  Headquabtebs  Abht  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Oauley,  Va.j  August  24, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise  : 

SiB :  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  have  abandoned 
all  idea  of  crossing  the  Gauley  Biver  in  force.  If  they  have  any  thought 
of  an  attack  upon  us  it  must  be  against  all  at  this  pointy  and  this  I 
greatly  doubt.  But  I  am  fully  able  to  defend  myself  against  the  com- 
bined forces  of  General  Cox  and  Colonel  Tyler  both  together,  and  court 
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their  assaalt.  I  learn  that  some  silly  reports  are  in  drcolation  among 
the  teamsters  and  camp  followers,  to  the  effect  that  I  am  in  danger  of 
being  sarronnded  and  cat  np.  I  hope  yon  will  take  pains  to  have  this 
silly  and  absurd  notion  exploded,  if,  indeed,  it  has  made  any  progress 
on  that  side  of  the  river.  Sach  an  idea,  however  absurd,  might  have 
a  tendency  to  demoralize  the  troops.  May  I  ask  yon  to  send  over  the 
mail,  with  all  dispatches.  *  I  have  ordered  a  strong  scouting  party  of 
my  cavalry,  still  on  tbe  left  bank  of  the  river,  to  proceed  to  Oauley 
Mountain,^ and  ascertain  the  position  of  the  enemy,  if  indeed  he  is  still 
on  that  side.  I  shall  be  able  to  cross  with  the  artillery  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier  General j  Commanding  tke  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 


Camp  at  Dogwood  Gap,  near  Sunday  Eoi^D, 

August  24, 1861—8.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Oten.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  &e*: 

Sis:  Your  messenger  met  me  within  the  hour,  returning  from  a 
personal  view  of  the  enemy.  I  could  get  no  reliable  information  from 
scouts  or  citizens,  and  determined  to  go  in  person  to  the  Gauley  Mount- 
ain and  see  their  camp  for  myself.  I  passed  our  camping  ground  and 
rose  the  gorc^e  on  the  other  side  of  Likeu's  Mill,  guided  by  Westlake. 
He  supposed  they  were  encamped  in  and  about  a  school-house  on  the 
hill.  I  got  to  the  turn  of  the  ascent  with  a  small  detachment  of  cavalry 
and  halted ;  dismounted,  with  Colonel  Davis  and  Adjutant  Tabb,  and 
went  directly  up  the  hill  into  their  camp  of  the  night  before,  at  the 
school-house.  At  first  it  appeared  as  if  evacuated,  but  going  farther 
and  observing  ahead  more  closely,  we  discovered  the  smoke  of  their 
camp  lieyond,  about  400  yards  distant.  We  returned  a  short  distance 
to  a  mound,  which  failed  to  command  a  view,  and  I  then  sent  Colonel 
Davis  and  Adjutant  Tabb  back,  who  got  a  pretty  close  sight  of  their 
sentinels.  The  camp  could  not  be  seen  fairly  without  exposing  our 
party,  but  the  immediate  neighbors  reported  them  to  be  about  700 
strong,  though  but  two  companies  had  occupied  the  school-house  last 
evening.  Mrs.  Wood,  Westlake's  daughter,  and  an  intelligent  servant, 
it  is  said,  escaped  from  their  camp  last  evening,  and  report  that  they 
have  moved  over  to  Bich  Creek.  -The  latter  is  the  only  indication  of 
an  intent  to  attack  yon.  To  watch  that  movement  I  detailed  the  return- 
ing scouts  from  Captain  Tyree's  company,  as  it  passed  here  to-day.  I 
also  detailed  Captain  Bailey  and  some  20  men  and  scouts  to  cross 
Bowyer's  Ferry  and  scout  that  and  Miller's  Ferry  to  Fayetteville  turn- 
pike down  to  Montgomery's  Ferry,  and  to  report  upon  the  practica- 
bility of  mounting  a  6  x>ounder  on  the  cliffs  on  the  south  side  of  New 
Biver,  to  give  a  plunging  shot  into  their  camp  and  barricades  at  Gauley ; 
and,  finally,  to  descend  into  their  rear  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  of 
the  Kanawha,  by  the  Loop,  or  Paint  Creek,  or  Coal  Biver.  This  to 
divert  them  from  an  attack  upon  you.  I  trust  you  will  approve  these 
orders.  I  have  ordered  all  my  available  and  shod  cavalry  to  guard  as 
low  down  as  Likcn's  Mill,  'and  shall  move  a  battalion  of  infantry  to  the 
same  point,  and  gradually  step  up  towards  the-  enemy.  Tomorrow  I 
will  order  a  daring  scout  of  the  Kich  Creek  road.  Colonel  Tompkins 
must  before  this  have  reached  Camifis  with  two  regiments,  less  than 
800  men.    They  have  been  reduced  less  than  one-half  by  desertion  and 
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measles.  I  sent  Captain  Corns'  cavalry  yesterday  and  Captain  Beck- 
ett^s  to-day  and  left  three  pieces  of  artillery  for  yoa.  thinking  Colonel 
Tompkins  wonld  bring  yon  two  pieces  besides.  The  loss  of  your  ferry- 
boat and  4«nien  was  dispatched  to  me  last  night  by  Qnartermaster 
Dnnn,  very  properly,  to  obtain  nails  and  plank  to  construct  a  new  and 
better  boat.  This  was  promptly  attended  to,  and  the  apprehension  it 
caused  was  doubtless  the  foundation  of  the  ^port  yoo  name.  I  do  not 
think  these  imports  will  damage  your  command  (if  the  enemy  do  not), 
but  I  will  endeavor  to  guard  you,  sir,  from  both  to  the  utmost  of  my 
power.  I  respectfully  submit  that  an  attack  from  Cotton  Hill  would 
have  a  strong  eft'ect  upon  the  enemy.  If  you  will  order  it,  sir,  I  will 
try  to  make  it  effectual,  if  artillery  can  be  taken  over  New  Biver  and 
up  its  clifis. 

Hespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Bngndier-  OtneraL 


No.  21.]  Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Kanawha, 

Augmt  24, 1861.    (Received  August  25—2.30  a.  m.) 

General  Henry  A.  Wise: 

Sib  :  I  have  this  evening  received  information  that  500  of  the  enemy 
are  encamped  within  5  miles  of  this  place.  Thid  is  probably  the  ad- 
vance guard  of  their  entire  force,  who  may  make  an  attack  upon  me 
to-morrow.  To  meet  this  contingency  you  will  send  down  to  the  river 
at  once,  upon  receiving  this,  one  of  your  regiments — ^the  strongest^ 
The  boat  will  be  ready  for  their  conveyance  across  the  river  by  daylight 
to-morrow  morning.  Should  subsequent  developments  prove  that  no 
attack  upon  me  is  intended,  your  regiment  will  be  sent  back  to  you. 
You  will  also  please  send  me  your  iron  howitzer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding^  Jtc. 

P.  S. — You  will  please  issue  forty  rounds  of  cartridges  to  the  men 
and  one  hundred  for  the  howitzer. 


Dogwood  Gap  Gamp,  August  24, 1861« 
General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  <3&c. ; 

SiB:  I  received  your  last  dispatch  this  morning,  and  I  confess  with 
a  heavy  heart.  The  general  instruction  is  that  my  command  is  inde- 
pendent in  its  organization,  and  cannot  be  detached,  yet  General  Floyd 
may  divide  and  detail  it  in  part,  subject  to  his  direct  orders,  in  any  propor- 
tion of  force,  so  as  to  deprive  me  of  all  opportunity  to  organize  and  protect 
it,  and  to  command  the  respect  from  it  which  I  must  have,  in  order  to 
make  it  efficient  or  to  be  myself  of  any  use  in  the  service.  To  be  plain, 
sir,  I  am  compelled  to  inform  you  expressly  that  every  order  I  have 
received  from  General  Floyd  indicates  a  purpose  to  merge  my  command 
in  his  own  and  to  destroy  the  distinct  organization  of  my  Legion.  We 
are  now  brought  into  a  critical  position  by  tl^o  vacillation  of  orders  and 
confusion  of  command. 

Two  days  ago  I  wasr  ordered  to  proceed  down  this  turnpike  to  meet 
the  enemy.  Everything  was  put  in  motion,  and  the  commands  were 
united  at  the  foot  of  Ganley  Mountain,  where  the  foe  was  found  in 
force.    We  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  21st.    That  night  General 
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Ployd,  for  the  first  time,  conferred  with  me,  and  I  concurred  in  a  plan 
to  attack  Camifix  Ferry,  on  the  Ganley,  while  he  should  hold  the  front 
on  the  tompike,  and  was  accordingly  ordered  to  proceed  that  night  at 
3  o'clock  to  take  and  cross  that  ferry.  He  was  to  check  the  enemy  in 
front  and  join  me  at  the  ferry,  after  covering  my  train  and  artillery, 
which  he  had  left  at  Dogwood  Gap.  At  3.30  o'clock  I  marched.  Found 
no  enemy  on  the  Sunday  road.  They  had  retreated  across  the  ferry, 
and  I  arrived  there  early  in  the  morning.  I  paused  to  get  breakfast 
while  looking  out  for  boats  on  which  to  cross.  The  enemy  had  sunk 
one  and  sent  the  other  adrift  over  the  falls.  I  had  scarcely  paused  before 
General  Floyd,  with  his  whole  force,  arrived  by  another  road,  leaving 
his  train  and  his  artillery  unprotected  on  the  turnpike.  The  rain  and 
mud  were  nearly  insufferable  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  the  men 
without  tents  after  a  night's  march.  In  the  course  of  the  day  he  changed 
orders  three  times,  and  at  last  ordered  me  to  divide  my  batteries,  giv- 
ing him  three  pieces  of  artillery,  with  a  detachment  for  the  guns,  and 
IW  horse  to  follow  across  the  Gauley.  The  sunken  boat  having  been 
raised — a  single  boat  of  the  smallest  size  for  a  country  ferry — he  ordered 
me,  with  the  remainder  of  my  command,  to  take  position  on  the  road 
and  check  the  enemy,  leaving  me  four  pieces  and  he  taking  six — ^four  of 
mine  and  two  of  his  own.  Under  these  orders  I  marched  back  yester- 
day to  Dogwood,  leaving  Captain  Hart,  with  my  detached  artillery,  on 
this  side  of  the  ferry^  awaiting  the  opportunity  to  cross,  General  Floyd 
having  taken  over  his  own  two  pieces.  Last  night  his  quartermaster 
dispatched  to  me  the  message  that  their  boat  sank  yesterday  and  went 
over  the  falls,  drowning  four  men,  and  that  all  means  of  communicating 
with  General  Floyd  are  cut  off  until  we  can  build  another  ferry-boat. 
He  has  with  him  only  about  1,000  men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  the 
enemy  having  about  4,000  men  at  Gauley  and  Bich  Creek,  and  within  a 
lew  hours'  march  of  him.  This  unfortunate  move  may  cut  him  to  pieces, 
but  Colonel  Tompkins  is  coming  up  with  about  750  men,  and  we  will  do 
what  we  can  to  cover  the  retreat  or  to  re-enforce  his  position. 

I  now  ask  to  be  entirely  detached  from  all  union  with  General  Floyd's 
command.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  present  this  request  to  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War  for  me.  I  am  willing,  anxious,  to  do  and  sufier  any- 
thing for  the  cause  I  serve,  but  I  cannot  consent  to  be  even  subor- 
dinately  responsible  for  General  Floyd's  command,  nor  can  I  consent  to 
command  in  dishonor.  I  have  not  been  treated  with  respect  by  General 
Floyd,  and  co-operation  with  him  will  be  diificult  and  disagreeable,  if 
not  impossible.  I  earnestly  ask  that  while  he  is  attempting  to  penetrate 
Gauley  I  may  be  allowed  to  operate  in  separate  command  from  him, 
but  aiding  his  operations,  by  being  ordered  to  penetrate  the  Kanawha 
Valley  on  the  south  side,  by  the  Loop  or  Paint  Creek,  or  by  the  Coal 
Biver;  or  send  mo  anywhere,  so  I  am  Irom  under  the  orders  of  General 
Floyd. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  General 

Headquabters  Wise's  Legion, 

At  But^j  Va.,  August  25, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  &c. : 

Sib  :  Captain  Tabb  being  absent,  I  inclose  the  following  memorandum : 

August  25,"l8ai. 

A^atant  Taft  will  forward  a  iliMpatcb  to  General  Floyd,  stating  that  the  enemy  in 
my  front,  in  largu  force,  buYu  cat  the  cavalry,  nnder  Colouol  Jenkins,  to  pieces,  and 
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J  am  moving  forward  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  picked  corps  of  infiintry,  to  meet 
the  enemy,  and  thin  will  delay  the  rpfimont  to  be  eent  to  him. 

HENBT  A.  WISE, 

Very  respectfully, 

DAS'L  B.  LUCAS. 


Dogwood,  Ya.,  Auguit  25, 1861—6  p.  m. 

Brigadier-Gtoneral  Floyd,  Commandingy  dse.: 

Sib  :  I  wrote  to  yoa  a  hurried  note  this  morning*  to  excase  my  delay 
in  ezecnting  orders  to  send  a  regiment-  Colonel  Jenkins'  cavalry  (the 
Kelson  and  Lee  Bangers)  got  into  a  severe  skirmish  to-day,  in  which 
they  were  completely  ambuscaded  by  about  700  infantry  and  suffered 
much.  With  untrained  horses  and  men.  they  broke  very  badly  and  left 
the  commander  with  but  few  men  rallied.  None  were  killed,  but  some 
8  or  10  badly  wounded  and  several  horses  killed  and  crippled.  The 
disaster  called  out  my  infantry  in  force  and  delayed  my  sending  the 
regiment  this  morning.  It  shall  be  at  the  Camifix  Ferry  early  to-morrow 
morning,  and  I  will  have  my  whole  force  ready  to  re-ei]dforce  yon.  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel  Croghan  is  at  Meadow  Blufd 
Very  respectftOly, 

HENBT  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  Oenerat 

[This  note  was  written  at  the  head  of  his  colnmn  by  Oeneral  Wise, 
leading  against  the  enemy  (in  the  direction  of  Hawk's  Nest).  Bichard- 
son's  regiment  was  already  drawn  up  and  about  to  start  to  Camifix,  when 
the  rout  of  Jenkins'  cavalry  caused  the  reverse  movement. — D.  B.  L.] 


No.  22.]  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Oauley^  Fa.,  August  25, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise: 

Sir  :  I  am  obliged  to  yon  for  the  information  you  impart  to  me  about  the 
enemy.  Although  meager,  it  is  all  I  have  heea  able  to  gather  from  that 
locality  since  I  crossed  the  river.  The  enemy  no  doubt  are  within  a 
few  miles  of  me,  but  in  what  force  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  up 
to  this  time.  It  may  be  the  whole  force  of  their  combined  column,  for 
I  supposed  from  the  first  that  their  object  would  be  to  repossess  them- 
selves of  all  the  country  this  side  of  Gauley.  Hence  the  probabilities 
are  that  the  force  in  our  neighborhood  is  the  advance  guard  of  the  entire 
command  at  Gauley  Bridge.  Of  this  I  hope  to  know  more  before  morn- 
ing. If  they  come  against  me  with  all  their  people  you  ought  to  give 
me  the  benefit  of  your  whole  force,  which  would  still  leave  us  inferior  to 
them  in  numbers.  In  this  view,  therefore,  I  think  for  the  present  you 
had  better  ^ot  get  your  force  beyond  supporting  distance.  With  one 
regiment  at  the  river  and  your  others  at  Dogwood  Gap,  ready  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning,  I  would  look  upon  my  i>osition  here  as  nearly 
impregnable.  If  the  enemy  do  not  make  a  movement  against  me,  which 
must  be  determined  within  twenty-four  hours,  then  no  doubt  your  plan 
of  operations  for  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha  is  the  correct  one,  and 
must  result  in  driving  them  from  the  Kanawha  Valley.  If  those  opera- 
tions are  properly  sustained  by  energetic  measures  on  this  side  of  the 
■"  ■  ■       '  »  * 

*  See  Lncaa  to  Floyd,  preceding. 
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Kanawha  immediately  upon  aacef  taining  certainly  the  action  of  the  en- 
emy in  this  direction,  I  will  give  orders  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing 
views.  I  am  without  a  field  officer  for  cavalry.  WiU  yon  oblige  me  by 
detailing  Colonel  Groghau  for  special  service  with  me  for  a  i^ort  time, 
until  I  can  be  supplied  f  He  can  be  of  service  to  me  if  yon  can  spare 
him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawha. 


Ko.  23.]  HEADQtTABTEBS  ABSIT  OF  THE  EANAWHA, 

August  25, 1861—3  p.  m. 
General  Henby  A.  Wise: 

Sib:  The  enemy  are  very  near  ns;  their  advance  guard  within  3  miles. 
Yon  will  dispatch  your  strongest  regiment  to  my  support  and  hold  your 
entire  command,  if  you  can  do  this,  within  supporting  distance. 
Very  resi>ecttully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
CommawUng  ForeeSy  do* 

In  the  absence  of  General  Floyd  I  have  signed  the  above  order. 

WILLLA.M  E.  PETEES, 
AssiHant  Adjutant-General^  Floyd! b  Brigade. 

3.30  p.  m.— Enemy  advancing  in  battle  array. 

W.  B.  P. 


Special  Obdebs,  )       Hbqbs.  Valley  Mountain,  Vibginia, 

No.  — .  )  Auguet  25, 1861. 

I.  Brig.  G«n.  T.  T.  Fanntleroy,  Provisional  Army  of  Virginia,  at  his 
own  request,  is  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  troops  in  and  about 

Bichmond. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

IIL  Fame  the  officer  to  relieve  General  Fanntleroy  or  to  command 
the  different  camps,  &c. 
By  order  of  General  Lee: 


Headquabtebs,  Valley  Mountain,  VmaiNiA. 

Lieut.  Col.  Geobge  Deas,  AeeiBtant  Adjutant-Jjfeneral : 

Colonel:  Above  you  have  an  order  relieving  General  Fanntleroy 
firom  duty,  in  accordance  with  his  request.  Before  issuing  it^  please  see 
as  to  his  successor,  and  append  another  paragraph,  appointing  him  to 
the  command.  If  Colonel  Dimmock  can  attend  to  the  duty^  appoint 
him,  and.  if  necessary,  see  General  Cooi>er  on  the  subject  1  have  no 
news.  The  constant  rains  and  travel  have  made  the  roads  almost  im- 
passable, and  the  effort  is  to  supply  the  troops  with  provisions.  Other 
movements  are  at  a  stand.  I  sent  Mayo  to  Bichmond  to  report  to  you, 
on  account  of  his  health,  which  was  suffering  from  the  exposure.  Sign 
the  above  order  when  completed  as  usuaJ. 
Very  truly, 

B.  E.  LEE. 
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P.  S. — Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  issued  the  order  fh>m  the 
Adjntant-General's  Office,  diverting  the  Fourteenth  North  Carolina 
Begiment  from  this  column  to  Greneral  Floyd's.  The  second  paragraph 
being  unnecessary,  I  have  consequently  erased  it.  Be-eniorcements 
are  wanted  on  this  line.    Can  any  be  had  f 


EiCHHOND,  Afigu8t  26, 1861. 
General  B.  E.  Lee,  Staunton^  Va, : 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  be  informed  that 
your  requisitions  for  clothing  are  being  filled  and  the  articles  forwarded. 
He  also  wu«hes  you  to  be  informed  that  Colonel  McDonald  had  previ- 
ously to  your  orders  to  him  been  directed  to  proceed  with  his  regiment 
to  Hampshire  County,  to  carry  out  his  original  instructions  in  that  quar- 
ter, which  were  highly  important. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General 


BiGHMOND,  August  26, 1861. 
Acyutant-General  Coopeb,  Confederate  Army  : 

GeiNEBAL  :  In  answer  to  the  petition*  of  the  county  court  of  Shen- 
andoah to  Governor  Letcher,  in  relation  to  that  portion  of  the  militia 
from  that  county  in  my  brigade  now  in  service  at  Winchester  and  by 
you  handed  to  me  for  the  facts,  I  have  to  say : 

1st.  Governor  Letcher  and  the  county  court  are  mistaken  as  to  who 
ordered  the  brigade  into  service.  General  Johnston  made  the  order, 
dated  June  21,  for  two  regiments,  through  me,  which  has  been  shown 
to  both  the  Secretary  of  War  and  yourself.  Under  proclamation  of  the 
governor  of  July  19,  calling  out  the  militia,  the  balance  of  my  brigade 
was  condensed  into  two  tegiments,  making  four  in  my  command,  and 
numbering  over  3,000  men. 

2d.  In  carrying  into  elTect  the  several  proclamations  of  the  governor 
every  opiM>rtunity  was  given  the  men  to  volunteer,  and  recruiting 
officers  Irom  all  sections  were  permitted  to  mingle  with  the  men  for 
that  purpose.  Nearly  all  the  recruits  obtained  were  from  the  two  regi- 
ments ordered  out  by  General  Johnston.  In  these  two  points  Uie 
county  court  is  mistaken. 

M.  That  I  have  never  conceived  the  two  regiments  ordered  into  serv- 
ice by  General  Johnston  under  the  control  of  Governor  Letcher,  bat 
the  Confederate  authorities,  and  that  the  two  regiments  ordered  out  by 
his  proclamation  of  July  19,  as  soon  as  organized,  were  under  the  same 
control. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  that  four-fifbhs  of  the  militia  now  serving 
at  Winchester  belong  to  my  brigade,  and  have  been  actively  engaged 
in  drill,  throwing  up  intrcnchments,  mounting  guns,  and  for  the  defense 
of  that  place  and  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  that  since  the  battle  of 
Manassas  I  have  received  orders  from  General  Johnston  to  have  them 
drilled  and  prepared  lor  service  wherever  needed. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GILBEBT  S.  MEEM, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Seventh  Brigade  Virginia  Militia. 

*  See  inclosure  A  to  Walker  to  Johnston,  Angost  29,  p.  817. 
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Special  Obbebs,  )  Adjt.  Aia>  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  134.  )  Eichmondj  August  26, 1861. 

L  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  T.  Walker,  Proyisional  Army,  will  proceed  to 
Manassas,  Va.,  and  report  for  duty  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  com- 
manding. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AaHstant  Adjutant-General. 


BiCHMOND,  August  27, 1861. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Broolce^s  StatUmj  via  Fredericksburg : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant  has  been  received.  The 
President  conceives  it  important  that  measures  shonld  be  taken  to  oc- 
cupy with  some  military  force  a  portion  of  the  Northern  Neck  against 
marauding  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and  also  for  the  same  purpose  a  por- 
tion of  the  country  south  of  the  Bappahannock  Biver,  and  it  is  there- 
fore urged  upon  you  to  unite  with  the  Lancaster  troop  of  cavalry,  now 
reported  to  be  in  the  Northern  Neck,  Beale's  company  of  horse,  and  also 
to  send  Bichardson's  regiment  to  the  south  side  of  the  Bappahannock, 
where  it  is  understood  some  of  his  companies  are  serving. 

If  this  disposition  can  be  made  without  weakening  your  command 
too  much  in  other  quarters,  it  is  the  President's  wish  it  be  done. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEB, 

Adjutant-  GeneraL 


Headquarters  Army  of  Kanawha, 
Camp  Gauley^  Nicholas  County^  August  27, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  The  force  under  General  Tyler  which  left  this  vichnty  a  few 
days  ago  to  strengthen  General  Cox  for  the  expected  fight  at  the  mouth 
of  Gauley,  upon  learning  that  I  had  crossed  the  Gaulcy  and  taken  posi- 
tion here,  returned  to  this  neighborhood  night  before  last  They  took 
up  their  ix)sition  2  miles  from  my  camp,  when  I  attacked  them  yester- 
day about  sunrise,  and  defeated  them  completely  after  a  shar])  conflict. 
Between  45  and  50  of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  we  have 
taken  over  100  i>risoners  and  some  stores.  The  force  of  the  enemy  was 
completely  routed  and  dispersed  in  every  direction.  We  are  still  pick- 
ing up  the  stragglers.  I  hope  the  result  of  this  fight  will  enable  me  to 
break  up  entirely  all  communication  between  the  valley  of  Ejmawha 
and  the  forces  under  General  Bosecrans. 

It  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  interests  of  Western  Virginia 
that  a  strong  and  controlling  force  should  be  sent  into  this  quarter  of 
the  country.  The  undecided  and  timid  portions  of  the  people  would  at 
once  side  against  the  invaders,  and  the  Unio|^  men  would  diminish  to 
an  inconsiderable  number.  K  such  should  be  the  policy  of  the  Depart- 
ment, no  time  is  to  be  lost. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-General^  Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha. 
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Headquabtebs,  Valley  Mottntain,  Ya.,  August  27, 186L 

General  Henby  A.  Wise, 

Commanding  Wia&a  Legion^  Camp  Dogicood  Oap^  Va, : 

General:  I  have  jast  received  yonr  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  and 
am  much  concerned  at  the  view  yon  take  of  your  position  and  its  effect 
npon  your  Legion.  I  do  not  apprehend  the  consequences  yon  suppose 
will  follow  from  its  being  under  the  general  order  of  the  commander 
of  the  Army  of  the  Kanawha,  or  from  its  forming  a  part  of  that  army. 
It  will  be  under  your  immediate  care  and  control,  and,  though  it  may 
be  occasionally  detached  from  your  command,  it  cannot  suffer  any  harm 
under  its  regularly-constituted  officers.  The  Army  of  Kanawha  is  too 
small  for  active  and  successful  operation  to  be  divided  at  present  I 
beg,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  the  cause  you  have  so  much  at  heart,  yoa 
will  permit  no  division  of  sentiment  or  action  to  disturb  its  harmouy  or 
arrest  its  efficiency.  In  accordance  with  your  request  I  will  lefer  your 
application  to  be  detached  from  Greneral  Floyd's  command  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  At  present  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  done  without 
injury  to  the  service,  and  hope,  therefore,  you  will  not  urge  it.  Your 
account  of  General  Floyd's  position  makes  me  very  anxious  lor  his  safety, 
and  I  would  immediately  dispatch  an  infantry  force  to  his  support  (the 
only  character  of  troops  that  could  reach  him  across  the  mountains),  did 
I  not  suppose  from  the  time  that  has  already  elapsed  and  the  distance 
they  would  have  to  march  (about  60  miles)  tiiey  could  not  possibly  ar« 
rive  in  time  to  be  of  any  avail.  I  think,  therefore,  he  will  either  have 
retired  up  the  Gauley  and  recrossed  at  the  ferry,  or  Uiat  you  will  have 
built  a  flat  and  crossed  to  his  support. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Oenerdl^  Commanding, 


War  Department,  C.  8.  A., 

Bichmondj  August  28,  I86L 

Brig.  Gen.  Gilbert  S.  Meem, 

Commanding  Seventh  Brigade^  Virginia  Militia^  Winchester  : 

Sir  :  In  your  communication  to  this  Department  of  the  26th  of  Au- 
gust you  submit  for  its  decision  various  matters  relating  to  your  com- 
mand at  Winchester.  Before  proceeding  to  answer  your  interrogatories 
it  is  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  under  which  the  forces 
under  your  command  were  called  into  the  Confederate  service. 

It  appears  that  under  the  exigencies  surrounding  General  J.  E.  Johns- 
ton he  called  for  a  brigade  of  two  regiments  from  the  Thii-d  Division 
Virginia  Militia  on  the  2l8t  of  June,  18G1,  to  which  call  you  responded 
as  l^e  brigadier  general  of  this  district,  and  that  having  raised  the  two 
regiments  required,  you  were  ordered  by  General  Johnston,  on  the  2d 
of  July,  18G1,  to  take  post  at  Winchester. 

It  further  apx)ears  that  on  the  19th  of  July,  1861,  €k>vemor  Letcher, 
in  obedience  to  the  requisition  of  the  President  calling  out  the  militia 
of  Virginia,  made  a  farther  call  upon  the  militia  of  the  Third  Division, 
under  whicn  the  other  regiments  were  raised  and  added  to  your  com- 
mand at  Winchester. 

These  four  regiments  thus  raised  were,  in  the  opinion  of  General 
Johnston,  necessary  to  the  defense  and  protection  of  Winchester,  in 
view  of  his  operations  in  the  direction  of  Manassas,  and  they  were  or- 
ganized in  accordance  with  tiie  laws  of  Virginia  regulating  her  militia. 
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The  militia  laws  of  Virginia  proTide,  amoDg  other  things,  'Hhat  each 
migor-general,  brigadiergeneral,  and  colonel  shall  appoint  his  own 
sta^y"  &C.  Under  this  state  of  facts,  the  first  question  arising  for  the 
decision  of  this  Department  is  that  propounded  by  yourself:  Whether 
the  staff  officers  of  your  brigade  appointed  by  yourself,  and  the  regi- 
mental staff  officers  appoint^  to  each  regiment  by  the  colonel  thereof, 
will  be  recognized  and  commissioned  by  the  Confederate  Government 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  6, 1861,  to 
provide  for  the  public  defense  t 

This  act,  in  its  fifth  section,  provides  that  <'  officers  of  volunteers  be- 
low the  grade  of  general  shall  be  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law  in  the  several  States."  But  the  sixth  section  of  this  act  provides 
tbat  '^the  President  shall,  if  necessary,  apportion  the  staff  and  general 
officers  among  tbe  respective  States  from  which  the  volunteers  shall 
tender  their  services  as  he  may  deem  proper ;"'  and  the  seventh  section 
of  this  act  reads :  "  Whenever  the  militia  or  volunteers  are  called  and 
received  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  they  shall  have  the  same  organization,  and  shall  have  the  same 
pay  anu  allowances,  as  may  be  provided  for  the  Begular  Army;''  and 
by  the  ninth  section  of  this  act  the  power  is  extendi  to  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  ^^to  appoint  one  commissary 
and  one  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  migor,  for  each  brigade  of 
militia  or  volunteers  called  into  the  Confederate  service,  and  one  assist- 
ant quartermaster  and  one  assistant  commissary,  with  the  rank  of  captain, 
and  one  surgeon  and  one  assistant  surgeon,  to  each  regiment;  the  saia 
quartermasters  and  commissaries  and  assistant  quartermasters  and  com- 
missaries to  give  bonds,  with  good  sureties,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties." 

The  State  and  Confederate  laws  in  relation  to  militia  staff  appoint- 
ments would  seem  thus  to  conflict.  Nor  does  a  recurrence  to  the  mere 
words  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Provisional  Government,  under  which 
we  are  acting,  serve  precisely  to  settle  the  difficulty.  The  sixth  section 
of  this  instrument  provides  that  Congress,  among  other  things,  shall 
have  the  power  to  provide  ^<for  calliog  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
laws  of  the  Confederacy,  suppress  insurrections  and  repel  invasions,  to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  discipUning  the  militia,  and  for 
governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy,  reserving  to  the  States  resi>ectively  the  appointment  of 
the  officers,"  &c. 

In  this  reservation  to  the  States  are  staff  officers  as  well  as  command- 
ing officers  embraced,  or  shall  it  be  contended  that  the  Congress,  by  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,  has  so  far  exercised  its  constitu- 
tional power  of  ^'organizing  and  governing"  the  mUitia  called  into  the 
Confederate  service  as  to  confer  on  the  President  the  right  to  make  staff 
appointments  in  supercession  of  State  lawst  If  the  first  inquiry  be 
answered  affirmatively,  then  your  command  as  at  present  organized  and 
officered  has  to  be  in  all  respects  accepted.  K  the  last  position  be 
yielded,  the  brigade  and  regimental  staff  officers  of  your  command  will 
depend  upon  the  discretion  of  the  President,  who  may  or  may  not  accept 
the  appointments  made  by  yourself  and  your  colonels.  Whatever  ap- 
pointments are  recognized  will  of  course  occupy  positions  under  the 
ninth  section  of  the  act  to  <' provide  for  the  public  defense,"  and  they 
will  hold  the  same  rank  and  receive  the  same  pay  <<  allowed  to  officers  of 
the  same  grade  in  the  regular  service."  The  act  to  provide  for  the  pub- 
he  defense  evidently  regards  militia  as  such  and  militia  as  volunteers. 
In  the  first  light  they  are  subject  to  draft  upon  requisition  or  may  be 
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called  out  en  mcuse.  In  the  second  light  they  freely  tender  their  serv- 
ices; and  here  again  a  distinction  has  to  be  drawn.  They  may  tender 
their  services  through  State  intervention  indirectly  to  the  Confederate 
Government  or  without  Stale  intervention  directly  to  the  Confederate 
Government  If  drafted  or  called  out  en  maasej  they  cm  only  be  com- 
pelled to  serve  six  months,  whereas  under  a  tender  of  service  they  maj 
be  accepted  and  compelled  to  serve  for  any  period  specified,  according 
to  the  necessities  of  the  Government  and  country.  But  iu  whatever 
light  they  may  stand,  the  nature  of  the  question  as  affecting  staff  ap- 
pointments demands  an  interpretation  that  shall  generate  unity,  oou- 
sistency,  and  harmony  in  the  general  service  of  the  Army,  and  which 
could  never  be  obtained  if  staff' officers  were  not  compelled  to  give  bond 
and  surety  to  that  government  whose  treasury  was  at  their  mercy.  It 
would  be  a  strange  anomaly  in  administration  to  admit  a  set  of  officers 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  Confederate  Government  whose  bonds  and 
sureties  were  given  in  the  line  of  their  commissions  to  the  State  au- 
thorities, from  whose  treasuries  nothing  was  to  be  drawn.  How  could 
the  Confederate  Government  exact  bond  and  surety  from  a  State  officerf 
Yet  the  act  'Ho  provide  for  the  public  defense"  imperatively  demands 
that  this  Department  shall  exact  ''bond  and  good  sureties"  from  all  its 
agents  employed  in  the  Army  as  ''quartermasters  and  commissaries^ 
and  as  assistant  quartermasters  and  assistant  commissaries.  The  nature 
of  the  case  and  the  reason  attendant  upon  it  lead  to  the  conclusion  that 
in  every  branch  of  the  serviiie  staff  appointments  are  with  the  Presi 
dent,  and  that  he  may  accept  or  reject  those  selected  by  the  officers  of 
your  command. 

Your  second  interrogatory  is  plain.  The  four  regiments  nnder  your 
command,  having  been  called  into  the  Confederate  service  by  proper 
authority  and  retained  at  Winchester,  are  entitled  to  the  usual  pay 
allowed  by  law  to  volunteers  and  militia  for  the  time  they  have  served 
and  shall  continue  to  serve.  Nor  is  there  any  difficulty  in  regard  to  yoor 
third  and  last  inquiry.  The  militia  called  into  the  Confederate  service 
are  clothed,  subsisted,  and  paid  as  other  troops. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  remarked  that  this  Department  has  received 
from  the  county  authorities  of  Shenandoah  and  from  the  Hon.  J.  Ran- 
dolph Tucker,  the  attorney-general  of  Virginia,  earnest  petitions  for  the 
discharge  of  all  that  portion  of  your  command  which  may  be  in  excess 
of  the  10  per  cent,  quota  demanded  by  this  Government  lor  active  serv- 
ice in  the  field.  The  question  of  their  discharge  will  be  referred  to 
General  Johnston,  who  will  be  governed  in  his  decision  by  the  neces- 
sities associated  with  the  defense  of  Winchester  and  the  country  com- 
prising the  third  militia  division. 
Bespectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War^ 

Headquabtebs.  Camp  DoawooD, 
At  Dogicood  Oapj  Va.j  Monday^  August  28, 186L 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  dtc. : 

Sib:  Deeming  it  proper  to  keep  you  fully  advised  as  to  movements  in 
this  direction,  I  take  occasion  to  submit  the  following  brief  report  of  the 
operations  of  my  command  during  the  past  few  days : 

On  Monday,  the  19th  instant,  while  encamped  at  Big  Sewell  Mount- 
ain, I  was  joined  by  Colonel  Henningsen,  whom  I  imm^iately  assigned 
to  the  Second  Inf^try  Regiment  of  this  command;  also  placing  him 
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in  command  of  the  entire  body  of  my  infantry  and  artillery.  Oenerol 
Floyd's  brigade  was  encamped  at  a  little  distance  westward  of  me,  on 
the  main  turnpike  leading  to  Ganley  Bridge,  and  my  cavalry,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Davis^  was  far  in  advance  of  the  main  body  of  oar 
united  forces. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  I  received  orders  from  General  Floyd 
to  advance  with  my  command  along  the  turnpike  towards  Gauley  Bridge. 
This  general  order  was  conveyed  to  me  without  explanation  of  the  mo- 
tive or  final  intent  of  the  movement,  nor  was  I  consulted  or  advised  as 
to  any  fixed  plan  of  cooperation  with  General  Floyd's  forces.  I  imme- 
diately sent  orders  to  Colonel  Davis  to  fall  back  to  a  point  15  miles 
westward  of  Big  Sewell,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day  (Tuesday, 
the  20th  instant)  I  started  early  to  join  Colonel  Davis,  leaving  instruc- 
tions with  Colonel  Henningsen  to  follow  on  with  the  rest  of  my  com- 
mand.  Together  with  the  order  to  move  forward  General  Floyd  had 
sent  me  an  order  of  march  for  my  command,  specifying  the  hour  of  7J30 
a.  m.  as  the  hour  of  starting,  which,  however,  by  a  subsequent  order 
was  modified  to  9.30  a.  m.;  but  I  was  not  informed  whether  General 
Floyd  intended  the  two  commands  to  move  together,  or,  if  together, 
whether  my  command  should  move  in  advance  or  in  rear  of  his  own 
forces.  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  modify  the  order  of  march  in  such 
manner  as  would  best  adapt  itself  to  my  moving  separately  and  in 
advance.  Doring  the  day's  march  I  discovered  that  General  Floyd  was 
moving  on  in  advance  of  Colonel  Henningsen,  whose  command  was  en- 
camped at  Locust  Lane,  21  miles  from  Gauley  Bridge  and  40  miles  from 
Lewisburg.  I  learned  that  General  Floyd's  command  had  encamped  at 
the  same  place  on  the  evening  before;  that  Colonel  Henningsen  had  en- 
camped with  him  by  General  Floyd's  order,  and  that  shortly  before  my 
arrival  Gleneral  Floyd  had,  without  notification  to  and  leaving  no  order 
with  Colonel  Henningsen,  broken  up  his  own  camp  and  moved  forward. 
I  immediately  followed  on  with  Colonel  Henniugsen's  forces,  and  that 
afternoon  found  General  Floyd's  command  encamped  at  Piggot's  Mill. 
His  officers  conveyed  to  me  an  order  to  encamp  in  some  meadows  which 
they  pointed  out.  Finding  the  place  thus  indicated  to  me  ineligible,  I 
selected  another  position,  where  my  command  would  be  more  securely 
posted,  and  where  I  could  better  x^rotect  General  Floyd's  camp  from  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  On  the  same  evening  General  Floyd  visited 
me  at  my  quarters,  when  1  expressed  to  him  the  desire  to  be  informed, 
if  not  consulted,  as  to  his  wishes  or  plans.  He  replied  that  he  had  no 
idea  of  operating  without  the  fullest  explanation  and  consultation  with 
me,  and  proceeded  to  indicate  and  discuss  several  plans  of  operation. 
I  took  occasion  to  express  to  Geueral  Floyd  my  regret  that  my  com- 
mand had  been  onlei^ed  so  soon  westward  from  the  White  ISiilphur 
Springs.  Except  for  his  urgent  orders  I  should  certainly  have  remained 
three  weeks  longer  at  that  point,  at  least  that  time  beiug  required  for 
instruction,  rest,  and  refitting.  If,  however,  a  move  became  imperative, 
I  would  advise  against  a  direct  movement  towards  Ghnley  Bridge. 

Beyond  Piggot's  Mill  commences  a  series  of  defiles  coutinuing  to  the 
Hawk's  Nest-,  a  naturally  strong  place,  about  6  miles  this  side  of  Gauley 
Bridge,  already  fortified  by  the  enemy.  I  suggested  that,  in  view  of 
our  inferiority  of  force,  these  i)ositions  could  not  be  carried  except  at 
great  loss  and  dangerous  exposure  of  our  rear  and  flank  to  the  enemy, 
and  that  their  capture  would  be  barren  of  result,  since,  because  of  the 
above-named  causes,  we  should  be  compelled  to  fall  back  immediately. 
General  Floyd  admitted  the  justice  of  these  views,  and  I  then  called 
his  attention  to  the  fact  that  Colonel  Tyler  already  occupied,  with  some 
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1,800  or  2,000  of  the  enemy's  forces,  a  position  near  Sammersrille.  I 
then  suggested  that  if  any  move  on  the  enemy  was  imperative,  the  most 
feasible  was  in  this  latter  directioD,  and  I  proposed  that  General  Floyd 
should  remain  with  his  forces  at  Dogwood  Gap  to  protect  the  main  torn- 
pike  from  the  encroachment  of  the  enemy,  while  I  woald  march  by  a  cross- 
road to  Camifix  Ferry  and  dislodge  the  enemy  firom  and  occupy  that 
point.  General  Floyd  heartily  approved  this  proposal,  insisting  that  the 
movement  should  be  made  early,  before  daybreak,  the  nest  morning 
(Thursday,  August  22);  arranged  that  I  should  leave  for  him  at  Dog- 
wood Gap  two  of  my  6-pounders  (he  having  already  obtained  from  me 
two  others);  promised  himself  to  occupy  Dogwood  Gap  without  delay, 
to  protect  my  rear  from  the  enemy's  forces  posted  at  the  Hawk's  Nest, 
and  to  divert  their  attention  by  advancing  some  militia  along  the  south- 
ern bank  of  New  River  to  a  point  called  Cotton  Hill.  He  also  ordered 
me,  in  the  event  of  my  defeating  the  enemy  either  this  side  of  or  at  Gar- 
ni^ Ferry,  to  capture  the  ferry,  cross  the  Gauley  Bivcr,  hold  that  posi- 
tion, and  report  to  him,  but  to  proceed  no  farther.  It  was  past  8  p.  m. 
when  I  finally  received  these  oniers.  The  roads  were  veiy  muddy  from 
the  incessant  rain  of  several  days'  duration.  My  cavalry  was  worn  down 
by  scouting.  My  infantry  had  sufifered  much  Ifirom  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather  and  by  measles  (many  only  just  recovering  from  that  dis- 
ease), and  operations  of  this  nature  required  that  the  men  should  take 
with  them  three  days'  cooked  provisions.  I  had  no  bread  cooked,  my 
beef  was  on  the  hoof,  and  the  camp-fires  burned  out.  To  relight  them 
would  excite  the  suspicion  of  the  enemy.  To  slaughter  and  cook  would 
have  deprived  my  men  of  all  rest  during  the  night  previous  to  their 
march  towards  the  enemy.  The  only  practical  means  then  was  to  take 
three  days'  provisions  of  meal,  cofiee.  &c.,  packed  in  one  wagon  for 
each  regiment,  and  to  drive  the  bullocks  along  with  us.  At  1  a.  m.  the 
men  were  quietly  awakened,  and  at  3.30  a.  m.  the  column  conunenced 
the  march. 

On  reaching  Dogwood  Gap  we  left  two  pieces  of  artillery  for  Gkneral 
Floyd,  but  here  we  found  only  two  companies  of  militia  to  receive  them, 
who  said  that  they  were  under  orders  to  march  within  an  hour.  Onr 
pieces  of  artillery  required  six  horses  each,  and  had  but  four ;  took, 
therefore,  two  horses  from  each  of  onr  caissons  (except  one)  to  supply 
this  deficiency.  Wc  left  behind  us  fivo  caissons  and  all  onr  baggage 
wagons  (except  one  for  each  regiment).  This  was  done,  of  course,  in 
the  confident  anticipation  that  General  Floyd  would  send  a  force  to 
take  charge  of  the  artillery  and  protect  the  position.  When  half  way 
between  the  turnpike  and  Camifix  Ferry  wo  received  the  intelligence 
that  the  militia  companies  had  left  Dogwood  Gap  without  being  re- 
lieved by  any  other  force.  I  was  thus  obliged  to  order  all  the  artuleiy 
and  baggage  left  at  the  latter  point  to  follow  in  our  rear. 

On  reaching  Garnifix  Ferry  we  found  that  the  enemy  had  precipi- 
tately retired,  having  destroyed  one  flat  and  sunk  the  other  The  men, 
who  had  marched  17  miles  ankle-deep  in  mud  and  through  incessant 
rain,  were  ordered  to  make  fires  and  cook  breakfast  while  preparation 
was  making  to  cross  the  river.  This  had  hardly  been  commenced  when 
General  Floyd,  with  his  whole  brigade,  made  his  appearance  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  roads.  It  was  thus  evident  that  soon  after  my  de- 
parture irom  Figgot's  Mill  General  Floyd  had  started  directly  for 
Camifix  Ferry  by  a  shorter  route  than  I  had  taken,  and  which  we  had 
agreed  I  should  not  take,  lest  the  enemy  should  thereby  be  apprised  of 
my  movement.  Doubtless  this  unexpected  move  on  the  part  of  Gen- 
eral Floyd  caused  the  immediate  retirement  of  the  enemy's  forces  firom 
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the  ferry  and  the  destmction  of  the  boats,  besides  leaving  the  main 
turnpike  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  enabling  them  to  cat  as  ofif  entirely 
ftowL  Lewisbarg,  and  exposing  to  seizure  the  baggage  and  artillery  in 
my  rear.  The  sunken  Hat-boat  having  been  discovert,  (reneral  Floyd 
determined  to  recross  the  river. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  he  demanded  of  me  two  pieces  of  artillery  and 
one  regiment  to  accompany  him.  I  prepared  to  comply  with  this  de- 
mand, but  determined  to  accompany  the  detachment  in  person  (believ* 
ing  that  General  Floyd  would  thus  expose  himself  to  imminent  danger 
of  being  cut  off),  and  to  isend  back  Colonel  Henningsen  with  the  re- 
mainder of  my  command  to  occupy  Dogwood  Gap  and  cover  the  road 
to  Lewisburg.  A  few  hours  afterwards  General  Floyd  changed  his  mind, 
and  required  of  me  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  100  more  than  all  my  effi- 
cient cavalry.  I  sent  the  cavalry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  which  I 
placed  i^t  his  disposal.  It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  before  General 
Floyd  announced  to  me  his  determination. 

My  troops  were  kept  all  day  exposed  to  the  rain  and  mud,  their  tents 
not  arriving  until  nightfiill.  On  Friday  I  marched  my  remaining  force 
back  to  Dogwood  Getp.  On  Saturday  morning  learned  that  General 
Floyd  had  succeeded  in  transporting  his  infantry  to  the  other  side  of 
the  river,  but  in  doing  so  the  Oat-lxNit  had  been  sunk,  drowning  4 
men,  and  leaving  the  cavalry,  three  pieces  of  artiUery,  and  all  the  wkg* 
gage  and  provisions  on  this  side.  His  quartermaster.  Captain  Dunn, 
sent  to  me  the  same  day  for  assistance  to  build  another  fiat-boat.  On 
the  next  day  Colonel  Tompkins  arrived  at  Dogwood  Gap,  and  at  mid* 
day  marched  his  two  regiments  to  GamiAx  Ferry,  to  re-enforce  General 
Floyd.  On  Saturday  night  General  Floyd,  bedng  apprehensive  of  an 
attack  from  the  enemy,  urged  me  to  send  another  regiment  to  his  relief. 
My  cavalry  was  then  at  Piggot's  Mill,  observing  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  and  scouting.  My  infantry  and  artillery,  under  Colonel  Hen* 
ningsen's  command,  were  occupying  Dogwood  Gap,  reconnoitering  and 
stpengthening  the  same.  Altogether,  my  whole  command  was  barely 
sufficient  to  hold  in  security  the  turnpike  road,  and,  in  case  I  should 
even  be  driven  back  to  anoUier  point  on  the  same  road,  General  Floyd's 
rear  would  be  left  exposed  to  the  enemy.  Nevertheless,  I  determined 
to  march  in*person,  with  an  infantry  regiment  and  a  12-poander  howitzer, 
to  General  Floyd's  reliefl  Shortly  l^fore  the  time  fixed  (on  Sunday 
morning,  the  25th  instant)  for  the  marching  of  the  regiment  a  heavy 
firing  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Piggot's  Mill,  and  shortly,  to  our 
surprise,  some  fugitives  of  General  Floyd's  cavalry  rushed  in,  report- 
ing the  advance  of  the  enemy.  Within  fifteen  minutes'  time  we  started 
eighteen  companies  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  of  artillery  on  a  double- 
quick  march  towajrds  Piggot's  Mill,  some  5  or  6  miles  below.  On  reach- 
ing this  point  we  found  that  some  150  or  180  of  General  Floyd's  cavalry, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Jenkins  and  Major  Eeynolds,  had,  without 
any  intimation  to  me,  penetrated  the  defiles  beyond  Piggot's  Mill,  and 
had  fallen  into  an  ambuscade  of  the  enemy. 

I  was  exceedingly  surprised  that  General  Floyd,  after  alleging  a  de- 
ficiency of  cavalry  at  Camifix,  and  requiring  a  portion  of  mine,  should 
without  notice  to  me  send  his  cavalry  thus  within  the  lines  of  my  com- 
mand. 

Om*  scouts  (detachments  of  Captain  Brock's  and  Captain  Phelpi^ 
companies)  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  ground,  and  were  at  the 
time  stationed  as  vedettes  or  occnpied  in  scouting  the  adjacent  hills. 

They  descended  at  once,  and  endeavoi^  to  warn  General  Floyd's 
cavalry.    These,  however,  pushed  rapidly  on,  till,  finding  a  large  force 
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of  the  enemy,  they  were  compelled  to  retire  after  exchanging  a  few 
shots.  But  they  fonnd  the  trap  closed,  several  hundred  of  the  enemy's 
infantry  having  passed  their  rear  close  to  the  road-side  on  inaocessihle 
ground.  Captain  Brock,  with  20  men,  having  come  down  to  warn  them, 
now  brought  his  little  force  up  in  good  order  to  their  relief.  Colonel 
Jenkins,  when  caught  in  the  ambuscade,  and  Captain  Brock,  who  had 
deliberately  come  to  his  assistance,  behaved  with  the  greatest  gallantry, 
and  ran  tbe  gauntlet  of  the  enemy's  fire  at  a  few  yarils'  distance,  bring- 
ing up  their  forces  with  very  little  loss  under  the  circumstances.  Cap- 
taiu  Brock  had  I  man  killed  and  5  wounded.  Colonel  Jenkins  has 
made  no  rei>ort  to  me.  Ho  was  slightly  injured  in  the  arm,  lost  I  pris- 
oner, and  some  10  or  12  of  his  wounded  were  found  on  the  road,  besides 
3  disabled  horses,  some  20  hats,  and  2  saddles.  Many  of  his  men  threw 
away  and  lost  their  arms,  andj  after  getting  through  the  defile,  were 
met  by  us  4  miles  from  the  enemy  in  an  incurable  state  of  panic  Cap- 
tain Brock's  men,  with  a  single  exception,  were  quite  cool,  kept  good 
order,  and  were  willing  to  ride  in  again.  The  enemy  retired  immedi- 
ately to  their  stronghold  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hawk's  Nest.  Since  then 
General  Floyd  has  made  an  attack  on  the  enemy,  caught  a  regiment  at 
breakfast,  aod  in  live  minutes  put  them  to  flight,  with  the  loss  by  the 
enemy  of  some  100  prisoners,  2  or  3  wagons,  and  some  20  or  30  killed 
and  wounded,  losing  himself  but  2  or  3  killed  (it  is  said  by  our  own  ar- 
tillery) and  a  few  wounded.  The  enemy  are  about  700  strong  below  &e 
Hawk's  Nest,  on  this  side  of  Gaulcy,  and  about  500  on  Cotton  Hill,  tbe 
other  side  of  New  River,  and  about  4,000  or  5,000  in  a  main  body, 
strongly  fortified,  about  the  bridge  on  Gauley  River.  The  militia  under 
Generals  Chapman  and  Beckley  (about  1,400),  with  small  detachments 
of  cavalry  and  infantry  from  my  force  (about  75  in  all),  are  moving  up 
the  Cotton  Hill,  whence  firing  was  heard  yesterday. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully, 

HENRY  A,  WISE, 

Brigadier'  General. 

Richmond,  August  29, 18G1. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  an  iJie  Potomac : 

Genebal:  The  inclosed  petition  from  the  authorities  of  the  county 
of  Shenandoah  [A],  transmitted  to  this  Department  by  his  exceUency 
Governor  Letcher,  with  his  indorsement,  in  support  of  the  prayer  of  the 
])etitioners,  together  with  the  communication  of  the  Hon.  J.  Randolph 
Tucker,  the  attorney-general  of  Virginia  [B],  relating  to  the  same  subject, 
represent  that  the  county  of  Shenandoah  has  furnished  in  volunteers 
ver>'  nearly  the  full  quota  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  population  for  service 
in  the  Army,  without  estimating  GOO  men  drafted  under  your  requisition 
issued  to  BrigadierGeneral  Meem  and  900  men  since  drafted  under  tbe 
reqiiisitiou  of  the  President  through  Governor  Letcher,  and  it  is  urgently 
desired  that  all  of  these  1,500  men  now  at  Winchester  in  tbe  brigade  of 
General  Meem,  over  and  above  the  quota  of  10  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion, may  be  discharged  from  further  service  and  he  i)ormitt^  to  return 
to  their  agricultural  pursuits.  The  case  is  strongly  stated,  but  the  De- 
partment  must  rely  uiK>n  the  Judgment  of  its  commanding  generals  as 
to  the  exigencies  originally  requiring  this  force  to  be  called  into  tbe 
field,  and  which  may  still  render  it  necessary  to  be  retained  in  service 
before  deciding  upon  its  merits.  As  it  was  under  your  orders  and  re- 
quisition BrigadierGtsneral  Meem  proceeded  to  form  two  out  of  four 
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regiments  now  at  Winchester  under  bis  command,  it  is  deemed  the 
wiser  course  to  refer  the  entire  case,  together  with  the  question  of  dis- 
charge, to  your  better  knowledge  of  the  facts  and  your  judgment  in  the 
premises.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War, 

[nidcMare  A.] 

Hon.  John  Letcher,  Oovemorof  Virginia: 

The  undersigned  members  of  the  county  court  of  Shenandoah,  at  the 
August  term,  1861,  sitting,  and  others,  respectfully  represent : 

1st.  That  they  feel  deeply  interestea  in  the  present  struggle  for  the 
Southern  independence,  and  that  they  are  willing  to  yield  to  none  in 
the  sacrifices  which  they  are  required  to  make.  Tet  they  are  likewise 
consdons  that  unnecessary  evil  and  suffering  may  arise  from  circum- 
stances not  within  their  control,  but  fully  within  that  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Of  this  nature  they  conceive  the  existing  levy  of  militia  to  be, 
not  in  itself,  but  fh)m  its  attendant  circumstances,  which  may  be  enu- 
merated, as  follows : 

Ist.  The  population  of  our  county,  according  to  the  last  census,  was 
12,829.  This,  under  the  terms  of  your  proclamation,  would  require  us 
to  furnish  1,282  volunteers.  We  have  900  in  the  field,  exclusive  of 
about  100  or  120  teamsters,  who  have  been  taken  into  tiie  service  by  im- 
pressment with  their  teams  or  those  of  others.  This  would  leave  us 
282  yet  to  be  furnished,  provided  there  were  no  exempts.  These,  how- 
ever, are  considerable  in  number,  such  as  railroad  hands,  millers,  over- 
seers, saddlers,  shoemakers,  tanners,  &c.,  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  liable  to  duty.  If  these  were  deducted,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
more  than  200  would  be  required  to  fill  out  our  complement  under  the 
proclamation,  if,  indeed,  that  number. 

2d.  What,  then,  is  the  fact  as  to  levies  already  made  of  the  militia, 
exclusive  of  the  volunteers,  teamsters,  and  exempts  f 

In  the  first  place.  General  Johnston,  of  the  Confederate  Army,  and 
General  Carson,  of  Frederick  County,  calWd  out  the  residue  of  the 
militia  en  masee.  They  were  discharged  after  a  few  days'  service,  with 
instructions  to  be  ready  at  an  hour's  notice. 

In  the  next  place  these  generals  drafted  out  of  the  militia  in  this 
county  GOO  men,  out  of  which,  in  part,  two  regiments  were  formed  (two 
regiments  from  this  brigade  being  required).  Subsequently  the  residue 
of  the  militia  of  the  county  was  drafted  under  your  last  proclamation, 
although  we  had  already  furnished  more  than  the  10  per  cent.,  as  will 
be  perceived  by  the  above  statement.  Under  this  last  call  some  900 
men  have  been  taken  into  the  service,  to  the  great  detriment  of  their 
private  interests,  of  their  families,  nnd  the  public.  Could  we  be  induced 
to  believe  that  this  is  required  for  the  attainment  of  the  great  object  in 
view,  we  would  not  utter  one  word  of  complaint,  but  we  do  not  so 
think. 

3d.  It  may  be  replied  that  all  the  needed  relief  might  be  secured  by 
making  up  the  difference  between  the  volunteers  now  in  service  and 
the  quantum  required  by  the  proclamation  in  volunteers.  This  might 
be  done,  we  presume,  but  for  tiie  fact  that  the  militia  ofQcers  (General 
Meem,  &c.),  we  understand  from  good  authority,  deny  the  right  of  any 

*  See  Johnston  to  Walker  September  l,  p.  82S. 
52  B  B— VOL  Y 
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of  the  first  two  regiments  drafted  to  volunteer,  and  insist  that  thej 
have  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States. 
They  also  insist  that  those  men  recently  drafted  have  no  right  to  vol- 
unteer, and  thus  continue  them  all  in  service.  They  likewise  insist 
that  they  are  not  subject  in  anywise  to  tho  governor  of  Virginia.  If 
this  be  so,  they  constitute  more  than  our  quota,  and  the  whole  of  the 
last  draft  should  be  permitted  to  return  home,  unless  there  is  some 
overruling  necessity  requiring  their  presence  in  the  field.  If  it  is  not 
the  faudtj  then  these  officers  should  be  imperatively  required  to  adopt 
some  mode  by  which  the  quota  of  our  county  may  be  furnished  and  the 
residue  released. 

As  you  are  advised,  there  are  only  443  slaves  in  this  county  over 
twelve  years  of  ago  of  both  sexes,  and  only  about  150  working  negro 
men.  The  labor  is  performed  in  a  great  measure  by  those  who  are  in 
the  militia,  and  if  they  be  continued  in  service  at  this  critical  time, 
when  they  should  be  employed  in  preparing  the  land  for  a  fall  crop,  this 
vast  productive  agricultural  region,  insteikl  of  being  the  Egyptian 
granary  whence  our  armies  may  be  fed  in  the  coming  year,  will  scarcely 
support;  our  own  population  in  the  aggregate,  while  many  must  be 
plunged  into  the  most  abject  want  and  thrown  upon  the  hands  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor.  This,  with  the  increased  taxes  called  for  by  the 
Slate  and  Gonfederate  Governments,  will  render  our  condition,  to  say 
the  least,  very  undesirable. 

This  matter  requires  prompt  and  immediate  attention,  and  we  ear- 
nestly hope  will  receive  it  at  your  hands  if  the  relief  can  be  afforded  by 
your  excellency,  and  if  not,  by  those  who  can.  In  this  latter  event  we 
desire  that  you  will  present  this  paper  to  the  proper  authority,  with 
sueh  suggestions  as  you  may  deem  proper  under  the  circumstances. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JACOB  LAOT?Z,  P.  J.  P. 

August  12, 186L 

At  a  court  held  for  the  county  of  Shenandoah  on  Monday,  the  12th 
day  of  August,  1861,  a  memorial  to  t^e  President  of  the  Southern  Oon- 
feaeracy  and  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  respecting  the  volunteers  and 
militia  firom  this  county  was  approved  and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the 
court,  and  copies  to  be  transmitted  to  President  Davis  and  Governor 
Letcher. 

Test:  

S.  0.  WILLIAMS,  (7.  8.  0. 

The  undersigned  fully  concur  in  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing 
memorial  and  approve  its  object,  and  most  respectfully  ask  for  it  a 
favorable  consideration. 

S.  C.  WILLIAMS,  CUrk. 
JAS.  G.  TBAVIT, 

Notary  PubUc 
MOSES  WALTON, 

Attorney  at  Law. 
MABE  BIRD, 
Attorney  for  Comm&nwedUh. 
WM.  SMITH  ARTHUB. 

[lodoneaMOl] 

BXEOUTIVE  Dbpabthent,  Auguet  17, 1801. 

The  militia  of  this  county  were  called  into  service  by  Brigadier-Genend 
Carson  at  the  instance  of  (General  Johnston,  and  as  they  have  been 


CBir.  XIV.]  CORBESPONDENCE,   ETC.^-CONFEDEBATE.  819 

mustered  into  service  I  have  no  power  tn  relieve  them  from  duty.  Un- 
der what  aathority  the  draft  referred  to  was  made  I  am  not  informed. 
The  ease  is  one  of  serions  hardship,  and  I  respectfolly  refer  it  to  your 
exoelienoy  for  such  relief  as  yoa  may  think  it  jnst  and  proper  to  grant 

JOHN  LBTCHEB. 

BiGHMOND,  Auguit  27, 186L 
Hon.  L.  P.  WjllksRj  Becretarff  of  War: 

Deab  Sm:  I  am  requested  by  some  of  the  citizens  of  the  valley 
counties  to  make  a  representation  to  you  of  the  £Ekcts  bearing  upon  the 
call  of  the  militia  in  that  region. 

It  is  the  most  fertile  part  of  Virginia  for  wheat  and  com  growing. 
It  has  no  other  staple  of  consequence.  The  call  of  the  militia  was  at 
a  time  when  the  harvest  was  scarcely  over,  and  the  farmer  left  his 
crop  standing  in  the  field  unhoused.  No  plow  has  been  pat  into  the 
ground  for  the  fall  seeding  of  wheat.  See,  then,  the  sacrifice  which 
our  people  in  that  region  are  called  on  to  make— to  imperil  the  crop  of 
the  past  year  and  tg  prevent  the  raising  a  crop  for  the  coming  year. 

I  know  it  is  supposed  the  same  role  of  10  per  cent.,  being  applicable 
elsewhere,  must  be  applied  to  the  valley,  and  with  no  worse  results; 
but  one  fact  will  show  the  contrary:  In  Shenandoah  Coanty  there  is  a 
white  popnlation  of  12,800  and  a  total  population  of  13,800,  showing 
only  1,000  blacks,  free  and  dave.  Ten  per  cent,  of  the  whites  makes 
a  call  of  1,280  for  militia  service  drafted  from  the  laborers,  the  tillers 
of  the  soil,  and  not  leaving  sufficient  slaves  at  home  to  work  while  the 
master  is  abroad  to  fight. 

Kansemond  Ck>unty,  near  Norfolk,  has  a  total  population  of  13,700. 
(nearly  the  same  as  Shenandoi^),  of  which  5,700  are  white  and  8,000 
black,  tree  and  slave.  The  draft  of  10  per  cent,  draws  570  whites,  but 
leaves  the  negro  to  the  farm  labor. 

This  is  an  evil  which  calls  for  a  remedy,  if  one  can  be  had.  Of  the 
militia  at  Winchester,  numbering,  say,  5,000,  perhaps  one-half  are 
unarmed.  Might  not  furloughs  be  s^lowed,  or  a  part  be  disbanded 
who  are  unarmed,  upon  call  to  be  summoned  again  if  needed,  especially 
since  report  says  the  column  of  General  Banks  has  fallen  back  from 
the  valley  towards  Baltimore  f  If  anything  can  be  done  for  as  true 
and  patriotic  a  people  as  there  are  in  the  South,  I  api>eal  to  you  to  do 
it.  When  I  tell  you  that  in  Shenandoah  County,  which  cast  2,500 
votes  for  the  secession  ordinance  and  only  5  against  it,  there  are  only 
7Q0  slaves,  I  think  I  may  voudi  for  the  integrity  of  her  people  upon 
the  great  crisis  of  the  Soath. 

I  am,  with  high  respect,  yours, 

J.  B.  TUCKER. 

Shenandoah  has  furnished  about  050  volunteers.  Could  not  enough 
of  her  militia  be  retained  to  make  up  her  quota  and  release  the  residue 
on  furlough  f  As  it  is  now,  she  has  lar^y  more  than  her  quota  in  the 
field,  counting  her  volunteers  and  her  imlitia. 

J.  E.  TUCKEE. 


No.  25.]  Camp  Gaxtlet,  Ya.,  August  29, 1861. 

Brig.  Cton.  Henby  a.  Wise  : 

Sib  :  Since  our  signal  success  over  the  enemy  here  and  their  disper- 
sion and  demoralization,  I  think  you  might  now  advantageously  move 
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towards  Gkiuley,  and  take  poisession  of  tbe  strong  position  at  and 
aboat  the  Hawk's  Nest.  In  all  probability  the  enemy  are  likely  to 
retire  down  the  Kanawha,  and  you  should  be  close  at  hand  to  annoy 
their  retiring  columns.  You  send  me  a  report  from  C.  F.  Henningsen. 
Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  whether  he  is  a  commissioned  officer, 
andy  if  so,  what  commission  he  holds,  and  the  date  of  itf 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha. 


BiOHMOND,  August  30, 1S6L 

Gtoneral  Josbph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  on  the  Fotomae  : 

General  :  Since  the  communication  to  you  fh>m  this  Department 
was  closed  on  yesterday,  relating  to  the  discharge  of  the  militia  from 
Shenandoah  County  on  service  at  Winchester^  the  inclosed  petition  from 
officers  of  the  Seventh  Brigade  and  Third  Division,  Virginia  Militia,  in 
regard  to  the  same  subject  has  been  received  firom  Governor  Letcher. 
You  will  take  it  into  consideration  with  the  rest  in  forming  your  decision 
upon  the  case.  * 

Very  respectfdUy,  yours, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  War. 

WiNGHEBTBB,  August  25,  1861. 
Governor  Letohbb: 

Sm :  The  officers  of  the  four  regiments  fh>m  the  Seventh  Brigade, 
Yirginia  Militia,  now  stationed  at  this  place,  have  requested  me  to  for- 
waiS  to  you  the  inclosed  petition  to  the  President  of  the  Confederate 
States,  and  to  solicit  your  aid  and  influence  in  its  behalf!  They  have 
been  informed  that  the  power  of  relief  has,  in  part,  been  transferred  to 
the  President,  otherwise  the  prayer  would  have  been  addressed  to  your 
excellency ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  transfer,  we  are  confident  you  will 
lend  your  aid  and  influence  willingly  and  cheerfully  in  procuring  the 
relief  asked  for,  and  which  is  due  to  a  portion  of  the  Confederacy  than 
which  none  other  is  more  loyal  and  true  to  its  interests. 
Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

G.  W.  MURPHY. 

[SaUnolotnre.) 

Camp  Faib  Gbounds, 
year  Winehesterj  Fa.,  August  23, 1861. 

Hon.  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederate  States : 

We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  the  Seventh  Brigade,  Virginia  Militia, 
would  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  the  condition  of 
the  men  under  our  commands  and  the  condition  in  which  the  great 
valley  of  Virginia  must  be  placed  unless  relief  can  bo  rendered. 

We  desire,  first,  to  say  that  no  x>ortion  of  Virginia  has  been  more 
loyal  to  the  South  and  her  interest  than  the  militia  of  this  valley ;  that 
we  were  among  the  first  to  send  our  volunteers  to  the  field  of  battle } 

*  See  Walker  to  Johnstoiii  August  29,  p.  616,  and  Johnston  to  Walker,  September  1, 
p.  896. 
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that  we  have  as  great  a  nnmber  of  volunteers  in  the  field  now  in  propor- 
tion to  the  stren^h  of  onr  militia  as  any  portion  of  the  State:  yet,  not- 
withstanding this,  the  whole  of  the  militia  of  this  brigade  nave  been 
called  into  service,  and  most  of  them  have  been  here  near  two  months. 
TVe  folly  appreciate  the  condition  of  our  country,  and  are  willing  to 
make  any  sacrifice  necessary  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  South  and 
to  secure  our  independence,  yet  we  would  present  to  you  a  few  facts. 

The  valley  of  Virginia  is  a  wheat-growing  country,  in  which  slave 
labor  is  scarce;  consequently  the  larger  proportion  of  the  labor  must 
be  performed  by  white  men  between  tibe  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five 
years.  The  time  for  seeding  the  wheat  crop  has  arrived,  and  unless  at 
least  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  men  new  here  can  be  returned  to 
their  homes  to  attend  to  putting  that  crop  in  the  ground  we  will  be 
unable  to  raise  supplies  sufficient  for  our  own  subsistence. 

In  addition  to  tlus,  we  are  here  with  not  more  than  one-half  of  our 
men  armed,  and  they  armed  with  the  most  inferior  guns,  so  that,  if  we 
were  to  be  attacked,  we  would  be  compelled  to  make  an  inglorious  re- 
treat, and  bring  upon  as  brave  men  as  can  be  found  in  any  country  the 
ridicule  of  the  public. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts  we  regard  it  as  our  duty  to  the  men  under 
cor  commands,  and  especially  to  our  country,  that  we  should  make  to 
you  a  simple  statement,  being  satisfied  that  you  will  render  us  the  re- 
lief asked  for,  if  consistent  with  the  interest,  prosperity,  and  happiness 
of  our  Confederacy,  by  permitting  us  for  the  present  to  return  to  onr 
homes. 

MANN  SPITLBE, 

Colonel  Second  Regiment 
JAS.  H.  SIBBRT, 

Colonel  Third  Begiment 

B.  SIPB, 
Lteutenant-Colonel  First  Begiment 

THOMAS  BUSWELL, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Second  Begiment 

J.  A.  HOTTBL, 
JUeutenant'Colonel  Third  Begiment. 
CtJLLIN  W.  FINTEB, 

Major  Second  Begiment 
JOHN  H.  NEWELL, 

Major  Third  Begiment 

C.  P.  HORN, 

Major  Fourth  Begiment^  and  others. 

[Indonement.] 

AUOTJST  27,  1861. 

His  EzceUencqr  the  President  : 

Colonel  Conn,  of  Shenandoah,  is  a  most  respectable  and  reliable  gen- 
tleman, and  wields  great  influence  in  his  section  of  the  State.  He  de- 
sires to  consult  you  in  regard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  militia 
now  at  Winchester.  You  will  recollect  that  I  sent  you  [August  17]  a 
memorial  from  the  county  court  of  Shenandoah  on  this  subject,  with  my 
indorsement  thereon.*  Any  representation  Colonel  Conn  will  make  to 
you  may  be  implicitly  relied  upon  for  its  accuracy. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 

*  See  Walker  to  Johiiatoxi,  Angast  29,  p.  816. 
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No.  26.]  Gamp  Oaulbt,  Ya.,  Auguti  31^  186L 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise  : 

Sm :  The  messenger  who  carrieB  this  note  to  yoa  gives  me  informa- 
tion,  which  he  will  impart  to  yon,  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy  have 
abandoned  Gk^nley  Bridge,  and  are  now  advancing  npou  me  at  this 
point.  If  this  information  be  correct,  yon  shoald  send  me  the  strong- 
est of  yoor  regiments  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  near  Ganley,  with  a  good 
battery,  so  as  to  be  perfectly  in  reach  of  me  in  case  of  need,  and  yoa 
shoald  at  once  advance  with  the  remainder  of  your  command,  and  take 
possession  of  the  camp  at  the  month  of  the  Guuloy.  I  most  ask  of  yon 
also  to  send  me  two  companies  of  efficient  cavali^.  Mine  is  in  Green- 
brier recmiting,  and  I  am  measurably  without  dragoon  force.  I  have 
but  little  doabt  of  their  retreat,  although  I  much  doubt  of  their  inten- 
tion of  coming  this  way.  SMU,  lest  it  be  true,  all  necessary  precautions 
should  be  taken  to  meet  them«  and  to  this  end  your  regiment  of  infan- 
try and  a  squadron  of  horse  will  probably  be  essential. 
Very  respectMly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Commanding  Army  ofKanatcha. 


Heabquabtebs  of  Wise's  Legiok, 
Dogwood  Oap  Ccmp^  Fa.,  Augtut  31, 1861—10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Qea.  John  B.  Flotb,  Commanding^  dte. : 

Sm :  Your  messenger,  Mr.  Oamiflx,  has  just  arrived,  and  is  met  by 
Captain  Gaskick  just  from  Cotton  Hill.  From  the  latter  we  learn  that 
on  Wednesday  last  the  enemy  were  apparently  moving  up  Gauley  to- 
wards Twenty  Mile  Creek,  but  yesterday  and  to-day  they  have  returned 
numerously.  Their  tents  had  been  struck,  and  are  now  erected  again. 
Certain  it  is  that  they  have  on  this  side  retired  firom  the  Hawk's  I^est 
and  Turkey  Creek  to  Big  Creek,  and  have  left  the  heights  above  Bieh 
Creek,  on  the  Gauley  side  of  the  mountain.  I  have  this  day,  accord- 
ingly, moved  up  all  of  my  available  cavalry,  and  am  preparing  to  move 
up  my  artillery  and  infantry  to  morrow.  My  regiments  are  reduced 
one-half  by  the  measles,  my  cavalry  more  than  one-half  in  efficiency  by 
want  of  forage  and  horseshoeing  and  by  the  detachment  of  one  troop 
over  ^ew  Biver,  and  my  artillery  one-third  by  the  detachment  re-en- 
forcing your  brigade.  My  whole  available  and  efficient  force  here  is  less 
than  1,800  men  of  all  arms.  If  I  send  you,  then,  my  best  regiment>,  a 
good  battery  of  artillery,  and  two  companies  of  efficient  cavalry,  there 
will  be  left,  for  the  defense  of  this  road,  or,  rather,  to  execute  your  order 
to  take  possession  of  the  camt>  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley,  less  than 
1,100  men  and  but  one  piece  of  artillery.  You  have  three  of  my  pieces 
of  artillery,  and  I  have  but  five  left.  If  a  good  battery  is  taken  away, 
and  one  regiment^  the  best  out  of  three  (now  reduced  in  numbers  to 
the  complement  of  one  and  a  half  regiments),  and  also  nearly  all  of  my 
efficient  cavalry  are  detached,  I  shall  not  have  force  enough  for  defense, 
much  less  to  take  possession  of  the  camp  at  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley. 
Five  times  my  numbers  cannot  take  that  camp  without  any,  or  with 
but  one,  piece  of  artillery,  well  fortified  as  it  is,  with  nearly  double  the 
number  of  pieces  of  our  combined  commands.  The  enemy  are  about 
700  strong  on  this  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Gauley,  with  artillery  in 
position.  To  drive  them  first  across  Gauley,  in  the  face  of  batteries 
covering  them|  &om  the  camp  on  the  opposite  side,  and  then  to  take 
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that  camp  with  1,100  txwapB  (800  infiuitry  only  and  dOO  cavalry,  which 
will  be  oaelesa  in  the  assaalt  across  a  rapid  river  withoat  a  bridge  and 
without  a  ferry  for  ns  and  withoat  artillery,  against  doable  my  nam- 
bers,  intrenched  in  a  stronghold),  will  be  wholly  impracticable  and  des- 
perate in  the  very  attempt. 

I  therefore  submit  to  you  the  reconsideration  of  these  orders.  My 
forces  are  too  weak  already  for  the  execution  of  them.  I  submit  this 
wiUi  tiie  less  hesitation,  as  I  am  informed  beyond  doubt  that  anotlier 
regiment  of  jour  own  brigade. is  advancing  now,  and  will  join  you  to- 
morrow evening  probably.  I  will  dispatch  a  messenger  to  hurry  them 
on  to  you,  and  beg  to  be  allowed  to  advance  upon  the  enemy  with  my 
whole  force,  throwing  one  of  my  regiments  across  New  Biver,  and  at- 
tacking them  from  Cotton  Hill  with  a  part  of  my  artillery.  I  venture, 
respectfully,  to  submit  these  suggestions  of  what  I  deem  the  best  phui 
of  strengthening  your  i)06ition,  by  drawing  the  enemy  bade  from  an 
advance  upon  it. 

In  reply  to  another  note  received  firom  you  this  morning,  ordering  me 
to  jodvance  upon  the  enemy  with  my  whole  force,  and  asking  who  Colo- 
nel Henningsen  is,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  he  is  a 
distinguished  commander,  who  is  not  in  his  first  command,  and  has 
accepted,  at  my  request,  the  colonelcy  of  one  of  my  regiments;  is  the 
senior  of  infontry  in  my  Legion;  is  in  command  of  the  post  at  Dogwood 
Oap,  superintending  the  works  for  its  defense,  and  is  awaiting  the  com- 
mission for  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  recently  appointed  and 
which  he  has  accepted :  a  gentleman  and  officer,  whose  reports  are  im- 
plicitly relied  upon  by  nis  commanding  general 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBimY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OekerdL 


Ko.  27.J  Oamp  Oaulbt,  Ya.,  Augwt  31, 1861—12  noon. 

General  Hbnbt  A.  Wise: 

Sir:  I  have  received  information^  through  scouts  under  command 
of  Captain  Corns,  that  the  enemy  in  fiill  force  are  advancing  Irom 
Gauley  Bridge  in  this  direction.  They  are  within  12  miles  of  this  point. 
You  will  therefore  send  me  without  delay,  upon  receiving  this,  1,000 
of  your  infantry,  your  best  battery,  and  one  squadron  of  your  horse. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Oommandin§j  c&o. 

(Indoraement.] 

Beoeived  by  Brig.  Gen.  H.  A.  Wise  on  September  1, 1861,  at  4.40 
a.  m. 


Yaxlet  Mountain,  Ya.,  AugnH  31, 1861. 

General  Henbt  A.  Wise, 

Comdg,  Wis^s  Legion^  Dogwood  Oapy  West  ofLewiahurgj  Fa.: 

General  :  I  have  just  received  and  read  with  much  interest  your 
report  of  the  28th  instant.  The  troops  under  your  command  deserve 
great  commendation  for  the  alacrity  and  cheerfulness  they  exhibited  in 
the  tiying  march  they  underwent  to  Gauley  Biver  and  the  promptitude 
with  which  they  performed  their  duty.    I  regret  the  loss  sustained  by 
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Colonel  Jenkins'  cavalry,  by  apparently  incautionsly  advancing  into 
an  ambuscade.  The  behavior  of  Captain  Brock  on  the  occasion  was 
praiseworthy.  Danger  is  so  sharp  that  its  frequent  presence  will  in- 
spire coolness  and  self-possession  in  the  men,  and  ultimate  benefit  will 
result  from  it  Yet  they  ought  not  to  be  exposed  unnecessarily.  I  am 
much  gratified  at  General  Floyd's  success  in  dispersing  and  punishing 
the  regiment  of  the  enemy  beyond  the  Gauley,  and  feel  assured  that 
by  your  united  efforts  you  will  be  able  to  drive  back  to  Ohio  his  whole 
force.  A  re-enforcement  of  two  regiments  (one  from  North  Carolina  and 
one  from  Georgia)  is  on  the  march  to  Lewisburg. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Oeneralj  Oamfnandinff. 


Ah9traot  from  retwm  of  the  Department  of  FrederUikehwrg^  commanded  (y  JBrig,  Gen.  T. 

M.  Holmee,  August  31, 1861. 
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Abetraet  from  a  field  return  Auguet  31, 1861,  of  the  Firet  Corps,  Army  of  ihe  Potomae, 

commanded  by  General  Beauregard,  Manassas,  Fa, 
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OrganizatUm  of  the  First  Corpg^  Army  of  the  Potomac,  commanded  hy 
General  0.  T.  Beauregardy  O.  8.  Army^  headquarters  Manassas^  August 
[31  f  ]  1861. 


TXB8T  BBIOADS. 

'•  Oem,  Jf.  L,  Bonham,  eommamdHmg. 

Second  South  Carolina. 
Third  Qonth  Carolina. 
Seventh  Sonth  Carolina. 
Eighth  Sonth  Carolina. 

aSCOND  BBIOADS. 

Brig.  Om*  B.  8.  Zwelt,  eommtmding. 

Fifth  Alahama. 
Sixth  Alabama. 
Eighteenth  Alabama. 
Twelfth  Minmiwippl. 

THIBD  BBIOADS. 

Brig.  Om.  D.  B.  JomM,  wmmtmdimg. 

Fourth  Sonth  Carolina. 
Fifth  Sonth  Carolina. 
Sixth  Sonth  Carolina. 
Ninth  Sonth  Carolina. 

rOUBTH   BBIOADS. 

Brig.  Gem,  Jama  Longiireet,  eommauMtg. 

First  Virginia. 
Seventh  Virginia. 
Eleventh  Virginia. 
Seventeenth  Yirgina. 


FUTH   BBIOADS. 

Brig.  Om.  Fh.  St.  Oeo,  Cock&,  wwmamdiMg. 

Eighteenth  Virginia. 
Nineteenth  Virinnia. 
Twenty-eighth  vir^nia. 
Twenty-ninth  Virginia. 

eiXTH  BBIOADS. 

Brig.  Oea.  J.  A.  Early,  eommanding. 

Fifth  North  Carolina. 
Eleventh  North  Carolina. 

North  Carolina. 

Twenty-fonrth  Virginia. 

SSVBirXH  BBIOADS. 

Col.  JV.  G.  Evan§,  ccmmamding. 

Seventh  Mini88ipi>i. 
Thirteenth  Miauwippl. 
Seventeenth  MissiBsippi. 
Eighteenth  Miasiasippi. 

BIQIRH  BBIOADS. 

Col.  J.  G.  SegfMwr,  commandSmg. 

First  Special  Battalion,  Louisiana. 
Sixth  RecnLmenty  Louisiana. 
Seventh  Ke^iment,  Louisiana. 
Eighth  Be^iment,  Louisiana. 
Niuth  Begiment,  Louisiana. 


Ah9traei  from  return  of  the  Third  DiifMon  Virginia  Militia^  ammand^  (y  Brig.  Gem. 

Jamee  H,  Careon,  for  August,  1861. 
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Headqttabtebs, 
Mana$»atj  Sq^tember  1, 1861* 

Hon.  L.  P.  WalkbBi  Secretary  of  War: 

Sm :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letters  of  the  29th  and 
30th  of  August  in  relation  to  the  militia  of  the  county  of  Shenandoah 
now  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  and  the  papers  indosed 
with  them. 

Two  matters  are  involved :  What  number  of  infiuitry  the  service  re- 
quires in  and  near  Winchester  and  what  section  should  furnish  it. 

The  first  question  should  be  answered  by  me;  the  second,  I  suggest, 
with  all  respect,  should  be  submitted  to  the  governor  of  Virginia  or 
answered  by  the  War  Department 

While  commanding  in  the  valley  of  Virginia  especially,  I  called  into 
service  about  2,500  imlitia.  There  were  two  considerations  in  fixing  the 
Bumber^the  force  required  and  that  which  the  district  ought  to  be 
called  upon  to  fhmish.  I  still  think  the  force  then  called  out  sufSdent 
But  whether  it  should  be  furnished  by  that  or  some  other  section  of 
Virginia  or  of  the  Confederacy  I  have  no  means  of  forming  an  opinion. 
I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  percentage  of  its  population  any 
portion  of  the  country  may  have  sent  into  the  field. 

Permit  me  to  suggest,  therefore,  the  reduction  of  the  militia  force  in 
the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  to  the  number  of  2,500,  and  that  the 
proper  authorities  of  Virginia  be  requested  to  select  the  portion  to  be 
disbanded,  and  to  direct  such  portion  to  deposit  their  arms  in  Win- 
diester  and  return  to  their  usual  avocations. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraX. 


No.  28.]  Camp  Oaulst,  Va.,  September  1, 18SL 

Brig.  Oen.  Hbnby  A.  Wise  : 

Sib  :  From  more  recent  information  I  think  it  doubtful  whether  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  require  at  this  time  the  union  of  your  force 
with  mine,  as  embraced  in  my  last  order  to  you  late  in  the  evening. 
You  will  therefore  retain  your  forces  in  camjj  until  further  orders.  Your 
explanation  about  Colonel  Henningsen  is  sufficient,  but  in  future  yoa 
will  requite  all  officers  under  your  command,  when  making  reports  to  be 
sent  to  headquarters,  to  superadd  their  rank  to  their  signatures. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadter-Oeneraly  Commanding  Army  of  the  KanawHa, 


BiCHMOND,  September  2, 186L 

General  Joseph  B.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac^  Manaeeasj  Va. : 

Sib  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  inquire  of  you  how  the 
regiments  of  your  entire  command  are  organized  into  brigades,  naming 
in  each  case  the  brigade  nnd  the  regiments  of  each  command ;  also  snch 
regiments  as  are  associated  together  but  not  under  a  brigadier,  and  any 
other  regiments  which  may  be  serving  separately.    You  are  desired  to 
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state  also  the  whole  force  of  eayalry.  how  organized,  where  posted, 
and  how  commanded;  also  the  whole  lorce  of  artillery,  how  organized, 
^wbere  posted,  and  by  whom  commanded,  designating  batteries  which 
are  associated  together,  those  which  are  serving  separately,  and  such 
as  form  the  armament  of  field  works;  and,  farther,  designating  sach  bat- 
teries or  guns  as  were  captured  at  the  battle  of  MaiMtssas  and  such  as 
have  been  sent  to  your  command  since  that  battle. 

This  report  is  intended  to  embrace  the  whole  force  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  except  the  command  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Holmes. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OenerdL 


BiOHMOND,  September  3, 1801. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johkston,  Commandingj  d:c,j  Mananasj  Va. : 

Geitebal  :  The  President  desires  that  you  will  order  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Trimble  to  Evansport,  on  the  Potomac,  to  command  the  batteiy 
and  troops  at  that  point. 

I  am,  sir,  respeotfoUy,  &c., 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutamt  and  Inepector  GeneriiL 


BiOHMOin),  September  4,  1861. 
Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sib:  According  to  your  suggestion  this  morning  I  beg  leave 
to  present  in  writing  one  or  two  considerations  connected  with  the  mil- 
it^y  arrests  made  and  being  made  in  the  region  of  the  lower  valley  of 
Virginia  along  the  Potomac  border. 

A  number  of  such  cases  were  submitted  to  my  examination  by  Gen- 
eral Johnston  while  in  command  at  Winchester,  and  the  principle  I 
acted  upon  was  to  arrest  no  one,  and  to  prosecute  no  one  further  who 
had  been  arrested,  when  turned  over  to  me,  for  holding  merely  in  the 
abstract  disloyal  opinions,  nor  even  where  they  expressed  them  con- 
scientiously and  in  a  general  way,  but  to  seize  only  such  as  were 
actively  engaged  against  us  in  some  mode  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy. 

The  effect  of  this  i>olicy  has  been,  as  I  am  fhlly  satisfied,  to  improve 
greatly  the  poptQar  sentiment  and  to  strengthen  our  cause  in  that  part 
of  Virginia  where  I  regret  to  say  it  was  much  needed.  Recently,. as  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  several  arrests  have  been  made  by  the  military 
upon  mere  general  suspicion  of  the  party  holding  (and  perhaps  express- 
ing in  a  general  way  merely)  unsound  opinions  as  to  the  great  issue 
between  us  and  the  North,  and  I  am  satisfied  evil  consequences  will 
result  from  it.  Gentlemen  of  high  character  and  social  position,  I 
understand,  are  under  arrest  now  at  Winchester,  without  any  oppor- 
tunity or  means  whatever  afforded  them  of  having  their  cases  exam- 
ined and  determined.  Others  also  of  like  character,  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  will  soon  be  taken  into  custody. 

Without  troubling  you^  therefore,  further  in  detail  with  the  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  believe  these  arrests  will  be  productive  of  much 
mischief,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  something  in  the  way  of  a  com- 
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mission,  made  in  part  at  least  of  civilians  of  intelligence  and  undoubted 
loyalty,  be  constituted,  to  examine  into  these  cases  promptly,  and  make 
proper  disposition  of  them,  by  either  remitting  them  to  the  civil  authori- 
ties, where  prosecutions  can  be  maintained,  or  turning  them  over  to  the 
proper  higher  military  authorities,  or  in  proper  cases  discharging  them 
from  custody.  Th^  law  of  Virginia  is  very  defective  on  this  subject, 
and  in  these  border  counties,  with  the  enemy  around  them,  it  is  quite 
out  of  the  question  to  pursue  the  ordinary  slow  course  of  prosecuting 
such  cases. 

A  reply,  if  addressed  to  Oharlestown,  Jefferson  County,  Virginiai 
will  reach  me,  though  it  may  not  be  important  that  I  should  have  one 
if  proper  instructions  be  given  to  the  military  authorities. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

A2n)BEW  HmiTEB. 


HEABQT7ABTBBS  DfiPABTMBNT  OF  FBEDBBIOKSBUBO, 

Broolu^s  StaUony  September  4, 186L 

(General  S.  Goopbb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General  0.  8.  Army: 

Gbnbbal  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  concerning  the  fortifications  of  Grey's 
Point,  that  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  the  enemy  has  or  has  had  any 
intention  of  establishing  himself  there  for  any  purpose,  neither  do  I  see 
any  benefit  he  could  derive  from  so  doing. 

With  regard  to  the  construction  of  a  battery  there  by  ourselves,  I 
think  Mr.  Montague's  calculations  are  erroneous :  first,  as  to  its  effect 
to  close  the  river ;  and,  second,  as  to  the  number  of  men  necessaiy  to 
defend  it  The  distance  across  the  channel  (1^  miles)  is  too  great  for 
the  effective  fire  of  any  but  rifled  guns  even  in  the  daytime,  while  a 
whole  fleet  might  pass  without  molestation  by  night.  Should  the  enemy 
determine  to  attack  the  battery  at  all,  the  designated  force  would  he 
but  a  tithe  of  what  would  be  required  to  defend  i^  and  situated  as  it  is, 
within  four  or  flve  hours  of  Fortress  Monroe,  with  no  greater  garrison 
than  that  suggested,  we  might  soon  hear  of  another  Hattoras.  If  I 
could  detach  two  regiments  from  here  I  would,  for  the  convenience  of 
the  people  on  the  river,  construct  a  battery  at  Grey's  Point  and  anotha 
at  Gherry  Point,  opposite  j  but  I  have  not  now  a  single  soldier  more 
than  I  think  will  be  required  to  defend  the  batteries  at  Aqnia  Greek 
and  those  which  are  to  be  constructed  at  Evansport. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  n.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding  DepartmenL 


BiOHMOND,  September  i,  186L 

General  B.  E.  Lbb,  Staunton^  Va, : 

Gbnbbal  :  Your  several  communications  were  duly  submitted  to  tlie 
President,  who  has  read  them  with  much  satisfaction  and  fully  approves 
of  all  you  have  done.*  He  has  not  ceased  to  feel  an  anxious  desire  for 
your  return  to  this  city  to  resume  your  former  duties,  even  while  satis- 
fied of  tiie  importance  of  your  presence  in  Western  Virginia  so  long  as 

*No  reports  foand. 
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might  be  necessary  to  cany  ont  the  eDds  set  forth  in  your  commnnica- 
tions.  Whenever,  in  yoor  judgment,  circumstances  will  justify  it^  you 
will  consider  yourself  authorized  to  return. 

I  am.  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  COOPER, 
A^utant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


No.  30.]  Neab  Hawk's  Nest,  Ya.,  September  4, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Floyd,  Commanding^  &c, : 

Since  writing  by  Colonel  Croghan  to-day,*  I  am  urged  (by  the  ap- 
])earance  of  the  enemy  and  intelligence  of  their  forces,  in  order  to 
defend  Miller's  Ferry  and  Liken's  MiQ,  which  I  am  determined  to  hold) 
to  ask  that  you  will  re-enforce  me  by  sending  to  me  the  whole  or  a  part 
of  Colonel  Tompkins'  regiment,  with  him  in  command,  and  to  return 
my  corps  of  artillery  also.  We  want  two  pieces  for  Cotton  Hill,  and  I 
can  send  an  additional  cavalry  force  to  Loop  Creek.  I  am  assured  that 
Colonel  Tompkins  will  not  object  to  this  order.  Lieutenant  Witcher 
informs  me  that  my  attack  upon  them  yesterday  drew  nearly  all  their 
forces  from  Grauley  Bridge. 
Bespectfolly,  yours, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  September  5, 1801. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

My  Deab  Genebal  :  Yours  of  the  3d  instantt  was  delivered  by  Mr. 
Washinffton,  who  promised  to  call  to-day  for  an  answer.  I  am  still  weak, 
and  selaom  attempt  to  write;  even  to  you  it  is  necessary  to  be  brief. 
The  view  in  relation  to  the  number  of  guns  necessary  at  Evansport 
was  communicated  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  in  order  that  he  might, 
when  practicable,  furnish  them.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  movements 
of  ti'oops  by  the  enemy  indicates  operations  from  the  base,  or  fear  of 
an  attack  by  us  upon  that  point,  or  preparation  for  a  movement  firom 
Fort  Monroe  as  abase.  You  have  again  been  deceived  as  to  our  forces 
here.  We  never  have  had  anything  near  to  20,000  men,  and  have  now 
but  little  over  one-fourth  of  that  number.  General  Walker  [who]  came 
here  sick,  has  since  gone  up  to  join  you.  Van  Dom  has  not  been  here, 
and,  so  far  as  informed,  has  not  yet  left  Texas.  When  relieved  he  will 
come  here,  unless  otherwise  directed.  Magruder  applies  for  8,000 
troops  to  cneck  projected  operations  of  General  Wool  in  the  Peninsula. 
Wise  is  dissatisfied  with  General  Floyd,  and  seeks  to  be  withdrawn. 
Without  his  command  Floyd  cannot  hold  the  valley  of  Kanawha.  We 
have  been  disappointed  in  our  efforts  to  get  arms.  Had  you  arms  to 
supply  t^e  10,000  men  you  want  they  could  soon  be  had. 

Lee  is  still  in  the  mountains  of  Virginia.  The  rains  have  retarded 
his  march,  or  I  think  he  would  have  b^ten  the  enemy  in  that  quarter. 
Had  we  the  means  to  move  on  Beverly  from  Winchester,  it  might  re- 
sult in  the  capture  of  Bosecrans  and  the  repossession  of  Western  Vir- 
ginia.   To  permit  the  enemy  to  gain  a  success  over  any  portion  of  the 

*Beport  of  nkirmlBh  near  Hawk's  Nest.    Bee  p.  122. 
tNot  found. 
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Army  of  the  Potomac  would  be  a  sad  disaster,  and  I  have  done  all  that 
was  possible  to  strengthen  yon  since  the  date  of  your  glorious  victoiy. 
The  enemy  has  grown  weaker  in  numbers  and  far  weaker  in  the  char- 
acter of  their  troops,  so  that  I  have  felt  it  remained  with  us  to  decide 
whether  another  battle  should  soon  be  fought  or  not.  Your  remark 
indicates  a  different  opinion. 

The  organization  of  the  army  into  divisions  would  be  advantageous 
if  you  have  junior  brigadiers  of  great  merit  and  senior  brigadiers  unfit 
to  command.  As  to  a  commander-in-chief,  it  is  provided  by  the  rule  i^ 
plying  to  troops  who  happen  to  join  and  do  duty  together. 

In  relation  to  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Holmes  I  will  only 
say  that  it  is  in  easy  communication  with  this  place  by  railroad  and 
telegraph,  but  has  little  and  tedious  connection  with  Manassas;  where- 
fore it  has  been  kept  in  direct  correspondence  with  Richmond. 

The  battery  above  Aquia  Greek  was  located  with  reference  to  width  of 
channel  of  river  and  detensibility  against  attack  from  Alexandria.  The 
lower  side  of  the  Quantico  commands  the  upper.  The  upper  side  of  the 
Occoquan  is  reported  to  command  the  lower.  The  long  and  circuitous 
march  from  Alexandria  to  Quantico  would  enable  you  to  strike  the 
column  in  the  flank  and  reverse.  The  direct  and  short  march  to  Occo- 
quan offers  no  such  advantage.  If  we  drive  off  the  vessels  from  that 
part  of  the  Potomac^  the  Marylanders  can  come  safely  to  us  and  we  may 
cross  to  that  part  of  Maryland  where  our  friends  are  to  be  found. 

Every  effort  shall  be  made  to  furnish  the  howitzers  you  want.  Col- 
onel Pendleton  will  give  yon  details.  I  wish  I  could  send  additional 
force  to  occupy  Loudoun,  but  my  means  are  short  of  the  wants  of  each 
division  of  the  wide  frontier  I  am  laboring  to  protect  One  ship  load  of 
small-arms  would  enable  me  to  answer  e£  demands,  but  vainly  have  I 
hoped  and  waited.  I  have  just  heard  that  General  A.  8.  Johnston  is 
here.  May  God  protect  and  guide  you. 
Your  friend, 

JBFPBESON  DAVIS, 


War  Depabtment, 
Bichmondj  September  6, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Confederate  Forces  on  the  Potomac : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  wish,  unofficially,  to  say  that  the  iudosed 
copy  of  a  letter  of  Mr.  Vice-President  Stephens  reveals  a  case  similar 
to  several  others  that  have  been  brought  before  me,  and  which  I  have 
been  compelled  to  regard  as  exceptional  to  the  general  role  established 
by  you,  that  no  furlough  shall  be  granted  at  this  t^me  in  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  You  are  doubtless  aware  that  every  rule,  to  be  perfect 
must  admit  of  exceptions,  like  the  case  presented,  that  appeal  to  the 
higher  and  holier  principles  of  humanity,  the  preservation  of  which  the 
rule  itself  acknowledges  and  is  intended  to  secure.  I  fully  appreciate 
the  necessities  of  your  position  regarding  the  orders  you  have  issued  in 
regard  to  furloughs  and  their  rigid  enforcement;  but  I  respect^ially 
suggest  that  a  case  may  occasionally  arise  in  itself  constituting  the 
essence  of  the  rule. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  P.  WALKER 
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No.  31.]  Keab  Hawk's  Nest,  Ya.,  September  6, 1861. 

Brig.  Oeii.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  dte. : 

General:  Last  night  and  this  morning  my  scouts  report  lights 
appearing  and  disappe^ng,  as  if  shed  from  dark  lanterns,  all  along 
the  ridges  north  of  my  lines,  and  also  blue  lights,  evidently  signaling 
with  those  on  the  side  from  the  Cotton  Hill.  They  have  beaten  inna- 
merable  and  indescribable  paths  in  eveiy  direction  from  Shade  Creek, 
just  this  side  of  Piggot's  Mill,  with  a  view  to  frdl  on  my  rear,  and  this 
comjielsme  to  extend  my  posts  beyond  my  effective  strength,  covering 
from  Dogwood  Gap  to  the  Hawk's  Nest  now,  in  order  to  gnard  my 
own  rear  and  the  approach  to  Carnifix  Ferry.  The  enemy  came  up  in 
large  re-enfbrcements  the  other  day  from  Ganley,  with  several  additional 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  are  now  at  least  1,800  strong.  My  whole  avail- 
able force  here,  of  all  arms,  is  not  over  1,200  men,  300  of  whom  are 
cavalry,  and  not  effective,  at  this  point.  We  are  obliged  to  leave  two 
pieces  of  artiUery  at  Dogwood,  and  require  at  least  six  pieces  here,  and 
we  have  but  three.  I  beg  you  to  return  to  me  my  corps  of  artillery, 
with  their  three  pieces,  and  to  re-enforce  me  with  Colonel  Tompkinar 
regiment,  less,  I  believe,  than  400  men.  I  ask  this  the  more  unhesi- 
tatingly as  the  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  regiments  (two  full  ones) 
are  on  the  march  to  you,  and  will  be  with  you  in  a  few  days.  And  here 
permit  me  to  add  that,  by  strengthening  me  here,  I  can  move  so  as  to 
make  your  approach  down  the  Gauley  towards  the  enemy  perfectly 
easy.  On  the  3d  instant  (when  the  double  attack  here  and  on  Cotton 
HiU  was  made)  he  drew  a  large  proportion  of  his  forces  from  the  bridge. 
I  think  they  will  attack  me  to-night  or  to-morrow,  before  they  return. 
I  have  concerted  signals  to-day  with  Generals  Chapman  and  Beckley. 
Captain  Fitzhugh  has  just  left  me,  on  the  rumor  of  a  fight  at  Cotton 
Hill  at  5  o'clock  yesterday  evening,  and  the  rumor  is  we  have  got  the 
cover  of  Montgomery's  Ferry.  I  will  defend  Miller's  to  the  last,  and 
can  do  it  certainly  if  re-enforced.  You  can  draw  the  enemy  back  to 
the  bridge  if  you  will  move  to  the  mouth  of  Bich  Creek. 
Very  respectfrilly, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

BrigtMUer-OeneraL 


Camp  Gauley,  Ya.,  September  6, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Heuby  A.  Wise: 

Sib  :  I  send  over  this  morning,  at  your  request,  the  Twenty-second 
Begiment  (Colonel  Tompkins'),  and  also  that  section  of  your  battery 
heretofore  sent  me  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Hart  You  will  take 
care  not  to  make  any  movement  which  will  require  the  presence  for  any 
length  of  time  over  a  very  few  days  of  more  troops  than  your  own 
Legion.  I  cannot  spare  any  men  from  this  column,  and  it  is  very  prob- 
able your  command  will  be  necessarily  moved  on  this  line.  This  will 
only  be  done  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.  In  tbe  mean  time  you  will 
with  all  convenient  diBi>atch  send  two  pieces  of  artillery  across  the 
river  to  Gemeral  Chapman,  to  accompany  his  column  on  its  march  down 
the  left  bank  of  Kanawha.  Beyond  holding  your  position  at  Hawk's 
Nest,  or  thereabouts,  so  as  to  secure  the  communication  you  had  already 
established  across  If  ew  Biver  by  the  ferries,  you  had  better  not  attempt 
anything  beyond  annoyance  against  the  enemy.  That  is  not  the 
direction  from  which  he  can  be  most  successfully  attacked.    Colonel 
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Tompkins  will  not  remain  longer  than  antil  I  am  ready  for  a  forward 
movement,  which  I  hope  to  be  very  shortly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Bngadier-Omerdlj  Commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawha. 


No.  32.]  Gamp  neab  Hawk's  Nest,  Ya.,  September  6, 186L 

Brig.  Oen.  John  B.  Flotd,  Cammandingy  i&e. : 

Snt:  I  am  obliged  for  the  re-enforcements  you  have  sent  to  me,  and 
especially  by  the  return  of  the  section  of  my  artilleiy,  which  is  much 
needed  in  the  position  I  occupy  on  this  road.  Colonel  Tompkins'  regi- 
ment win  not  be  removed  at  all  fVom  this  road.  Whenever  the  two 
pieces  of  my  artillery  can  be  spared  from  this  camp  I  will  order  them, 
under  a  detachment  of  my  own  command,  as  you  direct.  The  mihtift 
of  Oeneral  Chapman  are  not  trained  and  may  lose  the  pieces.  If  a 
piece  is  required  anywhere,  it  is  needed  at  Cotton  Hill. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


No.  33.]  Camp  Neab  Hawk's  Nest,  Ya.,  September  6,  isei. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Cammandingy  (&c, : 

Snt:  I  now  send  orders  toCapt.  O.  Hart,  in  command  of  the  men  and 
pieces  of  artillery  you  have  ordered  to  be  returned  to  my  L^ion.  I 
have  ordered  the  pieces  belonging  to  volunteers  of  the  States  attached 
to  your  command,  left  at  the  White  Sulphur,  to  be  sent  on,  and  they 
shflJl  be  sent  over  to  yon  as  soon  as  they  arrive.  The  two  yon  had  and 
these  two,  with  your  o?m  battery,  will  leave  no  necessity,  I  hope,  for 
my  guns,  and  if  I  am  to  send  two  of  my  pieces  to  co-operate  with  Gen- 
eial  Chapman,  the  Legion  will  be  without  guns  enough. 
Very  respectful^, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadter-OeneraL 


BiCHMOND,  September  7, 1861. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  GOBaAS,  Chief  of  Ordnance: 

Sm:  It  has  come  to  my  knowledge  through  an  official  source  that  the 
million  of  cartridges  which  reached  Camp  Pickens,  at  Manassas,  a  few 
days  since,  are  lying  in  piles  on  the  ground,  exposed  to  the  rain,  and 
must  be  damaged.  The  Quartermaster's  Department  is  responsible  for 
transportation  and  storage,  but  I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  stated, 
and  suggest,  if  it  be  not  your  custom,  that  the  ordnance  officer  at  Man- 
assas 1^  notified  in  advance,  so  long  as  there  is  insufficient  storag<',  of 
intended  transmissions  of  ammunition  for  the  Army,  so  that  similar 
casualties  and  unmerited  censure  may  be  avoids  as  far  as  possible.* 
BespectfttUy, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 
Secretary  of  nor. 

*  Answer,  if  any,  not  foond* 
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BiCHHOin>|  SepUmber  7, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  C.  Mters, 

Acting  Quartermaster-Oenerafy  C.  8.  Army: 

Sm :  I  have  received  from  an  official  source  information  that  the  mill- 
ion of  cartridges  which  reached  Manassas  a  few  days  ago  from  Bich- 
mond  are  lying  in  piles  on  the  ground,  exposed  to  the  rain,  and  must  be 
damaged.  If  sent  iVom  Bichmond  without  notice  to  the  quartermaster 
at  Manassas  to  provide  sheds,  the  blame  is  in  Bichmond.  If  this  notice 
was  given,  the  quartermaster  at  Manassas  is  to  blame.  Every  one  knows 
that  the  deficiency  in  store-houses  at  Manassas  has  existed  from  the  time 
the  army  arrived,  and  this  defect  should  have  been  remedied  long  ago. 
Quartermaster's  stores  of  all  kinds  lie  out  in  the  rain  for  weeks.  I  have 
no  patience  while  powder,  &c.,  is  exposed  to  damage  and  our  plans  ex- 
posed to  failure  by  want  of  ordinary  management.  I  do  not  mean  to 
censure  any  one.  for  I  know  none  of  the  heads  of  the  department;  but 
these  facts  should  be  made  known  in  Bichmond,  and  prompt  steps  taken 
to  remove  the  evils.  I  regret  to  trouble  yon,  and  only  do  so  in  hopes 
that  some  good  may  be  the  result.  It  is  only  necessary  for  me  to  add 
that  the  subject  demands  immediate  attention  and  the  evils  complained 
of  prompt  remedy.* 
Bespectfully, 

L.  P.  WALKEB, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Bichmond,  September  7, 1861. 

Colonel  Northrop,  Commissary-General  Subsistence: 

Sm:  In  a  communication  received  to-day  there  appears  the  following 
suggestive  paragraph  in  reference  to  the  subsistence  of  the  army  at 
Manassas  and  on  the  Potomac: 

It  is  said  to  be  impoesible  to  provide  rations  ahead  for  the  troops.  So  it  may  be  if 
eTerythioff  comes  from  Richmond;  but  if  purchases  are  made  in  the  valley  of  Vir- 
ginia, snchas  floor,  com,  oats,  bacon,  and  oeef,  it  is  certainly  practicable  to  accnmn- 
late  any  quantity,  as  two  railroads  wonld  be  in  requisition  instead  of  one.  Besides, 
flour  can  be  bought  in  the  valley  of  Virginia,  at  the  end  of  Manassas  Railroad,  one 
dollar  per  barrel  cheaper  than  in  Richmond,  while  the  cost  of  transportation  would 
be  only  one-half  that  from  Richmond. 

This  communication  comes  fh>m  a  source  entitling  it  to  consideration. 
Bespectfnlly, 

L.  P.  WALKER. 
Secretary  of  War. 


BiOHMOKD,  Ya.,  September  8, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  duly  received  and  considered  the  letter 
of  General  Beauregard  of  the  6th  instant,  addressed  to  you,  and  your 
reply  of  the  same  date.f  The  first  and  controlling  point  in  the  case  is 
the  occupation  of  a  line  in  close  proximity  to  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments;  and  on  this  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed  to  have  a  decided 
opinion.  If  the  purpose  be  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  by- 
creating  alarm  of  an  attack  until  the  battery  at  Evansport  has  been 
completed,  the  measure  can  have  little  permanence  and  no  material  effect 

*  Answer,  if  any,  not  foond.  t  Not  foond. 
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on  your  general  plan  of  operations.  The  purpose  not  being  stated  tiiat 
has  occurred  to  me  as  the  most  probable,  because  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  yon  do  not  contemplate,  with  yoor  preseut  means,  to  attempt  reg- 
ular approaches  on  the  enemy's  works ;  and,  from  inspection  of  the  map, 
snppose  that,  either  to  prevent  a  movement  by  land  across  the  Occo- 
quau  and  Qaantico  to  attack  our  i)osition  at  Evansport  or  to  move 
your  forces  to  cross  the  Potomac,  you  would  equally  prefer  to  make 
your  base  farther  to  rear.  If,  however,  you  should  wait  for  an  attack, 
still  less  can  it  be  doubted  that  you  would  gain  by  removing  the  battle- 
field as  far  from  the  enemy's  intrenchment  as  other  considerations  may 
permit.  We  cannot  afford  to  divide  our  forces  unless  and  until  we  have 
two  armies  able  to  contend  with  the  enemy's  forces  at  Washington. 
Two  lines  of  operation  are  always  hazardous.  I  repeat  that  we  cannot 
afford  to  fight  without  a  reasonable  assurance  of  victory  or  a  necessity 
so  imperious  as  to  overrule  our  general  policy.  We  have  no  second 
line  of  defense,  and  cannot  now  provide  one.  The  cause  of  the  Con- 
federacy is  staked  ujion  your  army,  and  the  natural  impatience  of  the 
soldier  must  be  curbed  by  the  devotion  of  the  patriot  I  have  felt  and 
feel  that  time  brings  many  advantages  to  the  enemy,  and  wish  we 
could  strike  him  in  his  present  condition;  but  it  has  seemed  to  mc  in- 
volved in  too  much  probability  of  &iluro  to  render  the  movement  proper 
with  our  present  means.  Had  I  the  requisite  arms  the  argument  would 
soon  be  changed.  Missouri  and  Kentucky  demand  our  atU^ntion,  and 
the  Southern  coast  needs  additional  defense.  It  is  true  that  a  success- 
ftU  advance  across  the  Potomac  would  relieve  other  places ;  but,  if  not 
successful,  ruin  would  befall  us. 

I  had  hoped  to  have  seen  you  before  this  date.  I  wish  to  confer  with 
you  and  General  Beauregard,  and,  as  my  health  is  rapidly  improving, 
expect  to  be  able  to  do  so  at  no  distant  day. 

General  A.  S.  Johnston  will  leave  very  soon  for  Tennessee  and  Arkan- 
sas, to  command  on  that  frontier. 
Ever,  truly,  your  Mend, 

JEFFERSON  DAYIS. 


Hbadquastbss, 
MananoBj  September  9, 1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sm :  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, inclosed  with  a  note  from  the  Vice-President  to  you. 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  your  letter  I  am  uncertain  whether  it  is 
intended  to  explain  your  motives  for  granting  the  leave  of  absence 
asked  for  by  the  Vice-President  for  Captain  Lamar,  or  instmctiops  for 
my  guidance,  made  unofficially  out  of  delicacy  to  me.  May  I  beg  to  be 
informed. 

Most  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


BiOBMONDj  September  9, 186L 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding^  <j&c.,  BrooMe  Staiionj  Fa. : 

General  :  It  was  not  designed  in  sending  Genend  Trimble  to  the 
command  of  the  batteries  and  troops  at  Evansport  to  relieve  yon  from 
the  charge  and  responsibilities  of  your  comtmand,  but  rather  to  assign 
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a  competent  oflBoer  of  rank  to  have  the  direction  there.  This  will  be 
explained  in  a  commnnication  to  General  Johnston,  lest  he  may  be  led 
into  error  in  respect  to  the  extent  of  yonr  command.  I  inclose  herewith 
a  letter  of  (General  Johnston,  and  request  that  you  will  fill  so  far  as  it 
is  possible  the  requisition  contained  tiierein,  there  being  at  Norfolk  no 
guns,  carriages,  or  projectiles  to  meet  these  wants. 
Very  respectlully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
AdjuiatU  and  Ingpeetar  CmerdL 

flnolotare.] 

HSADQUABTEBS, 

ManasMSj  Va.j  September  7, 1861. 
(General  Hugbb,  0.  S.  A. : 

General  :  I  have  jnst  been  informed  by  General  Trimble  that  you 
have  many  spare  heavy  guns,  for  which  there  are  barbette  carriages. 
Snch  guns  are  required  for  works  which  have  been  commenced  on  the 
Potomac.  I  have  therefore  written  to  the  Becretaxj  of  War,  asking 
that  you  be  authorized  to  send  to  Evansport,  say,  twelve  d2-pounders 
(three  or  four  rifled),  two  8-inch  sea-coast  howitzers,  two  portable  fhr- 
naces  for  heating  shot,  to  be  sent  in  the  mtmner  suggested  by  General 
Trimble. 

I  have  asked  you  by  telegraph  to  send,  if  you  can,  the  negroes  men- 
tioned in  General  Trimble's  postscript. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeiieral. 


BiOHMOND,  September  0,  1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Cwnmanding,  £c.y  Manassasj  Va, : 

Genebal:  In  reply  to  yours  of  7th  instant,*  in  relation  to  heavy 
guns  for  Evansport,  upon  inquiry  I  find  there  are  no  heavy  rifled  guns 
at  Norfolk;  no  projectiles  or  carriages.  General  Holmes  has  been 
advised  to  send  up  all  the  guns  he  can  possibly  spare  to  All  the  wants 
of  Evansport.  Eight  guns  of  heaviest  caliber,  including  the  rifled  gun 
taken  at  Manassas,  will  have  arrived  at  Evansport  this  evening,  and 
three  d2-pounder8,  one  rifled,  will  be  there  within  three  days.  In  the 
assignment  of  Greneral  Trimble  to  the  command  at  Evansport  it  was 
not  contemplated  to  detach  this  force  from  €leneral  Holmes'  command, 
who  has  been  advised  to  that  effect. 
1  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c, 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inepeetar  Oeneral. 


BiGHMOND,  September  9,  1861. 

Hon.  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sm:  Tour  letter  of  the  7th  instant  has  been  received,  fttmishing  me 
with  the  following  extract : 

It  is  said  to  be  impossible  to  provide  rations  ahead  for  the  troops.  So  it  may  be  if 
everything  comes  from  Richmona,  but  if  purchases  are  made  in  the  valley  of  Virginia, 
8nch*^n«  flour,  com,  oats^  bacon,  and  beei,  it  is  certainly  practicable  to  accumulate 
any  quantity,  as  two  railroads  would  be  in  requisition  instead  of  one.  Besides,  flour 
can  bb  bought  in  the.  valley  of  Virginia,  at  the  end  of  the  Manassas  Railroad,  one  dol- 
lar per  barrel  cheaper  than  in  Sicnmond,  while  the  cost  of  transportation  would  be 
only  one-half  that  from  Richmond. 

*  Inclosure  to  Cooper  to  Holmes,  September  9,  p  835. 
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Some  weeks  ago  the  President  sent  to  this  Departmenti  for  me  to 
read  and  remark  on,  several  reports  relating  to  the  snbaistenoe  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  above  extract  expresses  the  substance  of 
a  part  of  those  reports,  and  implies  similar  censure,  while  it  may  be 
only  an  ontside  attempt  to  make  me  abandon  the  principles  I  have  fixed 
njion  to  supply  the  army.  It  evinces  the  readiness  of  the  writer  to 
criticise  the  operations  of  this  department  without  being  acquainted 
with  the  facts  or  the  plans  on  which  they  are  based.  My  replies  to 
the  President  were  phiced  by  hiip  in  your  hands.  They  cover  all  that 
may  be  inferred  &om  this  paper  and  explode  it  I  therefore  shall  not 
reply  further  than  to  request  you  to  reperuse  those  papers.  I  have 
studied  the  flour  question,  and  resisted  much  outside  pressure  after  I 
arrived  here,  determining  not  to  buy  until  the  market  opened,  and  then 
to  fix  prices  on  the  new  crop,  as  I  was  the  only  purchaser  in  the  field. 
By  firmness  I  held  out  to  the  last  barrel,  and  have  made  ruling  ccm* 
tracts  in  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  and  Lynchburg. 

I  will  be  glad  if  your  correspondent  will  come  forward  and  accept 
this  proposition,  viz:  If  flour  of  the  same  actual  (but  not  inspected) 
quality  can  be  bought  at  the  end  of  the  Manassas  Gap  Bailroad  at  $425 
per  barrel,  and  laid  down  at  Manassas  at  that  price  for  thirty-three  cents 
freight,  which  is  the  substance  of  the  proposition  stated  in  the  figures 
to  which  my  contract  in  Richmond  will  bring  it,  I  will  take  it  with 
pleasure,  contracting  with  the  party  to  famish  the  whole  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  No  such  offer  has  been  made  to  me  from  any  source.  Fur- 
thermore, I  will  contract  to  receive  all  the  bacon  he  can  deliver  to  Major 
Blair  for  two  cents  more  than  that  I  lately  furnished  the  Army  of  the 
Potomiu:  from  this  city. 

I  add  that  M^gor  Blair,  who  has  authority  to  purchase  flour  to  any 
extent  on  the  principles  of  this  department,  which  are  admitted  by  the 
entire  community  and  the  millers  to  be  correct  (while  objecting  to  the 
rule),  is  now  ofl'ering  to  the  people  of  the  valley  forty-two  cents  more 
per  barrel  than  your  reliable  correspondent  says  they  are  wilting  to 
take. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NORTHROP, 
Cammissary-Oeneral  of  Subaistenee. 


Camp  nbab  Hawk's  Nest,  Va., 

September  9, 1801—1.15  p.  m. 

Brigodier-Oeneral  Flotd,  Commanding^  &c. : 

Sib  :  At  8.30  a.  m.  this  morning  I  received  your  two  notes,  the  one 
dated  September  8,  and  the  other  September  0, 18G1,  at  1  a.  m.  The 
latter  date  and  notatidn  of  the  hour  is  obviously  a  mistake. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  any  (if  it  shall  be  found  that  any)  oflBlcer  of 
my  Legion  should  have  seized  upon  a  rifled  brass  G  pounder  or  upon 
anything  else  belonging  to  your  brigade,  at  Jackson's  Biver,  or  any- 
where else;  and  I  equally  regret  that  an  order  was  issued  for  his  aiiest 
by  you  without  affording  me  the  op|K>rtunity  of  correcting  what  may, 
and,  I  think  will,  turn  out  to  be  a  raistalse,  upon  the  one  side  or  the 
other,  of  the  question  to  which  brigade  the  gun  belongs.  For  some  time 
past  I,  too,  received  notice  of  a  gun  for  my  brigade,  forwarded  firom 
Eichmond,  and  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  it^  to  com- 
plete a  battery  for  Captain  Boomer's  company  of  artillery,  and  he  had 
orders  to  take  charge  of  all  artillery  pieces  which  might  be  sent  to  my 
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brigade  arriTing  at  Jackson's  Biver.  He  has  made  no  report  to  me, 
and  I  am  not  informed  that  he  has  taken  or  received  any  gun,  bat  it  is 
very  probable  that,  finding  a  gun  at  Jackson's  Biver,  he  has  brought  it 
on  to  the  White  Solphur,  supposing  it  the  one  intended  for  his  company. 
If  intended  for  your  brigade,  it  is  obvious  that  no  injury  has  been  done 
to  your  command  by  bringing  it  on  its  way  to  the  White  Sulphur,  espe- 
dally  as  you  have  been  anxiously  awaiting  its  arrival  at  your  camp, 
and  I  have  forwarded  orders  at  once  to  deliver  it  up  to  your  officer  in 
charge.  It  was  probably  a  mere  mistake,  by  which,  too,  the  gun  was 
considerably  forwarded  on  its  way  to  you,  and  no  harm,  for  the  same 
reason,  was  done,  even  if  the  person  made  no  mistake,  and  knew  the 
gun  was  intended  for  you,  and  not  for  the  Legion.  And,  if  it  is  intended 
for  the  Legion,  then  the  officer  understood  the  matter  correctly,  and  he 
did  but  execute  orders  in  forwarding  the  gun  on  its  way  to  me  by  tak- 
ing  it  to  the  White  Sulphur. 

in  any  event,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  cannot  consent  that  the 
order  to  arrest  my  officer^ssued  by  you  at  Camifix  Ferry,  shall  be  ex- 
ecuted upon  him  at  the  White  Sulphur  under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case.  First,  because  the  White  Sulphur  is  not  a  place  within  the  bounds 
of  your  command,  except  so  far  as  you  may  order  persons  belonging  to 
your  brigade.  Those  belonging  to  my  brigade  there  are  subject  only 
to  my  orders  or  those  of  Greneral  Lee.  Second,  because  the  complaint 
for  arresting  an  officer  of  my  immediate  and  independent  command, 
should  have  been  made  to  me,  and  the  proper  orders  should  have  been 
passed  through  me,  to  have  afforded  opx)ortunity  for  inquiry  of  the 
officer  complained  of.  Tliird,  because  the  alleged  offense  has  not  been 
inquired  into  at  all,  and  is  believed  to  be  a  mere  mistake,  doing  no  harm, 
at  least,  if  not  furthering  your  wishes,  and  founded  on  a  zeal  to  do  duty 
and  obey  onlers.  Fourth,  because  the  gun  is  just  as  probably  intended 
for  the  Legion  as  for  your  batteries. 

If,  then,  it  turns  out  that  my  officer  has  taken  a  gun  to  the  White 
Sulphur  from  Jackson's  lUver,  he  ought  not  to  be  arrested  by  your 
orders,  both  for  want  of  validity  and  of  justice,  and  the  order  to  that 
end  will  be  resisted  in  my  command.  I  theretbie  (if  it  shall  turn  out 
that  this  offense  has  been  committed  by  any  officer  belonging  to  my 
Legion)  will,  as  long  as  your  order  for  arrest  is  pending,  most  respect- 
fully decline  to  furnish  you  with  a  list  of  my  officers  and  the  dates  of 
their  commissions,  that  you  may  select  from  among  them  such  names 
as  you  would  like  to  be  placed  upon  the  court-msuiial.  It  will  be  time 
enough  to  do  what  is  legitimate  and  proper  to  be  done  when  it  is  no 
longer  hypothetical  whether  it  will  tutn  out  or  not  that  any  offense 
has  been  committed  by  anybody,  and,  if  b^'  anybody,  whether  commit- 
ted by  any  officer  belonging  to  my  Legion. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol^ient  servant, 

HBNEY  A-  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OmerdL 

No.  35.]  Headquabtebs  Army  of  the  ELinawhA| 

Camp  Oauleyj  Fa.,  September  9, 1861 — 1  a.  m. 

(Eeceived  8.45  a.  m.) 
General  Henbt  A.  Wise  : 

Sm:  The  enemy  are  beyond  doubt  advancing  firom  Sutton.  They 
are  reported  by  the  scouts  of  Colonel  McCausland  (who,  with  the  regi- 
ment* is  stationed  in  Summersville)  to  be  within  \2  miles  of  that  place, 
and  m  full  force,  6,000  strong.    My  strength,  indnding  the  regiment 
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of  Colonel  McOanslaiidy  does  not  exceed  1,600  men.  My  own  scouts  re- 
tomed  yesterday  with  the  ftiformation,  which  may  be  relied  on,  that 
there  are  1,000  of  the  enemy  at  the  mouth  of  Twenty  Mile  Creek.  This 
would  seem  to  indicate  a  junction  of  the  forces  under  Cox  with  those 
marching  from  SSutton.  It  is  highly  important  that  this  should  be  pre- 
vented if  i>08sible.  For  me  to  efiect  this,  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  be 
strengthened  by  all  the  re-enforcements  that  can  be  sent  me.  You  will 
then  return  me  without  delay  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  and  at 
the  same  time  send  me  one  of  your  own  regiments.  With  the  remain- 
der of  your  force  you  can  maintain  your  position.  Should  you,  however, 
need  any  addition  to  your  force,  you  can  draw  re-enibrcements  from  the 
command  of  General  Chapman. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Omerdlj  Cammandingy  dkc 

[Xndoncnient.] 

Memorandum. — ^A  verbal  message  was  delivered  along  with  the  sec- 
ond dispatch  (No.  35)  at  2.15  a.  m.  by  J.  A.  Totten,  provost-marshal,  as 
follows :  '^  The  enemy  are  in  Webster,  about  2,500  strong.  Their  object 
seems  to  be  to  unite  with  the  column  advancing  i^m  Braxton.  General 
Floyd  wishes  to  know  at  what  point  he  can  find  the  re-enforcements  he 
sends  for  and  at  what  hour  he  may  expect  them."  Bequires  immediate 
return  of  the  messenger.  Messenger  farther  reports  that  at  5  o'clock 
4,000  or  5,000  were  at  the  foot  of  Powell's  Mountain,  on  this  side.  At 
the  time  of  messenger's  leaving  (about  2  at  night)  they  were  4  or  5 
miles  distant  above  Summersville  ]  2,500  were  in  Webster,  about  50  miles 
distant,  advancing. 


Camp  nbab  Hawk's  Nest, 

September  9, 1861 — 4  p.  m. 

General  John  B.  Floyb,  CommanAwg^  i£o. : 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  yesterday,  received  a^  8.30  o'clock 
a.  m.  to-day  (though  dated  September  0, 1861, 1  o'clock  a.  m.),  I  have 
passed  them  to  Colonel  Tompkins,  and  he  is  on  his  march  to  join  you  at 
Ciunifix  Ferry.  As  to  sending  you  one  of  the  regiments  of  the  Liegion, 
I  find  it  impossible  to  do  so  without  endangering  the  safety  of  my  com- 
mand. I  am  now  in  front  of  the  enemy,  numbering  flrom  2,000  to  3,000 
men,  and  have  three  regiments,  reduced  by  two  companies  from  each 
lefb  at  Dogwood  Gap,  necessarily  required  there,  and  by  measles,  to  not 
more  than  300  effective  men  each,  and  to  a  corps  of  artillery,  numbering 
about  150,  making  in  all  1,050  eflacient  forces,  without  a  breastwork.  It 
is  very  hazardous  to  remain  where  I  am  with  this  force,  and  if  one-third 
of  it  be  called  to  re-enforce  you  at  Camifix,  I  shall  have  to  £^1  back 
again  to  Dogwood  Gap,  lose  all  I  gained  by  driving  the  enemy  to  Big 
Creek,  and  m^yond  all  quick  intelligence  and  easy  communication  with 
Generals  Chapman  and  Beckley  by  Miller's  Ferry,  and  all  the  advan- 
tages of  a  first-class  mill  to  grind  the  meal  and  flour  for  my  men,  where 
both  are  difficult  and  costly  to  be  obtained.  There  is  not  half  force 
enough  now  for  the  defense  of  this  road,  and  if  one-third  be  taken  away, 
the  whole  had  better  be  retired.  I  cannot  maintain  my  position  with 
the  r^nainder  of  my  force,  much  less  annoy  the  enemy,  as  you  have  in- 
structed me.  I  now  need  re-enforcement,  and  cannot  draw  a  man  from 
the  command  of  Gtoeral  Chapman,  for  he  now  is  calling  urgently  for 
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le-enforceiDeiitft  from  me,  and  eepecially  to  moant  artillery  on  Ck>tton 
mil,  and  to  defend  Boone  and  Cabell  CoontieB,  and  to  penetrate  the  val- 
ley of  the  Lower  Kanawha. 

Jdy  eavaliy,  too,  is  of  no  use  here,  for  the  n^aeon  that  forage  cannot  be 
obtained  for  more  than  two  companieB  required  for  vedettes :  and  I  have 
been  compelled  to  send  five  troops,  about  250  horse,  to  Coal  Biver  and 
the  Loop  for  subsistence  and  better  service  than  they  can  render  here 
without  half  enough  food. 

I  beg  you,  thei-efore,  to  relieve  me  from  the  order  to  send  you  one  of 
my  fhigments  of  regiments,  and  I  aak  this  the  more  unhesitatingly,  be- 
cause I  am  reliably  informed  you  have  a  large  re-enibrcement  suivano- 
ing  on  the  way  to  join  you,  and  1  am  sure  that  with  its  aid  you  can 
maintain  your  strong  und  intrenched  position  against  the  odds  likely  to 
attack  you.  For  these  reasons  I  feel  confident  that  you  will  justify  me 
in  awfutiug  further  orders  and  the  removal  of  the  immediate  pressure  of 
the  enemy. 

Further,  I  beg  you  to  order  me  to  attract  the  enemy  fh)m  Gauley 
Bridge,  and  from  advancing  against  you  thence,  by  promptly  proceeding 
to  penetrate  the  Kanawha  Valley  down  Loop  Creek  or  CoeA  Biver  with 
my  whole  Legion.  In  this  way  I  am  sure,  sir,  I  can  re-enforce  you  with- 
out endangering  my  command:  and  this  consideration  alone  makes  me 
venture  diffidently  to  ask  for  tne  order,  without  pretending  to  interfere 
with  the  plans  of  your  own  judgment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HEintY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-GenerdL 


Camp  near  Hawk's  Nest,  Va., 

September  0, 1861—10  a.  m. 
General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  dbc, : 

General  :  Again  I  am  harassed  with  orders  which  I  find  it  difficult, 
if  not  impracticable,  to  comply  with.  After  attacking  the  enemy  on 
the  3d  instant,  he,  as  well  as  I,  fell  back  a  short  distance  to  better  posi- 
tions. We  are  now  about  3  miles  apart,  and  he  is  re-enforced  to  the 
number  of  about  3,000  men.  I  am  leduced  in  effective  force  to  about 
J, 000  infantry  and  artillery.  My  cavalry  is  useless  here  among  steep 
hills  and  for  want  of  forage.  In  this  state  I  called  for  re-enforcements 
fh)m  General  Floyd.  The  day  before  yesterday  he  sent  to  me  Colonel 
Tompkins'  regiment  of  the  State  volunteers.  This  morning  he  an- 
nounces the  enemy  approaching  him  from  Sutton,  as  I  expected,  G,000 
strong,  with  the  apprehensions  of  1,000  from  the  opposite  direction  at 
Twenty  Mile.  This  1  do  not  credit^  but  he  orders  Colonel  Tompkins 
immediately  back,  and  also  one  of  my  regiments  to  be  sent  to  him.  I 
have  issued  the  order  to  Colonel  Tompkins,  but  must  decline  sending 
one  of  my  regiments,  or  give  up  Miller's  Ferry  and  Liken's  Mill,  and 
I)erhaps  Dogwood  Gap. 

Again,  some  time  ago  my  command  had  notice  of  a  piece  of  ord- 
nance forwarded  for  its  service.  I  left  an  artillery  officer  (Captain 
Boemer)  at  White  Sulphur,  to  take  charge  of  three  pieces  there,  and  to 
forward  on  to  that  x)lace  the  piece  or  pieces  expected  from  Bichmond. 
Now,  it  seems.  General  Floyd  expected  four  pieces  also  and  several 
coming  to  Jackson's  Biver,  and  my  officer,  innocently  supposing  one  of 
them  to  be  the  one  intended  for  the  Legion,  took  it  to  the  White  Sul- 
phur. Thereupon  General  Floyd  notifies  me  that  he*has  sent  an  offi- 
cer to  arrest  him,  and  calls  upon  me  for  the  names  of  commissioned 
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officers  of  my  command  to  form  a  coart-martial  to  try  him.  I  shall  re- 
sist this  order,  firstly,  because  the  White  Sulphur  is  not  a  place  within 
the  bounds  of  his  command,  being  subject  alone  to  your  orders ;  sec- 
ondly, because  he  (General  Floyd)  has  no  right  to  arrest  an  officer  of 
my  Legion  at  the  White  Sulphur  by  an  order  issued  by  him  at  Gar- 
nilix,  without  passing  the  order  through  me  and  affording  oppor- 
tunity for  inquiry  into  the  cause  by  me:  thirdly,  because  the  alleged 
offense  has  not  been  inquired  into  at  all,  and  is  believed  to  be  a  mis- 
take, founded  on  a  desire  to  do  duty  promptly  and  to  place  the  guns 
in  service ;  and.  fourthly,  because  the  gun  is  just  as  probably  belonging 
to  my  commanu  as  to  General  Floyd's.  For  these  reasons  I  shall  dis- 
patch counter  orders  to  those  of  General  Floyd  as  to  the  arrest.  As  to 
the  gun,  I  shall  order  it  to  be  delivered  to  General  Floyd  or  his  com- 
mand if  his,  and  to  be  brought  to  me  if  intended  for  the  Legion.  I  state 
these  matters  in  order  that  you  may  interpose  your  authority  in  good 
season,  deeply  regretting  to  be  compelled  to  trouble  you  with  these 
annoyances  of  mine  so  repeatedly. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-OeneraiL 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  Colonel  Tompkins  has  shown  to  me 
the  inclosed  letter,  and  begs  me  to  add  that  he  could  not  enter  into 
particulars,  for  want  of  time,  on  the  eve  of  his  march }  but  to  say  thai 
you  may  be  assured  that  there  is  the  most  disheartening  discontent 
among  men  and  officers  with  the  orders  of  General  Floyd.  It  extends 
so  far  as  to  threaten  both  his  and  my  commands,  and  we  concur  in  the 
earnest  wish  and  prayer  to  be  separated  at  once  from  General  Floyd's 
command,  and  to  have  his  regiment  incorporated  into  my  Legion.  By 
sickness  and  other  causes  we  are  both  reduced  to  one-hadf  our  origin^ 
numbers.  General  Floyd  now  has,  and  has  coming  very  near  to  him, 
first,  his  force  with  which  he  arrived  at  White  Sulphur,  1,200;  Mc- 
Causland's  State  volunteers,  400;  another  regiment  of  his  brigade^ 
400 ;  two  full  regiments,  nearly  here,  from  Georgia  and  North  CaroHnai 
1^600;  Generals  Chapman's  and  Beckley's  militia,  2,000.  In  all,  be- 
sides Tompkins'  and  mine,  5,600.  The  Legion  has,  for  present  8er%ice, 
effective  infantry.  1,200;  artillery,  250;  cavalry,  350;  and  Tompkins 
has  about  400.    Total,  2,200. 

Cavalry  is  of  no  use  here.  Tompkins  is  now  ordered  away,  and  I 
have  but  1,800  men  to  guard  Dogwood  Gap  and  four  other  principal 
points,  especially  the  Hawk's  Nest,  Miller's  Ferry,  Liken's  Mill,  and  the 
Saturday  road.  If  I  send  a  regiment  to  re-enforce  Camifix,  I  must  &11 
back  and  lose  the  quick  communication  with  Chapman  and  Beckley, 
while  General  Floyd  is  impregnably  intrenched  with  a  force  of  over 
4,000  men.  This,  too,  is  required  when  by  his  falling  back  this  side  of 
Gauley  250  men  would  defend  Camifix  against  thousands. 

Colonel  Tompkins'  men  are  loyal  and  true,  and  from  the  valley,  and 
if  we  are  ordered  to  cross  New  River  and  to  penetrate  Kanawha  Valley 
below,  we  can  best  co-operate  with  General  Floyd  and  relicTe  him. 
He  will  need  relief  if  he  does  not  enlarge  his  ferry.  I  unite,  then,  in 
asking  that  Colonel  Tompkins  may  be  incorporated  in  my  Legion,  and 
that  we  may  be  ordered  to  part  from  General  Floyd  to  the  south  side 
of  Kanawha.  Boone  Court-House  is  just  burned,  except  one  stable. 
We  are  badly  treated,  and  I  protest  against  the  command  as  it  now 
stands. 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  QenerdL 
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[InolommJ 

Camp  neab  Hawk's  Nest,  Va.,  September  9, 1861. 
M^.  Gen.  R  E.  L£E: 

Sib  :  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  recnr  to  the  subject  of  two 
recent  letters  add^ssed  to  you  from  the  White  Sulphur.  It  is  very 
dear  to  my  apprehension  that  the  volunteer  forces  organized  and  com- 
manded by  me  are  destined  to  a  disintegration,  which,  if  not  in  viola- 
tion of  law,  is  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  designed.  After  joining  General  Floyd  on  the  25th  ultimo, 
while  our  regiments  were  separated,  the  Thirty-sixth  was  sent  to  Sum- 
mersville  and  the  Twenty-second  sent  to  tliis  place.  I  am  now  under 
orders  to  join  General  Floyd.  These  demonstrations,  superadded  to 
other  evidences,  warrant  the  belief  that  we  are  the  mere  appendages  of 
the  Legion,  without  the  benefits  that  may  obtain  to  that  arm  of  service. 
I  respectfully  submit  that  I  have  not  been  treated  with  the  considera- 
tion due  either  to  past  experience  or  recent  senice,  and,  without  the 
most  remote  wish  to  promote  my  own  personal  interests/ 1  claim  your 
attention  to  the  matter.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  I  shall  most  willingly 
offer  the  resignation  of  my  commission  if  it  is  believed  I  am  incomx>e- 
tent  to  exercise  the  command  which  was  specially  organized  and  pre- 
pared under  my  auspices. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectftilly, 

C.  Q.  TOMPKINS, 
Coland  Ticenty'Second  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 

P.  8. — ^I  return  immediately  to  the  camp  of  Greneral  Floyd. 


Vo.  36.]  Headquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Oaukyy  Fa.,  Sept  9, 18G1.    (Rec'd  Sept  10—2.15  p.  m.) 

Brig.  Gen.  Henbt  A.  Wise: 

Bib:  Within  an  hour  after  my  dispatch  to  you  this  evening  one  of 
my  most  reliable  scouts  came  into  camp,  with  information,  which  can- 
not be  questioned,  that  the  enemy,  at  5  o'clock  to-day,  were  advancing 
this  side  of  Powell's  Mountain.  Their  force  is  certainly  very  large.  1 
am  induced  to  believe  that  it  is  not  less  than  4,000  men.  Their  object 
is  either  to  attack  me  here  or  to  re-enforce  General  Cox.  To  defend  my 
position  with  success  against  this  force,  or  to  prevent  their  junction 
with  Cox  (which  is  important),  I  must  have  re-enforcements.  You  will 
therefore  hurry  ap  the  regiment  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  and,  in  addition, 
send  me  at  once  1,000  of  your  own  men,  with  one  of  your  own  batteries. 
With  this  re-enforcement  my  own  will  be  inferior  in  number  to  the  force 
of  ttie  enemy,  according  to  the  lowest  estimate  of  their  strength. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


No.  37.]  Camp  Gaulby,  Va.,  September  9, 1801, 

(Beceived  September  10 — 2  p.  m.) 
Brig.  Gen.  Henbt  A.  Wise: 

SiE:  I  have  just  received  intelligence,  which  is  entirely  reliable,  that 
the  enemy  in  considerable  ibrce  is  marching  through  the  county  of 
Webster  in  this  direction.  This  force  is  certainly  a  portion  of  the  re- 
serve of  BosecranS)  and  their  object  is,  I  doubt  not,  to  form  a  junction 
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with  the  forces  at  and  near  Sutton,  with  a  view  to  a  movement  npon 
me  or  to  the  re-euforcement  of  General  Cox.  Should  this  junction  be 
effected,  their  strength  will  be  rendered  very  formidable.  In  the  pres- 
ent attitude  of  things  you  will  station  your  regiment  for  which  I  sent 
last  night  at  Dogw^  Gap.  There  it  will  be  in  supporting  distance  of 
me,  and  can  be  more  readily  supplied  with  provisions  than  here,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  bad  condition  of  the  road  between  that  point  and  the 
turnpike.  The  regiment  of  Colonel  Tompkins  will  join  me  here,  as  c^ 
dered  in  my  last  dispatch  to  you. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Briffodier'Generdly  Oammanding  Armif  of  the  Kanawha. 


Heabquastebs,  Tallet  Mountain,  Tihginia, 

September  9, 1861. 
General  Hrkby  A.  Wise, 

Commanding  Legion^  HawVt  Nest^  Kanawha  Valley ^  Virginia : 

General  ;  I  have  just  received  your  report  of  the  5th  instant,*  and 
am  very  happy  to  again  congratulate  you  on  your  success  against  the 
enemy.  I  am  very  sorry  for  the  necessity  under  which  General  Floyd 
found  it  necessary  to  diminish  your  command,  but  you  know  how  neces- 
sary it  is  to  act  upon  reports  touching  tibe  safety  of  troops,  and  that 
even  ruoiors  must  not  be  neglected.  General  Floyd's  po8iti<m  is  an 
exposed  one  and  inviting  an  attack.  He  is  obliged,  therefore,  to  be 
cautious,  and  there  is  no  way  of  being  secure  against  false  information* 
Troops  are  consequently  obliged  to  be  subjected  to  wearisome  marches. 
But  it  is  not  done  intentionally.  In  my  opiDion  it  would  be  highly 
prejudicial  to  separate  your  Legion  from  General  Floyd.  It  might  be 
niinous  to  our  cause  in  the  valley.  United,  the  force  is  not  strong 
enough;  it  could  effect  nothing  divided.  Great  efforts  have  been  made 
to  get  this  force  in  marching  order.  Bad  weatder,  impassable  roads, 
and  sickness  have  paralyzed  it  for  some  time.  There  is  a  prospect  now 
of  being  able  to  resume  operations. 

There  must  be  a  union  of  strength  to  drive  back  the  invaders,  and  I 
beg  you  will  act  in  concert  I  will  forward  your  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  War,  that  he  may  be  gratified  at  the  account  of  the  bravery  of  your 
troops  and  skill  of  your  officers.  But  I  must  tell  you,  in  candor,  I  can- 
not recommend  the  division  of  the  Army  of  the  Kanawha.  We  must 
endure  everything  in  the  cause  we  maintain.  In  pushing  your  move> 
meuts  agaiust  the  enemy,  I  trust  you  will  not  allow  your  troops  to  has- 
ard  themselves  unnecessarily  or  to  jeopardize  the  accomplishment  of 
the  general  operations. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

li.  £•  Ii£C, 
OenertUj  Commandingi^ 


Camp  near  Hawk's  Nest,  Ya^ 

September  10, 1861—^.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  &o,: 

Sir  :  Yesterday  morning  I  received  your  orders  to  return  to  you  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Tompkins  and  to  send  you  one  of  my  regiments^ 
I  dispatched  Colonel  Tompkins'  regiment  immediately,  and  it  must  have 

*  See  p.  124. 
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reached,  if  not  crossed,  Carniflz  Ferry  yesterday.  It  will  certaiuly  be 
there  this  morning,  and  I  prepared  dispatches,  setting  forth  the  reasons 
Hot  not  sending  one  of  my  regiments  as  ordered.  At  2  and  2.30  o'clock 
last  night  I  received  another  order,  simply  to  station  my  regiment  at 
DogwcMKl  Gap,  in  supporting  distance  of  yoar  forces,  and  another  order 
to  send  at  once  1,000  of 'my  own  men  (in  addition  to  the  ix>giment  of 
Colonel  Tompkins),  with  one  of  my  batteries.  The  messenger  who 
bronght  the  last  dispatch  said  he  was  instructed  (verbally)  to  say  that 
at  5  p.  m.  ycoterday  it  was  8upi)osed  that  4,000  or  5,000  of  the  enemy 
Lad  advanced  to  the  foot  of  PowelPs  Moautain  and  on  this  side  of  the 
monntaiu  and  4  or  5  miles  nortli  of  Snmmcrsville,  and  that  2,500  of  the 
enemy,  abont  50  miles  distant,  were  snpi)osed  to  be  advancing  upon  you 
from  Webster. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  inform  yon  that  the  enemy  at  Gauley  Bridge 
has  advanced  1,000  men  up  the  Gauley,  and  every  indication  shows  that 
they  intend  to  advance  about  2,500  men  up  this  tunipikeand  the  Satur- 
day rood  to  the  rear  of  your  position  at  Camitiz  Ferry.  If  all  tbrse  ap- 
pearances are  correct,  you  will  be  threatened  from  three  or  four  points — 
front,  flank,  and  rear — by  not  less  than  8,000  or  10,000  men,  and  a  dis- 
aster will  be  the  loss  of  this  turnpike  and  of  Lewisburg,  at  least. 

The  only  check  upon  the  enemy's  advance  upon  Gamifix,  upon  this 
side  of  Gauley,  is  the  force  under  my  command.  I  now  have  thirty 
<x>mpauies  of  infantry,  six  of  which  are  at  Dogwood  Gap,  and  twenty- 
fonr  companies  here,  averaging,  reduced  as  tliey  are  by  measles,  not 
more  than  40  men  each,  making  in  all  1,200  effective  infantry  (DGO  here 
and  240  at  Dogwood  Gap).  My  artillery,  numbering  in  all  about  314 
men,  is  reduced  by  the  same  causo,  and  by  one  company  at  White  Sul- 
phur, to  less  than  200  eflcctive  men,  and  six  out  of  eight  companies  of 
my  cavalry  have  been  sent  over  New  lliver  to  Loop  Creek  and  Coal  River, 
there  to  do  more  eil'ective  duty  than  they  can  do  here,  and  to  get  corn 
and  oats,  having  been  starved  here  for  want  of  grain.  To  re-euiorce  you 
with  1,000  men  and  one  of  my  batteries  would  leave  me  witb  only  200 
infantry,  100  artillery,  and  about  120  horse,  to  meet  a  force  of  2,500. 
This  would  render  my  command  wholly  inadequate  and  unsafe.  If, 
then,  I  am  to  send  1,000  infantry  and  a  battery,  I  had  better  take  my 
whole  force,  strengthen  you  the  more  thereby,  and  leave  none  exi)osed. 
In  either  event  all  the  positions  for  checking  the  enemy  on  this  turnpike 
will  have  to  be  abandoned  (none  of  them  can  be  held),  and  we  will  lose 
Liken's  Mill  and  Miller's  Ferry. 

If  I  am  not  to  cross  Camifix  Ferry,  it  is  best  to  check  the  enemy  be- 
fore reaching  there,  and  not  at  the  clifb  of  Gauley.  If  I  am  to  cross  that 
ferry,  then  there  will  be  no  force  to  giianl  it  and  your  rear.  If  the  enemy 
advance  npon  you  from  the  other  side  of  Gauley  with  4,000  men,  and 
besiege  you  in  front,  while  2,000  of  them  are  allowed  to  reach  Carnifix 
and  command  the  ferry  in  your  rear  on  this  side,  you  will  bo  cut  off  at 
once  from  all  supplies  of  food,  forage,  and  ammunition.  On  this  side  or 
the  other,  then,  my  command  must  be  endangered  at  Camifix  (the  ferry 
there  is  wholly  insufficient  for  your  present  forces,  and  would  be  hardly 
better  than  none  in  case  of  a  retreat  in  presence  of  the  foe).  In  any 
view,  then,  I  submit  that  the  best  position  to  support  yon  at  present  is 
to  leave  my  whole  command  posted  on  this  road.  We  now  can  hardly 
check  the  enemy  or  repel  him  in  time  for  you  to  recross  the  Gauley  and 
nnite  onr  forces  on  this  side.  A  few  men  can  on  this  side,  with  this  turn- 
pike and  the  roads  leading  from  it  to  Carniflx  guarded,  defend  that  ferry. 
On  the  other  side  our  united  forces  may  easily  be  cut  oif  and  starved  out 
by  such  advance  of  the  enemy  as  seems  to  threaten  your  present  posi- 
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tion.  I  respectfally  advise  that  yoar  force  shall  recross  the  Gaoley.  sta- 
tion a  permanent  guard  of  a  battery  (quite  soffioient  on  this  side  of 
Gamifix  Ferry),  the  remainder  operate  here  in  oo-operation  with  Gen- 
erals Cliapmaii  aud  Beckley,  and  that  you  send  ray  whole  Legion  oyer 
New  lliver  to  Coal  Kivcr,  to  penetrate  Kanawha  Valley  whenever  I  can 
strike  a  blow  below  the  falls,  or  Charleston,  even,  and  to  protect  oar 
loyal  citizens  in  Boone,  Cabell,  aud  Kanawha  Counties.  However  these 
su;7gestions  may  bo  received,  I  feel  it  to  bo  my  duty  to  protest,  respect- 
fully, as  I  do,  uguiust  being  ordered  again  to  Camiftx,  and  against 
crossing  that  ferry  with  any  portion  of  my  command. 

Very  respectfully  and  laithfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-OeneraL 

P.  S. — At  10  a.  m.  I  have  just  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  is 
now  advancing  upon  me,  with  what  force  is  not  exactly  ascertained,  but 
three  companies  are  seen  on  the  hills  near  my  advanced  post. 

HENfiY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier*OenerdL 


No.  38.]  Camp  Gauley,  Va.,  September  10, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  Heney  A.  Wise  : 

Sir  :  I  am  surprised  to  learn  this  morning  that  the  men  I  ordered 
from  your  command  had  not  started  yestenlay.  My  order  was  positive, 
aud  the  reasons  lor  the  order  were  given.  The  safety  of  my  whole  com- 
mand  may,  and  probably  will,  depend  upon  the  prompt  execution  of  the 
orders  I  have  giv^u  you.  You  will  immediately,  uiK>n  the  receipt  of 
this  order,  send  to  mo  1,000  of  your  infantry  antl  one  battery  of  artil- 
lery, if  tbey  have  not  ali-eudy  started,  and  urge  them  to  adv;ince  with 
all  possible  speed.  Beply,  if  you  please,  to  tLis  order,  and  state  the 
hour  of  its  receipt  aud  that  of  starting  your  reply. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ol^ient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brlgadier-Qcneralf  Commanding  Army  of  the  KanatcJuu 

[Indonemcnt] 

Septembeb  10,  1861. 

Message  received  at  12.05,  at  Hamilton's,  where  I  am  called  to  meet 
an  advance  of  the  enemy. 

HENEY  A.  WISK 


At  Hamilton's,  next  to  the  Hawk's  Nest,  Va., 

September  10, 1801^12.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Cammandingj  &o.: 

Sib  :  Mr.  Carr  has  just  handed  me  yours  of  to-day  at  12.05  m.  It 
found  me  here,  called  to  meet  an  advance  of  the  enemy,  who  are  re- 
ported to  threaten  my  picket  at  the  Hawk's  Nest,  and  all  my  force  of 
three  regiments  of  infantry,  a  corps  of  artillery,  and-  two  companies  of 
cavalry  are  under  arms,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  an  obvious  attempt  to 
turn  our  right  flank  and  to  pass  us  at  the  turnpike,  most  probably  to 
gain  Caruiiix  Ferry  in  your  rear.  Under  these  circumstances  I  shall, 
upon  my  legitimate  responsibihty,  exercise  a  sound  discretion  whether 
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to  obey  yoar  very  peremptory  orders  of  to-day  or  not.  Please  excuse 
my  stationery^  it  is  such  as  I  catch  on  the  road,  and  I  have  to  nse  your 
own  envelope. 

Very  respeetfolly.  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral, 


No.  39.]  Camp  Gaiti-bt,  Va.,  September  10, 1861—  8  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise  : 

Deab  Sib:  You  are  hereby  peremptorily  ordered  to  dispatch  to  me, 
immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this,  ail  of  your  disposable  force  saving 
one  regiment,  with  which  you  will  occupy  your  x^resent  position,  unless 
you  deem  it  expedient  to  fall  back  to  a  more  eligible  one.  The  enemy 
has  attacked  me  in  strong  force,  and  the  battle  has  been  raging  from 
3.50  till  7  o'clock.  I  still  hold  my  position,  but  think  the  enemy  will  re- 
new the  attack  by  day  in  the  morning,  with  perhaps  increased  force. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedieut  servant, 

JOmr  B.  FLOYD. 

(Signed  by  the  adjutant-general,  because  General  Floyd  is  disabled 
in  the  arm.) 

pjidoTBement.] 

Beceived  from  Mr.  Garr  and  M^jor  Glass  about  12  or  1  o'clock  at 
night. 

H.  A.  W. 


Septembeb  10, 1831. 

To  His  Excellency  Jeffebson  Dayis, 

President  of  the  Oonfederate  States  of  America : 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Hardy  County,  Virginia,  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  exposed  and  suffering  condition  of  our  county. 
We  have  been  invaded  for  the  past  two  months  by  Northern  thieves. 
Our  houses  have  been  forcibly  entered  and  robbed.  Our  horses,  cattle, 
and  sheep  in  large  numbers  driven  off.  Our  citizens  arrested,  carried  off, 
and  confined,  only  because  they  are  loyal  citizens  of  Virginia  and  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  Our  cattle,  sheep,  and  horses,  to  the  amount 
of  $30,000,  have  been  forcibly  taken  from  us  and  ^appropriated  to  the 
support  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Our  county,  unfortunately,  is  divided,  the  western  portion  Toeing  dis- 
loyal. The  Union  men,  as  they  call  themselves,  have  called  upon  Lin- 
coln for  protection.  He,  in  answer  to  their  call,  has  sent  amongst  us  a 
set  of  base  characters,  who  not  only  protect  the  Union  men,  but  under 
their  guidance  are  committing  acts  unheard  of  in  any  country  claiming 
civilization.  We  have  been  wholly  unprotected  and  unable  to  protect 
ourselves.  Our  enemies  have  met  with  no  resistance.  We  do  not  com- 
plain, as  it  is  perhaps  impossible  to  give  protection  to  all  who  are  suf- 
fering like  depredations ;  but  we  would  suggest  whether  the  interest  of 
the  Confederacy,  apart  from  the  large  private  interest  involved,  does 
not  require  the  protection  of  our  beef,  our  pork,  and  our  com  for  the  nse 
of  the  Southern  Anny.  General  Lee  is  now  drawing  his  supply  of  com 
from  us.  There  is  perhaps  no  valley  in  America  of  the  same  extent 
that  produces  more  &t  cattle  and  hogs  than  the  valley  of  the  South 
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Branch.  Were  we  protected  in  the  possession  of  oar  property  we 
should  be  able  to  supply  Uie  Army  with  several  thousaua  cattle  and 
hogs  and  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  supply  fh>m  other  sources 
fails }  but  if  no  protection  should  be  given  us,  and  the  present  state  of 
things  suffered  to  go  on,  we  may  well  despair  not  only  of  feeding  the 
army,  but  of  feeding  ourselves.  Our  enemies,  not  content  with  driving 
off  our  cattle  and  sheep  by  hundreds  and  our  horses  in  numlters,  are 
to-day,  we  are  most  reliably  informed,  engaged  in  thrashing  out  the 
crops  of  wheat  of  some  of  the  fifurmers  of  Hampshire. 

Wo  have  been  hoping  for  relief  from  Ctenend  Lee's  army  in  Western 
Virginia;  that  the  necessities  of  General  Bosecrans  would  compel  him 
to  withdraw  his  forces  from  us.  In  this  we  have  been  di8api)ointed. 
We  find  still  a  force  on  our  border  acting  with  the  Union  men  sufficient 
to  rob  us.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  at  New  Greek  Station  is 
but  about  30  miles  from  our  county  seat  and  so  long  as  that  point  is 
suffered  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  we  must  be  insecurei 
We  placed  ourselves  under  the  protection  of  the  Gonfederate  States 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  our  exposed  situation,  being  a  border  county^ 
yet  relying  upon  the  ability  and  willingness  of  our  more  Southern 
brethren,  who  are  less  exposed,  to  defend  us. 

We  now  would  most  earnestly  call  upon  you,  the  chosen  head  of  the 
Gonfederacy,  for  relief  and  continued  protection,  if  not  inconsi^ent 
with  more  important  Interests. 

JACOB  YAliT  METER  BT  AL. 


Heasquabtebs  Valley  Mountain, 

September  10,  ISei. 
General  S.  Goopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General^  Richmond^  Va. : 

General  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  supplies  of  provisions 
for  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  are  being  exhausted  at  the  depots  at 
Staunton  and  Millborough,  and  that  no  notice  has  been  received  of  a 
further  supply  being  ordered  from  Richmond.  I  request  that  directions 
be  given  for  full  supplies  to  be  delivered  at  those  points  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, if  it  has  not  already  been  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

£L  E.  XjEE) 
Oenerdly  CommaiuLing. 

P.  S. — Septembeb  10.  I  have  just  heard  that  the  enemy  is  withdraw- 
ing all  his  forces  from  about  Romney  and  along  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Byroad  to  Huttonsville  in  our  front.  The  report  has  been  forwarded 
from  Staunton  by  M^or  Harman.  If  true,  now  is  the  time  for  Golonel 
McDouiild  to  push  at  the  railroad  and  destroy  it  I  would  write  to  him, 
but  do  not  know  where  he  is.    I  begin  to  advance  to-day. 

R.  E«  L. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  September  11, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beaubeoabd,  Commanding^  Manasaas^  Va. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  September  6, 1861,*  has  been  snbodtted  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who  desires  that  you  be  informed  that  at  this 

*  Not  foond. 
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time  it  is  impossible  to  spare  the  two  regiments  referred  to  fit>m  the 
particular  service  for  which  they  are  desigDed.  Such  unarmed  com- 
panies as  can  be  sent  firom  this  quarter  for  battery  purposes  at  Fort 
Fickens  and  Evansport  will  be  forwarded. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  BL  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oenerat 


Was  Depabtment,  O.  S.  A., 
Biohmondj  September  12, 1861* 
General  Joseph  £.  Johnston, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Genebal.:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  9th  instant.  In  reply  I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  my 
letter  of  the  6th  instant,  to  which  you  refer,  was  intended  wholly  as 
explanatory  to  yourself  personally  of  my  motive  and  action  in  the  case 
in  question,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  instructions  for  the 
guidance  of  your  official  conduct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfhlly, 

L.  P.  WALKER, 

Secretary  of  War. 

BiOHMOND,  September  12, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  PotomaCj  Manassas^  Va. : 

Genebal:  Your  letter  of  September  9,*  in  relation  to  Colonel 
McDonald's  mounted  regiment,  has  been  submitted  to  the  President, 
who  states  that  he  cannot  spare  at  this  time  Colonel  McDonald's  regi- 
ment fh>m  the  special  and  important  duties  in  which  that  regiment  is 
now  engaged;  that  efforts  are  being  made  to  send  forward  cavaliy  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  rapidly  as  they  can  be  obtained. 
I  am,  sir,  respectlully,  &c., 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 

Manassas,  September  12, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Whiting,  0.  S.  Army : 

My  Deab  Genebal.:  General  Trimble  informs  me  that  there  is 
reason  to  suspect  that  the  enemy  designs  the  occupation  of  some  point 
on  the  Occoquan  and  fortifying  there.  He  works  so  fast  that  we  must 
be  able  to  interrupt  him  as  soon  as  he  lands — ^that  is  to  say,  very  soon 
after. 

For  this  you  had  better,  instead  of  moving  in  the  direction  of  Dum- 
fiies,  take  a  i>osition  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Bacon  Bace  Church. 
Colonel  Hampton  says  that  the  district  is  a  healthy  one.  Forney's  brigade 
will  be  a  part  of  your  command,  should  any  movement  be  necessary. 
After  seeing  the  country,  decide  as  to  whether  he  need  move.  The  posi- 
tion, or  location  rather,  will  enable  you  to  help  General  T.  If  necessaiy, 
act  upon  the  banks  of  the  Occoquan.  Colonel  H.  will  give  you  informa- 
tion, which  bis  cavalry  will  look  for,  and  be  nearer  to  us  than  at  present, 
especially  our  right,  by  Wolf  Enn  Shoals  Ford. 

*  Not  found. 
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My  headquarters  will  be  for  some  time  near  Fairfax  Station.  They 
will  be  transferred  to-morrow;  hence  the  necessity  of  yoor  commanding 
Colonel  Forney's  Brigade  in  case  of  emergency. 

Colonel  Stuart  yesterday,  with  two  field  pieces,  a  company  of  his 
regiment,  and  305  infantry  (Virginia),  under  iMsyor  Tcrrill,  put  to 
flight  Griffin's  battery  of  eight  pieces,  tiiree  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
a  body  of  cavalry,  strength  not  given.  They  left  behind  6  dead  and  6 
prisoners,  one  mortally  wounded.*  Stuart  is  confident  that  the^'  carried 
otf  a  good  many  dead  and  wounded.  A  prisoner  said  that  the  redoubt- 
able McC.  was  present.  K  so,  I  shall  never  forgive  Stuart  for  not 
securing  him. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHIfSTOK 

Stuart  says  our  loss  was  not  a  scratch  to  man  or  horse. 

Write  to  me  your  opinion  of  the  force  necessary  for  the  observation 
of  the  Occoquan  and  succor  of  Evansport.  Would  Wigfall's  regiment 
be  sufficient  for  the  latter,  to  be  placed  somewhere  nearf  I  have  no 
objection,  in  your  estimate,  to  consider  Forney's  Brigade  divisible. 
Send  letters  to  Cabell  for  transmittal. 

J.  E«  J. 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  Genebal's  Office, 

Bichmondy  September  12, 1861. 

General  E.  E.  Lee,  C.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Forces,  Staunton,  Va. : 

General  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  say  that  yon  have  an- 
thority  to  transfer  General  Wise's  Legion  proper  to  any  other  command 
than  that  of  General  Floyd.  You  can  transfer  it  to  your  own  immedi- 
ate command  or  make  any  assignment  of  it  which  you  may  deem  pro- 
per, in  order  to  produce  harmony  of  action,  it  l>eing  clearly  evident  that 
the  commands  of  Generals  Floyd  and  Wise  cannot  co-operate  with  any 
advantage  to  the  service.  The  absence  of  General  Wise's  Legion  from 
the  future  operations  of  General  Floyd  will  be  replaced  by  orders  from 
here  for  Colonel  Eussell's  Twentieth  Mississippi  Volunteers  and  Colonel 
Phillips'  Georgia  Legion,  both  at  Lynchburg^  to  join  General  Floyd. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPBE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Ko.  40.]       Headquarters  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Walker,  Va.,  September  12, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise: 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  a  strong  column  of  the  enemy  is  advancing 
in  this  direction  from  Hawk's  Nest.  I  have  ordered  all  my  available 
cavalry  to  guard  Garnifix  Ferry.  You  will,  then,  send  at  once  a  detach* 
ment  of  your  cavalry  to  scout  the  road  upon  which  it  is  reported  the 
eaemy  is  advancing,  and  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  meet  them. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier'Oeneral,  Commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawha. 

*  See  p.  107. 
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Dogwood  Gamp,  Ya.,  September  12,  186  L — 10  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  Johx  B.  Flotd: 

Sis  :  I  have  bat  two  companies  of  cavalry  on  this  side  of  New  River. 
One  is  scouting  the  Sunday  road  and  the  other  is  akeady  beyond  Pig- 
got's.  Hie  other  six  companies  over  New  Biver  are  ordered  back  im- 
mediately. My  scouts  have  just  reported  having  seen  2  of  the  enemy's 
men  on  the  Saturday  roa«1,  about  4  miles  from  here.  My  command 
will  be  in  readiness  to  meet  the  enemy.  There  is  danger  firom  another 
advance,  also,  from  Camiflx  Ferry.  My  command  is  not  sufficient  to 
guard  that  as  well  as  Miller's  Ferry,  near  the  Hawk's  Nest. 
Very  respectfully, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  GeneraL 


White  Sulphub  Spbhtgs,  Ya.,  September  12, 1861. 
Brig.  Geo.  Henbt  A.  Wise: 

General  :  According  to  orders  I  submit  to  yourself,  in  writing,  a 
statement  relating  to  the  rifled  gun  and  the  subsequent  order  of  Briga- 
dier-General Floyd,  hoping  in  a  few  days  to  make  such  a  verbal  report 
as  will*  be  demanded  by  you. 

On  August  29  I  met  Mr.  Button  (at  one  time  your  topographical  en- 
gineer;, who,  with  orders  from  General  Floyd,  was  to  proceed  to  Jack- 
son's liiver  Depot  in  search  of  such  articles  as  might  there  be  ready  for 
his  (General  Floyd's)  brigade.  Expecting  some  guns  for  your  command, 
1  asked  Mr.  Button  to  inquire  whether  or  not  they  had  arrived.  On  his 
return  he  told  me  of  five  guns  at  the  depot,  which  might  belong  to  Gen- 
eral Wise,  and  added:  '^If  he  had  had  a  better  horse  ho  would  have 
ridden  into  the  country  for  teams,  in  order  to  bring  Greneral  Floyd's  am- 
munition away.^  Be  also  remarked  that,  accordBig  to  General  Davis' 
statement,  the  rifled  gun  belonged  to  General  Floyd.  I  then  told  Mr. 
Button  that  I  would  send  teams  to  the  depot  for  such  guns  as  were 
destined  for  General  Wise's  brigade,  promising,  as  a  favor,  to  bring  the 
rifled  gun  also,  provided  the  teams  sent  would  not  be  all  employed  other- 
wise. The  guns  at  Jackson's  Biver  proved  to  belong  to  another  artillery 
company,  and  the  lieutenant  (J.  W.  Watts),  whom  I  sent  in  charge  of  the 
horses  and  drivers,  brought  the  rifled  gun  to  the  White  Sulphur  Springs. 
I  would  not  have  moved  the  gun,  but  for  the  wish  expressed  by  Mr.  But- 
ton that  1  should  do  so;  and,  Secondly,  in  order  to  follow  up  the  orders 
received  by  me  to  take  charge  of  the  artillery  as  it  arrived  at  Jackson's 
Biver.  The  rifled  gun  was  not  represented  to  me  as  de  facto  General 
Floyd's:  consequently^  such  guns  being  expected  for  your  command,  I 
directea  Lieutenant  Watts  to  bring  it,  even  if  the  ownership  was  doubt- 
ful, protided  the  number  of  horses  would  allow  it  The  nfled  gun  re- 
mained at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs  unclaimed  by  any  one,  to  my  own 
knowledge,  and  General  Floyd  has  not  experienced  any  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining it,  out  has  had  the  advantage  of  a  start  of  30  miles.  The  order 
for  my  arrest  was  given  in  plain  language,  without  allowing  of  any  ex- 
planation, but  the  lieutenant  bearing  it  refused  to  execute  it,  for  reasons 
obvious  to  him. 

With  highest  respect  for  yourself,  I  remain,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
servant. 


54  B  B— VOL  V 


Commanding  Mountain  ArtUlery, 
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No.  42.]  Heabquabtess  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  WalkeVf  Va.^  September  12, 18G1. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise: 

Deab  Sib:  I  get  iDformation  this  evening  fh>m  GarnifLz' Ferry 
(where  I  stationed  this  morning  a  pretty  strong  guard)  that  the  enemy 
are  attempting  to  cross  the  river.  It  becomes  necessary  that  a  prompt 
and  definite  line  of  action  should  be  at  once  detennined  upon  and  exe- 
cuted. May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  come  down  this  evening,  and 
bring  such  officers  as  you  choose  to  join  us  in  councOf  Thus  we  may 
determine  what  is  best  to  be  done  and  put  the  plan  into  execution  at 
once. 

Very  respectfoUy,  yours,  &c, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawha. 

[Note. — After  or  at  the  consultation  here  spoken  of,  and  as  its  re- 
sult, verbal  orders  were  ffiven  by  General  Floyd  for  the  whole  command 
to  fall  back  to  tiiie  top  of  Big  Sewell,  in  the  direction  of  Meadow  Blnfl^ 
which  was  done  on  September  13. — D.  B.  L.] 


EiOHMOND,  Ya»,  Stptember  13, 186L 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

My  Deae  General  :  Yours  of  the  10th  instant  *  is  before  me,  and  I 
can  only  suppose  you  have  been  deceived  by  some  one  of  that  class  in 
whose  absence  ^'  the  strife  ceaseth."  While  you  were  in  the  valley  of 
Virginia  your  army  and  that  of  General  Beauregard  were  independent 
commands ;  when  you  marched  to  Manassas  the  forces  joined  and  did 
duty  together.  I  trust  the  two  officers  highest  in  military  rank  at  Rich* 
mond  were  too  well  informed  to  have  doubted  in  either  case  as  to  your 
l)ower  and  duty.  Persons  have  talked  here  of  the  command  of  yourself 
and  Beauregard  as  separate  armies,  and  complaints  have  been  uttered 
to  the  effect  that  yon  took  the  re-enforcements  and  guns  for  your  own 
army ;  but  to  educated  soldiers  this  could  only  seem  the  muttering  of 
the  nuinstructed,  the  rivalry  of  those  who  did  not  comprehend  Uiat 
unity  was  a  necessity,  a  law  of  existence.  Not  having  heard  accusa- 
tions, I  am,  like  yourself,  ignorant  of  the  specifications,  and  will  add 
that  I  do  not  believe  any  disposition  has  existed  on  the  part  of  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  you  refer  to  criticise,  still  less  to  detract,  from  you.  If 
they  believed  that  you  did  not  exercise  command  over  the  whole,  it  was, 
I  doubt  not,  ascribed  to  delicacy. 

You  are  not  mistaken  in  your  construction  of  my  letters  having  been 
written  to  you  as  the  commanding  general.  I  have,  however,  sometimes 
had  to  repel  the  idea  that  there  was  a  want  of  co-operation  between 
yourself  and  the  second  in  command,  or  a  want  of  recognition  of  your 
IK)sition  as  the  senior  and  commanding  general  of  all  the  forces  serving 
at  or  near  to  the  field  of  your  late  briUiant  achievements. 

While  writing  it  occurs  to  me  that  statements  have  been  made  and 
official  applications  received  in  relation  to  staft  officers  which  suggested 
a  continuance  of  separation  rather  than  unity  in  the  ''Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac." 

I  did  not  understand  your  suggestion  as  to  a  commander-in-chief  for 
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your  umy.  The  laws  of  the  Confederacy  in  relation  to  generals  have 
provisions  which  are  new  and  unsettled  by  dedsions.  Their  position 
is  special,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  was  called  to  what  might  be 
regarded  as  a  conflict  of  laws.  Their  action  was  confined  to  the  fixing 
of  dates  for  the  generals  of  the  0.  S.  Army. 
Yoor  fhend, 

JEFFEBSON  DAYIS. 


Special  Obdebs,  )        Hdqbs.  Dbp't  of  Fbedbbicksbubo^ 

Ko.  129.  )  September  13^  1861. 

II.  The  First  Arkansas,  Second  Tennessee,  and  Twelfth  North  Caro- 
lina Volunteers  will  eonstitnte  a  brigade,  to  the  command  of  which  Col. 
J.  G.  Walker,  Provisional  Army  of  tiie  Confederate  States,  is  assigned. 

rV.  General  Trimble^s  command,  at  Evansport,  will  consist  of  Walker's 
and  Andrew's  batteries }  Swann's  and  Waller's  troops  of  cavalry ;  Walk- 
er's^ brigade  of  infimtry,  and,  in  case  of  attack,  the  Forty-seventh  Yir- 
ginia  Volunteers,  now  under  command  of  Colonel  Richardson,  at  Clifton 
Church,  are  hereby  made  subject  to  his  orders.  He  will  send  daily  a 
courier,  by  whom  he  will  report  all  movements  of  the  enemy  within  his 
knowledge  and  the  progress  of  his  works,  &c..  to  these  headquarters,  to 
which,  also,  he  will  make  tri-monthly  reports  of  his  command  on  the  ICfth, 

20thy  and  last  days  of  each  month. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  General  T.  H.  Holmes : 

D.  H.  MAURY, 
Aeaietant  A^utant-C^enerdL 

Heabquabtebs  ViBonoA  Fobges, 
Adjutant  and  Inspectob  Genebal's  Office, 

Bichmondy  Va.j  September  14, 1801. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Cammandingj  in  advance  of  Valley  Mountain,  Virginia: 
Gbnebal:  General  Cooper  having  submitted  to  me  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  to  make  inquiries  alM)ut  your  sapplies,  I  have  had  an 
interview  with  me  Commissar^^Geueral,  who  informs  me  that  the  sup- 
plies for  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  are  going  forward  with  all  the  dis- 
patch possible.  The  commissaries  of  both  Generals  Floyd  and  Wise 
were  here  a  few  days  since,  and  were  satisfied  with  the  arrangements 
which  were  made  for  supplying  their  commands. 

Having  reference  to  your  remarks  in  regard  to  Colonel  McDonald's 
movements,  I  am  directed  to  inform  you  that  instructions  have  been 
already  sent  to  that  officer  to  move  in  the  direction  indicated. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GBO.  DEAS, 
Assietant  Adjutant-OeneroL 

Ko.  43.]  Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Sewellj  Va.^  September  14,  1861. 

General  Henbt  A.  Wise  : 

Sib  :  It  is  essential  that  the  turnpike  west  of  this  point  should  be 
watched  and  scouted  to-night,  in  order  that  I  may  be  reliably  and 
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speedily  infonned  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  My  cavalry  are  all  on 
the  Wilderness  road,  under  Colonel  Croghan.  There  are  of  the  compa- 
nies of  Captains  Corns  and  Beckett  only  10  fit  for  s^nrice.  These  10 
have  been  already  sent  npon  the  tompike  west  of  this.  This  force,  it 
is  clear,  is  entirely  inadequate  for  the  purpose  of  a  proper  scout.  Ton 
will  therefore  detail  from  your  cavalry  20  men,  to  proceed  at  once  upon 
the  turnpike  west  of  this  point,  and  scout  the  same  as  far  as  practicable. 
Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Ciymmandingj  d&c 


No.  44.]  Hbadquabters  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  Seu^Uy  V€u^  September  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  : 

Sir  :  I  learn  that  your  cavalry  picket  of  12  men,  sent  out  last  night 
to  scout  the  turnpike  west  of  this  point,  has  returned.  As  the  safety 
of  my  entire  command  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  being  informed 
of  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  if  they  do  advance,  you  will  please  send, 
immediately  upon  receiving  this,  a  strong  force  of  cavalry,  with  instruc- 
tions to  scout  the  road  between  this  point  and  Dogwood  Gap,  or  as  £akr 
in  that  direction  as  possible,  and  to  remain  on  the  road  until  recalled. 
As  I  informed  you  last  night,  I  have  with  me  only  10  available  horse- 
men.   These  are  scouting  this  road. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-QeneraL  Commanding^ 
By  WILLIAM  B.  PBTBBS, 

AsBistaM  Adjutant-Oenerai, 


Camp  at  Dixon's,  September  15^  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  t&o, : 

Sir  :  The  detachment  of  cavalry  sent  out  last  night  fh>m  my  camp 
has  returned  only  to  feed  their  horses.  There  is  no  provender  in  our 
front,  and  we  ba\'6  but  two  companies,  which  have  been  on  constant 
service  at  Dogwood  and  through  the  adjacent  roads.  Owing  to  the 
excess  of  horses  and  scarcity  of  forage  at  and  all  this  side  the  Hawk's 
Nest,  I  sent  six  of  my  companies  to  the  Upper  Kanawha,  at  Loop,  Paint, 
and  I^ens  Creeks  and  Coal  Elver,  leaving  only  their  exhausted  horses 
and  sick  men.  My  two  companies  are  worn  about  the  same  degree  as 
the  troops  of  Captains  Corns  and  Beckett,  of  your  command,  a  hundred 
at  least  of  whom  are  in  the  rear.  They  may  pick  their  men,  say  25,  to 
unite  with  as  many  more  from  my  two  companies,  and  I  beg  you,  sir,  so 
to  order  them.  But  permit  me.  respectfully,  to  say  that  the  cavalry, 
worn  as  they  are,  are  fit  only  tor  vedette  duty,  and  they  ought  to  be 
preceded  by  at  least  two  of  the  picked  rifle  companies,  to  ambuscade 
each  side  of  the  turnpike,  taking  the  ridges  and  road-sides,  with  two 
days'  provisions,  using  the  caval^  to  tole  the  enemy  into  the  ambush. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

HENBY  A.  WISE, 

Br%g€idier'OeneraL 

P.  8. — ^I  will  order  25  cavalry  immediately  on  duty. 
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EYANSPOBT,  NEAB  DUMFBIESy  VA., 

September  15, 1861. 

General  B.  Huoeb,  Comnumdingj  Norfolk^  Va, : 

Deab  Snt :  I  have  no  reply  from  yoa  about  gons.  All  we  can  obtain 
in  Bichmond  are  foorteen^  too  small  a  nnml^r  for  oar  success.  You 
must  let  us  have  twelve  32s,  six  at  once  and  the  others  if  called  for.  I 
know  you  can  take  six  out  of  the  batteries  at  Norfo^.  say  four  from 
new  batteries  at  Lambert^s  and  Pinner's  Points,  and  two  m>m  intrenched 
camp.  Then  mount  some  of  the  navy  guns  in  the  old  batteries  at  those 
places  on  army  carriages,  in  barbette,  which  will  make  one  gun  equal 
to  four  in  embrasure,  by  so  much  increasing  the  sector  of  fire.  Let  100 
rounds  of  various  fixed  ammunition  come  with  the  guns,  and  do  spare 
me  Lieutenant  Taylor,  from  Lambert's  Pointy  with  his  artillery  company, 
to  work  the  guns.  I  want  a  skillful  and  vigilant  officer  here  greatly. 
Our  enterprise  here  is  scarcely  less  imi)ortant  than  any  now  being  exe- 
cuted anywhere  in  the  South,  and  no  efforts  or  risks  should  be  wanted 
to  insure  success.  I  have  begun  the  work,  and  in  a  week  shall  want 
the  guns.  I  have  3,000  men  to  support  the  batteries  and  hope  to  erect 
them  unnoticed  by  the  enemy,  who  keep  a  daily  watch  on  us  firom  the 
river,  1^  miles  distant  firom  our  position. 
Yours,  truly, 

L  B.  TEIMBLE. 

P.  S. — ^Telegraph  me  through  (General  Holmes,  at  Brooke's  Station, 
Aquia  Greek,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  and  say  when  we  may  exx>ect  the 
guns. 


No.  45.]  Headquabtebs  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Catnp  an  Big  Sewelly  Va.j  September  16, 1861. 

Deab  Sm :  I  should  be  pleased  to  have  you  in  consultation  with  me, 
together  with  such  of  your  officers  as  you  may  think  proper  to  have 
attend  you,  at  my  headquarters,  at  as  early  an  hour  this  afternoon  as 
possible.    Please  excuse  stationery,  as  I  am  out.* 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
By  WILLIAM  B.  PETEB8, 

AsHstant  Adjutant-QeneraL 


Heabquabtebs  Abhy  of  the  Kanawha, 

September  16, 1861. 

General  Henbt  A.  Wise: 

Sib  :  I  am  instructed  by  General  Floyd  to  say  to  yon  that  it  has  been 
determined  to  fiedl  back  to  the  most  defensible  point  between  Meadow 
Bluff  and  Lewisburg.    He  will  put  his  column  in  motion  at  once.    Yon 
will  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  bring  up  the  rear. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd : 

WILLIAM  E.  PETBBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

*  See  General  Wise's  memorandum  of  September  18,  p.  854. 
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No.  46.]       Heabquabtebs  Abmt  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  at  Meadow  Bluff j  Va.j  September  18, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henby  A.  Wise: 

Sib  :  I  am  instmcted  by  General  Floyd  to  inquire  of  you  why  his  order 
of  the  16th  instant,  ^'  to  fall  back  to  the  most  defensible  point  between 
Meadow  Blnff  and  Lewisborg,"  has  not  been  carried  out 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd : 

WILLIAM  R  PETBBS, 
Aaaiatant  AtHutant-Oeneralj  Floyd^s  Brigade. 

(MMDiQiniidaBi  on  Ko.  41.] 

Bio  SewblL)  Ya.,  September  18, 1861. 

On  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant  I  received  a  notice  from  General 
Floyd  that  he  wanted  a  conference  of  officers,  and  a  request  to  take  to 
his  headquarters  such  officers  of  my  command  as  could  attend.  As 
early  as  practicable  (about  5  p.  m.)  I  went,  accompanied  by  Migor  l^Ier, 
Captain  Stauard,  Captain  Wise,  and  Colonel  Jackson.  The  interview 
lasted  from  one  to  two  hours.  The  general  wished  counsel  as  to  what 
movements  were  best  I  urged  that  his  camp  on  the  top  of  the  Big 
Sewell  was  indefensible,  and  that  a  position  I  had  taken  Ij^  miles  in 
his  rear  was  almost  impregnable^  if  well  defended  by  a  sinall  force; 
that  we  ought  to  occupy  that  position  by  my  Legion,  and  he  ought  to 
take  ground  with  his  own  command  on  the  left,  to  defend  Bowy^s 
Ferry  and  the  old  State  road ;  that  these  positions  would  support  each 
other  easily  against  largely  superior  numbers ;  that  Colonel  Davis,  with 
my  cavalry,  had  just  won  a  victory  within  12  miles  of  Charleston,  and 
ought  to  be  supported  by  infantry  ^  and  that,  if  he  would  permit  me,  I 
would  take  a  picked  corps  fh)m  my  command  and  one  from  his,  a  regi- 
ment or  battalion  or  less,  from  each,  and  follow  an  active  movement 
down  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha.  He  said  he  liked  the  idea,  and  at 
first  assented.  I  told  him  that  upon  his  retreat  from  Dogwood  I  had 
ordered  my  cavalry  to  fall  back  to  support  him  on  this  turnpike,  and 
asked  whether  I  might  countermand  that  order  and  renew  the  one  to 
descend  the  Kanawha  Valley.  Again  he  assented.  I  wrote  the  order, 
and  sent  it  from  his  camp  to  Colonel  Davis,  at  Baleigh  Court-House 
or  Jumping  Branch.  After  having  read  it  to  General  Floyd,  and  after 
his  approval,  I  then  urged  again  that  he  would  fall  back  to  my  position 
and  await  the  enemy.  He  then  said  that  he  would  view  tlie  position 
the  next  morning,  and  if  he  found  it  strong  would  wait  there  for  several 
days  at  least,  until  he  could  hear  from  Bichmond.  This  I  considered 
the  concluded  arrangement  of  our  movements  when  I  left-  him.  He 
inquired  whether  1  knew  of  any  movement  by  Genend  Lee.  I  told  him 
the  state  of  the  roads  was  so  bad  that  Greneral  Lee  could  not  move  from 
his  position.  Other  subjects  were  mentioned,  such  as  mustering  in  the 
pack  company  from  Mercer  into  my  Legion,  as  it  was  raised  for  it.  He 
promptly  replied  that  the  men  should  to  allowed  to  elect  their  own  com- 
mand, and  choose  the  Legion  or  not,  and  be  mustered  in  accordingly ; 
and  also  that  Captain  Newman's  company,  if  it  so  elected,  might  be 
transferred  to  the  Legion  from  the  State  volunteers.  After  ^bls  and 
other  conversations  I  left. 

On  returning.  Msyor  Tyler  remarked  the  preparations  for  a  move- 
ment in  General  Floyd's  camp,  and  it  was  thought  that  a  retreat  was 
intended  before  I  was  called  to  conference.    We  had  hardly  ridden  to 
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my  headquarters  (1^  miles  off)  when  General  Floyd's  wagons  came 
moving  back,  ana  in  a  short  time,  while  his  front  column  was  in 
motion,  he  sent  me  notice  that  he  determined  to  move  to  some  ddTen- 
sible  i>osition  between  Meadow  Bloff  and  Lewisburg,  and  would  move 
at  once.  He  was  then  moving,  and  he  ordered  me  to  hold  myself  in 
readiness  to  bring  up  his  rear.  I  have  held  myself  in  readiness,  but 
have  received  no  orders  to  move.  This  morning  he  addressed  me  an 
inquiry  why  1  had  not  obeyed  his  order  to  move.  1  have  replied, 
stating  my  reasons  in  detail,  but  not  in  f olL 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier '  OmerdL 


Gamp  on  Big  Sewell  Mouktain,  Virginia, 

September  18, 1861—10.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commandingj  dke. : 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiry,  addressed  to  me  this  morning,  why 
your  order  of  the  IGth  instant,  '*to  fall  back  to  the  most  defensible 
point  between  Meadow  Bluff  and  Lewisburg,"  has  not  been  carried  out, 
I  reply:  First,  no  such  order  was  ever  given  to  me.  On  the  contrary, 
I  was  notified  late  the  16th,  after  night,  that  it  had  been  determined  to 
fall  back  to  the  most  defensible  i)oint  between  Meadow  Bluff  and  Lewis- 
burg, and  that  you  would  put  your  column  in  motion  at  once,  and  that  I 
would  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  bring  up  the  rear.  I  have  obeyed 
that  order,  and  have  received  no  order  to  move.  It  was  necessary  to 
remain  to  bring  up  some  baggage  left  by  your  camp.  Second,  this  order 
to  be  ready  foUowed  imme<Sately  after  a  verbal  conference  with  you,  at 
your  request,  in  which  I  understood  you  distinctly  as  determining  to 
hold,  for  a  time  at  least^  the  almost  impregnable  position  which  I  now 
occupy.  I  deem  it  essential  to  protect  vour  rear,  to  prevent  the  advance 
of  forces  fiom  Gauley  attempting  to  form  a  junction  with  the  enemy's 
forces  from  Camifiz.  Whatever  road  they  may  take,  I  can  effectuaUy 
check  at  this  position  any  force  from  Gauley,  and  can  attack  the  rear  or 
flank  of  any  enemy  from  Gamifix  when  I  am  obliged  to  fall  back.  This 
will  best  bring  up  your  rear  and  prevent  the  s^vance  of  the  enemy. 
Third,  your  march  over  the  road  has  rendered  it  almost  impassable,  and 
the  rain  since  has  rendered  its  condition  still  worse.  My  camp  has  many 
sick,  some  convalescent,  and  I  deem  it  inhuman  to  risk  the  health  of 
these  men  in  this  wet  weather.  I  ask,  then,  to  wait  here  (in  comfort- 
able quarters,  at  an  eligible  i)oint)  to  meet  the  enemy,  until  the  weather 
clears  up  and  the  roads  are  passable  and  I  get  sufficient  wagons  to  move 
with  ikcility.  Fourth,  if  I  leave  this  position  we  will  lose  the  command 
of  Bowyer's  Feny  and  the  old  State  road.  I  have  a  good  supply  of  pro- 
visions now  here;  I  cannot  leave  without  risking  their  loss,  and  for  these 
reasons  submit  to  your  own  superior  judgment  that  I  am  here  in  best 
readiness  to  defend  your  rear.  I  can  here  repulse  twice  my  numbers, 
and  it  is  only  past  this  point  on  this  road  that  the  enemy  can  advance 
then:  artillery.  I  can  stop  them  here,  and  you  will,  with  seven  pieces  of 
artillery,  have  to  meet  infantry  only,  advancing  upon  yon  at  Meadow 
Bluff,  by  the  Wilderness,  or  any  other  road  between  this  and  your  posi- 
tion. I  respectfully  and  earnestly  therefore  ask  to  be  permitted  to  re- 
main in  position  here  until  I  see  whether  the  enemy  will  attempt  to 
advance  the  whole  or  a  part  of  their  forces  on  this  turnpike  past  this 
point  and  until  the  weather  and  the  roads  are  better  for  a  march.    I 
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pledge  myself  to  defend  your  rear  and  to  support  your  command  in  the 
most  efficient  way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General 

P.  S. — ^Indosed  is  a  report  of  my  quartermaster,  to  which  I  beg  leave 
to  call  your  attention. 

[InoloiiirM.] 

Hbadquabtbbs  Wise's  Legion, 

September  18, 1861. 

Brig.  G^.  Henbt  A.  Wise,  Ci}mmanding  Wie^s  Legion: 

Genebax.  :  I  have  been  informed  by  Captain  Farrish  that  two  wagons, 
under  my  charge,  which  were  sent  to  Jackson's  Biver  Depot  for  the  pur- 
pose of  bringing  stores  to  this  command,  were  loaded  with  articles  be- 
longing to  Genc^  Floyd's  brigade  and  sent  by  Mr.  Boyer  to  him,  since 
which  time  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  wagons,  and  suppose  they  are 
still  with  General  Floyd.  Two  wagons  were  also  sent  from  the  White 
Sulphur  with  stores  from  Colonel  Tompkins'  regiment,  with  the  express 
understanding  that  they  would  be  returned  to  me  immediately;  but  so 
£akr  it  has  not  been  done.  Also  one  wagon  loaded  with  picks,  spades, 
&c.,  was  sent  from  White  Sulphur  to  General  Floyd,  then  on  the  top  of 
Big  Sewell,  which  was  also  to  be  returned  as  soon  as  unloaded;  but  as 
yet  I  have  heard  nothing  from  it,  although  it  should  have  been  received 
by  me  yesterday  morning.  You  will  see  by  this  that  five  of  our  wagons 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  General  Floyd's  brigade,  and  as  we  are  at 
present  much  in  want  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  removing  both  quarter- 
master and  commissary  stores.  I  would  respectfully  request  you  would 
demand  them  of  General  Floya,  as  I  feel  that  I  can  do  nothing,  as  I  have 
already  without  success  requested  their  return. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  OLEARY, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

Camp  on  Bio  Sewell,  Vibginia, 

September  18, 1861^11.30  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  dsc. : 

General  :  By  the  foregoing  report  to  me  of  Captain  Gleary,  my  brigade 
quartermaster,  you  will  see  that  five  of  my  wagons  were  loaned  to  yoor 
brigade  and  have  not  been  returned.  We  are  short  of  transportatioD, 
and  need  these  wagons  very  much.  On  the  16th  you  very  promptly 
assented  to  my  request  to  have  them  returned.  There  is  a  large  amount 
of  stores,  arms,  ammunition,  baggage,  &c.,  to  be  moved,  and  the  roads 
are  much  worse  than  when  you  passed.  If  my  five  wagons  cannot  now 
be  identified,  I  ask  that  five  others  as  good  shall  be  sent  in  their  stead, 
as  they  are  indispensable  to  my  march.  And  here  let  me  respectfully 
apprise  you  that  from  Dogwood  Camp  here  my  wagons  and  hospitals 
have  been  burdened  with  your  sick.  They  have  been  left  neglected,  and 
several  have  died  on  the  way.  I  have  attended  to  them  the  best  I  could. 
Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 
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BiCBMOKDy  Ya.,  September  18, 1861. 

M%j.  M.  G.  Habman,  QuartermasteTj  Staunton^  Va.: 

It  is  reiK)rted  that  cars  are  detained  at  Millborongh  as  store-houses, 
so  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  forward  supplies  from  this  place. 

JEFFEIiSON  DAVIS. 


Heabquastebs  of  the  Yibginia  Foboes, 

Bichmandy  September  18, 1861. 

Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald,  Winchester^  Va.: 

Sib:  I  am  directed  by  General  Cooper  to  furnish  .you  with  the  follow- 
ing, extract  from  a  communication  received  from  General  Lee: 

SXPTEXBER  10. 

I  have  jast  heard  that  the  eneo^  is  withdrawing  all  his  forces  from  aboat  Bomoey 
and  along  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Kailroad  to  Huttonsville  in  onr  front.  The  report  has 
been  forwarded  from  Staunton  by  Mi\jor  Harman.  If  true,  now  is  the  time  for  Colonel 
McDonald  to  push  at  the  railroflkd  and  destroy  it.  I  would  write  him  myself,  but  do 
not  know  where  he  is. 

The  foregoing  is  communicated  to  yon  for  your  information  and 
^idauce. 

I  am,  very  lespectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOBGE  DEAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerah 


BiGHMOND,  Ya.,  September  18, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Care  of  Major  Cabellj  Quartermaster^  Manassas j  Fa.: 

It  is  reported  that  cars  are  detained  at  Manassas  for  storage,  so  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  forward  from  this  place  the  supplies  required  for 
your  command. 

JEFFEESON  DAVIS. 


Wab  Depaetmbnt,  O.  S.  A., 

Richmond,  September  19, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Sib:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
correspondence,  and  to  represent  to  you  the  necessity  of  promptly  dis- 
charging and  returning  the  cars  of  the  railroad  company  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  unloaded.  This  subject  is  so  important,  not  only  to  the  public 
interests  in  general,  but  also  especially  to  the  well-being  of  your  army, 
that  I  am  sure  I  need  only  to  call  your  attention  to  the  complaint  in  order 
to  insure  at  once  the  necessary  onlers  from  you  for  its  removal. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMm, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

[Incloaures.] 

Subsistence  Depaetment, 
Biehmondy  September  18, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjahin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  I  received  a  dispatch  from  Msyor  Blair,  desiring  that  1,000  barrels 
of  flour  should  be  sent  him  from  Bichmond  because  of  non-arrival  of  2,000 
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banelB  ordered  from  Lynchburg  and  Fredericksborg.  This  most  be  due 
to  some  difficulties  on  the  roads,  as  ample  provision  has  been  made  at 
both  places.  The  agent  of  the  Central  Baibx>ad  writes  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  transport  the  flour,  and  therefore  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  agent's 
letter,  stating  the  reason. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NOBTHEOP, 
Commigsarff'Oeneral  Subtistenee, 

BiCHMONB,  8eptember  18, 186L 
J.  H.  Glaibourne,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sir:  The  Confederate  States  have  all  of  our  cars  at  Manassas 
and  Millborough.  We  cannot  get  them  back.  We  have  only  two  cars 
now  in  Bichmond.  Our  depot  is  blocked  up.  If  you  send  the  flour  to- 
day we  shall  be  compelled  to  put  it  out  of  doors,  and  the  Confederate 
States  must  take  the  risk. 
Bespectfully, 

8.  HUNTEB. 


BiOHHOND,  Sq^tember  19, 1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  Turner  Ashby, 

C  8,  Army,  Commanding,  MaUtovon,  Jefferson  County,  Vd. : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the instant  [folio wingj,  from  Hall- 
town,  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  it  has  been  our  o^ect,  with  the 
President,  for  some  time  past^  to  destroy  the  canal  at  any  point  where  it 
could  not  be  repaired.  If  this  can  be  accomplished  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Monocacy,  the  destruction  would  be  irreparable  for  an  indefinite  period. 
The  destruction  of  Uxe  canal  and  the  railroad  have  been  cherished 
objects,  and  a  disappointment  at  the  failure  of  all  past  attempts  to 
eft'ect  tnem  has  been  proportionate  to  the  importance  attached  to  their 
achievement  But  while  this  much  is  said  on  the  subject,  it  is  intended 
that  any  attempt  of  the  kind  should  be  made  with  the  greatest  caution, 
so  that  the  safety  of  the  command  may  be  duly  secu^.  The  stores 
seized  by  you  and  sent  to  Winchester  must  be  regarded  as  a  seizure 
from  the  enemy,  and  may  be  turned  over  to  the  quMtermaster  and  hos- 
pital departments  for  use.  receipts  being  taken  for  them,  as  usual. 
Very  respectfully,  '&c., 

B.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjuta}it'OeneraL 


Camp  near  Halltown,  Jbffersgn  County, 

[September  —,  1861.] 

Adjutant-General  Cooper: 

Sir:  Inclosed  I  send  you  invoice  of  goods  seized  by  my  order  from  a 
store  upon  the  Potomac,  in  Berkeley  County  belonging  to  A.  B.  Mc- 
Qulkeu,  who  has  fled  from  the  Confederacy.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Wheeling  Convention.  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  as  to  how 
to  dispose  of  them.  I  send  them  today  to  Winchester  to  be  stored 
until  I  hear  from  you,  \i[hidi  directions  will  find  me  if  directed  to  Charles- 
town,  Jefferson  County.  I  tlilnk  it  proper  to  state  to  you  my  position. 
I  am  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  Colonel  McDonald's  regiment,  to- 
gether with  a  force  of  militia  furnished  me  by  Greneral  Carson,  for  the 
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purpose  of  protecting  Mr.  Sharpe.  GovemmeDt  agent,  now  removing 
engines,  &c.,  from  Bfdtimore  and  Ohio  Boad  to  Strasborg.  There  are 
now  stationed  upon  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Potomac^  opposite  this 
Goanty,  two  infantry  regiments,  guarding  the  canal,  which  is  transporting 
coal  and  other  supplies.  I  am  within  1^  miles  of  the  river,  and  watch 
their  movements  daily  for  the  whole  distance  which  these  regiments  op- 
erate. I  am  confident,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  present  policy  of  the 
Government,  that  I  can  move  over  at  some  convenient  point  and  break 
the  canal,  securing  a  large  amount  of  salt  said  to  be  now  in  depots  op- 
posite this  place.  The  only  force  above  that  mentioned  by  me  on  the 
river  as  far  as  the  Hampshire  line  is  stationed  at  Williamsport.  some 
15  miles  up  the  river — about  one  and  a  half  regiments.  I  had  occa- 
sional skirmishes  with  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity,  thoy  having  crossed 
twice— once  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  again  at  Shepherdstown.  I  have 
driven  them  back  each  time  without  loss,  having  only  1  man  wounded, 
and  he  doing  well.  I  have  killed  several  of  them  each  time.  They  fire 
at  every  man,  woman,  child*  or  horse  that  passes  the  river  upon  this 
side.  I  have  sometimes  allowed  my  men  to  return  their  fire  with  long- 
range  (small-arms)  guns,  with  some  known  effect. 

I  write  this  to  yon  owing  to  my  peculiar  position,  acting  by  order  of 
Colonel  McDonald,  who  is  or  is  to  be  in  a  different  locality,  too  far  to 
give  his  attention  to  the  minutise  of  my  movements,  and,  too,  having 
nnder  my  conunand  other  forces  than  from  his  regiment,  with  no  defined 
instructions  as  to  policy  to  be  pursued  towards  Uie  enemy  in  this  local- 
ity. Will  you  give  them  to  me  T 
Bespectfully, 

TURNER  ASHBY, 
JAeutenant-Colanel^  Commanding  near  Harper^ %  Ferry. 


Headquabters  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  at  Meadow  Bluffy  September  19, 1861. 

Brig.  Oen.  Henby  A.  Wise: 

Sib  :  Tour  favor  of  yesterday,  informing  me  that  five  of  your  wagons 
were  loaned  to  my  brigade,  and  have  not  been  returned,  has  been  re- 
ceived. Immediately  upon  receipt  of  your  letter  I  made  such  inquiries 
of  the  commissary  and  quartermaster  departments  of  my  brigade  about 
the  matter,  and  found  that  the  quartermaster  of  the  Twenty-second  regi- 
ment, Golonel  Tompkins,  had  in  his  xx)ssession  two  of  the  wagons  of  your 
legion.  The  letter  of  Captain  Miller,  which  accompanies  this,  will  ex- 
plain to  you  the  circumstances  under  which  the  wagons  came  into  his 
lx>s8ession,  and  will  inform  yon  that  they  have  been  returned  to  you  to- 
day. They  were  taken  without  autJiority  from  me,  and  without  my 
knowledge.  I  know  of  no  other  wagons  in  my  brigade  belonging  to  your 
Legion. 

I  supposed  that  my  order  to  you  of  the  16th  instant  was  sufftciently 
explicit,  inasmuch  as  it  is  therein  distinctly  stated  that  I  would  put 
at  once  my  column  in  motion,  and  that  you  would  hold  your  command 
in  readiness  to  bring  up  the  rear,  and  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  dis- 
cover how  you  could  bring  up  the  rear  of  a  moving  column  by  remain- 
ing stationary  after  this  column  had  passed.  My  determination  and 
order  to  fall  back  upon  the  most  defensible  point  between  Meadow  Bluff 
and  Lewisburg  was  based  ux>on  what  I  conceived  the  safety  of  my  com- 
mand demanded.  I  felt  sure  that  it  was  the  plan  of  the  enemy  to  ad- 
vance npon  Lewisburg,  and  in  at  least  two  columns,  by  the  turnpike  and 
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the  Wilderness  road,  and  to  unite  their  columns  at  the  junction  of  those 
roads.  In  this  persnasiou  I  was  not  mistaken.  My  scouts  on  the  Wil- 
demess  road  have  just  come  in^  and  report  that  the  enemy  are  advancing 
nx>on  that  road^  which  in  all  probability  is  true.  I  felt  that  this  junc- 
tion could  be  more  certainly  prevented  and,  if  effected,  could  be  most 
successfully  met  by  the  combined  movement  of  all  the  forces  under  my 
command.  If  you  have  not  advanced  in  the  direction  of  my  camp  on 
the  Sewell  I  have  been  misinformed. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Army  of  the  Kanawka. 

[InclomiTe.] 

Gamp  at  Meadow  Blupp,  Va., 

September  18, 1861. 

General  John  B.  Floyd: 

General  :  As  instructed  by  you,  I  report  the  circumstances  under 
which  two  of  General  Wise's  wagons  came  into  my  possession,  as  assist- 
ant quartermaster  of  the  Twenty-second  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers. 
Lieutenant  Chilton,  of  this  regiment,  was  sent  to  White  Sulphur  Springs 
recently  to  bring  back  some  sick  soldiers  of  the  regiment,  left  there 
when  we  marched  to  join  your  brigade.  He  was  instructed  to  apply  to 
Captain  Adams  for  transportation.  Captain  Adams  obtained  two  two- 
horse  wagons  for  him,  and  Lieutenant  Chilton  detailed  two  of  the  sol- 
diers to  drive  them.  The  wagons  arrived  at  the  camp  on  the  Big  SeweU 
Mountain  late  on  the  evening  of  the  night  we  returned  to  this  post 
Under  the  instructions  of  Colonel  Tompkins,  they  were  turned  over  to 
me,  as  assistant  quartermaster,  and  used  by  me  on  the  march  here,  and 
are  now  in  my  possession.  I  had  on  that  day  and  on  the  day  previoas 
used  four  of  my  wagons  for  bringing  into  camp  forage,  provisions,  &C., 
and  to  convey  some  sick  to  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  McDonald,  surgeon  of  the  regiment.  None  of  these  wagons 
had  returned  when  we  were  ordered  to  march.  Without  the  two  wagons 
I  could  not  have  made  the  march  and  transported  the  provisions,  bag- 
gage, &c.,  of  the  regiment.  I  was  compelled,  however,  to  put  another 
horse  in  one  of  the  wagons,  and  the  other  was  a  very  balky,  bad  team, 
but  which  I  got  to  work  tx>Ierably  well  at  last.  I  shall  send  the  two 
wagons  to  General  Wise's  camp  to-morrow. 
Very  respectfully, 

S.  A.  MILLEB, 
Assistant  Quartermaster^  Twenty-second  Eegiment  Va.  Vols. 


Camp  neab  Top  of  Bio  Sbvitell,  Virginia, 

September  19,  1861—11.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  dkc. : 

GsNEBAL:  Your  order  to  me  was  to  be  in  readiness  on  the  16th,  and 
no  order  was  given  to  me  to  move.  I  am  now  intrenched,  and  cannot 
move  with  advantage*  and  can  fight  with  a  confidence  of  repulsing  the 
enemy.  They  have  about  five  hundred  tents  (six  men  each),  and  their 
forces  as  yet  are  principally  from  Gauley,  and  they  may  reach  3,500, 
and  cannot  re-enforce  more  fh>m  that  point,  as  Colonel  Olarkson  (just 
arrived)  reports  certainly  that  they  sent  two  regiments  from  Gauley  to 
meet  Colonel  Davis'  cavalry.    What  artiUeiy  Uie  enemy  in  front  of  me 
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may  have  cannot  yet  be  told,  but  I  can  meet  them  in  the  trenches  with 
1,800  in£uitry  and  artilleiy,  and  by  to-morrow  will  have  my  eight  compa- 
nies  of  cavalry  (say  350  to  400)  in  all,  2,200,  with  nine  pieces  of  artillery. 
With  this  force,  posted  as  I  am,  I  can  repulse  4,000.  I  doubt  whether 
the  enemy  are  advancing  upon  the  Wilderness  road,  and  if  they  are, 
they  cannot  take  artillery  on  it.  They  may  be  double  your  force,  but 
without  artillery  they  cannot  make  a  successful  attack  upon  you,  your 
seven  regiments  and  six  pieces,  numbering  at  least  3,500,  besides  your 
300  or  400  cavalry.  Thus  strong,  though  we  may  be  divided,  the  enemy 
are  divided  too,  if  your  opinion  is  correct,  and  the  divisions  are  about 
pr(^>ortionately  distributed  to  our  respective  forces.  But  if  my  opinion 
is  correct  (that  from  the  Bracken's  Greek  road  the  enemy  from  both 
Granley  and  Caniiiix  will  advance  in  main  force,  with  artillery,  on  this 
turnpike),  then  I  submit  that  I  ought  to  be  re-enforced  by  one  of  your 
regiments,  to  co-operate  with  my  cavalry.  If  any  or  either  regiment  of 
your  brigade  is  sent,  I  ask  that  you  will  order  Colonel  Tompkins'  regi- 
ment to  re-enforce  me.  I  most  earnestly  protest  that  I  wish  in  the  most 
efficient  way  to  cooperate  with  your  command,  and  will  not  press  rea- 
sons, otherwise  than  those  already  urged,  for  the  course  I  am  pursuing. 
Ab  to  the  wagons  I  sent  you,  the  report  of  my  quartermaster  as  to  the 
number  loan^  to  your  brigade  and  Mr.  Miller's  report  do  not  relate  to 
three  out  of  five  of  them.  But,  at  all  events.  I  beg  you  to  cause  my 
wagons  passing  Meadow  Blnff  to  hurry  on  to  Fraziers.  I  regret  to  urge 
another  matter.  Captain  Eoemer,  of  my  artillery,  arrived  to-day,  and 
reports  that  Colonel  Croghan  has  taken  some  fifty-four  of  my  sabers  for 
your  cavalry,  which  were  sent  to  McLeary,  of  Lewisburg,  to  be  scab- 
barded  for  my  artillery.  These  sabers  I  sent  to  Bichmond  for,  expressly 
for  my  Legion,  and  obtained  them  without  scabbards,  and  myself  had 
them  scabbarded  and  belts  made  for  them.  I  respectfully  ask  that 
Colonel  Croghan  be  ordered  to  deliver  them  to  me. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 

No.  47.]  Camp  on  Big  Sewell,  Virginia, 

September  19, 1861—2  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commandingj  dic. : 

Sm :  Two  of  my  scouts  (John  T.  Amick  and  Madison  Walker)  report 
the  enemy  approaching  on  this  turnpike,  at  donble-quick,  6  miles  off,  at 
Masten's.  They  left  Gauley  Biver,  at  Camifix,  at  10  a.  m.,  and  the  en- 
emy were  not  done  crossing  the  river  there  then.  The  Gauley  forces, 
from  the  bridge,  had  reached  the  Sunday  road  first,  and  those  now  ad- 
vancing are  probably  some  of  the  latter.  The  scouts  came  into  the 
turnpike  by  the  Bracken's  Creek  road,  at  Billy  Masten's  house,  at  Brack- 
en's Creek,  where  they  came  in  between  two  regiments  or  two  compa- 
nies, they  could  not  see  which.  They  followed  the  front  column  up  to  old 
Masten's  house,  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  and  found  them  plunder- 
ing the  house,  and  then  spoke  to  some  of  the  enemy,  and  turned  back 
to  the  Bracken's  Creek  road,  and  upon  it  rode  back  to  Meadow  Biver, 
and  came  around  into  my  camp,  on  the  position  of  my  artillery.  At 
Kicbol's  MUl,  at  Meadow  Biver,  a  man  told  them  that  15  of  the  enemy 
had  been  seen  there,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bracken's  road,  on  the 
turnpike,  tiiey  had  met  another  column,  in  the  rear  of  the  first.  Thus 
they  saw  the  rear  of  one  and  the  front  of  another  column,  but  cannot 
dei^ibe  their  numbers.    Amick  says  he  was  alone  when  he  saw  the  en- 
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emy.  Walker  joined  him  at  Meadow  Biver,  on  his  way  back,  and 
Walker  reports  hearing  their  drams  at  the  turnpike,  at  Sanday  road, 
and  at  Alderson's  all  this  morning.  Amiok  says  there  are  none  acroes 
Ganley,  on  the  other  side  of  Meadow  Biver.  I  shall  hold  on  here  and 
fight  the  enemy,  expecting  them  to  attack  me  before  sunrise  this  morn- 
ing. 

Please  send  forward  any  empty  wagons  which  can  be  dispatched  from 
Meadow  Blnff. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigiidier'  GenerdL 


No.  48.]  Hbadquartebs  Army  of  the  Kanawha, 

Camp  near  Meadow  Bluffs  VirginiOy  JSkptember  19, 1861. 

General  Henry  A.  Wise: 

Sir  :  I  have  been  aware  for  several  dajrs  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy. 
Before  I  left  the  top  of  the  Big  SeweU  Mountain  I  was  well  assured  that 
his  plan  was  to  concentrate  all  his  force  at  an  eligible  point  (which  I 
thoaght  might  possibly  be  Meadow  Blnff)  on  the  Turnpike  rosJa  and  to 
advance  apon  Lewisbnrg.  I  chose  this  position  to  meet  him,  because  I 
believed  it  to  be  the  most  eligible.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  you  did 
not  think  proper  to  bring  up  my  rear,  as  directed  in  my  order  of  the 
16th,  but  on  Uie  contrary  chose  to  advance  in  the  direction  fh>m  which 
I  had  come.  Disastrous  consequences,  which  may  ensue  from  a  divided 
force,  may  result  from  this,  unless  counteracted  by  some  prompt  and 
decided  movement.  If  you  still  have  time,  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  to 
join  my  force  and  make  a  stand  against  the  enemy  at  this  point,  I  hope 
you  will  see  the  necessity  of  doing  so  at  once.  The  country  has  a  right, 
I  think,  to  expect  the  strongest  resistance  which  aU  the  combined  forces 
under  my  command  can  make  to  the  advance  of  this  powenul  enemy, 
and  I  do  not  think  this  just  expectation  should  be  disappointed. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  Commanding  Army  qf  the  Kanawha. 


Gamp  near  the  Top  of  Bia  Sewell,  YmemiA., 

September  19, 1861—9.45  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding^  <£e. ; 

Sir:  There  are  two  essential  mistakes  in  your  note  of  this  day,  just 
put  into  my  hands.  Yon  say  that  you  '<  regret  exceedingly  that  I  did 
not  think  proper  to  brin^  up  your  rear,  as  directed  in  your  order  of  the 
leth."  I  repeat  that  I  did  think  proper  '<  to  hold  my  command  in  readi- 
ness to  bring  up  your  rear"  precisely  in  the  language  and  sense  of  your 
order  of  the  16th.  I  justly  interpreted  your  order  of  that  date  to  mean 
that  I  was  not  to  move  immediately  after  your  movement.  You  said  in 
that  order  that  you  would  move  '*  at  once,"  and  ordered  me  simply  to 
hold  myself  in  readiness  to  bring  up  your  rear.  That  order  I  have 
obeyed  In  letter  and  in  spirit  better  by  remaining  here  than  by  moving 
*^  at  once  "  after  you.  I  could  not  move  *<  at  once  "  on  the  16th,  nor  on 
the  17th,  nor  on  the  18th. 

Five  of  my  wagons  have  been  borrowed  by  your  command  and  not 
returned,  and  a  number  of  them  had  been  sent  eastward  for  supplies  of 
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com,  and  to  take  on  not  only  my  own  sick,  bnt  many  of  the  sick  of  yonr 
command,  whom  yonr  snrgeons  left  snifering  and  dying  on  the  way. 
And  I  am  informed  that  yonr  qnartermaster  has  stopj)^  some  of  my 
wagons,  and  that  others,  containing  my  supplies,  have  been  turned  back. 
I  have  a  large  amount  of  baggage,  ammunition,  and  stores  accumulated 
here,  which  I  am  bound  to  save,  and  will  save  from  the  enemy,  wlu> 
have  approached  within  6  miles  of  me  in  force. 

My  position  here  is  strong,  and  is  much  stronger  than  that  of  Meadow 
Bluff.  I  can  hold  it,  repulse  the  en«ny,  and  thus  defend  your  rear,  and 
fall  back  in  due  time  without  the  loss  of  a  single  thing  of  value,  and 
before  there  can  be  any  junction  of  the  enemy's  forces  to  attack  you  or 
any  combined  forces  at  Meadow  Bluff.  I  have  ascertained  this  morn- 
ing that  the  enemy  are  not  upon  the  Wilderness  road,  but  they  have 
crossed  at  Gamifiz,  and  are  upon  the  Bracken's  Greek  road,  leading 
from  Gamifiz  to  Masten-s,  and  upon  this  turnpike  from  Gauley.  They 
will,  if  they  form  a  junction  at  all,  form  it  at  Bracken's  Greek,  6  miles 
west  of  me. 

If  they  do  combine  and  advance,  and  our  joint  forces  can  repel  them 
at  Meadow  Bluff,  I  will  repel  them  here,  combined  or  not  combined,  and 
will  thus  save  my  stores  and  supplies,  and  bring  up  your  rear.  You 
need  not  re-enforce  me  here.  I  will  re-enforce  you  in  fhll  time  at  Meadow 
Bluff,  and,  as  to  the  manner  of  biinging  up  your  rear  and  saving  my 
command  and  its  baggage  and  honor,  in  execution  of  your  order  of  the 
16th,  I  must,  I  respectfiuly  urge,  be  allowed  the  sound  and  saving  dis- 
cretion of  one  trusted  with  a  separate  brigade.  Further,  you  not  only 
say  that  '^  I  did.not  think  proper  to  bring  up  your  rear,  as  directed  in 
your  order  of  the  16th,  but,  on  the  contrEury,  chose  to  advance  in  the 
direction  from  which  you  had  gone."  In  respect  to  that<,  sir,  you  have 
been  misinformed  or  are  mistaken.  I  have  not  chosen  to  advance  in 
any  direction ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  retired  one  of  my  regiments 
behind  my  artillery  fh>m  its  advanced  position  when  you  left,  and 
have  ordered  on  all  my  commissaiy  and  quartermaster  supplies,  not 
necessarily  required  immediately,  towards  your  camp.  I  wdl  make  a 
timely  move  when  I  can  do  so  safely  and  without  loss  to  join  your 
force,  and  make  a  stand  against  the  enemy  at  Meadow  Bluff.  I  do  not 
see  the  necessity  of  doing  so  at  once,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the 
roads  cannot  do  so  <<  at  once,"  unless  my  widens  are  speedily  sent  to  me 
from  this,  eastward,  from  your  command,  m>m  Lewisburg,  White  Sul- 
phur, and  Jackson's  Biver.  I  repeat  the  request  that  you  will  have 
sent  to  me  the  five  now  held  by  your  qua:rtermaster.  I  will  earnestly 
endeavor  to  co-operate  in  making  the  strongest  resistance,  and  I  am 
doing  so  by  remaining  here  for  the  present  at  least.  I  will  try  luml, 
on  my  par^  not  to  disappoint  any  just  expectations  of  the  counixy  in 
resisting  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  between  whom  and  my  command 
there  is  now  but  a  very  short  space.  When  I  fail  in  meeting  such  ex- 
pectations I  hope  that  I  may  be  held  to  the  utmost  responsibility  of 
my  position  as  a  commander,  bound  to  due  obedience,  and  trusted  wiUi 
sound  discretion. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNKY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  Genera  I. 

P.  S. — As  I  finish^  the  enemy  appear  four  miles  and  a  half  finom  my 
camp.  This  is  certain.  I  shall  await  an  attack,  and  leave  it  to  your 
better  judgment  to  send  re-enforcements  or  not. 
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BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  8iptember  1%  1861. 

Capt  E.  T.  TUTWILEB,  Biohmond,  Va. : 

SiB :  Toa  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Millboroagh,  and  inform  your- 
self of  the  amount  of  transportation  required  for  the  prompt  snpplj  of 
General  Lee's  command  with  every  description  of  stores  for  the  army 
that  we  sent  to  that  depK)t  to  be  forwarded.  A  supply  train  has  nio 
doubt  been  already  organized  on  the  road  from  Millbcmugh  to  Hnnters- 
ville  and  beyond  as  far  as  Valley  Monntain.  You  are  authorized  to 
purchase  wagons  and  teams  to  make  the  supply  train  sufficient,  and  to 
engage  hands  to  work  upon  the  roads  and  keep  them  in  order.  Major 
Gorley,  assistant  quartermaster  at  Huntersville,  is  the  principal  officer 
in  the  country  where  General  Lee  is  operating.  You  will  reiK)rt  to  him 
and  carry  out  such  instructions  as  he  may  give  you  in  furtherance  of 
the  duty  assigned  to  you.  On  your  arriv^  at  Millborough  you  will 
report  to  me  the  amount  of  supplies  on  hand  to  be  forwarded  to  Hon- 
tersville.  •  •  •  You  will  report  yourself  to  General  B.  B.  Lee  when 
you  arrive  at  his  headquarters,  and  take  any  orders  he  may  have  to 

give  you  connected  with  your  sx>ecial  duties.*  

A.  C.  MYBBSy 
Acting  QuartermMter-OeneraL 


Lewisbttbo,  September  19, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jeffebson  Davis, 

President  of  the  Southern  Confederaey  ; 

De  AB  SiB :  Influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  the  promotion  of  the 
cause  of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  to  you 
a  statement  of  a  few  facts  that  have  come  under  my  own  personal 
observation  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  western  divis- 
ion of  our  army,  a  condition  which  I  think  must  result  in  nothing  but 
disaster  to  the  cause  unless  remedied,  and  that  very  soon.  I  allude  to 
the  unfriendly  relations  existing  between  the  two  generals,  Floyd  and 
Wise.  They  are  as  inimical  to  each  other  as  men  can  be,  and  from 
their  course  and  actions  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  each  of  them  would  be 
highly  gratified  to  see  the  other  annihilated.  I  have  spent  a  few  days 
recently  in  their  encampments,  and  learn  that  there  is  great  dissatisfiac- 
tion  existing  among  the  officers  as  well  as  the  privates,  and  am  of  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  service  if  they  were  bot^  de- 
ix>sed,  and  some  military  general  appointed  in  their  st^id  to  take  com- 
mand of  both  their  divisions.  This  I  am  sure  would  be  gratiQdng  to 
the  commandants  of  the  different  regiments,  and  would  insure  success 
to  our  cause,  at  least  in  this  division  of  our  Army.  It  would  be  just  as 
easy  to  combine  oil  and  water  as  to  expect  a  union  of  action  between 
these  gentlemen. 

I  have  taken  this  liberty  and  responsibility,  though  a  perfect  stranger 
to  you,  of  presenting  these  fiacts,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  bring  about 
an  investigation  of  the  matter,  and  will  refer  you  to  Governor  l^tdier, 
Wyndham  Bobertson,  esq.,  William  H.  Mac&rland.  esq.,  William  F. 
Bitchie,  esq.,  and  other  prominent  individuals  of  Bicnmond  City. 

Believing  that  you  are  not  aware  of  this  condition  of  things,  and  hop- 
ing that  the  needful  remedy  may  be  applied  at  once,  I  am,  very  respect- 
fully and  truly,  your  obedient  servant^ 
^^  MASON  MATHEWS. 

*  Some  matters  of  detail  omitted. 
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[Indonenieiit) 

Lewisbttrg,  September  Idj  18GI. 

Mr.  Mathews,  the  author  of  the  foregoing  letter,  has  been  and  still  is 
our  county  representative  in  the  legis&ture — a  gentleman  of  truth  and 
intelligence,  whose  statements  are  entitled  to  the  fullest  credit.  In  ad- 
dition to  what  he  states  we  have  understood  firom  other  sources  that  a 
great  want  of  harmony  exisits  between  Generals  Floyd  and  Wise.  The 
remedy  for  this  dangerous  evil  we  submit  to  your  cooler  and  better 
judgment. 

Ye^  truly  and  respectfully, 

SAML.  PmCE. 
M.  ARBUCKLE. 


Lewisburg,  Va.,  September  19, 1861. 

To  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States: 

Your  Excellency  will  excuse,  I  hope,  the  liberty  which  I  have  taken 
of  addressing  you.  a  few  lines  relative  to  the  apprehensions  which  cause 
much  anxiety  in  our  community  and  the  circumstances  which  have 
given  rise  to  them.  At  the  time  of  the  battle  at  Camp  Ganley  General 
Wise  was  at  the  Hawk's  Nest,  a  short  distance  this  side  of  Gaulcy 
l^ridge.  Cox's  encampment  and  our  militia*  1,500  or  1,800  strong, 
were  at  Cotton  Hill,  opposite  to  Cox,  on  the  western  side  of  New  River, 
near  its  confluence  with  Gauley.  In  the  battle  of  Camp  Gauley  our 
loss  was  some  5  or  6  wounded,  and  from  all  we  can  learn  the  slaughter 
of  the  enemy  was  terrific.  I  have  conversed  with  individuals  who  were 
in  the  engagement,  but  they  could  only  infer  from  the  exposed  con- 
dition of  the  enemy  and  the  quantity  of  grape,  &c.,  thrown  amongst 
them  their  probable  loss.  They  suppose  it  to  have  been  great^  but  re- 
ports from  persons  in  the  neighborhood,  who  got  their  information  from 
the  enemy,  represent  his  loss  to  have  been  tremendous.  The  dead  and 
wounded,  they  say,  amounted  to  thousands.  After  the  battle  General 
Floyd  crossed  Gauley  and  retreated  to  a  point  on  the  James  Birer  and 
Kanawha  Turnpike  road,  about  12  miles  south  of  where  the  battle  was 
fought— Dogwood  Gap.  There  he  was  joined  by  GKsneral  Wise.  Both 
subsequently  retreated  to  Big  Sewell,  about  30  miles  west  of  this  place, 
where  General  Wise  yet  remains,  but  General  Floyd  retreated  on  Mon- 
day night  last  to  Meadow  Bluff,  16  miles  west  of  Lewisburg.  On  yes- 
terday we  learned  that  he  was  again  moving  west,  but  I  am  unable  to 
say  whether  by  the  turnpike  or  the  Wilderness  road  leading  to  Sum- 
mersville,  and  crossing  Gauley  at  Hughes'  Ferry.  From  the  time  the 
battle  of  Gauley  Camp  occurred  we  have  been  anxiously  expecting  that 
General  Lee  would  follow  Bosecrans  to  Summersville,  and  many  reports 
have  reached  us  that  he  was  doing  so,  but  I  fear  our  hopes  in  this  re- 
spect are  unfounded.  We  have  no  positive  knowledge  that  the  enemy 
in  force  has  yet  crossed  Gauley,  but  it  is  said  that  his  scouts  have  done 
so,  and  I  apprehend  that  he  will  soon  learn  that  Floyd's  and  Wis^s 
forces  combined  are  much  less  than  his  own.  Heretofore  I  believe  he 
has  overestimated  our  strength.  We  do  not  know  Bosecrans'  strength 
in  the  battle  of  Camp  Gauley,  or  rather  the  exact  number  of  men  with 
which  he  marched  into  Nicholas.  It  is  variously  reported  at  from  7,000 
to  12,000.  I  am  disposed  to  belfeve  the  smaller  number  nearly  correct. 
But  a  union  with  Cox  will  give  him  probably  10,000  men,  unless  his 
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reported  Iobs  in  the  battle  with  Floyd  be  ooirect.  This  force  wonld  be 
too  sti'ong  for  our  generals,  even  if  they  acted  in  harmony  and  concert, 
which  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  I  fear  they  do  not  firom  the  reports  car- 
rent  in  the  country.  Indeed,  I  have  been  requested  by  a  gentleman  of 
high  standing  to  write  to  you  npon  this  subjecti  but  as  I  know  person- 
ally nothing  of  the  facts,  and  am  so  loath  to  conclude  that  two  gentle- 
men so  distinguished  could  permit  private  feelings  of  any  character  to 
interfere  with  the  discharge  of  duties  so  vitally  important  as  those  o^v 
devolving  upon  them,  I  even  allude  to  the  matter  with  extreme  reluct- 
ance. Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  matter  is  one  commonly  tsdkod  of 
here^  I  have  concluded  to  refer  to  it,  confident  that  a  gentleman  of  your 
admmistrative  talent  and  general  acquaintance  with  mankind  will 
know  best  what  weight  to  attach  to  it,  and  whether  or  not  it  caUs  for 
action  on  your  part.  A  report  has  just  reached  me  (3  p.  m.)  that  G^- 
eral  Wise  has  left  Sewell  and  retired  several  miles  nearer  to  Lewisburg, 
and  is  now  at  Fraziei-'s,  26  miles  west  of  this,  and  that  he  has  sent  for 
all  to  join  him  who  can,  as  he  expects  an  attack  from  the  enemy.  Since 
beginning  my  letter  I  learn  that  General  Floyd  is  to-day  at  Meadow 
Bluff.    I  also  leam  that  a  dispatch  has  been  forwarded  to  Richmond. 

I  have  thus,  my  dear  sir,  given  you  briefly  the  circumstances  which 
cause  us  much  solicitude.  I  really  fear  that  our  county  and  town  aie 
in  great  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  such  an 
event  would  indeed  be  deplorable,  not  only  to  our  loyal  citizens,  bat  to 
our  cause.  I  hope  you  ihll  do  something  for  as,  and  that  speedily. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  SYMB. 

P.  S. — Messrs.  Price  and  Mathews  some  months  since,  at  my  instance, 
addres^ied  you,  inclosing  a  note  in  pencil  from  myself.  I  refer  to  this 
fJEUst  that  you  may  form  some  idea  of  myself,  &o. 


Special  Obbebs,  \  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

Ko.  157.  I  Biohmandj  Fa.,  September  19, 186L 

•  •••••• 

6.  Miy.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  Provisional  Army,  will  proceed 
to  Manassas,  Ya.,  and  report  for  duty  to  General  J.  E.  Johnston,  com- 
manding the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

•  •••••• 

By  conunand  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-QeMiraL 


BiCHUOND,  B^tember  20, 166L 

General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Aquia  Creek : 

GENEBAXi :  In  the  present  condition  of  Maryland  the  Gk)vemment 
feels  a  deep  solicitude  in  behalf  of  the  unfortunate  citizens  who  are  oat 
off  from  all  hope  of  escaping  from  the  tyranny  exercised  over  them.  I 
do  not  desire  to  make  any  special  order  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  se- 
curing you  against  the  abuse  of  Huch  facilities  as  can  be  afforded  for 
crossing  the  Potomac,  but  it  is  necessary  that  some  means  of  passage 
for  our  friends  be  kept  open  if  at  all  possible.  It  occurs  to  me  that  yoa 
might  place  some  one  or  more  confidential  officers  in  command  of  the 
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X>oiiit  where  the  boats  make  their  landing  on  onr  side,  and  by  proper 
ix>lice  regalations  guard  yourself  against  spies  while  affording  means 
of  passage  for  the  inhabitants  who  are  seeking  refhge  with  us,  as  well 
as  for  the  recruits  who  desire  to  join  our  service.  I  leave  the  mode  of 
securing  the  safety  of  your  command  against  the  intrusion  of  spies  to 
^our  discretion,  and  content  myself  with  requesting  that  you  open  the 
communication  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  in  such  manner  as  you 
may  think  best. 

Your  obedient  seryant. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  €/  War. 


BiOHMOND,  September  20, 1861. 

lieut.  GoL  A.  O.  Mtebs,  A^ffHT  Quartemuuter-Oeneral : 

Sm:  General  Johnston  telegraphs  the  President  from  Fair&x  Sta- 
tion that  his  chief  quartermaster  reports  that  the  cars  are  never  un- 
necessarily detained  at  Manassas,  but  unloaded  as  soon  as  possible 
after  arriving.  The  truth  on  this  subject  must  be  ascertained,  and  tJie 
party  actually  in  fl^ult  for  the  detention  of  the  cars  and  the  obstruction 
in  the  regular  transportation  service  must  be  detected.  Ton  are  there- 
fore instructed  to  make  immediate  examination  and  report  to  me  the 
facts  in  the  case.  The  contradictory  statements  now  reported  to  me 
officially  demand  that  I  should  know  which  of  the  officers  has  made  a 
report  unfounded  in  fact. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  SeoreUiry  of  War. 


MiLLBOBOuaH,  Ya.,  September  20, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Jeffebson  Davis: 

I  have  just  received  a  note  ftom  M^jor  Hannan,  inclosing  a  dispatch 
from  you  stating  that  you  understood  that  cars  were  detained  here  for 
the  purpose  of  store-houses,  and  that  the  cars  were  wanted,  and  must 
be  sent  down. 

The  small  county  of  Bockbrid^  is  the  only  place  that  I  have  had  to 
press  teams ;  I  have  had  them  in  service  now  for  about  two  months, 
and,  the  roads  being  in  such  a  terrible  state,  most  of  them  are  now 
broken  down,  either  horses  or  wagons.  I  have  never  been  able  to  get 
any  teams  from  Staunton,  where  they  have  a  fine  rich  country  to  get 
teams  from. 

In  consequence  of  this,  provisions  have  accumulated  upon  me  to  such 
an  extent,  that  I  have  had  to  keep  some  twelve  or  fifteen  cars  for  sev- 
eral davs. 

I  will  immediately  have  sheds  erected  to  put  provisions  in,  and  have 
them  unloaded  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  some  ten  or  fifteen  days' 
provisions  ahead  with  the  army. 

I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  General  Loring  or  to  Miyor  Gorley, 
the  quartermaster  of  the  northwest,  for  the  manner  in  which  provisions 
have  been  forwarded  from  this  place  heretofore  and  for  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  I  have  labored. 

Very  respectfuBy,  your  obedient  servant,  

W.  L.  POWELL, 
Ooptotfi,  Acting  ^ffuartermaeter. 
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Gamp  at  Meadow  Blupp,  Yibginia, 

September  ^j  186L 
General  Henet  A.  Wise, 

Wis^s  Legion^  Camp  on  Big  SeweUj  Virffinia : 

I  have  jast  arriTed  at  this  camp,  and  regret  to  find  the  forces  not 
united.  I  know  nothiug  of  the  re&tive  ddvantages  of  the  points  occu- 
pied by  yourself  and  General  Floyd,  but  as  far  as  I  can  judge  our 
united  forces  are  not  more  than  one-half  of  the  strength  of  the  enemy. 
Together  they  may  not  be  able  to  stand  his  assault.  It  would  be  the 
height  of  imprudence  to  submit  them  separately  to  his  attack.  I  am 
told  by  General  Floyd  your  position  is  a  very  strong  one.  This  one  I 
have  not  examined,  but  it  seems  to  have  the  advantage  of  yours,  in 
commanding  the  Wilderness  road  and  the  approach  to  Lewisburg, 
which  I  think  is  the  aim  of  General  Eosecrans.  I  beg  therefore,  if  not 
too  lal^,  that  the  troops  be  united,  and  that  we  conquer  or  die  together. 
You  have  spoken  to  me  of  want  of  consultation  and  concert;  let  that 
pass  till  the  enemy  is  driven  back,  and  then,  as  far  as  I  can^  all  shall 
be  arranged.  I  expect  this  of  your  magnanimity.  Consult  that  and 
the  interest  of  our  cause,  and  all  will  go  wcU. 
With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Genera! J  Co^mnasiding* 


Feazieb's,  September  21, 1861 — 5  p.  m. 
General  B.  E.  Lee: 

General  :  I  have  just  returned  from  feeling  the  enemy,  being  out 
all  night  and  driving  in  their  pickets  this  nioniing,  and  finding  their 
precise  positieni;  but,  wet,  weary,  and  fatigued  as  I  am,  your  note 
reads  so  like  a  rebuke,  which  I  do  not  think  I  deserve^  that  I  do  not 
dry  or  warm  my  person  or  lose  a  moment  without  replying.  I  am  so 
desirous  to  deserve  and  to  have  your  good  opinion  and  approbation, 
sir,  that  you  must  permit  me  to  be  plain  in  saying  that  I  apprehend 
you  have  been  told  something  else  besides  the  fact  that  my  position  is 
a  very  strong  one,  and  regret  that  I  was  not  heard  before  inferences 
were  made  to  which  I  cannot  consent  or  correct.  In  the  first  place, 
I  consider  my  force  united  with  that  of  General  Floyd  as  much  as  it 
ever  has  been,  and  in  a  way  the  most  effectual  for  co-operation.  Gen- 
eral Fl(^d  has  about  3,800,  and  I  about  2,200  men,  of  all  arms,  and  of 
these  at  least  5,500  are  efficient.  The  enemy  can  now  spare  from  Gau- 
ley  not  more  than  2,000  men,  and  has  not  elsewhere,  with  which  to  at- 
tack us  in  any  short  time,  more  than  from  4,000  to  5,000  men.  If  he 
can  be  driven  to  attack  General  Floyd  at  Meadow  Blulf,  advancing  by 
the  Wilderness  road,  he  must  do  it  without  artillery,  and  3,000  men 
can  repulse  him  as  long  as  he  is  compelled  to  divide  his  Ibrce  in  nearly 
equal  parts  in  order  to  bring  his  artillery  at  all,  as  he  can  briog  it 
only  by  this  turnpike.  If  he  brings  it  by  this  turnpike  he  will  be 
repulsed  easily  by  the  Legion,  if  his  force  on  this  road  does  not  exceed 
3,500  men.  Colonel  Da\is'  successful  attack  on  him  in  the  Kanawha 
Valley,  within  12  miles  of  Charleston,  has  drawn  two  of  his  regiments 
to  the  Lower  Valley,  and  the  utmost  estimate  of  his  force  within  not 
less  than  6  miles  of  my  camp  is  3,000.  But  250  tents,  of  6  men  each, 
have  been  counted,  and  I  have  driven  in  his  pickets,  and  killed  one  of 
them,  to-day,  with  five  companies  of  infantry  only,  with  impunity. 

So  much  for  this  road,  except  that  while  I  am  G  miles  from  onr 
enemy  (who  dares  not  attack  me  or  to  advance),  my  camp  is  less  than 
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12  miles  tram  Oeneral  Floyd's,  and  we  can  reciprocally  support  each 
other  against  a  dixided  enemy  better  than  we,  combined,  can  de- 
fend against  him,  combined,  at  Meadow  BhxS.    With  General  Floyd's 
co-operation  here  the  enemy,  combined,  cannot  tnrn  onr  flanks.    He 
can  easily  tnrn  either  flank  at  Meadow  Bluff.    Bat  this  is  speculation. 
I  know  the  cdnntry  well  and  have  scouted  the  enemy  close.    He  is 
not  yet  combined  on  tbis  turnpike  between  me  and  Oauley,  and  he  is 
not  on  the  Wilderness  road  at  all.    He  began  to  advance  upon  that 
road  and  retreated ;  and  if  he  is  to  combine  on  either  road,  it  will  be  on 
this  turnpike,  between  me  and  Gauley.    K  that  be  the  fact^  it  will 
be  better  to  meet  him  combined  on  our  own  part  here.    It  is  immeas- 
urably a  stronger  position  than  that  of  Meadow  Bluff.    But  this  even 
aside,  I  tell  you  that  he  is  not  going  to  advance  on  Lewisburg  at  all 
by  either  road  against  either  position.    His  main  object  now  is  to  pre- 
serve his  base  line  from  Gauley  to  Huttonsville.    He  dreads  you  too 
much,  sir,  to  advance  on  Lewisburg  while  your  force  is  in  position  to 
advance  on  Summersvillo  or  to  strike  his  rear  from  Huntersville.    I 
concur  in  the  imprudence  of  dividing  our  forces,  but  submit,  most  re- 
spectfully, that  this  is  the  far  stronger  position  in  which  to  combine, 
notwithstanding  Meadow  Bluff  is  said  to  command  the  Wilderness 
road.    That  position,  I  hold,  commands  nothing,  by  General  Moyd's 
forces  and  mine,  combined,  against  7,000  of  the  enemy  well  com- 
manded ;  and  this  commands  all  that  can  be  commanded  by  our  joint 
forces  in  the  defense  of  Lewisburg.    The  two  roads  and  the  two  posi- 
tions had  perhaps  better  be  examined,  I  respectfully  submit,  before 
my  judgment  is  condemned.     But,  sir,  I  am  ready  to  join  General 
Floyd  wherever  you  command,  and  you  do  not  say  where.    I  will  join 
him  here  or  at  Meadow  Bluff.    The  enemy,  while  I  am  writing,  has 
been  firing  on  my  pickets,  as  just  reported,  from  the  other  side  of  Big 
Sewell.    I  chased  him  to-day  a  half  mile  beyond  Keeny's,  his  reported 
position  day  before  yesterday,  and  ho  is  now  feigning  to  advance  as  I 
retire  to  camp.    I  laugh  him  to  scorn,  and  do  not  stop  writing,  as  I 
know  he  wishes  to  retire  more  now  than  I  do.    Just  say,  then,  where 
we  are  to  unite  and  ^^  conquer  or  die  together"  against  an  enemy  who 
dares  not  to  advance  upon  the  rear  guard  of  a  retreat,  which  hiis  sul- 
lenly stopped,  turned  front,  and  defied  all  odds  of  attack.     I  have 
been  consulted  but  twice,  and  then  each  time  all  concert  was  thwarted 
by  every  step  of  action  taken  in  contradiction  to  my  understanding  of 
joint  council.    I  have  let  that  pass.    I  was  obliged  to,  for  want  of  relief, 
and  turned  all  my  wrath  away  from  my  superior  upon  the  common 
enemy,  whom  I  am  now  trying  successfully  to  check,  if  not  to  drive 
back.    I  stop  his  artillery,  and  Meadow  Blufi'  cannot  stand  it.    I  ask 
no  consideration,  no  promises  of  any  sort,  to  do  my  duty.    I  will  de- 
light to  obey  you,  sir,  even  when  rebuked.    Where  common  justice 
has  been  done  me,  I  trust  I  have  never  failed,  and  never  will,  to  be  gen- 
erous, and  I  challenge  contradiction  of  the  honest,  earnest  claim  for 
myself,  that  no  man  consults  more  the  interest  of  the  cause,  according 
to  his  oest  ability  and  means,  than  I  do.    I  am  ready  to  do.  sufier,  and 
die  for  it,  and  I  trust,  sir,  that  I  may  cite  you  triumphantly  as  a  chief 
witness  of  the  truth  and  justice  of  that  claim  whenever  and  by  whom- 
soever it  may  be  assailed.    Any  imputatioD  upon  my  motives  or  in- 
tentions in  that  respect  by  my  superior  would  make  me,  perhaps,  no 
longer  a  military  subordinate  of  any  man  who  breathes.    I  am  sure  you 
mean  to  cast  no  such  imputation,  whoever  else  may  dare.    I  trust  all 
will  go  well,  most  confidently,  in  your  hands. 
I  am,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  A.  WISE. 
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LbwisSubo,  Ya.|  Beptemher  21, 18G1. 
To  the  Pbbsibent: 

Deab  Bib  :  I  took  the  liberty  of  addressiBg  you  by  the  last  mail 
relative  to  the  anxieties  of  our  people ;  the  proximity  and  strength  <rf 
the  enemy;  the  positions  of  oar  forces  and  their  nomerical  strength  |  our 
generals,  &c. 

Since  writing  rei)orts  have  reached  Lewisbnrg  that  the  enemy  have 
crossed  Gauley,  and  were  advancing  by  the  James  River  and  Kanawha 
Turnpike  eastwardly,  and  on  yesterday  they  were  said  to  be  approach- 
ing the  western  base  of  Big  SeweU  Mountain,  some  34  or  35  miles  west 
of  this.  It  was  also  said  that  Gtoneral  Wise,  posted  just  on  this  side 
of  the  top  of  Big  Sewell,  was  expecting  an  attack.  I  understand  that 
Colonel  Henningsen  regards  General  Wise's  position  as  a  strong  one.  I 
have  not  heard  whether  (General  Floyd  has  gone  to  the  supi>ort  of  Gen- 
eral Wise.  At  last  accounts  he  was  at  Mcmow  Bluff,  16  miles  west  of 
this. 

Our  citizens  were  much  pleased  at  the  airival  of  General  Lee  in  our 
town  this  morning,  en  route  for  the  west.  He  passed  through,  and  I  sup- 
pose by  tjus  time  nas  reached  Meadow  Bluff.  He  had  with  him  only  an 
escort  of  cavalxy,  and  I  have  not  heard  of  any  re-enforoement  to  our  Uttle 
army  being  expected  from  Oheat  Mountain.  His  presence  in  our  midst 
has,  however,  given  great  satisfaction,  as  it  assures  us  that,  should  the 
reports  of  want  of  harmony  and  concert  have  been  well  founded,  no  ill 
consequence  can  now  flow  fcom  that  source. 

I  observe  that  the  Bichmond  Dispatch  estimates  Bosecrans^  army,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Gauley,  at  20,000  men.  I  think,  from  all  I  can 
learn,  this  estimate  too  high,  Wt  am  yet  well  asssured  that  our  force  is 
entirely  too  small  to  accomplish  anything  of  moment  upon  the  Kana- 
wha Valley.  Availing  himself  of  our  mountain  passes,  I  hope  General 
Lee  will  be  able  to  prevent  the  enemy's  farther  progress  eastwardly, 
but  I  fear  he  will  be  compelled  to  abandon  all  offensive  operations  until 
strengthened.  Gould  a  few  regiments  be  sent  down  the  western  side  of 
New  Biver  to  the  mouth  of  Gauley  and  3,000  or  4,000  men  be  added  to 
G^eral  Wise's  and  General  Floyd's  forces  fh)m  Cheat  Mountain,  we 
might  be  able,  I  think,  to  cut  off  Kosecrans'  supplies,  and  probably  force 
him  to  a  surrender.  The  repossession  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  is  a  matter 
of  very  great  moment  to  this  section  of  country,  and  the  occupation  of 
Greenbrier  by  the  enemy  would,  I  fear,  be  deplorably  demoralizing  in 
its  effect. 

A  large  number  of  our  young  men  are  enlisted  in  the  war,  and  out  of 
our  seven  or  eight  companies  two  are  at  Manassas  and  one  with  Gen- 
eral Loring. 

I  hope  your  excellency  will  do  for  us  all  in  your  power,  for  should  the 
enemy  succeed  in  his  efforts  to  ^'  hold,  occupy,  and  possess"  Greenbrier,  I 
greatly  fear  that  the  difficulty  of  defending  Bichmond  will  be  materially 
enhanced. 

We  started  this  morning  for  Bichmond  some  42  prisoners,  taken  by  Gol. 
J.  Lucius  Davis,  of  Wise's  brigade,  in  Boone  County.  They  are  a  part 
of  the  miscreant  band  which  burned  Boone  Court-House.  Through  re- 
spect to  those  holy  laws  which  we  are  not  at  liberty  to  disobey,  no  mat- 
ter how  vile  their  conduct,  we  must  extend  towards  our  enemies  the 
benefit  of  Christian  charity  and  forbearance;  but  truly  our  i»6ople  have 
been  sorely  tempted,  and  it  is  no  less  a  matter  of  astonishment  than  of 
rejoicing  that  they  have  so  constantly  manifested  that  noble  character- 
istic of  the  brave — mercy  towards  the  fallen. 
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We  have  entire  oonfldenoe  in  General  Lee,  and  doubt  not  he  will  do 
all  for  OS  that  can  be  done. 

With  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  yoor  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  SYME. 


Quartebkaster-General's  Department, 

Eiehnumdj  Va.^  September  21, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  BenjamiNi  Acting  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  received  year  letter  of  yesterday  in  regard  to  the  reported 
detention  of  cars  at  Manassas,  and,  in  obedience  to  yonr  instructions, 
have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  received  a  telegraph  yesterday 
from  M^jor  Gubell,  chief  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at  Manas* 
saa,  informing  me  that  the  cars  of  the  Central  Bailroad  were  never 
unnecessarily  detained  at  Manassas,  and  that  no  cars  were  now  there. 
His  dispatch  was  in  reply  to  mine  ordering  the  cars  immediately  to 
Bichmond.  I  had  been  informed  by  a  railroad  president  that  some 
hundred  railroad  cars  were  detained  at  Manassas. 

Several  of  the  Central  Baiboad  cars  are  detained  at  Millborongh,  be- 
yond Staunton.  As  far  as  I  can  discover,  there  is  a  mistake  in  ihe 
report  of  the  detention  at  Manassas. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Central  Bailroad,  in  his  reply  to  my  qnes* 
tions  to  him  on  the  subject  of  the  detention  of  cars  at  Manassas,  con- 
eludes  with  these  words:  ^^  I  have  been  misinformed." 

Very  respectinlly,  yonr  obedient  servant,  

A.  C.  MYBE8, 
QuarterfMUter-  OeneraU 


BiOHMOND,  September  22 j  186L 

A.  O.  Myers,  Quartermaeter-Qeneral: 

Sir:  I  have  your  letter  of  21st  instant,  which  exonerates  from  blame 
the  quartermaster  at  Manassas,  but  this  is  only  half  the  result  re- 
quired in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  20th  instant.  I  desire  to  know  whose 
is  the  fault  that  the  transportation  on  the  road  was  so  blocked  up- by 
the  absence  of  cars  from  Uichmond  that  the  Commissary-General  was 
unable  to  get  one  thousand  barrels  of  flour  conveyed  to  the  army  in  an 
emergency.  We  have  now  a  definite  issue  before  us.  You  have  ascer- 
tained that  the  blame  was  not  attributable  to  the  officer  at  Manassas. 
Who  was  the  delinquent T  I  must  insist  that  the  investigation  be  pur- 
sued until  the  question  is  satisfactorily  answered. 
Please  to  report  as  early  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


Headquarters,  Brooke's  Station,  September  22, 1861. 

GoL  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  20th  instant  is  received.    I  do  not  see  how  it 
is  possible  for  me  to  aid  the  fugitive  patriots  in  escaping  from  Maryland. 
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They  excite  my  liveliest  sympathy,  and  I  have  given  orders  that  the 
troops  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mathias  Point  shall  extend  to  them  every 
facility  should  an  opportunity  occur.  All  i^ersoiis  cooiing  from  Mary- 
land are  permitted  to  land,  but  very  few,  and  those  under  the  pass  of 
the  War  Department,  are  permitted  to  return  or  visit  Maryland. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadter-Oeneral^  Commanding. 


Heabquartebs,  neab  Farb's  Gboss-Eoabs, 

September  22, 1861. 

To  the  Pbesident  : 

SiB:  In  coniirmation  of  my  telegram  to  yon  in  relation  to  the  deten- 
tion of  cars  at  Manassas,  I  respectfully  submit  a  letter  from  Major 
Cabell,  chief  quartermaster,  and  a  note  to  him  from  the  agent  of  Uie 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

QeneraL 

[Inolotare  Ka  l.] 

Ohief  Quabtebmasteb's  Office,  Aemy  of  the  Potomac, 

September  19, 1861. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Rhett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  telegram 
which  was  received  from  President  Davis  by  General  Johnston,  and  re- 
ferred to  me. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  received  a  telegram  from 
Colonel  Myers,  Quartermaster-General,  early  this  morning,  and  made 
the  necessary  inquiry  and  issued  the  necessary  orders  to  have  the 
cars  sent  down  at  once.  There  are  no  cars  detained  for  storage 
either  at  this  place  or  Manassas,  nor  have  I  ordered  or  allowed  any 
cars  to  be  taken  for  that  purpose.  No  cars  of  the  Central  Railroad, 
from  which  the  complaint  originated,  I  nnderstand  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  have  been  detained  here. 
There  were,  so  he  informs  me,  but  twelve  cars  at  Manassas  Junction, 
and  those  belonged  there,  yesterday  evening,  and  the  military  superin- 
tendent of  the  road  was  informed  of  that  from  Manassas  by  the  agent 
of  the  road.  I  have  given  this  my  personal  attention,  and  have  never 
permitted  cars  to  be  detained  here  a  longer  time  than  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  unload  them,  and  I  cannot  understand  why  the  delays  are 
always  attributed  to  this  pLoce.  From  the  best  information  I  can  ob- 
tain, the  delay  of  the  cars  is  on  the  western  terminus  of  the  Central 
roadj  at  a  place  called  Millborough,  and  when  investigated  it  will  in  my 
opinion  prove  correct. 

It  is  impossible  to  unload  a  train  of  cars  in  an  hour,  but  every  exer- 
tion is  made  to  unload  cars  promptly,  and  to  insure  a  speedy  unloading 
when  trooiis  arrive  the  baggage  is  always  taken  and  placed  on  the  side 
of  the  track  before  the  tents  are  pitched.    I  feel  confident  that  an  iuves- 
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tigation  of  this  will  show  that  no  cars  have  been  detained  for  a  longer 
time  than  absolately  required  for  anloading. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  ob^ient  servant, 

W.  L.  CABELL, 
Chief  Quartermaster  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

P.  S. — I  inclose  a  note  from  the  railroad  agent  at  Manassas. 

W.  L.  CABELL, 
Major  and  Quartermaster. 

Manassas,  September  20, 1861. 

MaJ.  W.  L.  Cabell: 

Deab  Sib:  In  answer  to  yonr  inquiry  I  would  state  that  the  cars  at 
this  place  are  unloaded  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  returned.    There 
are  none  in  use  as  store  cars. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JAMES  A.  EVANS, 

Agent. 


Headquabtebs,  neab  Faibfax  Station, 

September  22, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  19th 
instant  and  the  correspondence  inclosed  with  it. 

The  President  had  already,  by  telegraph,  given  me  orders  on  the  same 
subject.  As  evidence  against  the  correctness  of  the  charge,  I  laid  be- 
fore  him  letters  from  Major  Cabell,  chief  quartermaster,  and  Mr.  Evans, 
a^ent  of  the  railroad  company.  Copies  of  the  same  letters  are  respect- 
fully submitted  to  you.*  I  hope  that  they  may  convince  you  that  the 
negligence  with  which  we  are  charged  does  not  exist. 

I  be^  leave  to  suggest  that  flour  could  be  bought  at  very  moderate 
prices  m  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  and  brought  to  us,  with  cer- 
tainty as  to  time,  on  the  Manassas  Gap  Bailroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


Camp  on  Sewbll,  Ya.,  September  23, 1861. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding  Forces^  &c.: 

Genbbal  :  The  enemy  are  in  strong  force  on  the  Big  Sewell,  I  be- 
lieve in  full  force  (of  at  least  3,000  men),  and  a  scout  just  in  from  Nichol's 
Mill  says  7,000  are  reported  there.  I  saw  the  masses  crossing  the  top 
of  Big  Sewell,  with  artillery  and  cavalry.  We  could  see  about  four 
regiments,  and  now  count  thirty  camp  fires.  Their  advance  com- 
menced firing  at  mine  about  one-half  hour  or  an  hour  by  sun.  I  cannot 
retire  my  baggage  wagons  or  other  present  incumbrances.  It  is  now 
12  o'clock  at  night,  and  we  are  expecting  an  attack.  My  cavalry  has 
crossed  New  Biver  to  this  side,  and  there  are  none  of  the  enemy  on  the 
old  State  road.  Every  few  hours  I  get  reports  from  Nichol's  Mill,  and 
there  have  not  been  seen  any  but  a  few  stragglers  there.    The  idea  of  the 

*  See  Johnston  to  Prefddent,  same  date,  p.  872. 
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enemy  paesing  from  Sunday  road  to  the  Wilderness  road  by  NicfaoFs 
Mill  io  simply  absurd.  There  is  hardly  a  trail  there.  If  one,  no  anny 
can  possibly  pass  it  that  would  startle  a  hare.  I  am  oomiielled  to  stand 
here  and  fight  as  long  as  I  can  endure  and  ammunition  lasts.  All  is  at 
stake  with  my  command,  and  it  shall  be  sold  dearly. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

HENEY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  QenerdL 


Gamp,  Meadow  Bluff,  Virginia, 

&iptembtr  23, 1861. 
General  Henry  A.  Wise,  Cammandinp: 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  dispatch  of  this  date,  saying  that  the 
enemy  has  occupied  Sewell  Mountain  in  full  force.  It  is  difficult,  with- 
out knowing  more  of  the  facts  in  the  case^  to  suggest  what  is  your  best 
course.  It  will  depend  upon  the  force  against  you  and  your  force-power 
to  withstand  it.  If  you  cannot  resist  it,  and  are  able  to  withdraw  your 
command,  you  had  best  do  so.  At  any  rate,  send  to  the  rear  aU  your 
incumbrances.  It  is  reported  this  evening  that  the  enemy  is  coming 
fh>m  Sunday  road,  by  Nichol's  Mill,  to  the  Wilderness  road.  Should 
that  prove  truCjiGeiieral  Floyd  cannot  advance  to  your  aid,  but  may 
have  to  retire.  The  presence  of  the  enemy  before  yon  may  be  a  feint, 
to  keep  you  in  position  while  they  advance  by  other  roads  to  the  rear  of 
General  Floyd.  If  you  find  that  out  and  cannot  disperse  them,  retire 
at  once.  As  soon  as  anything  reliable  can  be  ascertained  of  the  reported 
movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  Wilderness  road  you  will  be  informed. 
Colonel  Croghan,  with  his  cavalry,  has  gone  on  the  old  State  and  Chest- 
nutburg  ro^s,  to  ascertain  if  there  are  any  movements  of  the  enemy 
there. 

Very  respectfhlly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

tL  E.  LiEE, 
Oeneralf  Commanding* 


Seftehber  23,  1S61. 
M%j.  Gen.  R  E.  Lee,  Commandingj  &c. : 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Wise  to  say  that  the  enemy  in 
very  heavy  colnmns  has  occupied  the  top  of  Sewell  Mountain.  Infauti^yy 
artillery,  and  cavalry  are  all  plainly  visible  from  our  camp,  about  1  mile 
distant.  They  have  not  as  yet  opened  fire,  and  are  reported  by  some  of 
our  cavalry  as  fortifying.  When  my  last  letter  of  to-day  was  written,  I 
had  just  returned  from  the  mission  of  truce,  and  the  enemy  came  as 
fast  as  I  did. 

With  great  respect, 

KAT.  TYLBE, 
LieutenanPColonelf  In/afUrgj  0.  &  Am^. 


Camp  on  Sewell,  Ya.,  SepUmher  23, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding: 

General  :  I  am  directed  by  General  Wise  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  by  me  to  him,  and  to  say  that  Captain  Magmder  re- 
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ports  the  namber  of  tents  of  the  enemy  now  to  be  seen  as  mnch  less 
than  before  their  late  retreat ;  that  he  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  Gen- 
eral Bosecrans  is  no  longer  with  General  Cox,  and  that  the  army  now 
threatening;  Sewell  is  in  command  of  General  Cox  only.  I  will  add  that 
Major  Bacon  and  the  other  officers  who  accompanied  me  with  the  flag 
of  trace  concnr  in  the  opinion  I  have  expressed  in  my  letter  to  General 
^'iae.  At  the  same  time  it  is  only  an  opinion,  while  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  forwarded  are  fkuthfally  stated  in  my  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Wise. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

NAT.  TYLER, 
LietUenant'Cohnel  Fir$t  Beffiment  Wit^s  Legwn. 


Quabtebmasteb-General's  Depabtment, 

Bickmondj  September  23, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  I  have  received  yonr  letter  of  the  22d  instant  in  reply  to  a  re- 
port I  made  yon  in  reference  to  the  detention  of  railroad  cars  at  Manas- 
sas, which  I  supposed  was  the  main  object  of  year  first  inquiry  on  this 
subject.  Yonr  letter  to  which  I  now  have  the  honor  of  replying  re- 
marks, ^^  We  have  now  a  definite  issue  before  us,  to  find  out  the  delin- 
quent, and  to  pursue  the  investigation  until  the  question  is  satisfactorily 
answered."  I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  from  the  sui)erintendent  of  the 
Central  Bailroad  and  one  from  M^j.  W.  S.  Ashe,  assistant  quartermas- 
ter, specially  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  railroad  transporta- 
tion, from  which  I  gather  the  fact  that  the  road  was  idle  for  some  time, 
and  sought  to  transport  public  stores  without  receiving  them,  and  that 
on  a  sudden  a  requisition  was  made  for  the  transportation  of  1,000  bar- 
rels of  flour,  which  the  road  had  not  the  capacity  to  accomplish. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  

A.  C.  MYERS, 
Acting  Quartermaeter-Oenerdl. 

BiGHMOND,  September  23, 18C1. 
Col.  A*  C.  Myebs,  Quartermaster-Oeneral: 

Deab  Sib:  Your  letter,  inclosing  one  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
asking  information  relative  to  the  detention  in  the  transportation  of 
flour,  was  duly  received.  Not  having  heard  of  this  detention,  I-sent  the 
letter  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Central  Eailroad  for  the  information 
desired.  His  reply  to  the  inquiry  I  inclose  you.  I  am  confident  that  he 
is  right  in  stating  that  a  few  weeks  back  he  sought  transportation  of 
provisions,  observing  that  his  cars  were  going  out  empty  of  Govemmfot 
freight,  and  he  would  like  to  have  it  sent  so  as  to  reacji  him  gradually. 
This  fact,  if  I  mistake  not*,  I  brought  to  your  attention. 

I  willt  in  addition  to  what  he  states,  remark  that  it  is  almost  imxK)S- 
sible,  without  previous  notice,  to  transport,  on  the  moment,  such  a  large 
amount  as  1,000  barrels  of  provisions.  It  appears  from  the  response  of 
the  superintendent  that  a  portion  of  them  went  off  on  the  same  day  the 
order  was  given,  the  balance  on  the  next  and  the  ensuing  day.  Al- 
though this  dispatch  was  not  such  as  was  desired,  yet  I  think  it  was  so 
prompt,  that  it  relieves  the  company  from  any  charge  of  dereliction  of 
duty. 
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I  avail  myself  of  this  opportnnity  to  call  your  attention  to  the  abaolate 
necessity  of  baying  care  loaded  with  freight  discharged  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. Every  moment's tlelay  is  felt  more  than  any  person  who  is  not 
acquainted  with  railroad  schedules  can  conceive  of.  This  should  not 
only  be  done  at  the  various  destinations  of  freight,  but  also  here  in 
Bicbmoud.  I  am  satisfied  that  a  depot  situated  near  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road should  be  established,  so  that  cars  so  loaded  could  be  dischaiged 
without  the  aid  of  wagons,  &c. 
With  respecty 

W.  S.  ASHE. 

Llnolorare  No.  S.] 
YlBGINIA  GeNTBAL  ItAILBOAD, 

Oenebai.  Supebintendent's  Office, 

Eichmond,  Va.j  September  23, 1861. 

Mt^.  W.  S.  Ashe,  Quartermagterj  <£c.  .* 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  the  letter  from  Acting  Secretary  of  War  to  CoL  A 
C.  Myers,  Quartermaster-General^  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
information: 

There  are  three  causes  why  the  Government  freight  has  been  detained 
to  some  extent^  as  follows : 

1st.  The  want  of  rolling  stock.  l?his  road  was  provided  with  barely 
stock  enough  for  the  transportation  of  produce,  &c.,  in  ordinary  times, 
and  even  then  we  had  delays  from  want  of  cars  at  certain  seasons.  Xow 
we  have  the  armies  of  the  West,  the  Northwest,  and  of  the  Potomac,  the 
population  of  a  considerable  city,  to  supply.  I  think  I  am  reasonable  in 
saying  that  75  per  cent,  of  the  supplies  tor  this  army  is  takeuover  some 
portion  of  our  road. 

2d.  The  Government  freight  is  irregular.  Two  weeks  since  (I  write 
fh)m  memory)  I  applied  to  you,  as  ^^u  may  recollect,  for  freight  to  trans- 
port, for  I  feared  the  very  state  of  a&irs  which  has  since  occurred,  and 
for  want  of  Government  freight  we  were  transporting  goods  and  mer- 
chandise for  private  parties.  Then  came  this  iiish  upon  us,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  another  leisure  spell. 

3d.  Want  of  storage  room  at  several  of  the  points  where  goods  are 
sent  from  by  wagons  to  the  army  at  Manassas,  Fairfax,  and  Millboroagfa. 
At  these  ix}int8  goods  have  remained  in  the  cars,  because  they  oould 
not  be  unloaded  for  want  of  storage.  It  is  not  long  since  one  of  my  em- 
ploy^, one  who  is  considered  a  reUable  man,  saw  thirteen  trains  at  Ma- 
nassas ;  eleven  of  these  were  loaded.  Some  of  the  trains  probably  came 
from  Lynchburg.  But  as  we  have  never  sent  more  than  two  freight 
trains  iBom  Kichmond  to  Manassas,  you  must  see  that  there  has  been  de- 
tention at  one  time,  to  say  the  least.  I  have  no  doubt  there  was  good 
cause  for  it.  I  know  that  the  cars  have  been  detained  at  MillborougbL 
There  were  probably  fifty  loaded  cars  there  on  Friday  last  Tou  have 
be&n  obliged  to  issue  orders  to  have  them  unloaded  without  a  shelter 
for  the  goods.    In  future  I  suppose  this  cause  of  delay  will  not  trouble  us. 

But  with  all  the  delays  I  can  assure  you  that  the  detention  in  Rich- 
mond has  not  been  serious.  My  impression  is  that  it  has  not  exceeded 
forty-eight  hours,  except  in  the  case  of  the  flour  mentioned.  The  order 
for  that  came  the  18th.  We  sent  seventy  barrels  that  day,  and  the  last 
of  the  lot  was  loaded  the  21st  and  went  off  this  morning. 

W^e  are  taking  no  private  fireights  without  permission  from  the  qoar- 
termaster'M  office. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  D.  WHITCOMB, 
Oeneral  Stig^eHntendmL 


CHAP.Ziy.1  CORBESPONDEKCE,   ETC.— CONFEDEBATE.  877 

Special  Obdebs,  \  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Oen.'s  Office, 

No.  IGO.         i  Eichmandj  Va.j  September  23,  18G1. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

11.  Gol.  Qoorge  E.  Pickett,  Provisional  Army,  is  assigned  to  tenixK)- 
rary  command  on  the  Lower  Bappaliannock,  which  will  include  the 
troops  operating  on  either  side  of  that  river.  He  will  repair  to  Fred- 
ericksbarg,  Ya.,  and  report  to  Brigadier-General  Holmes,  commanding 
that  department. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War :  

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Aeljutant-OcnerdL 


BiCHMONB,  September  24,  186L 
General  6.  T.  Beattbegabd,  Fairfax  Court-House: 

My  Deab  Genebal:  I  received  yoar  message  by  the  Prince  of  Po- 
lignac  Yon  are  aware,  I  presume,  that  General  Van  Dom  has  been 
appointed  a  major-general,  and  will  report  to  Greneral  Johnston.  This 
will  give  to  the  army  two  major-generals^  and  will  somewhat  relieve 
the  labors  of  General  Johnston  and  yourself.  I  suggest  to  you  that  you 
converse  with  General  Johnston,  and  determine  between  yourselves 
what  divisions  yon  would  like  to  have  favored,  and  which  of  the  briga- 
dier-generals you  would  both  recommend  for  promotion  as  major-gen* 
eral. 

Without,  of  course,  considering  your  recommendations  as  conclusive, 
both  the  President  and  myself  would  consider  them  as  entitled  to  great 
weight,  and  I  doubt  not  we  would  be  able  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  Gen- 
eral Johnston  and  yourself. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  Wa/r. 

BiCHHOND,  September  24,  1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Potomac,  Manassas: 

Sm:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  22d  instant,  in  reply  to  mine 
of  19th.  I  was  gratified  to  ascertain  before  receiving  your  reply  that 
there  was  no  truth  in  the  assertion  that  the  delay  was  caused  by  the 
detention  of  the  cars  at  Manassas,  and  I  am  resolute  to  discover  who 
was  really  to  blame,  the  more  especially  for  maldngtomean  unfounded 
written  statement  in  relation  to  the  public  service.  I  find  that  by  over- 
sight the  original  written  statements  of  the  parties  were  inclosed  to  you 
in  my  letter  of  19th  instant  and  no  copies  reserved  in  the  office.  Please 
return  them  to  me  at  once,  retaining  copies  if  you  desire  them. 
Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

BiCHMOND,  September  24,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Toombs,  Fairfax  Court-House: 

My  Dear  Sir  :    •    •    •    The  President  says  you  are  mistaken  in 
considering  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  two  distinct  corps  d^arm6e.    It 
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is  one  army,  under  command  of  Oeneral  Johnston,  who  commands  in 
chief.    He  suggests,  therefore,  that  you  make  yonr  application  on  the 
snluect  to  Gneneral  Johnston.* 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Becretary  of  War. 


Meadow  Bluff,  Virginia,  September  24, 1861 — 4  a.  m. 

General  Henry  A.  Wise, 

Coinmandingj  dkc.j  Camp  on  Sewelly  Virginia: 

General  :  Your  dispatch  of  the  23d  is  just  received.  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  your  £ront  does  not  exceed  3,000. 
No  information  that  is  reliable  has  been  received  at  this  camp  from 
Wilderness  road  or  the  Ghestnutburg  road,  nor  have  I  any  more  tidings 
of  the  enemy  passing  from  the  Sunday  road  to  the  Wildemess  road 
than  I  have  already  given.  It  seems  from  your  letter  that  by  the  re- 
port of  one  of  your  scouts,  there  are  7,000  at  Nichol's  Mill.  In  another 
part  of  your  letter  you  state  that  only  a  few  stragglers  are  there.  I  am 
unable,  therefore,  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  their  numbers  at  that  iMint 
I  regret  to  hear  that  you  cannot  retire  your  baggage  wagons,  &c.,  and 
are  compelled  to  remain,  as  at  the  distance  you  are  from  support  it 
may  jeopardize  the  whole  command.  Please  send  word  whether  you 
have  sufficient  ammunition,  and  any  information  as  to  the  operations 
of  the  enemy  that  may  serve  to  regulate  the  movements  of  General 
Floyd. 

I  am,  with  high  respeet,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Oemralj  Commanding. 


Caxp  Defiamor,  Bia  Sewrll,  ViRamiA, 

Septemher  24, 1801— 7 J.5  a.  m. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Commanding^  Ac : 

General  :  Last  night  in  camp,  very  busy.  In  pendl  I  noted  what 
my  secretary  should  communicate  to  yon.  I  infer  from  your  note  of  4 
o'clock  this  morning  that  he  must  have  reversed  everything  I  noted. 
The  enemy's  force  in  my  frx)nt  is  frx>m  three  to  seven  thousand.  None 
of  them  on  the  old  State  road,  where  I  have  a  strong  force  of  cavaliy 
far  down  below  this  position,  and  none  even  at  Nichol's  Mill  except  two 
stragglers.  I  sent  you  no  reliable  information  last  night  about  any  road 
leading  from  the  Sunday  to  the  Wildemess  road.  There  is  no  such  loud, 
or,  if  any,  it  is  an  impassable  trail  to  any  but  foot,  and  no  enemy  yet 
seen  on  the  Nichol's  Mill  road  in  any  force.  I  tell  you  emphatically, 
sir,  that  the  enemy  are  advancing  in  strong  force  on  this  tunipikeu 
They  are  not  advancing  on  the  old  State  road  at  all,  as  yet,  and  none 
but  two  stragglers  were  seen  yesterday  at  or  near  Nichol's  Mill.  Their 
advance  ceased  firing  at  dark  last  evening,  wounding  Captain  Lewis 
and  2  privates,  neither  mortally,  though  Lewis  severely.  They  were 
quiet  last  night,  and  we  are  ready  this  morning.  I  have  a  good  supply 
of  ammunition  and  provisions;  shall  keep  them  here,  and  start  away 
my  baggage  wagons,  if  I  can,  this  morning.  I  trust,  at  least,  that  their 
retreat  can  be  protected  and  guarded  by  General  Floyd's  command.    If 

*  Penonal  mattar  omitted. 
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TOQ  order  me  to  retreat,  I  ask  tiiat  my  wacons  may  be  emptied  of  their 
^se^S^  ^^^  ^^^  teamsters  be  forwarded  back  to  me,  to  take  off  the 
ammaiiidon  and  supplies.  I  desire  to  save  everything,  if  compelled  to 
retire. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

nENET  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  QenerdL 


Camp  Defiancb,  Virginia,  Beptember  24, 1861. 

Msg.  Gen.  B.  E.  Lss,  Commanding: 

GsMRRAii :  I  am  directed  by  General  Wise  to  say  to  yon  that  the 
enemy  are  advancing  from  their  position  on  Big  Sewell  towards  our 
lines. 

Yeiy  respectfhlly. 

NAT.  TYLEB. 


0A3IP  Defiangb,  Big  Sbwsll,  YiBamiA, 

September  25, 1861^5.5  o^ciock. 

General  R  E.  Lee: 

General  :  By  your  aide  (under  the  approach  and  fire  of  the  enemy, 
at  a  stand,  made  under  my  orders,  where  the  struggle  will  be  severe, 
whatever  be  the  result)  I  received  the  within  order  from  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  War.*  It  is  imperative,  requiring  "  the  least  delay,''  but 
it  could  not  have  foreseen  these  circumstances — the  most  extremely 
embarrassing  to  me.  I  come  to  you  for  counsel,  and  will  abide  by  it, 
because  I  have  been  under  your  eye,  and  you  are  competent  to  judge  my 
act  and  its  motive,  whatever  it  may  be.  I  desire  to  delay  my  report  in 
person  until  after  the  fate  of  this  battle.  Dure  I  do  so  f  On  the  other 
hand,  can  I,  in  honor,  leave  you  at  this  moment,  though  the  disobedi- 
ence of  the  order  may  subject  me  to  the  severest  penalties  f  Will  you 
please  advise  and  instruct  me  f 

I  am.  with  the  highest  resi>ect  and  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBY  A.  WISB^ 

Brigadier-  QeneraL 

[Antwer.] 

[So  date.] 

GENEBAii :  I  will  briefly  state,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry,  appreciat- 
ing, as  I  do,  the  reluctance  and  embarrassment  you  feel  at  leaving  your 
Legion  at  this  time,  what  I  should  feel  compelled  to  do,  as  a  military 
man,  under  like  circumstances.  That  is,  to  obey  the  President's  order. 
The  enemy  is  in  our  presence  and  testing  the  strength  of  our  position. 
What  may  be  the  result,  whether  he  will  determine  to  attack  or  whether 
we  may  retire,  cannot  now  be  foreseen.  I  can  conceive  the  desi^  yeur 
command  would  have  for  your  presence,  yet  they  will  also  do  justice 
to  yoi^r  position. 

With  highest  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E.  liEE, 
OeneraHj  Commiinding* 

'Notfinmd. 
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Staunton,  Ya.,  September  25, 186L 
General  Cooper: 

Sir  :  By  an  onler  of  Greneral  Jackson  I  have  brought  the  two  com- 
panies (I  and  K)  of  the  Twentieth  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers  to 
this  place,  to  await  further  orders.  From  the  fact  that  the  two  compa- 
nies have  been  ordered  from  active  service  to  this  place,  I  ask  leave  to 
submit  to  yon,  sir,  a  report  of  tlieir  condition.  They  have  been  engaged 
in  active  duties  since  the  3d  of  June  hist. 

After  our  disastrous  retreat  from  Bich  Mountain  all  the  companies 
of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  asked  to  return  home  for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting,  except  Companies  I  and  K.  Wo  were  ordered  to  form  a  sep- 
arate battalion,  and  to  act  as  a  guard  to  Captain  Shumaker's  batteiy 
of  Danville  artillery,  which  position  we  have  occupied  ever  since,  up  to 
the  late  order  of  General  Jackson.  Shortly  after  our  retreat,  before 
the  men  could  recover  from  cold  contracted  from  exposure,  the  measles 
broke  out  in  our  company.  In  Company  I  alone  there  were  50  cases. 
The  men  have  mostly  recovered  from  the  measles,  but  the  debility  con- 
sequent upon  this  disease  has  left  them  unfit  for  the  hard  service  of  the 
northwest. 

Thete  are  at  present  here  now  38  men,  rank  and  file,  of  Company  L  Of 
this  number  there  are  not  more  than  25  who  woald  be  fit  for  duty.  The 
most  of  the  company  were  granted  furloughs  from  this  place  and  Rich- 
mond, and  from  last  accounts  they  were,  or^ost  of  them,  convalescent 
The  same  statement  is  true  of  Company  K.  Besides  the  sickness  in 
Com[)any  I  at  this  time  7  have  died  and  G  were  taken  prisoners.  Com- 
pany K  is  under  command  of  first  lieutenant  in  Company  I.  it  being 
destitiite  of  a  commander.  Two  of  their  lieutenants  were  taken  pris- 
oners at  Rich  Mountain.  The  other  has  since  died.  Their  captain  has 
been  lying  in  Richmond  sick  for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  if  it  is  not 
the  purpose  of  the  Government  to  muster  these  companies  out  of  serv- 
ice, they  be  permitted  to  visit  their  homes  under  a  furlough  for  thirty 
days,  to  recruit  their  health  and  attend  to  their  business — such  as  would 
need  their  immediate  presence  to  transact.  I  will  further  say  that,  un- 
der favorable  circumstances,  in  thirty  days  each  of  these  companies 
ought  to  report  at  least  GO  men,  rank  and  file- 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  JONES, 
Captain^  Comdg.  Companies  I  and  iT,  Twentieik  Refft  Va.  VoU. 


Richmond,  Ya.,  September  25, 1861. 

Jacob  Van  Metee  and  others, 

Hardy  County j  Virginia : 

Gentlemen  :  In  reply  to  your  memorial  [of  10th  instant]  to  thePres- 
ident,  I  have  to  say  that  it  is  hoped  the  expectations  entertained  by  the 
citizens  of  Hardy  County  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  General  Lee's 
army  will  be  realized,  but  in  any  event  attention  will  be  given  to  their 
exposed  condition  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
Bespectfully, 

A.  T.  BLEDSOE, 
Ohi^  of  Bureau  of  War. 
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Headqxjabtbbs  Army  of  Kanawha, 

September  25,  1861. 

Msy.  Isaac  B.  Dxtnn: 

Sib  :  Tour  note  September  23  is  at  hand.  In  reply  I  am  instnicted 
by  General  Floyd  to  say  that  he  would  urge  you  to  send  up  his  re-en- 
forcements with  all  possible  dispatch.  To  this  end  yon  will  use  every 
possible  effort  to  get  transportation  for  them  npon  arrival  at  Jackson 
Biver  Depot.  The  enemy  have  concentrated  their  entire  available  force 
in  Western  and  Northwestern  Virginia  on  this  road,  and  it  is  abso« 
Intely  necessary  to  the  command  of  General  Floyd  and  to  the  cause  that 
he  should  have  re-enforcements,  and  this  speedily.  The  enemy  have 
already  appeared  before  Wise  in  large  force.  Genetel  Lee  went  to  his 
succor  with  four  of  General  Floyd's  regiments,  which  leaves  the  latter 
with  a  very  small  force.  Hence  you  see  the  necessity  of  rapid  re-en- 
forcements. 

By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd: 

WILLIAM  B.  PETERS; 
Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral^  FloyWs  Brtgade. 

P.  S. — General  Wise  was  fighting  yesterday,  but  with  what  success 
I  have  not  learned. 


Oenebal  Obdebs,  )  Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  31.  §  September  25, 1861. 

L  Maj.  G^n.  Gnstavus  W.  Smith,  Provisional  Army  Confederate 
States,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Second  Corps  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac 

n.  The  Second  Corps  will  consist  of  the  troopsof  this  army  not  here- 
tofore assigned  to  the  First  Corps. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  BHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-QeneroL 


Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

September  26, 1861. 

Hon.  Segbetaby  of  Wab,  Richmond: 

Sm:  The  troops  now  under  my  command  occupy  a  firont  of  about  6 
miles  from  Flint  HilL  through  Fairfox  Court-House  and  Fairfax  Station, 
to  Saugster's  Cross-Boads.  An  advance  guard  of  eleven  regiments  of 
infant]^  and  Colonel  Stuart's  cavalry  is  stationed  at  Falls  Church,  Mun- 
son's  and  Mason's  Hills,  at  Padgett^s  (where  the  Columbian  tompike 
epters  that  from  Alexandria  to  Fairfax),  and  at  Springfield  Station^  on 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Bailroad.  Munson's  Hill  is  apparently  httle 
more  than  3  miles  from  the  enemy's  line  of  works  on  the  heights  extend- 
ing frx>m  Georgetown  to  Alexandria.  I  assumed  this  advanced  position 
as  soon  as  the  repair  of  the  railroad  enabled  the  Quartermaster's  and 
Commissary  Departments  to  afford  us  supplies  with  a  twofold  object — ^to 
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remove  tbe  troops  from  the  unhealthy  atmosphere  of  the  valley  of  Ball 
Bun  aud  to  be  ready  to  turn  the  enemy's  position  and  advance  into 
Maryland  whenever  the  strength  of  this  army  would  justify  it.  By 
ordering  the  troops  forward,  besides  securing  healthy  aud  comfortable 
locations,  we  could  keep  better  watch  over  the  enemy  aud  maintain  aa 
attitude  in  accordance  with  our  recent  victory.  Thus  far  the  numbera 
and  condition  of  this  army  have  at  no  time  justified  our  assuming  the 
offensive.    To  do  so  would  require  more  men  and  munitions. 

We  are  not  now  in  a  strong  defensive  position  either  to  fight  a  battle 
or  to  hold  the  cmemy  in  check.  The  position  was  occupied  for  a  different 
purpose.  It  is  now  necessary  to  decide  definitely  whether  we  are  to 
advance  or  foil  back  to  a  more  defensible  line.  Thei'e  are  very  grave 
and  serious  objections  to  the  latter  course,  and  the  idea  even  should  not 
be  entertained  until  after  it  is  finally  determined  to  be  impracticable  to 
place  this  army  in  such  condition  as  would  justify  its  taking  at  an  early 
day  the  active  offensive.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  means  of  estab- 
lishing a  battery  near  Evansport  and  length  of  time  required  for  the 
collection  of  those  means  have  given  me  the  impression  that  you  cannot 
at  present  put  this  army  in  condition  to  assume  the  offensive.  If  I  am 
mistaken  in  this,  and  you  can  furnish  those  means,  I  think  it  important 
that  either  his  excellency  the  President  of  the  Contbderate  States,  your- 
self, or  some  one  representing  you,  should  here  upon  the  ground  confer 
with  me  in  regard  to  this  allim|)ortant  question.  I  send  this  by  an  offi- 
cer of  my  staff,  who  can  give  you  detailed  information  in  regard  to  the 
positions  now  occupied  by  the  troops  under  my  command.  I  beg  yon  to 
write  an  answer  by  the  officer  who  will  deliver  this  as  soon  as  may  be 
convenient  to  you. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneroL 


Dtthfbies,  September  27, 1861. 

President  Jeffebson  Davis: 

Colonel  Hampton's  battery,  at  tbe  mouth  of  Powell's  Enn,  on  my  left, 
opened  on  several  small  vessels  passing  yesterday.  The  war  steamers  of 
Lincoln's  hug  the  Maryland  shore  and  remain  silent.  The  Long  Tom  is 
moved  this  morning  farther  down  the  river.  My  command  axe  looking 
over  into  Maryland  as  the  promised  land.    Mi^or  Marshall  is  with  me. 

L.  T.  WIGFALL, 
[OoUmel  Fir$t  Texas  InfafUry.] 


Fatbpax  Goxtbt-House,  September  28, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Seeretary  of  War^  Bkihmondj  Va. : 

My  Dear  Sin:  Tour  favor  of  the  24th  instant  has  only  this  day  been 
received,  and  in  accordance  with  your  suggestion  General  Johnston  and 
myself  have  prepared  a  list  of  mi^or  and  brigadier  generals  which  we 
hope  will  be  approved  of  by  the  President  and  yourself,  for  they  have 
been  selected  entirely  according  to  their  reputation  and  merit  as  offi- 
cers.   They  have  few  equals,  and  none  superiori'in  any  servioe.    What 
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is  reqaired  is  prompt  action,  for  we  may  at  any  time  be  called  apon  to 
meet  a^in  the  ^' Grand  Army  of  the  North,"  which  this  time  will  do  its 
best  to  wipe  oat  the  disgrace  of  Manassas,  and  these  officers  ought  to 
have  a  few  days  to  organize  their  divisions  and  stafis  before  the  battle 
commences.  One  or  two  major-generals  only  to  each  corps  would  not 
help  ns  materially.  General  Johnston  has  seven  and  I  nine  brigades  of 
i'rom  three  to  five  regiments  each  of  volunteers,  so  that  our  orders  have 
to  bMB  BO  multiplied  and  repeated,  that  the  genius  of  a  Kapoleon  would 
get  entangled  on  a  day  of  battled  What  we  want  is  a  simplification  of 
the  whole  system,  with  one  head  and  several  co-ordinate  branches. 
With  much  respect,  I  remain,  yours,  very  truly, 

G.  T.  BEATJBEOABD. 


BxcHMOMD,  September  29, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  26th  instant  has  been  banded  to  me  by  Cap- 
tain Preston,  and  has  received  the  attention  both  of  the  President  and 
myself.  It  is  extremely  difficulty  even  with  the  aid  of  such  information 
as  Captain  Preston  has  been  able  to  give  us  orally,  as  suggested  by  you, 
to  determine  whether  or  not  we  can  furnish  you  the  farther  means  you 
may  deem  necessary  to  assume  the  active  offensive.  We  have  not  in 
the  Department  a  single  return  from  your  army  of  the  quantity  of  am- 
munition, artillery,  meims  of  transportation,  or  sick  in  camp  or  in  hos- 
pitals, to  enable  ns  to  form  a  judgment  of  what  your  necessities  may  be. 
Having  had  charge  of  the  War  Department  but  a  few  days,  my  first 
effort  was  to  master  our  situation,  to  understand  thoroughly  what  we 
had  and  in  what  our  deficiencies  consisted,  but  I  have  been  completely 
foiled  at  all  points  by  the  total  absence  of  systematic  returns.  I  beg  to 
call  your  attention  to  this,  as  it  will  be  obvious  to  you  that  the  Depart- 
ment cannot  be  administered  without  a  thorough  reform  in  this  respect. 
I  have,  therefore,  earnestly  requested  the  President  to  visit  your  head- 
quarters in  person,  and  to  learn  on  conference  with  yon  the  true  position 
of  your  army  in  all  respects,  and  the  possibility  of  a  prompt  offensive 
movement  He  has  consented  to  this,  and  I  hope  will  reach  your  camp 
within  a  day  or  two.  Your  note  relative  to  Captain  Mansfield  Lovell 
will  be  carefully  considered  in  disposing  of  the  services  of  that  justly- 
esteemed  officer. 

1  am,  respectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


Dumfries,  September  29,  1861. 
General  S.  Coopeb: 

General  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  first  of  oar  river  bat- 
teries at  Evansport  is  finished,  and  guns  mounted  ready  for  service 
without  discovery  by  the  enemy.    I  write  you  to-night. 
Yours, 

I.  B.  TBIMBLE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 
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JJb9iraot  from  a  JUldrelwmy  8eptemher20,  IBSl,  of  the  Ihrtt  CarpB^  Arw^  ^  Ae  F&tomat, 

commanded  hjf  GoMral  Beaurogard, 


Tvoopt. 
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Infantry 
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17 
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88 
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17 

21.  m 

1,K3 
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AMraeifrom  rotwm  of  Ifto  Department  of  I\rederick$bwrgf  eommandei  hg  Brig,  Gem,  T.  A 

Bolme$ffor  September,  lti61. 
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Svantport  and  Tlolnity . 
ICarlborough  Point . . . . . 

Do..:. 

CampHolmeo 

Camp  Bee 

Aqnia  Crrek 

Croes  Raada 

King  Georxe  County... 

Camp  Clifton 

Camp  Potomac 

Mathiaa  Point 

Tappahannock 

Fort  Lo  wry 

Bichmond  County 

Beathayllle 


124 

8 

86 

86 

88 

20 

8 

8 

25 

88 

0 

88 

8 

26 

10 
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483 
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470 


44 
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86J 

02 

416 

20 

805 

810 


••'5 

725 
8S3 
7#7 

n» 

S7 
M 
5U 
OH 
183 
•47 
71 
331 
SS7 


Gnnd  total. 


425 


6.710 


8,407 


Council  of  war  at  Centreville, 

October  1, 1861.* 

On  the  26th  September,  1861,  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  patting 
this  army  in  condition  to  assume  the  offensive,  and  suggested  tJiat  his 
excellency  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  some  one  repre- 
senting them,  should  at  an  early  day  come  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
army,  then  at  or  near  Fairfax  Court- House,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
whether  the  army  could  be  re-enforced  to  the  extent  that  the  command- 
ing general  deemed  necessary  for  an  offensive  campaign. 

His  excellency  the  President  arrived  at  Fairfax  Court-House  a  few 
days  thereafter,  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  proceeded  to  the  quarters  of 
General  Beauregard.    On  the  same  evening  General  Johnston  and  I 

*  The  exact  date  does  not  appear  in  the  records.  That  above  is  approximately,  if 
not  absolntely,  correct. 


Cbap.ZIT.]  COBBESPONDEKCEy   ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  885 

called  to  pay  our  respects.  Ko  official  sobjects  of  importance  were 
alladed  to  in  that  interview.  At  8  o^dock  the  next  evening,  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  President,  a  conference  was  had  between  himself, 
Oeneral  Johnston,  Gk^neral  Beanregard,  and  myself  Various  matters 
of  detail  were  introduced  by  the  President,  and  talked  over  between 
himself  and  the  two  senior  generals.  Having  but  recently  arrived,  and 
not  being  well  acquainted  with  the  special  subjects  refeired  to,  I  took 
little  or  no  part  in  this  conversation.  Finally,  with  perhaps  some 
abruptness,  I  said :  ^^  Mr.  President,  is  it  not  possible  to  put  this  army 
in  condition  to  assume  the  active  offensive  f  adding  that  this  was  a 
question  of  vital  importance,  upon  which  the  success  or  fiailure  of  our 
cause  might  depend.  This  question  brought  on  discussion.  The  pre- 
cise conversation  which  followed  I  do  not  propose  to  give  ^  it  was  not 
an  argument.  There  seemed  to  be  littie  difference  of  opinion  between 
us  in  regard  to  general  views  and  principles.  It  was  clearly  stated  and 
agreed  to  that  £e  military  force  of  the  Confederate  States  was  at  the 
highest  point  it  could  attain  without  arms  from  abroad;  that  the  por- 
tion of  this  particular  army  present  for  duty  was  in  the  finest  fighting 
condition ;  that  if  kept  inactive  it  must  retrograde  immensely  in  every 
respect  during  the  winter,  the  effect  of  which  was  foreseen  and  dreaded 
by  us  all.  The  enemy  were  daily  increasing  in  number,  arms,  discipline, 
and  efficiency.  We  looked  forward  to  a  simL  state  of  things  at  the  open- 
ing of  a  spring  campaign. 

These  and  other  points  being  agreed  upon  without  argument,  it  was 
again  asked :  '^  Mr.  President,  is  it  not  i>ossible  to  increase  the  effective 
strength  of  this  army,  and  put  us  in  condition  to  cross  the  Potomac  and 
carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country  f  Can  you  not  by  stripping 
other  points  to  the  last  they  will  bear,  and,  even  risking  defeat  at  all 
other  places,  put  us  in  condition  to  move  forward  f  Success  here  at 
this  time  saves  everything ;  defeat  here  loses  all."  In  explanation  and 
as  an  illustration  of  this  the  unqualified  opinion  was  advanced  that  if 
for  want  of  adequate  strength  on  our  part  in  Kentucky  the  Federal 
forces  should  take  military  possession  of  that  whole  State,  and  even  en- 
ter and  occupy  a  portion  of  Tennessee,  a  victory  gained,  by  this  army 
beyond  the  Potomac  would,  by  threatening  the  heart  of  the  Korthern 
States,  compel  their  armies  to  fall  back,  free  Kentucky,  and  give  us  the 
line  of  the  Ohio  within  ten  days  thereafter.  On  the  other  hand,  should 
our  forces  in  Tennessee  and  Southern  Kentucky  be  strengthened,  so  as 
to  enable  us  to  take  and  to  hold  the  Ohio  Biver  as  a  boundary,  a  dis- 
astrous defeat  of  this  army  would  at  once  be  followed  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing wave  of  Northern  invaders,  that  would  sweep  over  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,  extending  to  the  northern  pSLTt  of  the  cotton  States,  if  not 
to  New  Orleans.  Similar  views  were  expressed  in  regard  to  ultimate 
results  in  Northwestern  Virginia  being  dependent  upon  the  success  or 
failure  of  this  army,  and  various  other  special  illustrations  were  offered, 
showing,  in  short,  that  success  here  was  success  everywhere,  defeat 
here  defeat  everywhere;  and  tbat  this  was  the  i>oint  upon  which  all 
the  available  forces  of  the  Confederate  States  should  be  concentrated. 

It  seemed  to  be  conceded  by  all  that  our  force  at  that  time  here  was 
not  sufficient  for  assuming  the  offensive  beyond  the  Potomac,  and  that 
even  with  a  much  larger  force  an  attack  upon  their  army  under  the 
guns  of  their  fortifications  on  this  side  of  the  river  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  President  asked  me  what  number  of  men  were  necessary  in 
my  opinion  to  warrant  an  offensive  campaign,  to  cross  the  Potomac, 
cut  off  the  communications  of  t^e  enemy  with  their  fortified  capitaJ,  and 
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carry  the  war  into  their  ooantry.  I  answered,  "Fifty  thousand  effect- 
ive, seasoned  soldiens,"  explaining  that  by  seasoned  soldiers  I  meant  snch 
men  as  we  had  here  present  for  dnty/tind  added  that  they  would  have 
to  be  drawn  trom  the  Peninsula,  about  Torktown,  Norfolk,  from  West- 
ern Virginia^  Pensacola,  or  wherever  might  be  most  expedient. 

General  Johnston  and  Gtoeral  Beauregard  both  said  that  a  force  of 
sixty  thousand  such  men  would  be  necessary',  and  that  this  force  would 
require  lao'ge  additional  transi)ortation  and  munitions  of  war,  the  sup- 
plies here  being  entirely  inadequate  for  an  active  campaign  in  the  ene- 
my's country  even  with  our  present  force.  In  this  connection  there  was 
some  discussion  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  and  the  probabilities 
of  success,  but  no  one  questioned  the  disastrous  results  of  remainioj; 
inactive  throughout  the  winter.  Notwithstanding  the  belief  that  many 
in  the  Northern  Army  were  opposed  on  principle  to  invading  the  Sontii- 
ern  States,  and  that  they  would  fight  better  in  defending  their  own 
homes  than  in  attacking  ours,  it  wiis  believed  that  the  best,  if  not  the 
only,  plan  to  insure  success  was  to  concentrate  our  forces  and  attack  the 
enemy  in  their  own  country.  The  President,  I  think,  gave  no  definite 
opinion  in  regard  to  the  number  of  men  necessary  for  that  purpose,  and 
I  am  sure  that  no  one  present  considered  this  a  question  to  be  finally  de- 
cided by  any  other  person  than  the  commanding  general  of  this  army. 

Betuming  to  tJie  question  that  had  been  twice  asked,  the  President 
expressed  surprise  and  regret  that  the  number  of  surplus  arms  here  was 
so  smalL  and  I  tibought  spoke  bitterly  of  this  disappointment.  He  then 
stated  tnat  at  that  time  no  re-enforcements  could  he  furnished  to  this  armp 
of  tfie  character  asked  for^  and  that  the  most  that  could  be  done  would 
be  to  furnish  recruits  to  take  the  surplus  arms  in  store  here  (say  2,50() 
stand);  that  the  whole  country  was  demanding  protection  at  his  hands 
and  praying  for  arms  and  troops  for  defense.  He  had  long  been  expect^ 
ing  arms  from  abroad,  but  hsA  been  disappointed;  he  still  hoped  to  get 
them,  but  had  no  positive  assurance  that  they  would  be  received  at  all. 
The  manufacture  of  arms  in  the  Confederate  States  was  as  yet  unde- 
veloped to  any  considerable  extent.  Want  of  arms  was  the  great  diffi- 
culty; he  could  not  take  any  troops  fh>m  the  points  named,  and  without 
arms  from  abroad  could  not  re-enforce  this  army.  He  expressed  regret, 
and  seemed  to  feel  deeply,  as  did  every  one  present 

When  the  President  had  thus  clearly  and  iK>sitively  stated  his  in- 
ability to  put  this  army  in  the  condition  deemed  by  the  generals  neces- 
sary before  entering  upon  an  active  offensive  campaign,  it  was  felt  that 
it  might  be  better  to  run  the  risk  of  almost  certain  destruction  fighting 
upon  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac  rather  than  see  the  gradual  dying 
out  and  deterioration  of  this  army  during  a  winter,  at  the  end  of  which 
the  term  of  enlistment  of  half  the  force  would  expire.  The  prospect  of 
a  spring  campaign  to  be  commenced  under  such  discouraging  circum- 
stances was  rendered  all  the  more  gloomy  by  the  daily  increasing 
strength  of  an  enemy  already  much  superior  in  numbers. 

On  the  other  hand  was  the  hope  and  expectation  that  before  the  end 
of  winter  arms  would  be  introduced  into  the  country,  and  all  were  con- 
fident that  we  could  then  not  only  protect  our  own  country,  but  success- 
fully invade  that  of  the  enemy. 

General  Johnston  said  that  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  express  an 
opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  reducing  the  strength  of  our  forces  at 
points  not  within  the  limits  of  his  command,  and  with  but  few  further 
remarks  from  any  one  the  answer  of  the  President  was  accepted  as  final, 
and  it  was  felt  that  there  was  no  other  course  left  but  to  take  a  defensive 
position  and  await  the  enemy.  If  they  did  not  advance,  we  had  but  to 
await  the  winter  und  its  results* 
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After  the  main  question  was  dropped,  the  President  proposed  that, 
instead  of  an  active  oficnsive  catnpai^,  we  should  attempt  certain  par- 
tial ojiorations — ^a  sudden  blow  against  Sickles  or  Banlis  or  to  bi-eak 
the  bridge  over  the  Monocacy.  TUs,  he  thought,  besides  iqjuring  the 
cncmj,  would  exert  a  good  influence  over  our  troops  and  encom*age  the 
l>eoplo  of  the  Confederate  States  generally.  In  regard  to  attacking 
Sickles,  it  was  stated  in  reply  that,  as  the  enemy  controlled  the  river 
with  their  ships  of  war,  it  would  be  necessary  for  us  to  occupy  two  points 
ou  the  river,  one  above  and  another  below  the  point  of  crossing,  that  we 
might  by  oni*  batteries  prevent  their  armed  vessels  from  interfering  with 
the  passage  of  the  troops.  In  any  case^  the  difficulty  of  crossing  large 
bodies  over  wide  rivers  in  the  vicinity  of  an  enemy  and  then  recrossing 
made  such  expeditions  hazardous.  It  was  agreed,  however,  that  if  any 
opportunity  should  occur  offering  reasonable  chances  of  success,  the 
attempt  would  be  made. 

During  this  conference  or  council,  which  lasted  perhaps  two  hours, 
all  was  earnest,  serious,  deliberate.  The  impression  made  upon  mo  was 
deep  and  lasting;  and  I  am  convinced  that  the  foregoing  statement  is 
not  only  correct  as  far  as  it  goes,  but  in  my  opinion  it  gives  a  fair  idea 
of  all  that  occurred  at  that  time  in  regard  to  the  question  of  our  cross- 
ing the  Potomac 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major-Oeneraly  0.  8.  Army, 

Our  recollections  of  that  conference  agree  fhlly  with  this  statement  of 
General  G.  W.  Smith. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

Oeneralj  C,  8.  Army. 
J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeneralf  0.  &  Army. 
Signed  in  triplicate. 

Gentbeyille,  January  31, 1862. 


BiOHMOND,  October  1, 1861. 
Jaues  L.  Eanson,  Esq.,  Charlestoum^  Jefferson  County^  Ya. : 

Sib  :  The  President  requests  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  27th  instant  in  regard  to  border  defense,  &c.,  and  to  express 
bis  great  gratification  with  the  spirit  manifested  by  you  and  your  iel- 
low-eitizens  on  the  border,  as  expressed  in  your  letter. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  21, 
1861  (No.  229)j  "To  provide  for  local  defense,"  &c.,  in  explanation  of 
the  mode  in  which  volunteers  may  bo  enlisted  and  accepted  for  such  serv- 
ice. It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Department  to  refer  all  offers  of 
troops  for  such  si>ecial  service  to  the  general  ofQcer  commanding  in  the 
district  of  countiy  for  which  they  are  intended,  as  being  best  able  to 
judge  of  the  necessities  for  defense  in  such  locality.  So  far  as  may  be 
possible  consistently  with  this  policy,  every  encouragement  will  be 
given  to  the  people  of  the  border  counties  to  enlist  for  the  defense  of 
their  own  homes.  All  offers  of  troops  shonld  be  communicated  here, 
stating  manner  and  time  of  proposed  enlistment,  &c 

Volunteer  companies  elect  their  own  officers. 
Be8i>ectfuliy| 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
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BiGHHom))  Ya.^  October  1, 1861. 
Gapt.  0.  E.  Mason, 

As9i8iant  Quartermaaterj  now  at  Bichmondj  Va,: 

Sm :  You  are  uBsigned  to  the  special  daty  of  saperintending  the  road 
fh>m  Staunton  to  Greenbrier  River,  the  headquarters  of  General  H.  B. 
Jackson,  and  from  the  Warm  Springs  to  Hnntersville ;  also  to  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Loring.  It  will  be  your  esi>ecial  care  to  repair  the 
roads  and  bridges  wherever  it  is  required^  and  to  keep  them  in  order  for 
the  trausportation^of  supplies  frofai  Staunton  to  the  several  headquar- 
ters named  above. '  You  will  rebuild  the  bridges  and  renew  the  embank- 
ments where  required  on  account  of  the  late  freshet.  To  enable  yon  to 
perform  this  work  thoroughly  you  are,  with  the  consent  of  the  governor 
of  Yirginia^  empowered  to  use  all  the  appliances  tor  work  and  labor  that 
have  l^n  in  use  on  the  State  road,  and  to  hire  or  purchase,  as  you  may 
regard  best,  wagons,  carts,  and  teams,  and  all  additional  labor  you  think 

necessary.*  

A.  C.  MYBES, 
ActiTtg  Quartermaater-OeneroL 


Headquahtebs  Yibginia  Forces, 
Adjutant  and  Inspectob  General's  Office, 

Bichmondj  Fa.,  October  3, 186L 

Maj.  Geoboe  S.  Stevens,  Commanding^  Nelson  Stationj  Fa.  •* 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  remarks  of 
Governor  Letcher  relative  to  your  detailed  report  of  the  state  of  the 
militia  in  the  county  of  Nelson,  dated  the  23d  ultimo,  viz : 

Executive  DEPARTMEirr,  September  28,  1861. 

The  connty  of  NelBon  not  having  famished  her  quota  of  Yolnnteers,  the  militia  \rent 
into  camp  Aagast  6,  18G1.  The  return  of  the  colonel,  ono  received  at  tho  of&ce  of  the 
adjutant-general  (Richardson),  on  tho  7th  of  this  month,  showed  that  he  thou  had  at 
Camp  Mitchell  197.  This  return  tihows  163,  a  redaction  of  34.  Under  the  10  per  cent. 
regulation  they  were  short  of  their  quota  upwards  of  150  men.  While  in  tho  eamp  I 
proposed,  if  thev  would  furnish  a  company  of  80  volunteers,  1  would  accept  tJiem  and 
disband  the  halance.  These  men  were  to  be  famished  by  a  given  day,  which  has 
long  since  passed.  I  still  indulged  them,  and  told  tho  officers  and  others  who  called 
upon  me  tnat  if  the  number  of  80  was  not  famished  I  would  order  the  militia  to 
rendezvous  at  Staunton,  where  they  would  bo  attached  to  a  regiment  hei!ig  formed  at 
that  place.  Finding  they  would  do  nothing,  they  were  ordeiSd  to  Staunton.  After 
the  order  was  issued  Major  Stevens  came  here  to  see  me.  and  did  not  pretend  to  Jus- 
tify their  conduct.  Among  other  things,  ho  said,  in  tne  presence  of  Colonel  Dim- 
mock,  that  they  did  not  think  I  would  order  them  into  service ;  that  I  was  not  in 
earnest.  I  told  him  as  the  order  had  been  given  they  could  now  tell  whether  I  had 
been  jcstinff  on  so  aerious  a  aubjecti  and  that  he  must  return  and  execute  the  order 
without  delay. 

JOHN  LETCHER. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  DBAS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GenerdL 


BiCHKOND,  October  4, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Fairfax  Court-House^  Va. : 

1  have  this  moment  received  a  dispatch  dated  at  Fredericksburg  at 
12*30  o'clock,  stating  that  the  enemy  are  landing  near  Occoquan  in 

"Details  omitted. 
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large  nombers,  and  that  General  Whiting,  at  DninfTies,  has  ordered 
[sic]  General  Holmes'  whole  brigade  there  immediately/and  has  also 
notified  Captain  Kennedy  at  Aqoia  Creek  to  look  out. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


'Fairfax  Couet-Housb,  October  4, 18C1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Your  dispatch  of  to-day  received.  I  have  a  report  from  General 
Whiting,  written  at  12  m.  to-day,  that  the  enemy  was  ad vaucing  toward 
the  Occoquan  by  the  Pohick  road.  We  have  no  information  of  such  a 
movement.  Our  pickets  near  Pohick  were  driven  early  this  morning. 
I  have  delayed  tins  dispatch  for  fuller  information,  but  have  received 
none. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Generaly  Conimariding, 


Special  Obdebs,  >     Headquabtebs  Abmy  of  the  PoTOittAC, 
No.  401.  )  October  4, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  Earl  Van  Dom  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  First  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomiic,  and  will  report  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  RHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Chablestown,  October  6, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim^  <&c, : 

Deab  Sib  :  At  the  instance  of  a  number  of  the  good  citizens  in  this 
quarter  of  the  State  (my  own  judgment  fnlly  concurring)  I  am  induced 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  things  here  connected  with 
the  operations  of  the  military,  and  I  beg  leave  to  protest  that  I  do  so 
under  a  full  sense  of  the  diffidence  and  delicacy  which  should  govern  a 
mere  civilian  in  dealing  with  such  subjects.  I  know  of  no  one  con- 
nected with  the  military  at  Winchester  or  on  this  border  who  is  not 
my  personal  friend,  and  as  to  whom  certainly  I  have  none  other  than 
the  most  kindly  feelings,  and  yet  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say  broadly 
that  the  management  of  military  af^irs  in  this  quarter  is  in  utterly 
incompetent  hands. 

Ever  since  General  Johnston  marched  his  army  from  Winchester  in 
July,  most  absurdly  as  it  seems  to  me  and  to  hundreds  of  others  here, 
large  bodies  of  miUtia  have  been  assembled  there  and  kept  there,  30 
miles  from  the  border,  where  the  enemy  are  constantly  not  only  com- 
mitting depredations,  but  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  debauch 
the  minds  of  our  people  ofT  from  their  allegiance  and  loyalty  to  the 
South,  and  recently,  at  the  very  time  when  the  enemy  are  making  their 
boldest  inroads  upon  us,  plundering,  insulting  females,  and  keeping 
the  whole  border  for  miles  into  the  interior  in  a  state  of  uneasiness  and 
alarm,  the  militia  from  this  (Jefferson)  county  have  been  marched  away 
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to  Winchester,  and  are  now  held  there  under  the  miserable  pretext  of 
drilling  them. 

The  feelinp:  is  becoming  very  general  among  onr  people  that  while 
we  have  plenty  of  men  r^dy  and  willing  to  protect  the  border  against 
these  incursions  of  the  enemy,  yet  that  we  are  sufifering  needlessly  for 
want  of  competent  officers.  Without,  therefore,  entering  further  into 
particulars,  or  preferring  complaints  of  incompetency  or  inefficiency 
against  any  particular  officer  or  officers,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  whether 
it  be  not  practicable  and  expedient  to  send  here  (that  is,  on  this  border 
of  the  valley)  some  competent  regular  or  experienced  officer  of  the 
army  to  take  charge  of  and  direct  the  whole  military  operations  in  this 
quarter,  or  if  this  can't  be  done,  and  we  must  have  the  peace  establish- 
ment militia  officers  still  in  command,  then  that  some  exi>erienced  and 
intelligent  officer  be  sent  here  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  things, 
and  report  what  is  proper  to  be  done. 

My  friend  and  colleague  Hon.  A.  B.  Boteler  I  presume  is  now  in 
Bichmond,  and  he  will  give  you  full  and  minute  information  about  the 
matters  and  things  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant,  

ANDBEW  HUNTER 


Hbqbs.  FmsT  Corps,  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Fairfax  Court-Houaej  October  5, 1861. 

Maj.  Gen.  £.  Van  Dobn,  Commanding  Division : 

General  :  As  active  operations  are  immediately  impending,  the  gen- 
eral directs  that  you  send  without  delay  all  heavy  baggage  of  Uie  regi- 
ments of  your  division  to  Fairfax  Station,  to  be  transported  thenoe  by 
rail  to  Manassas.  In  charge  of  this  baggage  will  be  sent  one  commis- 
sioned officer  from  each  brigade,  one  non-commissioned  officer  from  each 
regiment,  and  one  trusty  private  from  each  company. 

This  party  is  to  remain  at  Manassas  until  further  orders,  and  ^e 

officer  in  command  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Clark  at  that  post. 

Your  brigade  quartermaster  will  superintend  the  forwarding  of  this 

baggage  from  the  station,  reporting  to  the  chief  quartermaster  of  this 

corps  when  he  will  be  ready  for  a  train  to  receive  it. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JOBDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Keab  Chablestown,  October  6, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Acting  Secretary  of  TTar,  Richmondy  Va, : 

Sib:  Your  agreeable  and  most  acceptable  communication  of  the  Ist 
instant  reached  me  by  yesterday's  mail,  and  all  you  say  upon  the  subject 
of  our  border  is  encouraging. 

The  work  goes  on  encouragingly,  and  the  scarcity  of  horses  alone 
prevents  our  putting  into  the  Held  at  once  a  corps  of  mounted  men 
that  would,  under  a  proper  leader,  render  valuable  service.  Colonel 
Baylor  has  a  goodly  number,  and  if  horses  can  be  had  will  soon  raise 
one  hundred  or  more.  Gapt.  Jo.  Hess  has  now  already  mounted  one 
hundred,  and  both  of  these  patriotic  men  are  scouting  the  borders  of  this 
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connty  ni^bt  and  day,  in  conjunction  with  others,  Colonel  Ashby  and 
Captain  Henderson — the  last-named  gentleman  confined  at  present  by 
a  shot  by  one  of  his  own  men ;  and  in  connection  with  this  s<id  affair  I 
beg  leave  to  say  that  should  the  court-martial  sitting  in  Winchester 
blunder  upon  an  acquittal,  or  what  would  be  tantamount,  fall  down  to 
some  compromise  sentence,  it  would  have  a  most  unfortunate  influence 
throughout  this  border.  There  would  be  great  difficulty  in  future  in 
enforcing  subordination.  It  is  reported  that  a  corps  of  lawyers  are 
engaged,  and,  as  proof,  the  trial  drags,  and  procrastination  is  the  con- 
sequence. 

You  refer  to  the  law  and  the  policy  of  the  Department.  The  law  we 
have  not,  and  I  fear  cannot  obtain  it  short  of  liichmond,  and  I  dread 
the  conti-ol  of  militia  commanders,  Letcherized  all  over,  as  they  gener- 
ally are,  and  therefore  sought  for  officers,  if  to  be  had,  direct  from 
President  Davis. 

Are  there  not  clever  and  well  qualified  officers  of  the  Confederate 
Army  not  in  the  field  who  have  no  men  f  I  remember  to  have  met  one 
or  more  in  the  army  of  the  lamented  Garnett — Captain  Cole  and  Cap- 
tain Alexander.  The  latter,  I  grieve  to  learn,  died  shortly  since.  The 
former  I  should  rejoice  to  meet  on  our  borders — a  graduate  of  West 
Point  and  a  gallant  officer.  (Could  not  Col.  Jack  Hays  be  had  lor  this 
service  f  All  would  acknowledge  his  pre-emiuent  qualifications.)  But 
we  will  do  our  best.  The  enemy  make  daily  crossings  over  the  Potomac, 
and  I  deem  it  all  important  in  case  of  collision  that  our  raw  men  should 
be  preserved  from  disaster. 

The  reference  to  military  commanders— is  it  militia  f  The  general  of 
this  brigade,  a  very  clever  civilian,  with  no  experience  in  the  field,  may 
guide  us,  and  successfully,  but  I  liave  my  fears.  The  gallant  Ashby 
will  do  to  lead  cavalry,  but  we  want  a  man  to  lead  inf^try  and  artil- 
lery. 

Hoping  the  subject  of  my  letter  may  prove  a  sufficient  ai>ology  for 
this  len^hy  communication,  I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

JAMES  L.  SANSON. 


HeADQUABTEBS  ABMY  of  the  Poi'OMAC, 

October  7, 18C1. 

General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

General  :  As  the  cold  season  of  the  year  is  near,  it  seems  to  me  time 
to  decide  whether  huts  shall  be  constructed  for  the  troops  of  this  army 
or  they  shall  continue  to  lodge  in  tents. 

Should  the  construction  of  huts  he  decided  upon,  shall  the  materials 
be  prepared  elsewhere  and  put  together  on  the  ground  here  or  shall  the 
troops  erect  log  huts  f 

General  Beauregartl,  a  skillful  engineer,  proposes  the  first  method. 
It  would  re<]uire  much  time  and  labor,  I  think,  to  collect  in  this  neigh- 
borhood timl^er  enough  for  the  second. 

I  respectfully  ask  the  early  decision  of  these  questions  by  the  hon- 
orable Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraU 
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BiCHMOND,  October  7, 1861. 
General  Joseph  S.  Johnston, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General  :  I  have  bad  a  conference  with  the  President  since  his  re- 
tnm  on  the  snbject  of  the  organization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  as 
recommended  in  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,*  and  not  received  till 
after  his  departure  for  your  headquarters. 

The  President  cannot  persuade  himself  that  the  number  of  generals  of 
all  grades  recommended  by  the  joint  letter  of  yourself,  General  Beaure- 
gard, and  Major-General  Smith  can  be  necessary  for  the  number  of  troops 
now  forming  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  The  inconvenience  of  so  large 
an  accession  of  general  officers  in  the  service  would  be  felt  in  more  than 
one  way.  Not  the  least  of  the  objections  is  that  it  could  not  be  accorded 
without  revolting  injustice  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  alone.  Of  ne- 
cessity we  should  be  compelled  to  make  similar  appointments  in  each  of 
the  other  armies  and  military  departments,  and  by  this  vast  increase  not 
only  cheai>en  the  value  of  military  rank,  out  augment  the  exi)enses  of 
the  war  at  a  moment  when  its  hourly  increasing  proportions  admonish 
US  that  the  most  ligid  economy  is  required. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  aud  circumstances,  the  President  has  condoded 
that  an  addition  to  your  army  of  two  msgor-geuerals  and  two  or  three 
brigadier-generals  will  afford  you  as  much  assistance  as  could  reasonably 
be  required,  and  he  has  directed  the  promotion  of  Brigadier-G^ierals 
Longstreet  and  Jackson  to  the  rank  of  majors-general.  Your  army 
will  then  have  as  general  officers  two  generals;  four  major-generals  of 
provisional  army,  namely.  Van  Dom,  Smith,  Longstreet,  and  Jackson; 
thirteen  brigadier-generals,  namely,  Bonham,  Clark,  Walker,  Ewc^, 
Jones,  Kirby  Smith,  Toombs,  Crittenden,  Sam  Jones,  Whiting,  Elzey, 
Early,  and  Stuart.  Total,  nineteen  genei'al  officers,  to  whom  will  be 
added  some  two  or  three  other  brigadier-generals  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  appoint  after  you  shall  have  made  the  changes  recommended  by 
the  President  in  uniting  the  troops  from  each  State  as  far  as  possible 
into  the  same  brigades  and  divisions,  so  as  to  gratify  the  natural  State 
pride  of  the  men,  and  keep  up  that  healthful  and  valuable  emulation  which 
forms  so  important  an  element  in  military  affairs.    The  whole  number 

of  general  officers  will  thus  be  about  twenty -two  in  an  army  of tbou- 

sand  men.  I  will  not  state  the  number  as  matter  of  prudence,  but  you 
can  make  the  calculation,  and  I  feel  sure  you  will  admit  that  it  is  thus 
as  fully  officered  as  armies  generally  are,  and  certainly  more  fully  tham 
any  army  we  have  in  the  field. 

Please  to  communicate  this  answer  to  Generals  Beauregard  and  Smith, 
who  joined  in  signing  your  letter  to  the  Depaitment. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


Adjutant  and  Inspeotob  General's  Ofpice, 

Richmondj  October  7,  1861. 

Lieut.  Col.  TuBNEB  Ashby,  McDonaWs  Regiment : 

Colonel:  Inclosed  herewith  you 'will  find  copy  of  a  special  order  in- 
creasing your  command  to  four  companies  of  Colonel  McDonald's  regi- 
ment of  cavalry  and  four  companies  of  Colonel  Monroe's  regiment  of 

*  Not  found. 


Chat.XIV.I  correspondence,   etc. — CONFEDERATE.  893 

Virginia  militia  (infantry).  Yon  are  also  anthorized  to  master  into  serv- 
ice for  local  defense,  in  accordance  witli  authority  given  by  inclosed  copy 
of  the  law,  a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  serve  the  pieces  of  artillery 
now  with  your  command,  organizing  them  into  a  company  of  artillery. 
It  is  desired  that  you  will  make  out  with  the  cavalry  equipments  now 
in  the  iH)ssession  of  the  four  cavalry  companies,  as  they  cannot  be  sup- 
plied fh)m  here. 

It  is  especially  desired  that  you  will  destroy  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  as  quickly  as  possible  wherever  found  practicable,  whether  at  the 
Monocacy  or  other  x>oint. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral* 


Headquarters  Brooke's  Station, 

October  9, 1801. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General  C.  8.  Army: 

Genebal:  I  returned  fh>m  Evansport  last  night.  The  two  princi- 
pal batteries  could  open  fire  at  once,  as  their  guns  are  mounted ;  but  a 
letter  from  General  Johnston  to  General  Trimble  requests  that  our  fire 
may  be  delayed  until  he  has  completed  certain  arrangements  of  his  own, 
of  which  he  will  advise  us,  I  have  little  doubt  the  batteries  will  be 
abundantly  able  to  block  the  river,  except  in  dark  nights;  and  if  the 
enemy  should  attempt  to  capture  them,  I  have  as  little  doubt  that  the 
force  there,  aided  by  General  Whiting's  command  near  there,  will  be 
able  to  defeat  him. 

The  season  is  approaching  when  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  make 
our  arrangements  for  winter.    Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  advise  me 
whether  I  shall  make  preparatious  in  the  i>o8itions  we  now  occupy,  or 
is  it  better  to  wait  further  developments  beibre  acting  in  the  matter  f 
I  am,  general,  very  respec&uUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

TIT.  H.  HOLMES, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Comtnanding, 


BiCHMONB,  Va.,  October  10, 1861. 

Haj.  Gen.  G.  W.  SmitUj  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of  the  8th* 
instant  last  night.  The  matter  of  controlling  railroad  transportation  has 
frequently  engaged  my  attention,  but  was  not  presented  in  the  form  you 
offer,  that  of  being  under  the  charge  of  General  Beauregard.  He  could 
no  doubt  do  more  than  any  one  thought  of  in  that  connection;  but  how 
can  he  be  spared  from  his  present  duties  f  The  plan,  as  I  understood 
him,  which  he  had  contemplated,  was  to  employ  an  agent.  That  would 
be  less  effective  than  the  one  existing,  viz,  the  appointment  of  a  quar- 
termaster, specially  selected  for  the  duty,  and  sustained  by  direct  com- 
munications between  the  Executive  and  the  railroad  presidents  on  all 
questions  which  arise.  The  generals  in  the  field  may  do  much,  by  giv- 
ing timely  notice  of  irregularities  and  by  seeing  that  trains  at  their 
depots  are  not  detained  improperly  or  permitted  to  leave  the  freight  or 
passengers  which  the  public  service  requires  to  be  transported. 

*  Not  found. 
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Id  relation  to  tho  list  of  generals  proposed^  I  will  now  reqne&t  joa  to 
divide  the  effective  strength  of  yoar  army  by  tho  number  of  generaU 
you  woald  have  if  the  addition  was  made.  Woidd  not  the  number  more 
nearly  correspond  to  the  command  of  colonels  than  generals  f  For 
37,000  men  I  still  think  four  divisions  enough,  and  am  still  at  a  loss  to 
I>erceive  how  the  change  of  title  would  increase  the  efficiency  of  a  bri- 
gadier; but  can  conceive  how  a  brigadier  would  lose  something  of  his 
value  by  being  brought  into  immediate  command  and  minute  8ui)ervi8- 
ioD  of  a  mtyor-gener^  of  a  small  division,  say  about  equal  to  an  efficient 
brigade. 

Your  remarks  about  the  moral  effect  of  repressing  the  hope  of  the 
volunteers  for  an  advance  are  in  accordance  with  the  painful  impression 
made  on  me,  when  in  our  council  it  was  revealed  to  me  that  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  had  been  reduced  to  about  one-half  the  legalized  strength^ 
and  that  the  arms  to  restore  the  number  were  not  in  depot.  As  I  tiien 
suggested,  though  you  may  not  be  able  to  advance  into  Maryland  and 
expel  the  enemy,  it  may  be  possible  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  your  troops 
by  exi>editions,  such  as  that  particularly  spoken  of  against  Sickles'  bri- 
gade, on  the  Lower  Potomac,  or  Banks',  above,  by  destroying  the  canal, 
and  making  other  rapid  movements  whenever  opportunity  presents  to 
beat  detachments  or  to  destroy  lines  of  communication. 

Let  me  insist  that  you  revive  something  of  your  early  respect  for 
military  grades,  as  your  recommendations  evince  that  you  have  adopted 
the  militia  value  for  the  commission  of  field  officers.  I  have  never  re- 
garded one  entitled  to  expect  of  the  Gonfederacy^the  same  grade  he  may 
have  held  under  a  State. 

How  have  yon  progressed  in  the  solution  of  the  problem  I  left — ^the 
orgsmization  of  the  troops,  with  reference  to  the  States  and  terms  of 
service  f  It'  the  volunteers  continue  their  complaints  that  they  are  com- 
manded by  strangers,  and  do  not  get  justice,  and  that  they  are  kept  in 
camp  to  die  when  reported  for  hospital  by  the  surgeon,  we  shall  soon 
feel  a  reaction  in  the  matter  of  volunteering.  Already  I  have  bc^en 
much  pressed  on  both  subjects,  and  have  answered  by  promising  that 
the  generals  would  give  due  attention  and  I  hope  make  satisfactory 
changes. 

Tho  authority  to  organize  regiments  into  brigades  and  the  latter  into 
divisions  is  by  law  conferred  only  on  tho  President,  and  I  must  bo  able 
to  assume  responsibility  of  the  action  taken  by  whomsoever  acts  for  me 
in  that  regard.  By  reference  to  the  law  you  will  see  that,  in  surrender- 
ing the  sole  i)Ower  to  appoint  general  officers,  it  was  nevertheless  de- 
signed, as  far  as  should  be  found  consistent,  to  keep  up  the  State  relation 
of  troops  and  generals.  Kentucky  has  a  brigadier  but  not  a  brigade. 
She  has,  however,  a  regiment.  That  regiment  and  brigadier  might  be 
associated  together.  Louisiana  has  regiments  enough  to  form  a  bri- 
gade, but  no  brigadier  in  either  corps.  All  of  the  regiments  were  sent 
to  that  commanded  by  a  Louisiana  general.  Georgia  has  regiments 
now  organized  into  two  brigades.  She  has  on  duty  with  that  army  two 
brigadiers,  but  one  of  them  serves  with  other  troops.  Mississippi  troops 
were  scattered,  as  if  the  State  was  unknown.  Brigadier-(3eneral  Clark 
was  sent  to  remove  a  growing  dissatisfaction;  but,  though  the  State 
hail  nine  regiments  there,  he  (G.)  was  put  in  command  of  a  post  and 
depot  of  supplies.  These  nine  regiments  should  form  two  brigades* 
Brigadiers  Clark  and  (as  native  of  Mississippi)  Whiting  should  be  placed 
in  command  of  them,  and  the  regiments  for  the  war  put  in  the  army 
mail's  brigade.  Both  brigades  should  be  put  in  the  division  commanded 
by  General  Van  DorUi  of  Mississippi.    Thus  would  the  spirit  and  intent 
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of  the  law  be  complied  with,  disagreeable  complaint  be  spared  me,  and 
more  of  content  be  assured  under  the  trials  to  which  you  look  forward. 
It  is  needless  to  specify  further.  I  have  been  able  in  writing  to  you  to 
speak  freely,  and  you  have  no  past  associations  to  distrust  the  judgment 
to  be  passed  upon  the  views  presented. 

I  have  made  and  am  making  inquiries  as  to  the  practicability  of 
getting  a  corps  of  negroes  for  laborers,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  an 
intrenched  line  in  rear  of  your  present  position. 

Your  remarks  on  the  want  of  efficient  staff  officers  is  realized  in  all  their 
force,  and  I  hope,  among  the  elements  which  constitute  a  staff  officer 
for  volunteers,  you  have  duly  estimated  the  qualities  of  forbearance 
and  urbanity.  Many  ot  the  privates  are  men  of  high  social  position,  of 
scholarship,  and  fortune.  Their  pride  furnishes  the  motive  for  good 
conduct,  and,if  wounded,  is  turned  from  an  instrument  of  good  to  one 
of  great  power  for  eviL 

General  Lovell  proposes  to  leave  in  the  morning  for  ]^ew  Orleans. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  armada,  which  sailed  some  time  since 
for  the  subjugation  of  the  Southern  sea-i)ort  inhabitants. 

Bragg  made  a  descent  upon  Santa  Eosa,  of  which  you  will  see  in  the 
journals  the  telegraphic  report. 

It  will  gixe  me  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  frequently  and  fully. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFEK80N  DAVIS. 


Headquarters  Greenbrier  Eiver, 

October  12, 186L 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral  0.  8.  Army: 

General  :  I  feel  it  to  be  my  imperative  duty  most  respectfully  to 
direct  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  War  to  the  condition  of  the 
staff  departments  of  this  division  of  the  Korthwestem  Army.  There 
is  no  commissioned  quartermaster  upon  this  line.  Major  Corley,  the 
quartermaster  for  the  Northwestern  Army,  has  not  been  upon  it  for 
upwards  of  two  months.  The  suffering  resulting  for  the  want  of  trans- 
I>ortationf  and  especially  from  the  want  of  forage  for  horses,  has  been 
almost  incalculable.  The  public  animals  have  been  so  reduced  as  to 
be  at  times  wholly  unfit  for  active  service,  and  that  in  a  country  sap- 
posed  to  abound  in  grass  and  grain.  I  have  labored  against  these  dif- 
Hcalties  to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  to  the  full  extent  of  my  authority, 
bat  that  authority  is  limited,  and  my  remoteness  from  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  army  renders  it  impossible,  I  suppose,  for  its  responsible 
staff  officers  to  see  to  the  prompt  action  and  systematic  movement  of 
their  respective  departments. 

The  cold  weather  is  already  upon  us,  and  with  a  winter  climate  like 
this,  with  more  than  70  miles  between  the  army  and  its  depot  of  sup- 
plies, with  the  connecting  road  becoming  daily  worse  and  worse,  and 
with  the  country  immediately  adjacent  already  exhausted,  unless  new 
energy  be  infuscni  into  the  staff  department  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive 
the  amount  of  loss,  embarrassment,  and  suffering  which  must  in  a  short 
time  be  developed. 

X  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  B.  JACKSON, 

Brigadier- Oeneralj  do. 
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rXndonement.] 

Copy  of  letter  sent  to  Major  Harman,  at  Staanton,  to  report  upon  the 
condition  of  the  department.    It  is  believed  that  officers  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  have  been  ordered  to  General  Jackson's  command. 
Bespectfuily  returned. 

A.  0.  IMYERS, 
Quartermaster-  OeneraL 


Special  Obdebs,  )  Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  419.  )  October  12, 1861. 

I.  Maj.  Gen.  James  Longstreet  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  First 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  General  G.  T.  Beaure- 
gard, commanding. 

XL  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson  is  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Second  Corps, 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Miy.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  oom- 
nianding. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


Wab  Defabtment,  October  13, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

SiB:  The  A(\jntant-Geueral  has  referred  to  me  your  letter  of  7th  in 
stant  in  relation  to  the  cantonments  required  for  the  troops  during  the 
ensuing  winter.  It  is  a  source  of  deep  regret  to  the  Department  to  be 
brought  face  to  face  with  this  necessity.  I  had  hoped  almost  against 
hope  that  the  condition  of  the  army  would  justify  you  in  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  some  forward  movement  could  be  made,  and  that  the 
roofs  to  shelter  the  troops  during  the  approaching  winter  would  be  found 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac;  but  our  destitute  condition  so  far  as 
arms  are  concerned  renders  it  impossible  to  increase  your  strength. 
whilst  your  recent  report  to  the  Adjutant-General  develops  the  painful 
fact  that  nearly  one-third  of  your  numerical  force  is  still  prostrated  by 
sickness. 

I  have  paid  earnest  attention  to  the  difficult  problem  now  presented 
to  us.  The  men  must  not,  if  it  be  x)ossible  to  avoid  it^  be  exposed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  winter  under  canvas  alone.  Taking  it,  then,  for 
granted  that  the  army  is  to  be  hutted,  the  first  question  that  presents 
itself  is,  where  are  these  huts  to  be  Duiltf  This  is  a  purely  military 
question,  which  must  be  decided  by  yourself  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  It  is  evidently  impossible  that  I  should 
undertake  to  decide  for  you  on  the  proper  locality  of  your  winter 
quarters,  as  this  is  a  question  dependent  on  many  considerations,  suck 
as  fael,  water,  defensive  works,  &c.,  involving  a  minute  knowledge  of 
the  topography  and  resources  of  the  country,  familiar  to  you  and  nn- 
known  to  me. 

Under  the  circumstances,  and  the  pressing  importance  of  the  subject 
not  admitting  of  delay,  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  able  cooperation 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  whose  intimate  knowledge  of  the  resources  of 
his  native  State  and  whose  zeal  and  patriotism  have  rendered  him  an 
invaluable  counselor  in  this  emergency.    Through  his  aid  I  have  secured 
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the  services  of  Mr.  James  Hunter  and  Dr.  John  P.  Hale,  and  onr  joint 
efforts  have  devised  a  scheme—the  only  practicable  one  that  has  sug- 
gested itself— by  means  of  which  our  men  can  be  furnished  with  com- 
fortable shelter  in  huts,  to  be  built  at  a  rate  which  will  supply  about  800 
men  per  diem,  beginning  on  the  21st  instant.  At  this  rate  the  whole 
force  now  under  your  command  would  be  under  cover  by  10th  December 
at  furthest.,  and  I  hope  even  by  the  1st  of  that  month.  In  order  to  ac- 
complish tnis  without  waste  of  time  I  send  you  this  letter  by  the  hands 
of  the  two  gentlemen  above  named.  They  will  explain  to  you  the  plan 
proposed,  and  I  know  I  can  rely  on  your  zealous  cooperation  in  further- 
ance of  it.  They  will  require,  of  course,  your  countenance  and  aid  as 
the  commander-in-chief,  and  especially  will  it  be  necessary  for  you  to 
determine  (after  such  consultations,  if  any,  as  you  may  choose  to  have 
with  the  generals  under  your  command)  the  locality  and  lines  where  the 
huts  are  to  be  built.  I  am  also  happy  to  inform  you  that  arrangements 
are  made  with  Mr.  James  Hunter  for  procuring  a  body  of  1,000  laborers 
for  working  at  intrenchments  for  the  defense  of  such  points  as  you  may 
indicate  as  necessary  for  the  protection  of  your  forces.  I  need  not  urge 
on  you  the  absolute  necessity  of  prompt  determination  of  those  ques- 
tions, which  are  to  be  decided  by  you  before  Mr.  Hunter  and  his  asso- 
ciate can  commence  active  work. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Richmondj  October  13, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Commanding  Army  of  Potomac: 

Sir:  It  has  been  represented  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  there  is 
in  the  possession  of  the  several  regiments  and  battalions  of  your  com- 
mand a  number  of  arms  over  and  above  those  in  the  hands  of  the  men 
present,  which  have  been  deposited  by  absentees  who  have  left  their 
commands,  either  sick,  on  furlough,  or  by  reason  of  discharge.  The 
Secretary  considers  that  these  surplus  arms,  as  well  as  the  accouter- 
ments  belonging  to  them,  are  liable  to  loss  by  reason  of  the  rapid  and 
sudden  movements  of  the  troops  at  any  moment,  and  he  therefore  desires 
that  you  will  cause  them  to  be  collected  and  deposited  for  safe-keeping 
with  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  ordnance  department  at  Manassas  (after 
having  them  properly  hibeled  with  the  name  and  number  of  the  regi- 
ment and  battalion  to  which  they  belong),  to  be  there  held  for  future 
issue,  as  the  necessities  of  the  service  may  require. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Special  Orders,  >        Headquarters  First  Corps,  A.  P., 

No.  442.  /  Fairfax  Court-House^  October  14, 1861. 

I.  Maj.  Gkn.  James  Longstreet,  having  reported  for  duty  with  this 
army  corps,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division  composed  of  the 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Brigades.  He  will  at  once  assunlc  command  of  Ins 
division. 

57  R  R— VOL  V 
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n.  Brig.  Qen.  Charles  Clark  will  tarn  over  the  command  of  the  post 
of  Camp  Pickens  to  Col.  G.  B.  Anderson,  and  report  to  these  head- 
quarters for  farther  orders. 
By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JOEDANT, 
Assuftant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


Camp  Pickens,  October  15, 1861. 

CoL  L.  B.  l^OBTHBOP, 

Commissary  General  C.  8.  Army,  Bichmondf  Va. : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  12th  instant,  inclosing  complaints  of  deficien<^  of 
supplies  fh>m  bri^Mle  commissary,  First  Brigade,  First  Corps,  the  com- 
missary to  Hampton's  Legion,  and  the  commissary  Ninth  S.  C«  Begi- 
ment  (one  inclosure)^  and  directing  me  to  report  '*  whether  or  not  these 
regiments  were  furmshed  with  their  due  prox)ortion  of  those  artides  of 
the  ration  of  which  there  was  not  a  full  supply."  I  have  to  reply  that 
they  have  been  since  August  28,  1861,  the  earliest  day  after  I  came 
upon  duty  ^August  23, 1861)  at  which  I  could  so  systematize  the  afiOsurs 
of  the  subsistence  department  here  as  to  inaugurate  such  a  system.  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  failure  to  receive  such  proportion  by  any  part  of 
the  troops  since  that  time. 

Besi>ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

W.  B.  BLAIR, 
Major  J  and  Commiesa/ry  of  Sulmetenee. 


Neae  Chaelestown,  Jeffebson  County,  Va., 

October  15,  X86L 

His  Excellency  President  Davis,  Richmond^  Va. : 

SiE:  The  enemy  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harx)er's  Ferry  last  week, 
and  in  considerable  numbers — ^how  many  it  is  not  easily  ascertained^ 
but  sufficient  to  hold  the  place — and  have  been  arriving  ever  since,  pil- 
laging and  ravaging  as  they  advanced.  The  farmers  below  this  place 
are  being  robbed  of  slaves,  horses,  and  everything  the  enemy  can  use. 

Our  new  recruits  are  in  the  field,  under  Baylor,  Glenn,  and  Hess. 
Colonel  Ashby,  with  some  300  cavalry  and  300  militia  fh>m  Shenan- 
doah, &c.,  is  also  with  us.  Headquarters  near  Charlestown,  oar  county 
seat,  and  on  the  Winchester  and  Potomac  Bailroad. 

The  men  of  this  vicinity  at  last  are  showing  signs  of  resistance,  and 
I  do  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of  the  rascals.  We 
do  want  a  military  leader  in  this  brigade.  General  Carson  is  a  most 
estimable  gentleman,  but  not  suited  for  the  time  and  exigencies  of  the 
moment. 

The  enemy  have  long  been  in  possession  of  Harx)er's  Ferry,  desecrat- 
ing our  soil,  pillaging  our  defenseless  and  loyal  iieople,  and  outraging 
the  sanctity  of  helpless  and  loyal  families.  The  widowed  mother  of 
Captain  Henderson,  of  a  volunteer  corps,  doing  good  service  all  the 
while  until  shot  by  one  of  his  own  men,  was  awfully  outraged — ^three 
negro  men  and  all  valuables  that  were  portable  carried  off,  and  her 
house  and  farm  left  desolate.  Her  sons  all  at  their  x>osts— one,  younger 
than  the  captain,  in  General  Johnston's  army.  Other  farms  are  h&ng 
visited. 
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liast  night  a  lady  swam  the  Shenandoah  to  let  ns  know  that  the 
enemy  were  being  reinforced,  and  the  first  aim  wonld  be  to  destroy 
our  woolen  factories  along  the  Shenandoah;  also  our  large  flouing 
mills.  This  will  be  doDe.  The  delay  heretofore  has  been  caused  by 
the  shipping  of  some  20,000  bushels  of  wheat  seized  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

This  done,  our  whole  country  must  be  devastated,  and,  to  say  nothing 
of  miUs,  slaves,  and  other  valuable  property,  all  the  grain  m  stack  or 
gamer  will  be  burned  up. 

(General  Carson's  headquarters  are  at  Winchester^  distant  30  miles 
from  the  enemy,  and  while  all  these  things  are  transpiring  he  has  never 
been  in  the  county  or  visited  our  post. 

Written  in  much  haste. 

With  high  consideration,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  L.  BAXSON. 


Camp  of  Fifty-second  YmoiNiA  BBGniFNT, 

Top  of  Alleghany  MountainH^  October  16, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War : 

Sis:  Having  been  stationed  at  this  place  with  my  regiment  for  two 
weeks  ipast,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  a  violation  of  any  of  the 
rules  of  the  service  if  I  address  to  yon  directly  a  suggestion  or  two, 
iuvolving,  as  I  believe,  the  safety  of  my  command  and  of  all  the  Con- 
federate forces  on  this  line. 

You  are  no  doubt  aware  that  the  army  on  this  line  cannot  depend 
upon  the  surrounding  country  for  supplies  of  any  kind.  The  country 
at  the  best  is  sparsely  populated,  and  produces  no  surplus  of  any  kind 
of  provision  except  live  stock,  and  the  troubles  of  the  times  have 
brought  upon  the  people  an  unusual  scarcity  of  all  kinds  of  supplies. 
The  only  points  from  which  any  supply  of  food  or  forage  has  been 
drawn  in  the  past  are  the  Hardy  Valley  and  the  region  about  Staun- 
ton, and  there  is  no  other  promise  for  the  future  so  far  as  I  know.  As 
to  the  Hardy  Valley,  the  supply  has  been  much  interrupted  by  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy,  who  have  succeeded  in  capturing  some  of  our  trains 
and  have  produced  such  an  alarm  among  the  people  that  it  is  almost 
imix>ssiblc  to  induce  men  to  engage  in  the  transportation  of  supplies 
to  our  army.  At  the  best  the  distance  from  this  point  to  Petersburg 
is  at  least  70  miles,  and  the  road  one  which  in  winter  would  hardly  be 
practicable  for  loaded  wagons.  As  to  the  other  route,  from  Staunton, 
the  distance  to  this  point  is  60  miles,  and  to  the  principal  camp  at 
Greenbrier  Biver  is  6i3.  The  road  in  summer  is  good,  but  iu  winter 
may  fairly  be  said  to  be  impassable  for  wagons,  and  even  now  is  in 
snch  a  condition  as  to  require  the  constant  services  of  a  large  force 
to  keep  it  in  a  tolerable  condition.  Since  I  have  been  stationed  at  this 
point  the  horses  of  my  regiment  have  repeatedly  been  reduced  to  half 
rations  of  com,  and  for  nearly  all  the  time  they  have  been  wholly  with- 
out forage  of  any  kind.  They  are  now  subsisting  upon  the  only  hay  to 
be  procured  within  10  miles  of  the  camp,  and  that  supply  is  only  for  a 
very  few  days. 

1  by  no  means  seek  to  obtain  information  which  in  the  discretion  of 
my  superior  ofiQcers  is  withheld  from  me,  but  if  it  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Goveiiiment  to  retain  troops  upon  this  line,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  of  high, 
concern  to  know  that  a  single  snowstorm,  such  as  is  by  no  means 
uncommon  in  tliese  mountains  at  this  season,  would  starve  every  horse 
in  this  army,  and,  unless  the  other  troops  are  supplied  differently  from 
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my  regiment,  would  serionsly  endanger  the  entire  command.  Inde- 
pendent of  any  of  these  considerations  I  deem  it  proper  to  state  that 
the  advance  of  the  season  admonishes  us  of  the  rapid  and  near  ap- 
proach of  winter.  Two  weeks  from  to-day  the  winter  in  these  mount- 
ains may  be  said  to  have  set  in.  As  yet  there  is  no  preparation  for 
the  wintering  of  troops  here;  no  huts  or  houses  have  been  prepared, 
nor  can  any  be  found  in  this  region  akeady  built  I  have  upon  my 
own  resi)on8ibility  instituted  inquiries  for  the  tools  necessary  to  enable 
my  men  to  build  for  themselves  if  required,  and  to  my  surprim  and 
alarm  I  find  that  we  have  not  in  this  army  enough  tools  of  the  most 
common  kind  to  enable  us  to  use  the  timber  which  is  so  abundant  all 
around  us.  Already  the  weather  has  been  such  as  to  freeze  the  tents 
of  my  regiment  solid  after  a  soaking  rain  and  to  coat  the  water  in 
vessels  with  thick  ice,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  this  is  not  more  than 
what  may  be  expected  at  this  season  in  these  mountains.  If,  as  I  have 
stated,  it  is  the  purpose  to  retain  troops  here  for  the  winter,  meas- 
ures cannot  be  too  promptly  or  energetically  taken  and  pressed  for 
putting  them  into  habitable  winter  quarters.  These  facts  and  my 
impressions  upon  them  I  have  felt  bound  to  communicate  as  a  part  of 
my  duty  to  the  Government  and  to  the  regiment,  composed  of  my 
neighbors  and  friends,  which  has  been  intrusted  to  my  care. 

I  hope  I  shall  not  be  understood  as  disposed  to  avoid  any  fair  share 
of  the  labors  and  sacrifices  which  must  fall  upon  all  engaged  in  oar 
national  defense.  My  men  have  made  no  complaint,  but  are  looking 
forward  with  calm  confidence  in  the  provident  care  of  the  Government 
I  trust  their  confidence  will  be  fully  Justified  in  their  ftiture  history. 
Bespectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  BALDWIN, 
Colonel  ly^'Seoond  Virginia  Begiment. 


Headquabters  Abmy  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  on  New  Biverj  October  16, 1861. 

His  Excellency  the  Seobetaby  of  Wab  : 

Sib:  In  a  letter  to  the  President,  dated  at  Meadow  Bluff, 


1861, 1  gave  some  accoant  of  the  positions  then  held  by  the  Confederate 
forces,  and  of  my  plans  for  the  occupation  of  the  left  bank  or  southern 
moiety  of  the  Kanawha  Valley. 

I  preferred  to  make  a  stand  at  Meadow  Bluff,  because  it  was  a 
stronger  position  than  Sewell  Mountain:  because  it  was  nearer  the  sup- 
plies; because  it  was  less  exposed  to  tne  weather;  because  there  was 
more  probability  that  the  enemy  would  attack  there  than  on  Sewell, 
and  because,  should  his  attack  fail,  he  would  not  be  able  to  get  away 
from  the  consequences  of  that  failure.  General  Lee  was  constrained 
by  circumstances  to  hold  the  ridge  near  the  top  of  Sewell,  and  I  lol- 
lowed  him  to  that  point  with  all  my  force.  We  remained  eleven  days, 
and  those  days  cost  us  more  men,  sick  and  dead,  than  the  battle  of 
Manassas  Plains.  Provisions  were  hauled  up  the  mountain  16  miles 
from  Meadow  Bluff  over  the  worst  road  in  Virginia,  and  we  were  ex- 
posed to  tempests  of  wind  and  rain;  for  the  conformation  of  the  ground 
is  such  that  there  are  always  storms  on  Sewell  Mountain.  Finally  the 
enemy  retired  beyond  Gauley.  The  condition  of  the  main  body  of  our 
army  was  such  that  pursuit  was  imx>08sib]e,  and  General  Lee  yet  re- 
mains on  Sewell.    But  he  then  assented  to  my  plans  for  the  expedition 
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down  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha,  and  I  set  out  without  delay  with 
all  the  force  under  my  command,  except  the  l^orth  Carolina  regiment 
and  the  Fiftieth  Virginia,  which  had  been  nearly  annihilated  by  sick- 
ness, and  the  Wise  Legion,  which  I  found  to  be  in  such  a  state  of  in- 
subordination and  so  iU-disciplined  as  to  be  for  the  moment  unfit  for 
military  purposes.  But  with  the  fine  regiment  from  Mississippi,  under 
Colonel  Bussell,  with  Phillips'  Legion,  the  Fourteenth  Georgia,  the 
Fifty  first,  the  Forty-fifth,  the  Thirty-sixth,  and  Twenty-second  Vir- 
ginia, and  500  cavalry,  at  least  with  such  portions  of  those  corps  that 
were  able  to  march — in  all  some  4,000  men — I  left  Sewell,  and  after  a 
difficult  march  over  the  mountain  roads  passed  New  Biver,  which  is 
the  name  of  the  upper  branch  of  the  Kanawha.  From  the  point  where 
I  now  am  I  have  one  day's  march  over  bad  road  to  the  Bied  Sulphur 
turnpike,  which  commands  that  half  of  the  valley  of  the  Kanawha  in 
which  I  propose  to  operate.  I  hear  of  several  parties  of  the  enemy  on 
this  side  of  the  river.  The  strongest,  800  or  1,000  men,  are  said  to  be 
encamped  in  the  marshes  of  Cove.  If  this  is  so,  and  if  chance  favors, 
I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  destroy  or  capture  this  body.  Their  position, 
if  correctly  stated,  is  a  great  strategic  error.  They  are  distant  00  miles 
from  Charleston,  with  the  worst  roads  iu  the  world,  while  I  shall  soon 
have  access  to  them  by  one  day's  march  along  the  Bed  Sulphur  turn- 
pike. If  my  reports  are  confirmed,  I  propose  to  take  1,500  men  under 
iny  own  command,  and  fall  on  them  so  soon  as  I  get  my  troops  over  the 
hills  to  the  turnpike.  But  it  is  now  time  to  consider  the  proper  dispo* 
sition  of  tlje  column  under  my  immediate  orders  in  winter  quarters.  I 
stiU  adhere  to  my  original  purpose  of  wintering  near  Logan  Court- 
House,  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  If  you  will*  examine  the  map  of  Virginia  you  will  perceive  that 
the  Kanawha  Biver  divides  an  immense  tract  of  country,  known  as  the 
Kanawha  Valley,  into  two  nearly  equal  portions.  Charleston  is  its 
center,  and  the  northern  half  partakes  of  the  character  of  Korthwest- 
ern  Virginia,  of  which  it  is  properly  part.  The  people  on  the  northern 
side  of  the  river  are  generally  disloyal  to  the  South.  The  enemy  have 
15,000  men  to  keep  at  Charleston  this  whole  winter,  and  the  army  now 
under*my  orders  is  not  sufficient  to  drive  them  out  during  that  season. 
But  my  presence  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  will  effectually  prevent 
them  from  extending  their  dominion  to  the  southern  half  of  the  valley. 
It  will  also  preserve  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country  in  their 
present  temper  and  opinions,  which  are  excellent ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  left  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy,  and  exposed  as  they  are  to 
marauding  detachments,  who  cross  the  river  and  carry  off  all  the  grain 
and  cattle  of  the  country,  they  may  by  next  spring  be  subdued  to  the 
same  submission  which  now  characterizes  the  counties  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river. 

2.  The  pretended  new  State  of  Kanawha,  for  whose  existence  a  regu- 
lar poll  is  soon  to  be  taken,  comprises  the  southern  as  weU  as  the  north- 
ern half  of  the  valley.  The  presence  of  the  Confederate  troops  in  its 
territory  will  efiectually  destroy  all  appearance  of  legality  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  may  be  useful  in  preventing  embarrassment  in  future 
negotiations  and  treaties  which  the  Confederacy  may  hereafter  have 
with  the  United  States. 

3.  The  southern  half  of  the  Kanawha  Valley  is  that  portion  of  Vir- 
ginia which  touches  the  State  of  Kentucky.  The  presence  of  my  army 
in  that  quarter  will  exercise  a  good  influence  on  that  neighboring 
country.  It  may  even  become  very  useful  to  the  strategic  combina- 
tions of  General  Johnston's  forces  there.    At  all  events  it  will  be  first 
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in  the  field  of  operations  next  spring,  when  we  may  be  in  condition  to 
contest  the  possession  of  Northwestern  Virginia  with  the  enemy. 

These  and  other  reasons  satisfy  me  that  it  wonld  be  desirable  for 
myself  and  troops  to  winter  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  if  it  is  possible  to 
sabsist  them  there  in  a  perfectly  safe  place.  Bach  a  position,  I  think, 
is  to  be  found  near  Logan  Oourt-Hoase,  at  the  first  fork  of  the  tampike 
road.  Those  who  know  the  topography  of  the  country  finom  the  map 
alone  cannot  perceive  without  explanation  its  complete  security.  If  the 
enemy  have  15,000  troops  so  near  to  that  place  as  Charleston,  what,  they 
will  ask,  is  to  prevent  them  from  marching  over  there  after  communica- 
tions have  been  cut  off  with  Eastern  Virginia  by  the  weather,  breaking 
np  my  winter  quarters,  and  perhaps  capturing  my  whole  command.  I 
answer,  the  maps  do  not  show  that  between  Charleston  and  Logan 
Court-House  there  are  two  immense  chains  of  mountains,  and  that  the 
passes  through  those  mountains  are  among  the  most  easily-defend^ 
localities  on  the  continent.  It  is  ground  with  which  I  am  perfectly 
familiar,  and  with  the  troops  now  under  me  I  can  safely  guanwtee  my 
defense  against  twice  the  force  which  the  enemy  can  by  any  contrivance 
bring  against  me. 

The  question  of  security  may  be  laid  aside.  It  remains  to  consider 
the  more  difiicult  matter  of  supplies  at  a  i>oint  so  remote  from  the  center 
of  the  State.  Ammunition  and  the  small  commissary  stores,  such  as 
candies,  sugar,  coffee,  and  clothing,  would  be  brought  by  the  Virginia 
and  Tennessee  road  to  a  station  within  130  miles  of  my  camp.  The 
roads  from  that  point  to  Logan  are  of  course  bad,  but  I  can  have  them 
soon  put  in  sufficient  repair  tbr  my  purposes.  F6rage  in  sufficient  qaan- 
tities  for  all  my  cattle  I  do  not  hope  to  obtain  aroqnd  my  propo6e<l 
camp,  and  therefore,  after  establishing  myself,  I  should  send  away  all 
the  horses  and  mules  that  I  do  not  absolutely  need  to  Tazewell,  where 
their  wants  can  be  fully  met.  It  rests  to  ascertain  whether  I  can  get 
enough  meat  and  meal  in  the  country  for  my  men.  I  think  I  can,  but 
I  cannot  say  so  with  perfect  assurance  till  I  have  myself  examined  the 
present  resources  of  those  counties ;  but  the  advantages  to  be  gained 
by  establishing  my  quarters  in  that  region  arc  so  great,  that  I  am  de- 
termined, unless  prevented  by  your  onlers,  to  make  the  experiment 
My  plan  at  present  is  to  try  for  some  weeks  what  I  can  do  against  the 
enemy's  army.  Then  I  will  go  to  Logan,  hut  my  troops,  stockade  my 
camp,  fortify  the  approaches,  repair  the  roads,  and  ascertain  the  capa- 
bility of  the  country  to  support  my  army.  If  it  is  sufficient  to  carry  us 
through  the  winter  without  suffering  at  all,  I  shall  remain  till  the  spring, 
unless  I  should  see  a  good  chance  for  a  blow  during  the  winter ;  but  if 
the  country  has  been  too  much  exhausted  by  the  war  and  the  enemy,  I 
will  at  least  stay  there  till  the  end  of  November,  up  to  which  time  there 
can  be  no  difficulty,  and  then  march  my  men  up  to  the  Lynchburg  and 
Tennessee  road. 

These  are  my  own  plans.  I  wait  with  anxiety  the  answer  of  the  De- 
partment CQnfirming  or  altering  my  views,  and  will  obey  with  alacrity 
any  instructions  it  may  send ;  but  if  the  Department  would  double  my 
force  here  I  can  assure  them  that  it  is  possible  to  effi^ct  great  results  ia 
this  region.  If  my  Government  would  raise  my  command  without  de- 
lay to  10,000  men.  which  it  might  do  in  ten  days  if  immediate  orders 
were  given,  I  would  seize  a  i>oint  on  the  Ohio  and  hold  it  through  the 
winter  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  dislodge  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding  Army  ofEanatthOn 
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Brooke's  StatioN|  October  16, 18CL 

Oeneral  Coopeb: 

A  messenger  from  Maryland  says  McGlellan  vrill  attack  Johnston  to- 
day, to  cover  an  expedition  from  Annapolis  up  the  Bappahanuock.  Do 
yoa  know  anything  about  it  1 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Mqior-CmeraL 


BiGHMOin),  Ya.,  October  17, 1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beaubeoabd: 

My  Deab  Genebal  :  Inclosed  yon  will  find  a  letter  and  slip  referred 
to  in  it;  also  another  slip,  derived  from  a  different  and,  as  supposed, 
friendly  source.  You  will  be  able  better  than  myself  to  judge  of  the 
value  or  importance  of  the  matters  contained  in  these  i>apers.* 

A  man  has  been  sent  up  to  confer  with  General  Johnston  and  your- 
self in  relation  to  the  preparation  of  winter  quarters  and  the  employ- 
ment of  negroes  in  construction  of  a  line  of  intrenchment.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  commended  him  as  a  man  of  great  capacity  for  such  work. 

I  have  thought  often  uxK>n  the  questions  of  reorganization,  which 
-were  submitted  to  you,  and  it  has  seemed  to  me  that,  whether  in  view 
of  disease  or  the  disappointment  and  suffering  of  a  winter  cantonment 
on  a  line  of  defense,  or  of  a  battle  to  be  fought  in  and  near  your  position, 
that  it  was  desirable  to  combine  the  troops,  by  a  new  distribution,  with 
as  little  delay  as  practicable.  Your  army  is  comi>osed  of  men  of  intel- 
ligence and  future  expectations.  They  will  be  stimulated  by  extra- 
ordinary effbrts,  when  so  organized  that  the  fame  of  their  State  will  be 
in  their  keeping  and  that  each  will  feci  that  his  immediate  commander 
will  desire  to  exalt  raiber  than  diminish  his  services.  You  x>ointed  me 
to  the  fact  that  you  had  observed  that  rule  in  the  case  of  the  Louisiana 
and  Carolina  troops,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  perceive  that  others  find 
in  the  fact  a  reason  for  the  like  disposal  of  tliem.  In  the  hour  of  sick- 
ness and  the  tedium  of  waiting  for  spring,  men  from  the  same  region 
will  best  console  and  relieve  each  other. 

The  maintenance  of  our  cause  rests  in  the  sentiment  of  our  people. 
Letters  from  the  camps,  complaining  of  inequality  and  harshness  in  the 
treatment  of  the  men,  have  already  dulled  the  enthusiasm  which  filled 
our  ranks  with  men  who,  by  birth,  fortune,  and  education,  and  social 
position,  were  the  equals  of  any  officers  in  the  land. 

The  spirit  of  our  military  law  is  manifested  in  the  fact  that  the  State 
organization  was  limited  to  the  regiment.  The  volunteers  came  in 
sufficient  numbers  to  have  brigadiers,  but  have  only  colonels.  It  was 
not  then  intended  (is  the  necessary  conclusion)  that  those  troops  should 
be  under  the  immediate  command  of  officers  above  the  grade  of  colonel. 
The  spirit  of  the  law  then  indicates  that  brigades  should  be  larger  than 
customary.  The  general  being  the  remote  commander  of  the  individuals, 
charged  with  the  care,  the  direction,  the  preservation  of  the  men,  rather 
thaa  with  the  internal  police,  he  has  time  to  visit  hospitals,  to  inquire 
into  supplies,  to  supervise  what  others  must  execute,  and  the  men  come 
to  regard  him,  when  so  habitually  seen,  as  the  friend  of  the  individual; 
but  they  also  know  him  in  another  capacity,  and  there  removed,  as  it 
were  placed  on  a  x>edestal,  he  seems  the  power  that  moves  and  controls 
the  mass. 

*  Not  found. 
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This  is  not  an  ideal,  but  a  sketch  of  Taylor  when  general  of  the  little 
army,  many  of  whom  would  no  sooner  have  questioned  his  decisions, 
or  have  shrunk  from  him  in  the  hour  of  danger  than  if  he  had  been 
their  father.  The  other  point  was  the  necessity  for  unity  in  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  The  embarrassment  was  felt  and  the  sentiment  of 
commanders  appreciated,  but  rivalry,  running  into  jealousy,  is  the  un- 
avoidable  attendant  of  difference  in  the  discipline,  the  usage,  and  the 
supplies  of  camps.  How  much  more  so  must  it  be  when  corps  are  as- 
sociated together,  with  the  ineWtable  diversity  resulting  from  control 
by  diiterent  minds,  and  in  which  a  reference  is  made  to  distinct  antece- 
dents, which  have  never  disappeared  by  a  visible  transition  from  the 
existence  under  independent  heads. 

I  have  had  applications  made  to  me  for  transfer  from  one  corps  to 
another,  and  among  the  reasons  given  was  that  the  sick  of  one  were 
permitted  to  go  to  the  hospital,  when  under  like  circumstances  they 
were  in  the  other  confined  to  their  encampments. 

Mr.  Benjamin  informed  me  that  you  had  expressed  the  wish,  in  the 
event  of  your  corps  being  made  an  undivided  portion  of  the  army,  to 
be  relieved  and  sent  to  !New  Orleans.  If  I  had  thought  you  could  be 
disi)ensed  with,  it  would  have  given  me  pleasure  long  since  to  have 
relieved  the  solicitude  of  the  people  of  New  Orleans  by  sending  you 
there;  but  I  cannot  anticipate  the  time  when  it  would  seem  to  me 
proper  to  withdraw  you  from  the  position  with  which  you  are  so  inti- 
mately acquainted,  and  for  which  you  have  shown  yourself  so  emi- 
nently qualified.  Isor  have  I  felt  that  to  another  could  be  transfened 
the  moral  power  you  have  over  the  troops  you  have  commanded.  My 
appreciation  of  you  as  a  soldier  and  my  regard  for  you  as  a  man  can- 
not permit  me  willingly  to  wound  your  sensibility  or  to  diminish  your 
sphere  of  usefulness. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVLS. 


Wab  Depabtmbnt,  0.  8.  A., 

Eichinandj  October  17, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Beaubegabd,  Manassas^  Va.: 

SiB :  I  have  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,*  in  which  you  state  that 
if  you  are  no  longer  in  command  of  an  army  corps^  you  request  to  be 
relieved  forthwith  from  your  present  false  position.  In  reply,  I  beg  to 
say,  in  all  kindness,  that'it  is  not  your  position  which  is  false,  but  your 
idea  of  the  organization  of  the  Army  as  established  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  I  feel  confident  you  cannot  have  studied  the  legislation  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  Army.  You  are  second  in  command  of  the 
whole  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  not  first  iu  command  of  half  the  army. 
The  position  is  a  very  simple  one,  and  if  you  will  take  the  pains  to  read 
the  sixth  section  of  the  ''Act  to  provide  for  the  public  defense,"  ap- 
proved the  6th  of  March,  18G1,  you  will  see  that  the  President  has  no 
authority  to  divide  an  army  into  two  corps  Warm4e^  but  only  into  brigades 
and  divisions.  Now,  your  rank  being  superior  to  that  of  a  commander 
of  a  brigade  or  a  division,  and  there  being  no  other  component  parts 
into  which  an  army  can  be  legally  divided,  yon.  necessarily  command  the 
whole  army ;  but  having  present  with  you  an  ofiicer  of  equal  grade, 
but  older  commission,  who  also  commands  the  whole  army,  you  become 
second  in  command. 


*  Not  found. 
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I  have  entered  into  these  detculs  because  in  conversation  with  the 
President,  since  his  return  from  your  headquarters,  he  has  informed  me 
that  he  found  the  same  error  as  to  the  organization  of  the  army  which 
yon  seem  to  entertain  very  generally  prevalent.  The  error,  however, 
will  probably  not  be  productive  of  any  further  injurious  consequences, 
as  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  communicate  to  you  such  general  orders  in 
relation  to  this  whole  subject  as  will  dissipate  all  possible  conflict  of 
authority,  unite  the  army  under  one  common  head,  and  give  to  all  its 
leaders  appropriate  and  satisfactory  positions.  1  therefore  refrain  from 
making  any  fhrther  allusion  to  the  subject  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  de- 
sired by  you,  as  the  whole  matter  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  gratify  all 
your  wishes  in  the  general  orders  above  referred  to. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War* 


[Circular  letter.] 

Wae  Department,  C.  S.  A, 

Richmond^  October  19, 1861. 

Sm :  On  the  8th  September  the  following  order  was  issued  to  you 
from  this  Department,  and  seems  not  to  have  been  obeyed : 

Special  Orders,  >  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 

No.  147.  5  BichtMnd,  September  6,  1861. 

II.  As  it  is  believed  there  are  many  arms  iu  the  bands  of  tbe  troops  not  required  by 
tbem,  the  commander  of  each  army  corps  will  detail  a  field  officer  to  visit  and  inspect 
the  various  encampments  under  bis  control,  wbo  will  talce  away  and  cause  to  be  sent 
to  tho  ordnance  depot  in  this  city  all  the  surplus  arms  he  may  iind|  specifying  in  bis 
Tcturos  the  kind  and  quantity  taken  from  each  regiment. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
A9»i9taHt  Adjutant- OeneraU 

The  Department  requests  that  yon  will  communicate  what  obstacles 
have  prevented  yoor  compliance  with  its  order ;  whether  those  obstacles 
still  exist,  and,  if  so,  when  you  expect  to  be  able  to  overcome  them. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

To  Generals  E.  E.  Lee,  G.  T.  Beaubegaud,  and  Jos.  E.  Joiinston; 
Maj.  Gens.  Benj.  Huoer,  J.  B.  Magruder;  and  Brig.  Gen.  John 
B.  Floyd. 


Orders,  \         Hdqrs.  First  Ujvision  First  Corps,  A.  P., 
No.  8.    )  Union  MillSj  October  19, 1861. 

No  private  property  of  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  will  be  taken 
by  any  person  belonging  to  this  division,  except  under  the  authority  of 
the  division  commander  or  of  the  brigadier-generals  commanding  bri- 
gades. When  private  property  is  takeu  under  orders  for  the  benefit  of 
the  troops  of  this  division,  or  when  taken  to  prevent  it  from  falling  into 
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the  hands  of  the  enemy,  a  statement  will  be  given  to  the  owner  theieoi^ 
showing  forth  the  kind  of  proi)erty,  its  value,  and  the  date  it  was  taken. 
All  such  property  will  be  taken  by  or  turned  over  to  the  quartermastefs 
department  of  the  division,  except  cattle  taken  for  the  subsistence  de- 
partment. The  officers  of  these  departments  will  bear  all  such  property 
on  their  return,  and  will  be  held  accountable  for  it. 

The  attention  of  the  troops  of  the  division  is  called  to  the  fifty-fourth 
articles  of  war.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  whilst  there  is  noth- 
ing more  noble  and  honorable  than  to  fly  to  arms  and  offer  your  lives 
in  the  cause  of  offended  liberty  and  in  the  defense  of  your  country, 
there  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  than  to  rob  or  wantonly  destroy  the 
private  property  of  your  unoffending  citizens.  The  two  are  entirely  io- 
compatible  with  each  other,  and  any  one  guilty  of  the  last  can  never  he 
true  to  lus  honor. 

The  major-general  commading  regrets  having  to  call  the  attention  of 
hiB  division  to  this  article  of  war. 

By  order  of  M%j.  Gen.  Earl  Tan  Dom : 

JOSEPH  D.  BALFOUB, 
Assistant  A^jutant-OeneraL 


BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  October  20, 186L 
General  G.  T.  BEAUBEaABD: 

My  Deab  General  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  yours  of 
the  15th  and  telegram  of  this  date.*  To  the  latter  I  reply  that  your 
rank,  being  of  the  highest  grade  known  to  our  service,  is  equal  to  any 
command.  Tour  inquiry  must,  therefore,  be  whether  there  can  be  a 
distinction  between  an  army  and  a  corps  d^armSe,  There  is  none  in  the 
law  of  our  army  organization.  If  two  corps  or  armies  should  happen 
to  join  or  do  duty  together,  though  the  senior  officer  would  command 
the  whole,  the  permanent  organization  of  each  army  would  not  properly 
be  disturbed  by  such  accidental  junction;  but,  if  two  armies  should  Im 
concentrated  into  one,  indefinitely  to  remain  consolidated,  the  plainest 
principles  of  military  organization  require  that  they  should  be  org:ui- 
ized  as  one  body,  reference  being  had  solely  to  future  efficiency.  The 
junior  of  the  two  commanders  of  the  former  armies  would  be  second  ia 
command  of  the  whole,  and  would  or  would  not  have  special  charge  of  a 
subdivision,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  In  your  case, 
it  would  seem  to  me  better  that  you  should  not  have  special  charge 
of  a  subdivision,  because,  in  the  absence  of  General  Johnston,  yonr 
succession  to  the  command  of  the  whole  would  not  disturb  the  rela- 
tions of  the  officers  and  troops,  nor  involve  any  changes  of  x>ositions  oa 
the  line  occupied ;  and,  further,  because  your  acquaintance  with  the 
whole  body  of  the  army,  and  the  absence  of  any  idea  of  identifioatioa 
with  a  part  of  it,  would  better  qualify  [you]  for  that  succession. 

The  growing  importance  of  the  District  of  Aquia,  and  the  increasing 
necessity  for  operations  in  the  valley  of  Virginia,  have  suggested  to  me 
the  propriety  of  bringing  those  sections  into  closer  relations  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  may  best  be  done  by 
sending  a  general  of  division  to  the  valley,  and  by  placing  the  senior 
general  (Johnston)  in  command  of  a  department,  embracing  the  three 
armies  (of  the  Potomac,  the  Aquia,  and  the  Valley).  This  has,  I  be- 
lieve, been  already  intimated  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  War.    Two 

*Not  found. 
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rales  haye  been  applied  in  the  projected  reoTganization  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac :  First,  as  fkr  as  practicable  to  keep  regiments  from  the 
same  State  together ;  second,  to  assign  generals  to  command  the  troops 
of  their  own  State.  I  have  not  overlooked  the  objections  to  each,  but 
the  advantages  are  believed  to  outweigh  the  disadvantages  of  that 
arrangement.  In  distributing  the  regiments  of  the  several  States,  it 
would,  I  think,  be  better  to  place  the  regiments  for  the  war  in  the  same 
brigade  of  the  State,  and  assign  to  those  brigades  the  brigadiers  whose 
services  could  least  easily  be  dispensed  with.  For  this  among  other 
reasons  I  will  mention  but  one :  The  commission  of  a  brigadier  ex- 
pires upon  the  breaking  up  of  his  brigade.  (See  the  law  for  their  ap- 
I>ointment.)  Of  couse  I  would  not,  for  slight  cause,  change  the  rela- 
tion of  troops  and  commanders,  especially  where  it  has  been  long  con- 
tinued and  endeared  by  the  trials  of  battle ;  but  it  is  to  be  noted  that 
the  regiment  was  fixed  as  the  unit  of  organization,  and  made  the  con- 
necting link  between  the  soldier  and  his  home;  above  that  all  was  sub- 
ject to  the  discretion  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  save  the  pregnant 
intimation  in  relation  to  the  distribution  of  generals  among  the  several 
States.  It  was  generous  and  confiding  to  surrender  entirely  to  the 
Confederacy  the  appointment  of  generals,  and  it  is  the  more  incumbent 
on  me  to  carry  out,  as  well  as  may  be,  the  spirit  of  the  '^  volunteer 
aystem."  Your  military  objection  to  forming  a  division  of  the  brigades 
of  a  particular  State  is  forcible.  In  your  army,  however,  that  is  imprac- 
ticable. Virginia  approximates  it  most  nearly,  and  it  might  be  well,  as 
a  defensive  measure,  when  the  accession  of  other  troops  will  justify  it, 
to  transfer  one  Virginia  brigade  to  the  Valley  District  and  fill  its  place 
in  G.  W.  Smith's  division  by  a  brigade  from  another  State.  The 
political  objection  which  you  suggest  is  probably  answered  by  the 
arrangement  which  is  proposed.  You  will  perceive  that  of  the  four 
divisions,  three  are  commanded  by  soldiers  whose  attachment  to  their 
profession  and  good  sense  will  probably  exclude  ideas  of  political  pre- 
ferment, and  the  only  msyor-general  who  comes  immediately  from  civil 
life  has  in  his  division  but  one  regiment  Irom  the  State  of  which  he  is 
a  native. 

I  will  be  happy  to  receive  your  views  and  suggestions  on  all  sub- 
jects as  fully  as  your  convenience  will  permit.  My  sole  wish  is  to 
secure  the  independence  and  peace  of  the  Goni'ederacy ;  tor  that  I  labor 
assiduously  in  my  present  position,  and  there  is  none  other  for  which 
I  would  not  gladly  exchange  it  if  there  I  could  better  promote  the  end 
to  which  my  life  is  devoted.  Others  decided  against  my  known  desire 
and  placed  me  where  I  am.  With  great  distrust  the  post  was  accepted, 
and  my  best  hope  has  been  and  is  that  my  colaborers,  purified  and 
elevated  by  the  sanctity  of  the  cause  they  defend,  would  forget  them- 
selves in  their  zeal  for  the  public  welfare. 

In  a  recent  letter  of  Greneral  O.  W.  Smith,  he  says : 

The  railroad  fimm  Biolimoiid  to  Manassas  does  not  work  efficiently.  Let  Beaure- 
gard try  to  apply  the  remedy.  This  need  not  interfere  with  your  general  agent  nor 
the  general  plan  of  the  Execative.  The  sabject  is  of  vital  imiK>rtance  to  this  army. 
Beauregard  guarantees  to  regulate  it.    Try  him. 

Inform  me  what  your  plan  is.  You  must  have  an  agent,  and  he,  to 
be  useful,  must  have  an  appointment.  I  will  gladly  accept  your  aid 
and  give  you  my  support. 

Complaints  are  made  to  me  of  shocking  neglect  of  the  sick,  who  are 
sent  down  in  the  trains,  such  as  being  put  in  burden  cars  which  had 
been  used  to  transport  horses  or  provisions,  and  into  which  the  sick 
were  thrust  without  previously  cleansiug  the  cars,  and  there  left  with- 


908  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND  W.   VA.        [Cbaf.  XIT. 

out  water,  food,  or  attention.  These  representations  have  been  spread 
among  the  people,  and  served  to  chill  the  ardor  which  has  filled  oar 
ranks  with  the  best  men  of  the  land.  If  such  things  have  occurred, 
surely  others  than  the  railroad  companies  must  share  the  responsibility. 

Your  dispatch,  I  perceive,  is  dated  at  Gentreville,  and  otherwise  the 
news  has  reached  me  that  you  had  retired  from  Fairfax  Court-House. 
The  enemy  may  attempt  to  achieve  something  before  the  meeting  of 
Congress.  In  this  view  I  had  contemplated  an  intrenched  line,  which 
would  compensate  for  our  want  of  numbers,  and  would  be  glad  to  have 
your  conclusions  upon  that  point. 

General  Magruder  is  anticipating  an  attack  at  Torktown.  His  force 
is  less  than  I  could  wish,  but  we  have  litUe  to  give  him,  and  I  suspect 
that,  though  it  may  become  a  real  attack,  it  is  Qnly  designed  to  be  a 
feint  to  cover  the  advance,  either  by  way  of  the  upper  or  lower  flank  of 
your  position. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,  and  prayers  for  your  success, 
I  am,  as  ever,  your  Mend, 

JEFFERSON  DAVia 


Headquabtsbs,  Sewell  Mountain, 

October  20, 186L 
General  John  B.  Flotd, 

Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha : 

Genebal  :  It  has  been  reported  to  me  to-night  that  General  Bose- 
crans  was  sending  a  strong  detachment  across  New  Eiver  to  intercept 
you.  I  believe  he  is  aware  of  you  having  crossed  New  Eiver,  but  if  the 
report  I  have  just  stated  above  is  correct,  it  differs  from  the  report 
brought  me  last  night  by  Lieutenant  CalUson,  of  Captain  Jones'  com- 
pany, Wise's  Legion,  just  from  Fayette  Court-House.  He  was  aware  of 
no  considerable  tbrce  of  the  enemy  being  south  of  the  Kanawha.  Pred- 
atory excursions  had  been  made  across  that  river.  Fayette  Conr^ 
House  wa^,  in  the  opinion  of  the  citizens,  being  threatened,  but  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  force  being  sent  towards  your  route.  I  consider  it, 
however,  sufficiently  important  to  send  a  special  courier  to  put  you  on 
your  guard. 

I  must  also  inform  you  that  General  Loring  has  received  dispatches 
to-night  from  Generals  Jackson  and  Donelson  confirmatory  of  several 
previous  reports  indicative  of  attacks  on  both  their  lines,  and  calling 
earnestly  for  aid.  I  have  resisted  these  appeals  for  some  time,  and 
retained  General  Loring's  command  here,  in  the  hope  of  uniting  in  an 
attack  with  your  force  from  the  left  bans  of  the  Kanawha  on  General 
Eosecrans,  who  still  holds  his  main  force  on  the  Ganley.  I  do  not  think 
it  proper  to  retain  General  Loring  any  longer,  as  General  Donelson 
thinks  himself  unable  to  maintain  his  position,  and  I  have  not  heard 
what  time  you  expect  to  make  your  contemplated  movement  down  the 
Kanawha. 

I  shall  therefore  direct  General  Loring  to  commence  his  return  to 
his  line  of  operations  to-morrow,  and  shall  also  send  the  Wise  Legion  to 
Meadow  Bluff.  This  latter  movement  is  the  more  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  the  exx)osed  condition  of  the  Wilderness  road  since  the  with- 
drawal of  your  cavalry  from  that  route  and  the  advance  npon  it  of  the 
enemy's  scouts.  It  would  be  useless  for  it,  in  my  opinion,  to  remain 
longer  here,  as  it  could  accomplish  no  good  purpose,  and  would  be  liable 
to  be  cut  off. 
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It  thU  be  necessary  for  you  to  keep  yourself  informed  of  the  enemy's 
movements  on  this  side  of  the  river,  so  as  to  secure  this  road  against  his 
approach.  On  reaching  Meadow  Bluff  I  wUl  inform  you  of  the  probable 
time  of  my  return  to  Eichmond. 

Should  your  descent  on  the  Elanawha  cause  the  enemy  to  withdraw 
from  the  Oauley,  as  I  believe  it  will,  it  will  tend  to  tiie  greater  security 
of  this  section. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oeneral,  Commanding. 


BiCHMOND,  October  21, 1861. 
Major-Goneral  Jackson,  Mawiaaas: 

Sib:  The  exx)osed  condition  of  the  Virginia  frontier  between  the 
Blue  Bidge  and  Alleghany  Mountains  has  excited  the  deepest  solici- 
tude of  the  Government,  and  the  constant  appeals  of  the  inhabitants 
that  we  should  send  a  perfectly  reliable  officer  tor  their  protection  have 
induced  the  Department  to  form  a  new  military  district,  which  is  called 
the  Valley  District  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  In  select- 
ing an  officer  for  this  command  the  choice  of  the  Government  has  fallen 
on  you.  This  choice  has  been  dictated,  not  only  by  a  just  appreciation 
of  your  qualities  as  a  commander,  but  by  other  weighty  considerations. 
Your  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country,  of  its  population  and  resources, 
rendered  you  peculiarly  fitted  to  assume  this  command.  "Not  is  this 
all.  The  i)eople  of  that  district,  with  one  voice,  have  made  constant 
and  urgent  appeals  that  to  you,  in  whom  they  have  confidence,  should 
their  defense  be  assigned.  The  administration  shares  the  regret  which 
you  will  no  doubt  feel  at  being  separated  from  your  command  when 
there  is  a  probability  of  early  engagement  between  the  opposing  armies, 
but  it  feels  confident  that  you  will  cheerfully  yield  your  private  wishes 
to  your  country's  service  in  the  sphere  where  you  can  be  rendered  most 
available. 

In  assuming  the  command  to  which  you  have  been  assigned  by  gen- 
eral orders,  although  your  forces  will  for  the  present  be  small,  they  will 
be  increased  as  rapidly  as  our  means  will  possibly  admit,  whilst  the 
I)eople  will  themselves  rally  eagerly  to  your  standard  as  soon  as  it  is 
known  that  you  are  to  command.  In  a  few  days  detailed  instructions 
-will  be  sent  you  through  the  Adjutant-General,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  re- 
ceive any  suggestions  you  may  make  to  render  eiiectual  your  measures 
of  defense. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquabtebs, 
OentreviUej  October  21,  1861. 

General  Goopeb: 

Cannot  Bansom's  regiment  of  North  Carolina  cavalry  be  ordered  to 
report  to  me  forthwith!  The  enemy's  right  was  yesterday  at  Dranes- 
ville. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 
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Richmond,  October  21, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centrevillej  Va.: 

Ransom's  regiment  leaves  here  to-morrow  morning  to  Join  you  by 
route  march. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Ingpectar  OeneraL 


Proeeedinga  of  a  meeting  of  the  eitizene  of  Lancaeter  and  irorthumber* 

land  CountieSj  Virginia, 

OCTOBBB  21, 1861. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Lancaster  and  yorthnmberland,  held 
at  Lancaster  Court-House,  on  Monday,  the  21st  df^  of  October,  1861, 
William  T.  Jessee  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  H.  S.  Hathaway  ap- 
pointed secretary.  Samuel  Gresham,  esq.,  stated  the  object,  and  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted,  viz : 

Whereas  it  is  known  that  in  each  of  the  counties  of  Westmorelaod, 
Richmond,  and  Northumberland  there  is  a  full  number  of  regimental 
and  staff  officers  of  the  militia  in  the  service  of  the  State  or  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  that  in  the  county  of  Lancaster  there  is  a  colonel, 
surgeon,  quartermaster,  and  commissary,  and  in  all  of  the  said  coun- 
ties a  large  number  of  companies  with  a  luU  quota  of  company  officers; 

And  whereas  it  is  also  well  known  that,  by  the  volunteering  of  a 
large  number  of  the  men  subject  to  military  duty  in  the  said  counties, 
the  regiments  and  companies  in  those  counties,  respectively,  are  bat 
skeletons,  no  one  of  the  said  regiments  containing  as  many  as  400  men, 
rank  and  file,  as  required  by  the  eleventh  section  of  chapter  23  of  the 
Code  of  Virginia,  and  it  is  believed,  from  information  derived  from 
gentlemen  of  the  highest  respectability  for  intelligence  and  truth  in 
the  several  counties,  that  no  one  of  the  said  regiments  contains  300  men. 
rank  and  file,  which  is  necessary  to  prevent  a  dissolution  of  the  saia 
regiments,  according  to  the  same  section  of  the  same  chapter  of  the 
Code; 

And  whert^as  we  have  been  informed  by  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
respectability  for  intelligence  and  truth,  residing  in  the  county  of  Rich- 
mond, that  while  the  said  regiment  is  reported  as  containing  largely 
over  300  men,  that  at  no  time  since  the  militia  of  that  county  has  been 
ordered  into  service  have  they  had  over  200  effective  men  in  camp; 
that  many  whose  names  appear  upon  the  muster  rolls  of  the  several 
companies  in  that  county  were  furlonghed  when  first  called  into  camp 
and  sent  home,  where  they  still  remain,  unable  to  perform  service,  and 
this  though  they  were  examined  by  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment  and 
pronounced  unfit  for  military  service; 

And  whereas  some  of  their  companies  have  not  more  than  fix>m  30  to 
40  men,  with  a  full  force  of  company  officers ; 

And  whereas  we  are  informed  that  after  the  proclamation  of  the  gov- 
ernor, of  the  —  day  of  July,  calling  out  the  militia  of  the  State,  and  the 
subsequent  proclamation  excepting  such  counties  as  had  fhmished  their 
quota,  and  also  such  counties  as  might  make  up  their  quota  by  other 
volunteer  companies,  to  be  then  immediately  formed  and  mustered  into 
service,  the  militia  officers  of  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  said  counties  did 
discourage  and  by  all  means  in  their  power  prevent  the  formation  of 
other  volunteer  companies  in  their  counties ; 
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And  whereas  the  militia,  as  thus  organized  in  the  said  counties,  is 
oosting  the  State  or  the  Ck)nfederate  Government  a  very  large  sum  of 
money  y  which  we  believe  to  be  totally  unnecessary  for  the  proper  officer- 
ing the  militia ; 

And  whereas  we,  a  part  of  the  tax-payers  of  the  State  and  of  the  Con- 
federate  States,  while  we  are  willing  to  pay  to  the  last  dollar  of  our 
means  the  taxes  necessary  for  the  proper  defense  of  our  country,  and 
have  called  upon  the  proper  authorities  to  spare  no  expense  that  is  or 
may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  prosecution  of  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  yet  we  are  unwilling  to  imy  fh>m  three  to  four  times  the 
amount  necessary  for  the  proper  defense  of  the  country,  whether  that 
be  as  regards  the  whole  expense  of  the  wftr  or  the  expense  to  be  in- 
curred in  any  particular  locality  or  section  of  the  country ; 

And  whereas  we  have  unlimited  confidence  in  the  Government,  that 
while  many  abuses  may  escape  their  notice  and  attention,  yet,  when 
brought  proi)erly  to  their  notice,  they  will  be  corrected :  Therefore, 

Beaolvedj  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  state  of  things  set 
forth  in  this  preamble  is  not  known  to  the  proper  authorities  for  cor- 
recting the  same. 

Besolvedj  That  in  the  four  counties  above  named  there  are  not  more 
efifective  men  belonging  to  the  militia  than  should  constitute  one  regi- 
ment, and  that  the  men  now  divided  into  four  skeletons  of  re^ments, 
with  a  full  quota  of  regimental  and  staff  officers  and  a  much  larger 
number  of  company  officers  than  necessary,  would  be  much  more  effi- 
cient for  the  defense  of  the  said  counties  if  thrown  into  one  regiment 
and  placed  under  the  command  of  one  colonel  with  one  field  officer  in 
the  other  counties  from  which  the  colonel  is  not  taken,  to  act  as  lieu- 
tenant-colonel or  major,  and  a  proper  reduction  of  the  number  of  com- 
panies. 

Besolvedj  That,  as  at  present  organized,  there  is  not  and  cannot  be  any 
co-oi>eration  between  the  several  regiments  in  the  said  counties  for  the 
defense  of  each,  but  if  throwninto  one  regiment,  under  one  commander, 
they  might  and  would  co-operate  with  each  other  by  the  order  of  the 
said  commander  whenever  their  services  might  be  required  for  the  de- 
fense of  either  county. 

Besolted,  That  we  would  not  have  the  militia,  by  this  arrangement 
we  propose,  withdrawn  from  either  of  the  said  counties,  but  would  con- 
tinue them  in  their  counties  respectively,  under  the  command  of  their 
company  officers  and  one  field  officer,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  com- 
manding officer,  unless  necessary  temporarily  to  call  them  from  one 
county  to  another  for  immediate  defense. 

Beaolvedj  That  while  the  proposed  arrangement  would  be  more  effi- 
cient than  the  present,  it  would  not  cost  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  State  who  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war  more  than  one-half  of  the 
present  organization. 

Beaolvedj  That  a  copy  of  these  proceedings  be  sent  by  the  secretary 
of  this  meeting  to  his  excellency  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the 
Confederate  States,  to  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  Briga- 
dier-General Holmes,  and  to  Col.  George  E.  Pickett,  commanding  the 
forces  on  the  Bappahannock  Biver. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WM.  T.  JBSSBB, 

Ohairmafi, 
H.  S.  HATHAWAY, 

Secretary* 
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Stauntok,  October  21, 186L 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sib  :  Inclosed  is  an  argent  letter  from  General  Jackson,  and 
I  have  done  all  I  could  to  Lave  the  Fifty-eighth  to  move  in  accordance 
with  his  wishes,  but  am  informed  you  have  allowed  them  to  remain  for 
a  short  time.  If  it  cannot  move,  I  must  ask  you  to  send  another  regi- 
ment up  with  the  least  possible  delay,  to  take  position  on  the  Hardy  line. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  G.  HABMAN, 
LieutenafU'Oolonelj  Commanding. 

[iBClMIIXe.] 

Gbeenbbieb,  October  20, 1861. 
Major  Habman: 

Ma  JOB :  I  have  good  reason  to  fear  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  are 
making  their  way,  by  the  direction  of  the  Seneca  route,  towards  Mon- 
terey. They  may  do  us  vast  injury,  unless  we  can  meet  them.  They 
are  plundering  and  devastating  the  country  as  they  come. 

Is  it  possible,  I  would  ask,  that  the  Fifty-eighth  Virginia  Begiment, 
or  any  portion  of  it,  will  consent,  under  such  circumstances,  to  remain 
in  Staunton  t  I  am  lost  in  astonishment  when  I  realize  it.  We  are 
here  in  the  immediate  presence  of  a  hu*gely  sui)erior  force.  I  cannot 
spare  a  man  to  go  back,  and  yet  this  command,  which  could  have  ren- 
dered us  so  much  service,  and  which  I  designea  for  this  very  duty,  and 
which,  had  it  moved,  might  have  prevented,  by  its  mere  presence,  tliis 
foray  of  the  enemy,  lingers  in  Staunton. 

Scarcely  a  day  passes  that  we  are  not  skirmishing  with  the  enemy 
here,  and  our  presence  here  is  absolutely  necessary  at  this  time  to  the 
protection  of  both  lines.  For  our  countiy's  sake,  induce  this  regiment 
to  move,  and  to  move  quickly. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  JACKSON, 
Brigadier-Generalj  &e. 


Staunton,  Va.,  October  22, 1861. 
His  Excellency  Pbesident  Davis,  Ri4ihmond : 

Deab  Sib  :  I  received  on  yesterday  a  pressing  letter  from  General 
H.  E.  Jackson,  commanding  on  the  Monterey  line,  to  urge  the  command- 
ing officer  of  tne  Fifty-eighth  Virginia  Regiment  to  march  immediately 
for  Fork  of  Waters,  on  the  Seneca  road.  I  immediately  telegraphed 
General  S.  Cooper^  and  he  has  ordered  the  regiment  to  move  without 
delay.  My  object  m  writing  to  you  is  to  urge  the  importance  of  having 
at  least  two  regiments  on  the  Hardy  line  to  guard  the  Seneca  road.  It 
would  be  a  serious  affair  indeed  if  the  enemy  were  to  push  forward  a 
force  on  that  line  and  get  x>ossession  of  our  supplies  at  Monterey  and 
come  in  the  rear  of  our  forces  on  the  Alleghany  and  at  Greenbrier  River, 
by  which  movement,  they  having  a  strong  force  at  Cheat  Mountain, 
our  forces  would  be  surrounded.  The  Fifty-eighth  Virginia  Regiment 
has  a  great  many  men  sick  in  the  hospital,  and  numbers  scarcely  400 
effective  men.  I  inclose  you  a  copy  ol  General  Jackson's  letter.  I  fear 
that  the  Seneca  road,  not  being  guarded  at  all,  gives  an  opportunity  for 
pretend^  friends  to  pass  and  give  information  to  the  enemy  which  may 
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iuduce  this  movement  on  their  part  I  hope  you  will  send  a  regiment 
np  immediately,  if  it  can  possibly  be  done,  if  you  concur  in  the  impor- 
tance I  attach  to  guarding  this  line. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

M.  G.  HABMAN, 
Lieutenant'Colanely  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  inclosed  to  the  Secretary  of  War  a  copy  of  General  Jackson's 
letter,  and  also  a  letter  firom  the  commander  of  the  post  of  Monterey,* 
which  I  should  like  you  to  see. 


Oentbeville,  October  22, 186L 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

I  think  that  the  enemy  cannot  land  near  Occoquan  without  being 
discovered  by  our  pickets.  The  report  cannot  be  true.  The  ordnance 
officer  reports  that  he  can  arm  1,000  men  with  muskets  left  unmarked, 
by  sick  men  probably.    Please  send  the  men. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


GEinsBAL  Ord]£bs,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  16.  )  Bichmtmdy  Va.,  October  22, 1861. 

1.  A  department  is  established,  to  be  known  and  designated  as  the 
Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  It  will  be  composed  of  the  three 
following  districts,  viz:  The  Valley  District,  the  Potomac  District,  and 
the  Aquia  District.  The  Valley  District  will  embrace  the  section  of 
country  between  the  Blue  Bidge  and  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  the 
Potomac  District  between  the  Blue  Bidge  Mountains  and  the  left  bank 
of  Powell's  Biver,  and  the  Aquia  District  between  Powell's  Biver  and 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  including  the  Northern  Neck,  and  embracing 
the  counties  on  either  pide  of  the  Bappahaunock  Biver  from  its  mouth 
to  Fredericksburg. 

2.  General  J.  £.  Johnston  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Northern  Virginia,  Gtenera-l  P.  G.  T.  Beauregard  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Potomac  District,  Maj.  Qten.  T.  H.  Holmes  to  the  command 
of  the  Aquia  District,  and  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson  to  the  command  of 
the  Valley  District. 

3.  The  troops  serving  in  the  Potomac  District  will  be  brigaded  and 
formed  into  divisions,  as  follows:  First  division,  under  command  of 
MajorGeneral  Van  Dom:  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Clark,  to 
consist  of  four  Mississippi  regiments;  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-G^n- 
eraJ  Wluting,  to  consist  of  five  Mississippi  regiments;  Thi^  Brispeule, 
Brigadier-General  Stuart,  to  consist  of  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of  this 
district,  to  be  united  in  one  brigade;  Fourth  Brigade,  the  Hampton 
Legion,  nnder  Colonel  Hampton.  Second  Division,  under  command  of 
Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith:  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Ewell,  to  con- 
sist of  four  Virginia  regiments;  Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  S.  Jones, 
to  consist  of  four  Virginia  regiments  |  Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General 
Early,  to  consist  of  four  Virginia  regiments;  Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier- 
General  Crittenden,  to  consist  of  two  Virginia  regiments,  two  Tennessee 

*  Not  found. 
58  B  B— VOL  T 
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regiments,  and  one  Eentacky  regiment.  Third  Division,  under  command 
of  MajorGeneral  Lougstreet:  First  Brigade,  Brig.  G«n.  D.  B.  Jones,  to 
consist  of  four  South  Carolina  regiments ;  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier- 
General  Bonham,  to  consist  of  four  South  Carolina  regiments ;  Third 
Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Wilcox,  to  consist  of  four  Alabama  regi- 
ments; Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Bodes,  to  consist  of  foar 
Alabama  regiments ;  Fifth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Taylor,  to  con- 
sist of  five  Louisiana  regiments.  Fourth  Division,  under  the  command 
of  Maj.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith:  First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Walker,  to 
consist  of  four  Georgia  regiments ;  Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General 
Toombs,  to  consist  of  four  Georgia  regiments ;  Third  Brigade,  Briga- 
dier-General Elzey,  to  consist  of  Siree  Georgia  regiments  and  one  Mary- 
land regiment;  Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Evans,  to  consist  of 
five  Korth  Carolina  regiments ;  Fifth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Wig- 
fall,  to  consist  of  three  Texas  regiments  and  one  Louisiana  regiment 

1  he  particular  regiments  for  these  several  brigades  will  be  designated 
by  the  commanding  general  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia,  in 
conformity  to  this  programme,  according  to  States.  The  arrangements 
will  be  gradually  carried  into  effect  as  soon  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
commanding  general,  it  can  be  safely  done  under  pi^esent  exigencies.* 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

S.  COOPEK, 
A^utant  and  Inspector  General 


EiGHMOND,  October  23, 1861. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  Centreville: 

I  will  send  you  1,000  unarmed  men  immediately.    Colonial  BaDsom 
marches  with  his  regiment  of  cavalry  to-morrow  to  johi  you. 

J.  P.  BE2JJAMIN, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War, 


Lewisburo,  Va.,  Wednesday^  October  23, 1861. 
G.  W.  MuNFORD,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  tne  Cofnmonwealth : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  hope  that  you  will  excuse  me  for  troubling  yon  with  a 
line,  and  if  you  are  not  the  proper  person  to  write  to  on  such  subjects, 
do,  if  you  please,  pass  this  line  to  the  proper  offii'er.  General  Loring's 
command  is  falling  back  to  this  place,  which  is  west  of  Meadow  Bluff, 
and  from  here  they  go  northward  to  Greenbrier  Biver  Bridge,  where  it 
is  said  that  the  Federalists  are  pressing  a  regiment  left  to  guard  that 
pass.  One  regiment  passed  late  last  evening,  and  another  regiment  is 
passing  while  I  write.  It  is  cold  and  raw  and  shower^*^,  and  some  of  the 
regiment  that  passed  this  morning  came  in  last  night,  and  in  the  dark 
and  wet  and  mud,  poor  fellows,  could  get  no  place  to  sleep  or  anything 
to  eat  A  distant  relative  of  mine  here  of  the  name  of  Wetzel  pro- 
vided for  six  of  them.  Many  lay  out  in  the  rain  all  night ;  many  drank 
and  caroused  all  night,  and  I  am  really  fearful  that  it  is  this  unnecessary 
exposure  that  has  got  so  many  on  the  sick  list. 

For  a  long  time  yet  Lewisburg  must  be  the  base  of  operations,  and 
there  could  be,  and  ought  to  be,  a  shed  built  here,  as  well  to  protect  [the 
men]  from  the  weather  [and]  such  military  stones  as  remain  here  for  days 

*  Paragraph  3  modified  by  G.  O.,  No.  18.    See  November  16,  post. 
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in  their  transit  fjrom  Jackson's  Biver  Station  to  the  army.  A  shed,  with 
abundance  of  straw  in  it,  in  which  detachments  of  troops  passing  to  and 
fro  might  sleep,  is  a  great  desideratum,  inasmuch  as  it  would  convince 
our  citizen  soldiery  that  all  is  done  that  it  is  possible  to  do  to  protect 
them  from  exposure,  and  such  a  shelter,  with  such  feelings,  would  do 
mnch  to  exempt  them  from  the  great  sickness  that  now  desolates  these 
western  camps.  The  exi)ense  could  not  be  much  of  such  an  erection,  and 
the  benefits  would  be  great.  The  teams  are  also  suffering  severely  for 
want  of  forage.  That  could  be  obviated  in  some  degree  by  a  very  sim- 
ple process,  not  adopted  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  yet 
so  obvious  that  any  one  is  surprised  at  its  non-adoption,  unless  it  is  pur- 
IK>8ely  omitted.  Why  could  not  each  wagon  that  hauls  flour  or  other 
heavy  material  for  the  army  from  any  of  the  depots  take  with  them 
firom  three  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  hay  or  blades!  It  would  fill  the 
wagon;  it  would  protect  the  load  from  the  weather ;  it  would  sustain  the 
transportation  attached  to  the  moving  columns  of  the  army;  it  would 
prevent  the  loss  of  stock,  and  enable  the  army  to  move  with  more  alac- 
rity and  fiEicility. 

Then  there  is  a  very  great  mistake  in  hauling  flour  to  the  army  in  the 
mountains,  where  they  have  nothing  but  flour  and  meat,  and  the  conse- 
quence is  indigestible  bread,  and  consequently  sickness.  A  bakery 
established  anywhere  in  the  rear,  either  at  Jackson's  Biver  Station  or 
Covington,  9  miles  west  of  that,  could  toke  bread  for  the  army,  and  the 
weight  would  not  be  greater  to  haul  in  bread  or  crackers  than  in  flour: 
and  if  yon  could  not  put  a  load  of  bread  in  a  wagon,  the  wagons  could 
be  a  little  altered  so  that  a  load  could  be  put  on  them,  or  under  other 
circumstances  a  heavy  package  of  some  sort  could  be  put  in  each  bread 
wagon,  so  as  to  give  the  necessary  weight  to  haul.  The  expense  would 
be  but  small,  and  the  gain  great  in  IJie  increased  health  and  efficiency 
of  the  men — the  fewer  hospitals;  for,  if  what  I  have  heard  be  true,  the 
exjiense  of  the  hospital  at  White  Sulphur  will  equal,  or  nearly  equal, 
the  expense  of  the  transportation  from  Jackson's  Biver  Station  to  the 
army. 

Ajb  to  vegetables,  pounded  hominy  would  be  the  most  convenient,  pal- 
atable, and  healthy  that  the  army  could  get,  winter  or  summer,  and  it 
is  the  easiest  dressed  for  eating  of  anything,  and  could  be  so  easily  sup- 
plied to  each  army,  and  the  machines  for  cracking  the  corn  and  hulling 
it  are  so  abundant  and  cheap,  that  it  is  to  me  wonderful  that  some  de- 
partment of  the  Army  had  not  introduced  it.  I  will  venture  to  say  that 
it  is  far  better  than  rice,  and  could  be  sux^plied  at  one-third  the  cost  of 
that  article  per  pound. 

The  Tennessee  and  Georgia  troops,  with  many  of  whom  I  have  talked, 
are  very  averse  to  serving  in  the  mountains.  The  climate  does  not  suit 
them,  and  toiling  up  the  mountains  on  marches  breaks  them  down  di- 
rectly. It  is  strange  that  they  should  be  sent  here  to  serve  while  many 
regiments  raised  in  the  mountains^  accustomed  to  the  inequalities  of  the 
surface  of  the  earth,  inured  to  the  rigors  of  the  climate,  all  having  homes 
or  relatives  to  defend,  should  be  retained  in  Eastern  Virginia  and  the 
defense  of  their  homes  intrusted  to  strangers  unaccustomed  to  so  rough  a 
country  and  so  bleak  a  climate.  The  Twenty  seventh  Virginia  Begiment^ 
so  eftVctive  at  Manassas,  came  from  Greenbrier,  Monroe,  and  Alleghany 
Counties,  and  {>erhaps  a  company  or  two  from  Bockbridge. 

I  am  no  military  man.  Age  has  disabled  me  from  bearing  the  fatigues 
of  a  campaign,  and  if  that  were  not  so,  blindness  has  disqualified  me 
from  so  doing.  Amaurosis  has  wholly  obscured  one  eye,  and  the  other 
one  sympathizes  with  it.    I  therefore  do  not  pretend  to  be  a  military 
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critic.  Bat  old,  blind,  feeble,  and  ignorant  as  I  am,  I  voald  have  risked 
a  general  battle  to  have  got  into  the  vsdley  of  the  Ohio,  to  have  prevented 
the  vote  from  being  taken  to-morrow  on  the  qoestion  of  the  new  State  of 
Kanawha,  which  territory  is  militarily  occupied  by  the  Federal  Army, 
and  they  really  do  not  seem  to  care  at  present  aboat  any  other  portion 
of  Western  Virginia.  If  that  vote  shaU  be  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of 
it,  which  it  is  likely  to  be  from  the  circnmstance  of  the  finends  of  the 
South  being  overawed,  and  Congress  shall  next  winter  at  Washing- 
ton pass  a  iBkw  admitting  it,  you  will  find  that  the  Federal  forces  wfll 
swarm  there  this  winter;  fortifications  will  be  erected,  the  militia  of 
that  region  will  be  called  out,  and  the  remainder  of  Western  Virginia 
will  be  assailed  from  each  fortress,  each  one  of  which  will  be  made  a 
base  of  operations.  It  will  be  very  highly  prejudicial  to  the  State  in  a 
civil  and  commercial  point  of  view,  and  very  prejudicial  to  the  Confed- 
eracy. Look  at  it  for  one  moment.  It  is  the  great  coal  field  of  Amerioi, 
from  which  the  South  is  to  obtain  the  fuel  down  the  Ohio  River  that  will 
drive  their  spindles  and  propel  their  commerce,  both  oceanic  and  river. 
The  timber  of  that  country  is  indispensable  to  the  South  for  many  pur- 
poses— ^barrels  and  hogsheads  for  their  molasses  and  sugar,  fiooring,  and 
even  for  building  a  mercantile  marine.  That  country  would  supply  the 
whole  Confederacy  with  salt  during  the  blockade,  for  my  county  alone 

i Mason)  can  turn  out  one  thousand  barrels  a  day  of  salt,  and  Kanawha 
younty  could  double  that.  Some  foel,  and  fiour  to  almost  any  amount 
would  descend  the  Ohio  to  the  South,  to  say  nothing  of  butter,  lard,  and 
other  things  of  that  nature,  such  as  the  oils,  both  natural  and  artificial, 
for  it  is  in  that  region  that  the  cannel  coal  [is  found],  out  of  which  they 
make  oil,  and  in  the  county  of  Wirt,  northeast  from  Parkersburg  about 
30  miles,  are  the  finest  wells  of  natural  coal  oil  in  the  world.  My  county 
has  for  years  past  sent  east  about  one  thousand  head  of  stall-fed  cattle 
annually  and  large  quantities  of  hogs.  These  things  are  articles  of 
prime  necessity  1o  the  South,  which,  if  not  produced  in  the  Southern 
Confederacy,  must  be  admitted  free  of  duty  fh>m  the  North,  and  it  is  no 
doubt  that  object  in  view  that  induces  the  attempt  to  attach  that  xMMtof 
Virginia  to  the  Lincoln  Government. 

Then  look  at  it  with  reference  to  the  State.  In  the  first  place,  great 
fortunes  of  many  here,  friends  of  the  State,  are  situate  there— Judge 
Allen,  Judge  Camden,  Colonel  Jenkins,  and  hundreds  of  others,  whose 
property  will  be  confiscated;  and  if  the  Governments  give  up  that  por- 
tion of  Virginia  a  large  but  just  claim  will  exist  against  the  Govern- 
ments for  compensation — ^more,  perhaps,  than  the  expense  of  reconquer 
ing  it.  To  leave  that  portion  of  Virginia  with  the  Lincoln  Govern- 
ment will  also  very  much  retard  the  action  of  Northern  Kentucky,  and 
perhaps  also  strengthen  the  Lincolnites  in  that  part  of  Kentucky ;  for 
in  my  opinion  those  two  sections  are  acting  and  reacting  on  each  other, 
and  any  decided  preponderance  of  one  party  or  the  other  in  any  part  of 
that  section  in  either  State  will  seriously  affect  the  other  section.  Be- 
sides the  command  of  the  Ohio  Biver  fh>m  near  its  head — ^for  Northern 
Virginia  reaches  within  40  or  50  miles  by  water  of  the  head  of  the  Ohio, 
and  if  Kentucky  goes  with  us,  as  she  will  do  if  not  withheld  by  the 
State— of  that  portion  of  Virginia,  it  will  give  the  Confederacy  such  a 
control  of  the  Ohio  Biver  as  would  enable  them  to  get  better  terms 
with  reference  to  the  navigation  of  other  rivers  not  within  their  bound- 
ary— for  instance,  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  Missouri,  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  perhaps  other  desirable  waters. 

Leaving  these  views  of  the  subject,  there  is  another  one  which  ought 
never  to  be  lost  sight  of  by  a  Virginia  statesman.    If  a  new  State  is 
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made,  then  yoa  may  dei>end  upon  it  that  it  will  be  not  only  a  free  State, 
bat  a  bitter  abolition  one.  The  very  fact  of  separation  will  make  them 
bitterly  hostile  to  Virginia  and  all  her  institutions,  and  will  carry  abo- 
lidonism  up  to  the  very  valley  of  Virginia.  Border  quarrels  will 
always  occur  and  reprisals  will  be  made.  That  will  lead  to  hostile  in- 
cursions, and  that  to  a  border  warCsire,  so  that  war  in  &ct  will  exist, 
though  no  war  be  declared. 

I  could  fill  a  quire  of  paper  with  reasons  why  thatcountry  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  slough  off,  and  while  we  are  engaged  in  war  I  think 
that  our  true  policy  would  be  to  hold  it,  even  if  in  doing  so  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  stain  every  square  foot  of  its  soil  with  human  blood. 
Yours,  &C.,  veiy  respectfully, 

HEimT  J.  FISHEB. 

(ladonemsnt.] 

Executive  Department,  October  26, 1801. 

This  letter  is  from  a  gentleman  of  great  reliabUity  and  intelligence, 
and  contains  many  suggestions,  some  of  which  I  regard  as  worthy  of 
consideration.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  referred  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  LETCHEB. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  Dickersonj  October  23, 1861. 

His  Excellency  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  plan  detailed  in  my  late  dispatohes,  I  have 
arrived  at  a  point  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kanawha  5  miles  below  Fay- 
ette Gourt-House:  occupied  a  strategical  point  famous  for  its  strength 
named  Cotton  Hill,  and  hold  the  ferries  which  lead  from  it  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  I  have  with  me,  when  all  my  troops  shall  have  come 
into  camp,  some  4,000  men.  The  enemy  occupy  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  immediately  opposite,  with  a  la^ ge  force — ^not  less,  I  have  reason 
to  believe,  than  13,000  men.  Their  whole  camp  is  in  full  view,  and  we 
have  daily  skirmishes.  When  I  arrived  in  the  neighborhood  they  had 
2,000  men  on  this  side,  and  had  made  known  their  intention  to  occupy 
and  fortify  Cotton  Hill,  which  they  declared  capable  of  defense,  if  for- 
tified, against  100,000  men ;  but  on  my  advance  they  retreated  with 
precipitation  to  the  other  bank.  Their  present  position  is  admirably 
selected.  It  is  nothing  less  than  the  key  to  the  northwest  and  the 
Kanawha  Valley.  The  powerful  army  which  they  have  assembled  there 
and  the  fortifications  which  they  have  erected  around  evince  their  de- 
termination to  hold  it  permanently,  and  I  have  received  some  informa- 
tion, though  not  certain,  of  re-eoforcements  on  the  way  to  it  from  the 
State  of  Ohio.  In  this  position — the  fork  of  the  Gauley  and  New  Biv- 
ers — they  command  the  Kanawha  Biver,  by  which  steamboats  laden 
with  supplies  come  within  6  miles  of  their  headquarters,  as  I  witnessed 
to-day  with  my  own  eyes.  They  command,  also,  the  roads  to  Clarks- 
burg and  the  northwest,  which  they  have  put  in  peifect  order  by  em- 
ploying on  them  the  labor  of  all  their  prisoners  and  all  Hie  secessionists 
in  the  country  which  they  have  overrun.  In  this  position,  also,  they 
are  always  ready  to  strike  Lewisburg  whenever  the  Confederate  force 
at  Sewell  Mountain  and  Meadow  Blufi'  is  removed.  To  keep  their  posi- 
tion is  clearly  their  most  important  object  and  purpose  in  Western  Vir- 
ginia.   To  d[islodge  them  is  equally  important  to  us.    I  have  reconnoi- 
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tered  the  country  below  our  two  camps  with  that  view,  and  I  find  it  esuty 
to  do  so  with  proper  foiV^e.  I  have  only  to  seize  the  river  and  rwuU 
between  them  and  the  Ohio,  and  the  base  of  their  operations  is  at  once 
destroyed.  They  would  be  forced  to  come  and  fight  me  in  the  positions 
which  I  would  choose,  or  retreat  by  their  roads  to  Clarksburg  and  the 
northwest,  and  abandon  the  whole  of  the  Kanawha  to  the  Confederates. 
This  is  the  action  which  I  i)ropose  to  the  War  Department  and  to  my- 
self. Had  I  now  in  camp  the  whole  force  that  has  been  allotted  to  me 
and  Wise^s  Legion  I  woidd  execute  my  idea  without  a  day's  delay,  but 
with  the  troops  already  here  I  cannot  think  that  it  would  be  a  prudent 
course  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  so  powerfhl.  I  hope  that  the  War  De- 
partment will  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  speedy  arrival  of  re- 
enforcements.  If  I  can  assemble  10,000  men  here  I  shall  dislodge  the 
enemy  and  win  the  whole  Kanawha  before  the  compaign  is  concluded. 
Appended  your  excellency  will  please  find  a  dispatch  from  General 
Ijee,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  road  to  Lewisburg  will  soon  be 
left  under  the  sole  protection  of  Wise's  Legion.*  This  is  an  additional 
reason  for  the  immediate  re-enforcement  of  my  command  at  tiiis  point, 
ibr  should  the  enemy  attempt  the  advance  on  Lewisburg,  while  I  have  a 
sufficient  army  to  cross  the  river  I  can  always  stop  him  in  full  career  by 
cutting  his  communication  and  supplies. 
I  am.  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha. 


BiOHHOND,  Ya.,  October  24, 1861. 
General  G.  W.  Smith: 

My  Dsab  General:  I  did  not  forget  your  request  in  relation  to 
Lieutenant  Bandal.  His  case  has  been  examined,  and  it  appears  that 
one  case,  of  which  he  and  many  others  might  justly  complain,  does  exist. 
It  was  an  error,  but  how  can  it  be  remedied  f  More  officers  who  ranked 
Lieutenant  Bandal  by  former  commission  are  in  our  service  than  could 
be  appointed  to  the  grade  of  captain,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  him 
that  grade  and  thus  restore  his  relative  position  to  Ghilds.  The  oth^ 
cases  are  those  of  engineers,  a  corps  not  having  lieutenants,  and  the 
members  of  which  were  selected  for  their  special  qualifications.  Before 
the  case  was  referred  back  to  me  he  had  concluded  it  by  agreement  with 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  hope  satisfactorily  to  him.  Ton  ask  for 
his  appointment  as  inspector-general.  By  reference  to  the  law  of  organi- 
zation you  will  see  that  no  such  office  is  provided  for. 

My  meaning  in  relation  to  the  revival  of  your  ideas  of  the  vsJue  of 
rank  was  that  you  should  regard  field  officers'  po8t«»  belonging  to  age 
or  extraordinary  merit,  and  that  a  soldier,  instead  of  scouting  l£e  grade 
of  brigadier-general,  might  consider  it  high  enough  to  repay  the  labor 
of  a  life.  Tour  recommendations  indicated  a  disregard  of  the  propriety 
of  passing  through  the  various  steps,  as  they  contemplated  the  long 
leaps  known  rather  to  militia  than  regular  troops. 

I  will  not  argue  further  the  question  of  the  number  of  generals  re- 
quired for  an  army  as  small  as  yours  was  stated  to  be,  and  see  no  rela- 
tion to  the  matter  in  the  following  sentence  used  by  you:  ^'  Now,  because 
our  rank  and  file  have  been  so  much  weakened  by  disease,  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  the  reduced  force  can  be  more  easily  made  to  beat  the 
enemy  than  when  it  was  at  its  full,  efficient  strength."    The  whole  force 

•See  Lee  to  Floyd,  October  S»,  p,  OOS, 
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for  duty  was  a  little  larger  than  when  the  enemy  was  beaten,  the  nnm- 
ber  of  generals  had  been  more  than  proportionately  increased,  and  the 
ODly  supposition  presented  was  that  a  farther  and  great  augmentation 
of  generals  was  necessary.  To  assume  that  eight  regiments  are  enough 
for  a  major-general's  command,  wiUiout  regard  being  had  to  the  numl^r 
of  men  in  a  regiment,  you  must  have  resorted  to  some  other  reason  than 
that  of  the  length  of  the  line  to  be  occupied,  which  was,  I  thought,  the 
strongest  urged  in  our  conversation.  The  remedy  of  recruiting  the 
ranks  which  you  propose  when  regiments  are  reduced  is  more  easily 
proposed  than  applied  to  the  twelve-months'  volunteers,  who  comix>se 
the  greater  portion  of  your  army. 

The  recent  victory  at  Leesburg  must  have  a  i>owerful  effect,  but  can 
hardly  change  the  enemy's  plan,  though  it  may  postpone  its  execution. 
We  have  reports  of  the  embarkation  of  a  large  force  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

General  Magruder  expects  an  immediate  attack  at  Torktown.  There 
is  reason  to  believe  a  descent  will  be  made  on  the  coast  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  I  am  looking  all  round  to  see  where  the  3,000  troops  we  have 
here  shall  be  first  and  most  needed.  Oh,  that  we  had  plenty  of  arms 
and  a  short  time  to  raise  the  men  to  use  them  I 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFEESOK  DAVIS. 


Charlestown,  Jefferson  County,  Virginia, 

Oi5UA>er  24,  1861. 
Hon.  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Secretary  of  State: 

Dear  Sir:  In  consequence  of  my  absence  from  home  it  was  only 
last  night  that  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter,  and  I  exceedingly 
regret  that  there  is  a  iiiisconception  of  our  wishes  at  the  War  Depart- 
ment in  reference  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ashby's  promotion.  Our 
main  object  in  asking  that  he  be  advanced  to  a  full  colonelcy  is  that  we 
may  thereby  be  enabled  to  organize  under  him  an  additional  force  of 
several  hundred  young  men  who  are  anxious  to  be  attached  to  his 
command,  but  will  not  volunteer  under  another  colonel.  If  they  organ- 
ize under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ashby  now  they  will  constitute  a  portion 
of  Colonel  McDonald's  command,  and  although  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ashby  is  at  present  detached  from  McDonald's  regiment  he  is  under 
his  orders,  and  the  young  men  I  speak  of  wish  to  be  assured  that 
Ashby  alone  shall  command  their  regiment. 

The  condition  of  our  border  is  beooming  more  alarming  every  day. 
Ko  night  passes  without  some  infamous  outrage  upon  our  loyal  citi- 
zens. Ashby's  force  is  too  small  to  prevent  these  things,  but  if  he  be 
made  a  colonel,  and  those  he  has  with  him  now  be  re-enforced  by  the 
volunteers  ready  to  rally  to  his  regiment,  I  promise  you  that  a  better 
state  of  things  will  exist  up  here.  I  am  reluctant  to  make  suggestions 
to  those  who  are  so  much  better  qualified  to  conduct  affairs,  but  I  trust 
it  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  in  me  to  say  that  it  would  also  be 
well  to  make  Ashby  provost-marshal  for  the  river  counties  of  Jefferson, 
Berkeley,  and  Morgan.  These  counties  are  infested  with  traitors.  They 
cannot  be  controU^  or  guarded  against  unless  some  one  be  invested 
with  authority  to  deal  with  them  as  they  deserve.  They  defy  all  au- 
thority now,  and  are  in  daily  communication  with  the  enemy,  as  we 
have  reason  to  believe.  The  enemy  along  the  canal  has  been  re-en- 
forced, and  yesterday  I  noticed  them  busy  building  a  raft  or  boat  at 
Dam  Ko.  4,  and  also  that  coal  continues  to  be  sent  down  the  canal. 

I  have  just  written  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  hope  that 
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yoa  will  favor  as  with  yoar  good  offices  in  securing  the  fiill  colonelcy 
for  Ashby.  A  part  of  his  present  force  is  militia,  and  they  are  com- 
manded by  full  colonels,  who  rank  Ashby,  which  makes  some  difficulty 
always,  and  which  was  the  source  of  a  serious  trouble  to  Ashby  in  his 
fight  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  Wednesday  last,  which  I  myself  had  occasion 
to  notice  there. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  BOTELEB. 


BiCHMOND,  Va.,  October  25, 1861. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUBEaABD: 

My  Dear  General:  Your  letters  of  October  20  and  21  have  just 
been  referred  to  me^*  and  I  hasten  to  reply,  without  consulting  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  This  enables  me  to  say,  without  connecting  his  expres- 
sions of  feeliog  with  the  present  case,  that  you  have  alike  his  admira- 
tion and  high  personal  regard,  evinced  by  so  many  signs  that  it  cannot 
be  to  me  a  matter  of  doubt.  As  the  essence  of  offense  is  the  motive  with 
which  words  are  spoken,  I  have  thus,  it  is  hoped,  removed  the  gravest 
part  of  the  transaction. 

You  were  unquestionably  wrong  in  the  order  to  recruit  a  company  for 
the  Provisional  Army.  The  Cougress,  with  jealous  care,  reserved  to  the 
men  of  such  companies  the  power  of  selecting  their  own  officers.  The 
Executive  could  not  recruit  a  company  except  for  the  Begular  Aiiny, 
and  as  provided  by  law;  to  that  extent  he  could  delegate  his  power  to 
generals  in  the  field,  but  he  could  not  do  more.  I  presume  the  objection 
was  not  that  it  was  to  be  a  rocket  battery,  but  was  to  the  recruiting  of 
a  company  for  special  service,  the  commander  having  been  selected,  not 
by  the  men,  but  the  Confederate  authority.  More  than  half  the  con- 
troversies between  men  arise  from  difference  of  education  and  habits  of 
thought.  The  letter  in  relation  to  the  law  of  organization  was  written 
like  a  lawyer,  and  had  it  been  addressed  to  one  of  that  profession  would 
not  probably  have  wounded  his  sensibilities,  except  in  so  £ar  as  to  pro- 
voke debate  upon  the  accuracy  of  his  position;  but  it  was  addressed  to 
a  soldier,  sensitive  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  motives,  and  careless  about 
the  point  which  I  am  sure  the  Secretary  intended  alone  to  present,  inat- 
tention to,  or  misconstruction  of,  the  laws  governing  the  case.  He  desired 
that  your  position  should  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  you,  and  that  the 
freest  scope  should  be  given  for  the  exercise  of  your  genius  and  gallan- 
try in  the  further  maintenance  of  the  cause  which  amid  the  smoke  and 
blaze  of  battle  you  have  three  times  illustrated.  Prompted  by  that  de- 
sire, he  anticipated  my  purpose,  which  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
to  place  you  in  the  immediate  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  by 
referring  to  an  order  which  would  soon  be  issued  and  which  he  hoped 
would  be  satisfactory  to  you. 

Now,  my  dear  sir,  let  me  entreat  you  to  dismiss  this  small  matter 
from  your  mind.  In  the  hostile  masses  before  you,  you  have  a  subject 
more  worthy  of  your  contemplation.  Your  country  needs  all  of  yoor 
mind  and  of  your  heart.  You  have  given  cause  to  expect  all  which  man 
can  do,  and  your  fame  and  her  interests  require  that  your  energies  should 
have  a  single  object.  My  prayers  always  attend  you,  and,  with  confi- 
dence, I  turn  to  you  in  the  hour  of  peril. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

JBFFBBSON  DAVIS. 

P.  S.— The  Secretary  has  not  seen  your  letter,  and  I  will  not  inform 
him  as  to  this  correspondence. 

*  Not  found. 
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Headquarters  First  Corps,  Armt  op  the  Potomac, 

Near  CentreviUej  Octcber  25, 186L 
General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  aiul  Inspector  General^  Eiehmandj  Va, : 

General.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  com- 
munication from  the  War  Department,  dated  19th  instant,  which,  set- 
ting out  with  the  assumption  that  an  order  of  that  Department  had  not 
been  obeyed,  calls  for  an  explanation  of  the  obstacles  which  have  pre- 
vented *^  compliance  with  its  order,"  and  in  reply  to  which  I  have  to 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  as  follows : 

Although  satisfied  that  there  were  no  arms  in  the  hands  of  troops  of 
this  corps  not  required  for  the  ultimate  wants  of  the  several  regiments 
to  which  they  had  been  issued,  that  is,  which  would  not  be  ue^ed  by 
the  returning  sick  and  recruits,  I  directed  the  acting  inspector-general 
of  the  corps — ^a  field  officer — to  look  after  these  alleged  surplus  arms, 
which  he  has  done,  so  far  as  was  practicable,  and  thus  far  with  the 
result  anticipated ;  that  is,  no  really  surplus  arms  have  been  found. 

The  constant  shifting  of  regiments,  however,  their  incessant  occupa- 
tion with  outpost  duties,  and  the  daily  engrossing  incidents  and  engage- 
ments of  the  service  of  this  army  corps  at  this  time,  in  the  presence  of 
a  powerful  enemy,  making  the  execution  of  the  order  difficult,  have  led 
ine  not  to  give  as  much  thought  to  this  investigation  as  I  might  other- 
wise have  done,  and  have  perchance  unduly  diminished  its  importance 
in  my  mind.  I  shall,  however,  detail  another  field  officer  to  take  up 
this  investigation,  and  collect  any  arms  he  may  find  not  in  hands  of 
men  who  require  them.  Meanwhile,  in  order  that  I  may  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Department  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  orders  in  ques- 
tion, permit  me  to  ask  whether  it  is  designed  that  arms  of  the  absent 
sick  shall  be  sent  to  Richmond  or  left  to  me  (for  my  corps),  to  be  dis- 
posed of  under  the  existing  practice ;  that  is,  according  to  the  orders  a 
copy  of  which  I  append. 

Eespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Oeneraly  Commanding, 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  Second  Oorps,  A.  P., 

CentreviUej  October  25, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  [of  2l8t  instant]  informing  me  that  I  have 
been  assigned  to  the  command  of  "  the  Valley  District  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Northern  Virginia,"  I  have  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  honor  conferred,  and  my  readiness  promptly  to  comply  with 
the  order  when  received,  though  it  separates  me  from  the  brigade  which 
I  had  hoped  to  command  through  the  war. 

Availing  myself  of  your  kind  offer  to  receive  suggestions  from  me 
respecting  the  defense  of  that  section  of  the  State,  I  would,  before  visit- 
ing that  region  of  the  State,  and  ascertaining  what  troops,  stores,  and 
ot£er  means  of  defense  are  on  hand,  barely'  request  that,  if  you  have 
a  good  and  available  engineer  officer,  you  would  direct  him  to  report 
to  me,  and  that  you  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  send  me  troops  for  the 
war,  and  keep  the  supplies,  especially  of  arms,  beyond  the  immediate 
wants  of  the  forces.  Men  are  more  ready  to  volunteer  when  told  that 
they  can  be  immediately  armed  and  equipped. 
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Hoping,  through  the  troops  and  sapplieB  that  you  may  fbmiah,  soon 
to  see  an  efficient  army  in  the  valley,  I  remain,  most  respectfally,  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

T,  J.  JACKSON, 
MqforGeHeralj  P.  A.  O.  8. 


Gentbeyillb,  October  25, 1861. 
Oeneral  8;  Coopbb, 

Aifljutant  and  ImpeGtor  Oeneral^  Eiohm4md : 

Genebal  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  copy  of  General  Orden, 
No.  15  [October  22]. 

Under  that  order  all  the  cavaky  of  this  army  is  to  belong  to  the  First 
Division,  Major-General  Van  Dorn's.  I  beg  this  arrangement  may  be 
reconsidered  by  the  administration.  All  the  cavalry  of  the  army  is  now 
employed  on  ontpost  duty.  The  officer  at  the  head  of  that  service 
(Brigadier-General  Staart)  should  be  under  the  immediate  orders  of  the 
commander  of  the  army,  and  make  his  reports  to  and  receive  his  in- 
structions fh>m  him.  In  like  manner,  in  battle,  the  commanding  general 
mast  keep  under  his  own  control  the  largest  portion  of  the  cavalry,  so 
that  General  Van  Dorn's  division  would  actually  become  the  weakest  m 
the  aimy,  although  he  is  the  senior  m^jor general,  with  high  reputation. 
Should  tne  cavalry  be  placed  with  a  division  of  infan^,  it  must  be 
kept  out  of  position,  either  for  its  daily  service  of  observing  the  enemy 
or  to  play  its  part  in  battle.  Its  pickets  now  cover  a  front  of  some  20 
miles.  To  collect  its  regiments  in  a  division  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
line  would  produce  great  inconvenience,  while  the  loss  of  time  iu  re- 
polling  to  the  seneral  of  division  instead  of  to  the  commanding  general 
might  lead  to  disaster.  For  these  reasons  I  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  cavalry  brigade  be  not  included  in  any  division,  but  left  under  the 
immediate  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  and  that  the  First  Divis- 
ion be  increased  by  an  equal  force  of  infantry. 

I  regret  very  much  that  we  have  not  cavalry  enough  to  give  Maj. 
Gen.  E.  Van  Dom  a  division  of  troops  of  that  arm. 
Very  res|)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeneral. 


Special  Obobbs,  )     Hbabquabtbbs  Abmy  op  thb  Potomac, 
No.  462.  i  October  26, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Cadmus  M.  Wilcox,  P.  A.  0.  S.,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Fifth  Brigade,  Second  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
will  be  obeyed  accordingly. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston: 

THOS.  G.  EHBTT, 
A89ietant  A^{iutanU€^eneraL 


RiOHMOiO),  October  27, 1861. 
Governor  John  Letcheb,  Present : 

Deab  Sib:  We  are  in  ver>  urgent  straits  for  powder^hich  is  being 
required  on  all  sides  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  of  Virginia.  Dur- 
ing your  absence  the  Secretary  of  State  gave  me  an  order  for  500  bar- 
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rels  of  rifle  powder,  to  be  sent  at  once  to  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
who  made  a  pressing  request  for  its  immediate  transmission,  but  I  learn 
that  your  chief  of  oiSnance  has  suspended  the  order.  There  are  also  75 
barrels  of  cannon  powder  in  the  Bellona  Arsenal,  which  it  would  be  very 
imi>ortant  to  send  to  General  Magruder  for  the  heavy  guns  recently  sent 
to  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point.  Gould  you  not  do  me  the  favor  to 
put  this  powder  at  my  disposal  f  I  will  settle  for  it  on  any  reasonable 
terms,  and  it  shall  not  be  used  out  of  the  State. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — ^I  am  told  that  you  have  four  12-pounder  bronze  howitzers  not 
in  use.  General  Johnston  is  constantly  asking  for  howitzers,  and  I  will 
send  them  also  to  him  if  you  will  let  me  have  tbem. 


BiCHMOKDy  October  27, 1861. 

M%j.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  the  Department  ofAquia : 

SiB:  Intelligence  has  reached  this  Department  from  various  sources 
that  the  Fedend  fleet  in  Hampton  Roads,  with  25,000  men,  is  destined 
for  the  Bapi>ahannock  Biver,  with  the  view  of  executing  a  flank  move- 
ment upon  your  command.  I  think  it  prop^  to  give  you  warning  of 
the  reported  plan  of  attack,  though  the  intimation  of  their  intention 
to  make  such  a  movement  may  have  been  thrown  out  to  conceal  their 
real  purpose. 

Colonel  [George  £.]  Pickett,  at  Tappahannock,  has  been  written  to, 
with  orders  to  <^  out  all  the  local  forces  he  can  muster,  armed  with 
their  own  weapons,  do  the  best  he  can,  and  wait  yonr  orders. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J,  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


BiGHHOND,  Va.,  October  27,  1861. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

8iB:  We  have  received  from  several  quarters  information  that  the 
enemy  intend  a  movement  in  force  up  the  Bappahannock,  and  that  he 
has  about  25,000  men  in  the  fleet  now  concentrated  at  Fort  Monroe  for 
that  purpose.  This  may  be  a  feint,  or  the  information,  although  coming 
from  friends,  may  have  been  allowed  to  leak  out  witn  the  view  of  de- 
ceiving us,  yet  it  is  of  sufiicient  importance  to  be  sent  to  yon.  I  send 
a  private  note  to  Colonel  Jordan,  the  adjutant  of  General  Beauregard, 
by  special  messenger.  The  note  incloses  a  communication  in  cipher, 
sent  to  the  President  from  some  unknown  quarter,  and  the  President 
has  an  impression  that  Colonel  Jordan  has  a  key  which  will  decipher 
it.  If  so,  the  contents  will  no  doubt  be  communicated  to  you  by  Gen- 
eral Beauregard,  if  of  any  importance.  We  have  so  many  apparently 
reliable  yet  contradictory  statements  about  the  destination  of  this  great 
expedition,  that  we  are  much  at  a  loss  to  prepare  defense  against  it.  I 
have  ordered  up  four  or  five  unarmed  regiments  from  Georgia  and 
Alabama,  and  hope  tJiey  will  be  here  in  a  day  or  two.    Let  me  know 
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by  telegraph  how  mauy  yon  can  arm,  and  I  will  send  them  at  onoei 
News  £rom  Europe  to-day  assures  us  of  a  very  early  recognition  of  our 
indei>endence  and  of  the  breaking  of  the  blodcade. 
Tonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters  Virginia  Mllitia, 

Winclieaterj  October  27, 1861. 

General  S.  Coover^  Adjutant-Oeneral: 

The  enemy  has  driven  Colonel  McDonald's  forces  from  their  posi- 
tions near  New  Creek  and  Romney.    Mauy  of  them  are  on  their  retreat 
to  Winchester.    Msyor  Funsten  is  at  Blue's  Hotel,  hurt  by  a  fall.    He 
writes  that  it  may  be  a  general  advance  on  Winchester. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  H.  CABSON, 
Brigadier  Oeneralj  Commanding. 


Headquarters  Army  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  IHckersonj  October  27, 1861. 

His  Excellency  the  Seorbtary  of  War  : 

Sir  :  The  re-enforcements  which  have  been,  as  I  am  officially  informed, 
ordered  to  this  command,  have  not,  with  the  exception  of  Waddill^i 
battalion  of  300,  made  their  appearance  or  been  heard  of;  and  owing 
to  the  inevitable  hardship  and  exposures  of  active  operations  so  late  in 
the  season,  my  force  is  daily  diminished.  1  have  not,  it  is  almost  unnec- 
essary to  say,  attempted  the  maneuver  on  the  base  of  the  enemy's  lines 
to  cut  his  supplies  and  communications,  for  my  plans,  as  detailed  in  my 
last  dispatch,  depended  on  an  addition  to  my  strength,  which  I  nov* 
begin  to  despair  of  receiving.  I  am  at  present  busy  in  harassing  and 
annoying  the  enemy  in  front  of  Cotton  Hill,  with  the  hope  that  he  may 
be  provoked  to  come  and  fight  me  in  my  position.  Should  he  do  so,  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  result. 

On  the  24th  of  the  month,  after  reconnoitering  in  person  the  riv^  to 
Loop  Creek,  one  of  its  tributaries,  I  dispatched  Colonel  Clarkson,  with 
160  cavalry,  farther  down,  into  the  counties  of  Putnam  and  Fayette,  to 
neighborhoods  known  to  be  strongly  disaffected,  and  in  which  polls  had 
been  opened  for  the  first  election  of  the  counterfeit  State  of  Kanawha. 
The  expedition  was  highly  successful;  the  election  was  broken  up;  the 
Unionists  fired  on  and  some  of  them  killed,  and  40  prisoners,  notorious 
for  their  hatred  of  the  Confederacy  and  their  robberies  and  crueltie-s  to 
their  sec(^ssionist  neighbors,  brought  prisoners  to  my  camp.  Colonel 
Clarkson  reconuoitered  the  Kanawha  Eiver  for  many  miles,  discovering 
several  posts  of  the  enemy,  and  firing  into  a  steamboat  laden  with  sup- 
plies on  its  way  up  to  their  camp.  The  pilot  and  other  persons  on  it 
were  killed  or  wounded  and  the  boat  visibly  damaged,  but  for  want  of 
means  to  board  we  were  unable  to  capture  it. 

I  am  now  preparing  batteries  on  the  mountain  side  which  will  com- 
mand the  road  along  the  river  to  the  enemy's  camp,  by  which  they  re- 
ceive their  supplies  after  they  leave  the  steamboat.  I  hope  to  open  fire 
to-morrow  morning,  and  ttdnk  that  they  will  cause  such  serious  incon- 
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venience  and  ii^aiy^  that  the  enemy  will  perhaps  cross  and  give  me  bat- 
tle under  the  conditions  which  I  demand  for  saocess.  Bnt  if  the  enemy 
will  not  do  so,  and  persists  in  holding  on  to  his  present  position  against 
all  temptations  and  invitations,  his  tbrce  is  so  i>owerfu],  and  mine  so 
smaU,  that  I  shall  be  unable  to  do  anything  with  him  unless  the  Depart- 
ment can  prevail  on  General  Lee  to  make  a  movement  against  his  front. 
My  march  to  this  i>oint  is  only  part  of  a  larger  plan.  By  it  General 
Lee,  with  his  large  army  on  Sewell  Mountain,  should  have  operated 
on  the  front  of  t£e  enemy,  while  I  made  my  way  through  a  desert  to 
attack  his  flank.  I  have  done  my  i)art  of  this  work,  but  I  have  not 
heard  of  Gkueral  Lee's  movements,  and  unless  he  should  make  them 
speedily,  I  fear  that  this  campaign  must  end  without  any  decisive  re- 
sult, and  that  all  the  force  lately  assembled  around  Sewell  Mountain 
will  be  of  no  profit  to  the  war. 

In  the  mean  time  I  await  anxiously  the  views  of  the  Department  as  to 
the  proper  winter  quarters  for  the  troops  under  my  command.    I  have 
already  placed  the  Department  in  fhll  possession  of  my  own  ideas,  and 
pray  that  it  may  speedily  decide  upon  them. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Oamtnanding  Army  of  Kanawha, 


Oentrevuxe,  October  28, 1861. 

President  Davis  : 

Informant  in  Washington  says  marine  exi)edition  is  aimed  at  Cape 
Fear  Biver  and  occupation  of  Wilmington,  Smithville,  and  Fayette- 
ville  Arsenal,  North  Carolina. 

THOMAS  JOBDAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General 


BiCHMOND,  October  28, 1861. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  Centreville: 

Just  heard  from  Norfolk  that  the  enemy's  gr^at  fleet  is  going  to  sea, 
thus  indicating  that  the  threat  of  attack  on  the  Bappahanuock  was  in- 
tended to  deceive  us. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Actinfi  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Obdebs,  )  Abjt.  and  Insp.  Gsn.'b  Office, 

No.  192.  i  Eichmondy  October  28, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

Yll.  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  Provisional  Army,  is  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Valley  District  in  the  Department  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, and  will  proceed  to  establish  his  headquarters  at  Winchester,  or 
such  other  point  as  he  may  select. 

•  e  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHBBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerat, 
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BiCHHOND,  October  29, 1861. 

General  Joskph  E.  Johnston,  CentreviUe : 

Jast  received  a  dispatch  from  Gheneral  Hager  informing  me  that  thirty- 
six  steamers  and  one  transport  steamer  have  gone  to  sea  this  morning 
and  two  went  yest.erday.  This,  I  think,  removes  all  probability  of  an 
attack  on  the  Lower  Potomac  or  the  Rappahannock. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
AcHng  Secretary  of  War, 


EiCHMOND,  October  29, 1861. 

Gheneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  CentreviUe,  Va. : 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  seen  General  Wigfall,  and  find  from  my 
conversation  with  him  that  yt>a  cannot  have  understood  my  note  in  rela- 
tion to  Captain  Montgomery.  I  had  no  funds  in  the  appropriations  from 
which  I  could  pay  for  recruiting,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  him, 
left  him  subject  to  your  orders,  but  with  no  idea  of  interfering  in  any 
way  with  any  arrangement  you  might  make  for  the  command  of  the  bat- 
tery. I  merely  suggested  (not  knowing  that  there  was  any  charge 
against  him)  that  it  might  be  well  to  let  him  leam  how  to  manage  his 
battery  under  the  command  of  the  officer  you  had  chosen,  but  even  this 
was  a  mere  suggestion,  to  be  adopted  or  not  at  your  discretion.  Wig- 
£Edl  says  that  the  men  won't  obey  Montgomery,  and  that  he  is  not  fit  to 
command,  but  that  you  wish  to  avoid  a  court-martial,  as  they  are  inef- 
fective and  troublesome  machines  with  volunteers.  This  may  all  be  very 
true,  but  what  are  we  to  do  f  I  know  of  no  other  means  of  getting  rid  of 
an  incompetent  or  unworthy  officer.  The  President  has  no  power  to  dis- 
miss him.  I  leave  the  whole  matter  to  you  to  do  the  best  you  can,  and 
have  written  these  few  lines  only  to  remove  the  impression  that  I  de- 
sired at  all  to  interfere  with  the  command  of  the  battery,  as  ordered  by 
you. 

I  have  explained  to  Wig&ll  that  the  two  Texas  regiments  remainiog 
here  have  been  detained  solely  to  aid  in  repulsing  the  enemy  in  the 
event  of  his  landing  on  the  Peninsula  or  on  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  the  rear  of  our  defenses  at  Norfolk.  By  Thursday  evexiing  we 
shall  know  positively  whether  they  have  gone  farther  south  than  Hat- 
teras.  in  which  event  1  will  send  you  up  the  two  regiments  immediately. 
I  will  also,  I  hope,  have  two  or  three  Georgia  regiments  here  about  the 
same  time  to  receive  the  arms  you  have  on  hand. 

I  have  told  General  Cooper  to  let  you  retain  General  Jackson  during 
the  present  emergency,  but  as  soon  as  the  battle  is  fought,  or  all  diance 
of  conflict  is  at  an  end,  I  am  anxious  to  get  him  into  the  Valley  Dis- 
trict, where  he  ei\joys  the  fullest  confidence  of  the  people,  and  where  we 
hope  with  his  aid  to  organize  a  very  respectable  force. 
Tours,  &c, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 


BiGHHOND,  October  29, 1861. 

Col.  Angus  W.  McDonald,  Wincheeter^  Ya. : 

Colonel  :  I  am  desired  to  inform  yon,  in  answer  to  your  communi- 
cation of  t<he  20th  instant,  that  Mfy.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson  has  been 
ordered  to  the  command  of  the  VaUey  District,  extending  frt>m  the 
Blue  Bidge  to  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  with  full  powers  to  act  in  all 


Cbap.ZIY.J  COBBESPONDEKCE,   ETC. — COMFEDESATE.  927 

matters  relating  to  the  defense  of  that  district  and  the  military  opera- 
tions therein.  Gheneral  Jackson,  as  chief  in  command  of  the  district, 
will  also  regulate  and  direct  the  subject  of  winter  qnarters,  to  which 
you  refer. 

Very  respeotftdly.  &c, 

B  H.  CHILTON, 
A$9i8tant  A^iutant-Oeneral. 


BiOHMOin),  Oetoher  29, 1861. 

Col.  OEOBaS  E.  PlOKETT, 

Commandingj  dtCj  Fart  Lawry : 

CoLOi^KL :  Toors  of  the  28th  instant,  by  special  messenger^as  duly 
received  this  morning,  and  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who 
greatly  regrets  his  inability  to  send  you  re-enforcements.*  He  has, 
however,  directed  a  supply  of  percussion  arms  and  ammunition  to  be 
forwarded  to  yon  with  the  least  practicable  delay.  It  is  impossible  to 
furnish  you  with  the  rifled  cannon  mentioned  in  your  communication. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Hbadquabtess  Abhy  of  Kanawha, 

Camp  Dickera&nj  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  Sbobetaby  of  Wab: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  furnish  me  as  speedily 
as  possible  two  12  pounder  rifled  guns  and  two  24-pounder  rifled  how- 
itzers. In  my  present  position  I  feel  very  seriously  the  want  of  heavy 
artillery,  and  am  quite  satisfied  that  if  I  had  it  I  could  bring  the  cam- 
paign to  a  snccessfal  close.  I  hold  the  left  bank  of  New  Biver  and 
am  in  command  of  all  its  ferries.  From  the  river  bluffs  are  plainly 
seen  the  several  encampments  of  the  enemy  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Hawk's  Nest  Some  of  these  positions  can  be  reached,  from  which 
with  such  guns  as  I  ask  for  the  enemy  could  not  only  be  dislodged 
from  his  positions,  but  the  navigation  of  the  Kanawha  cut  off  and  its 
ferries  commanded.  Could  this  be  effected  one  of  two  alternatives  is 
left  him— either  to  fight  me  in  my  own  positions  or  to  retreat  out  of 
the  valley  through  the  northwest.  With  6-ponnder  guns  such  as  I 
have  I  cannot  engage  with  certainty  of  success  the  pieces  of  the  enemy, 
superior  in  number,  range,  caliber,  and  metal.  Any  position  which  I 
can  gain,  and  fh>m  which  the  enemy's  can  be  reached,  can  be  brought 
within  range  of  his  guns.  With  guns  of  power  equal  to  or  approximate 
ing  that  of  his  I  would  attack  him  with  a  strong  conviction  of  success. 

I  earnestly  but  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  matter,  with 
the  request  that  you  will  inform  me  at  once  whether  the  gnns  can  be 
fctmished. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Commanding  Army  of  Kanawha. 

*  Not  found. 
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Bbookk's  Station,  October  29, 18G1. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Ad  intelligent  soldier  sent  from  Evansport  across  the  river  reports 
15,000  of  the  enemy  there,  with  eighty  pieces  of  field  artillery,  to  pre- 
vent ns  from  crossing,  and  the  batteries  are  to  be  attacked  as  soon 
as  their  vessels  can  be  prepared.  He  heard  nothing  of  the  expedition 
fYt)m  below,  mentioned  by  Van  Gamp.  He  crossed  back  this  morning 
at  Mathias  Point. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-  OeneraL 


Centreville,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

My  Dear  Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  27th  instant  has  been  received,  with 
its  inclosnre.  The  note  in  cipher  was  addressed  to  me — that  is,  to 
Thomas  John  Rayford,  a  name  I  adopted  before  leaving  Washington, 
for  purposes  of  cipher  correspondence  with  Mrs.  Greenhow,  by  whom 
the  note  probably  was  written.  As  you  will  perceive  from  the  trans- 
lation inclosed,  the  subject-matter  is  unimportant  I  say  Mrs.  G.  prob- 
ably wrote  the  note,  but  it  is  quite  possible  she  did  not,  and  that  it  is  a 
shallow  device  of  the  enemy  to  entice  into  a  correspondence  which  shall 
fall  into  their  hands.  This  is  the  best  light  to  view  it,  as  a  correspond- 
ence with  her  or  further  use  of  that  cipher  is  useless.  This  cipher  I  ar- 
ranged last  April.  Being  my  first  attempt,  and  hastily  devised,  it  may 
be  deciphered  by  any  expert,  as  I  found  after  use  of  it  for  a  time.  I 
accordingly  would  have  discarded  it  long  since  had  Mrs.  G.  escaped  de^ 
tection,  and  had,  indeed,  arranged  a  cipher  to  send  her  just  as  she  was 
arrested.  The  War  Department  at  Washington  came  into  possession 
of  one  of  her  letters  in  this  cipher,  and  by  its  aid  ought  to  have  worked 
out  the  key.  That  does  not  matter,  as  of  course  I  used  it  with  but  the 
lady,  and  with  her  it  has  served  our  purpose,  including  the  one  great 
service  of  saving  General  Bonham  from  a  disastrous  surprise  on  the  17th 
of  July.  I  hear  from  another  source  that  a  reward  is  offered  for  the 
key.  1  am  inclined  to  furnish  it  through  a  person  in  Washington,  and 
let  the  friend  get  the  consideration,  for,  I  repeat,  the  possession  of  the 
key  can  do  them  no  possible  good  now,  nor  can  it  prejudice  any  one. 
My  suspicion  has  been  excited  by  the  way  the  value  of  the  key  is  dwelt 
upon  in  this  note  and  the  desire  to  get  at  it  on  part  of  enemy,  for  I  can- 
not doubt  that  an  expert  could  unravel  it. 

1  know  not  who  wrote  the  letter  signed  A.  M.  H.  The  place  of  attack 
he  indicates  is  one  that  Dr.  Van  Camp  has  just  come  here  to  inform  ns 
has  actually  been  determined  on  as  the  place  of  descent  by  the  Annap- 
olis armada.  Callan,  clerk  of  Senate  Military  Committee,  is  informant. 
It  is  doubted  here,  however,  but  the  army  has  been  put  in  order  for  snch 
an  exigency. 

Last  night  I  telegraphed  information  sent  me  that  Cape  Fear  River, 
Smithville,  &c.,  were  the  real  points  of  attack.  This  came  from  one 
(Washington,  24th  instant)  with  capacity  and  wit  to  make  a  most  effi- 
cient emissary.  Circumstances  have  placed  her  en  rapport  with  me 
lately,  and  I  expect  a  good  deal  of  timely,  acute  observation  of  useful 
character  from  her,  but  as  I  cannot  be  altogether  certain  of  her  faith, 
all  will  be  received  with  caution,  and  nothing  communicated  to  her,  as 
was  my  course,  I  may  also  say,  with  Mrs.  G. .  The  person  in  question 
communicates  the  name  of  an  alien  just  from  Portsmouth,  Ya.,  oue  £. 
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B.  Lookins,  who  is  said  to  have  given  so  mach  information  deemed  of 
value,  that  he  has  already  been  commissioned.  This  man  had  drawings 
of  batteries  in  the  Peninsula.  He,  she  says,  has  a  brother-in-law,  by 
name  of  Ford,  now  in  the  works  at  Sewell's  Point,  from  whom  he  learned 
a  signal  in  use  by  us  when  our  vessels  are  to  run  the  blockade  of  York 
River.  If  there  is  such  a  signal  it  has  been  communicated,  be  assured. 
Generals  Johnston  and  Beauregard  think  the  matter  ought  to  be  exam- 
ined into. 

You  rightly  say  the  events  of  the  last  six  months  seem  all  a  dream. 
The  most  dreamlike  thing  in  the  world's  history  is  the  presence  here  in 
Fairfax  County^  in  the  month  of  October,  1861,  twelve  months  from  the 
time  you  were  in  San  Francisco,  of  two  hostile  armies,  of  formidable 
size,  such  as  now  confront  each  other. 

Be  assured  I  shall  be  pleased  to  be  of  the  least  pensonal  service  to 
you  in  this  quarter. 
Yours,  truly, 

THOMAS  JORDAN. 


Baltimore,  October  29, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

HoNOBED  Sm :  The  gentleman  who  will  hand  you  this  I  have  for- 
warded by  our  Government  route,  as  he  comes  on  very  important  busi- 
ness with  the  Navy  Department.  He  will  also  give  yon  the  Northern 
papers  sent  by  him  up  to  this  day.  I  have  made  arrangements  to  for- 
Wfloxl  them  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  The  gentleman  who  ne- 
gotiated the  purchase  of  the  bonds  has  been  arrested.  I  will,  I  think, 
be  able  to  sell  them  to  other  parties,  and  accomplish  our  object.  Any- 
thing that  I  can  do  for  you  here  let  me  know  immediately.  Any  com- 
municatioii  directed  to  Mr.  Hermange,  Sun  office,  Baltimore,  sent  to  the 
river  by  courier,  will  reach  me  safely.  Direct  inside  to  me.  This  is  a 
better  arrangement  than  the  one  mentioned  in  my  former  letter.  Gren- 
eral  Dix  has  announced  his  intention  of  hanging  me  as  a  spy  if  he  can 
find  me.    That  for  his  intentions. 

With  every  wish  for  the  success  of  our  devoted  cause,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  yours, 

H.  A.  STEWART. 

P.  S. — The  confusion  in  Washington  is  greater  than  after  the  battle 
of  Bull  Run.  An  officer  of  rank  says  he  believes  if  a  decided  attack 
were  made  on  Washington  they  would  capitulate. 


Heabquabtebs  First  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Centremlle^  Fa.,  October  30, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  K.  G.  Evans,  Commanding  at  Leesburgj  Ya. : 

General  :  I  send  you  herewith  the  copy  of  letter  from  General  Stu- 
art, giving  the  i>ositions  and  probable  intentions  of  the  enemy  for  your 
information  and  guidance.*    General  Johnston  says: 

It  indicates,  as  far  as  can  be  relied  on.  a  movement  of  Banks  eastwardly.  Cannot 
General  Evans  ascertain  the  fact  t  Ana  if  the  movement  has  l)een  positively  mode, 
then  let  him  Join  ns ;  that  is,  bv  placins  himself  within  striking  [distance]  of  us,  to 
oonnteraot  the  effect  of  Banks  Joining  McClellan. 

*  Not  foond. 
59  B  B^VOL  V 
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Hence  yoa  must  endeavor  to  ascertain  what  the  enemy  is  about  en  the 
other  side  of  the  Potomac,  and  shotdd  Banks  have  moved  as  above  stated, 
yon  will  act  as  directed  by  General  Johnston,  taking  up  a  new  posi- 
tion, either  to  hold  in  check  the  enemy's  forces  yon  may  have  in  front 
or  to  join  ns  at  a  moment's  notice.  I  suppose  in  rear  of  Ball's  and  Car- 
ter's Mills,  on  Goose  Creek,  would  be  the  best  ones^  then  Gum  Spring 
or  Sudley  Spring  and  Church,  according  to  circumstances  and  the  move> 
ments  of  the  enemy. 

It  would  be  well  for  you  to  dispose  of  all  the  heavy  baggage  of  your 
troops,  which  can  be  sent  to  Manassas  in  wttgons  pressed  into  service 
for  that  special  object,  with  a  guard  of  three  men  from  each  company 
and  a  proper  number  of  non-commissioned  and  commiaisioned  officers. 

You  must  see  to  the  constant  proper  supply  of  provisions,  &o.,  for 
your  whole  command,  keeping  the  latter  always  prepared  to  move  at  a 
moment's  notice,  without,  however,  harassing  or  alarming  the  officers 
and  men,  who  must  understand  that  those  precautions  are  necessary 
for  our  ftiture  strategic  operations. 

HespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

Qeneralj  Commanding. 


BiOHMOND,  October  31,  I86L 

M^j.  Gen.  Eabl  Van  Dobn,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Sib  :  In  the  reorganization  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  your  com- 
mand of  the  First  Division  was  intended  by  the  President  to  be  com- 
posed of  all  the  cavalry,  two  brigades  of  Mississippians,  and  Hampton's 
Legion.  The  infantry  was  attached  to  the  cavaliy,  be<»ui8e  we  had  not 
enough  cavalry  to  form  for  you  a  division.  General  Johnston,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  Northern  Yirginia,  has  suggested  some 
objections  to  this  disposal  of  the  cavalry  which  seem  to  us  well  founded, 
and  has  proposed  that  additional  brigades  of  infantry  be  assigned  to 
your  division,  leaving  the  cavalry  under  his  immediate  separate  com- 
mand. Before,  however,  making  any  change  the  President  will  receive 
your  views  on  the  matter  and  consider  them.  The  objections  made  by 
General  Johnston,  and  to  which  the  President  is  disposed  to  atta<^ 
great  weight,  are: 

That  all  the  cavalry  of  the  an^  is  now  employed  on  ontpott  duty.  The  officer  at  tlie 
head  of  that  service  (Brigadier-General  Stuart)  should  be  under  the  immediate  orden 
of  the  commander  of  the  army,  and  make  his  reports  to  and  receive  his  imtruetions 
from  him.  In  like  manner,  in  battle,  the  commanding  general  must  keep  under  his 
own  control  the  largest  portion  of  the  cavalry,  so  that  General  Van  Dom's  division 
would  actnallv  become  the  weakest  in  the  army,  although  he  is  the  senior  m^jor-grn- 
eraly  with  high  reputation. 

In  addition  to  this  is  the  consideration  that  your  rank  would  entitle 
vou  to  the  right  wing,  and  in  any  battle  that  may  occur  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  present  position  of  the  army  the  ground  to  the  right  is 
unfavorable  for  cavaby,  which  would  of  necessity  be  thrown  to  the  cen- 
ter or  to  the  left,  thus  separating  you  from  eiUier  the  cavidry  or  Uie 
infantry  of  your  division  during  actual  conflict  The  President  is  there- 
fore inclined  to  increase  your  division,  by  the  assignment  of  odier 
infantry  brigades,  to  its  due  strength  in  proportion  to  your  rank,  and  to 
leave  the  cavahy  as  a  separate  command. 
Be  good  enough  to  answer  me  as  promptly  as  possible. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
AcHng  Secretary  of  War. 
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WiNOHESTBB,  (ktober  31, 186L 
General  Ooopbb: 

Befeiring  to  my  letter  of  the  28th  instant  you  will  perceive  that  i>er- 
sonad  considerations  should  restrain  me  from  undertaking  to  give  yoa 
a  detailed  account  of  the  afllur  at  Bomney  on  the  26th  instant.  Duty, 
however,  compels  me  to  report  the  present  condition  of  my  command. 
The  companies  of  Gaptains  Jordan,  Myers,  and  Harper  have  been  ordered 
to  poAt  themselves  at  Cacapon  Bridge,  23  miles  east  of  Bomney.  The 
companies  of  Gaptains  Bowen,  Sheetz,  and  Shands  have  been  ordered  to 
post  themselves  at  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass,  16  miles  east  of  Bomney,  on 
the  Northwestern  turnpike.  This  division  of  the  mounted  force  of  my 
command  has  been  made  owiug  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  quar- 
ters for  all  of  them  at  any  one  point. 

The  artillery  sent  me  has  been  received,  but  neither  ammunition  nor 
harness  accompanied  it. 

I  have  delayed  in  Winchester  thus  long  in  order  that  I  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  again  supplying  my  command  with  the  equipments, 
arms,  ammunition,  baggage,  &c.,  now  so  much  needed  by  them.  I  shall 
leave  to-morrow  for  the  Hanging  Bock  Pass  above  mentioned. 

I  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  me  from  a  relia- 
ble source,  together  with  the  indorsement  upon  it.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANGUS  w.  Mcdonald, 

CoUmelj  Oommanding  Brigade^  C,  8,  Army. 


BiCHMOND,  October  31,  1861. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Gonfedebate  States  : 

Sib  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  exposed  con- 
dition of  Hampshire,  Hardy,  and  the  neighboring  counties  of  this  State, 
and  to  submit  in  the  concisest  terms  some  suggestions  relative  to  the 
subject.  I  beg  to  premise  by  reminding  you  that  the  counties  referred 
to,  now  more  or  less  subjected  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  are  stocked 
with  every  variety  of  farming  product,  liable  to  be  destroyed  or  taken 
at  any  moment,  which  promptness  on  our  part  may  rescue  and  secure, 
and  render  available  for  our  own  purposes.  We  have,  as  you  are  aware, 
recent  accounts,  which  lead  to  the  apprehension  that  Bomney  is  now 
occupied  by  the  enemy  in  force,  about  2,000  strong.  If  energetic  steps 
are  taken  before  they  have  time  to  intrench  themselves,  they  can  be 
easily  dislodged  and  driven  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  The  force 
already  organized  under  Golouel  McDonald  and  the  militia  of  Hamp- 
shire and  Hardy,  if  at  once  concentrated  and  led  by  an  active  and  reso- 
lute man,  would  be  fully  competent  to  effect  this.  Of  the  large  number 
who  have  flocked  to  our  standard  from  Maryland,  said  to  reach  from 
8,000  to  10,000  men,  if  but  2,000  could  be  employed  for  the  purpose  they 
could  unquestionably  talce  Cumberland.  Holding  this  point,  and  co- 
operating with  the  forces  in  the  counties  spoken  of,  they  could  meet 
the  enemy  at  every  point,  and  effectually  protect  that  portion  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  advantages  of  holding  Cumberland,  I  would  respectfully  submit, 
would  be  very  important  to  the  Southern  cause.  I  beg  very  briefly  to 
refer  to  some  of  tbcm.    Cumberland  is  now  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
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Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad.  The  enemy  use  the  facilities  it  fnmishes 
for  assembling  their  forces  and  making  their  preparations  ibr  their 
frequent  raids  into  Virginia.  To  take  it  would  be  to  break  up  their 
stronghold  for  this  purpose.  By  taking  that  place  we  also  break  np 
the  line  of  communication  between  the  east'Cm  and  western  forces  of 
the  enemy.  Wo  also  destroy  the  trade  of  Wheeling,  the  market  for 
whose  manufactured  and  other  products  is  Baltimore.  In  addition,  we 
would  control  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Potomac  Canal,  and  cut 
off  Washington  and  Alexandria  not  only  from  their  supply  of  coal, 
but  also  of  hay,  oats,  and  fodder  for  their  horses,  of  which  they  are 
now  particularly  in  need  since  the  interruption  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Potomac. 

Again,  the  possession  of  Cumberland  might  be  regarded  as  the  initial 
step  towards  obtaining  the  mastery  over  the  railroad  between  that 
XX)int  and  Wheeling,  whether  for  our  own  use  or  for  purposes  of  destme- 
tion.  I  would  further  suggest  that,  supposing  Cumberland  in  our  hands, 
it  would  be  the  great  rallying  point  of  the  secession  citizens  of  Mary- 
land, now  so  harassed  and  oppressed,  and  here  might  be  inaugurated 
the  revolution  destined  to  restore  that  gallant  State  to  liberty.  At  all 
events,  in  this  view  the  moral  effects  would  be  most  auspicious.  Mary- 
land would  regard  the  event  as  an  earnest  of  future  aid,  and  it  would 
spread  hope  and  encouragement  far  and  wide  within  her  borders. 

The  troops  now  in  Cumberland  amount,  I  am  informed,  to  a  full 
regiment  of  the  Home  Guard  and  a  company  of  cavalry  of  180  men. 
They  are  part  of  the  forces  raised  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
Congress  under  the  auspices  of  £x-Gk>vernor  Frank  Thomas.  The 
regiment,  I  know  from  personal  observation,  consists  mostly  of  the 
very  refuse  of  society,  and  is  badly  disciplined  and  officered.  A  sudden 
descent  of  a  force  of  half  their  number  would  scatter  them  to  tHe  winds. 
Nothing  could  be  easier  than  the  surprise  and  capture  of  the  place. 

I  am  informed  by  competent  engineers  that  it  could  be  maile  defensi- 
ble by  but  a  small  body  of  men. 
BespectfuUy, 

C.  H.  McBLAIB, 
Commander^  0.  8.  Navy. 


Abstract  from  return  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  General  Joeeph  E,  Johnston,  C,  8,  Araof, 

commanding,  for  the  month  of  October,  1861. 


Troops. 


First  (Ben aregard's)  Corps — 
Second  (G.  w.  Smith's)  Corps. 

Cavalry  brlgsde  ^tuart's) 

Artillery  corps  (PendletOD).... 


Total 


Present  for  duty. 


Infkntry. 


S 


1,400 
1,209 


%G1& 


i 


19.013 
16,703 


36,610 


CaTnlry. 


62 


181 


103 


a 


oil 


1,487 


a.  308 


Artillery. 


63 
27 


80 
1» 


S 


480 


663 
2,416 


Pi 

I 

I 


.1 

s 


1,273     23,011 


18,063 
1.49C 
663 

44.131 


t 

i 

i 


bC 

< 


28,165 

21.613 

1,800 


<«< 


58,43S 
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Ab0iraot  from  rvtem  of  AqyAa  DUtrUA,  commanded  5y  Mqf.  Gtn.  T.  H.  HolmoB,  for  Oe- 

tober,  lti6I. 


« ■  .1.       II  .  I      » 

EraiispDrt  and  vicinity • 

Hedgeman'a  fknn 

Croaa^iloada 

Camp  Clifton 

Camp  Howe .*.. 

Fort  Lowry...: —••• 

Camp  Potomac 

Marlboroagb  Point • 

HoatbaTille 

Mathiaa  Point 

Camp  Potomac 

lAncaater  County 

Brooke's  Station 

Camp  Potomac •.• 

Gnuul  total » 


Pieaentfor 
dnty; 


m 

22 

8 
81 
82 
85 
84 
30 
20 

4 

4 
14 
87 

2 


891 


1,622 
293 

66 
807 
448 
453 
410 
485 
814 

00 

85 
159 
490 

45 


8»422 

430 

00 

509 


034 

020 

717 

852 

70 

70 

178 

767 

70 


5^887 


8,824 


Abatraetfrom  rotum  tftke  Army  of  tA«  Xorthwe$tf  Brig,  Oai.  W.  W,  Loring,  C.  8,  Army, 

eommandingf  for  the  month  qf  (iotober,  1861. 


Troops. 


Anderson's  'brigade. 
Donelson's  brigade. 
Gilham's  brigade. . . 
Jackson's  brigade.* 
Talii^erro's  brigade 
Other  commands. . . 

Total 


Present  fat  dvt j. 


Inflmtry. 


101 

U8 

67 

100 

90 

93 


575 


I 


1,831 
2,005 
968 
1,184 
1,172 
1,210 


8,371 


Cavslry. 


4 
8 


11 


18 


» 


09 
84 


127 


200 


AxtiUeiy. 


I 


I 


3 
3 
5 


12 


01 


02 

73 

107 


803 


2,237 
2,454 
1,480 
S,000 
1,721 
1,748 


11,700 


Abetraet  from  return  of  the  Sixteenth  Brigade,  Virginim  Militia,  Army  of  ihe  Valley,  com- 
manded hy  Brig.  Gen,  Jamee  M.  Carson,  for  October,  1661. 


Txoops. 


Thirty flrst  Regiment  Virginia  Militia,  Col.  B.  F.  Italdwhi 

Fifty  first  Segimcnt  Virg&ia  Militia,  CoL  C.  E.  Shryock 

Fifty-fifth  Kegiment  Virginia  Militia,  Col.  J.  J.  Grantham 

Bixty-aerenth  Regiment  Virginia  MiUtla,  CoL  J.  Sencendiver , 

Eighty-ninth  Reipment  Virginia  Militia,  CoL  Samuel  Johnston 

Ono  hundred  twenty-second  Regiment  Vtr^ia  Militia,  Col.  W. 
Deazmont 

Grand  total 


Presenter 
dnty. 


20 
21 
11 
15 

10 


108 


09 
09 
1S3 
72 
87 

85 


455 


120 
154 
171 

103 
70 

169 


788 


004 
284 
285 
260 
854 

837 


3,190 
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Heabquabtbbs, 
CewtrevilUj  November  2, 186L 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oenerai : 

Sib  :  Aboat  the  middle  of  October  I  was  visited  at  FeArtax  Gout- 
House  by  a  Mr.  Hunter,  who  had  entered  into  an  engagement  with  the 
War  Department  to  provide  materials  for  and  otherwise  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  huts  for  winter  quarters.  He  expected,  I  understood,  tx> 
have  his  saw-mills  in  operation  in  this  vicinity  within  ten  days  from  tliat 
time.  I  have  not  heard  of  him  since  that  interview.  As  time  is  very 
important  in  the  matter  of  erecting  winter  quarters,  I  respectfully  ask 
that  Mr.  Hunter  be  requested  to  commence  his  operations  without  de- 
lay. 
I  do  not  know  his  address. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

€teierdL 


Headquabtebs, 
OentreviUey  November  2, 1861. 

General  S.  Goopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspeotor  General : 

SiB:  Brigadier-General  Oarson,  now  commanding  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  reports  a  force  under  his  command  of  IKM)  infantry  (militia) 
and  the  same  number  of  cavalry,  including  McDonald's  regiment.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  more  than  half  the  militia  lefb  in  service  at  Win- 
chester by  me  have  been  either  discharged  or  permitted  to  stay  at  home. 
From  the  latest  intelligence  from  that  country  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  may  be  expedient  to  send  Major-General  Jackson  to  his  district 
Brigadier-General  Carson  reports  that  he  has  called  out  three  regiments 
of  infantry  (militia)  from  the  counties  on  the  southwest  of  Winchester. 
I  am  told  by  a  gentleman  just  from  Winchester  that  he  is  sending  flint- 
lock muskets  to  Bichmond  to  be  altered.  K  he  does  or  has  done  so,  I 
respectfully  ask  that  they  be  sent  immediately  back.  I  suppose  that  no 
other  troops  than  militia  can  be  furnished  to  General  Jackson.  If  so,  I 
beg  that  measures  may  be  taken  by  the  War  Department  to  call  out 
several  thousand  more  without  delay.  I  cannot,  because  without  in- 
formation as  to  the  counties  which  should  be  called  uxx)n  or  the  arms 
which  can  be  supplied. 

It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  intend  to  repair  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Bailroad  and  put  it  in  operation.  It  is  of  great  importance  to  us  to  pre- 
vent it.  For  this  I  will  send  General  Jackson  to  his  district  whenever 
there  is  prospect  of  having  such  a  force  as  will  enable  him  to  render 
service. 

General  Carson  reports  the  enemy's  force  in  Bomney  to  be  from  2,500 
to  5,000.    It  is  said  also  that  General  Loring  has  no  enemy  near  him. 
If  so,  might  he  not  drive  off  this  paity  and  move  into  the  valley  f 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeneral 


Headquabtebs  Fibst  Division,  Abmy  op  Potomac, 

Union  MillSj  Va.j  November  2, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  Bichmondy  Va. : 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  in  regard  to  the  objections  made 
by  Genend  Johnston  to  the  reorganization  of  my  division,  has  just  been 
received. 
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In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  I  consider  the  objections  of 
General  Johnston  well  fonnded,  and  that  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  the 
change  made  which  he  proposes.  These  objections  occurred  to  me 
after  considering  the  matter  and  after  examining  the  field  of  opera- 
tions in  front  of  ns,  and  I  shoald  have  suggested  &e  same  change,  ex- 
cept that  I  had  some  hesitation  in  making  propositions  so  soon  after 
entering  a  protest  against  his  assignment  of  me  to  a  command  which  I 
considcmd  inadequate  to  my  rank. 

If  you  will  allow  me  to  suggest,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  Texas 
troops  assigned  to  my  division  in  addition  to  the  Mississippian^  and 
such  other  troops  as  you  may  see  fit  to  give  me,  as  I  have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  people  of  that  State  for  several  years,  and  I  believe  it 
would  be  somewhat  conducive  to  the  interest  of  the  service  if  I  were 
placed  in  command  of  her  troops. 

Thanking  the  President  and  you,  sir,  for  the  consideration  you  have 
shown  me,  I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAEL  VAN  DOKN, 
Majwr-Oeneral  oflHvmon. 


BiOHMOND,  November  2, 1861. 

General  W.  W.  LoBiHa,  HunterwUkj  Va. : 

It  is  not  intended  to  retain  in  the  mountains  for  the  winter  more  than 
the  4.500  men  necessary  to  guard  the  passes.  Instructions  will  be  sent 
in  a  aay  or  two  fbr  the  disposal  of  the  remainder  of  your  forces.  * 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
AcHng  Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Obdebs,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gem.'s  Office, 

No.  202.  )  Richmond^  November  2, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

XTT.  Brig.  Gen.  Bichard  Griffith,  Provisional  Army,  will  report  to 
General  J.  B.  Johnston  for  duty  with  the  brigade  lately  commanded  by 
Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Clark,  Provisional  Army. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral, 


Special  Obdebs,  )      Headquabtebs  Fibst  Cobps,  A.  P., 

No.  480.  )  Near  Centrevilley  Noveniber  2, 1861. 

The  foUowing  disposition  of  officers  and  troops  will  take  effect  imme- 
diately, namely: 

I.  Brig.  G«n.  Charles  Clark  wiU  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Fourth 
Brigade  to  the  senior  colonel;  then  repair  to  Leesburg,  Ya.,  and  assume 
command  of  the  Seventh  Brigade,  relieving  Brig.  ()en.  N.  G.  Evans, 
who  will  report  in  person  at  these  headquarters.  Brigadier-General 
Clark  wiU  report  in  i>er8on  to  the  commanding  general  of  t^e  Army  of 
the  Potomac  for  special  instructions. 

IL  Brigadier-General  Ewell  will  turn  over  the  command  of  the  Bec- 

*  See  iuckwuie  to  Cooper  to  Floyd,  November  5,  p.  93S. 
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ond  Brigade  to  Brig.  Qen,  B.  £.  Bodes,  and  will  report  in  person  for 
orden)  to  Miy.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  commanding  Second  Corps. 

By  command  of  General  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
AMsistant  Adjutawt'OeneraL 


Special  Orders,  )      Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  48G.  )  November  4,  1861. 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  18,  Ac^atant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,  Bichmond,  Ya.,  October  22^  1861,  Mqj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jack- 
son.  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States,  will  proceed  to  take  command 
of  tne  Valley  District  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  BHBTT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneroL 

Gamp  Evans,  November  4,  186L. 
Secretary  of  War  : 

The  Potomac  is  higher  than  it  has  been  since  1852.    It  is  over  the 
canal  bank.    The  boating  is  probably  over  for  the  season. 

TUBNBB  ASHBY. 


Winchester,  Va.,  November  4, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-Oeneral  0.  8.  Army: 

Sir  :  I  have  been  here  two  weeks,  engaged  in  paying  the  militia  un- 
der General  Carson  and  also  Colonel  McDoiiald's  regiment  of  cavalry. 
I  consider  it  my  duty  as  a  disbursing  officer  of  the  Government  to  report 
the  condition  of  things  here.  I  find  brigadier-generals  in  command  of 
regiments  instead  of  brigades,  colonels  in  command  of  companies  in- 
stead of  regiments,  and  captains  in  command  of  sqnads  instesul  of  com- 
panies. I  would  therefore  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  con- 
solidating regiments  and  companies  at  once  iiud  disbanding  the  super- 
numerary officers,  thereby  freeing  the  Confederacy  of  all  this  unneces- 
sary expense. 

The  Federals  are  busily  engaged  at  Bomney  in  shucking  com  and 
thrashing  grain.  They  have,  it  is  reported,  one  hundred  teams  hauling 
off  all  the  grain  they  can  lay  their  hands  on. 

I  have  nearly  completed  my  payment  to  August  31. 
I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant-. 

F.  C.  HUTTBB, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^  Provisional  Army  0.  S* 


Special  Orders,  )       Headquarters  First  Corps,  A.  P., 

No.  484.  f  Near  Gentreville^  Va.<,  November  4,  1861. 

I.  Brig,  Gen.  Bichard  Taylor,  Provisional  Army  Confederate  States, 
having  reported  for  duty  with  this  army  corps,  is  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Eighth  Brigade. 

By  command  of  General  G.  T.  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAIf, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 
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Headquarters  Yaxley  District, 

Winchester  J  November  5,  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  BBNJAMm ,  Secretary  of  War  : 

8m:  Yesterday  morning  I  received  the  order  from  General  J.  E. 
Johnston  directing  me  to  assume  command  of  this  district,  and,  leaving 
Manassas  by  the  first  train  of  cars,  arrived  here  last  night. 

A  prisoner  who  has  escaped  from  the  Federal  anthorities  at  Williams- 
port,  Md.,  states  that  there  are  about  1.200  of  the  enemy  ready  to  cross 
the  Potomac  so  soon  as  the  river  shall  be  fordable.  Lieut.  Col.  Turner 
A(^by,  of  the  cavalry,  reports  that  there  are  near  800  Federal  troops 
opposite  Shepherdstown,  and  that  additional  troops  have  been  moving 
up  the  river  recently.  The  most  reliable  information  received  from 
Bomney  makes  the  enemy's  strength  there  near  4,000,  and  from  the  last 
official  intelligence  they  are  threatening  an  advance  on  this  place. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  not  only  holding  Wioohes- 
ter,  but  also  of  repelling  the  invaders  from  this  district  before  they  shall 
secure  a  firm  lodgment,  I  feel  it  my  duty  respectfully  to  urge  upon  the 
Department  the  necessity  of  ordering  here  at  once  all  the  troops  at 
Cheat  Mountain,  and  if  practicable  those  also  from  Valley  Mountain. 
or  those  near  Huntersville.  I  have  fjrequently  traveled  over  the  roaa 
from  Staunton  to  Chciit  Mountain,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  that  if  the  withdrawal  of  the  Confederate  forces  from  the 
Cheat  Mountain  region  shall  induce  the  enemy  to  advance  on  Staunton 
it  will  be  his  ruin,  provided  a  sufficient  available  force  is  kept  iu  this 
district  in  marching  order.  It  is  very  important  that  disciplined  troops 
of  not  only  infant^,  but  also  of  artillery  and  cavalry  be  ordered  here. 
It  appears  to  me  that  there  should  be  at  least  twenty  pieces  of  field 
artillery,  with  their  complement  of  horses,  harness,  implements,  &c., 
assigned  to  this  command.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  list 
of  ordnance  and  ammunition  that  General  Carson's  command  only  had 
three  field  pieces.  Oeneral  Carson  also  reports  to  me  that  he  has  in 
service  only  1,461  militia,  in  addition  to  130  mounted  militia. 

The  detailed  instructions  referred  to  in  your  letter  announcing  my 
assignment  to  this  command  have  not  yet  been  received. 

The  heavy  guns  here  are  but  imperfectly  available  for  defense,  in  con- 
seqnence  of  not  having  officers  and  men  acquainted  with  the  method  of 
serving  them.  If  you  can  order  here  Lieut.  Daniel  Truehart,  jr.,  or 
some  other  good  artillery  officer,  to  take  charge  of  the  heavy  ordnance, 
the  efficiency  of  this  arm  of  the  service  will  be  greatly  increased.  A 
good  engineer  officer  is  very  desirable.  I  have  ordered  Generals  Carson, 
Meem,  and  Boggs  to  march  their  commands  here  forthwith. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  Virginia  volunteers,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  will  give  you  a  fidl  statement  respecting  the  defenseless  condi- 
tion of  this  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneral^  P.  A.  (7.  8. 


BiCHHOND,  November  5, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd: 

General:  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  General 
Loring,  directing  him  to  send  General  Donelson's  briga<\e  to  re-enforce 
yon*    You  will  perceive  that  G^eral  Donelson  is  to  march  to  Lewisburg, 
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and  thence  join  yon  by  the  best  route.  If  yon  can  send  forwaid  to 
Lewisborg  to  notify  him  as  to  that  roate  and  a£ford  him  sach  facilities 
as  may  be  in  your  power,  it  woald  be  advisable  to  do  so.  Two  Virginia 
regiments  now  here  are  nnder  orders  to  join  yon,  via  Lewisborg,  and 
wm  probably  leave  in  a  day  or  two.  It  would  be  well  to  have  instrac- 
tions  left  at  Lewisborg  as  to  the  roote  these  regimeuts  are  to  toke  on 
leaving  there. 

Very  respectfoUy,  &c., 

8.  OOOPBB, 
Adjutant  and  Intpeeior  OenerdL 

[laolotoie.] 

BiCHMONB,  November  5,  ISSL 

General  W.  W.  Lobing,  Huntersville^  Ya. : 

Genebal:  Yoo  wiU  send,  with  the  least  delay  practicable,  Briga- 
dier-General Donelson  with  Colonels  Savage's  and  Folton's  regiments, 
Tennessee  volunteers,  to  re-enforce  General  Floyd;  and  after  retaining 
the  4,500  men  ibr  the  defense  of  the  Monterey  and  Hontersville  lines, 
reported  by  yoo  as  necessary  to  guard  the  passes,  yoo  will  send  the 
remainder  of  the  troops  of  yoor  command  to  Staonton,  there  to  await 
orders. 

General  Donelson's  brigade  will  march  to  Lewisborg,  and  thence  join 
General  Floyd  by  the  best  route. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Special  Obdebs,  )  Abjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  206.  i  Biohmondj  November  5, 186L 

•  •••••• 

II.  Ms^.  Qen,  T.  J.  Jackson,  Provisional  Army,  will  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  Winchester,  Va.,  and  assume  command  of  the  Valley  District 
agreeably  to  his  assignment  in  General  Orders,  No.  15,  Adjutant  ana 
Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  of  October  22, 1861.  The  brigade  formerly 
nnder  his  command  will  with  the  least  practicable  delay  be  attached  to 
the  Valley  District.  The  force  thus  detached  from  the  Potomac  District 
will  be  replaced  by  the  following  troops,  viz: 

The  Fourth  and  Fifth  Texas  Begiments  to  be  assigtied  to  Brigadier- 
General  Wigfall's  brigade.  Colonel  Wofford's  EighteenUi  Regiment 
Georgia  Volunteers,  Colonel  Judge's  Fourteenth  Eegiment  Alabama 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Smith's  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Georgia  Volun- 
teers; the  last  three  regiments  mentioned  to  be  assigned  by  General  J. 
E.  Johnston. 

III.  The  Fifty-sixth  and  Fifty-seventh  Regiments  of  Virginia  Volun- 
teers, Colonels  Stuart  and  Armistead  commanding,  wiU  proct-ed  witfaoat 
delay,  via  Lewisburg,  to  join  Brigadier-General  Floyd's  conunand  in 

Western  Virginia. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  

JNO.  WITHERS, 
AsBistawt  A^utant-GeneraL 
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BiGHMOND,  November  6, 1861. 

General  T.  J.  Jackson,  Winchester ^  Va. : 

I  have  ordered  yoar  old  brigade  to  be  sent  to  you  at  once  from  Gentre- 
ville  and  McLaughlin's  company  of  Rockbridge  artillery,  and  had  al- 
ready ordered  a  farther  force  of  about  6,000  men  to  be  detached  iroin 
Loring's  command  and  to  join  yon,  by  way  of  Staunton,  before  receiving 
your  letter  brought  by  Goionel  Preston.  Will  send  you  full  instructions 
by  maiL 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


BiCHMOND,  November  6, 1861. 
General  W.  H.  Bichabdson,  Adjutant- General^  Riehmond: 

Genebal  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Adjut&^^t  and  Inspector  General, 
C.  S.  Army,  to  inform  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  you  the  exact 
number  of  Virginia  troops  in  the  Confederate  service  at  this  time.  The 
exigencies  of  the  service  have  prevented  the  commanding  generals 
from  furnishing  this  office  with  the  necessary  reports.  He  hopes  to  be 
able  to  furnish  you  a  complete  statement  very  soon. 

There  are  now  in  the  field :  Organized  by  Virginia,  51  regiments 
infantry ;  organized  by  Confederate  States,  8  regiments  infantry ;  or- 
ganized by  Confederate  States,  2  regiments  cavalry ;  organized  by  Vir- 
ginia, 6  regiments  cavalry ;  organized  by  Virginia,  L  regiment  artillery. 
Total,  68  regiments  volunteers;  1  battalion  enlisted  men.  The  regi- 
ments will  average  750  men  eacn,  making  51,000.  Added  to  this  is  the 
battalion  of  enlisted  men  and  very  many  independent  companies,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  about  55,000  men.  There  are  in  the  field  several 
regiments  of  militia,  called  out  by  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Letcher, 
from  which  no  returns  have  been  received. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  &c., 

N.  D.  GUNN, 
Acting  Assista/nt  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Bpeclal  Obdebs,  )  Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  490.  J  November  6, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Ewell,  having  been  relieved  from  duty  with  the  First 
Corps,  will  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  for  duty  in  the  Second. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-QeneroL 


Speoial  Obdebs,  \  Hdqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Potomao, 

No.  491.  )  November  6, 1861. 

Mig.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith,  P.  A.  G.  S.,  is  assigned  to  the  command  of 
the  division  to  be  composed  of  the  following  brigades :  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Elzey's,  Brigadier-General  Crittenden's,  and  Brigadier-General 
Taylor's. 
By  command  of  (General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  EHETT, 
Amstwnt  Adjutant-QcneroL 
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BiOHMONBy  Nowmber  7, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Northern  Virginiaj  CewtreviUe^  Va,: 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant*  has  been  submitted  to  the  Seo- 
retary  of  War,  and  I  am  instracted  to  inform  yon  that  the  nnmber  of 
troops  to  be  sent  to  Staonton,  Ya.,  under  instructions  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Loiing,  of  the  5th  inst  (copy  herewith),f  is  estimated  at  between 
6,000  and  7,000  effective  men.  It  is  designed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
that  this  force  be  sent  to  your  command  on  its  arrival  at  Staunton,  and 
orders  to  Uiat  effect  will  be  given,  unless  some  unforeseen  event  shoold 
require  its  presence  in  a  different  quarter. 
Very  respectfully,  &c.« 

S.  COOPER, 
A^utant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Headquarters, 
CentremUej  November  7, 186L 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- General: 

I  respectfully  remonstrate  against  the  sending  off  the  brigade  lately 
commanded  by  Major-General  Jackson  to  the  Valley  District.  He  ^rill 
be  opposed  to  raw  troops,  we  to  the  enemy's  best  Our  force  is  raw; 
far  too  small  for  the  object  it  is  expected  to  accomplish.  I  suggest  that 
troops  be  drawn  instead  fix>m  H.  B.  Jackson's  and  Loring's  command. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


BiOHMOND,  November  7, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  OentrevUle: 

The  brigade  of  General  Jackson  was  ordered  to  join  him  as  a  matter 
of  urgent  necessity,  and  on  due  consideration  of  your  position  I  send 
you  double  the  number  of  men  to  replace  it.  The  Valley  District  is 
entirely  defenseless,  and  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  unless 
General  Jackson  has  troops  sent  to  him  immediately.  You  are  requested 
to  send  him  Ms  brigade  without  delay,  as  there  is  imminent  danger  of 
the  capture  of  Winchester  by  enemy.  Send  with  the  brigade  tiie  bat- 
tery of  Bockbridge  artillery,  in  place  of  which  I  have  sent  you  another 
battery  this  morning. 

J.  P.  BBNJAM]^ 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


BiOHMOND,  November  7, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  OentrevUle^  Va.: 

I  have  one  Alabama  and  one  Georgia  regiment  here  for  you,  both 
unarmed,  and  numbering  together  over  2,000  men.  Shall  I  send  them 
to  Fredericksburg  or  wut  till  the  railroad  can  take  them  to  Manassas! 

J.  P.  BENJAM£^ 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

*  Not  found. 

t  See  inoloenze  to  Cooper  to  Floyd,  November  5^  p.  938. 
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War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmondy  November  7, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  Northern  Virginia : 

Sir  :  It  is  witli  the  greatest  surprise  and  regret  that  I  have  read  yonr 
letter  of  the  2d  instant  to  the  Adjntant-General.  I  had  not  the  re- 
motest idea  that  yon  expected  any  aid  from  Mr.  Hunter  or  from  this 
Department  in  relation  to  the  winter  quarters  for  the  troops,  nor  can  I 
conceive  on  what  basis  yon  entertained  such  expectation. 

On  the  13th  of  last  month  I  wrote  you  at  considerable  length  on  this 
subject,  and  in  order  to  avoid  delay  forwarded  my  letter  by  Mr.  James 
Hunter  and  Dr.  John  P.  Hale. 

The  arrangements  made  by  me  were  ample,  and  orders  were  given 
for  securing  ten  iK)rtable  saw-mills  here  in  Richmond,  for  the  purpose 
of  sawing  &e  lumber  necessary  for  the  huts.  Aware  of  the  urgency 
of  the  case,  and  unable  to  act  without  your  co-operation,  because  of 
my  ignorance  of  the  locally  where  you  proposed  to  shelter  the  army, 
I  closed  my  letter  with  a  distinct  statement  that  the  parties  could  not 
commence  active  work  till  you  decided  this  question.  It  was  plainly 
necessary  that  tiiey  should  have  some  indication  of  the  place  where 
they  were  to  locate  the  saw-mills  before  going  to  work. 

Several  days  afterwards  Mr.  Hunter  and  Dr.  Hale  returned  here  and 
rexx)rted  verbally : 

1st.  That  you  had  referred  them  to  General  Beauregard  for  confer- 
ence on  the  subject  of  the  winter  quarters. 

2d.  That  they  had  found  General  Beauregard  so  much  engaged  as  to 
be  unable  to  accord  to  them  the  time  and  attention  necessary  for  any 
concert  of  action  between  them  and  the  general. 

dd.  That  Migor  Cabell,  who  was  present  at  their  conversation  with 
General  Beauregard,  had  observed  that  it  was  entirely  practicable  for 
each  regiment  to  hut  itself  in  two  or  three  days,  as  he  knew  from  actual 
experience  in  service. 

4th.  That  General  Beauregard  seemed  quite  relieved  of  care  on  the 
subject  when  Major  Cabell  gave  him  this  assurance. 

The  two  gentlemen  returned  with  the  conviction  that  their  services 
were  not  desired  nor  required  by  the  army,  and  without  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  locality  where  the  lumber  was  to  be  sawed ;  and,  indeed, 
Mr.  Hunter  gave  me  to  understand,  what  seems  probable  enough,  that 
you  were  not  willing  to  leave  open  any  opportunity  to  the  enemy  to 
guess  at  your  plans  by  putting  a  number  of  saw-mills  at  work  in  any 
neighborhood  where  you  expected  to  establish  your  winter  quarters. 

I  therefore  concluded  that  you  had,  in  concert  with  General  Beaure- 
gard, reached  the  conclusion  that  you  could  dispense  with  any  aid  from 
the  Department,  and  could  hut  the  army  on  the  plan  spoken  of  by  Major 
Cabell.  I  received  no  answer  from  you  to  my  letter.  Mr.  Hunter  rep- 
resented that  you  declined  his  services.  The  saw-mills  previously  en- 
gaged by  him  were  not  purchased,  and  none  are  to  be  had  at  t^is  time. 
Mr.  Hunter  has  long  since  gone  home,  and  I  had  dismissed  aM  solicitude 
from  my  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  cantonment  of  our  troops,  when 
the  A^jutant-G^eneral  submitted  to  me  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant^  in- 
dicating an  exx)ectation  that  Mr.  Hunter  was  to  commence  operations 
with  his  saw-mills. 

This  is  distressing  in  the  extreme,  and  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  in  what 
mode  to  assist  you.  I  will,  however,  do  the  best  in  my  power,  and  can 
now  only  make  the  following  suggestions : 

Ist  It  is  now  out  of  the  question  to  build  board  huts.    The  lumber 
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cannot  be  procured  in  time,  and  there  are  no  saw-mills  now  to  be  h«d, 
nor  is  there  now  time  to  cairy  out  the  first  plan. 

2d.  It  may  be  possible  to  procure  lumber  enough  to  roof  log  hats 
and  for  forming  the  openings,  but  of  this  I  am  extremely  doubtful^ 
though  I  will  cause  instant  inquiry  to  be  made  here,  and  beg  you  will 
institute  similar  inquiry  in  the  neighborhood  of  your  intended  encamp- 
ment. 

3d.  Please  send  me  at  once  the  plan  deemed  best  by  yon  as  a  substi- 
tute for  that  which  I  proposed,  and  which  is  no  longer  feasible. 

4th.  Let  me  know  exactly  what  is  requisite  from  this  place,  and  the  un- 
remitting efforts  of  the  Department  shall  be  directed  to  furnishing  it. 

5th.  If  lumber  is  requir^  for  roofing,  and  if  there  is  no  sabstitate 
for  it  possible,  inform  me  what  quantity  is  required  in  all,  and  what 
proportion  of  it,  if  any,  can  be  obtained  in  your  neighborhood. 

The  importance  of  affording  proper  shelter  for  our  troops  during  the 
rigors  of  the  coming  winter  can  scarcely  be  overestimated,  and  knowing 
how  great  your  own  solicitude  on  the  subject  must  be,  I  And  it  impos- 
sible to  account  for  your  long  delay  in  noticing  my  letter  of  the  13th 
ultimo,  and  your  failure  to  exhibit  any  sign  of  uneasiness  at  the  non- 
appearance of  the  saw-mills  or  workmen  you  expected  to  furnish  the 
lumber.  I  still  entertain  the  hope,  however,  that  my  alarm  may  be 
unfounded,  and  that  M%jor  Cabell  may  be  able  to  suggest  some  mode 
of  shelter  as  reported  to  me,  which  may  enable  you  to  put  the  trooxM 
under  cover  without  the  use  of  lumber,  and  in  time  to  avoid  any  great 
exposure  or  suffering. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMrN-, 
Acting  Secretary  of  W€sr» 


Headquabtebs  Valley  Distbiot, 

Winchester  J  Va.^  November  7, 1861. 
Miy.  Thomas  G.  Rhett: 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneralj  Hdqrs,  Army  of  the  Potomac  : 

Major:  I  arrived  here  on  the  night  of  the  same  day  that  I  was  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  Gentreville. 

Finding  that  General  Kelley's  forces  in  Bomney,  a  distance  of  42 
miles,  were  about  4,000,  and  that  an  advance  on  this  place  was  threat- 
ened, I  repeated  the  call  previously  made  by  General  Carson  for  the 
militia  in  his  brigade  and  in  those  of  Generals  Meem  and  Boggs.  The 
troops  are  to  rendezvous  at  this  place.  But  as  General  Carson's  bri- 
gade and  that  of  General  Meem  are  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  serv- 
ice, and  as  General  Boggs'  command  includes  the  SouUi  Branch  region, 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  not  many  men  will  probably  respond  to  the  calL 

The  militia  actually  in  the  field  number  1,4G1,  stationed  as  follows : 
At  Winchester,  442 ;  at  Lockhart's,  distant  12  miles  from  here  on  the 
Northwestern  turnpike,  155 ;  at  Cacaxx)n  Bridge,  about  28  miles  on  the 
same  road,  304 ;  at  Hammock's  Gap,  12  miles  this  side  of  Bomney,  160 ; 
at  Martinsburg,  200;  at  Charlestown,  100 ;  at  Front  Boy^,  in  Warren 
County,  distant  23  miles,  50 ;  at  Strasburg,  distant  18  miles,  25 ;  and 
at  Mount  Jackson,  distant  42  miles,  25. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  are  130  mounted  militia:  At  TVin- 
Chester,  25 ;  at  Martinsburg,  75,  and  at  Charlestown,  30. 

As  Colonel  McDonald  reports  direct  to  Bichmond,  and  is  not,  firom 
what  I  can  learn,  under  my  command,  his  forces  are  not  included  in 
the  preceding  statement;  but  they  amount  to  485, stationed  as  follows: 
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Along  the  Northwestern  tnmpike,  between  Oacapon  Bridge  and  Hang- 
ing Hook,  285,  and  at  Flowing  Spring,  2  miles  below  Gharlestown,  on 
the  laikoad,  200. 

I  omitted  to  mention  Captain  Henderson's  cavalry,  at  Daffield's 
Depot,  abont  8  miles  above  Harper's  Ferry,  nambering  60  men,  which 
makes  the  mounted  force  190,  thns  giving  an  aggregate  of  1,651  under 
my  command. 

The  enemy  are,  as  reported,  about  1,800  strong  at  WiUiamsport  and 
near  800  opposite  Shepherdstown.  General  Kelley's  command,  at  and 
near  Bomney,  number  about  4,000. 

An  official  report  received  states  that  an  advance  of  near  300  came 
as  far  as  Blue's,  15  miles  this  side  of  Bomney,  but  were  repulsed  by  part 
of  Colonel  McDonald's  regiment,  under  Captain  Sheetz. 

I  am  now  informed  officially  that  if  the  enemy  are  not  speedily  driven 
fh>m  the  South  Branch,  our  people,  who  have  heretofore  been  loyal,  may 
yield  and  take  the  oath  of  aJlegianoe  to  the  United  Statos. 

So  soon  as  I  can  get  a  report  of  the  ammunition  distributed  I  will 
forward  an  ordnance  report.    There  is  very  little  ammunition  on  hand. 

The  day  after  arriving  here  I  sent  Lieutenant  Colonel  Preston  to  see 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  wrote  a  letter  urging  that  the  troops  on  the 
Cheat  Mountain  route  be  ordered  here,  and  idso  those  on  the  Yalley 
Mountain  route,  if  practicable. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Mc^'Oenerdlj  P.  A.  0.  5.,  OommandMig  VaUey  District 


Headquabtehs  Abmt  op  Kanawha, 

Camp  Dickersonj  November  8, 1861. 

[Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin:] 

Mt  Good  Fbiend  :  I  write  as  a  duty,  resulting  from  the  confidence 
reposed  in  me  and  the  kindness  with  which  you  treat  me  at  all  times. 

This  army  is  in  confusion,  resulting  from  its  disquietude.  This  dis- 
qnietude  was  caused  in  the  first  instance  by  a  great  honor  of  Southern 
troops  wintering  in  what  they  believe  to  be  a  bleak,  inhospitable  cli- 
mate, in  a  country  partially  desolated  by  the  two  opposing  armies ; 
bat  even  now  Virginia  has  joined  in  the  cry,  back  I  Those  in  favor  of 
a  retrograde  movement  raised  the  cry  that  the  army  could  not  be  fed. 
I  made  a  report  demonstrating  that  I  conld  feed  the  men  certainly. 
Then  I  found  that^  from  enjoying  more  than  ordinary  popularity  with 
the  army,  I  now  feel  that  the  land  courtesy  which  greeted  me  on  all 
occasions  when  I  met  an  ofiftcer  of  rank  is  no  longer  extended  to  me 
witii  cordiality.  My  outside  friends  following  the  army  inform  me 
that  it  is  in  consequence  of  my  sustaining  (General  Floyd's  desire  to 
stay  here  until  he  gets  a  fight  or  can  advance.  The  general  impression 
is  that  General  Floyd's  conceptions  are  too  bold — ^rather  rash  than  con- 
siderate. The  same  men  that  complain  so  much  and  express  such  fears 
would  bear  the  iUs  of  which  they  complain  if  fighting  in  the  State  in 
which  they  were  raised.  A  very  common  complaint  uttered  every  day 
by  Gkorgians,  North  Carolinians,  Mississippians,  Louiaianians,  and 
even  Eastern  Virginians,  is,  '^This  country  is  not  worth  fighting  for." 
The  agitation  and  anger  expressed  at  General  Floyd's  determination 
to  winter  here  wiQ  culminate  in  desertion  or  rebellion,  unless  the  Secre- 
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tary  of  War  assnmes  the  responsibility  of  firmly  sustaining  General 
Floyd  or  of  ordering  him  back  to  winter  elsewhere.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
it  is  my  opinion,  right  or  wrong,  and  it  is  a  conclusion  of  my  mind 
frankly  expressed. 

Yours,  respectfidly, 

A.  W.  G.  DAVIS. 


Special  Orbbbs,  \  Hdqbs.  AB3fT  of  the  Potomac, 

No.  600.  I  November  8, 1861. 

I.  The  First  Brigade,  Second  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  will  pro- 
ceed to  Winchester,  Ya.,  under  the  command  of  the  senior  colonel,  and 
report  to  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson.  This  command  will  be  transported 
by  rail,  and  the  quartermaster  will  furnish  the  transportation  without 
delay. 

U.  Brig.  €^en.  B.  S.  E well,  P.  A.  0.  S.,  will  report  to  General  G.  T. 
Beauregard  for  duty  with  a  Virginia  brigade. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  BHETT, 
Aasiatant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  November  9, 186L 

General  G.  T.  Beaubegabd: 

Sib  :  I  have  habitually  neglected  to  keep  copies  of  my  letters  and 
telegrams  addressed  to  you  since  you  entered  on  duty  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  Desiring  now  to  have  them,  1  request  that  my  friend, 
C.  D.  Fontaine,  may  be  permitted  to  take  such  copies  from  the  originals 
in  your  possession. 

Yery  respectfully,  &c., 

JEFPBBSON  DA  Via 

[Similar  letters  of  same  date  to  Generals  J.  E.  Johnston  and  Gos- 
tavus  W.  Smith.] 


Headqttabtebs,  OewtreviUej  November  9, 1881. 

General  Whiting: 

Deab  Genebal:  I  received  your  letter  yesterday,*  but  was  too  much 
pressed  to  answer  immediately. 

I  like  your  plan  much ;  cannot  answer  for  the  guns.    I  have  sub- 
mitted your  letter,  with  recommendations,  to  the  War  Department. 

I  am  mourning  over  the  loss  of  Jackson's  brigade^rdered  to  Win- 
chester against  my  remonstrances.    The  Secretsuy  of  War  will  probably 
establish  his  headquarters  within  this  department  soon. 
Yours,  in  haste, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OenerdL 

*  Not  foand. 
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SPECLiL  Orders,  >         Headquarters  First  Corps,  A.  P., 
No.  489.  I  Near  Centrevilley  Fa.,  November  9, 1861. 

I.  The  Thiid  Division  of  this  Army  Corps  is  dissolved.  The  Third 
Brigade  will  form  part  of  the  Second  Division  until  otherwise  ordered, 
and  Brig.  Oen.  D.  B.  Jones  will  report  to  M^jor-Ceneral  Longstreet 
for  orders.  The  First  Brigade  is  assigned  to  the  First  Division,  and 
Brigadier  General  Bonham  will  report  to  Mtyor-General  Van  Dom. 

U.  Brig.  Qen,  Bichard  Griffith  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
Mississippi  regiments  serving  in  Londoun  Connty,  Virginia,  and  will 
withont  delay  report  to  Brigadier-General  Evans,  who  for  the  present 
will  remain  in  command  of  all  the  Confederate  troops  in  that  connty. 

By  command  of  General  Beaaregard: 

THOMAS  JOBDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  November  10, 1861. 
General  G.  T.  Beaureoard  : 

Sir  :  When  I  addressed  yon  in  relation  to  yonr  complaint,  becanse  of 
the  letters  written  to  you  by  Mr.  Benjamin,  Acting  Secretary  of  War, 
it  was  hoped  that  you  wonld  see  that  yon  had  misinterpreted  his  ex- 
pressions, and  would  be  content  But  while  in  yonrs  of  the  5th  iDstant  * 
yoa  accept  the  assurance  given  that  Mr.  Benjamin  could  not  have  in- 
tended to  give  you  offense,  you  serve  notice  that  your  "  motives  must 
not  be  called  into  question,"  and  that  when  your  ^<  errors  are  pointed 
out,  it  must  be  done  in  a  proi)er  tone  and  style,"  and  express  the  fear 
that  Mr.  Benjamin  <'  will,  under  all  circumstances,  view  only  the  legal 
aspect  of  things,  and  that  insensibly  this  army  and  myself  (yourself ) 
will  be  put  into  the  straight-jackets  of  the  law,"  &c,  I  do  not  feel  com- 
petent to  instinct  Mr.  Benjamin  in  the  matter  of  style.  There  are  few 
who  the  public  would  probably  believe  fit  for  that  task.  But  the  other 
I>oint  quoted  from  your  letter  presents  matter  for  graver  consideration, 
and  it  is  that  which  induces  me  to  reply.  It  cannot  be  x)eculiar  to  Mr. 
Benjamin  to  look  at  every  exercise  of  ofiicial  power  in  its  legal  aspect, 
and  yon  surely  did  not  intend  to  inform  me  that  your  army  and  yourself 
are  outside  of  the  limito  of  the  law.  It  is  my  duty  to  see  that  the  laws 
are  faithfully  executed,  and  I  cannot  recognize  the  pretension  of  any 
one  that  their  restraint  is  too  narrow  for  him. 

The  Congress  carefully  reserved  to  all  volunteers  the  selection  of  their 
company  officers  and  provided  various  modes  for  receiving  them  into 
service  as  organized  bodies.  When  you  disregarded  that  right,  and  the 
case  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  could  but 
create  surprise,  and  the  most  mild  and  considerate  course  which  could 
have  been  adopted  was  to  check  further  progress  under  your  order  and 
inform  you  of  the  error  committed. 
Very  respectfiilly,  yours,  &c., 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


BiGHMOND,  Va.,  November  10, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Potomac: 

Sm :  The  Secretary  of  War  has  this  morning  laid  before  me  yours  of 
the  8th  instant.*    I  fully  sympathize  with  your  anxiety  for  the  Army  of 

*  Not  found. 
60  B  E— VOL  V 
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the  Potomac.  If  iodeed,  mine  be  less  than  yonrs,  it  can  only  be  so  be- 
cause t^e  South,  the  West,  and  the  East,  presenting  like  cause  for  solic- 
itude, have  in  the  same  manner  demanded  my  care.  Our  correspondence 
must  have  assured  you  that  I  fully  concur  in  your  view  of  the  necessity 
for  unity  in  command,  and  I  hoi>e,  by  a  statement  of  the  case,  to  con- 
vince you  that  there  has  been  no  purpose  to  divide  your  authority  by 
transferring  the  troops  specified  in  Order  No.  206  [of  5th  instant]  from 
the  center  to  the  left  of  your  department. 

The  active  campaign  in  the  Greenbrier  region  was  considered  as  dosed 
for  the  season.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  is  moving 
a  i)ortion  of  his  forces  fix>m  that  mountain  region  towards  llie  valley  of 
Virginia,  and  Uiat  he  has  sent  troops  and  munitions  from  the  east,  by 
the  way  of  the  Potomac  Canal,  towards  the  same  point  The  &^lnre  to 
destroy  his  communications  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  and 
by  the  Potomac  Canal  has  left  him  in  possession  of  great  advantages 
for  that  operation. 

General  Jackson,  for  reasons  known  to  you,  was  selected  to  command 
the  Division  of  the  Valley,  but  we  had  only  the  militia  and  one  mounted 
regiment  within  the  district  assigned  to  him.  The  recent  activity  of  the 
enemy,  the  capture  of  Bomney,  &c.,  required  that  he  should  have  for 
prompt  service  a  body  of  Confederate  troops  to  co-operate  with  the 
militia  of  the  district  You  suggest  that  such  force  should  be  drawn 
from  the  army  on  the  Greenbrier.  This  was  originally  considered  and 
abandoned,  because  they  could  not  probably  reach  him  in  time  to  antic- 
ipate the  enemy's  concentration,  and  also  because  General  Jackson  was 
a  stranger  to  them,  and  time  was  wanting  for  the  growth  of  that  confi- 
dence between  the  commander  and  his  troops  the  value  of  which  need 
not  be  urged  uiK)n  you.  We  could  have  sent  to  him  from  this  place  an 
equal  number  of  rof^iments  (being  about  double  the  numerical  strength 
of  those  si)ecified  in  the  order  referred  to),  but  they  were  parts  of  a 
brigade  now  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  or  were  Southern  troops,  w 
were  ignorant  of  the  country  in  which  they  were  to  serve,  and  all  of 
them  unknown  to  General  Jackson.  The  troops  sent  were  his  old  bri- 
gade; had  served  in  the  valley,  and  had  acquired  a  reputation  whidi 
would  give  confidence  to  the  people  of  that  region,  upon  whom  the  gen- 
eral had  to  rely  for  his  future  success.  Though  the  troops  sent  to  you 
are,  a<s  you  say,  ''raw,"  they  have  many  able  officers,  and  will,  I  doubt 
not,  be  found  reliable  in  the  hour  of  danger;  their  greater  numbers  will 
to  you,  I  hope,  more  than  compensate  for  the  experience  of  those  trans- 
ferred; while  in  the  valley  the  latter,  by  the  moral  effect  their  presence 
will  produce,  will  more  than  compensate  for  the  inferiority  of  their  num- 
bers. I  have  labored  to  increase  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and,  so  far 
from  proposing  a  reduction  of  it,  did  not  intend  to  rest  content  with  an 
exchange  of  equivalents.  In  addition  to  the  troops  recently  sent  to  yon, 
I  expected  soon  to  send  further  re-enforcements  by  withdrawing  a  part 
of  the  army  from  the  Greenbrier  Mountains.  I  have  looked  hopefully 
forwiurd  to  the  time  when  our  army  could  assume  the  offensive  and 
select  the  time  and  place  where  battles  were  to  be  fought,  so  that  ours 
should  be  alternations  of  activity  and  repose;  theirs,  tiie  heavy  task  of 
constant  watching. 

When  I  last  visited  your  headquarters  my  surprise  was  expressed  at 
the  little  increase  of  your  effective  force  above  that  of  July  21  last,  not- 
withstanding the  heavy  re-enforcements  which  had  in  the  mean  time  been 
sent  to  you.  Since  that  visit  I  have  f^qnently  heard  of  the  improved 
health  of  the  troops ;  of  the  return  of  many  who  had  been  absent  sick, 
and  some  increase  has  been  made  by  re-enforcement    You  can  then 
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imagine  my  disappointment  at  the  infonnation  yon  give,  that  on  the  day 
before  the  date  of  your  letter  the  army  at  yonr  position  <*  was  no  stronger 
than  on  Jnly  21."  I  can  only  repeat  what  was  said  to  yon  in  onr  confer- 
ence at  Falmx  Oonrt-Hoase,  that  we  are  restricted  in  oar  capacity  to 
re-enforce  by  the  want  of  arms.  Troops  to  bear  the  few  arms  yon  have 
in  store  have  been  ordered  forward.  Toor  view  of  the  magnitnde  of  the 
calunity  of  defeat  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  entirely  concorred  in, 
and  every  advantage  which  is  attainable  should  be  seized  to  increase  the 
power  of  yoor  present  force.  I  will  do  what  I  can  to  augment  its  nnm- 
bers,  but  yon  most  remember  that  onr  wants  greatly  exceed  our  resources. 

Banks'  brigade,  we  learn,  has  1^  the  position  occupied  when  I  last 
saw  you.  Sickles  is  said  to  be  yet  on  the  Lower  Potomac,  and,  when 
your  means  will  enable  you  to  reach  him,  Istill  hope  he  may  be  crushed. 

I  will  show  this  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  and  hope  there  will  be 
no  misunderstanding  between  you  in  future.    The  success  of  the  army 
requires  harmonious  co-operation. 
Yery  respectftdly,  yours,  &c, 

JEFFBESON  DAVIS. 


HSADQUABTEBS  ABMT  KANAWHA, 

Camj^  DieJcerson^  November  10«  1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib:  As  this  is  a  strictly  private  letter,  I  write  with  my  own  hand. 
It  is  now  2  o^clock  p.  m.  I  have  labored  until  2  in  the  public  service, 
and  have  ti^en  this  afternoon  to  arrange  my  papers  and  make  up  my 
cash  account.  I  find  leisure  while  my  clerks  are  at  work,  not  requiring 
my  immediate  attention,  to  write  you.  This  army  is  utterly  demoralized, 
or,  if  this  term  is  too  strong,  it  is  the  moat  disquieted  collection  of  men 
I  have  ever  known  massed  together.  They  want  to  go  back  to  some 
point  to  winter  nearer  to  provisions  for  men  and  horses.  I  have  opposed 
this^  and  do  now  oppose  it,  for  the  reason  that  we  will  have  to  conquer 
territory  abandoned  in  the  spring  at  full  as  great  a  sacrifice  as  it  will 
cost  to  hold  it  this  winter.  The  men  of  this  army  are  dying,  it  is  true, 
at  a  fearful  rate,  but  raw  men  who  do  duty  every  other  night  would  die 
anywhere.  We  are  compelled  to  have  strong  pickets,  as  we  are  an  in- 
ferior force  in  the  immediate  presence  of  a  vastly  superior  one.  The 
mutterings  that  precede  a  storm  are  so  loud  in  the  army  that  any  one 
in  the  army  could  hear  them  in  the  dead  hour  of  the  night  if  not  under 
the  influence  of  some  powerful  narcotic  Now,  sir,  yon  must  ftQIy  un- 
derstand^ in  my  position,  as  I  feel  and  know  it  to  be  from  the  confidence 
reposed  m  me  (even  from  the  Ftesident  down  I  am  trusted),  I  have  and 
do  exercise  on  most  occasions  an  energy  that  is  startling  to  the  sluggish 
multitude;  but  kindness,  energy,  and  the  performance  of  duties  fail  to 
satisfy  an  army  who  resolve  ui>on  a  purpose  which  I  oppose;  and  now, 
from  being  the  most  popular  man  in  this  army,  I  am  now  satisfied,  from 
the  requisitions  made  on  me— some  legitimate,  but  many  to  vex — ^that  I 
am  now  not  acceptable  to  the  army. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

A.  W.  G.  DAVIS. 

P.  S. — ^Indosed  I  send  you  a  topographical  sketch,  which  has  the 
merit  of  being  exactly  correct. 


Hbabqitabtbbs,  Centbethxb,  Xovember  II,  1 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WmiiNa, 

Comvuinding  Troops  near  Jhimfries: 

Mt  Deab  Obnebal:  I  have  sent  both  your  letters  on  the  Bobject 
of  a  new  battery  •  to  the  War  Department  witti  my  coDcmrence.  Hoot 
upon  the  case  as  hopeless,  bowever;  it  is  too  late  to  make  this  additional 
preparation  against  anycombined  operation  against  Evansport.  Bemem- 
ber  that  it  took  onr  War  Department  a  month  to  make  the  mere  removal 
of  guns  and  a  little  ammunition  to  Evansport  If  the  attack  yon  antici- 
pate ia  to  be  made,  it  must  be  within  that  time.  Is  your  position  vear 
enough  to  EvanaportT  Will  not  the  distance,  3  or  4  miles,  render  it 
difficult  for  yon  to  defend  botb  with  your  forcel  Consider  the  whole 
question  carefully  before  breaking  groand.  Would  not  tie  masked  bat- 
tery used  on  a  former  occasion — I  mean  the  guns  and  gunners — ^make  a 
nsrful  diversion,  should  the  proposed  battery  not  be  ready  1 

Captain  Stevens  has  been  very  sick  and  I  fear  will  not  be  strong 
enough  for  service  for  some  days  yet  He  is  our  only  engineer,  you  know. 
Before  leaving  ub  I  shall  wish  him  to  plan  such  additions  as  may  enable 
Fort  Pickens  to  be  independent  of  the  army  for  a  few  days. 

I  am  embairassed  on  the  subject  of  winter  qnarters.  I  made  arrange- 
menta  a  month  ago  for  the  beginning  of  preparations,  but  was  dis- 
appointed by  the  supposed  contractor,  who  gave  up  the  undertaking 
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withoat  giving  me  notice.    I  suppoae  thAt,  upon  occasion,  your  troops 
coold  make  themselves  log  hats  in  a  few  days.    Here  we  can't  find  the 
logs  where  the  huts  will  1^  wanted.  * 
Very  troly.  y onrs, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeierdL 

We  have  jnst  received  a  report  from  Stnart  that  oar  pickets  at  Fair- 
fax Coart-Hoose  have  been  dnven  in,  and  that  a  large  force  is  gathered 
at  Springfield,  on  the  railroad,  7  miles  beyond. 


HSADQTJABTEBS  VALLET  DISTSICT, 

Winchester  J  Fa.,  ITinfemlfer  12, 1861. 

Maj.  Thomas  G.  Bhett, 

Assistant  AdjutanUOeneraly  Edqrs.  Dept  of  Western  Virginia : 

Majob:  The  enemy  at  Bomney  are,  from  the  most  reliable  informa- 
tion, near  6,000  strong,  and  are  fortifying  the  town. 

Before  leaving  Centreville  I  had  a  conversation  with  the  general  com- 
manding the  department  respecting  his  ordering  Lieat.  Col.  T.  H.  Will- 
iamson, Corps  of  Engineers,  to  this  district,  and  he  expressed  a  willing- 
ness to  do  so  when  Captain  Stevens  shoald  recover  his  health.  If 
Lieotenant-Colonel  Williamson  can,  consistently  with  the  interests  of 
the  public  service,  be  ordered  here,  I  respectfully  request  that  it  may  be 
done  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  as  his  services  are  much  needed. 

Please  send  me  all  the  intrenching:  tools  that  you  can  spare.  The 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  is  so  damaged  by  the  late  freshets  as  not 
to  be  beatable. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oenerdlj  Cammandifig  Valley  District, 


Headquabtebs,  CentreviUe^  November  12, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Whiting: 

Mr  Deab  General:  I  have  received  yoor  note  of  this  morning. 
The  location  you  describe  seems  to  me  better  than  that  of  Evansport. 
To  a  question  by  telegraph  General  Cooper  replied  to-day  that  the  guns 
you  asked  for  should  be  sent  without  delay.  This  does  not  encourage 
me  much  as  to  time.  In  Bichmond  their  ideas  of  promptitude  are  very 
different  from  ours.  By  the  way,  have  yon  seen  General  Trimble's  ar- 
rangements for  land  defense  f  If  my  ideas  of  the  ground,  given  by  a 
pencil  sketch,  are  at  all  correct,  they  amount  to  nothing.  A  few  of 
Dahlgren's  boat  howitzers  would  knock  them  to  pieces  firom  the  hills  in 
rear. 

I  have  very  little  apprehension  of  harm  from  the  bombardment  of  a 
mere  line  like  those  batteries ;  nothing  is  necessary  but  shelter  against 
the  fragments  of  shells,  which  burst  high.  At  the  distance  of  2  miles 
they  cannot  kill  a  man  a  day.  I  fear  landing  in  force.  It  is,  as  you  say, 
that  which  Holmes  and  yourself  must  look  out  for.  I  wish  the  heights 
in  rear  of  the  batteries  were  converted  into  an  intrenched  camp  to  en- 
able a  couple  of  regiments  to  hold  out  for  several  days.  How  is  your 
position  compared  with  the  other  in  respect  to  defensibility  on  the  land 
side!  If  you  can  prepare  for  the  guns  now,  why  not  do  it,  if  it  can  be 
done  without  danger  of  discoveiy  by  the  enemy  T    We  have  had  another 
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stampede  to-day,  caused  by  reports  fh>m  Pohick  again.   Staart  made  an 
expedition  in  that  direction  on  Sunday,  and  this,  I  suppose,  is 
tion. 

Yon  talk  of  huts  for  winter  j  it  is  rather  a  tiying  snlrject  I  am 
the  Korthem  people  are  waiting  to  disturb  us  as  soon  as  we  have  be- 
come comfortable  for  the  winter.  This  place  is  not  fit  for  our  winter  resi- 
dence on  any  account.  If  I  had  not  been  confident  that  we  should  have 
been  attacked  here  before  this  time,  the  troops  should  have  been  estab- 
lished nearer  to  you,  tiiat  material  assistance  might  have  been  more 
promptly  given.  The  difficulty  of  getting  our  supplies  from  Manassas 
IS  increasing  flEist;  the  roads  becoming  worse  and  worse  &st.  The 
amount  of  fortification  here  now  is  thghtfcd ;  I  fear  that  it  will  be 
harder  to  reconcile  our  troops  to  leaving  them  than  it  was  to  the  fkUing 
back  from  Darkesville. 

As  to  the  removal  of  the  guns  firom  Evansport  to  your  new  position, 
vou  and  (reneral  H.  must  determine  it  I  have  no  means  of  deciding 
between  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  places.  But  strength  on  the 
land  side  I  hold  far  more  important  than  exemption  from  liability  to 
bombardment  How  is  the  compiirison  in  regard  to  facility  of  succor  f 
I  should  suppose  the  upper  position  more  within  our  reach  than  the 
other. 

13th. — Stuart  reports  from  Lieutenant-Colond  Wickham,  Sixth  Vir- 
ginia Cavalry,  that  the  exi>edition  of  yesterday  was  of  1,500  infemtry,  a 
squadron  and  five  field  pieces,  which  went  as  far  as  Mrs.  Violet's ;  a  large 
part  of  the  in&ntry  going  as  far  as  Occoquan  Greek,  on  Telegraph  road, 
piloted  by  Joseph  Stiles.  Six  hundred  infantry  went  to  Colchester, 
piloted  by  Jonathan  Boberts.  They  are  supposed  to  have  bivouacked 
last  night  beyond  Pohick. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Centbeyillb,  Va.,  November  13, 1861—10  p.  m. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  T^ear  Dumfries^  Va, : 

My  Dear  General  :  I  believe  you  are  nearly  correct  with  regard  to 
your  coiyecture  as  to  the  future  movements  of  the  enemy.  Those  balloon 
ascensions  indicate  either  offensive  or  defensive  movements,  most  prob- 
ably the  former.  A  few  days  more  and  we  will  have  this  place  strong 
enough  to  detach  a  brigade  to  re-enforce  you,  i.  e.,  in  my  opinion,  for 
General  J.  must  decide,  and  then  we  could  be  ready  to  march  a  large 
force  to  your  relief,  if  you  could  hold  out  for  one  or  two  days  with  the 
assistance  of  Holmes,  who  ought  to  sacrifice,  if  necessary,  some  of  bis 
minor  positions  to  save  Evansport.  Have  Triplett's  and  Powhatan  Hills 
been  fortified,  as  had  been  determined  upon;  if  not,  why  notf  Those 
and  Talbot  Hill  are  the  keys  of  that  position;  no  time  ought  to  be  lost 
in  fortifying  them,  eved  if  it  were  only  for  infiemtiv,  for  if  the  enemy 
takes  them,  how  long  would  the  batteries  hold  outi  Not  ten  minutes! 
Can  you  not  have  it  done  at  once  if  not  already  done  f  I  think  also  tho 
line  of  the  Occoquan  to  be  very  important  so  long  as  the  enemy  does 
not  land  below  it;  but  where  have  we  tlie  forces  to  occupy  it  I  We 
have  just  lost  one  of  our  most  important  brigades  (Jackson's),  which  has 
been  sent  to  the  valley  of  Virginia.  It  would  have  been  worth  its  weight 
in  gold  with  you  at  this  moment. 

I  cannot  approve  of  withdrawing  Evans  from  Leesburg  except  for  a 
battle.  We  cannot  afford  to  lose  that  important  point  on  our  1^  flank 
so  long  as  we  hold  this  position. 
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We  are  going  to  oonstzuct  a  large  bridge  on  the  Oocoqaan  at  Bland's 
Ford;  already  a  small  one  for  infiemtry  is  being  bnilt  there,  and  will  be 
finished  in  two  or  three  days.  I  will  discuss  uie  whole  sabject  of  yonr 
letter  with  General  Johnston  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  he  will  send 
yon  instmctions  for  yonr  guidance. 
The  above  are  only  my  own  personal  views. 
Yoni8|  troly. 

O.  T.  BEAX7BEOABD. 


Hbabquabtbbs, 
OmtreviUe^  November  13, 186L 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Aeting  Secretary  of  War: 

Bib:  I  had  the  honor  to-day  to  receive  yonr  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
in  which  yon  write: 

I  had  not  the  moet  remote  idea  that  yon  expeeted  aid  from  Mr.  Hunter  or  from  this 
department  in  relation  to  winter  quartexs  for  the  troops,  nor  can  I  conceive  npon  what 
haais  von  entertained  snch  expectation,  [and]  I  find  it  impocsible  to  account  for  yonr 
long  delay  in  noticing  my  letter  of  the  Idth  nitimo  and  yonr  failure  to  exhibit  any  sign 
of  uneaBineae  at  tbe  non-appearance  of  the  eaw-milla  or  workmen  yon  expected  to  fur- 
nish the  lumber. 

I  think  that  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  to  which  yon  refer,  shows 
ni>on  what,  basis  I  entertained  the  expectation  in  question,  and  that 
yonr  letter  of  the  13th  ultimo  and  my  conversation  with  your  agent  who 
delivered  it  to  me  account  for  my  failure  to  exhibit  any  sign  of  uneasi- 
ness at  the  non-appearance  of  the  saw-mills  or  workmen.  As  to  delay 
in  noticing  your  letter,  it  merely  accredited  your  agent.  It  seemed  to 
me  to  require  from  one  confident  in  your  agent  no  other  notice  than 
assurance  to  him  of  such  aid,  at  the  proper  time,  as  you  required  for 
him. 

Ton  informed  me  in  your  letter  of  October  13  that  you  had  employed 
two  gentlemen — one  of  whom,  Mr.  Hunter,  delivered  the  letter — ^to  build 
huts  for  this  army — and  that  they  would  explain  the  plan  proposed,  for 
which  my  co-operation  was  asked  especially.  I  was  to  determine  the 
locality  and  lines  where  the  huts  were  to  be  built.  Mr.  Hunter  made 
the  explanation,  and  was  told  tiiat  the  locality  could  not  then  be  indi- 
cated, but  that  the  lumber  might  be  sawed  anywhere  in  rear  of  Manassas 
near  the  railroads,  and  we  parted  with  the  cleair  understanding  on  my 
part  that  he  would  have  his  mills  (ten)  in  operation  about  the  25th.  He 
was  desirous  to  consult  Qeneral  Beauregard,  who  had  considered  the 
subject,  in  regard  to  the  plan  of  the  huts,  and  I  saw  him  no  more.  But 
then,  as  now,  believing  him  to  be  i>erfectly  reliable,  1  did  not  become 
uneasy  until  nearly  a  week  after  the  i>eriod  fixed  upon  by  Mr.  Hunter, 
and  then  wrote  to  the  Acting  Secretary  on  the  subject. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 

P.  S. — ^The  laborers  promised  in  your  letter  of  the  13th  October  have 
not  been  heard  of. 


Camp,  Meadow  Blufp,  November  13,  1861. 

To  the  Seobetasy  of  Wab,  Confederate  States: 

Sib:  This  position  is  one  of  the  most  imx>ortant  in  the  State.    Here, 
or  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  unite  the  only  good  roads  to  the  ferries  of 
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the  New  and  Graoley  Eivers  and  to  the  great  valley  of  the  Kanawha. 
It  is  15  miles  to  the  west  of  Lewisborg.  The  snrroanding  coantry 
abounds  in  supplies  for  the  commissariat.  Wood  and  coal  may  be  sap- 
plied  in  abundance,  and  water  enough  for  a  large  army,  by  making  suit- 
able improvements.  With  prox)er  attention  to  drainage  and  with  well- 
constructed  quarters  the  garrison  would  be  healthy,  while  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people  are  loyal  and  true  to  the  Southern  GonfederacT. 
The  occupation  of  this  post  in  sufficient  force  will  insure  the  safety  of 
Lewisburg  and  the  adjacent  regions  of  fertile  country  and  the  comma- 
nications  leading  thereto,  while  the  enemy  would  be  prevented  £rom 
making  inroads  this  side  of  Gauley  Eiver,  beyond  which  there  is  far  less 
loyalty,  if  sympathy  with  the  North  does  not  actually  preponderate. 
Oar  forces  were,  under  General  Lee,  necessarily  compeUed  to  fall  back 
to  this  point  by  reason  of  the  bad  roads.  No  effective  operations  can 
be  conducted  from  this  point  westward  for  the  reason  just  stated,  traos- 
I)ortatiou  except  by  pack-mules  being  impossible^  while  the  enemy's 
communications  by  land  are  better  than  ours,  besides  his  fetcilities  of 
water  transportation. 

An  advance  force  of  at  least  1,500  men  would  be  required  to  hold  this 
X>oint,  in  view  of  the  present  attitude  and  number  of  Uie  enemy.  Three 
or  five  thousand  more  should  be  within  supi>orting  distance,  for  whom 
a  good  position  can  be  had  a  few  miles  east  of  this  place.  To  provision 
7,000  or  8,000  men  in  this  vicinity  would  be  very  difficult  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  roads — ^to  do  so  a  few  miles  west  of  this,  during  the 
winter,  well-nigh  impossible.  To  make  a  successful  advance  towards 
the  Kanawha  Valley  or  Summersville  with  a  sufficient  force  whUe  the 
roads  are  in  their  present  condition  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  abso- 
lutely  necessary  to  construct  good  roads.  The  best  material  in  this 
region  for  that  purpose  is  plank.  A  steam  siiw-mill  suitably  located 
would  soon  prepare  material  for  putting  our  communications  on  a  footing 
nearly  equal  to  those  of  the  enemy.  The  improvements  contemplated 
would  assist  materially  in  establishing  the  wavering  confidence  of  the 
community,  and  I  venture  to  say  would  not  cost  as  much  as  the  teams, 
which  must  be  worn  out  if  they  are  not  made.  Besides,  rapid  and  suc- 
cessful forward  movements  of  our  troops  will  then  soon  become  possible, 
and  the  struggle  soon  transferred  ftom  this  region  to  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio. 

Hoping  that  this  may  meet  your  approbation,  I  am,  veiy  truly,  year 
obedient  servant, 

J.  LUCIUS  DAYIS, 
Colonelj  Commanding  at  Meadow  Bluff. 


Special  Orders,  \  Headquarters  Aquia  District, 

No.  177.  )  November  13, 1861. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French,  having  reported  for  duty  in  this  dis- 
trict, will,  in  compliance  with  special  orders  from  the  War  Department 
(No.  210),  proceed  to  Evansport  and  relieve  Brig.  Gen.  L  E.  Trimble,  in 
command  of  the  batteries  and  defenses  of  that  vicinity. 

II.  After  having  been  relieved  by  General  French,  General  L  B.  Trim- 
ble will  repair  to  the  s&tion  which  has  been  assigned  to  him  by  the  or- 
ders of  the  War  Department. 

By  order  of  Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes : 

D.  H.  MAUEY, 
AB9%stant  Adjutani'QenenU. 
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BxcHMOND,  November  13, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centreville: 

The  road  to  Manassas  is  so  encnmbered  with  transportation  of  snp« 
plies  that  in  order  to  prevent  farther  delay  I  am  compelled  to  order  up 
to  yonr  army  three  or  four  regiments  by  way  of  Fredericksborg.  Please 
send  orders  to  them  there.  I  have  ordered  two  regiments  from  Staunton 
to  your  re-enforcement^  and  they  will  leave  Staunton  to-morrow  or  day 
after.  (General  Jackson  is  urging  me  to  send  him  an  engineer,  and  I 
have  not  one  at  my  command.  Have  you  one  that  you  can  possibly 
spare  himf 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 


Gentsetille,  November  14, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

Send  all  the  troops  you  can,  and  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Fredericks* 
burg  route  is  good.  We  have  but  one  engineer  officer,  who  is  sick.  We 
require  more. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


Headquabtees  Second  Gobps,  November  14, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Commanding  near  Dumfries  : 

Deab  Whiting  :  We  are  still  waiting  the  movements  of  McCleUan; 
but  for  some  time  i>a8t  have  been  giving  more  and  more  attention  and 
thought  towards  your  side  than  to  our  front  or  left  flank.  Beauregard 
told  me  last  night  that  he  would  suggest  to  Alexander  to  practice  daily 
the  signal  telegraph  with  you.  It  is  becoming  all-important  that  wo 
have  prompt  communication.  At  my  suggestion  orders  have  been  issued 
for  the  making  of  temporary  bridges  across  the  Occoquan.  The  forma- 
tion of  a  reserve  for  the  army  has  reduced  my  command  here  to  three  bri- 
gailes.  Jackson's  went  to  the  valley  of  Virginia.  Elzey's  and  Critten- 
den's were  put  in  the  reserve ;  by  the  way.  Crittenden  has  been  appointed 
major-general,  and  goes  to  Cumberland  Gap,  in  Kentucky.  I  have  Sam. 
Jones,  Toombs,  and  Wilcox  here,  and  your  command  detached,  forming 
the  Second  Corps,  including  Field's  cavalry.  I  am  on  the  wrong  flank 
for  prompt  movement  in  your  direction,  but  rely  upon  it,  old  fellow,  that 
if  they  put  overx)oweriug  numbers  against  you^  I  shall  give  you  all  the 
assistance  in  my  power.  We  are  in  good  condition  considering  all  the 
drawbacks  to  which  we  are  constantly  subject.  My  men  will  move  with 
a  will  in  going  to  your  support. 

Allston  is  here,  has  taken  hold  in  earnest,  and  is  a  great  addition  to 
the  command.  He  signed  a  report  yesterday,  <'  Ben.  Allston,  major,  &c., 
commanding  regiment."  So  you  see  he  is  not  entirely  weaned  from  you 
yet, 

I  sent  you  the  pai>er8  the  other  day  and  send  two  this  morning.  Give 
my  regards  to  Hill,  Wigfall,  and  other  friends.  Your  brother,  Eandal, 
Allston,  and  others  send  kind  regards  to  yourself.  Write  as  often  as 
you  can. 

As  ever,  your  friend, 

G.  W.  [SMITH.] 


954  OPERATIONS  IN  MD.y  N.  YA.,  AND  W.  YA.        [Csir.  Xir. 

Special  Obdisbs,  >  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Officb, 

No.  222.  )  Biohmondj  Va^  November  14, 1861. 

•  •••••  • 

XIV.  The  Fourteenth  Begiment  G^rgia  Yolimteers,  Colonel  [A.  Y.] 
Bmmly  commanding,  and  tiie  Sixteenth  Begiment  North  Carolina  Yd- 
unteers,  Colonel  [S.l  Ijee  commanding^  now  at  Staunton,  will  proceed  by 
march  to  Mount  Jackson,  thence  by  railroad  via  Strasburg  to  Manassas, 
to  report  to  Oeneral  J.  £•  Johnston.  The  next  two  regiments  arriving  at 
Staunton  iiom  General  Lorin^s  comiyand  will  proceed  by  march  to  Win- 
chester, and  report  to  M%jor-General  Jackson. 

•  •••••  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITflEBS, 
AsHHant  Adjutant-OeneroL 

Wab  Depabtment, 
Biehmondj  November  15, 186L 
Oeneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Sm:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you  that  after  delib- 
eration he  has  concluded  to  yield  to  your  suggestions  on  the  subject  of 
assigning  the  cavaliy  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  one  of  t^e  diyis- 
ions,  and  that  he  will  accordingly  leave  the  cavalry,  like  the  artilleiy, 
to  be  distributed  by  you  amongst  the  several  divisions  or  used  in  sadi 
other  manner  as  to  you  shall  seem  most  effective. 

The  new  organizations  into  brigades  and  divisions,  rendered  neces- 
sary in  order  to  assign  to  General  van  Dom  a  command  suitable  to  hh 
rank,  have  also  been  determined  by  the  President,  and  will  be  commiii- 
cated  to  you  by  the  AcUutant-CeneraL 

In  order  to  supply  the  brigadier-genersJs  rendered  necessary  by 
recent  changes,  the  President  has  also  made  the  following  provisions: 

1st.  He  has  directed  that  Brigadier-G^nersd  Trimble  be  assigned  to 
the  command  left  vacant  by  the  promotion  of  Bri^kLier-Oeneral  Crit- 
tenden. 

2d.  That  William  M.  Gardner  be  promoted  to  the  grade  of  brigadier- 
general,  and  assigned  to  the  command  of  Brig.  Oen.  W.  H.  T.  Walker, 
resigned. 

As  General  Gardner  will  be  confined  for  some  time  to  come  by  his 
wound,  the  President  has  sent  to  you  Brig.  Qen,  Bichard  Gamett,  to  be 
assigned  by  you  to  such  duty  as  you  may  deem  proper  until  a  bripide 
is  formed  for  him. 

dd.  In  order  to  supply  a  brigadier-general  to  assist  Miyor-General 
Jackson  in  the  Valley  District  of  your  department,  the  President  directs 
that  one  of  the  four  brigadier-generals  fiom  Virginia,  assigned  by  Gea- 
eral  Orders,  No.  15,  of  22d  ultimo,  to  the  four  Virginia  brigades,  be 
selected  by  you,  to  be  sent  to  command  the  brigade  of  Virginia  regi- 
ments now  in  the  Valley  District. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMESL 
Acting  Seeretary  of  War. 

BiGHHOND,  November  15, 18GL 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  Centreville: 

The  Fourteenth  Alabama  Begiment,  Colonel  Judge,  left  here  yest^- 
day  for  Fredericksburg  and  Manassas.    It  wiU  require  arms.    I  tele- 
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graphed  Ctoneral  Holmes  to-day  to  halt  it  near  DamMes.  A  regiment 
left  to-day  by  Oentral;  another  will  leave  on  the  18th  by  Gentr^  road, 
and  one  on  the  16th  and  one  on  the  17th  by  Fredericksburgi  all  nn- 
armed.  A  North  Carolina  regiment  from  Loring'n  commandi  armed, 
left  Stannton  yesterday  for  Manassas  by  Centxal  and  Orange  road. 

S.  GOOPEB, 
A^juUmi  and  Inspector  OeneriiL 


Wab  Dbpabtmsnt,  0.  S.  A., 

Biokmandj  November  15, 1861. 

Brig.  Cton.  John  B.  Floyd,  Commanding  Army  of  Kanatoha: 

Sib:  I  have  hitherto  refrained  fh)m  replying  to  your  several  letters 
in  relation  to  yoor  proposed  movements  during  the  coming  winter, 
because  it  was  necessaiy  first  to  ascertain  what  force  would  be  under 
your  command,  and  whether  such  force  could  reasonably  be  ezpected 
to  succeed  in  any  offensive  operation.  I  have  at  last  succeeded  in 
sending  to  your  aid  three  fine  regiments,  that  will  be  with  you  before 
yonr  receipt  of  this  letter,  one  under  Oolonel  Starke,  and  two  Tennessee 
regiments  under  Brigadier-Gleneral  Donelson.  With  this  force  the 
President  Ib  satisfied  you  ought  to  be  able  to  hold  your  position  at 
Cotton  Mountain,  and  he  hopes  you  will  not  feul  to  do  so,  as  it  is  very 
obvious  that  on  your  abandonment  of  so  important  a  i)oint  the  enemy, 
now  taught  by  exi)erience,  will  not  &il  to  seize  it.  Hardships  and 
exposure  will  undoubtedly  be  suffered  by  our  troops,  but  this  is  war, 
and  we  cannot  hope  to  conquer  our  lib^ties  or  secure  our  rights  by 
ease  and  comfort  We  cannot  believe  that  our  gallant  and  determined 
citizen  soldiers  will  shrink  from  a  campaign  the  result  of  which  must 
be  to  drive  the  enemy  outside  of  our  borders  and  to  secure  for  us  the 
possession  of  a  valley  of  such  vast  importance  as  that  of  the  Kanawha 
at  the  present  critical  juncture.  I  therefore  hope  that  you  will  not  feel 
compelled  to  abandon  Cotton  Mountain  in  order  to  fall  back  on  Baleigh 
Court-House,  or  any  otibier  point,  until  you  have  forced  the  enemy  to 
abandon  their  camp  at  the  junction  of  the  Gkiuley  and  Kanawha.  I 
have  sent  you  a  rifled  twelve-pounder  within  the  last  few  days,  and 
will  send  you  another  in  a  few  days  more.  I  am  very  sorry  we  have  no 
24-pounder  howitzers.  Do  your  best  to  keep  your  road  to  Newbem  in 
transitable  order,  and  supplies  shaJl  not  flEul  you. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMJ^ 
AeHng  Secretary  of  War. 


Headqtjabtebs, 
C&ntreifiUe^  November  16, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjajon,  Acting  Secretary  of  War: 

Sm :  I  respectfully  inclose  herewith  copies  of  two  letters  just  received 
fix>m  Brigadier-Oeneral  Whiting.  This  officer^  with  his  own  brigade  and 
three  Texan  regiments  of  Wigfall's  brigade,  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Dumfries.  I  have  directed  that  the  three  new  regiments  shall  be  added 
to  this  force — those  coming  via  Fredericksburg. 

My  object  in  laying  these  letters  before  you  is  to  show  the  importance 
of  additional  re-enforcements  to  enable  Brigadier-Oeneral  Whiting  to 
defeat  such  attempts  of  the  enemy  as  he  expects.    If  you  have  any 
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disposable  troops,  I  ventxire  to  assert  that  no  more  important  object  can 
be  found  for  their  employment.  Superior  numbers  and  the  control  of 
the  river  and  possession  of  a  great  number  of  vessels,  give  the  United 
States  troops  in  Maryland  opposite  to  Evansi>ort  great  ^vantages  over 
us.  Should  he  (the  enemy)  establish  himself  on  our  shore  in  force,  he 
will  so  intrench  himself  in  a  few  hours  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  dis- 
lodge him,  and  we  shall  soon  "have  a  fortified  army  on  our  right  flaok. 
The  condition  of  the  roads  is  now  such  from  the  rains,  unusual  at  this 
season,  that  the  troops  here  cannot  move  with  such  facility  as  to  be  able 
to  guard  this  position  and  watch  the  Lower  Occoquan  and  shore  of  the 
Potomac  near  its  mouth.  We  have  great  difficulty  in  transporting  our 
supplies  from  Manassas  even.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  apprehended  landing  of  the  enemy,  that  we  should  have  as 
nearly  as  possible  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  repel  the  enemy  oq 
the  Occoquan  or  the  bank  of  the  Potomac.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
march  from  this  position  in  time  to  aid  Brigadier-Oeneral  Whiting  after 
learning  the  enemy's  designs,  which  could  only  be  known  after  his 
movement  should  be  commenced. 

Should  the  enemy  establish  a  new  base  on  the  river  below  the  Occo- 
quan in  the  manner  indicated  above,  it  would  be  impossible  to  hold  this 
position.  The  superiority  of  numbers  against  us  makes  it  impracticable 
to  divide  this  army.  This  position  cannot  be  given  up  upon  any  con- 
jecture of  the  enemy's  designs.  I  therefore  respectfully  urge  that  any 
disposable  troops  you  may  have  be  ordered  to  this  army  for  service  un- 
der Oeneral  Whiting.  Should  they  be  at  Eichmond,  the  Fredericksburg 
road  would  be  most  expeditious  for  a  part  of  the  force  at  least. 

The  A<]^utan^General  informed  me  that  6,000  or  7,000  of  General 
Loring's  troops  would  be  near  Staunton  about  this  time.  They  might 
serve  here  during  the  crisis,  and  aftorwsurds  perform  the  service  for 
which  they  have  been  intended. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lieutenant  Lane,  son  of  the  late  United 
States  Senator  from  Oregon. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OenerdL 

P.  S.— McC.  regards  the  division  of  this  army  as  his  best  chance  of 
success. 

[InolMares.] 

Headquabtebs  Tboops  near  Dumfries, 

November  15, 1861. 

Private  Hanan,  of  Andrews'  battery^as  just  returned  from  ])f  arylanO, 
where  he  has  been  since  October  24.  He  reports  very  much  the  same  as 
all  others  as  to  force  and  intention  of  the  enemy.  They  will  attack  by 
the  flotilla  above  and  below,  and  attempt  throwing  a  very  large  force 
across.  He  landed  at  Holland  Point,  and  informs  me  that  he  learned 
above  Occoquan  that  they  were  building  a  pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the 
Occoquan,  and  the  reconnaissance  the  other  day  was  to  select  a  place 
for  it  This  is  important.  I  have  seen  French.  He  pronounces  the 
batteries  untenable  against  fire  from  the  opposite  side  and  the  fleets;  in 
fact,  expresses  himself  just  as  I  did,  you  recollect,  when  I  saw  them. 
He  IS  very  much  disgusted,  and  he  goes  in  for  my  plan  of  changing  to 
Cockpit.  I  have  written  to  Richmond  for  permission.  If  they  cross  the 
Occoquan  in  heavy  force  I  shall  probably  fight  at  the  Keabsco  crossing. 


CHAr.xrr.]         CORBESPOKDENCE,   ETC. — COKFEDEBATE.  957 

You  most  look  out  on  the  right.  We  have  tremendoas  odds  against  ns, 
and  if  they  cross  the  ran  we  shall  have  a  heavy  fight.  It  is  good  that 
General  T.  has  been  relieved,  though  mighty  hard  on  French.  If  the 
re-enforcements  come,  I  will  give  him  two  regiments.  I  have  to  watch 
that  Oocoqoan  movement  My  dear  general,  the  position  is  difficult  and 
anxious.  What  wouldn't  I  give  if  G.  W.  [Smith]  was  in  comn^md  down 
heref 

As  to  the  change  to  Cockpit,  if  it  can  be  executed  it  will  undoubtedly 
disconcert  and  delay  the  enemy.  I  only  fear  it  may  be  too  late.  Where 
are  all  the  engineer  officers  of  the  Army  f  Hadn't  you  better  show  this 
to  Beauregard  f 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 

Headquastebs  Tboops  nbab  Dxtmfbies, 

Nwomber  16, 1861. 

Deab  Gekebal  :  I  sent  you  yesterday  some  important  intelligence, 
received  from  some  of  our  men  who  have  been  over  in  Maryland. 
Perhaps  owing  to  the  swelling  of  the  creeks  it  did  not  reach  you.  The 
cMef  point  was  the  certain  information  that  the  enemy  are  preparing 
a  pontoon  bridge  to  cross  the  Occoquan.  They  will  cross  near  the  town 
of  Occoquan,  and  I  think  land  at  the  same  time  at  Deep  Hole,  where 
they  can  put  across  a  very  large  force.  I  think  you  may  depend  on  the 
grand  attack  being  on  our  right  this  time,  and  we  shall  catch  it  heie. 
You  must  look  out  for  ma  There  is  no  time  to  be  lost.  The  enemy  are 
only  waiting  for  their  flotilla  organization.  The  batteries,  per  ae^  as  bat- 
teries, will  not  be  tenable  against  a  heavy  fleet  attack  combined  with  the 
flre  from  the  other  side.  They  were  never  constructed  so  as  to  protect 
the  guns  from  being  dismounted.  I  telegraphed  for  authority  to  with- 
draw them  and  place  them  at  Cockpit.  The  main  question  is  whether 
it  can  now  be  done  in  time.  If  you  are  fortified  up  there,  and  be- 
lieve as  I  do  in  the  attack  here  in  heavy  force,  let  a  brigade  move  at 
once  toward  Bacon  Bace.  There  ought  to  be  a  regiment  of  cavalry  here 
to  act,  and  certainly  another  battery.  I  have  only  Imboden  and  Hamp- 
ton, and  consequently  nothing  to  act  with  my  brigade,  which  is  and  wUl 
be  the  reserve  troops,  the  artillery  being  posted  at  certain  points  for 
action.  Heintzelman's  division  will  I  tlunk  cross  the  Occoquan,  and 
Sickles  will  land  in  force  at  Deep  Hole.  The  roads  converge  at  Kan- 
key's  farm,  on  tbe  Neabsco,  where  I  expect  Wigfall  to  meet  and  hold 
them  in  check  while  I  fall  on  their  flank.  The  Fredericksburg  regi- 
ments have  not  arrived  spoken  of  in  your  note.  The  sooner  they  come 
the  better ;  but  order,  if  you.  please,  your  commissariat  and  quartermas- 
ter's department  to  be  energetic  My  train  has  the  whole  burden  of 
the  Texas  brigade,  which  was  sent  here  without  transportation  from 
Bichmond,  &c 

Yours,  truly,  

WHITmG. 


NOVEMBEB  16, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

My  Dear  General  :  I  believe  in  all  that  Whiting  says.  As  to  that 
new  battery  at  Cockpit  Point,  I  fear  it  is  entirely  too  late.  Either  we 
must  be  prepared  to  fight  them  there  with  some  force  or  withdraw  our 
forces  and  guns  within  the  line  of  the  Upi>er  Occoquan,  and  then^  should 
they  attempt  to  move  along  the  Potomac,  we  must  attack  them  m  flank 
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aDd  lear.    As  to  Oolonel  Anderson,  he  has  received  orders  to  work  with 
his  ganison  on  those  new  forts  aroand  Manassas. 

I  advise  you  to  send  an  express  to  Bichmond  with  a  copy  of  General 
Whiting's  letter  to  the  President,  calling  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  intronched  camps  and  hills  in  rear  of  the  Evansport  batteries  have 
never  been  constoicted,  notwithstanding  yoor  repeated  instructions  or 
advice  on  the  subject. 
Yours,  truly, 

O.  T.  BEAUEEOABD. 


Headqtjabtbbs, 
CeiUreviUey  November  16, 186L 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Whiting  : 

D£AB  Genebal  :  A  regiment  left  Bichmond  on  the  14th  for  Freder- 
icksburg, and  another  is  to  do  so  to-day  and  another  to-morrow,  all 
unarmed.  I  directed  the  quartermaster  to  send  you  for  these  new  regi- 
ments, beginning  with  the  Texans,  twenty-four  wagons,  which  will  start 
to-day,  should  the  Occoquan  be  fordable.  They  are  to  take  1,000 
muskets  (perhaps  1,800)  and  about  60  boxes  of  cartridges  for  the  regi- 
ments of  the  14th  and  16th— dates  of  leaving  Bichmond.  All  these  new 
troops  are  unarmed,  and  as  I  said  that  two  could  be  armed  at  Manassas, 
they  send  five  to  use  the  muskets — ^these  people  in  Bichmond. 

1  requested  Ghenend  Holmes  to  procure  permanent  transportation  far 
these  troops  about  Fredericksburg,  if  possible ;  I  shall  therefore  wait 
to  hear  from  him  before  sending  more  wagons. 

When  I  hear  of  the  last  regiment,  arms  shall  be  sent  for  it,  too,  if 
they  can  be  found. 

I  have  had  a  bridge  over  the  Occoquan  begun  on  the  road  from 
Dumfries  to  Manassas,  and  am  asking  for  laborers  to  improve  the  road. 

I  have  desired  General  Holmes  to  have  such  field  works  as  can  now 
be  made  begun  on  the  heighto  at  Evansport  Will  you  advise  in  the 
case! 

1^0  Staunton  regiments  are  to  join  WigflAlL  His  brigade  oonsistB  of 
the  three  Texan  regiments  belonging  to  your  command.  The  three 
re^ments  to  come,  iSso  to  be  under  your  command,  are  new,  I  suppose, 
bemg  unarmed.    Brigade  them  at  your  discretion. 

Colonel  Walker  is,  I  doubt  not,  a  very  competent  officer.  I  knew 
him  as  an  excellent  captain. 

If  the  new  regiments  can  serve  where  there  are  breastworks  it  will 
be  well  to  so  place  them,  by  exchanges  if  necessary.    I  wish  the  divid- 
ing lines  between  the  districto  considered  obliterated. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  jomsrsTON. 

In  arming  these  regiments  don't  include  men  not  likely  to  be  able  to 
use  their  muskets  soon,  for  we  are  to  have  more  men  than  arms. 


Hdqbs.  Bsgond  Gobps,  Abmy  of  the  Potokac, 

CentrevUlej  Fa.,  Ifavember  16, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WHixma,  Commanding  near  Dumfries : 

Deab  Whiting:  General  Johnston  desires  me  to  write  you  in  an- 
swer to  your  letters  to  him  of  yesterday  and  to-day.  The  position  you 
propose  to  occupy  on  the  Neabsco  and  general  plan  for  resisting  an 
advance  of  the  enemy  is  considered  the  best  that  could  be  adopted. 
In  regard  to  moving  the  batteries,  he  authorizes  you  to  do  whatevtf  in 
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your  jadRment  may  be  best.  Tbe  only  question  in  his  mind  is  the  one 
saggestod  by  yon  as  to  whether  there  is  time.  If  only  part  of  the 
guns  can  be  moved,  it  would  perhaps  be  well  to  do  this;  but  this  and 
all  other  points  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  guns  and  batteries 
and  their  defense  are  placed  under  your  control.  The  general  expressly 
directs  me  to  teU  you  to  communicate  this  fact  to  General  FrencL 

Copies  of  your  letters  above  alluded  to — ^with  certain  passages  omit- 
ted— ^have  bem  sent  by  special  messenger  to  the  President,  with  a  view 
to  having  ro-^mforcements  sent  to  you  by  railroad  from  Staunton  or  other 
available  sources.  A  battery  will  be  sent  you  from  here  immediately^ 
and  a  brigade  will  be  kept  on  the  Occoquan  in  observation.  The  gen* 
eral  suggests  that  Hampton's  Legion,  as  £ir  as  practicable,  watch  and 
endeavor  to  delay  and  annoy  the  enemy  at  the  passage  of  the  Occo- 
quan }  and  above  all  get  definite  information  in  regard  to  their  strength. 
If  they  come  upon  you  in  large  numbers,  approaching,  say,  half  of  their 
effective  force  for  fidd  operations,  the  whole  of  this  army  would  prob- 
ably be  thrown  against  them,  with  a  determination  to  crush  them;  but 
if  tiieir  attack  upon  you  should  prove  to  be  only  a  strong  demonstra- 
tion, or  even  a  real  attack  with  numbers  onl^  a  little  superior  to  your 
own,  it  would  not  be  well  ftarther  to  divide  this  army. 

It  is  believed  here  upon  the  best  evidence  that  McGlellan  bases  his  only 
hope  of  success  in  "putting  down  the  rebellion"  upon  dividing  and  ma- 
ternally diminishing  the  strength  of  this  army.  The  loss  of  Jackson's 
brigade  was  a  great  disadvantage  to  us,  and  was  but  the  beginning  of 
what  McGlellan  is  trying  to  accomplish.  I  think  it  will  go  no  further; 
bat  that  if  he  ventures  from  his  fortifications  on  the  bank  of  the  Poto- 
mac he  will  have  to  fight  us  united.  Keep  us  well  advised.  A  bright 
eye,  clear  head,  and  resolute  hand  will  beat  them  in  spite  of  their  num- 
bers, organization,  and  equipment.  We  will  do  everything  we  can 
towards  getting  information  of  their  movements  in  your  direction  fh)m 
Alexandria,  and  give  you  the  earliest  possible  advices. 

Major  Martin,  of  tie  Mississippi  squadron  of  cavalry,  attacked  a 
part^  of  50  men,  the  escort  of  a  foraging  train,  about  1^  ndles  this  side 
of  Upton's  Hill,  this  afternoon,  killed  4,  wonnaed  as  many,  and  took  31 
prisoners,  among  them  a  captain  and  lieutenant.  He  got  five  wagons — 
all  they  had — ^loaded  with  com.  On  our  side  <^  nobody  hurt"  With 
best  wishes  for  your  complete  success  over  the  invaders,  I  am,  as  ever, 
your  Mend, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major-Oeneralj  Camfnanding. 


BiOHMOin),  November  16, 1861. 

General  Holmes,  BtooMb  StaUon^  Va. : 

€toneral  Whiting  has  been  authorized  by  telegraph  to  ezerdse  his 
discretion.    So  inform  him. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraJ, 


ByanspowTj  November  16,1861. 
(General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

Dear  Gsnsbal  :  I  leave  for  Eichmond  to-day  and  hope  to  be  able 
to  rejoin  the  Army  of  Potomac  under  you  soon. 
One  word  about  Evansport  batteries :  We  have  each  of  these  batteries 
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nearly  inclosed  by  separate  infantry  defenses,  and  the  entire  shore  is 
picketed  off  to  effectually  prevent  a  surprise  by  night.  This  I  have 
deemed  very  important,  and  the  indosure  of  batteries  preliminary  to 
the  intrenched  camp.  On  this  last  point  I  have  changed  my  opinion,  as 
I  think  you  and  General  Beauregaid  would  yours  if  here. 

Powhatan  Hill  and  Triplett's  are  too  far  from  the  batteries  to  protect 
them  by  infantry,  and  we  have  no  heavy  guns  to  put  into  such  a  cam]); 
besides  this,  the  enemy  can  only  reach  these  hills  (unless  on  our  shore 
front)  by  landing  above  Quantico  and  Chopawamsio  Creeks  and  march- 
iug  5  mUes  to  the  head  of  those  creeks  and  5  miles  down  into  this  penin- 
sula, opx>osed  all  the  way  by  our  forces,  in  a  country  where  scarcely  more 
than  a  platoon  can  flght  in  front.  This  the  enemy  doubtless  knows,  and 
will  never  attempt  I  have  therefore  abandoned  the  intrenched  camp 
on  the  hills,  and  propose  one  down  on  the  river  plain  to  inclose  the  two 
upper  batteries.  This  has  been  laid  off  but  not  begun,  giving  place,  as  I 
have  remarked,  to  the  pickets  on  the  shore  and  the  closing  of  the  gorge 
of  each  battery.  I  have  suggested  to  General  French  its  rapid  comple- 
tion. But,  general,  we  have  too  few  guns  here  to  resist  a  combined  at- 
tack from  three  or  more  heavy  ships  and  the  batteries  on  the  other  side, 
and  we  should  have  more  guns,  either  to  put  on  the  hills,  or  (which  I 
prefer)  to  plant  batteries  on  Cockpit  Point  Bluff  above  us,  and  thus 
elude  the  batteries  opposite  this  pioint,  extending  our  line  of  defense 
farther  along  the  river.  The  guns,  I  think,  can  yet  be  got  op  on  the 
George  Page  at  night,  if  they  are  ready  for  use.  I  shall  urge  this  to 
General  Holmes  and  also  in  Richmond.  What  you  have  now  to  meet  is 
a  severe  bombardment  from  the  other  side,  combined  with  heavy  ships 
from  above  and  below  our  batteries.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will 
attempt  to  land  before  this,  but  I  believe  he  will  at  the  same  time  the 
attack  is  made  march  down  on  the  Occoquan,  attempt  to  cross,  and  fall 
on  our  forces  at  Dumfries. 

With  the  belief  you  will  again  defeat  the  enemy,  I  am,  truly,  yours, 

I.  E.  TBIMBLE. 

P.  S. — ^Ask  General  Beauregard  if  the  intended  camp  was  done,  or 
why  not ;  please  give  him  my  views. 

We  have  not  the  men  or  tools  to  do  more  than  we  have  done ;  our 
heavy  night  pickets  and  large  fatigue  working  parties  have  made  the 
duty  very  severe  on  the  command. 

You  or  General  Beauregard  or  General  Smith  should  come  down  here 
and  take  a  look.    It  is  to  be  the  center  of  the  next  contest. 


Centbevillb,  November  16,  1861. 
General  S*  Coopeb  : 

Please  send  several  naval  officers  to  serve  under  Captain  Sterrett,  at 
the  navy  batteries  at  Manassas,  as  soon  as  praoticable. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


GBNBBAIi  OBDBUS,  \  ADJT.  AND  INSP.  GRN.'S  OFFICE, 

No.  18.  )  Eichmandj  Fa.,  November  16, 1861. 

Paragraph  3  of  General  Orders,  No.  15  [October  22],  current  series, 
is  hereby  modified,  and  the  several  di^isions  and  brigades  therein  wOl 
be  arranged  as  follows,  to  wit: 

First  Division,  under  M%jor-General  Van  Dom : 

First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Whiting,  to  consist  of  five  Missis- 
sippi regiments. 
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Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Wilcox,  to  consist  of  five  Alabama 
regiments. 

Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-Ckneral  Bodes,  to  consist  of  five  Alabama 
regiments. 

Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Taylor,  to  consist  of  fonr  Looisi- 
ana  regiments  and  one  Loaisiana  battalion. 

Fifth  Bri^bde,  Brigadier-General  Grifiith,  to  consist  of  four  Missis- 
sippi regiments. 

Second  Division;  under  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith : 

Firat  Brigade,  Brig.  Gren.  S.  Jones,  to  consist  of  four  Virginia  regi- 
ments. 

Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Early,  to  consist  of  four  Virginia 
regiments. 

Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Trimble,  to  consist  of  two  Virginia, 
two  Tennessee,  and  one  Kentucky  regiments. 

Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Gocke,  to  consist  of  four  Virginia 
regiments. 

Fifth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Gamett,  to  consist  of  four  Virginia 
regiments,  en  route. 

Third  Division,  under  Major-Gencral  Longstreet : 

First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gten.  D.  H.  Hill,  to  consist  of  five  North  Caro- 
lina regiments. 

Second  Brigade,  Brig.  Gten.  D.  B.  Jones,  to  consist  of  four  South 
Carolina  regiments. 

Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Bonham,  to  consist  of  four  South 
Carolina  regiments. 

Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  WigfaJl,  to  consist  of  three  Texas 
regiments. 

Legion,  Colonel  Hampton,  to  consist  of  the  Hampton  Legion. 

Fourth  Division,  under  Imy.  Gen.  E.  K.  Smith : 

First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  R.  Jackson,  to  consist  of  four  €korgia 
regiments,  en  route. 

Second  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Toombs,  to  consist  of  four  G^rgia 
regiments. 

Third  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Elzey,  to  consist  of  three  G^rgia 
and  one  Maryland  regiments. 

Fourth  Brigade,  Brigadier-Greneral  Evans,  to  consist  of  four  G^rgia 
regiments. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Dumfbies,  November  16, 1861. 

General  S.  Coopeb: 

What  are  they  sending  me  unarmed  and  new  regiments  fort  Don't 
want  them.  They  will  only  be  in  my  way.  Can't  feed  them  nor  use 
them.  I  want  re-enforcements,  not  recruits.  Please  to  put  those  new 
regiments  somewhere  else.  They  can  do  no  good  here,  and  will  only 
seriously  embarrass  all  oi>erations. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING. 

61  B  B— TOL  T 
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BiGHMOND,  NoTcmber  17, 1861. 

General  W,  H.  C.  Whiting,  Dumfries^  Va. : 

Communicate  with  General  Johnston,  at  whose  instance  the  regi- 
ments Tia  Fredericksburg  were  to  stop  at  Evansport,  where  they  were 
to  be  armed  from  the  depot  at  Manassas. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


EiGHMONB,  November  17, 1861. 

Maj.  Oen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Brookes  Station : 

The  regiment  that  left  here  yesterday  for  Evansport  had  better  remain 
at  Fredericksburg  for  the  present,  on  account  of  General  Whiting's  dis- 
patch.   No  more  unarmed  regiments  will  be  sent  in  that  direction. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  CfeneraL 


Was  Department,  Rtchmond,  November  17, 1861^ 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Idth 
instant,  received  yesterday. 

I  perceive  that  your  impression  of  the  result  of  your  conversation 
with  Mr.  Hunter  was  entirely  different  from  that  which  he  communi- 
cated to  me,  and  this  fact  is,  perhaps,  the  best  proof  that  it  would  have 
been  more  regular  and  prudent  that  you  should  have  communicated  to 
me  in  writing  some  reply  to  my  letter  of  13th  ultimo. 

This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  smaU  importance  now^  as  I  am  gratified 
to  perceive  by  your  omission  to  call  on  me  for  the  aid  tendered  in  my 
letter  of  7th  instant  that  you  have  found  means  to  shelter  tiie  army 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Department. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War, 

P.  S. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Hon.  B.  M.  T.  Hunter,  who  tendered 
his  services  in  procuring  the  thousand  laborers  for  work  on  intrench- 
ments  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  13th  ultimo,  has  been  prevented  thus 
far  from  accomplishing  that  object  by  a  difficulty  in  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia. Ho  hoped  to  get  authority  fh)m  the  governor  to  impress  free 
negroes,  but  it  seeips  that  the  power  for  that  purpose  does  not  exist  in 
the  governor.  The  quartermaster  is  trying  to  get  slaves,  in  accordance 
with  your  recent  request,  to  work  on  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Uie  camp. 


EiCHMOND,  November  18, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  CentreviUcj  Va.: 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  naval  officer.    Every  one  not  otherwise 
disposed  of  has  been  sent  South. 

8.  OOOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OenerdL 
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General  J06KPH  E.  Johhbton,  C.  &  A^  CemtrmOej  Va.: 

Sib:  FpoD  ropfcgmtitioiis  as  to  the  defectiTe  canstmctioQ  of  the 
batteries  at  and  near  Eyansport  and  the  hazard  of  bombardment  by 
batteries  reomtly  established  by  the  en^ny  on  the  Maryland  shore, 
directions  hare  been  given  to  remoTe  the  gnns  to  Cookptt,  as  reoom* 
mended  by  General  Whiting  and  othos.  It  wiD^  howereri  give  to  the 
enemy  opportunity  to  make  a  landing  at  Ship  Point,  and  thence  threaten 
the  i>osition  of  General  Holmes.  If  a  hu^  force  shoold  be  landed  on 
the  Potomac  below  General  Holmes,  with  a  view  to  torn  or  to  attack 
him,  the  valne  of  the  positicm  between  Dumfries  and  Fredericksbnrg 
will  be  so  @eat,  that  I  \nah  yon  to  give  to  that  line  yonr  personal  in- 
spection. With  a  soffident  force  the  enemy  may  be  prevented  fhun 
leaving  his  boats,  shoold  he  be  able  to  cross  the  river.  To  make  the 
force  available  at  either  of  the  points  whidi  he  may  select,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  improve  the  roads  connecting  the  advanced  posts  with  the 
armies  dT  the  Potomac  and  of  the  Aqoia  as  weU  as  wiUi  each  other, 
and  to  haye  tiie  requisite  teams  to  move  heavy  gons  with  celerity.  At 
Cockpit,  if  the  topography  has  been  correctly  reported,  oor  batteries 
win  not  be  in  danger  of  bombardment  from  the  Maiyland  shore,  but 
will  be  more  liable  to  a  land  attack  than  when  at  ^Tansport;  and, 
being  fkrther  removed  from  support  by  General  Holmes,  will  need  to 
have  a  larger  garrison  in  the  event  supposed. 

As  I  notified  you,  unarmed  troops  have  been  sent  to  receive  the  arms 
in  your  possession,  and  three  armed  regiments  have  been  sent  to  your 
department  since  my  last  letter  to  you.  (The  troops  from  Staunton 
may  be  soon  expected.)  We  must  ask  of  our  army  that  it  will  perform 
such  service  as  has  distinguished  it  heretofore,  and  we  hope  that  our 
just  cause  is  safe  in  its  keeping,  though,  if  it  were  iK)S8ible,  I  would 
send  to  you  many  more  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFEBSON  DAVIS. 


Bbooee's  Station,  Navewiber  18, 1861. 
Greneral  Goopeb: 

General  Whiting  wishes  the  two  other  regiments  forwarded.  He  can 
arm  them. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-OeiiercLL 

BiOHMom),  November,  18, 1861. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Brookes  Station : 

There  is  but  one  other  regiment,  which  will  leave  for  Fredericksburg 
day  after  to-morrow.  The  other  regiments  have  been  sent  to  Manassas, 
as  General  Whiting,  by  telegraph,  declined  to  receive  them. 

S.  COOPER, 
Acljutant  and  Inspector  Oenera^ 


Richmond,  Xovember  10, 1861. 
Gteneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia^  Centreville: 

Sib  :  Your  communications  of  the  14th,  15tb,  and  i6th  instants  *  were 

*  None  of  these  eommonicAtiont  found. 
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BiGHMOND,  Natcmber  17, 1861. 

General  W,  H.  C.  WniriNa,  BumfrieSj  Va. : 

Communicate  with  General  Johnston,  at  whose  instance  the  la- 
ments Tia  Fredericksburg  were  to  stop  at  Evansport,  where  they  were 
to  be  armed  fh)m  the  depot  at  Manassas. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


EiGHMOND,  November  17, 1861. 

M£|j.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Brookes  Station : 

The  regiment  that  left  here  yesterday  for  Evansport  had  better  remain 
at  Fredericksburg  for  the  present,  on  account  of  General  Whiting's  dis- 
patch.   Ko  more  unarmed  regiments  will  be  sent  in  that  direction. 

8.  COOPBE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  CfeneraL 


Was  Depabtment,  Richmondj  November  17, 1861^ 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  IStii 
instant,  received  yesterday. 

I  perceive  that  your  impression  of  the  result  of  your  conversation 
with  Mr.  Hunter  was  entirely  different  from  that  which  he  communi- 
cated to  me,  and  this  fact  is,  perhaps,  the  best  proof  that  it  would  have 
been  more  regular  and  prudent  that  you  should  have  communicated  to 
me  in  writing  some  reply  to  my  letter  of  13th  ultimo. 

This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  small  importance  now^  as  I  am  gratified 
to  perceive  by  your  omission  to  call  on  me  for  the  aid  tendered  in  my 
letter  of  7th  instant  that  you  have  found  means  to  shelter  tiie  army 
without  the  assistance  of  the  Department. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  Hon.  B.  M.  T.  Hunter,  who  tendered 
his  services  in  procuring  the  thousand  laborers  for  work  on  intrench- 
ments  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  13th  ultimo,  has  been  prevented  thus 
far  from  accomplishing  that  object  by  a  difficulty  in  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia. Ho  hoped  to  get  authority  from  the  governor  to  impress  free 
negroes,  but  it  seei^s  that  the  power  for  tMt  purpose  does  not  exist  in 
the  governor.  The  quartermaster  is  trying  to  get  slaves,  in  accordance 
with  your  recent  request,  to  work  on  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  camp. 


EiCHMOND,  November  18, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  CentreviUe^  Va.: 

It  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  naval  officer.    Every  one  not  otherwise 
disposed  of  has  been  sent  South. 

S.  OOOPEB, 
A^utant  and  InspecUir  GeneraL 
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BiGHMONBy  Ya.,  November  18, 18Cl. 
Oeneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  O.  S.  A.,  CetUreviUej  Va. : 

SiB:  Upon  representations  as  to  the  defective  constmction  of  the 
batteries  at  and  near  Evansport  and  the  hazard  of  bombardment  by 
batteries  recently  established  by  the  enemy  on  the  Maryland  shore, 
directions  have  been  given  to  remove  the  guns  to  Cockpit,  as  recom- 
mended by  Genersd  Whitihg  and  others.  It  will,  however,  give  to  the 
enemy  opportonity  to  make  a  landing  at  Ship  Point,  and  thence  threaten 
the  position  of  General  Holmes.  If  a  large  force  should  be  landed  on 
the  Potomac  below  General  Holmes,  with  a  view  to  turn  or  to  Attack 
him,  the  valae  of  the  position  between  Dumfries  and  Fredericksburg 
will  be  so  @]eat,  that  I  wish  vou  to  give  to  that  line  your  personal  in- 
spection. With  a  sufficient  force  the  enemy  may  be  prevented  from 
leaving  his  boats,  should  he  be  able  to  cross  the  river.  To  make  the 
force  available  at  either  of  the  points  which  he  may  select,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  improve  the  roads  connecting  tlie  advanced  ix)sts  with  the 
armies  of  the  Potomac  and  of  Uie  Aquia  as  well  as  witii  each  other, 
and  to  have  the  requisite  teams  to  move  heavy  guns  with  celerity.  At 
Cockpit,  if  the  topography  has  been  correctly  reported,  our  batteries 
will  not  be  in  danger  of  bombardment  from  the  Maryland  shore,  but 
will  be  more  liable  to  a  land  attack  than  when  at  Evansport;  and, 
being  further  removed  frx>m  support  by  Genersd  Holmes,  will  need  to 
have  a  larger  garrison  in  the  event  supposed. 

As  I  notified  j^ou,  unarmed  troops  have  been  sent  to  receive  the  arms 
in  your  ix)ssession,  and  three  armed  regiments  have  been  sent  to  your 
department  since  my  last  letter  to  you.  (l^e  troops  from  Staunton 
may  be  soon  expected.)  We  must  ask  of  our  army  that  it  will  perform 
such  service  as  has  distinguished  it  heretofore,  and  we  hope  that  our 
just  cause  is  safe  in  its  keeping,  though,  if  it  were  possible,  I  would 
send  to  you  many  more  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Brooke's  Station,  Navember  18, 1861. 
General  Goopeb: 

Oeneral  Whiting  wishes  the  two  other  regiments  forwarded.  He  can 
arm  them. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-OenerdL 

BiOHMom),  November  18, 1801. 

Oeneral  T.  H.  Holmes,  Brookes  Station : 

There  is  but  one  other  regiment,  which  will  leave  for  Fredericksburg 
day  after  to-morrow.  The  other  regiments  have  been  sent  to  Manassas, 
as  Oeneral  Whiting,  by  telegraph,  declined  to  receive  them. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


EiCHMOND,  November  19, 1861. 
Oeneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  D^artment  of  Northern  Virginia^  Centreville: 

Sib  :  Your  communications  of  the  14th,  15th,  and  i6th  instants  *  were 

*  None  of  these  commozucations  found. 
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dxjif  received  and  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  to  sach  de- 
partment of  the  staff  to  which  they  related,  with  instructions.  Your 
inquiries  respecting  unarmed  regiments  sent  firom  this  city  to  Manassas 
and  Evansport  have  been  answered  by  telegraph. 

The  regiments  as  they  arrive  at  Staunton  from  General  Loring's  com- 
mand will  be  pushed  forward  to  Manassas,  but  it  is  proper  to  state  that 
by  a  letter  received  to-day  from  General  Loring  it  is  apprehended  that 
the  force  firom  that  quarter  will  be  considerably  reduced,  as  he  remarks 
that  his  position  immediately  in  front  of  the  enemy  cannot  be  weakened 
by  the  withdrawal  of  his  troops  at  present. 
I  am.  very  respectfully,  &o., 

S.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraL 


Headqitabtess  Fibst  Corps,  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

Centrevillej  November  19, 186L 

Brig.  Gten.  K.  G.  Evans,  Oommanding  at  Leealmrg : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  calling  for  instructions  has  been 
referred  to  me.  Kone  more  definite  can  be  given  you  than  those  con- 
tained in  my  letters  of  the  17th*  and  30th  ultimo.  You  must  be  guided 
by  circumstances,  as  therein  referred  to.  Should  you  be  able  to  Sspute 
successfully  witb.  your  present  force  the  passage  of  the  Potomac  by  the 
enemy,  you  are  expected  necessarily  to  do  so,  for  which  purpose  you 
must  have  your  brigade  properly  distributed  at  or  about  Leesburg,  re- 
treating only  before  a.  very  superior  force,  which  you  will  endeavor  to 
stop  as  long  as  practicable  at  Carter's  and  Ball's  Mills ;  from  there  you 
will,  if  overpowered,  either  join  us  here  or  fall  back  on  Manassas  via 
Sudley  Spring  (according  to  circumstances),  where  yon  will  also  en- 
deavor to  mal^e  as  long  a  stand  as  possible.  But  you  must  keep  your- 
self well  ix)sted  as  to  the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  enemy,  and 
harass  your  troops  as  little  as  practicable  by  marches  and  counter- 
marches. 

You  should  leave,  under  proper  guard,  at  or  about  Carter's  Mill  all  the 
heavy  baggage  not  already  sent  back  to  Manassas  and  not  required  by 
your  brigade  in  a  more  advanced  position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BBAUREGABD, 

Oeneralj  Commanding, 


Huntebsville,  November  19, 1861. 
General  S.  Cooper: 

General  :  Has  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant  been  received,  and  does 
Sx>ecial  Orders,  No.  222  [November  14],  contemplate  a  further  with- 
drawal from  the  Huntersville  line  f  Notwithstanding  my  report  there- 
in, at  least  two  regiments  will  be  detached  immediatSy  from  the  Mont- 
erey line. 

W.  W.  LOSING, 
Brigadier-  General. 

*  See  Beauregard's  xeport  of  engagement  at  BaU's  Bluff,  p.  347. 


CBir.  ZIY.]         COBBESPONDENCE,   ETC.— CONFEDEBATE.  965 

BiOHMONB,  November  20, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W,  W.  LoBma, 

Commanding^  dtc.^  ffunterevUle,  Va, : 

Genebai.  :  I  have  received  your  telegram  of  the  19th  instant,  andy 
referring  to  yoor  letter  of  the  9th.*  I  have  to  inform  you  that  Special 
Orders,  No.  222,  was  not  intended,  to  control  your  discretion  in  retain- 
ing such  amoont  of  force  as  yon  might  find  necessary  for  defensive  par- 
poses,  &C.,  bat  only  to  make  provision  for  sach  regiments  as  yon  might 
send  from  yoar  command  to  Staunton.  It  is  hoped  yoa  may  yet  be 
enabled  to  spare  some  troops  from  yoar  command  after  making  all  yoar 
arrangements:  bat  of  this  yoa  mast  jadge  for  yourself.  Troops  are 
much  wanted  both  at  Manassas  and  in  the  Yalley  District,  commanded 
by  M^or-Gen^ral  Jackson ;  bat  other  points  mast  be  looked  to  as  well. 
Very  respectfolly,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

8.  COOPBE, 
Adjutant  and  Insjpector  Oeneral. 


Heabquabtebs  Yalley  Distbigt, 

November  20, 1801. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  reqaesting  that  at  once  all  the 
troops  ander  General  Loring  be  ordered  to  this  point. 

Deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  absolute  secrecy  respecting 
milita^  operations,  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  say  but  little  respecting 
my  propo^  movements  in  the  event  of  sufficient  re-enforcements  arriv- 
ing; but  since  conversing  with  Lieut.  Col.  J.  T.  L.  Preston,  upon  his  re- 
tom  from  General  Loring,  and  ascertaining  the  disposition  of  the  gen- 
eral's forces,  I  venture  to  respectfully  urge  that  after  concentrating  all 
his  troops  here  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  capture  the  Federal  forces 
at  Bomney. 

The  attack  on  Bomney  would  probably  induce  McGlellan  to  believe 
that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  bad  been  so  weakened  as  to  justify  him 
in  making  an  advance  on  Gentreville ;  but  should  this  not  induce  him 
to  advance,  I  do  not  believe  anything  will  during  the  present  winter. 
Should  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  be  attacked,  I  would  be  at  once  pre- 
pared to  re-enforce  it  with  my  present  volunteer  force,  increased  by 
General  Loring's.  After  repulsing  the  enemy  at  Manassas,  let  the 
troops  that  marched  on  Bomney  return  to  the  valley,  and  move  rapidly 
westward  to  the  waters  of  the  Monongahela  and  Little  E^anawha. 
Should  General  Kelley  be  defeated,  and  especially  should  he  be  cap- 
tured, I  believe  that  by  a  judicious  disposition  of  the  militia,  a  few  cav- 
alry, and  a  small  number  of  field  pieces,  no  additional  forces  would  be 
required  for  some  time  in  this  district. 

I  deem  it  of  very  great  importance  that  l^orthwestem  Virginia  be 
occupied  by  Confederate  troops  this  winter.  At  present  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  the  enemy  are  not  expecting  an  attack  there,  and  the  re- 
sources of  that  region  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  our  troops  are  in 
greater  abundance  than  in  almost  any  other  season  of  the  year.  Post- 
XX)ne  the  occupation  of  that  section  until  spring,  and  we  may  expect  to 
find  the  enemy  prepared  for  us  and  the  resources  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred greatly  exhausted.  I  know  that  what  1  have  proposed  will  be 
an  arduous  undertaking  and  cannot  be  accomplished  without  tiie  sacri- 

*  Letter  of  9Ui  not  found. 
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fice  of  much  personal  comfort ;  but  I  feel  that  the  troops  will  be  pie- 
pared  to  make  this  sacrifice  when  animated  by  the  prospects  of  impor- 
tant results  to  onr  cause  and  distinction  to  themselves. 

It  may  be  urged  against  this  plan  that^the  enemy  will  advance  on 
Staunton  or  Hunters^e.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  such  a  step  would 
but  make  their  destruction  more  certain.  Again,  it  may  be  said  that 
General  Floyd  will  be  cut  off.  To  avoid  this,  if  necessary  the  g^eneral 
has  only  to  fall  back  towards  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 
When  Northwestern  Virginia  is  occupied  in  force,  the  Kanawha  Valley, 
unless  it  be  the  lower  part  of  it,  must  be  evacuated  by  the  Federal 
forces,  or  otherwise  their  safety  will  be  endangered  by  forcing  a  column 
across  from  the  Little  Kanawha  between  them  and  the  Ohio  EUver. 

Admitting  that  the  season  is  too  far  advanced,  or  that  from  other 
causes  all  cannot  be  accomplished  that  has  been  named,  yet  through 
the  blessing  of  God,  who  has  thus  far  so  wondei^ully  prosp^^  oar 
cause,  much  more  may  be  expected  from  Greneral  Loring's  troops,  ac- 
cording to  this  programme,  than  can  be  expected  from  them  where  they 
are.  If  you  decide  to  order  them  here,  I  trust  that  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  time  all  the  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artiUery  will  be  directed  to 
move  immediately  upon  the  reception  of  the  order.*  The  enemy,  about 
5,000  strong,  have  been  for  some  time  slightly  fortifying  at  Komney, 
and  have  completed  their  telegraph  from  that  place  to  Green  Spring 
Depot.  Their  forces  at  and  near  Williamsport  are  estimated  as  high 
as  5,000,  but  as  yet  I  have  no  reliable  information  of  their  strength  be- 
yond the  Potomac. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Majw-QeuMTolj  P.  A.  C,  R, 

[IndonMiMiit.) 

Headquabtebs, 
VentreviUej  November  21, 186L 

Bespectfully  forwarded.  I  submit  that  the  troops  under  General 
Loring  might  render  valuable  services  by  taking  the  field  with  CtoeraL 
Jackson,  instead  of  going  into  winter  quarters,  as  now  proposed. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

€hMraL 


Headquastebs, 
OentreviUej  November  22^  1861. 

General  Goopbb,  Adjutant  <md  Inspector  General: 

Sib:  I  have  received  Major-General  Jackson's  plan  of  operations t  in 
his  district,  for  which  he  asks  for  re-enforcemente.  It  seems  to  me  that 
he  proposes  more  than  can  well  be  accomplished  in  that  high,  mount- 
ainous country  at  this  season.  If  the  means  of  driving  the  enemy 
from  Bomney  (preventing  the  reconstruction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  and  incursions  by  marauders  into  the  counties  of  Jefierson, 
Berkeley,  and  Morgan)  can  be  supplied  to  General  Jackson,  and  with 
them  those  objects  accomplished,  we  shall  have  reason  to  be  satisfied, 
so  far  as  the  Valley  District  is  concerned. 

*  See  Johnston  to  Cooper,  November  22,  p.  966,  and  Bei^smin  to  Loring,  November 
24,  p.  968. 
t  Jackson  to  Bei^amin,  Novembex  20,  p.  965. 


Chav.  znr.]  C0BBE8P0NDENC£|   ETC.^-CONFEDEBATE.  967 

The  wants  of  other  portions  of  the  ^ntier— Aqnia  District,  for  in- 
stance— ^make  it  inexpedient,  in  my  opinion,  to  transfer  to  the  Valley 
District  so  large  a  force  as  that  asked  for  oy  M^jor-General  Jackson. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  now  of  especial  importance  to  strengthen  Ms\jor- 
Gtoneral  Holmes,  near  Aqnia  Creek.  The  force  there  is  very  small  com- 
pared with  the  importance  of  the  position. 
Yonr  obedient  servant. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

GenerdL 


BiOHMOND,  November  22,  1861. 

General  W.  W.  Lobing,  Staunton^  Va,: 

.Genesal:  The  Secretary  of  War  is  disposed  to  think,  from  the  great 
difficulty  in  obtaining  forage  and  the  reported  redaced  condition  of  the 
horses  of  cavalry  companies  in  the  mountains,  that  you  may  dispense 
with  a  part  of  the  cavalry  force  with  you,  retaining  that  portion  of 
your  cavalry  which  has  been  raised  in  Western  Virginia,  and  therefore 
better  able,  on  the  part  of  both  horses  and  men,  to  stand  the  climate. 
Cavalry  is  greatly  needed  in  the  region  of  countiy  between  the  Potomac 
and  Bappahannock,  and  if  you  can  dispense  with  the  services  of  Cap- 
tains Hatchett's  and  Douglas'  companies — the  first  from  Lunenburg, 
the  latter  from  Kent  and  King  George — and  M^jor  Lee's  squadron,  it 
is  desired  that  you  wiU  at  once  order  them  to  move  down  to  Major- 
Greneral  Holmes'  command,  for  duty  ui)on  the  Bappahannock.  If  you 
have  another  company  of  cavalry  (say,  Captain  Bichards')  disposable, 
the  Secretary  would  prefer  its  bemg  also  ordered  to  that  point,  three 
Virginia  companies  being  required  to  complete  a  cavalry  regiment  to 
be  organized,  if  ix)ssible,  in  the  District  of  the  Lower  Potomac. 
Veiy  re8x>ectftdly,  &c.. 

B.  H.  CHILTON, 
Ae8%8tant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


SPEOIiiL  OBDEBS,  \     HBADQUABTEBS  ABMY  of  the  POTOICAG, 

No.  540.  S  November  22,  1861. 

In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  Brig. 
Gen.  I.  B.  Trimble  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  brigade  formerly 
commanded  by  General  Crittenden,  and  will  report  to  M%j.  Gen  £. 
Kirby  Smith. 
By  command  of  Ctonend  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  BHETT, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


BiGHMOND,  November  23,  1861. 
G^eral  Holmes,  Fredericksburg : 

Genebal  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  that,  having  made 
arrangements  for  getting  newspapers  from  the  United  to  the  Confed- 
erate States  at  stated  intervals,  he  desires  that  you  will  instruct  Cap- 
tain Beale  to  receive  the  packages  on  the  Maryland  shore  every  Tuesday 
and  Thursday  and  convey  them  to  the  Hague,  whence  they  will  be 
carried  to  Carter's  Wharf,  on  the  Bappahannock,  by  expressmen,  whom 


968  OPEBATIONS  IN  MD.,   N.   VA.,   AND  W.   VA,        (Chaf.  nv. 

you  are  requested  to  furnish.    At  the  latter  place  the  packages  will  he 
delivered  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Grindall  or  his  agents  for  delivery  here. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  AdjtUant-OeneraL 

EicnMONB,  November  23, 186L 
[Secbbtaby  of  War  I] : 

Dear  Sib  :  I  have  received  letters  from  home  (Greenbrier),  express- 
ing the  presence  there  of  great  excitement.  General  Floyd  has  fallen 
back  from  Cotton  Hill  to  a  point  some  miles  south  of  Baleigh  Court- 
House,  and  will  probably  retire  to  Kewbem.  Two  regiments  from 
Tennessee,  Colonels  Hatton's  and  Savage^s,  from  the  Upper  Greenbrier 
country,  are  now  on  their  way  to  join  General  Floyd,  whilst  a  regi- 
ment or  two,  lately  at  Meadow  Blulf,  have  been  ordered  away  either  to 
General  Floyd  or  to  some  other  more  eastern  or  southern  point,  leav- 
ing at  Meadow  Bluff  a  force  of  only  500  or  GOO  men.  Thus,  the  whole 
country  embraced  by  the  counties  of  Greenbrier  and  Monroe  are  laid 
open  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  in  strong  force  at  Gauley  Bridge, 
Hawk's  Nest,  and  Fayette  Court-Uouse,  with  only  the  small  force  at 
Meadow  Bluff  to  resist  him.    Hence  the  excitement  in  Greenbrier. 

If  the  enemy  come  into  Greenbrier  and  Monroe,  there  is  nothing  to 
arrest  his  progress  into  Botetourt,  Eockbridge,  and  Augusta  but  dis- 
tance. The  force  at  Camp  Barton  and  the  Upper  Greenbrier  Bridge, 
it  is  understood,  is  barely  sufficient,  if  sufficient,  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  enemy  from  Cheat  and  Valley  Mountains.  Can  nothing  be 
done  to  afford  some  sort  of  security  to  the  people  of  all  that  large  and 
valuable  country  f  Can  no  force  be  sent  there  or  near  enough  to  that 
country  to  be  immediately  available  f  If  General  Floyd  retreats  to 
Newbern,  the  counties  of  Raleigh,  Mercer,  Giles,  and  Tazewell  will  also 
be  open  to  the  enemy.  I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  a  free  personal  conference  upon  this  subject. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

SAMUEL  PRICE. 


Special  Obdeus,  >         Hbqbs.  Abmy  of  the  Northwest, 

No.  56.  j  Huntersville,  Fo.,  November  23, 1861. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  S.  R.  Anderson  is  assigned  to  command  of  the  forces  on 

the  Huntersville  line. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Loring : 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Adjutant-  QeneraL 

War  Department, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  Novetnber  24, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  LoRiNa,  Greenbrier  River : 

Sir  :  I  inclose  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter*  just  received  from 
General  Jackson,  which  explains  itself. 

I  have  for  several  weeks  been  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  a 
sudden  and  well-concealed  movement  of  your  entire  command  up  the 
valley  towards  Romney,  combined  with  a  movement  of  General  Jack- 
son from  Winchester,  would  result  in  the  entire  destruction,  and  per- 

*See  Jackson  to  Benjamin,  November  20,  p.  965. 
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haps  captnre,  of  the  eoemy's  whole  force  at  Bomney,  and  that  a  con- 
tiimatioa  of  the  movemeut  westward,  threatening  the  Cheat  River 
Bridge  and  the  depot  at  Grafton,  would  caase  a  general  retreat  of  the 
whole  forces  of  the  enemy  from  the  Greenbrier  region  to  avoid  being 
cat  off  from  their  supplies;  or  if  the  farther  movement  west  was  found 
impracticable,  a  severe  blow  might  be  dealt  by  the  seizure  of  Cumber- 
land. The  objection  to  this  plan  is  obvious :  It  throws  open  the  passes 
to  the  enemy  in  your  front,  and  gives  him  free  access  to  Monterey  and 
Staunton.  But  it  is  believed,  and  I  share  the  conviction,  that  he  can- 
not possibly  cross  his  army  at  this  season  and  remove  so  far  from  his 
base  of  supply.  He  would  starve  if  dependent  on  supplies  to  be 
drawn  from  the  valley  or  on  supplies  to  be  hauled  across  the  mount- 
ains. It  is  quite  too  late  in  the  season  for  him  to  move  over  to 
Staunton  and  then  go  back  across  the  mountain,  and  it  appears  to  me 
tibat  General  Jackson  is  right  in  saying  that  his  crossing  to  Staunton 
would  render  his  destruction  more  certain. 

In  opposition  to  all  this  we  have  the  views  of  General  Lee  and  your- 
self, impliedly  given  in  the  recommendation  to  guard  the  passes  through 
the  winter.  We  do  not  desire,  under  such  a  state  of  things,  to  direct 
the  movement  above  described  without  leaving  you  a  discretion,  and 
the  President  wishes  you  to  exercise  that  discretion.  If,  upon  full  con- 
sideration, you  think  the  proposed  movement  objectionable  and  too 
hazardous,  you  will  decline  to  make  it,  and  so  inform  the  Department. 
n^  on  the  contrary,  you  approve  it,  then  proceed  to  execute  it  as 
promptly  and  secretly  as  possible,  disguising  your  purpose  as  well  as 
you  can,  and  forwarding  to  me  by  express  aivexplanation  of  your  pro- 
posed action,  to  be  communicated  to  General  Jackson. 

The  enemy  at  Eomney  is  not  supposed  to  exceed  4,000  or  5,000,  very 
imperfectly  fortified,  and  wholly  unsuspicious  of  such  a  movement. 
General  Jackson's  forces  I  suppose  to  be  about  4,500  disciplined  troops 
and  2,000  militia,  the  latter  very  good  militia.  Of  course,  if  you  make 
the  movement,  it  will  be  necessary  to  leave  behind  you,  in  charge  of  a 
good  officer,  a  few  troops  of  cavalry  to  protect  the  country  against  any 
mere  marauding  or  foraging  parties  that  might  be  thrown  forward  when 
the  enemy  ascertain  that  your  army  has  been  withdrawn. 

In  arriving  at  a  conclusion  on  the  subject  you  will  not,  of  course, 
fbrget  the  extreme  difficulty  of  keeping  open  your  communications  in 
the  coming  winter  if  you  adhere  to  the  plan  of  gusu^ing  the  passes, 
and  thus  wintering  some  0,000  or  7,000  men  in  the  severe  dimate  of 
that  mountain  region. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMES", 

Secretary  of  War* 

Special  Obdebs,  )    Hdqbs.  Fiest  Cobps,  Abmy  op  Potoma.c, 
No.  605.  )  Near  CentrevilUj  November  24, 1861. 

L  AH  heavy  baggage  will  be  sent  forthwith  and  placed  in  store  at 
Camp  Pickens,  where  it  will  be  properly  secured  and  guarded;  to  which 
end  division  commanders  will  issue  the  necessary  orders. 

II.  In  the  event  of  an  action  with  the  enemy,  the  new  battle  flag  re- 
cently issued  to  the  regiments  of  this  army  corps  will  alone  be  carried 
on  the  field.  Meantime  regimental  commanders  will  accustom  their  men 
to  the  flag,  so  that  they  may  become  thoroughly  acquainted  with  it 

By  command  of  Greneral  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 
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Mekobandum.]  Hdqbs.,  0A3CP  FisHBB,  JTov^mfter  26, 1861. 

Premising  that  the  enemy  designs  to  attack  the  Evansport  batteries 
by  a  combined  land  and  river  movement,  let  the  first  be  oonsidered. 
The  attacking  colamn  can  be  regarded  as  crossing  the  Occoqnan  at  Col- 
chester, and  uniting  with  a  force  thrown  from  Indian  Head  across  the 
Potomac.  With  the  appliances  we  have  seen  gathered  there  this  would 
be  matter  of  no  difficnlty.  Occoqnan  is  10  or  12  miles  from  Damfries, 
and  connected  by  an  excellent  road,  the  old  Telegraph  road,  whidi 
crosses  in  that  distance  the  Neabsco  at  6  and  Powell's  Bon  at  7  mOes 
from  Occoqnan.  Two  miles  out  of  Occoqnan  the  main  county  road 
branches  out  to  Brentsville.  This  from  Occoqnan  to  the  li^eabsco  is  also 
an  excellent  road,  and  would  undoubtedly  be  used  by  the  enemy  as  his 
natural  direction  for  the  purpose  of  turning  the  left  flank  of  the  force 
supporting  Dumfries.  It  is  essential  that  we  fdiall  hold  both  these 
roads,  especially  the  latter,  by  which  not  only  tbe  Evansport  batteries 
but  Manassas  might  be  turned.  To  do  this  effectually,  between  the  two 
positions  on  the  Neabsco  there  is  a  third,  which  is  vital  to  both.  This 
IS  at  Stowell's  fi^rm.  The  Third  Brigade  at  Dane's  flEffm,  the  Texas 
at  Kaube's  (and  little  enough  there).  We  must  have  at  least  two  re^- 
ments  to  occupy  this  farm,  which  is  the  key-point  of  the  line.  A  brigade 
would  be  better,  but  perhaps  so  much  is  not  avaUable.  It  may  reason- 
ably be  supposea  that  the  passage  of  the  Occoqnan,  the  march  tiience  to 
the  Neabsco  through  a  strange  country,  and  the  forcing  of  our  positions 
by  overwhelming  numbers,  would  occupy  more  time  than  daylight  at 
this  season.  Notice  being  given  of  the  crossing  by  the  enemy,  we  ought 
reasonably  to  count  on  twenty-four  hours  for  General  Johnston  to  move 
by  Bacon  road  (this  supposing  the  main  attack  to  be  here).  If  the  ene- 
my had  advanced  to  attack  at  Dane's  flEurm  by  that  time,  Johnston's 
attack  by  the  route  indicated  would  fall  upon  his  right  and  rear,  and 
would  unquestionably  result  in  his  entire  annihilation.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, well  to  divide  General  Johnston's  army,  for  at  the  same  time  un- 
doubtedly a  heavy  demonstration,  if  not  a  real  attack,  will  be  made  in 
front  of  Centreville.  The  gain  of  twenty-four  hours,  then,  is  vital.  To 
insure  it,  I  must  have  more  troops.  To  take  them  from  the  batteries 
will  not  do.  Those  are  required  to  watch  the  river,  and  few  enough 
they  are,  since  they  are  threatened  both  above  and  below  and  by  the 
fleet. 

Can  no  aid  be  given  from  the  well-drilled  regiments  occnpying  the 
Peninsula  or  from  Norfolk  f  If  given,  it  must  he  given  at  once.  The 
enemy  has  one  advantage.  The  roads  from  him  to  us  are  in  capital 
condition,  and  pass  over  a  hard,  sandy,  gravelly  soil;  ours  for  supply 
or  for  retreat  are  almost  impassable.  It  should  be  remembered  I  have 
but  two  field  batteries. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brtgadter-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

[IndonemeDt.1 

Hbadquabtebs,  Centreville,  November  26, 1861. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  War  Department.  I  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  the  re-enfoi-cement  asked  for  by  Brigadier-General  Whiting 
be  sent  to  him  immediately.  His  force  is  too  small  for  what  it  must 
attempt,  and  this  one  is  too  weak  to  be  further  weakened.  We  must 
be  driven  back  if  the  enemy  establishes  himself  near  Evansport. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


Ciup.  XIV.)  CORBESPOITOENCE,   ETC. — C017FEDERATE.  971 

GSNTBEYILLE,  November  27, 1861. 
General  S.  Coopbb: 

Brigadier-General  Whiting  reqoires  at  least  two  more  regimepts.    I 
beg  that  they  be  sent  to  him  immediately. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


BiOHMOND,  November  27 j  1861. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston,  Centrevilley  Va. : 

Having  already  sent  all  the  regiments  we  have,  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jection  to  yonr  sending  two  regiments  from  your  command  to  General 
Whiting. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector- OeneraU 


Staunton,  November  28, 1861. 
General  S.  Goofeb: 

The  fonr  regiments  will  be  at  BofiElEdo  Gap  to-morrow.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  control  the  men  in  tiie  town.  I  suggest  that  you  give 
Colonel  Taliaferro  an  order  to  camp  at  Buffalo  Gap,  and  have  transport- 
ation ready  at  that  point  on  the  r^lroad  for  them  to  go  to  Manassas. 

M.  G.  HARMAN. 


Richmond,  November  28,  1861. 

Lieut.  CoL  M.  G.  Habman,  Stauntonj  Va. : 

The  superintendent  of  the  Central  Railroad  reports  his  inability  to 
send  Greneral  Jackson's  command  by  that  road.  You  will  cause  the 
command  to  march  from  tiieir  present  position  to  the  nearest  point  of 
the  Manassas  Ckip  road,  thence  by  railroad  to  Manassas. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  aoid  Inspector  Oeneral. 


Camp  Fisheb,  nbab  Dumfbies, 

November  28,  1861. 
[General  Joseph  E.  Johnston:] 

Mt  Deab  Genebal  :  I  return  you  your  sketch  *  with  some  slight  cor- 
rections. The  roGuls  are  not  correctly  laid  down.  For  instance,  the 
county  road  (Occoquan  and  Brentsville)  should  be  continued  to  inter- 
sect the  Dnxnmes  and  Brentsville.*  It  is  a  broad,  good  road,  and  passes 
by  Greenwood  Church.  The  position  of  my  brigade  was  laid  down 
wrong,  as  also  the  fork  of  the  Dumfries  and  Bacon  Run  road.  In  case 
I  should  not  receive  force  enough  to  justify  my  operating  in  two  bodies 
on  the  line  of  the  Neabsco  and  awaiting  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  battle, 
and  esi>ecially  in  view  of  Ganysten's  [f  1  resisting  the  crossing  of  the 
Occoquan.  I  shall  block  the  road  from  A.  to  Greenwolod  Church  (you 
may  recollect  it  passes  through  very  thick  and  dense  pines)  at  that 

*  Not  found. 
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point,  leave  my  camp,  throw  my  reserves  behind  Powell's  Ban,  pnt  for- 
ward skirmishers  to  harass  and  delay  the  enemy  all  along  the  Telegraph 
road  by  ambuscade  and  bnsh  fighting,  and  place  a  small  force  in  the 
breast- works  on  the  south  side  of  Neabsco.  This  will  cause  him  to  halt, 
recounoiter,  cannonade,  deploy,  and  attack,  and  I  shall  cause  him  to 
venture  into  the  open  country  between  Kankey's  and  Powell's  crossings, 
and  make  my  stand  along  Powell's  Bun,  in  the  dense  woods  and  heights, 
which  there  are  in  our  advantage,  as  on  Neabsco  they  are  his. 

From  the  nature  of  the  country  I  design  to  make  it  an  infantry  fight, 
depriving  him  of  the  advantage  of  his  artillery,  for  which  the  ground  is 
rather  favorable  to  him  at  I^ukey's,  while  I  have  but  few  pieces.  If 
he  designs  to  outflank  me,  he  can  only  do  it  by  a  long  and  hazardous 
march  by  Greenwood  Church  or,  by  chance,  by  the  XK>sition  marked  for 
the  Sixth  Xorth  Carolina.  Perhaps  I  would  not  do  this  had  I  force 
enough  to  occupy  Greenwood,  Stonnel's  and  Kankey's.  Behind  Powdl'S 
the  country  is  all  in  my  favor  and  against  him,  and  he  cannot  make  the 
roundabout  march  without  risking  a  defeat  at  Powell's  Bun,  or  at  any 
rate  a  certainty  of  my  knowing  his  flank  movement  and  meeting  it  by 
moving  French's  lower  regiments  on  the  Dumfries  and  Bacon  Bun  road. 

If  he  comes  in  very  heavy  force,  say  enough  to  justify  you  in  moving 
to  attack  him,  I  shall  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  sacrifice  the  blockade 
of  the  river — that  is,  the  Evansport  batteries — to  securing  the  entire 
annihilation  of  his  force,  which,  if  he  moves  as  indicated,  would  be 
surely  accomplished  by  your  coming  by  Bacon  Bun  and  Stafford  and 
cutting  off  all  retreat.  All  I  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  hold  him, 
and  to  do  this  I  should  not  hesitate  to  call  up  French's  force,  leaving  but 
a  few  for  show  on  the  river.  K  sufficient  re-enforcements  arrive,  why  I 
may  try  and  make  battle  on  my  own  hook.  Otherwise  my  course  must 
be  as  stated,  since  by  that  I  concentrate  on  what  wUl  be  probably  his 
main  attack  by  the  Telegraph  road  and  prevent  the  chance  of  being  cut 
in  two.  You  gave  me  no  answer  about  MarshalL 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITmG, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Camp  Lee,  Westmoreland  County, 

November  30, 186L 

Dear  Colonel  :  *  *  *  I  think  I  discover  many  slight  indica* 
tions  of  disaffection  to  our  cause  in  this  section,  and  full  credence  to 
what  I  hear  would  render  me  really  very  uneasy.  The  deprivation  of 
salt,  sugar,  and  coffee  is  severely  felt  by  the  poor.  Contact  with  the 
North  in  trade  had  to  some  extent  rendered  many  very  lukewarm,  some 
hostile  to  slavery,  and  demagogues  if  not  emissaries  represent  the  war 
as  one  for  the  rich.  The  obvious  importance  to  the  North  of  securing 
I)ossession  of  the  south  bank  of  the  Potomac,  even  in  the  contingency 
of  treating  for  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  would  justify  strenuous  efforts  to  win  over  those  people, 
and  the  almost  unrestricted  ingress  and  egress  from  Maryland  affords 
every  facility  to  tamper  with  and  mislead  them.  The  opinion  is  expressed 
that  the  landing  of  the  enemy  would  witness  the  raising  of  the  Union 
flag  now,  and  an  officer  in  the  militia,  I  hear^  thinks  over  half  of  his 
company,  if  they  did  not  openly  take  sides  with,  would  at  least  refuse 
to  fight  the  Yankees.  I  do  not  believe  this,  yet  the  knowledge  that 
such  belief  is  entertained  by  intelligent  gentlemeui  and  the  fiact  that  for 
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the  defense  of  the  coast  we  are  relying  upon  those  men,  often  render  me 

sofficiently  nneasy  to  keep  me  in  the  saddle  all  night. 

•  •  •  •         .     •  •  • 

Very  truly,  your  firiend. 

B.  L.  T.  BEALE. 

[Xndonements.] 

Hbadquastebs  Aqxjia  District,  December  2, 1861. 

Miyor  Beale  is  in  command  on  the  Northern  Neck.  He  is  a  man  of 
cool  discrimination^  great  intelligence,  and  in  every  way  perfectly  reli- 
able. There  are  only  a  few  companies  of  volnnteers  down  there,  and 
my  great  fear  is  the  enemy  will  attempt  in  the  Northern  Neck  what 
they  have  practiced  in  Accomac. 
Yery  respectfiilly, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Major-Generaly  Oamfnanding  District. 


Special  Obbsbs,  )     Hdqbs.  First  Corps,  Army  of  Potomac, 
No.  513.  i  Near  Centretilley  Ta.,  November  30, 1861. 

The  following  disposition  of  the  troops  of  this  army  corps  will  be 
made  immediately : 

L  Bodes'  brigade,  of  the  First  Division,  will  take  up  a  position  in 
rear  of  Ball  Bnn.  One  regiment  will  guard  the  fords  from  Union  Mills 
to  McLean's  Ford,  inclusive,  and  the  other  three  will  be  encamped  as 
near  to  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Bailroad  as  the  nature  of  the  ground 
will  permit  in  the  direction  of  Manassas,  convenient  and  central  to  the 
fords  guarded  by  the  other  regiment. 

II.  Major-General  Van  Dom  will  select  and  establish  a  new  line  of 
battle  for  Bonham's  and  Early's  brigades  immediately  in  rear  of  Little 
Bocky  Bun:  Early's  right  on  this  new  line  to  rest  on  Bull  Bun,  in  the 
vicinity  of  McLean's  Ford,  and  Bonham's  left  asnear  to  Cocke's  present 
right  as  practicable  from  the  nature  of  the  ground.  For  the  present 
these  two  brigades  will  not  abandon  their  encampments,  however,  unless 
in  the  event  of  a  seriously-threatened  attack  by  the  enemy,  when  they 
will  immediately  remove  their  encampments  to  the  rear  of  the  new  line 
of  battle,  under  the  orders  of  Ms^jor-General  Van  Dom. 

m.  The  ridge  commanding  McLean's  Ford,  where  Brig.  Gen.  D.  B. 
Jones  had  his  former  headquarters,  wiU  be  occupied,  as  an  outpost,  by 
a  strong  detachment  from  Early's  brigade. 

lY.  General  Van  Dom  will  complete  the  bridge  at  McLean's  Ford  on 
trestles,  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  will  discontinue  work  on  the  one 
near  the  r^lroad — ^Bull  Bun  Bridge.  He  will  make  or  open  a  good  road 
fh>m  the  rear  of  the  new  line  of  battle,  hereinbefore  directed,  to  Black- 
bum's  Ford  Bridge,  if  one  does  not  already  exist,  and  will  also  shorten, 
as  soon  and  as  much  as  practicable,  the  road  leading  from  Camp  Walker 
to  Davis'  Ford,  by  cutting  off  angles,  and  will  make  other  needful  im- 
provements of  that  road. 

Y.  M%jor-Gtoeral  Longstreet  will  open  at  once  with  his  division  a. 
good  and  direct  road  from  the  right  of  Cocke's  brigade  to  the  left  of 
Bonham's,  and  will  throw  a  strong  bridge  across  the  small  run  between 
these  two  positions. 

By  command  of  Ctoneral  Beauregard : 

THOMAS  JOBDAN, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 
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Ahitraet  from  return  of  the  Department  of  Norfkem  Fir^inio,  eommanded  hjf  Omerel 
Joseph  E,  Johnston^  C.  8,  Army,  for  monik  qf  Kovember,  1861. 


CoQunandB. 


Potomao  DUtriot : 

First  Corps , 

Second  Corps. . . . . 
Resorre  Division . 
Cavslry  Brigade. 
Artillory  Corps. . , 


Total  Potomac 

District 

YaUey  District 

Aqnia  District^ 


Grand  total. 


Present  tn  duty. 


InCintry. 


i 


1.137 
838 
418 


2;  306 
332 


8,725 


I 


18,888 

11,877 

8,290 


34,82» 
8,506 


87,884 


GaTslry. 


177 


809 

84 


243 


472 


2,018 


2,488 

506 


2;  908 


Ariilleiy. 


57 
17 
14 


30 


118 
8 


121 


I 


1,252 
874 
200 


8,M0 

114 


8,382 


*19,185 

112.882 

7,000 

2;  204 

440 


41, 8n 
4,528 
5^743 


61,948 


I 


28,288 

18,440 

8,412 

2;  724 


61,428 
5^858 
7,151 


1^ 

si 


e 


19^506 

10,481 

8,896 


88,918 
9L818 
8^824 


88,829 


82,553 


21 

12 


71 


Notes  from  original  return : 
'Effective  totol  (2,680)  of  forces  under  Brig.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill  to  be  dedneted. 
t  Effective  total  (6,781)  of  forces  under  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  to  be  dedneted. 
t  The  report  of  M^for^General  Holmes  does  not  indicate  the  *'  Present  fbr  dnty.** 


Headquabtebs,  Oentremllej  Deomkber  1, 186L 
General  8.  Goopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  (fenerdl: 

Sib:  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  War  Department  the  importaooe 
of  taking  immediate  measures  to  keep  up  our  military  force  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war. 

Two  occur  to  me:  One  to  hold  out  inducements  to  volunteers  for  one 
year  to  re-engage  for  the  war;  leave  of  absence  would  be  the  strongest 
inducement;  the  practicability  of  granting  them  in  this  army  must  de- 
pend, however^  upon  the  enemy's  course  during  the  winter.  The  other 
to  form  camps  in  which  volunteers  for  the  war  shall  be  instructed  (with- 
out armsy  if  arms  are  not  to  be  had)  and  accustomed  to  camp  life  and  go 
through  the  course  of  camp  diseases.  Such  of  these  men  as  cannot  be 
armed  will  be  prepared  to  take  the  arms  of  the  volunteers  who  may  be 
discharged  in  the  spring. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


Headquabtebs,  Centrevillej  Deoember  1, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

SiB:  Our  correspondent  in  Washington  asserts  that  the  United  States 
Oovemment  has  a  spy  in  the  War  Office.  He  does  not  know  the  name. 
He  says  that  an  advance  is  to  be  made  this  week  in  great  force ;  a  large 
force  to  cross  the  Potomac  below  us.  The  country  is  in  a  condition  whidi 
prevents  maneuvering  on  our  part — a  great  advantage!  therefore,  to  the 
enemy,  who  moves  on  the  water. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 
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Staxtnton I  Ikoember  1, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War  : 

I  have  oome  to  Staunton  with  the  view  of  carrying  oat  the  plans  pro- 
posed in  my  oommunication  to  yoo.*  I  have  already  given  every  order 
necessary  to  do  so.  Shall  I  proceed  f  Four  regiments  from  the  Monterey 
line  have  been  ordered  by  General  Cooper  to  M  anassas.  I  have  directed 
two  other  regiments  to  come  here  from  Millboroagh.  Is  it  your  intention 
to  detadi  all  those  regiments  from  this  command  f  I  thonght  prepara- 
tory to  the  movement  I  would  order  them  here. 

W.  W.  LORmG, 
Brigadter-Oeneral^  Commanding, 


Headquabtebs  Nobthwestebn  Abmy, 

Stauntonj  Va.j  December  1, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War^  Richmond : 

Sib  :  I  am  now  pushing  the  sick  and  munitions  to  the  rear  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  have  given  orders  to  all  trains  to  go  back  lightly  loaded 
witii  grain  and  return  with  supplies,  a  large  amount  having  collected 
both  at  Monterey  and  Huntersville.  Since  my  last  letter  I  have  heard 
of  no  movement  of  the  enemy,  except  that  they  are  sending  their  spare 
troops  near  tiie  raUroad  to  Bomney.  The  information  comes  to  me 
through  a  reliable  spy,  sent  to  Philippi  and  Laurel  Hill.  From  what 
he  could  learn  they  were  not  sending  any  troops  from  Cheat  or  Beverly 
in  that  direction. 

I  came  here  to-day  to  carry  into  effect  the  proposed  campaign,  and 
find  a  telegram  sending  four  regiments  to  Manassas.  It  is  proper  to 
state  that,  in  consequence  of  movements  made,  in  which  I  have  been 
endeavoring  to  carry  out  your  instructions,  officers  at  a  distance  from 
my  headquarters  have  been  telegraphing  without  my  authority  to  Bich- 
mond,  the  result  of  which  has  l^n  a  conflict  of  orders. 

One  of  the  objects  I  had  in  bringing  the  regiments  to  Staunton  was 
that  they  should  not  only  be  on  the  spot  for  the  contemplated  move- 
ment, but  should  be  in  readiness  for  any  emergency. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOBING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding^  dtc. 


BiCHMOND,  December  2, 1861. 
To  Quabtebmasteb  at  Dublin  Station,  Ya.: 

Send  the  fbllowing  instructions,  either  by  telegram  or  by  special 
express,  to  General  Floyd : 

Fall  back  with  yoar  command  to  Dublin  Station,  on  Viis^nia  and  Tennessee  Bail- 
roodj  leaving  sncn  portion  behind  as  yon  may  deem  neoessary  to  gather  ap  your  sick 
and  oring  them  east. 

S.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 

*  See  Loting  to  Benjamin,  November  29,  p.  983. 
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BiGHMOND,  December  2, 1861. 

Col.  M.  O.  Habman,  Stauntonj  Va. : 

Send  to  their  destination  without  delay,  by  telegraph  or  express,  the 
following  to  (general  Donelson  and  Colonel  Starke,  at  Lewisborg : 

Retire  with  year  respective  commands  to  the  nearest  point  on  the  VirginiA  and 
Tennessee  Railroad,  and  proceed  thence  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky.iand  rei)ort  to  Genesal 
A.  S.  Johnston. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


BiCHMOND,  December  2, 186L 

General  W.  W.  Loring,  Staunton^  Va. : 

Yonr  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  yesterday  is  received,  but 
yonr  commnnication  referred  to  in  that  dispatch  not  yet  come  to  hand. 
Until  the  Secretary  knows  its  contents  he  cannot  answer  yonr  question. 
Telegraph  so  much  as  will  enable  him  to  act.  In  mean  time  use  yonr 
discretion  in  respect  to  the  two  regiments  from  Millborough. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

Winchester^  Va.j  December  2, 1861. 
Maj.  Thomas  G.  Rhett, 

Asst  Adjt  Oen.^  Hdqra.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Major  :  The  enemy  are  using  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  as  far 
east  as  the  Little  Cacapon,  and  from  official  information  received  last 
night  they  commenced  working  on  the  Little  Cacai>on  railroad  bridge  at 
3  p.  m.  on  Friday  last^  and  will  soon  complete  the  work,  as  they  had 
all  the  building  material  on  hand.  They  are  energeticaUy  pressing  the 
railroad  repairs  eastward.  With  but  comparative  little  exception  both 
tracks  have  been  by  our  Government  taken  up  from  the  Furnace  Hill, 
near  Harper's  Ferry,  to  Martinsburg,  and  about  7i  miles  of  one  of  the 
tracks  has  also  been  removed  west  of  Martinsburg.  One  track  is  as 
yet  preserved  lor  the  purpose  of  hauling  away  the  other  to  the  \idnity 
of  Martinsburg.  Captain  Sharpe,  assistant  quartermaster,  has  repaired 
a  locomotive  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  track  more  rapidly,  and 
today  I  expect  it  to  commence  running,  and  Captain  Sharpe  expects  to 
be  able  with  it  to  remove  1  mile  per  day  of  the  single  track.  I  have 
made  a  detail  of  50  men  firom  the  militia  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
the  work  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

I  have  sent  General  Carson  with  his  brigade  into  Morgan  Conntr. 
He  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Potomac,  took  from  the  railroad  at  Sir 
John's  Run  Depot  about  1,000  pounds  of  lead  pipe  and  some  other 
property.  His  headquarters  are  at  Bath,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
enemy's  advance  from  the  west,  and  the  intelligence  of  his  being  at 
Paw  Paw  Tunnel,  I  have  directed  him  to  fall  back,  so  as  to  prevent  his 
being  cut  off. 

My  old  brigade  is  suffering  for  want  of  a  brigadier.  I  respectftdly 
request  that,  if  practicable,  the  commanding  general  of  the  department 
will  send  one.  Col.  James  F.  Preston  is  sick,  and  the  command  conse- 
quently devolves  on  Colonel  Allen.  I  have  near  1,200  militia  without 
arms.    Can  you  forward  muskets  for  them  f    I  have  detached  Company 
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A,  TweDty-seventh  Begiment  Virginia  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Capt. 
J.  Carpenter,  and  converted  it  into  a  company  of  moanted  artillery. 
Please  inform  me  if  anything  more  than  my  order  is  necessary  to  entitle 
it  to  be  mastered  and  paid  as  an  artillery  company. 

While  the  Thirty-third  Begiment  Virginia  Volnnteers  was  en  route 
from  3Ianassas  to  this  place  one  of  its  companies  (Company  E)  arrived 
in  camp  near  here  without  any  ofiBcer,  in  consequence  of  its  first  lieu- 
tenant (T.  C.  Fitzgerald)  having  absented  himself  without  leave.  In 
consequence  of  Colonel  Cummings  having  reported  to  me  that  he  could 
not  undertake  another  march  with  the  company,  as  it  was  composed  of 
unmanageable  Irishmen,  and  as  the  company  numbered  about  30,  and 
as  I  had  two  unassigned  pieces  of  field  artillery,  and  also  Second  Lieut. 
W.  E.  Cutshaw,  C.  8.  Army,  a  graduate  of  the  Virginia  Military  Insti- 
tute, was  without  a  command,  I  assigned  him  to  the  command  of  the 
company,  and  ordered  the  two  pieces  of  artillery  to  be  turned  over  to 
him.  Yesterday  I  sent  him  to  Hanging  Bock,  which  is  near  15  miles 
this  side  of  Bomney. 

Soon  after  arriving  here  Maj.  W.  J.  Hawks,  chief  commissary  of  this 
district,  purchased  lAKK)  barrels  of  flour,  at  $4.56|,  delivered  at  this 
point,  but  soon  Mr.  James  M.  Bauson,  of  Jefferson  County,  an  agent 
for  Major  Blair,  offered  a  higher  price,  consequently  the  Government 
has  to  make  an  unnecessary  expenditure.  If  it  meets  with  the  views  of 
the  commanding  general,  I  hope  that  purchasing  agents,  when  sent  to 
this  district,  will  be  required  to  conform  to  the  prices  given  in  the  same 
locality  by  the  chief  district  officer  of  the  department  to  which  the  pur- 
chases belong. 

I  have  established  the  telegraph  line  between  this  place  and  Charles- 
town,  and  have  hired  an  operator  for  the  Charlestown  office,  giving 
him  $50  per  month.  He  will  be  directed  to  report  to  the  chief  of  his 
department. 

As  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  requisitions  for  camp  and  gar- 
rison equipage  having  been  received  in  Bichmond.  Some  days  since, 
when  the  inquiry  was  made,  they  had  not  arrived.  Please  let  me 
know  whether  they  received  General  Johnston's  approval  and  were 
forwarded. 

If  you  have  any  spare  axes,  shovels,  picks,  or  hatchets,  please  direct 
them  to  be  forwarded  to  me. 

I  have  directed  Lieut.  Col.  Turner  Ashby,  of  the  cavalry,  to  establish 
his  headquarters  at  Martinsburg,  so  as  to  be  nearer  the  center  of  his 
command. 

As  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  nor  from  Bichmond  respecting 
the  requisite  blanks  for  this  district. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSOI^, 
Majar-Oeneralj  P.  A.  (7.  S.y  Commanding  Valley  District. 


Bichmond,  December  2, 1861. 
Col.  M.  G.  Habman,  Staunton^  Ya.  : 

The  Central  Bailroad  cannot  transport  the  regiments  to  Manassas. 
All  its  means  are  required  for  supplies.  The  regiments  from  Millbor- 
ough  must  march  as  already  directed  for  those  now  on  the  way  to  Ma- 
nassas Gap  Junction. 

S.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
62  B  B^TOL  T 
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BiCHMOND,  December  3, 188L 

General  W.  W.  Lobino,  Stauntany  Va ; 

Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo*  received  this  morning.  Contents  ap- 
proved. Act  as  therein  indicated.  I  will  send  copy  of  your  letter  to 
Winchester. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Jackson's  Biyeb,  December  3, 1861. 
General  S.  Coofeb: 

Tour  dispatches  to  General  Donelson  and  Colonel  Starke  and  Colonel 
J.  Lucius  Davis  were  received  last  night,  and  were  forwarded  by  express 
to  their  destinations.  I  have  been  informed  tiiat  General  Donelson's 
command  is  now  on  the  march  to  General  Floyd,  at  Peterstown. 

J.  G.  PAXTON, 
Assistant  Quartermaster. 


Headquabtebs,  CENTBEViLLEy  December  3, 186L 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  Wary  Biehmand : 

Deab  Sib:  Since  the  letter  from  the  general  herewith  was  sent  to 
my  office  for  transmission,  a  secret  agent  was  sent  to  Washington,  and 
a  trusty  citizen  of  Maryland  has  returned  with  some  notes  from  friends, 
copies  of  which  I  inclose.  As  you  will  perceive,  our  friends  insist  there 
will  be  an  advance  this  season.  The  Nashville  has  reached  South- 
ampton. Green  and  Powell  are  in  Washington  to  take  their  seats. 
The  returned  agent  says  some  ladies  of  Baltimore  say  that  there  is  a 
female  spy  in  Eichmond  under  the  assumed  name  of  Mademoiselle  Lina, 
who  gives  concerts.  I  have  not  noticed  whether  there  is  such  a  person, 
but  thought  I  would  mention  the  matter.  This  army  is  in  admirable 
spirit  and  morale.  Nothing,  inde^,  could  be  better  than  tbeir  mood  at 
present.  I  will  send  the  message  as  soon  as  it  reaches  me.  Shall  I  tele- 
graph any  of  its  salient  positions  f  K  the  department  needs  any  books 
of  reference  from  the  North,  I  can  get  them  without  difficulty  by  our 
agent. 

Bespectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 


THOMAS  JOBDAN. 


[Inoloran*.] 


NOVEMBEB  25,  1861. 

This  is  from  undoubted  source — a  secret  agent  of  theirs.  The  plan 
is  to  affect  to  go  into  winter  quarters,  but  extensive  and  active  prep- 
arations are  going  on,  making  pontoons,  collecting  provisions,  making 
preparations  for  building  batteries  as  they  proceed.  The  army  is  to  be 
divided  into  five  divisions:  Hooker  below:  McCall,  McDowell  and 
McClellan  in  the  center,  and  Banks  above.  When  all  is  ready  a  simul- 
taneous movement  is  to  be  made  by  divisions,  and  a  desx)erate  attack  is 
to  be  made  on  the  part  of  Banks  and  Hooker  at  each  side  to  outflank 
and  get  behind  the  Confederate  Army  and  fortifications,  while  the  three 
central  push  on,  fortifying  as  they  go.  This  move  is  to  be  a  desperate 
one,  and  every  effort  made  to  secure  success.  The  expression  used  was 
that  they  would  be  in  Bichmond  before  two  weeks. 

*  Bee  inoloBore  to  Benjamin  to  Jackson,  December  6,  p.  963. 
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Washington,  November  30, 1861. 

I  have  eveiy  reason  to  believe,  from  all  I  can  hear,  that  McClellan 
will  certainly  make  a  bolt  at  you  next  week.  Watch  him  on  every  hand. 
Every  device  will  be  nsed  to  deceive  you.  An  impression  will  be  made 
on  every  hand  that  no  advance  will  be  made;  that  the  army  will  go  into 
winter  qnartersi  &c  Pay  no  attention  to  such  reports.  I  say,  watch 
by  land  and  by  water.  I  also  caution  you  to  look  to  the  several  fleets 
now  being  fitted  out — Butler's  and  Bumside's ;  they  will  make  a  dem- 
onstration soon.  Watch  Norfolk  and  York  Biver.  A  meaner  set  of 
devils  never  lived  than  Butler  and  Bumside.  They  would  do  anything 
to  succeed — ^bum  cities,  murder  men.  women^  and  children^  and  do 
every  other  wicked  thing  they  can,  if  by  so  domg  they  can  raise  them- 
selves a  button-hole  higher  with  the  Northern  Yankee  devils.  Kill  the 
devils  incarnate  wherever  you  find  them.  Watch  your  batteries  on  the 
Potomac  by  day  and  by  night.  The  darkest  night  may  be  selected  to 
attack  your  batteries.  I  expect  to  send  you  a  dispatch  in  a  day  or  two 
from  a  lady  friend,  ''Mrs.  Ajgie."  You  know  she  received  your  letter, 
and  was  more  than  delighted  to  hear  from  you. 


Special  Obdebs,  \  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

ISo.  252.  f  Bichmandj  Fa.,  December  3, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

20.  The  regiments  from  Mississippi  now  serving  in  the  Potomac  Dis- 
trict will  without  delay  be  organized  into  brigades,  as  directed  in  Gen- 
eral Orders,  No.  18,  from  this  office,  current  series,  as  follows : 

First  Division,  Major-General  Van  Dom. 

First  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Whiting. 

Second  Mississippi  Begiment,  Colonel  fW.  C.JFalkner. 

Eleventh  Mississippi  l^giment,  Colonel  [  W.  H.]  Moore. 

Thirteenth  Mississippi  !^giment,  Colonel  [WilUam|  Barksdale. 

Seventeenth  Mississippi  Regiment,  Colonel  [W.  S.I  FeatherstoUi 

Eighteenth  Mississippi  Begiment,  Colonel  [T.  M.]  Griffin. 

Fifth  Brigade,  Brigadier-General  Griffith. 

Twelfth  Mississippi  Begiment,  Colonel  [Henry]  Hughes. 

Sixteenth  Mississippi  !^giment  Colonel  [C]  Posey. 

Nineteenth  Mississippi  Begiment,  Colonel  [C.  H.]  Mott. 

Twenty-first  Mississippi  Begiment,  Colonel  [BeiyaminG.]  Humphreys. 

The  above  regiments  will  join  their  respective  brigades  without  delay. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War :  

tWO.  WITHEBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


BiGHMONl),  December  4, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Lobino,  Staunton  Va, : 

Your  letter  of  1st  instant  received.  Use  your  discretion  about  all  the 
regiments  sent  from  your  command,  and  countermand,  if  you  think 
proper,  the  order  sending  the  four  regiments  to  Manassas. 

S.  COOPBB, 
A^utant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 
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Staunton,  December  4, 1861. 

Maj.  B.  G.  Cole: 

Ask  whether  I  can  stop  the  four  regiments  under  Taliaferro  now 
marching  to  Strasburg.  Eeply  immediately,  so  that  I  can  do  so,  as  they 
reach  the  railroad  to-morrow  at  Mount  Jackson. 

W,  W.  LORKG. 


KiCHMOND,  December  4, 1861« 

General  Losing,  Stauntonj  Va.: 

Direct  the  four  regiments  under  Colonel  Taliaferro  to  proceed  to 
Winchester. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraL 


December  4, 1861. 

Memorandum  to  Major  Blair. 

Say  to  Miyor  Blair  that  he  should  at  once  take  steps  in  case  the  enemy 
should  get  possession  of  Loudoun  County  to  drive  his  cattle  off  as  they 
make  their  advance.  The  general  understands  that  the  major  depends 
upon  that  county  for  his  supply  of  cattle.  If  the  enemy  should  land  in 
large  force  about  Leesburg,  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  army  to 
remain  at  Centreville.  He  would  then  fall  back  to  the  Rappahannock, 
about  Brandy  Station — ^in  that  vicinity.  Wants  to  know  where  Mr.  Buck- 
ner  is;  understands  that  the  major  has  a  packing  establishment  at 
Thoroughfare,  on  the  Manassas  road  |  wants  him  to  consider  if  Brandy 
Station,  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  would  not  be  better.  The 
major  should  determine  this  himself.  Wants  information  about  the 
6,000  cattle  mentioned  in  his  letter ;  should  always  keep  five  days'  sup- 
ply on  hand ;  he  think?  should  be  as  much  beef  as  bread ;  says  that  a 
large  supply  of  beef,  looking  to  all  possible  contingencies,  should  be 
under  the  major's  control  inside  of  our  lines,  and  with  such  steps  taken 
as  would  enable  them  to  be  driven  off  at  a  moment's  notice. 

E.  J.  HARVIB, 
Captain^  Acting  Ingpector-QenerdL 


Special  Ordees,  >  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  254.  i  Richmond^  December  4, 1861. 

•  •••••• 

IV.  The  command  under  Brigadier-General  Floyd  will  return  from 
its  present  position  and  take  x>ost  near  Newbem,  on  the  Virginia  and 
Tennessee  Railroad,  and  there  await  further  orders.  A  portion  of  the 
command  will  be  left  to  bring  up  the  sick  and  disabled. 

The  brigade  of  General  Donelson,  to  include  also  the  regiment  under 
Colonel  Starke,  will  proceed  from  their  present  position  to  the  nearest 

S)int  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  and  thence  to  Bowling 
reen,  Ky.,  where  they  will  report  for  duty  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston, 
commanding. 
The  Wise  Legion,  under  command  of  Col.  J.  Lucius  Davis,  will  repair 
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to  Bicbmond,  Va..  by  the  nearest  railroad  route,  and  report  to  General 
Winder,  commanding  Department  of  Henrico. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  

JNO.  WITHBES, 
A9si8tant  Adjutawt-GenerdL 

Special  Osdebs,  )   Headquabtess  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  565.  )  December  4, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  forces  at 
Ijeesborg,  and  will  report  to  General  G.  T.  Beauregard. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  BHETT, 
A$si8tant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


Special  Orders,  )   Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
No.  566.  )  December  4, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  Richard  B.  Grarnett  will  proceed  to  Winchester,  to  take 
command  of  the  First  Brigade,  and  will  report  to  M^j.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jack- 
son, commanding  the  Yalley  District. 
By  command  of  (jeneral  Johnston : 

THOS.  G.  RHETT, 
AMisiant  Adjuiant-OeneniU 

Adjutant  uxd  Inspector  General's  Office, 

Bichmand^  December  5, 1861. 

General  Huger,  Commanding^  dtCj  Norfolk: 

General:  Dispatches  (confidential)  have  been  received  fh>m  the 
commanders  at  Manassas  conveying  important  reliable  information 
received  by  them  fh>m  different  but  undoubted  sources,  and  all  agree- 
ing in  the  particulars,  the  sum  of  which  is  that  the  plan  of  the  enemy 
is  to  affect  to  go  into  winter  quarters,  while  at  the  same  time  extensive 
and  active  preparations  are  going  on,  making  pontoons,  collecting  pro- 
visions, and  making  preparations  for  erecting  batteries  as  they  proceed. 
Their  army  is  to  be  divided  into  five  divisions,  Hooker  on  the  Potomac 
below,  McCall,  McDowell  and  McGlellan  in  the  center,  and  Banks 
above.  When  all  is  ready  a  simultaneous  movement  is  to  be  made  by 
divisions,  and  a  desperate  attack  on  the  part  of  Banks  and  Hooker  at 
each  side,  to  outflank  and  get  behind  the  Confederate  Army  and  forti- 
fications, while  the  three  central  divisions  push  forward  and  fortify  as 
they  go.  This  movement  is  to  be  a  desperate  one,  and  every  effort 
made  to  secure  success.  The  expression  used  is  that  they  will  be  in 
Bichmond  before  two  weeks.  It  is  also  stated  that  a  simultaneous 
attack  would  be  made  on  Norfolk  and  on  James  and  York  Bivers. 

This  communication  is  sent  to  you  at  the  instance  of  the  President, 
who  has  fears  in  relation  to  the  battery  at  BurwelPs  Bay,  because  of 
the  liability  to  a  land  attack.  Your  attention  is  indted  to  that  quarter. 
Have  you  any  rifled  guns  in  battery  there  f  No  time  is  to  be  lost,  as 
the  attack  will  probably  be  made  this  or  the  coming  week.  General 
Magruder  has  been  advised  of  the  information  here  communicated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inepector-Oenerat 
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GENTBByiLLEy  December  5, 186L 
Gi^neral  Whiting: 

My  Deab  Gensbal:  I  have  just  heard  that  the  road  firom  Domfnes 
to  Bacon  Bace  by  Greenwood  Ghnrch  is  blocked  up.  I  want  to  know 
precisely  what  roads  are  open  and  which  closed.  Please  inform  me. 
The  enemy's  movements  might  be  snch  as  to  tempt  me  to  go  in  your 
direction  first.  It  is  necessary  to  be  prepared  to  do  so  at  idl  events. 
That  road  seems  to  me  the  best  for  onr  porposes.  The  bridge  at 
Bland's  Ford  is  done.  Preparations  are  begun  for  one  at  Davis'  Ford. 
Should  we  go  against  your  enemy  it  ought  to  be  in  two  columns  on 
those  two  routes.  The  infernal  balloon  may  interfere  with  such  success 
as  we  had  with  Patterson. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


BiOHMOND,  Deeember  5, 186L 

General  LoBiNa,  StaunUmy  Va. : 

The  exigency  requires  the  arrival  of  your  entire  command  as  rapidly 
as  possible  at  Winchester. 

8.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspeetar-QeneraL 


Dublin,  December  5, 186L 

General  S.  Ooopbb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral: 

I  am  here  with  part  of  my  command,  awaiting  your  orders.  There 
is  neither  wood  nor  water  within  four  miles  of  this  point  suitable  fiv 
building. 

Bespectfnlly, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD^ 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


BiOHMOND,  December  5, 186L 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Dublin  Station : 

Bemove  your  command  to  any  point  on  the  railroad  where  yon  caa 
get  supplies.  Your  stay  will  be  but  temporary.  I  write  by  mail 
Halt  Donelson's  command  and  Starke's  regiment  at  some  convement 
point  on  the  railroad  for  further  orders. 

S.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  InepeotoT'GeneraL 


BiOHMOND,  December  6,  1801. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  Winchestery  Va. : 

SiB :  I  have  hitherto  been  unable  to  send  you  any  instructions  rela- 
tive to  your  command,  not  knowing  what  number  of  troops  it  would  be 
possible  to  assign  to  your  district.  You  will  now  perceive,  by  the  iu- 
closed  copy  of  letter  received  from  General  Loring,  that  in  accordaoce 
with  your  views,  indorsed  by  this  Department,  he  has  commenced  a 
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movement  for  co-operation  with  yon,  which  will  place  at  yonr  disposal 
quite  an  effective  force  for  yonr  proposed  campaign,  ^Uiongh  I  regret 
to  observe  that  his  movement  cannot  be  made  as  promptly  as  I  had 
hoped. 

Since  writing  to  General  Loring  and  receiving  the  inclosed  answer  I 
am  led,  by  what  I  deem  reliable  information,  to  conclude  that  a  move- 
ment is  contemplated  by  the  enemy  for  an  attack  on  you  by  a  rapid 
concentration  of  Banks'  division,  combined  with  an  advance  of  the  forces 
at  Bomney,  which  latter  are  being  partially  re-enforced.  This  attack  on 
your  command  is  represented  by  our  spies  as  part  of  a  grand  combined 
movement  to  be  made  on  our  whole  army,  by  Banks  on  our  left,  [by 

]  on  our  right  at  Evansport^  and  McGlellan  in  front — ^the  latter 

holding  back  lus  advance  until  he  can  hear  of  the  success  of  his  lieu- 
tenants on  either  or  both  wings.  This  may  not  be  true,  but  prudence 
requiring  that  no  time  shall  be  lost,  I  have  telegraphed  General  Loring 
to-day  to  move  his  whole  force  to  Winchester  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
if  successful  in  joining  you  promptly  you  may  be  able  to  turn  the  tables 
handsomely  on  the  enemy  by  anticipating  his  purpose.  As  soon  as  you 
are  joined  by  General  Loring's  forces  I  shall  desire  a  report  setting  forth 
your  effective  force  in  as  much  detail  as  possible,  and  shall  ho])e  thence- 
forwiurd  to  receive  the  regular  monthly  reports  required  by  the  Army 
Begulations  with  punctuality. 

It  will  be  my  pleasure  at  all  times  to  u^  all  the  resources  at  my  com- 
mand in  aiding  your  movements  whenever  apprised  of  any  deficiency 
that  our  limit^  means  may  enable  me  to  supply. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

HSADQUASTEBS  NOBTHWESTEBN  AbMY, 

Huntersvilley  Va,j  November  29, 1861. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  24th  instant,  inclosing  one  from  Major-General  Jackson,  when  on  a 
tour  of  inspection  to  my  hospitals  in  rear. 

The  policy  of  marching  a  force  from  Winchester  or  that  vicinity  in 
the  direction  of  Bomney  was  the  subject  of  conversation  between  Gen- 
eral Lee  and  myself  during  the  recent  campaign  of  this  army.  He  in- 
formed me  that  troops  could  not  be  had  there  for  the  purpose. 

I  consider  a  winter  campaign  practicable  if  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion suf&cient  to  move  this  army  can  be  obtained,  and  especially  in  a 
country  where  supplies  are  abundant,  which  I  am  informed  in  the  com- 
munication inclosed  in  your  letter  is  the  case  in  that  section  of  West- 
em  Virginia  where  it  is  proposed  to  operate.  With  warm  clothing, 
good  tents,  and  proper  attention  by  the  regimental  and  company  officers 
tiiere  need  be  no  suffering  from  the  climate  in  that  region. 

I  consider  that  it  is  proper  that  I  should  place  before  you  the  present 
disposition  of  this  army,  made  with  a  view  to  the  defense  of  our  ex- 
tended line.  The  passes  now  guarded  are  at  Alleghany  on  the  Staunton 
and  at  Huntersville  on  the  MiUborough  turnpike,  besides  the  approaches 
on  the  right  in  front  of  Franklin  and  on  the  left  from  Suinmersville 
and  that  section  on  the  Lewisburg  and  Marling  Bottom  turnpike — the 
whole  distance  between  one  and  two  hundred  miles.  The  enemy  is 
strongly  fortified  on  Cheat  Mountain,  and  at  Crouche's,  on  this  turnpike, 
and  had  a  short  time  since  about  8,000  men  at  and  near  these  places. 
To-day  reliable  scouts  returned  from  the  vicinity  of  these  points,  and 
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report  the  enemy  are  moTing  several  regiments,  they  (the  enemy)  say 
in  the  direction  of  Kentucky  and  General  Floyd,  bnt  it  is  believed  by 
the  people  their  destination  is  Komney,  in  conseqaence  of  an  appre- 
hended attack  from  General  Jackson,  now  at  Winchester.  It  may  be 
observed  that  a  campaign  from  Winchester  against  the  enemy  at  Bom- 
ney  is  the  subject  of  conversation  among  the  people  from  Petersburg  to 
this  place,  and  yesterday  I  received  an  express  frx>m  General  Boggs, 
asking  a  regiment  to  aid  him  in  forcing  the  militia  of  Pendleton  County 
to  turn  out  for  that  purpose.  The  troops  here  and  at  Alleghany  have 
nearly  completed  their  huts,  and,  as  now  located,  it  is  believed  could  be 
subsisted  tiirough  the  winter.  Owiug  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
means  of  transportation  and  to  the  present  state  of  the  roads,  it  will  re- 
quire, with  every  exertion,  two,  possibly  three,  weeks  to  remove  to  the 
rear  the  troops,  a  large  sick  report,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  muni- 
tions not  needed  on  Sxe  campaign. 

In  order  to  conceal,  as  far  as  possible,  the  movements  of  the  army,  I 
think  it  best  to  send  the  troops  on  this  line  to  Millborough,  and  thence 
by  rail  to  Strasburg ;  those  at  Monterey  either  direct  to  MooreOeld  or 
to  Strasburg  via  Staunton.  The  forces  at  Monterey  will  check  any  ad- 
vance on  that  line,  if  attempted,  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  as  indi- 
cate. If  the  road  from  Strasburg  is  practicable,  the  command  ordered 
there  could  act  with  that  from  Moorelield ;  if  impracticable,  with  that 
from  Winchester. 

I  do  not  think  that  a  movement  of  the  army  could  be  kept  fully  con- 
cealed from  the  enemy,  because  the  Union  men  have  numerous  relations 
throughout  this  region,  and  will,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  vigilance, 
obtain  information.  If  the  purpose  of  the  withdrawal  of  this  column 
can  be  disguised  until  that  at  Monterey  shall  have  been  fully  prepared, 
the  desired  object  may  be  effected  by  a  rapid  movement.  I  shall  uot^ 
therefore,  commence  the  march  till  sufOicient  transportation  can  be  pro- 
cured for  the  whole  commaud.  In  the  mean  time  (orders  have  been 
given  therefor)  the  sick  and  public  property  not  needed  for  the  cavalry, 
which  you  suggest  be  left  to  protect  the  country  against  marauding 
parties,  will  be  removed  to  the  rear  as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  appears 
that  General  Jackson  anticipates  a  sudden  movement  of  this  command. 
With  the  utmost  exertion  on  our  part  it  is  impossible  to  effect  it  in  less 
time  than  that  heretofore  stated.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, and  from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundml  and  sixty  thousand 
pounds  of  subsistence  stores  at  this  depot,  a  reserve  of  ammunition  at 
Warm  Springs,  and  a  large  number  of  sick  in  hospital  at  the  springs 
between  this  and  the  railroad.  All  of  these  must  be  transferred  to 
Staunton,  and  transportation  collected  here,  before  the  movement  can 
be  made. 

As  I  consider  prompt  movement  after  starting  of  much  importance, 
and  as  my  suggestions  differ  somewhat  from  those  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  General  Jackson,  I  deem  it  proper  to  submit  these  suggestions  to 
you,  and  ask  for  them  your  attention  and  opinion  before  perfecting  my 
arrangements. 

If,  ui>on  consideration  of  affiairs  on  this  line,  you  should  desire  the 
proposed  campaign  to  be  prosecuted,  be  assured  that  I  shall  enter  into 
it  with  a  spirit  to  succeed,  and  will  be  seconded  by  a  command  as  ardent 
in  the  cause  as  any  in  the  country,  and  who  will  cheerfully  endure  all  the 
hardships  incident  to  a  winter  campaign. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier  Oeneral^  Commanding. 
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HBADQUARTBRSy  Centrevilley  Va.j  December  6, 186L 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  from  the  Acy  atant  and  Inspector  General 
Special  Orders,  No.  252  [of  3d  instantj. 

This  order  forms  two  brigades  of  Mississippi  volunteers  ^'withoat 
delay." 

I  woald  respectfidly  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  War  Department 
the  following  facts,  which  induce  me  to  request  most  urgently  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  execution  of  this  order.  The  carrying  it  into  immediate 
effect  will  involve  the  withdrawal  from  the  field  for  the  space  of  five  or 
six  days  of  not  less  than  nine  effective  regiments.  The  subtraction  of 
so  considerable  a  force,  even  for  one  day^  at  this  crisis,  would  of  itself  be 
attended  with  extreme  x)eril.  Of  the  nine  regiments  of  Mississippians 
in  this  army  the  Second  and  the  Eleventh  are  in  General  Whiting's 
brigade,  near  Dumfries :  the  Thirteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  and 
Twenty-first  in  General  Griffith's,  near  Leesburg ;  the  Twelfth,  Sixteenth, 
and  Nineteenth  near  Centreville. 

The  forces  as  now  arranged  are  perfectly  familiar  with  their  respective 
I>ositions ;  officers  and  men  have  become  accustomed  to  each  other,  are 
aquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  ground  they  occupy,  &c.  The  execu- 
tion of  Orders,  No.  252.  would  work  a  complete  revolution  in  the  organi- 
zation of  the  army,  anu  necessitate  a  change  of  i)osition  of  all  the  regi- 
ments from  Leesburg  to  Dumfries,  and  from  this  position  to  Dumfries 
and  Leesburg. 

Should  the  enemy  attack  us  whilst  these  changes  of  station  are  in 
process  (an  event  by  no  means  improbabl^e),  it  would  bo  almost  impos- 
sible to  avert  disaster  to  our  arms.  A  conviction  that  any  sudden 
change  of  a  material  nature  in  the  existing  organization  of  this  anny 
will  be  of  serious  detriment  forces  me  to  solicit  the  continuance  of  the 
discretion  left  me  in  General  Orders,  No.  15. 

The  front  occupied  by  this  army  extends  near  50  miles,  the  enemy  be- 
ing only  half  that  distance,  and  meditating  (according  to  latest  informa- 
tion) an  immediate  attack  upon  us  at  all  pomts  with  immense  numerical 
odds.  I  respectfully  assure  the  Department  that  the  mischief  conse- 
quent upon  the  immediate  enforcement  of  Special  Orders,  No.  252,  can- 
not well  be  exaggerated. 

As  General  Griffith  has  already  a  brigade  of  four  regiments  of  Missis- 
sippi volunteers,  I  would  also  suggest  that  no  injury  will  result  from  a 
postponement  of  the  contemplated  changes. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


Headquaeteius,  Centreville^  December  6, 1861. 

Brigadier-General  Whitino  : 

Dear  Generate  :  I  am  a  little  exercised  on  the  subject  of  our  com- 
munications. The  blocking  of  the  coad  near  Greenwood  Church  was,  I 
suppose,  to  cover  your  left  flank.  Could  it  be  so  done  as  to  give  us  access 
to  you  f  Think  of  it,  and  tell  us  how  to  approach  you.  I  don't  want 
our  communications  to  be  interrupted  either  by  Davis'  Ford  or  Bland's. 
Should  we  go  to  you,  it  might  be  well  to  do  so  in  two  columns.  It  would 
be  well,  therefore,  to  observe  the  river  as  well  as  your  strength  will  per- 
mit— the  Occoquan,  I  mean. 
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Should  you  have  to  fall  back  and  it  is  practicable,  it  should  be  to- 
wanls  us  by  Blaud's  or  Breutsville.  The  batteries  should  not  be  watched 
wheu  you  ore  contendiug  with  au  army  cowing  from  above ;  to  oppose 
it,  get  all  your  trcops  together.  If  we  beat  it,  we  get  back  the  guns, 
supposing  a  river  party  to  liave  occupied  the  batteries  in  the  mean  time. 
The  only  question  is,  wkere  to  meet  him — whether  ou  the  Occoquan  or 
where  you  are.  Your  knowledge  of  localities  enables  you  to  judge  better 
than  we  can  do  here.  I  suppose  that  if  an  army  approaches  us  aod 
another  the  Occoquau,  lesser  columns  will  approach  by  cveiy  interme- 
diate road.  It  might  and  would  be  well,  as  f^  as  practicable,  to  have  a 
party  at  each  crossing  place  to  impose  upon  these  columns  and  give 
information  of  them. 
Yours,  truly. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOI^. 


Cbntbeyille,  Deoember  7, 1861. 
General  Goopeb: 

Cannot  Brigadier-General  Jackson's  troops  come  here  and  General 
Loring  re-enforce  the  YaUey  District  f 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 


Cbntbeyille,  December  7, 1861. 
Brigadier-General  Whiuno: 

Deab  Gbnebal:  I  have  received  your  note  of  to-day.*  Your  con- 
clusion is  excellent;  you  cai\  do  nothing  better  than  to  whip  these 
gentlemen  who  are  giving  us  such  anxiety.  We  have  heretofore  been 
considering  the  matter  under  a  single  aspect— the  consideration  of  a 
heavy  force  thrown  against  you ;  this  may  not  be  done.  We  must  watch. 
You  must  get  Hampton  to  look  up  the  Telegraph  road  as  far  and  as 
closely  as  possible.  Should  it  turn  out  that  they  intend  to  neglect  you 
and  bring  their  great  force  to  crush  us.  then  you  will  have  to  come  up 
to  our  help,  and  after  the  defeat  of  sucli  an  army  we  will  go  back  with 
you  and  retake  the  batteries.  We  must  be  prepared  for  all  contingen- 
cies. You  si)eak  of  Van  Dom  as  if  he  were  on  your  side  of  the  C^co- 
quan.  He  is  not — ^no  nearer  than  to  have  a  brigade  (Bodes')  between  us 
and  Davis'  Ford,  in  observation  both  ways.  I  understood  that  you  and 
Hampton  would  observe  that  ford  of  Wolf  Bun. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 

P.  S. — The  enemy's  left  may  follow  the  Telegraph  road  to  Pohick, 
and  then  turn  to  Sangster's,  or  to  Mrs.  Violet's,  and  thence  Union  Infills, 
Wolf  Bun,  &c.  You  will  have  to  watch  veiy  closely.  Do  yon  hear 
anything  from  Maryland!  Should  yon  march  up  here,  your  men  should 
bring  nothing  but  their  blankets  (021  their  person),  cooking  implements, 
and  ammunition.  It  would  be  well  to  deposit  the  knapsacks  as  safely 
as  possible.    The  wagons  coming  up  should  be  very  light. 


Camp  Wigfall,  December  8, 186L 
General  Johnston: 

My  Dear  Gbnebal  :  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  sword  yon  have 
honored  me  by  committing  to  my  keeping,  and  I  shall  tiy  to  return  it 

*Notfoaud. 
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untarnished.  It  is  a  beautifnl  one,  and  I  trost  it  may  do  good  service 
Tvhilst  in  my  hands.  I  have  been  very  busy  making  such  defenses  here 
as  I  could,  but  my  supply  of  tools  has  been  so  limited,  that  as  yet  only  a 
small  line  of  rifle-pits  are  completed.  My  main  dependence  hero  must 
be  on  rifles,  for  I  suppose  the  enemy  will  bring  such  heavy  guns,  and 
so  many  of  them,  thiat  my  artillery  cannot  flglit  them  very  long.  As 
there  seems  to  be  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  object  of  my 
being  placed  here  and  the  course  I  should  pursue,  whilst  there  api)ear8 
to  be  no  general  plan  of  action  settled  on.  may  I  ask  you  to  give  me 
directions  how  to  carry  out  best  your  wisnest  My  own  plan  was  to 
make  this  place  as  strong  as  possible  and  to  hold  it  as  long  as  I  can. 
If  forced  to  retire,  shall  I  fall  back  towarils  General  Whiting  or  up  in 
the  direction  of  Bacon  Eacef  I  am  sure  that  I  can  hold  the  iK)sition  if 
attacked  only  in  front  for  some  hours  at  least,  and  if  you  want  it  held 
until  re-enforcements  can  come  up,  I  will  do  it.  I  have  some  apprehen- 
sion tiiat  tugs  may  be  able  to  run  up  close  to  the  ferry,  as  there  seems 
to  be  some  considerable  depth  of  water  along  the  bay  and  river  here. 
Greneral  Van  Dom,  who  was  here  to-day,  thinks  that  the  enemy  should 
be  allowed  to  cross  the  river.  No  line  has  been  chosen  for  any  of  the 
troops  to  fall  back  on,  and  I  think  the  men  would  flght  better  if  they 
are  told  to  keep  their  position.  I  wish  you  could  examine  this  country, 
or  that  General  Beauregard  or  Oeneral  Smith  could  do  so.  We  hear 
nothing  from  our  scouts,  except  that  tha  enemy  come  down  almost 
every  day  to  Pohick  Church.  Troops  can  be  landed  at  Deep  Hole,  and 
there  is  a  very  large  body  of  cleared  land  around  that  place.* 

•  •••••• 

With  my  best  wishes,  I  am,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

WADE  HAMPTON. 


BiCHMOND,  December  9, 1861. 
General  Joseph  £.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  6th  instant,  addressed  to  the  Adjutant-General 
on  the  subject  of  Order,  No.  252  [of  3d  instant],  directing  the  formation 
of  the  two  Mississippi  brigades  without  delay,  has  been  submitted  to 
the  President,  who  instructs  me  to  reply  that  he  adheres  to  his  order, 
and  expects  you  to  execute  it. 

Fully  two  months  have  elapsed  since  the  President's  verbal  expres- 
sion of  his  desires  that  the  wUl  of  the  Congress  on  this  subject  should 
be  obeyed.  Six  weeks  or  more  have  elapsed  since  orders  were  forioally 
issued  from  this  Department,  to  be  executed  as  early  as  in  your  discre- 
tion it  could  be  safely  done,  and  the  President  now  finds  the  Mississippi 
regiments  scattered  as  far  apart  as^it  is  possible  to  scatter  them,  and 
General  Griffith  sent  to  your  extreme  left,  although  assigned  by  orders 
to  the  division  of  General  Van  Dom,  which  is  on  the  right. 

The  President  considers  it  necessary  to  re-enforce  your  right  by  add- 
ing  to  the  strength  of  General  Whjting's  command,  as  already  pointed 
out  by  yourself,  and  he  therefore  desires  that  the  Thirteenth,  Seven- 
teenth, and  Eighteenth  Mississippi  regiments  be  sent  to  General 
Whiting,  to  whose  brigade  they  belong.  You  can  replace  the  regi- 
ments thus  drawn  from  Leesburg  by  any  other  brigade  you  deem  proper, 
calling  back  from  Leesburg  the  Twenty-first  Mississippi,  to  be  brigaded 

*  Somo  private  and  peraonal  matter  omitted. 
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with  the  Twelfth,  Sixteenth,  and  Nineteenth,  under  command  of  Qen- 
eral  Griffith. 

The  President  further  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  can  see  no 
reason  for  withdrawing  from  General  Whiting's  command  any  of  the 
force  now  there,  even  alter  sending  him  the  three  Mississippi  regiments 
in  accordance  with  tiie  foregoing  instructions^  inasmuch  as  he  considers 
the  danger  of  attack  on  your  right  more  imminent  than  on  your  center. 
But  on  this  point  he  does  not  desire  to  control  your  discretion.  He 
confines  himself  to  directing  that  his  repeatedly  expressed  wishes  and 
orders  about  the  Mississippi  regiments  be  cani^  into  effect. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Hbadquabtebs  Valley  District, 

Winchester  J  December  9, 186L 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

SiB :  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant  has  been  received,  and  tends  to 
confirm  the  apprehension  that  I  have  entertained  for  weeks  of  the  Fed- 
eral forces  on  the  other  side  of  the  Potomac  effecting  a  junction  with 
General  Kelly's  troops.  The  forces  in  Bomney  are  receiving  re-en- 
forcements. On  the  5th  inflitant  Howe's  battery  of  six  pieces  arrived 
there  from  Cheat  Mountain,  and  three  regiments  are  expected  there 
soon  from  the  same  place.  This  information  is  fh>m  a  reliable  person 
residing  in  Bomney.  I  have  understood  that  General  Loring  contem- 
plates leaving  his  cavalry.  It  appears  to  me  very  important  tliat  his 
force  should  come  as  a  unit  to  this  point  for  not  only  are  General  Kel- 
ley's  forces  in  Hampshire  Gounty  at  this  moment  near  7,000  strong,  and 
more  expected  from  the  West,  but  additional  troops  may  at  any  time 
cross  the  Potomac  at  a  lower  point,  and  enter  this  district.  In  addition 
to  these  reasons  for  bringing  his  entire  command  here  may  be  added 
the  great  importance,  if  successful,  in  recovering  this  district  and  cap- 
turing many  of  the  enemy,  and  disorganizing  the  mass  of  such  forces  as 
are  threatening  this  region  of  wintering  on  the  waters  of  the  Ohio,  as 
expressed  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo.  Besides  the  reasons  given 
in  that  letter  for  occupying  the  northwestern  part  of  Virginia  this  win- 
ter may  now  be  added  the  inducement  of  organizing  forces  in  that  region 
this  winter,  in  accordance  with  the  recent  ordinance  of  the  Convention 
of  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  event  of  there  not  being  enough  troops 
for  the  war. 

As  the  Federal  forces  may  move  on  this  place  any  day,  I  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  General  Loring  bo  directed  not  to  postpone 
the  marching  of  his  troops  in  consequence  of  a  desire  to  save  a  large 
supply  of  subsistence  stores.  The  enemy  may  remove  such  stores  from 
this  district  much  more  rapidly  titan  General  Loring  can  his  to  a  place 
of  safety.  The  prob£|.bilities  are  that  his  stores,  after  withdrawing  his 
conunand,  could  by  a  quartermaster  or  contractor  be  removed  before 
their  safety  would  be  endangered  \  but  should  the  enemy  advance  too 
soon,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  it  would  be  economy  to  bum  or  other- 
wise destroy  them.  It  does  apx)ear  to  me  tJiat  the  capture  of  General 
Kelley's  army,  including  his  munitions  of  war,  would  be  of  &r  more 
value  to  our  Bepublic  than  General  Lorin^s  subsistence  stores.  If  Gen- 
ersd  Loring's  entire  command  were  here  I  would,  with  God's  blessing, 
soon  expect  to  see  General  Kelley's  army,  or  a  large  portion  of  it,  in  our 
possession ;  but  if  General  Loring  is  not  here  speedily  my  command 
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may  be  a  retreating  instead  of  a  Tictorioas  one,  and  the  conseqaences 
of  snch  a  retreat  may  not  have  their  disastron^  effects  limited  to  this 
district.  The  canal-boats  have  been  going  toward  Cumberland  for  near 
a  week.  They  have  gone  np  empty  and  in  large  nnml)ers.  To  pre- 
vent their  returning  to  Washington  with  coal  I  attempted  to  tnm  the 
water  around  the  Virginia  side  of  Dam  No.  5,  Ixit  was  prevented  by  the 
enemy's  sharpshooters.  I  am  still  sanguine  of  accomplishing  my  pur- 
pose at  another  point. 

The  militia  of  the  exposed  counties  ought  to  be  able  to  protect  their 
localities  fh>m  marauding  parties  that  might  be  disposed  to  commit 
depredations  in  the  event  of  Oeneral  Loring's  cavalry  being  withdrawn. 

OoL  W.  B.  Taliaferro  arrived  yesterday  with  his  brigade  in  good  con- 
dition.   I  much  need  a  good  engineer  officer. 
Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Generalj  P.  A.  0.  8.j  dnmnanding  Valley  District. 


Heapquabtebs  Nobthwestebn  Abmy, 

Staunton^  Va.j  December  9, 1861. 

Ctoneral  S.  Goopeb,  Adjutant  Oeneraly  &e. : 

Genebal:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  tiie  letter  of  Colonel  Johnson, 
in  command  on  Alleghany  Pass.  In  consequence  of  the  insufficiency 
of  the  cavalry  on  both  lines  I  think  it  would  be  best  to  leave  a  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  with  a  section  of  artillery,  on  the  Staunton  line,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Monterey.  It  will  also  be  advisable  to  call  out  some  of 
the  militia  on  the  Millborough  line,  to  aid  the  cavalry  to  be  left  at 
Huntersville.  I  think  that  proposed  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  back 
depredating  jiarties.  Unless  you  think  otherwise,  I  shall  order  as  above 
stated. 

With  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOEING, 
Brtgadter-Oenerdly  Oommanding^  dfc. 

(InclMiixe.] 

Gamp  on  Alleohakt,  December  7, 1861. 

CoL  C.  L.  Stevenson, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneraly  Army  Northwesty  Staunton: 

Sib:  If  it  is  intended  to  abandon  entirely  this  i)osition,  under  the 
impression  that  the  enemy  have  left  Cheat  Mountain,  or  that  if  they 
have  not,  the  roads  and  clunate,  &c.,  will  prevent  their  making  incur- 
sions into  this  conntiy,  a  grave  mistake  has  been  committed.  The 
enemy  are  still  on  Cheat  Mountain.  Their  scouts  are  almost  daily  seen. 
To^ay  my  scouts  chased  a  party  of*  100  fix)m  the  old  encampment  at 
Greenbrier.  Yesterday  they  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bank,  and 
stole  a  horse  or  two.  If  this  post  is  abandoned  there  will  be  nothing 
to  prevent  their  march  to  Staunton,  and  my  opinion  is  that  they  will 
improve  the  opportunity  thus  offered  them.  Moreover,  if  they  get  pos- 
session here  it  will  be  difficult  to  dislodge  them.  Our  own  intrench- 
ments  will  afford  them  shelter,  and  additional  works  will  make  this 
point  very  strong.  The  cavalry  to  be  here  will  be,  in  my  opinion,  of  no 
avail  against  the  fbrces  of  the  enemy.  Little  reliance  can  be  placed  in 
the  cavalry  I  have  thus  &r  seen.  Infantry  and  artillery  I  consider 
essential  in  order  to  hold  this  position. 
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I  have  deemed  it  my  daty  to  throw  oat  these  hints  withoat  making 
any  suggestions,  and  ^thout  knowing  upon  what  information  in  regard 
to  the  enemy  the  contemplated  abandonment  of  this  place  is  predicated. 
I  only  state  what  I  know  in  regard  to  the  immediate  presence  of  the 
enemy.  They  have  erected  commodious  and  comfortable  buildings  on 
Cheat  Mountain,  as  I  h6ar  from  a  prisoner  captured  a  few  weeks  since. 
He  furthermore  states  that  they  will  annoy  us  all  winter. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

E.  JOHNSON, 
CoUmelf  Camnumding  MonUrey  JAne. 


Pbivatb.]  Cbnteevtlle,  Va.,  December  9, 186L 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Dear  General  :  To  prevent  spies  and  others  from  commonicating 
to  '' George"  our  arrangements,  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  keep  in 
reserve,  at  some  safe  place,  our  <<  wooden  guns,"  to  be  put  in  position 
only  when  required.  I  have  so  instructed  Longstreet  for  the  armament 
of  his  batteries.  I  understand  they  are  ^^ preparing  a  case"  at  Bich- 
mond  relative  to  the  condition  of  the  depot  at  Manassas,  ^e  bad 
arrangements  for  taking  care  of  the  sick  arriving  there,  and  of  those 
on  their  way  home  or  to  other  hospitals;  also  relative  to  our  retreat 
from  Fairfax  Gourt-House,  especially  relative  to  the  transportation  of 
the  sick  on  that  occasion,  and  of  tibe  burning  of  some  baggage  and 
tents  at  Fairfax  Station.  I  ^mention  these  tMngs  to  you  to  keep  you 
on  your  guard. 

I  hear  it  suggested  there  is  in  some  quarter  a  great  desire  to  send 
Bragg  to  command  this  army.  So  far  as  I  am  i)ersonally  concerned 
they  can  do  so,  if  they  please,  after  our  next  battie,  but  not  before. 
With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at 
Manassas,  I  think  it  can  be  remedied  by  sending  there  a  competent  quar- 
termaster and  putting  him  entirely  under  the  control  of  Colonel  Ander- 
son, who  should  be  n^e  resxK>nsible  for  the  proper  order  and  system  at 
that  post. 

Outside  of  Barbour  I  know  of  but  two  quartermasters  who  might 
answer  for  that  responsible  position — ^Bonham's  and  D.  B.  Jones'  (Cap- 
tains Young  and  Adams) — but  I  fear  those  generals  would  almost  die 
before  giving  them  up. 
Yours,  truly, 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Camp  Lee,  neab  Hague,  December  10, 186L 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  War: 

The  extent  of  the  obligations  of  the  Confederate  Ctovemment  to  Maiy- 
land  is  not  known  by  me,  and  I  feel  compelled  to  ask  for  information 
and  instruction. 

Three  gentlemen,  with  the  frill  endorsation  of  the  Government,  cap- 
tains' commissions,  are  here  recruiting,  and  claiming  the  right  to  run 
boats  to  Maryland.  Any  man  who  crosses  is  taken  in,  and  may  go  back 
as  a  hand  on  board  the  boat,  and  for  aught  I  know  any  deserter  from 
Sickles'  brigade  may  come,  get  any  desired  information,  and  go  back. 
A  letter  from  your  office  to  Colonel  Arnold,  of  King  Gieorge,  I  tiiink  in 
September,  required  these  gentlemen  to  be  furnished  every  £aoility  to 
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recmit)  and  they  claim  the  right  to  send  any  one  to  Baltimore  to  do  this. 
Axe  they  nnder  my  control  or  nott  1  cannot  discharge  my  daty  as 
provost-marshal  to  the  people  here  as  my  judgment  directs  if  they  have 
full  discretion  in  this  matter.  I  have  permitt^  them  to  use  boats,  nnder 
the  impression  yonr  order  was  imperative  upon  me. 

A  steamboat  was  introduced  here  on  Saturda;^^.  Is  she  to  pass  fireely  t 
If  sOy  I  hazcurd  little  in  saying  that  all  communication  with  the  Mary- 
land shore  will  be  cut  off  in  a  few  days  and  our  creeks  will  be  blockaded 
by  tugs. 

I  have  forbidden  the  Maryland  captain's  boat  to  cross  for  the  present 
because  of  misconduct  and  by  request  from  friends  in  Maryland. 

The  desertions  so  fax  about  equal  the  recruits. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  L.  T.  BEALE, 
If  q^  and  PrawMi'Marskal. 


Headquarters  District  Lower  Bappahannock, 

Tappahannocky  December  10, 1861« 

Gol.  D.  H.  Maurt, 

As^tant  Adjutant  Oenerdly  Brooki^e^  Station^  Va.: 

OoLONEL:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have,  in  obedience  to  or* 
dors  from  the  general  commanding,  visited  Mi^or  Beale  at  his  post  on 
tte  Potomac  After  consultation  we  both.came  to  the  conclusion  that 
some  strenuous  and  immediate  measures  should  be  taken  to  avoid,  if 
possible,  the  contamination  which  might  ensue.  A  greater  portion  of 
our  loyal  men,  the  chivalry  and  high-toned  gentlemen  of  the  country, 
have  volunteered,  and  are  far  from  their  homes.  There  is  a  strong  ele- 
ment among  those  who  are  left  either  to  be  non-combatants  or  to  fall 
back  nnder  the  old  flag.  I  do  not  consider  we  have  any  time  to  lose.  I 
therefore  suggest  that  the  militia  of  Westmoreland  and  Northumberland 
Connties  be  organized  and  relieved  by  other  troops,  they  being  ordered 
away  firom  the  dangerous  ground  and  placed  under  the  immediate  super- 
vision of  some  one  able  to  govern  them.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  be 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  at  the  same  time,  and  I  place  but  little  confi- 
dence in  the  present  militia  ineffective  system.  This  feeUng  of  discon- 
tent is  augmented  in  the  Northern  Neck  by  a  report  which  has  been  cir- 
culated to  the  effect  that  the  Neck  is  to  be  abandoned.  These  reports 
have  come  to  me  from  various  sources  as  having  originated  at  the  War 
Department  and  from  the  general  commanding  the  district.  Not  having 
received  anything  to  confirm  or  even  to  have  suggested  such  a  thought 
I  have  denied  it,  and  impressed  on  all  the  persons  asking  for  informa- 
tion the  falsity  of  the  rumor;  for  should  such  a  step  become  necessary,  I 
feel  confident  I  should  be  informed  ofHt  in  season  to  put  the  inhabitants, 
who  look  to  me  for  protection,  on  their  guard. 

Your  communication  of  the  6th  instant  in  reference  to  the  boats  was 
received  to-night  after  my  return  fh>m  the  other  side  of  the  river.  I 
shall  forward  iustructions  to  Captain  Lewis  and  the  other  officers  in 
command  in  the  Neck,  in  accordance  with  your  orders.  I  inclose  copy 
of  order  to  Oolonel  [Samuel  L.]  Straughan  on  this  subject* 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  to  the  general  commanding  with- 
out saying  that  many  more  complaints  are  made  by  a  certain  dass  of 

*  Not  found. 
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popalation  than  are  warranted.  We  have  to  fear  them  most.  All  dur- 
ing a  war  like  this  mnst  sufier,  but  for  the  good  of  the  general  service 
it  will  not  do  to  yield  to  those  persons  who  have  refused  to  volunteer, 
while  the  proprietors  of  the  conntry  are  actually  in  the  field,  and  who 
plead  poverty  and  would  join  the  enemy  should  an  occasion  occur.  It 
will  be  a  mistaken  leniency,  and  would  only  lead  to  further  trouble. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  PICKBTTj 
CoUmd  P.  A.  C.  ^.,  CammoHding, 

[Indonement.] 

Headquarters  Aquia  District,  December  13, 1861. 

EespectfuUy  referred  to  the  Adjutant-General. 
The  persons  referred  to  in  the  last  paragraph  are  the  poor  and  non- 
slaveholders. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  DistrieL 


Dublin,  Ya.,  December  10,  1861. 

S.  Cooper,  Adjutant- Geneml: 

Donelson's  brigade,  1,300  strong,  moves  to-day  for  Petersbui^g.  Eighth 
and  Thirteenth  Tennessee,  Floyd's  brigade,  require  repose.  There  is 
no  disorganization  whateveii:.  The  men  are  in  fine  spirits.  A  pay- 
master should  be  sent  up  at  once.  They  have  not  been  paid  since  June 
30.  I  estimate  the  amount  required  at  3,000  men  for  four  months.  Is 
this  line  to  be  re-enforced  f  The  people  are  alarmed  at  the  departure 
of  the  troops. 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistant  A^jutant-Oeneral. 


EicHMOin),  December  10,  1861. 

Brigadier-General  Donslson,  Dublin  Station^  Va.  : 

Proceed  without  delay  with  your  brigade  and  Starke's  regiment  to 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  report  to  General  B.  E.  Lee. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oenerai. 


BiOHMom),  December  10,  1861. 

Captain  J.  G.  Paxton, 

QuartermasteTy  Jackson  River^  Virginia: 

Send  the  following  dispatch  to  Colonel  Davis,  commanding  Wise*s 
Legion : 

Proceed  with  your  oommand  to  Lynchbarg  in  the  manner  directed  in  instmctioDs 
of  the  Quartermaeter-General  and  Capt.  J.  6.  PaxUmi  qnartermaeter  at  Jackson  River. 
Further  orders  will  be  sent  you  at  Lynchburg. 

S.  COOPER, 
A^utant  and  Inspector  CfenerdL 
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Headqttarters  Aquia  District, 

December  12,  1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  I  have  from  time  to  time  received  information  f^m  the 
lower  Northern  Neck  that  makes  me  apprehensive  of  danger  in  that 
quarter.  I  fear  the  inhibition  of  trade,  the  absence  of  necessaries,  such 
as  salt,  coffee,  &c.,  and  the  heavy  stress  on  the  women  and  children 
incident  to  the  absence  of  the  men  on  militia  and  volunteer  duty,  are 
beginning  to  tell  to  the  prejudice  of  our  cause  among  the  non-slave- 
holders. If  the  enemy  do  not  attack  our  batteries  in  a  few  days  I  think 
we  may  conclude  they  do  not  design  doing  so,  and  I  respectfully  submit 
whether  it  will  not  be  better  for  me  to  withdraw  a  regiment  from  Evans- 
port  to  replace  Colonel  Brockenbrough's  very  excellent  regiment,  which 
comes  from  that  region,  and  ser.d  it  there  to  substitute  the  militia,  which 
should  be  disbanded.  The  regiment  is  in  a  high  state  of  discipline,  full 
of  enthusiasm,  and  its  presence  would  not  fail  to  have  a  powerful  moral 
effect  on  the  people,  and  at  the  same  time  give  the  protection  of  prop- 
eity  they  are  so  clamorous  for. 

I  am,  genera],  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Major- General,  Commanding  District 


Headquarters,  CentrevilUj  December  13,  1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  in  which  you 
inform  me  that  the  President  "  adheres  to  his  order  and  expects  me  to 
execute  It."  You  add  that  "  six  weeks  or  more  have  elapsed  since 
orders  were  formally  given  from  this  Department  to  be  executed  as 
early  as  in  j'our  discretion  it  could  be  safely  done,  and  the  President 
now  finds  the  Mississippi  regiments  scattered  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to 
scatter  them,  and  General  GriflSth  sent  to  your  extreme  left,  although 
assigned  by  orders  to  the  division  of  General  Van  Dom,  which  is  on  the 
right." 

I  beg  leave  to  say  in  reply  that  there  has  been  no  time  within  the  last 
six  weeks  when  I  was  not  ready,  cheerl\illy  and  zealously,  to  put  into 
operation  the  changes  prescribed  in  the  order  referred  to,  had  I  believed 
"it  could  be  safely  done";  but  believing  an  attack  ftx)m  the  enemy  im- 
minent at  any  moment  and  at  any  point,  and  deeming  any  change, 
however  judicious  in  itself,  to  be  incompatible  with  safety,  I  felt  confi- 
dent that  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  vestetl  in  me  would  meet  the 
entire  approval  of  the  President. 

The  Mississippi  regiments  are  occupying  now  precisely  the  positions 
in  which  they  were  when  the  President  last  visited  this  army  more  than 
two  months  ago,  except  the  Twenty -first,  which  was  sent  to  Leesburg 
to  makeup  a  Mississippi  brigade.  This  was  intended  as  a  step  towards 
carrying  out  the  President's  plan,  to  be  consummated  whenever  oppor- 
tunity might  permit.  General  Grifiith  was  sent  temporarily  to  the  ex- 
treme left,  to  command  that  brigade  until  the  regiments  indicated  could 
without  risk  be  transferred  to  General  Van  Dora's  division. 

I  beg  leave  again  to  assure  the  President  that  in  the  exercise  of  the 
discretion  vested  in  me  I  posti)oned  the  execution  of  his  orders  fully 

C3  R  R— VOL  V 
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believiug  that  my  opinion  of  the  danger  attending  their  enforcem^it  un- 
der present  exigencies  would  meet  with  his  concurrence  and  sanction. 

In  informing  the  Government  that  General  Whiting's  command  needed 
re-enforcement,  so  far  from  intending  to  intimate  that  either  the  left  or 
center  could  furnish  the  additional  troops,  I  sought  to  impress  upon  it 
the  fact  that  both  are  too  weak. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  our  right  flank  is  about  25  miles  from  this 
point,  the  left  almost  as  far,  the  enemy's  center  about  15  miles  from  it, 
the  country  full  of  disloyal  people,  our  army  liable  to  attack  upon  its 
whole  front  or  any  part  of  it  by  at  least  threefold  numbers,  I  hope  the 
President  will  favorably  consider  my  appeal,  earnestly  and  respectfully 
renewed,  for  a  continuance  of  the  discretion  he  has  vested  in  me,  merely 
as  to  the  time  of  executing  the  orders  in  question. 

Trusting  that  the  President  will  think,  as  I  do^  that  I  only  ask  for  an 
authority  rarely  withheld  from  a  general  commandmg  an  army,  I  am,  most 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OenercU. 


BiOHMOND,  December  13, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant-Oeneral  C.  S.  Armyf  Bichmondj  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
leaving  my  command  for  a  couple  of  days,  in  order  to  report  to  the  War 
Department  in  i)er8on  what  I  have  already  done  by  letter  to  M^or* 
Gtoeral  Holmes,  namely,  the  necessity  of  some  immediate  steps  bemg 
taken  in  the  District  of  the  Lower  Bappahannock  in  order  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  the  disaffected  element  fh>m  gaining  the  ascendency. 
The  landed  proprietors  of  the  Northern  Neck,  Essex,  and  Middlesex 
have  not  only  most  of  them  volunteered,  but  have  also  appropriated 
funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  in  those  counties. 

I  would  respectfully  advise  that  the  militia  of  Northumberland  and 
Westmoreland  be  at  once  organized,  sent  to  some  other  part  of  the  Oon- 
federacy,  and  relieved  by  tr^ps  fh>m  elsewhere. 

The  impression  is  prevalent  that  the  Northern  Neck  is  to  be  aban- 
doned. As  commanding  officer  of  that  part  of  the  country,  the  inhab- 
itants look  to  me  for  protection,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  placed  in  a  fuse 
position.  I  have  endeavored  to  quiet  their  apprehensions.  Should  the 
Confederacy  wish  to  abandon  the  Neck,  I  would  like  to  be  informed  at 
once.  Two  regiments  could  be  readily  and  comfortably  quartered  there 
for  the  winter,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  sending  off  this  class  of  people, 
we  will  be  actively  guarding  the  country,  and  forcing  into  service  those 
who  have  refused  to  volunteer,  and  who  would  undoubtedly  join  the 
enemy  at  the  first  opportunity. 

Should  the  Bapp^annock  close  during  the  winter,  which  is  very  likely 
to  occur,  then  the  enemy  have  it  at  their  option  to  land  from  Chesapeake 
Bay,  which  will  be  open,  and  we  cannot  re-enforce. 

It  is  due  to  the  people,  those  who  are  supporting  this  war  by  direct 
taxation,  by  subscription,  and  in  person,  that  their  fsunilies  should  not 
be  left  at  the  mercy  of  these  Northern  marauders. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  PICBIBTT, 

Oolonelj  P.  A.  O.  & 
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Headqttabteks  F1B8T  GOBPS,  Abmt  of  the  Potohao, 

CentreviUej  Va^  December  14, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx,  Commanding  at  Leesburgj  Va.: 

GE19EBAL :  Your  letter  of  this  date  is  received.  The  spades  called 
for  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  practicable. 

General  Johnston  and  myself  are  of  the  opinion  that  any  demonstra- 
tion (however  strong)  of  the  enemy  against  yon  will  be  made  to  cover  an 
attack  against  the  batteries  blockading  the  Potomac,  for  they  are  more 
interests  m  relieving  themselves  from  the  blockade  than  in  taking  pos- 
session of  Leesbnrg :  and  however  desirable  it  is  for  ns  to  hold  the  lat- 
ter, we  cannot  send  yon  any  assistance  withont  having  to  give  np  the 
plan  of  operations  almuly  commnnicated  to  yon  when  you  were  here. 
Yon  can,  however,  spread  the  mmor  that  we  are  going  to  send  you  the 
division  of  E.  K.  Smith,  say  10,000  men,  of  all  arms,  in  case  of  any  se- 
rious demonstration  against  you,  for  which  purpose  you  can  say  it  has 
been  ordered  to  Gum  Spring.  But  in  case  you  are  attacked  by  over- 
whelming odds  which  you  would  not  be  able  to  prevent  fh>m  crossing 
the  Potomac,  yon  will  act  as  already  instructed.  Full  discretion,  how- 
ever, is  allowed  you,  as  we  have  entire  confidence  in  your  judgment. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that,  should  the  enemy  intend  to  cross  again 
the  Potomac,  he  will  make  a  strong  demonstration  at  one  point  and 
cross  at  another.  You  will  then  have  to  determine  whether  to  fight  him 
along  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  which  is  the  best,  if  you  are  sufficiently 
strong  and  quick,  or  in  rear  of  Goose  Greek,  at  the  points  already  indi- 
cated to  you. 

With  strong  hopes  of  your  success,  I  remain,  general,  very  respect- 
fhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Q.  T.  ^E AUBEGARD, 

Oeneraly  Commanding. 

Report  of  the  inspection  of  Floyd^s  hrigadCj  near  Newhemj  Va. 

BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  December  14, 1861. 
General  S.  Goopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral: 

This  brigade  is  now  composed  as  follows: 

Twenty-second,  Thirty-sixth,  Forty-fifth,  Fiftieth,  and  Fifty-first  Begi- 
ments  Yirginia  Yolunteers. 

Twentieth  Begiment  Mississippi  Yolunteers. 

Thirteenth  Begiment  Gkorgia  Yolunteers. 

Phillips'  Legion  Georgia  Yolunteers,  ten  comi)anies  of  infiEtntry  and 
four  of  horse. 

Guy's  battery  of  artilleiy.  four  pieces,  Yirginia. 

Jackson's  battery  of  artillery,  four  pieces,  Yirginia. 

Adams'  battery  of  artillery,  two  pieces,  Yirginia. 

Eighth  Begiment  of  Cavalry.  Yirginia. 

The  aggregate  strength  of  tuis  command  present  and  fit  for  duty  is 
about  3,500,  and  there  are  absent,  sick  in  hospital  at  various  places, 
about  1,500.  Of  these  latter  many  are  arriving  daily,  and  in  the  course 
of  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  it  may  be  expected  that  nearly  a  thousand 
will  join  their  respective  regiments.  The  troops  have  suffered  a  great 
deal  of  hardship  and  exx)osure  during  the  active  campaign  in  Western 
Yirginia,  and  now  feel  the  effects  of  the  measles  and  its  consequences; 
but  they  are  evidently  improving,  and  with  a  little  rest  they  will  soon 
be  able  to  engage  in  any  service  which  may  be  required  of  them.    To 
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judge  of  these  men  by  what  is  said  of  them  by  their  officers,  they  are 
certainly  brave  and  reliable.  To  the  eye  of  the  critical  inspector  they 
present  the  appearance  of  raw,  undisciplined  levies.  Their  instmction 
in  the  most  simple  evolutions  is  entirely  wanting.  Indeed,  they  have 
had  no  opportunity  to  receive  any  instruction,  having  been  constantly 
engaged  in  the  most  active  operations  since  the  month  of  August  last. 
Yet  these  raw  countrymen  have  certainly  gone  through  a  campaign 
which  would  do  credit  to  any  force  however  perfect  in  its  composition, 
and  I  am  told  that  all  their  hardships  have  been  borne  without  a 
murmur. 

I  am  not  aware  of  what  disposition  it  is  intended  to  make  of  the  com- 
mand of  General  Floyd,  but  I  certainly  would  recommend  that,  if  it  be 
not  contemplated  to  remove  it  to  any  great  distance,  he  be  ordered  to 
establish  a  winter  camp  of  instruction  not  far  from  where  he  now  is. 
Dublin  Depot  is  not  a  good  place,  but  the  general  has  such  a  perfect 
acquaintance  with  that  region  of  country  that  he  could  at  once  select  a 
suitable  place.  1  would  recommend  that  the  Thirteenth  Georgia  Regi- 
ment. PluUips'  Legion,  and  the  Twentieth  Mississippi  Regiment  be  or- 
derea  into  a  milder  climate.  The  severe  winters  of  Western  Virginia 
will  be  fatal  to  those  Southern  men.  The  cavahy  force  might  bo  reduced. 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  keep  there  more  than  four  full  companies  for 
the  winter.  The  artillery  horses  are  in  bad  order — entirely  unfit  for 
service.  The  horses  of  the  transport  service  are  in  the  same  condition. 
All  the  horses,  therefore,  should  be  turned  out  to  winter  with  responsi- 
ble farmers,  who  can  be  selected  by  the  general.  In  the  spring,  then, 
all  these  horses  would  be  fit  for  service  again.  The  wagons  are  in  pretty 
good  condition,  but  require  repairs.  The  arms  of  the  command  are  in 
good  order,  but  in  some  of  the  regiments  there  is  a  mixture  of  rifles, 
flint  locks,  and  i>ercussiom  guns.  This  can  be  remedied  when  the  time 
arrives  for  filling  requisitions  which  have  been  already  made.  The 
clothing  in  some  instances  is  bad,  but  supplies  are  arriving  daily,  both 
from  the  public  stores  and  from  private  contributions.  Medical  supplies 
are  deficient,  and  this  has  been  the  complaint  throughout  the  campaign. 
The  larger  portion  of  the  troops  have  not  been  paid  for  six  mouths.  A 
paymaster  should  be  sent  there  at  once.  Many  of  the  men  have  fami- 
lies who  are  really  suffering  for  want  of  support.  The  discipline  of  the 
command  seems  to  be  good.  The  general  impression  made  uiion  mo  by 
this  inspection  is,  that  the  men  having  just  come  from  a  most  fatiguing 
campaign,  and  having  suffered  considerably  from  camp  diseases,  they 
are  just  at  present  in  a  somewhat  enfeebled  condition,  but  it  is  evident 
that  they  will  improve  by  repose  and  the  improvement  in  their  daily 
rations,  and  in  a  comparatively  shoit  period  of  time  they  will  recover 
their  usual  healthy  condition.  With  good  instructions  they  could  soon 
be  miide  more  apt  in  their  evolutions.  Without  such  minute  instruction 
reliance  must  be  placed,  as  heretofore,  upon  their  ste>ady  aim  and  good 
])luck. 

liespectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  DEAS, 
Assistant  Inspector-GeneraL 


Wae  Depabttcent,  C.  S.  a., 

Eichnwndj  December  lo,  1861. 

lilaj.  R.  L.  T.  Beale,  Camp  Lee,  near  Hague : 

Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant.    At  the  time 
the  authority  was  given  to  the  several  Maryland  captains  to  recruit  for 


Chat.  XIT.]  COBBESPONDENCE,   ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  997 

our  service  the  condition  of  af^irs  on  the  opposite  shore  was  very  differ- 
ent from  the  present  state  of  things,  and  there  was  a  strong  desire  to 
enable  our  friends  on  the  other  side  to  cross  and  join  us.  Ample  time 
has  been  given  for  that  purpose,  and  you  are  authorized  to  use  to  the 
fullest  extent  your  own  discretion  on  the  subject.  Full  facilities  have 
been  given,  and  it  is  no  advantage  to  our  service  to  continue  the  re- 
cruiting of  Marylanders  on  the  Lower  Potomac. 

The  steamer  was  taken  across  to  a  creek  within  your  command  by  my 
permission,  given  to  Mr.  Henry  Stewart,  who  has  been  engaged  in  pro- 
curing some  supplies  for  the  Government;  but  all  tiiese  permissions 
have  been  granted  invariably  with  the  understanding  tliat  they  are 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  military  commanders.  £cing  responsi- 
ble for  the  safety  of  your  command  and  the  police  of  that  district  of 
country,  I  do  not  desire  at  all  to  interfere  with  your  discretion  in  enforc- 
ing such  precautions  about  the  crossing  as  may  seem  to  you  wise  and 
prudent. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Wab  Depabtment,  C.  S.  a., 

Richnoridy  December  IG,  18CL 

Mcy.  Oen.  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Seadquarters  Aquia  District^  Fredericksburgy  Va, : 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant 
in  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Northern  Neck  of  Virginia,  in  which 
you  propose  also  to  send  a  regiment  to  that  section.  This  Department 
entirely  approves  of  your  plan,  and  recommends  its  execution  as  soon 
as,  in  your  opinion,  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  your  command. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

P.  S. — Our  friends  in  Washington  inform  us  that  there  will  be  a 
simultaneous  attack  at  Mathias  Point,  Winchester,  and  Centreville  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week. 


BiCHMOND,  December  16, 1861. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston, 

Commanding^  d&c,  Centrevilley  Fa. ; 

General  :  I  am  directed  to  say,  in  reply  to  3*our  letter  of  the  12th  * 
instant,  that  since  the  date  of  the  order  you  refer  to  (General  Orders, 
No.  18,  of  November  16, 1861),  the  regiments  named  therein  have  been 
ordered  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  re-enforce  General  Jackson  in  the 
Winchester  Valley. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

*  Probably  13th,  p.  993. 
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Hbadquabtbbs, 
CentreviUej  December  16, 1861. 

General  S.  Coopbb,  Adjutant  and  Inttpectar  General : 

Sir  :  Brigadier-General  Hill,  oommauding  at  Leesburgy  writes  that 
the  enemy  are  able  to  sweep  the  ground  on  our  side  of  the  Potomae 
for  2  miles  from  the  water  with  their  artillery.  He  cannot,  therefore, 
contest  the  passage  of  the  river.  With  another  regiment  of  infantry 
and  a  snfficient  b^y  of  cavalry  he  could  occupy  his  position,  and  ob^ 
serve  the  long  line  of  the  Potomac,  so  as  to  prevent  surprise.  He 
thinks  it  possible  that  a  regiment  of  infantry  might  be  spared  from 
Bichmoud.    If  so,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  sent  wiUiout  delay. 

Colonel  Jenifer,  who  was  here  to-day,  thinks  that  his  regiment,  now 
in  Western  Virginia,  could  be  very  useful  in  Loudoun,  and  that  the 
horses  would  gain  very  much  by  being  removed  to  that  abandant 
country.  His  minute  knowl^ge  of  tiie  country  and  people  makes  his 
own  services  there  almost  indispensable.  I  earnestly  request,  therefore, 
that  his  regiment  may  loin  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  need  not  remind  the  Department  of  the  ipjury  that  would  result 
to  us  from  permitting  the  enemy  to  establish  himself  in  Leesburg,  nor 
repeat  thi|t  we  are  too  weak  here  to  re-enforce  G^eral  Hill  from  this 
body  of  troops.  If  the  two  brigades  announced  to  be  en  route  to  it  in 
Greueral  Orders,  No.  18,  may  be  expected  soon,  I  shall,  on  their  arrival, 
be  able  to  strengthen  Brigadier-Oeneral  Hill's  command  sufficiently. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


Dumfries,  Va.,  December  16, 1861. 
R.  M.  Smith,  Esq.: 

Dear  Sib:  I  was  informed  yesterday  that  our  troops  were  destroying 
my  houses  on  the  river.  There  was  a  two-story,  witJi  attic,  dwelling- 
house,  with  shed-rooms  on  the  north  side  and  a  covered  ponih  to  botii 
stories  on  the  south  side  the  length  of  the  house.  There  were  six  rooms, 
besides  two  in  the  shed,  a  large,  well-built  kitchen,  a  servants'  house, 
a  meat-house,  a  fhtme  ofQce,  new,  and  a  large  stable.  My  tenant  was 
removed  from  the  property  two  months  ago.  I  rode  down  to<day,  and 
found  every  plank  taken  firom  the  stable,  &e  office  removed,  the  kitchen 
and  servants'  house  all  gone  but  the  brick  c^mneys,  the  shed  portion 
of  the  dwelling  entirely  gone,  the  window-sash  and  doors  and  the 
weather-boarding  torn  off  and  carried  away,  the  fencing  ffone,  and  what 
I  expected  to  be  my  future  home  a  complete  wreck.  The  enemy  have 
not  destroyed  any  man's  property  on  the  Potomac  so  completely  as  the 
Georgia,  Texas,  and  Captain  Frobel's  company  have  destroyed  mine. 
Is  there  no  redress  f  Do  we  live  under  a  milituy  despotism  f  I  found 
Captain  Trobel  at  the  Cockpit  Point  batteries,  2  miles  off,  erecting  win- 
ter quarters  out  of  my  houses.  Other  portions  were  taken  by  the  Eight- 
eenth Georgia  Begiment  and  Second  Texas  Regiment.  My  wife  grieves 
over  the  vandalism,  because  it  was  her  father's,  and  the  place  where  she 
was  bom.  We  have  no  courts  of  justice,  or  I  would  prosecute  the 
ruffians.  I  am  between  the  upper  and  nether  millstones,  robbed  by  the 
Yankees  in  Washington  and  by  Southern  troops  here.  I  have  paid 
taxes  on  this  property  to  the  State,  and  the  courts  of  tiie  State  fail  to 
give  me  any  protection.  The  country  around  here  is  treated  more  like 
an  enemy's  country  than  the  homes  of  loyal  citizens.    What  right  has  a 
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colonel  or  captain,  witboat  my  leave,  to  take  my  property  t  I  would 
not  have  bad  it  destroyed  for  thrice  its  value.  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
rebuild,  and  the  whole  place  will  have  to  be  deserted. 

I  should  not  trouble  yon,  but  I  must  give  vent  to  my  indignation.    I 
give  up  all  hope  of  savins  any  of  my  property  except  the  soil,  and  I 
have  a  wife  and  seven  chil&en  to  provide  with  bread. 
Yours,  truly, 

0.  W.  0.  DUNNINGTON. 

[IndoiMmoit.] 

Enqttibeb  Offiob,  December  19, 1861. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin: 

The  foregoing  is  from  as  true  a  man  and  as  foithfol  to  the  South  as 
breathes.    He  is  an  exile  from  Washington  for  his  principles,  leaving 
and  losing  thereby  the  most  of  his  property.    The  rest  is  going  as  he 
states.    Please  protect  him,  and  oblige  his  friend  and  yours. 
Very  respectfnUy, 

B.  M.  SMTTH. 


Leesbubg,  Ya.,  Deeember  16, 1861. 
General  O.  T.  BEAUBsaABD: 

Snt:  Inclosed  you  will  find  General  Stone^s  reply*  to  my  letter;  the 
real  object  of  my  coirespondence  being  to  get  in  the  following  sentence: 
^'I  will  hang  these  villains  unless  forbidden  by  my  immediate  sui)erior, 
General  [G.  W.]  Smith,  at  Gum  Spring."  It  is  left  to  the  consideration 
of  the  general  commanding  whether  there  ought  not  to  be  some  sup- 
port of  this  assertion. 

I  learn  that  the  pickets  at  Dranesville  tall  back  to  Broad  Bun  at 
night,  and  that  succossfhl  foraging  parties  of  the  enemy  constantly 
depredate  around  Dranesville.  I  have  not  destroyed  the  bridge  over 
Broad  Bun,  as  Captain  Alexander  has  discovered  two  good  foids  over 
that  stream. 

I  returned  last  night  from  Point  of  Bocks.  Private  houses  in  that 
vicinity  have  been  bombarded  from  the  other  side  of  the  river;  private 
carriages,  with  ladies  in  them,  have  been  fired  at,  horses  have  been 
stolen,  &c. 

The  remark  made  in  my  last  letter  was  drawn  out  by  my  statement 
in  regard  to  the  inadequacy  of  ourforce  to  prevent  surprise.  If  attacked 
on  all  sides,  I  thought  we  would  lose  less  by  a  determined  resistance 
than  by  a  running  and  retreating  fight.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  let  us 
have  some  guns  of  large  caliber  to  cope  with  the  enemy's  heavy  artil- 
lery! 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Brigadier- Oeneraly  P.  A,  C  8, 


Hdqbs.  FmsT  Corps,  Abmy  op  the  Potomac, 

OentreviUej  December  16, 1861. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  C,  8,  Forces  in  Loudoun  County j  Leesburg^  Va. : 

GExnsBAL :  Your  letter  of  this  morning  has  been  received  and  its  con- 
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tents  commanicated  to  the  general  commanding,  who  instructs  as  fol- 
lows: 

Let  General  Hill  tiy  and  bang  our  own  traitors  for  mnrder,  robbery,  and  treasnn, 
bat  the  Northern  soldierB  cannot  be  dealt  with  thns  Bummarily.  He  most  not  make 
up  hia  mind  to  Tictory  or  the  oxtemihiatiou  of  his  command,  bnt  mnst  be  reminded 
ot  the  instructions  already  furnished  him.  Wo  are  too  for  to  be  able  to  g\ye  bim 
assistance  after  an  attack  is  begun  and  too  weak  to  send  him  ro-enforcements  whilst 
there  is  uncertainty  as  to  the  point  of  attack.  By  disposing  of  his  heavy  baggage, 
as  already  instructed,  he  can  retreat  in  sofetv  before  a  force  too  strong  to  bo  oppoa«d 
Bucccasfully.  I  will  write  for  an  additional  rcciment  from  Richmond  befddea  the 
cavalry  regiment  of  Colonel  Jenifer,  but  with  little  hope  of  success. 

Marauders  should  receive  no  quarter;  that  would  prevent  any  trouble  or  difflcnlty. 

I  concur  fully  with  these  views  and  in  these  instructions  of  General 
Johnston. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Qeneral  Commanding, 


Was  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  December  16,  1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd,  Dvhlin  Depots  Va. : 

Sir  :  It  is  not  believed  to  be  at  all  necessary  that  your  brigade  should 
establish  itself  in  winter  quarters  while  the  enemy  are  pressing  in  supe- 
rior force  on  the  columns  of  General  Lee  in  South  Carolina  and  General 
Johnston  in  Kentucky.  For  this  reason  it  is  that  the  Depsvrtment  has 
ordered  Anderson's  [Donelson's]  brigade  and  Starke's  regiment  (origi- 
nally intended  to  reentbrce your  command)  to  South  Oaroiina,  and  has 
also  directed  that  the  Twentieth  Mississippi,  the  Thirteenth  Georgia, 
Phillips'  Legion,  and  Waddill's  battalion  should  be  detached  from  yoor 
command  and  sent  to  join  General  Lee.  Tour  remaining  force  consists 
of  the  Twenty-second,  Thirty-sixth,  Forty-fifth,  Fiftieth,  and  Fifty-first 
Virginia,  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  of  three  batteries. 

It  is  deemed  necessaiy  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  of  Green- 
brier and  Monroe  Counties  from  the  incursions  of  marauders,  and  to  pre- 
vent any  panic  among  them,  that  one  regiment  of  troops  accustomed  to 
the  rigors  of  the  winter  climate  among  the  mountains  should  be  sta- 
tioned at  or  near  Lewisburg.  With  this  view  you  are  requested  to  de- 
tach one  of  your  regiments  (selecting  an  officer  of  vigilance,  activity, 
and  discretion  as  commander),  to  be  sent  to  Lewisburg  as  soon  as  the 
troops  are  sufficiently  rested,  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  equipment 
in  the  way  of  tents,  clothing,  &c.,  there  to  winter  for  the  protection  of 
tlie  surrounding  country.  You  will  advise  the  Department  of  the  colo- 
nel you  have  selected  and  the  route  by  which  he  is  to  be  sent  and  the 
date  of  his  departure,  that  the  necessary  supplies  may  be  furnished  in 
time.  The  remainder  of  your  brigade,  as  soon  as  fit  for  active  duty, 
will  be  moved,  under  your  command^  to  re-enforco  General  A.  S.  John- 
ston at  Bowling  Green,  Ey.,  and  it  is  desired  by  the  Department  that 
no  further  delay  occur  in  making  this  movement  than  such  as  may  bo 
absolutely  necessary  to  put  your  troops  in  proper  condition  for  move- 
ment. If  your  horses  require  a  longer  period  than  the  men  to  be  ready 
to  move,  you  can  leave  your  cavalry  and  artillery,  with  orders  to  follow 
you. 

Wlien  the  season  approaches  for  the  renewal  of  the  campaign  in 
Western  Virginia  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  reorganize 
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your  command  for  service  in  that  region,  on  such  a  footing  and  with 
sach  force  as  will  enable  you  to  take  and  keep  possession  of  the  whole 
of  Soathwestem  Virginia. 

I  am,  yoar  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BEN  J  AIM  IN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquabters  Army  of  Northwest, 

JStauntan,  Fa.,  December  17, 18C1. 
Col.  B.  Johnson, 

Commanding  Forces  on  Monterey  Line,  Virginia: 

Colonel  :  General  Orders,  No.  17,  from  these  headquarters,*  as  far  as 
they  are  applicable  to  yoor  command,  are  revoked.  Instructions  have 
been  given  to  forward  to  you  supplies,  with  those  now  on  hand,  sufficient 
for  two  months. 

It  is  the  intention  to  hold  Alleghany  Passand  the  country  in  its  vicin- 
ity, and  you  will  please  dispose  of  your  command  with  a  view  thereto. 
Circumstances,  however,  m<'iy  render  it  advisable  to  detach  it  for  service 
with  the  forces  now  moving  towards  Winchester,  and  the  general  desires 
that  you  will  keep  it  constantly  and  fully  prepared  for  such  an  emer- 


gency. 


I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  STEVENSON, 

Adjutant'  General. 


Centeeville,  Va.,  December  19, 1861. 
Hon.  W.  P.  Miles: 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  As  we  are  all  greatly  interested  in  the  reorganization 
of  the  army  now  here,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  give  you  my  views  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  reorganization  should  be  here  and  before  the  troops  can  get  a 
leave  of  absence.  Then  they  should  be  allowed  a  leave  of  absence  of  30 
days — one-third  at  a  time.  The  bounty  should  be  paid  as  they  start  off 
on  leave.  It  would  be  better  to  reorganize  the  companies  and  regiments 
as  they  now  are;  that  is,  skeleton  regiments  and  companies.  When  the 
companies  go  home  I  think  it  will  be  easy  for  them  to  fill  up  the  ranks. 
The  reorganization  in  companies  and  regiments  as  they  now  are  I  sup- 
I)Ose  would  be  best,  as  each  company  represents  some  particular  section 
and  each  regiment  some  particular  district. 

The  success  of  this  effort  will  depend  in  a  great  measure,  I  think, 
npon  the  way  in  which  it  is  started.  But  one  of  the  brigades  of  my 
division  belongs  permanently  to  my  command — D.  E.  Jones'  brigade, 
now  commanded  by  Colonel  Jenkins.  I  propose  to  start  the  thing  with 
this  brigade,  and  think  that  I  may  be  able  to  get  nearly  everj  man  of  it 
if  it  can  be  aone  as  1  propose,  viz,  make  Jenkins  a  brigadier,  and  let  the 
troops  understand  that  it  is  to  be  his  brigade,  and  that  they  are  to  be 
allowed  the  privileges  heretofore  suggested.  If  we  are  as  successful 
with  this  brigade  as  I  hope  we  may  be,  I  believe  that  every  other  regi- 
ment in  the  army  will  follow  handsomely.  Besides  being  much  liked 
by  his  men.  Colonel  Jenkins  is  one  of  the  finest  officers  of  this  army.  I 
think  him  as  well  worthy  and  deserving  of  the  position  of  brigadier  as 
any  officer  of  my  acquaintance. 

*Not  found. 
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You  must  not  suppose  that  I  mean  to  intimate  that  Jones  is  wanting 
in  character  or  abiU^  as  an  officer.  He  is  a  veiy  dear  Mend  of  mine, 
and  wanting  in  nothing  as  a  gentleman  or  a  soldier  j  but  he  has  gone  to 
Bichmond  to  seek  an  exchange  of  brigades.  This  is  known  in  his  old 
command,  and  he  could  not  now  satisfy  the  command  so  completely  as 
could  Jenkins.  If  he  is  still  in  Bichmcmd  I  would  like  you  to  consolt 
him  on  this  subject,  and  show  him  this  letter,  if  you  deem  it  at  all  ad- 
visable. I  am  satisfied  that  he  will  unite  with  me  in  my  leoommenda' 
tion  of  Jenkins. 

With  high  respect  and  esteem,  I  am,  very  sincerely,  yours, 

JAMBS  LONGSTREBT, 
MqjW'Oeneraly  0.  8.  Army. 

[Indorsement.  J 

If  the  plan  of  reorganization  proposed  above  can  be  carried  into  effett 
it  certainly  meets  with  my  unqualified  approval,  as  well  as  t^e  promo- 
tion of  Colonel  Jenkins,  who  has  already  been  warmly  recommended  by 
me  as  a  brigadier-general. 
Yours,  truly, 

G.  T.  BBAUREGABD, 

Oeneralj  C7.  8.  Army. 


Camp  Wiofall,  December  20, 1861. 
C^eneral  Whith^o  : 

My  Deab  General:  I  will  be  over  to  see  you  as  soon  as  possible, 
perhaps  this  afternoon.  Does  General  Johnston  include  Wolf  Run 
Shoals  as  in  my  lines  f  This  ford  is  too  fiur  from  me  to  enable  me  to 
guard  it  with  my  present  force,  but  I  have  always  advised  that  artillery 
and  ini^ntry  should  be  stationed  there.  If  I  am  to  guard  this  ford  I 
would  suggest  that  yon  send  the  baitory  of  Captain  Bachman  tiiere, 
and  let  me  ask  for  a  supporting  force  of  infantry.  The  brigade  which 
is  at  Davis'  Ford  could  easily  defend  Wolf  Bun,  and  it  would  be  wdl 
for  a  portion  of  that  command  to  be  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  Davis- 
Ford  ;  they  can  only  operate  by  supporting  the  lines  at  Union  Mills  or 
starve  down  here.  But  the  fact  is,  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  will  coine 
anywhere,  and  we  ought  to  beat  up  his  quarters. 

I  send  you  a  report  of  our  skirmish  day  before  yesterday.  It  was  en- 
tirely successful,  as  far  as  driving  back  the  cavalry  of  the  enemy  was 
concerned,  but  owing  to  the  feust  of  our  infantry  not  having  attained 
its  proper  position  when  the  fight  began,  we  failed  in  cutting  off  the 
detachment  as  I  hoped  to  do.  I  should  like  to  try  these  fellows  again 
in  some  force,  and  if  yon  will  allow  it,  I  feel  sure  tiiat  I  can  bag  a  large 
party.  Yesterday  they  came  to  the  church  with  900  infant^,  100  cav- 
alry, and  two  guns.  I  have  arranged  my  ferry  here  so  that  I  can  cany 
over  a  large  force  in  a  few  minutes,  while  my  guns  can  protect  the  cross- 
ing. If  we  were  to  send  over  some  infantiy,  a  few  guns,  and  a  Iwge 
force  of  cavalry,  we  could  stampede  the  whole  camp  over  there.  My 
cavalry  went  3  miles  beyond  the  church  and  drove  in  some  pickets. 
There  is  no  chance  for  a  fight  here,  so  we  will  have  to  look  up  one. 
I  am  yours,  very  respectfully  and  truly, 

WADE  HAMPTGK 
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Headquabtsbs  Valley  Distbict, 

WineheHerj  Fa.,  December  21, 1861. 
Mcyor  Thomas  O.  Bhett, 

As8t  Adjt  Oen.j  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Majob:  Part  of  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  has  arrived  here  and 
more  of  it  will  be  here  early  next  week.  I  expect  Brigadier-General 
Lonng  here  on  next  Tuesday,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
he  be  continued  in  the  command  of  such  forces  as  he  has  brought  into 
this  district,  and  that  they  be  designated  as  the  First  Division  of  the 
Army  of  the  Valley.  Please  let  me  know  the  decision  of  the  command- 
ing general  as  to  what  shall  constitute  Ckmeral  Loring's  command  and 
what  shall  be  its  designation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneral^  Commanding  VaUey  District. 


Wab  Depabtment,  G.  S.  A., 

Bichmand^  December  23, 1861. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  LoBmo,  StaunUm  : 

8m:  Your  letters  of  the  13th  instant  and  17th  instant*  have  been 
received,  and  the  measures  taken  by  you  in  disposing  and  moving  your 
forces  meet  the  entire  approval  of  the  Department. 

Tou  will  use  your  own  discretion  as  to  the  proper  force  to  be  left  un- 
der command  of  OoL  (now  Brig.  Qen,)  E.  Johnson,  and  of  the  length  of 
time  it  will  be  proper  to  hold  the  pass  which  the  enemy  has  mwle  so 
disastrous  an  eflbrt  to  force. 

I  inclose  you  a  letter  for  Brigadier-General  Johnson,  t  knowing  that  it 
cannot  but  be  a^p«eable  to  you  to  be  made  the  channel  of  communica- 
tion of  the  President's  approval  conveyed  to  meritorious  and  gallant 
soldiers  under  your  command. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Richmond,  Decetnber  23, 1861. 

General  G.  T.  Bbaubeoabd,  CentreviUe,  Va.: 

I  am  afraid,  with  all  my  efforts,  I  shall  not  succeed  in  obtaining  a 
light  battery  in  exchange  for  Calhoun's  battery.  There  are  three  bat- 
teries here,  but  neither  of  them  complete,  either  in  men  or  pieces.  I 
am  still  endeavoring  to  complete  one  of  them,  and  if  I  succeed  will 
send  it. 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inepeeter  GeneraL 


Hkadquabtebs  Valley  Distbict, 

Winchester^  December  23, 1861. 
General  S.  Goopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneraly  C.  8.  Army : 

Gbnxbal  :  I  respectfully  request  that  such  of  Brig.  G^en,  W.  W.  Lor- 
ing's forces  as  are  on  and  near  the  Alleghany  Mountains  be  ordered  to 

*  Not  found.  t  See  p.  464. 
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march  forthwith  to  Moorefiold,  Hardy  Gonnty,  with  a  view  to  forming  a 
junction  with  the  troops  now  at  and  near  this  point.  If  it  is  the  design  of 
the  Government  to  commence  offensive  operations  against  Bomuey  soon, 
the  troops  asked  for  should  move  to  my  aid  at  once.  Becent  inteUi- 
gence  from  Bomuey  gives  reason  to  believe  that  the  force  of  the  enemy 
in  Hampshire  County  is  about  10,000,  and  that  re-enforcements  are  con- 
tinuing to  arrive. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  occupation  of  Hampshire  by  the  enemy  i:s 
exercising  a  demoralizing  influence  upon  our  people,  who  are  gradually 
yielding  to  outward  pressure  aud  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.  There  are  noble  spirits  in  and  about  Bomney  who  have 
given  up  their  earthly  all,  and  are  now  for  our  cause  aud  institutions 
exiles  from  their  homes.  I  have  endeavored  to  cheer  them,  and  to 
deter  those  who  remained  behind  from  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  enemy  by  holding  out  to  them  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  deliverance, 
but  this,  I  fear,  will  prove  a  delusion,  unless  theasked-for  forces  or  their 
equivalent  come  soon. 

I  fear  that  the  forces  that  were  recently  defeated  on  the  Alleghany  will 
be  in  Bomney  before  Colonel  Johnson  leaves  his  position. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneralj  P.  A.  (7.  S.^  Cammandhtg. 


Headquabtebs  Yau^ry  District, 

Winehester^  Fa.,  December  24, 1861. 
Maj.  Thomas  G.  Bhett, 

A88t  Adjt.  Oen.j  Haqre,  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Majob:  I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  in  Hampshire 
are  nearly  10,000  strong,  and  that  he  continues  to  receive  re-enforce- 
ments. 

As  yet  General  Loring  has  not  arrived,  and  as  he  has  not  reported  to  me 
the  strength  of  his  command  I  am  unable  to  give  it,  except  by  estimate 
based  upon  the  number  of  his  regiments.  According  to  this  estimate  I 
suppose  my  entire  volunteer  command,  exclusive  of  McDonald's  cav- 
al^,  will,  after  General  Loring's  regiments,  now  en  route  for  this  place, 
arrive,  amount  to  7,500.  But  it  must  l)e  borne  in  mind  that  the  acces- 
sions from  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  are  not  well  drilled,  having  passed 
the  present  campaign  in  the  mountains,  where  the  opportunities  for 
drilling  were  very  limited. 

As  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  has  been  re-enforced  morg 
rapidly  than  I  have  been,  and  as  additional  re-enforcements  are  ex- 
pected, and  they  already  outnumber  me,  I  would  respectfully  urge  upon 
the  commanding  general  of  the  department  the  importance  of  sending  me 
at  once  5,000  g^>d  infantry  and  Uxe  First  Virginia  Cavalry,  or  its  equiva- 
lent, and  also  a  battery  of  four  guns.  These  forces  asked  for  can  be 
immediately  returned  to  their  present  stations  after  the  Federal  forces 
shall  have  been  captured  or  driven  out  of  Hampshire  County.  It  may 
be  thought  that  I  am  applying  for  too  many  troops;  but  it  is  a  miserable 
policy  to  merely  base  the  estimate  for  troops  on  one  side  for  future 
operations  upon  the  enemy's  present  strength  when  he  is  continually 
receiving  re  enforcements. 

It  appears  to  me  that  General  Kelley's  true  policy  would  be  not  to 
march  direct  from  Bomney  upon  this  place,  but  to  move  first  to  Mar- 
tinsburg,  form  a  junction  with  General  Banks,  and  then,  with  their  united 
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strength,  move  on  Winchester  over  a  road  that  presents  no  very  strong 
defensive  positions. 

If  this  place  is  to  be  held  by  us,  onr  tme  policy,  in  my  opinion,  is  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  his  present  position  betbre  he  receives  additional 
re-enforcements,  and  especially  never  to  permit  a  junction  of  their  forces 
at  or  near  Martinsburg. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  recent  break  in  Dam  No.  5  will 
destroy  any  vestiges  of  hope  that  might  have  been  entertained  of  sap« 
plying  Washington  with  Cumberland  coal  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  and  conseqaently  their  only  prospect  of  procaring  that  coal  must 
be  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eailroad,  and  for  this  purpose  near  25  miles 
of  track  west  of  Harper's  Ferry  must  first  be  relaid,  and  this  can  be  done 
under  a  much  smaller  protecting  force  stationed  at  Winchester  than 
^ould  be  required  if  distributed  along  the  raUroad.  and  consequently 
I  must  anticipate  an  attempted  occupation  of  this  place  by  the  enemy. 
My  present  force  of  7,500  volunteers,  2,234  militia,  and  664  (McDonald's) 
cavalry  is  insufficient  for  defending  my  position. 

General  lioring  has  arrived.  He  states  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
left  it  optional  with  him  whether  to  bring  his  troops  from  the  Monterey 
line  or  not,  and  he  has  decided  not  to  bring  any  more  of  these  troops 
here. 

I  have  given  the  subject  much  thought,  and  as  the  enemy  appears  to 
be  continually  receiving  accessions,  and  as  I  may  receive  no  more,  it 
appears  to  me  that  my  best  plan  is  to  attack  him  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable moment,  and  accordingly,  as  soon  as  the  inspection  of  General 
Loring's  forces  shall  be  finished  and  the  necessary*  munitions  of  war 
procured,  I  expect  to  march  on  the  enemy,  unless  I  receive  orders  to 
the  contrary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSOlir, 
Major-  Oeneralj  Commanding  Valley  District. 


Headquabtebs  Valley  Distbict, 

WincheateTj  Fa.,  December  24, 1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Genebal  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  21  I  have  to  state 
that  on  inquiry  I  learn  from  General  Loring  that  there  is  no  company 
of  Colonel  Moore's  regiment  in  Colonel  Gilham's  regiment. 

The  regiments  now  here  from  Western  Virginia  are:  The  Twenty- 
third  Virginia,  aggregate  517 ;  Thirty-seventh  Virginia,  aggregate  846 ; 
First  Georgia,  aggregate  918 ;  Third  Arkansas,  aggregate  756. 

I  do  not  know  the  names  and  strength  of  the  other  regiments  ordered 
here.    As  soon  as  I  learn  them  I  will  report  to  you. 
Bespectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major- Oeneralj  Commanding, 

Headquabtebs  Valley  Distbict, 

Winchester^  Fa.,  December  24,  1861. 
Maj.  Thomas  G.  Rhett, 

Asst,  Adjt,  Oen,y  Hdqrs.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Majob  :  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  lioring  informs  me  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Secretary  of  War  designs  his  command  to  continue  to  be  known  as 
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the  Army  of  the  Northwest  and  that  he  should  continue  to  be  its  imme- 
diate commander.  This  meets  with  my  approbation,  and  I  respectfolly 
request  that  no  action  be  taken  upon  my  former  application  for  him  to 
comuiand  as  a  division  such  part  of  his  forces  as  might  be  in  Uiia  dis- 
trict. 

I  am,  msyor,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Mt^ar-Oen/eralj  Commandmg. 


Dublin,  December  2L,  186L 

Oeneral  S.  Gooper,  Adjutant-Oeneral  0.  8,  Army: 

The  troops  are  going  off  rapidly.  Neither  money  nor  supplies  havB 
come.  Can't  they  be  sent  after  us  t  Many  of  our  people  are  without  a 
dollar  and  in  great  need. 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD. 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  0.  8.  Army. 


Special  Obdebs,  \  Heidquabtebs  Aquia  Distbiot, 

No.  203.  f  December  24, 1861. 

I.  Under  instructions  ftom  the  War  Department,  Col.  John  M.  Brock- 
enbrongh,  with  the  Fortieth  Virginia  Volunteers  and  Cookers  battery, 
is  hereby  transferred  firom  the  Second  Brigade,  Aquia  District,  and  wiO 
proceed  to  take  post  at  such  point  in  the  Northern  Neck  as  will  be  most 
convenient  for  its  management,  control,  and  defense. 

He  will  assume  command  over  all  the  forces  in  the  Northern  Neck 
and  will  act  in  concert  with  Col.  George  E.  Pickett  for  tJie  defense  of 
the  Rappahannock.   He  will  confer  with  Maj.  B.  L.  T.  Beale,  and  aflfoid 

him  every  possible  aid  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  provost-marshaL 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  Mcq.  Oen.  T.  H.  Holmes : 

D.  H.  MAUBY, 
Aeeieiant  AdjutOMt-Qemerol. 


Heabquabtbbs, 
CeHtreeWSj  December  25, 186L 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War.: 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of 
a  letter  to-day  received  from  one  of  our  friends  in  Washington,  dated 
23d  instant,  and  an  extract  from  another,  also  fh>m  a  friend  in  Wash- 
ington, dated  22d  instant.  The  preceding  part  of  the  second  letter  is 
entirely  personal. 

Most  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

GeneroL 

[InolotiiTM.] 

Monday  Mobning,  December  23, 186L 

My  Dbab  Colonel  %  If  any  confidence  whatever  can  be  placed  in 
anything  that  is  said  by  those  in  high  authority,  an  advance  of  the 
Federal  (tory)  Army  of  the  Potomac  will  take  place  between  this  and 
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the  5th  of  next  month.  Most  likely  it  will  take  place  this  week.  (Gen- 
eral Porter  told  a  firiend  of  mine  on  Saturday  that  an  advance  would 
in  all  probability  be  made  this  week.  He  also  told  him  that  Oeneral 
Burnside's  fleet  was  all  in  confusion  and  in  a  general  state  of  derange- 
ment. It  is  important,  however,  that  you  watch  both  land  and  water, 
as  it  is  more  than  likely  that  you  will  be  attacked  both  by  land  and 
water.  I  would  advise,  under  all  the  circumstances,  that  you  prepare 
for  an  attack  l^s  week.  All  of  their  available  force  on  this  side  of  the 
river  was  sent  across  this  morning.  Johnson  and  Etheridge,  of  Ten- 
nessee, are  doing  all  they  can  to  get  Yankee  thieves  into  Tennessee  and 
Southwestern  Virginia,  to  bum  bridges  and  mills,  store-houses,  machine- 
shops,  &c.  A  large  sum  of  money  has  been  set  apart  by  the  Cabinet 
for  that  special  work.  Watch  these  devils.  Keep  li  sharp  lookout  for 
bridge-burners,  &c,  in  every  direction.  Look  out  for  an  advance  this 
week.  Qod  be  with  you.  Colonel  Thompson  has  been  arrested ;  letters 
found  on  the  ducker;  poor  fellow. 

CHABLES  B.  CABLES. 

I  inclose  letter  Just  received  ftom  our  friend.  Address  me  with  great 
care  hereafter. 

CHABLES  B.  CABLES. 

I  send  several  papers.  Things  are  working  finely  in  England.  Qod 
is  with  us  and  no  mistake. 

Extract* 

•  •  •  The  visit  lasted  some  time.  In  the  course  of  it  I  learned 
that  an  advance  of  McClellan's  army  is  certainly  anticipated  within  the 
next  ten  days,  and  that  they  wished  to  get  rid  of  me  on  account  of  my 
daring  activity.  These  were  the  words.  Now,  what  shall  I  do  t  They 
may  he  obliged  to  release  me  here  unconditionaUy,  if  at  all,  but  it  may 
be  a  long  time.  If  I  can  hurt  them  by  being  kept,  I  will  submit  cheer- 
ftdly,  because  my  life  belongs  to  our  cause.  Tell  me  what  you  think. 
I  sent  a  letter  to  you  by  dear  Canard,  and  you  had  best  answer  this  in 
the  same  way. 


Headquabtbrs,  CentreviUey  December  25, 1861. 
General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General : 

SiB :  I  respectfully  transmit  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of  the 
War  Department,  two  letters  just  received  from  M%)or-Oeneral  Jack- 
son.* 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  attempt  to  impress  upon  the  Administration 
the  importance  of  preventing  the  reconstruction  of  the  Bsdcimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad  in  Virginia,  which  has  been  increased  by  the  breaking  of 
Dam  No.  5,  above  Williamsport.  No  one  understands  Uiis  subject  better 
than  the  President  himself. 

It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us  to  hold  the  valley  of  the  Shen- 
andoah, but  of  greater  consequence  to  hold  this  point.  I  cannotjhere- 
fore,  detach  5,000  men  from  this  army  to  the  Valley  District.  We  are 
but  15  or  18  miles  from  the  enemy,  and  idmost  four  times  as  far  from 
Miyor-Oeneral  Jackson.    If  it  is  possible  to  add  to  the  forces  under 

*  Ko  iDclosnreB  fonnd  with  original.  Referenoe  ia  probably  to  Jaokaon  to  Bhett,  and 
to  Johnaton,  December  84,  pp.  1004, 1006. 
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Major-Gcueral  Jackson,  I  respectfully  iirge  that  it  may  be  done.  A  re- 
eul'orcemeut  of  3,000  or  4,000  men  would,  if  it  joined  to  liim  promptly, 
make  the  force  under  his  command  strong  enough  to  attack  Uie  enemy 
with  confidence. 

The  enemy's  troops  beyond  the  Alleghany  lately  are  supposed  to  he 
now  with  General  Kelley.  Our  own,  who  lately  confronted  General 
Kelley's,  might  therefore  be  put  under  General  Jackson,  to  oppose  the 
same  enemies  on  this  side  of  the  Alleghany.  The  oi)eration  i)roposed 
by  General  Jackson  will  require  but  a  week  or  two.  Troops  who  are 
merely  in  ob8er\'atiou  might  therefore  reenforce  him,  and  after  the 
service  he  proposes  return  to  their  present  stations. 

If  there  is  a  probability  of  a  junction  of  the  troops  of  Kelley  and 
Banks,  General  Jackson's  plan  of  attacking  the  former  soon  is  undonbt* 
edly  most  judicious.  If  it  ispossible  to  re-enforce  him  for  such  au  object, 
I  hope  that  it  will  be  done. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

GeneraL 


Oentbbville,  December  26, 1861. 
General  D.  n.  Hill,  Commanding  at  Leesburg : 

My  Dear  Feiend  :  Yours  of  the  23d*  was  received  yesterday. 

In  regard  to  the  affair  at  Dranesville,  without  being  an  important  dis- 
aster, it  was  quite  a  serious  check  and  rather  unfortunate  for  us.  The 
reports  in  the  i)apers  on  our  side  are  substantially  correct,  I  believe. 
The  Yankees,  I  think,  must  have  understated  their  loss.  We  had  43 
killed,  143  wounded,  and  8  missing.  Our  troops  behaved  well ;  retired 
in  good  order  by  command,  and  are  anxious  to  try  it  again. 

Your  present  position  is  one  of  great  importance  and  heavj'  respon- 
sibility. I  am  satisfied  that  General  Johnston  and  General  Beauregard 
considered  themselves  and  this  army  fortunate  in  having  the  benefit  of 
your  services  on  our  extreme  left. 

In  the  contemplated  rearrangement  of  brigades  it  is  intended  to  give 
you  the  North  Carolina  regiments.  In  the  mean  time  I  would  say,  **Do 
the  work  before  you";  it  is  difficult  and  important ;  bide  your  time;  all 
will  be  right. 

We  have  rumors  of  an  intended  advance  of  the  enemy  within  a  few 
days;  keep  a  bright  eye  out.  I  am  not  altogether  well  for  a  few  days 
past,  but  will  be  better,  I  hope,  in  a  day  or  two. 

Write  as  often  as  you  can.  I  am  always  delighted  to  hear  from  you. 
There  were  no  letters  here  for  you  when  I  received  your  first  note. 

Y'^ours,  as  ever,  

G.  W.  SMITH. 


Winchester,  Va.,  December  26, 1861. 

J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  had  an  interview  this  morning  with  General  T.  J.  Jack- 
son, and  learned  that  most  of  the  troops  of  the  enemy  who  were  at  the 
fight  on  Alleghany  Mountain  a  few  days  since  were  now  at  Eomney) 
and  that  he  was  very  desirous  that  the  forces  on  the  Alleghany,  under 

*  Not  foimd. 
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the  command  of  Colonel  Johnson,  should  be  immediately  sent  direct  to 
Moorefieldy  so  as  to  form  a  junction  with  his  troops  when  desired.  The 
enemy  is  doing  a  great  deal  of  mischief  in  Hampshire  County,  and 
should  be  driven  out  as  soon  as  possible,  or  captured,  if  convenient. 

Jackson  mentioned  that  he  had  written  a  letter  directed  to  the  Adju- 
tant-General, requesting  these  troops  on  the  Alleghany  to  be  sent  to 
Moorefield  on  the  23d  instant,  in  which  his  wishes  are  fully  set  out. 

Having  called  frequently  at  your  department  on  business,  and  ob- 
served with  pleasure  your  promptness  in  attending  to  all  calls,  I,  with 
the  approbation  of  General  Jackson,  write  to  you  to  request  that  yon 
will  look  at  General  Jackson's  letter  of  the  2dd,  and,  if  advisable,  adopt 
his  recommendations.  Here  at  Bomney  the  enemy  is  concentrating  all 
his  forces  from  Western  Virginia,  leaving,  as  I  am  informed,  very  few 
troops  on  Cheat  Mountain.  Let  us  without  delay  meet  them  with  our 
western  forces. 

I  hope  the  deep  interest  I  feel  in  this  matter  will  be  sufficient  apology 
for  my  writing  this  letter. 

With  much  respect,  I  am,  yours,  &o., 

T.  S.  HAYMOND. 


BiGHMom),  Ya.,  December  26, 1861. 

General  John  B.  Floyd,  Dublin  Stationy  Va. : 

Capt.  B.  G.  Banks,  quartermaster,  lefb  here  yesterday  with  funds  to 
pay  off  your  command. 

8.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General, 


Abingdou,  Ya.,  December  27, 1861. 

General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant- General  C.  8.  Army: 

Deab  Sib  :  I  stopped  a  train  to  start  the  regiment  of  cavalry,  which 
will  leave  the  moment  transportation  can  be  gotten.  I  find  a  regiment 
of  Yirginia  volunteers  (the  Fifty-sixth,  Colonel  Stuart)  encamp^  near 
here,  under  orders,  as  I  hoar,  for  Pound  Gap,  awaiting  transportation, 
which  is  slow  and  difficult  to  procure.  It  occurred  to  me  that  if  the 
condition  of  things  as  represented  here  was  known  to  the  Department 
the  Secretary  might  order  this  regiment  probably  to  Bowling  Green. 
If  General  Marshall  is  at  Paintville,  near  Prestonbnrg,  Ey.,  with  his 
command,  no  force  of  any  consequence  can  march  upon  Pound  Gap 
without  leaving  General  Marshall  in  its  rear.  A  small  force  holding 
the  gap  would  be  amply  sufficient  against  any  band  of  marauders  likely 
to  advance  in  that  direction.  This  regiment  would  be  a  good  and  effi- 
cient one,  I  judge,  for  service  at  Bowling  Green.  My  command  is 
moving  well  on,  and  with  all  possible  spool  we  will  be  with  General 
Johnston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  B.  FLOYD, 
Brigadier-Generalj  C.  8.  Army. 

[Indonement.1 

Deobmbeb  30, 1861. 

Bespectfully  submitted  to  Secretary  of  War.  Colonel  Deas  left  here 
this  morning  for  Abingdon,  to  inspect  and  hasten  forwurd  this  regiment 

64  B  B— VOL  V 
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(Fifty-Bixth  Yirgima)  and  that  of  Colonel  Moore  to  General  Marshall's 
command,  whither  they  were  ordered  some  time  aince. 

S.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Intpector  OeneraL 


Was  Depabtment,  December  27,  186L 

Mr.  Macfarland  had  the  honor  to  call  at  the  office  of  Hon.  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin to  submit  to  him  the  inclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Price,  a  leading 
citizen  of  Greenbrier.  From  information  &om  other  sources  there  is 
no  donbt  the  people  of  the  country  are  apprehensive  of  another  inroad, 
which  is  inevitable  except  it  be  prevented. 

Mr.  Macfarland  will  be  obliged  to  Hon.  Mr.  Bei\jamin  to  be  enabled 
to  say  to  Mr.  Price  that  due  provision  is  made  for  the  defense  of  the 
country. 

[IiieliM8ve.] 

Lewisbubg,  December  21,  1861. 
Wm.  H.  Maofabland,  Esq.: 

My  Dear  Sm:  When  I  was  in  Bichmond  I  called  on  the  Secretaiy 
of  War,  and  remonstrated  against  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  troops  from 
the  Greenbrier  country.  The  Secretary  regarded  the  idea  of  an  inva- 
sion by  the  Federal  Army  during  the  winter  as  absurd,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  could  not  travel  here  on  account  of  the  badness  of  the  roads, 
nor  subsist  if  even  it  could  reach  here.  He,  however,  said  that  he 
would  "leave,''  "keep," or  "send"  here — ^Ido  not  know  which  word 
he  used— a  sufficient  mounted  force  to  keep  off  raids  if  attempted  by  a 
force  of  from  20  to  100  persons.  When  I  returned  home  I  found  the 
troops  all  leaving,  and  they  finsJly  all  went  away,  not  leaving  a  single 
man.  You  may  under  this  state  of  circumstances  imagine  our  intense 
concern — an  army  of  several  thousand  at  Gauley  Bridge  and  1,000  at 
Nicholas  Court-House  able  and  ready  to  approach  us,  without  the 
means  on  our  part  of  the  slightest  resistance.  The  Secretary  had  fiedled 
to  "leave"  or  "send"  a  single  man  here,  thereby  making  the  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  many  of  our  people  that  we  were  intentionally  given 
up  to  the  tttider  mercies  of  the  enemy,  but  wherefore  no  one  could  telL 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  the  enemy  accordingly  made  his  appearance 
in  our  county  on  your  farm  in  force,  varying,  from  information,  frt>m  150 
to  300  strong.  The  first  account  we  had  of  him  was  that  Mr.  Yalk's 
house  had  been  surrounded  during  the  night  and  the  inmates  captured, 
not,  however,  including  Mr.  Yalk  or  his  family.  He  was,  and  I  believe 
they  were,  away.  Next,  that  they  had  encamped  on  your  farm,  and  were 
still  there  committing  depredations.  A  remnant  of  a  cavalry  company 
from  Henrico,  commanded  by  Captain  Magmder,  numbering  about  90, 
which  had  recently  passed  on  east,  was  sent  for,  and  overtaken  at  or 
near  the  White  Sulphur  Springs.  It  returned  here  on  Wednesday  nighty 
and  Captain  Moiris'  company  of  infantry,  numbering  about  the  same, 
also  came  back.  On  Thursday  morning  they,  with  such  other  volun- 
teers as  could  be  hastily  collected  and  were  willing  to  go,  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  They  found  he  had  left  your&rm  about  the  time 
the  troops  left  Lewisburg  on  his  way  back  to  Nicholas.  Some  of  the 
mounted  men  pursued  him  and  overtook  him,  but  for  the  want  of  an 
adequate  force  or  something  else  he  escaped  them.  It  grieves  me  to 
think  of  it. 
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One  hundied  of  your  best  sheep,  your  two-year-old  cattle,  oxen, 
horses,  and  mulea,  including  your  fine  yoang  stud-horse,  were  carried 
off.  Other  property,  from  perhaps  Crallis  VsJk  and  Andrew  Bnms^as 
also  taken,  amounting  in  aU  to  several  thousand  dollars'  worth,  xonr 
house  and  furniture  I  understuid  were  not  iiyured,  nor  were  your  slaves 
taken  away,  because  I  understand  one  of  them  said  they  declined  to  go. 
Where  the  next  raid  is  to  be  committed  I  cannot  telL  The  success  of 
this  one  will  inspire  others. 

Why  is  the  whole  of  Western  Virginia  to  be  given  up  t  Is  Yirgima 
too  leig^  in  this  scale  of  States  t  Is  there  any  roal  desire  to  have  Vir- 
ginia dissevered  and  the  west  given  over  to  the  Federals!  I  am 
pained  to  think  of  the  treatment  which  we  hare  received.  A  small 
force  would  have  prevented  this  humiliating  result,  but  now  the  blood- 
hounds having  fleshed  their  fangs  it  will  take  an  army  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  a  like  event.  We  must  move  away  from  our  homes  and 
give  up  all  we  possess,  or  be  subject  to  the  invasions  and  insults  of  these 
robbeis. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

SAML.  PBIOE. 


War  Department,  G.  S.  A., 

Biehmond,  December  27,  1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia^  CentrevUley  7a.  .• 

Sib  :  I  am  informed  by  a  letter  from  S.  T.  Stewart,  agent  Confederate 
States,  Thoroughfore,  Va.,to  M^jor  Blair,  Confederate  States,  forwarded 
to  the  Commissary  General,  that  it  is  reported  by  J.  H.  Myers,  agent  of 
tho  commissai^  department  for  the  valley,  that  parties  near  Mount 
Jackson  and  Strasburg  are  refusing  to  sell  tne  grain,  &c.,  necessary  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  Gk>vemmeat  cattle  and  hogs  purchased  for  the 
supply  of  the  Army,  except  at  exorbitant  prices.  This  state  of  things 
should  not  be  tolerated.  Our  Army  must  be  fed.  The  supplies  neces- 
sary for  this  purpose  must  be  had,  and  those  who  refuse  to  sell  them  to 
the  Government  at  fair  and  reasonable  rates  cannot  be  regarded  as  true 
friends  of  our  cause.  You  are,  therefore,  requested  to  issue  orders  re- 
quiring the  impressment  of  such  supplies,  wherever  the  owners  refhse  to 
dispose  of  them  at  Mr  market  value  in  Confederate  money.  It  is  hoped, 
however,  that  the  knowledge  that  such  orders  have  been  issued  will 
prevent  the  necessity  of  executing  them,  otherwise  the  exigencies  of  our 
Army  demand  that  they  be  promptly  enforced. 
BespectfiiUy.  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War» 

Wab  Depabtment,  0.  S.  A., 

EicJimond,  December  27, 1861. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  Nortliem  Virginia : 

Sm :  The  Adjutant-General  has,  in  conformity  with  the  request  of 
General  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  placed  his  letter  of  the  19th  instant  *  before 
the  President,  and  I  am  instructed  by  him  to  make  reply  as  follows : 

The  President  has  read  with  grave  displeasure  the  very  insubordinate 
letter  of  General  Whiting,  in  which  he  indulges  in  presumptuous  censure 

*  Not  foa&d. 
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of  the  orders  of  his  commaDder:in-cbief^  and  tenders  nnaaked  advice 
to  his  superiors  in  cooimand.  The  President  does  not  desire  to  force 
on  Brigadier-Gieneral  Whiting  the  command  of  the  brigade  which  had 
been  assigned  to  him  and  which  it  was  supposed  he  would  feel  honored 
in  accepting,  and  you  are  requested  to  issue  an  order  relieving  Briga- 
dier-General Whiting  of  the  command  of  a  brigade  of  five  Mississippi 
regiments  as  assigned  to  him  by  Greneral  Orders,  Nos.  15  and  18,  issued 
from  this  Department. 

As  there  is  no  other  brigade  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  not  already 
provided  with  a  commander  under  the  general  orders  of  the  Department, 
the  services  of  Brigadier-General  Whiting  will  no  longer  be  needed  for 
the  command  of  troops.  The  President  therefore  fhrther  requests  that 
Maj.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  of  the  Engineer  Corps  of  the  Confederate  States, 
be  directed  by  your  onler  to  report  for  duty  as  engineer  to  Major-Gen- 
eral  Jackson,  of  the  Valley  District-,  where  the  services  of  this  able 
engineer  will  be  very  useful  to  the  Army. 

in  conclusion,  the  President  requests  me  to  say  that  he  trusts  jou 
will  hereafter  decline  to  forward  to  him  communications  of  your  subor- 
dinates having  so  obvious  a  tendency  to  excite  a  mutinous  and  disor- 
ganizing spirit  in  the  Army. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmofidj  December  27,  1861. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia  : 

Sib  :  The  President  has  received  several  communications  firom  officers 
of  regiments  on  yoar  extreme  right  (including  the  Eleventh  Mississippi 
Begiment),  from  which  it  seems  that  they  anticipate  being  disturbed  in 
their  winter  quarters  by  the  effect  of  the  General  Orders,  Nos.  15  and 
18.  The  President  desires  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  has  not  required 
and  does  not  expect  those  troops  to  be  disturbed  in  their  winter  quar- 
ters; he  simply  renews  his  oft-repeated  request  that  the  three  regiments 
of  Mississippians  that  were  at  Leesburg  prior  to  General  Griffith's 
arrival  there  be  sent  to  join  the  two  hitherto  under  General  Whitang. 
These  five  regiments  being  assigned  to  General  Van  Dorn's  division  on 
the  right,  he  knows  no  reason  why  they  should  not  remain  at  the  pres- 
ent headquarters  of  General  Whiting's  brigade,  without  disturbing  the 
winter  quarters  of  any  of  the  regiments  now  under  General  Whiting. 
If  the  winter  quarters  of  any  of  the  troops  are  disturbed,  the  President 
must  regret  this  unfortunate  result,  not  of  his  orders,  but  of  the  unu- 
sual delay  which  has  supervened  in  their  execution,  and  which  he  could 
not  have  anticipated. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquabtbbs,  Evansportj  December  30, 1861. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral^  Richmond^  Fa.  : 

Sib:  Since  the  withdrawal  of  Colonel  Pagan's  First  Arkansas  Begi- 
ment and  the  Fourteenth  Alabama  Begiment|  Colonel  Judge,  firom  my 
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brigade,  I  am  left  here  with  the  following  troops  as  a  repelling  force 
near  the  batteries: 

Twenty-second  North  Carolina  Kegiment:  To-day,  privates  present 
for  duty,  iDclading  a  company  in  the  battery,  471. 

Thirty-fifth  Georgia  Begiment:  To-day,  privates  present  for  daty,  259. 

Arkansas  battalion:  To-day,  privates  present  for  duty,  42. 

This  is  the  infUntry  force  here  to  do  the  labor  on  the  batteries  and  to 
furnish  the  gaard  at  night,  which  should  be  half  a  regiment. 

To  guard  the  river  between  the  Ghopawamsic  and  Aquia  Greek  I 
have  one  fine  regiment^  the  Second  Tennessee  (and  a  very  weak  one), 
the  Forty-seventh  Virginia,  one  battery  of  furtillery,  and  one  company 
of  cavalry. 

Two  regiments,  as  stated,  are  withdrawn  from  my  force  here  at  hand 
in  rear  of  the  batteries,  and  I  beg  that  other  regiments  be  sent  to  me 
here  to  replace  them.  I  ask  it  for  this  reason:  The  batteries  as  yet  are 
entirely  open  in  rear,  except  a  weak  picke^fence  around  part  of  "No.  1 
Battery,  and  in  front,  an  extent  of  a  mile  between  the  Quantico  and 
the  Ghopawamsic,  there  is  no  obstacle,  natural  or  artificial,  that  can 
obstruct  a  landing  except  the  guards.  An  enemy  landing  here  or  near 
here  would  rush  immediately  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  object — the 
capture  of  the  guns — and  must  be  met  instantly.  Hence  the  force  must 
be  at  hand.  Landing  at  any  other  point,  no  such  immediate  object  to 
accomplish,  he  would  wait  an  attack,  and  it  would  be  but  the  gradual 
meeting  of  opposite  forces.  My  situation  is  different,  requiring  an  im- 
mediate repelling  force  to  act  instantly. 

You  will  further  perceive  that  for  the  labor  to  be  performed  in 
strengthening  the  works  by  shelters  and  ditches,  and  the  large  guiuxls 
at  night  required  on  the  river  fi*ont,  the  force  is  inadequate,  aud,  con- 
sidering the  constant  annoyance  day  and  night  from  the  enemy,  no 
troops  in  this  Gonfederacy  are  as  unpleasantly  situated. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FRBNGH, 
BrigcuHer-Oeneralj  CommafidiTig. 

P.  S. — ^Night  before  last  a  steamer  shelled  the  Gockpit  battery;  also 
this  morning  before  daylight,  this  forenoon,  and  again  this  evening, 
assuming  a  position  that  ti^e  guns  mounted  could  not  reach  him,  and 
which  point  is  to  be  defended  by  the  Tredegar  gun,  just  arrived. 

[IndonementB.] 

Headquabtebs,  BrooJc^s  Stationj  December  31, 186L 
General  Johnston,  Commanding  Department : 

The  Fourteenth  Alabama  Eegiment,  ordered  to  Bichmond  by  the  War 
Department  fix)m  Evansport,  belonged  to  General  Whiting's  command, 
and  I  have  requested  him  to  replace  it  wil^  another.  If  he  cannot  do 
so  conveniently,  General  French  should  recall  one  of  the  regiments 
under  his  command  from  the  south  of  the  Ghopawamsic,  one  being 
ample  for  the  service  there.  If  the  enemy  should  appear  at  any  point 
below  Aquia,  every  soldier  in  this  vicinity  would  be  required  to  prevent 
his  landing. 

Bespectiiilly  forwarded. 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-OenerdL 
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Heabquahtbbs,  CentreviUe,  January  2, 18G2. 

Bespectfully  forwarded.  The  removal  of  the  Arkansas  regiment  fcom 
Evansport  to  replace  one  sent  into  the  Northern  Neck  was,  I  under- 
stood &om  Msyor-General  Holmes,  made  under  the  instractious  of  the 
War  Department,  and  therefore  beyond  my  control.  I  respectfolly 
recommend  that  those  regiments  retom  to  their  former  positions.  The 
force  near  Evansport  and  Dumfries  is  now  far  too  weak. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


Headquartebs,  OentreviUej  December  30, 1861. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Becretary  of  War: 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  an  article  in  the  Bichmond 
Dispatch  of  this  morning,  by  <^ Bohemian."    [Copy  following.] 

The  information  it  contains  woald  be  very  valuable  to  the  enemy, 
such  as  he  would  pay  for  liberally.  I  cannot  suppose  it  innocently  pub- 
liished.  The  author's  name  is  Shepardson  or  Shepherdson,  styled  Doe* 
tor.  I  respectfully  suggest  his  arrest.  He  is  now  in  Richmond.  I 
ascertained  this  fact  by  attempting  yesterday  to  have  him  found,  on 
account  of  a  previous  letter  in  die  same  paper.  Coold  not  the  editor  of 
tiie  paper  be  included  in  the  accusation! 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeMToL 


Manassas,  December  27. 

To-day  our  whole  army  is  engaged  in  building  log  honses  for  winter 
quarters  or  in  movii^g  to  sites  already  selected.  Several  brigades  will 
remain  where  they  now  are,  near  the  fortifications  in  Gentreville,  and 
the  remainder  will  fall  back  a  mile  or  two  upon  Bull  Bnn.  Oeneral 
Kirby  Smith's  brigade  is  at  Camp  Wigfall,  to  the  right  of  the  Orange 
and  Alexandria  road,  near  the  run.  Near  by  the  whole  of  Van  Dom'^ 
division  are  making  themselves  comfortable  in  their  little  cottages, 
which  rise  rapidly  day  by  day  under  diligent  hands  of  the  soldiers. 
A  few  brigades  ai*e  scattered  down  towards  the  Occoquan,  where  wood 
and  water  is  plenty,  the  farthest  being  by  Davis'  Fonl.  The  artillery, 
with  the  exception  of  Walton's  battalion,  has  already  been  located 
between  Cub  Bun  and  Stone  Bridge.  The  cavalry  has  fhllen  back  a 
little  and  they  are  now  building  stables  and  houses  near  Centreville. 

General  Stuart  will  remain  in  the  advance.  It  is  probable  that  Gen- 
eral Johnston  will  occupy  the  Lewis  House,  on  the  battle-field,  and  Gren- 
eral  Beauregard  Wier's,  his  old  headquarters.  Before  tiie  18th  and 
21st  Longstreet's  division  will,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  occupy  the 
advanced  position,  and  will  remain  near  where  it  is  at  present 

The  artillerists  detailed  to  man  the  guns  in  the  battery  will  also  re- 
main by  the  fortifications.  In  case  of  an  attack  by  the  Yankees  it  will 
take  abont  two  hours  to  get  the  main  strength  of  the  army  across  Bull 
Bun.  Infbrmation  of  an  approach  would  be  given  at  least  two  hours 
before  an  enemy  could  come  up,  and  in  that  time  we  could  be  well  pre- 
pared to  resist  any  force  that  can  be  brought  up. 

That  is  abont  the  situation  of  affairs  for  the  winter,  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  our  men  are  to  have  an  opportnni^  of  a  brush  vith 
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the  Yankees  or  whether  they  will  be  allowed  to  ei^oy  their  new  houses 
in  qoietness.  When  I  say  all  are  ready  for  an  attack,  I  express  bat 
feebly  the  feeling  which  pervades  the  apmy. 


BOHEMIAK. 


Ah§iraei  fiam  reimrn  of  the  Department  of  y&rihem  VhrgMOf  oommandod  hjf  Chmeral 
Joeepk  E,  Joknetan,  C.  8.  Army,  for  tko  wunUk  ^  December,  1861. 


PotonUMs  Bisttlot: 

FInt  Corps 

Seoond  Corml  .... 
Beserre  Dnrision. 
CATslry  Brigade . . 
Aitfllflty  Cmptt... 


Total  Potomac 

District 

AqniA  District 

Talloy  District 


Grand  total. 


Preaont  for  duty. 


Influitry. 


§ 


1,128 
882 

418 


I 


16,664 

12,816 

0^428 


2,421 
400 
740 


85,706 
6,418 
9,286 


8^667     60,481 


CsTSlry. 


S 


11 


185 


81 
40 


800 


684 


2,200 


8^017 
400 

671 


8^988 


▲ztiUflry. 


I 


27 

7 


80 


127 
28 


1,270 


170 


510 


2,657 
488 
424 


172 


8,420 


*19,868 

114,648 

7.168 

2,480 

674 


44,668 

6,607 
10,962 


62,112 


24,914 

18,801 

8,278 

8,006 


55,165 

8,244 

13,082 


76b  881 


81.156 

22,182 

10^189 

8,798 


68,04f 
10,060 
19,968 


96»060 


88 

12 


60 
SO 
29 


109 


Kotos  from  oristnal  rstnni : 
*  EflEbotlTe  total  (2,770)  near  Leesbarg.  under  Brl^cadler-GcBaal  Hin,  to  be  dsdnoted. 
tEllbctiTC  total  (7,001)  near  DnmMes,  to  bcdednoted. 


Headquabtebs,  CmtrevtUsj  January  1, 1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  BrvjamijXj  Seeretary  of  War: 

SiB:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  this  morning  yoor  letter  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  conveying  the  President's  orders  in  relation  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Whiting. 

I  beg  to  be  allowed  to  intercede  in  this  case,  partly  because  this 
officer's  services  as  brigadier-general  are  very  important  to  this  army, 
and  partly  because  I  also  share  the  wrong.  I  am  confident  that  he  has 
in  his  heart  neither  insubordination  nor  disrespect.  Had  I  returned 
the  letter  to  him,  pointing  out  the  objectionable  language  in  it,  it 
would,  I  doubt  not,  have  been  proinptly  corrected.  I  regret  very  ihuch 
that  in  my  carelessness  it  was  not  done.  I^o  one  is  less  disposed  than 
I  to  be  instmmental  in  putting  before  the  President  a  paper  offensive 
in  its  character. 

Brigadier-General  Whiting  has  a  very  important  command — ^that  of 
the  troops  near  Evansport  and  on  the  Ijower  Occoquan;  is  a  soldier  of 
high  ability:  has  studied  his  situation  and  circumstances;  his  removal 
now  might  oe  unfortanate  should  the  enemy  attack  before  his  succes- 
sor had  equally  qaalifled  himself  for  that  command.  The  only  officers 
who  can  be  intrusted  with  it  are  in  command  of  divisions  from  which 
they  cannot  be  taken.  I  therefore  beg  the  President  to  pass  over  this 
matter. 

Should  the  President  adhere  to  his  decision,  I  respectfully  ask  that 
his  orders  may  be  so  far  modified  as  to  place  this  ^'able  engineer"  on 
duty  in  this  department,  instead  of  in  one  of  its  c^tricts.     M^or 
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Stevens  hae  been  nnfit  for  daty  for  several  months,  and  is  not  likely  to 
recover  soon.  A  skillful  officer  of  that  corps  ^oold  be  of  great  value 
to  this  army. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 


Oenebal  Obdebs,  \  Adjt.  AND  Insp.  Oen.'s  Office, 

No.  1.  I  Richmond^  January  1, 1862. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress,  with  regulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  thereupon,  are  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army : 

AN  ACT  providing  for  the  grantlne  of  bounty  and  farloushs  to  privates  and  fiim-nrmmtwfimrl 

omoera  in  the^roTiaional  Army. 

SEcnox  1.  Tkd  Cimgre$$  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  eaady  That  »  bonntj 
of  fifty  doUani  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted  to  aU  privates,  maaicians,  and 
non-oommiasioned  officers  in  the  Provisional  Army  who  shall  serve  continnoosly  for 
three  years  or  for  the  war,  to  be  paid  at  the  following  times,  to  wit :  To  all  now  in 
the  service  for  twelve  months,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  volnnteering  or  enlisting  for 
the  next  two  ensuing  years  sabseqnent  to  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of 
service.  To  aU  now  in  the  service  for  three  years  or  for  the  war,  to  be  paid  at  tiie 
expiration  of  their  first  year's  service.  To  all  who  mapr  hereafter  volunteer  or  enlist 
for  three  years  or  for  the  war,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  ofentry  into  service. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enaoted.  That  farloaghs,  not  exceeding  sixty  days,  with 
transportation  home  and  back,  shall  be  grantcid  to  all  twelve-months'  men  now  in 
service  who  shall,  prior  to  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service,  volunteer 
or  enlist  for  the  next  two  ensuing  years  subsequent  to  the  expiration  of  their  present 
term  of  service,  or  for  three  years,  or  the  war.  Said  furlougns  to  be  issued  at  sadi 
times  and  in  such  numbers  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  deem  most  compatible  with 
the  public  interest,  the  length  of  each  furlough  being  regulated  with  reference  to  the 
distance  of  each  volunteer  from  his  home :  Frovidorif  That  In  lieu  of  a  furlough  the 
commutation  value  in  money  of  the  transportation  hereinabove  granted  shall  be 
paid  to  each  private,  musician,  or  nou-commuisionod  officer  who  may  elect  to  receive 
it  at  such  time  as  the  furlough  itself  would  otherwise  be  granted. 

Sec.  3.  This  act  shall  apply  to  all  troops  who  have  volunteered  or  enlisted  for  a 
term  of  twelve  months  or  more  in  the  service  of  any  State,  who  are  now  in  tlie  service 
of  the  said  State,  and  who  may  hereafter  volunteer  or  enlist  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  under  the  provisions  of  the  present  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  troops  revolunteering  or  re-enlisting  shall, 
at  the  expiration  of  their  present  term  of  service,  have  the  power  to  reorganize  them- 
selves into  companiosand  olect  thoir  company  officers;  and  said  companies  shall  have 
the  power  to  organize  themselves  into  battalions  or  regiments  and  olect  their  field 
officers;  and  after  the  first  election  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  by  promotion  from  the 
company,  battalion,  or  regiment  in  which  such  vacancies  may  occur :  Procided,  That 
whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur,  whether  by  promotion  or  otherwise,  in  the  lowest 
grade  of  commissioned  officers  of  a  company,  said  vacancy  shall  alwoys  be  filled  by 
election:  And  provided  farther,  That  in  the  case  of  troops  which  have  been  regularly 
enlisted  into  the  service  of  any  particular  State  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  Confed- 
eracy, and  which  have'  by  sucn  State  been  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, the  officers  shall  not  be  elected,  but  appointed  and  promoted  in  the  same  manner 
and  by  the  same  authority  as  they  have  heretofore  been  appointed  and  promoted. 

Approved  December  11,  1861. 

II.  Captains  or  commanding  officers  of  twelve-months'  men  will,  un- 
der direction  of  reprimeutal  and  battalion  commanders,  make  oat  dnpli- 
cate  master  rolls  of  their  companies,  noting  opposite  the  name  of  each 
man  desiring  to  renew  his  enlistment  for  two  years  from  the  expiration 
of  his  present  term  of  service  the  following  remark,  <'  Enlistment  ex- 
tended for  two  years ;  boanty  due,  $50,"  inserting  the  date  of  tlie  re- 
mark. 

As  soon  as  the  intention  of  each  man  is  thus  ascertained,  report  wfll 
be  made  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army  in  which  the  troops  are 
serving.    The  commanding  officer  will  thereupon  cause  his  insi>ector- 
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generals,  or  other  officers  assigned  for  that  parpose,  to  verify  the  rolls, 
and  muster  into  service  for  said  additional  term  all  that  are  fitted  for 
service.  One  of  the  rolls  thus  verified,  and  certified  by  the  inspecting 
officers,  will  be  sent  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general.  The  other 
will  be  given  to  the  company  commander,  from  which  to  make  out  far- 
ther master  rolls. 

in.  IVlienever  the  number  of  men  in  a  company  who  re-enlist  shall 
suffice  to  form  a  new  company  according  to  the  number  required  by  law, 
the  men  thus  re-enlisted  shall  have  the  right  immediately  to  reorganize 
themselves  into  a  company  and  elect  their  company  officers,  remaining 
attached  to  the  regiment  or  battalion  to  which  they  belong  until  the 
expiration  of  the  twelve  months  of  the  original  enlistment. 

IV.  If  the  number  of  men  re-enlisted  in  any  company  be  insufficient 
to  form  a  new  company,  their  original  organization  will  be  preserved 
until  within  twenty  days  of  the  expiration  of  their  term,  at  which  date 
all  the  twelve-months'  men  who  have  re-enlisted  will  proceed  to  organize 
themselves  afresh  into  new  companies  and  elect  their  company  officers. 

V.  Whenever  all  the  companies  now  forming  a  battalion  or  regiment 
shall  have  reorganized  themselves  into  new  companies,  they  shall  have 
the  right  of  reorganizing  themselves  at  once  into  a  new  battalion  or  reg- 
iment, as  the  case  may  be,  electing  their  field  officers,  as  allowed  by 
law.  Bud  if  any  one  company  of  any  battalion  or  regiment  declines  to 
reorganize  itself^  the  present  organization  will  remain  until  within  twenty 
days  of  the  expiration  of  the  present  term,  at  which  time  all  re-enlisted 
companies  will  proceed  immediately  to  organize  themselves  into  new 
regiments  and  elect  their  field  officers,  as  provided  by  law. 

VI.  All  re-enlisted  companies  which  may  faU  within  the  last  twenty 
days  of  their  present  term  to  reorganize  themselves  into  regiments  or 
battalions  will  be  considered  as  independent  companies  re-enlisted  for 
the  war,  and  will  be  organized  into  battalions  or  regiments  by  the  Presi- 
dent, and  their  field  officers  appointed  by  him  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  bylaw  for  all  other  independent  companies. 

VII.  The  furlough  allowed  by  law,  and  directed  to  be  regulated  ac- 
cording to  the  distance  of  each  volunteer  from  his  home,  is  established 
as  follows,  viz :  To  each  volunteer  there  will  be  allowed  a  furlough  of  full 
thirt3'  ^^y^  ^t  home,  to  which  will  be  added  by  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  army  a  number  of  days  estimated  to  be  sufficient  to  allow  the 
volunteer  to  travel  home  and  back.  But  in  no  case  will  the  furlough 
exceed  sixty  days,  even  for  those  most  distant  from  their  homes. 

VIII.  Commanding  officers  are  directed  to  commence  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible granting  the  furloughs  allowed  as  above  in  such  numbers  as  may 
be  deemed  compatible  with  the  s^ety  of  their  commands,  giving  pref- 
erence, as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  men  in  the  order  of  their  re-enlist- 
ment. 

IX.  The  bounty  of  $50  will  be  paid  to  each  man  when  he  receives  his 
furlough,  at  which  time  his  transportation  also  will  be  furnished. 

X.  Each  man  entitled  to  furloagh  may  receive  instead  thereof  the 
commutation  value  of  his  transportation  in  addition  to  the  bounty  of 
$50  provided  by  law.* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  QeneraL 

*  This  order  inserted  hero  because  of  correspondence  resulting  thero^m  between 
General  Johnston  and  the  Richmond  authorities.  ( See  Johnston  to  Benjamin,  January 
18 ;  Bei^amin  to  Johnston,  January  25 ;  and  Johnston  to  Beigamin,  February  1 ;  and 
to  Cooper,  February  3 ;  Benjamin  to  Johnston,  February  3 ;  and  General  Johnston's 
order  of  February  4,  post,) 
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HbADQXJABTBBS  YAIiLEY  DiSTBICT, 

Unger^a  Store^  Morgan  CauHtyj  Virginiaj  January  2, 18CS2. 

Oeneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

My  Deas  General  :  Yours  of  the  dlst  nltimo  is  at  hand,  and  tends 
to  confirm  information  previoosly  received  by  me  that  an  advance  was 
to  be  made  on  Winchester  by  forces  from  Beynolds  and  Banks.  I  am 
taking  a  position  snch  as  to  prevent  their  junction  without  giving  me 
an  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  at  one  of  them  previously,  should  cir- 
cumstances justify  it. 

To-morrow  I  hope  to  recover  Bath,  and  before  leaving  Morgan  I  de- 
sire to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  this  county  and  destroy  the  railroad 
bridge  which  has  been  recently  constructed  across  the  Big  Cacapon. 
Beynolds'  forces  in  and  about  Bomney  are  estimated  at  about  18,000, 
but  I  think  this  is  too  large ;  yet  I  fear  that  it  is  true.  At  last  advices 
General  Banks'  headquarters  were  at  Fredericktown,  but  he  has  had 
ample  time  to  change  them  since. 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
[Major^OeneraU  Commanding  Valley  DistrieL] 


EteADQUABTEBS, 

BrooMe  Station^  January  2,  18G2. 
General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant-General: 

General:  The  two  regiments  withdrawn  from  Evansport  were 
Colonel  Judge^s  Fourteenth  Alabama  and  Colonel  Fagan's  first  Arkan- 
sas, the  latter  some  time  ago,  to  replace  Brockenbrough's,  sent  to  the 
Northern  Neck.  The  Fourteenth  Alabama  belonged  to  General  Whit- 
ing's command,  and  I  have  requested  him  to  send  another  to  replace  it 
I  would  send  one  from  here,  but  am  fearful  that  Bumside's  expedition 
will  land  below  here  for  the  purpose  of  marching  on  Fredericksbarg, 
when  the  five  regiments  that  are  in  this  neighborhood  would  scarcely 
be  able  to  hold  him  in  check  until  re-enforcements  coidd  arrive.  In  tl^ 
mean  time  I  do  not  think  the  batteries  are  in  danger,  as  General  French 
has  four  regiments  at  his  disposal  and  Whiting  in  easy  supporting  dis- 
tance. 

I  sincerely  hope  you  will  excuse  the  liberty  I  am  about  to  take  in  ask- 
ing you  to  issue  at  your  earliest  convenience  the  order  relative  to  en- 
listments under  the  new  law.  The  troops  now  are  in  good  spirits  and 
many  disposed  to  re-enlist,  but  there  is  a  system  of  electioneering  going 
on,  under  the  belief  that  any  man  who  can  raise  a  company  by  re-enlist- 
ments is  authorized  to  do  so,  that  will  result  in  heart-burnings  and  dis- 
content. This  will  be  avoided  if  the  plan  of  ftirmshing  each  company 
with  rolls  and  re-enlistmeiits  on  them  to  be  confined  to  the  company  be 
carried  out.  In  this  way  the  officers  and  men  going  on  furlough  wiU 
know  the  number  of  men  they  require  to  complete  their  reorganization, 
and  will  exert  themselves  to  bring  back  from  their  homes  &e  number 
necessary  to  fill  the  places  of  those  who  refuse  to  re-enlist. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding  DiHrieL 
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Mcmorajidum  for  the  War  Department  from  notes  received  from  Wash" 

ington  by  Colonel  Jordan  yesterday. 

(Received  January  4, 18G2.) 

The  lirst,  dated  December  28,  according  to  T?]iic]i  Kelley  is  to  advance 
on  Winchester,  Stone  and  Banks  on  Leesburg,  McClellan  on  Centreville, 
and  Bumside^s  flotilla  to  attack  the  batteries.  This  to  occur  this  week, 
and  an  aide-decamp  of  McClellan,  and  Fox,  of  the  Navy  Department, 
the  authorities. 

The  second,  dated  December  30,  states  that  the  outside  pressure  will 
force  McClellan  forward  either  this  or  next  week ;  supposes  he  is  waiting 
for  Burnside's  fleet. 

The  third,  without  date,  is  headed  "  Prom  very  high  sources" :  "  Kelley 
advances  on  Bomney ;  Bumsidc's  fleet  against  the  batteries ;  Stone  and 
Banks  cross  and  advance  on  Leesburg.  McClellan  and  all  round  Wash- 
ington are  to  push  on  to  Centreville.  McClellan's  aide-de-camp  said 
that  if  the  general  were  well  enough  the  move  would  be  made  next  week, 
and  simultaneous  ones  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Puts  the  force  about 
Washington  at  from  150,000  to  300,000.  Fox  said  Fort  Pulaski  would 
be  attacked  by  land  and  water  in  ten  days.  They  will  make  an  attempt 
to  pass  the  Potomac  batteries  in  force  soon." 

The  fourt'h  is  headed  <*  Valuable  information."  The  Pensacola  frigate, 
armed  with  the  largest  Dahlgren  guns,  is  under  orders  to  proceed  down 
the  Potomac,  with  other  gunboats,  to  force  the  batteries  on  the  Virginia 
side.  The  Burnside  exp^ition  at  Annax>oli8  is  also  about  ready,  and  is 
believed  to  be  under  orders  for  the  Potomac,  to  co-operate  with  the  ex- 
X>edition  from  Alexandria  and  Washington  via  the  Potomac  andPohick 
Church.  Beynolds  has  superseded  Kelley  at  Bomney.  Bosecrans  is  in 
Washington.  McClellan  to  move  upon  Manassas  and  Beynolds  upon 
Winchester  simultaneously  with  the  attack  on  the  batteries.  This  dated 
28th  December. 

The  four  papers  are  in  different  handwriting.  I  don't  know  the 
writers. 

Bespectfnlly  submitted. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 

rinclMnre.] 
(Extract  firom  Nntiooal  Intellieenoei^-date  not  known.] 

General  Burnside  is  awaiting  the  arrival  of  gunboats  and  transports 
at  Annapolis.  Sixteen  transports,  four  schooners,  and  five  floating  bat- 
teries are  already  there.  The  naval  rendezvous  will  be  at  Old  Point 
Comfort,  and  it  is  said  that  Captain  Goldsborough  is  assigned  to  the 
command. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  Beynolds  has  been  ordered  to  supersede  General 
Kelley,  and  is  expected  to  leave  Indiana  in  a  few  days.  The  Thirteenth 
Indiana,  Colonel  Sullivan,  and  Fourteenth  Indiana,  Colonel  Kimball, 
have  gone  forward  to  Bomney  from  Cheat  Mountain. 


Headquaetees  Fibst  Coeps,  Aemy  op  the  Potomac, 

Centreville^  Fa.,  January  4, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  0.  8.  Forces  in  Loudoun  County,  Leesburg j  Va,: 

Geneeal  :  I  send  you  herewith  a  telegram  received  this  day  from 
the  War  Department.  It  indicates  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
my, to  what  point  we  are  not  yet  informed,  but  probably  to  attack  the 
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batteries  on  the  Potomac,  which  have  so  mnch  iDConvenienced  him  at 
Washington.  The  other  movements  of  the  enemy  will  probably  be  as 
supposed  when  yon  were  here.  If  so,  we  still  hope  for  a  brilliant  sqc- 
cess,  although  so  much  inferior  to  him  in  numbers  and  equipments ;  bat 
we  will  have  to  make  up  in  rapidity  of  movement  and  concentration  of 
forces  for  our  inferiority  in  other  respects. 

It  would  be  well  to  keep  your  command  on  the  alert,  and  ready  to 
move,  if  necessary,  as  already  instructed.  But  if  the  works  yon  arc 
constructing  could  hold  in  check  a  large  part  of  Banks'  command  until 
you  could  return  to  their  assistance,  vou  might  leave  to  defend  them  a 
part  of  your  forces  and  the  militia  of  Loudoun  County.  The  guns  yea 
called  for  have  been  asked  and  promised,  I  am  informe<1,  but  I  am  un- 
able to  state  when  you  will  get  them. 

Hoping  that  our  efforts  will  again  meet  with  success,  I  remain,  very 
respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD, 

Oeneral  Commanding. 

[IjkclosiiKf.] 

Richmond,  January  3, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  : 

The  following  telegram  is  just  received  from  Norfolk,  Ya. : 

In  Hampton  Roads  are  fourteen  steam  cnnboats ;  four  steam  ferry-boats,  fonr  gmss 
each ;  three  small  tugs,  one  gun  each ;  one  large  steam  frigate ;  one  large  and  one  small 
sloop  of  war ;  four  large  barges,  two  with  one  gun  each ;  eight  large  steam  transports; 
twenty-six  schooners,  two  brigs,  and  one  bark.    AU  the  steameisliave  steam  up. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


War  Dbpabtment,  C.  S.  A., 

Biehmandj  Fa.,  January  5, 1862. 

Msyor-General  Holmes,  Aquia  CreeJcj  Virginia : 

Sib  :  The  Thirty-tifth  Georgia  Regiment  is  represented  to  me  to  be  in 
almost  as  bad  a  comlition  as  the  Alabama  regiment  of  Colonel  Judge, 
which  I  was  compelled  to  order  here  in  order  to  give  them  a  chance  of 
recruiting  their  strength,  after  going  through  the  usual  camp  diseases. 
I  cannot  further  weaken  your  command,  but  humanity  requires  that 
I  should  try  some  way  to  prevent  suffering  and  mortality  among  these 
troops  just  called  from  a  southern  clime  and  weakened  by  disease. 
Without,  therefore,  wishing  in  any  way  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  de- 
tails of  your  command,  I  beg  you  will  try,  as  far  as  you  possibly  can,  to 
relieve  this  regiment  from  exposure  and  picket  duty  till  the  men  have 
well  recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  measles  and  other  camp  maladies. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

J.  P.  BBNJAMDJ, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Wae  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmondy  Va,y  January  5, 18G2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  CentrevUlCj  Va.: 

Sib  :  Your  letters  of  the  30th  ultimo  and  1st  instant  have  been  re- 
ceived. 

1st  The  President,  to  whom  I  submitted  the  latter,  dedhies  making 
any  change  in  his  former  order  relative  to  Mcgor  Whiting. 
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2d.  On  the  Babject  of  the  pabllcation  in  the  Bichmond  Dispatch  of 
two  articles  signed  '<  Bohemian,''  I  share  your  indignation  at  such  an 
oatrageous  breach  of  duty  of  both  the  writer  and  publisher.  I  hare 
anxiously  sought  for  some  means  of  punishing  the  ofibnse,  but  the 
state  of  the  law  is  such  as  to  give  no  remedy  for  this  wrong  through 
the  courts  of  justice,  and  I  have  appealed  to  the  Military  Committee 
of  Congress  for  some  legislation  to  protect  the  Army  and  the  country 
against  the  great  evils  resulting  from  such  publications.  Judge  Har- 
ris, the  chairman  of  the  committee,  has  promised  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
purpose. 

In  this  connection  allow  me  to  say  that  I  think  some  of  the  mischief 
fh>m  this  too-frequent  offense  arises  from  your  own  too  lenient  tolera- 
tion of  the  presence  of  newspajier  reporters  within  your  lines.  1  will 
do  all  I  can  to  help  you,  but  the  application  of  military  regulations 
within  the  Army  will  be  much  more  efficacious  than  any  attempt  at  pun- 
ishment by  jury  trial.  I  feel  i)ersuaded  that  this  man  Shepardson  is  a 
8py,  a^d  would  be  found  guilty  as  such  by  a  court-martial;  and  if  he  is 
caught  again  within  your  camp  1  trust  5'ou  will  bring  him  to  prompt 
trial  as  a  spy.  But  if  I  arrest  him  here  he  will  at  once  be  liberated  by 
habeas  corpus,  and  I  will  be  unable  to  secure  his  proper  punishment. 
His  offense  is  a  military  one  and  ought  to  be  summarily  repressed  by  a 
military  trial. 

I  beg  also  to  caU  your  attention  to  a  practice  that  is  becoming  too 
prevalent,  of  sending  here  prisoners  arrested  on  suspicion  of  being  dis- 
loyal I  have  no  means  of  enforcing  their  confinement,  and  am  com- 
pelled to  discharge  them  as  fast  as  they  come,  or  the  judges  would  cer- 
tainly do  it  by  habeas  corpus.  But  military  commanders  have  the  right 
to  arrest  and  keep  in  confinement  all  dangerous  or  susi)ected  persons 
prowling  about  their  camps.  It  is,  I  know,  a  little  troublesome  to  be 
burden^  with  this  class  of  prisoners  in  camp,  but  I  see  nothing  else 
that  can  be  done  with  them.  They  come  here  without  definite  charges 
against  them;  without  any  proof  or  witnesses,  and  I  am  utterly  power- 
less to  hold  them  for  you.  I  can  only,  therefore,  urge  upon  you  a 
strict^  and  less  lenient  application  of  military  law  as  the  sole  resource 
I  see  for  repressing  this  growing  mischief. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


HEABQUABTEBS  FIBST  COBPS,  ABMY  of  THE  POTOMAC, 

Near  CenireviUey  January  6, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding  C.  S.  Forces,  Leesburg : 

Genebal  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  received  and  communi- 
cated to  the  general  commanding,  whose  instructions  in  the  premises 
are  the  following : 

You  are  not  expected  to  hold  the  works  under  construction,  unless  all 
three  of  them  shall,  at  the  time  of  the  emergency,  be  so  far  completed 
as  to  satisfy  you  tnat  they  are  defensible  for  about  a  week  witli,  say, 
one  regiment  of  your  forces  and  such  local  volunteer  troops  and  militia 
as  you  can  muster  meanwhile.  There  must  not  be  an  atl^mpt  to  hold 
the  works  on  the  eve  of  an  assault  or  investment  before  they  are  in  a 
tenable  condition. 
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An  effort  will  be  made  to  send  an  engineer  to  yon,  also  a  competent 
artillery  officer. 

Bespectfollyi  year  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  iOKDAIf, 
At^istant  Adjutant-OtneraL 


General  Obdebs,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  2.  I  Bichnumdy  January  6, 1862. 

I.  The  following  act  of  Congress  and  regulations  in  reference  tiiereto 
are  published  for  the  information  of  the  Army : 

AN  ACT  for  the  recniiUng  aervioe  of  the  Froriaional  Aziny  of  the  Confftdermte  Statee.. 

Skction  1.  The  Ckmgreai  of  the  Coitfederate  States  do  enact.  That  theSecretftry  of  Wtr 
be,  and  he  is  herbby,  aathorixed  to  adopt  measures  for  reoraitine  and  enlistlnj;  men 
for  companies  for  service  in  the  war  or  three  years,  which  by  &e  casoaltieB  of  the 
service  have  been  reduced  by  death  and  discharges. 

Sec.  2,  And  he  itfwrther  enactedf  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  ao- 
thorized  to  detail  the  company  commissioned  officers  for  the  above  duty,  in  saeh  nun- 
ben  and  at  saoh  times  as  in  his  opinion  will  best  comport  with  the  pablio  service. 
The  officers  thos  appointed  to  enlist  and  recroit  for  their  respective  companies. 

Approved  December  19, 1861. 

II.  Commanding  officers  of  all  war  regiments^  battalions,  aqnadrons, 
and  independent  companies  will  detail  for  recmitiug  service,  subject  to 
approval  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army  with  which  they  are  serv- 
ing, a  subaltern  and  anon-commissioned  officer  or  private  fbom  each  war 
company  below  the  minimum  organization,  with  instructions  to  proceed 
to  the  neighborhood  where  his  company  was  raised,  and  Uiere  enlist  re- 
cruits to  raise  the  company  to  the  maximum  organization. 

III.  Officers  detailed  for  recruiting  service  will  make  requisitions  on 
the  Adjutant-General  for  recruiting  funds,  reiK)rting  the  station  to  which 
they  have  been  ordered^  the  company  and  regiment  for  which  they  have 
been  directed  to  recruit,  and  post-tow^n,  county,  and  State  to  which 
letters  for  them  should  be  addressed.  A  similar  report  should  also  be 
made  to  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster's  Deiiartments,  in  order 
that  the  required  instructions  may  issue  to  the  proper  officers  of  these 
departments  to  fill  the  requisitions  necessary  for  such  recruiting  pur- 
poses. 

TV.  As  soon  as  possible  after  the  enlistment  of  a  recruit,  he  shall  be 
inspected  by  a  commissioned  surgeon  of  the  Confederate  States,  and,  if 
unfit  for  service,  shall  be  rejected.  In  all  cases  this  inspection  shall 
take  place  before  the  recruit  leaves  the  State  in  which  he  is  enlisted. 

y.  A  commutation  for  rations,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
ration,  shall  be  allowed  to  each  recruit  from  the  date  of  his  enlistment 
until  he  is  supplied  regularly  with  subsistence  by  an  officer  of  the  Com- 
missary Department. 

YI.  No  clothing  or  commutation  for  clothing  will  be  allowed  a  recroit 
until  after  inspection.  As  soon  as  possible  a^r  inspection  and  muster, 
the  recruit  will  be  supplied  with  clothing  or  commutation  therefor  by 
the  nearest  quartermaster,  in  accordance  with  regulations. 

YII.  The  time  allowed  for  recruiting  will  in  no  case  extend  b^ond 
thirty  days ;  at  the  expiration  whereof  the  recruiting  party  with  the 
enlisted  men  will  proceed  to  join  their  company. 

YIII.  Office  in  charge  of  recruiting  parties  will  keep  a  strict  aooonnt 
of  the  disburdements  made  by  them  of  moneys  placed  in  their  hands  for 
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the  recraiting  service,  taking  duplicate  receipts  for  every  item  of  expend- 
iture. One  set  of  these  receipts  will  he  retained  hy  the  officer  for  his  se- 
enrity ;  the  other  set,  with  an  accoont-cnrrent,  wiU  at  the  expiration  of 
the  recraiting  term  he  transmitted  to  the  Ac^utant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral for  final  settlement  at  the  Treasury.  These  vouchers  and  accounts- 
current,  addressed  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  will  be  marked 
on  the  upper  right-hand  corner  of  the  envelope  which  covers  them,  ^^  Be- 
cruiting  service,'' • 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjvitant  a/nd  Inipectar  General. 


Wab  Depabtmekt,  G.  S.  A., 
Richmondj  Va.j  January  7, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johkston,  CentreviUej  Va.: 

Sib:  A  letter  fh>m  Brigadier-General  French,  of  the  30th  ultimo,  with 
indorsements  of  General  Holmes  and  yourself,  has  heen  received  and 
submitted  to  the  President. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Arkansas  regiment  was  not,  as  you  suppose, 
'^  made  under  the  instructions  of  this  Department"  to  a  request  of  Gen- 
eral Holmes  on  the  subject.  He  was  authorized,  by  a  reply  of  the  16th 
ultimo,  to  move  a  regiment  of  his  command  to  the  Northern  Neck  ^*  as 
soon  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  could  be  done  with  safety  to  his  command." 
The  reduction  of  the  force  under  General  French,  arising  from  the  with- 
drawal of  this  regiment  (as  well  as  of  Colonel  Judge's  Alabama  regi- 
ment, totally  disabled  by  sickness),  renders  it  necessary,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  President,  to  strengthen  that  important  position  by  a  detail  from 
your  center,  as  tiiere  are  no  re  enforcements  here  that  can  be  sent  to 
Evansport.  As  soon  as  Colonel  Judge's  regiment  is  recovered  from 
its  present  deplorable  condition  it  will  be  returned  to  you,  and  as  com- 
mander of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia  you  have,  of  course, 
the  power  to  recall  from  the  Noitliem  Neck  the  regiment  sent  there,  if 
in  your  opinion  the  safety  of  your  command  requires  it. 

The  President  has  ordered  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  from  G^rgia, 
to  assume  command  of  a  brigade  of  Georgians ;  and  as  there  are  only 
thirteen  Virginia  regiments  in  your  army,  already  provided  with  three 
Virginia  brigadiers,  he  does  not  deem  it  now  necessary  to  appoint  another 
Virginia  brigadier. 

Tbe  delay  in  organizing  your  army  under  General  Orders,  Nos.  15  and 
18,  has  embarrassed  me  in  providing  the  brigadier-generals  appropriate 
to  its  several  brigades,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  Congress  directing 
that  they  should  be  assigned  as  far  as  possible  according  to  States, 
and  I  have  to  request  of  yon  a  statement  of  your  present  organization, 
indicating  the  separate  brigade  commands  with  the  designation  of  the 
regiments  comprised  in  each,  so  as  to  guide  the  Executive  in  selecting 
any  additional  generals  that  may  be  requisite  from  the  States  entitled 
to  such  additional  nominations. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

—  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  .111  .  ■  ■  I  I  ■-  ■ .1      I    » 

*  Inserted  here  becaose  of  resulting  correspondence  between  Greneral  Johnston  and 
the  Bichmond  anlhorities. 


1024  OPERATIONS   IN  MD.,   N.  YA.,   AND   W.  YA.        (Chap.  ZIT. 

Headquabters  Fobtt-fifth  Virginia  BsaiMKnT, 
Camp  Thorn  Spring,  near  Dublin  Depot j  January  7,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War,  C.  8.  A. : 

Sir:  As  you  were  advised  in  a  dispatch  from  this  place  a  few  days 
sinc^e,  I  sent  two  scouts,  with  instructiond  to  proceed  to  Pack's  Feny, 
where  it  was  reported  the  enemy  in  some  force  were  crossing.  Hiey 
have  returned,  and  report  that  a  few  of  the  enemy  had  crossed  at  thsit 
point  and  proceeded  some  distance  (probably  10  or  12  miles)  on  the  road 
to  Peterstown.  They  were,  however,  driven  back  by  a  number  of  tbe 
citizens  of  Giles  and  Monroe. 

The  information  which  will  be  communicated  to  your  excellencv 
through  the  letter  which  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  is  confirmed 
by  reports  of  refugees  from  the  county  of  lialeigh.  The  strength  of  tbe 
enemy  at  Fayetteville  and  Baleigh  County  is  given  by  intelligent  i^er- 
sons  from  that  section  at  3,000.  The  forward  movement  of  the  enemy 
to  Baleigh  Gourt-House  in  any  force  is  very  recent,  and  I  feel  confideot 
that  they  have  in  contemplation  an  advance  u]X>n  this  road. 

Deeming  it  proper  to  give  you  the  above  information,  I  have  the  honor 
to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  B.  PETERS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commanding  Forty -fifth  Virginia 


[InokMnirM.] 

Dublin,  January  6, 18G2. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Peters: 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from 
Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Caldwell,  of  Baleigh  County,  giving  information  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy. 
Bespectfully, 

WM.  H.  HOWE. 

Mercer  Gourt-House,  Ya.,  January  3, 18G2. 
Mr.  Wm.  H.  Howe: 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  county  of  Baleigh,  residing  near  the 
Gourt-House,  and  have  been  driven  fh>m  home  with  a  good  many  other 
citizens  of  the  county.  Having  just  arrived  l^re  from  that  connty,  the 
citizens  of  this  village  think  it  proper  that  the  fact  of  the  invasion  of 
that  county  by  the  Federal  troops  should  be  made  known,  so  that  the 
citizens  of  the  counties  between  that  place  and  the  railroad  may  adopt 
some  policy  to  repel  their  intended  raid  upon  the  Virginia  and  Tennes- 
see Bailroad.  Hence  I  am  troubling  you  with  this  note,  that  the  peo- 
ple may  have  time  to  organize  for  their  own  protection. 

After  repeated  visits  by  the  enemy  in  small  forces,  and  committiBg 
depredations  wherever  they  went  by  stealing  property  (cattle,  horses. 
&c)  and  arresting  citizens  pursuing  their  usual  avocations,  forcing  them 
to  take  the  oath  or  taking  them  to  Fayetteville  and  holding  them  in 
confinement,  on  last  Monday,  the  30th  day  of  December  last,  onr  village 
was  taken  possession  of  by  at  least  1,000  Federal  troops,  arresting  the 
citizens  that  were  remaining  and  compelling  them  to  take  the  oath,  or 
holding  them  prisoners.  They  are  robbing  the  citizens  of  all  their  prop- 
erty, grain,  provender,  &c.,  leaving  the  families  of  those  that  have  had 
to  flee  from  their  persecutions  entirely  dependent  and  helpless.  Hold- 
ing a  commission  as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  militia  (the  colonel  being 
a  prisoner  in  their  hands),  I  have  issued  orders  to  call  out  the  militia  of 
Baleigh  County  to  meet  to-morrow  in  edge  of  this  county,  but  the  prin- 
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cipal  portion  of  the  coonty  being  in  possession  of  the  Federals,  the 
number  to  assemble  is  very  small,  bat  we  will  assist  with  all  onr  power 
in  resisting  any  further  advances  of  the  enemy,  hoping  to  have  the 
aid  of  the  counties  interested  with  ourselves;  and  perhaps,  if  the  facts 
were  properly  represented  to  our  authorities,  they  would  dispatch  a 
regiment  of  volunteer  forces  to  our  assistance,  for  they  openly  avow 
that  their  destination  is  ultimately  the  railroad. 

Asking  pardon  for  troubling  you  (being  a  stranger),  and  hoping  that 
you  will  use  your  influence  in  procuring  aid,  I  am,  very  respectfully, 

JOSEPH  CALDWELL, 
JAeutenant' Colonel  of  the  One  hundred  and  eighty-fourth  Regiment, 


Special  Obdees,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  5.  )  Eichmondy  January  7, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

XIX.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  0.  Wayne,  Provisional  Army,  will  forthwith 
proceed  to  Manassas,  Va.,  and  report  for  duty  to  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  commanding. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- OenerdL 


Headquabtebs  Cavalby  Bbigade, 

Camp  Qui  Vive,  January  9, 1862. 

[General  Hill:] 

Deab  Genebal:  I  thank  you  for  your  fovor  received  some  time 
since,  and  I  assure  you  I  am  very  grateful  to  you  for  the  suggestions  it 
contained. 

I  was  desirous  of  sending  the  whole  of  Badford's  regiment  to  Lees- 
burg,  but  the  commanding  general  was  unwilling  to  spare  so  much 
cavalry.  Colonel  Eadford,  with  two  companies,  to  join  the  four  already 
with  you,  are  now  en  route,  making  your  available  cavalry  amount  to 
six  companies.  The  picket  now  in  sight  of  Dranesville  is  merely  to 
notify  me  of  any  movement  on  Leesburg  from  that  direction.  I  regret 
very  much  that  you  have  lost  the  services  of  Colonel  Jenifer,  whose 
thorough  acquaintance  with  the  whole  Potomac  region  must  have  made 
him  invaluable  as  a  cavalry  commander. 

I  will  require  of  Colonel  Radford  a  monthly  return  of  his  regiment, 
and  I  hope  you  will  concert  with  me  some  point  of  junction  by  pickets 
or  patrols,  so  we  can  keep  up  a  more  rigid  non-intercourse,  as  well  as 
more  direct  communication  with  each  other.  A  system  of  signals  simi- 
lar to  those  in  use  by  the  cavalry  here  is,  I  think,  indispensable  to  safety 
from  injury  by  friends  as  well  as  imposition  by  enemies.  I  hope  to  Iiear 
cheering  news  from  Stonewall  Jackson  soon. 

The  Potomac  Burnside  fleet  has  not  yet  developed  itself,  but  we 
are  all  anxiously  expectant.  McGlellan's  illness  delays  its  operations 
doubtless. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant  and  true  friend, 

J.  E.  B.  STUART, 

Brigadier-  GeneraL 

65  B  B— VOL  V 


1028  OPERATIONS  IN  BiD.,   N.   VA,,   AND  W,   VA,         [Chat.  XIT. 

We  have  constmcted  one  most  excellent  fort  and  have  two  others  in 
process  of  construction.  These,  when  finished,  coald  be  held  by  a  single 
regiment,  and  Loudoun  County,  the  richest  in  the  State,  would  be  safe. 
If  this  regiment  was  sent  from  Bichmond  my  whole  available  force  coold 
move  to  Centreville  on  the  decisive  day. 

The  object  of  my  communication,  then,  is  to  ask  for  at  least  one  addi- 
tional regiment,  for  guns  to  be  placed  in  the  batteries  and  for  artillerists 
to  work  them.  The  guns  I  learn  can  be  got.  and  if  no  artillerists  can  be 
spared,  I  could  have  men  trained  and  drilled  in  the  reinforcing  regi- 
ment. 

As  <<  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  is  the  rebellion,"  in  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  McGlellan,  I  trust  that  I  may  be  excused  for  troubling  you  on 
a  matter  materially  connected  with  its  efficiency. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Brigadier-Qeneralj  P.  A.  C  & 

[Memonxidiiiii.1 

Write  General  Hill  that  one  unarmed  regiment  can  be  fomishedi  if 
desired,  but  we  have  no  arms. 


Headquarters  Department  of  I^orthern  Virginia, 

CentreviUej  January  14, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant, 
and  transmit  herewith  the  statement  required  of  the  organization  of  the 
troops  of  the  Potomac  District,  with  partial  ones  of  those  of  Aquia  and 
the  valley.  These  are  incomplete,  because  the  officers  commanding  those 
districts  have  not  yet  furnished  the  statements  (similar)  asked  for  by  me 
some  time  since. 

I  regret  to  find  from  your  last  letter  that  the  President  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  I  have  exercised  the  discretion  with  which  he 
invested  me  as  to  the  execution  of  Orders  15  and  18.  1  have  assured 
him  that  there  has  been  no  time  since  those  orders  were  given  when  i 
did  not  believe  it  to  be  utterly  unsafe  to  attempt  such  reorganization, 
and  no  time  when  I  was  not,  as  now,  anxious  to  carry  out  his  wishes. 

I  have  hitherto  regarded  these  changes  as  impracticable  because  un- 
safe, and  shall  so  regard  them  until  the  destination  of  the  Bumside 
expedition  is  known. 

Could  the  President  see  the  condition  of  the  country  at  this  season, 
and  that  of  our  means  of  transportation,  I  am  sure  that  he  would  regard 
these  changes  as  physically  impracticable  now.  The  teams  are  all  in 
constant  employment,  either  to  supply  the  troops  with  provision  and 
fuel  or  themselves  and  the  cavalry  horses  with  food. 

Since  the  supply  in  the  neighborhood  was  exhausted  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  has  been  unable  to  furnish  full  forage.  Hay  and  fod- 
der are  rarely  to  be  had,  consequently  our  horses  are  in  wretohed  con- 
dition. 

I  have  twice  asked  by  telegraph  for  an  officer  to  take  General  Whit- 
ing's command,  but  have  received  no  reply.  Ko  competent  officer  can 
be  spared  from  any  other  part  of  this  army. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 
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(Inclosim.] 


POTOMAC  DISTRICT. 


General  O.  T.  Beaubeoard,  commanding. 


FIB8T  DIVISION. 


(Late  Mi^or-General  Yak  Dorn's.) 


Brigadi/OT'OtntTol  BwAaaCi  brigade. 

Second  Sonth  Carolina  Infantry. 
Third  Sonth  Carolina  Infantry. 
Seventh  Sonth  Carolina  Infantry. 
Eighth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
Boykin's  Rangers,  cavalry. 
Kemper's  battery  (Virginia). 


Brigadkr-OtntraX  Earljfi  Irigadt, 

Twentieth  Georgia  Infantry. . 
Fifth  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
Twenty-third  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
Twenty-fonrth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Jeff.  Davis  (Montgomery)  Artillery  (Ala- 
bama). 


Srigadier-General  Bodet^  brigade. 


Fifth  Alabama  Infantry. 
Sixth  Alabama  Infantry. 
Twelfth  Alabama  In&ntry. 


Twelfth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
King  WiUiam  Artillery  (Virginia). 


SECOND  DIVISION. 


Moj,  Gen.  G.  W.  SsaTH,  commanding. 


brigade. 


Seventh  Gteor^  Infantry. 
Eighth  Georgia  Infantry. 
Ninth  Georgia  Infantry. 
Eleventh  Georgia  Infantry. 
Wise  Artillery  (Virginia). 


Brigadier-Oeneral  Wileoa?$  brigade. 

Ninth  Alabama  Infiuitry. 
Tenth  Alabama  Infantry. 
Eleventh  Alabama  Infantry. 
Nineteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Thirty-eishth  Vircmia  Infant^. 
Thomas  £tillery  (Virginia). 


Brigadier-General  ToanM  brigade. 


First  Goorgia  (regulars)  Infantry. 
Second  Georgia  Infantiy. 
Fifteenth  G^rgia  Infantry. 


Seventeenth  Georgia  Inikntry. 
Blodget's  battery. 


THIRD   DIVISION. 


M(\Jor-General  LoNGSTREET,  commanding. 


Brigadier-General  BweWe  brigade. 

First  Virji^lnia  Infantry. 
Seventh  Virginia  Infantry. 
Eleventh  Virginia  Infancy. 
Seventeenth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Loudoun  Artillery  (Virginia). 


Eighth  Virginia  Infantrv. 
Eighteenth  Virg|inia  Infantry. 
Nineteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 


Brig.  Gen.  D,  S.  Jtmetf  brigade. 

Fourth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
Fifth  South  Carolina  Infantry. 
Sixth  South  Carolina  Infant^. 
Ninth  Sonth  Carolina  Infantry. 
Fauquier  Artillery  (Virginia). 

brigade. 

Twenty-eighth  Virginia  Influitry. 
Latham's  artillery  (Virginia). 


1030 


OPERATIONB  IN  MD.,   N.  VA.,   AND  W,   VA.        IChaf.  XK. 


FOUBTH  DIVinOK. 


Bfi^.  G«n.  £.  EiRBT  SMTTHy  oonunanding. 


Btiffodier^QeMral  EUtqfi  brigade, 

tFirst  Maryland  Infismtry. 
Thiid  Tennessee  Infantry. 
Thirteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Sixteenth  Virginia  Infantry. 
iAt 


Baltimore  Light  Artillery  (Maryland). 

Brigadkr'QeMerdl  Ihglcf^i  brigade. 


Brigadier-QeMral  IHmhUft  hrigade. 

Fifteenth  Alahama  Infiuitry. 
Twenty-first  Georgia  Infantry. 
Sixteenth  MisHlssippi  In&nt^. 
Twenty-first  North  Carolina  Inftotiy. 
Courtney's  artillery  (Viiginia). 


Sixth  Louisiana  Infantry. 
Seventh  Louisiana  Infantry. 
Eighth  Louisiana  Infantry. 


Ninth  Louisiana  Influitry. 

First  Louisiana  Battalion  Infieuitiy. 

Bowyer's  artillery  (Virginia), 


FOBCB8  NEAB  DUMFRIES. 


Brigadler-Gtonecal  WBXTnro,  oommanding. 


brigade. 


Fourth  Alabama  Infantry. 
Second  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Eleventh  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Sixth  North  Carolina  Infant^. 
First  Tennessee  Infantry. 
Staunton  Artillery  (Virginia). 

CoUmeU  Hamptow?e  brigade. 

Fourteenth  (Georgia  Infantry. 
Nineteenth  Georgia  Infantry. 
Sixteenth  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
Hampton's  Legion  (South  Carolina). 


Brigadier-Geaeral  WigfdWe  brigade. 

Fifth  Alabama  Battalion  Infantry. 
Eighteenth  Qemgia  Infantry. 
First  Texas  InfSuitry. 
Fourth  Texas  Infantry. 
Fifth  Texas  Infbntry. 


DtflaoftsMAt. 

BeiUy's  artillery  (North  Carolina). 
Riyes'  battery  (South  Carolina). 
Shannon's  cavalry  (South  Carolina). 
Thornton's  cavalry  (Virginia). 


FORCES  AT  LEESBURO. 


Brigadier-General  Hill,  commanding. 


Brigadier-Oeiteral  Griffiik^i  brigade. 

Thirteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Seventeenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Eighteenth  Mississippi  Infantry. 
Twenty-first  Mississippi  Infantoy. 


Second  Virnnia  Cavalry  ^four  companies). 
Biohmond  Howitzers  (Virginia). 


GARRISON  AT  MANASSAS. 


Colonel  Anderson,  commanding. 


Twenty-seventh  Geor^  Infantry. 
Twenty-eighth  Georgia  Infantry. 
Fourth  North  Carolina  Infantry. 


Forty-ninth  Virginia  Influitry. 
Heavy  Artillery  Battalion. 


CAVALRY  BRIGADE. 


Brigadier-General  Stuart,  commanding. 


First  North  Carolina  Cavalry. 
First  Virfj^nia  Cavalry. 
Second  Virginia  Cavalry. 


Fourth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Sixth  Virginia  Cavalry. 
Jeff.  Davu  Legion.* 


*  Composed  of  two  companies  from  Alabama,  one  from  Georgia,  and  thvee  fkom 
Mississippi. 
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BESBBYE  ABTILLXRT. 


Colonel  Prndlbton,  oommandiiig. 


AsblaDd  Artillonr  (Virginia). 
Cocke'tf  battery  ( Vir«;inia). 
Coleman's  battery  (Virginia). 
Catts'  bitttery  (Georgia). 
Donee's  battery  (Virginia). 


Hamilton's  battery  (Georgia). 
Holman's  battery  (Virginia). 
Kirkpatrick*s  battery  (Virginia). 
Lane's  battery  (Gtoorgia). 


Major  WalUnCi  oommamd. 


Wasbington   Light  Artillery  Battalion, 
Louisiana. 


Saint  Paul's  Foot  Bifles,  Louisiana. 


AQUIA  DISTRICT. 

MiJ.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holxes,  commanding. 

Brigai^er^Crtmeral  Dreiuih*i  Mffode, 


Second  Arkansas  Battalion  Infantry. 
Thirty-fifth  Geoma  Infantry. 
Twenty-second  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
Second  TennessMO  Infantry. 
Forty-seyenth  Virginia  Infantry. 


Braxton's  artillery  (Virginia). 
Maryland  Flying  Artillery. 
Caroline  Light  I^rogoons  (Vir^^nio). 
StalTord  Bangers,  oayalryi  (Virginia). 


Major-Genera]  Holmes  has  not  given  the  brigade  organizations  of  his  other  regi- 
ments.* 

VALLEY  DISTRICT. 

M^].  Cren.  T.  J.  Jackson,  commanding. 

BrigadkT'GeHerdl  Chametfi  Mgade. 


Second  Virginia  Infantry. 
Fourth  Virginia  Infantry. 
Fifth  Virginia  Infantry. 


Twenty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry. 
Thirty-third  Virginia  Infantry. 
McLaughlin's  artillery  (Virginia). 


Colonel  Ashby's  caTalry  (Virginia). 

I  have  no  report  of  the  remaining  troops  of  the  Valley  District.    Have  no  official 
information,  but  believe  there  are  ten  regiments,  under  Brigadier-General  Loring. 

J,  £.  JOHNSTON. 

[Addenda.] 

AQUIA  DISTRICT. 

Mt^.  Qen.  T.  H.  Holmbs,  commanding. 

Second  brigade. 
Brig.  Qen.  John  G.  Walksb. 

First  Arkansas  Regiment,  batteries  about  Aquia  and  Potomac  Crbeks. 

First  Regiment  North  Carolina  State  troops,  Brooke's  Station. 

Second  Regiment  North  Carolina  State  troops,  batteries  about  Aquia  and  Potomac 

Creelcs. 
Third  Regiment  North  Carolina  State  troops,  batteries  about  Aquia  and  Potomac 

Creelu. 
Tlurtieth  Virginia  Regiment,  Fredericluburg. 
Cooke's  battery,  Brooke's  Station. 
Walker's  batteiy,  batteries  about  Aquia  and  Potomac  Creeks. 


*  See  Addenda. 
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Not  brigaded. 

Fortieth  Virginia  Regiment,  Noithem  Neck. 

Lewis'  company  of  cavalry,  Northern  Neck. 

TayWs  com]|)any  of  cavalry,  Northern  Neck. 

Two  companies  of  local  vomnteers,  Northern  Neck. 

Fifty-fifth  Virginia  Regiment,  near  Tappahannock,  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Lowxy. 

Essex  Cavalry,  near  Tappahannock,  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Lowry. 


Headquarters, 
Evansporty  January  14,  1862. 
Oeneral  S.  Cooper^ 

Adjutant  avid  Inspector  Qeneral^  Richmondy  Va. : 

General:  On  the  morning  of  the  12tli  instant,  between  the  hoars  of 
4  and  5  c^clock,  a  vessel  was  discovered  floating  down  under  cover  of  the 
darkness  of  the  night.  She  was  then  a  little  above  the  battery  known 
as  No.  1.  The  sentinel  reported  it  to  the  corporal  of  the  gaai-d  in  the 
battery.  He  waited  to  see  her,  and  then  went  to  summon  the  goard  for 
the  guns  always  in  the  battery,  but  before  they  manned  the  guns  she 
was  so  far  past  the  battery  that  all  the  guns  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear  on  her.  From  two  guns,  the  new  guns,  and  battery  No.  2,  a  fire 
was  opened,  and  it  is  certain  she  was  struck  several  times.  After  she 
was  discovered  here  a  shot  was  flred  from  Cockpit.  Had  that  battery 
seen  her  pass  it  and  flred  sooner,  our  men  could  have  been  at  their  guns 
in  time;  or  had  the  corporal  'at  once  summoned  the  crews  many  more 
shots  could  have  been  flred. 

The  men  were  slow  in  getting  to  the  guns  until  the  first  gun  opened. 
As  soon  as  fired  at  she  put  on  all  steam  and,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
tug,  passed  rapidly  down.  Every  precaution  was  taken  by  me  and  by 
Captain  Chatard,  C.  S.  Navy. 

At  9  p.  m.  I  saw  a  light  in  an  unusual  place,  and  sent  a  courier  down 
to  the  battery  to  report  to  Captain  Peatross  to  observe  unusual  vigilance 
and  have  everything  ready  in  case  the  Pensacola  should  attempt  to  run 
past.  These  instructions  were  given^  and  the  men  ia  some  of  the  com- 
panies removed  none  of  then*  clothing;  these  instructions  were  also 
given  to  the  officer  of  the  day,  the  officer  of  the  guard,  and  the  guard 
in  the  battery. 

Again  I  directed  the  officer  of  the  guard  of  the  infantry  force  which 
guards  the  river  at  night  and  which  acts  as  a  supporting  force  against 
surprise  to  instruct  the  pickets,  in  case  of  anything  being  seen  on  the 
river,  to  first  warn  the  batteries  and  then  their  main  guard.  This  duty 
they  performed.  Between  11  and  12  o'clock  at  night  Captain  CoUius 
and  I  went  with  our  glasses  and  made  a  long  and  careful  survey  of  the 
river  up  and  down,  but  could  discern  nothing.  But  notwithstanding  my 
taking  all  these  precautions,  the  vessel  was  not  discovered  until  nearly 
abreast  of  Battery  No.  1.  She  passed  Cockpit  undisturbed,  and  1  pre- 
sume unobserved,  and  whether  the  darkness  did  completely  conceal  her 
until  the  moment  she  was  reported  I  cannot  tell.  One  thing  is  oertaiu, 
the  corporal  should  not  have  waited  to  see  her  before  he  summoned 
the  men.  I  mention  all  this,  because  I  am  v^ery  much  dissatisfied  that, 
with  the  unusual  precautions  for  the  night,  the  men  were  not  more 
prompt,  and  that  she  escaped  many  shots  that  should  have  been  fire<l 
at  her.  It  was  the  third  time  the  men  had  to  man  the  guns  during  the 
night,  but  that  is  not  uncommon. 

As  reganls  the  blockade  of  the  river,  not  a  sail  has  passed  for  weeks. 
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The  river  would  be  lifeless  and  desolate  except  for  the  eight  or  ten 
steamers  always  in  sight  above  and  below. 

The  plan  of  the  Pensaoola  seems  to  have  been,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  tng,  to  float  silently  in  the  darkness  by  the  batteries.    She  did  not 
retom  a  shot    I  presume  she  left  Alexandria  and  came  directly  down. 
Very  respeotfaUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 
Brigadier- Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Heabquabtebs  Valley  Disthiot, 
Bloomery  Oap^  Hampshire  County y  Virginia^  January  14, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Snt :  Through  the  blessing  of  God  I  regard  this  district  as  essentially 
in  our  possession.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  there  are  medical  and 
other  stores  in  Cumberland,  which  would,  if  in  our  possession,  be  of  great 
value  to  our  Government.  If  you  desire  them  to  be  secured,  in  addition 
to  other  advantages  resulting  from  the  occupation  of  Cumberland  and 
the  dispersion  or  capture  of  their  army  near  there,  please  send  me  at  once 
4,000  infantry  and  350  cavalry.  An  engineer  officer  is  much  needed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Generalj  P.  A.  C  &,  Cotnmanding. 


Heabquabtebs  Fibst  Cobps,  Abmy  op  the  Potomac, 

Kear  Centrevillej  January  14, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  C.  8.  Forces,  Leeshurg,  Va, : 

Genebal:  Under  the  supposition  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Federal  General  Banks'  forces  have  been  diverted  either  to  Hancock  or 
elsewhere,  and  that  circumstances  may  favor  a  sudden  effective  blow  at 
your  immediate  adversary,  General  Stone,  some  clear  night,  when  the 
passage  of  the  river  on  the  ice  shall  seem  to  you  practicable  and  safe,  I 
am  instructed  to  advise  you  that  such  are  the  wishes  of  the  general 
conmianding  this  army  corps,  sanctioned  by  the  general  commanding 
the  department. 

But  preliminary  to  so  grave  and  important  an  operation  I  am  directed 
to  say  it  is  essential  that  the  utmost  secrecy  and  circumspection  should 
be  observed  in  all  your  preparations.  Several  reliable  and  trustworthy 
guides  must  be  secured,  and  in  the  mean  time  no  means  should  be  spared 
to  acquire  exact  information  of  the  position  of  General  Stone^s  forces, 
his  strength,  and  whether  or  not  his  supports  have  actually  been  dimin- 
ished by  diversions  such  as  is  suspected,  whether  towards  Washington 
or  Hancock.  'Sot  should  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  and 
strength  of  the  ice,  including  its  durability  for  the  time  needful  for  such 
an  expedition. 

In  the  conduct  of  such  an  expedition  the  general  has  all  confidence  in 
your  discretion  and  military  abUity,  but  desires  me  to  suggest  that  you 
should  provide  colored  lights — ^lanterns— for  signals  of  recognition.  This 
can  be  made,  you  know,  with  flannel  wrappings. 

Your  forces  should  be  kept  well  in  hand  and  close  together ;  thoroughly 
informed,  once  across  the  river,  of  the  aims  of  the  exp^tion.    Your  men 
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should  be  inspired  with  a  determination  to  succeed  and  to  denerve  sac- 
cess  by  coolness  and  precaution  against  the  casualty  of  mistaking  and 
slaying  friends  for  enemies.  It  may  be  judicious  to  make  a  slight  detour 
to  take  the  enemy  in  reverse,  and  your  point  of  reorossing  must  be  well 
guarded  and  covered  by  your  artillery. 

The  ice  should  be  littered  with  straw,  sand,  or  ashes  by  a  pioneer 
party.  Finally,  ice  two  inches  thick  will  bear  infantry  in  open  order. 
The  utmost  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  crowding,  especially  on  the 
return. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Aasiatant  Aifjutani  OeneraL 


Headquabtebs  FntsT  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Oentrevilley  Fa.,  January  16, 1862. 

Brig.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding  at  Leesburgy  Vd. : 

Genebai.:  Your  lett^  of  the  15th  instant  has  just  been  received. 
The  movement  you  were  ordered  to  make  against  General  Stone's  forces 
is  based  upon  the  supposition  that  they  are  not  too  strong  in  numbers 
and  position  to  be  attacked  by  you  with  all  the  probabilities  of  success, 
and  that  they  cannot  be  supported  in  time  by  Gi^neral  Banks.  Moreover, 
it  should  be  on  your  part  a  surprise,  and  not  a  regular  attack.  We  should 
by  all  means  avoid  undertaking  any  aggressive  movement  not  likely  to 
meet  with  entire  success. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

Oeneralj  Cammandingn 


Headquabtebs  Valley  Distbict, 

Bomnejfy  Fa.,  January  16, 1862. 
M%j.  Thomas  G.  Bhett, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneraly  Hdqrs.  Dept  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Majob  :  In  consequence  of  the  weather  and  bad  condition  of  the  roads 
none  of  General  Loring's  command  has  yet  arrived  here,  though  last 
night  the  head  of  the  column  encamped  only  8  miles  distant.  Gamett^s 
brigade  arrived  yesterday.  At  last  accounts  the  enemy  were  crossing 
the  Potomac  into  Maryland  on  the  railroad  bridge  below  Cumberland 
Their  force  in  and  about  Cumberland  is  from  last  information  about 
11,000;  at  Hancock,  2,000;  at  Hagerstown,  2,000;  at  Fredericktown, 
8,000.  I  have  not  succeeded  in  obtaining  definite  information  as  to  the 
number  in  Williamsport 

Unless  otherwise  directed,  I  will  proceed  to  construct  winter  quarters, 
and  will  station  General  Loring's  troops  and  General  Bogg^  mOitia 
brigade  in  the  South  Branch  Valley;  General  Gamett's  brigade  at  Win- 
chester;  General  Carson's  brigade  at  Bath,  and  GenersJ  Meem's  brigade 
at  Martinsbnrg.  The  cavalry  will  be  distributed  along  the  northern 
fix>ntier  at  various  points. 

I  am,  m%jor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneraly  P.  A.  0.  /?.,  Commanding. 
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Headquarters  Departhent  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Centrevilley  January  16, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  urge  the  importance  of  filliog,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble,  the  gindes  of  m^jor  and  brigadier  general  now  existing  in  this  army. 
The  necessity  of  filling  these  offices  is  increasing  by  the  absence  of  three 
brigadier-generals,  two  of  whom  are  members  of  Congress;  the  other  is 
sick. 

I  have  twice  asked,  by  telegraph,  for  an  officer  of  ability  to  snoceed 
General  Whiting,  but  have  received  no  reply.  That  command  is  an 
important  one,  and  should  be  exercised  by  one  of  onr  best  officers  ]  bat 
those  at  my  disposal  who  are  competent  to  it  are  indispensable  in  their 
present  positions. 

Most  respectfolly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraJ. 


Lessburg,  Ya.,  January  17, 1862. 

General  O.  T.  Beauregard, 

Commanding  First  Corps j  Army  of  the  Potomac: 

General:  A  negro  has  been  captured  by  our  scouts,  who  reports 
that  the  enemy  has  a  large  force  concentrated  behind  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  that  they  are  talking  of  crossing  there.  I  can  perceive  no  diminu- 
tion of  Stone's  force.  He  has  at  least  1,700  men  on  post  every  moment 
firom  Point  of  Bocks  to  Edwards  Ferry,  or  5,100  on  sentry  duty.  Col- 
onel Badford  thinks  this  a  low  estimate;  I  have  never  in  my  life  seen 
sach  a  chain  of  sentinels.  They  are  evidently  very  solicitous  about  the 
canaL  Stone  has  not  annoyed  me  at  the  fortifications  since  I  threat* 
ened  to  fire  at  the  barges  if  ho  fired  any  more  at  my  forts.  I  forgot  to 
mention  that  the  captive  negro  says  tiliat  some  of  the  generals  from 
Washington  had  been  up  to  examine  the  position  at  Harj^s  Ferry. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Aquia  District, 

BrooJc^B  Station^  January  17, 1862. 

General  Joseph  £•  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Mt  Dear  General  :  Your  favor  of  yesterday  is  received,  and  caused 
me  to  resume  my  thioking-cap,  which  was  momentarily  removed  when  the 
incubus  (Bnmside's  expedition)  sailed.  I  do  not  see  how  I  can  change 
the  position  of  my  regiments  to  advantage ;  they  are  in  supporting  dis- 
tance, and  ready  for  action  in  any  direction,  and  it  glads  my  heajt  to 
say  they  are  in  excellent  condition  and  spirits,  except  the  Fourteenth 
Alabama,  at  Evansport,  which  has  suffered  gieatly  with  measles  and 
its  concomitants.  If  General  McGlellan  advances,  it  will  certainly  be 
irrespective  of  our  batteries ;  and  if  he  cannot  turn  the  position  at  Cen- 
treville  by  crossing  the  Occoquan  he  must  meet  that  part  of  your  com- 
mand  squarely,  and  I  do  not  doubt  you  will  destroy  him.  If,  however, 
you  wish  any  co-operation  from  my  command,  I  can  be  with  you  at  veiy 
short  notice,  for  we  can  march  almost  at  a  moment's  notice. 

The  two  regiments  referred  to  as  bdng  out  of  position  between  Evans- 
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port  aod  Aqiiia  are  part  of  the  Evansport  oommand,  not  more  than  2 
or  3  miles  from  the  batteries,  and  General  French  can  move  them  to  the 
batteries  at  his  discretion. 

I  am,  general,  yours,  very  faithfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES. 


Headquabtebs  Valley  District, 

Eamneyj  Va,y  January  17, 18G2. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Detriment  ofN'arthern  Virginia : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  16th*  is  at  hand,  and  I  hasten  to  reply 
that  I  have  not  enough  troops  for  the  proper  defense  of  this  district,  as 
from  the  most  reliable  information  that  I  have  recently  received  the 
enemy's  force  in  and  about  Cumberland  is  near  12,000 — in  Hancock 
2,000,  in  Hagerstown  2,000,  and  in  Fredericktown  8,000.  Of  the  force 
in  Williamsport  I  am  not  so  well  informed,  but  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is  larger  than  in  Hancock. 

General  Lorin^s  command  has  not  all  arrived  here  from  Morgan, 
but  so  soon  as  it  does  I  hope  to  be  able  to  leave  him  with  his  command 
to  occupy  the  valley  of  the  South  Branch,  while  Gamett's  brigade  will 
return  to  Winchester  and  near  Gentreville,  should  you  so  direct ;  but 
in  my  opinion  it  should  not  go  farther  than  Winchester,  if  the  enemy 
are  to  be  kept  out  of  this  district.  Since  leaving  Winchester  General 
Loring's  command  has  become  very  much  demoralized. 

I  have  taken  special  pains  to  obtain  information  respecting  General 
Banks,  but  I  have  not  been  informed  of  his  having  gone  east  I  will 
see  what  can  be  effected  through  the  Catholic  priests  in  Martinsbnrg. 

I  am  establishing  lines  of  couriers  through  this  district.  From  Win- 
chester I  can  send  dispatches  to  Leesburg  in  three  hours.  I  have 
thought  that  if  you  had  a  line  of  couriers  l^tween  Leesburg  and  Ma- 
nassas no  additional  one  for  carrying  dispatches  between  Manassas  and 
Winchester  would  be  necessary :  but  should  you  desire  an  additional 
line,  please  indicate  the  route  and  I  will  have  it  established  immediately. 
I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Majar-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

War  Dbpabtment,  C.  S.  A., 

Bichmondj  Va.j  Jannary  18, 1862. 

General  D.  H.  Hill,  Leesburgj  Ya. : 

Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  13  I  can  only  promise  to  send 
you  an  unarmed  regiment,  if  you  desire  it;  but  we  have  no  armed  re- 
enforcements  or  arms  to  spare. 
Bespectfully, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Headquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Nobthebn  Yibginia, 

CentrevilUy  January  18, 18G2. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  A  colonel  of  a  Mississippi  regiment  has  just  informed  me  that 
you  had  referred  him  to  me  for  information  in  relation  to  the  recent  act 

*  Not  found. 
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of  Congress  granting  boanties  and  forloaghs  to  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  privates  of  the  Provisional  Army.  I  have  received  no  order 
from  the  War  Department  directly  on  this  sabject  A  copy  of  General 
Orders,  Ko.  1  [of  1st  instant],  transmitted  to  General  Beauregard,  has, 
however,  been  laid  before  me. 

The  terms  both  of  the  law  and  of  the  order  in  question  leave  my 
mind  in  doubt  as  to  the  time  at  which  any  person  rc-enlistiug  has  the 
right  to  expect  a  furlough ;  whether  it  must  necessarily  be  granted  out 
of  his  present  term  of  service  for  twelve  months,  or  if  it  be  competent 
80  to  distribute  the  furloughs  as  to  put  off  some  of  the  men  until  their 
new  term  shall  have  begun.  As  the  law  directs  '*  said  furloughs  to  be 
issued  at  such  times  and  in  such  numbers  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may 
deem  compatible  with  the  public  interests,"  I  find  myself  compelled  to 
request  further  instructions  on  this  point. 

In  case  it  be  determined  that  these  furloughs  are  to  be  granted 
during  the  first  period  of  a  volunteer's  service,  I  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit for  the  consideration  of  the  Department  the  impracticability  of 
granting  them  within  the  time  specified  in  such  numbers  as  will  induce 
any  considerable  re-enlistments  among  the  twelve-months'  regiments  in 
this  command,  for  tiie  army  here  is  composed  in  large  part  of  such 
regiments,  and  inasmuch  as  the  terms  of  service  of  nearly  all  of  them 
expire  at  no  distant  day,  it  would  be  necessary  to  grant  furloughs  in 
very  great  numbers  during  the  next  few  months,  in  order  to  obtain 
many  re-enlistmeiits  for  the  two  years  following.  To  grant  them  in 
such  numbers  I  deem  incompatible  with  the  safety  of  this  command. 

The  men  here  now  are  as  few  as  we  can  safely  meet  the  enemy  with ; 
yet  there  is  no  saying  how  soon  he  may  attack  us.  We  know  that  he 
was  not  in  sufficient  force  to  meet  General  Jackson  at  Eomney,  and 
obvioasly  he  meditates  no  offensive  operations  in  that  quarter.  Gen- 
eral Hill  writes  from  Leesburg  that  the  enemy  has  ceased  to  annoy  his 
working  parties  with  his  artillery,  and  that  his  pickets  had  reported 
large  quantities  of  baggage  to  be  moving  towards  Washington.  There 
is  a  rumor  that  General  Banks  is  marching  to  the  same  point,  whether 
true  or  false  we  do  not  know ;  but  we  do  know  that  McGlellan  has  not 
put  his  army  into  winter  quarters.  General  Jackson  informs  me  that 
a  deserter,  a  very  intelligent  man,  reporte  that  the  troops  had  been 
ordered  from  Cincinnati  to  the  east,  supposed  to  Washington,  all  which 
facts  forbid  any  relaxation  of  vigilance  on  our  part,  and  warn  us  against 
any  diminution  of  this  command.  If  it  should,  on  the  other  hand,  be 
decided  that  furloughs  may  be  granted  after  as  weU  as  before  the  expi- 
ration of  the  first  year's  service,  the  principal  difficulty  still  recurs,  and 
must  continue  to  recur  as  long  as  this  army  shall  continue  of  its  present 
size  and  be  confronted  by  the  forces  to  which  we  are  now  opposed.  As 
long  as  the  existing  condition  of  affairs  continues  it  will  be  unsafe  to 
allow  any  large  number  of  men  to  leave  here ;  and  without  sustaining 
such  a  loss  I  do  not  see  how  the  object  of  the  law  can  be  accomplished. 

In  order  to  remove  these  dpubts  and  difficulties,  by  "^hich  we  must 
otherwise  be  greatiy  embarrassed,  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
referring  to  you  for  instructions  as  to  the  government  of  my  conduct. 
The  law  requires  me  to  be  guided  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  not  only  as 
to  the  ^^time"  of  granting  furloughs,  but  also  as  to  tiie  number  of  them 
to  be  granted. 

Most  resi>ectful]y,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneroL 


1038  OPERATIONS  m  MD.,    N.  YA.,   AND  W.  YA.        (Gbat.  XIT. 

Centbeyille,  January  18, 1862. 

[The  following]  respectfally  transmitted  for  the  information  of  the 
War  Department,  by  instructions  fi:om  General  Beauregard. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Decembeb  28, 1861. 

Dear  General:  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  giving  yon  some  informa- 
tion additional  to  that  contained  in  my  dispatch  the  day  before.  I 
omitted  to  say  yesterday  that  I  inclosed  a  dispatch  from  oar  friend 
Mrs.  Greenhow,  which  I  hope  reached  you  to  day.  I  also  inclosed  oDe 
fh)m  our  friend  in  B.  To-day  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  say  that  Kellej 
is  to  advance  on  Winchester.  Stone  and  Banks  are  to  cross  and  go  to 
Leesburg.  Bumside's  fleet  is  to  engage  the  batteries  on  the  Potomac, 
and  McClellan  &  Co.  will  move  on  Gentreville  and  Manassas.  This 
move  will  be  made  next  week.  This  information  comes  firom  one  of 
McGlellan's  aides,  and  from  Fox,  of  the  Navy  Department.  As  I  re- 
marked yesterday,  be  prepared  for  them  on  every  hand  and  at  every 
moment.  Mason  and  Slidell  have  been  given  up,  and  the  Hall  cliqae 
are  furious.  Look  out  for  a  smash-up.  I  send  you  the  papers  contain- 
ing Seward's  letter,  &c. 

Now,  my  dear  general,  look  out  for  a  large  army,  and  tell  your  men 
(God  bless  them!)  to  cut  and  slay  until  the  last  man  is  destroyed.  Do 
not  allow  one  to  come  back  to  tell  the  sad  tale.  No  living  man  ever 
made  such  a  desperate  effort  as  McClellan  will  make.  Nevertheless  I 
believe  he  is  a  coward,  and  is  afraid  to  meet  you.  If  some  excuse  is 
not  hatched  up  you  may  certainly  exx)ect  an  attack  next  week.  My 
God!  general,  give  them  the  most  awful  whipping  that  any  army  ever 
received.  McGlellan's  army  will  certainly  number  180,000  or  185,000 
men — perhaps  more.  Let  our  next  greeting  be  in  Washington.  Yon 
shall  have  a  warm  reception.    I  write  in  some  haste. 

From  Mrs,  Oreenhow, 

Deoehbeb  26. 

In  a  day  or  two  1,200  cavalry,  supported  by  four  batteries  of  artilleiy, 
will  cross  the  river  above  to  get  behind  Manassas  and  cut  off  railroad 
and  other  communications  with  our  army  whilst  an  attack  is  made  in 
front.  For  God's  sake  heed  this.  It  is  xK>sitive.  They  are  obliged  to 
move  or  give  up.  They  find  me  a  hard  bargain,  and  I  shall  be,  I  think, 
released  in  a  few  days,  without  condition,  but  to  go  South.  A  confiden- 
tial member  of  McGlellan's  staff  came  to  see  me  and  tell  me  that  my  case 
should  form  an  exception,  and  I  only  want  to  gain  time.  All  my  plans 
are  nearly  completed. 

Special  Obbgbs,  )  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Offiob, 

No.  22.  f  Aichmondj  January  18^  1862. 

•  •••••• 

XXI.  Brig.  Gen.  H.  Heth,  Provisional  Army,  will  immediately  pro- 
ceed to  Lewisburg,  Ya.,  and  assume  command  of  all  the  troops  in  tiiat 

district. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 
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Headquabtebs  Valley  Distbiot, 

Eamneyj  January  20, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Seeretary  of  War : 

Sib:  Though  the  enemy  have  retreated  to  the  Potomac,  yet  they 
continue  in  possession  of  the  frontier  of  this  district  from  7  miles  below 
Cumberland  to  the  Alleghany.  On  the  1st  of  this  month  there  was  not 
a  single  loyal  citizen  of  Morgan  County  who  in  my  opinion  could  with 
safely  remain  at  home,  and  the  same  may  be  said  respecting  the  most 
valuable  portion  of  Hampshire  County.  A  kind  Providence  has  re- 
stored to  us  the  entire  county  of  Morgan  and  nearly  the  entire  county 
of  Hampshire,  but  so  long  as  the  enemy  hold  xK)Ssession  of  the  railroad 
bridge  5  miles  below  Cumberland  and  the  two  railroad  bridges  above 
Cumberland  they  can  make  dangerous  inroads  upon  us. 

On  last  Friday  night  I  designed  moving  rapidly  with  my  old  brigade 
and  one  of  General  Loring's,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  one  of  the 
railroad  bridges  across  the  Korth  Branch  of  the  Potomac  west  of  Cum- 
berland and  thus  cut  off  their  supplies  from  the  west,  and  consequently 
force  them  to  reduce  their  army  in  front  of  me;  but  as  General  Loring's 
leading  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Taliaferro,  was  not  in  a  condi- 
tion to  move,  the  enterprise  had  to  be  abandoned.  Since  leaving  Win- 
chester, on  the  1st  instant,  the  troops  have  suffered  gr^tly,  and  Gen- 
eral Loring  has  not  a  single  brigade  in  a  condition  for  active  operations, 
though  in  a  few  days  I  expect  they  will  be  much  improved,  and  will,  if 
placed  in  winter  quarters,  be  able  to  hold  this  important  i>ortion  of  the 
valley,  but  these  quarters  should  be  well  selected  and  the  positions 
strengthened^  and  hence  the  great  importance  of  having  a  good  engineer 
officer.  It  will  not  do  for  me  to  remain  here  much  longer,  lest  General 
Banks  should  cross  the  Potomac.  Consequently  in  a  few  days  I  expect 
to  leave  this  place,  taking  with  me  Garnett's  brigade.  I  have  written 
to  General  Johnston  that^  unless  otherwise  directed,  General  Loring's 
command  will  go  into  winter  quarters  in  the  South  Branch  Valley, 
General  Carson's  at  Bath,  General  Meem's  at  Martinsburg^  and  Gar- 
nett's at  Winchester.  The  cavalry  will  be  distributed  at  vanous  points 
along  the  northern  fh>ntier.  General  Boggs'  brigade,  which  principally 
belongs  to  Uie  South  Branch  Valley,  will  l^  distributed  over  the  section 
of  country  to  which  it  belongs. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  the  troops  should  go  into  winter  quarters  as 
soon  as  possible,  so  I  trust  that  you  will  send  me  the  best  engineer  offi- 
cer you  can,  though  it  be  for  only  ten  days. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneralj  P.  A.  (7.  8. j.  Commanding. 


Headqtjabtebs  Valley  Distbiot, 

Eomnqfj  Va,y  January  21, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant*  has  just  been  received, 
and  I  hasten  to  reply  that  my  headquarters  will  continue  to  be  in  Win- 
chester, and  I  am  putting  General  Loring's  three  brigades  into  winter 
quarters  near  here.    General  Gamett/s  brigade  is  to  be  stationed  at 

*  Not  found. 
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Winchester,  General  Carson's  at  Bath,  General  Meem's  at  Martmsbnig, 
and  General  Boggs'  at  varlons  points  in  and  near  the  South  Brandi 
Valley.  Possibly  1  may  be  able  to  station  them  all  in  the  South  Branch 
Valley,  but  this  mast  depend  npon  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  The 
cavalry  will  be  distribated  along  the  frontier.  I  hope  to  be  in  Winches- 
ter this  week,  and  will  at  once  establish  a  line  of  couriers  on  any  route 
you  may  indicate.  The  enemy  are  still  in  force  on  this  side  of  the  Poto- 
mac 7  miles  below  Cumberland  and  20  miles  from  here. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-  QenerdL 

Abairaet  from  field  retumj  Januarg  22, 1862,  of  ike  Fint  Corpe,  Arwf  of  ike  JVImmc^ 

commanded  bjf  General  Beauregardy  near  Cenireville,  Va. 
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60 
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18 
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m 
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18,300 

23,440 

24,882 

20,523 

31.3S6 

Headquabtebs  Fibst  Cobps,  Abmy  of  the  Potomac, 

CentreviUej  Va.j  January  23, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  at  iJeeaburgj  Va. : 

Genbh  AL :  Yoor  letter  of  yesterday  *  has  been  received.  I  incline  to 
the  opinion  that  the  troops  referred  to  by  yon  come,  not  from  Washing- 
ton, but  from  Banks,  at  Frederick,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the 
damages  to  the  raikoad  at  and  about  Harpers  Ferry,  and  then  advanc- 
ing on  Winchester,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  General  Jackson  finom 
that  place,  which  is  his  true  base  of  operations;  but  I  hope  he  will  yet 
have  time  to  reach  it  before  the  enemy  gets  there.  Greneral  Johnston 
coincides  with  me  in  these  views.  It  would  be  well,  however,  to  keep 
yourself  and  ourselves  well  advised  of  the  enemy's  movements  in  that 
direction.  I  send  you  herewith  inclosed  a  telegram  relative  to  the  defeat 
of  Crittenden's  command.  I  hope,  however,  that  the  news  is  exag- 
gerated. 

Besi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  T.  BBAUEEGARD, 

Oeneralj  Commanding. 


BoiMCNEY,  Ya.,  January  23,  1862. 

Hon.  Waltbb  B.  Staples  : 

Mt  Deab  Sib  :  I  write  you  a  few  lines  to  enlist  your  influence  as  a 
public  man  in  behalf  of  tiiat  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  now 

*  Not  found. 
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stationed  at  this  place.  A  portion  of  General  Loring's  command  com- 
prises the  force  here.  This  part  of  the  army,  darinp:  tho  last  summer 
and  fall,  passed  through  a  campaign  in  Korth  western  Virginia,  the  char- 
acter of  which  in  point  of  suffering,  toil,  exposure,  and  deprivations  has 
no  parallel  in  this  war,  aild  scarcely  can  be  equaled  in  any  war.  After 
all  this  hardship  and  exposure,  and  many,  with  much  labor,  had  built 
winter  huts,  a  call  was  made  upon  them  to  march  some  150  miles  to 
Winchester.  This  march  was  made  about  the  1st  of  December,  in  very 
inclement  weather,  but  with  a  cheerfulness  and  alacrity  that  has  seldom 
been  witnessed  under  similar  circumstances.  After  arriving  at  Win- 
chester an  expedition  was  ordered  to  Morgan  County  and  to  this  place. 
This  was  also  cheerfully  undertaken  by  the  men,  as  well  as  the  ofiicers, 
with  the  expectation  on  every  side  that  after  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion was  accomphshed,  this  force,  which  had  passed  through  eight  months 
of  incessant  toil,  would  be  permitted  to  retire  to  some  convenient  point 
and  enjoy  a  short  respite,  preparatory  to  the  spring  campaign,  rendered 
the  more  necessary  by  the  terrible  exposure  since  leaving  Winchester, 
which  has  emaciated  the  force  to  almost  a  skeleton,  compared  to  what  it 
was  on  marching  from  t}iat  place. 

Now  we  are  ordered  to  remain  here  during  the  remainder  of  the  win- 
ter. A  more  unfavorable  spot  could  not  be  selected.  We  are  willing  to 
endure  all  that  men  can  bear  when  our  cause  requires  it;  but  where 
there  is  a  discretion,  tiiat  discretion  should  be  exercised  in  favor  of  men 
who  have  seen  such  hard  and  continued  service.  This  place  is  of  no 
importance  in  a  strategical  point  of  view ;  the  country  around  it  has 
been  exhausted  by  the  enemy,  and  its  proximity  to  the  enemy  and  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  will  wear  us  away  (already  greatly  reduced) 
by  heavy  picket  and  guard  duty.  Besides  this,  there  is  no  suitable 
ground  and  not  sufficient  wood  here  upon  and  oy  which  men  can  be 
made  comfortable.  We  have  not  been  in  as  uncomfortable  a  place  since 
we  entered  the  service. 

By  going  to  Winchester  we  could  be  much  better  situated  and  save  a 
vast  exi)en8e  in  the  transportation  of  supplies ;  or  we  could  go  to  Moore- 
field,  in  Hardy  County,  where  there  is  the  greatest  abundance  of  forage, 
and  where  the  Government  has  a  large  number  of  fat  cattle.  At  the 
latter  point  we  can  effect  every  military  object  that  we  can  effect  here. 
We  all  must  be  impressed  with  the  great  im|)ortanceof  raising  an  army 
for  the  next  summer.  With  the  benefit  of  a  short  furlough  for  the  men, 
I  am  satisfied  that  at  Winchester  I  could  have  enlisted  500  of  my  regi- 
ment for  tho  war.  With  the  present  prospect  before  them,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  could  get  a  single  man.  Still,  if  the  men  could  yet  be  placed 
in  a  position  where  their  spirits  could  be  revived,  many  of  them  would 
re-enlist  for  the  war. 

This  is  a  public  consideration  that  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  All 
of  tho  officers  of  this  army  take  the  same  view  of  the  case  that  I  have 
above  presented,  and  all  are  endeavoring  to  effect  the  same  object  that 
I  am. 

I  will  ask  you,  in  view  of  these  facts,  to  see  tbe  Adjutant-General,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  the  President,  if  necessary,  and  impress  these 
considerations  upon  them,  and  by  doing  so  you  will  perform  a  public 
service  as  well  as  confer  a  favor  upon  a  meritorious  army. 

I  would  say  more,  but  deem  it  unnecessary.    I  have  written  to  Hon. 
Walter  Preston  upon  the  same  subject. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

SAML.  V.  FULKERSON, 
[Colonel  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  Infantry,] 
66  u  B— VOL  V 


1042  OPERATIONS  IK  MD.y   N.  VA.,   AND  W.  VA.        [Cair.  XI?. 

[Inelotim.] 

Headqxta]IT£B8  Foubth  Bbigadb  Nobthwestbbn  Abmt, 

Camp  near  Eamnetfj  January  23,  1862. 

My  Dbab  Staples:  Folkerson  has  ahowti  me  the  letter  he  has 
imtten  yooi  and  asks  me  to  take  it  to  town  to  mail  it  for  him. 

I  take  the  liberty  with  an  old  friend,  which  I  know  yoa  will  pardooy 
to  state  that  every  word  and  every  idea  conveyed  foy  Colonel  F.  in  his 
letter  to  yoa  is  strictly  and  most  nnfortonately  true.  The  best  army  I 
ever  saw  of  its  strength  has  been  destroyed  by  bad  marches  and  bad 
management.  It  is  ridicolons  to  hold  this  place;  it  can  do  no  good,  and 
will  sabject  oar  troops  to  great  annoyance  and  exposed  or  picket  anty, 
which  will  destroy  them.  Not  one  will  re-enlist,  not  one  of  the  whole 
army.  It  will  be  saicidal  in  the  Government  to  keep  this  oommand 
here. 

For  Heaven's  sake  arge  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  or  we  will  not 
[have]  a  man  of  this  army  for  the  spring  campaign. 
Very  traly.  yoor  Mend. 

WM.  B.  TAUAFEBBO, 
Ookmely  Cammamding  Brigade. 


Hbadqtjabtebs, 
LewUlurgj  Va.j  January  23,  1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  qf  War^  O.  8.  A.: 

Sib  :  Having  a  day  or  two  since  obtained  some  information  of  the 
doings  and  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the  Kanawha  Valley,  by  means 
of  some  friends  of  oar  caase  who  have  sacceeded  in  getting  throagh 
their  lines,  I  hasten  to  submit  them  by  the  first  mail  for  your  oona^- 
oration. 

These  men  state  that  the  enemy  are  actively  engaged  in  shipping  im- 
mense qaantities  of  military  stores  to  the  Kanawha  Valley ;  that  at 
Point  Pleasant  they  have  three  large  sheds  nearly  200  yards  long  filled; 
that  at  Charleston  eveiy  store-hoose  and  deserted  bailding  haa  been 
occupied  by  them,  besides  having  erected  numerous  sheds ;  that  at 
Ganley  Bridge  they  have  also  extensive  sheds  filled  with  stores,  and  a 
larse  number  of  new  transportation  wagons  and  pack  mules. 

These  gentlemen  say  all  along  the  Ohio  and  Kanawha  Bivers  the 
utmost  activity  prevails  for  an*  early  and  energetic  campaign.  I  have 
also  ascertained  that  the  enemy  have  erected  a  new  wire  suspension 
bridge  over  the  Gauley  Biver,  which  would  be  completed  by  the  25Ui 
instant. 

This  information  comes  from  men  who  are  intelligent  and  known  to 
be  trustworthy,  and  entirely  devoted  to  the  Southern  cause.  From  them 
I  learn  that  there  are  between  3,000  and  4,000  of  the  enemy  in  the  Ka- 
nawha Valley,  besides  those  stationed  at  Sutton,  Fayetteville,  and 
Baleigh  Court-House. 

This  activity  on  the  part  of  tlie  enemy  bespeaks,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
an  early  movement. 

It  is  a  fact  well  worthy  of  being  borne  in  mind  that  after  a  fireeze  in 
this  country  the  roads  in  a  very  short  time  become  smooth  and  trans- 
portation can  be  had  over  them  very  successfully.  From  these  &cts  I 
would  respectfully  submit  to  the  Department  the  propriety  of  immedi- 
ately establishing  depots  at  Jackson's  Biver,  White  §ulphur  Springs, 
and  at  Peterstown,  or  some  other  suitable  point  in  that  section.    If  it  is 
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the  intention  of  the  Government  to  make  an  early  spring  campcdgn  in 
Western  Virginia,  the  operations  cannot  be  carried  into  ^ect  too  soon. 
The  mild  open  winter  is  inviting,  and  I  am  fearftd  that  unless  something 
is  not  speedily  done  the  enemy  will  be  able  to  anticipate  ns  in  making  the 
first  move,  which  I  think  will  be  very  nnfortanate  in  a  country  like  this. 
There  is  anotiier  matter  that  I  wish  to  bring  to  yoor  consideration. 
It  is  this:  That  while  the  enemy  have  a  regular  chain  of  posts  and 
scouts  from  the  Maryland  to  the  Kentucky  line  (which  it  is  almost  im- 
X>os6ible  for  our  friends  to  get  through),  we  have  but  a  very  few  troops 
stationed  at  two  or  three  points,  with  littie  or  no  cavalry.  By  this  means 
the  enemy  have  a  great  advantage  over  us,  as  it  enables  them  to  inter- 
cept nearly  all  our  spies  and  cut  off  all  information  of  their  doings  and 
flood  our  whole  Confederacy  with  theirs.  In  fact,  I  think  that  it  has 
been  through  this  source  that  they  have  derived  the  most  of  their  infor- 
mation of  tiie  transactions  of  our  Gk>vemment  In  my  opinion  the  in- 
terest of  the  service  requires  that  we  should  have  a  similar  chain  of 
posts  and  scouts  to  enable  us  to  intercept  M  persons  going  out. 
I  am,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  BEYI^OLDS, 
Colonel^  Commanding. 


BiCHMOND,  January  24, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  CentrevUle: 

The  President  directo  that  you  send  here  as  promptiy  as  iK>ssible 
6,000  stands  of  arms  out  of  the  number  reported  by  Gi>neral  Gooper  as 
not  being  now  in  use  in  your  army.    This  is  very  urgent 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretaryof  War. 


Headquabtebs  Yaxley  Distbict, 

Wineliestery  January  24, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sm:  I  returned  to  tiiis  place  yesterday,  still  leaving  the  enemy  in 
IK>ssession  of  our  frontier  from  Patterson's  Greek  Dei>ot  westward; 
our  oi)erations  against  the  Federal  forces  were  pressed  as  far  as  in  my 
opinion  circumstances  would  justify. 

The  imi>ortant  valley  of  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac  is,  with  but 
a  slight  exception,  in  our  possession,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that  we 
should  continue  to  hold  it;  but  as  the  enemy  are  in  force  7  miles  below 
Cumberland  and  also  are  at  New  Creek,  the  former  being  20  miles  and 
the  latter  18  from  Bomney,  I  am  apprehensive  that  an  attempt  may  be 
made  to  surprise  General  Loring's  command  at  fiomney ;  and  to  prevent 
this,  I  trust  that  you  will,  if  practicable,  send  me  300  cavalry,  to  be  sta- 
tioned near  Bomney.  An  abundance  of  com  can  be  procured  at  50  cents 
I>er  bushel,  whereas  in  this  county  it  cannot  be  had  for  less  than  about  80 
cents  per  bushel,  and  east  of  the  Blue  Bidge  it  is  probably  still  dearer.  I 
mention  this  comparative  cost  of  forage  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
bow  economically  cavalry  might  be  supported  in  Hampshire  County. 
With  a  proper  mounted  force  the  enemy  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  deterred 
from  advancing  so  near  Ceneral  Loring's  position  as  to  attempt  a  sur- 
prise. 

My  command  is  going  into  winter  quarters  as  rapidly  as  practicable. 
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I  have  given  orders  for  constnicting  a  telegraphic  line  from  Win- 
chester to  Eonmey,  in  order  that  I  may  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
receive  intelligence  of  an  advance  on  Romney. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneraly  P.  A,  C.  8. 


WiNCHESTEB,  Ya.,  Janwxry  24, 1S62. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Bt^artment  of  Northern  Virginia: 

Genebai.  :  I  arrived  here  yesterday  evening  from  Bomney,  where  I 
left  General  Loring,  with  about  4,000  infantry,  three  companies  of  cav- 
alry, and  thirteen  pieces  of  field  artillery.  General  Gamett's  brigade 
is  en  route  for  this  place. 

To-day  I  received  both  your  letters  respecting  the  movements  of  the 
enemy  towards  Harper's  Ferry.*  The  object  may  be  to  cross  at  that 
point,  but  I  am  apprehensive  that  these  forces  are  moving  higher  up. 
I  fear  that  the  enemy  is  determined  to  rebuild  the  railroad  from  Han- 
cock westward,  and  I  am  not  in  a  condition  to  prevent  it,  as  the  troops 
of  this  district  will  do  well  if  they  bnt  hold  their  positions  during  the 
reorganization.  The  great  desire  to  rebuild  the  railroad  may  be  inferred 
not  only  from  its  importance  to  the  grand  army,  bnt  from  the  fact  that 
the  enemy  in  retreating  from  liomney  halted  on  this  side  of  the  railroad 
bridge  next  below  Cumberland.  Notwithstanding,  it  gave  them  a  bad 
position,  aud  while  there  a  loyal  citizen  of  my  acquaintance  visited  Gen- 
eral Lander  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  property,  and  during  their 
conversation  General  Lander  said  if  I  did  any  further  damage  to  the 
railroad  that  he  would  bum  every  village  in  Hampshire  County,  and 
that  he  would  burn  the  house  of  every  secessionist  in  the  county  and 
would  destroy  all  his  property.  This  great  desire  to  reconstruct  the 
railroad  shows  its  importance  to  the  enemy,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  de- 
stroying it  at  once,  so  as  to  put  away  this  bone  of  contention.  Bat  to 
do  this  I  require  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for  a  few  days*  Can  yon  not 
send  it  to  mef 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-OeneraL 


Dublin,  January  24, 1862. 

General  8.  Coov^Uj  Adjutant-Oeneral : 

The  enemy  with  a  force  of  one  regiment  of  infantry  and  some  cavalry 
are  advancing  in  the  direction  of  Pack's  Ferry,  on  New  Biver.  A  regi- 
ment of  infantry  should  be  sent  to  Peterstowu  to  protect  the  stores 
there.  I  think  I  can  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  re-enforcements 
arrive. 

In  haste,  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  JENIFER, 
Colonel  Eighth  Virginia  Cavalry. 

*  Not  found. 


CHAP.zrr.]  COBBESFONDENCEy   ETC.— CONFEDERATE.  1045 

[LubaMmenta.] 

Thore  is  a  regiment  at  Dublin  Station.    Shall  it  be  ordered  to  Pack's 
Ferry  Y    There  are  numerous  stores  also  at  Dublin.  Armistead's  regi- 
ment is  available. 
BespectfuUy. 

R.  H.  CHILTON, 
Assistant  AdJutant-GeneraL 

EiCHMOND,  Ya.,  January  25, 1862. 

CoL  William  E.  Petebs,  Commandingy  Dublin  StatUm^  Va. : 

Move  up  immediately  to  Pack's  Ferry,  with  nine  companies,  to  oppose 
advance  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  leaving  the  tenth  company  to 
guard  stores  at  Dublin.  Advise  Colonel  Jenifer,  Eighth  Cavalry,  of 
your  movements. 

S.  COOPER. 


Wab  Depabtment,  C.  8.  A., 

Bichtnondj  Va,j  January  25, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Camdg,  Department  of  Northern  Virginia^  CentrevUle^  Fa.  ; 

Sib  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant.  I  regret  that 
there  should  have  been  any  delay  in  your  receipt  of  General  Orders, 
No.  1  [of  1st  instant],  relative  to  the  bounty  and  re-enlistment  law.  In 
order  to  prevent  this  delay  I  had  myself  inclosed  to  your  address  a  copy 
of  the  circular  letter  prepared  for  use  in  my  correspondence,  and  Gen- 
eral Cooper  had  mailed  to  your  address  the  general  order  referred  to, 
of  which  I  now  inclose  another  copy. 

In  relation  to  the  time  wBen  the  furloughs  are  to  be  granted,  the 
Vlllth  paragraph  of  the  general  order  gives  such  instructions  as  were 
deemed  prudent.  I  could  not  undertake  to  determine  when  and  in 
what  numbers  the  furloughs  could  be  safely  granted.  I  am  aware  that 
your  solicitude  for  the  safety  of  your  command  must  necessarily  embar- 
rass yon  in  giving  furloughs  in  large  numbers  at  present;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  beg  you  to  observe  that  the  eager  desire  for  a  furlough 
during  the  inclement  season  will  form  the  strongest  inducement  for 
your  men,  and  thus  afford  the  best  guarantee  of  your  having  under 
your  orders  a  large  force  of  veteran  troops  when  active  operations  re- 
commence. 

It  seems  scarcely  possible  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads 
an  attack  can  be  make ;  and  it  is  surely  better  to  run  a  little  risk  now 
than  to  meet  the  certain  danger  of  finding  a  large  body  of  your  men 
abandoning  you  at  the  expiration  of  their  terms,  now  nearly  about  to 
expire.  There  is  danger  on  both  sides,  I  admit;  but  the  hazard  is  the 
inevitable  result  of  our  comparative  weakness  in  available  resources. 

I  will  order  up  a  few  regiments  of  unarmed  men,  who  can  be  drilling 
and  exercising  with  the  arms  of  furloughed  men,  and  whom  you  wiU 
be  able  to  make  available,  to  some  extent,  while  your  best  troops  are 
diminished  in  number.  All  I  can  say  beyond  what  is  contained  in  the 
general  order  is  to  advise,  very  urgently,  that  you  go  to  the  extreme 
verge  of  prudence  in  tempting  your  twelve-months'  men  by  liberal  fur- 
loughs^ and  thus  secure  for  yourself  a  fine  body  of  men  for  the  spring 
operations.  The  rest  I  must  leave  to  your  own  judgment.  I  need  not 
add  that  you  can,  much  better  hazard  furloughs  now  than  later,  and 
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that  it  is  much  better  to  lose  your  men  for  thirty  or  sixty  days  than 
altogether. 

Yoor  own  letter  presents,  in  a  striking  manner,  the  &ct  that  we  hare 
bnt  a  choice  of  evils.  I  will  do  my  best  to  aid  you ;  but  you  con  scarcely 
conceive  the  difficulties  which  encompass  me  in  this  task.  The  enor- 
mous masses  of  the  enemy  threatening  us  in  the  West ;  his  naval  expe- 
ditions hovering  over  the  coasts  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
Georgia.  Florida,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Texas;  his 
force  below  us  on  the  Peninsula;  the  invasion  of  Western  Yirginiay  all 
combine  to  assail  me  with  hourly  demands  for  re-entbrcements,  and 
prevents  my  withdrawing  troops  from  any  of  the  points  named,  and  our 
citizens  themselves,  with  natural  weakness,  refuse  to  volunteer  for  dis- 
tant service  while  their  homes  are  threatened^ 

The  Department  can  only  trust  to  the  skill  and  prudence  of  oar  gen- 
erals and  the  indomitable  spirit  of  our  people  to  maintain  a  struggle 
in  which  the  disparity  of  numbers,  already  fearfhl,  becomes  still  more 
tiireatening  from  the  imi)ossibility  of  adding  to  our  stock  of  arms. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  tTan 


Januaby  25, 18G2. 

Brigadier-General  LoBiNa, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Northwest : 

OsNEBAL :  The  undersigned  officers  of  your  command  beg  leave  to 
present  their  condition  to  your  consideration  as  it  exists  at  Bomney. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  to  you,  who  XMurtidpated  in  it  all,  the 
service  i>erformed  by  the  Army  of  the  Northwest  during  the  last  eight 
months.  The  unwritten  (it  will  never  be  truly  written)  history  of  that 
remarkable  campaign  would  show,  if  truly  portrayed,  a  degree  of  sever- 
ity, Of  hardship,  of  toil,  of  exposure  and  suffering  that  finds  no  parallel 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  war,  if  indeed  it  is  equaled  in  any 
war.  And  the  alacrity  and  good-will  with  which  the  men  of  your  com- 
mand bore  aU  this  hardship,  exposure,  and  deprivation  would  have 
done  honor  to  our  sires  in  the  most  trying  times  of  the  Revolution. 

After  being  worn  down  with  unremittmg  toil  and  wasted  by  death 
and  disease,  the  remainder  were  about  preparing  quarters  to  shield 
them  fh>m  the  storms  of  winter  in  a  rigorous  climate.  If  any  had  pre- 
pared comparatively  comfortable  quarters,  when  they  were  called  upon 
to  march  to  Winchester  and  join  the  force  under  General  Jackson. 
This  they  did  about  the  1st  of  December,  with  the  same  alacrity  which 
had  characterized  their  former  conduct,  making  a  march  of  some  150 
miles  at  that  inclement  season  of  the  year. 

After  reaching  Winchester,  as  expected,  was  ordered  in  the  direction 
of  the  enemy,  when  all  cheerfully  obeyed  the  order,  with  tiie  confident 
expectation  that  so  soon  as  the  object  of  the  expedition  was  attained 
they  would  be  marched  to  some  comfortable  x>osition,  where  they  could 
ex\joy  a  short  respite  and  recruit  their  wasted  enerf^es  for  the  spring 
campaign. 

The  terrible  exposure  and  suffering  on  this  expedition  can  never  be 
known  to  those  who  did  not  participate  in  it.  When  men  pass  night 
after  night  in  the  coldest  period  of  a  cold  climate  without  tents,  blankets, 
or  even  an  ax  to  cut  wood  with,  and  without  food  for  twenty-mnr  hours, 
and  with  some  of  the  jnen.  nearly  two  days  at  a  time^  and  attended  by 
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toilsome  marches^  it  is  not  to  bo  thought  strange  that  some  regiments 
which  left  Winchester  with  nearly  GUO  men  should  now,  short  as  the 
time  has  beeD,  report  less  than  200  men  for  duty. 

Instead  of  finding,  as  expected,  a  little  repose  daring  midwinter,  we 
are  ordered  to  remain  at  this  place.  Oar  i>osition  at  and  near  Bomney 
is  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  and  nnfavorable  that  conld  well  be  im- 
agined. We  can  only  get  an  encampment  upon  the  worst  of  wet,  spoaty 
hmd,  much  of  which  when  it  rains  is  nanght  bat  one  sheet  of  water  and 
a  conseqaent  corresponding  depth  of  mad,  and  this,  too,  without  the 
advantage  of  sofiScieat  wood,  the  men  haviug  to  drag  that  indispensable 
article  down  fi:om  high  up  on  the  mountain  side. 

"^e  are  within  a  few  miles  of  the  enemy  and  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Bailroad,  which  imposes  upon  out*  men  the  continued  hardship  of 
very  heavy  picket  duty,  which  will  in  a  short  time  tell  terribly  upon 
their  health  and  strength.  We  regard  liomney  as  a  place  difficult  to 
hold,  and  of  no  strategical  importance  after  it  is  held.  Besides,  the 
country  around  it  for  some  distance  has  already  been  by  the  enemy 
exhausted  of  its  supplies.  Your  army  could  be  maintained  much  more 
comfortably,  and  at  much  less  expense,  and  with  every  military  advan- 
tage, at  almost  any  other  place. 

Another  consideration  we  would  endeavor  to  impress  upon  your 
mind :  All  must  be  profoundly  impressed  with  the  paramount  impor- 
tance of  raising  an  army  for  tiie  next  summer's  campaign.  When  we 
left  Winchester,  a  very  large  proportion  of  your  army,  with  the  benefit 
of  a  short  furlough,  would  have  enlisted  for  the  war,  but  now,  with  the 
present  prospect  before  them,  we  doubt  if  one  single  man  would  re- 
enlist.  But  if  they  are  yet  removed  to  a  position  where  their  spirits 
coidd  be  revived,  many,  we  think,  will  go  for  the  war. 

In  view  of  aU  these  considerations  and  many  others  that  might  be 
presented,  we  ask  that  you  present  the  condition  of  your  command  to 
the  War  Department^  and  earnestly  ask  that  it  may  be  ordered  to  some 
more  favorable  position. 
Bespectfnlly, 

WM.  B.  TALIAFBRBO, 
CohneL  Commanding  Fourth  Brigade  Northtvestern  Army. 

SAML.  V.  FULKEESON, 
Colonel  Thirty-seventh  Virginia  Volunteers. 
VAN  H.  MANNING, 
Ifofor,  Commanding  Third  Arkansas  Volunteers. 

J.  W.  ANDERSON, 
Mqjorj  Commanding  First  Oeorgia  Regiment. 
A.  V.  SCOTT, 
Captain.  Commanding  Ttoenty-third  Virginia  Volunteers. 

JESSE  S.  BUBES, 
Oolonelf  Commanding  Third  Brigade  Northwestern  Army. 

D.  A.  LANGHOBNE, 
Lieutenant-Colonel.  Commanding  Forty-seeond  Virginia  Volunteers. 

P.  B.  ADAMS, 
Major.  Forty-second  Virginia  Volunteers. 
J.  Y.  JONES, 
Captain.  Commanding  First  Battalion  P.  A.  C.  8. 

K.  H.  CUNNINGHAM,  Jr., 
Captain.  Commanding  Twenty-first  Virginia  Volunteers. 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Forty-eighth  Virginia,  Volunteers. 
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[iBdorMmeBts.] 

Headquartebs  Aeosy  of  Nobthwest, 

Eomneyj  Va.y  January  26,  18G2. 

As  this  is  a  respectful  commcuiicationy  aud  presents  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  the  trae  condition  of  this  army, 
and  coming  from  so  high  a  source,  expressing  the  united  feeling  of  the 
army,  I  deem  it  proper  to  respectfully  forwanl  it  for  his  information.  I 
am  most  anxious  to  reenlist  this  fine  army,  equal  to  any  I  ever  saw,  and 
am  satisfied  if  something  is  not  done  to  relieve  it,  it  will  be  found  im- 
possible to  induce  the  army  to  do  so,  but  with  some  regard  for  its  com- 
fort, a  large  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  may  be  prevailed  upon. 
At  the  eerliest  possible  moment  I  shall  write  more  fuily. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  W.  LORING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oomtnandingj  <£& 

Hbabquabtebs  Valley  Distbict, 

Wineheater^  February  4t^  18G2. 

Bespectfully  forwarded,  but  disapproved. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Majar-Ooieraly  Commanding. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Eichmandj  Fa.,  January  26,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centrevillej  Va. : 

Sib  :  Inclosed  you  will  find  an  order  detaching  General  Beauregard 
from  the  army  under  your  command  and  assigning  him  to  do  duty  at 
Columbus,  Ky.,  which  ^ou  are  requested  to  forward  to  him  at  once. 
Regretting  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  force  us  to  deprive 
you  of  the  aid  of  this  valuable  ofiicer,  I  still  entertain  undiminisbcil 
confidence  in  your  capacity,  with  the  aid  of  the  able  generals  who  still 
surround  you,  to  maintain  the  position  which  you  have  thus  far  suc- 
cessfully defended. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BBNJAMrsr, 

Secretary  of  War. 

CIneloeare.] 

General  G.  T.  Beaubegabd,  ManassaSj  Va.: 

Sib  :  Colonel  Pryor  has  reported  to  the  President,  as  the  result  of  his 
interview  with  you,  that  you  would  cheerfully  accept  the  command  of 
the  defenses  at  Columbus,  Ky.,  and  that  your  absence  from  the  Aimy 
of  the  Potomac  would  not  seriously  impair  its  efficiency.  He  therefore 
desires  that  you  proceed  at  once  to  report  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  at 
Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  and  thence  proceed,  as  promptly'  as  iK>ssible,  to 
assume  your  new  command  at  Columbus,  which  is  threatened  by  a 
powerful  force,  and  the  successful  defense  of  which  is  of  vital  impor- 
tance. You  are  authorized  to  take  with  you  your  present  staff  or  such 
members  of  it  as  you  wish  to  accompany  you. 
I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN. 

Secretary  of  War. 
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War  Department,  C.  S.  A.. 

Bichmandj  Va.^  January  26,  1862. 

G^eral  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centrevilley  Va.  : 

Sir  :  The  accoants  which  have  reached  us  of  the  conditioD  of  the 
army  in  the  Valley  District  fill  us  with  apprehension,  especially  when 
connected  with  the  fact  reported  by  you  of  the  movement  of  large 
bodies  of  the  enemy  to  Harper's  Ferry.  The  President,  therefore,  re- 
quests that  you  will,  as  promptly  as  possible,  examine  for  yourself  into 
the  true  state  of  the  case,  take  such  measures  as  you  think  prudent  un- 
der the  circumstances,  and  report  to  the  Department  whether  any 
measures  are  necessary  on  its  part  to  restore  the  eificiency  of  that  army, 
said  to  be  seriously  impaired. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMDfr, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Departmi&^t,  0.  8.  A^ 

Bichmand^  Fa.,  January  27,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Northern  Virffinia^  CentreviUe,  Va. : 

Sir:  Congress  has  provided  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  field  ofK- 
cers  of  artillery  in  the  Provisional  Army  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  fnuis  in  each  command.  You  are  respectfully  requested  to  report,  as 
early  as  convenient,  the  number  of  guns  in  each  of  the  three  armies 
under  your  command,  and  a  list  of  the  artillery  officers  in  each  army  in 
the  order  of  their  merit,  so  as  to  assist  the  President  in  doing  justice 
to  your  meritorious  subordinates  by  proper  promotion.  It  woidd  be 
agreeable  to  us  to  have  a  like  list  prepared  separately  by  the  command- 
ers of  each  of  the  three  armies  in  relation  to  the  officers  under  his  com- 
mand, so  as  to  compare  the  estimates  made  of  their  respective  merits, 
and  tnus  increase  the  probability  of  doing  exact  justice  to  all. 
Your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Headquarters, 
Centrevillej  January  28, 1862. 

Oeneral  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir:  I  am  informed  that  General  Orders,  No.  2  [of  6th  instant],  has 
been  distributed  to  the  '<  war  regiments"  of  this  army. 

A  recent  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  directs*  me  to  send  to  Eich- 
mond  6,000  of  the  muskets  belonging  to  our  absent  sick.  This  deprives 
the  different  regiments  of  the  means  of  arming  their  men  who  return 
from  the  hospitals,  even,  and  of  course  there  are  no  arms  for  recruits. 
I  shall  not,  under  such  circumstances,  permit  the  expense  of  recruiting 
to  be  incurred  without  additional  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 
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B^ABQUABTBBS, 

OeKtrevUlej  Va.j  Jawmry  28, 1802. 
(General  Jaoeson, 

Commanding  Valley  Distrietj  Winoheaterj  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  tcKlay  received  your  letters  of  2l8t  and  24tlL.  I 
regret  to  be  unable  to  re-enforce  yoa.  May  not  your  own  cavalry, 
Colonel  Ashby's  regimeut|  be  concentrated  and  used  for  the  porpoae 
for  which  you  apply  to  me  for  cavalry  f  I  am  an  enemy  to  much  dis- 
tribution of  troops.  May  not  yours  be  brought  together;  so  postal, 
that  is  to  say,  that  yon  may  be  able  to  assemble  them  all  to  oppose  an 
enemy  coming  fi:om  Harper's  Ferry,  Williamsport,  or  the  northwest! 
Should  the  report  given  by  General  Hill  prove  to  be  correct,  it  would 
be  imprudent,  it  seems  to  me,  to  keep  your  troops  dispersed  as  they 
now  are.  Do  not  you  think  sot  The  enemy  might  not  only  prevent 
your  concentrating,  but  interpose  himself  between  ns,  which  we  must 
never  permit 

Most  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

ChneraL 


Oentbetille,  January  20, 1862. 
General  S.  Ooobsb: 

What  is  the  total  number  of  arms  of  sick  and  absent  men  reported 
toyouheref 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Jantjaby  29, 1862. 
General  Johnston: 

The  total  number  of  arms  of  sick  and  absent  men,  according  to 
reports  handed  me  at  Gentreville,  is  3,405;  this  is  exclusive  of  the 
number  of  arms  in  depot  at  Manassas,  which  according  to  your  in- 
dorsement on  General  G.  W.  Smith's  division  return  is  2,430,  making 
in  all  6,830  surplus  arms. 

I  send  by  mail  to  your  address  at  Manassas  the  original  reports  I 
received  at  Gentreville. 

S.  COOPEB. 


BlCHMOND,  Ya.,  January  29  [t],  1862. 

Secretary  of  War: 

It  will  be  necessary  to  act  promptly.  Have  you  been  notified  of  the 
return  of  General  Jackson  to  Winchester  and  the  withdrawal  of  the 
brigade  with  which  he  undertook  the  service  from  which  he  is  reported 
to  have  retired,  leaving  only  those  who  were  sent  to  re-enforce  himt 
Will  confer  with  you  at  your  pleasure. 

J.  D.  PAVIS.] 

The  petition  of  the  officers  with  General  Loring's  indorsemoit  is 
returned.* 
P. 

*  Ptobftblj  Taliaferro  «l  oL  to  Loring,  January  20,  p.  1046. 
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HEADQUABTEBS  DEPABTHENT  op  NOBTHEBN  YlCOINlAy 

VewtreviUej  January  29, 18o2. 

Hon.  J.  P.  BENJAum,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  by  the  last  mail  your  letter  of  the 
26th  instant  in  relation  to  Greneral  Jackson's  command. 

Withont  being  entirely  certain  that  I  understand  the  precise  object 
of  apprehension  in  the  YaUey  District,  I  have  dispatched  the  acting 
inspector  general  of  the  department  to  see  and  report  without  delay 
the  condition  of  Mtyor-General  Jackson's  troops. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OekerciL 


Obntbeville,  January  29, 1802. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjakin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  I  have  just  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th 
instant,  inclosed  with  one  to  Qenend  Beauregard,  assigning  him  to 
commaud  at  Columbus,  Ej*. 

General  Beauregard  wiU  be  relieved  firom  his  present  command  to- 
morrow. 

I  regret  very  much  that  it  is  thought  necessary  to  remove  this  dis- 
tingnished  officer  from  this  district  especially  at  the  present  time, 
when  the  recent  law  granting  bounty  and  furloughs,  &c.,  is  having  a 
disorganizing  effect.  I  fear  that  Qeneral  Beauregard's  removal  fii^m 
the  troops  he  has  formed  may  increase  this  effect  among  them. 

In  this  connection  permit  me  to  urge  the  neoessily  of  this  army  for 
the  general  officers  I  have  asked  for  more  than  once. 
Most  respe<»bftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

QeMTol. 


HEADQUABTEBS  DEPABTMENT  OF  NOBTHEBN  YlBGINIA, 

Centreville,  January  29,  1862. 

Col.  S.  Bassett  Fbenoh, 

Aide-de-camp  of  Governor  of  Virginia: 

SiB:-  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant  in  relation  to  arms  the  property 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  not  in  the  hands  of  the  troops  of  the 
Army,  and  desiring  me  to  take  measures  for  their  return  to  the  State 
authorities  so  fiur  as  they  can  be  found  within  this  department  of  the 
Army  of  the  Confederate  States,  has  been  duly  received. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  can  afford  little  information  and  less  aid  in  relation 
to  the  important  and  interesting  objects  of  your  oonmiunication.  The 
troops  xkuder  my  command  have  generally  come  into  my  department 
with  arms  in  their  hands.  I  had  and  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
by  whom  the  arms  were  fiimished.  I  understand  that  Virginia  does 
not  wish  to  reclaim  arms  now  in  actual  use.  As  some  arms  have  be- 
come disposable  by  the  death  or  discharges  of  soldiers,  they  have  been 
withdrawn  from  my  control  under  orders  of  the  War  Department  of  the 
Confederate  States.  These  orders  have  been  repeatedly  issued  by  the 
Department  and  executed  by  me.  Of  late  tiiey  have  gone  to  the  length 
of  taking  the  arms  of  the  sick.  When  removed  from  this  army,  the 
arms  of  course  passed  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Department  of 
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War.    To  that  Department  I  must  refer  you  for  the  infonuation  which 
you  seek  of  me. 

There  are  no  flint-lock  muskets  in  the  hands  of  my  soldiers,  nor  have 
there  been  any  since  I  assumed  the  command  here.  There  were  oOO 
such  in  the  depot  at  Manassas  when  I  arrived  here  from  the  valley. 
They  were  soon  afterwards  sent  to  Bichmond,  in  accordance  with  the 
general  practice  in  such  matters  above  specifled. 

Do  mo  the  favor  to  express  to  the  governor  my  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment of  his  kind  and  patriotic  message.  Xothing  earthly  could  afford 
me  higher  gratification  than  the  fulfillment  of  his  good  wishes  by  this 
army  striking  a  great  blow  for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  Vir- 
ginia and  of  the  South. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON", 

OenerdL 


Cavalbt  Gamp. 
Between  Faclc^s  Ferry  and  Raleigh  C.  IT.,  January  29,  ±862. 

Oeneral  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutaait-Oenerdlj  Bichnumdj  Va*: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  now  between  Pack's 
Ferry  and  Haleigh  with  my  cavalry.  I  learn  this  evening  that  the  enemy 
has  been  re-enforced  at  the  latter  place,  numbering  in  all  about  1,500 
infantry,  100  cavalry,  and  several  pieces  of  artillery.  I  do  not  tiiink  it 
is  his  intention  to  make  a  general  advance  soon,  but  they  have  been 
very  annoying  to  the  loyal  citizens  of  Ealeigh  County,  causing  many  to 
leave  their  homes,  and  arresting  others  and  compelling  them  to  ^e 
the  oath. 

The  infantry  regiment  ordered  here  from  Dublin  five  or  six  days  a^ 
has  not  yet  arrived.  I  do  nut  know  what  has  detained  it,  unless  it  is 
the  swollen  condition  of  the  streams  between  Peterstown  and  Pack's 
Ferry.  1  have  ordered  the  commander  of  the  regiment,  when  he  arrives, 
to  station  two  companies  at  Jumping  Branches,  which  is  a  very  impor- 
tant point,  being  7  miles  in  advance  of  Pack's  Ferry  and  18  miles  from 
Baleigh  Court-House.  I  have  also  two  companies  of  cavalry  at  Jumping 
Branches,  with  the  advance  pickets  at  Shady  Springs,  10  miles  from 
Baleigh  Court-House.  The  remaining  companies  of  the  infantiy  regiment 
I  have  ordered  to  Peterstown.  In  placing  the  command  at  these  points 
it  makes  it  convenient  for  the  advanced  companies  to  be  re-enforced,  or 
in  case  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  fall  back  they  con  readily  do  so,  with- 
out danger  of  being  cut  off  by  the  enemy. 

I  will  also  report  that  neither  the  m%)or  nor  surgeon  of  this  regiment 
are  on  duty  with  it.    The  major  has  never  yet  reported. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  JENIFER, 

CoUmelj  Commanding. 


Union,  Wednesday ^  Janmary  29, 1862. 
Colonel  Jenipeb: 

Deab  Sis  :  It  has  been  ascertained  with  certainly  that  250  Yankee 
cavalry  passed  Tyree,  at  the  foot  of  Big  Sewell,  on  Monday,  and  that 
they  staid  at  Hickman's,  about  6  miles  west  of  Meadow,  on  Monday 
night  It  is  reported  that  they  were  to  meet  1,000  infantry  at  Meadow 
Bluff  on  yesterday,  and  that  the  1,000  men  were  on  their  march  by  Uie 
Wilderness  road  m)m  Summersville.    This  last-mentioned  report  seems 
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to  have  some  credit  about  Lewisbnrg.  There  is  quite  a  panic  at  that 
place.  They  may  attempt  a  movement  by  way  of  the  Blue  Sulphur  and 
thence  to  the  Eed  Sulphur,  or  by  way  of  Blue  Sulphur  and  across  the 
Flat  Top  to  this  place.  They  may,  and  I  think  that  most  probable, 
stop  and  intrench  at  Meadow  Bluff.  I  understand  that  the  cavalry  had 
some  wagons  with  them ;  the  number  has  not  been  reported. 
Very  respectfully,  j  our  obedient  servant, 

A.  T.  CAPERTON. 


BiOHMONB,  Va.,  January  30, 1862. 

General  T.  J.  Jackson,  Winchester ^  Va,: 

Our  news  indicates  that  a  movement  is  being  made  to  cutoff  Greneral 
Loring's  command.    Order  him  back  to  Winchester  immediately. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Genebal  Obbebs,  \     Hdqbs.  Dbp^t  of  Nobtheen  Yieginia, 
No.  17.  )  January  30, 1862. 

In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  assigning 
him  to  an  important  position  in  another  department.  General  Beaure- 
gard is  relieved  from  the  duties  of  his  present  command. 

In  losing  the  aid  of  this  distinguished  soldier  the  commanding  general 
cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  his  sense  of  the  eminent  services  by 
which  he  has  achieved  so  much  for  our  country,  our  cause,  and  the  re- 
nown of  our  arms. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Headqitabtebs  Valley  Distbiot, 

Winchester^  Fa.,  January  31, 1862. 

Hon.  Jv  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  Tour  order  requiring  me  to  direct  General  Loring  to  return  with 
his  command  to  Winchester  immediately  has  been  receiv^  and  promptly 
complied  with. 

With  such  interference  in  my  command  I  cannot  expect  to  be  of 
much  service  in  the  field,  and  accordingly  respectfully  request  to  be 
ordered  to  rex)ort  for  duty  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Mili- 
tary Institute  at  Lexington,  as  has  been  done  in  the  case  of  other  pro- 
fessors. Should  this  application  not  be  granted,  I  respectfully  request 
that  the  President  will  accept  my  resignation  fjrom  the  Army. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneraly  P.  A.  0.  8. 

[Indonement.] 

Headqitabtebs, 
Centreville,  February  7, 1862. 

Eespectfully  forwarded,  with  great  regret.  I  don't  know  how  the  loss 
of  this  officer  can  be  supplied.  General  officers  are  much  wanted  in  this 
department. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraU 
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Headquabtbrs, 
Samneifj  Va^  Janmary  31, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib  :  I  inclose  the  report  of  Ck>lonel  Barton,  who  acted  as  engineer,  by 
order  of  General  Jackson,  in  examining  the  defenses,  &c.,  of  Bomnej, 
and  the  copy  of  a  letter  inclosing  it,  which  I  sent  Greneral  Jackson. 
I  beg  to  caJl  yonr  attention  to  them,  particularly  the  &ct  of  the  enemy, 
in  force  at  their  railroad,  making  it  their  base  of  operations,  witJi  Gnm- 
berland  as  their  center,  secured  by  Patterson's  Greek  Depot  and  the 
mouth  of  the  South  Branch  and  its  bridge  on  the  one  side,  and  New 
Creek  Depot  and  its  bridge  on  the  other,  and  also  the  large  number  of 
roads  leading  to  our  rear  fh>m  various  points  on  their  railroad. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  report  that  this  command  is  now  forced,  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  fh)m  the  requirements  of  our  position,  to  a  de^^ee  of 
service  which  is  telling  with  fearful  effect  upon  their  health.  In  the 
short  time  since  its  departure  firom  Winchester  a  number  of  our  best 
of&cers  and  men  have  died,  the  result  of  exposure;  and  the  medical 
men  of  the  army  tell  me  that  the  constant  exposure  during  the  recent 
summer  in  the  mountains,  followed  by  the  unremitting  duty  in  the 
winter,  is  filling  the  hospitals  with  hundreds  of  our  sick. 

It  is  a  fine  army,  and  should  be,  if  possible^  re-enlisted  for  the  war. 
I  am  satisfied  that  unless  it  is  given  r^ef  it  will  be  found  imi>o8sible  to 
effect  it.  With  some  attention  to  their  comfort  most,  if  not  idl,  may  be 
induced  to  enter  again. 

It  is  proper  for  me  to  say  that  we  came  cheerlEhlly  to  co-operate  with 
the  forces  of  Gf'neral  Jackson  in  the  campaign,  ttm  reports  of  whidi 
have  been  sent  you.  All  movements  have  some  nme  since  ceased,  and 
General  Jackson  has  gone  to  Winchester  with  his  brigade.  I  now  most 
respectfully  ask,  in  Justice  to  this  command  and  myself,  that  it  be 
ordered  to  the  line  to  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  assigned.  Namerous 
places  may  be  selected  where  it  can  be  reorganized ;  or,  if  this  should 
not  be  deemed  advisable,  to  some  point  where  it  can  have  the  stimulant 
of  active  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOBING, 
Brigadier^Chsneraly  Cammandiagm 

[Xndocnze  No.  1.] 
HEADQT7AETEB8  ABHT  OF  THE  KOBTHWBST, 

Bomneyy  January  28, 1862. 
M%|.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  dmma/nding^  <&e. ; 

General  :  I  send  a  report  of  Colonel  Barton  of  the  means  of  defense 
and  of  the  approaches  to  Bomney,  the  i>osition  this  force  is  ordered  to 
hold.  After  a  carefal  and  thorough  examination  of  the  mountain 
passes,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  has  given  a  correct  estimate  of  their 
strength.  With  the  aid  of  the  best  guides  of  this  country  I  have  made 
observation  of  its  roads,  and  fully  concur  with  him  in  the  facility  with 
which  an  enemy  with  a  large  command  can  flank  and  turn  our  positions. 
He  has  also  given  a  correct  statement  of  the  numerous  approadies  of 
the  enemy  from  the  railroad  to  our  rear. 

So  for  as  our  best  information  enables  us  to  judffe,  they  have  at  this 
time,  near  the  mouth  of  Patterson's  Greek — a  railroad  aepot  18  miles 
distant — about  6.000  menj  at  Green  Springs  Depot,  19  miles,  about 
1,500 ;  H^ew  Greek  Depot,  18  miles,  3,000  men;  Gumberland,  reported 
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to  be  between  2,000  and  d|000  men.  Within  a  few  boars  they  can  con- 
centrate  their  entire  force  at  any  one  of  these  stations,  or  place  along 
the  line  scouting  and  foraging  parties.  The  total  of  tneir  strength  is 
about  12,000  men. 

To  oppose  this  army  we  have  about  4,500  effective  men  and  a  few 
militia. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  picketing  and  scouting  necessaiy  to  keep  our- 
selves advised  must  be  excessive,  and  when  tne  inclement  season  is 
consid^rc^,  the  exposure  makes  the  duty  one  of  great  hardship,  attended 
with  loss  of  life. 

Tou  are  also  aware  that  the  country  here  and  in  its  vicinity,  occupied 
so  long  by  the  enemy,  has  been  exhausted  of  its  resources,  and  our  sup- 
plies must  be  brought  mostly  from  Winchester  and  Strasburg,  42  and 
60  miles  distant;  grain  from  the  South  Branch  Valley,  some  of  it  35 
miles,  part  of  the  way  exiwsed  to  the  enemy,  necessitating  large  escorts. 

In  orief,  the  advantages  of  the  enemy  are  in  having  the  base  Of  their 
operations  at  the  railroad  with  nearly  three  times  our  force,  while  the 
position  of  this  command  is  indefensible,  and  over  40  miles  from  its 
source  of  supply,  with  none  of  the  roads  macadamized,  and  which  must 
necessarily  become  impassable  in  a  short  time  with  ordinary  freight. 

The  recent  demonstration  uj^n  the  enemy  in  considerable  numbers, 
having  aroused  their  apprehension  for  the  security  of  their  railroad 
communications  and  its  &cilities,  has  induced  them  to  concentrate  their 
scattered  forces  from  adjacent  i)oints,  including  Fort  Pendleton. 

If  it  is  the  intention  to  keep  this  command  here,  I  am  compelled  to 
say  that  the  force  is  not  equal  to  the  requirements,  and  I  therefore  re- 
spectfully but  earnestly  request  a  re-enforcement  ox  3,000  men  to  meet 
the  immediate  concentration  of  the  enemy  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  com- 
mand of  the  unparalleled  exposure  to  which  tiiey  have  been  and  are 
now  subjected. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOBINO, 
BrigadieT'Oenerdlj  Commandingj  dte. 

PnolMiire  Ko.  &] 

Notes  on  the  location  and  approaches  to  Bomnetf. 

This  village  is  situated  on  the  Northwest  turnpike,  within  a  mile  of  its 
intersection  with  the  South  Branch  of  the  Potomac.  From  its  location 
in  a  valley  surrounded  by  mountains  and  hills  not  difficult  of  access  it 
is  of  course  indefensible.  The  approaches  are  (by  roads)  by  the  North- 
west turnpike  east  and  west,  the  Springfield  turnpike,  and  two  roads 
up  the  South  Branch  to  Moorefleld.  All  of  these  roads  connect  with 
^m  roads,  which,  with  the  nature  of  the  surrounding  country,  render 
travel  in  every  direction  without  baggage  easy. 

Dq/^enses. — On  the  left  front,  a  pass,  through  which  Mill  Creek  runs. 
This  is  a  narrow  and  tortuous  part  of  tne  road,  half  a  mile  long,  and  end- 
ing at  Mechanicsburg,  3^  miles  from  Bomney.  The  pass  is  difficult  to 
defend,  the  approach  from  the  west  offering  no  obstruction  to  the  enemy. 
but  affording  them  cover;  it  can  also  be  turned  on  the  south  by  a  roaa 

{>racticable  for  artillery.  It  would  be  dangerous,  therefore,  to  use  artil- 
ery  in  or  beyond  this  pass.  The  road  mentioned  above  IcmemIs  into  the 
Moorefield  grade,  which  passes  through  Bomney  and  the  pass.  At  Me- 
chanicsburg, besides  the  Northwest  turnpike,  a  road  leads  up  Mill  Greek, 
one  to  New  Greek  18  miles,  via  Sheet's  Mill,  and  another  5  miles  to  Fox's 
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Ford,  of  South  Branch,  at  moath  of  Hanging  Bock,  on  Springfield  grade, 
4  miles.  The  road  thi*ough  this  pass  is  at  the  base  of  a  precipice  on 
the  right  and  on  the  bank  of  a  deep  stream  on  the  left,  straight  800 
yards  in  length,  and  enfiladed  by  oar  guns ;  the  mountain  in  oar  i>o8ses- 
sion  commands  all  neighboring  heights.  This  pass  can  also  bo  tamed; 
Ist,  by  a  ford  1  mile  downstream;  2d,  by  another  fonl  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  farther  down — these  by  foot  troops  only;  3d,  by  the  Chain 
Bridge  2^  miles  on  Springfield  grade:  and  4th,  by  farm  roads  at  the 
base  of  Jersey  Mountain.  There  is  also  a  road  on  the  ridge  of  this 
mountain  chain  which  falls  into  the  Northwest  turnpike  2^  miles  in  rear 
of  Eomney.  Seven  or  eight  roads  lead  from  the  milroad  to  the  Win- 
chester road  in  our  rear.  To  secure  our  flanks  and  rear  a  large  number 
of  scouting  parties  and  pickets  are  required. 

For  a  small  force  this  point  is  indefensible.    For  a  large  one  (say 
20JOOO),  it  could  be  made  a  strong  position. 

Eespectfally  submitted. 

S.  M.  BABTON, 

Chief  Engineer* 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

February  1, 18G2. 
Meg.  Thomas  G.  Bhett, 

Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneralj  Headquarters  D.  y.  F. : 

Major:  The  Secretary  of  War  stated,  in  the  order  requiring  General 
Loring^s  command  to  fall  back  to  this  place  immediately,  that  he  had 
been  informed  that  the  command  was  in  danger  of  being  cut  ofif.  Such 
danger  I  am  well  satisfied  does  not  exist,  nor  did  it,  in  my  opinion,  exist 
at  the  time  the  order  was  given ;  and  I  therefore  respectfidly  recommend 
that  the  order  be  countermanded,  and  that  General  L.  be  required  to 
return  with  his  command  to  the  vicinity  of  Bomney. 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Major-Oeneraly  P.  A.  G.  S.j  Commanding. 

[nidonement.] 

Headquarters,  Oewtretillej  February  6, 1S02. 

Bespectftilly  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  orders  I  cannot 
countermand. 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

QeneraL 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

February  1, 1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  M,  L.  Bonham,  Commanding  Division: 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  S.  Ewell,  Commanding  Division: 

General:  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  hereafto' 
you  will  command  your  division,  reporting  directly  to  him.    All  your 
official  communications  will  therefore  be  addressed  to  this  office. 
Bespectf ally,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-QeneroL 
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Heabquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Nobthebn  Yibgixia, 

Centrevillej  February  1, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sm:  Your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  18th,  did 
not  reach  me  nntil  yesterday. 

In  entering  upon  the  delicate  and  difficult  work  assigned  me  I  shall 
keep  in  view  your  advice,  "To  go  to  the  extreme  verge  of  prudence  in 
tempting  the  twelve-months'  men  by  liberal  furloughs  to  re-enlist.'*  It 
is,  however,  indispensable  to  the  success  of  the  undertaking  that  you 
should  remove  certain  difficulties  which  not  only  embarrass  the  execu- 
tion of  these  particular  orders,  but  are  also  causing  great  confusion  and 
an  approach  to  demoralization  in  this  army.  They  result  from  a  prac- 
tice of  giving  orders  to  the  army  in  matters  of  military  detail  which 
should  come  only  from  the  commanding  officer  present.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  specify  all  these  orders,  as  many  of  them  are  brought  incidentally 
to  my  knowledge  from  the  difficulties  attending  their  execution.  I  allude 
especially  to  those  granting  leaves  of  absence,  furloughs,  discharges,  and 
acceptances  of  resignations  upon  applications  made  directly  to  yourself, 
tiie  officers  concerned  having  had  no  hearing,  and  detailing  in  the  same 
way  mechanics  and  other  soldiers  to  labor  for  contractors,  ordering 
troops  into  the  department  without  informing  me  of  the  fact,  and  from 
it  without  consulting  me,  and  moving  companies  from  point  to  point 
within  it.  Two  of  these  companies  were  at  Manassas,  having  been  se- 
lected to  man  some  of  our  heavy  batteries  there.  They  had  been  well 
instructed  in  that  service,  and  of  course  were  unpracticed  as  infantry. 
The  companies  that  take  their  places  will  for  weeks  be  worth  less  as  ar- 
tillery than  they  as  infantiy.  If  as  general  I  cannot  control  such  mat- 
ters, our  heavy  guns  will  prove  a  useless  expense. 

The  matters  mentioned  are  purely  military,  and  I  respectfully  submit 
should  be  left  under  the  control  of  military  officers. 

I  have  been  informed  that  you  have  already  granted  furloughs  to  four 
entire  companies,  three  belonging  to  the  same  regiment,  but  have  re- 
ceived but  one  of  the  orders.  They  are,  it  is  said,  re-enlisted  as  artillery. 
We  thus  lose  good  infantry  and  gain  artillery  having  no  other  advantage 
over  recruits  than  that  of  being  inured  to  camp  life.  This  increases  the 
difficulty  of  inducing  the  re-enlistment  of  infantry  as  such.  You  will 
readily  perceive  that  while  you  are  granting  lurloughs  on  such  a  scale 
at  Kichmond  I  cannot  safely  grant  them  at  all. 

To  execute  these  orders  consistently  and  advisedly  there  must  be  a 
system.  If  the  War  Department  continues  to  grant  these  furloughs 
without  reference  to  the  plans  determined  on  here,  confusion  and  disor- 
ganizing collisions  must  be  the  result. 

I  have  been  greatly  surprised  to-day  to  receive  an  order  from  the  War 
Office  detailing  a  private  for  a  working  party  here.  I  hazard  nothing  in 
saying  that  in  time  of  war  a  Secretary  of  War  never  before  made  such 
a  detail. 

In  asking  your  attention  to  the  mischief  resulting  from  the  orders  al- 
luded to  above,  be  assured  that  I  am  making  no  point  of  mere  official 
propriety.  They  are  practical  evils,  which  are  weighing  heavily  upon 
this  army.  Officers  laboring  under  the  impression  that  I  am  in  some 
way  responsible  for  the  changes  which  they  direct  complain  that  they 
are  made  without  consulting  their  wishes  and  in  opx)Osition  to  their 
plans. 

The  discipline  of  the  army  cannot  be  maintained  under  such  circum- 
stances.   The  direct  tendency  of  such  orders  is  to  insulate  the  com- 
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manding  general  fh>m  his  troops,  to  diminislibis  moral  as  well  as  official 
control^  and  to  harass  him  with  the  constant  fear  that  his  most  matured 
plans  may  be  marred  by  orders  from  the  Government  which  it  is  impos* 
sible  for  him  to  anticipate. 

I  respectfally  request  that  you  will  forbear  to  exercise  your  power 
npon  these  points.  Yon  intrusted  to  my  ^<  skill  and  judgment,"  us  you 
kindly  express  it,  a  work  fall  of  hazards  and  difficulties;  may  I  not  ask 
that  you  will  extend  your  coniidence  in  me  to  those  matters  of  minor 
detail  which  legitimately  beloog  to  my  position. 

1  appreciate  fully  the  demands  upon  your  time  and  attention  by  the 
great  pressure  upon  all  our  lines  of  defense  which  you  so  vividly  pre- 
sent in  your  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo.  By  leaving  to  me  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  military  arrangements  appertaining  to  my  command  here 
you  will  be  relieved  of  much  that  must  divert  your  mind  from  that  gen- 
eral supervision  which  is  the  part  of  your  exalted  station. 

From  all  I  can  learn,  the  disposition  to  re-enlist  is  not  very  generaL 
I  will  do  what  I  can  to  stimulate  it  into  activity.  Care  must  be  takeu, 
however,  not  to  reduce  our  force  so  much  as  to  make  its  very  weakness 
the  inducement  to  the  enemy's  attack. 

I  have  written,  sir,  in  no  spirit  of  captiousness,  but  with  perfect  frank- 
ness, in  order  to  remove  any  causes  of  misunderstanding  auid  to  secuie 
concert  of  action  between  us. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

GeneraL 


Headquaatebs  Department  of  Nobthebn  Virginia, 

CeiUreviUej  February  2,  1862. 

General  S.  Goopbb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sib  :  We  are  beginning  to  feel  the  want  of  the  ai*ms  recently  sent  to 
Bichmond  under  orders  from  the  War  Department  One  regiment  al- 
leady  has  23  men  returned  from  hospital  who  are  without  arms.  The 
recruiting  directed  in  General  Orders,  No.  2,  will  give  us  men  who  cannot 
be  armed  unless  a  part  at  least  of  the  arms  refeired  to  can  be  returned. 

Permit  me  again  to  remind  the  War  Department  that  a  division  and 
five  brigades  (including  those  of  two  members  of  Congress,  Senators- 
elect)  are  without  their  proper  generals.  The  great  number  of  colonels 
and  other  field  officers  who  are  absent  sick  makes  the  want  of  general 
officers  the  more  felt 

Several  of  the  colonels  of  this  army  are  well  qualified  to  be  brigadier- 
generals.  Besides  Gpls.  A.  P.  Hill  and  Forney,  whom  I  have  mentioned 
before.  Colonels  Hampton,  Winder,  Garland,  and  Mott  are  fully  compe- 
tent to  command  brl^j^es. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

ChneroL 


Headquabtebs  Depabtment  of  Nobthebn  Yibginia, 

CentrevUUj  Fthruary  Zy  1802. 

General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant  and  Tnepebtor  General : 

Sib  :  The  execution  of  War  Department  General  Orders,  No.  1,  will 
greatly  reduce  the  strength  of  the  <^  one  year  "  regiments  of  this  army. 
They  constitute  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number.    I  respectfully 
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Baggost  that  men  to  fill  thoBe  regiments,  say  20  or  90  per  company,  be 
sent  to  ns  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Secretary  of  War  proposed  to  send  unarmed  regiments  to  supply 
the  places  of  the  men  farlonghed.  Bach  regiments  woold  be  of  Uttie 
Talne  for  some  time,  but  the  men  composing  them,  if  distributed  among 
onr  present  troops  aud  mixed  with  Uiem  in  companies,  would  be  val- 
uable at  once,  and  soon  equal  to  the  old  soldiers. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

GenerdL 


Was  Depaetmeivt,  C.  S.  A., 
Biehmandj  Va.j  February  3, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

Sib  :  *  *  *  I  have  your  letter  about  the  command  in  the  valley. 
I  telegraphed  General  JackRon,  at  the  President's  instance,  to  order 
Lorin^s  command  back  to  Winchester  at  once,  as  we  had  news  of  a 
contemplated  movement  by  McGlellan  to  cut  off  Loring's  command.  I 
inclose  you  a  memorandum  received  from  the  President  for  your  con- 
sideration and  reflection.*  I  fear  with  you  (as  shown  by  your  corre- 
spondence forwarded  to  the  Department)  that  General  Jackson  has 
scattered  his  forces  quite  too  far  apart  for  safety,  and  do  not  thiuk 
Moorefleld  would  be  as  advantageous  a  point  for  Loring  as  Winchester. 
I  think  the  valley  army  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  kept  within  reach 
of  a  co-operation  with  your  lefb  wing,  which  would  be  impossible  if 
Loring's  winter  quarters  were  establistied  at  Moorefield.  But  these  are 
mere  suggestions,  the  decision  being  left  to  yourself. 

I  have  heard  nothing  more  from  you  on  the  re-enlistment  question. 
I  feel«ure  that  you  will  find  your  true  policy  to  be  to  take  some  risk  of 
reducing  your  force  now,  in  order  to  secure  your  trained  soldiers  for 
the  rest  of  the  war.  l^e  men  in  many  cases  really  will  not  go  home. 
A  number  of  them  who  came  here  with  their  bounty  and  flirlonghs  are 
going  back  to  you  at  once.  They  came  here,  had  a  frolic  with  their 
bounty  money,  spent  it  all,  and  have  agreed  to  go  straight  back  to 
camp,  receiving  their  commutation  for  transportation  instead  of  fhrlough. 

r  am  calling  on  the  different  States  for  additional  troops,  and  will  be 
able  to  re-enforce  you  considerably  before  the  enemy  can  move  through 
the  mud. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Gentbeville,  Va.,  February  3, 1862. 

M^jor-General  Jackson: 

Mt  Deab  Friend  :  I  have  just  read,  and  with  profound  regret, 
your  letter  [of  January  31 1  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  to  be  re- 
lieved from  your  present  command  either  by  an  order  to  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute  or  the  acceptance  of  your  resignation.  Let  me  beg 
you  to  reconsider  this  mdtter.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  a  due 
sense  of  one's  own  dignity,  as  well  as  care  for  professional  charac- 
ter and  official  rights,  would  demand  such  a  course  as  yours,  but  the 
character  of  this  war,  the  great  energy  exhibited  by  the  Government 

*  Not  found. 
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of  the  United  States,  the  danp^er  in  T^hioh  onr  very  existence  as  an 
independent  people  lies,  requires  sacrifices  from  ns  all  who  have  been 
educated  as  soldiers. 

I  receive  my  information  of  the  order  of  which  you  have  such  caose 
to  complain  from  your  letter.  Is  not  that  as  great  an  official  wrong  to 
me  as  the  order  itself  to  you  T  Let  us  dispassionately  reason  with  the 
Government  on  this  subject  of  command,  and  if  we  fail  to  influence  its 
practice,  then  ask  to  be  relieved  from  positions  the  authority  of  which 
is  exercised  by  the  War  Department,  while  the  responsibilities  are  left 
to  us. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  detain  your  letter  to  make  this  appesil  to 
your  patriotism,  not  merely  fh)m  warm  feelings  of  personal  regard,  but 
from  the  official  opinion  which  makes  me  regard  you  as  necessary  to 
the  service  of  the  country  in  your  present  position. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


ExEOUTiVE  Depastment,  F^mtary  3,  18d2. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  From  a  letter  received  this  day  from  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson, 
dated  January  31, 1862, 1  make  the  following  quotation : 

I  ask  as  a  speoial  favor  that  yon  will  have  me  ordered  back  to  the  Institute. 

In  deference  to  his  request  I  ask  that  his  wish  may  be  complied  with, 
and  the  requisite  order  issued. 
I  am,  truly, 

JOHN  LETOKEB. 


Headquabters  Depabtment  of  Nobthebn  Virginia, 

February  4, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Commanding  Forces  at  DumfiHes: 

Gbnebal  :  The  general  commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  hereafter 
you  will  report  your  command  directly  to  him. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant-, 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- OeneraL 


General  Obbebs,  \  Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  21.  i  February  4, 1862. 

The  commanding  general  calls  the  attention  of  the  twelve-months' 
troops  under  his  command  to  General  Orders,  No.  1  [January  1, 18C2], 
from  the  War  Department,  on  the  subject  of  their  re-enlistment  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  December  11, 1861. 

Soldiers  I  your  country  again  calls  you  to  the  defense  of  the  noblest 
of  human  causes.  To  the  indomitable  courage  already  exhibited  on  the 
battle-field  you  have  added  the  rarer  virtues  of  high  endurance,  cheer- 
ful obedience,  and  self-sacrifice.    Accustomed  to  the  comforts  and  lux- 
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ories  of  home,  yon  have  met  and  borne  the  privations  of  camp  life,  the 
exactions  of  military  discipline,  and  the  rigors  of  a  winter  campaign. 
The  rich  results  of  yoor  courage,  patriotism,  and  unfaltering  virtue  are 
before  you.  Intrusted  with  the  defense  of  this  important  frontier,  you 
have  driven  back  the  immense  army  which  the  enemy  had  sent  to  in- 
vade our  country  and  to  establish  his  dominion  over  our  people  by  the 
wide-spread  havoc  of  a  war  inaugurated  without  a  shadow  of  constitu- 
tional right  and  prosecuted  in  a  spirit  of  ruthless  vengeance.  By  your 
valor  and  firmness  yDu  have  kept  him  in  check  until  the  nations  of  the 
earth  have  been  forced  to  see  us  in  our  true  character,  not  dismembered 
and  rebellious  communities,  but  an  empire  of  Confederate  States,  with 
a  constitution  safe  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  institutions  and  laws 
in  full  and  unobstructed  operation,  a  population  enjoying  all  the  com- 
forts of  life,  and  a  citizen  soldiery  who  laugh  to  scorn  the  threat  of  sub- 
jugation. 

Your  country  now  summons  you  to  a  nobler  duty  and  a  greater  deed. 
The  enemy  has  gathered  up  all  his  energies  for  a  final  conflict  His 
enormous  masses  threaten  us  in  the  West,  his  naval  expeditions  are 
assailing  us  upon  our  whole  Southern  coast,  and  upon  the  Potomac, 
within  a  few  hours'  march,  he  has  a  gigantic  army,  inflamed  by  lust  and 
maddened  by  fanaticism.  But  the  plains  of  Manassas  are  not  forgotten , 
and  he  shrinks  from  meeting  the  disciplined  heroes  who  hurled  across 
the  Potomac  his  grand  army,  routed  and  disgraced.  He  does  not  pro- 
pose to  attack  this  army  so  long  as  it  holds  its  present  i)osition  with 
undiminished  numbers  and  unimpaired  discipline ;  but^  protected  by  his 
fortifications,  he  awaits  the  expiration  of  your  term  of  service.  He  re- 
collects that  his  own  ignoble  soldiery,  when  their  term  of  service  ex- 
pired, '<  marched  away  from  the  scene  of  the  conflict  to  the  sound  of  the 
enemy's  cannon,"  and  he  hopes  that  at  that  critical  moment  Southern 
men  will  consent  to  share  with  them  this  infamy. 

Expecting  a  large  portion  of  our  army  to  be  soon  disbanded,  he 
hopes  that  his  immense  numbers  will  easily  overpower  your  galiant 
comrades  who  will  be  left  here,  and  thus  remove  the  chief  obstacle  to 
his  cherished  scheme  of  Southern  subjugation.  The  commanding  gen- 
eral calls  upon  the  twelve-months'  men  to  stand  by  their  brave  com- 
rades who  have  volunteered  for  the  war,  to  revolunteer  at  once,  and 
thus  show  to  the  world  that  the  patriots  engaged  in  this  struggle  for 
independence  will  not  swerve  from  the  bloodiest  path  they  may  be 
called  to  tread.  The  enemies  of  your  country,  as  well  as  her  friends, 
are  watching  your  action  with  deep,  intense,  tremulous  interest.  Such 
is  your  position  that  you  can  act  no  obscure  part  Your  decision,  be  it 
for  honor  or  dishonor,  will  be  written  down  in  history.  You  cannot, 
will  not,  draw  back  at  this  solemn  crisis  of  our  struggle,  when  all  that 
is  heroic  in  the  land  is  engaged,  and  ail  that  is  precious  hangs  trem- 
bling in  the  balance. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston: 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Genebal  Obbebs,  )     Hdqrs.  Dep't  op  Nobthebn  VmaiNiA, 
No.  22.  I  February  5, 1862. 

I.  The  division  composed  of  the  brigades  of  Oenerals  Toombs  and 
Wilcox,  and  that  commanded  by  Col.  G.  T.  Anderson,  will  hereafter  be 
designated  the  First  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  coin- 
mai^  of  M^j.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith. 
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IL  M%}.  Gen.  Longstreet's  division  will  be  designated  ^e  Second, 
M%j.  Gen.  B.  EL  Smi&'a  the  Third,  and  that  oomnuuided  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Early  the  Fourth  Division  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
AeUng  AMtitant  Adjutani-OmierdL 


HSADQUABIEBS  DEPABTMENT  OF  NOBTHEBN  YlBGINIA, 

CenirevUle,  Va.,  February  5,  1862. 

General  S.  Ooopbb,  Ai^utant  amd  Intpeetar  General: 

Sib  :  I  reflpectfhlly  inclose  herewith  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the 
Oonfederate  States,  and  beg  that  it  may  be  laid  before  him. 
Most  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHN8TOK, 

OeaeraL 

Hbadquabtbbs  Dxpabtmbnt  of  Nobthbbn  Yiboinia, 

OeiUrefnlle^  Va^  Febrwry  5, 1862. 

To  His  ExceUency  the  Pbesidbnt: 

Sib:  I  have  Jnst  received  from  Major-Cteneral  Jackson  a  copy  of  the 
letter  of  the  Secret^oy  of  War  to  him,  directing  the  evacuation  of 
Bomney  and  with^wal  of  our  troops  to  Winchester.  On  a  former 
occasion  I  ventured  to  appeal  to  your  excellency  against  such  exercise 
of  military  command  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Permit  me  now  to 
suggest  the  separation  of  the  Valley  District  f)rom  my  command,  on  tiie 
ground  tiiat  it  is  necessaiy  for  the  public  interest  A  collision  of  the 
authority  of  the  honorable  Secretcuy  of  War  with  mine  might  occur 
at  a  critical  moment  In  such  an  event  disaster  would  be  inevitable. 
The  responsibility  of  the  command  has  been  imposed  upon  ma  Your 
excellency's  known  sense  of  justice  will  not  hold  me  to  that  responsi- 
bility wlule  the  corresponding  control  is  not  in  my  hands.  Let  me 
assure  your  excellency  that  I  am  prompted  in  this  mi^tter  by  no  love 
of  privileges  of  position  or  of  official  rights  as  such,  but  by  a  firm  belief 
that  under  the  circumstances  what  I  propose  is  necessary  to  the  safety 
of  our  troops  and  cause. 

Let  me  urge  you  to  visit  this  army  again  as  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance. Your  presence  here  now  or  soon  would  secure  to  us  tiiou- 
sands  of  excellent  troops,  who  otherwise  will  disperse  just  as  the  active 
operations  of  the  enemy  may  be  expected  to  begin  and  be  very  bene- 
ficial otherwise.  The  highest  benefit  would  be  your  assuming  the 
command. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  jororsTON, 

OeierdL 


WiNOHBSTEB,  February  6, 1862. 
His  Excellency  John  Letoheb,  Chvemor  of  Virginia: 

Gk)VBBN0B :  Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  this  morn- 
ing.* 

If  my  retiring  ftom  the  Army  would  produce  that  effect  upon  oor 
country  that  you  have  named  in  your  letter,  I  of  course  would  not  desire 

^Kotfoond. 
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to  leave  the  aervice,  a^d  ify  apon  tbe  receipt  of  this  note,  ^oor  opinion 
remains  anchanged,  yon  are  aathorized  to  withdraw  my  resignation,  un- 
less the  Secretai-y  of  War  desires  that  it  should  be  accepted.  My  rea- 
sons for  resigning  were  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo  and  my 
views  remain  unchanged,  and  if  the  Secretary  persists  in  the  ruinous 
policy  complained  of,  I  feel  that  no  officer  can  serve  his  country  better 
than  by  making  his  strongest  possible  protest  against  it,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  done  by  tendering  his  resignation,  rather  than  be  a  willfhl 
instrument  in  prosecuting  the  war  upon  a  ruinous  principle. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  requesting  that  I  should  be  ordered  to 
the  Institute. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

T.  J.  JACKSON. 

[IndotMineni.] 

ExEOUTiVB  Department,  February  10, 1862. 

I  have  just  received  this  letter  from  General  Jackson,  which  I  send 
for  your  perusal,  and  with  the  request  that  his  resignation  be  sent  to  me. 
Be  kind  enough  to  return  this  letter. 

JOHN  LBTCHEE. 


BiCHMOND,  February  6, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  3d  instant^ 
with  its  inclosures. 

Notwithstanding  the  threatening  position  of  the  enemy  I  infer  from 
your  account  of  t&e  roads  and  streams  that  his  active  operations  must 
be  for  some  time  delayed,  and  thus  I  am  i)ennitted  to  hope  that  you  will 
be  able  to  mobilize  your  army  by  the  removal  of  your  heavy  ordnance 
and  such  stores  as  are  not  required  for  active  operations,  so  that  when- 
ever you  are  required  to  move  it  may  be  without  public  loss  and  with- 
out impediment  to  celerity.  I  was  fhlly  impressed  with  the  difficulties 
which  you  presented  when  discussing  the  subject  of  a  change  of  posi- 
tion to  preserve  the  efficiency  of  your  army.  You  will,  of  course,  avoid 
all  needless  exposure,  and  when  your  army  has  been  relieved  of  every 
useless  incumbrance,  you  can  have  no  occasion  to  move  it  whilst  the 
roadis  and  the  weather  are  such  as  would  involve  serious  sufierinjry  be- 
caase  the  same  reasons  must  restrain  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  In 
the  mean  time,  as  I  have  heretofore  advised  you,  I  am  making  diligent 
effort  to  re-enforce  your  columns.  It  may  still  be  that  you  will  have  the 
power  to  meet  and  repel  the  enemy,  a  course  of  action  more  acceptable 
certainly  to  both  of  us,  but  it  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  your  defective 
X>08ition  and  proximity  to  the  enemy's  base  of  opei'ations  do  not  permit 
us  to  be  sanguine  in  that  result. 

It  is  therefore  necessary  to  make  all  due  preparations  for  the  opposite 
course  of  events.  You  will  be  assured  that  in  my  instructions  to  you  I 
did  not  intend  to  diminish  the  discretionary  power  which  is  essential  to 
successful  operations  in  the  field,  and  that  I  fully  rely  upon  your  zeal 
and  Ciipacity  to  do  all  which  is  practicable.  I  will  make  inquiry,  and, 
if  it  be  possible  to  do  so,  will  increase  the  amount  of  your  railroad  trans- 
X)ortation.  The  letter  of  Genen^  Hill  painfully  impresses  me  with  that 
which  has  heretofore  been  indicated — a  want  of  vigilance  and  intelligent 
observation  on  the  part  of  General  Stuart    The  officers  commanding 
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his  pickets  should  be  notified  of  all  roads  in  their  neighborhood,  and 
sleepless  watchfulness  should  be  required  of  them.  The  failure  to  se- 
cure either  of  these  two  things  renders  them  worse  than  useless  to  the 
commands  which  rely  upon  them  for  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of 
an  enemy. 

Please  keep  me  fully  and  frequently  advised  of  your  condition  and 
give  me  early  information  if  there  be  anything  in  which  I  can  aid  your 
operations. 

Very  respectfuUy,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Heabquabtebs  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Centrevillej  Va.,  February  G,  1862. 

Msg.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  Commanding  Valley  District: 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  inclose  herewith  a  letter  containing  the  location 
and  names  of  the  proprietors  of  distilleries  in  your  district.  The  War 
Department  has  directed  the  impressment  of  grain  for  military  use  when 
it  cannot  be  purchased  at  fair  prices.  Let  me  suggest  that  whenever 
impressment  becomes  necessary  the  grain  at  the  distilleries  be  taken 
first,  because  they  generally  control  the  grain  market  and  less  real  op- 
pression of  individuals  will  be  produced. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

OenerdL 


Richmond,  Fd}Tuary  7, 18G2. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  and  otKer  commanding  officers^  <£e.  : 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  existing  exigencies  in  the  service  it  is  desired  to 
keep  the  armor^^  in  this  city  at  work  day  and  night.  For  this  purpose 
the  Chief  of  Ordnance  has  applied  for  the  detail  of  200  gunsmiths  and 
machinists  from  the  army,  as  the  only  practicable  means  of  effecting  the 
object  in  view. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  you  are  therefore  requested,  im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  to  ascertain  what  number  of  such 
workmen,  gunsmiths,  and  machinists  may  be  in  your  command,  and  re- 
port their  names,  companies,  and  regiments  to  this  office  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

It  is  desirable  that  this  examination  and  report  should  be  made  with- 
out delay,  and  that  as  far  as  practicable  those  who  are  best  qualified  for 
the  work  in  view  should  be  designated. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Headquarters  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

Centrevillej  February  7, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  by  the 
last  mail.  On  the  2d  instant  I  sent  Lieutenant-Colonel  Harrison,  Vir- 
ginia cavalry,  with  a  proposition  to  M%jor-General  McClellan  for  an 
exchange  of  piisoners  of  war.    That  officer  was  stopped  by  the  enemy's 
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pickets  near  Falls  Gharch,  and  his  dispatches  carried  to  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Wadsworth,  at  Arlington.  That  officer  informed  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harrison  that  they  were  promptly  forwarded  to  General  McClellan.  He 
waited  for  the  answer  until  yesterday,  when  being  informed  by  Brig- 
adier-General Wadsworth  that  he  could  form  no  opinion  as  to  the  time 
when  it  might  be  expected,  he  returned. 

On  receiving  your  letter  in  reply  to  mine  in  relation  to  re-enlistments,  I 
directed  your  orders  on  that  subject  to  be  carried  into  immediate  elt'ect,  fur- 
loughs to  be  given  at  the  rate  of  20  per  cent,  of  the  men  present  tor  duty. 

The  order  directing  recruiting  for  the  war  regiments  is  also  in  course 
of  execution.  In  my  opinion  the  position  6f  the  valley  army  ought, 
if  possible,  to  enable  it  to  co-operate  with  that  of  the  Potomac  But  it 
must  also  depend  upon  that  of  the  enemy  and  his  strength.  General 
Jackson  occupied  Bomney  strongly  because  the  enemy  was  reported  to 
be  concentrating  his  troops,  including  those  supposed  to  be  near  Harper's 
Ferry,  at  New  Creek.  I  regret  very  much  that  you  did  not  refer  this  mat- 
ter to  me  before  ordering  General  Loring  to  Winchester  instead  of  now. 

I  think  that  orders  from  me  now,  conflicting  with  those  you  have 
given,  would  have  an  unfortunate  effect — that  of  making  the  impres- 
sion that  our  views  do  not  coincide,  and  that  each  of  us  is  pursuing 
his  own  plan.  This  might  especially  be  expected  among  General  Lor- 
ing's  troops,  if  they  are,  as  represented  to  me,  in  a  state  of  discontent 
little  removed  from  insubordination. 

Troops  stationed  at  Moorefield  could  not  well  co-operate  with  those  in 
the  northern  part  of  the  valley,  as  the  President  remarks. 

Let  me  suggest  that,  having  broken  up  the  dispositions  of  the  military 
commander,  you  give  whatever  other  orders  may  be  necessary. 
Most  respectfully,'  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeneral. 


Headquarters  Department  op  Northern  Virginia, 
CentrevUley  Fd^uary  7, 1862.    (Keceived  Feb.  10.) 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sir:  The  inclosed  charges  against  Brigadier-General  Loring  were 
received  from  General  Jackson  to-day.  The  official  reports  I  have  re- 
ceived of  the  condition  of  General  Loring's  command  make  me  think 
the  trial  of  this  case  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  discipline  in  the 
Valley  District.  So  many  officers  of  high  rank  are  absent  from  this  de- 
partment, that  I  cannot  "without  manifest  injury  to  the  service"  assem- 
ble an  adequate  court-martial. 

The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  ascertain  if  you  can  detail  4  or  5  officers, 
of  suitable  rank,  for  such  a  court. 
Please  return  the  charges. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 

flnclosnre.] 

Charges  and  specifications  preferred  by  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson,  P,A.C,  8.^ 

against  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring^  P.  A.  C.  S, 

Charge  I.  Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification  1.  In  this,  that  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring,  P.  A.  C.  S., 
did  fail  to  be  with  his  command  and  see  that  it  was  properly  encamped 
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and  cared  for  on  the  evening  of  the  Ist  of  Jannaiy,  1862,  near  Pngh- 
town,  Va. 

Speoifieatian  2.  In  this,  that  when  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  W. 
W.  Loriug  was  met  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Bath, 
Va.,  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  January,  1802,  he  neglected  to  attack 
and  press  forward  with  requisite  promptness. 

Speeifteation  3.  In  this,  that  Brig.  G^n.  W.  W.  Loring,  P.  A.  C.  S., 
having  the  advance  in  moving  on  the  enemy  at  Bath,  Ya.,  on  the  4th 
January,  1862,  did  permit  the  head  of  his  column,  without  sufficient 
cause,  repeatedly  to  halt  and  lose  so  much  time  as  to  induce  Maj.  Gen. 
T.  J.  Jackson,  P.  A.  0.  S.,  to  order  forward  other  troope  of  General 
Loring's  command  for  the  purpose  of  at  least  securing  the  town  of  Bath 
before  night. 

Specijiaition  4.  In  this,  that  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring,  P.  A.  C.  S., 
permitted  part  of  his  command  to  become  so  demoralized  as  not  to  be  in 
a  condition  for  active  service  at  Bomney,  Va.,  on  the  18th  of  Jannaiy, 
1862,  and  thus,  though  the  troops  of  other  commanders  were  in  a  con- 
dition for  active  service,  it  was  necessary  to  abandon  an  important  ex- 
pedition against  the  enemy  in  consequence  of  such  inefOiciencj  in  Brig. 
Gen.  W.  W.  Loring's  command  preventing  his  efficient  co-operation. 

SpeeiftcaHan  5.  In  this,  that  Brig.  G^n.  W.  W.  Loring,  P.  A.  O.  S., 
did  permit  officers  of  his  command,  in  violation  of  the  Army  Beralations, 
to  unite  in  a  petition  against  their  commands  being  required  to  pass 
the  winter  in  the  vicinity  of  Bomney,  notwithstanding  the  commanding 
general  of  the  Valley  District  had  directed  that  Brig.  Gea.  W.  W.  Lor- 
ing's command  should  go  into  winter  quarters  in  that  vicinity.  All  this 
at  or  near  Bomney,  Va.,  on  or  about  the  17th  of  January,  1862, 

CHABaE  II.  Conduct  subversive  of  good  order  and  military  disci- 
pline. 

Specifieation  1.  In  this,  that  when,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1862,  a  staif 
officer  delivered  a  message  from  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson  to  Brig.  Gen. 
W.  W.  Loring,  near  Unger's  Store,  Va.,  he  did  state  in  the  hearing  of 
said  staff  officer,  ^<  By  GkKl,  sir,  this  is  the  damnedest  outrage  ever  per- 
petrated in  the  annals  of  history,  keeping  my  men  out  here  in  the  cold 
without  food,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Specification  2.  In  this,  that  Brig.  Gen.  W.  W.  Loring,  P.  A.  G.  S., 
did  forward  to  the  War  Department,  without  disapproval,  a  petition 
which  was  united  in  by  a  number  of  officers  of  his  command,  notwith- 
standing said  petition  was  in  violation  of  the  Army  Begulations  and 
subversive  of  good  order  and  military  discipline.  AH  this  at  or  near 
Boorney,  Va.,  on  or  about  the  26th  of  January,  1862.* 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
MajoT'Oenerdlj  P.  A.  C.  8. 


War  Dbpabticent,  O.  S.  A., 

Eichmondj  Va.,  F^tmuxry  9, 1862. 

(General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centreville,  Va. : 

Sib  :  The  threatening  aspect  of  our  affairs  in  the  West  has  deter- 
mined the  President  to  spare  no  effort  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter,  while  the  abandonment  by  General  Jackson  of 
the  winter  campaign  projected  by  him  and  his  retirement  into  winter 
quarters,  combined  with  the  unhappy  discordance  between  his  command 

*  See  Loring  to  Benjamin,  Febnuuy  12,  p.  1070. 
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and  that  of  G^eral  Loring,  have  determined  him  to  make  such  disposal 
of  General  Loring's  forces  as  wUl  render  them  more  immediately  elect- 
ive than  if  retained  in  the  Valley  District.  He  has  therefore  deter- 
mined to  send  into  Tennessee  the  three  regiments  of  Tennessee  troops 
that  have  been  longest  in  service,  and  to  add  to  them  the  Georgia  regi- 
ment now  with  General  Loring,  the  whole  to  be  combined,  with  foor 
regiments  withdrawn  from  General  Bragg  and  Hvo  regiments  with- 
drawn from  General  Lovell,  for  the  defense  of  oar  line  in  Eastern  Ten- 
nessee, left  open  by  the  defeat  of  Gisneral  Crittenden  at  Somerset.  The 
President  therefore  directs  the  following  disposal  of  forces  to  be  made : 

1.  That  you  send  at  once  to  Knoxville  the  regiments  of  Colonels 
Maney,  Bate,  and  Yanghn,  and  the  Georgia  regiment,  now  with  General 
loring. 

2.  CHiat  yon  send  to  General  Holmes  the  two  remaining  Tennessee 
regiments  belonging  to  the  brigade  of  General  Anderson  and  the  Ar- 
kansas regiment  of  Colonel  Bust. 

3.  That  you  transfer  to  your  own  army  (Potomac)  all  the  remaining 
troops  belonging  to  General  Loring's  command. 

The  President  desires  that  you  exercise  your  own  discretion  in  send- 
ing any  re-enforcements  you  may  deem  necessary  to  General  Jackson 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  but  he  thinks  the  good  of  the  service 
requires  that  no  part  of  General  Loring's  command  l^  left  with  General 
Jackson.  You  are  also  requested  to  order  General  Loring  to  report  to 
the  Ai^iutant-General  here  for  orders.  He  is  assigned  to  duty  with 
General  Lee,  in  G^rgia. 

You  are  specially  requested  to  lose  no  time  in  sending  the  troops 
ordered  to  Euozville,  where  we  are  sorely  pressed,  and  where  the  dan- 
ger is  imminent. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War» 


Heabquautsbs  Valley  District, 

Winchester^  Va.^  February  9, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Gensbal  :  I  return  the  inclosed  letter,  as  I  presume  it  was  referred 
to  me  by  mistake.  Nelson  County  being  in  Eastern  Virginia;  but  I 
would  state  in  this  connection  that  the  chief  commissary  of  the  depart- 
ment (Major  Blair)  raiaed  the  price  of  ilour  in  this  district,  and  my  cliief 
quartermaster  informs  me  that  Mf\jor  Barbour,  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  has  also  sent  an  agent  into  this  district,  who  has  raised  the 
price  of  corn  from  $4  to  $4.50  per  barrel  This  increase  of  price  is  at 
present  unnecessary  and  produces  bad  feeling  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  to  take  the  less  price.  To  avoid  such  and  other  bad  results  in 
future  I  would  respectfully  request  that  sigents  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  staff^  when  sent  into  this  district  to  make  purchases,  be 
required  to  report  to  the  chief  of  their  department  in  this  district  and 
to  conform  to  his  prices  in  making  purchases.  I  have  directed  my  chief 
quartermaster  not  only  to  impress  his  grain  from  distillers  first,  should 
impressment  be  necessary,  but  also  to  make  purchases  of  them  at  a  fair 
price  when  circumstances  require  it. 

Bespeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 
Me^'Chneraly  Commanding. 
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Special  OaPEBS,  >  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'b  Offics, 

No.  33.  )  Ekhmandy  February  10, 1862. 

•  •••••  • 

IV.  The  following  regiments  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  and  report  tbr  duty  to  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  commanding 
Department  No.  2: 

Colonel  Maney'^  First  Begiment  Tennessee  Volunteers. 
Colonel  Vaughn's  Third  Regiment  Tennessee  Volunteers. 
First  Begiment  Georgia  Volunteers. 

V.  The  following  regiments  will  iiroceed  at  once  to  Fredericksburg, 
Va.,  and  report  for  duty  to  Major-General  Holmes,  commanding  Aqnia 
District : 

Seventh  Begiment  Tennessee  Volunteers. 
Fourteenth  Begiment  Tennessee  Volunteers. 
Third  Begiment  Arkansas  Volunteers. 

VI.  All  the  remainder  of  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Loring 
will  proceed  without  delay  to  Manassas,  Va.,  and  report  for  duty  to 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding. 

•  •••••  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JNTO.  WITHEBS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Headquabtebs  Depabtxent  of  Nobthbbn  Vibginia, 

CentreviUej  February  11, 1862. 

General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

Sib:  An  order  from  the  War  Department  removed  two  artillery 
companies  which  manned  four  of  the  heavy  batteries  at  Manassas.  I 
cannot  supply  their  places  without  taking  for  the  purpose  excellent 
infantry,  who  are  ignorant  of  artillery  service. 

I  therefore  respectf^illy  ask  that  two  companies  may  be  sent  to  Ma- 
nassas, to  man  the  batteries  in  question,  without  delay;  they  might  be 
sent  without  small-arms. 

Let  me  again  urge  the  importance  of  sending  to  this  army  the  proper 
number  of  general  officers.  The  great  number  of  sick  field  officers 
makes  the  want  of  them  felt  the  more. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OenerdL 


WiNGHESTEB,  Va.,  F^Mnary  12, 1862» 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Korthem  Virginia: 

Genebal  :  From  official  information  the  enemy  have  burnt  seTeral 
houses  in  Harper's  Ferry  near  the  Potomac,  the  Wager  House  being 
among  the  number. 

Since  the  evacuation  of  Bomney  by  our  troops  the  Federal  forces 
have  returned  there,  and  from  information  received  this  momiog  from 
Colonel  Harness,  the  commanding  officer  at  Moorefield,  the  enemy, 
3,000  strong,  were  advancing  on  Moorefield. 
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Col.  Edward  H.  McDonald,  after  General  Loring  left  Bomney,  burned 
the  South  Branch  Bridge,  on  the  Northwestern  turnpike. 

I  have  authorized  furloughs  to  be  granted  to  re-enlisted  men  at  the 
rate  of  one-third  of  the  rank  and  lile  present  and  for  duty.  In  Gar- 
nett's  brigade  the  men  are  re-enlisting  encouragingly,  and  yesterday  it 
was  more  encouraging  in  the  Army  of  the  Northwest.  The  Twenty- 
third  Begiment,  Colonel  Fulkerson's,  had  about  20  re-enlistments. 
B^pectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Majar-OeneraL 


Headquarters, 
Oentrevillej  February  12, 1862. 

General  Hill: 

General:  The  Legislature  of  Virginia  has  just  passed  a  law  pre- 
scribing the  mode  of  raising  the  9tate  quota  of  troops  for  the  war.  It 
will,  I  suppose,  supersede  the  Confederate  law  on  that  subject  as  far  as 
Virginians  are  concerned.  I  have  tiierefore  directed  here  tbat  for  the 
present  no  more  furloughs  be  given  to  the  members  of  Virginia  regi- 
ments until  the  decision  of  the  two  Governments  in  the  case.  You  will 
oblige  me  by  doing  so  in  Colonel  Badford^s  regiment 

To  prevent  the  people  living  near  and  within  the  enemy's  [lines]  from 
coming  within  our  lines,  I  have  ordered  our  outposts  not  to  permit  the 
country  people  to  pass.    You  will  oblige  me  by  giving  no  passes  to 
market  x>^ople  or  others  who  have  not  really  military  business  here. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Headquarters, 
Cmtrevillej  February  12,  1862. 

[General  Whiting:] 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  just  received  your  note  of  yesterday.^ 
I  think  I  have  told  you  to  keep  down  the  furloughs  as  much  below  20 
per  cent,  as  you  please. 

It  will  not  do  to  send  your  arms  to  Bichmond.  Youll  never  see  them 
again  if  you  do. 

As  to  what  Bumside  may  or  can  do,  it  depends  so  much  upon  the 
preparations  our  Government  has  made,  of  which  we  know  nothing, 
that  I  caji't  guess.  Our  people  ought  to  be  able  to  drive  them  away 
&om  the  Boanoke  if  they  attempt  to  enter  it.  I  am  glad  (keep  this  to 
yourself)  that  B.  didn't  come  up  the  Potx)mac. 

In  the  event  of  invasion  you  would,  of  course,  command  the  troops 
beyond  the  Occoquan.  They  may,  therefore,  now  be  considered  as 
under  your  command,  except  Holmes'. 

Jasper  has  just  come  in,  and  desires  me  to  say  that  he  has  received  a 
letter  from  your  mother,  which  he  left  with  his  wife.  All  [wellf  ].  The 
date  January  5. 

I  can't  comprehend  how  or  why  that  expedition  up  the  Tennessee  has 
been  permitted. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 

*  Not  found. 
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BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  Fi^brwiry  12,  18G2. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  yoor  request  of  this  morning  I  have  the 
honor  to  snpply  the  following  answer  to  the  charges  preferred  against 
me  by  Maj.  Gen.  T.  J.  Jackson  :* 

To  the  ist  specification  of  1st  CHAnaE.  I  need  only  reply  that  op  be- 
ginning the  march  on  the  1st  of  January  I  received  a  note  fr6m  General 
Jackson  requesting  to  see  me  in  Winchester,  4  miles  in  rear.  Before 
leaving  I  directed  my  inspector-general  to  go  forward  with  a  field  office 
from  each  brigade  and  select  a  suitable  encampment,  giving  him  instrac- 
tions  as  to  location  and  comfort,  and  as  soon  as  possible  joined  the  com- 
mand before  its  encampments  were  made,  examined  and  approved  the 
arrangements*    This  allegation  is  therefore  without  foundation. 

2d  specification.  Genersd  Jackson  and  a  portion  of  his  staff  were  in 
fh>nt  of  the  advance  guard  at  the  time  and  place  specified,  and  learned 
before  I  did  that  the  advance  scouts  had  fiedlen  in  with  the  enemy's 
picket.  The  first  information  received  by  me  was  from  an  officer  of  his 
staff,  directing  a  force  to  be  thrown  upon  and  over  the  hill  on  our  left, 
to  take  the  enemy  in  flank  and  rear.  This  was  done  in  handsome  style 
by  four  companies  of  Gilham's  regiment.  The  evidence  of  the  prompt- 
ness of  the  movement  is  found  in  the  fact  that  they  killed  4 — as  I  was 
informed — and  took  8  prisoners  of  a  flying  picket.  Simultaneoasly 
another  force  was  thrown  upon  a  hill  on  our  right  flank,  which  moved 
to  the  front  in  splendid  style  at  double-quick.  Night  came  on,  and  as 
a  snow-storm  was  brewing,  the  command  bivouacked  on  the  road-side, 
by  order  of  General  Jackson. 

3d  specification.  The  halt  of  the  head  of  the  column  mentioned  in  this 
specification  was  in  consequence  of  the.  line  of  march  being  enfiladed 
by  the  enemy's  cannon  on  a  hill  in  front  and  flanked  by  a  party  of  his 
Infantry  stationed  on  a  wooded  hill  on  our  left.  The  forced-mil  itia — 
sent  by  General  Jackson  the  evening  before  to  attack  this  flank  having 
failed  to  drive  ofi:  the  enemy,  upon  consultation  with  General  Jackson  I 
ordered  a  regiment  to  proceed  at  double-quick  and  dislodge  him..  This 
order  was  countermanded  by  General  Jackson  to  await  re-enforcements, 
and  the  delay  was  occasioned  by  him  and  not  by  me.  I  moved  upon 
Bath  without  his  orders  and  upon  my  own  responsibility,  notifying  him 
of  the  fact 

^th  specification.  I  can  scarcely  be  held  responsible  for  the  results 
when  I  had  no  control  over  the  cause.  That  portion  of  my  command 
was  rendered  unfit  for  active  service  by  marches  of  cruel  severity,  which 
prostnited  it,  was  a  fault,  but  can  only  be  attributed  to  him  who  ordered 
it.  I  obeyed  the  instructions  of  my  superior.  While  I  gave  e\lRy  atten- 
tion in  my  power  to  the  march,  the  state  of  the  roads  and  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  weather  rendered  it  imi>ossible  to  avert  the  sickness  and 
suft(Bring  of  the  troops.  It  is  hardly  possible  that  an  important  expedi- 
tion could  have  been  frustrated,  for  this  inefficient  part  of  my  force,  as 
stated,  was  but  one-third  of  the  whole,  and  only  that  particular  force 
was  called  for. 

bth  specificxLtian.  An  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Army  Begnla- 
tions  and  the  customs  of  the  service  for  some  twenty-six  years  has  failed 
to  inform  me  of  the  fact  that  a  respectAil  and  truthful  statement  by 
commanders  of  the  condition  of  their  commands  was  other  than  a  dnty, 
and  when  it  was  accompanied  by  a  request  for  the  amelioration  of  their 

*See  Johnston  to  Cooper,  Febmary  7,  p.  106&. 
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conditioii,  hamanity  and  the  oastoms  of  the  service  require  their  com- 
mon superior  to  give  it  his  most  serious  consideration. 

l8t  gpecification  of  2d  charge.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  occurrence 
here  stated.  My  staff  officer,  who  was  with  me  all  that  day,  assures  me 
that  it  did  not  take  place.  I  do  recollect  perfectly  that  my  command 
was  kept  standing  in  the  road  for  several  hours  on  the  2d,  in  order  to 
allow  Genend  Jackson's  old  brigade  to  keep  in  advance ;  also  owing 
to  the  mismanagement,  for  which  none  of  my  command  was  responsible, 
the  baggage  wagons,  with  food,  tents,  and  bedding,  did  not  rfSach  camp 
that  night,  and  also  that  the  command,  without  any  cause  known  to  me, 
was  kept  shivering  in  their  camp  on  the  3d  for  a  long  time.  It  is  quit« 
possible  that  my  just  indignation  for  this  utter  disregard  for  human 
suffering  found  expression  in  words.    I  do  not  recollect  it. 

The  2d  speeiflcatian  has  already  been  answered. 

Should  this  reply  be  deemed  not  satisfEictory,  I  respectfully  request 
that  a  court-martial  be  ordered  to  ascertain  the  merits  of  the  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  LOBING, 
Brigadier'OeneraL 


BiCHMOKD,  Ya.,  JMruarp  13,  1862. 

Brig.  (}en.  S.  B.  Auderson,  NaahviUe: 

Your  brigade  has  been  ordered  to  Aquia  Creek,  except  Maney's  regi- 
ment, which  has  been  ordered  to  East  Tennessee. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  Wan 


BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  February  14,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Camdg.  Department  of  Northern  Virginia^  Oentrevillej  Ya. : 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant.  While  I 
admit  the  propriety  in  all  cases  of  transmitting  orders  through  you  to 
tilose  under  your  command,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  should,  in  a  case  requiring  prompt  action,  have  departed  from  this 
the  Ubual  method,  in  view  of  the  fjEtct  that  he  had  i'ailed  more  than  onoe 
in  having  his  instructions  carried  out  when  forwarded  to  you  in  the 
proper  manner. 

You  will  remember  that  you  were  directed,  on  account  of  the  painful 
reports  received  at  the  War  Department  in  relation  to  the  command  at 
Bomney,  to  repair  to  that  place,  and  after  the  needful  examination  to 
give  the  orders  proper  in  tJbie  case.  You  sent  your  ac^utant  [inspector] 
general,  and  I  am  informed  that  he  went  no  farther  than  Winchester, 
to  which  point  the  commander  of  the  expedition  had  withdrawn,  leaving 
the  troops  for  whom  anxiety  had  been  excited  at  Bomney.  Had  you 
given  your  personal  attention  to  the  case,  you  must  be'assnred  that  the 
confidence  reposed  in  you  would  have  prevented  the  Secretary  from 
taking  any  action  before  your  report  had  been  received.  In  the  absence 
of  such  security  he  was  further  moved  by  what  was  deemed  reliable 
information  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  was  concentrating  to  cap- 
ture the  force  at  Bomney,  and  by  official  report  that  the  place  had  no 
natural  strength  and  little  strategic  importance. 

To  insure  concert  of  action  in  the  defense  of  our  Potomac  frontier,  it 
was  thought  best  to  place  all  the  forces  for  this  object  under  one  com- 
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mand.  The  reasons  which  ori^nally  induced  the  adding  of  the  Valley 
District  to  your  department  exist  in  full  force  at  present,  and  I  cannot 
therefore  agree  to  its  separation  from  your  command. 

I  will  visit  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  soon  as  other  engagements 
will  permit,  although  I  cannot  realize  your  complimentary  assurance  that 
great  good  to  the  army  will  result  from  it,  nor  can  I  anticipate  the  pre- 
cise time  when  it  will  be  practicable  to  leave  my  duties  here. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


HeADQUABTESS  DePABTMENT  of  NoBTHERN  VntGINIA, 

Cenirevilley  February  14,  1862. 
Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
just  received.  The  necessary  orders  have  been  given  to  Major- Generals 
Holmes  and  Jackson  and  ^.  K.  Smith  to  send  the  four  regiments  named 
by  you  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  forthwith. 

In  a  letter  dated  February  12,  Major-General  Jackson  informed  me 
that  since  the  evacuation  of  Eomney  by  your  order  the  United  States 
troops  have  returned  to  it,  and  that  the  officer  commanding  at  Moore- 
field  reported  that  the  enemy,  3,000  strong,  were  approai^ing  that 
place. 

The  reduction  of  our  force  by  the  operation  of  the  fhrlough  system 
makes  it  impracticable  to  re-enforce  the  Valley  District  from  that  of  the 
Potomac. 

Most  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


ELeadquabxebs  Depabthent  of  Nobthbbn  Vibginia, 

CentrevUlej  Fa.,  February  14,  1862. 

General  Jaoeson: 

Sib:  The  President,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  directs  that  the 
Georgia  regiment  now  with  General  Loring  be  sent  immediately  to 
Kuoxville;  that  the  two  Tennessee  regiments  of  General  Anderson-d 
brigade  and  Colonel  Bust's  (Arkansas)  regiment  be  sent  to  report  to 
Major-General  Holmes,  commanding  Aquia  District,  and  the  remaining 
troops  of  General  Loring's  command  sent  to  this  district  (of  the  Poto- 
mac). Please  give  the  necessary  orders  for  these  movements,  tf>  be 
made  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  written  above.  If  the  regiments 
coming  to  join  this  army  should  be  provided  with  tolerable  means  of 
transportation,  they  had  better  be  sent  to  Manassas.  Possibly  some  of 
the  troops  might,  considering  the  inefficiency  of  the  railroad,  with  less 
delay  and  discomfort  march  by  the  turnpike  to  Snicker's  Gap.  This 
will  be  for  your  declBion. 

Be-enlistments  in  the  Virginia  regiments  must  be,  I  think,  under  the 
recent  law  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  no  longer  under  thebounty  and 
furlough  law  of  Congress.  It  is  so  intended  by  the  State  authorities. 
Please,  therefore,  to  make  the  necessary  modifications  in  the  mode  of 
procedure  in  the  Virginia  regiments  under  your  command. 

Please  give  me  any  information  you  have  of  the  numbers  and  strength 
of  the  enemy  near  you. 
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Betain  any  of  the  artillery  of  (General  Loring's  command  you  may 
think  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OenerdL 

P.  S. — ^What  number  of  troops  do  you  think  necessary  in  your  dis- 
trict during  the  winter  t  How  many  do  yon  supx>08e  the  enemy  has 
upon  your  frontier  t 


Headquarters  District  of  Lbwisburo, 

Lewinburgj  Va,y  February  14, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  certain  statements  made  to 
me  in  reference  to  improving  the  navigation  of  the  James  and  Jackson's 
Bivers  from  Buchanan  to  Covington.  I  am  informed  by  reliable  per- 
sons that  the  capacity  of  the  Virginia  Central  Bailroad  for  transporta- 
tion is  already  greatly  diminished.  This  diminution  must  increase. 
The  James  Biver  and  Kanawha  Company  agree,  I  am  informed,  to  put 
these  rivers  in  condition  for  navigation  if  they  can  get  $15,000  advanced 
to  them  by  the  Gk>vemment,  to  be  deducted  in  tolls. 

An  army  must  be  sent  to  this  section  of  the  country  very  soon.  The 
supplies  are  now  hauled  from  Jackson's  Biver  to  this  point.  By  com- 
pleting bateau  navigation  to  Covington  I  have  9  miles  less  hauling, 
which  alone  will  counterbalance  the  loan^  in  addition  to  the  great  saving 
of  expense  in  water  over  land  carriage. 

By  this  arrangement  an  entirely  new  country  will  be  openedj  from 
which  I  could  draw  a  large  amount  of  supplies.  Grain  is  already  scarce 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  Unless  the  James  and  Jackson's  Bivers 
are  made  navigable  up  to  Covington,  in  addition  to  the  transportation 
of  commissary  supplies,  ordnance,  &ic.,  over  the  Virginia  Central  Bail- 
road,  I  will  be  compelled  to  transport  the  heavy  item  of  forage  from 
counties  a^acent  to  the  Virginia  Central  Bailroad,  when  this  forage 
should  go  to  Eastern  Virginia,  where  it  is  so  much  needed. 

I  write  by  this  mail  to  Colonel  Ellis,  the  president  of  the  James  Biver 
and  Kanawha  Company,  requesting  him  to  confer  with  you  on  the  sub- 
ject and  make  proposals  for  completing  bateau  navigation  from  Buch- 
anan to  Covington. 

By  order  of  General  H.  Heth.  conmianding. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

R  H.  FINNEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


BiCHMOND,  Fd^ruary  15, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centreville: 
^  Order  Miy.  Gen.  f E.]  Kirby  Smith  to  report  here  immediately  for  as- 
signment to  other  duties.    1  am  sorry  to  deprive  you  of  him.  but  the 
urgency  of  the  service  compels  me.    You  will  have  additional  general 
officers  appointed  for  your  army  in  a  very  few  days.    Answer. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 
68  B  E— VOL  V 
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Special  Ordebs,  )     Hbqs.  Dep't  of  Nobthebn  Viuginia, 

No.  48.  )  February  15, 1862. 

I.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Anderson.  P.  A.  0.  B.,  will  report  to  Miy .  Gtm.  J. 
Longstreet,  commanding  Second  Division,  for  duty  with  a  Soath  Caro- 
lina origade. 

•  •••••  • 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Aeting  AuiHant  AdjuUuU-dfeneraL 


Headquabtbbs  Dbpabtment  of  Nobthbbn  Yibginia, 

Centreville,  February  16, 18G2. 
His  Excellency  the  Pbesident: 

Sib  :  I  have  received  information  firom  a  highly  respectable  sooroe 
that  M%j.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  is  to  be  ordered  to  E^t  Tennessee.  Permit 
me  to  avail  myself  of  a  privilege  once  given  to  address  you  directly  on 
this  subject,  one,  in  my  opinion  of  high  importance  to  this  army,  and 
therefore  so  to  the  Confederacy. 

This  army  is  far  weaker  now  than  it  has  ever  been  since  Jnly  20, 1861. 
It  has  lost  lately  General  Beanregard,  Major-General  Van  Dom,  and 
live  brigadier-generals.  The  law  granting  fiirlonghs  and  bounty  for 
re-enlistment  has  done  much  to  disorganize  it,  and  the  ftirlonghs  giv^ 
under  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  have  greatly  redact  its 
numerical  strength.  More  than  half  of  it  serving  under  tlie  two  distin- 
guished officers  first  mentioned  has  had  its  efficiency  impaired  by  tJieir 
removal.  More  than  half  the  remainder  would  be  similarly  affi^ted  in 
spirit  by  the  loss  of  Miy.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith.  He  is  an  officer  of  great 
ability,  and  has  carefiilly  studied  our  position.  He  is  necessary  here  as 
the  commander  of  the  main  body;  for  the  necessity  of  defending  our 
batteries  on  the  Potomac,  the  threatening  position  of  the  trooi>s  on  the 
opposite  side  of  that  river,  and  of  those  near  Alexandria  Jiave  compiled 
me  to  divide  this  army  into  two  bodies.  The  principal  one  here  requires 
such  a  man  as  Miyor-General  Smith  to  direct  it.  It  is  a  much  larger 
one,  and  it  seems  to  me  far  more  important,  requiring  greater  abiUty 
than  that  to  be  formed  near  ^loxville.  I  therefore  earnestly  suggest 
that  he  be  i>ermitted  to  remain. 

We  cannot  retreat  from  this  poinA  without  heavy  loss.  If  we  are 
beaten,  this  army  will  be  broken  up.  and  Virginia,  at  least,  lost*  Gen- 
eral Smith's  continuance  here  will  aiminish  the  chances  against  us.  I 
cannot  exercise  this  special  command,  having,  besides  Leesburg,  a  front 
of  more  than  20  miles  to  the  right  to  observe.  Having  no  competent 
staff,  I  must  depend  much,  very  much,  upon  the  officers  who  command 
here  and  near  the  Potomac.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  relied  upon  the 
season  to  prevent  action  by  the  enemy.  He  controls  the  water,  how- 
ever, and  can  move  on  the  Potomac  as  easily  now  as  in  midsummer,  and 
a  few  days  of  cold  would  make  the  ground  as  Arm  as  in  that  season. 

The  want  of  general  officers  is  felt  the  more  in  this  army  because  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  field  officers  are  absent,  sick. 

The  importance  of  this  subject  to  the  army  is  my  apology  for  bring- 
ing it  to  your  excellency's  notice.  I  regard  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  as 
absolutely  necessary  to  this  army,  and  have  written  in  the  hojie  of  con- 
vincing you  of  the  fact. 

Most  resx)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  jororsTGi^, 

OeneraL 
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Headquaetebs  Department  of  Northern  Virginia, 

CentreviUej  February  16, 1862. 

Hon.  J.  P.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
in  relation  to  Captain  Bhett^  and  that  of  Captain  Dyerle  to  you,  dated 
Febmary  8,  refeired  to  me. 

I  think  that  you  were  mistaken  in  regarding  General  Beauregard  as 
the  commander  of  these  troops.  I  have  been  so  considered  here  and  so 
styled  by  yonrselt 

More  fhrlonghs  have  already  been  granted  than  the  condition  of  the 
army  will  jnstify .  I  hope,  therefore,  ^t  yon  will  not  require  a  rule  pub- 
lished to  the  army  to  be  broken  in  the  case  of  Captain  Bhett^s  company. 
The  army  is  so  much  weakened  by  loss  of  officers  from  sickness  and  sol- 
diers on  furlough,  that  I  am  comx>elled  to  use  every  man  in  the  way  in 
which  he  can  serve  best.  It  is  essential  that  this  authority  should  not 
be  taken  from  me.  Captain  Dyerle's  company  is  serving  as  infemtry,  as 
it  engaged  to  do  for  a  year.    It  would  be  useless  as  artillery. 

The  wanting  authority  to  raise  artillery  companies  from  our  present 
force  of  infantry  has  int^ered  very  much  with  the  object  of  your  order 
No.  1.  Besides  the  persons  having  such  authority,  many  o&ers  have 
been  induced  by  their  success  to  attempt  to  form  such  companies,  and 
have  thereby  injured  the  reorganization  of  our  infiikntry.  The  infantry 
which  has  been  converted  into  artillery  is  excellent  as  such,  but  entirely 
ignorant  of  artillery.    We  therefore  lose  decidedly  by  the  change. 

The  rules  of  military  correspondence  require  that  letters  addressed  to 
you  by  members  of  this  army  should  pass  through  my  office.  Let  me 
ask,  for  the  sake  of  discipline,  that  you  have  this  rule  enforced.  It  will 
save  much  time  and  trouble,  and  create  the  belief  in  the  army  that  I  am 
its  commander,  and,  moreover,  will  enable  you  to  see  both  sides  of  every 
case  (the  military  and  personal  at  once). 

I  have  just  received  information  fh>m  General  Whiting  that  the 
enemy's  forces  near  Evansport  have  just  been  considerably  increased 
both  on  land  and  water,  and  from  (General  Jackson  that  ftt)m  Moorefleld 
the  enemy  has  a  graded  road  to  Strasburg,  passing  a  good  deal  to  the 
south  of  Winchester. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Special  Orders,  \      Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Northern  Virginia, 

No.  49.  i  February  16, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  D.  B.  Jones  is  ordered  to  report  to  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith, 
commanding  First  Division,  for  duty  with  the  brigade  recently  com- 
manded by  Brig.  Gen.  S.  Jones. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Acting  Aesistant  Adjutant-OeneraU 


Headquarters  Valley  District, 

Winchestery  Va.j  February  17,  1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  respecting  the  disposition 
of  General  Loring's  command,  has  been  received. 
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Availing  myself  of  your  permission,  I  will  retain  Shumaker's  battery ; 
the  other  troops  wUl  leave  for  their  respective  destinations,  via  the  rail- 
road,  except  those  directed  to  proceed  to  Manassas.  They  will  march 
via  snicker's  Gap. 

The  enemy,  under  General  Lander,  after  taking  possession  of  Bloom- 
ery  Gap,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  fell  back,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  cavalry,  to  Paw  Paw.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he 
commands  al)oat  12]|(X)0  troops,  scattered  along  the  fr9ntier  of  the  dis- 
trict  and  west  of  W'illiamsport,  his  main  force  being  at  Paw  Paw.  So 
long  as  the  communications  by  railroad  with  the*  west  remain  unbroken, 
he  can  supply  himself  from  that  direction.  From  information  received 
he  is  reconstructing  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Big  Gacapon.  From 
last  accounts  the  Federal  forces  had  left  New  Creek  and  the  mouth  of 
Patterson's  Greek;  theirmovements  are  towards  Morgan  County.  Things 
are  quiet  along  the  frontier  of  Berkeley  and  Jefferson  Counties.  I  have 
no  satisfactory  means  of  estimating  the  number  of  the  enemy  between 
Hancock  and  the  Blue  Bidge. 

There  should  not  be  less  than  9,000  troops  under  my  command,  for 
Lander  may  ooncentrate  all  his  command  at  Paw  Paw,  seize  Bloomery 
Pass,  and  by  a  graded  road  advance  on  this  place.  You  know  how 
Banks  could  co-operate  in  such  a  movement  from  Williamsport  and  even 
by  Harper's  Ferry. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major- OeneraL 

WiNOHESTEE,  Va.,  February  18,  1862. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General  :  I  have  received  information  that  there  is  below  Wash- 
ington another  brigade  besides  Sickles',  and  that  they  are  provided 
with  pontoon  trains,  by  which  they  can  cross  their  artillery  and  other 
force  in  about  four  hours,  and  that  they  design  doing  so  in  the  night 
at  three  or  four  different  points,  and  that  the  &st  favorable  night  is  the 
time  fixed  upon ;  that  the  crossing  is  to  be  followed  by  the  occupation 
of  Fredericksburg. 

The  First  Tennessee  leaves  for  Knoxville  at  dawn  to-morrow  morn- 
ing^ would  have  left  this  morning,  but  I  thought  it  best  not  to  move 
until  something  could  be  heard  respecting  the  time  when  the  cars  could 
receive  them,  as  the  weather  has  been  very  bad  and  the  troops  are  com- 
fortable in  their  present  x>osition,  and  are  within  a  day's  march  of  Stras- 
burg. 

To-morrow  at  10  a.  m.  the  First  G^rgia  will  leave,  and  the  regiments 
for  General  Holmes  will  move  in  time  for  their  railroad  transportation, 
as  there  is  no  evidence  of  an  immediate  move  on  this  place. 

I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  the  information  respecting  the 
crossing  of  the  Potomac  below  you,  but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  make 
mention  of  it.    The  information  is  that  the  crossing  is  to  be  at  night. 

The  troops  for  Manassas  can  leave  at  any  time  via  Snicker's  Gap,  as 
the  boats  now  there  will  transport  250  infantry  per  trip;  but  unless  I 
receive  further  instructions  fh>m  you  I  will  keep  tiiem,  as  you  directed, 
until  after  tbe  regiments  for  the  Aquia  District  leave. 
Bespectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-Generah 


Chap.  XIV.]  CORRESPONDEKCE,   ETC.— CONFEDERATE.  1077 

Special  Obdebs,  \  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Office, 

No.  40.  )  Biehnumdj  February  18, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

XYIII.  Briffadier-Oeneral  Wise,  with  the  Legion  ander  his  present 
command,  exclasivo  of  the  light  battery  companies,  will  proceed  with 
the  least  practicable  delay  to  Manassas,  and  report  to  General  J.  E. 

Johnston,  commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerdl. 


BlGHMom),  Ya.,  February  19, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  CentreviUej  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  received  year  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  reported  removal  of  General  G.  W.  Smith  to  East  Tennessee. 

I  have  not  intended  to  withdraw  Choral  Smith  from  yonr  command, 
and  with  regret  have  taken  others. 

Thanking  you  for  the  inclosures  referred  to  in  yonr  postscript,  I  re- 
mm  them  in  accordance  with  request  thereon.  I  am  very  anxious  to 
see  yon.  Events  have  cast  on  our  arms  and  our  hopes  the  gloomiest 
shadows,  and  at  such  a  time  we  must  show  redoubled  energy  and  reso- 
lution. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


Heabqtjastebs  Distbict  of  Lewisbubg, 

Lewisburg^  February  20, 1862. 

General  S.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Bichmandj  Va. : 

General  :  I  propose  to  lay  before  the  War  Department  all  the  reli- 
able information  that  I  have  been  able  to  gather  since  my  arrival  in  this 
district  and  my  views  necessary  for  its  defense. 

The  available  force  of  the  enemy  in  my  front  is  between  4,000  and 
5,000  men.  At  present  his  force  is  scattered,  but  can  be  concentrated 
at  any  one  of  the  points  named  in  from  four  to  five  days. 

The  headquarters  of  the  general  commanding  (Cox)  is  at  Charleston, 
where  he  has  one  regiment ;  one  regiment  is  between  that  x>oint  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Kanawha  River ;  one  is  at  or  near  Granley  Bridge ;  one  at 
Fayette  Court-House;  one  at  Raleigh  Court-House ;  one  at  Summers- 
ville.  Everything  that  I  hear,  and  from  the  undoubted  fact  that  the 
enemy  has  accumulated  and  is  still  transporting  large  quantities  of 
army  supplies  of  all  descriptions,  including  wagons^  &c.,  to  his  depot 
at  Gauley  Bridge,  justifies  me  in  concluding  that  he  intends  making  an 
early  movement  in  the  spring ;  or  sooner,  if  the  roads  will  permit. 

By  examining  the  map,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are  two  routes  leadr 
ing  from  his  depot  at  Gauley  Bridge  by  which  he  can  advance.  The 
first  (and  I  conceive  the  most  important)  is  through  Raleigh  Court-House, 
now  in  his  possession,  to  Pack's  Feny,  and  thence  by  Peterstown  to 
Dublin  Depot,  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  or  preferably 
Irom  Raleigh  to  Princeton,  the  county  seat  of  Mercer,  where  the  roads 
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fork,  enabling  him  to  choose  the  road  to  Dublin  via  the  month  of  East 
Eiver  and  Giles  Court-Housef  or  the  road  leading  to  Wytheville.  A 
sncoessf ol  advance  on  either  of  the  above  routes  places  him  in  command 
of  Uie  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Bailroad  at  those  points.  The  second 
line  will  be  over  the  James  Biver  and  Kanawha  tnmpike,  threatening 
Lewisbnrg.  the  White  Snlphnr  Springs,  Covington,  and  the  Virginia 
Central  Railroad  at  its  present  terminus--Jack8on's  River. 

My  opinion  is  that  the  enemy  will  make  simultaneously  a  movement 
on  botii  of  the  above  lines.  The  force  defending  the  approaches  to 
Lewisbnrg  can  be  of  no  assistance  to  that  defending  the  roads  leading 
to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  separated,  as  they  will  be,  by  a 
distance  of  ^m  60  to  80  mUes,  with  a  high  range  of  mountains  inter- 
vening. Our  force  in  this  district  consists  of  the  Eighth  Vir^iaCavalry 
(Jenifer's)  and  the  Forty-fifth  Virginia  Regimen^  guarding  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  and  Uie  Twen^second  Virginia 
Regiment  (Patton's)  at  this  place,  numoering,  all  told,  about  1,500  men. 
The  enemy  can,  by  steamboats,  throw  any  amount  of  force  he  sees 
proper,  or  has  disposable,  to  his  depot  at  Oauley  Bridge.  To  resist  sue- 
cessfally  an  advance,  an  adequate  force  must  be  sent  to  protect  these 
two  lines. 

Here  it  becomes  my  duty  to  mention  a  fact  which  only  a  sense  of  duty 
dictates.  The  people  of  this  country  show  an  indifference  to  its  &te 
which  amounts  almost  to  apathy.  A  few  weeks  since,  when  Lewisbui^ 
was  threatened  by  an  advancing  foe,  with' orders  to  bum,  if  they  could 
not  hold,  the  town,  only  two  men  of  some  300  able  to  bear  arms  joined 
the  regiment  that  advanced  to  defend  their,  homes. 

My  plan  for  defending  the  two  lines  above  referred  to  is  this :  As  soon 
as  I  can  procure  the  necessary  tools  I  propose  throwing  up  field  works 
some  6  or  8  miles  in  advance  of  Lewisburg.  I  shall  pursue  the  same 
I>olicy  on  the  approaches  to  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad.  I 
hope  that  this  plan  will  give  confidence  to  the  community ;  it  will  cer- 
tainly give  them  the  opportunity  of  having  points  on  which  they  can 
rally  for  the  defense  of  their  hearth-stones.  I  regret  at  this  time,  when 
every  available  regiment  is  required  for  the  defense  of  points  actually 
threatened,  to  make  a  call  on  the  Department  for  troops.  The  day  on 
which  the  enemy  will  commence  a  forward  movement  will  be  determined 
simply  by  the  condition  of  the  roads.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood 
that  there  is  an  immediate  necessity  for  additional  troops  in  this  coun- 
try. The  roads,  which  are  now  in  very  bad  condition,  are  usually  pass- 
able by  the  1st  of  April.  Anticipating  by  that  time  re-enforcements,  i 
shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  throwing  forward  supplies  on 
the  James  River  and  Kanawha  turnpike  and  on  the  approaches  to  the 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad.  I  shall  attempt,  through  the  influ- 
ential men  of  both  sections,  to  arouse  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  dan- 
ger and  the  necessity  of  aiding  in  defending  their  homes. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HETH, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 


Special  Obdebs,  )    Hdqbs.  Dep't  of  Nobthebn  Vibginia* 

No.  56.  )  February  21,  1862. 

I.  M%j.  Cen.  E.  E.  Smith  is  relieved  from  duty  with  this  department, 
and  will  proceed  to  Richmond  and  rexK)rt  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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II.  M%j.  Qea.  B.  S.  Ewell  will  aasnme  oommaad  of  the  Third  Division 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
AeHng  Assistant  AdjutanUGeneraL 


HEADQUABTEBSy  ManoBiOMj  Fdnruary  22,  18G2. 
His  Excellency: 

Mr.  President  :  The  condition  of  the  country  is  even  worse  now 
than  I  described  it  to  be  and  rain  is  falling  fut.  I  fear  that  field 
artillery  near  the  Potomac  cannot  be  moved  soon. 

The  enemy  may  not  allow  ns  much  time  for  changes  of  position.  He 
has  been  more  active  than  nsnal  lately.  It  is  reported  that  a  picket  of 
8  men  was  captured  this  morning  near  Fair&x  Gourt-Honse.  Becon- 
naissances  on  the  Lower  Occoquan  and  on  the  Potomac  have  been  fre- 
qaent,  tlie  latter  in  balloons  as  well  as  boats.  Two  of  the  three  guns 
at  Cockpit  Point  are  bnrsted;  one  (a  rifle)  partially. 

Let  me  suggest,  most  respectfully,  that  several  general  officers  are 
required  here.  I  have  repeatedly  reported  the  &ct  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment. I  beg  you  also  to  have  orders  expedited  for  the  assignment  of 
engineer  officers  to  my  command.  It  is  of  great  importance  that  their 
services  should  commence  immediately. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

QeneraL 


>mi* 


Centbeville,  February  23, 1SG2, 
His  Excellency: 

Mr.  President  :  In  the  present  condition  of  the  country  the  orders 
you  have  given  me  cannot  be  executed  promptly,  if  at  all.  Well-mounted 
officers  from  the  neighborhood  of  Dumfries  report  that  they  could  travel 
no  faster  than  at  the  rate  of  12  miles  in  6}  hours. 

I  believe  that  the  guns  on  the  Potomac  have  very  little  effect.  Vessels 
pass  the  batteries  at  night  without  much  damage. 

The  matter  which  you  wished  to  keep  secret  was  reported  at  Dumfries 
by  an  officer  who  left  Bichmond  on  Thursday.  I  was  informed  of  it  iu 
the  train  within  20  miles  of  liichmond  as  under  discussion  in  the  Cabi- 
net. Major-General  Jackson  reported  on  the  20th  and  on  the  21st  that 
there  are  indications  of  an  advance  upon  Winchester  by  the  road  from 
Bloomery  Pass,  north  of  Bomney.  The  railroad  has  been  repaired  to 
Hancock,  so  that  Lander  and  WilUams  have  easy  communication.  Upon 
a  similar  report  a  week  ago  he  was  authorized  to  retain  the  Virginia 
regiments  formerly  under  Brigadier-General  Loring's  command. 
Most  resi>ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

General, 


[Winchestee  Va.,]  February  24, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

General  :  First  Lieutenant  James  K.  Boswell.  of  the  Provisional 
Engineers,  is  directed  to  report  to  me  for  duty.    I  nave  plenty  of  work 
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for  him,  bat  if  you  desire  additional  fortifications  constracted  for  the 
defense  of  Winchester,  please  state  what  shall  be  their  character,  and  I 
will  put  him  at  work  immediately  after  his  arriral.  The  subject  of  for- 
tifN^ing  is  of  such  importance  as  to  induce  me  to  consult  you  before 
moving  in  the  matter.  If  you  think  that  this  place  will  be  adequately 
re-enforced  if  attacked,  then  it  appears  to  me  that  it  should  be  strongly 
fortified.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  enemy  design  advancing  on 
this  place  in  large  force.  The  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Hegi- 
ments  loft,  via  Snicker's  Gap,  for  Manassas  on  the  22d.  The  remaining 
part  of  General  Loring's  command  can  move  at  any  time,  but  I  deem  it 
prudent  to  retain  them  until  other  troops  arrive,  or  until  something  fur- 
ther is  heard  fh>m  you  respecting  their  marching.  The  Third  Arkansas 
Begiment  left  here  on  tiie  22d  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  cars  at  7 
a.  m.  this  morning,  at  Strasbnrg,  en  route  for  Fredericksburg.  General 
Holmes  requested  that  the  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Tennessee  Kegi- 
ments  should  move  to  Manassas,  where  they  should  halt  until  they  shoi^d 
receive  orders  to  go  to  Evansport. 

I  am  making  arrangements  to  construct,  if  practicable,  a  raft  bridge 
at  Gastleman's,  so  the  troops  at  Leesburg  and  this  place  can  co-oi^erate 
with  the  least  loss  of  time.  If  tJie  two  places  were  connected  by  tele- 
graph several  hours  would  be  saved.  From  last  advices  3,U00  of  the 
troops  that  were  at  Patterson's  Creek  had  gone  west,  and  I  suppose 
that  their  destination  was  Kentucky.  I  have  understood  that  a  large 
force  is  being  sent  to  that  region  from  the  Federal  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac. My  opinion  is  that  Lander  relies  on. Banks  for  re«uforcements 
since  the  completion  of  the  railroad  to  Hancock,  and  that  the  boats  of 
which  I  recently  spoke  to  you  answer  the  double  purpose  of  receiving 
re-enforcemeuts  and  also  of  retreating  to  the  north  side  of  the  Potomac 
in  case  of  a  reverse. 

From  last  advices  there  were  about  600  of  the  enemy  at  New  Greek 
and  Piedmont:  only  guards  at  Cumberland,  Patterson's  Creek,  and 
North  Branch  Bailroad  Bridge  below  Cumberland ;  about  400  are  near 
the  mouth  of  the  South  Branch  recruiting,  mo\ing  firom£arm  to  farm  as 
they  consume  the  forage. 

Bespectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Major-  OemeraL 


Wab  Depabtment,  G.  S.  A., 

Bichmondj  7a.,  FelMruary  25y  1SG2. 

To  the  Pbesident: 

Sib  :  In  resx>onse  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  19th  instant,  asking  that  the  President  communicate  the  report 
of  M£^.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Jackson  respecting  the  recent  operations  of  the 
division  under  his  command  in  the  Valley  District  of  Virginia;  also  re- 
X>ort  of  Col.  George  Lay,  inspector-general  of  the  Department  of  North- 
em  Virginia,  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Valley  District,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report: 

1st.  That  Msyor-General  Jackson  has  made  no  such  report  to  this  De- 
partment as  is  above  called  for. 

2d.  That  the  report  of  Colonel  Lay,  made  without  actual  inspection 
on  his  part  of  any  portion  of  the  army  under  General  Loring's  command, 
and  composed  in  a  great  degree  of  ex-parte  statements  of  other  officens, 
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is  not  of  such  nature  as  can  be  communicated  to  the  House  without 
detriment  to  the  public  service. 

I  am.  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  Wa/r. 


Gentbeville,  Va.,  February  25, 1862. 
dreneral  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Gtoeral  Hnger,  at  Norfolk, 
viz: 

NoBFOLK,  February  2S,  1883. 
Geoeral  S.  Coofxb: 

I  have  jnst  learned  thiongh  »  reliable  penon  who  has  joBt  arrived  bv  flag  of  trace 
that  large  means  of  transportaUon  have  been  sent  from  Baltimore  and  Hagerstown, 
Md.y  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  troops  to  Hancock,  and  from  thence  to  l^  thrown 
across  tiie  river  to  attack  Winchester,  va.,  which  they  expect  to  have  in  a  few  days. 

B£NJ.  HUGEB. 

Ton  are  authorized  by  the  Department  to  withdraw  the  troox>s  from 
the  Valley  District  should  you  deem  proper. 

S.  COOPEE. 


Headquarters, 
Centrevilley  February  25, 1862. 
His  Excellency  the  President  : 

I  respectfully  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report  by  Major-General  Jackson.* 

Brigadier-General  Whiting  informs  me  that  Brigadier-General  French 
and  Captain  Ghatard  think  it  impracticable  to  make  the  desired  move- 
ment by  water.  I  submit  General  French's  letter  on  the  subjectt  GThe 
land  transportation  would,  it  seems  to  me,  require  too  much  time  and 
labor,  even  were  the  roads  tolerable.  They  are  not  now  practicable  for 
our  field  artillery  with  their  teams  of  four  horses. 

The  army  is  crippled  and  its  discipline  greatly  impaired  by  the  want  of 
general  officers.  The  four  regiments  observing  the  fords  of  the  Lower 
Occoquan  are  commanded  by  a  lieutenant-colonel ;  and,  besides,  a  divis- 
ion of  five  brigades  is  without  generals;  and  at  least  half  the  field  offi- 
cers are  absent — generally  sick. 

The  accumulation  of  subsistence  stores  at  Manassas  is  now  a  great 
evil.  The  Commissary-General  was  requested  more  than  once  to  sus- 
pend those  supplies.  A  very  extensive  meat-packing  establishment  at 
Thoroughfare  is  also  a  great  incumbrance.  The  great  quantities  of  per- 
sonal property  in  our  camps  is  a  still  greater  one.  Much  of  both  kinds 
of  property  must  be  sacrificed  in  the  contemplated  movement. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

General. 


Engineer  Bureau, 
Bichmondj  February  25, 1862. 
General  Joseph  B.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia : 

General  :  I  have  exerted  myself  to  supply  you  promptly  with  com- 
petent engineers,  but  have  only  partially  succeeded.    The  gi^eatest  diffi- 

*  Probably  that  of  Fobraary  21,  of  operations  siDce  November  4  in  the  Valley  Dis- 
trict.   See  p.  389. 
t  Not  lonnd. 
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culty  I  have  not  been  able  to  overcome — ^tliat  of  sending  yon  a  soitabie 
chief  to  direct  them.  After  much  thought  I  most  respectfully  make  the 
following  suggestion :  In  a  matter  of  such  importance,  could  not  a  brig- 
adier-general oe  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  as  your  chief  engineer! 
General  Whiting,  m^jor  of  Engineers,  C.  S.  A.j  would  doubtless  render 
great  service  in  that  capacity.  Should  it  be  too  inconvenient  to  detail 
him  temporarily,  (General  B.  E.  Bodes  is  most  admirably  fitted  for  the 
position  by  talent,  education,  and  exx>erience.  He  is  an  engineer  of 
great  attainments,  accustomed  to  organizing  and  directing  engineering 
enterprises,  and  I  feel  perfectly  certain,  from  personal  knowledge,  just 
such  a  man  as  you  need  in  this  crisis.  He  can  also  probably  saggest  to 
you  the  names  of  several  capable  engineers  on  other  duty  under  your 
command,  and  thus  augment  the  list  of  available  officers  given  on  the 
next  page. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  

A.  L.  BIVES, 
Acting  Chief  Engineer  BureaitL 


Hbadquartebs, 
CentreviUe^  February  27, 18G2. 

[General  W.  H.  0.  Whiting:] 

My  Deab  General  :  Yours  of  yesterday  was  received  last  fnight]. 

Your  picture  is  dmrk.  I  have  others  to  look  at  which  are  so  likewise; 
none,  however,  so  much  so  as  yours. 

I  don't  know  why  you  seem  to  suppose  a  change  of  intention  in  speak- 
ing of  not  putting  Hood  in  command  on  the  Occoquan.  It  seems  to  me 
during  Colonel  Hampton's  illness  that  it  is  especially  important,  con- 
nected with  necessary  preparatioos.  You  know  the  matter  which  you 
came  up  to  have  explained  is  a  measure  of  the  Government.  wbi<^  I 
can't  change,  although  I  wish  most  heartily  that  Mc  woula.  K  we 
could  beat  him,  we  might  move  at  our  leisure.  In  the  other  event  all 
embarrassments  of  transportation  would  be  removed  and  the  way  to 
the  rear  pass^  over  expeditiously. 

I  am  trying  to  get  additional  transportation,  but  the  quantity  must 
be  veiy  small.  The  want  of  an  efficient  staff  is  now  more  seriously 
felt  than  ever. 

The  time  must  depend  upon  the  rate  of  preparation,  which  has,  so 
far.  been  even  slower  than  I  expected.  Three  days  absolutely  lost, 
and  enormous  supplies  to  remove.  You  must  prepare  as  well  as  you 
caD.  I  will  send  you  such  help  as  I  can,  but  hope  to  be  able  to  aftbrd 
little  only. 

In  case  of  advance,  look  that  we  are  not  separated.  If  the  enemy's 
army  is  divided,  the  (listance  between  ought  not  to  be  so  great  as  from 
this  turnpike  to  the  Telegraph  road.  The  two  portions  would  have 
one  first  object — to  defeat  our  army.  The  batteries  are  taken  thereby. 
Bemember  I  have  always  urged  the  importance  of  your  watching  that 
they  do  not  get  between  us  by  Wolf  Bun  and  Bacon  Bace.  It  is  all- 
important. 

In  regard  to  the  march  of  the  Occoquan  troops,  if  it  can  be  ex- 
pedited by  taking  the  course  you  suggest,  I  am  willing.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  roads,  which  I  cannot  answer.  The  farther  west  they  can  strike 
the  railroad  the  better. 

The  orders  here,  given  by  division  commanders,  are  to  put  the  troops 
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in  "light  marching  order^"  Suppose  yon  give  similar  ones  to  be  exe- 
cuted so  £ftr  as  your  means  of  transportation  will  permit. 
The  troops  on  the  Occoqoan  belong  to  your  command. 
The  enemy  is  in  force  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  also  at  Hancock  and 
Frederick.  Many  wagons  have  been  sent  fh>m  Baltimore  to  Hagers- 
town.  They  will  soon  move  upon  Winchesteri  so  threatening  oar  left 
flank. 

Tell  French  to  make  his  command,  so  £Eur  as  he  can,  ready  to  join 
General  Holmes  at  a  moment's  notice.  I  write  him  a  note  to  that  effect. 
His  movements  mast  correspond  in  time  with  yours.  He  will  receive 
intimation  from  you. 

Very  truly,  yoors. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeuercil* 


Please  inclose  the  accompanying  note  to  Brif^ier-General  French. 
Banks  telegraphs  new  Cabinet :  Beojamin,  Secretary  of  State ;  Lee 
B.  £.),  of  War;  General  Baudolph,  Navy;  Memminger,  Treasury;  H. 
•  Johnson,  Attorney-General;  Henry,  Postmaster-General. 


V' 


Headquarters, 
CentreviUBy  February  2S,  1862. 

Mr.  President:  I  regret  to  be  unable  to  make  a  favorable  report 
of  tiie  progress  of  our  preparations  to  execute  your  plans.  The  want 
of  an  efficient  staff  and  the  wretched  mismanagement  of  the  railroad 
are  the  causes  and  our  endeavoring  to  save  as  much  as  possible  of  the 
great  amount  of  public  property  collected  here. 

General  Hill  reported  to  me  to-day  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  having  crossed  the  Potomac  on  a  pontoon  bridge;  they 
occupied  Oharlestown  yesterday;  I  am  not  informed  if  in  force.  Should 
they  move  direcUy  upon  Winchester  from  that  point  as  well  as  Han- 
cock, our  left  would  be  so  threatened  as  to  compel  the  movement  you 
have  ordered  without  further  delay. 

General  Whiting  writes  that  it  is  impossible,  with  any  means  at  our 
control,  to  remove  the  heavy  guns.  As  I  remarked  to  you,  orally,  the 
measure  must  be  attended  with  great  sacrifice  of  property,  and  x>erhap8 
much  saflering. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OctierdL 


EiGHMom),  Va.,  February  28,  1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  OammaTuling  Department,  dtc. : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  yours  of  the  22d,  23d,  and  25th, 
with  inclosures.  The  last-named  letter  is  without  a  signature.  From 
these  it  appears  that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  in  your  fh>nt  and  push- 
ing his  reconnaissance  closely  and  actively. 

Your  opinion  that  your  position  may  be  turned  whenever  the  enemy 
shall  choose  to  advance,  and  that  he  will  be  ready  to  take  the  field  before 
yourself,  so  clearly  indicate  prompt  effort  to  disencumber  yourself  of 
everything  which  would  interfere  with  your  rapid  movement  when 
necessary,  and  such  thoroagh  examination  of  the  country  in  year  rear 
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88  would  give  yoa  exact  knowledge  of  its  roads  and  general  topograpby, 
and  enable  you  to  select  a  line  of  greater  natural  advantages  than  that  now 
occupied  by  your  forces.  The  heavy  guns  at  Manassas  and  Evansport, 
needed  elsewhere  and  reported  to  be  useless  in  their  present  x)osition, 
would  necessarily  be  abandoned  in  any  hasty  retreat  I  regret  that  you 
find  it  impossible  to  move  them.  The  subsistence  stores  should,  when 
removed,  be  plaoed  in  position  to  answer  your  future  wants ;  those  can- 
not be  determined  until  you  have  furnished  definite  information  aa  to 
your  plans,  especially  the  line  to  which  you  would  remove  in  the  con- 
tingency of  retiring.  The  Commissary-General  had  previously  stopiiod 
further  shipments  to  your  army,  and  gives  satisfactory  reasons  for  the 
establishment  of  a  packing  establishment  at  Thoroughfare. 

Increased  efinort  has  recently  been  made  to  raise  men  in  this  State, 
and  it  has  even  been  promised  that  your  force  should  be  raised  to  more 
than  100,000  efi'ective  troops.  If  that  were  done,  your  present  position 
would  answer  the  purpose  for  which  it  seemed  to  me  suited — a  base  from 
which  to  advance  in  co-operation  with  the  armies  of  Aqnia  and  the 
valley. 

In  the  mean  time,  and  with  your  present  force,  you  cannot  secure  your 
communication  fc»m  the  enemy,  and  may  at  any  time,  when  he  can  pass 
to  your  rear,  be  compelled  to  retreat  at  the  sacrifice  of  your  siege  train 
and  army  stores,  and  without  any  preparation  on  a  second  line  to  receive 
your  army  as  it  retired.  As  heretofore  stated  in  conversation  with  you, 
it  is  needful  that  the  armies  on  the  north,  the  east,  and  the  proximate 
south  of  this  capital  should  be  so  disposed  as  to  sup|)ort  each  oUier. 
WiUi  their  present  strength  and  position  the  armies  under  your  com- 
mand are  entirely  separated  firom  the  others. 

Threatened  as  we  are  by  a  large  force  on  the  southeast,  you  must  see 
the  hazard  of  your  position,  by  its  liability  to  isolation  and  attack  in 
rear,  should  we  be  beaten  on  the  lines  south  and  east  of  Richmond;  and 
that  reflection  is  connected  with  consideration  of  the  &tal  effect  which  the 
disaster  contemplated  would  have  upon  the  cause  of  the  Confedecacy. 
Two  questions  Uierefore  press  upon  us  ibr  solution.  First,  how  can  your 
army  best  serve  to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  enemy  while  the  want  of 
force  compels  you  to  stand  on  the  defensive!  Second,  what  dispositions 
can  you  and  should  you  make  to  enable  you  most  promptly  to  co-operate 
with  other  columns,  in  the  event  of  disaster  to  their  forces  or  to  youis, 
and  of  consequent  danger  to  the  capital  f 

I  need  not  urge  on  your  consideration  the  value  to  our  country  of  arms 
and  munitions  of  war.  You  know  the  difSculty  with  which  we  have 
obtained  our  present  small  supply,  and  that  to  fhrnish  heavy  artillery 
to  the  advanced  posts  we  have  exhausted  the  supplies  here,  which  were 
designed  for  the  armament  of  the  city  defenses.  Whatever  can  be  should 
be  done  to  avoid  the  loss  of  those  guns.  The  letter  of  General  Jackson 
presents  the  danger  with  which  he  is  threatened  and  the  force  he  re- 
quires to  meet  it.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  I  have  not  the 
force  to  send,  and  have  no  other  hope  of  his  re-enforcement  than  by 
the  militia  of  the  valley.  Assurances  have  been  given  to  me  that  they 
were  rallying  to  his  support,  but  you  are  no  doubt  aware  of  what  has 
been  done  and  is  doing  in  that  regard. 

Anxious  as  heretofore  to  hold  and  defend  the  valley,  that  object  must 
be  so  pursued  as  to  avoid  the  sacrifice  of  the  army  now  holding  it  or  the 
loss  of  the  arms  in  store  and  in  use  there. 

As  has  been  my  custom,  I  have  only  sought  to  present  general  pur- 
poses and  views.  I  rely  upon  your  special  knowledge  and  high  ability 
to  efiect  whatever  is  practicable  in  this  our  hour  of  need. 
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Becent  disasters  have  depressed  the  wea^k  and  are  depriving  ns  of  the 
aid  of  the  wavering;  traitors  show  the  tendencies  heretofore  concealed, 
and  the  selfish  grow  clamorous  for  IogblL  and  personal  interests.  At  sach 
an  hoar  the  wisidom  of  the  trained  and  the  steadiness  of  the  brave  pos- 
sess a  double  vaJue. 

The  military  paradox,  that  impossibilities  must  be  rendered  i>08sible, 
had  never  better  occasion  for  its  application. 

The  engineers  for  whom  yon  asked  have  been  ordered  to  report  to 
yon,  and  farther  additions  will  be  made  to  your  list  of  brigadier-generals. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  often  and  fhlly. 
Very  truly  and  respectfully,  yours, 

JEFFEBSON  DAVIS. 


Centbeyille,  F^}ruary  28,  18G2. 
General  Whitixg  : 

Mt  Dear  General  :  Yours  of  yesterday  was  received  this  afternoon. 
I  inclose  your  statement  in  Major  Humphrey's  case ;  it  had  been  mislaid. 

The  passage  you  quote  from  my  letter  of  yesterday  refers  only  to  the 
case  of  our  being  attacked  in  our  present  position :  not  to  what  might 
happen  on  a  march.  I  mean  by  ^^  this  turnpike  "  that  through  Fairfax 
Court-House. 

Publish  nothing  about  the  move  until  we  are  all  ready.  We  may  in- 
deed have  to  start  before  we  are  ready.  General  Hill  reports  that  the 
enemy  has  crossed  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry  on  a  pontoon  bridge, 
and  yesterday  occupied  Gharlestown.  His  scout  reported  the  size  of  the 
train  of  the  latter  troops  seventy-two  wagons.  He  is  also  occupying 
the  Loudoun  Heights.  If  he  drives  Jackson  out  of  Winchester  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  fall  back  at  once.  I  have  some  apprehension  that  he 
may  attempt  the  turning  operation  through  Loudoun  by  crossing  the 
Shenandoah  and  taking  the  road  at  the  end  of  the  mountain. 

Your  order  of  march  is  good  and  your  arrangements  judicious ;  only 
don't  publish  anything  untfi  it  is  necessary.  Make  no  unnecessaiy  con- 
fidences. 

I  propose  to  let  G.  W.  [Smith]  and  Longstreet  follow  this  turnpike, 
and  the  remaining  troops  the  railroad  and  country  road  near  it,  using 
the  cars  to  some  extent  for  baggage  wagons. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

GeneraL 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  a  note  from  Stuart's  man 
Burke,  whom  I  sent  up  as  a  scout,  written  in  Berry ville  yesterday.  He 
says  that  the  bridge  at  Harper's  Ferry  is  of  canal-boats ;  that  the  enemy's 
pickets  are  3  miles  out ;  that  a  large  party  of  their  cavalry  had  on  the 
27th  come  within  3  miles  of  Gharlestown,  sending  a  party  of  25  into  the 
town,  who  carried  off  3  prisoners. 

Hurry  Archie  Cole.  We  have  a  few  horses  to  distribute  after  his  in- 
spection. 


Special  Oqdebs,  )       Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Nobthebn  Vieginia, 
Ko.  d3.  )  February  28, 1862. 

L  Brig.  Oten.  George  E.  Pickett,  P.  A.  C.  S.,  is  assigned  to  duty  with 
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the  Second  Division  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  report  to  Miy .  Gen. 

James  Longstreet,  commanding. 

•  •••••  • 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
AcHng  A^sktant  A^^utamt-O^ieraL 


Ah9traoiflrom  retmrn  of  ikt  Dtpwrtmimi  of  Nor^iem  Firyinio,  Gemeral  Jot^h  B.  Joluuio% 
C,  8,  Arwu/jf,  wmmamdiMg,  for  tke  numik  of  FArmargf  1862. 
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Total TTt! 


Headquarters, 
CentreviUey  March  1, 1862. 

Mr.  President  :  I  ask  permission  to  call  yonr  attention  to  practices 
prevailing  at  the  War  Department  which  are  disorganizing  in  their 
effects  upon  this  army  and  destmctive  to  its  discipline. 

Orders  of  the  War  Department  are  received  daily  granting  leaves  of 
absence  and  furloughs  and  detailing  soldiers  for  some  service  away 
from  their  companies,  based  upon  applications  made  directly  to  the  hon- 
orable Secreta:^  of  War,  without  the  knowledge  of  commanding  officers 
and  in  violation  of  the  Army  Regulations  on  this  subject.  The  object  of 
this  wholesome  rule,  which  was  to  give  the  Government  the  right  to  be 
heard  through  its  officers,  is  defeat^,  the  Department  acting  upon  mere 
ex  parte  statements.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  reference  to  furloughs, 
their  arrival  being  usually  the  first  intimation  of  an  application. 

Of  still  more  ii^ury  to  the  army,  because  destructive  of  its  organiza- 
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tion,  is  the  piactice  of  giving  aathority  to  officers  or  soldiers  to  raise 
oompanies  in  the  different  one-year  regiments,  nsnallj,  frequently  at 
least,  to  be  converted  into  artillery.  In  this  way  the  reorganization  of 
our  excellent  infontxy  is  interfered  with,  and  artillery  oompanies  organ- 
ized, which  will  be  no  better  than  if  formed  of  new  volonteers.  Ttus  is 
in  violation,  too,  of  the  law  ^^  granting  fturlonghs,"  &c.,  which  distinctly 
limits  the  period  for  reorganization  to  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the 
present  enlistment.  The  terms  of  service  of  some  of  these  regiments 
do  not  expire  ontil  July  and  Angnst. 

This  practice  is  also  in  direct  opposition  to  the  regulations  of  the  War 
Department  on  this  subject  of  re-enlistments,  which  I  am  required  to 
canry  into  effect.  This  system  absolutely  cultivates  discontent  and  dis- 
satisfoction  among  the  men.  It  has  been  my  aim,  so  fiftr  as  practicable 
and  the  laws  permitted,  to  preserve  the  present  organization.  The  rea- 
son for  this  it  is  unnecessary  to  present  to  you,  a  trained  soldier.  But 
this  object  cannot  be  even  approximately  attained  if  the  present  prac- 
tices at  the  War  Department  are  continued. 

The  object  of  the  Provisional  Congress  in  authorizing  persons  to  raise 
troops  and  giving  contingent  commissions  was,  as  I  understood  it,  to 
procure  addHional  troops,  new  levies,  and  was  not  designed  to  interfere 
with  the  present  organization  of  the  army. 

My  object  in  writing  to  your  excellency  on  this  subject  is  to  invoke 
your  protection  of  the  discipline  and  organization  of  this  army.  My 
position  makes  me  responsible  for  the  former,  but  the  corresponding 
authority  has  been  taken  from  me.  Let  me  urge  its  restoration.  The 
course  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  not  only  impaired  discipline,  but 
deprived  me  of  the  influence  in  the  army,  without  which  there  can  be 
little  hope  of  success.  I  have  respectfully  remonstrated  with  the  hon- 
orable Secretary,  but  without  securing  his  notice. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OenerdL 


WiNCHEbTEB,  Va.,  March  3, 1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

OomnuiTuling  Department  of  Virginia : 

Dear  GENESAii :  This  morning  I  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  in- 
stant.* I  do  not  believe  that  the  enemy  will  occupy  Millwood  so  long 
as  we  are  in  possession  of  Winchester.  Should  I  have  to  leave  this  place 
and  fall  back  beyond  the  line  of  Strasburg  and  Front  Boyal,  I  will,  if 
the  condition  of  the  roads  will  admit  of  it,  follow  the  SouUi  Branch  of 
the  Shenandoah  j  if  not,  I  will,  unless  otherwise  directed,  move  along 
the  Valley  turnpike.  Upon  reaching  Xew  Market,  which  is  8  miles  be- 
yond Mount  Jackson,  I  will  have  a  choice  of  good  roads,  one  leading 
to  Luray,  which  \&  on  the  east  side  of  the  South  Branch  or  the  Shenan- 
doah. Luray  is  36  miles,  I  understand,  from  Culpeper  Oourt-House, 
and  the  two  points  connected  by  a  good  road.  After  leaving  New  Mar- 
ket another  good  road  can,  if  nece^ssary,  be  followed,  so  as  to  strike  the 
South  Branch  a  little  higher  up,  and  passes  through  Madison  Court- 
House,  and  so  on  to  Gordonsville. 

My  position  at  Kew  Market  would  also  enable  me  to  move  on  towards 
Staunton,  if  the  enemy  should  move  in  that  direction*    My  principal 

*  Not  foond. 
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depot  is  being  established  at  Monnt  Jackson.    From  that  point  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  move  the  stores  in  any  direction  required  on  good  roads. 

Shall  I  leave  the  valley  and  cross  the  Blae  Bidge,  if  necessary  for 
the  pnrpose  of  keeping  between  yon  and  the  enemy!  If  I  go  ap  the 
South  Branch  of  the  Shenandoah  fix>m  Front  Koyal,  the  enemy  may 
march  direct  from  Front  Boyal  to  Gnlpeper  Gourt'House  on  a  good 
road,  and  thus  get  between  us,  and,  owing  to  the  good  condition  of  the 
road  via  New  Market,  he  might  get  to  Luray  before  I  could,  and.  thus 
cut  off  my  escape  by  having  possession  of  both  ends  of  the  road  con- 
necting Front  Royal  and  Luray.  So  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  1  had 
better  follow  the  Valley  turnpike  towards  New  Market,  unless  yoa  de- 
sign me  to  cross  the  Blue  Bidge  via  Front  Boyal,  in  which  event  please 
let  me  know  at  once,  as  my  supplies  should  be  sent  on  towards  lioray 
at  once  from  Mount  Jackson,  as  they  would  be  in  danger  of  falling  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  my  hospital  which  is  being  established  at 
Woodstock  should  be  removed. 

If  you  will  examine  the  roads  leading  fh>m  the  valley  across  the 
Blue  Bidge  you  will  see  the  difficulty  of  keeping  between  you  and  the 
enemy  and  at  the  same  time  opposing  his  advance  along  the  valley. 
For  instance,  if  I  fall  back  towards  Front  Boyal  or  Strasburg,  he  might 
cross  at  Berry's  Ferry ;  if  I  pass  Front  Boyal,  he  may  move  from,  t^at 
point  on  Gulpeper  Court-House;  if  I  pass  New  Market,  he  may  move 
either  to  Gulpeper  Gourt-House  or  Gordonsville.  I  will  keep  you  ad- 
vised of  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  my 
command  promptly  in  any  direction  that  you  may  indicate.  If  the 
enemy  take  possession  of  Berrsrville,  I  will  at  once  have  all  the  boats  at 
Gastleman's  Ferry  destroyed. 

From  what  I  learn,  the  present  strength  of  the  enemy  in  Martins- 
burg  is  about  4,500,  and  a  large  caviJry  force  is  said  to  be  coming  firom 
WiUiamsport. 

BespectfuUy,  yours, 

T.  J.  JACKSON. 


Headquabtebs, 
CentreviUcj  March  3, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Jeffekson  Davis: 

Mr.  President  :  I  respectfully  submit  three  notes  from  Major-Gen- 
eral  Jackson  and  one  from  Brigadier-General  Hill  for  the  information 
they  contain  of  the  enemy.* 

Your  orders  for  moving  cannot  be  executed  now  on  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  roads  and  streams.  The  removal  of  public  property 
goes  on  with  painful  slowness,  because,  as  the  officers  employed  in  it  re- 
I)ort,  sufficient  number  of  cars  and  engines  cannot  be  had.  It  is  evident 
that  a  large  quantity  of  it  must  be  sacrificed  or  your  instructions  not 
observed.    I  shall  adhere  to  them  as  closely  as  possible. 

In  conversation  with  you  and  before  the  Cabinet  I  did  not  exaggerate 
the  difficulties  of  marching  in  this  region.    The  suffering  and  sickness 
which  would  be  produced  can  hardly  be  exaggerated. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

OeneraL 

[Indonement.] 

Colonel  Myers  will  read  and  report  whether  any  increase  can  be  made 
to  the  number  of  cars  and  engines. 
JEFFEBSON  DAVI& 

*  Inclosnres  not  foond. 
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Speoial  OBDEB89 )      Hdqbs.  Dep't  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 
:^o.  67.  i  March  3,  1862. 

•  •••••• 

n.  Brig.  Gen.  1.  B.  Trimble,  P.  A.  G.  S.,  will  assnine  control  of  all 
ihe  operations  now  going  on  at  Manassas,  and  will  be  famished  with 
the  details  he  may  reqnire  by  M^jor-General  Ewell,  Brigadier-General 
Early,  and  OoL  G.  B.  Anderson. 
By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


BiOHMOMB,  Ya.,  March  4,  1862. 
Greneral  Joseph  £.  Johnston: 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  Ist  instant  received  prompt  attention,  and 
I  am  led  to  the  conclnsion  that  some  imposition  hasbe^  practiced  upon 
yon. 

The  Secretary  of  War  informs  me  that  he  has  not  granted  leaves 
of  absence  or  furloughs  to  soldiers  of  your  command  for  a  month  past, 
and  then  only  to  divert  the  current  which  threatened  by  legislation 
to  destroy  your  army  by  a  wholesale  system  of  furloughs.  Those  which 
you  inform  me  are  daily  received  must  be  spurious. 

The  authority  to  re-enlist  and  change  from  infantry  to  artillery,  the 
Secretary  informs  me,  has  been  given  but  in  four  cases,  three  on  the 
recommendation  of  General  Beauregard  and  specially  explained  to  you 
some  time  since ;  the  remaining  case  was  that  of  a  company  from  Wheel- 
ing, which  was  regarded  as  an  exceptional  one.  I  wish  therefore  you 
would  send  to  the  Adjutant-General  the  cases  of  recent  date  in  which 
the  discipline  of  your  troops  has  been  interfered  [with]  -in  the  two 
methods  stated,  so  that  an  inquiry  may  be  made  into  the  origin  of  the 
papers  presented. 

The  law  in  relation  to  re-enlistment  provides  for  reorganization,  and 
was  under.the  policy  of  electing  the  officers.  The  concession  to  army 
opinions  was  limited  to  the  promotion  by  seniority  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  companies  and  regiments  had  been  completed.  The  reorgani- 
zation was  not  to  occur  before  the  expiration  of  the  present  term. 

A  subsequent  law  provides  for  filling  up  the  twelve-months'  companies 
by  recruits  for  the  war,  but  the  organization  ceases  with  the  term  of  the 
twelve-months'  men. 

Be  assured  of  my  readiness  to  protect  your  proper  authority,  and  1 
do  but  justice  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  saying  that  he  cannot  desire 
to  interiere  with  the  discipline  and  organization  of  your  troops.  He 
has  complained  that  his  orders  are  not  executed,  and  I  regret  that  he 
was  able  to  present  to  me  so  many  instances  to  justify  that  complaint, 
which  were  in  nowise  the  invasion  of  your  prerogative  as  a  commander 
in  the  field. 

You  can  command  my  attention  at  all  times  to  any  matter  connected 
with  your  duties,  and  I  hope  that  full  co-intelligence  will  secure  fuU 
satisfakction. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

69  R  B— -VOL  V 
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Headquastbbs, 
Bichmandj  Va.y  March  5, 18G2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Cammandingj  dte.j  Army  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General  :  It  has  been  reported  that  some  of  the  enemy's  gunboats 
have  reached  West  Point.  The  President  is  apprehensive  that  they 
may  ascend  the  Pamnnkey  before  the  obstmctions  in  that  riv^  are 
completed,  and  thns  get  possession  of  the  grain,  ^^,  in  that  valley.  He 
thinks  if  yon  conld  send  a  good  light  battery,  supported  by  infantiyj  to 
a  favorable  point  on  the  Pamnnkey,  it  vould  have  the  effect  of  delaying 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  if  not  of  preventing  him.  Not  knowing  yonr 
lK>sition  or  movements,  I  do  not  know  whether  this  is  practicable.  He 
is  also  anxious  to  receive  a  reply  to  his  dispatch  to  yon  of  the  1st  in- 
stant. As  it  may  not  have  reached  you.  I  inclose  a  copy.* 
I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jEL  £).  LEB, 

QeneraL 


Headquarters, 
CentreviUe^  March  5, 1862. 
His  Excellency: 

Mr.  President  :  In  connection  with  one  of  the  subjects  of  my  letter 
of  the  Ist  instant,  I  respectfully  submit  herewith  a  handbill  said  to  be 
circulating  in  our  camps.  Several  such  recruiting  advertisements  have 
been  inrinted  out  to  me  in  newspapers.  It  is  said  that  such  cases  are 
common ;  that  many  officers  profess  to  have  letters  fjrom  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  War  authorizing  them  to  raise  troops,  endowed  with  special 
privileges,  which  would  render  them  worthless  as  soldiers  should  their 
generals  be  we^  enough  to  respect  such  privileges. 

It  is  easy  to  perceive  how  ruinous  to  the  reorganization  of  our  exod- 
lent  infontry  such  a  system  must  be,  and  how  it  is  calculated  to  produce 
present  discontent  and  future  mutiny. 

I  have  Just  directed  that  a  citizen  should  be  excluded  from  the  camps 
who  professes  to  have  the  privilege  granted  by  the  War  Department  of 
raising  troops  in  this  army  for  local  service  in  ^^the  valley." 

I  beg  you  not  to  think  me  imi)ortunate  for  again  addressing  yon  on 
this  subject.    I  feel  simply  the  interest  of  a  true  citizen  of  the  C3onfed- 
eracy  in  this  army,  and  am  conscious  of  no  other  motive. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON, 

GcMtaU 


Headquarters, 
CentrcHlJUj  MarO^  5, 1S62. 

(General  Whiting: 

My  Dear  General  :  The  embarrassments  you  mention  are  great 
I  hope  that  Major  Barbour  gave  you  relief  which  may  serve  until  a 
change  of  situation,  which  will  be  (between  us  alone)  in  two  or  three  days. 
It  ought  to  have  been  four  or  five  days  ago,  but  the  enemy  being  still  and 
the  country  in  such  condition,  I  didn't  like  to  sacrifice  anything.  If  I 
telegraph  ^<  It  is  time,"  give  yonr  orders,  and  move.    Hampton  should 

*  Not  found. 
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have  a  start  of  some  homs.    How  would  it  do  for  him  to  start  after 
dark,  leaving  pickets,  and  march  to  the  road  leading  from  Bacon  Baoe 
to  year  camp,  bivonac,  and  march  at  your  hour  next  morning  f 
I  will  write  i^gain  to-morrow. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Special  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Dep't  of  Northern  YiRaiNiA, 

No.  70.  )  March  C,  1862. 

I.  The  reserve  artillery  corps  under  command  of  GoL  W.  N.  Pendle- 
ton is  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  with  the  First  Division,  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  and  will  report  directly  to  Moj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  command- 
ing division. 

II.  The  battalion  of  Washington  Artillery  under  command  of  Oapt. 
B.  F.  Eshlemau  is  temporarily  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Second  Divis- 
ion, Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  will  rex>ort  directly  to  Msg.  Gen.  J. 
Longstreet,  commanding  division. 

By  command  of  Genial  Johnston : 

A.  P.  MASON, 
A$s%9tant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


Headquarters, 
CentrevUUy  March  0,  1862. 

Brigadier-Gk)neral  Hnx : 

General  :  I  have  your  note  of  yesterday.  You  are  right  to  take  the 
armed  militia  with  you.  The  unarmed,  however,  it  seems  to  me,  would 
bo  an  incumbrance.   I'd  leave  them. 

The  only  purpose  the  militia  placed  in  the  forts  could  serve  would  be 
to  employ,  or  rather  delay,  the  enemy  for  a  few  hours.  Should  you  not 
have  that  to  do,  it  is  best  to  take  them  with  you. 

Unless  you -can  bum  extensively  enough  to  harm  the  enemy,  I  should 
think  little  good  would  result. 

I  will  order  three  days'  provisions  for  3,200  men  to  be  sent  to  the 
Plains  Station  for  you. 

In  crossing  the  railroad,  destroy  the  bridges  within  reach  on  both  sides 
of  yon.    Your  cavalry  can  do  it. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Oeneral. 


Headquarters, 
CentrevUley  March  6,  1862. 

General  Whitino: 

My  Dear  General  :  I  ordered  forage  to  you,  which  was  reported 
sent  yesterday  morning.  I  cannot  learn  from  you  by  telegraph,  as  I 
have  tried  to  do,  if  you  have  received  it. 

Cole  writes  that  your  officers  are  to  get  horses  this  morning.  I  wish 
that  you  had  asked  directly  for  what  was  necessary, 

I  have  fixed  upon  Saturday  morning  for  the  move.  Mention  it  to  no  one 
until  necessary.  To-morrow  give  Hampton  his  instructions,  and  confer 
with  French,  who  must  move  about  the  time  you  do.  I  send  a  letter  to 
him,  which  need  not  be  delivered  until  to-morrow. 
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Yoa  have  been  more  despondent  lately  than  one  gifted  like  yon  by 
Providence  should  be.  You  owe  it  to  the  Giver  of  good  gifts  and  oar 
cause  to  throw  such  a  weight  off  yonr  facalties,  to  leave  th^n  tJieir  fall 
value. 

Name  by  telegraph  anything  the  quartermaster  can  send  and  yoa 
shall  have  it ;  it  is  almost  too  late  now  for  anything  but  forage. 

Hampton  must  move  off  as  cunningly  aH  possible.    The  nver^  probo- 
bly,  will  not  be  fordable. 
Yours,  truh'j 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 

I  shall  ask  French  to  ride  up  to  see  you.  Make  an  appointment  with 
him  by  the  courier  who  will  carry  this.  The  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
guns  must  be  determined  upon  between  you.  As  senior,  your  destina- 
tion being  the  same,  you  will  be  commander,  whenever  a  common  one  is 
necessary. 

Beport  to  General  Holmes  by  letter  when  you  start.  I  informed  yoa 
some  time  since  that  you  would  join  him'.  I  send  a  letter  to  him,  which 
need  not  be  sent  until  to-morrow,  or  when  your  letters  [are  sent  f  ],  should 
it  be  inconvenient  to  send  sooner. 


WiNOHESTEB,  March  6,  1862—6.10  a.  m. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia : 

Genebal  :  I  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Umbaugh,*  who  recently  visited  Cumberland  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  information  respecting  the  enemy's  movements.  His  in- 
formation is  from  various  sources--one  from  a  surgeon  in  the  United 
States  Army  through  a  loyal  brother.  It  api>ears  that  Lauder  is  still 
in  command  of  his  troops  near  Paw  Paw,  and  that  he  did  not  go  to 
Kentucky,  as  I  wrote  to  you.  The  accumulation  of  army  stores  in  Cum- 
berland looks  ominous.  I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  favor- 
ing the  raising  of  the  force  for  operating  against  the  railroad,  and  did 
not  pass  it  through  your  hands,  but  sent  IVfi.  U.  direct  with  it  to  Bicb- 
mond,  as  I  was  well  satisfied  that  it  would  meet  with  your  approval,  as 
such  a  force  can  do  more  in  that  way  towards  retarding  an  advance  and 
crippling  the  enemy  than  in  any  other  way.  Whilst  Mr.  U.  is  a  bold 
man  and  Mr.  Parsons  a  gentleman  of  character  and  influence,  yet  I  do 
not  expect  so  much  from  them  as  indicateil,  but  much  is  to  be  expected. 

Yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  from  Martinsburg  to  Banker  Hill. 
So  Leonard,  the  commander,  has  effected  a  junction  with  the  Charles- 
town  forces  via  the  Charlestown  and  Smithficld  road.  Leonard,  before 
leaving  Martinsburg,  sent  his  baggage  in  the  direction  of  Williams- 
port.  His  column  was  about  2  miles  long,  composed  of  seven  regiments 
of  iufantry,  four  companies  of  cavalry,  and  probably  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. 

It  would  be  dangerous  for  me  in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads  to 
attempt  to  move  up  the  South  Branch  of  the  Shenandoah  from  Front 
Boyal.  The  information  that  I  received  yesterday  resiiecting  that  road 
makes  it  even  worse  than  I  had  before  supposed  it  to  be. 

If  I  move  from  here  to  Front  Boyal,  and  I  should  have  to  fall  back 
any  farther,  I  would  join  you. 

*  Not  found. 


CiuF.XlY.}  CORBESPONDENCE,   ETC. — CONFEDERATE.  1093 

Should  you  Ml  to  receive  a  dispatch  from  me  every  day.  please  let 
me  know.  I  received  none  from  General  Hill  yesterday,  anu  1  fear  that 
the  enemy  is  the  cause  of  it.  as  he  writes  to  me  with  great  regularity. 
My  stores  and  sick  have  been  removed  fh>m  here,  except  a  few  sick, 
who  cannot  be  moved  with  safety.  I  am  establishing  a  hospital  of  150 
beds  la  Woodstock.  I  see  in  the  Whig  of  yesterday  that  the  Washing- 
ton  news  of  the  3d  states  that  Lander  is  dead  and  that  Shields  is  ]na 
successor. 

BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant. 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Majar-Generah 

Quabtebhasteb-Qrneral's  Office, 

Eichmarulj  March  7,  1862. 
To  the  Pbssident  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  read  General  J.  E.  Johnston's 
letter  of  March  3  to  you,  with  your  indorsement,  directing  me  to  report 
if  any  increase  can  be  made  to  the  number  of  cars  and  engines  at  Manas- 
sas. All  the  cars  belonging  to  the  Virginia  Central  Kaikoad  in  run- 
ning order  are  on  the  Orange  road.  All  the  engines  which  are  accept- 
able, except  one,  are  ou  that  road;  that  one  is  kept  to  run  the  mail  train 
between  Kichmond  and  Qordonsville.  From  report  of  conductors  sent 
from  the  CentrsJ  road  to  Manassas,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there 
are  too  many  trains  now  on  that  road ;  they  are  not  able  to  pass  each 
other  on  the  turnouts.  Some  eugines  have  been  thirty-six  hours  mak- 
ing the  trip  from  Manassas  to  Goraonsville.  Some  cars  sent  on  Sunday 
night  last  were  at  Gordonsville  on  Thursday  morning.  A  letter  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  Orange  road  to  ttxe  president  of  Virginia  Central 
Esulroad  states  that  he  expects  to  have  all  the  stores  away  from  Manas- 
sas this  (Friday)  evening. 

Some  pork  on  the  Manassas  road  would  require  four  or  five  days  more 
for  removal. 

The  cars  and  engines  of  the  Manassas  Gap  road  and  Orange  road 
and  Virginia  Centred  road  are  all,  I  believe,  in  use  at  Manassas.  No 
further  increase  can  be  made. 

I  respectfully  return  General  Johnston's  letter,  and  am,  your  most 
obedient  servant,  A.  C.  MYERS, 

Quartermaster'  Oenerah 

Headquabtebs  Camp  Fisher,  March  7, 1862. 
Col.  Wade  Hajipton: 

Mt  Dear  Colonel:  I  have  just  received  notice  from  General  John- 
ston, in  which  he  tells  me  he  has  decided  on  Saturday  morning  (tomor- 
row)  for  the  move.  You  will  therefore  act  accordingly.  For  your  infor- 
mation I  send  you  a  copy  of  the  order  I  have  prepared  for  my  own 
brigade  and  which  will  be  issued  to  them  this  evening.*  In  your  place 
I  would  get  my  wagons  off  by  all  means  during  the  night,  or,  what  would 
be  perhaps  better,  this  evening,  bivouacking  where  you  are  and  being 
all  ready  to  make  your  march  in  the  morning.  The  movement  of  the 
wagons  would  not  then  be  heard  on  the  frozen  ground,  and  would  only 
be  taken,  if  discovered,  for  the  usual  supply  trains. 

Let  me  know  when  your  troops  start  from  all  points  and  keep  me 
advised.    When  I  am  satisfied  that  you  are  well  on  your  way,  and  not 

*fieep.  531. 
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tan  then,  I  will  move  mine.    I  shall  endeavor  to  get  my  baggage  oSy  of 
coarse,  according  to  the  programme  which  you  see. 

General  Johnston  thinks  the  Occoqnan  is  not  fordable.  If  we  aio 
not  attacked,  try  and  pass  the  Ohopawamsic  on  yonr  march.  Let  yoor 
pickets  remain  as  long  as  they  can,  all  day  and  night,  if  the  enemy  will 
let  them.  They  can  escape — those  moonted.  The  incEUitry  pickets  may 
follow  a  few  hoars  after  yoo. 

Very  traly,  yoors,  

W.  H.  0.  WHTTTSTG, 
Brigadier-Qenerdlj  Commandimg. 


Headquabtebs,  Camp  Fishes,  March  7,  1862. 

Colonel  Hampton  : 

Mt  Deab  Colonel  :  All  the  baggage  trains,  caissons,  &c,  yon  can  get 
off  this  evening,  even  if  it  is  only  to  make  a  start,  will  be  an  immense 
gain.  Pack  and  send  off  all  yoa  can  to-day.  We  will  have  to  bivoaac 
lor  one  or  two  days  any  way,  and  may  as  well  begin  to-night. 

Bend  word  to  Lee.    Yoor  march  will  commence  as  soon  after  yoor 
wagons  are  gone  as  to  give  them  a  fair  start    If  yoa  can  get  off  the 
wagons  to-night  yoa  can  march  early  in  the  morning. 
Yoars, 

W.  H.  c.  WHirmG, 

Brigadier '  GeneraL 

Heabquastebs,  Camp  Fisheb,  Mara^  7, 18G2. 
Col.  Wade  Hampton  : 

My  Deab  Colonel  :  I  will  telegraph  to  Major  Barboar  to  let  yon 
have  some  wagons  if  he  can.  Whether  my  order  will  get  them  I  know 
not. 

Yoar  infantry  pickets  oaght  to  let  yoa  get  a  good  start,  while  the 
cavalry  pickets,  each  one  provided  with  a  feed  or  two  of  com,  ought  to 
remain  as  long  as  the  enemy  will  let  them  and  then  make  their  escape. 
Yonr  cavalry  should  in  any  event  abandon  the  country  very  slowly,  be- 
cause it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  have  some  here  after 
we  leave,  to  give  ns  information  of  the  enemy's  movements.  Almost  all 
the  citizens  are,  as  you  know,  disaffected.  Select  a  good  officer  for  yoor 
picket  service.  When  the  time  comes  I  will  send  you  over  an  order  I 
have  prepared,  but  not  yet  published,  for  my  own  brigade. 

As  to  march,  starting,  &c.,  don't  you  think  the  enemy  may  discover 
the  movement  of  yoar  wagons  over  the  hills  near  Occoquan  unless  they 
were  moved  under  darkness  f 

I  shall  hear  from  General  Johnston  very  shortly. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  OenerdL 

Heabquabtebs  Yalley  Distbiot, 

Winchester^  March  8, 1862. 

General  Joseph  £.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Department  of  Northern  Virginia: 

General  :  I  greatly  desire  to  hold  this  place  so  far  as  may  be  consist- 
ent with  your  views  and  plans,  and  am  making  arrangements,  by  con- 
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Btracting  works,  lemoving  foreets,  &o.,  to  make  a  stand.  Thongh  yoa 
directed  me  some  time  since  to  £Edl  back  in  the  event  of  yourself  or  Gen- 
eral Hill's  doing  so,  yet  as  in  year  letter  of  the  5th  instant  yoa  say 
<^  delay  ^e  enemy  as  long  as  yoa  can/'  I  have  felt  jnstiiied  in  remain- 
ini;  here  for  the  present. 

And  now,  general,  that  Hill  has  fbllen  back,  can  yoa  not  send  him 
over  heref  I  greatly  need  such  an  officer;  one  who  can  be  sent  off  as 
occasion  may  oitler  agsdnst  an  exposed  detachment  of  the  enemy  for  the 
purpose  of  capturing  it.  Bat  his  command  is  mostly  needed  for  hold- 
ing the  valley,  and  I  believe  that  if  yoa  con  spare  Hill,  and  let  him 
move  here  at  once,  yoa  will  never  have  any  occasion  to  regret  it.  The 
very  idea  of  re-enforcements  coming  to  Winchester  would,  I  think,  be  a 
dam]ier  to  the  enemy,  in  addition  to  the  line  effect  that  would  be  pro- 
duced on  our  own  troops,  who  are  already  in  fine  spirits.  But  if  you 
cannot  spare  Hill,  can  you  not  send  me  some  other  troops  f  If  we 
cannot  be  successful  in  defeating  the  enemy  should  he  advance,  a  kind 
Providence  may  enable  us  to  inflict  a  terrible  wound  and  effect  a  safe 
retreat  in  the  event  of  having  to  fall  back.  I  will  keep  myself  on  the 
alert  with  respect  to  the  communications  between  us,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
join  you  at  tLo  earliest  possible  moment,  if  such  a  movement  becomes 
necessary. 

Be-cnlisting  and  recruiting  progress  encouragingly. 
Very  truly,  your  iriend, 

T.  J.  JACKSON, 

Majar-OeneraU 

[IndoiMnient.] 

Mabch  9, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johi^ston: 

Oekebal  :  I  met  the  courier  on  the  road,  about  a  mile  fh>m  Oroveton, 
at  2.30.    Opened  the  dispatch  and  read  it. 

Longstreet  will  not  get  beyond  Broad  Bun  to-night,  and  I  will  not  get 
to  Warrenton.    I  regret  tliis  the  less  because  we  wiU  be  within  better 
supporting  distance  of  Manassas. 
Yours,  truly, 

G.  W.  SMITH. 


Speoiajl  Orders,  )  Adjt.  Ain>  Insp.  Grn.'s  Office, 

No.  54.  i  Bichmondj  March  8, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

XHL  The  following  Tennessee  regiments  Provisional  Army,  viz, 
First,  Oolonel  Tumey;  Seventh,  Oolonel  Hatton;  Fourteenth,  Colonel 
Forbes,  will  constitute  a  brigade,  under  Brig.  Gen.  S.  E.  Anderson,  who 

will  proceed  to  Evansport  and  assume  command  of  the  brigade. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Aisistant  Adjutant-Oenerah 

Warrenton,  March  9, 1862—8.30  p.  m. 
Brig.  €ten.  Hill, 

Commanding  Troops  an  Warrenton  and  White  Flaine  Bead: 

General:  General  Johnston  directed  me  to  inform  you  as  soon  as 
you  were  in  close  proximity  to  this  column  that  you  and  your  command 
were  attached  temporarily  to  the  division  of  Mcgor-General  Longstreet, 
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and  would  report  accordingly.  I  snpiKMe  General  Longstreet  to  be  now 
in  bivouac  on  the  turnpike  from  here  to  Centreville,  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  Broad  Bun.  I  think  it  important  for  you  to  receive  instruc- 
tions from  him  to-night,  as  my  train  is  beyond  this  place,  my  troops  not 
yet  up  by  seversd  miles.  Greneral  Longstreet's  train  is  intended  to  be 
placed  to-morrow  in  rear  of  my  troops,  and  to  avoid  confusion  there 
should  be  a  definite  understanding  in  advance.  Our  train  is  behaving 
badly;  troubles  and  difficulties  by  the  million;  plenty  of  room  for  im- 
provement, but  no  great  promise  of  it. 

Hoping  to  see  you  soon,  and  rejoicing  that  we  are  likely  to  be  thrown 
more  together  in  future,  I  remain,  as  of  old,  your  friend, 

O.  W.  SMITH. 


Mabgh  10, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  Centreville^  Fa.: 

Further  assurance  given  to  me  this  day  that  you  shall  be  promptly  and 
adequately  re-enforced,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  maintain  your  position  and 
resume  first  policy  when  the  roads  will  permit. 

JEFFERSON  DAVia 


Wabbenton  Spbinos,  March  10, 1862—11  p.  m. 

Brig.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill,  on  road  from  Warrenton  to  SperryviUe: 

Mt  Deab  Genebal:  Your  note  of  8  p.  m.  is  received.  I  am  fairly 
launched  on  a  sea  of  mud.  Had  gieat  difficulty  to-day  in  crossing  a 
weak  and  shaky  bridge.  The  rear  of  my  division  crossed  about  8  o^dock, 
and  we  are  camped  on  the  right  bank  of  the  North  Fork  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. I  am  glad  you  have  a  turnpike.  The  road  is  said  to  be  very 
bad;  some  good  judges  say  it  is  impracticable;  it  may  be,  bnt  we  will 
get  through  safely,  I  hope,  in  good  time.  At  any  rate  can't  turn  bade 
now  even  if  I  wished  to. 

Yours,  truly,  

G.  W.  SMITH. 


Richmond,  Mank  11, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Brooh^s  Station: 

Genebal  :  Mr.  Daniel,  president  of  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg 
and  Potomac  Railroad,  has  been  advised  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  that  part  of  the  road  between  Aquia  Greek  and  Fredericksburg 
to  be  broken  up  and  the  rails  removed  to  some  place  of  safety. 

You  are  requested  to  give  such  facilities  in  men  and  means  as  may  he 
in  your  power  to  accomplish  this  object. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


Richmond,  Ya.,  Ifarc^  11, 1862. 
General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Frederieksburg^  Ya. : 

Remove  all  your  heavy  guns  and  munitions,  preserving  in  front  only 
such  light  rifle  guns  as  could  be  readily  withdrawn  on  approach  of 
enemy. 

J.  P.  BENJAMIN, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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ExEGunTB  Department,  March  12, 1862. 

Authority  is  hereby  given  to  the  Confederate  generals  commanding 
within  the  limits  of  Virginia  to  call  for  such  militia  as  are  within  the 
bounds  of  their  commands,  and  muster  them  into  service,  to  meet  any 
public  exigency. 

JOHN  LETCHEB. 


BiCHMOMD,  March  12, 1862. 

Miyor-General  Holmes,  Frederickiburgy  Va, : 

Assign  Brig.  (Jen.  J.  B.  Hood  to  the  command  of  the  Texas  Brigade 
(late  Wigfall's). 

S.  COOPEE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


BiOHMOND,  Mar<^  12, 1862. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Brookes  Station: 

Send  anything  in  the  way  of  arms  and  munitions  you  can  at  once. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 


Speoial  Orders,  )       Hdqbs.  Dep't  of  Nobthbrk  ViRamiA, 
Ko.  76.  i  Oulpeper  Court-Mousey  March  12, 1862. 

I.  The  depot  quartermaster  at  Culpeper  Court- House  will  take  imme- 
diate steps  for  the  removal  of  the  ordnance,  quartermaster,  subsistence, 
and  medical  stores  to  Gordonsville,  Va.,  and  the  chief  quartermaster 
will  make  such  arrangements  with  the  railroad  ageut  as  wll  most 
speedily  accomplish  this  object;  the  ordnance  stores  being  moved  first. 

II.  A  sufficiency  of  subsistence  stores  for  the  troops  will  be  retained 
at  tbis  point  by  the  chief  commissary. 

III.  The  sick  will  be  moved  at  once  beyond  Gk>rdonsville,  Va.,  under 
the  direction  of  Sarg.  A.  M.  Fauntleroy,  J?.  A.  O.  S. 

By  command  of  General  Johnston : 

A.  G.  MASON, 
Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


EiCHMOND,  March  13, 1862. 

General  Holmes,  Frederichsburgj  Va. : 

Order  General  French  to  repair  to  this  place  for  detached  service. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Injector  General. 


Bappahannogk  BniDaE,  March  13, 1862. 
General  Whitinq: 

My  Dear  General  :  I  have  just  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your 
note  of  yesterday. 

Your  brigade  certainly  marched  well.  I  am  very  glad  your  division 
is  concentrated;  it  will  gain  rapidly. 
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We  were  detained  at  Manassas  ontil  Sunday  evening,  late.  The  per- 
formance of  the  Winchester  Ballroad  was  pleasant  to  witness,  oompwred 
witii  that  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  on  this  recent  occasion*  We 
destroyed  nearly  four  days'  rations  for  men  and  abont  as  many  for 
horses — of  grain,  that  is  to  say.  The  depot  had  been  filled  far  beyond 
my  wishes,  and  some  10,000  boshels  of  com  were  sent  np  Jost  before  we 
left. 

Four  brigades  following  the  railroad  crossed  the  river  day  before  yes- 
terday here;  G.  W.'s  division  on  the  same  day  by  the  Warrenton  road. 
LoDgstreet  is  looking  for  better  roads  farther  west^  or  i>erhaps  a  smaller 
stream.  Two  brigades  coming  by  Brentsville  crossed  here  yesterday; 
abont  the  same  time  G.  W.  encamped  near  Gnlpeper  Coort-Honse. 
Stnart  is  at  Warrenton,  his  line  mnning  down  to  the  Brentsville  road 
and  some  10  miles  in  our  front  A  reserve  depot  was  established  at 
Gnlpeper  Coort-Hoase  last  fall.  We  shall  remain  here  to  empty  it, 
then  cross  the  Bapidan,  and  communicate  with  you  by  the  plank  road. 

D.  H.  Hill,  witii  the  Leesburg  garrison,  is  with  Longstreet;  O.  B. 
Anderson,  with  that  of  Manassas,  is  hero.    What  is  become  of  the 
Pagef    You  should  not  be  near  Fredericksburg. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  B.  JOHNSTON. 

Ton  have  read  Commodore  Buchanan's  exploits.  May  it  not  retard 
enterprises  of  the  enemy  by  waterf 


Bafpahannook  Bridge,  March  13, 1862. 

General  S.  Coopeb,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oencral: 

General:  I  have  just  been  informed  by  M^jor-General  Jacksou, 
whose  letter  was  written  yesterday  morning,  that  he  had  left  Winches- 
ter and  was  falling  back  to  the  neighborhood  of  Stmsburg.  He  ex- 
pected to  encamp  last  night  near  Cedar  Greek. 

General  Jackson  abandoned  Winchester  because  threatened  by  greatly 
superior  forces. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON, 

Oencral. 


BlCHMOlO),  Ya.,  March  13, 18G2. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  Heth,  Oommandingj  (£c.,  Lcwisburg,  Va. : 

General  :  As  far  as  I  can  nsccrtain  fh>m  the  records  in  the  Adjatant- 
General's  Office,  the  force  under  your  command  consists  of  the  Twenty- 
second  and  Forty-fifth  Virginia  Regiments  and  the  Eighth  Begiment 
Virginia  Gavalry.  Please  inform  me  of  your  actual  force  and  whether 
you  cannot  increase  it  from  the  adjoining  counties.  Under  the  procla- 
mation of  the  governor  the  present  regiments  must  be  filled  up  to  the 
number  designated  before  additional  regiments  can  be  received.  I  in- 
close authority  from  the  governor  to  call  out  the  militia  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, and  you  are  desired  to  report  what  may  be  the  prospect  ot  recruit- 
ing your  army  in  the  Kanawha  Valley  and  the  counties  west  of  the  Al- 
leghany. 

I  am,  &C., 

B.  E.  liEE, 
Oeneralj  Commmding. 
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P.  S.— ^Should  the  militia  be  called  oaty  yoa  will  take  measoreB  not  to 
interfexe  witli  the  counties  in  which  General  H.  Marshall  is  operating. 
Official: 

W.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Aisiatant  Adjutant-OeneraU 


Genbbal  Obdbbs,  )  Adjt.  Am)  Insp.  Oen.'s  Office, 

ISo.  14.  )  Sichmondy  March  13, 1862. 

General  Robert  E.  Lee  is  assigned  to  duty  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment; and,  under  the  direction  of  the  President,  is  charged  with  the 
conduct  of  military  operations  in  the  armies  of  the  Confederacy. 
By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

S.  COOPER, 
A4ivtant  and  Intepedar  OenerdL 


Richmond,  Ya.,  March  14,  1862. 

Mcy.  Oen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding^  c£c.,  Fredericksbwrg^  Va^: 

Oeivebal:  At  the  time  the  position  of  Fort  Lowry  was  selected  it 
was  supposed  to  be  the  lowest  point  at  which  the  river  could  be  de- 
fended with  the  guns  then  available.  I  do  not  know  what  may  be  its 
present  strength,  or  whether  there  may  not  be  other  points  above 
better  calculated  to  arrest  the  ascent  of  the  Rappahannock  by  the 
enemy's  boats.  I  request,  should  you  not  already  have  done  so,  that 
vou  will  cause  examinations  to  be  made  as  to  the  best  point  that  can 
be  taken  for  this  purpose.  All  other  things  being  equal,  the  lowest 
point  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  preferred.  But  I  think,  in  addition  to 
the  batteries  that  may  be  erected,  a  barrier  should  be  placed  in  the  bed 
of  the  river  below,  and  close  under  their  guns.  The  locality  should 
therefore  be  chosen  with  this  view.  Please  advise  me  of  the  condition 
of  afGEkirs  on  the  river  and  what^  in  your  opinion,  can  be  done  to  close 
its  navigation  to  the  enemy. 
I  am,  &c«, 

R.  E.  LEE, 
Qeneralj  Commanding. 


RiOHMOND,  Ya.,  March  14,  1862. 

Mig.  Oen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commanding^  dtc.j  Fredericksburg^  Va. : 

Gemebal:  The  retirement  of  your  defensive  line  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock River  causes  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of  securing 
all  provisions,  &c^  in  your  flront,  and  particularly  that  exposed  in  the 
Northern  Keck  of  Yirginia.  I  think  it  probable  that  you  have  already 
made  arrangements  tor  that  purpose;  but  as  I  have  experienced  how 
difficult  it  is  for  the  ficurmers  to  procure  the  necessary  transportation  to 
effect  this  object,  at  a  time  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  forward  their 
feunilies  and  property  to  places  of  security,  I  thought  it  might  be  nec- 
essary for  you  to  render  them  every  facility  in  your  power.  Should  it 
be  determined  to  rest  vour  right  at  Fort  Lowry,  supplies  of  provisions 
could  be  acoumulated  there  for  the  troops  in  that  direction,  and  a  depot 
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conid  also  be  fonned  at  Fredericksburg.  As  to  the  quantity  of  pro- 
visions at  each  point  you  must  judge;  but  none  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  to  prevent  which,  when  necessary, 
they  must  be  destroyed.  I  presume  General  Johnston  has  informed 
you  of  his  plans,  and  you  will  be  able  to  regulate  the  amount  of  sap- 
plies  by  the  number  of  troops,  time,  &c.,  he  may  expect  to  occupy  that 

mm  www 

line. 

I  am,  &C., 

R.  El.  liSC, 
Generalj  Ci>mmanding. 


Heabquabtebs  Aqttia  District, 

Frederieksburgj  March  15, 1863. 
General  [Lbe:] 

Tour  letter  is  received.  There  is  already  in  depot  at  Fredericksburg 
a  large  supply  of  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores,  and  I  will  give 
direction  for  all  that  remains  in  the  Northern  Neck  to  be  forwarded  with 
the  utmost  dispatch,  though  I  am  almost  certain  that  it  will  be  unnci;e»- 
sary,  as  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  status  of  this  part  of  Virginia  will 
be  fixed  long  before  the  present  supply  is  consumed.  There  appears  to 
be  no  doubt  that  Bookers  division  has  crossed  the  river  at  Evausport, 
and  that  a  column  of  5,000  or  6,000  men  have  reached  Brentsville  from 
the  direction  of  Manassas.  Dumfries  is  also  occupied  in  force,  whether 
from  £  vansport  or  via  the  Occoquan,  I  can't  say.  All  of  which  seems  to 
indicate  a  concentration  by  the  enemy  for  an  attack  on  Fredericksburg:; 
and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  should  be  met  and  given  battle 
before  they  reach  this  city.  I  have  directed  Colonel  Moloney  to  con- 
centrate his  forces  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Lowry,  and  I  have  also  caused 
a  battery  of  four  guns  to  be  placed  on  the  Bappahannock  4  miles  below 
here. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfidly, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major- General 

March  IG,  1862. 

I  open  my  letter  to  communicate  information  obtained  last  night. 
LieuteuantColonel  Lee,  who  has  charge  of  my  cavalry  picket  of  obser- 
vation, reports  that  the  enemy  landed  a  part  of  their  force  below  the 
Ghopawamsic  and  marched  up  that  creek  to  the  point  where  the  Tele- 
graph road  crosses  it.  This  indicates  a  concentration  of  their  forces 
before  marching  on  Fredericksburg,  and  if  they  are  not  met  before 
reaching  here  the  fate  of  the  town  and  depot  is  sealed,  for  they  canuot 
be  held  an  hour  after  the  enemy  have  taken  possession  of  the  heights 
which  command  them  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

General  Johnston  was  yesterday  at  the  Bappahannock  Station,  more 
than  40  miles  from  here.  I  know  nothing  of  his  plans,  and  have  re- 
ceived no  instructions  for  my  guidance.  I  sent  him  an  express  last 
night  with  a  letter  from  myself  and  one  from  General  Whiting,  urging 
the  necessity  of  a  concentration  of  our  forces  here  to  enable  us  to  give 
battle  before  the  enemy  reaches  here.  If  this  town  is  abandoned  yoii 
may  exi>ect  an  utter  demoralization  of  the  people,  which  I  greatly  fear 
will  be  reflected  on  the  troops.  These  at  present  are  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline  and  are  most  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy,  but  they  are  not 
veterans  and  cannot  be  relied  on  in  a  retreat.    The  object  of  the  enemy 
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is  certainly  an  immediate  advance  on  Biohmond,  and  this  is  certainly 
their  most  direct  and  available  roate,  and  it  will  be  a  thousand  times 
better  for  as  to  concentrate  there  at  once  and  be  prepared  to  meet  them 
in  a  general  engagement  than  to  be  separated  as  we  are,  and  liable  to 
to  be  beaten  and  demoralized  in  detail.  The  idea  of  deserting  this  noble 
and  generous  people  grieves  my  heart  beyond  measure,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  sacrifice  myself  and  every  soldier  that  I  have  to  protect 
them.  Whiting  and  myself  have  together  about  15,000  men,. and  it  is 
for  you,  my  dear  general,  who  have  all  the  lights  before  you,  to  say 
whether  we  shall  Sght  the  enemy.  If  so,  I  will  make  immediate  prepa- 
rations to  meet  them  about  the  Potomac  Bun,  some  5  miles  north  of  here. 
I  send  this  by  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Hinsdale,  and  earnestly 
request  that  you  will  answer  it  either  by  telegraph  or  through  him  l>y 
special  train  this  evening. 


BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  March  15, 1862. 

Brig.  Oen.  Edwabb  Johnson, 

Commandingy  dfc.^  Monterey j  Va. : 

General  :  I  inclose  authority  from  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  call 
out  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Highland,  Pendleton,  and  Pocahontas, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  re-enforce  your  command  when  necessary. 
Please  send  me  a  report  of  its  present  strength  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, and  inform  me  what  may  be  the  prospect  of  calling  to  your 
aid  volunteers  from  the  country  in  which  you  are  operating.  It  will 
depend  upon  your  strength  and  that  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  you  what 
plan  of  operations  can  be  adopted  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  on  this 
point  I  request  your  views  and  opinions,  and  as  to  the  best  line  of  de- 
fense you  can  take  and  hold  so  as  to  cover  the  approaches  to  Staunton. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  B.  liBB, 
General^  Commanding. 


Bappahannoce  Bbibge,  March  15, 1862—10.40  a.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Whiting: 

Mt  Dbab  Genebal  :  I  have  just  received  the  dispatches  by  Captain 
Bandolph,  duplicates  of  which  were  delivered  yesterday  by  a  courier, 
who  bore  a  brief  reply  to  Greneral  Holmes. 

The  depot  at  Fn^lericksburg,  unless  very  small,  should  be  broken 
up.    A  point  well  in  rear  should  be  chosen. 

It  was  my  intention  in  falling  back  to  take  a  line  on  which  the  two 
bodies  of  troops  could  readily  unite  against  the  body  of  the  enemy  oper- 
ating against  either.  The  Government  wishes  us  to  be  within  reach, 
also,  of  the  troops  on  the  east  and  southeast  of  Bichmond.  The  large 
force  in  the  valley  and  the  good  roads  hence  to  Culpeper  Gourt-House 
and  Gordonsville  make  it  not  impossible  that  McClellan,  who  seems  not 
to  value  time  especially,  may  repair  this  railroad  and  advance  upon  both 
routes,  uniting  the  valley  troops  with  his  own.  On  every  account  we 
must  be  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other.  I  can't  understand 
why  you  should  fight  with  the  Bappahannock  in  your  rear.  You  should, 
iib  seems  to  me,  be  on  its  south  side.  I  cannot  join  you  on  the  north 
side  without  crossing  at  Fredericksburg. 

Stuart  reported  last  night  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Cedar  Bun,  ^ "" 
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coald  also  be  fonned  at  Fredericksbarg.  As  to  the  quantity  of  pro- 
visions at  each  point  you  must  judge;  but  none  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  to  prevent  which,  when  necessary, 
they  must  be  destroyed.  I  presume  General  Johnston  has  informed 
you  of  his  plans,  and  you  will  be  able  to  regulate  the  amount  of  sap- 
plies  by  the  number  of  troops,  time,  &c.,  he  may  expect  to  occupy  tbal 
line. 

I  am,  SsCj 

Generalj  Camfnanding, 


Headquabtebs  Aquia  District, 

Frederiekslmrgy  March  15, 1862. 
General  [Lbe:] 

Tour  letter  is  received.  There  is  already  in  depot  at  Fredericksburg 
a  large  supply  of  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores,  and  I  will  give 
direction  for  all  that  remains  in  the  Northern  Neck  to  be  forwarded  with 
the  utmost  dispatch,  though  I  am  almost  certain  that  it  will  be  unneces- 
sary, as  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  status  of  this  part  of  Virginia  will 
be  fixed  long  before  the  present  supply  is  consumed.  There  appears  to 
be  no  doubt  that  Bookers  division  has  crossed  the  river  at  Evausport, 
and  that  a  column  of  5,000  or  6,000  men  have  reached  Brentsville  from 
the  direction  of  Manassas.  Dumfries  is  also  occupied  in  force,  wbetfa^ 
from  Evausport  or  via  the  Occoquan,  I  can't  say.  All  of  which  seems  to 
indicate  a  concentration  by  the  enemy  for  an  attack  on  Fredericksburg; 
and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  should  be  met  and  given  battle 
before  they  reach  this  city.  I  have  dire<*.ted  Colonel  Mitloney  to  con- 
centrate his  forces  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Lowry,  and  I  have  also  caused 
a  battery  of  four  guns  to  be  placed  on  the  Bappahannock  4miles  below 
here. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major- General 

March  IG,  1863. 

I  open  my  letter  to  communicate  information  obtained  last  night 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  who  has  charge  of  my  cavalry  picket  of  obser- 
vation, reports  that  the  enemy  landed  a  part  of  their  force  below  the 
Chopawamsic  and  marched  up  that  creek  to  the  point  where  the  Tele- 
graph road  crosses  it.  This  indicates  a  concentration  of  their  forces 
before  marching  on  Fredericksburg,  and  if  they  are  not  met  before 
reaching  here  the  fate  of  the  town  and  depot  is  sealed,  for  they  cannot 
be  held  an  hour  after  the  enemy  have  taken  possession  of  the  heights 
which  command  them  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

General  Johnston  was  yesterday  at  the  Bappahannock  Station,  more 
than  40  miles  from  here.  I  know  nothing  of  his  plans,  and  have  re- 
ceived no  instructions  for  my  guidance.  I  sent  him  an  express  last 
night  with  a  letter  from  myself  and  one  from  General  Whiting,  urging 
the  necessity  of  a  concentration  of  our  forces  here  to  enable  us  to  give 
battle  before  the  enemy  reaches  here.  If  this  town  is  abandoned  you 
may  exiiect  an  utter  demoralization  of  the  people,  which  I  greatly  fear 
will  be  i'eflected  on  the  troops.  These  at  present  are  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline  and  are  most  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy,  but  they  are  not 
veterans  and  cannot  be  relied  on  in  a  retreat.    The  object  of  the  enemy 
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is  certainly  an  immediate  advance  on  Blchmond,  and  this  is  certainly 
their  most  direct  and  available  route,  and  it  will  be  a  thousand  times 
better  for  us  to  concentrate  there  at  once  and  be  prepared  to  meet  them 
in  a  general  engagement  than  to  be  separated  as  we  are,  and  liable  to 
to  be  beaten  and  demoralized  in  detail.  The  idea  of  deserting  this  noble 
and  generous  people  grieves  my  heart  beyond  measure,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  sacrifice  myself  and  every  soldier  that  I  have  to  protect 
them.  Whiting  and  myself  have  together  about  15,001)  men,. and  it  is 
for  you,  my  dear  general,  who  have  all  the  lights  before  you,  to  say 
whether  we  shall  fight  the  enemy.  If  so,  I  will  make  immediate  prepa- 
rations to  meet  them  about  the  Potomac  Bun,  some  5  miles  north  of  here. 
I  send  this  by  my  aide-de-camp,  Lieutenant  Hinsdale,  and  earnestly 
request  that  you  will  answer  it  eitner  by  telegraph  or  through  him  by 
special  train  this  evening. 


BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  March  15, 1862. 

Brig.  Oen.  Edwabd  Johnson, 

Commanding^  &e,j  Monterey^  Ya. : 

General  :  I  inclose  authority  from  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  call 
ont  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Highland,  Pendleton,  and  Pocahontas, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  re-enforce  your  command  when  necessary. 
Please  send  me  a  report  of  its  present  strength  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, and  inform  me  what  may  be  the  prospect  of  calling  to  your 
aid  volunteers  from  the  country  in  which  you  are  operating.  It  will 
depend  upon  your  strength  and  that  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  you  what 
|>lan  of  operations  can  be  adopted  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  on  this 
X>oint  I  request  your  views  and  opinions,  and  as  to  the  best  line  of  de- 
fense you  can  take  and  hold  so  as  to  cover  the  approaches  to  Staunton. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  E.  LEE, 
Generalj  Commanding. 


Bappahannoce  Bbibge,  March  15, 1862—10.40  a.  m. 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Whiting: 

Mt  Dbab  General  :  I  have  just  received  the  dispatches  by  Captain 
Kandolph,  duplicates  of  which  were  delivered  yesterday  by  a  courier, 
who  bore  a  brief  reply  to  Greneral  Holmes. 

The  depot  at  Fredericksburg,  unless  very  small,  should  be  broken 
ap.     A  point  well  in  rear  should  be  chosen. 

It  was  my  intention  in  falling  back  to  take  a  line  on  which  the  two 
bodies  of  troops  could  readily  unite  against  the  body  of  the  enemy  oper- 
ating against  either.  The  Government  wishes  us  to  be  within  reach, 
alsOy  of  the  troops  on  the  east  and  southeast  of  Bichmond.  The  large 
force  in  the  valley  and  the  good  roads  hence  to  Culpeper  Court-House 
and  Oordonsville  make  it  not  impossible  that  McClellan,  who  seems  not 
to  value  time  especially,  may  repair  this  railroad  and  advance  upon  both 
routes,  uniting  the  valley  troops  with  his  own.  On  every  account  we 
must  be  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other.  I  can't  understand 
why  you  should  fight  with  the  Bappahannock  in  your  rear.  You  should, 
lib  seems  to  me,  be  on  its  south  side.  I  cannot  join  you  on  the  north 
side  without  crossing  at  Fredericksburg. 

Staart  reported  last  night  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Cedar  Bun,  12 
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could  also  be  formed  at  Fredericksbarg.  As  to  the  quantity  of  pro- 
visions at  each  point  you  must  judge;  but  none  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  to  prevent  which,  when  necessary, 
they  must  be  destroyed.  I  presume  General  Johnston  has  informed 
you  of  his  plans,  and  you  will  be  able  to  regulate  the  amount  of  sap- 
plies  by  the  number  of  troops,  time,  &c.,  he  may  expect  to  occupy  that 
line. 

I  am,  &c, 

General^  Commanding. 


Headquabtebs  Aquia  Distbict, 

Fredericksburg^  March  15, 1862. 
General  [Lee:] 

Tour  letter  is  received.  There  is  already  in  depot  at  Fredericksburg 
a  large  supply  of  commissary  and  quartermaster  stores,  and  1  will  give 
direction  for  all  that  remains  in  the  Northern  Neck  to  be  forwarded  with 
the  utmost  dispatch,  tbough  I  am  almost  certain  that  it  will  be  unocces- 
sary,  as  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  status  of  this  part  of  Virginia  will 
be  fixed  long  before  the  present  supply  is  consumed.  There  appears  to 
be  no  doubt  that  Hookers  division  has  crossed  the  river  at  E%*an8porr, 
and  that  a  column  of  5,000  or  6,000  men  have  reached  Breutsville  from 
the  direction  of  Manassas.  Dumfries  is  also  occupied  in  force,  wbetli^ 
from  ]E2  vansport  or  via  the  Occoquan,  I  can't  say.  All  of  which  seems  to 
indicate  a  concentration  by  the  enemy  for  an  attack  on  Fredericksburg; 
and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  they  should  be  met  and  given  battle 
before  they  reach  this  city.  I  have  dire<*ted  Colonel  Moloney  to  con- 
centrate his  forces  for  the  defense  of  Fort  Lowry,  and  I  have  also  caused 
a  battery  of  four  guns  to  be  placed  on  the  Bappahannock  4  miles  below 
here. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major- General. 

Mabch  1G,  1862. 

I  open  my  letter  to  communicate  information  obtained  last  night. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  who  has  charge  of  my  cavalry  picket  of  obser- 
vation, reports  that  the  enemy  landed  a  part  of  their  force  below  the 
Chopawamsic  and  marched  up  that  creek  to  the  point  where  the  Tele- 
graph road  crosses  it.  This  indicates  a  concentration  of  their  forces 
before  marching  on  Fredericksburg,  and  if  they  are  not  met  before 
reaching  here  the  fate  of  the  town  and  depot  is  sealed,  for  they  cannot 
be  held  an  hour  after  the  enemy  have  taken  possession  of  the  heights 
which  command  them  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

General  Johnston  was  yesterday  at  the  Bappahannock  Station,  mcare 
than  40  miles  from  here.  I  know  nothing  of  his  plans,  and  have  re- 
ceived no  instructions  for  my  guidance.  I  sent  him  an  express  last 
night  with  a  letter  from  myself  and  one  from  General  Whiting,  urging 
the  necessity  of  a  concentration  of  our  forces  here  to  enable  us  to  give 
battle  before  the  enemy  reaches  here.  If  this  town  is  abandoned  yon 
may  expect  an  utter  demoralization  of  the  people,  which  I  ^rreatiy  fear 
will  be  i-eflected  on  the  troops.  These  at  present  are  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline  and  are  most  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy,  but  they  are  not 
veterans  and  cannot  be  relied  on  in  a  retreat.    The  object  of  the  enemy 
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18  certainly  an  immediate  advance  on  Bichmond,  and  this  is  certainly 
their  most  direct  and  available  route,  and  it  will  be  a  thonsand  times 
better  for  us  to  concentrate  there  at  once  and  be  prepared  to  meet  them 
io  a  general  engagement  than  to  be  separated  as  we  are,  and  liable  to 
to  be  beaten  and  demoralized  in  detail.  The  idea  of  deserting  this  noble 
and  generous  people  grieves  my  heart  beyond  measure,  and  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  sacrifice  myself  and  every  soldier  that  I  have  to  protect 
them.  Whiting  and  myself  have  together  about  15,000  men,  and  it  is 
for  you,  my  dear  general,  who  have  all  the  lights  before  you,  to  say 
whether  we  shall  fight  the  enemy.  If  so,  I  will  make  immediate  prepa- 
rations to  meet  them  about  the  Potomac  Bun,  some  5  miles  north  of  here. 
I  send  this  by  my  aide-de-camp.  Lieutenant  Hinsdale,  and  earnestly 
request  that  you  will  Answer  it  either  by  telegraph  or  through  him  by 
special  train  this  evening. 


BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  March  15, 1862. 

Brig.  Oen.  Edwabb  Johnson, 

Cammandingj  dfc^  Monterey^  Va. : 

General  :  I  inclose  authority  from  the  governor  of  Virginia  to  call 
out  the  militia  of  the  counties  of  Highland,  Pendleton,  and  Pocahontas, 
that  you  may  be  enabled  to  re-enforce  your  command  when  necessary. 
Please  send  me  a  report  of  its  present  strength  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, and  inform  me  what  may  be  the  prospect  of  calling  to  your 
aid  volunteers  from  the  country  in  which  you  are  operating.  It  will 
depend  upon  your  strength  and  that  of  the  enemy  opposed  to  you  what 
l>lan  of  operations  can  be  adopted  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  on  this 
point  I  request  your  views  and  opinions,  and  as  to  the  best  line  of  de- 
fense you  can  take  and  hold  so  as  to  cover  the  approaches  to  Staunton. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  B.  liBB, 
Generalj  Commanding. 

Bappahannooe  Bbidge,  March  15, 1862—10.40  a.  m. 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Whiting: 

Mt  Dbab  General  :  I  have  just  received  the  dispatches  by  Captain 
Bandolph,  duplicates  of  which  were  delivered  yesterday  by  a  courier, 
who  bore  a  brief  reply  to  Greneral  Holmes. 

The  depot  at  Fredericksburg,  unless  very  small,  should  be  broken 
np.    A  point  well  in  rear  should  be  chosen. 

It  was  my  intention  in  falling  back  to  take  a  line  on  which  the  two 
bodies  of  troops  could  readily  unite  against  the  body  of  the  enemy  oper- 
ating against  either.  The  Government  wishes  us  to  be  within  reach, 
also,  of  the  troops  on  the  east  and  southeast  of  Bichmond.  The  large 
force  in  the  valley  and  the  good  roads  hence  to  Culpeper  Court-House 
and  Gordonsville  make  it  not  impossible  that  McCleUan,  who  seems  not 
to  value  time  especially,  may  repair  this  railroad  and  advance  upon  both 
routes,  uniting  the  valley  troops  with  his  own.  On  every  account  we 
must  be  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other.  I  can't  understand 
why  you  should  fight  with  the  Bappahannock  in  your  rear.  You  should, 
it  seems  to  me,  be  on  its  south  side.  I  cannot  join  you  on  the  north 
side  without  crossing  at  Fredericksburg. 

Stuart  reported  last  night  the  enemy  in  heavy  force  at  Cedar  Bun,  12 
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miles  from  here.  He  has  made  no  report  this  morning.  I  am  waiting 
for  one.  Should  have  moved  to-day  towards  the  Bapidan  bat  for  the 
necessitj  of  sustaining  him  and  avoiding  the  appearance  to  the  men  of 
fiUling  back  fh>m  the  enemy. 

1  shall  cross  and  be  in  condition  to  co-operate  with  you  as  soon  as 
this  railroad — worse  than  that  at  Harper's  Ferry — will  get  off  oar  stores. 

Tell  General  H.  not  to  have  a  depot  at  Fredericksburg.    Depots  should 
never  be  on  a  defensible  firontier.    Let  him  attend  to  that  immediatdy. 
Yours,  truly. 

J.  E.  JOHNSTON. 


Bappahannock  BBiDaEy  March  15, 1862 — 4  p.  m. 
General  Whiting  : 

My  Dear  General  :  The  sentence  of  mine  upon  which  you  wrote 
the  letter  brought  and  delivered  to  me  an  hour  ago  is  evidently  incom- 
plete, if  you  quote  correctly.  In  sending  you  to  Fredericksburg  it  seems 
to  me  that  I  indicated  in  general  such  principles  as  you  advocate  in  your 
three  letters  which  I  have  received  here.  The  plan  wiUi  which  I  left 
Manassas  was  much  like  that  which  you  proposed  a  day  or  two  ago.  I 
have  been  delayed  here  by  anxiety  to  lose  or  destroy  no  more  public 
property  and  to  secure  in  this  rich  neighborhood  something  that  other- 
wise the  enemy  would  get  possession  of.  Perhaps  I  have  been  too  con- 
fident of  the  slothfhl  condition  of  our  adversaries. 

We  may  be  required  by  the  Government  to  place  ourselves  within 
striking  distance  of  the  armies  of  Yorktown  and  Norfolk.  Jackson.is 
compelled  to  abandon  Winchester.  He  has  a  very  large  force  in  his 
front.  The  presence  of  such  a  force  in  front  of  our  left  makes  it  not  im- 
possible that  this  force  may  be  united  with  the  center,  and  advance,  re* 
pairing  the  railroad.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be  placed  so  as  to  be  able 
to  unite  against  the  enemy's  left  upon  the  Fredericksburg  route,  or  near 
this  route,  against  his  main  body.  ^^  Ought  not  to  be  near  Fredericks- 
burg" should  have  been  written  '^too  near,"  merely  as  a  matter  of  dis- 
cipline. 

Should  a  landing  be  threatened  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, a  line  farther  back  would  be  necessary. 

Stuart,  2  miles  this  side  of  Cedar  Eun,  reports  the  enemy  in  force 
in  his  front  on  that  stream,  with  skirmishers  deployed  on  the  £uther 
bank,  and  looking  for  fords.  Jackson,  by  last  accounts,  dated  yester- 
day (a  mistake  probably),  was  at  Strasburg. 

I  cannot  see  the  merit  of  a  depot  of  importance  at  Fredericksburg. 
I  think  that  I  have  said  this  once,  but  keeping  no  copies  of  letters  to 
my  friends,  I  don't  know.  The  depot  ought  to  be  emptied  forthwith. 
Tell  Genem  Holmes  so  for  me.  I  am  trammeled  now  by  having  a  re- 
serve supply  at  Gulpeper  Court-House ;  but  for  it  I  should  have  b^n  ere 
now  much  nearer  to  you. 
Yours,  truly, 

J.  E.  JOHNSTOK. 


BiOHMom),  Ya.,  Marek  16, 1862. 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston: 

General  :  Holmes  reports  that  Hookei's  division  has  crossed  the 
Potomac  and  occupying  Dumfries,  Occoquan,  Evansport,  and  the  Cho- 
pawamsic,  where  crossed  by  the  Telegraph  road. 

A  column  from  Manassas  occupies  Brentsvillci  he  thinks. 
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Eredericksbnrg  threatened ;  wants  assistance  fh>m  yoa  before  they 
reach  Fredericksburg. 
You  alone  can  determine  or  direct  the  movements  necessary. 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 


BiGHMOiO),  Ya.,  March  16, 1862. 
M%j.  Gen.  T.  H.  Holmes,  Commamdingj  c^a.,  Frederieksburgy  Va,: 

General  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yonr  letter  of  the  15th 
and  IGth  instiint,  by  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Hinsdale.  The  enemy 
has  naturally  occupied  the  ground  from  which  we  have  withdrawn,  and 
seems  fjo  have  taken  a  line  approaching  parallelism  to  the  position  of 
our  army.  What  route  of  approach  to  Kichmond  he  will  adopt  does 
not  now  seem  certain.  His  laud  transportation  would  be  shortened  by 
coming  up  the  Eappahannock,  though  the  route  tcom  the  Potomac 
through  Fredericksburg  offers  other  i^vantages. 

I  do  not  think  his  advance  from  Dumfries,  &c,  can  be  immediate, 
from  what  I  learn  of  the  condition  of  the  roads,  but  that  he  will  ad- 
vance upon  our  line  as  soon  as  he  can,  I  have  no  doubt.  To  retard  his 
movements,  cut  him  up  in  detail  if  possible,  attack  him  at  disadvantage, 
and,  if  practicable,  drive  him  back,  will  of  course  be  your  effort  aua 
study.  It  is  not  the  plan  of  the  Government  to  abandon  any  country 
that  can  be  held,  and  it  is  only  (he  necessity  of  the  case,  I  presume, 
that  has  caused  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  the  Bappahannock.  I 
tmst  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  retrograding  farther.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  main  body  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  seems  to  have  been 
taken  in  reference  to  the  reported  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  Shen- 
andoah Valley.  A  report  from  General  Johnston  of  his  plans  and  in- 
tentions has  not  yet  been  received.  His  movements  arc  doubtless  regu- 
lated by  those  of  the  enemy,  and  he  alone  can  say  whether  it  is  practi- 
cable to  re-enforce  you,  to  enable  you  to  make  the  attack  you  propose 
or  not.  As  advised  by  my  dispatch  of  to-day,  he  has  been  informed  ot 
the  contents  of  your  letter,  and  as  he  must  also  have  received  your 
communication  to  him,  he  will  doubtless  give  such  directions  as  the 
case  admits  of. 

In  the  uncertainty  of  the  position  of  our  own  troops,  that  of  the 
enemy,  the  condition  of  the  roads,  &c.,  the  measures  yon  propose  could 
not  saiely  be  directed  frt>m  here.  A  blow  at  the  enemy  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Ghopawamsio  might,  it  seems  to  me,  come  within  the  scope  of 
your  forces,  provided  it  meets  with  the  concurrence  of  General  John- 
ston, whose  directions  in  the  matter  must,  of  course,  be  had. 

I  very  much  regret  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the  14th  that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  yourself  and  ofQcers  that  Fredericksburg  is  in  itself  unten- 
able. Can  it  be  maintained  by  occupying  a  position  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river  or  in  advance  of  the  hills  on  that  side  f  I  request  that  you 
will  cause  an  examination  of  the  country  to  be  made,  should  you  not 
be  sufficiently  acquainted  with  it,  both  in  your  front  and  rear,  with  a 
view  to  take  the  best  position  the  case  admits  of.  I  would  also  suggest 
that  arrangements  be  made  to  break  up  the  railroad  to  Aquia  Creek  and 
remove  the  iron  as  soon  as  in  your  judgment  it  can  be  done  without 
detriment  to  the  service.  I  think  it  certain  the  enemy  will  press  his 
advance  on  Bichmond  in  every  direction. 

Our  troops  are  coming  in  spiritedly,  and  if  we  can  gain  time,  I  trust 
we  shall  be  able  to  drive  him  back. 
I  am,  &c., 

B.  E.  liEE, 
Oeneralj  Commanding. 
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BiGHMOND,  March  16, 1862. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes,  Frederiekaburg^  Ya, : 

General  :  In  answer  to  yoar  letter  of  the  14th,  respectlDg  the  militia 
called  out  by  the  recent  proclamation  of  the  governor  of  Virginia,  I 
have  to  state  that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  governor  to  use  them  for  the 
pnri>08e,  either  by  draft  or  voluntary  enrollment,  to  fill  up  the  maximnm 
organization  of  the  several  companies  of  the  Virginia  regiments  now  in 
service.  In  the  mean  time  you  can  make  use  of  such  as  have  repcHted 
to  you  in  such  manner  as  your  necessities  may  require. 

The  Government  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  arm  volunteen 
engaged  for  the  war,  but  cannot  undertake  to  furnish  arms  to  the  mihtia 
serving  as  such. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

8.  COOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OemeraL 


Hbadquabtess  Abmt  of  the  Northwest, 

March  17,  ldd2. 

S.  GOOPEB, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneralj  Richmond,  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  reliable  sonroes  I 
have  information  that  the  enemy  beyond  this,  in  the  vicinity  of  Beverly, 
at  Cheat  Mountain,  and  other  points,  do  not  exceed  about  3,000  in  num- 
ber. It  is  reported  further  that  the  transportation  of  their  supplies  is 
exceedingly  difiOicult,  by  reason  of  the  condition  of  the  roads,  and  that 
their  provisions  are  running  short.  They  have  recently— within  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks — ^made  raids  into  Pendleton  County  for  the  purpose 
of  plundering. 

Although  they  have  spoken  and  still  speak  of  a  move  in  this  direc- 
tion, I  hardly  think  they  will  attempt  it  for  the  present. 

If  it  is  in  contemplation  to  move  this  command,  may  I  request  timdy 
intimation  of  itf 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  JOHNSON, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


BiCHMOND,  Va.,  March  17,  1862. 

General  T.  H.  Holmes, 

Commanding  Aquia  District^  Fredericksburg^  Va. : 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been  received.  Should 
General  Johnston  have  selected  no  place  for  the  depot  on  your  line,  I 
would  designate  the  junction  of  the  Central  and  Eichmond  and  Fred- 
ericksburg Railroads  as  a  convenient  position  to  which  to  send  back  your 
surplus  stores.  A  portion  of  these  stores  by  railroad  could  fh>m  this 
I>oint,  if  required,  be  sent  to  General  Johnston's  army,  for  which,  I  un- 
derstand from  your  letter,  they  were  originally  intended.  Some  shelter 
could  doubtless  be  procured  at  the  Junction  and  other  provided.  In 
my  former  letter,  on  the  subject  of  drawing  stores  ftom  the  exposed 
country  in  your  front,  it  was  intended  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
matter  if  stores  were  required.  It  was  not  intended  for  you  to  accumu- 
late more  than  you  could  consume  or  take  care  of,  and  was  based  upon 
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the  sapposition  that  yon  could  hold  the  line  of  the  Bappahannock.  If 
that  line  cannot  be  held,  it  alters  the  case.  Ton  must  therefore  follow 
your  good  jndgment. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

B.  ^.  lirSB, 

OenercUy  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 
Biehmandj  Va.j  March  17, 18G2. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General:  General  Magruder  has  applied  to  be  re-enforced  in  cav- 
alry, and  asks  that  the  Lunenburg  Cavalry  from  Fredericksburg  be 
sent  him,  in  addition  to  other  companies  which  he  names.  Can  you 
spare  the  services  of  this  company,  or  is  there  any  cavalry  in  your  com- 
mand whose  services  yon  could  dispense  with  for  this  purpose  f  There 
is  none  unassigned  with  which  to  re-enforce  him. 
I  am,  &c., 

Oeneraly  Commanding. 


EiCHHOND,  Ya.,  March  17,  1862. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 

Commanding,  <fcc.,  Culpeper  Coart-House,  Va. : 

General  :  I  received  yesterday  from  General  Holmes  a  letter  dated 
14th  instant,  of  which  the  accompanying  is  a  copy. 

I  presume  he  has  already  communicated  with  you  on  the  subject,  but 
as  the  matter  is  bi-iefly  and  distinctly  stated,  1  have  thought  it  mignt  be 
convenient  to  you  to  consider  it  in  the  manner  present^.  In  a  letter 
of  the  16th  General  Holmes  also  reports  that  Hooker's  division  had 
crossed  the  Potomac  at  Evansport,  and  that  a  column  of  5,000  or  6,000 
of  the  enemy  had  reached  Brentsville  from  the  direction  of  Manassas. 
Dumfries  was  occupied  in  force,  but  whether  from  Evansport  or  via  Oc- 
coqnan  he  did  not  know.  He  states  that  the  enemy  landed  a  part  of 
his  force  below  Ghopawamsic,  and  marched  up  that  creek  to  where  it  is 
crossed  by  the  Telegraph  road.  He  considers  these  movements  indi- 
cate a  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  concentrate  hi3  force  for  an  attack  on 
Fredericksburg,  and  that  unless  he  can  be  defeated  before  reaching  it, 
the  town  could  not  be  held  an  hour  after  the  occupation  of  the  hills  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

From  what  is  stated  of  the  condition  of  the  roads  I  hardly  think  an 
immediate  movement  against  Fredericksburg  can  be  made ;  nor  am  I 
aware  of  anything  that  indicates  with  any  degree  of  certainty  what  route 
the  enemy  will  adopt  in  his  march  towards  Kichmond. 

You  have  doubtless  considered  the  subject  with  reference  to  your 
operations,  and  made  your  arrangements  as  to  the  points  to  be  held  and 
defended. 

I  am,  &c., 

!R.  E.  IjEE, 
Oeneralj  Commanding. 

70  R  Rr— VOL  V 
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Headquabtebs  Aquia  Distbict, 

Fredericksburgy  March  14,  18G2. 

Oeneral  B.  E.  Lbe,  Commanding  Army : 

GENEBAI4 :  Since  the  withdrawal  of  Generals  Whiting  and  French 
from  Evansport  and  its  vicinity  the  enemy  have  crossed  the  river  in 
large  force,  and  have  also  advanced  from  the  direction  of  Manassas  as 
far  as  Brentsville.  This  wonld  seem  to  indicate  that  their  efforts  against 
Richmond  will  be  via  Frederickshnrg.  Last  night  I  called  Generals 
Whiting  and  French  and  Colonels  Hampton  and  Pettigrew  in  oonsalta- 
tion.  These  gentlemen  had  served  all  the  fall  and  winter  between  Aquia 
and  the  Occoqnan,  and  were  thns  perfectly  conversant  with  the  coun- 
try and  everything  belonging  to  its  defense.  The  unanimous  resdlt  of 
the  conference  was — 

1st.  Fredericksburg  |>«r  ae  is  untenable;  it  can  only  be  defended  by  a 
force  strong  enough  to  attack  the  enemy's  advance  norUi  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

2d.  The  present  disposition  of  the  enemy's  forces  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  his  advance  will  be  in  three  columns ;  $ .  e.j  from  Manassas, 
Evansport,  and  from  below  Potomac  Creek.  The  two  first  are  most 
serious,  and  if  they  move  simultaneously  absolutely  necessitates  the 
assistance  of  our  main  body  to  the  force  now  about  Fredericksburg; 
and  this  assistance  should  be  given  as  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  there  is 
no  mistake  in  this  programme.  Tou  are  aware  that  at  Frederic^burg 
there  is  a  large  depot,  well  supplied  with  everything  necessary  for  troops, 
which,  independently  of  the  interests  of  its  noble,  zealous,  and  true* 
hearted  people,  makes  its  preservation  and  defense  a  matter  of  much 
importance,  and  which  can  only  be  effected  by  winning  a  battle  before 
the  enemy  arrive,  the  town  being  perfectly  commanded  by  the  heights 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  H.  HOLMES, 

Major-OtneraL 
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Abagast,  Mr.    Mentioned 193 

Abbot,  Henry  I^    Mentioned 24,85,684 

Abbott,  Henry  L.    Mentioned 320 

Abbott,  Thomae.    Mentioned 2126 

Abercrombie,  John  J. 

Mentioned 16, 22,5&-6],  330-332, 339, 514, 515. 740, 757 

Beport  of  operations  opposite  Edwards  Ferry,  October  22-24, 1861 336 

Abort,  Jamea  W. 

Correspondence  with  Nathaniel  P.  Banks 705 

Mentioned 705,706 

Abort,  'William  a    Mentioned 23 

Acoomao  Connty,  Virginia.    Expedition  through,  November   14-22,  1861. 

(See  Virginia,  Eattem  Shore,) 
Acootink,  Va.    Scoat  to,  August  18^  1861.    Beports  of 

Boyd,  WiUiam  H 113 

Franklin,  W.B 113 

Adams,  Captain.    Mentioned 860 

Adama,  Captain.    Mentioned 990 

Adama,  Alfred  W.    Mentioned 422 

Adanoa,  Alonzo  "W.    Beport  of  skirmish  at  Annandale,  Ya.,  Dec.  2, 1861. . .  .      453 

Adama,  JohnQ.    Mentioned 235 

Adams,  P.  B.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Adjntant-Gtoneral'a  OfBoe,  U.  8.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Banks,  N.  P 673 

Kelley,  B.F 380,687 

McClellan,  George  B 60,711,751 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 751 

Bosecraus,  W.  S 656,609,670,687,688,699,721,744 

Stone,  Charles  P 343 

War  Department,  U.  S 346 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  80,  604 ;  No.  94,  639.    Series  1862 :  No.  25, 
759. 
Adjutant  and  Inapeotor  Oeneral'a  OiBce^  C.  8.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Ashby,  Turner 858,892 

Beauregard,  G.  T 767,768,846,921,1003 

Carson,  James  H 924 

Davis,  J.  Lucius 992 

Deas,  George 995 

Donelaon,  Daniel  S 976,992 

Floyd,  John  B 937,975,982,1006,1009 

French,  S.  G 1012, 1032 

(1107) 
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A^Uutant  and  Inspector  Gtenenl's  OlBoa,  C.  S.  A. — Continued. 
CorrespondeDce  with 

HarmaDy  M.  G 971,976,977 

Hetb,  H 1077 

Holmes,  Th.  H 801 

809,  828,834,  893,903,  959,902,  963,987,  992,993,1018,  1096,1097,1101 

Hnger,  Bex^amia 961,1051 

Huttor,  F.  C 936 

Jackson,  H.  B 6% 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 1003 

Jenifer,  W.H 1044,10:i3 

Johnson,  Edward 1101 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 770,772,773,801,826,827,  835,847, 

891,897,909,910,9:22,934,940,954,960,962,  963,  966,  971,974,  965,  986, 
997,  998,  1007,  1020,  1049,  1050,  1058,  1062,  1064,  1065, 10G8, 1081, 1098 

Jones,  Joseph 880 

Lee,Kobert  E 808, 828,  *!«46, 848, 988 

Loring,  W.  W 938,964,965,967,976,979,980,938,9© 

McDonald,  Angus  W 926,931 

Meem,  Gilberts 80tf 

Paxton,  J.  G 978,988 

Peters,  William  E IOC 

Pickett,  George  E 987,994 

Quartermaster  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 896 

Reynolds,  A.  W Iflgg 

Starke,  W.  E 976 

Trimble,  LE 883 

Virgioia,  A^ntant-Gtoneral  of 939 

War  Department,  C.  S 353,1009 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 961,963 

Orders,  General,  series  1861:  No.  15,  913;  No.  18,  960.    Series  1862:  No.  1, 

1016 ;  No.  2,  1022 ;  No.  14, 1099. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1861:  No.  134,  809;  No.  147,  905;  No.  157,  866;  No. 
160,  877 ;  No.  192,  925;  No.  202,  935  ;  No.  206,  938 ;  No.  222,  954 ;  Na  292, 
979 ;  No.  254,  980.   Series  1862 :  No.  5,  1025 ;  No.  22,  103^ ;  No.  33,  1068 ; 
No.  40, 1077 ;  No.  54, 1095. 

Adreon,  C.  C.    Mentioned 5^1 

Ague,  Eli  J.    Mentioned 4^ 

Alabama  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— ^aff»r/M:  Jeff.  Davla,  1029. 

InfAntrj^Batta/hna:  5th,  529,  530,  1030.  HegimenH:  4th,  646, 1030;  5tfa, 
737,  825,  1029;  6th,  737,  825,  1029;  9th,  1029;  10th,  475,  480,  490,  491, 
493,  494,  1029;  11th,  1029;  12th,  1029;  14th,  938,  954,  lOlS,  1013,  1018, 
1020,  1023,1035;  15th,  1030;  18th,  825. 

Albert,  Colonel.    Mentioned 24S 

Alden,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 305-307, 322, 323, 3£ 

Alexander,  Mr.    Mentioned S6l 

Alexander,  Captain.    Mentioned 891 

Alexander,  B.  8. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnard,  J.  G 65,617 

Manther,  Fred.  B 63 

Mentioned 24,64,65,616,677,684,699,714 

Alexander,  E.  P.    Mentioned 545,909 
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Alexander*  Qeorge  D.    Mentioned • • 3U3 

Alexander,  SamuaL    Mentioned 448 

Alexander,  l^iUiam. 

MenUoned 546,547 

Report  of  adyance  of  Union  foroea  into  Virginia  March  7-11, 1862 548 

AU6rd,Jolm  "W.    Mentioned 412 

Alleghany,  Camp,  VT.  Va.    (See  Camp  AUeghany,  W.  Va.) 

Allen,  Jadge.    Mentioned •••• • 916 

Allen,  Captain.    Mentioned • •• •      430 

Allen,  B.  J.    (For  coirespondence,  etc.,  see  AUen  FinkerUm,) 

Allen,  Harriaon.    Mentioned 464 

Allen,  J.Vl.    Mentioned • 976 

AUaton,  Benjamin.    Mentioned • 953 

Alpine  Depot,  "W,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Jannaiy  4, 1862.    fieport  of  Thomas  J. 

Jackson 380 

Anie%  Adalbert.    Beport  of  affair  at  the  month  of  Mattawoman  Creek,  Md., 

November  14,  1861 423 

Amick,  JohnT.    Mentioned 861,862 

AmlBk  Chriatian.    Mentioned • 259 

Ammnnltlon     (See  Mumition$  of  War.) 

Amoiy,  T.  J.  C.    Mentioned 425,433 

Awri^ra^ti^  Mr.    Mentioned 375 

Anderaon,  Colonel.    Mentioned 123, 126 

Anderaon,  George  B. 

Assignments  to  command,.. • • 898 

Mentioned 898, 958, 990, 1030, 1089;  1098 

Anderaon,  QeorgeT.    Mentioned 1061 

Anderaon,  Joaeph  R.    Mentioned 802 

Anderaon,  J.  "W,    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Anderaon,  P.  B.    MenUoned 226,234,460,463,465 

Anderaon,  Rlohard  H. 

Assignments  to  command 1074 

Mentioned 1074 

Anderaon,  Robert.    Mentioned 614 

Anderaon,  Samnel  R. 

Assignments  to  command 770,968,1095 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1071 

Mentioned 187,190,389,390,770,933,968,1000,1067,1072,1095 

Andrew^  A.  B.    Mentioned 446 

Andrews,  B.  B.    Mentioned 470 

Andrews^  George  Ii.    Mentioned 517 

Andre^ra,  Jamea  M.    Mentioned 438 

Aniaanael,  Heniy.    Mentioned 496 

Ankele,  Charlea.    Mentioned 279,502 

Annandale,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  December  2, 1861.    fieports  of 

Adams,  Alonzo  W ...»      453 

Blonker,  Louis 451 

Franklin,  William  B 454 

Newton,  John 454 

AnnapoUa,  Md.    Bnruside's  oonmiand  to  assemble  at 626 

Ann  Eliza,  Propellor.    Mentioned 667 

Antlbna»  Hiram.    Mentioned 173 

Antletam  Iron  l^orka,  Md.    Skirmish  at,  August  27, 1861.    (See  Sumtiuury  of 
Principal  Events,  p.  1.) 


1110  INDEX. 


Aqida  Dlstriot    (See  Northern  Virginiaf  Departmmt  of.) 

Arbaoklei  M.    CorrespoDdence  with  Jefferson  DaTis S& 

AroheFi  J.  J. 

MeDtioned 589-531,744 

Beport  of  withdrawal  of  Confederate  troops  to  the  Bappahannoek  line, 

March  7-9,  1868 534 

Arkansaa  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^aMB//OM;  2d,  1013, 1031.  RogtmenH:  1st,  851,1012, 1014, 1018, 
1023,  1031 ;  3d,  191,  225,  226,  229,  233, 234,  389, 391, 1005, 1067, 1068, 1078, 
1060. 

Axmiatoad,  L.  A.    Mentioned 938 

Aims,  Bqiiipmeiit%  ato. 

Deficiencies  in.    (See  MumUiono  of  War,) 

Fabrication  of.    Commonioations  from  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gtoneral's 

Office,  C.S.  A 1064 

Armstrong  H.  O.    Mentioned 406 


Congratnlatory  orders.    Action  at  Bomney,  W.  Va.,  October  26,  1861 380 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 564, 568,560,562,565 

Dix,  John  A 556,558.565 

KeUey,  B.  F €85,638 

Lander,  Frederick  W 630 

MoClellan,GkK>rgeB 561,579 

Bosecraps,  W.  S 552,554,555,605,612,615,622,625,634 

Stone,  Charles  P 329,330,344 

ThrnsUm,  CM 623 

War  Department,  U.  S 573 

Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  15, 567 ;  No.  97, 647.   Series  1862 :  No.  6, 706 ; 
No.  23,  733. 

Arnold,  ColoneL    Mentioned 990 

Arthur,  l^iUUm  Smith.   (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see Skomamdoak  Co.  ComrU) 
Ashby,  Tomer. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A ffi8,89S 

War  Department,  C.S 936 

Mentioned 242,390,392,395,522,651,891,896,919,920,937,977 

Beports  of 

BoliTar  Heights,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  October  16,  1861 247 

Winchester,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  March  7, 1862 SeS 

Ashe.'W.  &. 

Correspondence  with 

Qoartermaster-Qeneral's  Office,  C.  S.  A 975 

Whitcomb,  H.  D fC6 

Mentioned 873 

Askaw, l^illiam.    Mentioned 45e,4Sb 

Astor,  J.  J.,  Jr.    Mentioned .^ 23,752,737 

Atldnsoii,  H.    Mentioned 28S,2S 

Ausnr,  Ctaxistopher  C.    Mentioned 21,708,71;^ 

Austin,  J.    Mentioned ISO 

Aversll,  "W.  'W. 

Correspondence  with  Fitz  John  Porter 44S 

Mentioned 51,515 

*BmbnusM  oorretpaadence  of  Hallaok  sad  8oott  only. 


nvDsx*  1111 


Avirvtt,  Captain.    Mentioned tt48 

BaboocdK,  O.  fi. 

Comspondenoe  with  George  B.McCleUan 677,692 

Mentioned S4,6&4,71S,7S7 

Babo,  Alola.    Mentioned 317 

Baohe,  Alexander  D.    Mentioned 85 

Bacon,  Mi^or.    Mentioned 875 

Bagga,  John  P.    Mentioned 4t)8 

Bailey,  Captain.    Mentioned 803 

Bailey,  Lientenant[t].    Mentioned 458 

Bailey^M^or.    Mentioned 780 

Bailey,  O.  B.    Mentioned 418 

Bailey'a  Cornera,  Va.    Skirmishea  near,  Angnst  SS-30, 1861. 

Commnuications  horn  Qeoige  B.McCiellan 121 

Report  B  of 

Champlin,  Stephen  G 119 

DiUman,  Loais 120 

Baird, 'William.    Mentioned 407 

Baker,  Edward  D. 

Coneepondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 584 

Stone,  Charles  P 302,303 

Mentioned 16,34,290,291,294-^8,300- 

304,  307,  309,  310,  312, 319, 321, 322, 324, 327-329, 340, 350, 355, 371, 1027 

Report  of  affair  at  Mnneon's  Hill,  Va.,  September  28, 1861 217 

Baker,  Jacob.    Mentioned 382 

Baker,  L.  8.    Mentioned 446,492 

Baldixrln,  dark  B.    Mentioned 422 

Baldixrln,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 899 

Mentioned 225 

Baldixrln,  R.  F.    Mentioned 407 

Ball,  Bev.  Mr.    Mentioned 184 

BaU,MiOo'-    Mentioned 439,440 

Ball,  Jamea  L.    Mentioned 498 

Ball, 'William  B.    Mentioned 36R,369,371 

Ballon,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned 357 

Balloon,  Steamer.    Mentioned 620 

Ball'a  Blnff,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Oetober  21, 1861. 
Casoalties.    Betoms  of 

Confederate  troops 353 

Union  troops 308 

CommunicatioDS  from 

A^lutant-Generars  Office,  U.  8.  A 346 

Ac^utant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 353 

Army  Headquarters * 329 

Beauregard,  G.  T 347 

Davis,  Jefferson 352 

Evans,  Nathan  G 305,306,352,353 

Fry,  JamesB G26 

Hamiltiin,  Charles  S 316 

McCleilan,  Georfre  B 32,290 

Palfrey,  Francis  W 305 

Stone,  Charles  P 32-34,290,299,302-307,330 

War  Department,  U.  S 340 
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Ball's  Blofl;  Va.    Engagement  at,  October  21, 1861— Contmued. 
Orders : 

Beauregard,  G.T 54* 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 34'? 

McClellan,  George  B a*l 

Stone,  Charles  P 299,316 

BejMrtsof 

Barksdale,  WiUiam 3S4 

Bartlett,  William  F 3l5 

Beauregard,  G.T 347 

CogsweU,  Milton 330 

Devens,  Charles 3u? 

Duff,  W.L 363 

£Tans,NathaDG 34? 

Featherston,  W.  8 357 

Fletcher,  L.  D 356 

Griffin,  Thomas  M 365 

Hinks,  Edward  W 312,314 

Honton,  Eppa Z60 

Jenifer,  W.  H 36cJ 

McClellan,  GeorgeB 32-35,290 

McGuirk,  John «. , 360 

Mooney,  James  J 323 

Palfrey,  Francis  W 317 

Stone,  Charles  P 292,893,300 

Wistar,  Isaac  J 3)26 

Young,  Francis  G 3^ 

Resolution  of  U.  8.  House  of  Representatives.     Reply  of  War  Depart- 
ment to 346 

River  transportation.    Report  of  Charles  P.  Stone  of  means  of 304 

Ball'a  Croaa-Roada,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  August  27-2d,  1861    (See  Summary  »/ 
PrtHcipdl  Events,  p.  1.) 

Baltimore,  Steamer.    Mentioned 710 

Baltimore,  Md.    Affairs  in,  generally.    CommunicationB  from  John  A.  Dix 623. 

738, 746, 765 

Baltimore  Police  Commiaalonera.    Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 7^ 

Banka,  Nathaniel  P. 
Corre8i>ondeuce  with 

Abert,  James  W 703 

Adjntant-Generars  Office,  U.S. A C73 

Army  Headquarters 554,558,560,562,565 

Dana,  N.  T.  J 738 

Geary,  John  W 574,593,600,733,735 

Hamilton,  C.  S 739 

Kenly,  John  R 571 

Leonard,  Samuel  H 399,553,578,651,678,688,7^ 

McClellan,  George  B 56,50,574,585,594,649-652,660. 

676,  693,  694,  696,  703,  705,  721, 725, 726, 734,  r3d,  739, 74:1,746,748, 75(' 

Maryland,  Governor  of 19: 

Perkins,  D.  D 705,700 

Sedgwick,  John 733,750 

Stone,  Charles  P OOu 

Strother,  David  H 661 

War  Department,  U.  8 193, 562, 583, 711, 7£I 
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Pftge^ 
Banks,  Nathazilel  P. — Continned. 

Mentioned 15,18,  32-34,  48, 

56,  57,  59-63,  66,  68,  70,  74-76, 89,  91,  92, 98,  99,  111,  128, 239,  290,  298, 
299,  317, 330,  333,  334,  340, 347,  331, 390, 456, 558, 560, 567-569, 573,  578, 
579,  582,  583,  588,  593,  594,  600, 614, 650, 658, 659, 663, 669, 693, 702, 703, 
712,  719,  732,  742,  748,  749,  754,  755,767,768,819,887,894,929,930,947, 
978, 981, 983, 1004, 1008, 1018-1020, 1033, 1034, 1036-1040, 1076, 1080, 1063 
Beporteof 

Bolivar  Heiglits,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  October  16,  1861 239 

Maryland.  Arrest  of  members  of  the  Legislature  of,  and  other  citizens . .      194 
Potomac  River,  Dam  No.  5,  on  the. 

Operations  against,  December  17-21,  1861 397-399 

Skirmish  at,  December  8,  1861 396 

Seneca  Creek,  Md.    Skirmish  opposite,  September  16,  1861 199 

Stone,  Charles  P.    March  to  re-enforce,  October  21, 1861 338 

BankB,  R.  O.    Mentioned 1009 

Barbour,  Alfred.    Mentioned ^ 533,990,1067,1090.1094 

Baxksdale.  William. 

Mentioned 292,350,352,358,362,370,371 

Report  of  operations  on  the  Potomac  near  Leesbnrg,  Va.,  October  21-22, 

1861 354 

Baniard,  John  O. 

Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  B.  S 65,617 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A 678 

McClellau,  George  B 606,022.624,626,676,698,712 

Memorandum  of  proposed  operations  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 671 

Mentioned 24, 47,  £75, 608, 609. 616, 622, 624, 682, 728 

Report  of  means  of  water  transportation.  Army  of  the  Potomac 667 

Barnard,  V^,  C.    Mentioned 539 

Bame%  Private.    Mentioned 494 

Barnes,  Hugh.    Mentioned 486 

Barr,  James.    Mentioned 198 

Bairinger,  Rufus.    Mentioned 446 

Barrows,  Sylvester  D.    Mentioned 448,449 

Barry,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 61,579,580,624,626 

Mentioned 12,14,61,575,622,682,099 

Report  of  organization  and  operations  of  the  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the 

Potomac,  from  July  25,  1861,  to  September  1,  1862 66 

Baratow,  B.  P.    Mentioned..., 630,631 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  /'.  W,  Lander.) 

Bartlett,  William  F.    Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Bluff,  Va.,  October  21, 

1861 318 

Barton,  Private.    Mentioned 494 

Barton,  Beth  M. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1055 

Mentioned 191,224,225,228,233,393,394,1054 

Notes  on  the  location  and  approaches  to  Romuey,  W.  Va 1055 

Bassett,  Edward  E.    Mentioned 498 

Bath,  W.  Va.    Skirmishes  at,  January  :M,  1862.    Reports  of 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 389 

Linton,  Samuel  S 400 

Baugh,  Sergeant-Major.    Mentioned 371 
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Baxter,  O.A.    Mentioned 309,371 

Bayard,  Qeorge  D. 

Mentioned • • 448 

Beport  of  expedition  to  DraaesviUe,  Va.,  and  sUimiih  at^  NoT.!i6-27, 

1861 448 

Baylor,  Colonel.    Mentioned 890,696 

Baylor,  Tbomaa  O.    Mentioned 29 

Baylor,  W^illlam  a  H.  -Mentioned 391,394 

Beaoh,  Albert  F.   Mentioned S84 

Beale.  R.  Zi.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Holmes,  Theophilns  H SfTi 

War  Department,  C.  8 900,9^ 

MenUoned 967,973,991,1006 

Bealer,  Qeorga.    Mentioned 188 

Baaomon^  Myron  B.    Mentioned 387 

Baatty,  B.    Mentioned 476 

Baanregard,  O.  T. 

AasignmentB  to  command 913, 1048, 1053 

Conrespondenee  with 

A^lntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 767,768,846,921,1008 

DaTis,  Jefferson 903,906,990,996,944,945 

Evans,  Nathan  Q 347,929.964 

Hill,  D.  H 995,999,1019,1021,1087,1033-1035,1040 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 778,967,990 

Van  Dom,  Earl 890 

War  Department,  C.S 877,882,904,906,1008,1038,1048 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 960 

Mentioned 181,892, 

353,545,613,737,  707,769,773,  797,  824,825,  833,834,  860,684-886,889, 
891-893, 896,  907, 913, 923, 929,  932,  941,  944,  951,  953,  967, 960, 964, 981, 
967,  1008,  1014,1029,  1037,1038, 1040,1048,1051,  1053,  1074,  1075,1089 
Beport  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Bluff,  Va.,  October  21, 18H1,  and  oongratn- 

latory order 347,343 

Backer,  O.    Mentioned 143,144 

Baoklay,  'W.  Va.    (See  JBUUMgk  Ceart-^oass,  W.  Fo.) 

Baokley,  A.    Mentioned 133^ 

125, 126, 154, 160, 771, 778-780, 784, 794, 816, 831, 638, 640, 844 

Beokwith,  Aaoa.    Mentioned 26 

Bedford,  C.  Z.    Mentioned 189 

Bee,  Barnard  B.   Mentioned 797 

Behm,  John.    Mentioned 502 

Belcher,  O.  8.    Mentioned 400 

Ball,  Charlea  A. 

Mentioned • 444 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Vienna,  Va.,  November  26,  1861 443 

Ball,  George.    Mentioned 26 

Bell,  H.  M.    Report  of  descent  npon  Hontersville,  W.  Va.,  Jannaiy  3, 1862. ..      500 

Bell,  John  T.  D.    Mentioned 44d 

Bell,  Lnthar  V.    Mentioned 637 

Bell,  l^ilUam  B.    Mentioned 28 

Beller'a  Mill,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  2, 1861.    (See  ^WMary  of  PHm- 

cipal  Events f  p.  2.) 
Beman,  Bdgar  G.    Mentioned 561,5922 
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Pftff*. 
Benbam,  Henry  W. 
Correspondence  ^ith 

Lander,  W.  P 047 

Boeecrans,  W.  8 259^^0,282.647 

Mentioned 130.132,140,250- 

258.  271-273,  276»  277,  283,  284,  555,  586,  630,  631. 634. 636. 639. 657. 669 
Reports  of 

Camifis  Ferry,  Oanley  River,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  Sept.  10, 1861 . .      133 
Kanawha  and  Now  River  region,  W.  Va.    Operations  in,  November 

11-16,  1861 278 

Benjamin,  Jadah  P.    Mentioned 150,15:).  IC9.  162,166 

285,  353,  393.  394,  601,  875.  879.  884,  891,  897,  904.  906,  913,  917-920, 
927.  940,  94:>-945.  947,  951,  964,  966-968,  976, 978. 997.  1005. 1009. 1010, 
1016,  1017,  1022,  1027, 1037. 1041, 1048, 1049. 1053, 1056. 10C7. 1059. 1062- 
1064,  10G6,  1071. 1072,  1074, 1078,  1083,  1086. 1087. 1089. 1090, 1092. 1096 
(For  corresjMndence,  etc.,  see  War  Department^  C,S.) 

Bennett,  David  A.    Mentioned 449 

Benae,Jamea.    Mentioned 186 

Benton,  James  O.    Mentioned 68 

Bentiic^k.  Cbarleflw    Mentioned 372 

Berena, 'WiUiam  F.    Mentioned 167 

Berkeley,  Charlesw    Mentioned 367 

Berkeley,  N.    Mentioned 367 

Berkeley,  I'V'lUiam  N.    Mentioned 367 

Berlin,  Md.    Skirmishes  at  and  near,  September  1&-29,  1861.    (See  Summary 

of  Principal  EvenU,  p.  2.) 
Berry,  Hiram  O. 

Correspondence  with  John  Sedgwick 418 

Mentioned 414.419,420 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  Pohick  Chnrch  and  the  Occoqnan  River,  Va., 

November  12,  1861 417 

Beny,  J.  Owen.    Mentioned 329 

Beny.  Matthew.    Mentioned 506 


Mentioned 243,246,247 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Bolivar  Heights,  W.  Va.,  October  16,  1861. 244 

C.L.    Mentioned 398-400.595 

Blddle.  J.H.    Mentioned 470 

Blddle^ 'WUliam  F.    Mentioned 23 

Bieral,  Lewia.    Mentioned 328 

Big  Bandy  Region,  VI,  Va.    (For  operations  in,  see  TTeat  Virginia,  Kanawha 
region.) 

Bingham.  JadaonD.    Mentioned 650 

Biroh,  Mr.    Mentioned 439 

Bird,  SCark.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Shenandoah  County  Court.) 

Bimey,  David  B.    Mentioned 20 

Blair,  F.  P.,  jr.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Congreee,  U,  S,) 

Blair,  Montgomery.    ( For  correspond^ce,  etc.,  see  Poet-Office  Department,  U,  S, ) 

Blair,  Vr,  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Harvie,  Edwin  J 980 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 898 

Mentioned 836,657,977.980.1011.1067 

Blake^  QeorgeA.  H.    Mentioned 19 
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Blake's  Faim,  VT.  Va.    Bkirmiahes  at,  November  10-11, 1861. 

Report  of  Jacob  D.  Cox 273 

Sketch  showing  position  of  forces 274 

(See  also  Jfett  Virginia,    OperaiUmt  in  Kanawha  r^yioa.) 

Blano,  W.  T.    Mentioned 464 

Blandlord,  Mark  H.    Mentioned 463 

Blandy,  B.  177.    Mentioned 49b 

Bledao6b  A.  T.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Department^  C  8,) 
Blenker,  Zionlai 

Mentioned 1S» 

17-19,  '3Q,  58-62, 65.  m,  89, 439, 454, 455, 495, 553, 650, 716, 732, 755, 763 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Annandale,  Va.,  December  2, 1861 4S1 

Blewett, l^ilUam  E.    Mentioned 541 

Blizm,  J.  P.    Mentioned 22S 

Bloom,  F.  8.    Mentioned 22d 

Bloomary  Gap^  'W.  Va..    Affair  at,  February  14, 1802.    Reports  of 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 389 

Lander,  F.W 406 

Bencendiyer,  J 406 

8100,^01111.    Mentioned 207 

Blue,  Loain.    Mentioned 2M 

Blue  Creek,  1^.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  1,  18H1.    (See  Summarff  of  Rrm- 

dpal  EventBt  p.  2.) 
Blue  Stone,  VI.  Va.    Skirmish  at  the  mouth  of  the,  February  8, 1862.    Report 

of  William  £.  Peters 509 

Blue'a  Houae,  'W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  August  26, 1861.    (See  Summary  of  Prim' 
dpal  EeeniMf  p.  1.) 

Blunt,  Charlea  E.    Mentioned 684 

Bogert,  John.    Mentioned 547 

Boega,  Goneial.    Mentioned 389,937,942,984,1034,1039,1010 

Bogga,  E.  "W.    Mentioned 467 

Bohlen,  Henry.    Mentioned 716 

Boblender,  Alexander.    Mentioned 144 

BoUvar  Heighta,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  October  16, 1861.    Reports  of 

Ashby,  Turner 947 

Banks,  Nathaniel? 239 

Bertram,  Henry 244 

Geary,  John  W 239 

Gould,  J.  P 243 

O'Brien,  MoHOs 246 

Whitman,  Geoi-ge  J 245 

Bonawits,  Jaoob  A.    Mentioned 4c5 

Bonham,  Milledge  Zk 

Assignments  to  command 914,945,961 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston 1066 

Mentioned 737,778,825,892,914,928,945,961,973,990,1029 

Boone  Conrt-Honae,  "W,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  1, 1861.    (See  SummaiTf 

of  Principal  EvenU,  p.  2.) 
BoiTowe,  William. 

Mentioned 171,  I7i 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at^  Lowiosville,  Va ,  September  11, 

1831 179 

Boaley,  W.  K.    Mentioned 644 

Bostiok,  F.    Mentioned 966 
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Boston,  Steamboat.    Mentioned ^ 412 

Boffwell,  James  K.    Mentioned 1079 

Boteler,  A.R. 

Coirespondence  with  State  Department,  C.  S 919 

Mentioned 690 

Boteler,  Bdward  M.    Mentioned S05,S07 

Bow^e,  Peter.    Mentioned   313-315, 3S0, 326 

Bo^D^en,  Cliarlea.    Mentioned 482 

Bo'vren,  Nioolaa.    Mentioned 26,551 

Bowen,  l^alter.    Mentioned 203,210,213 

Bo'v^e,  Adjntant.    Mentioned 368 

Bo^D^lva,  John'W.    Mentioned 458,496 

Bo^wman,  Heniy.    Mentioned ^ 323 

BoydyAmoa.    Mentioned 222 

Boyd,  'William  H. 

Mentioned 450,451 

Beports  of. 

Accotink,  Ya.    Scont  to,  and  Akirmisfa  at  Pohick  Chnrcfa,  Va.,  Angnst 

18,1861 113 

Fairfax  Conrt-Honse,  Ya.    Skirmieli  near,  November  27, 1861 449 

Boyer,  Mr.    Mentioned 856 

Boykln, Francia M., jr.    Mentioned 462,463,465 

Boyle,  Mr.    Mentioned 764 

Bradbury,  DanieL    Mentioned 475,480 

Bradford,  Thomaa  C.    Mentioned 68 

Bradley,  J.  M.    Mentioned 354 

Bragg,  Braxton.    Mentioned  ^. 895,990,1067 

Bramhall,  W.  M.    Mentioned 293,297,310,321,322 

Brannan,  John  M.    Mentioned 107,717 

Brazton  Cotmty,  Y7.  Va.     Skirmishes  in,  December  29-30, 1861.     Extract— 

"  Record  of  EventSj*^  Department  of  Western  Virginia  for  December,  1861 496 

Braxton  Conrt-Hooae,  "W.  Va    (See  SuttonvilUf  W.  Va.) 

Brecolt,  J.  ^7.    Mentioned 196 

Brennan,  Simon.    Mentioned 503 

Brentley,  Daniel  B.    Mentioned 235 

Bre'^nrerton,  Henry.    Mentioned 559 

Brien,  Assistant  Adjntant-General.    Mentioned 493 

Brigga,  B.  A.    Mentioned 76 

Brigman,  Private.    Mentioned 494 

Briacoe,  Captain.    Mentioned 392 

Brock,  Captain.    Mentioned 115,816,824 

Brockenbrongh,  JohnM.    Mentioned 1006 

Brooka,  Lewis.    Mentioned 186,187,221 

Brooks,  Y^illlamT.  H.    Mentioned 20,83,107-109,713,717 

Brookes,  Private.    Mentioned 2:^2 

Broome,  John.    Mentioned 386 

Brown,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 407 

Brown,  Charles  L.    Mentioned 306 

Brown,  David  I^    Mentioned 198 

Brown,  G.  C.    Mentioned 235 

Brown,  George 'V7111iam.    Mentioned 194,196 

Brown,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 541 

Brown,  James  D.    Mentioned 507 

Brown,  Jonathan.    Mentioned 45^ 
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Brawn,  SouBthui'W.    Mentioned 335 

Brown,  J.  V^,    Mentioned 228 

Brown,  Thomas  L.    Mentioned 771 

Browne,  Captain.    Mentioned 366 

Bnunlay,  A.  V.    Mentioned. • 964 

Bryan,  J.  H.    Mentioned 446 

Bryant,  Bd.E.    Mentioned 2^ 

Bryant,  Henry.    Mentioned 333 

Bnchanan,  Franklin.    Mentioned 1098 

Bnckner,  Mr.    Mentioned 960 

Badd*a  Ferry,  Md. 

AfEain  around,  October  22-November  12, 1861.    Beports  of 

Taylor,  Nelson 372 

Williamson,  Roberts 373-377 

Bkirmish  near,  October  28, 1831.    Report  of  Joseph  Hooker 3M 

BneU,  Don  Carloa. 

CorresiMndence  with  George  B.  MoClellan 38 

Mentioned -. 16,32,37,44,54,73,589,669,670,688 

Bugh,  W^Uliam  A.    Mentioned 167 

Bunker  HiU,  Va.   Skirmish  at,  March  5, 1862.   Report  of  Alphena  8.  WiU- 

iams 517 

Bnrbank,  Bllaha.    Mentioned 600 

Burke,  John.    Mentioned 416 

Borkeb  Joeeph  1^.    Mentioned 135-137 

Burkeb  Martin. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 312 

Stone,  Charles  P 342 

Wool,  John  E 196 

Mentioned 313 

Burke,  Redmond.    Mentioned 494,10t& 

Burke^  Samuel.    Mentioned 283 

Burke  Station,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  December  4,  1861.    (See  Swmmarg  of  Ftm- 

cipal  ErenUj  p.  3.) 

Burka,  Mr.    Mentioned 184 

Burka,  Jeaae  S.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Burlln^n,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  1,  1861.    (See  Smmmarg  of  iVti»- 

eipal  Events f  p.  2.) 

Bumham,  Hinun.    Mentioned 219 

Bum!?,  Andrew.    Mentioned 1011 

Bnma,  'WUUaml^.    Mentioned 19,606,714,726,727 

Bumalde  Ez])editioa    References  to,  by  Confederates 93^ 

1019, 1020, 1025, 1035, 1038, 1069 
Bumaide^  A.  B. 

Correspomlenoe  with  George  B.  MoClellan 36 

Mentioned 12,35,44,73,86,686, 

650, 667, 668, 672, 750, 751, 753, 979, 1007, 1018. 1019, 1025, 1028, 1035, 1069 

Ordered  to  assemble  troops  of  his  command  at  Annapolis,  Md 686 

Burt,B.R    Mentioned 349,351,353,354,338,301,3^,370,371 

Bua^^ell,  Thomaa.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 890 

Butler,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  MoClellan 40 

Mentioned 37,74,979 

Butterfleld,  DanleL    Mentioned 16,20,715 
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Buztoo,  Ranols  Ik 

Correspondenoe  with  George  B.  MoClellan • 613 

Mentioned. 606 

Statements o£    Confederate fbroes at Loeeborg, Va 339,341 

Byerik  l^alterD.    Mentioned 486 

Byram,  &  D.    Mentioned .u.....        75 

Byrnes  Richard.    Mentioned 449 

Cabell,  VTilliam  L. 

Correepondence  with 

EyanSy  James  A...... 873 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 873 

Mentioned 848,871-873,941,942 

Cablea,  Charlea  R.    (See  William  T.  Smltkton.) 

Caldwell,  BIr.    Mentioned * 31 

Caldwell,  Joseph. 

Correspondenoe  with  William  H.  Howe 1024 

Mentioned 1024 

Callan,  Mr.    Mentioned 928 

Calllsoo,  J.    Mentioned 908 

Judge.    Mentioned 916 

.,  Herman.    Mentioned. 547 

Cameron,  John.    Mentioned 547 

Cameron,  Robert  A.    Mentioned 172,173 

Cameron,  Simon.    Mentioned 35-37, 100, 102, 195, 346, 661»678, 684 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Departmentf  U.  8,) 

Camp  Alleghany,  'W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  December  13^  1861. 
Casualties.    Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 468 

Union  troops 457 

Communications  from 

Stager,  Anson 456 

War  Department,  C.  S 459,464 

Reports  of 

Conner,  Z.  T 465 

Dabney,  C.  E 467 

HaDsbrougb,  G.  W 465 

Johnson,  Edward 460-462 

Jones,  James  A. 457 

LoTing.W.  W 459,460 

Milroj,  Robert  H 456 

Reger,  A.  G 466 

Campbell,  CharleaT.    Mentioned 127,482 

Campbell,  J.  A.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Campbell.  J.  C.    Mentioned 365,366,368,369 

Camp  Diokereon,  W.  Va.    Sketch  of,  and  of  country  near  Gauley  Bridge, 

W.  Va 948 

Candler, l^illiam L.    Mentioned 422,596,648 

Candy,  Charlea.    Mentioned 295,298,303 

Contwell,  Jamea.    Mentioned 379 

Caperton,  A.  T.    Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Jenifer 1052 

Carey,  SamueL    Mentioned 505,510 

Carlile,  John  8.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 561 

Gamifia^  Mr.    Mentioned 828 


1120  INDEX. 


Camifiz  Farry,  Oanlay  River,  'V7.  Va.    EDgagement  at,  September  10, 1861. 
Casaalties.     Betnms  of 

Confederate  troops.    (See  respectiTe  reports.) 

Union  troops • 146 

Communications  from 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 599 

War  Department,  C.  S 148 

Reports  of 

Benham,  Henry  W 133 

Ewing,  Hngh 145 

Floyd,  John  B 146 

Lytle,  William  H 136 

McCook,  Robert  L 141 

Moor,  Augustas •••      143 

PoBchner,  Frederick 144 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 128,1» 

Scammon,  Eliakim  P 145 

Schambeck,  F  144 

Smith,  William  S 139 

Sondershoff,  Charles 142 

Wallace,  James  D 138 

White,  CarrB 137 

Wise,  Henry  A 149,150 

Car^y,  R.  M.    Report  of  engagement  between  Confederate  batteries  at  moath 

of  Potomac  Creek,  Va.,  and  U.  S.  Steamers  Yankee  and  Release 114 

Carpenter,  J.    Mentioned 977 

Carr,  Mr.    Mentioned v 161,844.845 

Carroll,  Private.    Mentioned 494 

Carroll,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 440 

Carroll,  8.  S.    Mentioned 404-406 

Carson,  James  H. 

Corresi>ondence  with 

A^utantand  Inspector  Oeneral's  Office,  C.  S.  A 934 

Lee,  Robert  £ 790 

Mentioned 389,390,393,405,676,817, 

818,  825,  858,  898,899,933,  934,  936,  937,942,976,  1026,  1034,  1039,1040 

Carter,  Oliver  P.    Mentioned 235 

Casey,  Sllaa. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 387,388 

Mentioned 12,17,18,20,32,291,385,650,669,717,732,749,756 

Ca8kle,RA.    Mentioned 123,126,127,776,780,822,1026 

Casper,  P. 'V7.    Mentioned 449 

Caasville,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  23,  1861.    (See  Summanf  of  PHnd- 
pal  EventSf  p.  2.) 

Cathcart,  James  L.    Mentioned 668 

Cedar  Run,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  March  14-16, 1862.    Reports  of 

McClellan,  George  B 550 

Stoneman,  George 550 

Zook,  SamnelK 551 

Chambllaa,  l^Uliam  R    Mentioned 358 

Champlin,  Stephen  G. 

Mentioned 121 

Reports  of 

Bailey's  Comers,  Ya.    Skirmishes  near,  Angnst  28-30,  1861 119 

Oocoqnan  Village,  Va.    Reconuaiasance  to,  Febmaiy  3, 1862 503 


INDEX.  1121 

Page. 

Chancellor,  Colonel.    Mentioned 514 

Chandler,  Z.    Mentioned « 61 

Chapman,  A.  A.  Mentioned 123, 

125, 126, 154, 160, 771, 779, 7B0, 816, 831,  b32, 838, 840, 844 

Chapman,  Charles  "W,    Mentioned 519,520 

Chapman,  Qeorge  H^ 

Mentioned 469,675,690 

Beport  of  capture  of  sloop  Victory,  December  15,  1861 469 

Charley  Edmnnd  C.    Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 760 

Charleston,  &  C.    Be-enforeemeuts  for,  from  W.  Va.    CommunicationB  from 

Acyatant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 903 

Lee,  Robert  E , 992 

Charlesworth,  James  F.    Mentioned  468 

Chase,  XL  7.    Mentioned 284 

Chase,  8.  P.    Mentioned 577 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  I^reaaBrjf  Department,  U,  8,) 

Chatard,  Frederick.    Mentioned 1032,1081 

Clieat  Mountain,  VT.  Va.    (For  operations  in  and  about,  see  Weal  Virginia. 

Operations  Cheat  Mountain  region.) 
Cheat  Mountain,  District  o£    (Union.) 

Constituted  and  limits  delincd 691 

Milroy,  R.  H.,  assigned  to  command 691 

Cheat  Mountain  Pass.    Action  and  skirmishes  at,  September,  1831.    (See  West 

Virginia.     Operations  Cheat  Mountain  region,) 
Cheat  River,  'V7.  Va.    Skirmish  on  Dry  Fork  of,  January  8,  1862.    (See  Suln- 

mary  of  Principal  Er^niSj  p.  4.) 
Cheat  Summit,  VT.  Vs.    Action  and  skirmishes  at,  Septemberi  1861.    (See 

West  Virginia,     Operations  Cheat  Mountain  region,) 
Cherry  Run,  V^,  Vs.    Skirmish  at,  December  25, 1861.    (See  Summary  of  Prin- 
cipal Events f-p,  4.) 

Chesbrough,  Colllna    Mentioned 336 

Chichester,  J.  C.    Mentioned 440,442,443 

Childs,  A.O.    Mentioned 684 

Childs,  Frederick  L.    Mentioned 918 

Chilton,  O.  &.    Mentioned 860 

Chilton,  R.  H.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs 

O^ce,  C,  S.A,) 
Christian,  l^illlam  H. 

Correspondence  with  H.  W.  Slocnm ^     237 

Mentioned SK%,671 

Christopher,  A.  C.    Mentioned 188 

City  of  Richmond,  Steamer.    Mentioned 667 

Claggett,  Thomas.    Mentioned 196 

Claiboume,  J.  H.    Correspondence  with  S.  Hunter 858 

Clark,  Charles. 

Assignments  to  command 898,913,935 

Mentioned 890,892,894,898,913,935 

Clark,  Chester  C.    Mentioned 547 

Clark,  George  T.    Mentioned 188 

Clark,  James  V.     Mentioned 206 

Clark,  Robert  C.    Mentioned « 547 

Clarke,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 305,369 

Clarke,  Llentenant.    Mentioned..... 523 

71  B  B— VOL  V 


1122  INDEX. 


Clarke^ Henry F.    Mentioned, 88,S9,81«S75 

Clarkflon,  John  N. 

Mentioned S68,411,674,»60,924 

Beport  of  reconnaiBBance  in  Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va.,  October  SJ-27,  1861.      377 

Clain'gea,  Samnel  B.    Mentioned 486 

Clay  County,  'V7.  Va.    Skirmishes  in,  December  29-30, 1861.  ^fiztraot— <'iieo- 

urd  of  Events/*  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  for  December,  1861 496 

deary,  F.  D. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 86G 

Mentioned 108,856 

Clooe,  James  H.    Mentioned ^     &41 

Clothing,  Camp  and  Ghmiaon  Bqnlpage.    (See  MutUtions  of  War,) 

CloWf  James  B.    Mentioned 476 

Cocker  P.  St.  tteorge. 

Assignments  to  command 961 

Mentioned 778,825,961,973 

Coffin,  Rnftis.    Mentioned 426,427 

Cogswell,  Milton. 

Mentioned 34,293,297,307,310,311,314,316,324,325,327,329,361 

Beport  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Blnff,  Va. ,  October  21,  1861 SSO 

Colbom,  A.  V.    Mentioned 23,168,330,575 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  George  B,  MoCUUan.) 

Cole,  Arohle.    Mentioned 531,  lOcS,  1091 

Cole,HenxyA.    Mentioned 521,522 

Cole,  R.  O. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.Loring 960 

Mentioned 891 

Coleman,  A.  H.    Mentioned 273 

Coleman,  C.  V^,    Mentioned 448 

Coleman,  Thomas.    Mentioned 449 

Colgan,  John.    Mentioned 175 

Collins,  Captain.    Mentioned 10J2 

Collins^  Private.    Mentioned 463.466 

Colston,  RT.    Mentioned 390,392 

Columbia,  Steamer.    Mentioned 067,723 

Columbus,  Xy.    G.  T.  Beauregard  assigned  to  command  of  defenses  at 1048 

Comfield,  Captain.    Mentioned 248 

Comly,  James  M.    Mentioned 696 

Comstook,  Mr.    Mentioned 306 

Comstool^  C.  B.    Mentioned 84,65,684 

Confederate  Troops. 

Casualties.    Betums  of. 

Ball's  Bluff,  Va.,October  21,  1861 353 

Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.    December  13, 1861 468 

Dranesville,  Va.,  December  20, 1861 494 

Qreenbrier  River,  W.  Va.,  October  3,  1861 229 

Location  of.    Beports  of 

Buxton,  Francis  L - 613 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 1026 

Pinkerton,  Allen 736,737,763 

Mentioned.    Jeff  Davis  Lagloq,  439, 959, 1030. 
Organization  of.    Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 
Aquia  District  (Second  Corps) 

September  25, 1861 861 

January  14, 1862 1031 
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Oonfadermto  Tkoops— Continned. 

Organisation  ot  Azmy  of  Northern  Yirginia. 
Potomao  Dktriet  (First  Corps) 

Angnst  31, 1861 88S 

Jannary  14»  1868 10S»-1031 

YaUey  District.    January  14, 186B 1031 

Sa-enlistment  and  reorganization  of. 
Aots  of  Congress 

December  n,  1861 lOW 

December  19, 1861 1(K» 

Commimioationsfivnn  Joseph  E.  Johnston..... 974 

8ti«ngih  ot    Betums  of 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of. 

Aqoia  District  (Second  Corps) 

Angost  31,  1861 834 

September  30,  1861 884 

October  31, 1861 033 

November  30, 1861 ^ 974 

December  31,  1861 1015 

Febmary  88,  1862 1086 

Potomac  District  (First  Corps) 

Angost  31,  1861 884 

September  30,  1861 884 

October  31, 1861 938 

November  30, 1861 074 

December  31,  IH61 lOLS 

Jannary  88,  1868 1040 

Febmary  88, 1862 1066 

YsUey  District 

November  30, 1861 974 

December  31, 1861 1015 

Febmary  88,  1862 ^  1066 

Virginia  Militia  (Carson's  Brigade) 

Angnst  31,  1861 885 

October  31, 1861 933 

Northwest,  Army  of  the.    October  31, 1861 933 

Yirginia^  Northeastern.    Strength  o^  in,  Union  estimate 53 

Virginia  troops.    Statement  of  nnmber  serving  with 939 

CcmgrMfli  CoDfedarata.   Acts  ofl  Be-enllstment,  reorganisation,  etc,  of  Army 

December  11,  1861 1016 

December  19, 1(561 1088 

Congreaa  United  8tata& 
Correspondence  with 

Bosecrans,  W.  S 734 

Stone,  Charles  P 341 

War  Department,  U.  S 346 

Eesolntiou  of.    Defenses  of  Washington.... 678 

Conn,  Colonel.    Mentioned 881 

Connectiont  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery-— /?fl^/m«iifi ;  1st  {Heavy),  19. 

Infttntry— ^fl^/me/ifi ;  4th,  17, 574, 699 ;  5th,  16,  88,  399,  400,  581,  6S8,  688, 
719,757. 
Conner,  Frank.    Mentioned 189 
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Conner,  2.  T. 

MoDtioned 463 

Report  of  eufi;agement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Ta.,  December  13,  1861 46S 

Conover,  Henry.    Mentioned ^ 141 

Ckx>k,  Blliott  W.    Mentioned 522 

Oooke,  P.  St.  Qeorge. 

AMignments  to  command 66B 

Mentioned 19,668,717 

Coona,  John.    Mentioned 187,190 

Cooper,  a    Mentioned 151,230,499,769,770,775,777,778,781, 

807,  835,  851, 857,  896, 909,  912,926,935,  93^-941,  949,954,956,  966,975, 
987,  992,  1009,  1011,  1017,  1022,  1023, 1041, 1043, 1045,  1067,  1070,  lOtiS 
(For  correspoodenoe,  etc.,  see  Adfi.  and  In§p.  OenJ$  Office,  C.  8.  A.) 

Copeland,  R  Morrla.    Mentioned ^...      196 

(For  correspondence,  etc,  see  N,  P.  BanhB.) 

Corley,  James  L    Mentioned 664,867,895 

Coma,  James  Iff.    Mentioned 777, 804, 823, 8S3 

Coster,  JohnR.    Mentioned 197 

Cotton  HUl,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  October  13,  1861 .    (See  Summary  of  Prmci- 
pal  EwntB,  p.  2.) 

(For  other  events  at  and  near,  see  BUM  a  Farm  and  Laurel  Creek,  W,  Fa.) 

Conch.  Darlna  N.    Mentioned 15, 16, 18,  £0,7 18, 748, 753 

Councils  of  War.    Proceedings  of • 55,864 

Covey,  James  Oh.    Mentioned ^3£> 

Cowdln,  Robert. 

Correspondence  with 

Dwight,  William 595-597,603 

Hooker,  Joseph 589-591, 595, 597,  GOtMXK,  605 

Mentioned 590,596,716 

CoTTles,  W.  R.  R.    Mentioned • 446 

Cox.  Jacob  D. 

Assignments  to  command 691 

Correspondence  with  W.  S.  Rosecrans 592,5O9,60b2 

Mentioned 118, 132, 148, 157, 253-257, 259, 2b7, 268, 503, 552, 555, 603, 

636,  656,  657,  670,  691,  737,779,781,  802, 809, 838,  a41, 84.2,865,875, 1077 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Blake's  Farm,  W.  Va.,  November  10-11,  1861 2W 

Crane,  Mr.    Mentioned 206 

Crane,  Lieotenant.    Mentioned 510 

Craven,  lliomas  T.    Mentioned 372,384,631,632,635 

Crawford,  Bamael  W. 

Mentioned 254,259,265,966,692 

Report  of  operations  at  Townsend's  Ferry,  W.  Va.,  November  6-15, 1861 274 

Crawley,  Martin.    Mentioned 235 

Creighton,  William  R.    Mentioned 264,279,2^1 

Crittenden,  Oeorge  B. 

Assignments  to  command 913,967 

Mentioned 892,913,939,953,954,967,1040,106? 

Croghan,  Gheorge.    Mentioned 27y 

Crogban,  Bt  George. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.Floyd - 798 

Mentioned 123,258,279, 

284,  287,  779,  784,  789,  791,  792,  796,798,799,806,  807,829,852,861,^74 

Cromellen,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 607 

Crook,  Oeorge.     Mentioned 470,496,636,670 
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CroBS-XduaeB,  ^7.  Va.    Action  at,  Angnst  26, 1861.    Beport  of  W.  8.  Boaecnuia.      118 
CroBS-Roadflfe  Va.    (See  Aitf^'t  Corner;  Va,) 

Croaby,  A.  B.    Mentioned 88,89 

Clroaa,  CharleaB.    Mentioned 24,684,737 

Croaa,  Edward  XL   Mentioned 387 

Croaaland,  Ed.    Mentioned • 493 

Croaaman,  Oaorge  H.    Mentioned • 97 

Crowell,  Mosea  H.    Mentioned 458,498 

Crowniiuhield,  Caaper.    Mentioned 319 

Cnunpler,  Thomaa  N.    Mentioned 446 

Cmtolifield,  Andxew  L.    Mentioned 235 

Cnllum^  Gheorgo'W.    Mentioned 570 

(For  oorrespondence,  etc,  see  Army  MeadquariarB.) 

Cmnminga,  A.C.    Mentioned 977 

Cnnnlngham,  R.  B^  Jr.    Correepondenee  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Cnxrie,  L.  D.  H. 

Mentioned 506,508,610 

Report  of  expedition  to  flint  HiU  and  Hunter's  Mill,  Ya.,  Feb.  7, 1862....      504 

Cnrtenina,  Frederick  "W.    Mentioned 655 

Ctirtin,  Andrew  Oh.    Mentioned 61 

Ciiahiiig,  BamtielT.    Mentioned • • 70 

Cnster,  Qeorge  A.    Mentioned S3 

Cntahaw,  W.  R    Mentioned 977 

Cutta,  A.  8.    Mentioned 493 

Dabney,  C.  B. 

Mentioned 463 

Beport  of  engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.,  December  13, 1861...,      467 

Dabney,  Cbiawellyjr.    Mentioned 493 

Dabney,  ^Villiam  J.    Mentioned 115 

Dahlgren,  J.  A    Correspondence  with 

War  Department,  U.  8 526,759,700 

Wyman,  E.H 769 

Daily,  8nrgeon.    Mentioned 232 

Daley,  Jamea.    Mentioned 506 

Dama  Na  4  and  5.    (For  operations  against,  akimushes,  etc.,  at,  see  Fotamao 
Eiver,  Upper,) 

Dana,  U.  S.  Beyenne  Cutter.    Mentioned 408,410,411 

Dana,  Jamea  J.    Mentioned 27 

Dana,  N.  J.  T. 

Correspondence  with  Nathaniel  P.  Banks 732 

Mentioned 19,331-333,734,739,740,750 

Daniel,  Peter  V.    Mentioned 1096 

Darr,  Joseph,  jr.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  W.  8.  Boaeeratu,) 

Daum,  Leonard.    Mentioned 190 

Danm,  Philip.    Mentioned 221 

David,  T.  B.  A.    Mentioned 697 

Davidson,  Major.    Mentioned 406 

Davidson,  John  ^7.    Mentioned 20 

Davla,  A.  "W,  O.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.B 943, 947 

Davia,  Jefferaon. 

Correspondence  with 

Arbuckle,  M 865 

Beauregard,  Q.  T 903,906,920,925,944,945 

Bnswell,  Thomas 820 
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X>avl%  Jeflbnon— ContiniMdL 
Coneapondenee  with 

Finter,  Cnlliii  W 

Floyd,  John  B 766»780 

Hftrdy  County,  W.  Ya.,  CitisoDt  of 84S 

Barman,  ILO 8G7,9]S 

Hom,c.  p en 

Hottel,  J.  A 8S0 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ £87, 

766,  777,  784,  789,  790, 797,  798,  829,  883,  860,  857,  872,  944,  M5,96S, 
1062, 1063, 1071, 1074, 1077, 1079, 1081,1083,1086,1088-1090,1096^1103 

HcBlair,  C.H 931 

Matthews,  Mason 864 

Newell,  John  H 8W 

Powdl,  W.  L 867 

Price,  Samael .....^ 8G5 

Qnartermaster-General's  Office,  C.S.  A 1088,1093 

Raason,  James  L • *.      89d 

Sibert,  JamesH 8S0 

Sipe,£ ^. 890 

Smith,  O.W 803,918,944 

Spitler,  Mann 820 

Syme,  W.  H. 866,870 

Virginia,  Governor  of 891,1063 

War  Department,  C.  a 358,459,1060,1080 

Wigfall,  L.T 8flB 

Mentioned 147, 150, 151, 153, 154, 158, 159,169, 163, 165, 181, 830^  931, 

299,  464, 528,  531,  613, 767, 772,  774, 785,  794, 795,  805, 809-81S,  816»  818, 
820,  826-828,836,847,848,  858,867,879,873,877,879,  880,  882-887,  891- 
894,  900, 9o4, 905, 907, 911,  923,996,  990,935,947,954,  965,  958,969, 969, 
981, 987, 988, 993, 994,  1003, 1007, 1011, 1012, 1015, 1017, 1090, 1023, 1098, 
1041,  1043,  1048,  1049,  1069,  1062,  1065  - 1067,  1078,  1080,  1090.  1099 
Davl%  J.  Lnoiiia. 

Correspondence  with 

A^jntantand  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  B.  A 999 

Floyd,  John  B 789 

War  Department,  C.  8 951 

Mentioned 115,117,158,153.251,254,769,776,777,779, 

780,  789,783,  787,792,  796,797,  80:i,813,  849,854,  868,870,978,980,909 

Bavla,  NelflonH.    Mentioned...., 24 

Davl%  Perry.    Mentioned 640,646 

Davis,  RT.    Mentioned 463 

Dawson,  8.    Mentioned 297 

Day,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned..... 498 

Day,  John  T.    Mentioned 44b 

Day,  R.    Mentioned .••••. 366 

Day,  W.  B.    Mentioned 448 

Dean,  J.  B.    Mentioned 189 

Daas,  Oeorgo. 

Correspondence  with 

Acyntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 995 

Lee,  BohertE 807,851 

Mentioned 781,1009 

Beport  of  inspection  of  Floyd's  hrigade,  December  14, 1861 995 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  also  Sobtrt  E.  Ltie,) 
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I>e  Oazadane,  F.    Mentioned •... 449 

I>e  Koiponay,  0«biieL 

Mentioned 611-614,  eOO,  760 

Beport  of  skinniah  at  Point  of  Books,  Md.,  Deoenber  19, 1861 4711 

X>e]awax» 

Militsry  depertments  embracing • 607 

Union  troops  in.    Statements  of 

Octobw  IS,  1861 19 

December  1, 1869-Maroh  1, 1869 19 

I>elaware  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— /li^/iiisiyls;  2d,  92,435,666. 

Delsell,  Hnfl^    Mentioned 496,498 

DeoJila,P.  8.    Mentioned 635,649 

Denniann,  Robert  M.    Mentioned 194,196 

Dent,  Oeorgo.    Mentioned 406,410 

Denton,  ^Vllliam.    Mentioned 414 

Denver,  Jamea  ^7.    Mantioned 791 

Depiay,  H.  O.    Mentioned 379 

Deaha,  J.    Mentioned. 493 

DeaUer,  Jamea.    Mentioned 936,998,934,460,464,465 

Devena,  Charlea,  jr. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  P.  Stone. 999 

Mentioned 993-997,909-301,303,319,399,388,389 

Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Bluff,  October  91, 1861 306 

Deverenz,  Arthiir  F.    Mentioned 315 

Da  ViiUexa,  Charlea  A.    Mentioned 955,966,973,973,987 

Diaver,  Mi^or.    Mentioned 806 

Diolc,  flamnal  B.    Mentioned 475,480 

Dtokaraon,  Camp.    (See  Camp  Dickeraon,  W,  Va.) 

Diokoraon,  John  H.    Mentioned  606 

Diokeraon,  Joaeph  R.    Mentioned 935 

Dlckinaon,  Mr.    Mentioned 433 

Dioklnaon,  Joaeph.    Mentioned 500 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Joseph  Hooker,) 
Dillman,  Zioula. 

Mentioned 119 

Beport  of  skirmishes  near  Bailey's  Comers,  Va.,  August  98-^,  1881 190 

Dinunock,  C.    Mentioned 807,888 

Dirlam,  Dariiia.    Mentioned 458 

Diatiiot  of  Columbia  Troopa    Mentioned. 
Infantry— /?«^//}ie/f ft;  lat,  17;  2d,  99. 

Dlx,  Charlea  T.    Mentioned 486,433 

Dlz,  Dorothea  Zi.    Mentioned 109 

Dlx,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 556,558,665 

Baltimore  Police  Commissioners 766 

Lincoln,  Abraham 431 

Lookwood,  Henry  H 494-488,609,616,680,665 

McClellan,  George  B 439, 433, 568, 569, 579, 577, 581, 604, 614, 683, 688, 654 

Maryland,  Gk>Temor  of 572 

Merrill,  George  S 681 

Neilson,  J.  Crawford 639 

Paine,  H.  £ 641 
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Dia^  John  A. — Continued. 
Correapondence  with 

PoBt-OfBce  Department,  U.  S fiSO 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 660,603, 6U5 

War  Department,  U.  S. 738,746 

Wool,  John  E 194 

Instructions  to  Henry  H.  Lookwood.    Expedition  through  Accomao  and 

Northampton  Counties,  Va 424-^1^ 

Mentioned 12,13,17, 

22, 32, 60, 68, 91,  111,  195, 193, 38G,  434, 562, 563, 578, 612, 695, 720, 732, 929 

Proclamation  to  people  of  Acoomao  and  Northampton  Counties,  Y a 431 

Reports  of 

Arrest  of  memhers  of  the  Maryland  Legislature,  and  other  citizens  of 

Maryland 193 

Expedition  through  Accomao  and  Northampton  Counties,  Ya.,  Novem- 

her  14-22,1861 429 

Dobba,  Cyma  J.    Mentioned 458 

Dodge,  Qeorge  R.    Mentioned 196 

Dodge,  J.  Oh.  C.    Mentioned 313 

Doebke,  Adolphna.    Mentioned 453 

Dcnelson,  Daniel  8. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeDer»rs  Office,  C.  8.  A...  976,993 

Mentioned 908,933,937,938,955,976,978,980,962,992,1000 

Doney,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned 141 

Donnelly,  Dudley.    Mentioned 600,694 

Donnelly,  James.    Mentioned 238 

Doolan,  Mr.    Mentioned 439 

Doolan*B  Farm,  Va.    Capture  of  Union  foraging  party  at,  Novemher  16, 1861. 
Communications  firom 

McDowell,  Irvin €^ 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B 440 

Reports  of 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 439 

Martin,  William  T 439 

Murray,  John 438 

Sullivan,  Timothy 437 

Wadsworth,  James  8 437 

Dongberty,  Mr.    Mentioned (& 

Douglaaa,  Robert.    Mentioned 444 

Donll,  Alexander.    Mentioned 14 

Dowee,  John.    Mentioned 166 

Downey,  John.    Mentioned 515 

Dowthit,  William.    Mentioned 412 

DraneavlUe,  Va. 

Engagement  at,  December  20,  1861. 
Casualties.    Returns  of 

Confederate  troops 494 

Union  trooi>s 489 

Communications  from 

McCall,  George  A 480 

War  Department,  U.  8 476 

Orders,  congratulatory •• ••... 477 

Reports  of 

Easton,  Hesekiah 488 
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Dranesvllla^  Va.— Continaed. 

Engagement  at,  December  20, 1861. 
Reports  of 

Jackson,  ConradF 483 

Kane,  Thomas  L 481 

McCall,  George  A 473,474 

McCalmont,  John  8 483 

McConncU,  Thomas 484,485 

Ord,E.  O.  C 477 

Penrose,  William  M 482 

Stnart,  J.  E.  B 490 

Taggart,  John  H - 487 

Expedition  to,  and  skirmish  at,  November  2(>-27, 1861.    Reports  of 

Bayard,  George  D 448 

McCall,  George  A 448 

Ezjiedition  to  Gnnnell's  Farm,  near,  December  6, 1861.    Report  of  George 

A.  McCall 455 

Dreher,  Ferdinand.    Mentioned 317 

DriBOoU,  BdwardM.    Mentioned 189 

Duane,  James  C.    Mentioned 24.25,677,712,714,726,727 

Duff,  W.  L. 

Mentioned 349,359,300,365.366,368,369,371 

Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Blnflf,  Va.,  October  21, 1861 363 

Dumont,  Ebeneser.    Mentioned 644 

Diunont,  Theodore  8.    Mentioned 70 

XHuon,  laaac  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  B.  Floyd 881 

Mentioned 804,815 

Dunning,  Bamnel  H. 

Meudoned ; 403,405,703 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Hanging  Rock  Pass,  W.  Va.,  January  7,  1862 404 

Dnnnlngton,  C.  1^.  C.    Correspondence  with  R.  M.  Smith 998 

Dn  Pont,  Samuel  F.    Mentioned 751,757,758 

Durant,  Clark  J.    Mentioned 195 

Dutton,  Arthur  H.    Mentioned 684 

Duval,  £Uieffleld.    Mentioned ^ 352 

Dwight,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Robert  Cowdin 595-597,602 

Mentioned 388,595-598,601,602,609,610,731 

Dyerle.    Mentioned 1075 

Barlea,  Alexander  M.    Mentioned 235 

fierly,  Jnbal  A. 

Assignments  to  command 913,961 

Mentioned 527,737,779,825,892,913,961,973,1029,1062,1089 

Saston,  Hesehiah. 

Mentioned 474,475,477,479,480,482 

Report  of  engagement  at  Dranesville,  Va. ,  December  20,  1861 488 

Saton,  Calvin  H.  P.    Mentioned 235 

Boker,  David.    Mentioned 498 

Bckert,T.T.    Mentioned 31,634 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  George  B.  McClellan,) 
Bokford,  l^illiam  J. 

Mentioned 354,355 

Repoit  of  action  near  Edwards  Ferry ,  Y a.,  October  22,  1861 356 
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Bdwards,  Private.    Mentioxied 189 

Sdwarda  Fexry,  Va. 

Action  at,  October  82, 1861.    Beports  of 

Abercrombie,  J.  J 3X 

Barkadale,  William SSI 

Eckford,  William  J a» 

(See  also  Potamao  Bivery  Upper.    Operatiama  on,  near  LeeeUurg,  Va.,  Oetober 

81-24,1861.) 

Skirmish  near,  October  4, 1861.    Report  of  Charles  P.  Stone 837 

Bliaaon,  Taloot.    Mentioned ••• • 44S 

XUliott,  James.    Mentioned ITS 

XOliott,  Samnel  XL 

Mentioned ITS 

Keport  of  reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  Lewinsville,  Va.,  Sept.  11, 1861 . .  175 

Xniiott,  niomaa  A.    Mentioned 835 

Ii:ii8,D.  W.    Mentioned 446 

Blllfl,  Thomas.    Mentioned 1073 

£lk  Water,  W.  Va.    Action  at,  September  11,  1861.    (See   Wmt   Vtrfimku 
OperaiioM  Cheat  ifoaateia  regwa,  Septemher  11-17,  1861.) 

XQaey,  Arnold. 

Assignments  to  command 914,961 

Mentioned 779,892,914,039,933,961,1030 

Smoiy,  William  R.    Mentioned 19 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  E.  Johnston ..    1681 

Engineer  Department, IT.  8.  A.    Correspondence  with  J.  G.  Barnard 67)) 

Englea,  William  8.    Mentioned 199 

Ennia,  John. 

Mentioned 480 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  ipohick  Chnrch  and  the  Occoqnan  River,  Va., 

November  12, 1861 4iO 

Ent,  W.  H.    Mentioned 4dS 

Enjrart,  David  A.    Mentioned 956,272 

Ermln,  Propellor.    Mentioned 067 

Ervren,  Jacob.    Mentioned lu 

Eshleman,  B.  F.    Mentioned 1091 

Ethexldge,  Emerson.    Mentioned 1007 

Etherldge,  James.    Mentioned 463 

Evans,  A.  L.    Mentioned Kl 

Evans,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  W.  L.  Cabell g?3 

Mentioned 873 

Evans,  Nathan  Oh. 

Assignments  to  command 914,961 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  O.  T , 347,989,954 

Stone,  Charles  P , 80&,306 

War  Department,  C.  8 3Sfi,353 

Mentioned 949,248, 

292,  314,  347,  348,  352,  353,  356, 363,  779, 825, 914, 939, 935, 945, 950, 961 

Report  of  operations  on  the  Potomac  River  October  21-24, 1861,  including 

action  at  Edwards  Ferry 348 

Evelath,  James.    Mentioned 6^4 

Swald,  William.    Mentioned  ..^ 143 
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Pige. 
S^ve3],  Siohard  8. 

ABsigoments  to  oommand 913,935,989,944,1079 

CorrMpondenoe  with  Joseph  £.  Johnston 1056 

Mentioned S49, 687, 650, 779, 885, 893, 913, 935, 939, 944, 1029, 1079, 1089 

S'wiDg;  Hugh. 

Mentioned 129,131,146 

Beport  of  engagement  Camiflz  Ferry,  Gaoley  River,  W.  Va. ,  Sept.  10, 18C1 . .      145 
A.    Mentioned 684 


Soont  toward,  December  94-25, 1861.    Beport  of  Henry  Schlckbardt 494 

Skirmishes  near 

November  18, 1861. 

Commnnicatious  from  J.  £.  B.  Stnart 443 

Beportsof 

Fowler,  Edward  B 441 

Lee,  Fitzbagh 442 

November  27,  1861. 

CommnnicatioDs  fW>m  William  B.  Franklin 4.'iO 

Orders,  congratulatory — McClellan 451 

Report  of  William  H.  Boyd 449 

Falooner,  John.    Mentioned 166 

Fanning;  John.    Mentioned 137 

Fftrley,  1^.  D.    Mentioned 449 

Flarqnhar,  F.  T7.    Mentioned 25 

FaxT,  J.  B.    Mentioned 448 

FarreU,  David.    Mentioned 486 

Faxxiah.    Mentioned 856 

Faulkner,  Charles  J.    Mentioned 726 

Fanntleroy,  A.  M,    Mentioned 1097 

Fanntlexoy,  T.  T. 

Assignments  to  oommand 807 

Mentioned 807 

Fayettevllle,  ^IT.  Va.    Skirmish  near.  (See  Summary  of  Prineipal  Events,  p.  3.) 

Feam,  J.  B.    Mentioned 366 

Featheraton,  W.  8. 

Mentioned 349,352.354,361,365,366 

Report  of  enga  gement  at  Ball's  Bluff,  V a. ,  October  21,  1861 357 

Ferguson,  J.  B.,  ft  Co.    Mentioned 469 

Ferguson,  Robert.    Mentioned 520 

Feuerstein,  Beiniioh.    Mentioned 452 

Field,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 737 

FiBley,  Clement  A.    Mentioned 80,83,86,89-91,93,100,107 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Surgean-OtneraPe  Ojgiee,  {7.  S,  A.) 

Finney, .    Mentioned 435 

Finney.  R.  H.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  H.  Heth,) 
Finter,  Cullin  W. 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 820 

Mentioned ^ 248 

Firey,  William.    Mentioned 382 

Fiser,  John  C.    Mentioned 360 

Fisher,  B.  F.    Mentioned 74 

Fisher,  Hecry  J.    Correspondence  with  George  W.  Mnnford 914 

Fisher,  'William  B.    Mentioned 138 

Fitzgerald,  T.  C.    Mentioned 977 

FttsgibbonS)  Miohael.    Mentioned 136 
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ritzhagh,  Captain.    Mentioned 831 

Flotoher,  L.  D. 

Mentioned 39 

Report  of  engagement  at  BalPs  Bloff,  Ya.,  October  21,  1861 3S6 

Flint  Hi}l,  Va.    Expeditions  to 

Febmary  7, 1862.    Reports  of 

Currie,  L.  D.  H 504 

Moee,  J.L , 5<K 

(yFanell,  John 5« 

Febmary  28, 1862. 

CommuDicatioDs  from  William  F.  Smith • 510 

Reportof  Max  Friedman 509 

Floyd,  John  B. 

ABsignmente  to  command •.... 781 

CorreBpondence  with 

A4iu^°^  fti^d  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 937, 975, 982, 1006, 1009 

Croghan,  St. George 793 

Davis,  Jefferson 766,780 

Davis,  J.Lucius 7e^ 

Dnnn,  Isaac  B • 881 

Lee,  Robert  E 908 

Mi:ier.  S.A SCO 

Richardson,  J.  H 793 

War  Department,  C.  S 148.802,809,900,905,917,924.927,955.1000 

Wise,  Henry  A. . .  774, 776, 780, 782, 783, 785, 786, 788-794, 796. 798, 800, 803-«7, 

819, 822, 823, 826, 829, 831, 832, 836-638, 841, 842, 844, 845. 84d-Si6,  }:$9-eet 

Mentioned 116-118,124,126,127,129,132, 

146, 148-165,250-253,258,  266,  270,  275,  278,  279,  281,  283,  285,  502.603, 

666,  662,  768-775,  777-779,  781,  784,  785,  787-789,  792, 793, 796-798, 80»- 

808, 810,813-816, 824, 829, 838-842, 845, 848-851,  «>4, 856, 864-866, 866-870, 

874, 878, 881, 919, 935, 9J8, 940, 943, 944, 966, 968, 975, 978, 980, 984, 992, 996 
Reports  of 

Camifix  Ferry,  Ganley  River,  W.  Ya.,  September  10,  ISGl 146 

Kanawha  and  N^w  River  region,  W.  Va.    Operations  in,  October  19- 

Novemberl6, 1861 285,286 

Fluker,  H.  C.    Mentioned • 356 

Foard,  N.  P.    Mentioned 446 

Folk,  O.  N.    Mentioned 446,447 

Fontaine,  C.  D.    Mentioned 944 

Foote,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 332,333 

Foote.L.  A.    Mentioned 2S9 

Forbea,  "W.  A.    Mentioned 392 

Ford, .    Mentioned • 929 

Fdrd,  JohnW.    Mentioned 444,445 

Forehand,  ^7alter.    Mentioned 309 

Fbmey,  JohnH.    Mentioned 476,491,493,847,848,1(68 

Forsyth,  James  179^.    Mentioned 30 

Fort  Frederick,  Md.     Skirmish  at,  December  25,  1861.     (See  Smwmary  of 

Principal  Eventtj  p.  4.) 

Forward,  U.  8.  Revenue  Cutter.    Mentioned 577 

Foater,  William  H.    Mentioned 217 

Fowler,  Edward  B.    Report  of  skirmish  on  the  road  to  Faii£u  Conrt-Honse, 

Va,  Kovember  18,  1861..  & 441 

Fowler,  John  P.    Report  of  reconnaissance  to  Pohiok  Chnrchy  Va.,  December 

18,1861 471 
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Page 

Po^  Gkistavas  V.    Mentioned 64,751,1019,1036 

(For  oorreepoudenee,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department,  U,  8.) 

F^Mc,  WlUiamR.    Mentioned 468 

E*radiok,  J.  H.    Mentioned .• 76 

E"k^uikllu,  Vt.  B. 

Coireapondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 450,563,601 

Mentioned 13, 15, 16, 18, 21, 33, 68, 453, 538, 540, 544, 545, 553, 650, 719, 748, 755 

Beports  of 

Aocotink,  Va.    Seont  to,  and  skirmisb  at  Pohiok  Chnreh,  Va.,  Angnst 

18,  1861 113 

Aunandale,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  December  2,  1861 ^ 454 

Springfield  Station,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Octobers,  18S1 237 

FredeilokBbiirgy    Department    of.    Confederate.    (See    XortKem    Vtrginiaf 
A^rmy  of,) 

S-reebom,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 408-410,697,710,753 

QeorgB  "W,    Mentioned 184 

I,  8.  D.    Mentioned 482 

Point,  Va.    Beport  of  Louis  T.  Wigfall  of  engagement  at,  Septem- 
ber 25, 1861 215 

Fremont,  John  C.    Mentioned 54,58,59,62,564 

Frenoh,  Frank  8.    Mentioned 297,310 

nrench,  fikunnel  Oh. 

Assignments  to  command 952 

Correspondence  with 

AcUutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.S.A 1012, 1032 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 1083 

Mentioned 531,952,956,957, 

959,  960, 972, 1013, 1018, 1023, 1031, 1036, 1081, 1083, 1091, 1092, 1097, 1106 

Beport  of  operations  on  Lower  Potomac  River,  December  15-17, 1861 460 

Frenoh,  WllUam  H.    Mentioned 19,107,720,762,763 

Fricker,  Joseph.    Mentioned 73 

Friedman,  Max.    Beport  of  expedition  to  Flint  Hill  and  Vienna,  Va.,  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1862 509 

Frisby,  Edward.    Mentioned 441 

FrolMl^B.W.    Mentioned 530,998 

Froasaxd,  Bdward.    Mentioned 494 

Frosty  Edward.    Mentioned 684 

Frothingham,  John  B.    Mentioned 405 

Fry,  James  B. 

Correspondenoe  with  Irvin  McDowell 026 

Mentioned 35,290 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  also  Irvin  McDowtlL) 
Folkerson,  BamnelV. 
Correspondence  with 

Loring,  W.  W 1046 

Staples,  Walter  R 1040 

Mentioned 1042 

Fonsten,  O.  R. 

Mentioned 201-205,207,212,213,924 

Report  of  descent  npon  Romney,  W.  Va.,  September  23-25,  1861 209 

Oainas,  J.L.    Mentioned 446 

Oainss,  Romulus  8.     Mentioned 235 

Gkdway,  Robert.    Mentioned 475,480,483 

Okmnel  [?]  R.  H.    Mentioned 446 
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Oantti  Thomas  T.    Mentioned • S3,31 

Gardner,  ZaaaoR.    Mentioned ..••...... 884 

Gardner, 'William  M.    Mentioned Si 

OarettyMr.    Mentioned 731 

Garland,  John  M.    Mentioned 306 

Garland,  fikunnel, Jr.    Mentioned 491,493|1O60 

Gkunatt;  J.  BC    Mentioned 3M 

Gaxnett,  Riohaxd  B. 

Asfignmenta  to  eommand 961,961 

Mentioned. 389, 390, 383-395, 954, 961, 961, 1031, 1034, 1036. 1039, 1044, 100 

Oametty  Robert  8.    Mentioned 830,801 

Garrett,  John  'W, 

Correepondenee  with 

McClellau,  George  B 79 

War  Department,  U.  8 • 731 

Mentioned • • 7% 

Oanley,  W.  Va.    (For  ekirmieh  mt,  October  23, 1861,  see  Swrnmatj  o/Frimdj^ 

ErenUy  p.  8&0.) 
Oaoley  Bridge,  W.  Va.    (For  skirmiahee  near,  November  1-3, 1861,  see  Smm- 

marjf  of  PHnetpal  EtfenU,  p.  S50.) 
Gaoley  River,  W.  Va.    Sketches  of  Jonction  with  New  Riyer,  W.  Va ... .  185,874 
Geary,  John  W. 

Correepondenee  with 

Banks,  Katbaniel  P 674,593,600,733.735 

Stone,  Charles  P 606 

War  Department,  U.  S 517 

Mentioned 59,61,239,244-247,565,578,606,613,705,785-727 

Reports  of 

Bolivar  Heighte,  W.  Ya.    Skirmish  at,  Ootober  16,  1861 09 

Leesbntff,  Va.    Occupation  of,  March  8, 1862 SI9 

Londoun  County,  Va.    Operations  in,  February  25-May  6, 1868 5U 

Point  of  Bocks,  Md.    Skirmish  at,  September  84, 1861 814 

Pritchaid's  Mill,  Va.    SktrmiBh  at,  September  15, 1861 197 

Gentry,  W.  T.    Mentioned 30 

George  Page^  Steamer.    Mentioned 42S 

526,625,629-633,635,640,640,645,646,648,725 
Georgia  ^xoopm.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— 5aftor/et ;  Blodgett'a,  1029;  Bamilton'a,  1031;  Lana'a,  1031; 

Bmnter  Flying,  475, 480, 490, 492, 494, 1031. 
Infantry— ^i9/m#/f«f  :  l9t  (BegiOan),  1029;  let, 225, 289, 389, 1005, 1067,1068, 
1072,1076;  2d,  1029;  7th,  1029;  8th,  1029;  9th,  492,1029;  llth,  1089; 
12tfa,  225, 227, 289, 460-405, 468 ;  13th,  995, 996^  1,000 ;  14th.  533, 535, 901, 
954,1030;  IStfa,  1029;  17th,  1029;  18th,  938, 99b,  1030 ;  19th,  533.1000; 
20th.  737,  1029;  21at,  16,1030;  27th,  938,1030;  28th,  1030;  dStill.  1013, 
1020, 1031 ;  PhilUpa'  Ziegion,  848, 901, 995, 996, 1000. 

Gerety,  Miohael.    Mentioned 382,383,385 

Getty,  George  W.    Mentioned 421,422,633,635,640,654 

GMbbea,  Wade  Hampton.    Mentioned «..  155,789 

Gibbon,  John.    Mentioned 709 

GIbba,  C.  F.  8.    Mentioned 654 

Gibba,  George.    Mentioned 90.101 

GMbaon,  B.    Mentioned • 23 

Glbaon,  Charlea  H.    Mentioned 115,114 

Gibaon,  Henry  C.    Mentioned MS 


I 
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OflMOO»  Vbomaa.    Ifentioned 498 

QfbfloiifW.  B.    Mentioned • 486 

GHXbert*  Bamiiel  A.    Mentioned 188 

Oflluun,  ^^illiam.    Mentioned 38^-881, 656,933 

Gillan,  Qeorgo.    Mentioned 218 

QiUeland,  D.    Mentioned 486 

OiUiefli  James.    Mentioned 323 

Oilman,  Charles.   Mentioned 186 

Oineven,  Mi^or.    Mentioned 208 

Olassi  Migor.    Mentioned 161,845 

Olann,  — •    Mentioned. ..••...•.••..,..•  .••• 898 

Olynn,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned • 248 

Oodman,  James  H.    Mentioned 379 

Goeoke,  Henry.    Mentioned ^ 503 

Goff;  ^71IUsC.    Mentioned 333 

Odldaborongh,  Zi.  Iff.    Mentioned 36,64,427,753,757,758,1019 

Qonwer,  Jefferson.    Mentioned 141 

Goode,  Colonel.    Mentioned 499 

Goodwin,  8.  M.    Mentioned 170,173 

Gordon,  George  H.    Mentioned 16,757 

Gordon,  James  B.    Mentioned 446,447,493 

Gordon,  Josiah  H.    Mentioned 195 

GorgasJ.    Mentioned 781,784,829,905,1024 

(For  oorrespondenoe,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  8.  A.) 
Gonnan,  Willis  A. 

Mentioned 16,19,34,293-896,296,303,304,330-332,569,592,593,714,740 

Report  of  operations  on  the  Potomac  RiTer  near  Leesbnrg,  Ya.,  October 

21-24,1861 333 

Gkitthold,  Isaao.    Mentioned 325 

Gould,  J.  P. 

Mentioned 198,239^4242,244,593,694,600 

Beport  of  ddrmieh  at  Bolivar  Heights,  Vs.,  October  16, 1861 243 

Oonrsnd,  George  XL    Mentioned 294,335 

Grafton,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Angnst  25, 1861.    (See  Summarjf  of  Pnnelpal 

EffenUf-p,  1.) 
Ocaitoii,  District  of.    (Union.) 

Established  snd  limits  defined 568 

Kelley,  B.  F.,  assigned  to  command .553 

Graham,  Alexander.    Mentioned • 166 

Graham,  Charles  K. 

Mentioned 407,409 

Beport  of  expedition  to  Mathias  Point,  Ya. ,  November  9, 1861 409 

Graham,  L.  P.    Mentioned 16,20,718 

Granger,  Brownell.    Mentioned 28 

Graves,  Sergeant    Mentioned 228 

Gray,  George.    Mentioned 247 

Chray,  R.  L.    Mentioned 407 

Great  Caoapon  Bridge,  W.  Va.    Beport  of  Thomas  J.  Jackson  of  ddnnish  at, 

January  4,1862 389 

Great  Palla,  Md. 

Scont  from,  into  Virginia,  Angnst  25,  1861.    (See  Sammarjf  of  Prino^pdi 
Event9f  p.  1.) 

Skirmish  at,  8eptember4, 1861.    Beport  of  George  ▲.  McCall 197 

Green,  Mr.  [?]    Mentioned 978 
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Oreen,  Priyate.    Mentioned ....•••....      463 

Green,  H.  R.    Mentioned ••• 464,466 

Oreen, John.    Mentioned 40& 

Green,  LewisR.    Mentioned 49d 

Green,  M.W    Mentioned 187,190,191 

Greenbrier,  W.  Va.    SkirmiiOi  at,  October  31, 1861.    (See  Summary  of  Frinci- 

palEvenUf  p.  3.) 
Greenbrier  River,  W.  Va. 

Engagement  at,  October  3, 1861. 
Casualties: 

Confederate  troops 

Union  troops 

Commnnications  ftom 

Jackson,  Henry  R 889 

War  Department,  C.  8 S30 

Orders,  oongratolatory 836 

Reports  of 

Jackson,  Henry  R 294 

KimbaU,  Natban 931 

Reynolds,  Joseph  J S80 

Richardson,  William  P S32 

Rast,  Albert 833 

Shnmaker,  L.  M 833 

Taliaferro,  WiUlam  B 231 

Sketch  of  battle-field  (Confederate) 829 

Skirmish  at,  December  12,  1861.    (See  Summarjf  of  Principal  Ecente^  P*  3.) 

Greenhow,  Roee  O'NeaL    Mentioned 928,1038 

Greer,  L.  J.    Mentioned , 446 

Gregg,  David  MoM.    Report  of  advance  of  Union  forces  into  Virginia^  March 

7-11,  1862 548 

Orehan,!.  I.    Mentioned 381,:»2 

Oresham,  Samuel.    Mentioned 910 

Giier,  Gheorge.    Mentioned 506 

GhilBn,  Cliarlea. 

Mentioned 168,171,172,178 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  LewinsviUe,  Ya.,  Sept.  11, 18G1.      178 
Offifiba,  Thomaa  M. 

Mentioned 248,352,358,359,361,370 

Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Bluf^  Va.,  October  21, 1861 365 

Grii&th,  Richard. 

Assignments  to  command 935,245,961 

Mentioned 935,945,961,979,965,987,988,903,1012,1030 

Orlndall,  J.J.    Mentioned 969 

Orosvenor, ira  R.    Mentioned « 338,714 

Grover,  Cuvier.    Mentioned 763 

Gundy,  John.    Mentioned 486 

Gunn,  N.  D.  (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  A^L  and  Imp,  GmtJa  Q0iee,  C.S.A.) 

Gunnel,  R.H.  [?]    Mentioned 448 

Gunnel,  William  C.    Mentioned 684 

GunneU,  Mr.    Mentioned 455 

Gunnell'fl  Fann,  Va.    Expedition  to,  December  6, 1861.    (See  Draacm/ifl,  Va,) 

Guy,  John  H.    Mentioned 147 

Guyandotte,  "W,  Va.    Report  of  Joseph  G.  Wheeler  of  a£fair  at,  Norember  10, 
1861 4U 
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atiyandotta  Valtoy,  W.  Va.     Report  of  Edwsrd  Siber  of  expedition  to, 
January  UWW,  1862 601 

(For  operations  in,  see  Wmt  Ftrytaia.     Kamawka  regime,) 

Bader,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 247 

Hagan,  Hanry-    Mentioned 184,493 

Bagameiater,  Dn  Plat.    Mentioned 505 

Hagerty,  D.    Mentioned 115 

Hainaworth,  Mr.    Mentioned 84 

Haira,  T.  Hamilton.  Mentioned 454 

BalratoD,  Mr.    Mentioned • 184 

Hala,  JobnP.    Mentioned 897,941 

Hall,  Ctaandlar.    Mentioned 476,481 

Hall,  Thomaa  VT.    Mentioned 194-196 

Ballaok,  Henry  W. 

Correnpondence  with  George  B.  MeClellan 37 

Mentioned 37,44,54,74 

(For  oorrespondenoe,  etc.,  see  also  Army  Headqmarten,) 

Hlallar,  Onmville  O.    Mentioned 30 

HaHoweU,  N.  P.    Mentioned 319 

Halatad,  B.  L.    Mentioned 76 

HambUn,  William  H    Mentioned 691 

KamHtoii,  CharleaB. 
Correspondence  with 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 739 

Hinks,  Edward  W 316 

Mentioned ,.      18, 

20, 59,  111, 298, 313, 315, 317, 325, 338, 399,  582, 735, 740, 746, 748, 749, 755 

Hamilton,  Baatar  ft  Co.    Mentioned 469 

Hamilton,  John.    Mentioned 173 

Haailltoii,  ^7.  D.    Mentioned « 458 

Hammer,  Oaorgo  ^7.  F.    Mentioned..... 368 

Hammamtain,  H.  von.    Mentioned 23 

Hampton,  Wade. 

Assignments  to  command.... 913,961 

Correspondence  with 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 966 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 631,1002,1093,1094 

Mentioned .  .529-531, 535, 779, 847, 913, 957, 961, 986, 1030, 1058, 1062, 1090-1092, 1106 
Beport  of  withdrawal  of  Confederate  forces  to  the  Rappahannock  line, 

March  7-0, 1862 633 

Hanan,  8.    Mentioned 956 

Banoa,  Maryin  B.    Mentioned 386 

Hanoook,  Md.    Beport  of  Thomas  J.  Jackson  of  hombardment  of,  Jan.  5, 1862 .      389 

Banoook,  Benjamin  F.    Mentioned 170,173 

Hanoook,  ITTinfiald  8.    Mentioned 17,20,107,716 

Band,  John.    Mentioned 122 

Hanging  Rook  Paa%  W.  Va. 

Affair  at,  Sept.,  1861.    (See  Bomneg,  W,  Va.,  deteent  on,  Sept,  23-25, 1861. ) 
Skirmish  at,  January  7, 1862.    Beports  of 

Dnnning,  SamnelH 404 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 389,396 

Kelley,  B.F 403 

72  B  B— VOL  V 
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Bftiiiiy  Captoin.    Mentioned .•...  M 

»»«w,  ]|r.    Mentioned • ••.••.•••••••.....•  481 

Hansbnmsfay  O.  W. 

Mentioned 460,463 

Beportof  engegement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Ya.,  December  13, 1861....  465 

Banaom,  William  W.    Mentioned •..••••• 113 

Hardeman,  Xaaao.    Mentioned 463 

Bardla,  Jamaa  A.    Mentioned •••..•••..  83 

(For  eoneipondenoe,  etc,  aee  Gtorge  B.  MoCMUm.) 

Bardy  Coimty,  W.  Va.    CitixenB  ot,  oorreepondenoe  with 

DaviSy  Jefferson 84S 

War  Department,  C.  8 880 

Hardy,  J.  W.    Mentioned 983 

Harlan,Dr.    Mentioned 77 

Baiman,  John  A.    Mentioned 389,904 

Hannan,  BC  O. 

Cozrespondenoe  with 

A4jntant  and  Inpeotor  Qeneral'e  0£Boe 971,976,077 

Davie,  Jefferson 867,919 

JaokKm,  H.  B 919 

War  Department,  C.  8 919 

Mentioned 394,496,846,867,867,806 

Report  of  descent  upon  Hontetsyille,  W.  Ya.,  Janoazy  3, 1869 409 

Haznoaai  W.  a    Mentioned 903,791,1068 

Hazpar,  Captain.    Mentioned 901,910,300,901 

Bazper'f  Feny,  W.  Va.    Sldnnish  at,  October  11,  1861.    (See  Summmrg  ^ 
Priadpal  iPrsate,  p.  9.) 

HazraU,  A.D.    Mentioned • 407,639 

Bazzington  [7],  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 458 

Barzlngton,  Hamy  ••••-- ••••-•  •....•••..•....••••••••••••••••  •••••.••••..••     985 

Harzia,  Private.    Mentioned 491 

Hazzla,  Arnold.    Mentioned 40S,410,4U 

Hazzi%  Bliaha.    Mentioned 00 

Barzls,  Wiley  P.    Mentioned 1081 

i,JameaB.    Mentioned •• 987 

Jolian.    Mentioned 1064,1065 

William  O.    Mentioned 194,196 

r,  WlUiam.    Mentioned • • 190,999 

Oeorga.    Mentioned 159,805,831,838 

Hazt,  Oeorga  D.    Mentioned 507 

Hazt,  M1oha<i1.    Mentioned 990 

Harten,  Joaaph  A.    Mentioned 963 

Bartanfl;  Oeorga  Xb    Mentioned 131,139,134,137,138,141.149,608,791 

(For  cozrespondenee^  etc.,  see  W^  8.  So$ecrwn$.) 

I,  John.    Mentioned 408 

r,  B.  B.    Mentioned •• 197, 196 

Hanrey,  Fkadaziok.    Mentioned «• 917,391,399,387-389 

Hanrey, Xaaao J.    Mentioned ...••       76 

Barvle,  Bdwin  J. 

Correspondence  with  W.  B.  Blair ••••  •....••..•..      960 

Mentioned 780 

Haabronok,  Henry  C.    Mentioned 167,178,179 
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8.    JientioDed 19 

fiatoh,  WnUam B.    JienUoned 644,645 

HatflaW,  DawML 

Mentioned 638,544 

Report  of  Advuioe  of  Union  foioee  into  yizgini%  liaroh  7-11, 1868 639 

Hnthawny ,  a  8.    Mentioned • 910 

NatfaanleL    Mentioned 466,498 

mxylC.    Mentioned 859,875 

Hnwk— ,  Bitnlamin  F.    Mentioned 379,380,405 

(For  eoiieepondenoe,  etc*,  lee  Bm  JF,  JT^Ufly.) 

iwUns,  JoMphO.    Mentioned 135,141 

iwldniSl^.  A.    Mentioned 463 

Bswk'e  Neet,  ^^.  Va. 
Skixmiehesat 

Angnet  90, 186L    (See  Smmmarg  of  PriMcfpal  EvenUf  p.  1.) 

Septembers,  1861.    Beporti of  Henry  A.  Wise 128,184 

Sketch  of  battle-fleld 185 

Bawka^W*.  J.    Mentioned 369,394,977 

Bayman,  Samnel  B. 

Mentioned 413,415 

Bepoct  of  leconnai— ance  to  Pohiok  ChnrolL  and  the  Ooeoqnan  BiTer,  Ya., 

NoTember  18, 1661 416 

Rntberford  B.    Mentioned • 145 

William.    Mentioned 696 

[.O.    Mentioned 463,466 

Baymoiid,  T.  0.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 1008 

Baya,  Alazander.     Report  of  skirmish  near  Pohick  Chnroh,  Ya.,  March  5, 

1868 518 

I,  Jack.    Mentioned 691 

r,T.  J.    Mentioned 418 

Haythawaen,  Lieutenant 458 

Haaen,  ^^.  B.    Correspondence  with  W.  8.  Sosecrans 663 

Haalett,  Charlea  B.    Mentioned 176,179,817 

Hetntaelman,  8.  P. 

Correspondence  with  (3eorge  B.  McClellan 419,471,478,580,748 

Mentioned 15,16,18,19, 

38, 56, 84, 415, 418, 420, 650, 664, 671, 709, 718, 727, 738, 748, 755, 957 

Proposed  operations 628 

Beportsof 

Lewis  Chapel,  near  Pohick  Chnrch,  Ya.    Affair  at,  February  84«  1868 . .      510 

Occoquan  Bi  ver,  Ya.    Beconnaissance  toward,  October  18, 1861 849 

Pohick  Church,  Ya.,  and  Occoqnan  Biver,  Ya.    Beconnaissance  to,  No- 
vember 18,  1861 413 

Steiaa,W.H.    Correspondence  with  Anson  Stager 764 

Heiatar,  John.    Mentioned 884 

Hellen,  Walter.    Mentioned 386 

Henderaon,  Oilea  J.    Mentioned 691 

Henderaon,  W.  O.    Mentioned 440 

Headxiok,  nroderlok. 

Mentioned 453 

Beport  of  reconnaissance  to  Pohick  Church  and  Occoquan  Biver,  Ya., 

November  12, 1861 417 

Hendziok,  R.  L.    Mentioned 369 
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Httnnlnswn,  C.  F. 

Comspondenoe  with  Heoiy  A.  Wise •••• IKT 

Mentioned 116,196,157-159,818,813,815,800,883^886^870 

%B.O.    Mentioned 357,350,381,906 

r,  Gnstayas  A.    Mentioned 1061 

Benry,  J.  It.    Mentioned • 446 

Bepbnxn,  Laonsrd  F.    Mentioned 70 

Beronle%  Steamer.    Mentioned.. ••• 496,487,614 

Bennange,  Mr.    Mentioned ••..     990 

Sidney  L.    Mentioned 113 

I,  Oliver  P.    Mentioned 4V7 

Mr.    Mentioned 720 

Jo.    Mentioned 248,890,899 

BMh,  a. 

Aflsignmenta  to  command • ......    1038 

Cotiespondence  with 

A4Jntftnt  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1077 

Lee,  Robert  £ 1098 

War  Department,  C.  8 1033 

Mentioned 153,156,745,766,772,783,801,1038 

Benaer,  WiUiam.    Mentioned 506 

Bibbard,  Blialia  C.    Beport  of  skirmish  near  Lewinsville,  Va.,  Sept.  10, 1861 . .      166 

Biokey,  Jamea  T.    Mentioned 137 

Bioka,  George.    Mentioned 179 

Bioka,  Thomaa  B    Mentioned ^ 604,31 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Mmylamdf  Ocvernor  of  J) 

Bidden,  BenryB.    Mentioned 537,548,546-518 

Bigby,D.  K.    Mentioned 383 

Bigginbotham,  John  C.    Mentioned 985,232 

Biggina,  Arthur.    Mentioned 498 

Biggina,  David  J. 

Mentioned 186^187 

Report  of  operations  in  Cheat  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  September  11-17, 1851 190 

Biggina,  Benry.    Mentioned 547 

Higglna,  Jacob.    Mentioned 474,475 

BUdebrand,  F.    Mentioned 449 

Bill,  A.  P.,  Captain.    Mentioned 366 

Bill,  A.  P.,  General.    Mentioned 1056 

Bill,  D.  B. 

Assignments  to  command 961,961 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 995,990,1019,1091,1087,1033-1035,1010 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1069,1091 

Smith,  G.W 1008,1095,1096 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B 1025 

War  Department,  C.  S 1087,1096 

Mentioned 513,549,669,953,961,974,981,99^ 

1000,  1015, 1028, 1030,  1037, 1050,  1063, 1063, 1085, 1088, 1093, 1095,  1098 

Binea,  J.  D.  Mentioned 883 

Binka,  Edward  1^. 

Correspondence  with  C.  S.  Hamilton 316 

Mentioned 311,316,317,325,378 

Reports  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Blaff,  Va.,  October  21, 1861 318,314 

Hinadale,  John  W.    Mentioned 1101,1103 
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atolioock,  Btfaan  A.    Mentioned 63,64 

Hobbi^  Mijer  [?].    Mentioned 166 

Hodges,  Henry  C.    Mentioned * 46 

Boge,  P.  B.    BeiMWt  of  desoent  npon  Hnntenville,  W.  Ve.,  Jannaiy  3, 1868..      501 

H6gg,  David.    Mentioned 325 

Hogg,  Oeorge  K.    Mentioned 697 

Hoke,  John  F*    Mentioned 737 

Holder,  W.  D.    Mentioned 359 

Holland,  William  A.    Mentioned • 407 

Holmea,  A.  W.    Mentioned •• 317 

Holmes,  Theoptailns  H. 

Aasignnients  to  command 913 

Corxespondence  with 

A^ntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 801, 

809,  828,  834,  893,  903,  959,  962, 963,  967,992,993, 1018, 1096, 1097, 1104 

Beale,R.  L.  T 972 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 1013, 1035 

Lee,  Robert  £ 1099,1100,1103,1104,1106 

Pickett,  G.  E 991 

War  Department,  C.  8 528,866,871,923,988,997,1020,1096 

Mentioned 528,531,767,797,801,824,827,830,835, 

853,  877,  884,  889,  911,  913,  933,  949,950,955,958,960,963,967,974,994 
1014,  1023,  1031, 1067-1069,  1072, 1076,  1080. 1083, 1092, 1101, 1102, 1105 
Hooker,  James  H    Report  of  skirmish  at  Sir  John's  Ron,  W.  Vs.,  Jan.  4, 1662.      402 
Hooker,  Joseph. 

Correspondence  with 

Cowdin,  Robert 58^-591, 595, 697, 600-602, 605 

MoCiellan,  George  B 524, 

631,  633,  635,  636,  638,  640,  642,645,646,648,652,653,663,673,675,686, 
687,  690,  695,  697,  698,  709,  722-724,  726,  731,  735,743,744,753-756,761 

Sickles,  Daniel  £ 761 

Stnnr,  an 524 

Van  Leer,  John  P 756 

Welis,  Geoige  D 648 

Wymsn,R,  H 707 

Mentioned 15,17,18,20,32,45,47,61,74,86,376,388, 

595, 596, 630, 650, 6G9, 672, 716, 728, 732, 755, 760, 978, 981, 1100, 1102, 1105 
Reports  of 

Bndd's  Ferry,  Md.    Skirmish  near,  October  28^  1861 384 

Mathias  Point,  Vs.    Expedition  to,  November  9, 1061 407 

Mattawoman  Creek,  Md.    Affair  at  the  month  of,  November  14,  1861..      421 
Rappahannock  line,  Ya.    Withdrawal  of  Confederate  troops  to,  March 

7-9,  1862 - 524^26 

Victory,  sloop.    Captore  of,  December  15,  1861 469 

Hood,  John  B.    Mentioned 1082,1097 

Hope,  XT.  8.  Revenne  Cutter.    Mentioned 577,615 

Bom,  C.  P.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 820 

Hottel,  H.  R.    Mentioned 407 

Hottel,  J.  A.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 820 

Honghtaling,  JoeL    Mentioned 448,449 

Houston,  David  C.    Mentioned 684 

Hovey,  Leroy.    Mentioned 188 

Howard,  F.  Key.    Mentioned 194-196 

Howard,  Rlohard  A.    Mentioned 797 
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Howard,  Bobert  V.  W.    Mentioned • 879 

Boward,  OUtw  O. 

Mentioned 19, 56, 107, 387, 388, 638,  nO 

Report  of  expedition  into  Lower  Muyland,  Norember  3-11, 1861 M 

Bowo  Chnrob.     Mentioned • S94,89S,3Ol,30O,aS7 

Bow%  WUUam  H.    Correapondenoe  with 

Caldwell,  Joaeph.. lOM 

Peters,  William  £ 1084 

Bowland,  Joaeph.    (For  oorreBpoodenee,  etc.,  aee  Aary  Vi^-  Siitmm,) 

Hnbbard,  Jamea.    Mentioned 6D 

Hnbball,  Captain.    Mentioned 411 

HalrtMll,  OUver.    Mentioned 170,173 

HQdaon,  Bdward  MoK.    Mentioned 2S.575 

(For  oorreepondenoe,  ete.,  aee  Oaorye  B,  MoCUUmt.) 
t,  Joli&B.   Mentioned 137 


Coixeapondenoe  with 

A4jntant  and  Inspector  (General's  Oi&oey  C.  8.  A Sei,  1061 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 835 

Trimble,  I.  B 853 

War  Department,  C.  8 90S 

Mentioned 996^1081 

Lientenant.    Mentioned 498 

Hnhnimberg,  Caratan.    Mentioned 4SS 

Boll,  Oeorga  W.  Report  of  descent  npon  Hantersrille,  W.  Va.,  Jan.  3, 186B.  500, 501 

Hnmpliray,  Mi^or.    Mentioned .« 1065 

Bnmphray,  William.    Mentioned 190 

Mamphrmym,  A,  IL    Mentioned S5 

BwmphTJaa,  'W,  D.    Mentioned 228,935 

Bunt,  Banxy  J. 

Correspondence  with  Gtoorge  B.  McClellan 691 

Mentioned 14,15,19,39,99,653,860,748 

Bunt,  Zaeavitt.    Mentioned 414 

Buntar,  Andrew.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 827,869 

r,  David.    Mentioned 15,54 

r,  Jamea.    Mentioned 807,984,941,951 

r,  John  A.    Mentioned 498 

Bmiter|B.M.  T.    Mentioned 896, 909, 922, 9& 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  iStorsterjr  ofStmiey  C,  8.) 

Bnnter,  8.    Correspondence  with  J.  H.  Clalboome 858 

Bnntar'a  Mm,  Va. 

Expedition  to,  Fobmary  7, 1862.    Reports  of 

Cnrrie,  L.  D.  H 504 

Moss,  J.  L 506 

CFarreU,  John 508 

Reconnaissance  to,  October  90, 1861.    Report  of  Amiel  W.  Whipple 289 

BnntaraviUa,  1^.  Va.    Descent  npon,  January  3, 1862.    Reports  of 

Be]l,H.M 500 

Harman,  M.  O 490 

Hoge,  P.  B 501 

HuU,  Gtoorge  W 500.501 

Johnson,  Edward 498,499 

Loring,  W.  W 498 

Webster,  George 496 
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Mentloiied ^ 849, 860, 368, 868, 308, 30^^72 

Beport  of  engi^KQiiMnt  st  B*U's  BlniT,  Ym.,  Ootober  91, 1861 366 

Bntotaifloo,  8ergeant-]|iO<>i'«    Mentioned 368 

Butter,  F.  C    Cofieepondenoe  with  A^Jntuit  and  Intpeetor  GenenFs  OtAoOy 

C.8.  A 936 

Batton  (Engineer).    Mentioned 770,771,849 

Byde,  Breed  N.    Beport  of  reeonnAiaaanoe  to,  end  eotion  et,  Le winsville,  Ye., 
September  11, 1861 177 

imnoie  Troope.    Mentioned. 

Ca,rBixj—Comfiaiu'99:  Sohembeok'e,  141, 144 ;  Barker'e,  15, 19*  B^gimmiH: 

8th,  19,62,720. 
Ihfluitrj—Ciffm/NUi/M :   Btnrgee'  Riflee,  15,21.   B^gimmitB:  3Mi,22,396, 
400-403,688. 

Iinboden,J.  D.    Mentioned • 967 

Indiana.    Military  departments  embreeing 604 

Indiana  Tioope.    Mentioned. 

Cavalry— CMe^offiiM :  Braoken'e,  189,  290,  496,  497,  644.    BBgimwH:  3d, 

17, 635,  640, 643, 075, 690, 716. 
Infantry— i?i^Aair«i:  4th,  566;  7th,  29, 290, 293, 644;  9th,  290, 993, 457, 458, 
644;  10th, 555;  12th,  16,22,518,606,719,  727,757;  13th, 99, 185, 990,  293, 
402, 403, 457, 458, 644, 1019;  14th,  22,  185-187, 190,  290-993,  404,  644, 1019 ; 
15th,  185,186,  1F.8,  189,  220,  644,663;  16th,  16, 99,  331,  339,  336,  337,719, 
757;  17th,  185,  186,  220,  223,  555,  644,  663;  Idth,  16,21,168-170,172,173, 
180, 184,  215,  210,708,718;  20th,  556, 570;  21at,  17,  40,  428,  435,  566,  566, 
570,  571 ;  27th,  22, 325, 719, 757. 

IngaHa,  Rnftia.    Mentioned 27,28,46,89 

Inlow,  Aabnry.    Mentioned 173 

Inakeep,J.V.    Mentioned •  202,204,207 

Interooorae.    (See  JVodtf,  iaterooarM,  €U,) 

Ireland,  David.   Beports  of  action  at  Lewinsyille,  Va.,  Sept.  11,  and  ekirmith 

near,  Sept.  10, 1861 165,175 

Innrln,  Riohard  B.    Mentioned 23 

Zdand  BeUe,  U.  &  &    Mentioned 408,410,411 

Ivea,  Charlee  P.    Mentioned 547 

Ivaa,  Joeeph  C.    Mentioned 618 

Jaokaon,  U.  8.  Revenue  Cntter.    Mentioned 615 

Jaokaon,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 493 

Jaokaon,  A.  B.    Mentioned 394 

Jackaon,  Alfred  SL    Mentioned 226 

Jaokaon,  Conrad  F. 

Mentioned 474-477,479 

Report  of  engagement  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  December  20, 1861 482 

Jaokaon,  Benry.    Mentioned 228 

Jackaon,  Benry  R. 

Aflsignmenta  to  command •• 961 

Correspondeace  with 

A<Untant  and  Inspector  OeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A 895 

Herman,  M.0 912 

Roet,  Albert 192 

War  Department,  C.  S 229 

Mentioned 191,236,499,576,880,906,912,933,940,061 

Report  of  engagement  at  Qreenbrier  River,  W.  Va.,  October  3, 1861 294 
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Jaokion,  Thoowa  J. 

ABsigiiiiients  to  eomsuuid 896, 909, 913^  98S»  996^936 

CtaftigttB  Mid  tpeciflofttions  preftraed  agatntt  W.  W.  Loring lOGS,  1066 

Comspondenoe  with 

A4Jnt«nt  ttnd  Inspeefeor  GenexBl's  OfBce,  C.  8.  A lOOS 

JohosUm,  Joseph  £..  948,949,976,1003-1006, 1018,1096,1034,1096,1099,1014, 
1050, 1066, 1060, 1064, 1067, 1068, 1078, 1076, 1076, 1079, 1087, 109S,  1094 

Loring,  W.  W 1048,1064 

Virginia,  Governor  of lOffi 

War  Department,  C.  8 909, 

921, 937, 939, 966, 982, 988, 1033, 1039, 1043, 1048, 1^ 

Mentioned 59,60,62,63,66,383,397-399,404,405,460,617,651,661,66^ 

076,  603, 697,  702,  703,  728, 760,  779, 892, 8D6, 913, 926-987, 934, 936,  938, 
944,  946, 960,  963, 954, 959, 965-969, 971, 978, 961, 983, 984, 986, 997, 1007- 
1009, 1012, 1026,  1031,  1037, 1040, 1046, 1050, 1051, 1064, 1069,  lOGO,  1062, 
1063,  1066-1067,  1070-1072,  1076, 1079-1081, 1064, 1066,  1088, 1098, 1102 

Protest  against  withdrawal  of  troops  from  Romney,  W.  Va 1K3 

Reports  of  operations  in  Valley  District,  from  Novemher  4, 1861,  to  Febm- 

ary21,  18G2 389,396,396 

Jaokaon,  WUUain  A.    Mentioned 1G2,664,10» 

Jameson,  CharlesD.    Mentioned 16, 20, 107, 413. 415, n8 

Janney,  John.    Mentioned 613 

Jarvlfl,  Seigeant.    Mentioned 463,466 

Jayne,  J.  ML    Mentioned. 363,366 

Jenifer,  1^.  SL 

Correspondence  with 

A^atant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  C.  8.  A 1044,1068 

Caperton,  A.  T 1052 

Mentioned 306-307, 314, 349, 362, 353, 361, 364, 365, 509, 998, 1000. 1026, 1045 

Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Blnff,  Va.,  October  21,  1861 368 

Jenklna,  Albert  O.    Mentioned 116, 

117, 124, 157, 411, 676, 674, 805, 806, 816, 816, 824, 916, 1001, 1002 

Jenkfl^  John.    Mentioned. 379 

Jeaaee,  William  T.    Mentioned. 910 

Johna,  Thomaa. 

Mentioned 379,381 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Sonth  Branch  Bridge,  W.  Va.,  October  86, 1861 3&1 

Johnaon,  Aaron  C.    Mentioned 458,496,498 

Johnson,  Adolphna  J.    Mentioned.... 387 

Johnaon,  Andrew.    Mentioned 1007 

Johnson,  Carey.    Mentioned ^.^ 283 

Johnaon,  Bdward. 

Correspondence  with 

AcUatant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A .^ 1104 

Lee,  Robert  £ 1101 

Loring,  W.W 989,1001 

War  Department,  C.  8 464 

Mentioned. 824.226, 

228, 231, 234, 393, 456, 459, 460, 467, 468, 496, 499, 601, 989, 1008, 1004, 1009 
Reports  of 

Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  December  13, 1861 460-462 

Hantersville,  W.  Va.    Descent  npon,  January  3,  1862 498,499 

Johnaon,  Bnaign  A    Mentioned 414,419 

Johnson,  B.  V.    Mentioned 1083 
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Johnaon,  J.    Mentioned 463 

Johnaon,  Rtfverdy.    Mentioned 578,768^759 

Johnfloo,  J.R.    Mentioned 493 

Johnston,  A.  Sidney.    Mentioned 830,834,976,1000,1048,1068 

Johnston,  Ooorge  H.    (For  conespondence,  etc.,  see  Jompk  Hooker,) 
Johnston,  Joseph  B. 

Addzem  to  eoldien  of  Aimy  of  Northem  Yiiginia 1066 

Anignmenta  to  eommand.  .••... 913 

Correspondence  with 

A^atant  and  Inspector  Qeneral's  Office,  C.  8.  A.  770,772,773,  801,  8S6,897, 
835, 847, 891, 897, 909, 910, 922, 934, 940, 954, 960, 962, 963, 966, 971, 974, 985, 
966, 997,  998, 1007,  1080,  1049, 1050, 1058,  1062, 1064, 1065, 106S,  1081, 1098 

Beauregard,  G.  T 778,957,990 

Bonham,  Milledge  L. 1056 

CabeU,W.  L 872 

Davis,  Jefferson 527, 

766,  777,  784,  789,  790,  797,  798,  829,  833,  850,  857,  872,  944,  945, 963, 
1062, 1063, 1071,  1074, 1077, 1079, 1081, 1083, 1086, 1088-1090, 1096, 1102 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 1061 

Ewell,B.  S 1056 

French,  8.  G 1083 

Hampton,  Wade ,986 

Hill,  D.  H. 1069.1091 

Huhnes,  Theophilas  H 1013, 1035 

Huger,  Benjamin 835 

Jackson,  Thomas  J...  942, 949, 976, 1003-1005, 1018, 1026, 1034, 1036, 1039, 1044, 
1050,  1056,  1059,  1064,  1067,  1068, 1072, 1075, 1076, 1079, 1087, 1092, 1094 

Lee,  Robert  E 1090,1105 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 768,785 

Smith,  G.W 1095 

Smithson,  W.  T 1006 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B 440,443,447 

Trimble,  I.  R 959 

Virginia,  Goyemor  of 1051 

War  Department,  C.  8 816, 

820,  826,  830,  834,  847,  857, 873, 877, 881, 883, 888, 889, 892, 896, 905, 913, 
914,  923,  925,  926, 940, 941, 951, 953-955, 962, 966, 970, 974, 987, 993, 1006, 
1011,  1012,  1014,  1015,  1019,  1020,  1023,  1028,  1035,  1036,  1043,  1045, 
1048,  1049,  1051,  1053,  1056,  1057,  1059,  1064,  1066,  1072,  1073,  1075 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 847,944,948,949.956-958, 

970,  971,  982,  965,966, 1060, 1069, 1082, 1085, 1090, 1091, 1097, 1101, 1102 

Mentioned 59,184, 

440,528,529,531,545,554,  555,606,613,  651,661,  727,801,  808-810,  812, 
817,  818,  820,  821,  827, 835,  866,  867, 872, 873, 877, 878, 882-886, 889, 893, 
901,  903,  906,  913, 923, 929, 930, 932, 934,  935, 937, 938,  944,  950. 951, 954, 
958,  962,  966,  970,  974,  977,  995, 1000,  1002, 1007-1009, 1014, 1015,  1017, 
1023,  1025,  1039,  1040,1068,1070,1077,1086, 1093-1095, 1100,  1103,  1104 
Orders,  congratnlatory. 

Ball's  Blaff.Ya.    Engagement  at,  October  21, 1861 348 

LewinsTille,  Ya.   Reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  September  11, 1861.      181 
Reports  of 

Lewinsrille,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  September  11, 1861 .      180 
Rappahannock  line,  Ya.    Withdrawal  of  Confederate  forces  to,  March 

7-9,  1862 526 

Union  foraging  party.  Captnre  of,  at  Doolon's  Farm,  Ya. ,  Not.  16, 1861 . .      439 
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Jolnvflls,  Prino*  dt.    Mentioned ••••      S3 

Jon—,  Mentioned • • €10 

Jcme%  Captain.    Mentioned 470 

Jonas,  Abram.    Mentioned 546»547 

Jono%  4^Iaxandar  C.    Mentioned 88S 

Jono%  Charlea  B.    Mentioned 496,496 

Jono%  D.R. 

Aaaignments  to  oommand 914,945,961,1075 

Mentioned 778, 825, 892, 914, 945, 961, 973, 990, 1001,  lOOb^  1089,1075 

Jonaa,  Jamea  A. 

Mentioned 186 

Report  of  engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va^  December  13, 1861 457 

Jonaa,  Jaaper  N.    Mentioned 44S 

Jonaa^  J.  Irfiwranoa.    Mentioned • 195 

Jonea,  John  W.    Mentioned 30 

Jonaa,  Joaeph.    Correepondenee  with  A^J t.  and  Inap.  Gen.'8  Office,  C.  8.  A . . ..     880 

Jonaa,  Joaapfa SL    Mentioned 833,834,235 

Jonaa,  Joaapfa  P.    Mentioned 458 

Jonaa,  J.  T.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Jonaa,  Owan.    Mentioned • 449,455 

Jonea,  Samoal. 

ABsignmentB to  command 913,961,1037 

Mentioned 892,913,953,961,1027,1075 

Jonaa,  W.  A.  P.    Mentioned 3SS 

Jonaa,  William  B.    Mentioned 181 

Jordan,  Captain.    Mentioned 801,803,810 

Jordan,'  Thomaa. 

Coirespondenoe  with  War  Department,  C.  S 988,978 

Mentioned 923,928 

(For  correspondence^  etc.,  see  also  G.  T.  Btauregard,) 

Jonrdan,  Jamaa.    Mentioned •• ..     441 

Jtmkin,  Oaorga  Gk    Mentioned 394 

Jnnod,  Angnat.    Mentioned 186,187 

Xana^rha,  Army  o£    (Confederate.) 

Orders,  Oenerai,  series  1861  (Floyd) :  No.  12,  78;  (l^iaa)  No.  82, 795. 
Ordets,  Special,  series  1881 :  Angnat  5,  772 ;  Angnst  19,  796. 

Kanawha,  Diatriot  of.    (Union.)    Constituted  and  limits  defined,  and  Jacob 

D.  Cox  assigned  to  command 691 

Kanawha  Region,  ^^.  Va.    (For  operations  in,  see  We$t  VbffMa,) 

Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va. 

Operations  in  the,  from  Jnne  to  Sept.  25^  1861.    Reports  ot  H.  A  Wise..  148, 150 
Beconnaissance  in,  October  23-27,  1861.    Report  of  John  N.  Clarkson 377 

(See  also  Weti  Virffinia,) 

Kanawha  Qap,  W.  Va.    Action  at,  September  25, 1861 .    (See  Ammmny  of  Prim' 
eiptU  EvenU,  p.  2.) 

Kana,  Thomaa  L. 

Mentioned 288,474,475,477,479,480,498 

Report  of  engagement  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  December  20, 1861 481 

Kaamay,  W.  O.    Mentioned 366,367 

Kaamy,  Philip. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 839 

Mentioned 15, 16, 21, 86, 113, 453, 454, 538-542, 548, 553, 719, 748, 754, 75& 

Report  of  advance  of  Union  forces  into  Virginia,  March  7-11,  1862 537 

Kaanan,  Edward  J.    Mentioned 73 
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CorrMpoadenoe  wiOi  Chadfls  8.  Tripler •• 658 

Mentioned 106,657,658 

K«iiii,  WUUarn  SL    Mentioned 90 

KaUay,  Bepjamin  F. 

Aiwigninento  to  command • 566,001 

Coixeepondenoe  with 

A4iatant-Oeneral'8  Office,  U.  8.  A 380, 687 

Anny  Ileadqnarten 625,63H 

MeClellan,  QeorgeB 644 

Mentioned 251, 381, 382, 39&- 

400,  460,  552,  625,  630,  631,634.639,647,651,657,661,670,671,673,676, 
078,  688,  601,  606,  697,  702,  703,  942,943,965,988,  KKM,  1008, 1019, 1038 
Proclamation  to  the  people  of  Hampshire  County,  W.  Ya.,  and  the  Upper 

Potomac  region • 638 

Beports  of. 

Hanging  Bock  Pus,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  January  7, 1802 403 

Little  Cacapon  River,  W.  Ya.    Skirmish  near  month  of,  Nov.  30, 1861 . .      451 

Bomney,  W.  Ya.    Action  at,  October  26, 1861 378 

KaUay,  J.  O.    Mentioned 379 

Ke]lay,Wil]iamB.    Mentioned 405 

Kelao,  Qoorga.     Mentioned 486 

Keoly,  JohnR. 

Coirespondence  with  N.  P.  Banks 571 

Mentioned 400 

Kennedy,  Captain.    Mentioned 889 

Kent,  Alexander.    Mentioned 188 

Kentucky. 

Military  departments  embracing 604 

Be-enforcements  for,  ih>m  West  Yirginia.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Qeneral's  Office,  C.  &  A 976,982, 1009 

Floyd,  John  B 1006, 1009 

Paxtouy  J.  G 978 

Kentucky  Tioapa.    Mentioned.    {ConfederaU,) 

Infantry— iVfl^/meiife  :  let,  475,480,490,491,493,494,737. 
Kentucky Tkoopa*    Mentioned.    {UnUm.) 

Infantry— A«9/maffl^ :  lat^  856,266,272,273;  2d,  256,256,973. 

Kems^  WilUaaiB.    Mentioned 322 

Andrew,  Jr.    Mentioned 106 

SThomaalC    Mentioned 23,31,575 

Ixaamua  D.    Mentioned.  15»  16, 18, 20, 56, 64, 93, 650, 718, 728, 732, 748, 755, 759 

John.    Mentioned 379,380 

Kidd,  Milton.    Mentioned.... j 195 

Klllgannon,  Joho.    Mentioned 190 

KimballtJohn  VT.    Mentioned 310 

Kimball,  Nathan. 

Mentioned loo,  186,223 

Beports  of 

Cheat  Mountain,  W.  Ya.    Operations  in,  September  11-17, 1861 186 

Greenbrier  Bi ver,  W.  Ya.    Engagement  at,  October  3,  1861 221 

King,Rnfna.    Mentioned 16,18,21,556,706,718,748,755 

KInft  William  8.    Mentioned 658 

Kingabnry,  Charlea P.    Mentioned • 29,575 

Kingakmry,  T.  H.  C.    Mentioned 399 

Kirby,  Bdmnnd.    Mentioned •• 333 
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Kirk,  James  T.    Mentioned 483,4^5 

Bllrk,  Johns.    Mentioned • 183 

Bllrklandy  Jofleph.    Mentioned • S3 

Kirkpntiick,  Thomas  BC    Mentioned 456 

Knight,  John  H. 

Mentioned 496,4S8,433»e6S 

Report  of  expedition  through  Aooomno  and  Northampton  Conntiea,  Ya.,  No- 
vember 14-21,  1861 4S4 

(For  oorrespondence,  ete.,  eee  Henry  H,  Loekwood.) 

Knoai;  Nioholaa.    Mentioned ., 137 

SLoontSy  H.  R.  T.    Mentioned 523 

Kaxtt,  H.  J.    Mentioned 130,135,136 

Kryniski,  Joseph  D.    Mentioned 417 

Kyle,  Mr.    Mentioned 412 

Lafayette,  Fort.     Commanding  o£Bcer  oil    (For  correspondence,  etc,  see 
2iarti»  Burke.) 

Xiamen,  WardH.    Mentioned 400, G88 

Lamar,  Captain    Mentioned 834 

Lancaster  County,  Vs.    Meeting  of  citizens  of 910 

Lsncaster,  Washington.    Mentioned 114 

Lsnder,  Frederick  W. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headqnarters ^ 630 

Benbam,  H.  W 647 

McClellan,  George  B 702,722,731,732 

Roeecrans,  W.  S 647 

Mentioned 16,  IB,  48, 49, 66, 85, 86, 89, 264, 316, 332, 338, 407, 623. 635,  OTi, 

678, 694. 696, 697, 714, 726, 727, 732,  TM,  1044, 1076, 1079, 1080, 1092, 10S3 
Report  of  affair  at  Bloomery  Gap,  W.  Va.,  February  14,  18a2 ¥& 

Lane,  John.    Mentioned 966 

Lane,  Peter,  Jr.    Mentioned 444,445,447 

Iiandstreet,  Private.    Mentioned 4iM 

Langhome,  D.  A.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring •«. 1046 

Langhome,  BSauxloe  8.    Mentioned 493 

Lanier,  Adolphus  C.    Mentioned 835,391 

Laning,  Warren  L.    Mentioned 437,438 

Lants,  Jaoolx    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Sktmandoiik  Countg  Court) 

Larmonr,  .    Mentioned 613 

Lamed,  W.  L.    Mentioned 7S 

XrfiUDts,  R.  BC    Mentioned 391 

Xrfiurel  Creek,  ^^.  Va.    Skirmish  on,  November  12, 1861.    Reports  of 

Smith,  Williams 88S 

White,  CarrB 29) 

(See  also  Weet  Virginim.     OperalUmein  Kanawka  reyios.) 

Laurel  Fork,  1^.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  August  20, 1861.    (See  Summmrf  of  PHmet- 
pal  EreniBf  p.  1.) 

Xrfiy,  Oeorge  W.    Mentioned 395^1060 

Le  Compte,  F.    Mentioned 23 

Lee,  John  F.    Mentioned 344 

Lee,  Fitahug^. 

Mentioned 181,439,443,1094,1100 

Report  of  skirmish  on  road  to  Fairfax  Conrt-Honse,  Va. ,  November  18, 1861 .      442 
Lee,Richard  B.    Mentioned 767 
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Iie0,Bobert  B. 

Awrignmftnto  to  oommand •• .••......    1099 

(Bee  alao  ^ote,  p.  1.) 
Camspondenoe  with 

A^Jatant  and  Inspeotor  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 808, 828, 846, 848, 993 

Canon,  JamesH 790 

Deas,  George 807,851 

Floyd,  JohnB 908 

Heth,  H 1098 

Holmes,  Th.H 1099,1100,1103,1104,1106 

JohnsoB,  Edward.. ••••••. • 1101 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1090,1105 

McDonald,  Angus  W 857 

Stevens,  George  8 888 

Tompkinfl^  C.  Q 841 

Tyler,  Nat 874,879 

War  Department,  C.  8 905 

Wise^  Henry  A 768,770,771,773,774,777,779,781,784, 

785,787,  788,792,  799,  804,  810,  812,823,839,842,868,873,  874,878,879 

Mentioned 118, 148, 150-157, 15»-163, 165, 185, 231, 258, 254, 258, 287, 

554,566,631,767,775,776,  791,794-796,802,  837,845,  854,857,  864,865, 
870, 871, 880, 881,  900,  918,  925,  952,  969,  9H3, 992, 1000, 1067, 1083, 1099 
Orders  of,  series  1861 :  August  25, 807 ;  September  9, 192 ;  September  14, 192 ; 
No.  239,770;  No.  243,  800. 

Zioe, Stephen.    Mentioned •• 954 

I*ee,  Stephen  D. 

Mentioned 530,534 

Beport  of  withdrawal  of  Confederate  forces  to  Rappahannock  line 535 

Xiee,  WUUam  R.    Mentioned 293-297,299,303,308-310,314,317-320,322,329 

Zieeabnrg,  Va. 

Confederate  forces  at    Report  of  Francis  L.  Buxton 339, 341 

Engagements  near,  October  21-22. 1861.    (See  BalV$  Bluffs  Va.) 
Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  March  8,  1862.    Report  of  John  W.  Geary.      549 
Ziee's  House,  Va.  AjSair  at,  Jan.  29, 1862.  (See  Sttmmary  Principal  EventB,  p.  4.) 

Leiper,B.  O.    Mentioned 257,260,268,269,273 

Iieonard,  Samnel  H. 

Correspondence  with  Nathaniel  P.  Banks 399, 553, 578, 651, 678, 688, 727 

Mentioned 397-400,594,650,660,676,726,1092 

Zietcher,  John.    Mentioned 389, 

557, 790, 808, 810, 816, 818, 820, 82G,  864, 888, 911, 939, 1098, 1104 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Virginiaf  Oavemar  of.) 

Iietterman,  Jonathan.    Mentioned ^  2^2T 

Zte^^lnsville^  Va.    Reconnaissances  to,  action  and  skirmishes  at. 
September  10,  18G1.    Reports  of 

Hibbard,  EUsha  C 166 

Ireland,  David 166 

September  11, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 847 

McCIellan,  Qeorge  B 168 

Orders,  congratulatory 181 

Reports  of 

Barrowe,  William 179 

Elliott,  SamuelR 175 

Griffin,  Charles 178 
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Xi«wJiunH]Iab  Va.   Rnooniiftiaianoet  to,  action  and  ikirmiabM  at— Continiied. 
September  11,  IMl. 
Beporteof 

Hyde,  Breed  N 177 

Ireland,  David 175 

Johnston,  Josepli  £ 180 

Longstreet,  Jamee 168 

MoClellan,  George  B 167,168 

McLean,  William 179 

Meceditli,  Solomon 173 

Mott,  Thaddeus  P 178 

Poe,  Orlando  M 178 

Shaler,  Alexander 174 

Smith,  WiUiam  P 16B 

Stannard,  Qeorge  J 176 

StcTene,  Isaac  I 169 

Stnart,  J.E.B 163 

September  S5»  1861.    Beportof  WUUam  P.  Smith S15 

Xmw1%  lir.    Mentioned • 161 

^•wia.  Captain*    Mentioned 678 

Zaawla,  Captain.    Mentioned 991 

Ziawla,  PriTate.    Mentioned 494 

Lewia  Chapel,  Va.    Affair  at,  Feb.  24, 1862.    Beport  of  S.  P.  Heintselman. ..  511 

Ziewl%  B.    Mentioned 547 

Ziawia,  Qeorge  ^^.    Mentioned 330 

Lilley,  R.  D.    Mentioned ^ 467 

IitiMHiln,  Abraham. 
Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A - - 431 

Lnte,Balph i 674 

MoClellan,  George  B 41,58,678,713»730 

Peirpoint,  F.  H 674 

Samuels,  H.  I .• 674 

Instmctions  to  MoClellan  March  13, 1868 56 

Mentioned 6,7,9,11, 18,  37,  38,  41,  42,  45,  46,  4&^1,  54,56-56,60,63, 

64,  77-79,  148,  344,  380,  572,502,617,639,730,739-741.743,752,754,845 
Orders,  General,  series  1862:  Jannaiy  27,  41 ;  March  8  (Mowaieiite  of  Armjf 
oftkePoUmao),&Oi  MajKh  6  (OrymtiMoiUmr-'atrpB^Army  of  ths  Paiam^ 
18;  March  11,  54. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  January  31,  41. 

Proposed  operations i... *, 41,678,713 

Zdnk, 'William  B.    Mentioned 688,787 

Tf1ntf»"i  Mr.    Mentioned 385 

Linton,  Jonathan  F.    Mentioned 400,401 

Iilnton,  Samnel  8.    Beport  of  skirmish  near  Bath,  Ya.,  Janoary  3-4, 1862....  400 
Lionberger,  J.  H. 

Mentioned 201, 203-205, 207, 200,  SU 

Beport  of  descent  upon  Bomney,  W.  Va.,  September  23-25, 1861 812 

ZatHe  RiTer  Tomplke,  Va.    Skirmish  on,  October  15, 1861. 

Commnnicatlons  fipom  Philip  Kearny ^ 839 

Beport  of  Isaac  M.Tncker 838 

(For  skirmish  on  Angnst  31, 1861,  see  Ji£unmm*$  HUl,  To.) 
Zdttle  Caoapon  RiTer,  ^^.  Va.    Beport  of  Benjamin  F.  KeUey  of  skirmish 

nesr  month  of,  November  30, 1661 •....  451 

(See  also  Potomac  Sivetf  Upper.    OperoHom  Vallejf  JHtMcL} 
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CorntpODdenoe  with 

Bix,  JolmA.... 424-488,609,616,620,866 

McClellan,  Gtooxge  B 619 

Mentioned 89,42»-433,614.615,650,686,758 

Bepoit  of  expedition  thiongh  Acoomao  and  Northampton  Coimtieey  Va., 

NoTember  14-22, 1861 43^-496 

»,JoMi>hB.    Mentioned 444,445 

ZfOdgo,  WUllam.    Mentioned.* 407 

liOgha  Court-Hdoflo,  ^^.  Va.    Beport  of  Edward  Slber  of  expedition  to,  Jaa- 

nary  12-23, 1862 -. 601 

Zioker,  Jamaa  B.    Mentioned.... 690 

Tium,iU.PCt,  JaBMa* 

Aasignments  to  oommand 896,897,914,961 

Correapondence  with  W.  P.MUee 1001 

Mentioned 180-182,627,778,825,892,896,897,914, 

945,  961,  973,  990, 1014, 1029, 1062. 1074, 1086, 1086, 1091, 1095, 1096, 1098 
Beport  of  reoonnaiasaaoe  to,  and  action  at,  Lewinsville,  Ya.,  Sept.  11, 1861.      182 

]jOold]ia,B.  B.    Mentioned 929 

iKMMDia,  Cyma  Q.    Mentioned 221 

Irfttlng;  1^.1^. 

Aasignments  to  oommand ••..  •••••. 1067 

Charges  and  speciflcationB  against,  preferred  by  Thomas  J.  Jackson. ..  1066, 1066 
Congratnlatoxy  orders.  Engagement  at  Greenbrier  Rirer,  October  3, 1861.  236 
Correspondence  with 

Adams,?.  B 1046 

A4]ntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 938, 

9G4. 966, 967, 976, 979, 980, 982, 989 

Anderson,  J.  W 1046 

Barton,  8.  M 1066 

Barks,  Jesse  8 1046 

Campbell,  John  A 1046 

Cole,B.  O 980 

Cnnningham,  R.  H.,Jr 1046 

Falkerson,  SamuelV 1046 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 1048,1064 

Johnson,  Edward 989,1001 

Jones,  J.  Y 1046 

Langhome,  D.  A 1046 

Manning,  Van  H 1046 

ScoU,  A.y 1046 

Taliaferro,  WUliam  B 1046 

War  Department,  C.  8 935,968,975,978,983,1003,1054,1070 

Mentioned 118,161,192,193,224,264,389-395,405,499,517,696,703,768- 

770,  772,  776,  776, 778,  867, 870, 888,  908, 914, 933, 934, 937, 939, 940, 954- 
966, 964-966, 982,983, 986, 988, 9S9, 1003-1005, 1031, 1034, 1036, 1039, 1041, 
1043, 1044, 1060, 1063,  1056,  1059,  1065-1069, 1072, 1073, 1075, 1079. 1080 

Beply  to  charges,  etc.,  preferred  by  Jackson 1070 

Beports  of 

Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  December  13,  18H1 459, 460 

Hnntersville,  W.  Va.    Descent  upon,  Jannary  3, 1862 498 

Xicmdoim  County,  Va.    Operations  in,  February  25-May  6, 1862. 

Commnnications  from  War  Department,  U.  8 • 617 

Beportof  John  W.Geary 511 

(Seo  also  LteBkwrg,  Fa.    Occ^ipatUm  of,  Marck  8, 1862.) 
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TionUtana  Ttoopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— tfafto/ZoM ;  'Waaliliistoii,  161-183,737,1014,1031,1091. 
Infantry— tfaftoZ/Mit;   2d  {WkM^M),  737,836,1030;  4th  (WaddiW*),  9U, 
1000.    Compani—:  St.  Paul's  Fbot  RiflM^  1031.    B9gimmt9:  6th,  7th, 
8th,  737, 825, 1030 ;  9th,  825, 1030. 

Lovell,  Manafleld.    Mentioned 797,883,895,1067 

Lovett,  Byron.    Mentioned 407 

LorettiivlUe^  Va.    Bkiimiah  at,  August  8, 1861.  (fit^  Summarif  Frimicipal  EvemU^ 
p.l.) 

Ziowe,  Profeeaor.    Mentioned ..••.  38,663 

Lowe^  Johnl^.    Mentioned 133,134,138 

iKyweill,  C.  R.    Mentioned S3 

X«owell,  J.  J.    Mentioned 317 

iKy^irerbnm,  ^— — .    Mentioned 40S 

XKSwing^  Stephen  O.    Mentioned 503,504 

Zaowman,  William  O.    Mentioned • 479 

Zk>wz7,  Corporal.    Mentioned 453 

Lnoaa,  Daniel  B.    Mentioned 789,806 

(For  oonrespondenoe,  eto.,  see  Hemrjf  A.  Wtie,) 

Lnoaa,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 331 

Lndwioky  J.  B.    Mentioned 74,75 

Lnpton,  Lientenant-Colonel.    Mentioned 903,906,383 

Lnae,  W.  H.    Mentioned 366 

Lnsk,  WilUam  T.    Mentioned 176 

Late,  Ralph.    Correspondence  with  Abraham . Lincoln 674 

Lyle,  JohnM.    Mentioned 350,366 

Lynoh,  Andrew  A.    Mentioned 194  196 

Lynoh,  Jamea.    Mentioned 547 

Lyon,  John  D.    Mentioned • S8S 

Lyale,  James  M.    Mentioned 519,580 

Lytle,  William  H. 

Mentioned 132, 134,135 

Report  of  engagement  at  Camiflx  Ferry,  Ganley,  W.  Vs.,  Sept.  10,  1861  ..      136 

MoAlester,  M.  D.    Mentioned 94,53,671,684 

Mo  AUister,  Robert. 

Mentioned..... 538,540 

Beport  of  advance  of  Union  forces  into  Virginia,  March  7-9, 1862 53t$ 

MoBlair,  C.H.    Coirespondence  with  JefFerson  Davis 931 

MoCall,  Gtoorge  A. 
Correspondence  with 

McCIellan,  GeorgeB 563 

Ord,  E.  O.  C 480 

War  Departmenti  U.  8 - 476 

Mentioned 13,17,18,91,39,33,66,69,92,97,98,988,990,993,295,349.477, 

479,481,  488,  558,  560,  567,560,  572,579,660,  703,715,  732»  755, 978, 961 
Reports  of 

DranesYille,  Va. 

Engagement  at,  December  20,  1861 473,474 

Expedition  to,  and  skirmish  at,  November  26-27, 1861 448 

Great  Falls,  Md.    Sldrmish  at,  September  4,  1861 127 

Gnnneirs  Farm,  Va ,  near  Dranesvil  le.  Expedition  to,  December  6^  1861 .      435 

MoCallnm,  Daniel  C.    Mentioned 515 

MoCalmont,  John  B. 

Mentioned 474,476,477-479 

Beport  of  engagement  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  December  20, 1861 463 
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JkfoCann,  John.    Mentioned ••«••... ^..      486 

BCeCamland,  John.    Mentioned 187, 154, 783»  789, 800 

Bf oGleUan,  Artfanr.    Mentioned • 23 

Modellan,  Oeorge  B.* 

Aasignmente  to  oommand 64, 567, 575, 639 

Comspondenoe  with 

A^ntont-General's  Offiee,  U.  8.  A 60,711,751 

Army  Headqoarten 561,578 

Baboock,0.  £ 677,693 

Baker,  Edwaxd  D 584 

Bauln,  Nathaniel  P 56,59,574,585,504,649-653.660, 

676,693,  694,696,  703,705,  721,725,  726,  TM,  738,739,743,746,748,750 

Barnard,  J.  G 606,632,624,626,676,698,712 

Barry,  W.F 61,579,580,624,626 

Bnell,  Don  Carlos 38 

Bnrke,  Bfartin 342 

Bonudde,  A.E 36 

Bntler,  Biei^amin  F » 40 

Bnxton,  FrancisL 613 

Cuey,  Silas 387,388 

Charles,  Edmnnd  C n-      7U0 

Diz,  JohnA 432,433,562,569,572,577,581,604,614,623,628,654 

Franklin,  W.  B 450,582,601 

Garrett,  John  W 729 

HoUeck,H.  W 37 

Heintzehnan,  S.  P 419,471,472,520,748 

Hooker,  Joseph 524, 

631,  633,635,  636,638,640,  642,645,646,  648,652,653,  663,673,675,686, 
687,  690,  695,  697,  698,  709,722-724,726,  731,735,743,744,75^-756,761 

Hant,  Henry  J 691 

Keainy,P - 239 

KeUey,  B.F 644 

Lander,  F.W 702,722,731,732 

Lincoln,  Abraham 41,58,678,713,730 

Lookwood,  Henry  H  ....  i. 612 

McCall,  George  A 553 

McDowell,  Irviu 438,553,626,708,758 

Maroy,  B.B 728,730,742,748,749,754 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 47,753 

Pinkerton,  AUen 736,763 

Porter,  Andrew ^ 341,561,574 

Porter,  Fits  John 445 

Reynolds,  J.  J 644 

Richardson,  Israel  B 121 

Rosecrans,  WilUam  S 555,563,564,666,662,722,757 

Sherman,  T.W 39 

Shields,  James 700,749 

Sickles,  Daniel  £ 609 

Smith,  William  F 168.510 

Stone,  Charles  P 82-34,290,304.305,307, 

342-346,  557,  560,  567,  568,  673,  678,  579,  582-585,691,592,615,621,669 

^SmbrscM  alto  ooxmpondenoe  m  Ocnenl-la^ThlafL 
73  B  E— VOL  V 
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MoClttUaii,  Oeorse  B.^Contina6d. 
Comspoodence  with 

SnllivaD,  J.  H 587 

SaiDDer,  £.  V 55»7© 

Tripler,  Charles  8 97, 98, 100, 101, 106, 107, 6&7, 664, 713 

Wadsworth,  J.  8 57 

War  Department,  U.  8 . — 9, 36, 42, 66,57,63, 

342,  68&-687,  508,  616,  619,  621,  727-730,  739-743,  747,749-752,754-750 

Williams,  8 7IS 

WilliamsoD,  R.  8 e25,6» 

Wymao,  R.  H 608 

Instniotioos  to 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.    (Shenandoah  VdlUg) 56,59 

Boell,  Don  Carlos.    (ITen tadbjr  and  I^mmmm) 38 

Bnmside,  A.  £.    {North  CaroHma) 36 

Bntler,  Benjamin  F.    {New  Orloam) 40 

Halleck,  H.  W.    (Miaoowi) 37 

8herman,T.  W.    (Sooth  AtlanHo  Coa$t) 39 

Wadsworth,  J.  8.    (WaihingUm  and HeittUg) 57 

Mentioned 5,32,34,41,46,50, 

54, 61, 63-67, 100-102, 105,  121, 153,  184, 196, 290,  334,  341--347, 428, 430, 
474,  512,  514,  515,  548,554,560,561,563,567,574,579,597,  609,  613,616, 
620-622,  626,  639,  655,  685,700,712,725,730,733,  742,  748-750,753,  754, 
757,  765,  769,  HS,  790,848,  903,  929,953,966,969,965,978,979, 981,983, 
990,  1007,  1019,  1025,  1028,  1035,  1037,  1038, 1060, 1064. 1065,  lOifi,  1101 

Operations.    Proposed 6,9,57 

Beports  of. 

Ball's  Blnff,  Ya.    Engagement  at,  October  21, 1861 32-35,890 

Cedar  Run,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  March  14-16, 1862 550 

Lewinsville,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  8ept.  11,  1861..  167,168 

Potomac,  Army  of  the.    Operations,  Jnly  27, 1861-March  17, 1862 5 

Review  of  affairs,  February,  1862 42-45 

Statement  of  condition  of  Union  Army  in  October,  1861 9 

8nggest«  organisation  of  flotilla  for  operations  on  Potomac  Rirer 36,586 

BfoConiMll,  Thcunaa. 

Mentioned 484 

Report  of  engagement  at  Dranesville,  Va.,  December  20, 1861 484, 485 

MoCook,  Alezandor  MoD.    Mentioned 242,418 

MoCkMk,  Daniel.    Mentioned 24S 

MoCkMk,  Robert  L, 

Mentioned 130,132,134,143,144,253-4255,266,268,271,272,586,599,636,657 

Re|iort  of  engagement  Caniiflx  Ferry,  Gauley  River,  W.Va.,  Sept.  10, 1861.      141 

MoOoy,  Henry  K.    Mentioned 463 

IfoCoy'B  BCiU,  W.  Va.    Report  of  William  8.  Smith  of  sUrmish  near,  No- 

inember  14,1861 983 

(See  also  Weit  Virginia,    Operation$  <»  Kanawha  regiom,) 

VbOnbbln,  R.O.   Mentioned 196 

McDonald,  Angus  W.,  ColoneL 
Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 996,981 

Lee,RobertE 857 

Mentioned 383,808,846,851,667,869,981,948 

Report  of  descent  upon  Romney,  W.  Va. ,  September  23-85, 1861 200, 801 

MoDooald,  AngoaW.,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 201,206,210 
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MoDoiuild,  B.  H. 

Mentioned 901,908,908,1060 

Report  of  descent  npon  Bomneyy  W.  Va.,  September  93-9^  1861 906 

MoDoonld,  Oeorstt.    Mentioned 800 

McDonald,  ZMdah  B.    Mentioned 467,458 

MoDononch,  Tbomaa.  Mentioned ^% 198 

BCbOowell,  Xnrin. 

Correspondence  with 

Fiy,  James  B 696 

McClellan,  George  B 438,663,606,708,758 

Mentioned 11,14,16,18,91,32,35,56,69,68,69,76,81,89,91, 

990,  511, 917,  661,  613,  660.  978,  679, 718, 739. 749. 748, 750, 755, 978, 961 
Macftiiiand,  Wmiam  H. 
CorrespoDdence  with 

Price,  Samnel 1010 

War  Department,  C.  8 1010 

Mentioned 864 

M60ee,  John  L.    Mentioned 380 

MdCMim,  W.  J.    Mentioned 486 

MoOrath,  Jamaa.    Mentioned 385 

MoOimw,  Private.    Mentioned 440 

MbOroarty,  8.  J.    Mentioned 137 

MoOnlre,  Honter  H.    Mentioned 389,394 

MoOnirk.  John. 

Mentioned 369,359 

Report  of  events  on  the  Potomao  River  near  Leesbmg,  Va.,  Oct.  90-23, 1861     360 

McHenry,  Cbarlea  W.    Mentioned 519,590 

Molntoah,  D.  R.    Mentioned 354 

Molntyra,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 407 

Maok,  Oaoar  A.    Mentioned 971,670 

MoKean,  Haniy  B.    Mentioned 489 

Maokie,  Jaaea  B.    Mentioned 303,339 

MoXnight,  Armor  A. 

Mentioned 471 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  Pohick  Cbnrch,  Ya.,  December  18;  1861 470, 471 

McLean,  K.  H.    Mentioned 951,606,671 

McLean,  William. 

Mentioned 160,170.173,179,180 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  Lewinsville,  Y a. ,  Sept.  1 1, 1861 .      179 

McLeazy,  Mr.    Mentioned 861 

MoMahon,  M.  T.    Mentioned 93 

MtoMartina,  Dr.    Mentioned 433 

McMillan,  Jamea.    Mentioned. 30' 

McMillan,  John.    Mentioned 411 

MoMnllin,  Jamea  R.    Mentioned 133-135,961,963,981 

MbNally,  Patrick.    Mentioned 498 

McNewman,  Heaekiah.    Mentioned 463 

McNIe,  Robert    Mentioned. 175 

Macomb^  JohnK.    Mentioned 95,575 

McPhall,  Jamea  L.    Mentioned 196,765 

McPherson,  Colonel.    Mentioned • 780 

MoPhemon,  Charlea.    Mentioned.. 321 

McQnlken,  A.  R.    Mentioned 858 

McRner,  Daniel    Mentioned 84,664,665 

MoSanley,  Hugh.    Mentioned 547 
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BCUddoac, .    Mentioned 613 

Maeaw,  SamtioL    Mentioned 406»410,710,711,763»761 

BCagmder,  James  A.    Mentioned &i 

BCn^radMr,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8. 90S 

Mentioned 45,7S4,(»,906,919,ft»,981,nffi 

>ffagnxder,L.  8.    Mentioned 874,1010 

SCasmder'a  Ferry,  Va.    Skirmiah  at,  September  16, 1861.     (See  Anmnery  t/ 

IViaoipal  BoemUf  p.  8.) 
aCalne  TtoQpe.    Mentioned. 
CMxa}Tj-^R9gim9nt$ :  1st,  81. 

Infiuitry— ff«v/mtiil0 :  ad,  IS  16, 80, 561, 715 ;  3d,  16, 90, 718 ;  4th,  16, 90, 414, 
417-419, 718 ;  5th,  15, 16, 81. 719 ;  6th,  15, 17, 80, 816, 510, 716 ;  Ttli,  17, 90, 
717;  11th,  80,717. 

MUlory,  W.  Lb    Mentioned • 135,881 

Maloney,  Colonel.    Mentioned 1100 

Bffanassaa,  Va.    Defenaea  o£    Commnnioationa  from  B.  S.  Alexander 65 

Maney,  Oeorge.    Mentioned. 390,391 

Mann,  O.L.    Mentioned 400,402,401 

affawwitig,  Van  H..  Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring. 1016 

Manafield,  Joaeph  K.  F.    Mentioned 678,755 

Mantel,  Herman.    Mentioned 235 

Maroy,  Randolph  B. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 788,730,748,748,749,754 

MeuUoned 83,341,385,438,575,735 

(For  correepondence,  etc.,  see  also  Oeorge  B.  MeCleUam,) 

BCargedant,  William.    Mentioned 130 

BCarkoe,  John.    Mentioned 381,388,396 

Marrow,  laaao  H.    Mentioned. Id5 

MarahalT,  Stephen  Q.    Mentioned 463 

Marahall,  Mi^or.    Mentioned 888,978 

MarahalT,  Humphrey.    Mentioned 1009,1010,1099 

Martin,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned 491,493 

Martin,  J.  W.    Mentioned 198,840,8ftl 

Martin,  ^^UUam  T. 

Mentioned 439.440,959 

Report  of  capture  of  Union  foraging  party  at  Doolon's  Farm,  Va.,  Kovem- 

ber  16, 1861 439 

Itfartindale,  J.  H.    Mentioned 16,90,715 

Marttnaborg,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  March  3, 1868.    (See  Smmmarg  of  Primei- 
pal  Ev9Hi$,  p.  4.) 

Manrln,  J.  T.    Mentioned 816 

Maryland. 

Affairs  in,  generally.    CommnnicationB  from 

Dlx,  JohnA 604,688,639 

McClellan,  George  B 7S8 

(See  also  Maryland^  Etuiem  SkorCf  and  PeR««y/«s»<a,  Departwtemi  of.) 

Events.    Summary  of  Principal 1-4 

Military  departments  embracing £67 

Operations  in.  (See  Maryland^  £a8tem  Shore,  and  Lower;  also  FoUmmo 
Biver^  Upper  and  Lower.) 

Union  sentiment  in 195,386,683,688,638,651,658,660,665,666,086 

Union  troops  in.    Statements  of 

October  15, 1861 18 

December  1, 1861-March  1, 1868 18 
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Ifaiyluid,  Oovamor  at    Conegposideiice  with 

Banka,  Nathaniel  P 197 

IMZyJohnA 672 

Ifaiyland,  Tifigiilatnra  oL    Axvest  of  memben  oi,€idL 
Communicatloiis  from 

Diz,  JohnA 194 

Maryland,  Govenior  of....— ^ 197 

War  Department,  U.  S 193 

Wool,  John  £ 196 

Beporteof 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 194 

Diz,  JohnA. 198 

Pinkerton,  Allen 196 

Maryland  Troop&    Mentioned.    (Ckm/eierota.) 

Axtmiery-'-BatioHBa:  Andiewa',  851,1031;  Baltimore  Llsht,  1030. 
Infantry— A«y/mM«i.'  lat,  549,  1030. 
Ifaiyland  Troopa.    Mentioned.    (€7iiioii.) 

Cavalry— Com/Mt/i/ A,*  529;  Pumell  Legion,  S2.    RBgimwiH:  lat,  22. 
Infiuitry— /?«y/men«i :  1st,  16»  22,  334, 400, 516, 574, 584, 613, 719,  757 ;  lat,* 
22,719;  lBt,t  22 ;  ad,  17,  22,  556,  566,  624 ;  2dn*  379,  361,  719;  ad,t  22; 
4th,*21;  5th,  749;  Pnmell Legion,  435.  628. 
Bffaryland,  Baatem  Shore.    AfEaixa  in,  generally.    Commnnieationa  from 

Dix,  John  A 581,609,614,616,620,641 

MeClellan,  George  B * 612 

Merrill,  George  8 581 

Maryland,  Lower  (Western  Shore).    Expedition  into,  November  3-11, 1861. 

Commnnioations  from  Silas  Casey. 387,388 

Beportsof 

Howard,  Oliver  O 385 

Sykes,  George 387 

Maaon,  Mr.    Mentioned. 372 

Maaon,  A.  P.    Mentioned • 527 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Jotepk  S.  JohntUmJ) 

yaa^w,  C.  B.    Mentioned 135,140 

Maaon,  O.  R.    Correspondence  with  Qnortermaster-Gkineral,  C.  B.  A. 888 

Mason,  Jamea  M.    Mentioned ^ 1038 

Mason,  JohnB.    Mentioned , 379 

Mason,  ^Villiam  P.    Mentioned 23 

Maasaohnaetta  Ttoopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— Saffer/M  {Light) :  lat  (A),  21 ;  ad  (B),  17,  428,  429,  435, 666, 641 ; 

3d  (C),  19;  5th  (£),  19;  Regim9nt8  (Heavy):  lat  (14th),  22. 
Infantry— ^6^/ms/rf8;  Ist,  15,  17,  20,  421-423,  589-691,  695-597,  602,  606, 
646,  716;  2d,  16,  22,  313,  316,  565,  574,  719,  757 ;  4th,  371 ;  7th,  15, 16,  30, 
93,  718;  9th,  15, 16,  20.  715;  10th,  15,  16,  20,  718;  11th.  15, 17,  20, 716; 
12th,  16,  22, 92,  330,  518, 719, 757 ;  13th,  16,  22,  92,  198,  239,  240,  243-245, 
562,  565,  572,  578,  564,  594,  651,  719,  757 ;  14th,  15,  17,  699 ;  15th,  16,  19, 
92,  291,  293-297,  299-301,  303,  30B-312,  314,  317-319,  321-323,  327,328,  330, 
371,  569, 583, 714 ;  16th,  571, 572;  17th,  17,  425, 428, 666;  18th,  16, 20, 715; 
19th,  16, 19,  295,  299,  311-316, 330,  336, 371 ;  20th,  16, 19,291,293-295,297, 
299,  303,  307,  308,  310,  312-323,  327,  331, 371,  714 ;  2l8t,  22 ;  22d,  20, 713 ; 
25th,  17. 
Sharpshooters— Andrew,  16,  22,  330-332,  714. 

'Potomso  Home  Brigade.  tBactern  Sboxe. 
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lEuste,  John  R.    Mentioned • S95 

ItfntlMWBy  Mseoiia 

Coireepondenoe  with  Jeffisnon  Davii. 864 

Mentioned • ..••.  865,866 

^■«>iii««  Pointy  Vn.    Expedition  to,  November  9, 1861.    Beporto  of 

GnhAin,  Charlee  K 409 

Hooker,  Joeeph 407 

Sioklee,  Daniel  £ 4M 

ItattawoDun  GtmI^  Md.    JJbdr  at  month  of,  November  14, 1861.    Beporte  of 

Amee,  Adelbert 4S 

Hooker,  Joeeph 431 

WeUe,  George  D 4S 

Itatthttws,  Bsim  W.    Mentioned 581 

Itanxy,  D.  B.    (For  ooneepondenoe,  eto.,  lee  TheopkilM  JET.  JSblsei.) 

SCay,  Henzy.    Mentioned 194-196 

MtLjo, D.C.    Mentioned 807 

Mead,  W.  W.    Mentioned 368 

Meade,  George  O.    Mentioned 17, 21, 349, 455, 456, 475, 715 

Meadow  Blnfl;  W.  Va.    Expedition  to,  December  15-81,  1861.     Extimct^ 

<<  JUeord  of  EvemU/*  Department  of  Weetem  ViiKinia,  for  Deoember,  1861 470 

Meagher,  Thomaa  F.    Mentioned 19,720 

MechanioabazgOap,  W.  Va.    AfbOr  at^  Sept.,  1861.    (See  JKomMf,  W.  Fa. 
Dmomi  ea,  /tep<0M6er  23-25, 1861.) 

MecGOkej,  Blbsidge.    Mentioned ••••. 478 

Meem,  Gilbert  a 

Conespondeaoe  with 

A4Jntant  and  Inspector  General'e  Offloe,  (X  8.  A 806 

War  Department,  C.  8 610 

Mentioned 389,390,393,816,817,937,942,1026,1034,1039,1040 

Mehaffey,  CaMn  D.    Mentioned 90 

Melga,M.  C.    Mentioned 46,50,87,91,101,106,747 

Menunlnger,  Ohaxlaa  G.    Mentioned lUtiS 

Meredith,  Solomon.    Report  of  reoanDaiasance  to,  and  action  at,  LewiDBville, 

Va.,  September  11,1861 178 

Mexrlll,  George  8.    Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 581 

MefiiU,  Jeaae.    Mentioned 73 

Meixlll.  William  B.    MeatioDed 24,186 

Meizimao^  U.  B.  Frigate  (C.  B.  8.  Virginia).    Mentioned..  50, 51, 55, 64, 525, 751, 753 

Merritt,  Charlea  M    Mentioned 315 

Merryman  John  D.    Mentioned 458 

Meaaner,  Charlea.    Mentioned W 

MIoMgan  Tkoopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— ^«^m«ff«i ;  1st  {Ugkt),  A,  185, 220,  221,  226, 644,  670. 
Cavalry--/?«y/jiMii«i;  let,  21, 512,  515,  719. 

InfantT7-^«y/meff«i;  let,  17, 385,  749;  2d,  15, 16,  20,  ISO,  414,718;  3d,  15, 
16,  20,  119,  414-416,  503,  504,  718;  4th,  15,  16,  20,  219,  715;  5th,  16,  20, 
414-416,  718;  6th,  17,  40,  428,  624;  7th,  19,  293,  330,  332-334,  &I6,  337, 
714;  16th,  16,  20,  715. 

Mllea,  DiJEonS.    Mentioned 88 

Bfllea,  W.  P.    Correspondenoe  with  James  Longstreet 1001 

Milhau,  John  J.    Mentioned 97 

Miller,  Captain.    Mentioned 464 

Miller,  Irvine.    Mentioned 486 

Miller,  Jamea.    Mentioned 385,386 
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BfflUMr,  L«wls.    Mentioned 414,419 

MOler,  aA. 

Comepondenoe  with  John  B.  Floyd •• 860 

Mentioned 860,861 

BSiUer,  ^^iUiua  R.    Mentioned 105 

BfiUls,  Bemard.    MenUoned 106 

BCIlli,  WilUiuB  H.    MenUoned 960 

BCilroyi  Robert  B. 

Aaaignmente  to  command 001 

Correspondence  with  W.  8.  Boseerans 600 

Mentioned 460,457,461,464,644,001,703 

Report  of  engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.,  December  13, 1861 456 

Miner,  B.K.    Mentioned 70 

BfSnneaota,  U.  8.  Frigate.    Mentioned 47 

BfSnneaota  Tkoapa.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^«y/iiien«i:  lat,  15, 10, 10, 003, 204, 331-337, 607, 508, 585, 503, 503, 
714. 
Mleataatppl  Txoopo.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— A«y/meff«i.-  2d,  070,  085»  1030;  7th,  8B5;  11th,  OTO,  085,  1018, 
1030;  lath,  825,  070,  085,  088,  1020;  13th,  242, 202, 340,  350, 353-358,  362, 
365,  366,  360-371,  825»  070,  085,  037,  1030;  16th,  737,  070,  085,  088,  1030; 
17tfa,  314,  340,  351,  353,  354,  357-371,  825,  070,  085,  087,  1030;  18th,  314, 
340,  351,  353,  354,  367-350, 361, 366-371,  512, 825, 070, 066, 087, 1030 ;  19th, 
242,  070,  085,  088,  1020;  aOth,  848,  001,  096,  006,  1000;  aist;  070, 085^  087, 
093, 1030. 
MItohel,  Ormaby  M. 

Aaeignments  to  command. , 604 

Mentioned 604,605,612 

MItoheU,  A.O.    Mentioned 281 

MItohell,  B.  Zk    Mentioned 414 

BUz,  John. 

Mentioned 204,330,332,333,337 

Report  of  reconnaissance  and  skirmish  on  Leesbnrg  road,  Va.,  October 

21,1861 335 

Mollohan,  W^OUam  H.    Mentioned 460,463,466 

Monitor,  Iron  Clad.    Mentioned 48,51,742,753 


Mentioned 201-204,302 

Reports  of 

Romney,  W.  Va.    Descent  npon,  September  23-25,  1861 207 

South  Branch  Bridge,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at>  October  26, 1861 382 

if  J.    Mentioned 383 

Monroe,  JohnB.    Mentioned 470 

Montague,  Mr.    Mentioned 828 

Montgomery,  J.  T.    Mentioned 026 

Montgomery,  WiUiamR.    Mentioned 17 

Mooney,  Jamea  J.    Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Blnif,  Va.,  Oct.  21, 1861 . .      323 
Moor,  Angnatna. 

Mentioned 138,140,142 

Report  of  engagement  at  Camiflx  Ferry,  Oanley  River,  W.  Vo.,  September 

10,1861 143 

Moore,  Captain.    Mentioned 600 

Moore,  CharlaaD.    Mentioned 505,507,508 

Moore,  Cyma  J.    Mentioned 620 
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Hoora,  XkT.    Mentioned 675 

Moorab  Robert  M.    Mentioned 137 

Moora,T7*B.    Mentioned 4A8,463 

Moorofieia,W.Va.   SkinniBh  at,  Febnuuy  12, 186S.  Baport  of  T.J.  Jackson..      389 

Moorehead,  J.  BC    Mentioned 368 

Morell,  Oeorge  W.    Mentioned 16,  SO,  107, 444, 71S 

Moreyi  Mr.    Mentioned....* ••  41:2 

Moray,  OeorgeA.    Mentioned..* ^ • 409 

Koffgan,  ▲.  8.  M. 

Mentioned 516,580 

Report  of  skinniBh  near  Pohiok  Chnrch,  Va.,  March  5, 1862 519 

BSorgan,0.  8.    Mentioned » 463,466 

MorxiB,  Lieutenant    Mentioned 119 

Morria,  J.  F.    Mentioned 189 

Morrla, Jonathan.    Mentioned..* 412 

Morxi%  Robert.    Mentioned 506 

Morria,  William  W.    Mentioned 550 

Moaea,  laaaa    Mentioned 414,504 

Moahar,  Steward  B.    Mentioned S47 

Moia,  John  W.    Mentioned 185 

Moa%  Joaeph  Z^ 

Mentioned 605,506 

Beport  of  expedition  to  Flint  HUl  and  Hunter's  Mill,  Va.,  Febrnary  7, 1868.     506 

Mott,  Chzla  H.    Mentioned 1068 

Mdtt,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 551 

Mott,  Thaddena  P. 

Mentioned 166-168, 171,216 

Beport  of  reconnaiaeanoe  to,  and  action  at,  LewinsviUe,  Va.,  Sept.  11, 1661.      178 

Muhlenberg,  XL  D.    Mentioned 402 

Mulroy,  John  8.    Mentioned , 137 

Mnnford,  Oeorge  W.    Correspondence  w ith  Heniy  J.  Fisher 914 

Monitioaa  of  War,  Ttanaportatioo,  eta 

Deficiencies  in,  reported  by  Confederate  officials 149, 

161-159,  395, 533,  534,  772,  775,  777-781,  783,  785,787-790, 
796-798,  856,  886, 895,  896,  899, 927, 947, 974. 996, 1096^  1084 
(See  also  TraiutportaUon  Baute$.) 

Deficiencies  in,  reported  by  Union  officials 10,89, 35, 42,67,68,612,615 

Mnnaon'a  Hill,  Va. 

Affair  at,  September  18,  1861.    Reports  of 

6aker,£dward  D 217 

CKane^  Dennis 218 

Wistar,  Isaac  J 218 

Skirmish  at,  Auprast  31, 1861.    Beport  of  George  W.  Taylor 131 

Mnnther,  Frederick  R. 

Correspondence  with  B.  8.  Alexander 65 

Mentioned 65 

Mnrphy,  O.  W.    Correspondence  with  Virginia,  GoTemor  of. 880 

Murphy,  John.    Mentioned ;i36 

Murphy,  John  X.    Mentioned 400 

Murphy,  John  McLeod.    Mentioned 24 

Murphy,  Peter  M.    Mentioned 894,336 

Murphy,  William  R.    Mentioned ..       28 

Murray,  Mojor.    Mentioned 180 

Murray,  Jbhn.    Beport  of  capture  of  Union  foraging  party  at  Doolan's  Farm, 
Ya.,November  16, 1861 438 
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Mnzmy, WflUam O.    Mentioned.* 403 

Mnny,  BCartlii.    Mentioned 547 

MuigniT9,  Ftivate.    Mentioned 463, 466 

Myer,  Albert  J. 

Correepondence  with  War  Department^  U.  S 660 

Mentioned 31,69-73,575.579 

Beport  of  the  Signal  Service  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomao  firom  Anguet  I4i 

1861,  to  March  23, 1862 69 

My«ni»  Abraham  O.    Mentioned 872,876,992,1068 

(For  correnpondence,  etc.,  see  OMarfsraMfter-GmdraTt  Office^  C.  8.  A,) 

Myen»  Benjamin  H.    Mentioned 458 

Myora^  Haniaon.    Mentioned 222 

Myera,J.B.    Mentioned 523 

Myer%  J.  EL    Mentioned 1011 

Myera,aB.    Mentioned 201-203,206,209,210,523 

Kaglae,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 20 

Havy  Department,  T7.  8.    Correspondence  with 

A^jntant-GeneraPs  Office,  U.  S.  A 751 

McClellan,  OeorgeB ^ 47,753 

War  Department,  U.  8 573,752,757 

Healea,  Steamer.    Mentioned 765 

Keff,  J.  O.    Mentioned 523 

Negley,  Jamea  8.    Conespondence  with  War  Department,  U.  S 621 

Neill,  John.    Mentioned 107 

KeilaoD,  J.  Crawford.    Coneepondence  with  John  A.  Dix 632 

Newell,  John  H.    Correspondence  with  JeffenonDavia.... 820 

Hew  Hampabire  Troopa.    Mentioned. 
Artillery— ffofter/ae.'  A  cOcrriaib's),  21. 
Infantry— /7«y/iiie/r«9:  2d,  15, 17,  20,  716;  4tb,  17;  5th,  19,  385,  386,  720. 

Heiir  Jeraey.    Militaiy  departments  embracing 712 

"tt^w  Jeraey  Troopa.    MentioDed. 

Artillery— Sa«r9r/««  {Independeniy.  lat  {HexafMi'B),  16, 21;  2d  (Deam't),  20, 

470. 
Cavalry— /^i^/msAfs;  1st,  16,  22,  470-472,  718. 

Infantry— ^i^/maffto :  1st,  15,  16,  21,  V36,  537-540,  544,  545,  719 ;  2d,  15, 16, 
21,  238,  537,  540,  542,  544,  719;  3d,  15,  16,  21,  121,  122,  537,  541-544,  547, 
54d,  719;  4th,  16,  21,  539,  541,  543-545,  719;  5th,  17,  20,  387,  669,  716: 
6tli,  17,  20,  387,  669,  716,  756;  7th,  17,  20,  387,  669,  716;  8th,  17,  20,  387, 
669,  716;  9th,  717;  10th,  22. 

Hewland,  Aboer  Zk    Mentioned 458 

Hewlin,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 217,219 

Hew  River,  W.  Va. 

Sketches  of  Junction  with  Ganley  River,  W.  Va 125,274 

Skirmlehes  on,  Oct.  19-21,  1861.    (See  Sunmarif  of  Prwiipal  EventSf  p.  250.) 
Hewton,  John. 

Mentioned 16,21,237,454,684,719 

Report  of  ekinnish  at  Annandale,  Va.,  December  2, 1861 454 

Hevr  York  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— Sa«»r/a«  (Independent):  lat, 20;  2d,  17;  3d,  15,  17,  20,168,171, 
175,178,215,216;  4th,  20;  6th.'  15,  1(5.  20.193.240,242.244.246.29:5,295, 
308.312,320-322,673;  7th,  20;  8th.20;  9th,61;  16th, 61.  {Mitoellaneawi): 
HamUton's,  17. 61.  Battaft'ona :  lat,  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  19 ;  2^,  A,  19.  61 : 
B,  21,  61.  Regimenta  ( Light) :  lat,  A,  20 ;  B,  19 ;  C.  61 ;  D,  20 ;  E,  20 ;  F, 
21;  Q,  19 ;  H,  20 ;  K,  01 ;  L,  22 ;  M,  21.    (geary)  ;  2d,  22 ;  4th,  22. 

*  Sometimes  called  9th  Buttery  (9th  N.  Y.  S.  M.) 
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Kew  Tork  Troops.    Mentioned — Continaed. 

Cavalry— C!0/i9pa/i/M  {Indefiendent) :  Onalda,  15,  81.  R§gim9ni9:  lat;  16, 
16,21,113,  114,  413,414,417-421,  44$M51,  453,  454,  537,  542,  544,546,  54ti, 
719;  2d,  16,  21,  708,  718;  3cl  15,  16,  293,  2iM,330,333,  335-337,714;  4th, 
17, 21, 452, 453,  716 ;  5th,  21, 82 ;  6th,  10, 22 ;  8tb,  21 ;  lOtfa,  83;  Uth.  22. 
"Engineen—RBgimenta:  15th,  15,  16,  19,24;  50th,  16,19,24. 
Jnfuntrs-^RBffiments :  3d,  17,22, 194,556,  566,  570,  571 ;  4th,  16, 17,  22,  556, 
570,  571;  5t!i,  14,17,19,423,430,  435,  55(>,  559,  566,  571;  8th,  15,17,716; 
10th,  14;  12%  15,16,20;  13th,  15,16,20,715;  14th,  20,715;  16th,  15, 
16.21,719;  17th,  15, 16, 20, 715;  18th,  15, 10, 21, 719 ;  19th,  16, 719;  2lBt; 
15,16,21,708,718;  22d,  15,16,21,703,718;  23d,  15, 16,  21,708.718;  24th, 
15,  16,21,437,438,708,718;  25th,  15,1(>,  20,21,708,715;  26th,  15,16,  22; 
27th,  15,  16,  21,  719;  28th,  16,  22,  565, 574,  719,  757 ;  29th,  15,  17,  716; 
30th,  15,16,21,  437-410,  708,718;  31st  15,16,21,450,  494,495,  719;  32d. 
15,10,21,455,710;  33d,  15,17,20,  216,717  ;  34th,  15,  16,19,  199,  331,  333; 
334,336.5(17,579;  35th,  15,16,718;  36th,  15,16,20,718;  37th,  15-17,  20, 
22,  414-416,  718 ;  38th,  16,  20,  718 ;  39th,  15,  17,  716;  40th,  16,  20,  718 ; 
41at,  15,  16,716;  42d,  15,  16,  19,  291,  293.295,297,  Sas,  310-312,  314-317, 
319-327,  371,  5G0,  568,  5S3, 714 ;  43d,  17,  20,  509,  716 ;  44th.  20,  540. 715 ; 
45th,  452-455.  716;  49th,  17,  20,  717;  52d,  19.  720;  54th,  716;  55tb^ 
17,  20,  718;  56th,  20,  717;  57th.  19,  551,  720;  58th,  716;  59th,  22,  717; 
6lBt,  19,82,720;  62d,  17,20,718;  63d,  19,  7:0;  64th.  19, 542, 717 ;  65th. 
17,^^0. 169,  171, 174;  66tb.  19,  720;  67th,  20,93,  718;  68th,  17,716;  69th, 
19.720;  70tb,  17,20,716;  71at,  17,  20,716;  72d,  17,20,372,  710;  73d,  17, 
20,  409,  716;  74th,  17.20,  40JM11.  610,716;  76Ul,  22;  77th,  17,  20,  717; 
79th,  17,  1G5,  168-172,  174-177,  2in,  561 ;  80th,*  15,  708,  718;  81st,  20; 
82d,  15, 16, 19,  nsi,  333, 3:{6, 560, 56.S,  714 ;  83d.  16,  22,  569,  719.  757 ;  84th, 
15.16,  21,  441-443,  706,  718;  85t!i,  20,717;  86th,  22,717;  87th.  20,  717; 
88th,  19,  720;  91st,  22;  92d,  20;  93d, 20;  94th,  22;  95th,  22;  96th, 
20;  97th,  ^;  98th.  20;  100th,  20;  101st, 22;  104th.  22. 

Kiohols,  Alpho:isa    Mentioned 838 

Nicholson,  B.  T.    Mentioned 3G6 

Niell,  Captain.    Mentioned 192 

Nilea,  Alsnson  B.    Mentioned 475,480,482 

Nixon,  O.  F.  ▲.    Mentioned 379 

North,  Nathaniel  Oresn.    Mentioned 241,212 

Northampton  County,  Va.    Expedition  throngli,  November  14-22, 1861.   (See 

VirginUf  Eastern  S)tore.) 
North  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— /?af/or/ej;  Reilly's,  530,  1030. 
Cavalry— ^e^i/nenfs;  1st,  445-447,  490,  493,  503,  909,  910,  1030. 
Infantry— ^e^/Vne/ifs ;  1st,  1031 ;  2d,  1031 ;  3d,  1031 ;  4th,  1030 ;  5th.  825, 
1029;  6th,  972,  1030;  11th,  773,  825;  12th,  851;  13th,  737;  14th,  808; 
16th,  533-536,  954,  1030;  21st,  1030;  22d,  1013,  1031 ;  23d.  737,  1029. 
Northeastern  Virginia,  Department  of.    (Union.)    Merged  into  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Potomac 567 

Northern  Virginia,  Army  of.    (Confederate.) 

Address  of  Joseph  £.  Johnston  to  soldiers  of 1060 

ConncUofWnratCLntreville,  October  1,  1861 SSI 

Operations  of,  general.    Communications  from 

Beanreganl,  Q.  T 778,990 

Davis,  Jefferson 833, 1063,  ICTl 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 881,1056,1060,1062,10^1 

*  AIM  tailed  20th  K.  Y.  8.  H. 
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HorUiani  Vlrgliiia,  Anny  oL    (Confederate.) — CoDtinued. 

Oidersy  GenerAl,  aeriee  1861 :  No.  19, 181 ;  No.  31, 881 ;  No.  47, 348.  Series 
1862 :  No.  17,  1063;  No.  81, 1060 ;  No.  28, 1061.  First  CorxMi,  series  1861 : 
No.  8,  905;  No.  64,  348.  Aqola  Distriet,  series  1861:  No.  27,  532. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1861 :  No.  401,  889;  No.  419,  893;  No.  462,  922;  No. 
486,  936;  No.  490,  939;  No.  491,  939 ;  No.  500,  944;  No.  540,  967 ;  No.  565, 
981;  No.  566,  981;  Series  1882:  No.  13, 1027;  No.  48,  1074;  No.  49,  1075; 
No.  56, 1078 ;  No.  63, 1085 ;  No.  67, 10H9 ;  No.  70, 1091.  Pint  Corps,  aeries 
1861:  No.  442,  897;  No.480,935;  No.484,936;  No.  489,  945;  No. 505, 969; 
Ko.  513,  973.  Aqula  Distriot,  series  1861:  No.  129,  851 ;  No.  177,  952; 
No.  903, 1086. 
Organisation  ofl 

Commonications  from 

A4)otant  and  Inspector  General's  OiBce,  C.  S.  A 770, 

772, 773, 826, 847, 897, 910, 940, 954, 962. 963, 1003, 1060 

Beanregard,  G.  T 882.890,921,1002 

Blair,  W.B 898 

Davis,  JeffiBXson 784, 

796. 829, 833, 850, 893, 903, 906, 918. 920, 944, 945, 1077, 1089 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 1081 

Harvie,  E.  J 980 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 10<;7 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 777, 

789, 790, 797, 834. 881.  dOl.  909, 922, 934, 940,  951,  953, 960, 9&j,  993, 
1014, 1015,  1028,  1035, 1050, 1058, 1064,  1068, 1074, 1075, 1086, 1090 

Loe,BobertE 790 

Longstreet,  James 1001 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 768,7:^5 

Snhsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 835 

Van  Dom,  Earl 934 

War  Department,  C.  S 830, 

832,  833,  847,  8n,  883.  892,  H96,  904,  905,  909,  914,  926,  930,  940,  941, 
963,  964.  962,  987,  lOU,  1012,  1020,  1023,  1043,  1048,  1049,  1066,  1073, 

Orders,  returns,  etc 825.881,913.914,960,961,1029-1032,1061,1062 

Becruitment  and  reorganization  ol    Communications  from 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1036,1057,1058,1064 

War  Department,  C.  8 1023,1045,1049,1059 

Strength  of.    Betums  of 

Angust31, 1861 824 

September  30, 1861 884 

October  31, 1861 932,933 

November30,  1861 974 

December  31, 1861 1015 

January  22, 1862 1040 

February  28, 1862 1086 

Horthem  VlrginiA,  Department  of.   (Confederate.) 

Constituted  and  limits  defined 913 

Johnston,  Joseph  E,  assigned  to  command 913 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862 :  No.  76, 1097. 
Subdivisions  of. 
Aquia  District. 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H.    Assigned  to  command 913 

Potomac  District. 

Beauregard,  G.  T.    Assigned  to  command 913 


1164  INDEX. 


Northern  VJrgliiii,  DapartoMnt  o£    (Confederate. )— Continiied. 
SnbdiviBions  ot. 
Valley  District. 

Jackson,  ThomM  J.    Assigned  to  command • 913;9S5 

Location  of  Confederate  troops  in •••• IQM 

(See  ArmfmfNwrtkem  Fttyiaio.) 
Northrpp^  Lndtos  B.    Mentioned 789,851,871,1061,1064 

(For  corxeepondence,  eto.,  see  SubtUkmm  Ikg^tartmeKt^  C,  8,) 

Northninberland  Coonty,  Va.    Meeting  of  oitisens  of  •••• •••  .•••..  ...•     910 

Northweat^  Anny  of  tha.    (Confederate.) 

Merged  into  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  Western  Department.  10G6-1068 
Orders,  General,  series  1861 :  No.  11,  236. 
Orders,  Special,  seiiee  1861 :  No.  56,  968. 

Betnms  of  strength  of,  October  31, 1861 933 

Nor^ell,  John  BC    Mentioaed • •     415 

lfQCk61%  John.    Mentioned •....  •.— •      468 

Nngent,  John.    Mentioned 547 

O'Belme,  Jamea  R.    Mentioned ••••....••.••.••.      416 

O'Brien,  Fits  Jamea.    Mentioned 406 

O'Brien,  John.    Mentioned 414,419 

O'Brien,  Moaes. 

Mentioned SM 

Bepprt  of  skirmish  at  BoUyat  Heights,  W.  Va.,  October  16, 1861 846 

Ooooqnan  River,  Va.    Beconnaissaaces  toward 
October  18, 1861.    Reports  of 

Heintzelman,  S.  P 819 

Richardson,  Israel  B 819 

November  12, 1861.    (See  PoMek  Ckwrek,  To.) 
Ooooqnan  Village,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  Febroary  3,  1862.    Report  of 

Stephen G.  Champlin • ..^      503 

O'Connor,  DanieL    Mentioned 136 

O'Farrell,  John. 

Mentioned 505-507 

Report  o^  expedition  to  Flint  Hill  and  Hunter's  Mill,  Va.,  Febmazy  7, 18G2.      506 

0*Hagan,  Charlea  J.    Mentioned 446,447 

O'Higgine,  William  T.    Mentioned 137 

Ohio.    Military  departments  embracing 604 

Ohio,  Department  of. 

Mitohel,  O.  M.,  assigned  to  command ••.......•      604 

Orders.    General.   Army  of  Occnpation,  W.  Va.,  series  1861:  Na  7,  658. 
Orders.    Special,  No.  89,  586.    (See  also  WtKiem  Fiiyteia,  DtpartmmU  of,) 
Ohio  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— Scfter/M  {InOapmidtmf) :  lat,  130, 133-135, 139, 141-143, 146,  861- 

263, 268, 586.    fiBgimwiU  (Light) :  lat,  A,  L,  82. 
Cavalry— CoiR/Mt/i/es  (Indypmdmt) :  3d,  269.    RBgimiiH:  lat  (GMijNMlit  A^ 

andC*),  146,220,644. 
Infantry— /?i9/Vi»«r«i;  3d,  185,  189,  644,  663;  4th,  22,  379,404;  5th,  82,  404, 
4a'),636;  6th,  185,644,663;  7th,  22,118,255,258,278,879.404;  8th,l»,379, 
404;  9th,  130,  131,134,141-144, 146,  586,669;  10th,  130, 133-137,  139,146, 
259, 278, 586, 630, 660 ;  11th,  256,  272, 273 ;  12th,  130, 133-135, 137, 138-140, 
142, 146,278,  283,  566;  13th,  130,  133-135, 138-144,  146,  278, 279,  281, 283- 
285,  586,630,669;  17th,t  2l8t,t22d,t  552;  23d,  130,140,  142-146,586; 
24th,  185,187,  190,191,220,  223,644,663;  25th,  185, 187,190,220,222,223, 

*  Bid  not  Join  regiment  nntil  Jaanary,  1885.  f  ThrM-numtlM*  orgnnlsntioa. 
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Factb 
OUo  TkcKipfc    Mentioned — Continued. 

Infantry— Ae^/mM«9 :  25th  (continued),  457,  458,  496^496,  636,  644;  26th, 

280;  28th,  190,  138,  140-144,  146,  586,  670;  29th,  ^;  30th,  145,  586, 

636;  32d,  220,  457,  458,  644;  34th,  636,  663,  670;  36th,  470,  670;  37th, 

855,  259,  278,  281,  284,  501-503,  636,  670;  44th,  255,  279,  281,  636,  670; 

47th,  130,  134,  141,  142,  144,  586,  636,  670;  62d,  66th,  67th,  22. 

CKaam,  Dennis.    Report  of  •Salt  at  Mnnaon's  Hill,  Va.,  September  28, 1861..      218 

O'Kell,  WUUam.    Mentioned 411 

Oliver,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 166,167 

O'Meara,  Timothy  H.    Mentioned 316,322,323,325 

O'HeU,  MIohael.    Mentioned 547 

Opie,  Thomas.    Mentioned 467 

Ord,  B.  O.  C. 

Correspondence  with  George  A.  McCall 480 

Mentioned 21,66,93,97,455,474-477,484,715 

Bepoft  of  engagement  at  Dranesville,  Ya.,  December  20, 1861 477 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  B.  A.    Correspondence  with  War  Dep't,  C.  S 832 

Orleans,  Iionis  Philippe  d*.    Mentioned 23 

Orleans,  Robert  d'.    Mentioned 23,505,506,650 

Orr,  Captain.    Mentioned 351 

Oabom,  Charles.    Mentioned 489 

Otto,  Onstav.    Mentioned 414 

Owen,  Benjamin  O.    Mentioned ^ 242 

Ovren,  Riohard. 

Mentioned 186 

Report  of  operations  in  Cheat  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  September  11-17, 1861..  •      188 

Oiprena,  JameaD.    Mentioned 496,496 

Paine,  Halbert  B.    Correepondencewith  John  A.Dix 641 

Paine,  ^Villiam  C.    Mentioned 684 

Painter,  William.    Mentioned 479 

Palfrey,  FTedexick  W. 

Mentioned 306,307,330 

^Report  of  engagement  at  BalUs  Bln£f,  Va.,  October  21, 1861 ,      317 

Palmer,  Innia  N.    Mentioned |M),107 

Parham,  WiUiam  H.    Mentioned 235 

Parisen,  Philip  J.    Mentioned 551 

Pamell,  William  R.    Mentioned 452 

Paxrish,  Robert  A.,  jr.    Mentioned 219,220 

Parsons,  Isaac.    Mentioned , 206, 1092 

Patrick,  John.    Mentioned.. 332 

Patrick,  M.  R.    Mentioned 21,30,752 

Patrick,  William.    Mentioned 183 

Pattee,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 485 

Patterson,  Robert.    Mentioned 106, 

Pauley,  Daniel  W.    Mentioned ll 

Pazton,  B.  F.    Mentioned 392 

PasEtcn,  J.  O. 

Correspondence  with  A4jntant  and  Inspector  Oenerars  Office,  C.  S.  A..  978,992 

Mentioned » 992 

Payne,  TTxlah.    Mentioned • 412 

Peatzoss,R.  O.    Mentioned 1032 

Peck,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  Charles  8.  Tripler 720 

Mentioned 17,20,714,718 
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Pegnmii  William  J.    MentioDed US 

Pelxpolnt,  Francis  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Lincoln,  Abraham 674 

Roaeoraiis,  W.  8 615,639 

War  Department,  U.  S 590,691 

Mentioned 557,674 

Pendleton,  A.  B.    Mentioned 394 

Pendleton,  W.  B.    Mentioned 233 

Pendleton,  William  N.    Mentioned 830, 932, 1031, 1091 

Peninsular  Campaign.    Preliminary  operations.    Commnnloations  from 

A<Untant-General'B  Office,  U.  8.  A 731 

Bonks,  K.P 750 

Dahlgren,  John  A 760 

Heiss,  W.  H 764 

Lincoln,  Abraham 58 

McClellan,  George  B 739-743, 74H,  749, 751. 758, 754, 755,758 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 758,753,757 

Snmner,  E.  V 762,763 

War  Department,  U.  8 09,739, 741, 747, 750, 758,754, 756, 757 

Wool,  John  £ 749,733 

(See  Virpinia.    Withdrawal  of  Confederate  foron,  Mardi  7-9,  IdOS.) 

PenosylTania.    Military  departments  embracing 719 

Pennayivania,  Department  of. 

Affaimiii,  generally.    Commnnications  from  J.  A.  Dix..556,558, 562, 565, 569,654 

Merged  into  the  Department  of  the  Potomac 567 

PennsylTania  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

ArtiUery— SaftSf/M  {Indtpendmt)i  C,*  21;  D,  SI;  B,  21;  F,*  21.  /?i^ 
menu  {Ught) :  lat.  A,  17,  21, 455,  473-475,  477,  480,  482,  AM,  485,  487-4^9, 
715,719;  B,  17,21,715;  C,  20;  D,  16,20;  B,  17,20,216,715;  P,  16,  20,21, 
400,522;  O,  17,21,  448,455,715;  H,  16.  {Heary):  2d,t  L,  BC,  22. 
CaYalry— ^ofta//oiis;  Ringeoldt  81,  379,  3^,  404.  CompcmtM:  Reading 
City  Guard,  17;  Bicharda',  486,  489, 041 ;  Waahington,  220,  404.  Rofff- 
monta:  lat,  17,21,  77,81,92,  448,  449,  455,  474,  476-481,  4H5,  489,  715;  2d, 
22;  3d,  16,  19,  169,  216,  443^445,  447,  548,  715;  4th,  15,  22;  5th,  17,  504- 
510,  717;  6th,  19;  8tb,  16,  19,  548,  549,715;  11th,  15,385,386. 
Inftkniry—Regfmwits.'t  1st,  17,21,  556,  570,  572,  715;  2d,  17;  21,  715;  3d, 
17.  21,  715;  4th,  17,21.566,566,572.715;  5th,  17,21,715,  6th,  17,  21.127, 
474,  475,  478,  482,  483,  485,489.715;  7th,  8th,  17,  21,127,715;  9  h,  17,21, 
474,475,476,478,479,  482-485,489,715;  10th,  17,  21,  92,  474,  478,  479,483- 
486,499,715;  Uth,  17,  21,22,  516,  715;  12th,  17,21, 4^74, 478, 4»3-485, 487- 
489,715;  13th, 21, 92, 228, 473, 474, 477-485, 487, 4^9, 715;  18th, ^  559;  23d, 
16,20,718;  26th,  15,17,20,  28,716;  27th,  l.\17,452,716;  28tli,  16,  21,98, 
197-199,214,215.239-242,  246,  472,473,  511-617,  549,  568,  56^574,  584,600, 
651.719,757;  29th,  16,  88,  399,  400,  719,  757;  30th,|  16,331,332,336,337, 
719;  3lBt,l7,90,718;32d,  16;33d,16;35th,17,  98,495,716;  36th,  385; 
40th,  17, 716 ;  45th,  16,  385, 38ii ;  46th,  16, 88, 581, 588, 694, 719, 757 ;  47th, 
17,  717 ;  49th,  17,  80,  716;  52d,  20,  717;  53d,  19,  720;  54th.  22,  719; 
56th,  22;  57th,  20;  58th,  749;  6l8t,  10,  20,  718;  62d,  20.  84,  572,  n5; 
63d,  16,  20,  518-580,  718;  69th,  16,  19,  28,  816,  818,  714:  71at,  16, 19,  88, 

*  Also  called  Hampton's  unci  Thompaon*a  Batteries,  Mwylud  ▲rtlllefy. 

t  At  date  mentioned  were  Indvpendent  batteries. 

1 1st  te  13th,  InolnaiTe,  designated  ^'Beserret." 

$  Militia 

li  Designation  changed  to  Mth  Inliuitry,  Janoafy,  ISO, 
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Peiiiis7hruiia  Troopc    Mentioned — Continned. 

luiiuitTy— ^«yMi«ff«9  ;  71at  (oontinned),  216-21^  291 ,  308, 314, 396, 327,  714 ; 
72d,  16^  19,  22,  218,  714;  73d,  71G;  81st,  19,  720;  83d,  16,  20,  715; 
B^tb,  22,  402;  85th, 20, 717;  87tll.  22;  88tli,  17,  22;  91at,  22;  93d,  20. 
718;  95tli,  21;  96th,  21,  719;  98th«,  17,  20,  93,  718;  99th,  22,  718; 
100th,  17;  lOlirt;  20;  102d,t  17,  20,  718;  103d,  20;  104th,  20,  717; 
105th,  20,  470,  471,  718;  106th,  19,  714;  107th,  22;  110th,  111th, 
Uath,  22;  114th,  22,  515. 

Pennybnoker,  D.  D.    Mentioned 210 

Penjoae,  William  M. 

Mentioned 474,475,478 

Report  of  engagement  at  Draneeville,  Y a.,  December  20, 1861 482 

Panaaoola.  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 606,1032,1033 

Perldna,  D.  D. 

Conespondenoe  with  Nathaniel  P.  Banks 705,760 

Mentioned 705 

Peiry,  George  B.    Mentioned 317,320 

Patara,  Mr.    Mentioned 369 

Patera,  William  B. 
Coxrespondenoe  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1045 

.Howe,W.  H 1024 

War  Department,  C.  8 1024 

Mentioned 148 

Beport  of  skirmish  at  the  month  of  the  Bine  Stone,  W.  Va.,  Feb.  8, 1862.. .      509 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  also  John  B,  Floyd,) 
Peteraburg,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  12, 1861.    (See  Summary  of  Prii^ 
^pal  Eventa,  p.  2.) 

Pettlgrew,  J.J.    Mentioned 1106 

Peytona,  W.  Va.   Skirmish  near,  September  12,  1881.    (See  Summarif  of  iVtod- 
pnl  EveHUf  p.  2.) 

Pforaohing,  Ch.    Mentioned 89, 100 

Phelpa,  R.  Z.    Mentioned 515 

Phelps,  S.  Xfc    Mentioned 668 

Philadelphia,  Propeller.    Mentioned 667 

Phillulok,  Chaae.    Mentioned 293,294,299,308,309 

Philipa,  J.  R    Mentioned 463 

Piatt,  DomL    Mentioned 976 

Picket,  Private.    Mentioned 204 

Plolcett,  Oeorge  B. 

Assignments  to  command 877, 1085 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gtonerol's  Office,  C.  S.  A 927,994 

Holmes,  Tbeophilns  H 991 

Mentioned BH,  911, 923, 1006, 1085 

Pieroe,  JohnW.    Mentioned 508 

Plexoe,aC.    Mentioned 294,330,331,336 

Pieraon,  Charlea  L.    Mentioned 317,320 

Piggof  a  Mill,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Angnst  25, 1861. 
Commantcations  fh>m 

Henningsen,  C.  F 116 

Bichardson,  J.  H 116 

Beport  of  Henry  A.  Wise 115 

*  Orl|{liiony  known  as  list  Penni^lvsiiiii. 
t  OiiglnsUy  known  m  Ufek  PenstylTuiis. 
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Pinkerton,  Allan. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellon 736,7(t3 

Mentioned ^ 58,193 

Rei>ort  of  aireat  of  members  of  the  Maryland  Legislatnre — .      196 

Pinto,  Franois  XL    Mentioned 453^155 

Pitta,  Judge.    Mentioned 436 

Pitta,  Charlea  H.    Mentioned 194,196 

Pitaer,  A.L.    Mentioned 490,491,493 

Planky,  Bdward.    Mentioned 496 

Pleaaanton,  Alfred.    Mentioned 30 

Poe,  Orlando  M. 

Mentioned «-. 168,171,173 

Bep<>rt  of  reconnaissanoe  to^  and  skirmish  at,  Lewinsville,  Va.,  September 

11,1861 M 

PoAick  CliQXoh,  Va. 

Expedition  to,  October  3, 1861. 
Communications  from 

Johniiton,  Joseph  E 889 

Slocnm,  Henry  W 837 

War  Department,  C.  S 88d 

Beport  of  Henry  W.  81oomn 836 

Beconnaissances  to. 
Noyember  12, 1861. 

Communications  from 

Heintzelman,  8.  P 419 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 949 

Sedgwick,  John •••..••..     416 

Beportsof 

Berry,  Hiram  G 417 

Ennis,  John 480 

Hayman,  Samuel  B 416 

Heintzelman,  Samuel  P 413 

Hendrick,  Frederick 417 

Bichardson,  Israel  B 414 

Terry,  Henry  D 415 

Todd,  Henry  B 419 

December  18, 1861. 

Communications  fh>m  8.  P.  Heintzelman •• 471,478 

Beportsof 

Fowler,  Jahn  P 471 

McKnight,  Amor  A 470,471 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

August  18, 1861.    Beports  of 

Boyd,  William  H 113 

Franklin,  William  B 113 

March  5,  1862. 

Communications  fh>m  S.  P.  Heintzelman S0O 

Beportsof 

Hays,  Alexander 518 

Morgan,  A.  8.  M 519 

Pohiok  Ron,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Jaouary  9, 1868.    (See  Smumarg  of  FHndpai 
Events,  p.  4.) 

Point  Mountain  Tnmpik«i  W.  Va.    Skirmishes  at,  September,  1861.    (See 
Weti  Virginia.    OperaiUm$  Cheat  Jfotmtoin  rtglon.) 
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Point  of  Rockflt  Md.    Skirmishes  at. 

Angnst  5,  1861.    (See  Summary  of  Prin^pal  Events,  p.  1.) 

SeptemMr  24, 1861.    Report  of  John  W.  Geary 214 

Decemher  19, 1861.    Beportof  Gahriel  De  Korponay 472 

Pollgnao,  C.  J.    Mentioned 877 

Pope,  John.    Mentioned 27,65 

Porter,  Andrew. 

Correspundenee  with  George  B.  MoClellan 341,661,574 

Mentioned 12,16,30.168,660 

Porter,  ▲.  Parker.    Mentioned 28 

Porter,  Fits  John. 

Correspondence  with 

AverelI,W.  W 445 

McGleUan,  George  B .^ 445 

Mentioned ....  12, 14, 16, 18, 19, 23, 32, 86, 92, 439, 443, 445, 650, 715, 732, 743, 755, 1007 
Poeohner,  Frederick. 

Mentioned 670 

Report  of  engagement  at  Camifix  Ferry,  Qaaley  River,  W.  Ya.,  September 

10,1861 144 

Poaey,  Mr.    Mentioned 372,374,384,385,630,632 

Poet-Offloe  Department,  U.  8.    Coxreapondenoe  with  John  A.  Dix 660 

Potomac,  Army  of  the.    (Confederate.)    (See  Xarikem  Virginia,  Army  of») 
Potomac,  Army  of  the.    ( Union. ) 

Ciicnhtts.    December  16,  l«(il 52 

ConncU  of  War,  October  1,  1861 884 

Orders,  General,  series  1861:  No.  1,  575;  No.  4,  564;  No.  9,  94;  No.  18,  611; 
No.  19,  611 ;  No.  20,  93 ;  No.  31, 291 ;  No.  32, 291 ;  No.  45,  654 ;  No.  56, 688 ; 
Ko.  63,  477.  Series  1802:  No.  72,  52;  No.  151, 18.  Stones  series  1861: 
No.  1,  559;  No.  24,  316;  No.  33,  685.  Banka,  series  1862:  No.  26,  747. 
Bedgwlok  series  1862;  No.  30,  750. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1861 :  No.  115, 626;  No.  161, 668 ;  No.  170, 451.  StonOi 
series  1861:  No. —,  October 20, 299.  Banka,  series  1862 :  No.3,694;  No. 
52,735;  No.  57,  740. 
Organixation  of. 

Commnnications  from 

Alexander,  B.  S 017 

Barnard,  J.  G 667 

Barry,  William  F 579,580 

Hunt,  Henry  J 691 

McClellan,  George  B 168,561,572,574,584,585,587,596,601,616,619 

McDowell,  Irvin 708 

Tripler,  Charles  S 664 

War  Department,  U.S 621 

Reports  of 

Barry,  William  F 66 

McClellan,  George  B 5 

Myer,  A.  J «.        69 

Tripler,  Charles  S 76 

Itetnms,  etc. 

Angnst  4, 1861 15 

October  15, 1861 16-17 

March  14, 1862.    Banks' oommand 757 

Mmrch,  1862  (Corps). ..«■..■••••••••  •.*«..•  •••.•«« ««•-••«  ■  1 1 . ■  j  .•••  ••»«        IB 

74  B  E— VOL  V 
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Potomao,  Anny  of  tbo.    (Union.)— Continued. 
Sanitary  condition  of. 
CommnnicationB  fh>m 

Keeney,  Charles  C 656 

McClellan,  George  B £98 

Peck,  John  J 7» 

Tripler,  Charles  8 657,664,713 

Betnmsof 714-nO 

(See  also  CommtmieatUnu  tmd  Bepori9-~Orffiutig€Mom  af.) 
Strength  of.    Retnms  of. 

October  15, 1861 M 

November  12,  1861 CM 

December  1,  1881-Maroh  1, 1868 12 

February  28,  1862 738 

April  30,1862 • U 

JuneSO,  1862 13 

July  10,  1862 13 

Transportation,  means  of  water.    Beports  of 

Barnard,  J.  G 667 

Tucker,  John 46 

Troops  of.    Statements  of 

Arm  of  service 711 

Betained  for  defense  of  line  of  the  Potomac,  in  March  and  April,  1862..  91, 2S 

Sent  to  the  Peninsula  in  March  and  April,  186B 19,20 

Potomao,  Department  of  the.    (Union.) 

Constituted  and  limits  defined 567 

Limits  extended. 718 

McClellan,  (ileorge  B.,  assigned  to  and  assumes  oommand..... 567,575 

Potomao,  Distziot.    (Confederate.)    (See  Nartk$m  Vir^ida,  Dtpartmmt  o/.) 
Potomao  Creek,  Va.   Engagement  between  batteries  at  month  of,  and  U.  8. 
Steamers  Release  and  Yankee,  August  23, 1861.    Report  of  R.  M.  Cary 114 

Potomao  River,  Lower. 

Affairs  generally.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gkineral's  Office,  C.  S.  A 9S7 

Dnunington,  C.  W.  C 998 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 9S 

Smith,  R.M 999 

Confederate  batteries.    Erection  on,  armament,  etc.    Communications  fhmi 

Ac^ntant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A 801,  SS7, 835, 846, 969 

Beauregard,  G.  T 967 

Davis,  Jeffen»on 829,833,963 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 898,893 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 797,885,944,949,965 

Smith,  G.W 968 

Trimble,  I.  R, 853,883,999 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 966,957 

Flotilla,  for  operations  on,  snggested  by  McClellan 36^586 

Operations  on.    Communications  from 

A^ntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 809, 

827,834,969,962,963,967,971 

Barnard,  J.  G 606 

Beale,  R.  L.  T 973,990 

Beauregard,  a  T 960,1019 

Cowdin,  Robert 590,591,595,597,601,602,605 
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Potomao  Bivor,  Ziower— Contixined. 
Operations  on.    Commonioationa  ihna 

Dahlgren,  John  A — 7S0 

DaTia,  Jeffexaon 1109 

Dwight,  WiUiam 596,586 

Fz«nc]i,8.G 469,1018,1032 

Hampton,  Wada 986,1003 

Holmea,  TheophUna  H 963,973,998,903,1013,1018,1035 

Hooker,  Joseph 589,597,600, 

631,  633,  635,  636,  638,  640.  648,  645,646,648,638,653,663,673,675,686, 

687,  690,  695, 697,  698,  709,  728-784,  786,  731, 735, 743,744,763-756, 761 

Johnston,  J.  E .  847, 913, 948, 949, 955, 958, 970, 971, 988, 985, 986, 1014, 1069, 1079 

McClellan,  George  B 47,635,788 

Nayy  Department,  U.  8 573 

Piokett,  George  £ 991,994 

Siokles,  Daniel  £ 609 

Smith,  G.W 963,958 

Speneer,       B 765 

War  Department,  C.  8 996^997,1080,1083,1071 

War  Department,  U.  8 b7'S 

Wells,  GeoigeD 648 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 966,967,961,970,971 

Wigfidl,  Loais  T 888 

Williamson,  R.  8 625,689 

Wyman,  B.  H. 667,608,707,759 

(See  also 

BuddP$  Ftrr^,  Md,    AffaU'i  wrmnd,  Ootober  23-97, 1861,  and  Mrwd$k 

ffsor,  October  88, 1861. 
Fnettome  PaitUf  To.    Engagement  at,  S^tember  85, 1861. 
£oe'«  Haute,  Va.    Affair  at,  Januarg  89, 1868. 
LewU  Chapel,  Va,    Affair  at,  Februarg  24,  18G8. 
Magruder^B  Ferry,  Va.    SHrmUk  at,  Septemier  16, 1861. 
Marglamd,  Lower,    SxpeditUm  into,  November  3-11, 1861. 
Matkiaa  Point,  Va.    Expedition  to,  November  9, 1861. 
Mattawoman  Creek,  Md.    Affair  at,  November  14, 1861. 
Oeooqnan  BUoer,  Va.    EeeonmaUaanee  to,  Ooteber  18, 1861. 
Oocoquan  Village,  Va.    Beconnaieeanee  to,  Febnuurg  3, 1868. 
Pobick  Church,  Va. 

EaepeditUm  to,  October  3, 1861. 

Beeonnaiesanee  to,  November  18  and  December  18, 1861. 
SkirmUhtB  at  and  near,  Aug.  18, 1861,  Jan.  9,  and  March  7,  1868. 
Potomac  Creek,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Augnet  83, 1861. 
Victory,  eloep.    Capture  of,  December  15,  1861. 

Virginia.   Advance  qf  Union  foreee  into,  March  7-11,  and  Witkdrawal  ^ 
Ccufederate  forcre  to  ike  Bappahannock  Ume,  March  7-9, 1868.) 
Potomao  Rlvar,  Upper.* 

Operat  ons  od.      Commnoicaiions  from 

Abert,  James  W 705 

Adjntant-GeneraVs  Office,  U.  8.  A 673,687 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gentral's  Office,  C.S.  A 808, 

857, 858, 898, 986, 938, 940, 971, 976, 979, 980, 988, 997 

Army  Headquarters ., 558,560,568,623,685.634 

Ashby,  Turner 858,936 

*Iaclodes  operatioiM  in  ooantle*  of  Haryland  bordering  on  i  also  Londonn  Connty,  Va.,  Lower  Shen- 
sndosh  YaUey,  and  Hompahira,  Hardy,  and  Horgan  CoDBtloa,  W.  Ta. 
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Potomao  Rlw,  TTpper^Continiied. 
Operations  on.    Commnnications  from 

Baboook,  O.  £ 6n,( 

BankBy  Nathaniel  P. . .  563, 554, 508, 505, 571, 574, 578, 583, 593, 504, 606, 649-658, 
660, 670, 078, 688, 0^  004, 006, 7(»,  705, 723, 7^5-727, 733, 734, 738, 739, 746 

Barnard,  J.  G 712 

Beauregard,  G.  T 706,980,004,995,999,1021,1037,1033,1084,1040 

Boteler,  A.  B 919 

Charles,  Edmnnd  C 7G0 

Dana,  K.J.  T 738 

Garrett,  JohnW 729,731 

Geai7,JohnW 593, 000, 606, 733, 7S 

Hardy  Coonty,  W.  Ya.,  Citiaena  of 845 

Harman,  M.  G 971 

Haymond,  T.S lOW 

HUl,  D.  H 999, 1087.  IQS 

Hutter,  F.  C 936 

Jackaon,  Thomae  J ..  921, 937, 943, 949, 965, 976, 988, 1003-1005, 1018, 1086, 1033, 

1034,  1036, 1039,  1043,  1044,  10(S5,  1068, 1075, 1076,  1079, 10»7, 1092, 1094 

Johnston,  Joseph  £.  934, 940, 966,^d6. 99d,  1007, 1060, 1065, 1073, 1079, 1081, 1098 

Kelley,B.P 638,644 

Lander,  Frederick  W 631, 647, 7« 

Lee,  Robert  £ 846 

Leonard,  Samnel  H 651 

Loring,W.W 975, 960, 983, 988, 989, 10») 

McBlair,  C.  H 931 

MeCall,  George  A 553 

McClellan,  George  B 48» 

557, 567, 579, 584, 585, 669, 722, 727-738, 739, 743, 748, 754 

McDonald,  Angns  W 931 

Perkins,  D.  D 705.760 

BansoD,  James  L tt90,8K 

Shields,  James 749 

Smith,  G.  W 1009 

Stager,  Anson 607 

Stone,  Charles  P 560,567,569,573,578,582,583,585,591,598,615,621 

Strother,  David  H 661 

Staart,  J.  E.  B IQS 

War  Department,  C.  S 880,887,939,940,968,978,983,1036,1066,1080 

War  Department,  U.  S 660,5^,711.7^739 

(See  also 

AntieUm  Inm  W&rk§f  Md.    SkUrmUh  at,  Augwi  85, 1861. 

Beller*$  Mill,  W,  To.    SlArm\»k  at,  September  2, 1861. 

BerUn,  Md.    SkirmUkta  at,  September  16  and  S9,  1861. 

Blmefa  Haaee,  W,  Va,    ShirmUh  at,  Jugiut  86, 1861. 

BoUvar  Heights,  W.  Va.    Shirmieh  at,  October  16, 1861. 

Bunker  HUl,  W,  Va.    Skirmiek  at,  Marek  5, 1802. 

Burlington,  W.  Fa.    Skirmisk  at,  Sq^tember  1, 1861. 

DranemrUle,  Va» 

JEngagement  at,  December  20,  1861. 

J^gMdtttcm  to,  and  ekirmUh  at,  Kovemher  26-87, 1861. 

Edwards  JFVrry,  Md.    Skirmiek  at,  October  4, 1861. 

Great  FalU,  Md. 

Scout  into  Virginia  from,  AuguH  25, 1861. 
SkirmiBk  at,  September  4,  1861. 
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Potomao  RItw,  TTpper— Continued. 
Operations  on. 
(See  also 

Qmnn0iP§  Farn^  Fa.    SiepedlUtm  f»,  DeoemWr  6, 1861. 
Hairpa*§  Ferrffy  W,  Va.    SHrmUh  at,  Ootobor  11,  1861. 
Lenkmr§,  Va.    Ooeupathn  e/,  (y  Uni^n  frocp*^  March  8,  180S. 
Lomdotim  C^tmtjff  Va,    OperaiUnu  to,  Fetruarf  2&-Jf«y  6;  1868. 
L09eU9vaU,  Va.    iSftirmlf  A  at,  Amgm^t  8, 1861. 
MaHhukmrg,  W.  Va.    Skirmitik  at,  IforrA  3,  186S. 
CJpercUfoM  OS,  Upper  P^tvmae,    C&peoUiL) 

A§aimt  Dam  M,  6,  Deoember  17-21, 186L 

year  Leetibmrg,  Va.    Odoker  21-84, 186L 

VafUg  ZNafriee.    Xmwmber  4,  IdSl-Feftntary  21, 1868. 
Peiertkurfff  W.  Va.    SMrmiih  at,  September  12,  1861. 
PoiiU  ef  JKocte,  MA.    SkxraAtikf  nA,  Aug.  b,  Sept.  24,  Dee.  19, 186L 
PriiekanPe  IftU,  W.  Va.    SUrmiehal,  September  15^  186L 
Mtammy,  W.  Va* 

AcUmi  UL    Oeteber  26, 1861. 

Deeeent  en.    September  2^25,  V9Si. 
Sand^  Hook,  Md.    SUrndeh  at,  Avguet  18, 186L 
Seneoa  Cretk,  Md.    Skirmiekee  at,  September  16-20,  186L 
Skepkerdetoma,  W.  Va.    Skirmitk  at,  September  9, 1861. 
Sooth  Braaeh  Bridge,  W.  Va.    Skxrmieh  at,  (kUberM,  186L 
/^tigfMd,  W.  Va.    Skirtaiah near,  OeteberM,  186L 
Stephemeom  StaOom,  Va.    Skkrmtieh  at,  March  11, 1862. 
WUneheeter,  Va. 

Abandoned  by  Cottfederatee  and  eeiwpM  bp  Vniom  troepe^  Mm^ 
11-12,  1862. 

Skirmieh  near.  Monk  7, 1862.) 

Vemr  Leeebncg,  October  21-24,  186L    Reports  of 

Abererumbie,  J.  J 336 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 338 

Barksdale,  William 354 

Bnxton,  Froaois  L 339 

Eyans,  N.  G 348 

Gonnan,  Willis  A 333 

licGuirk,  John 360 

Mix,  John 335 

Stone,  Charles  P 330 

(See  also 

BaOPe  Bl»f.    Engoffement  at,  Oeteber  21, 1861. 
JCdwarde  Ferrg.    AetUm  near,  October  22,  1861.) 

Valley  District,  November  4, 1861-Febmai7  21, 1862. 

Eyents.    Summary  of  Ftincipal • 388 

Reports  of  Thomas  J.  JackHon 389,395,396 

(See  also 

Alpine  Depot,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  at,  Jaamarg  4, 1862. 

Bath,  W.  Va.    Skirmiekee  at^  January  3-4, 1862. 

Bloomerg  Gap,  W.  Va.    Affair  at,  February  14, 1862. 

Cherry  Bun,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  December  25, 1861. 

Fort  Frederick,  Md.    Skirmieh  at,  Deoember  25,  1861. 

Great  Caeapon  Bridge,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  at,  January  4,  1862. 

Hancock,  Md.    Bombardment  of,  January  5, 1862. 

Hanging  Bock  Pai$,  W.  Va.    Skirmixih  at,  January  7,  1862. 
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Putomao  RIvor,  TTpper— Contiiraed. 
Operations  on. 
(See  also 

LUtle  Caeapan  Biver,    Skirmiih  near  matUh  0/,  2f&oember  ao,  1861. 
Moor^ldf  W.  Va.    Afair  at,  FArmary  14, 188:1. 
PoUmao  Biver,  Upper.  Sl^rmithea  at  Dam  No,  4,  Dee.  11, 1861 ;  also 
at  Dam  No.  5,  Dee.  8, 1861,  and  OperatUme  agaittet,  Dee.  17-18, 186L 
Bomnetf,  W.  Va.    Eeacuaiioti^  of,  Jan.  10, 1862,  and  Reooompakon  k$ 
Union  troepe,  Feb.  7, 1862,  and  Skirmiikee  near,  Noe.  IS-Dso.  8, 186L 
mr  John'e  Bwny  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  at,  Jannarg  4, 1868. 
Slamfe  Croee-Boade,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  at,  JoMnmry  4, 1862.) 
Against  Dam  No.  5,  on  the,  December  17-4^1, 1861.    Beports  of 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 397-W 

Jaokson,  Thomas  J 389 

Skirmish  at  Dam  No.  5,  on  the,  December  £,  1861.    Beports  of 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 396 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 3t9 

Skirmish  at  Dam  No.  4,  Dec.  11, 1861.     (SoeSnmmarg  PHnotpalEremte,p.^.) 

Stone,  Charles  P.,  assumes  command  on 560 

Union  troops  on.    Statement  of  disposition  of 704 

Pottar,  Henry  Zi.    Mentioned 580,S01 

Powell, .    Mentioned 976 

Powell,  W.  Zi.    Coxrespondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 867 

Pownell,  William  J.    Mentioned 383 

Pratt,  Beniah.    Mentioned 849 

Pratt,  CalTln  B.    Mentioned 237,450 

Preaoott,  Samnel.    Mentioned 836 

Preaident,  C.  8.    (See  Jeffenon  DaeU.) 
Preaident,  XT.  8.    (See  Abraham  Lineeln. ) 

Preston,  Captain.    Mentioned 883 

Preaton,  J.  P.    Mentioned 389,976 

Preaton,  J.  T.  L.    Mentioned 394,937,939,943,966 

Preaton,  Walter.    Mentioned 1041 

Prioe^  Colonel.    Mentioned 535 

Price,  J.  TTmer.    Mentioned 8X8 

Price,  SamneL 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson ^ 86S 

Maofarland,  William  H 1010 

War  Department,  C.  S 968 

Mentioned 866-1010 

Price,  Sterling.    Mentioned 613 

Primes  Prederlok  B.    Mentioned 66,684 

Primzoae,  John  W.    Mentioned 447 

Prince,  David.    Correspondence  with  Charles  S.  Tripler 79 

Princeton,  W.  Va.    Action  at,  September  16, 1861.    (See  Summary  ofPrinei- 

palEvente,  p.  2.) 
Prisonera  of  War.    Treatment,  exchange,  etc . .  305, 306, 313, 350»  453, 479, 1064, 1065 

Priaonera,  PoUtioaL    Arrest  and  treatment  of 52, 80, 193-197, 386, 412, 4^ 

429,  435,  447,  452, 513, 632, 646, 647, 656, 827, 828^845, 870, 929, 1021, 1084 
Pritohard'a  Mill,  Va.    Beport  of  John  W.  Gtoary  of  skirmish  at,  Sept.  15,1861 . .      197 

Private  Property.    Action  toaching 37, 39, 378, 388, 3S6, 398, 410, 

412,418,420,425-427,  431,  43(2,  504,  505,513,  580,549,590,611,612,641, 
734,747,  840,  845,  846,  898,  905,900,998,999,1010,1011,1084,1044,1068 
(See  also  8late$  and  Slave  Fropertg.). 
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Pxyory  Roger  A.    Meutioued • • 1046 

Puzdy,  S.  8.    Mentioned 545 

Pntnam,  J. C.    Mentioned 317,319- 

Putnam,  WiUlam  L.    Mentioned* 317 

Quaiterauuiter-Oeneral's  Offloe^  C  8.  ▲.    CoirMpondenoe  with 

Adjutant  and  Inepeotor  General's  Oi&ce,  C.  S.  A • 896 

Ashe,  W.  8 ^ 875 

Davis,  Jeffeison 1068,1093 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 766,785 

Mason,  C.B 888 

Tntwiler,  £.  T 864 

War  Department,  C.  8 833,607,871,875 

Qnlnlui,  Leonard  O.    Mentioned •—.  194,196 

Qoimi,  John 385 

Radford,  R.  C.  W.    MenUooed 737,1085,1035 

RadowitB,  Panl  von.    Mentioned 23 

Hallroafl  Diatriot    ( Union. ) 

Constituted  and  limits  defined 691 

Kelloy,  B.  F.,  assigned  to  command 691 

Raleigh  Coart-Hoaae,  W.  Va.    Ooonpied  hy  Union  forces,  December  88, 1861. 

**  Bfoord  of  Evemt9.*'    Department  of  Western  Virginia,  December,  1861 495 

Ramaay,  Qeorge D.    Mentioned 68 

Ramaay,  J.  N.    Mentioned 885 

Randal,  Boraoa.    Mentioned 918,953 

RandeU,  8.  J.    Mentioned 355 

Randolph,  Captain.    Mentioned 1101 

Randolph,  Qeorge  S.    Mentioned 416 

Randolph,  OeorgeW.    Mentioned 1083 

Ransom,  Robert,  Jr. 

Mentioned 439,447,914 

Beport  of  skirmish  near  Vienna,  Va.,  Kovember  86, 1861 446 

Rftp«f^i<,  Jamea  L.    Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 896 

War  Department,  C.  8 887,890 

Ranaon,  Jamea  M.    Mentioned 977 

Rayford,  Thomaa  John.    (See  Thoauu  Jordan,) 

Raymond,  B.  A.    Mentioned • 83 

Raymond,  Henry.    Mentioned 847 

Raynolda,  W.  F.    Mentioned 875,656,668,715 

Read,  Theodore.    Mentioned 510 

Reed,  OeorgeS.    Mentioned 883 

Reese,  Chaunoey B.    Mentioned. 84,787 

Roger,  Lieutenant.    Menlioued 465 

Roger,  ▲.  O.    Beport  of  engagement  at  Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.,  December 

13,1861 466 

Regur,  Leonard  H.    Mentioned 128 

Reiohert,  Herrmann.    Mentioned 145 

Reid,ElihuD.    Mentioned 488 

Reid,  William.    Mentioued 551 

Rele^.ae,  U.S.  8.    Mentioned 114,115 

Remley,  John.    Mentioned 884 

Revere,  B.  H.  R    Mentioned 317,330 

Revere,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 387 

Revere,Paul  J.    Mentioned 314,317,319,380 
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Rewner,  Isaao.    Mentioned 407 

Raynolda,  Mi^or.    Mentioned • 115,815 

Reynolds,  A.  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1(^J6 

War  Department,  C.  8 1042 

Mentioned 772 

Reynolda,  J.  F.    Mentioned 21,473-475,480,589,715 

ReTnolds,  Joseph  J. 
Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  OeorgeB 644 

Bosecrans,  W.  8 603,662,663 

Mentioned 118, 451, 464, 564, 636, 639, 644, 656, 667, 670, 1016, 1019 

Reports  of 

Cheat  Mountain,  W.  Ya.    Operations  in,  8eptember  11-17, 1861 181 

Oreenhrier  River,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  October  3, 1861 280 

Rhett,  Thomas  O.    Mentioned 1007,1075 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Jowepk  E,  JckMAom,) 
Rhode  Island  Tkioops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— ^a^/me/rf^  {lAgki) :  1st,  A,  16,  19, 230,  S40,  842-^44,  574 ;  B,  16, 
19,  291,  293,  295,  296,  297,  308,  312-316,  337,  583 ;  C,  19;  D,21;  B,20,  413, 
416 ;  a,  19. 
Cavalry — RegimMit :  •  1st,  21. 
Infantry— ^a^/menf^ ;  2d,  15,  16»  20,  93,  718 ;  4th,  385,  386,  720. 

Rioa,  William  H.    Mentioned 226,228,232,234 

Richards,  John  F.    Mentioned 18^ 

Richardson,  George  W.    Mentioned 851 

Richardson,  Israel  B. 
Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  Qeorge  B 121 

Sumner,  E.  V 762,763 

Mentioned 15,16,18,59,62,107,413,417,511,718,754,755,702 

Reports  of 

Occoquan  River,  Va.    Reconnaissances  to 

October  18, 1861 249 

November  12, 1861 414 

Pohick  Church,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  November  12, 1861 414 

Richardson,  J.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Floyd,  John  B W3 

Wise,  Henry  A 116 

Mentioned 116,157,791,793,794 

Richardson,  William  H.    Mentioned 888 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  VirginiOy  A^mtami-Q^neriU  «/.) 
Richardson,  William  P. 

Mentioned 458 

Report  of  engagement  at  Greenbrier  River,  W.  Ya.,  October  3, 1861 8SS 

Riddle,  WiUiamR.    Mentioned ZIS 

Riley,  Cornelius.    Mentioned 547 

Ripple,  JohnL.    Mentioned, 403 

Ritchie,  William  P.    Mentioned 864 

Rives,  A.  L.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  eeeEngin^mr  Dfpartwt^mt,  C.  &  A.) 
Roane  County,  W.  Va.    Affair  in,  December  15,  1861.    Extract— '*  JBeoord  ^f 
EvenU,"  Department  of  Western  Virginia,  for  December,  1861 468 
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Roane,  W.  H.    Mentioned 44G 

Robenod,  AmoB.    Mentioned 207 

Robert,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 684 

Roberts,  Horatia    Mentioned 422 

Roberts,  Jonathan.    Mentioned 950 

Robertson,  J.  A.    Mentioned  225 

Robertson, 'Wyndham.    Mentioned 864 

Robinson,  W.  J.    Mentioned 463,466 

Robinson,  Henry.    Mentioned 137 

Robinson,  O.  O.  O.    Mentioned 169 

Rockwood,  John.    Mentioned 309 

Roder,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 463,466 

Rodes,  R.  B. 

Aflsignments  to  command 914,936,961 

Mentioned 43,737,744,914,936,961,973,986,1029,1082 

Rodman, laaaoP.    Mentioned 386 

RoebUng,  John  ▲.    Mentioned 619 

Roemer,  Bernard. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 849 

Mentioued 160,839,861 

Rogers,  Mr.    Mentioned 2bl 

Rog;ers,  Gener&L    Mentioned 514 

Rogers,  John  D.    Mentioned 351 

Rogers,  WiUiam  H.    Mentioned 305,351 

Romney,  W.  Va. 

Action  at,  October  26,  1861. 

Commnnioations  from  J.  H.  Canon ^ 924 

Orders,  congratulatory.    (Army  Headquarters) 380 

Report  of  B.  F.  Kelley 378 

Barton,  S.  M.    Notes  on  approaches  to,  etc 1055 

Confederate  trooiw  withdrawn  from.    Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefieraon 1050,1071 

Fnlkerson,  Samuel  Y 1040 

Jackson,  Thomas  J  1048,1053,1056,1062 

Johnston,  JosephE 1050, 1051, 1053, 1056, 1059, 1062, 10r4 

Loring,  W.W 1048,1054 

Northwest,  Army  of.    Officorsof 1046 

Taliaferro,  William  B 1042 

Yirginio,  Governor  of 1060,1063 

War  Department,  C.  S 1049,1053,1059 

Protest  of  Thomas  J.  Jackson 1056 

Descent  on,  September  23-25, 1H61.    Reports  of 

Fnnsten,  O.  R 209 

Lionberger,  J.  H 212 

McDonald,  Angus  W 200,201 

McDonald,  E.H 206 

Monroe,  A 207 

Thomas  J.  Jackson 389 

Evacuated  by  Union  forces,  January  10,  1862.    (See  Summary  of  Principal 
JEvenUf  p.  388 ;  also  report  of  Thomas  J,  Jackavn  of  operationty  Xowmber 
4,  iS&l'Fehr„ary  21,  1862,  p.  389.) 
Be-occupied,  by  Union  forces,  February  7, 1862.    Communications  from 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 1068 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 1072 

(See  also  Summary  of  Principal  EvenU^  p.  388.) 
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Homnny,  W.  Va.— Continned. 

Skirmi8heBnear,Koy.l3<-I>90.8,1861.  (B^BimmarfofPrmdpdlEomUt^'p.^) 
Roaeonina,  W.  B. 

AaaigDmento  to  commaad 6M,647 

Coxrespondenoe  with 

AAJutant-General's Office,  U.S.  A 666,669,670,687,688,699,781,744 

Anny  Headquartexs 669, 654, 555, 605, 612, 615, 622,  GbiS,  634 

Benham,  H.  W 259-270,282,647 

Congress,  U.  3.    MUita^  Committee  H.  B 734 

Cox,  J.  D 592,599,602 

Huen,  W.  B 663 

Lander,  P.  W 647 

McCleUan,  George  B 555,563,564,656,662,722,757 

Milroy,  K,H 699 

PelrpointjF.  H 615.639 

£eynold8,J.J  603,662,663 

Soammon,  E.  P 696 

Schenok,  B.C 271,272 

War  Department,  U.  8 557,765 

Mentioned 6, 73, 136-140, 143, 147, 148,  161, 164, 277, 278, 280, 561, 604, 630, 631, 

636, 647, 663, 692, 781,  HOSt,  809, 829,  841,  846, 865,  868,  870, 875,  906, 1019 

Proclamation  to  oiUzena  of  West  Virginia • 575 

Beporteof 

Camifix  Ferry,  Gaaley  River,  W.Ya.  Engagementat,  Sept  10, 1861..  198,129 
Cross-Lanes,  near  SamoieryiUe,  W.  Ya.  Action  at,  August  26, 1861*. .  116 
Kanawha  and  New  River  region,  W.  Ya.    Operations  in,  October  19- 

November  16, 1861 250^253 

Roaanthal, Leopold.    Mentioned ,....  509,510 

Roaa,  Captain.    Mentioned /l2 

Rosflk  Bdgar.    Mentioned 242,247 

Roaa,  JohnD.  B.    Mentioned ». 462 

Roaa,  Robert.    Mentioned 167 

Roaaer,  Thomaa  L.    Mentioned 181,182,184 

Ronae^  Dr.    Mentioned 412 

Routh,  Stephen  M.    Mentioned 494 

RoweU'a  Ron,  "W,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  6, 1861.     (See  JSmmmmy  of 
Principal  EremtB^  P*  2.) 

Rowley,  William  W.    Mentioned 74,75 

Royater,  Jamea.    Mentioned 235 

Ruoker,  D.  H.    Mentioned 27,667 

Rati;  Charlea  F.    Mentioned 655 

Ruger,  Thomaa  H.    Mentioned 195,242 

RnnyeafMr.    Mentioned : 372 

Ruaaell,  D.  R.    Mentioned 901 

Rnaiell,  B.  H.    Mentioned 74 

Rnaaell,  W.  W.    Mentioned • S3 

Rnat,  Albert. 

Correspondence  with  H.  R.  Jackson 192 

Mentioned 225,228,391,392 

Reports  of 

Clieat  Mountain,  W.  Ya.    Operations  in,  September  11-17. 1861 191 

Greenbrier  River,  W.  Ya.    Engagement  at,  October  3, 1861 233 

Ryan,  W.  Ii.    Mentioned 503 

RyeraoD,  HenryO.    Mentioned •••.      541 
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Saoket,  D.  B.    Mentioned 34 

Saokett,  Joaaph  R.    Mentioned 478 

Mr.    Mentioned 166 

Nioholasy  Steamer.    Mentioned 759,765 

flalmoTii  B.  H.    Mentioned 195 

flaniTiftlBj  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 509 

Bamnela,  H.  Z.    Correspondence  witli  Abraham  Lincoln 674 

Sandy  Hook,  Md.    Skirmish  at,  August  18, 1861.    (See  Summary  of  Frineijpal 

Evemtt,  p.  1.) 
Bangator  Station,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  March  9, 1862.    (See  Summary  of  Principal 
EvenUf  p.  4  .) 

Sangston,  Zoiwrenoe.    Mentioned 194,196 

Sawtelle,  ChaxleaO.    Mentioned 27,28 

floammon,  Tniaklm  P. 

Goirespondenoe  with  W.  S.  Boeecrans 696 

Mentioned 130,132,146,495,586 

Report  of  engagement  at  Camiilx  Ferry,  Gauley  River,  W.  Va.,  September 

10,  1861 145 

Sohaoke^  Bmest.    Mentioned 1 144 

Sohambeok,  F.    Report  of  engagement  at  Carnifix  Ferry,'  W.  Ya.,  September 

10,1861 144 

Soheeta,  H.  A.    Mentioned 475,476 

Soheiilbr,  Frank  S.    Mentioned 186 

Schenok,  Robert  C. 

Correspondence  with  W. S.  Rosecrans 271,272 

Mentioned  ...  250, 251, 253-259, 265-268, 270, 271, 275-278, 280, 281, 495, 636, 657, 669 

Schtekftiaa,  rtedarlok von.    Mentioned 414,417,454 

Schlckhardt,  Henry.    Report  of  scout  toward  Fairfax  Court-House,  Ya., 

December  24-25, 1861 494 

Solmitt,  George  A.    Mentioned 317 

Schneider,  •VyiUlam.    Mentioned 130,133-135,140,263,268,281,284 

Soott,  Major.    Mentioned 513 

Soot^A.  V.    Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Loring 1046 

Soott^  JameeH.    Mentioned. 141 

Soott^  T.  A    Mentioned 46 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  fFar  Deparimmtf  U,  8,) 

Soott,  T.  Parkin.    Mentioned 194-196 

Soott,  W.  C.    Mentioned 232,499 

Soott,  Wlnfleld. 

Mentioned 9,35,129,132,196,380,555,556,565.634,639,647,702,790 

Retires  firom  active  service » 639 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Army  HeadquarterB.) 

SeiyBBaer,  J.  A.    Mentioned 505 

Seal,  John  F.    Mentioned 169 

Secret  Service.    (For  communications,  reports,  etc.,  fix>m  employ^  of,  see 

Tirade,  Ifitoroimrss,  etc.) 
Sedgwick,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P  .-.. 733,750 

Berry,  Hiram  G 41g 

Mentioned 16,18,19,48,414,718,732,740,748,750,755 

Sedgwick,  WiUiam  D.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  John  Sedgwick,) 

Selbert,  Joaeph.    Mentioned 407 
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Benoendiver,  J,    Report  of  tdbar  at  Bloomexy  Gap,  W.  Va.,  February  14, 1662.      406 
Beneoa  Creek,  Md.    Skirmiahes  opposite. 

September  16,  1661.    Report  of  Natliamel  P.  Banks 199 

September  20, 1861.    (See  Smmmtur^  of  PHm^niI  BvemU,  p.  8. ) 

Seward,  Samuel  8.    Mentioned 479 

Seward,  WiUiam  H.    Mentioned  197,1096 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  State  Departmsnif  U.  8.) 

Seymour,  Zaaao  O.    Mentioned .••      825 

Skaler,  Alexander. 

Mentioned 169,171 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to,  and  action  at,  Lewinsville,  Ya.,  September  11, 

1861 174 

Sharp,  Thomaa  R.    Mentioned 394,889,976 

Sharpe,  Mr.    Mentioned 581 

Sharpe,  A.  B.    Mentioned «...      479 

ShaW|  Alexander.    Mentioned 381,382 

Shaw,  R.  J.    Mentioned 446 

Shaw,  Richmond.    Mentioned 145 

Shedbume, .    Mentioned 606 

Sheets,  George  F.    Mentioned 201,205,309,210,211,393,943 

Shenandoah,  Department  of.    Merged  into  Department  of  the  Potomac 567 

Shenandoah  Coonty  Conrt.    Correspondence  with  Virginia,  Goiremor  of 817 

Shepardaon, .    Mentioned 1014,1021 

Shepherdstown,  "W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  September  9, 1861.    (See  Sumwtary  of 

Principal  EtenU,  p.  2.) 
Sherman,  T.  VT. 

Correspondence  with  (^rge  B.  MoClellan 39 

Mentioned 10,17,37,44.73 

Sherman  (Scout).    Mentioned 441,480 

Sherman,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 440 

Sherman,  W.  T.    Mentioned 15,553 

Shields,  Jamea. 

Correspondence  with(^rgeB.  Mc(71ellan 700,749 

Mentioned 13,18,21,22,57,59,61,517,522,700,738,754,755,1093 

Suggestions  of,  as  to  condnct  ofthe  war 700 

eUilpman, .    Mentioned 461 

Shriber,  Charles  H.  R,    Mentioned 196,240 

Shumaker,  L.  M. 

Mentioned 226-228,232 

Report  of  engagement  at  Greenbrier  River,  W.  Va.,  October  3, 1861  233 

Shnmard,  Oeorge  O.    Mentioned 282,647 

Slber,  Edward. 

Mentioned 259,264,979 

Report  of  expedition  to  Logan  Conrt-House  and  the  Qnyandotte  Valley, 

W.  Va.,  January  1^23.  1862 601 

Sibert,  James  H.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 820 

Siokles,  Daniel  B. 

Correiipondeiico  with 

Hooker,  Joseph 761 

McClellan,  Gtoorge  B 609 

Mentioned . .  17, 20, 85, 388, 590, 595, 596, 637, 716, 735, 753, 887, 894, 947, 957. 900. 1076 

Report  of  expedition  to  Mathius  Point,  Va.,  November  9,  1861 406 

Siez,  Robert  BL    Mentioned 284 

Silvers,  Jordan.    Mentioned 238 


INDEX.  1181 

Mentioiied 356 

Simonaon,  WmiaiiL    Mentioned 647 

Mentioned ^ 537-539,541 

Beport  of  adYance  of  Union  fimses  into  Virginia,  March  7-11,  ISeU 543 

Singer,  Dr.    Mentioned 180 

Singleton,  O. R.    Mentioned 351,358,366 

Bipe,  B.    Correepondenee  with  JefiFerson  Davis SSM) 

Sir  John*a  Run,  W.  Va.    Skirmiah  at,  Janaazy  4, 1862.    Reports  of 

Hooker,  James  H 409 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 380 

Skeel^C.  L.    Mentioned 5SSI 


Blake's  Farm,W.  Va 874 

Camp  Dickexson,  W.  Ya 948 

Ganley  and  New  Rivers,  W.  Va 125 

Greenbrier  River,  W.  Va 229 

fiOane'a  Cipaa  Roada,  W.  Va.    Report  of  Thomas  J.  Jackson  of  skirmish  at, 

Jannaiy  4, 1882 389 

Slater, .    Mentioned 461,463 

SUragbter,  William  B.    Mentioned 408 

Slavea  and  Slave  Piopeily.    Reference  to 388, 

409, 410, 430-432, 547, 579, 642, 818, 819, 821, 895, 962, 1011 

Slayton,  Private.    Mentioned 228 

Slemmer,  A.  J.    Mentioned 251,670 

Slidell,  John.    Mentioned 1038 

Slooomb,  C.H.    Mentioned 181,182,184 

Sloonm,  Henxy  W. 

Conespondence-with  William  H.  Christian 237 

Mentioned 16,21,85,107,719 

Report  cf  expedition  to  Pohick  Chnroh,  Va.,  October  3, 1861 236 

Small, 'WiUiam  F.    Mentioned 710 

Smith,  ColoneL    Mentioned 434,435 

Smith,  CW.    Mentioned 406 

Ctanlth,  D.  L.    Mentioned 269 

Smith,  B.  Kirby. 

Assignments  to  command 014,939,061,1078 

Mentioned 517, 797, 892, 914, 939, 961, 967, 995, 1014, 1030, 1062, 1072, 1073, 1078 

Smith,  Qeorge  H.    Mentioned • • • 422 

Smith.  GhutaToa  W. 

Assignments  tooommand 866,881,913,961 

CorrespoDdenee  with 

Davis,  Jeffenon 893,918,944 

HiU,  D.H 1008,1096,1096 

Johnston,  Joseph  E •• 1095 

Whiting,  W.H.C 963,958 

Mentioned 587,727,737,797,866,881,887,898,896,007,913,932,936, 

939, 944, 967, 960, 961, 987, 999, 1089, 1050, 1001, 1074, 1075, 1077, 1085, 1091 

Smith,  H.H.    CoiTespottdence  with  Cbarlts  8,  Trtpl«r •••••• 77 

fimlth,  R.  M.    Cotxe^ondenee  with 

Dnnnington,  C.  W.  C 99B 

WarDepartittent,C.B... .•..«•  •••... ..••. .....•..•.••..      999 

8mlth,S.B.    Mentioned 479,487 

Smith,  William.    Mestieoed «••#• •• •. r 
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Smith,  William  F. 

CorrespODdence  with  George  B.  HcClellan 106,510 

Mentioned 15, 17, 18, 20, 32, 107,  ITS,  174, 175^ 

179,  180,  SlB-220,  553,  554,  558,  584,  650, 681, 716, 717,  TJS,  736, 751, 755 
Beports  of 

Lewinsville,  Va. 

Actiou  at,  and  reconnaissance  to,  September  11, 1861 16B 

Skirmish  at,  and  reconnaissance  to,  September  25»  1861 215 

Smith,  William  P.    Mentioned 587,600,7^ 

Smith,  William  8. 

Mentioned 130-135,138,141,143,144,278,279,281,283,284 

BeporUof 

Camiflx  Ferry,  Gauley  Biyor,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  Sept.  10, 1861..  139 

Laarel  Creek,  W.  Ya.    Skirmish  at,  November  12, 1861 283 

McCoy's  Mill,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  near,  November  14, 1861 283 

Smlthaon,  William  T.    Correspondence  with  Joseph  £.  Johuston 1006 

Smyth,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned • 496 

Snider,  Joaeph  T.    Mentioned 141 

Snowden,  George  O.    Mentioned 400,401 

Snydor,  Ghaorge  W.    Mentioned 681 

Sollera,  ▲ngaatoa  R.    Mentioned 386 

Sonderahoff,  Charlea. 

Mentioned 131, 142 

Beport  of  engagement  Camiflx  Feiry,  Gauley  Biver,  W.  Ya.,  Sept.  10, 1861 .  142 

Sophia,  Propeller.    Mentioned 667 

South  Branch  Bxidge,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  October  26, 1861.    Beports  of 

Johns,  Thomas • •..  381 

Monroe,  A « 382 

Thrastoo,  C.  M 3il 

South  Carolina  Expedition.    (Confederate  advices.)    Conmiunications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 925 

Wai  Department,  C.  S Sfi3,925,298 

South  Carolina  Troops,    Mentioned. 

Artillery— ^aftor/es ;  Sumter,  1003. 

Cavalry— Cem/Ni/r/es  :  Boykin'a  Rangera,  1029 ;  Shannon 'a,  luwi. 

Infantry— ^a^/mt/rf^;  2d,  3d.  4th,  Sth,  825,  1029;  6th,  475,  480,  490,  491, 
493, 494, 825, 1029)  7th,  StU;  9th,  825,  1029.  (JftseslZaiMOM)  :  w«»»«p»/*« 
Legion,  529,  533,  535,  913, 930,  959,  961,  1030. 

Sparkman,  Jeaae.    Mentioned 440 

Spencer,  J.  H.    Mentioned • 75 

Spanoer,  ZaewiaB.    Mentioned 122 

Spencer,  V.  R.    Corresinindence  with  War  Department*,  U.  S 765 

Spinninga,  Clark.    Mentioned 401 

Spltler,  Mann.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 820 

Bpoonmore,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 168 

Sprague,  WilliauL    Mentioned 240 

Sprigga,  n&omaa  W.    Mentioned 542 

Springfield,  W.  Va.    Skirmi^  at,  October  26,  1861.    (See  Smmmtnrif  of  /Vtaoi- 

pal  EvetiU,  p.  3.) 
Springfield  Station,  Va.    Skirmishes  at 

October  2,  1861.    (See  ^Mmafy  qf  Primelpal  EvmU,  p.  2.) 

Octobers,  1861.    Beport  of  W.  B.  Franklin 237 

Bquier,  Charlea  W.    Mentioned • 411 

Stager,  Anaon.    Correspondence  with 

Heiss,  W.H 764 

War  Department,  U.  S 697 
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Pag*. 

Btahel,  Jnlliui  H.    Mentioned 716 

Btunps,  Tlmotliy  H.    Mentioned 235 

Btanaeo,  Jamas  O.    Mentioned 135,S88 

Stanard,  Captain.    Mentioned 162,864 

Btannard,  George  J.    Report  of  reconnainance  to,  and  action  at,  Lewins- 

ville,  Va.,  September  11,  1861 176 

Stanton,  David.    Mentioned 448 

Stanton,  Bdwin  BI.    Mentioned 9,27,41, 

42, 46,  48, 49,  51,  54, 57,  60, 62,  63,  77,  89,  90,  844,345,517,730,745,751 
(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  IFar  DrparHnmif  U.  8,) 
Staplea,  IKTalter  R.    Coxretpondence  with 

FolkeiBon,  Samnel  Y 1040 

TallofeiTo,  WillUm  B 1042 

Starke,  'W,  B. 

Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 976 

Mentioned 955,076,978,980 

Staxr,  Samnel  B. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Hooker 684 

Mentioned 20,716 

State  Department,  C.  8.    Correspondence  with  A.  R.  Boteler 919 

State  Department,  U.  8.    Conespondence  with  Wor  Department,  U.  8 700 

Steama,  Joeeph  K. 

Mentioned 544 

Beport  of  advance  of  Union  forces  into  Virginia,  March  7-11 ,  1862 546 

Steele,  Chief  Bngler.    Mentioned 494 

Steele^  Thomaa.    Mentioned 407 

Steele,  'William  H.    Mentioned 137 

Steinwehr,  Adolphvon.    Mentioned 107,716 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.    Mentioned 830,834 

Stephens,  M.  D.  L.    Mentioned 364 

Stephenson  Station,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  March  11,  1862.    (See  Summarif  of 
Principal  EvtnUj  p.  4.) 

Sterrett,  Franklin  P.    Mentioned 225 

Sterrett,  laaao  8.    Mentioned 960 

SteTena,  Ambroae  A.   Mentiooed 416 

Stevens,  Oeorge  8. 

Correspondence  with  Bobert  £.  Lee 888 

Mentioned  888 

Stevens,  Hazard.    Mentioned 1G6 

Stevena,  laaao  I. 

Mentioned 17,165,168,169,175 

Beport  of  reconnaiB!<aDce  to,  ond  action  at,  Lewinsville,  Ya.,  Sept.  11, 1861.      169 

Stevena, 'W.  H.    Mentioned 801,948,949,1016 

Btevenaon,  C.  L.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  W.  W.  taring,) 

Stevenson,  James  B.    Mentioned... 449 

Stewart,  Cbarlea.    Mentioned 294,321,322,332,335 

Stewart,  Charles  8.    Mentioned 25 

Stewart,  O.  M.    Mentioned 407 

Stewa:  t,  H.  A. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 929 

Mentioned  997 

Stewart,  JoaephH.    Mentioned 537,544 

Stewart,  a  T.    Mentioned 1011 

Stiokney,  Dr.    Mentioued 581 
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BtilaSy  John  W.    Meutioned 16 

StUes,  Joseph.    Mentioned 950 

Stooker,  Anthony  S.    Mentioned 97 

Btoll,  Ferdinand.    Mentioned 541 

Stone,  Charles  P. 

Arrest  of.    Febniary  9, 1862. 

Commanicationii  from 

Army  Headquarters 344 

McClellan,  George  B 341,342.345 

Stone,  Charles  P 341-344 

Older  for 341 

Assignments  to  command 557,569,685 

Correspondence  with 

Adjntant-Oeneral,  U.  8.  Army 343 

Army  Headquarters 329,330,344 

Baker,  E.D 302,303 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 006 

Bnrke,  Martin :Mi 

Congress  U.  8 341 

Devens,  Charles,  Jr 299 

Evans,  N.Q 305,306 

Geary,  John  W 606 

McClellan,  George  B 32-34,290,304,305,307, 

342-345,  557, 560, 567, 568,  57:),  578,  579, 582-585,  591,  592,  015,  G21,  669 

Mentioned 15, 16, 32-:i5, 70, 86, 89, 

91,  98,290-292, 301, 305-307,  312, 324, 327-329, 333-335, 337,338, 341, 342, 

345,  351,  558,  560,  583,  593,  613.  626, 650,  695,  714,  999, 1033-1035, 1038 
Reports  of 

Ball's  Blnif,  Ya.    Engagement  at,  October  21,  1861 292, 293, 300 

Edwards  Ferry,  Md.    Skirmish  near,  October  4,  1661 237 

Potomac  River,  Upper.    Operations  on,  October  23-24, 1861,  near  Lees- 

bnrg,  Va 330 

Btone^  Henry  M.    Mentioned 651 

Btone,  JohnO.    Mentioned 684 

Btoneman,  George. 

Mentioned 12,13,15,32,55,02,550,551,575,650,749,782 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  Cedar  Rnn,  V a. ,  March  14-16, 1862 5^0 

Btran^han,  Samnel  L.    Mentioned 991 

Btreet,  ^KriUirmT.    Mejtioned 406,410,411 

Btrong,  Louis  O.    Mentioned 167 

Btxother,  David  B. 

Correspondence wiih  Nathaniel  P.Banks 661 

Mentioned 661 

Btrother,  M.  "W.    Meutioned 371 

Btnart;  Charles  B.    Mentioned 24 

Btnart,  James  S.  B. 

Assignments  to  command 913 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 1025 

Johubton,  Joseph  E 440,443,447 

Mentioned 180-182,475,476,480,650,737,777,779, 

848,  892,  913, 922, 929, 930, 932, 949, 950, 1014, 1030, 1063, 1096, 1101, 1102 
Reports  of 

Dranesville,  Va.    Engagement  at,  December  20,  1801 490 

Lewinsville,  Va.    Recounaiseance  to,  and  action  a1^  Sept.  11,  1861....      183 
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Btiuurt,  O.  B.    Mentioned 366 

Btoart,  ^07illiam.    Mentioned 178 

Stuart,  William  D.    Mentioned 938 

Bnbaistenca  Dapaztmant,  C.  8.  A.    Conespondence  with 

Blair,  W.B 896 

War  Department,  C.  S 833,635,657 

Bnokley,  Oaorga.    Mentioned 86 

8nUhraa,J.  C.    Mentioned 185,189 

Snilivaa,  J.  H.    Coirespondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 587 

SoUivan,  Timothy  (Colonel). 

Mentioned • 439 

Report  of  capture  of  Union  foraging  party  at  Doolan's  Farm,  Ya.,  Novem- 
ber 16, 1861  ....*. 437 

BnlUvan,  Timothy  (Corporal).    Mentioned 137 

Snnmiera,  Captain.    Mentioned 125 

Bnmmoy,  D.  F. 

Mentioned 534 

Report  of  means  of  tranaportation,  16th  N.  C,  Ifaroh  8, 1862. 536 

Sumner,  B.  V. 

Correspondence  with 

McClellan,  George  B 55,762 

Richardson,  Israel  B 762,763 

Mentioned 18, 19. 55,  .56, 69,  CO,  62, 515, 720, 732, 742, 748, 754, 755 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  WairentoD  Junction,  Va.,  March  29, 1862 55 

Snrgeoo-Oeneral'a   Office,  U.   8.  A.      Correspondence   with   Charles    8. 

Tripler 100,111 

Bnttonville,  W.  Va.     Capture  of,  December  29,  1861.    KTtTAct—^* Record  qf 

EvenU,'*  Department  of  Western  Virginia 496 

Sinran,  Robert.    Mentioned 181 

BweaxlngeD,  C.  E.    Mentioned 379 

Bweitaer,  N.  B.    Mentioned 23,575 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Oeorge  B,  MeClMin.) 


Mentioned 14,19,107,342-344,385,388,643,717 

Report  of  expedition  into  Lower  Maryland,  November  3-11, 1861 387 

Byrne,  W.  H.    Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Davis 865,870 

Tabb^  ^KTilUam B.    Mentioned.. 803,805 

Taggart,  John  H. 

Mentioned 474,475,478 

Report  of  engagement  at  DranesviUe,  V a.,  December  20, 1861 487 

TaliaHsiTO,  A.  O.    Mentioned 232 

Taliaferro,  William  B. 
Correspondence  with 

Loring,  W.  W 1046 

Staples,  Walter  R 1042 

Mentioned. .  187, 225, 226, 228, 234, 389, 390, 393, 396, 460, 933, 971, 980, 989, 1039, 1050 

Report  of  engagement  at  Greenbrier  River,  W.  Va.,  October  3,  1861 231 

Ttotnm,  William  H.    Mentioned 539,540 

Tappan,  Bepjamin.    Mentioned 380 

Taylor,  A.  8.    Mentioned 122 

Taylor,  D.  A.    Mentioned   75 

Taylor,  Edward.    Mentioned 765 

Taylor,  Oamond  B.    Mentioned 853 

76  R  R— VOL  V 
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Taylor,  George  TFT, 

Mentioned 537,541,542 

Report  of 

Advance  of  Union  foicee  into  Yiiginia,  March  7-11, 18G2. 542 

Mnnaon's  Hill,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Angnat  31, 1861 121 

Taylor,  Joseph  B.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  E.  F.  Summer.) 

Taylor, JoeephP.    Mentioned 86 

Taylor,  Nelson.    Beport  of  affairs  around  Bodd's  Feiiy,  Md.,  October  8S,  1861.     372 
Taylor,  Richard. 

Assi|i;nment8  to  command 914,936,961 

Mentioned 737,914,936,939,961,1030 

Taylor,  Robert  F.    Mentioned » 215,216 

Taylor,  Thomas  B.    Mentioned 476,479,491,403 

Taylor,  Zaohary.    Mentioned. 904 

Tttbbs,  C.  B.    Mentioned. 367 

TempletOD,  William  J.    Mentioned ISd 

Temiessee.    Re-enforcements  for,  from  Virginia.    Communications  firom 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1068 

War  Department,  C.  S 1066 

Temiessee  Troops.    Mectioned. 

Infantry— ITfl^/mM/^ :  1st,  187,  389,  390,  770,  1067,  1068, 1071, 1076;  1st,* 
529,  530,  1030,  1067,  1095;  2d,*  851,  1013,  1031«  1067  ;  3d,*  1030,  1067, 
1068;  7th,  187,  389,  391,  460,  770,  968,  1067,  1068,  1072,  1080,  1095;  8tfa, 
13th,  992;  14th,  187,389,  770,  1067,  1068,  1072,  1080,  1095;  16th,  938» 
968 ;  44th,  938. 

Terilll,  James  B.    Mentioned 188-184,848 

Terry,  Hemy  D. 

Mentioned 413,415 

Beport  of  reconnaissance  to  Pohick  Church  and  the  Oocoquan  Biver,  Va., 

November  12,  1861 415 

Teny,  JamesM.    Mentioned 235 

Texas  Ttoops.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ir6^/meii«i ;  1st,  215,  529, 1030 ;  2d,  998;  4th,  5th,  938, 1030. 

Thomas,  Dr.    Mentioned 84 

Thomas,  Captain.    Mentioned. 412 

Thomas,  Evan.    Mentioned 70 

Thomas,  Frank.    Mentioned 932 

Thomaa,  John  Hanson.    Mentioned 194,196 

Thomas,  Lorensa    Mentioned ....  57, 60, 63, 81, 85, 149, 344, 346, 657, 662, 663, 688, 757 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Adfutani-OmierdFa^  Qfi^  U,  8,  A.) 

Thomas,  Richard  P.    Mentioned 449 

Thomson,  Clifford.    Mentioned 546,54^ 

Thompson,  Priyate.    Mentioned 494 

Thompson,  George  H.    Mentioned 285 

Thompson,  G^eorge  T.    Mentioned 460,463 

Thompson,  James.    Mentioned 414 

Thompson,  John.    Mentioned 188 

Thompson,  M.    Mentioned 1007 

Thompson,  Matthew.    Mentioned 412 

Thorbom,  C.E.    Mentioned 887 

Thornton  Station,  Va.   Beconnaissanceto,  October  21, 1861.   Beport  of  Amiel 
W.Whipple 888 

*  Pforlaional  Amy. 
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TbxookmortOD,  J.  A.    Ifentloiiied 493 

Tluoop,  N.  Ck    M6iiti<med 561 

ThnutOD,  C.  M, 

Conespondenoe  wiih  Army  HeadquAiten 023 

Report  of  ddrmidi  ftt  Soath  Brsnoh  Bridce,  W.  Ya.,  October  96, 1861 381 

Tlenuui,  nonuui  Ck    Mentioned 137 

niden,  Robert  A.    Mentioned... 906 

TQloa,  Thomas  T.    Mentioned 238 

Tobln,  JoMph  W.    Mentioned. 325 

Todd,  HteiryB. 

Mentioned 414,417,418,480 

Beport  of  reoonnaiseanoe  to  Pohidk  Chnrdi  and  the  Ocooqnan  BiTer,  Ya., 

Norember  12, 1861 419 

Tdlar,'W.  N.    Mentioned..... 371 

Tompklnfli  C.  B.   Mentioned • 240 

Tompkina,  C.  Q. 

Correspondenoe  with 

Lee,  BobertE 841 

Wi«e,  Henry  A - 786,787 

Mentioned 127,151,152,154,155,160,161,163,164,254,773,783, 

784,  787,  768,  793,  789,  800,  801,  804, 805, 815, 899, 832,  838-840,  859, 860 

Tompkiiia,  John  A.    Mentioned 239-241,565 

Toomba,  Robert. 

Aasigiiments  to  command 914,961 

Correepondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 87V 

Mentioned 892,914,953,961,1029,1061 

Toothman,  Davia.    Mentioned 463 

Torbert,  A.  T.  A.    Beport  of  advaaoe  of  Union  forces  into  Yirginia,  March 

7-11,1862 538 

Totten,  J.  A.    Mentioned 838 

Totten,  J.  O.    (For  correspondence,  etc,  see  Engineer  DepartmaU^  XJ,  8»  A,) 

Towner,  Anatln.    Mentioned 400,401 

Townaend,  B.  D.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Armg  Beadqmriere.) 
Townaend'a  Tvrry,  'W,  Va.    Operations  at^  November  6-15, 1861.    Beport  of 

8.W.  Crawfbrd 274 

(See  also  Wut  Virgimia,    OpenUUme  im  Kanawha  region,) 
Thide,  Interooorae,  eta    Commnnications  from 

AcUatantand  Inspector  (Seneral's  Office,  C.  S.  A •967 

Army  Headquarters 578 

Beale,  B.L.T 972,990 

Beaoregard,  O.  T 1038 

Buxton,  Francis  L 613 

Dix,  JohnA. 429,572,577,581,620,660,662 

Franklin,  W.B 582 

Holmes,  TheophilnsH 871 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 974,1006,1019,1069 

Jordan,  Thomas 928,978,979 

Pickett,  G.  E 991 

Pinkerton,  Allen 736,737,763 

Smithson,  WiUiam  T 1006 

Stewart,  H.  A 929 

War  Department,  C.  S 866,996,997 

Ttanaportatlon  Roatea.    Conmranications  £rom 

A^utant  and  Inspector  (General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 977 
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Tnuisportatlon  Roatei^    CommunioationB  ficom— Gontiiniied. 

Ashe,  W.  8 V 875 

Cabell,  W.  L gJ2 

Davis,  Jefferson 8S7 

Evans,  James  A 873 

Heth,  H ion 

Hanter,  8 668 

Johnston,  JosephE 878,873 

Powell,  W.L 667 

Qaartermaster-Generol's  Office,  C.  8.  A 871,875^1093 

8niith,  O.  W 907 

Snbslstence  Department,  C.  8.  A • 857 

Snllivan,  J.H 587 

War  Department,  C.  8 857,867, 871, 6«7 

Whitcomb,  H.  D 876 

Travit,  James  O.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Shenmndoah  Caun^f  ComrL) 

Treasury  Department,  U.  8.    Correspondence  with  John  A.  Diz 660,802,085 

Tremlett,  Hemy  M.    Mentioned 320 

Trimble,!.  R. 

Assignments  to  commaDd 953,961,987,1080 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  B.  A BBS 

Hnger,  BcDJamin 653 

Johnston,  JosephE 969 

Mentioned 827, 834, 835, 847, 851, 898, 949, 952, 954, 957, 961, 967, 1030, 1069 

Tripler,  Charles  8. 

Correspondence  with 

Eeeney,  Charles  C 656 

McClellan,  GeorgeB 97,98,100,101,105,107,657,664,713 

Peck,  John  J , 720 

Prince,  David -. 79 

Smith,  H.H 77 

Surgeon-Generars  Office,  U.  8.  A 100,111 

Mentioned 25,26,575 

Report  of  operations  of  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomao 

from  August  12,  1861,  to  March  17,  1862 76 

Ttowbrldge,  Charles  F.    Mentioned 30 

Trowbridge,  Peter.    Mentioned 419 

Tmehart,  Daniel,  Jr.    Mentioned 389,937 

Tucker,  Ftancis  H.    Mentioned 313 

Tuoker,  Isaac  M.    Keports  of 

Advance  of  Union  forces  into  Virginia,  March  7-11, 1862 540 

Little  River  Turnpike,  Ya.    8kirmish  on,  October  15, 1861 238 

Tucker,  John.    Mentioned 27,46 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  Vt^rtmtmt^  U.  8.) 
Tucker,  John  Randolph. 

Conespondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 819 

Mentioned 812,816 

Taoker,  Thomas.    Mentioned 46 

Turpin,  WiniamH.    Mentioned..^ 463 

Tatwller,  S.  T.    Correspondence  with  Quartermaster-Generars  Office,  C.  8.  A.     864 

Tyler,  Charlea  R.    Mentioned 425,066 

Tyler,  SrastusB.    Mentioned 118^ 

147, 157, 158, 260, 552, 555, 603, 778, 779, 782, 802, 809, 618 
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Tyler,  Nat. 

Correspondenoe  with  Robert  £.  Lee -874,879 

Mentioned ie3»864 

Tyndale,  Beotor.    MenUoned 841,243 

Tyree,  Mr.    Mentioned ..••••.••      788 

UmlMiigh,  Herbert.    Mentioned • 1098 

Union,  U.S.S.    Mentioned 689 

Union  Troope. 

Caanalties.    Betnms  of 

BaU'B  Bln£E;  Ya.    Engagement,  October  1^1, 1861 306. 

Camp  Alleghany,  W.  Va.    Engagement,  Deoember  13, 1861 487 

Camifix  Feiry,  Ganley  River,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  Sept.  10, 1861..      146 

Dranesyille,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Deoember  80, 1861 489 

Greenbrier  Kiver,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at,  October  3, 1861 883 

(See  also  reepeotive  zeporte.) 
Mentioned. 
Begttlars. 

Artillery— /Viy/inwili :  lat,  D,  17;  S,  17,19,665;  0, 16,19;  H,  15, 
80,566;  1, 16,19,291,893-897,308,330;  K,  19;  2d,  A,  15,  19;  B, 
15,19;  D,  16,81;  S,  16,19;  0,15,16,80,413-415;  1,17,83;  L,15; 
M,  15,16, 19;  3d,  C,  19;  S,  15,16,17;  F,  15,19;  a,  19;  K,  15, 
19;  L,19;  M,19;  4th,A,  19,768;  B,  81,708;  C,19;  B,88»G70; 
F,  15. 81, 400, 606, 719;  0,19,880,881,883,886,644,671,988;  1,118, 
131,145,586,670;  K,  15,19,578;  5Ui,A,15,19;  C,81;  D,168-171, 
173, 174, 178, 180, 183, 816, 569, 848 ;  F,  17, 80 ;  Z,  19 ;  K,  10, 15, 19. 
CAv^try—RegimMiB :  lat,  19,717;  2d,  15, 21, 30|561, 717«;  4tb,  1^ 

81, 717 ;  5th,  15, 19, 179, 816, 588, 717 ;  6th,  19, 717. 
Engineer*— ffaMa//o/ie :  A,  B,  C,  19,84. 

Infantry— irfl^/meA^i :  lat,  15 ;  2d,  15, 19 ;  3d,  15, 19 ;  4th,  6th,  19; 
8th,  15,21,30;  10th,  11th,  12th,  14th,  19;  17th,  19,81,30. 
Yolnnteere— /V«9imeffli  {8karp9kooter9) :  Berdan,  17, 80, 81, 108, 109, 816» 
713, 717. 

(For  State  organizations,  see  respective  reports.) 

Organisation  of.    Orders,  returns,  etc., 
Potomac.    Army  of  the. 

Aagnst4, 1861 16 

October  15, 1861 15-17 

March  14, 1868.    (Banks' command.) 757 

March,  1868.    (Corps) 18 

Strength  of.    Betnms  of 
Potomac,  Army  of  the. 

October  15, 1861 12 

November  18, 1861 650 

December  1, 1861-Maroh  1, 1868 18 

February  28, 1868 738 

April  30, 1868 13 

June  80, 1868 13 

July  10, 1868 13 

Western  Yiiginia,  Depsrtment  of.    October,  1861 G36 

Upper  Potomac  River.    Disposition  of  on,  January,  1868 704 

Upahaw,  B.  VT.    Mentioned 369,367 

Valk,  CralUa.    Mentioned 1010, 1011 

Valley  Biatxlot.    (Confederate.)    (See  DeparimeiU  of  Nartkam  VirifMa,) 

Van  Boren,  Daniel  T.    Mentioned 654 


1190  IHDEZ. 


Van  Camp,  Aoxon.    Mentioned 908 

Vanderbursh's  House,  Va.   AiEur  at^  Sept.  98^  1861.   (See  Ifvaaeii't  SiU,  Fa.) 
▼an  Bom,  Sari. 

Assignments  to  command • 880,913,960,1CS7 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard.  O.  T 690 

War  Department,  C.  S 990,984 

Mentioned 737, 797, 829, 877, 889, 893, 894»  913^ 

922, 930, 945, 954, 960, 973, 979, 986  987, 993, 1018, 1014, 1087, 1QS9, 1074 

Van  Xiear,  John  P.    Comspondenca  witli  Joseph  Hooker 736 

Van  Meter,  Jaoob.    (For  oosrespondenoe,  etc.,  see  jSisrdjf  CamUff  W.  Va.^  OU- 
Mens  of.) 

VanHipar,  Jamoa.    Mentioned 175 

Van  Sann,  Albert  H.    Mentioned 547 

Van  Siokall,  Sylvaatar. 

Mentioned 5® 

Report  of  advance  of  Union  forces  into  Virginia,  March  7-11, 1862 540 

Van  VUat,  Stewart.    Mentioned 87,88,88,89,575,618,660,669,769 

Vanghan,  Thomaa F.    Mentioned.... ^ 313y385,3GB 

Vermont  Ttoopa.    Mentioned. 
CskYaAry-^Regfrnwiit :  let, -21. 

Infantry— ira^/mMf^i ;  2d,  15,17,20,98,108,170,176,177,179,216,713,717 
3d,  15, 17, 20, 92, 106, 169, 170, 177, 179, 180, 816, 713, 717 ;  4th,  17, 80, 98, 106 
717;  5th,  17,20,92,108,717;  6th,  90,106,717. 

Vernon,  George  W.  F.    Mentioned 581 

Vlokera,  David.    Mentioned 128 

Viotoiy,  Sloop.    Capture  of,  l>ecember  15, 1861.    Bepoits  of 

Chapman,  Qeorge  H 469 

Hooker,  Joseph •..••• 469 

Vienna,  Va. 

Expedition  to,  Fehmary  88, 1868. 

Commaniealions  from  WiUiam  F.  Smith 510 

Report  of  Max  Friedman 509 

SkirmiBh  near,  November  86, 1861. 
Commnnications  from 

Averell,  W.^W 445 

Porter,  Fitz  John 445 

Stnart,  James  £.  B ;, 447 

Reports  of 

Bell,  Charles  A - 443 

Ransom,  Robert,  jr 446 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S;  (U.  S.  Frigate  BSenlmao).  Mentioned....  50,51,56,64,585,751,733 

Virginia,  Steamer.    Mentioned 759,765 

Virginia. 

Advance  of  Union  forces  into,  March  7-11, 1868.    Reports  of 

Alexander,  William 548 

Qreggf  DaYidUcM 548 

Hatfield,  David 539 

Kearny,  Philip ., 537 

McAllister,  Robert 538 

Simpson,  James  H 543 

Steams,  JosephK .••• .••••....••#.....      546 

Taylor,  George  W 542 

Torbeit,  Alfired  T.  A 538 

Tncker,  Isaac  M 540 


IKDEZ.  1191 


Virginia— Oantinaed. 

Adyance  of  Union  foz«ea  into,  March  7-11^  1868.    Beporto  of 

VwiSiokeU,8ylv6eter 640 

(See  alao  VirgkHa.    WUhdrawal  of  Coitfederate  forem  to  Bappdkannook  Um, 

Mareh  7-^,  1862.) 
ASain  in,  generally.    Commnnioations  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 939,961 

Davis,  Jefferson 766,8S9 

liCe,  Bobert  £ 1090 

War  Department,  C.  8 922 

Events.   Bommary  of  Principal 1-4 

Military  departments  embracing 604 

Militia.    Organization  of.    Services,  etc. 
Commnnications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  Office,  C.  S.  A 888, 1104 

Hnnter.A 889 

Hntter,  F.  C 936 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 826,934 

•       Lee,  Robert  £ 790 

Meem,GUbert  8 808 

Mnrphy,  G.  W 820 

Tncker,  John 819 

Virginia,  Governor  of , 818,821,1097 

War  Department, 0.  8 810,816,820 

Mentioned 123,247,248,390,395,306, 

652,  662,  771,  778-781,  784,  791,  794,796,800,808.810-812,814,816-821, 
d26,  840,  889,  891,  893,  910,  911,920,931,934,937,942,969,976,964,991, 
993, 1006,  lOSO,  1024, 1027,  1034,  1040,  1070,  1091,  1097-1099, 1101, 1104 
Petitions,  etc. 

Officers  Seventh  Brigade 820 

Shenandoah  Connty  Conrt,  members  of 817 

Proceedings.    Meetings  of  citizens  of 

Lancaster  Conn^ 910 

Northnmberland  Connty 910 

Strength  o£    Recnms  of 

Angnst  31,1861 806 

October  31,  1861 933 

Operations  in 

Eastern  Shore.    (See  Virginia,  EoiUm  Shore.) 
Northeastern. 
(See 

AwumdaU,  Va,    BHrtHah  at,  December  2, 1861. 

BaUeg^e  Comere,  Vtu    Skirmieh  at,  Auguet  26-30, 1861. 

BalVe  Croee-Boadif  Va.    Skkmieh  at,  Auguet  27-28, 1861. 

Burke  Stahoaj  Va.    Sldrmieh  at,  December  4;  1861. 

Cedar  Bun,  Va.    Beeonnaieeainee  to,  March  14-16, 1862. 

Doolan'e  Farm,  Va.  Capture  of  Vn/ion  ferag^ng  party  at,  Nov.  16, 1861. 

Fairfax  Caurt-ffouee,  Va. 

Setmi  to,  December  24-25, 1861. 
SUrmUh  near,  yotemher  27, 1861. 
FalU  Church,  Va.    SMrmiah  at,  November  18, 1861. 
Flint  mn,  Va.    ExpedWone  to,  February  7-22,  1862. 
Bunter't  Mill,  Va. 

Expedition  to,  February  7, 1862. 
Beconnaieeanoe  to,  October  20, 1861. 
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Virginia— Oontinned. 
Operations  in 
Northeastern 
(See 

LewinsvilUf  Vd, 

Action  atf  Septemker  11, 1861. 
8hirmi$he$  at,  September  10-25, 1861. 
JaUU  River  Turnpike,  Va.    SkirmUh  on,  Oetobor  15, 1861. 
MuneonU  Hill,  Fa.    SUrmiek  at,  August  31,  1861. 
Potomae  Biver,  Upper.    Operatione  on, 
Sangtter  Station,  Va.    Skirmiek  at,  March  9, 1862. 
SpHngfield  Station,  Va,    JSkirmUh  at,  October  3, 1861. 
Tkomton  Station,  Va.    Beoonnaitaanoe  to,  October  20, 1861. 
randerburgk*B  Houee,  Va.    Affair  at,  Septemher  28,  1861. 
Vienna,  Va. 

Expedition  to,  Februarjf  22, 1862. 
Skirmiek  at,  November  26, 1861.) 
Northern  Neck.*    (See  Potomac  Bluer,  Lower.) 
Peninsula-    (See  Penineular  Campaign.) 
Bappahannock  line.    Coinmonications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson • 1102 

Holmes,  Theophilos  H U06 

Lee,  RobertE 1099, 110S-U05 

Shenandoah  Valley.    (See  Potomac  Biver,  Upper.) 
Southwestern.    (See  West  Virginia,  Kanawka  region.) 
(See  also  Virginia,  Advance  of  Union  and  mtkdrawal  of  Confederate  foroet.) 

Union  sentiment  in 512, 733-735;827, 919, 972,  lOM 

Withdrawal  of  Confederate  forces  to  Rappahannock  line,  March  7-9, 1862. 
Communications  ftrom 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1096 

Dahlgren,  John  A SSS 

Davis,  Jefferson 527,1083,1088,1096 

Holmes,  Theophilus  H 1100 

Hooker,  Joseph SS4 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 1081-1083. 1085, 1088, 1090, 1091, 1097, 1101,  llOi 

Lee,  RobertE 1090 

McClcUaD,  GeorgeB 524 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1093 

Smith,  G.  W 1095,1096 

War  Department,  Q.S 5:2»,1096 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 531,1093,1004 

Order,  congratulatory.     (Holmes) 539 

Reports  of 

Archer,  J.  J 534 

Hampton,  Wade • 533 

Hooker,  Joseph 524-586 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 596 

Lee,  Stephen  D 535 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 588,531 

Wymau,  Robert  H 536 

Transportation  (ICth  N.  C.  Vols.).    Report  of  D.  F.  Summey 536 

(See  also  Virginia.    Advance  of  Union  forces  into,  Marck  7-11,  1862.) 
Virgioia,  Adjutant  General  of.   Correspondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 939 

*£egion  lying  between  the  Potomao  and  BappahsBnook  Sivers. 
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Virginia,  Oovomorof. 
Correspondence  with 

Dayia,  Jeffenon 821,1063 

JaokBon,  Thomas  J 1062 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ • 1051 

Morphy,  O.  W 820 

Shenandoah  County  Court • 817 

War  Department.  C.  8 818,917,922,1060 

Remarks  ot    Condition  of  militia  of  Nelson  County,  Va 888 

Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned. 

ArUUery~^a«/8f/M;  Adams',  995;  Alexandria,  1029;  Alleghany,  390; 

Amherst,  1031;  Ashland,  1031;  Bowyer's,  1030;  Courtney's,  1030; 

Danville,  226-228,  229,231-236,  389-391,460,880,1076;  Fauquier,  1020; 

FluTanna,  1031 ;  Fredeiloksbnrg,  1031 ;  Oooohland,  995 ;  Hampden, 

460;  Holman's,  1031;  Jaokaon'a,  995;  King  William,  1029;  Lee,  225, 

226,232,233,463,468;  Irt>udoun,  24^-1029 ;  Marye'a,  389, 390 ;  Miller's, 

463,468;  Morris,  1031;  Nelson  Light,  10  <>9 ;  Powhatan,  1031;  Puroell, 

114, 851, 1031 ;  Rioe'a,  226, 228, 229, 231, 232, 234  ;  Richmond  Howitsers, 

1030;  Bives',  1030;  Rookbridge,  389-391,939.940,1031;  Staiford,  lOOd, 

1031;  Staunton,  530,957,1030;  Thomas,  1029;  Watera'  {West  AuguBta 

Guards,  5<*  To.  /.),  390 ;  "Wiae  Legion,  157. 836, 849, 1029. 

CttvalTy^Batiaihna :  White's,  513,516,  549.    Companies:  Beale's,*  809; 

Beckett's,!  157,804,852;  Caroline  Light  Dragoona,*  851, 1031;  Com's.t 

157,777,  804,  852;  ChurohvlUe,  225;  Essex/  10:12;  Lancaster,*  809, 

1032;  Lee's  Rangers,*  967;  Lnnenberg,*  967;  PiUsylvania,  463,  467, 

468;  Richarda',  967;  Staiford  Rangers,*  651,  1031;  Taylor's,*  1032. 

HegimenU:  1st,  173,181,183,184,442,443,448,475,777,881,1004,1030;  2d, 

490, 491, 516,  737,  1025, 1030, 1069 ;  3d,  499 ;  4th,  3G&-372, 737, 1030 ;  6th^ 

513, 514, 737, 953, 1030 ;  7th,  201-205, 209-212, 242, 248, 389, 390, 392,  513, 523, 

600,  808,  847,  858,  892,  919,  924,  934,  943,  1004,  1005,  lOni,  1050;  8th,  995, 

1000, 1052, 1078, 1098;  9th,  1105.    Squadrons :  Lee's,*  967. 

Infantry— ffaMat/Zwis:  1st  {Regulars),  389;  Hanabrough's,  225,  233,  462, 

463,  467,  468.    BegimMia:  1st,  825,  1029;   2d,  389,  390, 1031;  4th,  389, 

1031;  5th,  389,  1031;  7th,  825, 1029;  8th,  242,  313,  349,350,353,354,  357- 

359, 362, 364, 367, 514, 585, 591, 737, 1029 ;  11th,  475, 480, 490-494,  825,  1029 ; 

13th,  181,  183,  1030;  16th,  1030;  17th,  825,  1029;  18th,  492,  825,  1029; 

19th,  825, 1029;  20th,  880;  21st,  389,  460, 1005. 1070;  2  2d,  127, 152, 156, 

157, 159,  160,  776,  784, 787,  789, 793, 799-801,  803, 805, 829, 831, 832, 838-843, 

856, 860, 861, 901, 995, 1000, 1026, 1078, 1098 ;  23d,  156, 187, 225, 229, 231, 23S, 

389, 1005, 1069;  24th,  737,  825,  1029;  25th,  187,  225, 231, 232, 463, 466-468 ; 

27th,  389, 915, 977 ;  1031 ;  28th,  825, 1029 ;  29th  825, 1005, 1010;  30th,  1031 ; 

31st,  187, 225, 229, 233, 462-4G^ ;  33d,  389, 977, 1031 ;  36th,  127, 152, 154, 156, 

157, 160, 783, 789,  793,  799-801,  K03,  805,  837,  840, 841, 901,  995, 1000 ;  37th, 

187,230,389,391,1005;  38th,  1029;  40th,  993,  1006,1018,1032;  42d,  389; 

44th,  225,  229,  231,  232,  460,  461,  499;  45th,  509,  772,901,995, 1000, 1078, 

1098 ;  47tb,  809, 851, 1013, 1031 ;  48th,  389, 391 ;  49th,  515, 1030 ;  50th,  772, 

901.995,1,000;  51st,  157,901,995,  1,000;  52d,  225, 462,  463,  468,  899,  900; 

55th,  1032:  56th,  938, 1009, 1010 ;  57th,  938, 1045 ;  58th,  460, 912 ;  60th, 

976, 982, 992, 1,000. 

Militia— Compa/i/M;  Baylor's  Mounted,  248;  HenderBon'%  248,389,943. 

BegimwiU:  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  820,  825;  14th,  393;  31st,  406,  825,  933; 

51st,  406, 825, 933;  55th,  933;  67th,  406, 933;  77th,  201,204, 200, 207, 393; 

*  AAaigned  to  0th  Virgin  la  Cavafry,  Jnnniiry  18, 1860. 
t  Sabseqaently  aaaigned  to  8tli  Yirglsta  Cavalry. 
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Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned-^oiitinued. 

Militia^RegfrnMia :  79th,  393;  89tll,  383, 406,  8S5,  033;  114tli,  901,  S04, 
S07-809,  383,  383,^393,  826,  892;  122d,  825,  933;  184tX&,  1024,  1025; 
Wharton's,  157, 160. 
Mlsoellaneoiu—Wlae  Legion,  115-118,  122-127,  150-166^  775,  777,  784-788, 
790-797, 799, 800, 802, 804, 810, 812, 823,  831, 832,  836-844,  848,  854,  859,  860, 
862, 868, 879, 901, 908, 918, 980, 1026, 1077. 
Virginia,  Eaatem  Shore. 

AfEuTB  in,  generally.    Communioations  £rom 

Dix,  John  A 581,614,616,620,660,662,665,685 

McClellan,  GeorgeB 612 

Merrill,  GeorgeS 581 

War  Department,  U.  S 756 

Expedition  throagh  Aooomao  and  Northampton  ConntioB,  Nov.  14-22, 1861. 

Commnnications  from  John  A.  Dix 424-428,431-433,623,641 

Instmctionsof  John  A.  Dix 424-4S8 

Proclamation  of  John  A.  Dix  to  people  of 431 

Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 4S9 

Knight,  John  H 434 

Lockwood,  Henry  H 433-436 

Vreeland,  Henry.    Mentioned 541 

"Wade,  Beqjamln  F.    (For  oorxespondenoe,  ete.,  see  Comgnu,  U,  &) 
"Wadsworth,  James  8. 

Correspondence  with  Qeorge  B.  MoClellan 57 

MenUoned 16, 18, 22, 56, 60-62, 68, 441, 699, 706, 718, 759, 106 

Report  of  capture  of  Union  foraging  party  at  Doolan's  Farm,  Ya.,  NoTem- 

berl6, 1861 437 

IKTagner,  G^eorge  D. 

Mentioned 186,222 

Report  of  operations  in  Cheat  Mountain,  W.  Va.,  Septemher  11-17, 1861..      188 

"Wagner,  Orlando  0.    Mentioned 25,565,589 

"Walker,  John  O. 

Assignments  to  command • 851 

Mentioned 851,968,1031 

"Walker,  John  H.    Mentioned 486 

Walker,  Leroy  P 147,800,801,805,808,810,817,820,821,828,895,842,846 

(For  correspondence,  eto.|  see  War  Dtparimmt,  C  &) 

Walker,  Madison.    Mentioned 861,862 

Walker,  R  L.    Mentioned 115 

^KTalker,  W.  B.  T. 

Assignments  to  command • 809,914 

Mentioned 797,8(6,829,892,914,954 

Wallace,  James  D. 

Mentioned 138 

Report  of  engagement  Camifix  Ferry,  Ctenley  River,  W.  Ya.,  September  10, 

1861 138 

^KTallis,  a  Teakle.    Mentioned Id4-196 

Walton,  Benjamin  "W.    Mentioned 235 

Walton,  J.  B.    Mentioned 737,1031 

"Walton,  Moses.    (For  correspondence,  etc,  see  Skaumdoak  County  Cotui,) 

"Walworth,  P.P.    Mentioned 120 

^War,  Connoils  of.    Proceedings  of 55,884 

Ward,  George  H.    Mentioned 294,295,309,310,314 

"Ward,  William  M    Mentioned 137 
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^^ar  Department,  C.  8.    Conespondenoe  with 

A^jntant  and  Inspector  General's  Offloey  €•  S.  A — 363,1009 

Anderson,  S.  B 1071 

A8hby,Tniner 936 

Baldwin,  John  B 899 

Beale,  B.L.  T. 990,996 

Beauregard,  G.T 877,8^,904,905,1008,1038,1048 

Davis^A.  W.  G 943,947 

Davis,  Jeflbrson 368*,  469, 1050, 1080 

Davis,  J.  Laoias 961 

£Yans,NathanG 352,353 

Floyd,  John  B 148,809,809,900,905,917,934,927,955,1000 

Hardy  County,  W.  Va.,  Citizens  of 880 

Harman,  M.  G 919 

HaymondyT.  S 1008 

Heth,  H 1073 

Hill,  D.H.... 1027.1036 

Holmes,  TheophUus  H 588,866,871,923,928,997,1090,1096 

Hnger,  Benjamin 905 

Hunter,  Andrew 827,889 

Jackson,  H.  R 229 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 909, 921, 937, 939, 965, 982, 988, 1083, 1039, 1043, 1048, 1053 

Johnson,  Edward 464 

Johnston,  Joseph  £ 816, 

820,  826,  830,  834,  847,  857,  873,  877,  881,  883,  888,  889,  898,  896,  906, 
913,  914,  923,  925,  926,  940,  941,  951,  953-955,  9^,  966,  970,  974,  987, 
993, 1006, 1011, 1012, 1014, 1015, 1019,  1020, 1023, 1028, 1035, 1036, 1043, 
1045, 1048, 1049, 1051, 1053, 1056, 1057, 1069, 1064. 1066, 1072, 1073, 1075 

Jordan,  Thomas 928,978 

Lee,Bobert£ 905 

Loring,  W.  W 935,968,975,978,993,1003,1054,1070 

Maciarland,  William  H 1010 

Magruder,  John  B • 905 

Meem,  Gilberts 810 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  8.  A 832 

Peters,  William  £ 1024 

Price,  Samuel 968 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 833,867,871,875 

Kanson,  James  L 887,890 

Reynolds,  A.  W ^ 1048 

Smith,  B.M 999 

Stewart,  H.  A 989 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 833,835,857 

Toombs,  Robert • 877 

Tucker,  J.  R 819 

Van  Dom,  Earl 930,934 

Virginia,  Governor  of 818,917,988,1060 

Wise,  Henry  A 148 

'Wax  Department,  U.  8. 
Correspondence  with 

Adyntant-General's  Office,  U.  &  A 346 

Army  Headquarters 673 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P 193,568,683,711,783 

Carlile,  John  8 561 
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'War  Department,  U.  8. — Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Congress  U.  8.    House  of  BepresentatiTea 316 

Dahlgren,  John  A 526,759,760 

Dix,  John  A 738,746 

Garrett,  John  W 731 

Geary,  John  W 517 

McCally  George  A 476 

McClellan,  George  B 9,36,42,56,57,62, 

342,  58^587,  5&S,  61(>,  619,  621,  727-730,  739-743,  747,  749-752,  754-738 

Myer,  Albert  J 560 

Nayy  Department,  U.  8 573,732,757 

Negley,  James  8 ^1 

Peirpoint,  F.  H 390,691 

Eosecrans,  W.  8 S57,765 

Spencer,  V.  B 765 

Stager,  Anson 697 

SUte  Department,  U.8 700 

Wool,  John  E 749,753,754 

Orders  of,  January  28,  1(^2.    Arrist  of  Charles  P.  Stone 341 

Wareham,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 486 

Warfield,  Kexiry  BI.    Mentioned 194-196 

^07arren,  O.  K.   Mentioned •• 426,4^ 

Warren,  Horaop  K.    Mentioned 169 

Warren,  9.  B.    Mentioned ^. 135 

Warrenton  Joncttozi,  Va.    Report  of  £.  V.  Sumner  of  reconnaiHsance  to, 

March  29,  1862 55 

Washburn,  Jamea.     Mentioned 496 

Waahington,  D.  C. 

Defense  of  (immediate),  measures  for.    Communications  from 

Barnard,  J.Q  624,626,626,671,676,678,698 

Barry,  WilUam  F 01,624,636,628 

McCleUan,  Georsc  B 60,563,601,622 

Union  troops  in  and  about,  October  15,  1861 12 

Works  in  vicinity  of.    Description  and  names  of 611, 628, 654 

'Waahington,  Department  of.    Merged  into  the  Department  of  the  Potomac . .      567 

Waahingtoo,  Mr.    Mentioned 839 

Waahington,  John  A.    Mentioned 186 

'Wamm,  Anael  D.    Mentioned 330 

Wayne  Conrt-Houae,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  August  26-27, 1861.    (See  Sum- 
mary  of  Principal  EvenU,  p.  1.) 

'Waterhonae,  John  W.    Mentioned 486 

Wataon,  P.  H.    Mentioned /..        64 

Wattat  J.  W.    Mentioned 849 

Wayne,  H.  C. 

Assignments  to  command 1025 

Mentioned 1023,1025 

^KTeaver,  Arthur  J.    Mentioned 496 

Webb,  A.  S.    Mentioned 14 

Webster  County,  W.  Va.     Skirminhes  iu,  December  29-30,  1861.    Extract — 

'^  Uecord  of  EvtitUf"  Dex)artmon&  of  Western  Virginia,  December,  1861 496 

Webater,  Oeorge. 

Mentioned 458 

Beport  of  descent  upon  Hunters ville,  W.  Va.,  Januarys,  1862 406 

Weedon,  Jamea  H.    Mentioned 469 
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Page. 

'Weiaiger,  Daniel  K.    Mentioned 369,370 

^ITeitzel,  Godfrey.    Mentioned 40 

Welbom,  J.  W.    Mentioned 364-307,309 

"Weloh,  Tbomaflb    Mentioned 386,387 

"WcUor,  Hennann.    Mentioned 452 

WeUes,  Oideon.    Mentioned 41,526,577,582,751,757 

(For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navy  Department^  U.  S.) 

'Wellei,  John  H.    Mentioned 295 

Wellfl,  Oeorge  D. 

Correspondence  with  Joseph  Hooker 648 

Mentioned 385,421,653 

Report  of  affair  at  month  of  Mattawoman  Creek,  Md.,  November  14,  1861..      422 

'Weaelowald,  M.    Mentioned 144 

"Weaaelhoeft,  Reinhold.    Mentioned 317 

^SSTest,  N.  O.    Mentioned 246 

"Weaty  Oliver  R.   Mentioned 498 

"Weat  Virginia. 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Commnnications  from 

Acyntant-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 666,670,688 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A r 84b 

Army  Headquarters 554,605,625 

CarlUe,  Johns 561 

Davis,  Jefferson 829 

Fisher,  Henry  J 914 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 965 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 966 

Lnte,  Ralph ^ 674 

McClellan,  Oeorge  B 555,563,564,722 

Macfarland,  William  H 1010 

Peirpoint,  Francis  H 590,615,639,674,691 

Price,  Samnel 1010 

Roseorans,  W.  8 562,554,565,666,663,669,687,721,734,744,757,765 

Bamnels,  H.  1 674 

Virginia,  Governor  of • 917 

War  Department,  C.  B 905 

War  Department,  U.  8 557 

Events.    Summary  of  Principal l~4 

Floyd's  Brigade.    Report  of  George  Deas  of  inspeotion  of 995 

Operations  in 

Cheat  Mountain  region.* 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A . .  937, 938, 940, 965, 967 

Baldwin,  John  B 899 

Harman,  M.  G 912 

Jackson,  H.R 895.912 

Jackson,  Thomas  J 1003, 1004 

Johnson,  Edward 989,1104 

Jones,  Joseph 880 

Lee,  Robert  E 846,1101 

Loring,  W.W 964.983,989,1001 

Milroy,  R.  H 699 

Reynolds,  J.  J 644 

Roeecrans,  W.  S 1..  603,662,699 

*  Inolades  operationa  in  region  hetwsea  Kanswha  md  Upper  Potomao  and  on  line  of  Bsltimoro  and 
(Hdo  Bailrosd  west  of  Mazyland. 
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Wast  Virgiiiia— Continaed. 
OperatioDBin 

Ch6at  Mountain  Begion. 
Commnnications  from 

Qnartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  S.A 864,888,890 

War  Department,  C.  8 , 93S.1003 

September  11-17, 1861. 

Orders  of  Bobert  E.  Lee UH 

Reports  of 

Higgine,  David  J 190 

Kimball,  Nathan 185 

Oven,  Richard —     186 

Re jnolda,  Josepli  J — 184 

Bast,  Albert m 

Wagner,  George 188 

(See  alao 
Camp  AUeghawjf,  W.  Va.    Etigagemeut  a<,  December  13, 1861. 
CaeevUU,  W.  Va.    SkirmUk  at,  Septea^er  S3, 1861. 
Chmt  Siver,  fV,  To.    Shirmiek  on  Drff  Fork^  Jatmarjf  S,  1862. 
Orttfton,  W,  Va,    8kirmi$k  near,  Awguet  13, 1861. 
BowOVs  Bua,  W,  To.    Skirmiek  at,  Septea^er  6^  1861. 
WoHMngUm,  W.  Va.    Skirmiik,  SepUmber  8, 1861.) 
Kanawha  region.* 

Commonications  from 

AdiJatant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  0. 8.  A.  888|  976, 982, 992, 1045 

Arbnckle,  M 665 

Army  Headquarters.... 618,6SB 

CaldweU,  Josepli lOM 

Caperton,  A.  T 105S 

Cleary,  F.  D 856 

DaTi8,A.  W.G 943,947 

DaTis,  J.  Lndiis 782,961 

Deas,  George 851 

Floyd,  John  B 706,774,776,780,782,783,785, 

786,788,790-794,796,798,800,802,804,806,807,809,819,822,893,826, 
831, 837, 841, 844, 846, 848, 860-854, 859, 802, 881, 900, 917, 924, 987, 982 

Heth,  H 778,1073,1077 

Howe,  WimamH 1024 

Jenifer,  W.  H 1044,1063 

Lee,  Roberts 768, 

771,  774,  781,  785,  799,  810,  823, 842, 868,  874,  878, 879,  908^  1096 

Lncas,  Daniel  B 806 

Mathews,  Mason 864 

MiUer,  S.  A 860 

Peters,  William  £ 1024 

Price,  Samnel 865,968 

Reynolds,  A.  W 1026^1042 

Roemer,  B 849 

Rosecrans,  W.  S 259-272,282,599,602,603,615^662 

8oammon,£.  P 696 

Syme,  W.  H 866,870 

Tompkins,  C.  Q 786,841 

Tyler,  Nat 874,879 

War  Department,  C.  S 966,1000 

*lBoladM  apersUou  on  Gncabriw  lad  New IUtbc^  sIm  region  soath  sad  watt  of  Kaaswha BItse. 
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^fVest  Virsioia—Ooiitiniiad. 
Operations  in 

Kanawha  region. 

Commnnications  from 

War  Department,  U.  S flSl 

Wiae^HeniyA 768,770,771.773,774,776,777,779,780,7188- 

784, 786-780,  791,792, 794, 766, 798, 800, 80&-806h  812, 822, 829, 831, 832, 
^,838,839,842,844, 845,849,852,854-856,860-862,  868,  873,  878,879 
(SeealBO 
BeokUjf,  fT.  Va.,    OocmpaUonof,  Dtoember^,  1861. 
Blms  Crwk,  W.  Va,    Skirmiih  «U,  September  1, 1861. 
Blw  atone,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  at  the  mouth  of  the,  February  8, 1862. 
Boone  CoerUHonee,  W,  Va,    Skirmieh  at,  Seiptemher  1, 1861. 
Braxton  Coan^,  W.  Va.    SIArmUihee  in,  December  29-30, 1861. 
Cami{fiK  Ferry,  W,  Va.    Kngagememt  at,  September  10, 1861. 
Clay  County,  W.  Va.    Shirmiehee  in,  December  29-30, 1861. 
Cotton  Hill,  W.  Va.    SkirmUh  at,  October  13, 1861. 
Croee-Lanee,  W.  Va.    Action  at,  Auguet  26, 1861. 
Fayetleville,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  near,  Ifovemher  14,  1861. 
Greenbrier,  W.  Va.    SUrmieh  at,  October  31,  1861. 
Oreenbrier  River,  W.  Va.    Ettgagement  at,  October  3,  1861,  and 

ekirmieh  at,  December  12, 1861. 
Ouyandotte,  W.  Va.    Affair  at,  November  10, 1861. 
Ouyamdotie  Valley,  W.  Va.    Eepedition  to,  January  12-23,  1862. 
MawVe  Keet,  W.  Va.  Skirmiehee  near,  Auguet  SO-September  2, 1861. 
HumterevUle,  W.  Va.    Deecent  upon,  January  3, 1862. 
Kanawha  Gap,  W.  Va.    Action  at,  September  25, 1861. 
Kanawha  Valley,  W.  Va. 

Laurel  Fork  Creek,  W.  Va.    Bk^rmieh  at,  Auguet  20,  1861. 
Logam  Court-Houee,  W.  Va.    EaBpediUo>n  to,  January  12^23, 1862. 
2ieadow  Bl^ff,  W.  Va.    Expedition  to,  December  15-21,  1861. 
Peytona,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  near,  Septeeeber  12, 1861. 
Piggo^e  mil,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  near,  Auguet  25, 1861. 
Princeton,  W.  Va.    Action  at,  September  16,  1861. 
Boane  County,  W.  Va.    Affair  in,  December  15,  1861. 
Sattowille,  W.  Va.    Capture  of,  December  29,  1861. 
Wayne  Court-Houee,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  at,  Auguet  86-27, 1861. 
WOt^er  County,  W.  Va.    Skirmiehee  im,  December  29-30, 1861.) 
October  19-Noyember  16, 1861. 

EyentB.    Summary  of  Principal • 250 

Reports  of 

Benham,  Henry  W 278 

Floyd,JohnB 285,286 

Boeeorans,  W.  8 250-252 

(See  also 
Blaki^e  Farm,  W.  Va.    Skirmiehee  at,  November  10-11, 1861. 
Oauley,  W.  Va.    SkirmiBh  at,  October  23,  1861. 
Laurel  Qretik,  Cotton  Hill,  W.  Va.    Skirmieh  on,  Nov.  12, 1861. 
McCoy'e  Mill,  W.  Va.    Skirmiehee  near,  November  14, 1861. 
New  Biver,  W.  Va,    Skirmiehee  on,  October  19-21, 1861. 
Towneen^e  Ftrry,  W.  Va.    Operatione  at,  Nov.  6-15, 1861.) 
Proclamations  to  people  of. 

Kelley,  B.  F 688 

Boeeorans,  W.  S 575 

Union  sentiment  in . .  151, 378, 412, 502, 638, 771, 809, 845, 846, 901, 916, 924, 984, 1078 


1200  ncDEX. 


West  Virgixiia  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Aitmery^Reg/ments  (Ught)  :  1st,  A,  22,  183,  220,  221,  379,  404 ;  B,  23. 
Cavalry— Compa/f/M :  Oilmore's,  135,  139;  McOae's,  379,  380;   West's, 

135,  l:)9,  271.    Reg/ments  :  1st,  404,  496, 636,  675;  ad,  670. 
Infantry— ^^/rnenfs :  1st,  22,  404,  636,  719 ;  ad,  185,  457,  458,  496-498,  590, 
636, 644;  3d,  379,  496;  4tb,  379, 615, 670, 675;  5th,  412,  636, 670, 675;  7tli, 
22^,  379;  Sth,  636,  670;  9th,  411,  412,  636;  10th,  636;  11th,  636;  12tb, 
22,636. 
Western  Virginia,  Department  o£    ( Union. ) 

Constitated  and  limits  defined....^ 604,616,647,706,733 

Orders,  General,  series  1861:  No.  1,  616;  No.  16,  685;  No.  20,  691.    (See  also 

Department  of  Ohio,) 
Record  of  Events.    Extract  from 

Meadow  BInff,  W.  Va.    Expedition  to,  December  15-21, 1861 470 

Raleigh  C.  H.,  W.  Va.    Occnpation  of,  by  Union  forces,  Dec.  29, 1861 ..      495 

Roane  County,  W.  Va.    Aflfair,  December  15,  1861 46» 

Sutton ville,  W.  Va.    Capture  of,  and  skirmishes  in,  Braxton,  Clay,  and 

Webster  Counties,  W.  Va.,  December  29-30, 1861 496 

Roeecrans,  W.  8.    Assigned  to  command 604 

Union  troops.    Return  of,  for  October,  1861 636 

Wetherell,  BamneL    Mentioned 386 

Wetael,  Mr.    Mentioned 914 

Whaley,  Kellian  ▼.    Mentioned 412 

"Wharton,  Gabriel  O.    Mentioned 784 

Wheat,  C  R.    Mentioned 737 

Wheeler,  Joseph  C.    Report  of  affair  at  Qayandotte,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  10, 1861..      411 
'Whipple,  Amiel  W.    Report  of  reconnaissance  to  Hunter's  Mill  and  Thornton 

Station,  Va.,  October  20, 1861 ., 288 

^Thipple,  Lewis  T.    Mentioned 4flS 

Whipple,  Willam  D.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  John  A.  Dix.) 

Whitaker,  J.  H.    Mentioned 446,447 

'Wiiitoomb^  H.  D.    Correspondence  with  W.  8.  Ashe 876 

White,  A.  L.    Mentioned 407 

White,  Albert.    Mentioned. 419 

^Thite,  Carr  B. 

Mentioned 134,135,199,281 

Reports  of 

Camifix  Ferry,  Qanley  River,  W.  Va.    Engagement  at.  Sept,  10, 1861..      137 

Laurel  Creek,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  on,  November  12,  1861 283 

Wlilte,  Elijah.    Mentioned 362,367,371 

Whltesides,  James  A.    Mentioned 465 

Whiting,  Jaspers.    Mentioned 1069 

"Whiting,  W.  H.  O. 

Assignments  to  command 913,960 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A...-. 961,962 

Beauregard,  G.T 960 

Hampton,  Wade 531,1002,1093,1094 

Johnston,  Joseph  E 847,944.946,949,956-868. 

970, 971, 982, 965, 986, 1060, 1069, 1062, 1085, 1090, 1091, 1097, 1101, 1102 

Smith,  G.  W 953,966 

Mentioned v 215,524,528,532,744,797,889, 

892-894,  913,  955-960,  962,  963,  970,  971,  974,  979,  985,  987,  988,  994 

1011-1013, 1015, 1018, 1020, 1028,  1030,  1035,  1075, 1881-1083, 1100, 1106 

Reports  of  withdrawal  of  Confederate  forces  to  Rappahannock  line 688,531 
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"Wliitmaii,  Georse  J.    Report  of  skirmish  at  Bulivar  Heights,  W.  Va.,  October 

1«,  1BS2 246- 

Wliitmoino,  J.  J.    Mentioned 407 

'Whittez^  A  ML    Mentioned.   449* 

'Wicker,  Frank  N.    Mentioned 76^ 

'Wicteliain, 'WiJIlam  C.    Mentioned 950 

'Wlebsoke,  CharloB.    Mentioned 54L 

Wigfall,  Iioiila  T. 

Assignments  to  command 914, 061 

Correspondence  with  Jefferson  Dt^yis 882- 

Mentioned 031, 797, 914, 926, 93H|  953, 956, 957, 958, 961, 1030, 1097 

Report  of  engagement  at  Freestone  Point,  Va.,  September  25,  1 861 21& 

Wilbert,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 382. 

"Wiloox,  Cadmus  M. 

Asstf^niocnts  tooommand 914,922,961 

Mentioned 914,922,953,961,1029,1001 

"Wild,  Bdward  A.    Mentioned 422,423,597 

"Wilder,  JohnT.    Mentioned 223 

'Wildman,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 351,371 

Wildxlok,  John  A.    Mentioned 54L 

"WiUdns,  ^William  D. 

Mentioned 521 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Winchester,  Va.,  March  7,  1862 522 

'Wilkinson,  Arthur.    Mentioaed 409-411 

^TilUams,  Captain.    Mentiined 332 

'Williams,  Private.    Mentioned 453 

Williams,  Alpheus  8. 

Mentioned 18,21^ 

49, 57, 339, 403, 514, 696, 697, 702, 703, 726, 727, 731-735, 740, 755, 757, 107» 
Reports  of 

BnnkerHill,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  March  5,  1862 517 

Winchester,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  March  7, 1862 520 

'WiUiams,  James  T.    Mentioned 235 

Williams,  Jeremiah.    Mentioned 497,498 

'Williams,  John  V.    Mentioned 114 

Williams,  Zrfiwrenoe  A.    Mentioned 5G3,57& 

I^Uiams,  Robert.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Nathaniel  P.  BankB.) 
Williams,  8.  C.    (For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Shenandoah  County  Court.) 
'V^Uiams,  Seth. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 748 

Mentioned 23,86,88,93,100,343,374,575,614,624,634,682,724 

(For  corri'spondenco,  etc.,  see  also  George  B,  MoClellan,) 

'Williams,  TVilllam  D.    Mentioned 386- 

'Williamson  (Guide).    Mentioned 519,520' 

'Williamson,  Robert  8. 

Correspondence  with  George  B.  McClellan 625,629 

Mentioned 372, 384, 408, 63l-63:<,  647 

Report  of  affairs  aronnd  Bndd's  Ferry,  Md.,  Oct.  22-Nov.  12, 1861 373-377 

Williamson,  Thomas  O.    Mentioned 1H6,187 

177iiliamson,  Thomas  H.    Mentioned 949 

Williard,  George  L.    Mentioned 30 

•Willlard,  P.    Mentioned 729 

'Willis,  Edward.    Mentioned 463,46a» 

76  E  R— VOL  V 
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'WIlllB,  James.    Mentioned 407 

'Wilnon,  Colonel.    Mentioned 67S 

'Wilson,  Fountain.    Mentioned 76 

'Wilaon,  Jacob  P.     Mentioned 50^50$ 

Wllaon,  Jamas  B.    Mentioned 85 

^(Tilaon,  Jamaa  M.    Mentioned 239,544,S45 

'Wilaon,  John  M.    Mentioned S 

'Wilaon,  John  R.    Mentioned 547 

"Wilaon,  John  W.    Mentioned C94,G00 

"Wilaon,  Tfaomaa.    Mentioned S9 

'Wilaon,  WilliaaL    Mentioned 407 

"Wilaon,  W.M.    Mentioned 194.195 

'Winana,  Roaa.    Mentioned 194,196 

'Winohaatar,  Va. 

Abandoned  by  Confederates  and  ooonpied  by  Union  forcee,  March  11-12, 

1662.    (See  Smimarg  of  Priaotpal  JAwalf,  p.  4. ) 
Bldraish  near,  Maroh  7, 1808.    Beports  of 

Afthby,  Turner , S23 

Wilkins,  William  D 585 

WilUame,  Alphene  S 520 

^Winder,  Colonel.    Mentioned 435 

'Winder,  Charlaa  8.    Mentioned 1058 

'Winder,  John  B.    Mentioned 961 

Wlafleld,  John  Q.    Mentioned 810,211 

^f^ing,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned 189 

"Wlnaey,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 935 

ITTlrtB,  Boraoe  R.    Mentioned 146 

Wiaoonidn  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery— /ViirMiiaate  (Heavy) :  1st,  8S. 

lofantxy— /re^/mealt:  2d,  15,  16,  81,  816^  708,718;  3d,  16,  88,  839,  840, 848, 
244-847,  719, 757;  4th,  17,  40,  488, 429,  566,  570;  ftth,  17,  80,  106, 107,816^ 
556,  566, 716;  6th,  16,  81, 656,  566, 708,  718 ;  7th,  16,81,  706, 7ia 
'Wiaa,  Benry  A. 

Awignmertt  to  command 800 

Correspondence  ivith 

Cieary,F.  D 666 

Floyd,  John  B 774, 

776,  780,  782,  783,  785,  786,  788-794,  796,  798,  800,  802-807,  819,  S&, 
823,  826,  889,  831,  838,  836-838,  841,  842.  844,  845,  848-856,  8G9-8GI 

Henningsen,  C.  F • 116 

Lee,  BobertE 768,770,771.773,774,777,779,781,784, 

785, 787, 788, 798, 799, 804, 810, 612, 82:t,  839, 848, 868, 873, 874, 878, 879 

RichardBon,  J.H 116 

Boemer,  B 849 

Tompkins,  C.  Q ^ 786,787 

"War  Department,  C.  8 l^ 

Mentioned 118,132,146-148,150,164,430,431.502,576.502, 

599,603,660,766,  774,780-762,791,  792,  795,  706,  799,900,802,806.823. 
829,  848,  849,  851,853.664-866,870,874,875,879,881,901,  908,918,  lOH 
Beports  of 

Hawk's  Nest,  W.  Va.    Skirmish  near,  September  2, 1861 122, 124 

Kanawha  Talley,  W.  Va.    Operations  in,  from  Jane  to  September, 
1861,  iucluding  engagement  at  Camifix  Ferry,  Gaoley  Biver,  W.  Va., 

September  10,  1861 149,150 

Piggot's  Mill,  W.  Vo.    Skirmish  near,  August  25,  1861 115 
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^WiM,  O.  J.    Mentioned 168,854 

'Wlstar,  Zmao  J. 

Mentioned 217, 310. 380-322, 397-329 

Beportsof 

Ball's  Blnff,  Va.    Engagement  at,  October  21,  1861 326 

Mnnson's  mil,  Va.    Affair  at^  September  28, 1861 218 

'Witohor,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 829 

'Withani,  John.  (ForcorrespoDdenoe, etc., see  J4/^.  andln$p.  Gtn.^s  Office^  C.  8,  A.) 

"Wood,  Charlea  O.    Mentioned 343 

'Wood,  O.  O.    Mentioned 188 

"Wood,  John  T.    Mentioned 187,190,191,458 

'Wood,  Timothy  C.    Mentioned 145 

Wood,  W.  B.  H.    Mentioned 173 

'Wood,  'William  H.    Mentioned 30 

'Wood,  "William  K.    Mentioned 446,447 

'Woodbuy,  D.  P.    Mentioned 19,24,331,684 

"Wooding,  O.  "W.    MentioDed 232,234,235 

'Woodmli;  Chaxlea.    Mentioned 449 

'WoodmiT,  Oeorge  A.    Mentioned. 293,333 

'Wooda»  OharleaR.    Mentioned 259,260,281 

"Woodward,  John  H.    Mentioned 28 

"Woodward,  John  J.    Mentioned 491 

'Woodward,  T.  W.    Mentioned 493 

"Wool,  John  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Borke,  Martin ^..      196 

Dix,  JohnA _..      194 

War  Department,  U.  8 749,753,754 

Mentioned 747,750,754,889 

'Wooldxldge, 'William  B.    Mentioned 369 

'Worthington,  "W,  Va.    Skirmiah  at,  September  2,  1861.    (See  Summafy  of 
Principal  Events,  p.  2.) 

"Worthington, 'WilUam  B.    Mentioned 354 

'Wotring,  Msjor.    Mentioned « 406 

'Wright,  B.  H.    Mentioned 23 

'Wright;  Horatio  O.    Mentioned 684 

'Wright,  J.  J.  B.    Mentioned 606 

'Wright,  R.  Zi.    Mentioned 351,514 

"Wright,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 385 

'Wsrman,  R.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Dahlgren,  John  A «..      759 

Hooker,  Joseph 707 

McClellan,  George  B 608 

Mentioned 47,48,524,600,668,724,760 

Seportsof 

AffSiurs  on  the  Lower  Potomac,  August  9,  1861 557 

Withdrawal  of  Confederate  forces  to  Rappahannock  line,  March  7-9, 

1862 526 

7ankae,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 114,115 

'7onng;  Aaron.    Mentioned 238 

Tonng,  Francia  O. 

Mentioned 329,330 

Report  of  engagement  at  Ball's  Bluff;  Ya.,  October  21, 1861 387 
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Toang,  Captain.    Mentioned , 990 

Zarvona,  Riohard  T.  (Colonel  Thomas.)    Mentioned 79 

2elgler,  John  L.    Mentioned 41^636,663 

Zook,  Bamnel  K.    Beport  of  reconnaiaaaaoe  to  Cedar  Bon,  Ya.,  Maroh  14-16, 
1808 561 

O 
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